
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                           Thursday, December 18, 2014 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti,  

                Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT: Mayor Sokolich 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Evelyn Rosario, Deputy Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Council President Pohan chaired the meeting in the Mayor’s 

absence. 

   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 11, 

2014 Regular Meeting were approved.  

  

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2014-40 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69, 

Schedule XXIII – Handicapped Parking Space by 432 Plateau Avenue  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-40 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLMENTING 

CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE, ENTITLE HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-41 - Authorizing the Reverse Subdivision of Block 

3351, Lots 1 & 2 and the Change of Zoning of Property Previously 

Identified as Block 3351, Lot 2, Located at 1589 Parker Avenue  

to Public Parkland and Open Space 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-41 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF 

THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE REVERSE SUBDIVISION OF 

BLOCK 3351, LOTS 1 & 2 AND THE CHANGE OF ZONING OF PROPERTY 

PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS BLOCK 3351, LOT 2, LOCATED AT 1589 PARKER 

AVENUE, FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY TO PUBLIC PARKLAND AND OPEN SPACE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofksy, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-42 - Bond Ordinance for Furnishings for Previous 

Acquisition of Property at 1363-1365 Inwood Terrace – Supplemental 

Appropriation of $50,000.00 and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$47,500.00 Bonds or Notes 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-42 “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPROPRIATION OF $50,000 FOR ACQUISITION OF ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS 

AND IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT/FIRE PREVENTION 

BUREAU OFFICES IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE IN THE COUNTY OF 

BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $47,500 BONDS 

OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-43 - Bond Ordinance for Main Street Force Main 

Project and Streetscape Revitalization Project – Appropriating 

$5,362,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of $3,040,000 Bonds or 

Notes 
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 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 

podium. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to  

 

Ord. #2014-43- entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE MAIN 

STREET FORCE MAIN AND STREETSCAPT REVITALIZATION PROJECTS IN AND 

BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 

APPROPRIATING $5,362,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$3,040,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FIANANCE PART OF THE 

COST THEREOF.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky 

           

 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 

 

 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 

meeting. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-44 - Amending Chapter 289, Section 15B, “Parking” 

to Include Prohibited Overnight Parking Zones in Certain 

Designated Areas in the Borough 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-44 entitled, “ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AMENDING CHAPTER 289, PARKING, OF THE BOROUGH 

CODE TO INCLUDE NO OVERNIGHT PARKING ZONES IN CERTAIN DESIGNATED 

AREAS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-45 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 66, Schedule 

XX, Traffic Movement and Parking on Board of Education and 

Municipal Properties  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh  

And carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2014-

45 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 

TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 66 SCHEDULE XX: TRAFFIC 

MOVEMENT AND PARKING ON BOARD OF EDUCATION AND MUNICIPAL 

PROPERTIES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Suh. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh, 

the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Suh,  

 

the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing 

was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-17. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 

Current                                  $8,947,459.62 

Capital                                          697,332.15      

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    7,090,30 

 Trip Admissions                                     

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         44,962.76                       

Special Dog Account                                  383.00     

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             753.72  

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                               161,908.45  

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                   n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   78,411,74       

Police Justice                                          n/a 

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                        $9,938,301.74 

 

 

CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Januarie 

Joubert for Fire Company #4 

 

 The auxiliary firefighter application for Januarie Joubert 

for Fire Company #4 was approved. 

 

 

CA-3 -  Authorizing the Hiring of Winter Seasonal Employees for 

the Recreation Department & Community Center - Termination  

Date March 31, 2015 

 

WHEREAS, winter seasonal positions exists with the 

Department of Recreation and Community Center and the Mayor and 

Council have determined that these positions must be filled, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 

(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 



positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 

of Recreation and Community Center; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  

appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 

date of January 1, 2015 and a termination date of March 31, 2015. 

 

CA-4 - Accepting Resignation Notice of Donald Porrino, Sign 

Consultant/Inspector – Effective January 1, 2015 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Donald Porrino, Sign Consultant 

Inspector, of the Sign and Façade Committee has submitted a 

resignation notice dated November 26, 2014 and the Mayor and 

Council have accepted same,    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Mr. Porrino’s resignation 

will be effective December 31, 2014 with the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 

 

CA-5 - Approving Amended Memorandum of Understanding with the 

White Collar Bargaining Unit  

 

     A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR TO  

 EXECUTE THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH  

 OF FORT LEE AND UNITED SERVICE WORKER’S UNION WHITE COLLAR  

 UNIT  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) and the United 

Service Worker’s Union (White Collar Unit) (“USW”) have negotiated 

the successor terms and conditions of a Collective Negotiations 

Agreement for the terms of January 1, 2013 through December 31, 

2016, nunc pro tunc; and  

   

WHEREAS, the Borough and the USW have additionally negotiated 

nunc pro tunc specific terms and conditions for a mutually 

agreeable amendment to the Collective Negotiations Agreement which 

covered the period from January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2012, 

in order to correct a typographical error; and  

  

WHEREAS, the Borough hereby designates the Borough 

Administrator to execute the mutually agreeable Memorandum of 

Agreement on behalf of the Borough,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Borough Administrator is hereby 

authorized to execute the attached Memorandum of Agreement, 

between the Borough of Fort Lee and the United Service Worker’s 

Union (White Collar Unit), or with such minor amendments as may be 

satisfactory to the Borough Attorney. 

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for Lukoil 

North America LLC vs. Borough at 2550 Fletcher Avenue, Block 5854, 

Lot 2, for 2012-2014 

 

 WHEREAS, Lukoil North America, LLC is the owner and/or 

taxpayer of property located at 2550 Fletcher Avenue, also known 

as Block 5854 Lot 2; and 
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 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for the years 2012, 



2013 and 2014 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled 

Lukoil vs Fort Lee, which are presently pending in the Tax Court; 

and 

  

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney, the Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the 

matters be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in 

the best interests of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents  

 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Lukoil vs Fort Lee, so that for tax year 2012, the 

complaint will be withdrawn, and the assessment of $2,614,500 will 

remain intact; for tax year 2013, the complaint will be withdrawn, 

and the assessment of $2,614,500 will remain intact; and for tax 

year 2014, the assessment will be reduced from $2,614,500 to 

$2,200,000, resulting in a total refund of $8,957; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-7 - Approving Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From 

Hae H. Kim to Namoo LLC at 799 Abbott Boulevard, 2nd Floor  

 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 

person transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-046-

010, heretofore issued to Hae H. Kim., sole proprietorship for 

premises located at 799 Abbott Boulevard, 2nd Floor, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 

been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 

to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 

local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

   

 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 

authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 

of the license and the licensed business and all additional 

financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 

certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 

Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 

New Jersey, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 

transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to 

Namoo LLC at 799 Abbott Boulevard, 2nd Floor, Fort Lee, New Jersey  
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07024 effective December 18, 2014 and does hereby direct the 

Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 

ownership. 



 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing Hiring of Nayeon Kim, James W. Lee, Jeanne  

Thorpe and Lawrence Woodcock as School Crossing Guards –  

$18.65 Hourly  

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in 

the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm 

effective retroactively to December 15, 2014. 

 

Nayeon Kim 

410 Fairview Avenue – 3D 

 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

James. W. Lee 

253 Beverly Hills Road 

 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

Jeanne Thorpe 

2451 First Street 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

Lawrence C. Woodcock 

1604 John Street 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

 

 

CA-9 - Approving Agreement with the New Jersey Board of Public  

Utilities, Office of Clean Energy Through the 2014 Direct  

Install Program  

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT 

WITH NEW JERSEY BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, OFFICE OF CLEAN ENERGY THROUGH THE 

2014 DIRECT INSTALL PROGRAM 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee strives to take steps 

towards building a sustainable and efficient community that will 

thrive well into the future; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council acknowledge that the residents 

of the Borough desire a stable, sustainable future for themselves 

and future generations; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to support a model of 

government which benefits its residents now and far into the 

future by exploring and adopting sustainable, economically-sound 

local government practices; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has begun exploring 

alternative funding opportunities available through the New Jersey 

Board of Public Utilities, Office of Clean Energy in order to 

achieve this goal; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, Lime Energy, the pre-qualified state contractor for 

the Direct Install Program, has pre-qualified the Borough of Fort  

 

 

 

Regular Meeting                                 December 18, 2014 

                                                          Page #8  

 

Lee as being eligible to receive $103,546.09 worth of upgrades for 

heating, ventilation, air conditioning (HVAC) and lighting 

upgrades at the Senior Center and Recreation Center facilities 



through the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, Office of Clean 

Energy Direct Install Program; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, 70% ($72,482.27) of the funding for these upgrades 

will be provided by the New Jersey, Board of Public Utilities, 

Office of Clean Energy through the Direct Install Program in the 

form of a grant; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, 30% ($31,063.83) of the funding for these upgrades 

will be provided by the Borough of Fort Lee in the form of a cash 

match, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,, that the Borough of Fort 

Lee, wishes to enter into a grant agreement with New Jersey Board 

of Public Utilities, Office of Clean Energy through the 2014 

Direct Install Grant Program. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and/or Borough Clerk 

are required to sign any and all agreements that the Borough of 

Fort Lee will enter into with the New Jersey Board of Public 

Utilities, Office of Clean Energy through the 2014 Direct Install 

Program; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and/or Borough Clerk 

are required to authorize the payment of matching funds to Lime 

Energy, the pre-qualified state contractor for the Direct Install 

Program, as Lime Energy will be responsible for the completion of 

any and all project activities completed through this initiative; 

and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution will provide the 

Mayor and/or Borough Clerk with the authority to execute any and 

all grant agreements with the New Jersey Board of Public 

Utilities, Office of Clean Energy and to authorize the payment of 

matching funds to Lime Energy through the 2014 Direct Install 

Program; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution provides the 

Borough Administrator and the Borough Chief Financial Officer for 

the Borough of Fort Lee with the authority to prepare and allocate 

funding through the 2015 municipal budget in order to meet the 

matching requirement of this grant; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the Borough 

of Fort Lee hereby confirms the endorsement of the aforesaid. 

 

 

CA-10 - Authorizing Payment to CNS Constructions Corp, Paramus, 

New Jersey for Emergency Sewer Repairs to Edwin Avenue –  

$4,400.00  

 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition existed to the safety and 

welfare of the public by the way of a collapsed sewer at 3001 

Edwin Avenue; and 

 

     WHEREAS, said repairs to the sewer was declared an extreme 

emergency; and 
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 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 

Department of Public Works, and the Supervisor of Sewers, CNS 

Construction Corp., 328 Edstan Way, Paramus, New Jersey 07652 was 

immediately retained on an emergency basis,  



 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to CNS Construction 

Corp. in the amount of $4,400.00 for the emergency sewer repair 

and backfill and the repaving of the road; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 

certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of  

the Borough Clerk and such funds are available under capital  

account #04-2150-55-2615-021. 

 

 

CA-11 - Authorizing the Issuance of Requests for Qualifications  

for 2015 for Professional Services for the Borough of Fort Lee 

Through the Fair and Open Process - Energy Aggregation and Borough 

Energy Audit  

 

     

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF REQUESTS FOR                 

     QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO THE BOROUGH 

     OF FORT LEE  

 

     WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2006, N.J.S.A 19:44A-20.1 et seq., 

commonly known as the “State Pay to Play” law, enacted by  

the New Jersey State Legislature shall become effective; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.3, a municipality may  

not award contracts with a value in excess of $17,500.00 to a 

business entity which has made reportable  contributions in excess 

of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the said municipality’s political 

parties or to any candidate’s committee  

of any person serving in an elective public office of the said 

municipality when such a contract was awarded, unless said 

business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open  

process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the  

following: (1) public advertisement of a Request for 

Qualifications (hereinafter the “RFQ”) issued a minimum ten (10) 

calendar days notice prior to the receipt of responses to the RFQ; 

(2) award of contract under a process that provides for public 

solicitation of qualifications; (3) award of contract under 

publicly disclosed criteria established, in writing, by the 

municipality prior to the solicitation of qualifications; and (4) 

the municipality shall publicly announce the weightings for the 

evaluation criteria and open the Qualifications Statements; and  

 

 WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(hereinafter the “Borough”) to engage professionals and the 

Borough desires to appoint such professionals by a “fair and open 

process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that 

requests for RFQs for professional services for the following 

professional services for the Borough and its agencies are hereby 

authorized: 
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 1.  Energy Aggregation Services  

 2.  Energy Audit – Six Year Review of Borough’s PSE&G Bills 

       

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all of the RFQs for the 



professional services as set forth hereinabove shall be prepared 

and published in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. and 

all such RFQs shall be evaluated on the basis of the most  

advantageous RFQ, all factors considered, including, but not 

limited to: (1) experience and reputation in the profession; (2) 

knowledge of the subject matter to be addressed under contract; 

(3) availability to accommodate any required meetings of the  

Borough or Borough Agency; (4) and cost proposal. 

 

 

CA-12 - Awarding Contract to William Share, Applied Adaptive  

Solutions, West, New York, New Jersey for Electrical/RF  

Engineer Consultant Services for 2015 – Fee Not to Exceed 

 - $17,000.00  

 

     A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING 

 THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL RADIO 

 FREQUENCY ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain a licensed engineer to provide radio  

 

frequency engineering services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged  

 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to  

 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Applied Adaptive Solutions Corp. (“Adaptive”) to perform such 

professional engineering services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated December 4, 2014, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Adaptive possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional radio frequency 

engineering services required by the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for 

professional radio frequency engineering services to Adaptive in 

accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public 

Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be  
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available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the radio frequency engineering services will be 

performed by Adaptive at a cost not to exceed $17,000.00, which 

amount is less than the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey 

Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, 



therefore, the contract is not subject to the provisions of the 

New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Adaptive 

for the provision of professional radio frequency engineering 

services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Fort Lee, in 

the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Applied Adaptive Solutions Corp, 411 Newburgh 

Court, West New York, New Jersey 07093 shall be and is hereby 

appointed to perform professional radio frequency engineering 

services on behalf of the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, 

dated December 4, 2014, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough and Adaptive, providing for 

total compensation for the provision of radio frequency engineering 

services in the Borough in accordance with its proposal to the  

 

Borough in an amount not to exceed $17,000.00, and further 

memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions 

as may be necessary. 

 

 3. That Adaptive is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published 

in accordance with law, and this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq.. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

   

 

CA-13 - Awarding Contract to Munidex BA, LLC, Warren New Jersey, 

to Perform Services Related to the Borough’s Payroll Records - 

$15,000.00 

 

     A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

 OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

 PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed accountant to 

perform services related to the Borough’s payroll records; and 
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 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  



 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Munidex BA, LLC (“Munidex”) to perform such professional 

accounting services in accordance with its proposal, dated 

September 4, 2014, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Munidex possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional accounting 

services related to the performance of services related to the 

Borough’s payroll records; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional accounting services to 

Munidex in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional accounting services will be 

performed by Munidex for a lump sum not to exceed $15,000.00,  

 

which amount is below the threshold of $17,500 under the New 

Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., 

and, therefore, the contract is exempt from the provisions of the 

New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 

are available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

 

as to the availability of funds for this purpose; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for services for the 

provision of professional accounting services to the Borough’s 

payroll records is in the best interests of the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the implementation of this contract is necessary 

for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
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the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Munidex BA, LLC, 25 Sandalwood Drive, Warren, New 

Jersey shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 

accounting services related to the Borough’s payroll records, in 

accordance with its proposal, dated September 4, 2014, attached 

hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and contingent 



upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 

satisfactory to the Borough. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough and Munidex, providing for 

compensation in a lump sum of $15,000.00, and further memorializing 

the scope of work and such other terms and conditions as may be 

necessary. 

 

 3. That upon 80% completion of the accounting work pursuant 

to this contract award, Munidex shall provide written notice to 

the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Munidex shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 4. That each firm, consultant and professional appointed 

hereby is specifically placed on notice that they will be required 

to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 

127. 

 

 5. That upon execution of such agreement a notice of the 

contract award shall be published, and this resolution and the 

agreement between the parties must be available for public 

inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-14 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 

Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Animal Control Services 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 

directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

     . Animal Control Services  

 

CA-15 - Endorsing Support for the Use of Solar Energy for New  

Jersey et al. as a Path to Clean Energy Leadership 

 

WHEREAS, local and state civic leaders should be encouraged 

to make solar energy a key element of New Jersey’s energy 

 

 portfolio; and 

 

WHEREAS, by using solar energy to power homes, businesses, 

schools, farms and government buildings, we can reduce pollution, 

save consumers on their energy bills, and boost local economies; 

and 
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WHEREAS, New Jersey has long been a leader in solar energy, 

yet has still barely tapped into the full potential of its solar 

resources; and 

 

WHEREAS, solar is growing in New Jersey and across the 

country and has grown by more than 66 percent per year between 

2010 and 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, in the first half of 2014, more than half of the new 



electric power capacity installed in the United States was solar.  

This recent progress shows solar is poised to grow in leaps and 

bounds; and 

 

WHEREAS, solar helps the environment and boosts local 

economies in the process; and 

 

WHEREAS, jobs in the solar industry grew ten times faster 

than the rest of the economy in 2013, as the solar industry added 

more new jobs than any other industry; and 

 

WHEREAS, because solar has no fuel costs, it helps protect us 

from fluctuating fossil fuel prices; and 

 

WHEREAS, using solar here in New Jersey will help to protect 

our environment while creating local jobs that cannot be 

outsourced; and 

 

WHEREAS, by committing New Jersey to expanding solar, we are 

investing in a virtually limitless energy source with no fuel 

costs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the cost of solar is declining and the cost of air 

and water pollution from fossil fuels is growing, along with the 

threats posed by climate change; and 

 

WHEREAS, for the sake of the environment, our health and the 

economy, we ask that the State Legislature of New Jersey commit to 

generate 20 percent of the State’s electricity from solar by 2025.  

That goal can be achieved if solar grows by approximately 21 

percent annually, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, New Jersey urges the State 

Legislature of New Jersey to set strong goals for solar in New 

Jersey, to put us on a path to clean energy leadership; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee will send 

a copy of this signed resolution to the municipalities in Bergen 

County, the Bergen County Freeholders, State Representatives, 

Congressional Representative, US Senators, and Governor Christie, 

alerting them of our action and urging them to do everything they  

 

can to support solar energy at the national, state, county and 

municipal level. 

 

 

CA-16 - Authorizing the Borough Planner to Re-Examine the  

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 3 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE BOROUGH PLANNER TO RE-EXAMINE THE 

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 3, CONSISTING OF TAX 

BLOCK 4006, LOTS 1, 2, 3, 21 AND 22, AND BLOCK 3606, LOTS 8, 9, 

10, 11 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, AND 17 IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW 

JERSEY, PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW 

 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 

resolution, the Mayor and council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) authorized the Planning Board to conduct an 

investigation and hearing, in accordance with the requirements of 



the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, to determine if a certain 

area in the Borough should be determined to be an area in need of 

redevelopment; and  

 

WHEREAS, the area considered by the Planning Board was 

designated as Redevelopment Area 3 and consists of Tax Block 4006, 

Lots 1, 2, 3, 21 and 22, and Block 3606, Lots 8, 9, 10, 11 12, 13, 

14, 15, 16, and 17, as delineated on the tax map of the Borough; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board, after notice and hearing, 

recommended that Area 3 be determined to be an area in need of 

redevelopment, and the Mayor and Council, by duly adopted 

ordinance, accepted the recommendation of the Planning Board 

designating Area 3 as an area “in need of redevelopment” and 

adopted a Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 3 pursuant to 

and in accordance with the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.; and  

 

WHEREAS, in order to promote a more productive use of the 

property in Redevelopment Area 3, the Redevelopment Plan 

contemplated residential use together with retail development for 

the designated  properties, including a minimum of forty-five (45) 

dwelling units to be designated as low and moderate income units 

in accordance with the Borough’s Fair Share Plan; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received correspondence from 

counsel for 470 Main Street Associates, LLC, the contract 

purchaser for certain properties lying within Redevelopment Area 

3, that 470 Main Street Associates, LLC proposes to develop as a 

mix of residential and retail uses, including affordable housing 

units consistent with Borough requirements; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the designated properties have not been developed 

since the acceptance of the Redevelopment Plan in 2006 and the 

Borough wishes to direct its planner, Phillips, Price, Grygiel, 

LLC, to re-examine and propose revisions to the Redevelopment Plan 

in hopes of encouraging redevelopment of these properties and 

considering the proposed development of the properties by 470 Main 

Street Associates, LLC; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the re-examination and potential revision of the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 3 in light of the 

interest expressed by 470 Main Street Associates, LLC in the 

development of the properties is in the best interests of the 

Borough,  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council, that the Borough Planner is hereby directed and 

authorized to re-examine the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 

Area 3 to determine whether it should be revised to incorporate 

the development of the properties as proposed by 470 Main Street 

Associates, LLC, and present its recommendations and any proposed 

revisions to the Redevelopment Plan for formal consideration; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 

effect immediately.  

 



 

CA-17 -  Approving Liquor License Renewal for Brown Wine Bar, LLC 

at 124 Main Street for 2014-2015 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that the following plenary retail consumption license for 

the years 2014/2015 be issued to the applicant listed below for 

premises designated opposite their respective names for the 

distribution or sale of alcoholic beverages.  

 

 STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE   ADDRESS  

 

 0219-33-052-008   Brown Wine Bar, LLC 124 Main Street 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 

is authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  

corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 

     There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-17) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 - Amending Contract With Tim Donohue, Esq., of Arleo,  

Donohue & Biancamano, LLC as Special Legal Counsel for the Borough 

with Regard to the Port Authority of NY-NJ Toll Lane Diversions 

from the GWB Access Points Located in the Borough – $25,000.00 

(Total Contract Price $110,000.00) 

  

 Councilman Sargenti introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT OF THE PROFESSIONAL LEGAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT WITH TIM DONOHUE, ESQ., OF ARLEO, 

DONOHUE & BIANCAMANO, LLC AS SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL WITH 

REGARD TO THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY-NJ TOLL LANE DIVERSIONS 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution duly 

adopted at a public meeting, the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to Tim Donohue, Esq., 

of Arleo, Donohue & Biancamano, LLC (“Donohue” or “Special 

Counsel”) to perform such professional legal services, on behalf 

of the Mayor in his official capacity in an investigation 

presently being conducted by the United States Attorney for the 

District of New Jersey and a joint committee of New Jersey 

Assembly and New Jersey Senate in connection with the events of 
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 September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and 

NJ’s toll lane diversions from the George Washington Bridge access  

 

points located in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasions, pursuant to resolutions duly 

adopted at public meeting of the Borough, amendments to the 

contract with Donohue were authorized by the Borough due to the 

inclusion of Donohue’s representation of the Chief of Police and 

the number of other investigations of the toll lane diversions 

requiring additional services to be performed by Donohue; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such legal services to the Borough as Special Legal 



Counsel are recognized as “professional services” as same shall be 

rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 

profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the 

performance of which services requires knowledge of an advance 

type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged formal course 

of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6) and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1); and

  

WHEREAS, the contract, including previously authorized 

amendments, is for an amount not to exceed $85,000 for document 

review and examination of the underlying issues in the 

investigations of the United States Attorney for the District of 

New Jersey, a joint committee of the New Jersey Assembly and New 

Jersey Senate, and internal investigations by the Governor’s 

Office and the Port Authority of NY and NJ; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Donohue requested in a proposal, dated November 17, 

2014, that the Borough consider an additional increase in the 

contract amount as a result of having to represent additional 

employees of the Borough who may be called as witnesses in the 

various investigations and the substantial amount of documents 

requiring review and investigation in order to remain up-to-date 

with the simultaneous investigations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the volume of documents that must be reviewed 

during the conduct of the simultaneous investigations and the 

number of additional employees of the Borough who have information 

relevant to these investigations and may wish to consult with 

counsel have exceeded the work reasonable anticipated by Special 

Counsel in preparing the initial estimate for his services; and 

 

WHEREAS, Special Counsel has requested that the Borough 

authorize an additional $25,000 above the initial authorization, 

as amended, on the same terms and billing rates previously 

approved; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, based upon the advice of the Borough 

Attorney, wishes to authorize an amendment to the contract for 

special counsel services by Donohue to increase the spending cap 

by the amount of $25,000,00 for a total contract amount of 

$110,000,00, on the same terms and billing rates previously 

approved in connection with the various investigations of events 

of September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY 

and NJ’s toll lane diversions from the George Washington Bridge 

access points located in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, on the recommendation of the Borough  
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Attorney, is desirous of amending the contract for professional 

legal services with Donohue in accordance with the procedures 

mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq.; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Donohue possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide such professional legal 

services; and  



 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

 

 available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Donohue to provide 

professional legal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open 

process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit 

Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract with Donohue for 

professional legal services is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough; 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

as follows: 

 

 1. That an amendment to the contract governing the 

performance of professional legal services by Donohue as Special 

Counsel in connection with those legal matters which may arise 

from, in connection with or in relation to, the events of 

September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and 

NJ’s toll lane diversions from the George Washington Bridge access 

points located in the Borough, is hereby authorized consistent 

with Donohue’s proposal, dated November 17, 2014. 

 

 2. That the Council President is hereby authorized to 

execute an amendment to contract with Donohue as Special Counsel, 

for an additional amount not-to-exceed amount of $25,000.00. 

 

 3. The contract, as amended, shall expressly state that 

said Donohue shall be obligated to provide notice to the Borough 

when Special Counsel’s invoicing reaches 80% of the not-to-exceed 

amount if the firm believes additional funds will be necessary, 

and the Borough shall have no liability for payment of funds in 

excess of the not to exceed amount; and 

 

 4. That a notice of this contract amendment shall be 

published, and this resolution must be available for public 

inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq.. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
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 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – Complimented everybody in the various Borough 

Departments who were involved in the Christmas tree lighting two 

weeks ago. He thanked all the Borough employees who worked so hard 

to make that evening a successful event. He wished everyone a 

Happy Hanukah, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  



 

Councilman Sohmer – Commented that the tree lighting was bigger 

and better than last year’s, he continued and stated that it was 

absolutely fantastic, there were many adults and children.  The 

tree lighting event included many activities such as games, rides  

hot chocolate, and cookies which were supplied by Cafasso’s Fair  

Way Market. He thanked the Borough employees including the Police 

Department, Fire Department, Department of Public Works and the 

Office of Emergency management.  

 

 He stated that there was a recent fire down in the South end 

of the Borough. He thanked the Fort Lee Fire Department and the 

Fire Departments from Cliffside Park and Fairview for all of their 

assistance in handling the fire. He stated that if any member of 

the public is in interested in becoming to please call the Fort 

Lee Fire Department at 201-592-3500 extension 1013.  In closing he 

stated that the Fire Department has received 1565 calls this year. 

 

Councilman Suh – Stated that the Board of Education referendum has 

passed and thanked the public for their support.  He stated that 

the tree lighting ceremony was a fantastic event and thanked 

everyone for being a part of the event.  He wished everyone a 

Happy Holiday and a Happy New year. 

 

Councilman Sargenti – Commented that the tree lighting ceremony 

has become a big and fantastic event in the Borough. He stated 

that everything provided at the event was donated by various local 

merchants and thanked them for their support.  He also thanked all 

of the Borough Departments for their time and dedication.  He 

stated that the toys received during the Toy for Tot’s drive was a 

success, the toys received were distributed by the Police 

Department at two local hospitals.  He wished everyone a Happy 

Holiday. 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy Hanukah and a Happy New year.  She stated that there will be 

a lighting of the Menorah on Saturday night at sundown at the 

Menorah at the Fort Lee triangle.     

 

Councilman Cervieri – Expressed his condolences to the family of 

Thomas Kelly.  Thomas Kelly was a member of the Fort Lee Athletic 

Club for many years, he gave his heart and soul to Fort Lee. 

 

 He commented that the Senior Citizen Holiday dance was 

cancelled this week due to the inclement weather. There will be a 

dance on January 18, 2015. 
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 He commented that the tree lighting ceremony was terrific 

everybody in the Borough did a fantastic job, he thanked all of 

the Borough employees for all of their hard work and dedication.   

 

 In closing, he wished everyone a Happy Holiday Season, a 

Merry Christmas, a Happy Hanukah, and a Happy Kwanza.  

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh, and there being 



no further discussion, the meeting was recessed until January 1 

2015 at 12:00 noon with no objections at 8:25 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Evelyn Rosario, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

Thursday, November 13, 2014 @7:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, Suh,  

                Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT: Council Members Pohan, Sargenti 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 



                    Evelyn Rosario, Deputy Borough Clerk 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that with regard to Main Street he is 

asking for everyone’s continued patience during the next few 

months. The Borough of Fort Lee in conjunction with other agencies 

within the district has elected to completely refurbish Main 

Street. This was triggered by the fact that there was a need to 

add and replace infrastructure in the road bed.  Several months 

ago, well in advance of this project they thought it was 

appropriate to see if they can obtain County approval to realign 

Main Street to make sure that the widths of the of the sidewalks 

can be increased to potentially give all stores a seven to eight 

feet sidewalk increase. The County approval has been obtained and 

while this first round or two of crews go and lay the 

infrastructure, the fiber optics, the sewer, the storm water, soon 

thereafter there will be crews that follow incorporating aesthetic 

improvements which would include new sidewalks, new curbing, new 

road bed. There will be new parking arrangements so that the 

parking will never duplicate on either side. There will be parking 

along with landscape beds which will alternate along the way; this 

was designed in a very ingenious way as the Borough did not lose 

that many parking spaces. This is all in conjunction with the 

parking facility that’s going to be constructed and start getting 

constructed in the near future. He stated that the inconvenience 

will be temporary but that the improvement will be  
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permanent.  The Borough will be getting a new Main Street which is 

what they have been yearning for, Fort Lee is grateful to 

Government along with the various business development agencies 

that have been instrumental in getting this all done. 

 

Mayor Sokolich stated that the new tower at the Modern an 

anchor to the Borough’s redevelopment zone has accepted its first 

tenant, the tower is filling nicely with tenants and the Borough 

is very excited as this project or at least that tower comes to a 

closure.  The landlord has been gracious enough to allow the 

Borough to hold various functions and meetings there. He stated 

that the Modern is a wonderful structure that everyone is proud 

of.    

 

Mayor Sokolich stated that Fort Lee is going to bring back 



the ice skating tradition; many years ago this town was known for 

its ice skating down at the (PIP) Palisades Interstate Park just 

off of Hudson Terrace behind North Bridge.  The Department of 

Public Works has clogged the holes, created the area and today 

filled it with water.  Once the ice skating park is ready for use 

it will be made known to the public so that everyone in Fort Lee 

is aware of it.  It’s a great tradition that the Mayor and Council 

would like to reactivate.    

 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich stated that the Holiday Tree lighting will be 

held on Thursday, December 4 with a rain date of Friday December 

5. This tradition started 5 or 6 years ago with a small tree and 

approximately thirty people gathered at the ceremony, it has now 

turned into a big event with approximately 3,500 people, a 35 foot 

tree, Santa Clause, bon fires, trackless trains, food, hot 

chocolate. He stated that it’s a great event for the town as the 

community gets together and enjoy each other’s company during one 

of the many holiday seasons.  

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

PR-1 – Jonathan O’Connor 

 

Certificate of Recognition presented by Mayor Sokolich 

 

“Awarded to Jonathan O’Connor Borough of Fort Lee Senior Citizen 

Center by Mayor Sokolich and the Borough of Fort Lee Council 

presented in appreciation, for his prompt actions on October 15, 

2014 where he unselfishly rendered aid and assistance to a fellow 

Borough employee that resulted in the saving of a life.”    

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 9, 

2014 Regular Meeting were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the November 6, 

2014 Executive Session were approved. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2014-40 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69, 

Schedule XXIII – Handicapped Parking Space by 432 Plateau Avenue  

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-40 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING AND SUPPLMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLE HANDICAPPED PARKING 

SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 18, 

2014. 



 

 AYES Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-41 - Authorizing the Reverse Subdivision of Block 

3351, Lots 1 & 2 and the Change of Zoning of Property Previously 

Identified as Block 3351, Lot 2, Located at 1589 Parker Avenue  

to Public Parkland and Open Space 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-41 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE 

BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE REVERSE 

SUBDIVISION OF BLOCK 3351, LOTS 1 & 2 AND THE CHANGE OF ZONING OF 

PROPERTY PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS BLOCK 3351, LOT 2, LOCATED AT 

1589 PARKER AVENUE, FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY TO PUBLIC PARKLAND AND 

OPEN SPACE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

December 18, 2014. 

 

 AYES Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-42 - Bond Ordinance for Furnishings for Previous 

Acquisition of Property at 1363-1365 Inwood Terrace – Supplemental 

Appropriation of $50,000.00 and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$47,500.00 Bonds or Notes 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh 

, and carried, Ord. #2014-42 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A 

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF $50,000 FOR ACQUISITION OF 

ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE BUILDING 

DEPARTMENT/FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU OFFICES IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $47,500 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART 

OF THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the 

public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

December 18, 2014. 

 

 

 AYES Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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Ordinance #2014-43 - Bond Ordinance for Main Street Force Main 

Project and Streetscape Revitalization Project – Appropriating 

$5,362,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of $3,040,000 Bonds or 

Notes 

  

 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman , 

Sohmer and carried, Ord. #2014-43 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR THE MAIN STREET FORCE MAIN AND STREETSCAPT 

REVITALIZATION PROJECTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE IN THE 

COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $5,362,000 THEREFOR 

AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $3,040,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

BOROUGH TO FIANANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and 

passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 



the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

December 18, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky 

 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-44 - Amending Chapter 289, Section 15B, “Parking” 

to Include Prohibited Overnight Parking Zones in Certain 

Designated Areas in the Borough 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman , 

Sohmer and carried, Ord. #2014-44 entitled, “ORDINANCE OF THE 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AMENDING CHAPTER 289, 

PARKING, OF THE BOROUGH CODE TO INCLUDE NO OVERNIGHT PARKING ZONES 

IN CERTAIN DESIGNATED AREAS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 18, 

2014. 

 

 AYES Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-45 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 66, Schedule 

XX, Traffic Movement and Parking on Board of Education and 

Municipal Properties  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-45 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, 

SECTION 66 SCHEDULE XX: TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AND PARKING ON BOARD OF 

EDUCATION AND MUNICIPAL PROPERTIES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 18, 

2014. 

 

 AYES Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2014-38 - Bond Ordinance Providing for Various Capital  

Improvements to Parks & Municipal Lots – Appropriating  

$100,000.00 and Authorizing the Issuance of $95,000.00 Bonds or  

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-38 entitled,  

“BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND 

BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 

APPROPRIATING $100,000 THEREOFR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$95,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 



THEREOF.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-39 - Amending Bond Ordinance 2011-14 for Various 

Capital Improvements for the Police Department for the Acquisition  

of a Generator 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-39 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3(J)(I) 

OF BOND ORDINANCE NUMBERED 2011-14 OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN 

THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY FINALLY ADOPTED JULY 21, 2011 IN 

ORDER TO AMEND THE DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT,.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular Meeting                                 November 13, 2014 

                                                         Page #6  

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-22. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 

Current                                 $17,069,426,16 

Capital                                          390,280.76 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 



Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,026.50 

Trip Admissions                                    3,570.00 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         66,104.77 

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                                n/a 

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                                      n/a 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                   n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                  198,798.31 

Police Justice                                          n/a    

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $17,731,206.50 

 

 

CA-2 -  Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local  

Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, Body Armor 

Replacement Fund - $8,513.38  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 

any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 

such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 

thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 

item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $8,513.38 from the 

State Of New Jersey and wishes to amend its 2014 Budget to include 

a portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough Of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 

requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 

insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2014, in the 

sum 

of................................................................

............................$8,513.38 

which is now available as a revenue item from: 

Miscellaneous Revenues 

Special Items Of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 

Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services: 

Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

Body Armor – Other Expenses 

     

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum 

of........................................$8,513.38 

be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 

General Appropriations: 

(a) Operations excluded from CAPS 



State Programs Offset by Revenues: 

Body Armor – Other Expenses 

       

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is 

hereby directed to forward a copy of this Resolution 

electronically to the Director of Local Government Services. 

 

 

CA-3 -  Authorizing Salary Increase for Sandra Marin-Agudelo, Nury  

Orozco and James Capone, Part-Time Building & Grounds and DPW 

Employees – $2.00 Hourly Increase to $12.00 Hourly 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee have authorized a $2.00 increase to the following part-

time employees’ hourly rate:    

 

  Sandra Y. Marin-Agudelo – Buildings & Grounds  

 

  Nury D. Orozco – Buildings & Grounds  

   

James R. Capone – Department of Public Works  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the above individuals be 

compensated at a rate of $12.00 an hour, with an effective date of 

November 17, 2014.  

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of Michael Clark, Kevin Rice, Jason  

Fromm, Jenifer Pagnotta-Zusi and Daniel Tompkins as Emergency 

Medical Technicians - $19.09 Hourly 

 

WHEREAS, there are Emergency Medical Technician vacancies in 

the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps and the Mayor and Council have 

determined that this vacancy should be filled, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Michael Clark, Kevin Rice, Jason 

Fromm, Jenifer Pagnotta-Zusi, and Daniel Tompkins be hired as 

part-time Emergency Medical Technicians with the Fort Lee  
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Ambulance Corps, with an effective date of November 13, 2014; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional  

pending certification from the New Jersey Department of  

Personnel.  This position shall be at the wage of $19.09 per hour, 

not to exceed 19.5 hours per week.                 

 

 

CA-5 - Appointing Tom Meyers, Director of Cultural & Heritage  

Affairs, as the Borough’s Town Historian - Effective January 1, 

2015 

 

     A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

 OF FORT LEE TO APPOINT TOM MEYERS AS BOROUGH HISTORIAN 

 

 WHEREAS, due to the passing of the long-time, revered 

Borough Historian, Robert Boylan there exists a need for the 

Borough of Fort Lee to make a new appointment for Borough 

Historian; and 

 



WHEREAS, Tom Meyers has the necessary skills and depth of 

historical knowledge to assist in preservation and storage of 

materials relating to the rich history of the Borough of Fort Lee;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey:  

 

1.  That Tom Meyers is appointed as Borough Historian of the 

    Borough of Fort Lee in accordance with the terms and  

    conditions set forth in N.J.S.A. 40:10A-1, et seq.; and 

 

2.  Tom Meyers shall receive no additional compensation for  

    said appointment; and 

  

 3.  Said appointment will commence on January 1, 2015   

 

 

CA-6 - Approving Person to Person Liquor License Transfer From  

Poong Lim LLC to Poong Lim Victoria Corp. at 2053 Lemoine Avenue         

 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 

person transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-007-

013, 

heretofore issued to Poong Lim LLC, a New Jersey limited liability 

company for premises located at 2053 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 

been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 

to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 

local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

   

 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 

authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 

of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
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financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 

certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 

Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 

New Jersey, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 

transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to 

Poong Lim Victoria Corp. at 2053 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey 07024 effective November 13, 2014 and does hereby direct 

the Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 

ownership. 

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for Eui J,  

Sean & William J. Lee vs. Borough at 1620 Lemoine Avenue Block 

4254, Lot 2 for Tax Years 2013 and 2014 

 



 WHEREAS, Eui J. Lee, Sean Y. Lee & William J. Lee are the 

owners and/or taxpayers of property located at 1620 Lemoine 

Avenue, also known as Block 4254 Lot 2; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for the years 2013 

and 2014 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled Lee 

vs Fort Lee, which are presently pending in the Tax Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney  and the Borough Assessor that the matters be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Lee vs Fort Lee, so that for tax year 2013, the complaint 

will be withdrawn, and the assessment of $1,452,000 will remain 

intact; and for tax year 2014, the assessment will be reduced from 

$1,452,000 to $1,300,000, resulting in a total refund of $3,285; 

and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for 2000  

Linwood Avenue Owners (Med South), vs. Borough at 2000 Linwood 

Avenue, Block 4651, Lot 1 for Tax Years 2012-2014  

 

 WHEREAS, 2000 Linwood Avenue Owners (Med South) are the 

owners and taxpayers of property located at 2000 Linwood Avenue, 

also known as Block 4651, Lot 1; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayers filed tax appeals for the years 2012, 

2013 and 2014 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled 

2000 Linwood Avenue Owners (Med South)vs. Fort Lee, which are 

presently pending in the Tax Court; and 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular Meeting                                 November 13, 2014 

                                                        Page #10  

 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney, the Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the matters 

be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in the best 

interests of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled 2000 Linwood Avenue Owners (Med South)vs. Fort Lee, so 

that for tax year 2012, the assessment of $69,403,000 will be 

reduced to $64,500,000; and for tax years 2013 and 2014, the 

taxpayer will withdraw the complaints, and the assessment of 

$69,403,000 will remain intact, resulting in a total refund to the 

taxpayer of $100,548; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 



 

CA-9 -  Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  

Associates Inc., Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional 

Appraisal Services for Property Located at 1400 Palisade Avenue 

for Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  Osso vs. the Borough – Fee Not 

to Exceed $2,500.00  

 

        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

        THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, the owner of property located at 1400 Palisade 

Avenue (“Property”) in the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has 

filed a complaint with the Tax Court challenging the Borough’s 

total assessment for the property for 2012 - 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed appraiser to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the complaint filed with the Tax Court 

challenging the Borough’s total assessment for the Property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 

McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 

professional appraisal services; and 

  

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and  
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skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) 

days prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 



19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 

the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 

any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have previously been 

submitted by McNerney and are maintained on file at the office of 

the Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the Property, also known as Block 2152, Lot 7, on the tax map 

of the Borough, there exists a need for McNerney to perform such 

appraisal in accordance with its proposal, dated October 21, 2014, 

attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that funds are available for these purposes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the Property is in the best interests of 

the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 

for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 

07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 

appraisal services with regard to the Property at a cost of 

$2,500.00 in connection with pending real property Tax Court 

appeals entitled “TD Bank (Schmidt) vs. Fort Lee,” in accordance 

with its proposal, dated October 21, 2014, attached hereto and 

made a part hereof. 
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 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a copy of this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-10 - Awarding Bid for Solid Waste Collection, Disposal and 

Recycling Services to Miele Sanitation Co., Inc., Closter, New 

Jersey – Three Year Contract – Total Contract Price for All 

Services for Three Years - $6,594,000.00 

 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

 OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

 SOLID WASTE COLLECTION, DISPOSAL AND RECYCLING  SERVICES 



 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for solid waste 

collection, disposal and recycling services in the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Borough advertised and 

received bids for solid waste collection, disposal and recycling 

services, and disposal services, all in accordance with law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough received bids for solid waste 

collection, disposal and recycling services, all in accordance 

with law, and on October 22, 2014, bids were received from the 

following companies for solid waste collection and recycling 

services, and disposal services: 

 

Miele Sanitation Co., Inc.  

60 Railroad Avenue 

Closter, New Jersey 07624;  

 

Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. 

77 Brookside Place 

Hillside, New Jersey 07642  

 

; and 

 

 WHEREAS, attached as Schedule 1 is a list of the prices bid 

by the above solid waste collection companies for the various 

options upon which the Borough sought bids for solid waste 

collection, disposal and recycling services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it would be in the 

best interests of its citizens for it to award a contract for 

solid waste collection and disposal services pursuant to Option 2 

and for recycling services pursuant to Option 3; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after review of the bid submitted by the ostensible 

low bidder for Options 2 and 3 – Miele Sanitation Co.,  
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Inc. (“Miele”), the Borough determined that the bid meets all of 

the requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s staff and professional consultants 

have recommended that a contract be awarded to Miele, as the 

lowest responsible bidder, for the provision of solid waste 

collection, disposal and recycling services pursuant to Options 2 

and 3 of the Bid Specifications; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Miele is necessary for 

the efficient operations of the Borough, and to ensure the 

continued availability of safe, adequate and proper solid waste 

collection, disposal and recycling services to the citizens of the 

Borough at a reasonable market price,    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey, that a contract for solid waste collection, disposal and 

recycling services be and is hereby awarded to Miele Sanitation 

Co., Inc., 60 Railroad Avenue, Closter, New Jersey 07624 as the 

lowest responsible and complying bidder for Options 2 and 3, in 

accordance with the requirements of the Bid Specifications and the 

Local Public Contracts Law, for a term of three years, with the 

Borough maintaining the option to extend the contract for as much 



as two additional years, at the prices shown on Schedule 1; 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the remaining 

bidder shall be returned in accordance with the requirements of 

the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor of the Borough be and 

is hereby authorized to execute a contract with Miele and all 

other documents necessary to implement the contract award as set 

forth herein for the provision of solid waste collection, disposal 

and recycling services in the Borough pursuant to and in 

accordance with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law;   

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for this contract; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 

available for public inspection.   

 

CA-11 - Authorizing Community Development Grant Application for  

Milling and Re-Paving of Old Bergen Boulevard from Route 5  

to Deerwood Road - $99,725.00  

 

 WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of 

$99,725.00 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort Lee for the 

milling and re-paving of Old Bergen Boulevard from State Highway 

Route 5 to Deerwood Road in the municipality of Fort Lee, and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 

Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Governing Body, 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the aforesaid project is 

in the best interest of the people of the Borough of Fort Lee, and 
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 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 

project, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the  

aforesaid project may be expedited. 

 

 

CA-12 - Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Bergen County  

Open Space Trust Fund Agreement for Improvements to Coytesville 

Park - $10,490.00  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee wishes to enter into a Bergen County Trust Fund Project 

Contract (“Contract”) with the County of Bergen for the purpose of 

using a $10,490.00 matching grant award from the 2013 Funding 

Round of the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain 

Protection, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“Trust 

Fund”) for the municipal park project entitled Coytesville Park 



Playground Rubber Surfacing Project located in Coytesville Park at 

corner of Wall Street and Sixth Street in Block 6854, Lot 1 on the 

tax map of the Borough of Fort Lee; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 

authorizes Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the 

aforesaid Contract; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby 

acknowledge that, in general, the use of this Trust Fund grant 

towards this approved park project must be competed by or about 

December 4, 2015; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council 

acknowledge that the grant will be disbursed to the municipality 

as a reimbursement upon submittal of certified Trust Fund payment, 

and other such documents as may be required by the County in 

accordance with the Trust Fund’s requirements; and,  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council 

acknowledge that the grant disbursement to the municipality will 

be equivalent to fifty (50) percent of the eligible costs incurred 

(not to exceed total grant award) applied towards only the 

approved park improvements identified in the aforesaid Contract in 

accordance with the Trust Fund’s requirements.  

 

 This resolution was adopted by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee at a meeting held on November 13, 2014. 

 

 

CA-13 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Prepare  

Specifications and Advertising of Bids for a Generator for the 

Recreation Department   

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and  
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directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

     . Advertising for Bids for a Generator for the 

        Recreation Center on Stillwell Avenue – 8
th
 Street 

 

 

CA-14 - Approving Developers Agreement for Bergen County United  

Way/Madeline Housing Partners, LLC AT 1254 Inwood Terrace  

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE  DEVELOPER’S 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND BERGEN COUNTY UNITED 

WAY/MADELINE HOUSING PARTNERS, LLC  

 

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2014, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of 

Adjustment (“ZBA”) granted approvals to the Bergen County United 

Way/Madeline Housing Partners, LLC (the “Developer”) for 

development of two buildings, Building 1 is proposed to be a one 

and one-half story building with four (4) bedrooms for 

developmentally disabled persons, and Building 2 is proposed to be 

three (3) stories with thirty (30) multi-family units, which would 

include five (5) units dedicated to special needs housing on 

property known as Block 1653, Lot 1, also known as 1253 Inwood 

Terrace (the “Property”); and 

 



WHEREAS, on September 29, 2014, the ZBA adopted a  resolution 

memorializing the approval, which was subject to the Developer 

entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort 

Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney and is attached hereto, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby 

approved and authorize to the execution of the Developer’s 

Agreement with the Developer.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action and that 

a copy of this resolution shall be filed in the Office of the 

Borough Clerk. 

 

 

CA-15 - Approving Developers Agreement for Joseph Romana at 280  

Myrtle Avenue, Block 6751, Lot 5   

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE DEVELOPER’S 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND JOSEPH ROMANA 

 

WHEREAS, on November 26, 2014, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of 

Adjustment (“ZBA”) granted approvals to Joseph Romana (the 

“Developer”) for development of a 3 single family townhomes on 

property known as Block 6751, Lot 5, also known as 280 Myrtle 

Avenue (the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, on December 10, 2014, the ZBA adopted a  resolution 

memorializing the approval, which was subject to the Developer 

entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort 

Lee; and 
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WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney and is attached hereto (Available in the Office 

of the Borough Clerk), 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby 

approved and authorize to the execution of the Developer’s 

Agreement with the Developer; and   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 

CA-16 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  

Application for Tuition Assistance for the Cost of Child Care for 

Children of Family Self-Sufficiency Participants for the Fort Lee 

Assistance and Support Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) - 

$30,000.00  

 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Grant in the amount of $30,000.00 has been proposed by the 

Fort Lee Assistance & Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H) Corporation for 

contracted child day care tuition subsidy; a very important 

support service which is made available to low income parents 

participating in the Housing Authority’s Family Self-Sufficiency 



Program which is operated by the Fort Lee Housing Authority in the 

municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 

Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 

people of Fort Lee and the County of Bergen; and 

 

     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 

 

     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited.   

 

 

CA-17 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  

Application as Proposed by the Fort Lee Housing Authority for 

Improvements to the Harry J. Holtje House - $40,000.00 

 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) in the amount of $40,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort 

Lee Housing Authority for funds for improvements to the Harry J. 

Holtje House Public Housing Building, located in the municipality 

of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act,  
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Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Governing Body; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 

low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 

Bergen; and 

 

     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 

project; and 

 

     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited.   

 

 

CA-18 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  

Application as Proposed by the Fort Lee Assistance and Support 

Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) for the Renovation and Restoration 

of a Historic Building (AKA) Rambo House at 2423 First Street - 

$100,000.00  

 



 WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Block Grant in the amount 

of $100,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee Assistance & 

Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation for the rehabilitation 

and restoration of the historic house known as the “Rambo House” 

located at 2423 First Street, Fort Lee, which will consist of two 

(2) 2-bedroom affordable units for low income veterans and their 

families; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 

Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 

low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 

Bergen; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 

project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited.  

 

 

CA-19 - Authorizing Purchase of a An All Steel Shelter (Gazebo)  

for Inwood Terrace Park from RCP Shelters, Inc., Stuart, Florida, 

Through State Contract #A81411 – $38,142.50 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is desirous of installing a 

steel shelter (Gazebo) as part of improvements to Inwood Terrace 

Park; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the steel shelter is available from RCP Shelters, 

Inc. via New Jersey State Contract #A81411; 

 

 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 

threshold amount of $36,000.00 and must be authorized by 

resolution of the governing body; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 

bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 

Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 

are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 

with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 

the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the purchase of the steel hip 

shelter for Inwood Terrace Park to RCP Shelters, Inc., 2100 SE 

Rays Way, Stuart, Florida 34994, in the amount of $38,142.50; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 

resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for this purchase through 

Capital Ordinance #04-2150-55-1408-002. 

 

 

CA-20 - Endorsing Support for the Goals and Purposes of the 2004 

Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act and the Highlands 

Regional Master Plan 

 

RESOLUTION OF CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR THE GOALS AND PURPOSES OF THE 

2004 HIGHLANDS WATER PROTECTION AND PLANNING ACT 

 

 WHEREAS, New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning 

Act (The Highlands Act) was enacted in order to protect the 

State’s water supplies and other significant resources; and 

 

 WHEREAS, The Highlands Act was passed with overwhelming 

bipartisan support in both the New Jersey State Senate and New 

Jersey State Assembly; and 

 

 WHEREAS, subsequently in 2008, the New Jersey Highlands Water 

Protection and Planning Council adopted the New Jersey Highlands 

Regional Master Plan, and proceeded with a program for its 

implementation through a Plan Conformance process, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is a municipality that 

receives all or a portion of its drinking water from sources 

within the Highlands Region; and that the Borough of Fort Lee 

relies on the resources of the Highlands to meet the current and 

future needs of its residents, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of   
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the Borough of Fort Lee, wishes that it be known that we strongly  

 

support the goals, policies and objectives of the 2004 Highlands 

Water Protection and Planning Act and the Highlands Regional 

Master Plan. 

 

 

CA-21 - Awarding Contract to the North Jersey Humane Society, 

Bloomfield, New Jersey, for Certain Animal Control Services – Fee 

Not to Exceed $14,000.00 

 

     A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

 OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO NORTH JERSEY HUMANE  

 SOCIETY FOR ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of an animal control company to provide services for the 

relocation of feral cats on New York Avenue in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received 

quotations for the provision of animal control services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) wish to award a contract for the provision of animal 

control services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 



N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for 

bids and bidding therefor, the purchase of any goods or services 

whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold of $36,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, North Jersey Humane Society (“NJHS”) submitted a 

proposal, dated November 2, 2014, outlining the animal control 

services it proposes to implement for the relocation of feral cats 

on New York Avenue in the Borough in order to properly provide 

care and preservation of animal welfare; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award of a contract to NJHS for the provision 

of animal control services will be performed at a cost not to 

exceed $14,000, which amount is less than the threshold of $17,500 

under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is not subject to the 

provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has 

determined that sufficient funds are available to award a contract 

for the provision of animal control services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of animal 

control services is in the best interests of the Borough; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations and the health, 

safety and welfare of the citizens of the Borough,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 
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 1. That NJHS, 61 Bukowski Place, Bloomfield, New Jersey, 

shall be and is hereby appointed to provide animal control services 

for the relocation of feral cats on New York Avenue in the 

Borough, in accordance its proposal, dated November 2, 2014, 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and 

contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 

satisfactory to the Borough. 

 

 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive 

bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, 

specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the goods 

or services does not exceed the bidding threshold and the Borough 

has obtained competitive quotations for the goods or services. 

 

 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough and NJHS, providing for total 

compensation for the provision of animal control services for the 

relocation of feral cats on New York Avenue in the Borough in 

accordance with its proposal to the Borough in an amount not to 

exceed $14,000.00, and further memorializing the scope of work and 

such other terms and conditions as may be necessary; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Chief Financial 

Officer certifies that funds are available for the contract; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 

contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 

Clerk’s office; and 



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 

the award of the contract in a newspaper as required by law. 

 

 

CA-22 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Werner 

R. Ennesser for Fire Company #1 

 

 The auxiliary firefighter application for Werner R. Ennesser 

for Fire Company #1 was approved. 

 

 

 Doug Sugarman, 2100 Linwood Avenue, had questions pertaining 

to CA-8.  Mr. Cohen responded to his questions. 

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-22) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 - Authorizing the Issuance of Requests for Qualifications for  

2015 for Professional Services for the Borough of Fort Lee Through 

the Fair and Open Process Prepared in Folder 

  

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
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     A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF REQUESTS FOR                 

     QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO THE BOROUGH 

     OF FORT LEE  

 

     WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2006, N.J.S.A 19:44A-20.1 et seq., 

commonly known as the “State Pay to Play” law, enacted by  

the New Jersey State Legislature shall become effective; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.3, a municipality may 

not award contracts with a value in excess of $17,500.00 to a 

business entity which has made reportable  contributions in excess 

of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the said municipality’s political 

parties or to any candidate’s committee  

of any person serving in an elective public office of the said 

municipality when such a contract was awarded, unless said 

business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open  

process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the  

following: (1) public advertisement of a Request for 

Qualifications (hereinafter the “RFQ”) issued a minimum ten (10) 

calendar days notice prior to the receipt of responses to the RFQ; 

(2) award of contract under a process that provides for public 

solicitation of qualifications; (3) award of contract under 

publicly disclosed criteria established, in writing, by the 

municipality prior to the solicitation of qualifications; and (4) 

the municipality shall publicly announce the weightings for the 

evaluation criteria and open the Qualifications Statements; and  

 



 WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(hereinafter the “Borough”) to engage professionals and the 

Borough desires to appoint such professionals by a “fair and open 

process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that 

requests for RFQs for professional services for the following 

professional services for the Borough and its agencies are hereby 

authorized: 

 

 1.  Borough Attorney 

 2.  Labor Attorney 

 3.  Borough Auditor 

 4.  Bond Counsel 

 5.  Borough Engineer 

 6.  Building Department/Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 

 7.  Municipal Court/Police Department Accountant 

 8.  Tax Counsel 

 9.  Borough Risk Manager 

     10. Health Benefits 

 11. Traffic Engineer 

     12. Purchasing Consultant 

     13. Special/Conflict Counsel 

     14. Borough Planner 

     15. Rent Leveling Board Attorney 

      

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all of the RFQs for the 

professional services as set forth hereinabove shall be prepared 

and published in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. and 

all such RFQs shall be evaluated on the basis of the most  
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advantageous RFQ, all factors considered, including, but not 

limited to: (1) experience and reputation in the profession; (2) 

knowledge of the subject matter to be addressed under contract; 

(3) availability to accommodate any required meetings of the  

Borough or Borough Agency; (4) and cost proposal. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

R-2 - Authorizing and Directing the Planning Board to Examine 

Whether Certain Lands Located at 1679-1685 Bergen Boulevard and 

604-608 Main Street Should be a Non-Condemnation Area in Need of 

Redevelopment (Amendment of R-2 Originally Approved on August 21, 

2014) – Commonly Known as Redevelopment Area 8  

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

AMENDING TO CLARIFY RESOLUTION R-2, ADOPTED ON AUGUST 21, 2014 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (the “Borough”) has 

identified certain properties located at 1679-1685 Bergen 

Boulevard and 604-608 Main Street, specifically Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 

and 8 in Block 3557, as delineated on the tax map attached hereto 

and made part of this resolution, to be considered for designation 

as an area “in need of redevelopment”, pursuant to the Local 

Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.; and  



 

 WHEREAS, before an area may be declared in need of 

redevelopment, it is legally necessary for the adoption of a 

resolution authorizing the Planning Board of the Borough to 

undertake a preliminary study to determine whether the proposed 

area meets the criteria for designation as a redevelopment area 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires that the Borough Planning Board 

undertake an examination as to whether Block 3557, Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 

and 8, may be deemed “an area in need of redevelopment”. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough hereby states that any redevelopment 

area determination shall authorize the municipality to use all 

those powers provided by the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law 

for use in a redevelopment area other than the use of eminent 

domain (hereinafter referred to as a "Non-Condemnation 

Redevelopment Area"); and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that the Borough Planning Board is hereby directed and 

authorized to examine whether the lands located at 1679-1685 

Bergen Boulevard and 604-608 Main Street Main Street, comprising 

Block 3557, Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, as delineated on the tax map 

attached hereto and made part of this resolution, should be 

determined a Non-Condemnation “area in need of redevelopment” 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-3; and 

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council that 

they hereby state that any redevelopment area determination shall  
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authorize the municipality to use all those powers provided by the 

Local Redevelopment and Housing Law for use in a redevelopment 

area other than the use of eminent domain, known as a Non-

Condemnation Redevelopment Area; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 

effect immediately.  
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

R-3 – Amending Capital Budget 

 

 Councilman Suh introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2014 was 

amended on the 9th day of October, 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 

section, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 

amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2014 

Budget be made: 

 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2014) 

 



             Capital             To Be 

                        Estimated      Improvement       Debt          Funded In 

Project    Project # Total Cost       Fund          Authorized     Future Years 

  

Main Street Forcemain/  2014-5 3,200,000 160,000  3,040,000 

Streetscape Revitalization Project 

 

 

 

Total All Projects       10,302,750     248,108        5,054,642        5,000,000       

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 

                       Funding Amounts Per Year       

 
Project         Estimated Total    Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 

  #                     Cost            Year    Year      Year       Year     Year      Year 

                                     2014    2015      2016       2017    2018       2019 

2014-5 

 

Main Street Forcemain/    3,200,000  

Streetscape Revitalization Project 

 

 

 

 

Total All Projects        10,302,750     5,302,700 2015 Through 2019 1,000,000 Each Year 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  

       Estimated     Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project           Total Cost    Improvement       General 

  #                                   Fund   

           

2014-5       3,200,000    160,000          3,040,000 

  

Total All Projects    10,302,750    498,108          9,804,642 
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TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2014) 
 

      Capital     Grants in                     To Be 

       Project     Estimated    Improvement  Aid and      Debt          Funded In 

Project       Number      Total Cost    Fund       Other Funds  Authorized     Future Years 

  #2014-5   

 

Main Street Forcemain/    5,362,000   160,000    2,162,000      3,040,000 

Streetscape Revitalization Project 

 

 

Total All Projects       12,464,750   248,108    2,162,000      5,054,462   5,000,000 

          

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 

 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project        Project    Estimated           Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 

                 #       Total Cost           Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 

                                              2014     2015    2016   2017   2018   2019 

 

Main Street Forcemain/ 

Streetscape Revitalization Project 

 

  2014-5     5,3262,000        5,362,000                         

 

Total All Projects       12,464,750         7,464,750  1,000,000 Each Year for 2015-2019 

 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 

       Grants in Aid 

  Estimated Total Capital  and Other   Bonds and Notes 

Project        Cost          Improvement    Funds     General  

                               Fund            

 



2014-5       5,362,000      160,000        2,162,000    3,040,000 

 

 

Total All   12,464,750      498,108    2,162,000          9,804,642 

Projects 

 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 

resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 

Local Government Services. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky 

 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 

 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Sohmer – Reported on behalf of Councilman Pohan that 

the Fort Lee Film Commission held its 10
th
 annual Jersey 

Filmmakers of Tomorrow Bergen County High School Student Film 

Festival screening and awards ceremony at the auditorium of Fort 

Lee High School on November 9
th
. The James Gandolfini Best of the 

Fest Award went to Melanie Juliano of Cliffside Park High School 

for her film “100 Likes.”  The award was presented by Johanna 

Antonucci sister of the late actor and New Jersey native James 

Gandolfini.  The second prize went to Peter Champion of Cresskill 

High School for his film “Found”, third prize went to Andrew 

Favorito of Pascack Valley High School for his film “Escape from  
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Orcus.”  The Fort Lee Film Commission, in cooperation with the  

Gandolfini family and HBO, last year renamed the Jersey Filmmakers 

of Tomorrow Best of the Fest Award to the James Gandolfini Best of 

the Fest Award. He Congratulated the top ten finalists.   

 

 He stated that the General Washington’s Retreat to Victory 

sponsored by the Borough of Fort Lee, the Palisades Interstate 

Park, the Fort Lee Historical Society, the Fort Lee Historic 

Preservation Commission, and the Fort Lee Office of Cultural 

Affairs will take place on Saturday, November 22
nd
 at 11:30 AM.  

The Brigade of the American Revolution will assemble at the Fort 

Lee Historic Park and exit the park to retrace General George 

Washington’s footsteps up Main Street and march to Fort Lee’s 

Monument Park.  A ceremony that will include a musket fire salute 

will take place at Monument Park. 

 

 He stated that the Fort Lee Historical Society will be 

hosting a “Punch & Pie” night fundraiser at the Historic Kearney 

House on November 22
nd
. The event will start at 7:00 PM and will 

consist of a living history program in a tavern that dates back to 

before the American Revolution. Tickets are $30.00; all proceeds 

will go towards the Fort Lee Historical Society. 

 

 

 Councilman Sohmer reported that the “Frank Sinatra’s Birthday 

Sing-Off” sponsored by the G.W. Grill and the Fort Lee Film 

Commission will be held on December 12
th
 at 8:00 PM at the G.W. 

Grill admission is free.  The celebration will consist of several 

singers who will perform Frank Sinatra songs and compete.  The 

competition will be judged by WFDU DJ, Christine Vitale and The 



Royal Teens Tom Austin will select the top prize winner.   

 

He stated that the Fort Lee Farmer’s Market continues each Sunday 

through November 23
rd
 from 8:00 AM – to 2:00 PM at the plaza at 

the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center.  Specialty cakes can be 

ordered for Thanksgiving at Mortgage Apple Cakes a participating 

vendor.  For further information contact the Fort Lee Office of 

Cultural & Heritage Affairs at 201-693-2763.      

 

 He congratulated  Werner Ennesser volunteer Fireman Fire 

Company # 1 for volunteering.  He commented that volunteer 

Firefighters are needed in the Borough of Fort Lee, anyone 

interested should contact the Fire Chief at 201-592-3500 ext. 

1013. 

 

  

Councilman Suh – Reported that the Fort Lee Board of Education is 

hosting a community forum for their referendum on November 19
th
 at 

7:00 PM at the Fort Lee High School Auditorium.  The Special 

Election concerning the referendum will be held on Tuesday, 

December 9, 2014.   

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – Reported that the Health Department has 

administered over 500 flu vaccinations, there are approximately 

200 vaccines left. Contact the Health Department for a flu 

vaccine.   

 

She stated that Matters involving no heating issues should be 

directed to the Health Department as they will monitor 

accordingly.  
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She stated that the Library will be holding two concerts on 

November 23
rd. 

 Phyllis Lynd and Sean Mahoney will be performing 

duets featuring the music of Irvin Berlin and Cole Porter. On 

November 30
th
 there will be a piano concert with pianists Virginia 

LaFaro and Councilman Armand Pohan. She encouraged the public to 

attend.       

 

Councilman Cervieri – Reported that this past week the Borough 

celebrated Veterans Day with a well attended ceremony held in 

front of the VFW Hall. There were a number of portraits displayed 

inside the VFW recognizing the Veterans of the Borough of Fort 

Lee. He stated that there is an 8000 American Flag display outside 

Fort Lee High School known as the Field of Heroes, the field is 

dedicated to the Veterans for all of their contributions to this 

country. He thanked his Uncle John who served as a pilot during 

the Korean War, he stated that his Uncle has been an inspiration 

to him.  His Uncle served as one of the outstanding basketball 

players in the year that Fort Lee High School won their State 

championship.  

 

He thanked the voters of Fort Lee for re-electing Mr. Pohan, Mr. 

Sargenti and Mr. Suh, he congratulated them all. He commended 

those who also ran and showed a desire to participate in the 

election process.  

 

He sent his condolences to the family of Janet Cooney, Planning 

Board Member on the passing of her mother. 

 

He reminded the public to please contact the Richard A. Nest 

Senior Center 201-592-1513 for details on their upcoming holiday 

party. 



 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich congratulated 

Councilman Pohan, Councilman Sohmer and Councilman Suh on being 

re-elected to serve on the Borough Council.  

 

Speaker     Subject       Response 

 

Gary Schwartz         .NJ Highlands Coalition   Mayor Sokolich 

2175 Hudson Terrace     CA-20 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and there 

being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 

objections at 8:45 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Evelyn Rosario, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                             Thursday, October 9, 2014 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Suh (Arrived at 8:10 p.m.), Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    Evelyn Rosario, Deputy Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 



CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that Redevelopment Area 5 is currently 

in process.  There was a recent grand opening for the first tower 

built consisting of 49 stories.  The Borough is very excited as 

the building will soon be occupied.  The developer is now starting 

the design process for the second building which is considered the 

east portion of Redevelopment Area 5. The west portion is a mixed 

used development consisting of retail and additional residences.  

Mayor Sokolich has been told by the Mr. Tucker, the developer that 

the leasing for the 180,000 square foot of retail is going very 

well. A culture is being created that everybody wants to come back 

to Fort Lee, the Borough is very close to regaining the title as 

the envy of Eastern Bergen County that has always been the goal 

and that’s the direction the Borough is headed.   

 

 Mr. Suh arrived at this point in the meeting at approximately 

8:10 p.m. 

 

 He stated that a special improvement district started not 

too long ago along with the efforts of the Governing Body.  A 

refurbishment of Main Street will soon be underway, the 

refurbishment consists of replacing the utilities that are in the 

bed of Main Street, replacing sidewalks, new vegetation, new  

benches and, new curbing, etc. Additionally, the special 

improvement district will also include the massaging of the roads 

in various sections on Main Street were the width of the sidewalk 

are now two or three feet it will be changed to seven to eight  
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feet.  The massaging of the roads will take a while, and 

everyone’s patience will be needed as it will cause some 

inconvenience.    

 

 He stated that the Borough is planning by end of the year to 

implement an adaptive traffic signalization system. The system 

will be paid by the redevelopers of Redevelopment Area 5. It’s s a 

joint effort between the Borough, Bergen County and the State of 

New Jersey.  The program consists of fourteen intersections where 

traffic lights essentially talk to each other wirelessly.  This 

program will help ease traffic delays and congestion in and around 

the Borough. 

 

Mayor Sokolich commented that the Girl Scouts Troop 1007 is 

present this evening and he emphasized the importance of 

volunteerism.      

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

PR-1 - Fort Lee Girl Scout Troop 1017 

 

 Mayor Sokolich read the following with regard to Fort Lee 

Girl Scout Troop 1017: 

 

 “The Bronze Award is the third highest award in Girls Scouts 

of the USA.  The girls must complete a fifteen-hour service 

project that provides service inside and outside Girl Scouting. 

 

 The girls must have completed the following before they could 

start their service projects: 

 



 Complete a Junior Girl Scout Journey 

 Build a Girl Scout Junior team 

 Explore their community 

 Choose a Junior Girl Scout Bronze Aware project 

 Make a plan 

 Put the plan in motion 

 Spread the word  

 

 We had two groups one worked with the Center for Food Action, 

and one worked with the Fort Lee Library. 

 

 A group of girls from the Fort Lee Girl Scout Troop 1017 

decided to complete their Bronze award requirements by collecting 

food items for the Center for Food Action in Englewood.  

Specifically, they collected certain food items for the Center’s 

Weekend Snack Pack Program which helps local needy children by 

discreetly giving them bags of 7 specific snack and food items so 

they can have snacks and food over the weekends when they do not 

have access to school lunches.  The girls spoke to their 

respective principals at their schools and received permission to 

do food drives at their various schools.  The girls also collected 

donations at the Fort Lee Street Fair and where able to buy even 

more food products.  The greater task was then assembling these 

snack packs into Ziploc baggies for the Center.  The girls were 

able to assemble and deliver close to 300 fully  

assembled snack packs and many more assorted food items, filling 

three minivans to the Center at the end of June.  Delivery at this 

time enabled needy children to receive these snack packs  

over the summer when they also do not have access to school  

meals.  The girls are very proud of their accomplishments and of 

how much they were able to help the Center for Food Action. 
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 We are Girls Scouts in Fort Lee Troop 1017.  To demonstrate 

community service we completed the requirements for the Girl Scout 

Bronze Award.  To achieve this award, we selected Library 

Awareness as our focus.  In June we hung up signs in town asking 

for donations of gently used books for the annual library sale.  

Also, we promoted the request for donations and publicized the 

date of the library book sale throughout our schools.  On the day 

of the sale we volunteered helping keep the display of books 

organized and restocking the tables.  A benefit of selecting this 

cause was that we were also able to interact with friends and 

neighbors.  September was Library Awareness Month.  To promote 

awareness we created a poster that we displayed at the Fort Lee 

Farmers’ Market. While at the Farmers’ Market we distributed 

information about free programs at the Fort Lee Public Library 

that services adults as well as children and handed out 

information about how to get a library card.  It is important for 

people to know about the programs and benefits offered by our 

public library.  It is free, a great resource for information and 

can be a meeting place for all.  We hope our efforts encourage 

more children and adults to utilize the resources of our library. 

The Fort Lee Public Library is for everyone in the community, it 

offers a wide range of materials, programs, resources and it is 

all free.”   

 

Diane Sicheri came forward and stated that each girl is going 

to receive their actual pin placed on a ribbon for tonight’s 

purposes but that they will go on their cadet uniforms which they 

will wear starting tomorrow.  They will also each receive a 

certificate of acknowledgement confirming completion of their 

bronze awards.  

 

Mayor Sokolich stated the certificate “The Girl Scouts Bronze 

Award” is presented by Girl Scouts of the USA for community 



service to take action project in the tradition of the Girl Scout 

promise  

 

 Certificates of appreciations and pins were presented by the 

Mayor and Diane Sicheri to the following girl scouts. 

 

 Isabel Kim, Marygrace Sicheri, Sarah Silver, Priya Thuran, 

      Katia Urquiola, Bella Sarnoff and Emily Silva 

 

Diane Sicheri commented that the organization is proud of the 

young ladies as they worked extremely hard to attain this 

achievement.  Ms. Sicheri thanked all of the public schools in 

Fort Lee and Our Lady of Grace in Fairview, she also thanked all 

of the businesses in the Borough that contributed to the efforts 

of the Girl Scouts and thanked Tom Meyers and everyone else who 

helped make their achievement a success.  

 

Mayor Sokolich thanked Ms. Sicheri for the time and 

dedication she has provided to the Girl Scouts.  

 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

PROC-1 – National Disabilities Awareness Month 

 

 Mr. Grant, Borough Clerk read the following proclamation: 

 

WHEREAS, this Nation’s ardent promotion of the Rights of 

People with Disabilities affirms our commitment to ensure that 

People with Disabilities have every opportunity to reach their 

full potential, in every aspect of life; and 
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     WHEREAS, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, which 

prohibits discrimination in employment, public accommodations, 

transportation and communication, reaches its twenty fourth year 

of implementation in 2014; and 

 

     WHEREAS, there is much progress to celebrate, and yet even 

more progress to strive toward, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby declares October as “National 

Disabilities Awareness Month” in Fort Lee; and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council do hereby 

proclaim that October provides a special opportunity to actively 

celebrate the significant contributions of People with 

Disabilities, and to strengthen, even further, our ongoing 

dedication to equal opportunity for every individual. 

 

Councilman Sohmer commented that the ADA Board of the Borough 

of Fort Lee is a very active board the board is comprised of 

members who have disabilities and also members of the town and  

town workers.  Information concerning the Borough’s American with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) can be obtained by visiting the Fort Lee 

website. The ADA Board meets once a month at Borough Hall, 2
nd
 

Floor Conference Room. The Borough is very proud of the ADA Board.  

Councilman Sohmer thanked the Borough of Fort Lee along with the 

Mayor and Council.     

 

Mayor Sokolich stated that Bobbi Wailes received a volunteer 

of the year award last night in a ceremony held at the Bergen 

County Technical High School. 

 

Councilman Sohmer added that last night Bergen County 



acknowledged Chairwoman Bobbi Wailes as volunteer of the year from 

Fort Lee along with Michael Klein.  Mr. Klein does a lot for the 

girls Basketball League.  They were both honored last night at a 

ceremony held at the Bergen County Technical High School. 

Councilman Sohmer wished them good luck as they are both terrific 

volunteers.   

 

Mayor Sokolich commented that volunteers are what 

distinguishes the Borough.  Without volunteers, the Borough would 

just be brick and mortar. He added that he is very proud of the 

many volunteers throughout the Borough.   

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 21, 2014 

Special Meeting were approved with Councilman Suh abstaining. 

 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 21 , 

2014 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Suh abstaining. 

 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 18, 

2014 Executive Session were approved with Councilwoman Kasofsky 

abstaining. 
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PRESENTATION 

 

PR-2 – Borough Clerk 

 

 At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich stated that he 

feels that it’s appropriate to interrupt this meeting at this 

point before the Borough Clerk, Neil Grant, calls out the heading 

of his last meeting minutes of a twenty seven year career. It is 

official that the Borough Clerk for the last twenty seven years is 

retiring.  

 

 “Just a little bit of background; Neil was hired by the 

Borough in June 1987 as a computer operator for the Municipal 

Court.  In December 1993 he transferred from the Municipal Court 

as Deputy Court Administrator to the Borough Clerk’s office.  In 

1995 he became Assistant Borough Clerk and then was named acting 

Borough Clerk on July 23, 1998.  He was then officially named 

Borough Clerk on November 12, 1998.  He attended approximately 294 

consecutive televised meetings from August 1998 through tonight’s 

meeting without ever missing a televised meeting. Remember through 

2008 the Mayor and Council met four times a month and the point is 

that this was a very busy schedule. At one point we used to have 

two televised meetings a month, now we only have one, but back in 

the day there were four overall meetings a month which makes that 

feat much more incredible.” 

 

Mayor Sokolich continued and commented that Neil never took 

more than five consecutive business days off in his twenty-seven 

(27) years in Fort Lee and that Neil is truly a dedicated 

individual.  During Bridgegate Neil received an abundance of Open 

Public Records Act (OPRA) requests, which he handled heroically 

and professionally.  Since 1998 the Borough has had by far the 

best Municipal Clerk in the State of New Jersey.  Mayor Sokolich 



wished Neil the happiest and greatest of retirements.   

 

 Mayor and Council present Mr. Grant with a plaque and a gift. 

 

Councilman Sohmer commented that Neil is a dedicated 

individual.  He has dedicated much of his life to the Borough.  

Councilman Sohmer stated that Neil will be missed and wished him 

good luck. 

 

Councilman Pohan commented that he’s not done with him 

because he’s going to be back at the reorganization meeting, and 

that he will missed as he’s been a great asset. 

 

Councilman Suh commented that Neil has always made himself 

available, his loyalty and duty is second to none.  He thanked 

Neil and stated that it’s been an amazing journey and he couldn’t  

have done half of the things without Neil as he provided him with 

much information and knowledge in the aspects of the town.   

 

Mayor Sokolich “I’m just going to add, one of the things that 

impressed me about Neil the most was his balance and no matter how 

crazy things got, no matter how busy things got, it was always 

inspiring to hear Neil talk about his son and how much he loves 

and how proud of him that he is and all the events that  

he did, and his mom, I thought that was also a special 

relationship and your mom is looking down on you right now my 

friend and saying boy was she blessed with an incredible son and 

Neil you do, you inspire me and you know the highest compliment I 

could ever pay anybody is if my kids grow up to be like you, I 

would be the happiest father in the world, God Bless you.” 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky commented that anytime she called Neil 

she received an instant response there was never a wait, the  
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information was always accurate.  Councilwoman Kasofsky stated 

that she will truly miss him as a friend and as a co-worker. 

 

Councilman Cervieri commented that Neil is an example of a 

true professional one who really cares.  There has never been a 

time in his seventeen (17) plus years here that when he has 

reached out to Neil no matter what time of the day or night, 

weekdays, weekends even when he’s on vacation, that Neil did not 

respond.  Councilman Cervieri stated that he is sad to see Neil go 

but happy to see he is retiring so that he has enough time to do 

many great things for a nice long healthy life, he wished him all 

the best. 

 

Lee Cohen, Esq., Borough Attorney commented that he has 

represented many municipalities across New Jersey for decades now 

and without reservation Neil is the best there is.  He thanked 

Neil for his dedication and service. 

 

 The Mayor and Council presented Mr. Grant with a plaque and a 

gift. 

 

 At this point Keith Bendul, Police Chief and Tim Ford, Deputy 

Police Chief, presented Mr. Grant with a plaque. 

 

Chief Bendul commented that this plaque is presented to Neil 

Grant, Borough Clerk, on behalf of the Fort Lee Police Department 

as they would like to recognize and congratulate him on his 

retirement after twenty-seven (27) years of dedicated service.  

Police Chief Bendul stated that Neil’s commitment and untiring 

service as the Borough Clerk is an example of work ethics and 

standards for all civil servants to follow.  His dedication, 

loyalty and friendship to the Borough of Fort Lee along with the 

citizens and his colleagues will long be remembered.  

 



Mr. Grant thanked everyone for their well wishes.  He didn’t 

know whether to be serious or humorous but that he would probably 

mix a little bit of both. Mr. Grant introduced his family, his 

middle brother Alan, his son David and his girlfriend Lois.  He 

also introduced Sharon Scheiner, Assistant Borough Clerk and Ms. 

Rosario, his Deputy Clerk.   

 

Mr. Grant continued and stated that twenty-seven (27) years 

ago  years ago when he came here at twenty-eight (28) years of age 

he had a full head of hair and he was not using Rogaine.  

Twenty-seven years later he’s still not using Rogaine and has very 

little hair. Yesterday he still had the Windex out in the morning.  

He added that it would make his mom proud.  He stated that his 

father passed away a couple weeks before he was actually appointed 

as Borough Clerk in 1998.  His mother unfortunately passed away 

this past May.  She knew he was retiring this year. Mr. Grant had 

planned on spending a little more time with her after his 

retirement.  She would have been very proud tonight.  

 

Mr. Grant expressed how much he misses his mother and father.  

He appreciates everyone being here this evening.   

 

Mr. Grant stated that with regard to the Police Department 

he’s in a unique position as his employment with the Borough of 

Fort Lee started in the Municipal Court.  He’s probably one of the 

very few Borough Clerks who started in the Municipal Court. He 

stated that female prisoners at that time when they got arrested 

would actually have to be sent to the Bergen County Jail that 

night.  People are probably not aware that police do not actually 

put people in jail.  It’s actually Judges and Municipal Court 

Administrators and Deputy Court Administrators who have to sign 

commitments.  He signed many commitments over the years at his  
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apartment at all hours of the night.  Mr. Grant stated that his 

relationship with the police has always been tremendous.  He has 

seen many of the officers go up through the ranks over the past 

twenty seven years.  In closing, Mr. Grant thanked Chief Bendul 

and Deputy Chief Ford along with Det. Keelen for being present 

tonight. 

  

 Mayor Sokolich commented that before Mr. Grant calls for a 

motion to approve the last set of minutes, he stated that Neil was 

always here, for example during snow storms and at various other 

days, times and hours Neil’s dedication to the Borough of Fort Lee 

has been second to none.  At this point in the meeting Mayor 

Sokolich asked Mr. Grant, to ask for the approval of his last set 

of minutes 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES CONTINUED 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 2, 2014 

Executive Session were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the meeting was recessed for a short break at 8:40 p.m. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Kasofski, the meeting was reconvened at 8:47 p.m. 

 

 At this point in the meeting Ms. Rosario came to the podium 

and handled the Borough Clerk duties for the remainder of the 

meeting. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 



Ordinance #2014-38 - Bond Ordinance Providing for Various Capital  

Improvements to Parks & Municipal Lots – Appropriating $100,000  

and Authorizing the Issuance of $95,000.00 Bonds or  Notes 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2014-38 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING 

$100,000 THEREOFR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $95,000 BONDS OR 

NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

November 13, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-39 - Amending Bond Ordinance 2011-14 for Various 

Capital Improvements for the Police Department to Include the 

Acquisition of a Generator  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-39 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SECTION 3(J)(I) OF BOND ORDINANCE NUMBERED 2011-14 OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY FINALLY 

ADOPTED JULY 21, 2011 IN ORDER TO AMEND THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 

PROJECT,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
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 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and  

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

November 13, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2014-35 - Bond Ordinance Providing for the Architect 

and Design Costs of the Fort Lee Theater/Museum in the Eastern 

Portion of Redevelopment Area #5 - $100,000.00 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-35 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 

CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECT AND DESGIN COSTS OF THE THEATER/MUSUEM IN 

THE EASTERN PORTION OF REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 IN AN BY THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING 

$100,000.00 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $100,000.00 

BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-36 - Bond Ordinance for ADA Construction 



Improvements – Appropriating $252,750.00 and Authorizing the 

Issuance of $240,000.00 Bonds or Notes 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman  

Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-36 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE BOROUGH’S 

SHARE OF CERTAIN ADA CONSTRUCTION IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 

APPROPRIATING $252,750 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF  

$240,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 

THEREOF” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-37 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-15 for White  

Collar Employees - Establishing Title and Salary for “Deputy  

Municipal Clerk” 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-37 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-15 –  
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ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES FOR 

2013-2016 – ESTABLISHING THE POSITION OF DEPUTY MUNICIPAL CLERK.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky,  

    Cervieri 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 

public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-19. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 

Current                                 $14,954,256.66 

Capital                                          261,079.00 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,493.45 



Trip Admissions                                         n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         74,503.26 

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,084.86 

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                                      n/a 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                   n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   27,883.20 

Police Justice                                          n/a 

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $15,324,300.43 

 

 
CA-2 - Approving Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Bryce 

Maida for Fire Company #4, Auxiliary Firefighter Application for 

Roy Gordy for Fire Company #2, and Auxiliary Firefighter 

Applications for Christopher Freitag and Joshua Valentin for Fire 

Company #3 

 

 The above listed junior auxiliary, auxiliary and firefighter 

applications were approved. 

Regular Meeting                                   October 9, 2014 

                                                         Page #10 

 

CA-3 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New  

Jersey for Period Covering July 1, 2014 Through September 30, 2014 

- $1,225.00 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 

authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 

America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 

amount of $1,225.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 

union licenses for the period covering July 1, 2014 through 

September 30, 2012. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis 

to the Department of Human Services. 

 

01-2887 

 

 
CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notice of Police Officer Pedro Morey 

- Effective February 1, 2015 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Police Officer Pedro Morey with the 

Police Department has submitted a retirement notice dated 

September 25, 2014 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; 

and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Police Officer Morey’s retirement 

will be effective February 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.  

 

 

CA-5 - Accepting Retirement Notice of Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., Chief 

Financial Officer, Tax Collector and Treasurer for the Finance 

Department – Effective January 1, 2015 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., Chief Financial  

Officer, Tax Collector and Treasurer with the Finance Department  

has submitted a retirement notice dated October 1, 2014 and the 

Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    

 



 BE IT RESOLVED that Joseph Iannaconi’s retirement will be 

effective on January 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   

  

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Full Time Hiring of Wendy Weissman as a Clerk  

Typist for the Office of Information Technology and Borough 

Engineer’s Office as Needed - $29,000.00 Annually  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

have determined that a Clerk Typist is needed in the Information 

Technology Office, as well as the Office of Borough Engineer, and 

said position must be filled,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Wendy Weissman be appointed to the a 

full-time position of Clerk Typist and will work in both the  

Information Technology Office, as well as the Borough Engineer’s 

Office, with an effective date retroactive to September 29, 2014, 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil 

Service Commission and shall be at an annual salary of $29,000.00.  

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Rana Kiritkuma N 

and Fairview Equities LLC (Pocket Licenses) for 2014-2015 
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 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that the following plenary retail distribution and 

consumption licenses for the years 2014/2015 be issued to the 

applicant listed below for premises designated opposite their 

respective names for the distribution or sale of alcoholic 

beverages.  

 

 STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE     

 

 0219-44-035-006   Rana Kiritkuma N 

 

(One Year Special Ruling Received from the State of New Jersey, 

 ABC, dated September 12, 2014 for 2014-2015) 

 

     0219-33-044-007   Fairview Equities Inc. 

 

(One Year Special Ruling Received from the State of New Jersey, 

 ABC, dated October 2, 2014 for 2014-2015) 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 

is authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  

corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from 

Joe & Max Inc. to Oak Tong Corp. at 1629 Schlosser Street  

 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 

person transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-041- 

012, heretofore issued to Joe & Max Inc.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 

been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 



 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 

to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 

local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 

authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 

of the license and the licensed business and all additional 

financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 

certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 

Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 

New Jersey, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person  

transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to 

Oak Tong Corp located at 1629 Schlosser Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey 07024, effective October 9, 2014 and does hereby direct the 

Borough Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 

ownership. 

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from 

NTN Fort Lee Inc. to NTN Brother Corp., t/a Chillers Grill at 2191 

Fletcher Avenue  

 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 

person transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-016-

006, 
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heretofore issued to NTN Fort Lee Inc.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 

been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 

to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 

local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 

authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 

of the license and the licensed business and all additional 

financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 

certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 

Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 

New Jersey, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 

transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to 

NTN Brothers Inc. t/a Chillers Grill located at 2191 Fletcher 

Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024, effective October 9, 2014 and  

does hereby direct the Borough Clerk to endorse the license 

certificate to the new ownership. 

 

 

CA-10 - Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Bergen County  

Community Development Block Grant for Installation of Generators 

for the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center - $90,000.00 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 



Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of 

Bergen for the purpose of using $90,000.00 in 2014-2015 Community 

Development Block Grant funds for Installation of Generators at 

the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizen Center; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 

authorizes Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the 

aforesaid Grant Agreement; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby 

authorizes Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., Chief Financial Officer, to sign 

all County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid 

project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes 

that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for any funds not spent in 

accordance with the Grant Agreement; and that liability of the 

Mayor and Council is in accordance with HUD requirements. 

 

 

CA-11 - Authorizing Cancellation of Taxes on Borough Property for 

183 Main Street and 2423 First Street  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee purchased two (2) properties 

in the year 2013; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there remain outstanding 2013 property taxes on 

these parcels; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the following outstanding property 

taxes are hereby cancelled: 

 
 BLOCK/LOT  ADDRESS    AMOUNT 

 

 4851.01/2  183 Main Street  $11,139.76 

 6959/11  2423 First Street  $  2,805.60 

 

 TOTAL:       $13,945.36 

 

 

CA-12 - Authorizing Settlement Proposal With Harris Corporation 

Regarding the Installation and Maintenance of the Borough’s Radio 

and Communication System 

 

WHEREAS, a dispute arose between the Borough of Fort Lee and 

the Harris Corporation (hereinafter collectively referred to as 

the “Parties”) regarding the installation and maintenance of the 

Borough’s Radio and Communication System; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Demand for Arbitration was made as a result of the 

dispute between the Parties; and  

 

WHEREAS, as a result of the negotiations of the Parties, 

assisted by legal counsel of their own choosing, the Parties have 

arrived at a Settlement Proposal which is incorporated in a 

September 5, 2014 letter from Harris Corporation’s General Counsel 

to the Borough Attorney and executed by Harris  

Corporation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

have been advised, both through technical and legal advice, that 

under all operative facts, the settlement is beneficial and 

satisfactory to the Borough of Fort Lee; and   

 



WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee must designate a 

representative to execute the Settlement Proposal on behalf of the 

Borough of Fort Lee,  

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 

execute the Settlement Proposal between the Borough of Fort Lee 

and Harris Corporation; and the Borough Administrator is 

authorized to carry out the terms of the Settlement Proposal 

including, but not limited to, making the payments called for 

therein, working with Harris Corporation on the remedial services 

to be provided, hiring a technical advisor to assist the Borough 

of Fort Lee in the required analysis, maintenance, testing and 

acceptance set forth in the Settlement Proposal, and such other 

activities as may be necessary. 

 

 

CA-13 - Awarding Bid to Environmental Renewal, LLC, Woodland Park, 

New Jersey for the Provision of Leaf Removal Services –Three Year 

Contract  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined it is necessary to retain the services  

of a licensed entity to provide leaf removal services in the 

Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 

solicited bids for the provision of leaf removal services in the  
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Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on September 23, 2014, bids were received in 

response to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following 

bidders:  

 

 Environmental Renewal, LLC $ 9.50/cubic yard Year 1 

 Woodland Park, New Jersey $ 9.80/cubic yard Year 2  

           $10.10/cubic yard Year 3 

 

 S. Rotondi & Sons, Inc. $25.00/cubic yard Year 1 

 Summit, New Jersey   $25.00/cubic yard Year 2 

       $25.00/cubic yard Year 3  

  

; and   

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 

by Environmental Renewal, LLC (“Environmental”) is in compliance 

with the requirements of the bid specifications and that 

Environmental constitutes the lowest, responsible and complying  

bidder for the provision of leaf removal services in the Borough; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has reviewed 

the Borough’s available funds and has determined that sufficient  

funds are available to award a contract for the provision of leaf 

removal services in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that Environmental Renewal, LLC, 27 

Andrews Drive, Woodland Park, New Jersey 07424 is hereby 

determined to be the lowest responsible and complying bidder and 

is awarded a contract for a term of three years for the provision 

of leaf removal services in the Borough in the amount of $9.50 per 



cubic yard for Year 1, $9.80 per cubic yard for Year 2, $10.10 per 

cubic yard for Year 3, in accordance with the applicable bid 

documents and specifications;  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 

authorized to execute a contract with Environmental for the 

provision of leaf removal services in the Borough; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer 

certifies that funds are available for the provision of leaf 

removal services in the Borough; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the other 

bidder be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 

and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 

contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

 

 

CA-14 - Awarding Bid to P.L. Custom Body and Equipment, Manasquan, 

New Jersey for the Provision of Conversion Services for Various 

Vehicles for the Police Department – $178,914.00 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined that it is necessary to contract for 

the provision of conversion services for vehicles used by the Fort 

Lee Police Department; and  
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 WHEREAS, on August 25, 2014, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the provision of 

conversion services for vehicles used by the Fort Lee Police 

Department; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on October 1, 2014, bid packages were received from 

the following vendors in response to the Borough’s public 

solicitation for bids for the provision of conversion services for 

vehicles used by the Fort Lee Police Department: 

  

 P.L. Custom Body and Equipment Co., Inc.  

 Manasquan, New Jersey 

 

  1. Two Police ESU Conversions  $100,557.00 

  2. One Police SUV Conversion $ 78,357.00 

 

 First Priority emergency Vehicles   

 Flanders, New Jersey 

 

  1. Two Police ESU Conversions  $135,448.00 

  2. One Police SUV Conversion $ 90,281.00 

 

; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 

by P. L. Custom Body and Equipment Co. Inc. (“P.L. Custom”), is in 

compliance with the requirements of the Bid Specifications, and 

that P.L. Custom constitutes the lowest responsible and complying 

bidder for the provision of conversion services for vehicles used 

by the Fort Lee Police Department; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 

provision of conversion services for vehicles used by the Fort Lee 

Police Department; and 

 



 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that funds are available in the Federal Confiscated Funds Account 

for the contract for the provision of conversion services for 

vehicles used by the Fort Lee Police Department,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey that P.L. Custom Body and Equipment Co. Inc., 2201 Atlantic 

Avenue, Manasquan, New Jersey, is hereby determined to be the 

lowest responsible and compliant bidder and is awarded the 

contract for the provision of conversion services for vehicles 

used by the Fort Lee Police Department in accordance with the 

applicable bid documents and specifications for the amount of 

$178,914.00; and.   

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer 

certified that funds are available in the Federal Confiscated 

Funds Account for the provision of conversion services for 

vehicles used by the Fort Lee Police Department; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 

contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office.  
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 CA-15 - Authorizing Lease Agreement With Northbridge Park Co-Op, 

Inc. for the Installation, Maintenance and Operation of Cameras 

for the Police Department 

   

WHEREAS, the Police Department of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“FLPD”) have determined that is necessary for the protection of 

the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Borough to 

install cameras in the vicinity of skating rink at Northbridge 

Park; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Northbridge Park Co-Op, Inc. (“Northbridge”) is the 

owner of certain property and high rise premises located at 2200 

North Central road in the Borough, which property has been 

determined to serve as optimal site for the installation of 

cameras by the FLPD to monitor activities at the skating rink and  

Northbridge Park for the protection of the citizens of the 

Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough requires the use of a portion of the 

roof and facilities of the Northbridge’s premises for 

installation, maintenance and operation of cameras and associated 

equipment; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in the best 

interests of public safety to enter into a lease agreement with 

Northbridge; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available to enter into a 

lease agreement with Northbridge; and 

 

WHEREAS, the authorization of a lease agreement with 

Northbridge related to the installation of cameras by the FLPD to 

monitor activities at the skating rink and Northbridge Park for 

the protection of the citizens of the Borough is in the best 

interests of the Borough,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 



the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That a Lease Agreement with Northbridge related to the 

installation of cameras to monitor the skating rink area in 

Northbridge Park shall be and is hereby approved in accordance with 

the document attached hereto and made a part hereof, (Available in 

the Office of the Borough Clerk) expressly subject to and contingent 

upon the execution of the Lease Agreement in form and substance 

satisfactory to the Borough and the Municipal Attorney 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute the Lease Agreement by and between the Borough and 

Northbridge, memorializing the compensation to be paid by the 

Borough to Northbridge and the lease rights of the Borough, and such 

other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for the Lease Agreement; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lease Agreement is available 

for public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s office.   

 

 

CA-16 - Authorizing Modified Agreement with Westgate Condominium 

Association Respecting the Furnishing of Services to a Qualified 

Private Community Pursuant to the Municipal Services Act 2014-2016  
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 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, 

established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Municipal Services Act, N.J.S.A. 40:67-23.2 et 

seq., requires that a municipality either provide certain services 

to a qualified private community or reimburse the qualified 

private community for the costs of providing certain basic 

services on public roads and streets, including the removal of 

snow, lighting of roads and streets, and the collection of  

leaves, recyclable materials and solid waste (“Qualified 

Services”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, Westgate Condominium Association, Inc. 

(“Westgate”), comprised of two hundred seventy-nine (279) 

residential units, is located within the geographical boundaries 

of the Borough and constitutes a qualified private community 

pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Services Act; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasions, pursuant to resolutions of the 

Mayor and Council of the Borough, Westgate and the Borough have 

entered into agreements for terms of up to five years providing 

for the payment of an amount in reimbursement for Qualified 

Services; and  

 

WHEREAS, the most recent contract between the Borough and 

Westgate expired on December 31, 2013; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough and Westgate desire to enter into an 

agreement for a term of three (3) years, effective as of January 

1, 2014, in order to resolve any and all outstanding amounts due 

under the previous agreement for Qualified Services and establish 

the terms for reimbursement for Qualified Services in future 

years;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 

are available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the entry into a contract with Westgate in 



accordance with the Municipal Services Act is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That entry into an agreement with Westgate, effective as 

of January 1, 2014, in accordance with the Municipal Services Act is 

hereby authorized. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement, in substantially the same form as that 

attached hereto, between the Borough and Westgate, memorializing  

the terms and conditions for the reimbursement for Qualified 

Services under the Municipal Services Act. 

 

 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 4. That a copy of the agreement between the parties shall be 

available for public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
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CA-17 - Authorizing Termination of Contract for Security            

Structures, Inc., Basking Ridge, New Jersey for the Police   

Department Garage and Authorizing Rebid of Same 

 

        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE TERMINATION OF A CONTRACT 

   FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN EMERGENCY VEHICLE GARAGE  

   FOR THE FORT LEE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) previously determined that it is necessary to contract 

for the construction of an emergency vehicle garage for the Fort 

Lee Police Department (“FLPD”); and  

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 

resolution, the Borough awarded a contract after public bidding in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., to Security Structures, Inc. as the lowest responsible 

and complying bidder for the construction of an emergency vehicle 

garage for the FLPD; and  

 

WHEREAS, the costs of the construction of an emergency 

vehicle garage for the FLPD will be reimbursed to the Borough, in 

accordance with the guidelines established by the Attorney 

General’s Office, through the use of forfeited funds from the 

FLPD’s confiscated property account; and 

 

 WHEREAS, as a result of the discovery of unanticipated sub-

surface conditions at the site of the proposed emergency vehicle 

garage, it has been determined that further geotechnical testing 

is required to be performed in order to more accurately reflect 

the conditions to be encountered and construction services to be 

required through public bidding; and 

 

 WHEREAS, as a result of negotiations between the Borough and 

Security Structures, Inc. since the discovery of the unanticipated 

sub-surface conditions at the site of the proposed emergency 

vehicle garage, the parties have agreed to the terms for the 

termination of the construction contract; and  

 



 WHEREAS, Security Structures, Inc. has submitted 

correspondence consenting to the termination of the contract and 

documentation supporting the expenditure of $5,700.42 since the 

award of the contract and the Borough has determined that said 

amount was reasonably incurred in providing preliminary services 

in expectation of the completion of construction services for the 

emergency vehicle garage; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough intends to retain the services of an 

engineering company to provide geotechnical engineering services 

to evaluate the sub-surface conditions at the site of the proposed 

emergency vehicle garage, and to incorporate the findings and 

geotechnical design recommendations in bid specifications for the 

rebid of construction services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the termination of 

the construction contract with Security Structures, Inc., the 

payment of $5,700.42 for services performed by Security 

Structures, Inc., and rebidding of the contract for the 

construction of an emergency vehicle garage for the FLPD is 

necessary for its efficient operations,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 
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 1. That the contract with Security Structures, Inc., 125  

Martinsville Road, Basking Ridge, New Jersey, 07920 for the 

construction of an emergency vehicle garage for the FLPD be and is 

hereby terminated.  

 

 2. That the payment of $5,700.42 to Security Structures, 

Inc. be and is hereby authorized in full settlement of all costs 

incurred and services provided by Security Structures, Inc. 

pursuant to the contract previously awarded for the construction 

of an emergency vehicle garage for the FLPD. 

 

 3. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute 

all documents as may be necessary to effectuate the termination of 

the contract with the Security Structures, Inc. for the 

construction of an emergency vehicle garage for the FLPD.  

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for the payment of $5,700.42 to Security 

Structures, Inc. in full settlement of all costs incurred and 

services provided under the previously awarded contract.  

 

 5. That the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant be and is 

hereby authorized to publicly rebid in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. for the provision of construction services for 

the construction of an emergency vehicle garage for the FLPD upon 

the conclusion of a geotechnical engineering evaluation of the 

sub-surface conditions at the proposed site. 

  

 6. That a copy of this resolution and all documentation 

evidencing the termination of the contract with Security 

Structures, Inc. shall be maintained in the Borough Clerk’s 

Office, and made available for public inspection.   

 

 7. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 

 

CA-18 - Awarding Contract to Johnson Soils Company, Glen Rock, New 

Jersey for Evaluation of Subsurface Conditions at the Site of the 

Police Garage – Fee Not to Exceed $9,450.00 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 



   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

   PROFESSIONAL GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

  

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 

resolution, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) determined that it is necessary to contract for the 

construction of an emergency vehicle garage for the Fort Lee 

Police Department (“FLPD”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the costs of the construction of an emergency 

vehicle garage for the Police Department will be reimbursed to the 

Borough, in accordance with the guidelines established by the 

Attorney General’s Office, through the use of forfeited funds from 

the FLPD’s confiscated property account; and 

  

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of licensed engineer to perform geotechnical engineering 

services to assess the subsurface condition on the proposed site 

for the emergency vehicle garage; and 
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 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to  

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the geotechnical 

engineering services of Johnson Soils Company (“Johnson”) to 

perform such professional engineer services in accordance with its 

proposal, dated September 26, 2014, attached hereto; and 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Johnson possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 

services related to the geotechnical evaluation of the subsurface 

conditions at the proposed site for the FLPD emergency vehicle 

garage; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Johnson in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services for this 

phase of the project will be performed by Johnson at a cost not-

to-exceed $9,450.00, which amount is less than the threshold of 

$17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is not subject 

to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; 

and 



 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has 

determined that funds are available for this purpose through the 

FLPD’s confiscated property account; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering services to perform a geotechnical 

evaluation of the subsurface conditions at the proposed site for 

the FLPD emergency vehicle garage is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Johnson shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

professional engineering services related to the performance of a 

geotechnical evaluation of the subsurface conditions at the  

proposed site for the FLPD emergency vehicle garage in accordance 

with its proposal, dated September 26, 2014, attached hereto and 

made a part hereof, for a cost not-to-exceed $9,450.00. 
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 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this resolution, Johnson shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed  

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Johnson shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Johnson is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published as 

may be required by law, and this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose through the FLPD’s 

confiscated property account. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-19 - Awarding Bid to Spartan Construction, LLC Oakhurst, New 

Jersey for Masonry Upgrades to Borough Hall, Includes Base  

Bid and All Alternates - $270,000.00 and Awarding Bid to R.D. 

Architectural Products, Inc., Fair Lawn, New Jersey for 

Replacement of Windows to Borough Hall, Includes Base Bid and 

Alternate - $479,800.00 

 
 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

 OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE REPLACEMENT 

 OF WINDOWS AND THE PERFORMANCE OF MASONRY UPGRADES 

 AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined that it is necessary to contract for 

the replacement of windows and the performance of masonry upgrades 

at the Municipal Building; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on September 9, 2014, pursuant to resolution and in 



accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., the Borough publicly advertised and solicited bids for 

the replacement of windows and the performance of masonry upgrades 

at the Municipal Building; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on October 2, 2014, bids were received from the 

following bidders in response to the Borough’s public solicitation 

for bids for the replacement of windows and the performance of 

masonry upgrades at the Municipal Building: 

  

 Spartan Construction, LLC 

 Oakhurst, New Jersey  

  Base bid – Masonry    $235,000 

  Alternate A     $ 10,000 

  Alternate B     $ 10,000 

  Alternate C     $ 15,000 

 

 Pal-Pro Builders LLC 

 Elmwood Par, New Jersey 

  Base bid – Masonry    $207,500 

  Alternate A     $ 29,000 

  Alternate B     $ 24,000 

 

  Alternate C     $ 39,000 
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 Pax Mundus Enterprise LLC    

 Monmouth Junction, New Jersey 

  Base bid – Masonry    $148,666 

  Alternate A     $ 48,050 

  Alternate B     $ 48,050 

  Alternate C     $ 29,033 

  Base bid – Windows    $904,456 

  Alternate A     $ 13,540 

 

 Cypreco Industries    

 Neptune, New Jersey 

  Base bid – Masonry    $423,113 

  Alternate A     $ 48,000 

  Alternate B     $ 39,000 

  Alternate C     $ 56,000 

  Base bid – Windows    $583,823 

  Alternate A     $ 12,000  

 

 R.D. Architectural Products, Inc.    

 Fair Lawn, New Jersey 

  Base bid – Windows    $472,000 

  Alternate A     $  7,800  

 

; and  

 

 WHEREAS, after a review of the bids, the Borough has 

determined that the bid submitted by R. D. Architectural Products, 

Inc. is in compliance with the requirements of the bid 

specifications and that R. D. Architectural Products, Inc. 

constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 

for the replacement of windows (base bid and alternate) at the 

Municipal Building; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after a review of the bids, the Borough has 

determined that the bid submitted by Spartan Construction, Inc. is 

in compliance with the requirements of the bid specifications and 

that Spartan Construction, Inc. constitutes the lowest responsible 

and complying bidder for the for the performance of masonry 

upgrades (base bid and all alternates) at the Municipal Building; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available for the for the 



replacement of windows and the performance of masonry upgrades at 

the Municipal Building; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of 

contracts for the replacement of windows and the performance of 

masonry upgrades at the Municipal Building is necessary for its 

efficient operations,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That R. D. Architectural Products, Inc., 40 9-02 Saddle 

River Road, Fair Lawn, New Jersey, 07410 is the lowest responsible 

and compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for the for the 

replacement of windows (base bid and alternate) at the Municipal 

Building, in accordance with the applicable bid  

documents and specifications for the amount of $479,800.00.  

 

 2. That Spartan Construction, Inc., P.O. Box 1017, 

Oakhurst, New Jersey 07755 is the lowest responsible and compliant 

bidder and is awarded the contract for the for the performance of 

masonry upgrades (base bid and all alternates) at the Municipal  

Regular Meeting                                   October 9, 2014   

                                                         Page #23 

 

Building, in accordance with the applicable bid documents and 

specifications for the amount of $270,000.00.  

 

 3. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a 

contract with R. D. Architectural Products, Inc. for the 

replacement of windows at the Municipal Building.  

 

 4. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a 

contract with Spartan Construction, Inc. for the performance of 

masonry upgrades at the Municipal Building.  

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer certifies that funds 

are available for the replacement of windows and the performance 

of masonry upgrades at the Municipal Building.  

 

 6. That the bid security of the remaining bidders be 

returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 

  

 7. That a copy of this resolution, the bid proposals and 

contracts shall be maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and 

made available for public inspection.   

 

 8. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 

 No one from the public chose to speak with regard to the 

proposed consent agenda. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-19) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 – Amending Capital Budget 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2014 was 

amended on the 11th day of September, 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 



section, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 

amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2014 

Budget be made: 

 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2014) 
         Capital            To Be 

                   Estimated      Improvement       Debt          Funded In 

Project            Total Cost       Fund          Authorized     Future Years 

  

 

Total All Projects    10,202,750     243,108        4,959,642        5,000,000       

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 

                       Funding Amounts Per Year       

 
Project        Estimated Total   Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 

                    Cost                Year    Year      Year       Year    Year      Year 

                                        2014    2015      2016       2017    2018      2019 

 

Total All Projects  10,202,750      5,2020,750 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 
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6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  

       Estimated     Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project           Total Cost    Improvement       General 

                                     Fund             

 

Total All Projects     10,202,750     493,108         9,709,642 

 

 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2014) 
 

      Capital         To Be 

       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Debt          Funded In 

Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Authorized     Future Years 

 

Various       2014-9      100,000       5,000      95,000 

Improvements 

 

Total All Projects       10,302,750     248,108    5,054,642       5,000,000 

  

         

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 

 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project        Project    Estimated           Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 

                 #       Total Cost           Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 

                                              2014     2015    2016   2017   2018   2019 

 

 

Various       2014-9       100,000          100,000 

Improvements  

                         

Total All Projects       10,302,750         5,302,750  1,000,000 Each Year for 2015-2019 

 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 

  Estimated Total Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project        Cost          Improvement       General  

                               Fund            

 

2014-9         100,750         5,000           95,000 

 

Total All   10,302,750       498,108         9,804,642 

Projects 

 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 

resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 

Local Government Services. 

 



 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

R-2 - Approving Developers Agreement with Premier Developers, LLC  

for Property Located at 141 English Street, Block 4353,  

Lot 8 

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the  

podium. 

 

 Council President Pohan chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE  DEVELOPER’S 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND PREMIER DEVELOPERS, 

LLC 
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WHEREAS, on March 25, 2014, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of 

Adjustment (“ZBA”) granted approvals to Premier Developers, LLC 

(the “Developer”) for development of a 4-unit townhomes on 

property known as Block 4353, Lot 8, also known as 141 English 

Street (the “Property”) pursuant to ZBA Application No. 4-14; and 

 

WHEREAS, on April 22, 2014, the ZBA adopted a  resolution 

memorializing the approval, which was subject to the Developer 

entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort 

Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney and is attached hereto, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby 

approved and authorize to the execution of the Developer’s 

Agreement with the Developer; and   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and 

executed developer’s agreement shall be filed in the Office of the 

Borough Clerk. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 

remainder of the meeting. 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – reported that on October 17, 2014 at the Fort 

Lee High School the Fort Lee Film Commission will celebrate the 

60
th
 anniversary of the premiere of “On The waterfront” a great 

film with Marlon Brando, Eva Marie Saint, Lee J. Cob, Karl Malden 

and Rod Steiger.  One of the lesser known actors in that movie was 

Tommy Handley, who played the guy who raises the pigeons on the 

roof.  He will be at this showing of this movie for a question and 

answer session following the film. On the following nights 

Saturday, October 18, 2014 and Sunday, October 19, 2014 at 7:30 

p.m. the Hudson Shakespeare Company will actually perform  

The play version of “On The Waterfront” at the Fort Lee High 

School.  Admission is $10.00 and $5.00 for senior citizens and 

students.   



 

 He stated that on October 24, 2014 at 8:00 P.M. at the Fort 

Lee Historic Park Auditorium, there will be a public screening for 

the first time in about 80 years to 90 years of “The Danger Game” 

a film produced in Fort Lee staring one of the great film stars 

Madge Kennedy.  This film has been restored by Richard Koszarski, 

who is a film professor at Rutgers as well as a member of the Fort 

Lee Film Commission.  It should be a very interesting  

screening of a movie that’s been out of circulation for a long 

time.   

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – reported that the Fort Lee Farmers Market 

continues through Sunday, November 23, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. at the Plaza at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center. 

  

 He stated that Ghosts of the Historic Fort Lee Jitney Tour 

and also their Night at the Museum sponsored by the Fort Lee 

Historical Society and the Fort Lee Film Commission will have 

their jitney tour on Saturday October 25, 2014 at 11:00 a.m.  

People can sign up from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. to reserve a 

spot.  The tour will run until 3:00 p.m.  On October 25th at 7:30  

Regular Meeting                                   October 9, 2014 

                                                         Page #26 

 

p.m. there will be a Ghost of Fort Lee reception at the Fort Lee 

Museum.  This event will be an opportunity for the public to meet 

and greet the historic figures of old Fort Lee from a soldier of 

the American Revolution to some silent film movie stars.  Members 

of the Fort Lee Historic Society will portray the historic 

figures.  Admission is free but seating is limited.  Light 

refreshments will be served.  For information contact the Fort Lee 

Historic Society at fortleehistoricsociety.org or call the Film 

Lee Commission office at 201-693-2763.   

 

 He stated that on Saturday, November 22, 2014 the Reenactment 

of General Washington’s “1776 Retreat to Victory” will take place 

on Saturday, November 22, 2014. A ceremony will take place at 

12:00 noon at Fort Lee Monument Park with the brigade of the 

American Revolution.   

 

 He added as a reminder the Fort Lee Museum is open Wednesday 

nights and also Saturday and Sunday from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m.  

The Coytesville, New Jersey home of the Barrymore’s is the current 

exhibit being displayed at the museum.  

 

 

Councilman Suh – reported that the “meet the candidates” night was 

held yesterday by the Homeowners Association for the Board of 

Education which is going to be aired this Thursday and Saturday. 

The Board of Education presented a revision to the referendum at 

the Planning Board meeting held this past Monday evening.  They 

are continuing to make changes and adjustments as needed. 

 

 He stated that The Fort Lee High School Student Government as 

well as the Board of Education administrative staff is 

participating on a special day to honor heroes. The high school 

will be decorated with American Flags. Each flag will represent 

and honor members of the armed forces, past and present, and to 

also those who continue to serve the community such as the Police 

Department, Fire Department and Emergency Medical Technicians.    

He requested people to donate by purchasing a flag honoring the 

heroes.  Each flag costs $1.00.  All the proceeds will go towards 

the Fort Lee VFW program. The program will be held on November 9th 

at the Fort Lee High School Auditorium commencing at 11:00 a.m.              

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – reported that tomorrow is the Borough’s 

annual shredding day.  It will be held at the Fort Lee Recreation 



Center on Stillwell Avenue.  The hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. 

 

 She stated that this Saturday the Borough’s annual Health 

Fair will take place.  Flu and pneumonia vaccines will be 

administered.  Twenty five medical doctors of various fields will 

be on hand.   

 

 She stated that this Saturday afternoon the Fort Lee Public 

Library will be holding a bilingual English Italian astronomy 

program at 2:00 p.m.  

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – reported that Saturday, November 1, 2014, 

the 46
th
 Annual Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce annual dinner 

dance will be held. The Chamber will be honoring Carmelo Luppino, 

Jr., Russ Luppino and Vinnie Luppino.  They are three fabulous 

people from a very strong family that has done a lot for the 

Borough and continues to make Fort Lee a better place to live and 

raise a family.  Contact the Chamber at 201-944-7575 for tickets.  

The dinner will be held at the Doubletree Hotel from 6:30 p.m. to  
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11:00 p.m. 

  

 He stated that Election Day is twenty six days away.  He 

implored everyone to exercise their right to vote as there are a 

lot of people that have given up their lives to ensure the freedom 

of the people to be able to choose representatives at the 

National, State, County and Local levels.  

 

 He stated that on behalf of the Mayor and Council, he wished 

Neil all the best.  Words alone can’t express how much he is going 

to be missed.  The good news is that Neil is not leaving Fort Lee 

as he continues to live and raise his family in the Borough.  

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

Speaker       Subject      Response 

 

George Stafford        .Requesting Support for the Mayor Sokolich 

NJ Highlands Coalition   Goals and Purposes of the 

                         2004 Highlands Water  

                         Protection and Planning Act 

 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and there 

being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 

objections at 9:10 p.m.  

 

 

 

________________________   ______________________ 

Evelyn Rosario, RMC, CMC   Neil Grant, RMC 

Deputy Municipal Clerk   Municipal Clerk    

        

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                           Thursday, September 11, 2014 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that everybody knows that this is the 

13
th
 anniversary of 9/11.  He and the governing body and many of n 

the audience members attended a memorial service that was held 

earlier tonight at 7:00 p.m. in Constitution Park.  The memorial 

in the park was constructed in-house.  There was great effort put 

into building the 9/11 Memorial.  It was probably one of the most 

rewarding things that he has ever have done as Mayor.  It had such 

an incredible impact on him.  The 9/11 Memorial was designed to 

remember and pay respect to those victims of 9/11.  It was also 

designed to remind everyone in Fort Lee of that solemn day and to 



also celebrate and thank and express the Borough’s gratitude to 

its own emergency service agencies.  The steel girder the Borough 

used in constructing the memorial is the corner stone from he 

believes is the 100
th
 floor of the north tower which was very 

symbolic of the tragedy.  There is also an eternal light within 

the memorial.  There are placard that surround it where people can 

walk around and read the placards.  There’s a description of what 

the Borough’s emergency services agencies did on each of the days 

from 9/11 going forward.  He speaks for a lot of the governing 

body in that everybody has their own safety net, everybody has 

their own resources to tap into to get through that tragic day and 

its aftermath. 9/11 was and still is one of the greatest 

challenges of all time.  He knows what got him through was being 

able to be a part of the Fort Lee community.  He added that on 

this 13
th
 anniversary of this nation’s greatest disaster on behalf 

of everybody and the governing body he like to express his 

gratitude to the community for allowing him the privilege of 

serving as Mayor and to also express his gratitude for always s 

being there when he needed everyone the most.   
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He stated that the Borough continues to be in the midst of a 

metamorphosis with regard to the construction of Redevelopment 

Area 5.  He’s happy to report that the first building on the 

eastern portion has made application for a temporary certificate 

of occupancy.  It intends on commencing its leasing of the 

building within the next day or so.  Models are now open and he’s 

looking forward to its tremendous success.  The fountains and rock 

formations on the outside of the building are incredible.  It’s 

probably the nicest sleekest residential building in the State of 

New Jersey.  There’s a second building forthcoming down the road, 

The next building will contain the Borough’s theatre that will be 

used exclusively for Fort Lee.  On the western portion the mixed 

use retail and residential construction is in full swing.  The 

bank on the corner of Main Street and Lemoine Avenue has been 

removed.  There is going to be a one acre park for public use.  

People will be able to get a cup of coffee, sit and walk in the 

park as well as be able to shop, see a movie and go to new 

restaurants.  This has been envisioned for a long time, but is now 

coming to fruition. 

 

He added that Main Street is going to start being rebuilt 

soon and there’s going to be traffic.  There will be some 

interruptions in people’s lives but like the signs state when 

people drive through traffic on the Long Island Expressway or the 

New Jersey Turnpike “the inconvenience is temporary but the 

improvement is permanent”.  He’s hopeful within nine to ten months 

the work on Main Street will be completed.  There are some 

daunting tasks that are being undertaken including the process of 

negotiating with the Fort Lee Post Office to relocate their 

existing facility on Main Street to the new garage that is 

expected to be built within the existing Main Street/Lemoine 

Avenue parking lot.  

 

He stated that this evening is a historical evening in the 

Borough.  There is going to be a very, very important appointment 

made tonight which he and the governing body are very proud of. 

 

At this time he introduced District 37 State Senator Loretta 

Weinberg. District 7 Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri Huttle and 

District 37 Assemblyman Gordon Johnson, Bergen County Chosen 

Freeholder Joan Voss, Candee Rombia of the Fort Lee Board of 

Education and Gloria Oh, Councilwoman in the Borough of Englewood 

Cliffs.  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 



On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 14, 

2014 Executive Session were approved.  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 4, 

2014 Executive Session were approved. 

 

Mr. Grant read the following letter from the Fort Lee 

Democratic Organization into the record which was dated August 28, 

2014. 

 

“Re: Council Seat vacated by Jan Goldberg” 

 

“Dear Mr. Grant: 

 

Please be advised that a meeting of the Fort Lee Municipal 

County Committee was held this evening. 
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A quorum was present to allow for the meeting to be official. 

 

The Search Committee conducted interviews of interested 

candidates. 

 

The recommendation approved by the Municipal Committee of the 

Fort Lee Democrats for the following person to be presented to the 

Mayor and Council.” 

 

(Alphabetical Order)   .Berg Rosenbluth 

     .Douglas Sugarman 

     .Peter Suh 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph L. Cervieri, Jr. Chairman 

Judy Silver, Vice-Chairwoman 

John Bang, Vice-Chairman 

 

Mayor Sokolich asked Chairman Cervieri Chairman of the 

Municipal County Committee to indicate to the public part of the 

protocol that has been endured during this process.  

 

Mr. Cervieri explained the protocol with regard to filling 

the council vacancy. 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

R-1 – Appointment to Fill Council Vacancy 

  

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

                                                                  

 WHEREAS, a vacancy exists on the Municipal Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, 

due to the resignation of Jan Goldberg, whose term would have 

expired on December 31, 2016; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the said resignation creates the need to appoint 

an individual to fill the vacancy temporarily until the vacancy 

can be filled for the unexpired term at the November 4, 2014 

general election; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the person elected to fill the remainder of the 

unexpired term at the November 4, 2014 general election will take 

office immediately upon certification of the results pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 19:20-9; and 

 



     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:16-11m the Democratic 

Municipal Committee provided the Governing Body with a list of 

three eligible candidates, including Peter J. Suh to serve until 

the vacancy can be filled for the unexpired term at the November 

4, 2014 general election, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey, that Peter J. Suh is hereby appointed to serve as a member 

of the Municipal Council until the vacancy can be filled for the 

unexpired term at the November 4, 2014 general election. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 
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OATH OF OFFICE 

 

 Peter Suh was sworn in as a Councilman by Mayor Sokolich. His 

wife, Ann, and Joan Voss, Bergen County Freeholder, held the 

Bible, as he took his Oath of Office.  

 

 At this point Councilman Suh took his seat on the dais.   

 

 Mayor Sokolich read a letter from Congressman Bill Pascrell, 

Jr., Congressman, with regard to Mr. Suh’s appointment. 

 

 Loretta Weinberg, District 37 Senator, stated that it is an 

honor and a privilege to witness the swearing in of Peter Suh. She 

spoke about Mr. Suh’s upbringing particularly his education that 

he received in the Borough. 

 

Mayor Sokolich announced the following attendees also in 

attendance tonight: Police Chief Keith Bendul, Deputy Chief Tim 

Ford, Captain Stanley and the Chief’s wife, Kathleen Bendul. 

 

Mayor Sokolich announced that Mr. Grant will be leaving the 

Borough at the end of the year.  “It’s a sad day, but at this time 

he happy for him on his pending retirement”.  He stated that he’s  

very happy to introduce Evelyn Rosario, who is going be the new 

Borough Clerk.  He welcomed Mr. Rosario aboard.  

 

 Gordon Johnson, District 37 Assemblyman, stated that this is 

truly a historic event but not unexpected because the Borough of 

Fort Lee has always been a leader when it comes to different 

minorities and cultures and other individuals who reside and who 

can provide services for the community.  He offered Mr. Suh his 

congratulations and offered his services to Mr. Suh and the 

governing body as needed. 

  

 Valerie Vainieri Huttle, District 37 Assemblywomen, added  

her accolades to the Mayor and Council.  She stated that she knows 

Mr. Suh is going to lend his expertise in finance and she expects 

him to be a true public servant.  She offered him the best of 

luck. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich thanked Ms. Huttle as well as all the 

legislators for their kind word.  He added that the Borough is 

lucky to have a tireless legislative delegation that is incredibly 

accessible to everyone in Fort Lee.  The Borough is and has been 

well served by all of the District 37 legislators. 

  

 Anthony Cureton, President of the Bergen County North Jersey 

Branch of the NACCP, came forward and commented that he wanted to 

take a moment and recognize Mr. Suh.  He acknowledged Fort Lee for  



recognizing the need for diversity in its community.   He looks 

forward to working with Mr. Suh and the entire Mayor and Council. 

                    

 Jason Kim, Deputy Mayor of Palisades Park, congratulated the 

Borough of Fort Lee for having the wisdom of selecting Mr. Suh who 

is a fine gentleman as one of the Borough’s Council Members.  He 

believes that Mr. Suh will do a great job on behalf of the 

Borough.  He once again thanked the Mayor and Council for 

selecting Peter, not only on behalf of the Korean community but 

also on behalf of the people of Fort Lee 

 

 Mr. Cervieri thanked Mr. Suh’s parents for bringing him to 

Fort Lee and he also thanked his wife and family for donating 

their husband to the people of Fort Lee and to work on this very 

good council for the benefit of the entire community. 
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 Mayor Sokolich welcomed Mr. Suh again.  He stated it’s a 

privilege to serve and welcomed him aboard.  He believes Mr. Suh 

is going to be incredibly effective.     

 

 Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess at this time. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the meeting was recessed at 8:35 p.m. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the meeting was reconvened at 8:50 p.m. 

 

 Councilman Suh stated that he would abstain from all votes 

tonight.   

 

    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2014-35 - Bond Ordinance Providing for the Architect 

and Design Costs of the Fort Lee Theater/Museum in the Eastern 

Portion of Redevelopment Area #5 - $100,000.00 

 

 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 

podium. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2014-35 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECT AND DESGIN COSTS OF THE 

THEATER/MUSUEM IN THE EASTERN PORTION OF REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 IN 

AN BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 

JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $100,000.00 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $100,000.00 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE 

THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

October 9, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Sargenti, 

   

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Suh 

 

 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 

 

 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 

meeting. 

 

 



Ordinance #2014-36 - Bond Ordinance for ADA Construction 

Improvements – Appropriating $252,750.00 and Authorizing the 

Issuance of $240,000.00 Bonds or Notes 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2014-36 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR THE BOROUGH’S SHARE OF CERTAIN ADA CONSTRUCTION 

IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 

BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $252,750 THEREFOR AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $240,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH 

TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on 

first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

October 9, 2014. 

Regular Meeting                                 September 11, 2014 

                                                           Page #6 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Sargenti, 

    Cervieri 

 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Suh 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-37 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-15 for White  

Collar Employees – Establishing Title and Salary for “Deputy  

Municipal Clerk” 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-37 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-15 – ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND 

WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES FOR 2013-2016 – ESTABLISHING THE 

POSITION OF DEPUTY MUNICIPAL CLERK,” was introduced and passed on 

first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

October 9, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Sargenti, 

    Cervieri 

 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Suh 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2014-31 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-15 for White  

Collar Employees – Establishing Title and Salary for “Management  

Specialist” 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-31 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-

15 – ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES 

FOR 2013-2016 – ESTABLISHING “MANAGAMENT SPECIALIST.” 

 

 Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, asked what this job 

entails. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich responded he has always found a void in the 

Borough of Fort Lee  on several different fronts, one of which is 

with a budget the Borough’s size there are initiatives that the 

Borough deals with like collective bargaining and contracts where 

having someone on a daily basis to oversee things to make sure 

that conditions are satisfied would be beneficial.  The Borough 



has to make sure that any cost saving measures that are put into 

place in Fort Lee in fact would fall within the responsibility as 

mandated by civil service.  It could be dealing with e-ticketing 

or the ambulance corps reimburse program.   

  

Mr. Goldberg asked if this is a Civil Service position or is 

this something that the Borough is contracting separately apart 

from Civil Service. 

 

Mayor Sokolich responded that it’s a Civil Service position. 

 

Mr. Goldberg asked if this position includes benefits and 

vacation. 

 

Mayor Sokolich stated that this position does receive 

benefits and vacation.  He also added that this particular  
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individual does not need benefits but there was no financial bonus 

put into his salary with regard to getting extra for not taking 

medical benefits. 

 

Mr. Goldberg asked if this is a full time job. 

 

Mayor Sokolich responded affirmatively to Mr. Goldberg’s 

question.  

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

    Cervieri 

 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Suh 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-32 - Amending Chapter 273, Mobile Food Trucks and 

Restaurants  

  

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-32 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 274, MOBILE FOOD 

TRUCKS AND RESTAURANTS OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council, the 

Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Suh 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-33 - Amending Chapter 372, Section 30, Article II  

Limousines, Maximum Number of Vehicles Allowed Sixteen (16) 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 



#2014-33 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 372 TAXICABS AND 

LIMOUSINES, SECTION 30 CLASSES OF LICENSES, OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 
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 ABSTENTION: Councilman Suh 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-34 - Amending Chapter 138 Animals, Article III, 

Feeding of Wildlife and Domesticated Animals 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-34- entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 138 ANIMALS, 

ARTICLE III, FEEDING OF WILDLIFE, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE 

OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

Mayor Sokolich stated that this ordinance is designed to 

prevent the feeding of stray animals and while that might be 

something some people deemed not to be important, it creates heath 

consequences.  It creates dangerous conditions and quite frankly 

it undermines the quality of life of people’s neighbors.  

 

Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, stated that reading 

through the ordinance he was a little confused with regard whether 

the restriction is for public and/or private property.  

 

Mr. Restaino responded that the ordinance deals with public 

property only. 

 

Mayor Sokolich confirmed Mr. Restaino’s statement. 

  

Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, stated he and his wife 

put up bird feeders every year.  He also asked about animals that 

may be attracted to acorns that fall from his house gutters 

 

Mayor Sokolich stated that this ordinance has nothing to do 

with bird feeders or animals looking for acorns that fall from 

trees.   

 

Mr. Cervieri added that the homeowner is not feeding animals 

when things fall from trees.  Therefore, this ordinance does not 

come into play.  

 

Mr. Goldberg asked if the town could post extra signs with 

penalties so people pay a bit more heed to it. 

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

    Cervieri 



 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Suh 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-14. 
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CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 

Current                                  $8,437,805.74 

Capital                                          108,906.85      

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                      250.00 

Trip Admissions                                    7,265.00 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         11,506.21   

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,500.00 

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                                 6,194.81 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                   n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   11,525.81  

Police Justice                                          n/a      

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                        $8,585,954.42 

 

 
CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Scott  

Abascal for Fire Company #1 and Firefighter Applications for Dana 

Galasso and Steven Tufano for Fire Company #1 

 

 The auxiliary firefighter application and firefighter 

applications for the above listed people were approved. 

 

 

CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Crystal O’Conner and James Capone as  

Seasonal Workers for the Fire Prevention Bureau and DPW  

Respectively - $10.00 Hourly 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee have authorized the hiring of seasonal employees in the 

Borough,   

 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following individuals 

will be hired as seasonal employees for the respective department:    

 

1) Crystal O’Connor – Fire Prevention Bureau  
 

2) James R. Capone – Department of Public Works  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above individuals be 

compensated at a rate of $10.00 an hour, with an effective date 

retroactive to September 2, 2014 and August 30, 2014, 

respectively.    
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CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notice of Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

- Effective December 31st 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that Neil W. Grant, Registered Municipal 

Clerk, has submitted a retirement notice dated September 2, 2014 

to the Mayor and Council and Borough Administrator,   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that Borough Clerk Neil. W. Grant’s 

retirement notice is accepted, with an effective date of 

retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee on December 31, 2014.   

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Evelyn Rosario as Deputy Borough  

Clerk - Effective September 22nd - $95,000.00 Annually 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:9-133 every 

municipality in the State of New Jersey is required to have a 

Municipal Clerk; and  

 

WHEREAS, Borough of Fort Lee Municipal Clerk, Mr. Neil W. 

Grant has announced his intention to retire effective December 31, 

2014; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Mayor and Council have 

determined that it would be prudent to hire an interim Deputy 

Municipal Clerk to assist with the offices transition, for the 

period of September 22, 2014 through December 31, 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ms. Evelyn Rosario, a certified Registered Municipal 

Clerk of the State of New Jersey, meets the qualification and has 

agreed to perform the duties of this position,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Ms. Evelyn Rosario be appointed as 

Deputy Municipal Clerk for the Borough of Fort Lee, effective 

September 22, 2014 through December 31, 2014, commensurate at a 

salary of $95,000; and 

 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Ms. Evelyn Rosario be appointed as 

Municipal Clerk for the Borough of Fort Lee, for a three year term 

commencing January 1, 2015, commensurate at a salary of $96,900; 

and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment is categorized 

as an unclassified position within the New Jersey Civil Service 

Commission and that the compensation package will be negotiated 

annually.    

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Various Appointments to the Emergency  

Management Council, as Required by the New Jersey State Office of 



Emergency Management   

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that in furtherance of the Borough’s continuing policy to 

reorganize and upgrade its emergency services, to streamline the 

operations thereof and to promote efficient interdepartmental 

cooperation, the following appointments to the Emergency 

Management Council as required by the New Jersey State Office of 

Emergency Management are hereby confirmed as recommended by the 

Emergency Management Coordinator. 
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 Mark Sokolich    Mayor 

 Catherine Umrichin   Coordinator 

 John T. Klein    1
st
 Deputy Coordinator 

 Phil Kaufman    2
nd
 Deputy Coordinator 

 Stephen Richter   3
rd
 Deputy Coordinator 

 Al Restaino    Borough Administrator 

 Keith Bendul    Chief of Police 

 Superintendent of Schools Superintendent of Schools 

 Gloria Gallo    Parking Authority 

 Brian Ribbaro    Building Department 

 Anthony Lione    Superintendent of Public Works 

 Jillian Raimondo Langham  Social Services/Shelter 

Coordinator 

 Steven Wielkocz   Health Department 

 Current President   Chamber of Commerce 

 Representative    Port Authority of NY & NJ 

 Steve Curry    Fire Sub-Code Official 

 Chief Fire Department  Fort Lee Fire Department 

 Chief Ambulance Corps  Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance 

Corps 

 Lt. Daniel Zusi   Communications 

 

 

CA-7 - Appointing Daniel Zusi, Police Lieutenant, Communications 

Center Supervisor as the Borough’s 9-1-1 Coordinator – Effective 

October 1st 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

       OF FORT LEE APPOINTING A COORDINATOR FOR THE BOROUGH’S  

       EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SYSTEM 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is required 

pursuant to State law and the regulations of the State Department 

of Treasury to appoint a coordinator for the Borough’s emergency 

telephone system (“9-1-1 System”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the municipal coordinator of the 9-1-1 System is 

responsible for maintaining a plan for enhanced emergency services 

throughout the Borough and for developing such revisions to the 

plan as may be necessary for review by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s current municipal coordinator for the 

9-1-1 System has been promoted to Police Captain, and it is 

necessary for the Borough to appoint a replacement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a written recommendation 

from Keith M. Bendul, Chief of Police of the Fort Lee Police 

Department, requesting the appointment of Lt. Daniel Zusi, 



Communications Center Supervisor as the municipal coordinator of 

the 9-1-1 System; and 

 

WHEREAS, Lt. Daniel Zusi has completed the required training 

course for 9-1-1 Emergency Communications Operator and New Jersey 

Emergency Medical Dispatch, and is fully qualified to serve as the 

Borough’s coordinator for the 9-1-1 System; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of appointing Lt. Daniel Zusi to serve as municipal coordinator 

for the 9-1-1 System in accordance with the requirements and  
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procedures mandated under N.J.S.A. 52:17C-1 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 

17:24-5.1 et seq.,   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 

 

1. That Lt. Daniel Zusi of the Fort Lee Police Department 

will be appointed to serve as the municipal coordinator for the 

Borough’s 9-1-1 System effective October 1, 2014. 

 

2. That Lt. Daniel Zusi shall perform all such duties and 

carry out all of the responsibilities as set forth in the existing 

plan for enhanced emergency services throughout the Borough and in 

accordance with the requirements and procedures mandated under 

N.J.S.A. 52:17C-1 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:24-5.1 et seq.. 

 
 3. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-8 - Approving Renewal of Membership With the Bergen Municipal  

Employee Benefits Fund and Authorizing Execution of an Indemnity 

and Trust Agreement 

 

BERGEN MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFITS FUND RESOLUTION TO  

     RENEW 

 

WHEREAS, a number of public entities in the State of New 

Jersey have joined together to form the Bergen Municipal Employee 

Benefits Fund, hereafter referred to as “FUND”, as permitted by 

N.J.S.A. 11:15-3, 17:1-8.1, and 40A:10-36 et seq.; and  

 

     WHEREAS, the FUND was approved to become operational by the 

Departments of Insurance and Community Affairs and has been 

operational since that date; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the statutes and regulations governing the creation 

and operation of a joint health insurance fund, contain certain 

elaborate restrictions and safeguards concerning the safe and 

efficient administration of the public interest entrusted to such 

a FUND; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

hereinafter referred to as “LOCAL UNIT” has determined that 

membership in the FUND is in the best interest of the LOCAL UNIT, 

 

    NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 

LOCAL UNIT hereby agrees as follows: 

 

i. Become a member of the FUND for the period outlined in 

the LOCAL UNIT’s Indemnity and Trust Agreements 

 

ii. Will participate in the following type(s) of 

coverage(s) 

 



a) Health Insurance as defined pursuant to               

N.J.S.A.17B:17-4, the FUND’s Bylaws, and Plan of 

Risk Management 

 

       iii.   Adopts and approves the FUND’S Bylaws 

 

 iv.    Execute an application for membership and any   

        accompanying certifications; and 
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     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the 

LOCAL UNIT is authorized and directed to execute the 

Indemnity and Trust Agreement and such other documents 

signifying membership in the FUND as required by the FUND’s 

Bylaws, and to deliver these documents to the FUND’s 

Executive Director with the express reservation that these 

documents shall become effective only upon: 

 

  i.  Approval of the LOCAL UNIT by the GATEWAY BMED FUND 

 

        ii. Receipt from the LOCAL UNIT of a Resolution accepting                         

assessment 

 

       iii. Approval by the New Jersey Department of Insurance and 

Department of Community Affairs. 

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for Anthony  

Papavasiliou vs. Borough at 1083 Cumbermeade Road, Block 852, Lot 

4, for Tax Years 2013 and 2014 

 

 WHEREAS, Anthony Papavasiliou is the owner and taxpayer of 

property located at 1083 Cumbermeade Road, also known as Block 

852, Lot 4; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for the years 2013 

and 2014 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled 

Papavasiliou vs Fort Lee, which are presently pending in the Tax 

Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney  and the Borough Assessor that the matters be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Papavasiliou vs Fort Lee, so that for tax years 2013 and 

2014, the assessments will be reduced from $1,536,400 to 

$1,350,000, resulting in a total two year refund of $7,985; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-10 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for 

Bernard R. Appleman vs. Borough at 1090 Arcadian Way, Block 953, 

Lot 15 for Tax Years 2013 and 2014 

 

 WHEREAS, Bernard R. Appleman is the owner and taxpayer of 

property located at 1090 Arcadian Way, also known as Block 953, 

Lot 15; and 



 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for the years 2013 

and 2014 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled 

Appleman vs Fort Lee, which are presently pending in the Tax 

Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney  and the Borough Assessor that the matters be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Appleman vs Fort Lee, so that for tax years 2013 and 

2014, the assessments will be reduced from $1,250,000 to 

$1,200,000, resulting in a total two year refund of $2,141; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-11 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Asia Explorers LLC 

(Pocket License) for 2014-2015 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that the following plenary retail consumption license for 

the years 2014/2015 be issued to the applicant listed below  for 

premises designated opposite their respective names for the 

distribution or sale of alcoholic beverages.  

 

 STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE     

 

 0219-33-047-008   Asia Explorers LLC 

 

(Two Year Special Ruling Received from the State of New Jersey, 

 ABC, dated August 29, 2014 for 2014-2015 & 2015-2016) 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 

is authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  

corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 

 

CA-12 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Hae H. Kim (Pocket 

License) 2013-2014 and 2014-2015  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that the following plenary retail consumption license  

for the years 2013/2014 & 2014/2015 be issued to the applicant 

listed below  for premise designated opposite its respective name 

for the distribution or sale of alcoholic beverages.  

 

 STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE     

 

 0219-33-046-009   Hae H. Kim (Pocket License) 

 

(Two Year Special Ruling Received from the State of New Jersey, 

 ABC, dated August 22, 2014 for 2013-2014 & 2014-2015) 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 

is authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  

corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 

   

CA-13 - Authorizing Place-to-Place Liquor License Transfer of 



Hae H. Kim (Pocket License) from a Mailing Address of 152 Delaware 

Avenue, Haworth, New Jersey to 799 Abbott Boulevard, 2nd Floor, 

Fort Lee, New Jersey  

 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Hae H. Kim for a 

place-to-place liquor license transfer (Pocket License) of Plenary 

Retail Consumption license number 0219-33-046-009, located at a  
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mailing address of 152 Delaware Avenue, Haworth, New Jersey 07641; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the applicant has 

complied with N.J.S.A. Title 33, and the license has been properly 

renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building 

Sub-Code Official and the Fire Official, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve, effective September 

11. 2014, the place-to-place transfer of the aforesaid Plenary 

Retail Consumption license, to include the premises located at 799 

Abbott Boulevard, 2nd Floor, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024. 

 

 

CA-14 - Authorizing Rejecting of Bids for Inwood Terrace Park  

Improvements and Authorizing Re-Bid of Same 
 

    A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE REJECTING BIDS FOR THE PROVISION OF         

       IMPROVEMENTS TO INWOOD TERRACE PARK IN THE BOROUGH 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined that it is necessary to contract for 

the provision of improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the 

Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on August 12, 2014, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the provision of 

improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on September 3, 2014, a bid packages were received 

from the following bidders in response to the Borough’s public 

solicitation for bids (including Alternates A and B), for the 

provision of improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the Borough: 

  

 Zenith Construction Services, Inc.  $199,875.00 

 Orange, New Jersey 

 

 D&S Land Development, LLC   $227,620.00 

 Ramsey, New Jersey 

 

 JC Landscape Construction    $229,772.50 

 Pequannock, New Jersey 

 

; and  

 

 WHEREAS, after a review of the bids, it was determined that 

the prices bid by all bidders were unreasonable as the prices 

substantially exceeded the engineering estimate for the project; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the bids of all three bidders being deemed 

unreasonable as the prices substantially exceeded the engineering 



estimate for the project warrants a rejection of the bids under 

the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   

 

 WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(3), provides that a 

bid may be rejected where a price has been determined to be 

unreasonable on the basis of cost estimates prepared for or by the 

contracting agent prior to the advertising of bid specifications;  
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and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 

foregoing, that the bids of all three bidders should be rejected 

in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law as unreasonable 

as to price on the basis of cost estimates prepared for the 

Borough prior to the advertising of bid specifications for the 

project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the Borough 

Administrator to re-evaluate an reissue the bid specifications for 

the provision of improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey that the bids submitted by the three bidders for the 

provision of improvements to Inwood Terrace Park be and are hereby 

rejected in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law as 

unreasonable as to price on the basis of cost estimates prepared 

for the Borough prior to the advertising of bid specifications for 

the project; and   

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of all bidders 

be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator in 

conjunction with the Borough Engineer is hereby authorized to re-

evaluate and reissue the Bid Specifications for the provision of 

pedestrian safety improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the 

Borough as the award of this contract is necessary for its 

efficient operations of the Borough.  

 

    Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, questioned CA-14. 

 

 Messrs. Sokolich, Grant and Sargenti responded to his 

questions.      

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-14) was 

approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Suh 

 

  

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 – Amending Capital Budget  

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 



WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2014 was 

amended on the 12th day of June, 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 

section, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 

amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2014 

Budget be made: 

 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2014) 
         Capital            To Be 

                   Estimated      Improvement       Debt          Funded In 

Project            Total Cost       Fund          Authorized     Future Years 

  

 

Total All Projects    8,850,000     230,358        4,619,642        5,000,000       

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 

                       Funding Amounts Per Year       

 
Project        Estimated Total   Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 

                    Cost                Year    Year      Year       Year    Year      Year 

                                        2014    2015      2016       2017    2018      2019 

 

Total All Projects  9,850,000        4,850,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  

       Estimated     Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project           Total Cost    Improvement       General 

                                     Fund             

 

Total All Projects     9,850,000     480,358         9,369,642 

 

 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2014) 
 

      Capital         To Be 

       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Debt          Funded In 

Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Authorized     Future Years 

 

Construction, Architect and Design Costs  

 of the Theater/Museum Redevelopment Area 5 

 

 

 

               2014-7       100,000                100,000 

 

ADA Construction Improvements  

 

               2014-8       252,750    12,750      240,000 

 

Total All Projects       10,202,750   243,108    4,959,642       5,000,000 

          

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 

 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project        Project    Estimated           Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 

                 #       Total Cost           Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 

                                              2014     2015    2016   2017   2018   2019 

 

Construction, Architect and Design Costs  

 of the Theater/Museum Redevelopment Area 5 

 

               2014-7      100,000           100,000 

 

ADA Construction Improvements  

 

               2014-8      252,750           252,750 

 

                          

Total All Projects        9,850,000         5,202,750  1,000,000 Each Year for 2015-2019 

 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 



 

  Estimated Total Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project        Cost          Improvement       General  

                               Fund            

 

2014-7         100,000       12,750         100,000 

 

2014-8         252,750       12,750         240,000 
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Total All   10,202,750      493,108        9,707,642 

Projects 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 

resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 

Local Government Services. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky  

            Cervieri 

 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Suh 

 

 

R-2 - Amending Contract With Tim Donohue, Esq., of Arleo,  

Donohue & Biancamano, LLC as Special Legal Counsel for the Borough 

with Regard to the Port Authority of NY-NJ Toll Lane Diversions 

from the GWB Access Points Located in the Borough – $25,000.00 

(Total Contract Price $85,000.00) 

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 

podium. 

 

 Council President Pohan chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT OF THE PROFESSIONAL LEGAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT WITH TIM DONOHUE, ESQ., OF ARLEO, 

DONOHUE & BIANCAMANO, LLC AS SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL WITH 

REGARD TO THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY-NJ TOLL LANE DIVERSIONS 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution duly 

adopted at a public meeting, the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to Tim Donohue, Esq., 

of Arleo, Donohue & Biancamano, LLC (“Donohue”) to perform such 

professional legal services, on behalf of the Mayor in his 

official capacity in an investigation presently being conducted by 

the United States Attorney for the District of New Jersey and a 

joint committee of New Jersey Assembly and New Jersey Senate, and 

potentially other agencies, in connection with the events of 

September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and 

NJ’s toll lane diversions from the George Washington Bridge access 

points located in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasions, pursuant to resolutions duly 

adopted at public meeting of the Borough, amendments to the 

contract with Donohue were authorized by the Borough due to the 

inclusion of Donohue’s representation of the Chief of Police and 

the number of other investigations of the toll lane diversions 

requiring additional services to be performed by Donohue; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such legal services to the Borough as Special Legal 

Counsel are recognized as “professional services” as same shall be 

rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 

profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the 



performance of which services requires knowledge of an advance 

type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged formal course 

of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6) and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1); and 
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WHEREAS, the contract, including previously authorized 

amendment, is for an amount not to exceed $60,000 for document 

review and examination of the underlying issues in the 

investigations of the United States Attorney for the District of 

New Jersey, a joint committee of the New Jersey Assembly and New 

Jersey Senate, and internal investigations by the Governor’s 

Office and the Port Authority of NY and NJ; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in a proposal, dated August 18, 2014, Special 

Counsel requested that the Borough consider an additional increase 

in the contract amount as a result of having to represent 

additional employees of the Borough who may be called as witnesses 

in the various investigations and the substantial amount of 

documents requiring review and investigation in order to remain 

up-to-date with the simultaneous investigations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the volume of documents that must be reviewed 

during the conduct of the simultaneous investigations and the 

number of additional employees of the Borough who have information 

relevant to these investigations and may wish to consult with 

counsel have exceeded the work reasonable anticipated by Special 

Counsel in preparing the initial estimate for his services; and 

 

WHEREAS, Special Counsel has requested that the Borough 

authorize an additional $25,000 above the initial authorization, 

as amended, on the same terms and billing rates previously 

approved; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, based upon the advice of the Borough 

Attorney, wishes to authorize an amendment to the contract for 

special counsel services by Donohue to increase the spending cap 

of $60,000 by the amount of $25,000, on the same terms and billing 

rates previously approved in connection with the various 

investigations of events of September 9-13, 2013, with regard to 

the Port Authority of NY and NJ’s toll lane diversions from the 

George Washington Bridge access points located in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, on the recommendation of the Borough 

Attorney, is desirous of amending the contract for professional 

legal services with Donohue in accordance with the procedures 

mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq.; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Donohue possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide such professional legal 

services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Donohue to provide 

professional legal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open 



process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit 

Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract with Donohue for 

professional legal services is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for  
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the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

as follows: 

 

 1. That an amendment to the contract, appointing Donohue as 

Special Counsel to perform professional legal services in 

connection with those legal matters which may arise from, in 

connection with or in relation to, the events of September 9-13, 

2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and NJ’s toll lane 

diversions from the George Washington Bridge access points located 

in the Borough, is hereby authorized consistent with Donohue’s 

proposal, dated August 18, 2014. 

 

 2. That the Council President is hereby authorized to 

execute an amendment to contract with Donohue as Special Counsel, 

for an additional amount not to exceed amount of Twenty-Five 

Thousand ($25,000) Dollars. 

 

 3. The contract, as amended, shall expressly state that 

said firm shall be obligated to provide notice to the Borough when 

its invoicing reaches 80% of the not to exceed amount if the firm 

believes additional funds will be necessary, and the Borough shall 

have no liability for payment of funds in excess of the not to 

exceed amount; and 

 

 4. That a notice of this contract amendment shall be 

published, and this resolution must be available for public 

inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq.. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

  

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

    Cervieri 

 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Suh 

 

 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 

remainder of the meeting. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – congratulated Mr. Suh on being appointed to the 

governing body.  He commented that it will be a pleasure to work 

with him.  He added that the resignation of Jan Goldberg left a 

hole on the governing body to fill.  Jan had a great background in 

accounting, finance and in management and the Borough has been 

able to fill that hole with somebody who has a great background 

and who has a deep involvement as a student, parent and as a 

member of the Board of Education.  Coincidently because on that 

basis alone Mr. Suh whether he was Italian, Armenian, Croatian, or 

Serbian would have been well qualified to be on the governing 

body.  It’s just a double pleasure that the fact that Mr. Suh is a 

representative of a large and growing segment of the Borough 

community, it has given the Council the opportunity to reaffirm 



that the Borough is a community of diversity and that the Fort Lee 

Democratic Party is the party of inclusive and diversity. 
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 He stated that this Saturday at Ross’ Dock the Fort Lee Film 

Commission will be celebrating the 100
th
 anniversary of the first 

Cliffhanger film by showing the Perils of Pauline staring Pearl 

White.  There will also be a screening of the classic horror film 

“The Creature of the Black Lagoon.  

 

 He added that on Saturday, October 17
th
 the 60

th
 anniversary 

of “On the Waterfront” will be marked by the showing of that film 

at the High School Fort Lee High School with a special appearance 

by Tommy Hanley who appeared in the film.  Mr. Hanley is coming up 

from Florida to offer some commentary before and after the film.  

On the weekend of  October 18
th
 and 19

th
 there will be a live 

staging of the “On the Waterfront” performed by the Hudson 

Shakespeare Company which will be held also at the high school. 

Tickets are $10.00 and $5.00 for senior citizens.  All proceeds go 

to the Fort Lee High School Drama program. 

 

 He also added that on October 24 there will be a showing at 

Fort Lee Historic Park Auditorium of the silent film “The Danger 

Game” which was made in Fort Lee in 1917.  It was one of the first 

golden features being one of the predecessors of MGM. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – also congratulated Peter.  He stated that he 

has known Peter for a long time and has known his family even 

longer.  He’s confident that Peter will do a good job for the 

people in Fort Lee. 

 

 He thanked everyone with regard to the Tour De Fort Lee which 

was held this past Sunday and was sponsored by the Fort Lee 

Educational Foundation.  There were about 320 bicycle riders 

competing in various high speed events on the Borough roadways. 

There was also a 50/50 sponsored by the Fort Lee Education 

Foundation who raised about $5,000 to funds scholarships to the 

children of Fort Lee High School and other programs throughout the 

Fort Lee school system. 

 

 He stated that the Farmers Market continues to run every 

Sunday through November 23
rd
 at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community 

Center. On Sunday, September 21
st
 there will be a great art 

exhibit held at the Community Center entrance adjacent to the 

Farmer’s Market at the same time the market is open. 

 

 He stated that the Fort Lee Office of Culture Heritage 

Affairs and the Fort Lee Artist Guild will present their annual 

Fort Lee Art in the Park on October 25
th
.  

 

 He stated that the Fire Department has responded to 1,150 

calls so far this year.  He added if anyone would like to become a 

volunteer firefighter they should call 201-592-3500 ext 1502. 

 

 He wished everyone a happy and healthy Rosh Hashanah.  

 

 

Councilman Suh – stated that he was at the Tour de Fort Lee and 

being part of the Board of Education for some years he was always 

very appreciative of what the foundation does for the Fort Lee 

High School and district in general.  It was a great event and he 

even got an opportunity to ride his year.          

 

 



Councilman Sargenti – congratulated Mr. Suh and welcomed him 

aboard and he expects him to be a great asset.  
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 He stated that he received a communication from Chief Bendul 

concerning a recent IRS telephone scam.  There is a consumer alert 

warning to the public about telephone scams being seen in every 

part of the country and the Chief is urging people not to be 

deceived by these threatening phone calls.  The victim receives a 

phone call from a con artist portraying to be an IRS special agent 

who says there are taxes due and that they must be paid to avoid 

arrest.  The IRS does not demand that anyone pay taxes without 

giving them the opportunity to question or appeal the amount they  

may owe.   If anyone receives this phone solicitation they should 

not provide any financial information or payment.  Please call the 

Fort Lee Police Department immediately.                      

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – welcomed Peter as a council member.  She 

said that she’s known his parents for many years.  She’s delighted 

to be working with him. 

 

 She welcomed Ms. Rosario and wished Mr. Grant a very happy 

retirement.  She said she was always very appreciative of the help 

and information that Neil gave to her over the years. 

  

 She reminded everyone that the annual Health Fair will be 

held on Saturday, October 11
th
 at the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center.  Flu shots and many health screenings will be 

offered. 

 

 She stated that the Fort Lee Public Library as classical 

music events scheduled every Sunday in September starting at 2:00 

p.m.                  

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – stated that he be remiss if he didn’t thank  

Chairperson Emeritus Kay Nest for putting together a fabulous 

group of people who serve on the Municipal Committee of the 

Democratic Party.  He thanked her personally for helping him to be 

the leader of a very strong organization. 

 

 He welcomed Evelyn aboard and stated that Neil will still be 

the Borough Clerk until the end of the year.  He wished Neil the 

best of luck on this retirement and thanked him for his twenty 

seven (27) years of service to the Borough.  

 

 He stated that there is a Senior Dinner Dance on Sunday, 

September 21
st
 from 5-9:30 PM. There will be live music and 

dancing featuring Peter Lieberman. The cost is $15.00 for Fort Lee 

residents and $18.00 for out-of-towners. Please call Etta for more 

information at 201-592-3500 ext.1300. 

 

 He also stated that the Senior Citizen Picnic will be held on 

Sunday, September 28
th
 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the Fort Lee 

High School Parking Lot. There will be food, music and prizes with 

dancing with the Tercels. Transportation is provided by the Fort 

Lee Parking authority. Schedules are available at 319 Main Street 

or call 201-592-3500 ext.1518.  

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 
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Speaker     Subject     Response 

 

Stanley Goldberg      .Inwood Terrace Park        Mayor Sokolich 

1080 Inwood Terrace 

                      .R-2 – Donohue Contract     Mr. Pohan 

                                                  Mayor Sokolich 

    

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, and there 

being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 

objections at 9:41 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                              Thursday, August 21, 2014 @7:15 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Sargenti, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT:  Councilwoman Kasofsky 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 3.  On August 15, 2014, a written notice of the change in 

starting time for this meeting was posted at the Municipal 

Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. Copies have also 

been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have 

prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of 

providing notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that he will dispense with his report 

until later in the evening. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 10, 2014 

Special Meeting were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 17, 2014 

Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Pohan abstaining. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 12, 

2013 Closed Session Minutes pertaining to the GWB Lane Closures 



were approved. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 9, 

2014 Closed Session Minutes pertaining to the GWB Lane Closures 

were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 6, 

2014 Closed Session Minutes pertaining to the GWB Lane Closures 

were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 6, 2014 

Closed Session Minutes pertaining to the GWB Lane Closures were 

approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 5, 2014 

Closed Session Minutes pertaining to the GWB Lane Closures were 

approved. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

R-A – Appointment to Fill Council Vacancy 

                                                                      

 There was no action taken on this item tonight. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED 

 

R-1 – Authorizing Police Promotions - Four (4) Sergeants 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

wish to promote the following Police Officers to the rank of 

Police Sergeant with an effective date of August 21, 2014:  

 

Michael S. Ferraro 

Cory L. Horton 

Francis N. Pantaleo 

Mark E. Radoian 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that these promotions will be 

certified by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 

at a salary as outlined in the PBA Contract. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously  

 

 

     OATHS OF OFFICE 

 

 “Chief Bendul thanked Mayor Sokolich, the Council Members and 

Borough Administrator Restaino for their time and allowing the 

Police Department to have this ceremony tonight. He stated that 

Fort Lee is fortunate to have a Mayor and Council that are 

committed to public safety. On behalf of the department members, I 

thank you for your support. He would like to publicly thank Jan 

Goldberg for his years of support and dedication as a Councilman 

and as a Liaison to the Fort Lee Police Department. It is with 

great pride that I serve our community as Chief of Police. He 

thanked his Command Staff: Deputy Chief Ford, Captain Zon, Captain  
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Zevits and Captain Gallagher for their professionalism and 

dedication. Tonight we are here to celebrate the promotion of four 

new sergeants that were created by lieutenants’ promotions last 

month. He further stated that before we begin the promotion 

ceremony I would like to take this opportunity to present officers 

Dennis Pothos, Bryan Drumgoole and Thomas Keelen with their 

Detective Shields.” 

 

 Chief Bendul read short biographies on all the newly made 

detectives as well as the promoted officers. 

 

 Michael S. Ferraro was sworn in as a Police Sergeant by Mayor 

Sokolich.  His daughter, Kate, held the Bible.  His son, TJ, 

pinned on his badge. 

  

 Cory L. Horton was sworn in as a Police Sergeant by Mayor 

Sokolich. His daughter, Jamie, and his son, James, held the Bible. 

His wife, Fort Lee Police Officer Deborah Siracuse, pinned on his 

badge. 

  

 Francis N. Pantaleo was sworn in as a Police Sergeant by  

Mayor Sokolich.  His mother, Quorina, and his father Zhelko, held 

the Bible.  His brother, Fort Lee Police Officer Recruit Dean 

Mirkovic, pinned on his badge. 

 

 Mark E. Radoian was sworn in as a Police Sergeant by Mayor 

Sokolich.  His sons, Anthony and Shaun, along with his daughters 

Olivia and Emily, held the Bible.  His wife, Sharon, pinned on his 

badge. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich extended his gratitude to former Councilman 

Jan Goldberg who recently resigned as a Councilman.  He was 

extremely committed to all of the Borough’s emergency services 

including the police department. He thanked him for his tireless 

efforts and for his many years of service to the Borough as a 

Councilman.  

 

 He announced on Thursday, September 11
th
 the Borough will be 

holding its 9/11 Memorial Service at the Borough’s 9/11 Memorial 

in Constitution Park at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 He also congratulated the newly promoted officers.  He 

requested a brief recess at this time. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the meeting was recessed for a short break at 7:51 p.m. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the meeting was reconvened at 8:04 p.m. 

 

  

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2014-31 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-15 for White  

Collar Employees – Establishing Title and Salary for “Management  

Specialist” 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-31 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-15 – ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND 

WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES FOR 2013-2016 – ESTABLISHING 

“MANAGAMENT SPECIALIST,” was introduced and passed on first 

reading. 
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 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

September 11, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

Ordinance #2014-32 - Amending Chapter 273, Mobile Food Trucks and 

Restaurants  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-32 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 274, MOBILE FOOD TRUCKS AND RESTAURANTS OF THE 

REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 11, 

2014. 

 

Ordinance #2014-33 - Amending Chapter 372, Section 30, Article II  

Limousines, Maximum Number of Vehicles Allowed Sixteen (16) 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2014-33 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 372 TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES, SECTION 30 CLASSES 

OF LICENSES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 11 

2014. 

 

Ordinance #2014-34 - Amending Chapter 138 Animals, Article III, 

Feeding of Wildlife and Domesticated Animals 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2014-34 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 138 ANIMALS, ARTICLE III, FEEDING OF WILDLIFE, OF 

THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 11, 

2014. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Ordinance #2014-30 - Mandating Direct Deposit for Municipal 

Employees by the Borough of Fort Lee Pursuant to C:52-14-15f et 

seq. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-30 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO MANDATE DIRECT DEPOSTI FOR 

MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEEES BY THE GOVENRING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE PURSUANT TO C:52-14-15f et seq.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 

Regular Meeting                                    August 21, 2014 

                                                           Page #5  



 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

                                                            

  On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-19. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

Current                                 $20,623,273.04 

Capital                                          301,068.29      

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,795.05 

Trip Admissions                                   12,149.07 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         46,755.79   

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             500.00 

Community Development                                781.92 

Redemption Account                                      n/a 

School Resource Account                            1,329.05 

Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                   n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   20,031.36  

Police Justice                                          n/a      

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $21,008,683.57 

 

CA-2 - Accepting Auditor’s Annual Report for 2013  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of  

every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books,  

accounts and financial transactions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2013 has 

been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal 

Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received 

by each member of the governing body; and 

 

 WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board 

of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the 

local fiscal affairs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 

5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each 

municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance 

Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing 

body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit 

entitled: “Comments and Recommendations; and 
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     WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally 

reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and 

specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments 

 

and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of 

the governing body attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by 

the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt 

of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and 

have familiarized themselves with, at least the minimum 

requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New 

Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, 

as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 

 

 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local 

Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members 

of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 

52:27BB-52,to wit: 

 

 R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local 

governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or 

refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local 

Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall 

be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not 

more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not 

more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of 

the  Borough of Fort Lee, hereby states that it has complied with 

N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this 

resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show 

evidence of said compliance.  

 

 

CA-3 - Authorizing Borough of Fort Lee’s Inclusion in the Bergen  

County Community Development Program for 2015 Through June  

30, 2018 (Amended Agreement) 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF BERGEN TO 

SUPERCEDE THE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT DATED JULY 1, 2000 AND 

AMENDMENTS THERETO ESTABLISHING THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM. 

 

 WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to 

the County of Bergen under Title I of the Housing and Community 

Development Act of 1974, as amended and HOME Investment 

Partnership Act of 1990, as amended; and Emergency Solutions Grant 

Act of 2012; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary to supersede an existing interlocal 

services cooperative agreement for the County and its people to 

benefit from this program; and  

  

 WHEREAS, an agreement has been proposed under which the 

Borough of Fort Lee and the County of Bergen in cooperation with 

other municipalities, will modify an Interlocal Services Program 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et.seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough of Fort 

Lee to enter into such an agreement, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Fort Lee, 



that the agreement entitled “Three Year Cooperative Agreement”: An 

Agreement Superseding the Cooperative Agreement dated July 1, 2000 

– June 30, 2003, to clarify the planning and implementation 

procedures, and to enable the Municipality to make a Three Year 

irrevocable commitment to participate in the Community Development 

Program, the HOME Investment Partnership Act Program and the 

Emergency Solutions Grant program for the Program Years: 2015, 

2016, 2017 (July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2018) to be executed by the 

Mayor and Municipal Clerk in accordance with the provisions of 

law; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 

effect immediately in accordance with law.  

 

 

CA-4 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Applications for Peter  

Candela and Vladimir Mperey for Fire Company #1   

 

The auxiliary firefighter applications for Peter Candela and  

Vladimir Mperey for Fire Company #1 were approved. 

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing the Hiring of Fall Seasonal Employees for the  

Recreation Department - Termination Date December 31, 2014 

 

WHEREAS, fall seasonal positions exist with the 

Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 

that these positions must be filled, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 

(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 

positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 

of Recreation; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  

appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 

date of September 1, 2014 and a termination date of December 31, 

2014. 

 

 

CA-6 - Accepting Request for Maternity Leave for Liana Palladino, 

Public Safety Telecommunicator for the Police Department  

Communications Center – Retroactive to May 29, 2014 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Liana Palladino, Public Safety 

Telecommunicator with the Communications Center, has submitted a 

request dated May 22, 2014, requesting a leave of absence, and the 

Mayor and Council have accepted same for a period of seven months; 

and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Palladino’s leave of absence 

shall be granted for a period of seven months, commencing 

retroactive to May 29, 2014.   

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing Hiring of Sandra Marin-Agudelo, Nury D. Orozco  

and Joshua X. Romero as Part-Time Employees - $10.00 Hourly 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee have authorized the hiring of part-time employees for 

Building Maintenance,    
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following individuals 

will be hired as part-time employees:   



 
3) Sandra Y. Marin-Agudelo 

 

4) Nury D. Orozco 
 

5) Joshua X. Romero  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above individuals be 

compensated at a rate of $10.00 an hour, with an effective date 

retroactive to August 18, 2014 or the date they first start in the 

case of Joshua X. Romero.   

 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing Stipend to Cathy Umrichin, Emergency  

Management Coordinator - $7,500.00 Annually – Retroactive to July 

1st 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich appointed Cathy Umrichin as 

the Emergency Management Coordinator effective retroactively to 

July 1, 2014 for a term of three years, until June 30, 2017 in 

correspondence dated June 30, 2014 to Ms. Umrichin,    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that a stipend for the duties which 

Coordinator Umrichin performs in this capacity, and hereby 

authorize a stipend of $7,500.00 annually, with an effective date, 

retroactive to July 1, 2014.      

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Hiring of Jan Goldberg as a Management 

Specialist - $69,000.00 Annually  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has been performing a 

routine analysis of efficiencies of the Borough’s operations and 

has determined that a need arises for an individual to handle 

efficiency type tasks in the Borough, which will result in a net 

savings to the Borough from his responsibilities, and the 

individual appointed will report directly to Administrator 

Restaino,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Jan Goldberg be appointed to a full 

time position of Management Specialist,  with an effective date of 

September 1, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil 

Service Commission and shall be at an annual salary of $69,000.00, 

of which said title shall be added to the Salary Ordinance of the 

White Collar Contract.   
 

 

CA-10 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewals for 2014-2015 for  

James Kim and 442 Main Street LLC (Pocket Licenses) and for FNF 

Inc., t/a Totowah  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that the following plenary retail consumption licenses 

for the year 2014/2015 be issued to the applicants listed below 

for premises designated opposite their respective names for the 

distribution or sale of alcoholic beverages.  
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 STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE     

 

 0219-33-008-011   James Kim (Pocket License) 



 

(Two Year Special Ruling Received from the State of New Jersey,  

 ABC, dated August 4, 2014 for 2014-2015 & 2015-2016) 

 

 

 0219-33-004-008   442 Main Street LLC (Pocket License) 

 

(Two Year Special Ruling Received from the State of New Jersey, 

 ABC, dated August 12, 2014 for 2014-2105 & 2015-206) 

 

     0219-33-028-008   FNF Inc., t/a Totowah – 1550 Lemoine 

Avenue,  

      Suite 109 

 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 

is authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  

corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 

 

CA-12 - Approving Change Order #1 for Mak Group LLC, for 

Additional Metal on the Perimeter of the Roof at 309 Main Street –  

$7,335.38  

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 

 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:               Roof Repairs for Borough 

                                     Hall 

                                      

ARCHITECT:                          SSP Architectural Group 

                                    1011 Route 22, Suite 203 

                                      Bridgewater, New Jersey 

08807                                     

 

CONTRACTOR:                         Mak Group LLC 

                                    40 Summit Avenue 

                                    Clifton, New Jersey 07026 

 

CHANGE ORDER #:                     1 

 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:             $439,000.00 

 

COST OF CHANGE ORDER                $  7,335.38 

 

NEW CONTRACT SUM:              $446,335.38 

 

NATURE OF CHANGES:                  Additional Metal on Perimeter 

                                 

ACCOUNT #:                          04-2150-55-1221-014 

 

 

CA-13 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  

Associates Inc., Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional 

Appraisal Services for Property Located at 1630 Lemoine Avenue for 

Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled Osso vs. the Borough of Fort Lee – 

Fee Not to Exceed $2,500.00  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

       THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 
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 WHEREAS, the owner of property located at 1630 Lemoine 

Avenue (“Property”) in the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has 

filed a complaint with the Tax Court challenging the Borough’s 



total assessment for the property for 2011 - 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed appraiser to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the complaint filed with the Tax Court 

challenging the Borough’s total assessment for the Property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 

McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 

professional appraisal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) 

days prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 

the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 

any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have previously been 

submitted by McNerney and are maintained on file at the office of 

the Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the Property, also known as Block 4254, Lot 3, on the tax map 

of the Borough, there exists a need for McNerney to perform such  

Regular Meeting                                    August 21, 2014 

                                                          Page #11  

 

appraisal in accordance with its proposal, dated July 28, 2014, 

attached hereto (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); 

and 



 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that funds are available for these purposes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the Property is in the best interests of 

the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 

for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 

07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 

appraisal services with regard to the Property at a cost of 

$2,500.00 in connection with pending real property Tax Court 

appeals entitled “Guiseppe Osso vs. Fort Lee,” in accordance with 

its proposal, dated July 28, 2014, attached hereto and made a part 

hereof (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk).  

  

2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-14 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  

Associates Inc., Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional 

Appraisal Services for Property Located at 2088 Lemoine Avenue for 

Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled Mangnone Bank of America vs. the 

Borough of Fort Lee – Fee Not to Exceed $2,500.00  

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

   THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, the owner of property located at 2088 Lemoine 

Avenue (“Property”) in the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has 

filed a complaint with the Tax Court challenging the Borough’s 

total assessment for the property for 2012 - 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed appraiser to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the complaint filed with the Tax Court 

challenging the Borough’s total assessment for the Property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 



 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 

McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 

professional appraisal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) 

days prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 

the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 

any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have previously been 

submitted by McNerney and are maintained on file at the office of 

the Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the Property, also known as Block 5351, Lot 5, on the tax map 

of the Borough, there exists a need for McNerney to perform such 

appraisal in accordance with its proposal, dated July 28, 2014, 

attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that funds are available for these purposes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the Property is in the best interests of 

the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 

for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 

07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 

appraisal services with regard to the Property at a  
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cost of $2,500.00 in connection with pending real property Tax 

Court appeals entitled “Mangnone Bank of America vs. Fort Lee,” in 

accordance with its proposal, dated July 28, 2014, attached hereto 

and made a part hereof (Available in the Office of the Borough 

Clerk).  



 

 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-15 - Accepting Proposal from Boswell McClave Engineering, South 

Hackensack, New Jersey, for Construction Inspection Services for 

Borough-Wide Handicap Accessible Ramp Improvements for Palisade 

Avenue to Columbia Avenue - Fee Not to Exceed $5,400.00   

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT  

   WITH BOSWELL McCLAVE ENGINEERING FOR THE PERFORMANCE  

   OF SUPPLEMENTARY CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION ENGINEERING  

   SERVICES FOR HANDICAP RAMPS AT LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT  

   THE BOROUGH 

  

WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 

resolution, the Borough authorized the award of a contract to 

Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to provide design and 

construction inspection engineering services related to the 

installation of American Disability Act (“ADA”)-compliant handicap 

ramps at various locations throughout the Borough as recommended 

by the Borough’s Department of Public Works; and 

 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 

resolution, the Borough authorized an amendment of Boswell’s 

contract to perform supplementary engineering design services with 

regard to the installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps at 

various locations throughout the Borough as a result of additional 

grant funds remaining available for the Borough’s use; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 

perform supplementary construction inspection engineering services 

with regard to the installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps 

along Palisade Avenue and Columbia Avenue at the request of the 

County of Bergen; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the project to install of ADA-compliant handicap 

ramps in the Borough is being funded by Bergen County Community 

Development; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 



Boswell to perform such additional engineering design services in 

accordance with its proposal, dated July 23, 2014, attached 

hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide the additional construction 

inspection engineering services related to the installation of 

ADA-compliant handicap ramps along Palisade Avenue and Columbia 

Avenue; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of amending its contract 

with Boswell for the performance of professional construction 

inspection engineering services in accordance with the procedures 

mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts and amendments thereto for 

“professional services” without competitive bidding and the 

agreement between the parties must be available for public 

inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract for professional 

construction inspection engineering services to be performed by 

Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process in 

accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, 

N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that sufficient funds are available for the additional 

construction inspection engineering services expenditures 

necessary for installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps along 

Palisade Avenue and Columbia Avenue at the request of the County 

of Bergen; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the authorization to amend the contract with 

Boswell for the performance of additional professional 

construction inspection engineering services related to the 

installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps in the Borough is in 

the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract amendment is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

additional professional engineering design services related to the 

installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps at various locations 

throughout the Borough in accordance with its proposal, dated July 

23, 2014, attached hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms 

and provisions of the agreement by and between Boswell and the 

Borough for consulting engineering services be amended to include 

the additional sum of $5,400.00. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the additional construction 

inspection engineering work pursuant to this Resolution and 

amendment to Boswell’s contract, Boswell shall provide written 

notice to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be  
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completed within the budget established for the services.  If the 

services are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a 

detailed cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the 

Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 



of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract amendment shall be 

published, and this resolution must be available for public 

inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-16 - Accepting Proposal from Boswell McClave Engineering, South 

Hackensack, New Jersey, for Preparation of Bid Plans and 

Specifications for an Emergency Generator for the Recreation 

Center – Fee Not to Exceed $6,000.00  

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

      OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

      PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 

perform design, bid, and construction phase services related to 

the procurement and installation of an emergency generator at the 

Fort Lee Recreation Center; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the performance of design, bid, and construction 

phase services is necessary to determine the requirements for the 

emergency generator, procure the generator and its installation 

through public bidding, and inspect the installation work to 

ensure its compliance with the design plans; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 

professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated August 8, 2014, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 

services related to the procurement and installation of an 

emergency generator at the Fort Lee Recreation Center; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services for this 

phase of the project will be performed by Boswell at a cost not-

to-exceed $6,000,00, and the contract for such professional 



engineering services is awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” 

process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has 

determined that funds are available for this purpose; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering services to perform design, bid, and 

construction phase services related to the procurement and 

installation of an emergency generator at the Fort Lee Recreation 

Center is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

professional engineering services related to the performance of 

design, bid, and construction phase services related to the 

procurement and installation of an emergency generator at the Fort 

Lee Recreation Center in accordance with its proposal, dated 

August 8, 2014, attached hereto and made a part hereof, (Available 

in the Office of the Borough Clerk) for a cost not-to-exceed 

$6,000.00, and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and 

between Boswell and the Borough, dated as of January 1, 2014, for 

services as the Borough Engineer. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published as 

may be required by law, and this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
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CA-17 - Awarding Contract to Waterware, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

for CSO Regulator Inspections at Palisades Road at Main Street 

Pumping Station and Bluff Road Pumping Station – $12,319.00  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

       INSPECTION SERVICES OF COMBINED SEWERS OUTFALL  

       REGULATORS 

 



 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a qualified firm to provide 

onsite inspection services for combined sewer outfall (“CSO”) 

regulators three CSO regulator chambers in the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Waterware Corporation (“Waterware”) to perform such onsite 

inspection services in accordance with its proposal, dated August 

6, 2014, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Waterware possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide onsite inspection services 

of CSO regulators in the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for onsite inspection services of CSO 

regulators in the Borough to Waterware in accordance with the 

procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. provides that a contract 

for services may be awarded without competitive bidding when the 

cost is below the bid threshold of $36,000.00, and the resolution 

awarding the contract without competitive bidding and the 

agreement between the parties must be available for public 

inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the onsite inspection services of CSO regulators in 

the Borough will be performed by Waterware at a cost not to exceed 

$12,319.00, which amount is less than the threshold of $17,500.00 

under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is not subject to the 

provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of onsite 

inspection services of CSO regulators in the Borough is in the 

best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Waterware shall be and is hereby appointed to 

perform onsite inspection services of CSO regulators in the 

Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated August 6, 2014, 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, (Available in the Office 

of the Borough Clerk) in an amount not to exceed $12,319.00. 
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 2. That upon 80% completion of the onsite inspection 

services pursuant to this Resolution, Waterware shall provide 

written notice to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services 

will be completed within the budget established for the services.  

If the services are expected to exceed the budget, Waterware shall 

submit a detailed cost overrun schedule for review and 

consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Waterware is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 



of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in 

accordance with law, and this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq.. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this contract. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-18 - Authorizing the Execution of a Right-of-Way Agreement with  

Fiber Technologies Networks, LLC, Rochester, New York, to Permit 

the Installation Use and Maintenance of Telecommunication 

Facilities Within Public Right-Of Way for Purposes of Providing 

Telecommunications Services 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE  

   EXECUTION OF A RIGHT OF WAY AGREEMENT WITH FIBER  

   TECHNOLOGIES NETWORKS, L.L.C. TO PERMIT THE INSTALLATION,  

   USE AND MAINTENANCE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES WITHIN  

   PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY FOR PURPOSES OF PROVIDING  

   TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey, Bergen County, established 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Fiber Technologies Networks, L.L.C. (“Fibertech”) 

is a New York limited liability company with offices located at 

300 Meridian Centre, Rochester, New York, and is authorized to 

provide local exchange and interexchange telecommunications 

services throughout the State of New Jersey pursuant to an Order 

issued by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities in Docket No. 

TE05080683, dated September 14, 2005; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Order, Fibertech is authorized to 

locate, place, attach, install, operate and maintain its 

facilities within the municipal right-of-way for purposes of 

providing telecommunications services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Fibertech has requested the consent of the Borough 

to occupy public rights-of-way within the Borough for a period of 

fifty (50) years for the purpose of constructing, installing, 

operating, repairing, maintaining and replacing a 

telecommunications system; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the granting of such consent is and shall be 

conditional upon Fibertech’s continued compliance with all 

existing and future ordinances of the Borough and its entering 

into a written Rights-of-Way Use Agreement with the Borough to, 

among other things, indemnify and hold the Borough harmless as to 

all claims and liability resulting from any injury or damage that  
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may arise from the construction, installation, operation, repair, 

maintenance, disconnect, replacement and removal of its  

 

telecommunications system within certain public rights-of-way, as 

contemplated in such Rights-of-Way Use Agreement, and provide 

liability insurance coverage for personal injury and property 

damage; and   

 

 WHEREAS, it is deemed to be in the best interests of the 

Borough and its citizens, and particularly its commercial and 

industrial citizens, for the Borough to grant municipal consent to 



Fibertech to occupy the public rights-of-way within the Borough 

for this purpose; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough have indicated 

a willingness to execute a Rights-of-Way Use Agreement to 

Fibertech for the purpose of constructing, installing, operating, 

repairing, maintaining and replacing a telecommunications system 

within the public rights-of-way in the Borough for a term of fifty 

(50) years, pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Rights-of-

Way Use Agreement, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That non-exclusive consent is hereby granted to 

Fibertech to occupy the public rights-of-way within the Borough 

for the purpose of construction, installation, operation, repair, 

maintenance and replacement of a telecommunications system for a 

period of fifty (50) years. 

 

 2. The non-exclusive consent granted herein is conditioned 

upon Fibertech entering into a Rights-of-Way Use Agreement with 
the Borough and providing liability and property damage insurance 

coverage. 

 

 3. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to 

execute the Rights-of-Way Use Agreement in substantially similar 

form to the agreement attached hereto and made a part hereof, 

subject to any revisions deemed necessary by the Borough Attorney. 

 

 4. A copy of this Resolution and the executed Rights-of-Way 

Use Agreement shall be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk.  

 

 

CA-19 - Authorizing Payment to J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc,  

Hackensack, New Jersey for Emergency Repairs to the Force Main on 

Old Palisade Road and Federspiel Street – $30,791.25 

 

 WHEREAS, an emergency condition existed on July 25, 2014 to 

the safety and welfare of the public by the way of a broken force 

main on Old Palisade Avenue and Federspiel Street and immediate 

repairs were necessary and  

 

WHEREAS, said repairs to the a Force Main was declared an 

extreme emergency; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 

Department of Public Works, and the Supervisor of Sewers, J. 

Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc.,  101 East Broadway, Hackensack NJ 

07601 was immediately retained,  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes payment to J. Fletcher Creamer 

& Son, Inc. in the amount of $30,791.25; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 

certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of 

the Borough Clerk and funds are available under the capital 

account # 04-2150-55-2320-002.  

      

 Mayor Sokolich spoke to CA-8 specifically thanking Stephen 

Ferraro for his years of service as Emergency Management 



Coordinator.  He welcomed and pledged his and the governing body’s 

support to Cathy Umrichin as the Borough’s new Emergency 

Management Coordinator. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich in speaking to CA-11 stated that the majority 

of the amount is being paid by the redevelopers of Redevelopment 

Area 5.  It was part of the negotiated redeveloper’s agreements 

between the Borough and the redevelopers.  He also gave details to 

with regard to the force main project and explained when it’s 

completed Main Street will have a completely different look all to 

the betterment for the Borough. 

    

     There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-19 except 

for CA-11 which was removed for separate vote by Councilman 

Cervieri) was approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED 

 

R-B/CA-11 - Awarding Bid to J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc.,  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for the Construction of Upgrades to the 

Lower Main Street Pumping Station and Force Main - $4,979,336.00 

(Includes Base Bid Plus Alternates A & B) 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 

OF UPGRADES TO THE LOWER MAIN STREET PUMPING STATION 

AND FORCE MAIN 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined that it is necessary to contract for 

the construction of upgrades to the Lower Main Street Pumping 

Station and Force Main in the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on May 5, 2014, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., the Borough publicly advertised and solicited bids for 

the construction of upgrades to the Lower Main Street Pumping 

Station and Force Main in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on May 22, 2014, bids were received from the 

following bidders in response to the Borough’s public solicitation 

for bids for the construction of upgrades to the Lower Main Street 

Pumping Station and Force Main in the Borough (figures below 

include the Base Bid plus Alternates A and B): 
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 J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc.  $4,979,336.00 

 Hackensack, New Jersey  

 

 P.M. Construction Corp.    $5,241,796.25 

 Hillside, New Jersey 

 

 Scafar Contracting, Inc.    $6,053,745.57 

 Newark, New Jersey  

 

 Montana Construction Corp., Inc.  $6,180,423.00 

 Lodi, New Jersey  

 



 Underground Utilities Corporation  $6,790,803.40 

 Linden, New Jersey  

 

; and  

 

 WHEREAS, after a review of the bids, the Borough has 

determined that the bid submitted by J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, 

Inc. is in compliance with the requirements of the bid 

specifications and that J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc. 

constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 

construction of upgrades to the Lower Main Street Pumping Station 

and Force Main in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 

construction of upgrades to the Lower Main Street Pumping Station 

and Force Main in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of a 

contract for the construction of upgrades to the Lower Main Street 

Pumping Station and Force Main in the Borough is necessary for its 

efficient operations,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc., 1575 West Street, 

Fort Lee, New Jersey, 07024 is the lowest responsible and 

compliant bidder and is awarded a contract for the construction of 

upgrades to the Lower Main Street Pumping Station and Force Main 

in the Borough, in accordance with the applicable bid documents 

and specifications for the amount of $4,979,336.00.  

 

 2. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a 

contract with the J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc. for the 

provision of services for the construction of upgrades to the 

Lower Main Street Pumping Station and Force Main in the Borough.  

 

 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for the construction of upgrades to the Lower 

Main Street Pumping Station and Force Main in the Borough through 

Bond Ordinance #2014-29.  

 

 4. That the bid security of the remaining bidders be 

returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 

  

 5. That a copy of this resolution, the bid proposals and 

contract shall be maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and 

made available for public inspection.   

 

 6. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti 

 

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 

 

 

R-2 - Authorizing and Directing the Planning Board to Examine 

Whether Certain Lands Located at 1679-1685 Bergen Boulevard and 

604-608 Main Street Should be Determined to be an Area in Need of 

Redevelopment  

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 



 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE TO EXAMINE WHETHER CERTAIN LANDS, IN PARTICULAR, BLOCK 

3557, LOTS 4, 5, 6, 7 AND 8, LOCATED at 1679-1685 BERGEN BOULEVARD 

AND 604-608 MAIN STREET IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY, 

SHOULD BE DETERMINED TO BE AN AREA IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT 

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET SEQ.  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (the “Borough”) has 

identified certain properties located at 1679-1685 Bergen 

Boulevard and 604-608 Main Street, specifically Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 

and 8 in Block 3557, as delineated on the tax map attached hereto 

and made part of this resolution, to be considered for designation 

as an area “in need of redevelopment”, pursuant to the Local 

Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, before an area may be declared in need of 

redevelopment, it is legally necessary for the adoption of a 

resolution authorizing the Planning Board of the Borough to 

undertake a preliminary study to determine whether the proposed 

area meets the criteria for designation as a redevelopment area 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires that the Borough Planning Board 

undertake an examination as to whether Block 3557, Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 

and 8, may be deemed “an area in need of redevelopment”, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council, that the Borough Planning Board is hereby directed and 

authorized to examine whether the lands located at 1679-1685 

Bergen Boulevard and 604-608 Main Street Main Street, comprising 

Block 3557, Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, as delineated on the tax map 

attached hereto and made part of this resolution, should be 

determined “an area in need of redevelopment” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:12A-3; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

  

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – extended his thanks to Jan Goldberg for his 

many years of service to the Borough.  Jan was a great asset to 

the Mayor and Council.  His experience as a CFO in his private 

business endeavors helped save the Borough hundreds of thousands 

of dollars over the years.  He was at the forefront for the 

Ambulance Corps to start charging for insurance billings.  He 

expects in his new Borough position as management specialist he  
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will be able to save the Borough a lot more money in the Borough’s 

ongoing effort to keep tax increases as low as possible.  He 

closed by stating he will miss him as a friend and colleague as a 

Councilman. 

 

 He stated that the Borough’s “music and movie series” 

continues through September 6th at the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center.  The remaining three events are scheduled for 

Saturday August 23rd, August 30th and September 6th.  Music begins 

at 7:00 p.m. which is then followed by a movie.  For further 

details check the Borough’s website at www.fortleenj.org  or the 

Fort Lee Film Commission’s website at www.fortleefilm.org. 

 

 He offered his condolences to the family on the passing of 

http://www.fortleenj.org/
http://www.fortleefilm.org/


John Collazuol, former Building Inspector, for the Borough.  His 

career as a Building Inspector spanned over thirty years.  His 

presence will be missed. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – offered his congratulations to the newly 

promoted sergeants from earlier this evening. 

 

 He also thanked Jan Goldberg for his years of service to the 

Borough.  He expects that his financial expertise will continue to 

be a great asset to the Borough. 

 

 He thanked Cheryl Westeyn, Recreation Superintendent, for 

putting together the Borough’s Wednesday night concert events that 

were held throughout the summer. 

 

 He announced that the Borough’s emergency services will be 

holding a blood drive tomorrow from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the 

Recreation Center.   He added that there is a blood shortage in 

Bergen County. 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – stated that Jan Goldberg is going to 

continue to be a great asset for the Borough within his new 

management special position.  He added that he will miss his 

friendship as a colleague. 

 

 He stated that the Fort Lee High School will be holding its 

first annual alumni beefsteak dinner in support of the football 

team on Thursday, September 18
th
 at the Recreation Center at 7:00 

p.m.  The cost is $35.00. 

 

 He also congratulated the newly promoted police officers from  

earlier in the evening. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – also congratulated Jan Goldberg on his new 

position within the Borough.  He will help the Borough become even 

more efficient.  As his colleagues have expressed Jan will save 

the Borough many more times than his salary and he also expects 

that Jan through the Borough Administrator will be able to help 

the Borough increase its revenues. 

 

 He also expressed his condolences to the Collazuol family.  

 

 He also congratulated the newly made detectives as well as 

the newly promoted sergeants.   The people of Fort Lee should feel 

safe thanks to the dedicated police officers as well as all of the 

Borough’s emergency services. 

 

 

Regular Meeting                                    August 21, 2014 

                                                          Page #24  

 

 He stated that the Beyer Brothers are celebrating their 100
th
 

year anniversary as a company this weekend.  He congratulated the 

Beyer family.  Michael Beyer serves as a member of the Borough’s 

Business District Alliance and he and his family members continue 

to be a pillar of the community. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – stated that the first building of the Modern 

within Redevelopment Area 5 is almost completed and models are now 

being shown.  People are expected to be living there within the 

next two months.  Once the second tower is built and the theater 

is built within the second tower he’s hopeful of having one of the 

best and most respected film festivals in northern New Jersey if 

not the entire northeast.  On the western portion of Redevelopment 

Area 5 construction is ongoing for the 172,000 square feet of 



retail development. 

 

     He also expressed his heartfelt condolences to the Collazuol 

family. As soon as the Mayor became a lawyer he had a lot of 

interaction with John and spent a lot of time with his son, Steve, 

who is a professional engineer and surveyor in Fort Lee.   

 

     He closed by stating that the Main Street initiative is going 

to be difficult to cope with.  Once it’s completed within the next 

nine months Main Street will have undergone a complete 

metamorphosis that will be second to none in Bergen County. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – announced that the Tour De Fort Lee will be 

held on Sunday, September 7
th
.  The event is sponsored by the Fort 

Lee Education Foundation which proceeds support the kids in the 

Fort Lee school system.  There are fifteen different bike races 

covering fifteen different categories.  The event begins at 7:00 

a.m. and concludes at 1:00 p.m.  The starting point for the 

bicycle races is Tremont Avenue and Abbott Boulevard.  In addition 

there is also a walk-ride event for families that is held in a 

different area. 

 

  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and there being 

no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 

objections at 8:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

  

 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                                Thursday, July 17, 2014 @7:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, 

                Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT: Council Members Pohan, Sargenti 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 



                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

3.  On July 3, 2014, 2014 a copy of said change in scheduled 

time was posted at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.  On the 

same date, copies of the change in meeting time were also mailed 

to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid the 

$10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough has more initiatives 

and projects going on then in any thirty-year period in its 

history.  Whether it’s Redevelopment Area 5, renovation of Borough 

parks, the expected new parking deck in the Municipal Parking Lot, 

there are just a lot of long-term projects going on.   Fort Lee 

continues to be the most progressive community in northern New 

Jersey as it continues to go through a metamorphosis.  He just 

reminded everyone to be patient as Main Street will be dealing 

with closures during certain times for the next year or so.   

 

 He added that consistent with maintaining its status as one 

of the best communities in the State that without appropriate 

emergency services the Borough would be nothing.  If the Borough 

is not a safe and protected community then the Borough would be 

nothing.  Property values would be diminished and people’s sense 

of being would be diminished.  This leads him into tonight’s 

agenda with the swearing in of five new police officers and to 

promote five other ranking officers.  He told the new recruits 

that they are about to join one of the best, if not the best 

police forces in the State, based in his mind with what the  
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Borough has to contend with on a daily basis particularly with the 

traffic issues that constantly arise from the George Washington 

Bridge. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Ordinance #2014-29 - Bond Ordinance for Main Street Force Main 

Project and Streetscape Revitalization Project – Appropriating 

$3,200,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of $3,040,000 Bonds or 

Notes 

 

 Councilman Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left 

the podium. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that Councilman Pohan is in London and 

will soon be partaking via mobile phone on this public hearing. 



 

 Mr. Grant called Mr. Pohan to join the meeting. 

 

 Mr. Pohan answered his phone and is now considered present 

for the entire public hearing on this matter.  

 

 Mr. Cohen explained that the bond ordinance tonight requires 

four affirmative votes to be adopted.  The only way for that to 

happen tonight is to have Mr. Pohan virtually present from London.  

Mr. Cohen has done the legal research and it’s perfectly legal as 

long as Mr. Pohan can be heard by the entire Mayor and Council and 

the audience. 

 

 Mr. Grant read the public hearing statement below: 

 

On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried , the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-29 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE MAIN 

STREET FORCE MAIN AND STREETSCAPE REVITALIZATION PROJECT IN AND BY 

THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY 

APPROPRIATING $3,200,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$3,040,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE 

COST THEREOF.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 

 

 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 

 

 Mr. Grant announced that the bond ordinance was officially 

adopted. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich requested a moment of silence in memory of the  

victims of the Malaysian Airlines plane that was shot down over 

the Ukraine by terrorists earlier today. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich thanked Mr. Pohan for being present tonight 

for the just approved bond ordinance. 

 

 Mr. Pohan hung up his phone at this point in the meeting and 

the meeting continued. 

 

 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the  
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meeting. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich also requested a moment of silence in memory 

of Christopher Goodell, Borough of Waldwick Police Officer, who 

was killed in the line of duty earlier this morning in Waldwick. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 8, 2014 

Regular Meeting were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 5, 2014 

Executive Session were approved. 



 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 12, 

2014 Regular Meeting were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 19, 

2014 Executive Session were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 10, 

2014 Executive Session were approved. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS CONTINUED 

 

Ordinance #2014-28 - Amending Chapter 90, Section 2, Police 

Department Formation and Rank  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-28 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 90-2, POLICE 

DEPARTMENT, FORMATION AND RANK, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 Keith Bendul, Police Chief, came up to the podium gave the 

following speech: 

 

 To: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members and Borough Administrator  

          Restaino 

 

 “Thank you for your time and allowing us to have this 

ceremony tonight. 

 

 I will keep my comments brief because tonight’s meeting 

agenda is filled with important issues. 

 

 It is with great pride that I serve our community as Chief of 

Police. One of the most memorable events for a police officer is 

the day they get sworn in. Another very special time is the day an  
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officer gets promoted. Tonight we are here to celebrate the hiring 

of new officers and promoting others into new to supervisory 

positions.  

 

 Fort Lee is fortunate to have a Mayor and Council that are 

committed to public safety. On behalf of the department members, I 

thank you for your support. 

 

 I need to thank my Command Staff: Deputy Chief Ford, Captain 

Zon and Captain Zevits for their professionalism and dedication. 

Leaders cannot lead without officers. Tonight the governing body 

again displays their commitment by hiring five new police 

officers. 

 

 The new officers have passed the state’s Civil Service 

Commission written test. Over the past few months they have 

successfully completed an extensive background investigation 

consisting of numerous interviews, a detailed application process, 



computer checks, drug screening, medical and psychological 

examinations. The hiring process would not have been possible if 

not for the talent and efforts of the Background Investigation 

Unit: Lt. Kissane, Sgt. Boylan, Detectives Haas, Eager, Traiger, 

Morgenstern, Hunt and Police Officers Wanco and Siracuse. 

 

 We are confident in the abilities and characteristics of each 

individual who will take an oath tonight. We believe that they 

will uphold the high standards of the Fort Lee Police Department. 

Tonight as the new officers are being sworn in as Fort Lee Police 

Officers they are joining a much larger community, the Law 

Enforcement family. 

 

 This morning we received word that a Waldwick Police Officer 

was killed in a crash while conducting traffic enforcement. On 

Sunday, a Jersey City Police Officer was murdered when he 

responded to a robbery alarm. I would ask everyone to keep these 

officers’ families, friends and co-workers in your thoughts. The 

flags are flying at half-staff and the Command Staff is honoring 

their memory by wearing mourning bands. It’s a somber reality of 

what our jobs can lead to. 

 

 On a positive note we are here to celebrate a number of good 

things. 

 

 The new officers will start five months at the Bergen County 

Police Academy starting next Friday. 

 

 I will introduce each new police officer by reading a short 

biography then I will ask them and their family to come up before 

the Mayor and Council for their swearing in. 

 

 I want to thank the officers’ families and friends for 

attending tonight to share their special moment. 

 

 We will serve each and every day to the best of our ability 

with passion and total commitment to improve safety and the 

quality of life for our community.” 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 Authorizing Hiring of Five (5) Police Officers  

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

have determined the need to authorize the hiring of Police  

Officers for the Police Department, based on retirements and the 

current Table of Organization; and  

 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the following 

individuals be appointed to the position of Police Officer with an  

effective hiring date of July 17, 2014,  

 

     Michael J. Kelly 

     Dean A. Mirkovic 

     Emmanuel Espinal 

     Tony E. Pickens, Jr.  

     Kyle J. Senft 

      

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that these appointments are 

made in accordance with a New Jersey Civil Service Commission 

Certification of Eligibles for Appointment List, for the title of 



Police Officer, and their salary will be at $33,959.00 in 

accordance with the current P.B.A. Contract. 

 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 

OATHS OF OFFICE 
 

 Michael Kelly was sworn in as a Police Officer by Mayor 

Sokolich.  His mother, Patricia and his father, George, along with 

his uncle, former Hudson County Prosecutor, Michael Zevits, held  

the Bible.  His uncles, retired Fort Lee Police Captain Joseph 

Zevits and current Fort Lee Police Captain Robert Zevits, pinned 

on his badge. 

 

 Dean Mirkovic was sworn in as a Police Officer by Mayor 

Sokolich.  His mother, Quorina, and his father Zhelko, held the 

Bible.  His brother, Fort Lee Police Lieutenant Ricky Mirkovic,  

pinned on his badge. 

  

 Emmanual Espinal was sworn in as a Police Officer by Mayor 

Sokolich.  His mother, Fort Lee School Crossing Guard Yolanda 

Cabrera, held the Bible.  His cousin, New Jersey State Police 

Trooper Aladdin Valdez, pinned on his badge. 

 

 Tony Pickens was sworn in as a Police Officer by Mayor 

Sokolich.  His mother, Maria Santigao, held the Bible.  His wife, 

Soula, and his son, Lincoln, pinned on his badge. 

 

 Kyle J. Senft was sworn in as a Police Officer by Mayor 

Sokolich.  His mother, Jenny, held the Bible.  His father, retired 

Bergen County Sheriff’s Officer, Sergeant Joseph Senft, pinned on 

his badge. 

 

 

R-2 - Police Promotions - Four (4) Lieutenants 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

wish to promote the following Police Sergeants to the rank of 

Police Lieutenant with an effective date of July 17, 2014:  
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      Thomas M. Provenzano 

      Matthew J. Hintze 

      Ricky J. Mirkovic 

      Gregory M. Boylan  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that these promotions will be 

certified by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 

at a salary as outlined in the PBA Contract.  

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

 

OATHS OF OFFICE 

 

 Thomas M. Provenzano was sworn in as a Police Lieutenant by 

Mayor Sokolich.  His daughter, Kate, held the Bible.  His son, TJ, 

pinned on his badge. 

  

 Matthew J. Hintze was sworn in as a Police Lieutenant by 



Mayor Sokolich. His daughter, Jamie, and his son, James, held the 

Bible. His wife, Fort Lee Police Officer Deborah Siracuse, pinned 

on his badge. 

  

 Ricky J. Mirkovic was sworn in as a Police Lieutenant by  

Mayor Sokolich.  His mother, Quorina, and his father Zhelko, held 

the Bible.  His brother, Fort Lee Police Officer Recruit Dean 

Mirkovic, pinned on his badge. 

 

 Gregory M. Boylan was sworn in as a Police Lieutenant by 

Mayor Sokolich.  His sons, Anthony and Shaun, along with daughters 

Olivia and Emily, held the Bible.  His wife, Sharon, pinned on his 

badge. 

 

 

R-3 - Police Promotion – One (1) Captain  

  

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

wish to promote Police Lieutenant Stephen P. Gallagher to the rank 

of Police Captain with an effective date of July 17, 2014, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this promotion will be 

certified by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 

at a salary as outlined in the PBA Contract.  

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE 

  

 Stephen P. Gallagher was sworn in as a Police Captain by 

Mayor Sokolich.  His daughters, Jennifer and Leslie, held the 

Bible.  His son, Sean, pinned on his badge. 

 

 Chief Bendul thanked the Mayor and Council and the families 

and friends of the newly appointed and promoted police officers 

for being part of their special night.  Everyone will now be going 

to the Recreation Center for some food and beverages.   

 

 Mayor Sokolich congratulated the newly appointed and promoted 

officers.  He requested a brief recess at this time. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the meeting was recessed for a short break at 7:55 p.m. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Cervieri, the meeting was reconvened at 8:05 p.m. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2014-30 - Mandating Direct Deposit for Municipal 

Employees by the Borough of Fort Lee Pursuant to C:52-14-15f et 

seq. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-30 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO 

MANDATE DIRECT DEPOSTI FOR MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEEES BY THE GOVENRING  

BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE PURSUANT TO C:52-14-15f et seq.,” 

was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 



hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 21, 

2014. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS CONTINUED 

 

Ordinance #2014-24 – Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-15 for White  

Collar Employees for Various Full Time Personnel in the Fire  

Prevention Bureau 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-24 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-

15 – ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES 

FOR 2013-2016,.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-25 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-12 for 

Department Heads for 2013-2016 - Fire Official/Fire Protection 

Sub-Code Official/Safety Officer 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-25 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-

12 – SALARIES AND WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS, FOR 2013-2016.” 

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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Ordinance #2014-26 - Amending Bond Ordinance 2013-25 for 

Furnishings for Previous Acquisition of Property at 1363-1365 

Inwood Terrace – Supplemental Appropriation of $50,000.00 and 

Authorizing the Issuance of $47,500.00 Bond or Notes 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-26 “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF 

$50,000 FOR ACQUSITION OF ADDITIONAL FURNSISHINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS 

FOR THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT/FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU OFFICES IN AND 

BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,  

AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $47,500 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 



 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-27 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 57, Schedule 

XIII, Establishing a Mid-Block Bus Stop, on Route US9W Northbound  

Between Washington Avenue and Irving Avenue (Englewood Cliffs)  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-27 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 57, 

SCHEDULE XIII OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE ENTITLED BUS STOPS IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE .” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

  

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 

public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-22. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

Current                                 $14,537,641.92 

Capital                                          315,138.12      

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,297.50 

Trip Admissions                                   21,120.35 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         81,195.21   
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Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,056.91 

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                                      n/a 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                   n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                  115,021.69  

Police Justice                                          n/a      

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $15,074,471.70 

 

 

CA-2 - Authorizing the Hiring of Six (6) Summer Employees for   

Various Departments – $7.50 Hourly 

 



BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired as summer help, 

at the hourly rates of compensation listed below: 

 

Name     Department   Hourly Rate 

 

Bryce Maida    Senior Center   $7.50 *   

Rich Finizio    Clean Communities  $7.50 *  

Melanie Plattner   Finance & Planning   $7.50 *    

John Sargenti   Recreation Center   $7.50 *   

Tom P. Tantillo   Clean Communities  $8.00 * 

Daniel Campollo          DPW     $7.50 * 

 

* Denotes New Hire  

 

Resolution in effect from date when employee actually started work 

predicated on Department Head’s schedule.  

 

 

CA-3 - Accepting Resignation Notice from Jeanne Eramo, Clerk 

Typist, in the Borough Clerk’s Office – Retroactive to June 27th 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that Jean Eramo, Clerk Typist, with the 

Borough Clerk’s office has submitted a resignation notice dated 

June 16, 2014 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Eramo’s resignation will be effective 

retroactive to June 27, 2014 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of Marilyn Miller as a Part-Time  

Clerk Typist in the Borough Clerk’s Office - $20.00 Hourly   

Retroactive to June 26th 

 

WHEREAS, due to a resignation in the Borough Clerk’s Office, 

the Mayor and Council have determined that the vacancy should be 

filled short term with a part-timer, who has worked in the Borough 

Clerk’s office previously,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Marilyn Miller be appointed to a  

part-time position of Clerk Typist a/k/a Keyboarding Clerk 1, with 
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an effective date retroactive to June 26, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Miller shall be compensated 

at an hourly rate of $20.00, working approximately twenty (20) 

hours a week.   

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Salary Increase to Jennifer Perelli, Clerk  

Typist in the Police Department Record’s Room for Additional 

Duties – $2,000.00 Increase - Retroactive to January 1st  

 

WHEREAS, Jennifer Perelli, Keyboarding Clerk 1 (f/k/a Clerk 

Typist) of the Police Department Records Division, has assumed 

additional responsibilities; and,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee have authorized a salary increase for Ms. 

Perelli of $2,000.00, effective retroactively to January 1, 2014.  

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Salary Increase to Melinda Aranda – Clerk  

Typist in the Police Department Record’s Room for Additional 

Duties - $2,000.00 Increase – Retroactive to January 1st         

 



WHEREAS, Melinda Aranda, Keyboarding Clerk 1 (f/k/a Clerk 

Typist) of the Police Department Records Division has assumed 

additional responsibilities; and,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee have authorized a salary increase for Ms. 

Aranda of $2,000.00, effective retroactively to January 1, 2014.    

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing Title Change and Salary Increase to Elizabeth  

Connell, from Principal Clerk Typist to Senior Supervising  

Clerk Typist in the Police Department Record’s Room - $10,162.00 

Increase – Retroactive to July 1st 

 

WHEREAS, Elizabeth Connell, Keyboarding Clerk 3 (f/k/a 

Principal Clerk Typist), of the Police Department Records 

Division, has assumed additional responsibilities since a 

colleague’s retirement in her department; and,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee have authorized a title change for Ms. 

Connell to the title of Keyboarding Clerk 4 (f/k/a Senior 

Supervising Clerk Typist) with an effective date retroactive to 

July 1, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

commensurate with a salary increase of $10,162.00, and said title 

shall be provisional pending certification from the New Jersey 

Civil Service Commission. 

 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing Title Change and Salary Increase to Melissa  

Monetti-Cuello, from Senior Clerk Typist to Principal Clerk Typist 

in the Police Department - $12,407.00 Increase – Retroactive to 

July 1st 

 

WHEREAS, Melissa Monetti-Cuello, Keyboarding Clerk 2 (f/k/a 

Senior Clerk Typist), of the Police Department, has assumed 

additional responsibilities as the assistant to Police Chief 

Bendul and continued the duties of Purchasing Clerk in the  

department,  
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee have authorized a title change for Ms. 

Monetti-Cuello to the title of Keyboarding Clerk 3 (f/k/a 

Principal Clerk Typist) with an effective date retroactive to July 

1, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

commensurate with a salary increase of $12,407.00 which would be 

equal to the Chief’s former assistant for Year 2014, and said 

title shall be provisional pending certification from the New 

Jersey Civil Service Commission.   

  

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Salary Increase for Kimberly Martinez, Part- 

Time Employee for the Municipal Court - $12.00 to $15.00 Hourly 

 

WHEREAS, Kimberly Martinez, has been working part-time for 

the Municipal Court since 2007 and because an employee is out on 

maternity leave, the Mayor and Council have authorized Ms. 

Martinez to work on an hourly basis, as needed, for the summer 

months.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that Ms. Martinez be compensated at $15.00 



per hour to work in the Municipal Court.  

 
 

CA-10 - Authorizing Salary Increase to Rosa Tropea, Clerk Typist  

for the Municipal Court, for Additional Duties - $2,909.00 

Increase  

 

WHEREAS, Rosa Tropea, Keyboarding Clerk 1 (f/k/a Clerk 

Typist) of the Municipal Court has assumed additional 

responsibilities in the department,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee have authorized a salary increase for Ms. 

Tropea of $2,909.00, with an effective date of July 21, 2014.      

 

 

CA-11 - Authorizing Hiring of Samantha R. Melia, as a Clerk Typist  

for the Municipal Court - $31,000.00 Annually 

 

 WHEREAS, due to a resignation in the Municipal Court’s 

Accounting Department, the Mayor and Council have authorized that 

the vacancy be filled,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that Samantha R. Melia be appointed to the 

full time position of Keyboarding Clerk 1 (f/k/a Clerk Typist) in 

the Municipal Court, with an effective date of July 21, 2014 and 

her duties will consist of bookkeeping and working under the 

Supervising Account Clerk; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil 

Service Commission and shall be at an annual salary of $31,000.00, 

in compliance with the Salary Ordinance of the White Collar 

Contract.   
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CA-12 - Authorizing Hiring of Diran Jebejian, as a Temporary 

Public Safety Telecommunicator, Grade 9, Step E, for the Police 

Department - $62,573.00 Annually 

 

WHEREAS, due to two vacancies created by a medical leave and 

a maternity leave in the Communications Center of our Police 

Department, the Mayor and Council have determined that a temporary 

Public Safety Telecommunicator be appointed, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Diran Jebejian be appointed to a 

temporary position of Public Safety Telecommunicator for a period 

of six months, with an effective date of July 21, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

commensurate with a salary of $62,573.00, Grade 9, Step E of the 

Blue Collar Contract.   

 

 

CA-13 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New  

Jersey for Period Covering April 1, 2014 Through June 30, 2014 - 

$1,175.00 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 



authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 

America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  

amount of $1,175.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 

for the period covering April 1, 2014 through June 30, 2014. Fees 

are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 

Human Services; and 

 

01-2887 

 

 

CA-14 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for Additional Construction Inspection for 

ADA Ramps Along Palisade Avenue from the Cliffside Park Border to 

the Route 5 Intersection et al. – Fee Not to Exceed $1,800.00  

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT  

   WITH BOSWELL McCLAVE ENGINEERING FOR THE PERFORMANCE  

   OF SUPPLEMENTARY ENGINEERING DESIGN SERVICES OF  

   HANDICAP RAMPS AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE  

   BOROUGH 

  

WHEREAS, on prior occasions pursuant to duly adopted 

resolutions, the Borough authorized the award of a contract to 

Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to provide design and 

construction inspection engineering services related to the 

installation of American Disability Act (“ADA”)-compliant handicap 

ramps at various locations throughout the Borough as recommended 

by the Borough’s Department of Public Works; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 

perform supplementary engineering design services with regard to 

the installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps at various 

locations throughout the Borough as a result of additional grant 

funds remaining available for the Borough’s use; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the project to install of ADA-compliant handicap 

ramps in the Borough is being funded by Bergen County Community 

Development; and 
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 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell to perform such additional engineering design services in 

accordance with its proposal, dated June 18, 2014, attached 

hereto; and 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide the additional engineering 

design services related to the installation of ADA-compliant 

handicap ramps at various locations throughout the Borough as 

recommended by the Borough’s Department of Public Works; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of amending its contract 

with Boswell for the performance of professional engineering 

design services in accordance with the procedures mandated under 



the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts and amendments thereto for 

“professional services” without competitive bidding and the 

agreement between the parties must be available for public 

inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract for professional 

construction engineering services to be performed by Boswell is 

awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with 

the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 

seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that sufficient funds are available for the additional engineering 

design services expenditures necessary for installation of ADA-

compliant handicap ramps at various locations throughout the 

Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the authorization to amend the contract with 

Boswell for the performance of additional professional engineering 

design services related to the installation of ADA-compliant 

handicap ramps in the Borough is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract amendment is 

necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

additional professional engineering design services related to the 

installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps at various locations 

throughout the Borough in accordance with its proposal, dated June 

18, 2014, attached hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms 

and provisions of the agreement by and between Boswell and the 

Borough for consulting engineering services be amended, for the 

sum of $1,800.00. 
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 2. That upon 80% completion of the additional engineering 

design work pursuant to this Resolution and amendment to Boswell’s 

contract, Boswell shall provide written notice to the Borough 

Clerk as to whether the services will be completed within the 

budget established for the services.  If the services are expected 

to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed cost overrun 

schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That this resolution must be available for public 

inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-15 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Nelson Page d/b/a  

Galaxy Management for Professional Consulting Services for the 

Theater/Museum Within the Eastern Portion of Redevelopment Area 5 

- $3,600.00 Monthly – Not to Exceed $43,200.00 

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

 OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  



 PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES TO NELSON PAGE D/B/A  

 GALAXY MANAGEMENT 

 

WHEREAS,  the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

have determined there is a need for consulting services with 

regard to the planning, outfitting, construction and programming 

at the Borough’s proposed theater/museum as part of the Eastern 

Parcel for Redevelopment Area 5; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a management company to provide technical advice and 

expertise with regard to the proposed theater/museum; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, services to provide technical advice and expertise 

with regard to the proposed theater/museum are recognized as 

“professional services” as these services are deemed to be 

original and creative in character in a recognized field of 

artistic endeavor, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-2(6); and 

 

WHEREAS, the services to be performed by the consultant are 

professional services and this contract is awarded without 

competitive bidding as a “professional service” pursuant to and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Nelson 

Page d/b/a Galaxy Management (“Galaxy”) to perform such 

professional consulting services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated June 17, 2014, and attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Galaxy possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional consulting 

services in the form of technical advice and expertise related to  
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the proposed theater/museum; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional consulting services to 

Galaxy in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional consulting services related to the 

proposed theater/museum will be performed by Galaxy for annual 

compensation in an amount not to exceed $43,200.00, to be paid at 

a monthly rate of $3,600 based upon a rate of $60.00 per hour as 

reflected in Galaxy’s proposal; and 

 

 WHEREAS, because the annual compensation to be paid to 

Galaxy exceeds the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local 

Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., the contract 

is subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the receipt of a proposal from Galaxy to provide 

professional consulting services was pursuant to a non-fair and 

open process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local 



Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Galaxy is required to complete and submit at least 

ten (10) days prior to the award of a contract a Political 

Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business 

Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made 

any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee 

in the Borough in the prior year, and that the contract will 

prohibit it from making any reportable contributions through the 

term of the contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 

by Galaxy and shall be placed and maintained on file at the office 

of the Borough Clerk; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 

contract for professional consulting services pertaining to the 

proposed theater/museum; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for professional consulting 

services for planning, outfitting, construction and programming at 

the Borough’s proposed theater/museum is in the best interests of 

the Borough; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Nelson Page d/b/a Galaxy Management shall be and is 

hereby appointed to perform professional consulting services in the 

form of technical advice and expertise related to the planning, 

outfitting, construction and programming at the Borough’s proposed  
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theater/museum, in accordance with its proposal, dated June 17, 

2014, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough and Nelson Page d/b/a Galaxy 

Management, providing for annual compensation in an amount of 

$3,600.00 monthly, not to exceed $43,200.00, and further 

memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions 

as may be necessary. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer shall certify as to the 

availability of funds for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-16 - Authorizing Amendment to the Fire Department Stipend  

(No Change to Stipend Amounts) 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

   FORT LEE AMENDING THE FORT LEE FIRE DEPARTMENT STIPEND   

       PROGRAM  

 



WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted 

ordinance, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) instituted a stipend program for members of the Fort 

Lee Fire Department (“Stipend Program”) to encourage active 

recruitment, retention and participation by members of the Fire 

Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 55-27 authorized the Borough to 

establish the terms, conditions and governing rules applicable to 

the Stipend Program by resolution duly adopted by the Borough and 

provided for the amendment such terms and conditions by the 

Borough through subsequent resolutions in the sole discretion of 

the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the terms, conditions and governing rules 

applicable to the Stipend Program were established by a resolution 

duly adopted on May 14, 2009 by the Borough; and 

  

WHEREAS, in February 2014, pursuant to duly adopted 

ordinance, the Borough authorized an amendment of the Stipend 

Program to address declining membership and fire call attendance, 

and resultant increases in response time by the Fort Lee Fire 

Department; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief of Fort Lee Fire Department has 

recommended to the Borough a further amendment to the Stipend 

Program to address credit that members of of the Fire Department 

may receive for responding to fire calls; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the proposed 

amendment of the Stipend Program recommended by the Chief of the 

Fort Lee Fire Department is necessary to continue the Borough’s 

efforts to address declining membership and fire call attendance, 

and resultant increases in response time for the benefit of the 

citizens of the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to authorize the inclusion of 

the following revisions to Section 8 of the Stipend Program in the  
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best interests of the Borough and its citizens, and the continued 

provision of volunteer fire services: 

 

Section 8: Members shall only receive credit for responding to 

incidents when their assigned company has been 

dispatched, except when covering a duty shift at another 

company per Section 18 III E. Members may also receive 

credit for attending calls at other than their assigned 

company when the Chief of Department authorizes same by 

directive to address manpower issues. The Chief(s) and 

Assigned Duty Officers shall receive credit for 

responding to all incidents. Each alarm shall count as 

one (1) stipend credit regardless of time of dispatch. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

1. The above amendment to the Fort Lee Fire Department 

Stipend Program is hereby approved by the Mayor and 

Council of the Borough. 

 

2. Any term, condition or governing rule applicable to the 
Fort Lee Fire Department Stipend Program or part thereof 

inconsistent with this Resolution is repealed to the 

extent of such inconsistency. 

 

 



CA-17 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from  

Ristorante Il Limoncello LLC to IPIC-Gold Class Entertainment LLC 

(Inactive) at a Mailing Address of 433 Plaza Real, Suite 335, Boca  

Raton, Florida 33432 

 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 

person transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-036-

010, heretofore issued to Ristorante Il Limoncello LLC, (Pocket 

License) a New Jersey limited liability company for premises 

located at a  mailing address of 1180 14th Street, Unit B, Fort 

Lee, New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 

been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 

to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 

local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

   

 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 

authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 

of the license and the licensed business and all additional 

financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 

certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 

Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 

New Jersey, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 

transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to 

IPIC-Gold Class Entertainment LLC at a mailing address of 433 

Plaza Real, Suite 335, Boca Raton, Florida 33432 effective July 

17, 2014  
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and does hereby direct the Municipal Clerk to endorse the license 

certificate to the new ownership. 

 

 

CA-18 - Authorizing the Sale of the Borough’s Surplus Property No 

Longer Needed for Public Use on Propertyroom.com an Online Auction 

Website and Publication of Such Notice of the Auction – Police and 

Other Borough Computers/Equipment 

 

  A NOTICE BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN,  

  STATE OF NEW JERSEY, OF THE SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY NO  

  LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE 

  AND PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE OF THE ONLINE AUCTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program 

and Study Act has been enacted by the New Jersey Legislature to 

permit local units to purchase bulk commodities and services and 

sell surplus property through means of the internet and related 

technologies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has surplus 

equipment and vehicles that is no longer used and useful in 

providing municipal services to the citizens of the Borough and 

wishes to dispose of these goods through an efficient and 

effective process; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 



Borough awarded a contract to Propertyroom.com to auction on its 

website any surplus and unclaimed property (“Property”) in the 

various departments in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the equipment and 

vehicles listed on Schedule A (Available in the Office of the 

Borough Clerk) constitutes Property no longer needed for public 

use; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to sell through an online 

auction the Property listed in Schedule A, attached to this 

resolution (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the sale of surplus and unclaimed property through 

an online auction is to be  conducted in accordance with the 

requirements of Local Finance Notice 2008-9; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the auction of surplus and unclaimed property 

pursuant with the terms and condition of the Borough’s contract 

with Propertyroom.com is necessary for the efficient operations of 

the Borough and the sale of Property no longer used and useful by 

the Borough for the provision of municipal services is in the best 

interests of its citizens; and 

 

 WHEREAS the original bid proposal of Propertyroom.com and the 

contract by and between the Borough and Propertyroom.com setting 

forth the terms and conditions for the auction services to be 

provided are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office and the 

website of Propertyroom.com 

 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

 

 1.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to post an 

offer to sell the Property listed on schedule A, on an auction 

website as follows: 

 

 Online auction site: www.propertyroom.com 
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                       http://www.propertyroom.com 

 Length of Auction:     Minimum of three (3) days 

     Anticipated Starting    

      Date:                 August 1, 2014  

 Account #:     1045 

 Auction fees:          revenue sharing 

     Method of Payment:     major credit card 

 Shipping:              common carrier 

     Possession:            Propertyroom.com with exception of  

                         in-place auction items 

               Other terms:         Bidders must pre-register  

                             with propertyroom.com 

     Minimum Bid:           $1.00  

     Equipment:             Various Police and Borough  

                             Computer(s)/Equipment 

 

 2. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to publish  

a copy of this Resolution as notice of the on-line auction, 

including the information shown in Paragraph #1 above.    

 

    3.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward 

to the Department of Community Affairs a copy of this resolution 

and a copy of the official advertisement of the on-line auction, 

as well as any other documentation as may be required to evidence 

the Borough’s participation in the sale of surplus equipment 

pursuant to the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program. 

and Study Act. 

 

 4.  That the proposal of and contract with Propertyroom.com, 

http://www.propertyroom.com/
http://www.propertyroom.com/


and a copy of the Resolution authorizing the sale of surplus 

property and the actual notice of the on-line auction, be made 

available for review by the public in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

 

 

CA-19 - Authorizing Purchase of Two 2015 Ford F350 Extended ESU 

Cab for the Police Department From Winner Ford of Cherry Hill  

Through State Contract #A83558 - Each Vehicle $27,569.00 – Total 

Cost for Both Vehicles $55,138.00 

 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 

two (2) 2015 Ford F350 Extended ESU Cab 4-WD Pickup Trucks with 

certain options; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the vehicles were purchased on July 1, 2014 through 

Winner Ford, via New Jersey State Contract #A83558; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicles were over the bid threshold 

amount of $36,000.00 and the expenditure must be authorized by 

resolution of the governing body; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 

bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 

Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 

are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 

with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 

the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment for the aforementioned 

2015 Ford F350 Pickup Trucks by purchase order from Winner Ford, 

250 Haddonfield - Berlin Road, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, 08034 in 

the amount of $27,569.00 for each vehicle for at total cost of 

$55,138.00 for both vehicles; and 
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WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 

resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for this purchase.  

 

 

CA-20 - Authorizing Purchase of Two 2015 Interceptor Utility K9,  

for the Police Department From Winner Ford of Cherry Hill Through 

State Contract #A82925 – Each Vehicle $42,902.00 - Total Cost for 

Both Vehicles $85,804.00 

 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 

two (2) 2015 Police Interceptor Utility K9, AWD, Base Vehicle,   

with certain options; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the vehicles were purchased on July 1, 2014 through 

Winner Ford, via New Jersey State Contract #A82925; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicles were over the bid threshold 

amount of $36,000.00 and the expenditure must be authorized by 

resolution of the governing body; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 

bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 

Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 

are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 

with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 



 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 

the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment for the aforementioned 

2015 Police Interceptors by purchase order from Winner Ford, 250 

Haddonfield - Berlin Road, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, 08034 in the 

amount of $42,902.00 for each vehicle for at total cost of 

$85,804.00 for both vehicles; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 

resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for this purchase.  

 

 

CA-21 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 

Specifications and Advertise for Bids for the Purchase of a 

Chevrolet Suburban Along with the Conversion of Such Vehicle for 

the Police Department Accident Investigation Unit and Also to 

Convert the Two 2015 Ford F350 Extended ESU Cabs Listed Above (CA-

19) for the Police Department Emergency Services Unit 

  

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 

directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

     . Advertising for Bids for One Chevrolet Suburban for the  

        Police Department/Conversion for Use by the Police  

        Department Accident Investigation Unit (AIU) 

 

 . Advertising for Bids for the Conversion of the Two 2015  

        Ford F350 Extended ESU Cabs Listed as (CA-19) for Use by 

        The Police Department Emergency Services Unit (ESU) 
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CA-22 - Awarding Contract to NW Financial Group, LLC, Hoboken, New 

Jersey to Provide Financial Advisory Services - Fee Not to Exceed 

$15,000.00 

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

 OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

 PROFESSIONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed financial advisor 

to provide financial advisory services on an as needed basis to 

the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of NW 

Financial Group, LLC (“NW Financial”) to perform such professional 

financial advisory services in accordance with its proposal, dated 

July 14, 2014, attached hereto; and 

 



 WHEREAS, NW Financial possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional financial 

advisory services to the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional financial advisory services 

to NW Financial in accordance with the procedures mandated under 

the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, In anticipation that the professional financial 

advisory services will be performed by NW Financial at a cost 

below the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit 

Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 

contract is exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local 

Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, proposed cost of services to be provided on 

bond/note financings is set forth in NW’s accompanying proposal 

which is available for public review in the Borough Clerk’s 

office.  Basic charges include a $2,500 flat fee for note issuance 

up to $10,000,000.  Fees for bond issues are $1.00 per bond with a 

minimum fee of $7,500 per issue.  Out-of-pocket expenses are 

additional.   

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the performance of 

financial advisory services on an as needed basis to the Borough  

Regular Meeting                                      July 17, 2014 

                                                          Page #22 

 

is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That NW Financial shall be and is hereby appointed to 

perform professional financial advisory services on an as needed 

basis to the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated July 

14, 2014, (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) for an 

amount not to exceed $15,000. 

 

 2. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a 

contract with NW Financial for the provision of financial advisory 

services to the Borough.  

 

 3. That NW Financial is specifically placed on notice that 

it will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action 

regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this purpose. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

     There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 



closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-22) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED 

 

R-4 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for  

2500 Lemoine Avenue Associates, at 2500 Lemoine Avenue, Block 

7151, Lot 7, for Tax Years 2013-2014 

 

 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter.  

 

 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, 2500 Lemoine Associates are the owners and taxpayers 

of property located at 2500 Lemoine Avenue, also known as Block 

7151, Lot 7; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayers filed tax appeals for the years 2013 

and 2014 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled 2500 

Lemoine Associates vs. Fort Lee, which are presently pending in 

the Tax Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney  and the Borough Assessor that the matters be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is  
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hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled 2500 Lemoine Associates vs. Fort Lee, so that for tax 

year 2013, the taxpayer will withdraw the complaint, and the 

assessment of $2,700,000 will remain intact; and for tax year 

2014, the assessment of $2,700,000 will be reduced to $2,500,000, 

resulting in a refund of approximately $4,300; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 

 

 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 

 

  

APPOINTMENT 

 

6-9 – Local Assistance Board  

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Rabbi Kenneth Stern to serve as a 

member of the Local Assistance Board for a term expiring December 

31, 2014. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 



 

Councilman Sohmer – stated there was a bad fire in an apartment 

complex on Center Avenue last week.  Eighteen people were 

displaced and had to be relocated for a period of a time.  No one 

was injured; however, a couple of cats were killed.  He praised 

all of the Borough’s emergency services for their efforts. 

 

 He stated that the Fire Department is always looking for new 

volunteers. Anyone interested can call 201-592-3500 ext 1013. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – added that the emergency services were successful 

in reviving some pets, but unfortunately not all of them. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – offered his congratulations to the new 

police recruits along with the newly promoted police supervisors. 

Based on what has been happening in the past week with other 

police departments, he prays for their safety while on duty. 

 

 He stated that the “movie and music under the stars” summer 

series is currently underway at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community 

Center every Saturday night through September 6
th
.  There are also 

music events on various Wednesdays throughout the summer.  A 

listing of the movies and music series can be found by calling 

201-693-2763 or by going to www.fortleefilm.org.  This Saturday’s 

showing will be Charlie Chaplin’s “Modern Times” with jazz music 

by The Red Hook Ramblers.  The music begins at 7:00 p.m. followed 

by the movie at 8:30 p.m. 
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Councilwoman Kasofsky – also congratulated the new police officers 

hired tonight along with the promoted officers.  She thanked all 

the police officers for their dedication. 

  

 

Councilman Cervieri – also congratulated the newly hired recruits 

and promoted officers.  He stated that the new recruits will be 

joining one of New Jersey’s finest police departments.  The police 

maintain a high quality of life in the Borough. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – also requested a moment of silence in memory of 

Melvin Santiago, the Jersey City Police Officer, who was killed in 

the line of duty in Jersey City on July 13
th
. 

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman Cervieri, and there 

being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 

objections at 8:17 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

http://www.fortleefilm.org/


                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                                Thursday, June 12, 2014 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 



 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough is in the midst of 

more projects then in any fifteen year period throughout the 

Borough’s history.  These are all improvements that are going to 

move Fort Lee into the next century and once again become the envy 

of eastern Bergen County.  Redevelopment Area 5 is well underway 

with the first building in the eastern portion constructed.  Once 

the second building begins to go up construction of a park and a 

pond will commence.  Discussions have ensued about the building of 

the theater on Park Avenue (formerly Martha Washington Way) and 

Main Street.  The goal is to have one of the best community state- 

of-the-art theaters in New Jersey.  With that he’s expecting that 

the Borough will ultimately play host to film festivals that will 

rival anyone’s in the northeast section of the United States.  The 

west parcel is also coming along.  It’s a little slower in 

development but once some of the final ground infrastructure items 

are finished it will begin to go forward.  An IPIC Movie 

Theater(s) is being built with expected completion in the fall of 

2015.  Also the complete refurbishment of Main Street will begin 

in the coming months.  Utilities are being replaced that will lead 

to the building of the force main which will be handled by the 

Lower Main Street Pump Station.  Curbs will be massaged, sidewalk 

size will be increased and parking will no longer exist on both 

sides of Main Street in various spots.  There will be new street 

vegetation, new benches and new sidewalks.  Also the adaptive 

traffic signal system is waiting for final approval.  The 

redevelopers are paying for that initiative and he’s very hopeful 

it will alleviate some of the traffic problems the Borough has. 
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Also, a new parking deck is being contemplated in the Municipal 

Parking Lot.  It would be an aesthetically pleasing facility which 

would have electronic signboards on it.  There will be some 

inconveniences over the next year and he’s asking for people’s 

patience as the inconveniences are temporary, but the improvements 

will be permanent. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich spoke about Rachel, Peter, Andrew and Luke.  

These are four great kids who took it upon themselves to raise 

money for a little boy named Si Si.  Si Si is a four year old boy 

who lives in China who has some horrible and dreadful medical 

conditions.  This Saturday at the A&P at 2160 Lemoine  Avenue, 

Rachel, Peter, Andrew and Luke will be sponsoring a lemonade 

stand.  They will be raising money and then getting the money to 

China for Si Si.  The Mayor has asked the Police Department as 

part of their tour shift to get over the lemonade stand.  He’s 

asking for the resident’s to come out to support the four kids for 

such a worthy young boy.  In addition the Mayor has already found 

some sponsors who are making donations on behalf of the efforts of 

Rachel, Peter, Andrew and Luke.  They left a poster at the Mayor’s 

house last night thanking the Mayor and the people of Fort Lee for 

their sponsorship and support.  The Mayor added that Si Si is from 

a western village in China and loves Toy Story 3.  He loves 

fishing in the local pond and loves to play with other children.  

He’s no different then so many other kids other then he has a lot 

of medical problems.  He closed by stating that it’s nice to have 

kids in Fort Lee who want to help him. 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

PR-1 - Diabetes Foundation 

 

 Mayor Sokolich briefly stated six years ago the Borough of  

Cliffside Park came up with the idea of sponsoring a diabetes 

event in which the Borough of Cliffside Park and Borough of Fort 

Lee are now co-hosts.  It’s a running event with prizes offered 



and of course the main goal is to raise money for the Diabetes 

Foundation. 

 

 The Mayor welcomed Roberta Schmidt, Executive Director of the 

Diabetes Foundation, Inc. and Tony Marrano, Treasurer of the Board 

of Trustees. 

 

 Ms. Schmidt stated that there were over 700 participants this 

year. She praised both communities for their efforts.  There is a 

tremendous spirit of cooperation between all the volunteer 

services that are needed to hold this type of an event.  She said 

the money raised is not for research but given directly to people 

with diabetes who cannot afford the medications. 

 

 Ms. Schmidt added that every year their organization gives 

out a volunteer award alternating between Cliffside Park and Fort 

Lee volunteers.  There is always someone annually who gives that 

extra bit of effort that has made the event so successful over the 

last six years. 

 

 She and Mr. Marrano presented a plaque to Maryanne Leodori, 

Executive Assistant for the Borough of Fort Lee, which recognized 

her efforts in coordinating the Diabetes Foundation event in 

Cliffside Park/Fort Lee for 2014.  Ms. Schmidt added that Maryanne 

never says no to anything that has been asked of her.  She does a 

lot of work and has been doing it for the past six years. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that Maryanne is truly special.  

Everyone has nothing but good things to say about her. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2014-24 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-15 for White  

Collar Employees for Various Full Time Personnel in the Fire  

Prevention Bureau 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-24 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-15 – ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND 

WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES FOR 2013-2016,” was introduced 

and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

July 17, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-25 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-12 for 

Department Heads for 2013-2016 - Fire Official/Fire Protection 

Sub-Code Official/Safety Officer 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-25 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE 2013-12 – SALARIES AND WAGES FOR 

DEPARTMENT HEADS,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

July 17, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,   

            Cervieri 



  

 

Ordinance #2014-26 - Amending Bond Ordinance 2013-25 for 

Furnishings for Previous Acquisition of Property at 1363-1365 

Inwood Terrace – Supplemental Appropriation of $50,000.00 and 

Authorizing the Issuance of $47,500.00 Bond or Notes 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-26 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF $50,000 FOR ACQUSITION 

OF ADDITIONAL FURNSISHINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE BUILDING 

DEPARTMENT/FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU OFFICES IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $47,500 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART 

OF THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

July 17, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-27 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 57, Schedule 

XIII, Establishing a Mid-Block Bus Stop, on Route US9W Northbound  

Between Washington Avenue and Irving Avenue (Englewood Cliffs)  
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman,  

Kasofsky and carried, Ord. #2014-27 entitled, “AN ORDIANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 57, SCHEDULE XIII, OF THE REVISED 

GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE ENTITLE BUS STOPS IN 

THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 

reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 17, 

2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-28 - Amending Chapter 90, Section 2, Police 

Department Formation and Rank  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2014-28 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 90, SECTION 2, POLICE DEPARTMENT, FORMATION AND 

RANK, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and 

passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 17, 

2014. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2014-21 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 26, Schedule 

XIII, Bus Stop on a Municipal Road, Along Central Avenue, 

Westbound on the Northerly Side Thereof at Bigler Street (Far 

Side) 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 



#2014-21 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 26, 

SCHEDULE XIII, BUS STOPS OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 

CREATING A BUS STOP ON A MUNICIPAL ROADWAY.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

 

Ordinance #2014-22 - Providing for New Inclusionary Zoning  

Requirements, Chapter 410, for Affordable Housing and Repealing  

Existing Set-Aside Ordinances and the Residential Development  

Fee Ordinance, Chapter 261, Section 46, Land Use Procedures  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-22 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

PROVIDING FOR NEW INCLUSIONARY ZONING REQUIREMENTS CHAPTER 410 FOR 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING, AND REPEALING EXISTING SET-ASIDE ORDINANCES 

AND THE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE ORDINANCE CHAPTER 261, SECTION 

46, LAND USE PROCEDURES.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-23 - Bond Ordinance for Main Street Force Main 

Project and Streetscape Revitalization Project – Appropriating 

$2,000,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of $1,900,000 Bonds or 

Notes 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan and carried, Ord. #2014-23 “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 

MAIN STREET FORCE MAIN AND STREETSCAPE REVITALIZATION PROJECT IN 

AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 

JERSEY APPROPRIATING $2,000,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $1,900,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE 

PART OF THE COST THEREOF” was rescinded on the following roll 

call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES CONTINUED 

 

Ordinance #2014-29 - Bond Ordinance for Main Street Force Main 

Project and Streetscape Revitalization Project – Appropriating 

$3,200,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of $3,040,000 Bonds or 

Notes 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer,  

and carried, Ord. #2014-29 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 

THE MAIN STREET FORCE MAIN AND STREETSCAPE REVITALIZATION PROJECT 

IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 

JERSEY APPROPRIATING $3,200,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $3,040,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE 

PART OF THE COST THEREOF ,” was introduced and passed on first 



reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

July 17, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  

             

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-21. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

Current                                 $10,706,442.80 

Capital                                          411,161.24 
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Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,572.00 

Trip Admissions                                         n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         23,151.66  

Special Dog Account                                  622.00 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,542.85         

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                                80,465.58  

School Resource Account                                 n/a  

Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                   n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                  111,992.66      

Police Justice                                   124,244.00    

Flexible Spending                                  1,000.00 

 

Total:                                       $11,463,194.79 

 

 

CA-2 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local  

Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, Clean 

Communities Grant - $54,578.53 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 

any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 

such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 

thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 



item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $54,578.53 from the  

New Jersey League of Municipalities Educational Foundation, Inc. 

and wishes to amend its 2014 Budget to include a portion of this 

amount as an item of revenue, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough Of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 

requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 

insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2014, in the 

sum of ..........................................$54,578.53 

which is now available as a revenue item from: 

Miscellaneous Revenues 

Special Items Of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 

Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services: 

Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

Clean Communities – Other Expenses 

Solid Waste Administration 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of ....$54,578.53  

  be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 

General Appropriations: 

(a) Operations excluded from CAPS 

State Programs Offset by Revenues: 

Clean Communities - Other Expenses 

Solid Waste Administration 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 

directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 

Director of Local Government Services. 

 

 

CA-3 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Vito P.  

Jones for Fire Company #2 

 

 The auxiliary firefighter application for Vito P. Jones for 

Fire Company #2 

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing the Hiring of Community Service Workers for  

Various Departments $7.50 to $10.00 Hourly 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired as summer help, 

at the hourly rates of compensation listed below: 

 

Name    Department   Hourly Rate 

 

Alec Bloch   Clean Communities              $7.50 *  

Travis Nitti   Clean Communities   $7.50 *  

Devin Sokolich  Clean Communities   $9.00  

Hunter McCue   Clean Communities   $8.00 

Mario Jacovino, Jr.   Clean Communities   $7.50 *  

Alyssa R. Martinez  General Services et al.   $9.00  

Cristal C. O’Connor  Fire Prevention Bureau          $10.00  

Jacquis Mayrant                      Clean Communities                 $9.50 

Chris Szabo                             Clean Communities                 $9.00  

 
 * Denotes new hire (All others are returning from previous 

years.)  

 

 Employees hired above are Retroactive to May 12, 2014 or to 

when they begin there first day of work as established by the 

Department Heads they will be working for.    



 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing the Hiring of Summer Seasonal Employees for the  

Recreation Department - Termination Date August 31, 2014 

 

WHEREAS, summer seasonal positions exist with the 

Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 

that these positions must be filled, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 

(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 

positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 

of Recreation; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  

appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 

date of June 30, 2014 and a termination date of August 31, 2014. 

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Hiring of Julie Ardito, Veniamin Makhmetov and   

Carole Porto as School Crossing Guards – $18.64 Hourly  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort  

Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in 

 

Regular Meeting                                      June 12, 2014 

                                                           Page #8  

 

the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm 

effective retroactive to June 9, 2014. 

 

Julie Ardito 

1645B William Street 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

Veniamin Makhmetov 

2185 Lemoine Avenue #5P 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

Carole Porto 

450 Central Boulevard 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing Hiring of Vincent C. Monte as a Laborer,  

Grade 9, Step A, for the DPW - $42,600.00 Annually  

 

WHEREAS, the General Services Department have been working on 

many projects in the Borough and due to the scope of work 

performed, the Mayor and Council have authorized the hiring of a 

full-time Laborer,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Vincent C. Monte be appointed to a 

full time position of Laborer, Grade 9, Step A, in the Department 

of Public Works, with an effective date of June 16, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil 

Service Commission and shall be at an annual salary of $42,600.00, 

in compliance with the Salary Ordinance of the Blue Collar 

Contract.   

 

 

CA-8 - Approving Maternity Leave for Eunkyung Chung in the  

Municipal Court – Effective July 1st 

 



 BE IT RESOLVED that Eun Kyung Chung, Keyboarding Clerk 1 with 

the Municipal Court has submitted a request dated May 23, 2014, 

requesting a leave of absence, and the Mayor and Council have 

accepted same for a period of five (5) months; and    

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Chung’s leave of absence shall be 

granted for a period of five (5) months, commencing July 1, 2014.    

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing the Tax Collector to Prepare and Mail Out 

Estimated Tax Bills for the Third Quarter for 2014 

 

   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TAX      

        COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN                

        ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994 C. 72 

 

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee had a public hearing 

regarding its scheduled budget adoption on April 10, 2014 and the 

Bergen County Board of Taxation maybe unable to certify Fort Lee’s 

tax rate at this time and the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector 

may be unable to mail the Borough’s 2014 tax bills on a timely 

basis; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector/Fort Lee Chief 

Financial Officer has computed an estimated tax levy in accordance 

with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and he has signed a certification showing  
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the tax levies for the previous year, the tax rates and the range 

of permitted estimated tax levies, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

on this the 12
th
 day of June, 2014 as follows: 

 

     1.  The Fort Lee Tax Collector is hereby authorized and 

directed to prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough 

of Fort Lee for the Third Installment of 2014 taxes.  The Tax 

Collector shall take such actions as are permitted and required by 

P.L. 1994, c. 72 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3) 

  

     2.  The entire estimated tax levy for 2014 is hereby set at 

$132,899,492.00.   

 

     3.  In accordance with the law the Third Installment of 2014  

taxes shall not be subject to interest until the later of August  

10th or the twenty-fifth day after the date the estimated tax 

bills were mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice 

specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue. 

 

 

CA-10 - Authorizing Approval of Bus Stop on Route 9W, Northbound 

on the Easterly Side of Myrtle Avenue (Far Side) and Between  

Washington Avenue and Irving Avenue (Englewood Cliffs) – Mid-Block 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey. 

 

 That pursuant to N.J.S.A. 39-4-8(e) the following described 

location is designated as a bus stop: 

 

State Highway 

 

ADDED BUS STOPS: 

 

1. Along Route US9W (Lemoine Avenue), northbound on the  

     easterly side thereof at:  



 

a. Myrtle Avenue – (far side) 

 Beginning at the northerly curb line of Myrtle Avenue and   

      extending 100 feet northerly therefrom  

 

b.   Between Washington Avenue and Irving Avenue (Englewood  

     Cliffs) – Mid-Block 

 Beginning at a point 50 feet north of the northerly curb 

      line of Washington Avenue and extending 135 northerly there  

      from 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

upon approval as provided by law.            

 

 

CA-11 - Requesting Placement of a Bus Shelter by New Jersey 

Transit to be Placed on Center Avenue, Northbound at Bruce  

Reynolds Boulevard (Bridge Plaza South), Near Side 

 

REQUESTING BUS SHELTER 

 

 WHEREAS, NJ TRANSIT has funds for the purchase of bus 

shelters throughout the State of New Jersey; and 
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 WHEREAS, the governing body of a municipality in New Jersey 

or the Board of Chosen Freeholders of a county may apply to the 

New Jersey Transit Corporation for the purchase and installation 

of bus shelters at legally designated bus stops; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, in the interest of 

promoting public transportation, conservation of energy, traffic 

safety, and for the convenience of the public, endorses the 

concept of providing bus shelters within its jurisdiction, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the application is 

hereby made by the Borough of Fort Lee to the New Jersey Transit 

Corporation for the purchase and installation of 1 bus shelter as 

set forth in Exhibit A, made a part hereof (Available in the 

Office of the Borough Clerk) for Center Avenue, northbound at 

Bridge Plaza South, near side; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and the 

Municipal Clerk be authorized to execute an agreement or 

agreements with NJ Transit to arrange for the purchase and 

installation of the shelters. 

  

 

CA-12 - Authorizing Borough of Fort Lee’s Inclusion in the Bergen  

County Community Development Program for 2015 Through June 30, 

2018 

 

       A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INCLUSION IN THE BERGEN COUNTY 

       COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM  

 

 WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to 

the County of Bergen until Title I of the Housing and Community 

Development Act of 1974, as amended and HOME Investment 

Partnership Act of 1990, as amended; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Grantee or a unit of general local government 

that directly or indirectly receives CDBG funds may not sell, 

trade, or otherwise transfer all or any such portion of such funds 

to another metropolitan city, urban county, unit of general local 

government or Indian tribe, or insular area that directly or 



indirectly receives CDBG funds in exchange for any other funds, 

credits or non-Federal considerations, but must use such funds for 

activities eligible under Title I of the Housing and Community 

Development Act of 1974, as amended; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the current Interlocal Services Agreement contains 

an automatic renewal clause to expedite the notification of the 

inclusion process; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by June 20, 2014 each municipality must notify the 

Bergen County Division of Community Development of its intent to 

continue as a participant in the Urban County entitlement programs 

noted above; and 

  

 WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough of Fort 

Lee and its residents to participate in said programs, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that it hereby notifies the Bergen County 

Division of Community Development of its decision to be included 

as a participant municipality in the Urban County entitlement 

programs being the Community Development Block Grant Program and 

Home Investment Partnership Act Program for the Program Years 

2015, 2016 and 2017 (July 1, 2015-June 30, 2018); and 

 

Regular Meeting                                      June 12, 2014 

                                                          Page #11  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be 

forwarded to the Bergen County Division of Community Development 

no later than June 20, 2014. 

 

 

CA-13 - Authorizing Submission of Safe Routes to Schools Grant  

Application  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee and the Board of Education 

have collaborated together in an effort to develop projects that 

will improve access and maintenance on public roads that access 

school facilities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee’s Engineering Department in 

collaboration with the Borough of Fort Lee’s Police Department 

have provided a plan specifically designed to address and improve 

the unique traffic flow/safety issues for five of the Borough’s K-

8 Schools by implementing traffic calming and speed reduction 

measures; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee will submit this plan to the 

State of New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Safe 

Routes to Schools Grant; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee and the Board of Education 

recognize the value of interlocal cooperation as a way of reducing 

duplication and overlap of services as a means of efficient and 

economical utilization of resources; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, Police Department in 

conjunction with the Borough of Fort Lee Department of Public 

Works, will ensure that all maintenance and upkeep of this project 

is ongoing; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Department of Public Works 

will assign Mike Maresca, Assistant Superintendent to serve as the 

responsible charge for the project, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and 

Borough Clerk, are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant 

application identified as SRS-I-2014 Fort Lee Borough 00057 to the 



New Jersey Department of Transportation. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee endorse the plan for Traffic Calming and Speed 

Reduction Measures throughout the Borough to improve the traffic 

flow and safety for School 1, School 2, School 3, School 4 and 

Lewis F. Cole Middle School to encourage greater pedestrian and 

bicycle traffic to the school.  

 

 

CA-14 - Authorizing the Execution of a License Agreement with 

Elliot Delshad at 442 Stillwell Avenue, Block 2854, Lot 1, for the 

Purpose of Constructing a New Retaining Wall 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A LICENSE AGREEMENT 

WITH ELLIOT DELSHAD FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 442 STILLWELL AVENUE, 

ALSO KNOWN AS BLOCK 2854, LOT 1 FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF A RETAINING 

WALL 

 

WHEREAS, Elliot Delshad (the “Property Owner”) owns property 

known as 442 Stillwell Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey, also known as 

Block 2854, Lot 1 as shown on the tax maps of the Borough of Fort 

Lee (the “Property”); and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough’s right of way for Thirteenth Street 

(“Borough ROW”) is located on the northwest side of the Property 

as delineated on a survey of the Property; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Property Owner is desirous of utilizing 

approximately five (5) feet by one hundred and ten (110) feet of 

the Borough ROW, through the vehicle of a license, (hereinafter 

the “Licensed Area”), solely for purposes of removing an existing 

retaining wall and constructing and maintaining a new retaining 

wall on the northwest side of the Property; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Property Owner received approval from the 

Borough Zoning Board of Adjustment on December 6, 2012 to renovate 

an existing two family dwelling on the Property which included a 

condition to replace a retaining wall on 13
th
 Street and relocate 

the replacement wall at the Property line and that it shall not 

encroach on the Borough ROW (“Zoning Board Approval”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Property Owner retained an engineer to evaluate 

the relocation and replacement of the retaining wall at the 

Property line and not to encroach on the Borough ROW and such 

evaluation concluded that this was not possible; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Licensed Area will encroach on the Borough ROW 

for Thirteenth Street located on the northwest side of the 

Property; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Property Owner shall be required to amend the 

Zoning Board Approval to permit the retaining wall to remain 

within the Borough ROW as depicted on the survey of the Property; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, this License Agreement shall not be effective until 

the Property Owner has obtained an amendment to the Zoning Board 

Approval. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that a license agreement with Elliot 

Delshad is hereby approved and authorized for execution for 

property located at 442 Stillwell Avenue and the Mayor and Borough 

Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the license agreement in 

the form attached hereto.   



 

 

CA-15 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 

Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Garbage Pick-

Up/Recycling, Waste Disposal Services and Leaf Removal Services 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 

directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

     . Garbage Pick-Up & Recycling & Waste Disposal Services 

     . Leaf Removal Services    

 

 

CA-16 - Awarding Bid to Reggio Construction Inc., Fort Lee, New 

Jersey for Roadway Improvements to Whiteman Street – $130,340.31  

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO  

   WHITEMAN STREET 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined that it is necessary to contract for  
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the construction of improvements to Whiteman Street in the 

Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been 

approved to receive a Municipal Aid Grant in the amount of 

$150,000 from the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the 

construction of improvements to Whiteman Street in the Borough; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 

resolutions, the Borough awarded contracts to Boswell McClave 

Engineering to provide services as a licensed engineer for the 

preparation of construction plans and specifications, and the 

performance of construction inspection services for the 

construction of improvements to Whiteman Street; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on May 5, 2014, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., the Borough publicly advertised and solicited bids for 

the construction of improvements to Whiteman Street; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on May 15, 2014, bids were received from the 

following bidders in response to the Borough’s public solicitation 

for bids for the construction of improvements to Whiteman Street: 

  

 Reggio Construction, Inc.   $130,340.31 

 Fort Lee, New Jersey  

 

 DLS Contracting, Inc.    $141,241.00 

 Nutley, New Jersey 

 

 D&L Paving Contractors, Inc.   $157,040.81 

 Nutley, New Jersey  

 

 A.J.M. Contractors, Inc.    $158,720.00 

 Clifton, New Jersey  

 

; and  

 

 WHEREAS, after a review of the bids, the Borough has 

determined that the bid submitted by Reggio Construction, Inc. is 

in compliance with the requirements of the bid specifications and 

that Reggio Construction, Inc. constitutes the lowest responsible 



and complying bidder for the construction of improvements to 

Whiteman Street; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 

construction of improvements to Whiteman Street; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of a 

contract for the construction of improvements to Whiteman Street 

is necessary for its efficient operations,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Reggio Construction, Inc., 1575 West Street, Fort 

Lee, New Jersey, 07024 is the lowest responsible and compliant 

bidder and is awarded a contract for the construction of 

improvements to Whiteman Street, in accordance with the applicable 

bid documents and specifications for the amount of $130,340.31.  

 

 2. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a 

contract with the Reggio Construction, Inc. for the provision of  

Regular Meeting                                      June 12, 2014 

                                                          Page #14 

 

services for the construction of improvements to Whiteman Street.  

 

 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for the construction of improvements to 

Whiteman Street.  

 

 4. That the bid security of the remaining bidders be 

returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 

  

 5. That a copy of this resolution, the bid proposals and 

contract shall be maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and 

made available for public inspection.   

 

 6. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 

 

CA-17 - Awarding Non-Fair and Open Contract to H3 Hardy  

Collaboration Architecture, LLC, New York, New York, for the 

Design Phase for the John Barrymore Museum – $44,600.00  

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING/ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed 

engineer/architect to perform a study and concept design services 

for the Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum as part of the 

Eastern Parcel for Redevelopment Area 5; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 



 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of H3 

Hardy Collaboration Architecture, LLC (“H3”) to perform such 

professional engineering/architecture and design services in 

accordance with its proposal, dated April 28, 2014, attached 

hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, H3 possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to perform a study and concept design services 

for the Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering/architecture 

services to H3 in accordance with the procedures mandated under 

the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering and architecture 

services to perform a study and concept design services for the  
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Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum will be performed by H3 at 

a cost not to exceed $44,600, which amount is above than the 

threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is 

subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of H3 to provide professional 

appraisal services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, H3 is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) days 

prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 

the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 

any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have previously been 

submitted by H3 and are maintained on file at the office of the 

Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering/architecture and design services to 

perform a study and concept design services for the Borough’s 

planned John Barrymore Museum is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

its efficient operations, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That H3 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional engineering/architecture and design services to 

perform a study and concept design services for the Borough’s 



planned John Barrymore Museum in accordance with its proposal, 

dated April 28, 2014, attached hereto (Available in the Office of 

the Borough Clerk), in an amount not to exceed $44,600.00. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering/architecture 

work pursuant to this Resolution, H3 shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, H3 shall submit a detailed cost 

overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That H3 is specifically placed on notice that it will be 

required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 

1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in 

accordance with law, and this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of the Local 

Public Contracts Law. 
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 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this contract. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-18 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to LAN Associates,  

Midland Park, New Jersey, for Window Replacement and Masonry 

Upgrades at 309 Main Street – Fee Not to Exceed $44,000.00  

 

         A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING/ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed 

engineer/architect to evaluate the existing windows, doors, and 

stone masonry, design new windows in Borough Hall, prepare 

construction documents for the window replacement and masonry 

upgrade, and perform construction administration services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of LAN 

Associates (“LAN”) to perform such professional 

engineering/architecture and design services in accordance with 

its proposal, dated May 22, 2014, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, LAN possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to evaluate the existing windows, doors, and 

stone masonry, design new windows in Borough Hall, prepare 

construction documents for the window replacement and masonry 

upgrade, and perform construction administration services; and  

 



 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering/architecture 

services to LAN in accordance with the procedures mandated under 

the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering and architecture 

services to evaluate the existing windows, doors, and stone 

masonry, design new windows in Borough Hall, prepare construction 

documents for the window replacement and masonry upgrade, and 

perform construction administration services will be performed by 

at a cost not to exceed $44,000.00, which amount is above than the 

threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is 

subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law; and 
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 WHEREAS, the retention of LAN to provide professional 

appraisal services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, LAN is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) days 

prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 

the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 

any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have previously been 

submitted by LAN and are maintained on file at the office of the 

Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering/architecture and design services to 

evaluate the existing windows, doors, and stone masonry, design 

new windows in Borough Hall, prepare construction documents for 

the window replacement and masonry upgrade, and perform 

construction administration services is in the best interests of 

the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 

for its efficient operations, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That LAN shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional engineering/architecture and design services to 

evaluate the existing windows, doors, and stone masonry, design 

new windows in Borough Hall, prepare construction documents for 

the window replacement and masonry upgrade, and perform 

construction administration services in accordance with its 

proposal, dated May 22, 2014, attached hereto and made a part 

hereof, in an amount not to exceed $44,000.00. 

 



 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering/architecture 

work pursuant to this Resolution, LAN shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, LAN shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That LAN is specifically placed on notice that it will 

be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of 

P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in 

accordance with law, and this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of the Local 

Public Contracts Law. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this contract. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
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CA-19 - Authorizing Place-to-Place Liquor License Transfer for  

Angry Chick LLC, t/a New York Wing Factory at 1642 Schlosser 

Street (Expansion of Premises)  

 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Angry Chick LLC.,  

t/a New York Wing Factory for a place-to-place transfer (Expansion 

of Premises) of Plenary Retail Consumption license number 0219-33-

001-011, located at 1642 Schlosser Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the applicant has 

complied with N.J.S.A. Title 33, and the license has been properly 

renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building 

Sub-Code Official and Fire Prevention Bureau Sub-Code Official for 

transfer, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, does hereby approve, effective June 12, 

2014, the place to place transfer (Expansion of Premises) of the 

aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption license, to include the 

outside premises located at 1642 Schlosser Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 

CA-20 - Approving Various Liquor License Renewals for 2014-2015  

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

that plenary retail consumption licenses, plenary retail 

distribution licenses, plenary retail consumption w/broad package 

privilege, and club licenses for the year 2014/2015 be issued to 

each of the applicants listed on the attached pages for premises 

designated opposite their respective names for the distribution or 

sale of alcoholic beverages.  

 

STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 

 

0219-33-001-011   ANGRY CHICK LLC             NEW YORK WING 

                                               FACTORY 

 

0219-33-002-003   WEST 99TH ST. CORP.      AIELLO'S HILLTOP  

                                              MOTEL & LOUNGE 

 



0219-33-005-003   PLAZA DINER LIQUOR, LLC PLAZA DINER 

 

0219-33-007-013   POONG LIM LLC   POONG LIM 

 

0219-44-009-004   2450 LEMOINE AVE LLC  QUENCH WINES & 

                                              SPIRITS 

 

0219-33-010-008   SUNBICHON RESTAURANT INC. MASIL HOUSE 

 

0219-44-011-004   B.L.W. WORLD INC.       WINE KING 

LIQUORS 

 

0219-33-012-003    FORT LEE BCD INC.   BCD TOFU 

HOUSE 

   

0219-33-013-014   YK II INC.                  RAKU IZAKAYA 

 

0219-44-015-006   SOBIA, LLC    

 

0219-33-020-004   NEW GARDEN WEST CORP.       SILVER POND SEAFOOD 

                                               RESTAURANT 
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0219-33-022-006   B STORY USA, INC.           BADA STORY 

 

0219-44-023-005   GREAT ATLANTIC & PACIFIC A&P WINES AND 

      TEA CO.                     SPIRITS 

                    

0219-33-024-003   STUNI INC.        HIRAM'S ROADSTAND 

 

 

0219-33-026-004   DCH FORT LEE, INC.  DONG CHUN HONG 

 

0219-32-027-007   FRANCO B. INC.       FRANCOS METRO 

          RESTAURANT 

 

0219-33-030-005   GAM NA MOO, INC.        PHO 32 & SHA BU 

 

0219-44-031-009   LINWOOD WINES & LIQUORS INC. 

                   

0219-33-033-010   NAMPO LLC.    

 

0219-33-034-004   SLUMBER INC.        HOLIDAY INN - 

GWB 

     

0219-33-036-010   RISTORANTE IL LIMONCELLO  

                   LLC 

(Two Year Special Ruling Received from the State of NJ, ABC on 

 September 12, 2013, for 2013-2014 and 2014-2015)   

 

0219-33-037-003   177 NORTH MARGINAL   SIGGY'S  

      ROAD INC. 

 

0219-44-038-004   K&S DRUG & SURGICAL INC. JUNCTION DRUGS 

 

0219-33-041-013   JOE & MAX INC.   DORA DORA 

 

0219-33-043-006   MEMRIES INC.         IN NAPOLI 

 

0219-33-049-003   GAM ME OK, INC.    

 

0219-33-050-005   QUEENS RECIPE, INC.          

 

0219-44-051-006   BK FORT LEE INC.            GOOD NATURE FORT LEE 

                                               MARKET – HMART 

FRESH 



 

0219-31-057-001   HOOK & LADDER CO. #3 INC. HOOK & LADDER CO. #3 

 

0219-44-060-014   THE HUDSON WINE MARKET, INC.   

 

0219-36-062-004   FORT LEE HOTEL    DOUBLE TREE FORT LEE 

       MANAGEMENT INC. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 

is authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  

corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 

 

CA-21 - Authorizing Renewal of Liquor License for Hangar Inc. 

(Inactive) at 2143 Route 4 East for 2014-2015 With Special       

Conditions Imposed  

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL 

CONSUMPTION LICENSE 0219-33-042-010, HANGAR INC., AT 

2143 ROUTE 4 EAST, FOR THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, 

FOR THE LICENSING YEAR JULY 1, 2014 – JUNE 30, 2015. 
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WHEREAS, Hangar Inc., (Inactive) is the owner and is the 

holder of a plenary retail consumption liquor license for property 

located at 2143 Route 4 East; and  

 

WHEREAS, Hangar Inc., has applied to the Governing Body of 

the Borough of Fort Lee (“Fort Lee”) for the reissuance of the 

liquor license for the subject property; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney (“Attorney”) and the Fort Lee 

Police Department (“FLPD”) have reviewed the current operating  

conditions of Hangar Inc; and have agreed that one special 

condition for the premises shall be attached to its liquor license 

for the licensing year July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that plenary retail consumption license 

0219-33-042-010, Hangar Inc., 2143 Route 4 East, for the licensing 

year July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015 be renewed for the sale of 

alcoholic beverages with the following Special Condition imposed 

on the license: 

 
 1.  The Licensee shall notify the Fort Lee Police Department 

in writing 15 days prior to any party of over 300 people or more.  

 

 Mayor Sokolich briefly touched upon CA-4, CA-5 and CA-17. 

 

     There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-21) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 – Amending Capital Budget  

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2014 was 

amended on the 8th day of May, 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 

section, 



 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 

amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2014 

Budget be made: 

 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2014) 
         Capital            To Be 

                   Estimated      Improvement       Debt          Funded In 

Project            Total Cost       Fund          Authorized     Future Years 

  

Main Street Force Main/ 

 Streetscape Revitalization Project 

 

Total All Projects    8,600,000     167,858        3,432,142        5,000,000       

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 

                       Funding Amounts Per Year       

 
Project        Estimated Total   Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 

                    Cost                Year    Year      Year       Year    Year      Year 

                                        2014    2015      2016       2017    2018      2019 

Main Street Force Main/ 

 Streetscape Revitalization Project 
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Total All Projects   8,600,000        3,600,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  

       Estimated     Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project           Total Cost    Improvement       General 

                                     Fund             

2014-5                 2,000,000     100,000         1,900,000 

 

Total All Projects     8,600,000     417,858         8,182,142 

 

 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2014) 
 

      Capital         To Be 

       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Debt          Funded In 

Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Authorized     Future Years 

 

Acquisition of Furnishings and Improvements 

for Building Dept. & Fire Prevention 

 

               2014-6       50,000      2,500        47,500 

 

Main Street Force Main/  

 Streetscape Revitalization Project 

 

               2014-5     3,200,000    160,000    3,040,000 

 

Total All Projects        9,850,000    230,358    4,619,642       5,000,000 

          

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 

 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project        Project    Estimated           Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 

                 #       Total Cost           Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 

                                              2014     2015    2016   2017   2018   2019 

 

Acquisition of Furnishings and Improvements 

For Building Dept. & Fire Prevention             

                

  2014-6      50,000            50,000 

 

                     

Main Street Force Main/ 

 Streetscape Revitalization Project 

 

              2014-5      3,200,000         3,200,000 

                          

Total All Projects        9,850,000         4,850,000  1,000,000 Each Year for 2014-2019 

 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 



  Estimated Total Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project        Cost          Improvement       General  

                               Fund            

 

2014-5       3,200,000       160,000        3,040,000 

 

Total All    8,650,000       420,358        8,229,643 

Projects 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 

resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 

Local Government Services. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 Council Members: Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri  

 

 

R-2 - Amending Developers Agreement Between the Borough and 

Fort Lee Associates, LLC – 147 Cedar Street, Block 4353, Lot 8 

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter as well as R-3, 

R-4, R-5, R-6 and R-7 and left the podium. 
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 Council President Pohan chaired the meeting for items R-2 

through R-7. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND FORT LEE 

ASSOCIATES, LLC  

   

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Cedar 

Street Associates, LLC (the “Developer”), for property located at 

Block 4353, Lot 8 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort 

Lee, also know as 147 Cedar Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey (the 

“Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough approved and authorized execution of a 

Developer’s Agreement for the Property on January 16, 2014, but 

the Developer’s Agreement has yet to be executed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough adopted a resolution authorizing 

revisions to current developers agreements to address the 

requirements of the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) regarding 

compliance with the Municipality’s prior round and third round 

affordable housing obligations and provides for a 10% set aside, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Developer’s Agreement with the 

Developer approved on January 16, 2014 is amended and approved and 

the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the 

Amended Developer’s Agreement with the Developer attached hereto. 

(Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk)   
 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-3 - Amending Developers Agreement Between the Borough and V&R 

Developers Inc. – 2103 Hudson Terrace, Block 4856, Lots 2-4 & 7 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 



 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDED DEVELOPER’S 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND V&R DEVELOPERS, INC.  

   

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by V&R 

Developers, Inc. (the “Developer”), for property located at Block 

4856, Lots 2, 3, 4 and 7 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, also know as 2103 Hudson Terrace, Fort Lee, New Jersey 

(the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough and the Developer entered into a 

Developer’s Agreement for the Property; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough adopted a resolution authorizing 

revisions to current developers agreements to address the 

requirements of the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) regarding 

compliance with the Municipality’s prior round and third round 

affordable housing obligations and provides for a 10% set aside, 

 

 

Regular Meeting                                      June 12, 2014 

                                                          Page #23  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Developer’s Agreement with the 

Developer is amended and approved in accordance with the attached 

Amended Developer’s Agreement (Available in the Office of the 

Borough Clerk) which will supersede and replace the prior 

Developer’s Agreement; and  

 

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to execute the Amended Developer’s Agreement.   

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-4 - Amending Developers Agreement Between the Borough and Cedar 

Street Associates, LLC – 140 Cedar Street and 1639 Federspiel 

Street – Block 4353, Lots 6 and 7 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND CEDAR 

STREET ASSOCIATES, LLC  

   

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Cedar 

Street Associates, LLC (the “Developer”), for property located at 

Block 4353, Lots 6 and 7 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, also know as 140 Cedar Street and 1639 Federspiel 

Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey (the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough approved and authorized execution of a 

Developer’s Agreement for the Property on January 16, 2014, but 

the Developer’s Agreement has yet to be executed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough adopted a resolution authorizing 

revisions to current developers agreements to address the 

requirements of the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) regarding 

compliance with the Municipality’s prior round and third round 

affordable housing obligations and provides for a 10% set aside, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Developer’s Agreement with the 



Developer approved on January 16, 2014 is amended and approved and 

the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the 

Amended Developer’s Agreement with the Developer attached hereto. 

(Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk)  

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-5 - Amending Developers Agreement Between the Borough and 

TGSI Development, LLC – 159-165 & 167 Cedar Street – Block 4352, 

Lots 13-15 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDED DEVELOPER’S 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND TGSI DEVELOPMENT, 

LLC  
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WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by TGSI 

Development, LLC (the “Developer”), for property located at Block 

4352, Lots 13, 14 and 15 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, also know as 159-165-167 Cedar Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey (the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough and the Developer entered into a 

Developer’s Agreement for the Property; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough adopted a resolution authorizing 

revisions to current developers agreements to address the 

requirements of the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) regarding 

compliance with the Municipality’s prior round and third round 

affordable housing obligations and provides for a 10% set aside, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Developer’s Agreement with the 

Developer is amended and approved in accordance with the attached 

Amended Developer’s Agreement (Available in the Office of the 

Borough Clerk) which will supersede and replace the prior 

Developer’s Agreement; and  

 

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to execute the Amended Developer’s Agreement.   

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-6 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for  

Pantelis & Irene Zoe Bournias vs. Borough at 2132 Linwood Avenue, 

Block 5154, Lot 3, for Tax Years 2013-2014 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, Pantelis & Irene Zoe Bournias are the owners and 

taxpayers of property located at 2132 Linwood Avenue, also known 

as Block 5154, Lot 3; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayers filed tax appeals for the years 2013 

and 2014 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled 

Bournias vs Fort Lee, which are presently pending in the Tax 

Court; and 

 



 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney  and the Borough Assessor that the matters be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Bournias vs Fort Lee, so that for tax years 2013 and 

2014, the assessments will be reduced from $1,460,800 to 

$1,400,000, resulting in a total two year refund of approximately 

$2,650; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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R-7 - Amending Contract With Tim Donohue, Esq., of Arleo,  

Donohue & Biancamano, LLC as Special Legal Counsel for the  

Borough with Regard to the Port Authority of NY-NJ Toll Lane 

Diversions from the GWB Access Points Located in the Borough – 

$25,000.00 (Total Contract Price $60,000.00) 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT OF THE PROFESSIONAL LEGAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT WITH TIM DONOHUE, ESQ., OF ARLEO, 

DONOHUE & BIANCAMANO, LLC AS SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL WITH 

REGARD TO THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY-NJ TOLL LANE DIVERSIONS 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution duly 

adopted at a public meeting, the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to Tim Donohue, Esq., 

of Arleo, Donohue & Biancamano, LLC (“Donohue”) to perform such 

professional legal services, on behalf of the Mayor in his 

official capacity in an investigation presently being conducted by 

the United States Attorney for the District of New Jersey and a 

joint committee of New Jersey Assembly and New Jersey Senate, and 

potentially other agencies, in connection with the events of 

September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and 

NJ’s toll lane diversions from the George Washington Bridge access 

points located in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution duly 

adopted at a public meeting, the Borough authorized an amendment 

to the contract with Donohue due to the number of other 

investigations of the toll lane diversions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such legal services to the Borough as Special Legal 

Counsel are recognized as “professional services” as same shall be 

rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 

profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the 

performance of which services requires knowledge of an advance 

type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged formal course 

of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6) and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1); and

  

 

WHEREAS, the contract, as amended, was for an amount not to 

exceed $35,000 for document review and examination of the 

underlying issues in the investigations of the United States 



Attorney for the District of New Jersey, a joint committee of the 

New Jersey Assembly and New Jersey Senate, and internal 

investigations by the Governor’s Office and the Port Authority of 

NY and NJ; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in a proposal, dated May 1, 2014, Special Counsel 

requested that the Borough consider an additional increase in the 

contract amount as a result of the substantial amount of documents 

requiring review and investigation in order to remain up-to-date 

with the simultaneous investigations; and 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the volume of documents that must be reviewed 

during the conduct of the simultaneous investigations and the 

number of additional employees of the Borough who have information 

relevant to these investigations and may wish to consult with 

counsel have exceeded the work reasonable anticipated by Special 

Counsel in preparing the initial estimate for his services; and 
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WHEREAS, Special Counsel has requested that the Borough 

authorize an additional $25,000 above the initial authorization, 

as amended, on the same terms and billing rates previously 

approved; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, based upon the advice of the Borough 

Attorney, wishes to authorize an amendment to the contract for 

special counsel services by Donohue to increase the spending cap 

of $35,000 by the amount of $25,000, on the same terms and billing 

rates previously approved in connection with the various 

investigations of events of September 9-13, 2013, with regard to 

the Port Authority of NY and NJ’s toll lane diversions from the 

George Washington Bridge access points located in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, on the recommendation of the Borough 

Attorney, is desirous of amending the contract for professional 

legal services with Donohue in accordance with the procedures 

mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq.; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Donohue possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide such professional legal 

services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Donohue to provide 

professional legal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open 

process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit 

Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract with Donohue for 

professional legal services is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 



as follows: 

 

 1. That an amendment to the contract, appointing Donohue as 

Special Counsel to perform professional legal services in 

connection with those legal matters which may arise from, in 

connection with or in relation to, the events of September 9-13, 

2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and NJ’s toll lane 

diversions from the George Washington Bridge access points located 

in the Borough, is hereby authorized consistent with Donohue’s 

proposal, dated May 1, 2014. 

 

 2. That the Council President is hereby authorized to 

execute an amendment to contract with Donohue as Special Counsel, 

for an additional amount not to exceed amount of Twenty-Five 

Thousand ($25,000.00) Dollars. 
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 3. The contract, as amended, shall expressly state that 

said firm shall be obligated to provide notice to the Borough when 

its invoicing reaches 80% of the not to exceed amount if the firm 

believes additional funds will be necessary, and the Borough shall 

have no liability for payment of funds in excess of the not to 

exceed amount; and 

 

 4. That a notice of this contract amendment shall be 

published, and this resolution must be available for public 

inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq.. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 

remainder of the meeting. 

 

 

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT 

 

A-1 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 

 

 Mayor Sokolich appointed Alfred Restaino, Borough 

Administrator, as his representative to the Bergen County 

Community Development Regional Committee. 

 

 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 

 

A-2 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced and Councilman Cervieri seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has entered into a three 

year cooperative agreement with the County of Bergen as provided 

under the Interlocal Services Act NJSA 40A:8-1 et seq. and Title I  

of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal  

representative be appointed to the governing body of the community 

to be part of the Community Development Regional Committee for the 

term of one year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2014 

through June 30, 2015, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 



appoints Ed Mignone its representative to participate on the 

Community Development Regional Committee. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

A-3 – Bergen County Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement 

and Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee 

 

 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee has entered into a Cooperative Agreement 

with the County of Bergen as provided under the Interlocal 

Services Act NJSA 40A:8A-1 et seq. to participate in the Bergen 

County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation 

Trust Fund; and 
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 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal 

representative be appointed by the governing body of the community  

to be part of the Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement and 

Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee for the term of one 

year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2014 through June 30, 

2015, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body 

hereby appoints Ed Mignone, Assistant Borough Engineer, as its 

representative to participate on the Open Space Trust Municipal 

Program Regional Committee. 

 

     The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

A-4 – Parking Authority 

 

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 79-2 of the codified ordinances of 

the Borough of Fort Lee provides that the Borough Council shall 

designate and appoint a member of the Borough Parking Authority, 

pursuant to such ordinance and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in 

such cases made and provided and in particular, RS 40:11A-4 et 

seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment, deem it 

to be made in the best interest of the Borough that such 

appointment be made, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Lane Goldstein be and 

hereby is designated and appointed by the Borough Council as a  

member of the Parking Authority pursuant to Borough Ordinance 79-1 

et seq. of the codified ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee and 

pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and provided, 

the term of such appointment to be for a period expiring December 

31, 2018 in accordance with the foregoing ordinance and statutes. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – stated that the Fort Lee Board of Education 

made a presentation in front of the Fort Lee Planning Board last 

week for the addition of temporary classrooms at the site of Fort 

Lee Public School #2.  The Planning Board doesn’t have the power 



to approve or disapprove, but the Planning Board believes it was 

consistent with the Master Plan of the Borough.  The Planning 

Board recommended that the hours of the classes be staggered in 

such a way to minimize the traffic on Jones Road.  The classrooms 

will be temporary for special education students which currently 

the special education students are shipped out of town.  This will 

save a lot of money by not having the kids bussed out of the area.  

It also keeps the kids closer to home which is a good thing for 

the kids as well as the parents. 

 

 He stated that the Borough’s annual summer “Music and Movies 

Under the Stars” program commences on Saturday, July 5
th
 at the 

Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center. Music on July 5
th
 will be 

“The Great Fraud” and the movies will be the “The Wizard of Oz”. 

A listing of all the music and movies can be found under the Fort 

Lee Film Commission and Borough’s websites.  All shows begin at 

7:00 p.m.  
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Councilman Sohmer – congratulated George Porto on a job well done 

with regard to organizing the Borough’s Memorial Day Parade which 

was held on May 26
th
.  

 

 He praised Tom Meyers, Director of Cultural & Heritage 

Affairs, with regard to the job he did in putting together the 

Borough’s Annual Street Fair which was held on June 1
st
.  He 

offered is kudos to Tom and all the workers who contributed in 

making the street fair such a great success.  He thanked everyone 

for their patronage. 

 

 He said the Borough’s annual Farmer’s Market commences on 

Sunday, June 29
th
 at the plaza of the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center.  The market will run every Sunday through 

November 23
rd
 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

 He stated that the Cultural & Heritage Affairs annual 

“Shakespeare in the Park Program” which is run by the Hudson 

Shakespeare Company will commence on Tuesday, June 17
th
 in 

Monument Park, 1588 Palisade Avenue at 7:30 p.m. There is no cost 

to attend, but seating is limited.  

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – congratulated Messrs. Pohan and Sargenti on 

their primary election day victory.  It was gratifying that in a 

short campaign that the people agreed with how the current 

governing body is going forward with their vision. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – also congratulated her colleagues Messrs. 

Pohan and Sargenti on their victory.   

 

 She stated that the Borough’s Health and Wellness campaign 

ended about two weeks ago with the final weigh in.  She urged 

anyone who needs help with weight control to contact the Health 

Department as the Health and Wellness program will be done 

periodically. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – stated that earlier today he along with the 

Mayor and other governing body members were at the ribbon cutting 

for Cosmos, 1550 Lemoine Avenue.  It’s a high end boutique that 

rivals many boutique shops on 5th Avenue and Madison Avenue.  They 

have been in Fort Lee for close to twenty five years and this is 

their third location in the Borough.  It was a well-attended 

event.  He offered his best wishes to the Lee family and he’s 

hopeful their example will be followed by many more to come. 

 

 On behalf of the Mayor and Council he commended the Fort Lee 



Police Department for the job they did in keeping various 

intersections free of vehicles during another George Washington 

Bridge catastrophe as someone was fatally injured this morning on 

the bridge.   The traffic was backed up in town and on the 

highways for an accident that had occurred about 2:30 a.m. this 

morning. 

 

 He also congratulated Tom Meyers on the job he did for the 

Art and Music Festival.  He added that the line for the Callahan’s 

Food Truck was very long throughout the entire day.  They are very 

much welcomed back to Fort Lee and their addition in the Farmer’s 

Market should prove beneficial to the other vendors in the market. 

 

 He also congratulated his colleagues on the job that they do 

for all the citizens of the Borough.  He believes that Fort Lee 

continues to have a very open government.  
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Mayor Sokolich – also congratulated his colleagues. One of the 

reasons a lot of things get accomplished is because everyone works 

so well together even though he and his colleagues don’t agree on 

all issues.   

 

 He extended his deep appreciation to George Porto for how he 

organized and pulled off such a wonderful Memorial Day Parade.  It 

was an assignment that George took upon himself that took upwards 

to ten to twelve months. 

 

 He also praised Tom Meyers for the street fair and he added 

that he believes that this year’s event was the most successful 

street fair that the Borough has had. 

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and there 

being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 

objections at 8:50 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                                  Thursday, May 8, 2014 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT: Councilman Pohan 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 

PROCLAMATION/VIGIL 

 

PR-1 - South Korean Ferry Disaster (Sewol) 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough is going to conduct a 

brief vigil out of respect for the victims of the April 16th South 

Korean Ferry Disaster in which approximately 228 lives were lost 

and where is upwards to 75 people are still missing and 

unaccounted for.   He added that with the large Korean-American 

population in Fort Lee that this was the best way for the Borough 

to pay its proper respect to the victims of this tragedy.  He 

further added that there are various initiatives throughout the 

Borough to raise money to be sent back to South Korean to help out 

victim’s families. 



 

 Mayor Sokolich introduced Reverend Andrew Kim of the Bethany 

United Church in Fort Lee, who will be offering a prayer this 

evening. 

 

 He welcomed Reverend Kim and stated that he’s honored that he 

will be leading tonight’s prayer service. 

 

 Reverend Kim thanked everyone for taking the time tonight to 

remember the tragedy as well as taking the time to pray. He added 

that this tragedy is profoundly affecting his congregation as well 

as many other South Korean families who live throughout Bergen 

County.  
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 At this time Reverend Kim offered a prayer of the lost souls 

from the South Korean ferry disaster. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich asked Rabbi Meir Berger, of the New Synagogue 

of Fort Lee, to come up and say a few words.  

 

 Rabbi Berger also spoke to the tragedy and offered a short 

prayer.  He also donated $1,000 to Reverend Kim to be used to help 

the victim’s families. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich read the following proclamation: 

 

WHEREAS, while the South Korean ferry Sewol was en route from 

Incheon to Jeju on April 16, 2014, a tragic accident occurred on 

the country’s southwest coast, where many victims were students, 

and approximately 228 passengers were lost and another 74 people 

are missing and presumed lost; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Governing Body shares the grief of the 

lost souls and their families and the entire Korean-American 

community; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the ferry accident darkened a bright future for the 

Republic of South Korea with the loss of these bright young men 

and women; and,  

  

WHEREAS, as an act of solidarity and mourning, the Korean-

American community have hung orange-yellow ribbons with messages 

for the victims of the South Korean ferry Sewol tragedy throughout 

the Borough; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

join the Korean community in solidarity in their time of tragedy 

and grief,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, show our support and solidarity to the 

Korean community by hanging yellow ribbons on Borough Hall and in 

our Council Chamber this evening, as well as our Governing Body 

wearing a small yellow ribbon as a sign of their grief.  

 

 Mayor Sokolich presented the proclamation to Reverend Kim. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich thanked Reverend Kim and Rabbi Berger for 

their prayers tonight as well as everyone else who attended 

tonight’s vigil. 

 

 The Mayor requested a short recess at this time. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the motion to recess was approved unanimously at 8:16 



p.m.  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the meeting was reconvened at 8:23 p.m. 

 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough will be holding an 

incredible Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 26
th
 at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 He stated that when his administration started more than six 

years ago the Borough was forewarned that if it was looking for 

quiet, no change and a lack of progress then his group was not  
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the group of people they should support.  If people were looking 

for progress and to put Fort Lee back on the map as one of the 

most envied communities in Bergen County then the suggestion was 

that this was the group to vote for.  The Borough is in the midst 

of an incredible renaissance.  Redevelopment Area 5 is well 

underway.  The Borough is about to renovate all of Main Street 

through its force main/streetscape revitalization project.  The 

Borough’s parks continue to be refurbished.  Tax increases over 

the last few years have been consistently low.  Next year he 

anticipates tax stabilization or even a reduction in taxes. 

However, with progress comes inconvenience.  Starting 

approximately July 1
st
 Main Street will be undergoing a total 

metamorphosis.  New streetscaping, curbing and wider sidewalks 

with benching as well as new vegetation are all forthcoming.  The 

change will be dramatic and when it’s all done there will be an 

incredible Main Street which will complement Redevelopment Area 5.  

There have been months of planning to get to this point.  There 

will be road closures and additional traffic, but he’s asking for 

the people’s patience while all of this is going on.  The Borough 

will do is best to try inconvenience people as little as possible. 

 

 He stated that long-time resident and his friend George Porto 

had an idea to reinstitute the Fort Lee Memorial Day Parade. 

George has been planning the forthcoming parade for close to ten 

months.  He hasn’t done it alone, but George as the organizer has 

been the driving force behind the parade. 

 

 He asked George to come up and to give the Borough resident’s 

an idea of how the parade evolved as well as some of the details 

of the parade.  He thanked George for all of his efforts. 

 

 Mr. Porto stated that he had a lot of friends who were in 

Vietnam and a lot of them are still hurting.  It was not a popular 

war and a lot of the military was not recognized back during the 

war.  Along with the World War II and Korean War veterans he 

thought that the parade was the best way to honor all of the war 

veterans.  He stated that the Paul Sexton, Superintendent of the 

Fort Lee school system has been fantastic.  There are at least 

four bands performing with upwards to 300 people performing.  He 

believes it’s a community effort and a lot of people have been 

working real hard to make the parade happen. He explained some of 

the items that have been needed to make the parade the success 

that he believes it will be.  He also explained some details of 

the parade and the parade route which route begins at the Jack 

Alter Fort Lee Community Center and will culminate in Constitution 

Park off of Linwood Avenue.  He’s asking the residents to line the 

streets to show their support for this event.  He believes it’s 

the least the Borough residents can do by recognizing the 

sacrifices that the men and women of the United State military 

have made over the years. 

  

 



APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 3, 2014 

Executive Session were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 10, 2014 

Regular Meeting were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 1, 2014 

Executive Session were approved. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

  

Ordinance #2014-21 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 26, Schedule 

XIII, Bus Stop on a Municipal Road, Along Central Avenue, 

Westbound on the Northerly Side Thereof at Bigler Street (Far 

Side) 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2014-21 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 26, SCHEDULE XIII, BUS STOPS OF THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, CREATING A BUS STOP ON A 

MUNICIPAL ROADWAY,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June 12, 

2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-22 - Providing for New Inclusionary Zoning  

Requirements, Chapter 410, for Affordable Housing and Repealing  

Existing Set-Aside Ordinances and the Residential Development  

Fee Ordinance, Chapter 261, Section 46, Land Use Procedures  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-22 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE PROVIDING FOR NEW INCLUSIONARY ZONING 

REQUIREMENTS CHAPTER 410 FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING, AND REPEALING 

EXISTING SET-ASIDE ORDINANCES AND THE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE 

ORDINANCE CHAPTER 261, SECTION 46, LAND USE PROCEDURES,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June 12, 

2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-23 - Bond Ordinance for Main Street Force Main 

Project and Streetscape Revitalization Project – Appropriating 

$2,000,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of $1,900,000 Bonds or 

Notes 

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2014-23 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR THE MAIN STREET FORCE MAIN AND STREETSCAPE 

REVITALIZATION PROJECT IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE 

COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY APPROPRIATING $2,000,000 THEREFOR AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,900,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and 

passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 



the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

June 12, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

             

 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2014-17 - Establishing “Chapter 350, Smoking” – 

Prohibiting Smoking in Public Parks and Recreational Facilities 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-17 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 350, 

SMOKING PROHIBITING SMOKING IN PUBLIC PARKS AND RECREATIONAL 

FACILITIES IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 Cindy Meakem, 15 Grenwich Road, Hewitt, New Jersey, 

Coordinator for Tobacco Free for a Healthy New Jersey, thanked the 

Mayor and Council for taking the opportunity and going forward for 

final approval on tonight’s ordinance.  Fort Lee will be the 

twenty seventy (27
th
) of seventy (70) municipalities in Bergen 

County to pass a smokefree ordinance.  She believes this a very 

positive step for the entire community. 

  

 Karen Blumenfeld, Esq., Executive Director for Global 

Advisors on Smokefree Parks, reiterated what Cindy mentioned 

above.  She added that she’s so pleased that Fort Lee which she 

considers a very important city in Bergen County, as well as the 

entire State, is taking such an important step in making its parks 

a healthier place and a more environmentally friendly place in 

line with New Jersey Sustainable initiatives.  Hopefully, it will 

cut down on the Borough’s maintenance costs, but most importantly 

help kids not to smoke.  She has delivered the 100 smokefree signs 

from the New Jersey State Department of Health and if there is a 

ribbon-cutting event she would be honored to attend and would like 

to help in any possible way.  She thanked the entire Mayor and 

Council for their efforts. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich praised and thanked District 37 Assemblywoman 

Valerie Vainieri Huttle who has been at the forefront of this 

initiative. 

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

 

Ordinance #2014-19 - Establishing Chapter 198, Criminal Background  

Checks for Youth Coaches and Volunteers   

 

 Councilman Cervieri offered a motion, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti to amend the Ordinance as follows: 

 

Mr. Cohen deemed the following amendments to be minor in 

nature. 

 

 1.  Background check to be conducted by a private agency or 

an official from the Borough Police Department, whichever method 

is deemed as necessary and proper in the sole, good faith opinion, 

and discretion of the Borough Administrator 



 

 2.  Applications for background checks, including any and all 

background data, shall be processed by the Borough Administrator 

 

 3.  Removal of “fingerprint” language from the ordinance 

 

 4.  Adoption of “youth stipend” coaches where applicable 

 

 5.  Incorporation of standard adjudication language and catch 

all provision 

 

     6.  Under Section 6 – Identification Card, the following  
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sentence was taken out. “Individuals issued identification cards 

are required to display their card while in performance of their 

duty involving Youth Programs. 

 

 7.  Under Section 7 – Disqualification, the following words 

were taken out “or negative”. 

 

 Messrs. Sokolich and Sargenti concurred that this is a great 

step in keeping the kids who participate in the various sports 

programs safe.  This proves to the parents how much the Borough 

wants to protect their children.  The parents when dropping their 

kids off have to believe that their kids when dropped off are in 

the safest environment possible. 

 

 The motion to amend and approve all of the above changes for 

Ordinance #2014-19 was approved unanimously. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-19 “AN ORDINANCE ENACTING THE GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, CHAPER 198, 

CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS, BY ADDING A REQUIREMENT FOR BACKGROUND 

CHECKS FOR YOUTH COACHES AND VOLUNTEERS as amended.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance as amended was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-18 - Amending Chapter 293, Parks and Recreation 

Summer Camp Fees and Miscellaneous Ministerial Changes  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman   

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 293 PARKS AND 

RECREATION OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-20 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 57, Schedule 

XIII, Bus Stops, on Route 9W Northbound on Myrtle Avenue and  

Washington Avenue 

 



 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-20 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 57, 

SCHEDULE XIII, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE ENTITLED ‘BUS STOPS’ IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-14. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

Current                                  $5,140,365.25 

Capital                                          178,210.88      

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                      575.00 

Trip Admissions                                    1,008.75 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         59,348.39   

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             165.00 

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                                      n/a 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)             30,511.31 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   14,429.10  

Police Justice                                          n/a  

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                        $5,424,613.68 

 

 

CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Nick Nannas as a Part-Time Mail Clerk  

- $12.30 Hourly  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have authorized the hiring of 

a part-time Mail Clerk, who would handle the delivery of mail to 

the numerous Borough facilities,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 



the Borough of Fort Lee that Nicholas P. Nannas be hired as a 

part-time Mail Clerk, at an hourly rate of $12.30 working 20 hours 

a week with an effective date of May 12, 2014.  

 

 

CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Lori Tighe-Kodura as a Keyboard Clerk  

1, Formerly Known as Clerk Typist for the DPW and  

Communications/Radio Repair Division - $26,010 Annually  
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WHEREAS, due to a vacancy due to the passing of an employee 

at the Department of Public Works, as well as the transfer of an 

employee of our Communications/Radio Repair Division; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that both 

vacancies should be filled and have decided to split the duties of 

the two with filling the position with a new hire,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Lori Tighe-Kodora be appointed to a full 

time position of Keyboarding Clerk 1 with the Department of Public 

Works and the Communications/Radio Repair Division, with an 

effective date of May 12, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil 

Service Commission and shall be at an annual salary of $26,010.00, 

in compliance with the Salary Ordinance of the White Collar 

Contract.   

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of Brian Radoian as a Truck  

Driver/Equipment Operator Grade 10, Step A, for the DPW - $44,480 

Annually 

 

WHEREAS, a vacancy in the Department of Public Works has 

occurred due to the passing of an employee, the Mayor and Council 

have determined that the vacancy should be filled,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Brian Radoian be appointed to a full 

time position of Truck Driver, Grade 10, Step A, in the Department 

of Public Works, with an effective date of May 12, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil 

Service Commission and shall be at an annual salary of $44,480.00, 

in compliance with the Salary Ordinance of the Blue Collar 

Contract.   

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Transfer of Erik Jaikissoon from Building and  

Grounds to a Laborer, Grade 9, Step B, for the Communication/IT 

Departments - $47,593.00 Annually  

 

 WHEREAS, Eric Jaikissoon, a full-time employee since January 

21, 2013 with the Buildings and Grounds Department, has been 

working with Sam Ghali, Communications Technician on some projects 

under Administrator Restaino’s supervision; and  

 

WHEREAS, a transfer has been authorized for Eric Jaikissoon 

from Buildings and Grounds to the Communications/Information 

Technology Department,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Eric Jaikissoon, be appointed to 



Laborer, Grade 9, Step B, at a base salary of $47,593.00, in 

accordance with the Blue Collar Salary Ordinance, with an 

effective date of May 9, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil 

Service Commission.  
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CA-6 - Authorizing Approval of Bus Stop on Central Avenue,  

Westbound, on the Northerly Side at Bigler Street (Far Side) 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey. 

 

 That pursuant to N.J.S.A. 39-4-8(e) the following described 

location is designated as a bus stop: 

 

Municipal Road 

 

ADDED: 

 

1. Along Central Avenue, westbound, on the northerly side  

     thereof at: 

 

a. Bigler Street – (far side) 

 Beginning at the westerly curbline of Bigler Street and  

      extending 150’ westerly therefrom (at White Hall Towers) 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee will enforce the needed traffic regulations 

governing the aforementioned bus stop location and provide the 

necessary police security to ensure the safety of the traveling 

public. 

 

 

CA-7- Authorizing Submission of a Grant Application with the New  

Jersey Department of Transportation for the 2014 Transportation 

Alternative Program for the Borough of Fort Lee Main Street 

Beautification Project 

 

APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A GRANT 

AGREEMWNT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THW 

2014 TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM FOR THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE MAIN STREET BEAUTIFICATION  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee continues to develop 

projects that will improve access and maintenance on public roads 

and sidewalks; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee’s Engineering Department has 

provided plans specifically designed to address and improve 

traffic flow/safety issues and maintenance on our roads and 

sidewalks; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has designated Main Street 

Beautification Project for streetscape and safety improvements for 

Main Street from Lemoine Avenue to Center Avenue; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, Department of Public Works 

will assume all responsibility with regard to maintenance and 

upkeep of this project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, Department of Public Works 

will assign Edward Mignone, Borough’s Engineering to serve as the 



responsible charge for the project; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey formally approves the grant application for Main Street 

Beautification Project; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby 

authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as 

TA-2014-Main Street Beautification Project-00035 to the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby 

authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of 

Fort Lee and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the 

terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the 

execution of the grant agreement. 

 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing One-Year Contract Extension With Advanced Data  

Processing, Inc. (Intermedix) for Third-Party Ambulance Billing 

Services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps (June 1, 2014 

– May 31, 2015) 

 

      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

  OF FORT LEE AWARDING AN EXTENSION OF A CONTRACT WITH  

  ADVANCED DATA PROCESSING, INC. D/B/A INTERMEDIX FOR  

  THE PROVISION OF THIRD-PARTY AMBULANCE BILLING  

  SERVICES FOR THE FORT LEE MUNICIPAL AMBULANCE CORPS 

 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted 

resolution, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) awarded a contract after a public procurement to 

Advanced Data Processing, Inc. d/b/a Intermedix (“Intermedix”) for 

the provision of third-party billing services for the Fort Lee 

Municipal Ambulance Corps; and 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Intermedix has a term of one 

year, ending on June 1, 2014, with an option for two one-year 

renewals at the Borough’s sole discretion, and the Mayor and 

Council of the Borough are desirous of extending the contract for 

the provision of third-party ambulance billing services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the third-party 

ambulance billing services have been performed by Intermedix in an 

effective and efficient manner in accordance with the terms of the 

contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties have agreed that the terms of a one-

year extension of the contract shall be the same as the terms and 

conditions, including rates for the services, that were in effect 

during the initial year of the contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, the extension of the contract with Intermedix for 

the provision of third-party billing services for the Fort Lee 

Municipal Ambulance Corps under the same terms and conditions that 

governed the relationship between the parties during the initial 

year of the contract is in the best interests of the Borough and 

necessary for its efficient operations, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 

 

(1) That the contract for the performance by Advanced Data 

Processing, Inc. d/b/a Intermedix, 6451 N. Federal Highway, Suite 



1000, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33308 of third-party billing 

services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps is hereby 

extended for a period of one year upon the same terms and 

conditions, including pricing, as set forth in the initial 

contract with the Borough. 
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 (2) That the extension of the contract upon the same terms 

and conditions is advantageous to the Borough and in its best 

interests as the services provided by Intermedix have been 

effective and efficient.    

 

(3) That the Mayor is authorized to execute a one-year 

contract extension on behalf of the Borough based upon the same 

terms and conditions as the initial contract between the parties, 

subject to review by the Borough Attorney as acceptable in form 

and content.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 

available for public inspection.   

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Execution of a Shared Services Agreement with  

the Borough of Palisades Park for the Use of the Palisades Park 

Swim Club by Residents of the Borough of Fort Lee 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

     OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A SHARED 

   SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF PALISADES 

   PARK FOR THE USE OF THE PALISADES PARK SWIM CLUB 

   BY RESIDENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, 

established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Palisades Park (“Palisades Park”) is 

a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County 

of Bergen, established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et 

seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough and Palisades Park currently provide 

for a sharing of various municipal services through the Uniform 

Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., 

that results in efficiencies for the benefits of the taxpayers in 

each municipality; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Palisades Park operates and maintains a swimming 

pool complex on Roosevelt place in Palisades Park for the 

enjoyment of its residents; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Palisades Park has offered to make available to the 

residents of the Borough the opportunity to join and participate 

in the Palisades Park Swim Club (“Swim Club”) on the same terms 

and conditions that membership in the Swim Club is afforded to 

residents of Palisades Park, including the same rates for 

families, couples, individuals and senior citizens; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the entry into a Shared Services Agreement with 

Palisades Park for the use of the Swim Club by residents of the 

Borough will not result in any costs being incurred by the 

Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Shared Services Agreement has a term of two (2) 

years, effectively making the Swim Club available to the Borough’s 



residents during the swim seasons of 2014 and 2015, which begin on 

or about Memorial Day and end on or about Labor Day each year; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into the Shared 

Services Agreement, substantially similar to the agreement 

attached hereto, enabling residents of the Borough to obtain  
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membership in the Swim Club on the same terms and conditions that 

membership is offered to the residents of Palisades Park; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the entry into the Shared Services Agreement with 

Palisades Park complies with the Uniform Shared Services and 

Consolidation Act and is in the best interests of the Borough; 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That entry into the Shared Services Agreement with 

Palisades Park, upon terms substantially similar to the agreement 

attached hereto, is pursuant to and in accordance with the Uniform 
Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., 

and is hereby authorized. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement, in substantially the same form as that 

attached hereto, between the Borough and Palisades Park, 

memorializing the terms and conditions for the the use of the Swim 

Club by residents of the Borough. 

 

 3. That upon execution of the Shared Services Agreement, 

this resolution and the agreement between the parties shall be 

available for public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-10 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for Construction Inspection Services for 

the Lower Main Street Pump Station & Force Main Including the Main 

Street Streetscape Revitalization Project - Fee Not to Exceed 

$400,000.00 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed engineer to perform construction inspection 

services for the Main Street Revitalization Streetscape Project in 

the Borough, which will include the renovation of the Main Street 

corridor between Lemoine and Center Avenues; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted 

resolution, the Borough awarded a contract to Boswell McClave 

Engineering to prepare construction plans and specifications for 

the Main Street Revitalization Streetscape Project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said construction inspection services are 

recognized as “professional services” as same shall be rendered by 

persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, 

whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 

services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of 

learning acquired by a prolonged formal course of specialized 

instruction and study, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-2(6); and  

 



WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 
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 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 

professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated April 22, 2014, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to perform professional engineering 

services related to provision of construction inspection services 

for the Main Street Revitalization Streetscape Project; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 

to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering services related to the performance of 

construction inspection services for the Main Street 

Revitalization Streetscape Project is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional engineering services related to the provision of 

construction inspections for the Main Street Revitalization 

Streetscape Project in the Borough, in accordance with its 

proposal, dated April 22, 2014, attached hereto and made a part 

hereof, in an amount not to exceed $400,000.00. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in 

accordance with law, and this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 



 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this purpose through bond ordinance 

#2014-23. 
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 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-11 - Approving Review and Approval by the Council on Affordable  

Housing of a Revised Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund 

Spending Plan 

 

    RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  

    FORT LEE REQUESTING REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE COUNCIL  

    ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING OF A REVISED MUNICIPAL AFFORDABLE  

           HOUSING TRUST FUND SPENDING PLAN 
 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Borough of Fort Lee, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey (“Borough”), Re-Petitioned the Council 

On Affordable Housing (“COAH”) for substantive certification of 

its Housing Element and Fair Share Plan as on December 18, 2010 

and submitted an updated Housing Element and Fair Share Plan to 

COAH on February 2, 2010; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough received approval from COAH of its 

development fee ordinance on March 19, 2010, which the Borough 

adopted on July 22, 2010, as amended by COAH approval granted on 

December 18, 2013;  and 

 

 WHEREAS, the development fee ordinance establishes an 

affordable housing trust fund that includes development fees, 

payments from developers in lieu of constructing affordable units 

on-site, barrier free escrow funds, rental income, repayments from 

affordable housing program loans, recapture funds, proceeds from 

the sale of affordable units, and/or affordable housing funding 

obtained through any other means; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.1(d) requires a municipality with an 

affordable housing trust fund to receive approval of a spending 

plan from COAH prior to spending any of the funds in its housing 

trust fund; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough received approval from COAH of its 

spending plan on December 15, 2010; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough now seeks COAH approval of an amendment 

to it spending plan to allocate a portion of its affordable 

housing trust fund to the Fort Lee Housing Authority for 

rehabilitation of existing affordable housing and the creation of 

new special needs housing, as set forth in a Revised Spending Plan 

dated October 2012, annexed hereto as Exhibit “A;” and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.10 requires a spending plan to 

include the following: 

 

1. A projection of revenues anticipated from imposing fees 

on development, based on pending, approved and 

anticipated developments and historic development 

activity; 

 

2. A projection of revenues anticipated from other sources, 

including payments in lieu of constructing affordable 

units on sites zoned for affordable housing, funds from 

the sale of units with extinguished controls, proceeds 

from the sale of affordable units, rental income, 

repayments from affordable housing program loans, and 

interest earned;  



 

3. A description of the administrative mechanism that the 

municipality will use to collect and distribute 

revenues; 
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4. A description of the anticipated use of all affordable 

housing trust funds pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.7, 8.8, 

and 8.9; 

 

5. A schedule for the expenditure of all affordable housing 

trust funds; 

 

6. If applicable, a schedule for the creation or 

rehabilitation of housing units; 

 

7. A pro-forma statement of the anticipated costs and 

revenues associated with the development if the 

municipality envisions supporting or sponsoring public 

sector or non-profit construction of housing; and 

 

8. A plan to spend the trust fund balance as of July 17, 

2008 within four years of the Council’s approval of the 

spending plan, or in accordance with an implementation 

schedule approved by the Council; 

 

9. A plan to spend and/or contractually commit all 

development fees and any payments in lieu of 

construction within three years of the end of the 

calendar year in which funds are collected, but no later 

than the end of third round substantive certification 

period; 

 

10. The manner through which the municipality will address 
any expected or unexpected shortfall if the anticipated 

revenues from development fees are not sufficient to 

implement the plan; and 

 

11. A description of the anticipated use of excess 

affordable housing trust funds, in the event more funds 

than anticipated are collected, or projected funds 

exceed the amount necessary for satisfying the municipal 

affordable housing obligation. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has prepared a Revised Spending Plan 

consistent with N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.10 and P.L. 2008, c.46., 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County o Bergen, requests that COAH review 

and approve the Borough of Fort Lee’s Revised Spending Plan in the 

form annexed hereto as Exhibit “A.”. (Available in the Office of 

the Borough Clerk) 

 

 

CA-12 - Authorizing Place-to-Place Liquor License Transfer for 

Jabadou Inc., t/a Club Soho at 2027 Lemoine Avenue (Expansion of 

Premises) 

 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Jabadou Inc., t/a 

Club Soho for a place-to-place transfer (Expansion of Premises) of 

Plenary Retail Consumption license number 0219-33-006-011, located 

at 2027 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the applicant has 

complied with N.J.S.A. Title 33, and the license has been properly 

renewed for the current license term; and 

 



 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building 

Sub-Code Official and Fire Prevention Bureau Sub-Code Official for 

transfer, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, does hereby approve, effective May 5, 

2014, the place to place transfer (Expansion of Premises) of the 

aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption license, to include the 

outside premises located at 2027 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 

CA-13 - Approving Revised Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual  

 

A RESOLUTION REGARDING ADOPTION OF THE REVISED PERSONNEL 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE 

 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Borough of Fort Lee to treat 

current and prospective employees in a manner consistent with all 

state and federal laws and regulations including but not limited 

to Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended by the 

Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, the Age Discrimination in 

Employment Act, the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Fair Labor 

Standards Act, The Family and Medical Leave Act, the Conscientious 

Employee Protection Act, (the New Jersey General’s guidelines with 

respect to Police Department personnel), the New Jersey 

Compensation Act, the Federal consolidated Omnibus Budget 

Reconciliation Act (COBRA) and the Open Public Meetings Act;  and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that there is a need for 

personnel policies and procedures manual (“Manual”) to ensure that 

current and prospective employees are treated in a manner 

consistent with all state and federal laws and regulations and 

has, in the past, promulgated such a Manual; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary from time to time to revise the 

Manual for the purpose of improving operations or conforming to 

new regulations and/or procedures; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and the Borough Labor 

Attorney have recently revised the Manual for the purpose 

described herein, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee, 

hereby adopts as its policy the revised Personnel Policies and 

Procedures Manual prepared by the Borough Administrator and Labor 

Attorney, and available for review in the office of the Borough 

Clerk, as set forth in the personnel policies and procedures of 

the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 

 

CA-14 - Approving Supplementary Agreement with Certain Current 

Full Time Employees of the Fire Prevention Bureau 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND ESTABLISHING A SUPPLEMENTARY AMENDMENT TO THE (WHITE 

COLLAR) COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATIONS AGREEMENT (“CNA”) BETWEEN THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE (“Borough”) AND USW, IUJAT, LOCAL 1N (“Local 

1N”) REGARDING CERTAIN CURRENT FULL TIME EMPLOYEES OF THE FIRE 

PREVENTION BUREAU  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, 

established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 



 WHEREAS; there exists a dispute concerning the appropriate 

calculation of pay for certain full time employees of the Fort Lee  
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Fire Prevention Bureau listed below. 

  

 Steve Curry, Joseph Cariddi, Mary Boujotas, Leah Wasserman, 

John Pascale, Joseph Piemonte, John Siccardi; and 

  

 WHEREAS; Local 1N is in the Recognized Majority 

Representative of said employees listed above; and 

 

 WHEREAS; the Borough and Local 1N have met and negotiated a 

voluntary resolution and settlement of said dispute, the terms and 

conditions of which settlement are set forth below; and 

 

 WHEREAS; the Borough and Local 1N further agree that said 

settlement shall be executed by each of them and become a 

Supplementary Amendment to the existing White Collar Unit CNA 

between the Borough and Local 1N; 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 1) The terms and conditions of this Supplementary Amendment 

apply to and benefit only the aforementioned named Fire Prevention 

Bureau employees employed as of May 8, 2014 and who are also active 

members of the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department (“FLVFD”), and who 

respond to active fire alarms while on Borough paid working time. 

The duties of all future full time and additionally, part time, 

Inspector or Specialist and analogous titles, who are or shall 

hereafter, come to be employed with the Fire Prevention Bureau shall 

specifically include response to active fire alarms.  Said Fire 

Prevention Bureau employees shall be paid in accordance with a 

salary guide to be negotiated, but not inclusive of the base pay 

benefit provided in this Resolution and Supplementary Amendment; 

 

 2) The aforenamed full time employees, who are also FLVFD 

Members and who respond to active fire alarms/calls, while on 

Borough paid working time, shall have their base pay increased, one 

time only, in the amount of $5,200, retroactive to January 1, 2014.  

Thereafter, that increased base pay shall be their base pay going 

forward; 

 

 3) The aforenamed current full time employees and future 

full time employees of the Fire Prevention Bureau shall no longer 

receive FLVFD Stipend Credits for responding to active fire alarms 

while on Borough paid working time.  All other stipend criteria in 

accordance with the Fort Lee Fire Department rules and regulation 

will apply. 

 

 4) In the event that any current aforenamed employee of the 

Fire Prevention Bureau shall, for any reason, cease to be an active 

responding member of the FLVFD or shall, for any reason, cease to 

respond to active fire alarms while on Borough paid working time, 

for the pay period or any part thereof during which they are not 

FLVFD members, and/or do not respond to active alarms while on 

Borough paid working time, their base pay shall be reduced, pro-

rata, in proportion to the base pay increase set forth herein and 

any increment thereto, hereafter accruing; and 

  

 5) That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute, on behalf of the Borough, a copy of this Resolution and 

Supplementary Settlement Amendment; and  

 

 6) That upon execution of the Supplementary Amendment, this 

Resolution and the Supplementary Amendment between the parties shall 

be available for public inspection in the Office of the Borough 

Clerk; and 
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 G) That no further action of the Borough shall be required 

to effectuate the purposes hereof. 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-14) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 – Amending Capital Budget  

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2014 was 

adopted on the 10th day of April, 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 

section, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 

amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2014 

Budget be made: 

 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2014) 

    
         Capital            To Be 

                   Estimated      Improvement       Debt          Funded In 

Project            Total Cost       Fund          Authorized     Future Years 

  

 

Total All Projects    6,600,000     67,858        1,532,142        5,000,000       

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 

                       Funding Amounts Per Year       

 
Project        Estimated Total   Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 

                    Cost                Year    Year      Year       Year    Year      Year 

                                        2014    2015      2016       2017    2018      2019 

 

Total All Projects   6,600,000        1,600,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  

       Estimated     Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project           Total Cost    Improvement       General 

                                     Fund             

Total All Projects     6,600,000     317,858         6,282,142 

 

 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2014) 
 

      Capital         To Be 

       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Debt          Funded In 

Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Authorized     Future Years 

 

Main Street    2014-1     2,000,000    100,000     1,900,000 

Force Main and 

Streetscape Revitalization Project 

 

Total All Projects        8,600,000    167,858     3,432,142       5,000,000 

          

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 
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                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project        Project    Estimated           Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 

                 #       Total Cost           Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 

                                              2014     2015    2016   2017   2018   2019 

 

 

Main Street     2014-1    2,000,000         2,000,000 

Force Main and 

Streetscape Revitalization Project 

             

                                                             

Total All Projects        8,600,000         3,600,000  1,000,000 Each Year for 2014-2019 

 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 

  Estimated Total Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project        Cost          Improvement       General  

                               Fund            

2014-1       2,000,000       100,000        1,900,000 

 

Total All    8,600,000       417,858        8,182,142 

Projects 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 

resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 

Local Government Services. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 

A-1 - Historic Preservation Commission 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Laurence Goldberg to serve as a 

Class I member of the Historic Preservation Commission for an 

initial term expiring December 31, 2017. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Kay Nest, Bert Rosenbluth, Donna 

Brennan and Tom Meyers to serve as a Class 2 members of the 

Historic Preservation Commission for initial terms expiring 

December 31, 2014, December 31, 2015, December 31, 2016 and 

December 31, 2017 respectively. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Alden Etra to serve as a non-voting 

Fort Lee High School member of the Historic Preservation 

Commission for an initial term expiring June 30, 2015. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Kevin Ceragno and Robert Donohue to 

serve as alternate members of the Historic Preservation Commission  

for initial terms expiring December 31, 2014 and December 31, 2015 

respectively. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Sohmer – noted the passing of longtime volunteer 

firefighter Thomas Heck who was a member of both Fire Companies #2 

and #4.  He was a great individual and taught a lot of the younger 

firefighters.  He will be sorely missed.  He offered his 

condolences to the Heck family. 

 

 He stated that the Borough’s annual street fair will be held 

on Sunday, June 1
st
 on Main Street between Lemoine Avenue and 

Center Avenue.  There will be a lot of vendors and plenty of live 

music featured on two separate stages. 

 

 He offered a speedy recovery to former Fire Chief Jeff 

Silver. 

  

 He also wished Kay Nest a speedy recovery from her broken hip 

that she recently injured in a fall. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – also offered Kay Nest a speedy recovery. 

 

 He also offered a speedy recovery to Gloria Gallo’s mother-

in-law, who also broke her hip today. 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – stated that the new building department and 

fire prevention offices were officially opened tonight.   He 

praised Mr. Restaino as well as many other people who made it 

happen.  The new offices are located at 1365 Inwood Terrace next 

to the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center. 

   

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that within the Borough’s street 

fair on June 1
st
 she will be having her green fair display.  There 

will be one block of green vendors. 

 

 She added that she was very pleased that the smokefree parks 

ordinance was approved tonight. 

 

 She stated that the Borough’s new community garden which is 

located next to the dog park at the bottom of Stillwell Avenue 

will start going up next week.  This is another initiative in 

making Fort Lee more environmentally friendly. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri - congratulated all who were involved in 

opening up the new building department and fire prevention 

offices.  It will be more accessible to the public with plenty of 

parking.  This opens up more public parking at 309 Main Street. 

He also praised Mr. Restaino for his vision and carrying out the 

vision in such a quick and seamless manner. 

 

 He also wished a speedy recovery to Ms. Gallo as well as Kay 

Nest. 

 

 He announced that the Senior Citizen Dinner Dance will be 

held this Sunday, May 18
th
 from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the 

Richard Nest Adult Activity Center at 319 Main Street.  There will 

be live music by Peter Leiberman.  The cost is $15.00 for Fort Lee 

residents and $18.00 for all others.  For further information call 

Etta at 201-592-3500 ext. 1300. 
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Mayor Sokolich – also offered his best wished to Kay Nest who he 

saw recently and whose spirits are very good. 

 

 He offered his condolences to the family of Aldo Zuppichinni  

who unexpectedly passed away.  He was along time Fort Lee resident 

who was very involved in the community throughout the years. 

 

 

Mr. Grant – stated that the June 3rd Primary Election voting hours 

are from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The last day to register to vote 

for the election is Tuesday, May 13
th
.  The Borough Clerk’s Office 

will be open on Tuesday, May 13
th
 until 9:00 p.m.  For further 

information call 201-592-3500 ext 1505.  

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

 

Speaker     Subject     Response 

 

Rabbi Berger          .New Synagogue Holocaust    Mayor Sokolich 

                        Museum – Education 

                        Opportunity 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, and there 

being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 

objections at 9:00 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                            Thursday, April 10, 2014 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

    Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 

        Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that there is a nice crowd tonight and 

that he would like to see more people attend the Mayor and Council 

meetings on a regular basis. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough is currently in the 

midst of a renaissance.  Redevelopment Area 5 is in full swing.  

The first residential building on the east side should be occupied 

sometime in the late fall.  The west side has utilities being 

placed in the ground as the IPIC theaters are currently being 

built.   In about a month the Borough will begin the process of a 

complete overhaul on Main Street.  The inconveniences are of a 

temporary nature, but the improvements are permanent.  Ultimately 

the municipal parking lot will be decked with a state-of-the-art 

facility.  It’s nice that all of these things planned over the 

years are actually coming to fruition.  He thanked his colleagues 

for their coordinated and unified effort in seeing these 

improvements through. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the 2014 Municipal Budget is 

expected to be adopted later this evening.  He thanked the 

administration and department heads for working very hard on 

keeping the budget down.  Once again there was a substantial 

increase from the Bergen County Utilities Authority.  There were a 

dozen or so snowstorms when in a normal year you may budget for 

four or five.  Not withstanding those two events the budget 

increase is 1.27% which on the average assessed home of 

$467,000.00 the increase per homeowner is $48.00 annually. He’s 

pleased with the numbers, but looks to do even better next year. 
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The Borough’s rate increase of approximately 1% over the last few 

years compares very favorable to many other municipalities and in 

particular in eastern Bergen County. 

 

 He asked the governing body to display their Pittsburgh 

Steeler hats which are being worn in appreciation for a grant 

received from the Ben Roethlisberger Foundation.  Mr. 

Roethlisberger is the quarterback for the Pittsburgh Steelers. In 

appreciation for selecting the Borough as a recipient of the grant 

which grant was being used for acquiring and training a police 

dog.  He introduced the new police canine (K9) Ajax.  At this time 

he asked Keith Bendul, Police Chief, to come forward to say a few 

words. 

 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION 

 

PR-1 – Graduation of Police Canine (K9) Ajax 

 

 Keith Bendul, Police Chief, gave the following speech. 

 

 “I wish to thank the Mayor and Council for allowing us time 

this evening for a special presentation, our newest K9 Team. 

 

 Fort Lee is fortunate to have a Mayor and Council that are 

committed to public safety. On behalf of the department members, I 

thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

 I would also like to thank my Command Staff: Deputy Chief Tim 

Ford, and Captain Stanley Zon and Captain Robert Zevits. We are 

committed to continually moving to department forward to increase 

our effectiveness.” 

 

 He asked Police Officer John Reuter to please step forward 

with his partner, K9 Ajax. 

 

 “The Fort Lee Police Department K9 Unit has a rich history 

since starting in 1990. Our K9 Unit’s responsibilities have ranged 

from criminal apprehension to searching for suspects or lost 

persons to community based programs with residents and school 

children.  

 

 A plaque in the lobby of headquarters lists the names of the 

previous six K9 handlers and their K9 partners.  We currently have 

one Patrol/Narcotic K9 team in service.  

 

 Tonight we will be starting a new tradition in the 

department, publically presenting a K9 team with their badge. In 

addition our K9 cars will now carry the K9’s badge number. Each 

time the K9 car is called it will be respectful of the K9 teams 

that previous served our community. 

 

 The department was able to apply for and receive a $6,500.00 

grant to purchase our newest K9 from the Ben Roethlisberger 

Foundation. Ben Roethlisberger is the quarterback for the 

Pittsburg Steelers. We would like to thank Ben and his foundation 

for their commitment to assisting law enforcement with grant 

funds.  

 

 In addition, the vehicle and equipment for the new K9 team 

was purchased using grant or confiscated drug funds instead of tax 

payer money.  
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 Deputy Chief Ford led the selection process which was open to 

all police officers and detectives. Each officer had to submit a 

written request and resume as their application to be considered 

for this position. The officer’s work record and performance were 

considered, as well as the recommendation of their immediate 

supervisor. There was also an interview component during the 

process.  

 

 As a result of this process Officer Reuter was selected. 

Officer Reuter is a six-year veteran of the department and 

graduated from Ramapo University with his Bachelor’s Degree.  

 

 He is a member of our Emergency Services Unit. Officer Reuter 

has been involved in over 400 criminal arrests. He has received 

two commendations from the Merit Board: a Life Saving Award and a 

Unit Citation for Valor.  

 

 He has also received numerous letters of gratitude from 

residents and other police departments. Officer Reuter has 

received specialized training in patrol narcotics detection and 

gang awareness. 

 

 The selection process then shifted to selecting the dog. 

Numerous dogs were evaluated by our K9 handler Police Officer 

Ricky Hernandez and Bergen County Sheriff’s Department K9 

Instructor Sgt. Timothy Scannell. Ajax was selected by us as the 

best.  

 

 Sheriff Saudino’s Department also assisted us by allowing our 

dog to be kenneled at their facility until the beginning of the 

training.  

 

 K9 Ajax was named after “Ajax the Great” from Greek mythology 

who was known for his great personal strength and leadership.   

 

 Officer Reuter and K9 Ajax will be graduating from the 11-

week Scent Work (Narcotics) K9 Academy tomorrow at a ceremony in 

Hackensack. Officer Reuter is the President of the Academy Class. 

The K9 Academy is conducted by the Bergen County Sheriff’s 

Department in compliance with the New Jersey Attorney General’s K9 

Guideline. Officer Reuter and K9 Ajax will complete the 16-week 

Patrol K9 Academy in the fall.     

 

 We are confident in Officer Reuter and his partner’s 

abilities. Deputy Chief Ford and I had the opportunity to observe 

Officer Reuter and K9 Ajax during their final evaluation earlier 

this week.  

 

 It was with pride that as Chief of Police, I am able to 

present Officer Reuter with his partner’s police officer badge, 

K9-7. You will notice that K9 Ajax’s badge is the same silver 

color as all the other Fort Lee Police Officer’s badges. 

 

 John congratulations on completing the K9 Academy.”  

 

 He presented the badge to Officer Reuter which was clipped 

onto K9 Ajax’s collar.  

 

 He officially introduced Officer Reuter and K9 Ajax. 

 

 Officer Reuter with Ajax at his side shook hands with the 

Mayor and Council. 

 

 Chief Bendul thanked everyone for attending tonight to share 

in this special moment.  He recognized retired Deputy Chief Jack  
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Reuter and Jeanne Reuter who travelled up to New Jersey to see 

their son tonight and at tomorrow’s official graduation ceremony. 

 

 “In closing, Fort Lee Police Department will serve each and 

every day to the best of our ability with passion and total 

commitment to improve safety and the quality of life for our 

community. 

 

 Thank you and have a safe night.” 

  

 The Mayor requested a short break recess at this time. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the motion to recess was approved unanimously at 8:13 p.m.  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the meeting was reconvened at 8:17 p.m. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich once again thanked the Ben Roethlisberger 

Foundation for the donation which donation made Ajax available to 

the Borough of Fort Lee without the expenditure of taxpayer 

dollars. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 6, 2014 

Executive Session were approved with Councilman Goldberg 

abstaining. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 10, 2014 

Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Goldberg abstaining. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 20, 2014 

Executive Session were approved. 

 

    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2014-17 - Establishing “Chapter 350, Smoking” – 

Prohibiting Smoking in Public Parks and Recreational Facilities 

 

 Mayor Sokolich gave a brief description of the steps the 

Borough took to get to this point. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2014-17 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 350, SMOKING PROHIBITING SMOKING IN PUBLIC 

PARKS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 8, 2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-18 - Amending Chapter 293, Parks and Recreation 

Summer Camp Fees and Miscellaneous Ministerial Changes  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2014-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE  
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AMENDING CHAPTER 293 PARKS AND RECREATION OF THE REVISED GENERAL 



ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed 

on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 8, 2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-19 - Establishing Chapter 198, Criminal Background 

Checks for Youth Coaches and Volunteers   

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2014-19 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

ENACTING THE GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, BERGEN 

COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, CHAPER 198, CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS, BY 

ADDING A REQUIREMENT FOR BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR YOUTH COACHES AND 

VOLUNTEERS” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 8, 2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-20 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 57, Schedule 

XIII, Bus Stops on Route 9W Northbound on Myrtle Avenue and 

Washington Avenue 

 

 Mr. Grant explained that late today he received a request 

from New Jersey transit to change certain descriptions with regard 

to bus stops on Route 9W northbound at Myrtle Avenue and 

Washington Avenue.  

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that this is consistent with what was 

represented to the public at the April 3
rd
 executive session and 

that the ordinance is being introduced by title tonight in order 

to have the public hearing on May 8
th
 which will save a month of 

time.    

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Cervieri, and carried, Ord. #2014-20 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 57, SCHEDULE XIII, OF THE REVISED 

GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE ENTITLED ‘BUS STOPS’ 

IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 

reading by title only. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 8, 2014. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2014-11 - Amending Chapter 356A – The Fort Lee Special 

Improvement District Within the Borough of Fort Lee and 

Designating a District Management Corporation 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-11 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 356A THE FORT 

LEE SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

AND DESIGNATING A DISTRICT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION.” 

 

 Gary Schwartz, 2175 Hudson Terrace, asked if this is being 

financed with a 5% tax. 
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 Mayor Sokolich replied only the people who have commercial 

properties within the district are being taxed and the Borough is 



partially financing it. 

 

 Pamela Desind, 3001 Edwin Avenue, asked for an explanation of 

the District Management Corporation and asked who are the group 

and community members involved. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Special Improvement District 

(SID) is an area that was designated after close to eighteen 

months.  The SID members are non-elected officials and a certain 

percentage of the Board members own property or have businesses 

within the boundaries of the SID.  The individuals are in charge 

of fulfilling the purpose of the SID which includes improving the 

aesthetics of the buildings within the boundaries of the SID as 

well as to promote and markets those businesses.  Studies have 

found when properly implemented that an SID can enhance the 

ability, income and economic impact that existing businesses can 

achieve.  The SID will also play a role with regard to the 

rehabilitation of Main Street.  The SID will incorporate marketing 

strategies and establish a web page.  Every penny generated by the 

SID goes back into the SID.  The statutory parameters are very 

tight and must be complied with in all respects.  Bylaws must be 

adopted, resolutions are adopted and minutes of the SID meetings 

must be kept.  

 

 Mr. Cervieri stated that the SID members are not compensated. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich added that the SID was created because what he 

and the governing believed that the rehabilitation of Main Street 

and bringing life back to Main Street was absolutely necessary for 

everyone in the community.  

 

 Edith Sauter, 530 Main Street, asked what date was the 

assessment created. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich replied that it was based on with a starting 

date of an April, May or June period.  The Mayor added that 

certain businesses have been booming in Fort Lee and they may ask 

themselves why they should participate in this initiative.  His 

answer to them is that their business will improve and that the 

businesses owe it to the community to reinvest in the community 

where they made their money and where their businesses have 

thrived.   For the businesses not doing as well he believes that 

this initiative will hopefully improve their businesses.  With the 

buildup of Redevelopment Area 5 there is a fear that Main Street 

could have been a ghost town so in direct response to that concern 

the SID was implemented.  The Borough has incorporated 

Redevelopment Area 5 within the SID. 

 

 Ms. Sauter stated that she keeps her property spotless and 

she expressed concern that this additional tax is being used to 

take care of properties that aren’t up to her standard that she 

maintains for her property. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich replied that he understands her concerns but 

in order to create the SID certain territorial boundaries had to 

be created. As the Borough cannot spot zone it had to create a 

logical defined area which in this case was Main Street and 

various off-shoots of Main Street.  He appreciates the fact that 

her property is well maintained and he does have concern about 

certain properties as he drives up and down Main Street at various 

times.  Originally this was discussed six years ago when he became 

Mayor and because the recession hit the idea of a SID at that time 

was put on the back burner.  He’s hopeful that with taxes being 

stabilized over the last six years that this idea now is in a much  
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better position to work then it would have been six years ago. 

 

 Ms. Sauter asked if certain properties within the SID can be 



exempted even if she or other properties are kept perfect. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich responded with a “no”. 

 

 Mr. Cervieri stated that this is an investment in the 

business community by the property owners who are going to have a 

direct benefit.  The sidewalks are going to be redone and widened 

which will encourage more pedestrian traffic.  Lighting is going 

to be redone. 

 

 Ms. Sauter stated with regard to her property the things that 

Mr. Cervieri mentioned that are going to be done within the SID  

that she has already done for her property.  

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that Ms. Sauter’s sidewalk may be wide 

enough but there are so many other properties where the sidewalks 

have to be widened to encourage more pedestrian traffic that Mr. 

Cervieri mentioned. The effect of the wider sidewalks, new pavers, 

new vegetation and brighter lights will create such things as more 

outside dining space and these are all things that will improve 

the Main Street businesses. 

 

 On questioning from Ms. Sauter, Mayor Sokolich stated that 

the SID could be terminated at some point in time if the Borough 

chose not to fund it through the tax assessments, but the SID 

needs some time before that decision is even thought about. 

  

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-12 – Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69, 

Schedule XXIII – Elimination of Certain Handicapped Parking Spaces 

at 1593 Palisade Avenue, 240 & 263 Warren Avenue and William 

Street  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-12 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 

388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 

ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
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Ordinance #2014-13 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 

No Parking Along the West Curb Line of 13th and Extending to its 

Terminus at 15th Street 

 



 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-13 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE, ENTITLED NO PARKING.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-14 - Approving Amended Redevelopment Plan for  

Redevelopment Area 6, Block 5452, Lots 3.01 through 3.06 and 4 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-14 entitled, “AN ORIDNANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AMENDING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR 

REDEVELOPMENT AREA 6 PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri  

 

 

Ordinance #2014-15 - Repealing and Replacing Chapter 64 Historic 

Site, Structure, Cultural & Landmark Committee and Replacing it 

with the Historic Preservation Commission 

  

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-15 entitled, ““AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 

64 HISTORIC SITE, STRUCTURE, CULTURAL AND LANDMARK COMMITTEE, OF 

THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

  

 

Ordinance #2014-16 - Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget  

Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A.40A:4-

45.14) 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-16 entitled, “CALENDAR YEAR 2014 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE  
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MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPIRATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

(N.J.S.A 40A:4-45.14).” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 



Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET 2014 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Pohan, the public hearing was opened relative to the 2014 

Municipal Budget. 

 

 Mr. Wielkotz stated that the 2014 municipal budget was 

introduced four weeks ago.  The 2014 municipal budget increase on 

the spending side is .79%.  The tax levy increase is 1.27% which 

is a little over 1 tax point.  As the Mayor indicated earlier the 

increase to taxpayers is $48.36 per year on the average assessment 

of a borough property assessed at $467,000.  The ordinance just 

adopted for the appropriations CAP make this budget close to 

$3,100,000 less on the spending level. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough could have spent 

$3,100,000 statutorily on this budget without seeking any State 

approvals. 

 

 Mr. Wielkotz confirmed the Mayor’s statement and he added 

that it allows the Borough to bank the $3,100,000 for the next two 

years in case it’s needed.  The budget is $833,000 under the tax 

levy cap which is under the 2% limit set by the State.  This gives 

the Borough financial flexibility. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that certain substantial costs from 

2013 have been lowered in this budget.  One was the reduction in 

health benefits. He asked Mr. Wielkotz to speak about the $375,000 

reduction in the Borough’s debt service.  

 

 Mr. Wielkotz stated that over the last number of years the 

Mayor and Council have been very pro-active in refinancing 

outstanding debt from previous years at higher interest rates to 

more favorable lower interest rates. Because of the refinancing 

the Borough’s debt service is $375,000 lower then in last year’s 

budget, yet the Borough is aggressively paying down its debt 

principal which has been a practice of this Mayor and Council for 

the last six to seven years. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich surmised that the Borough’s refinancing is 

very similar how a homeowner refinances in order to save money 

when interest rates are lower. 

 

 Mr. Wielkotz stated that over the last five years, The 

Borough has undertaken two to three refinancings that has saved 

the taxpayers a $1,000,000 in interest.  This budget includes over 

$5,000,000 in principal pay downs on its outstanding debt. 
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 No one from the public chose to speak during this point in 

the meeting. 

 

 There being no further discussion, on motion by Councilman 

Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, the public hearing was 

closed relative to the 2014 Municipal Budget. 



 

 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET ADOPTION FOR THE YEAR 2014 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee of the County of Bergen that the budget herein before set 

forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for 

the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as 

appropriations, and authorization of the amount of $58,148,849.76 

for municipal purposes, and 

 

(a) $58,917,510.00 (Item 2 below) for municipal purposes, and 

 

(b)          $0.00 (Item 3 below) for school purposes in Type I  

School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18A:9-2) to be raised by taxation, 

and 

 

{c}                (Item 4 below) to be added to the certificate 

of amount to be raised by taxation for local school purposes in 

Type II School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18:9-3) and the 

certification to the County Board of Taxation of the following 

summary of general revenues and appropriations. 

 

(d) 2,136,405.00 Minimum Library Tax 

 

SUMMARY OF REVENUES 

 
1. General Revenues 

    Surplus Anticipated                       08-100           $2,950,000.00 

    Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated        13-099           $6,708,539.00 

    Receipts from Delinquent Taxes            15-499           $1,300,000.00 

 
 

2. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 

    MUNICIPAL PURPOSES (Item 6(a), Sheet 11)  07-190          $58,917,510.00 

 

3. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 

    SCHOOLS IN TYPE 1 SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY 

    Item 6, Sheet 42                          07-195 

    Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14    07-191 

    Item 6{c}, Sheet 11 Minimum Library Tax      $2,136,405.00 

 

    Total Amount to be Raised by Taxation for 

     Schools in Type I School Districts Only                   

 

 

 

4. To Be Added TO THE CERTIFICATE FOR AMOUNT  

    TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR SCHOOLS IN 

    TYPE II SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY: 

 

     Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14)  07-195 

     Total Revenues                          40000-10         $72,012,454.00 

 

 

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 

 
5. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS: 

 

      Within “CAPS” 

 

        (a&b) Operations Including Contingent                $54,645,778.00 

        (e) Deferred Charges and Statutory  
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          Expenditures – Municipal                            $5,488,523.00 

 

   Excluded from “CAPS” 

 



        (a) Operations - Total Operations Excluded 

             from “CAPS”                                      $2,040,382.00 

        {c} Capital Improvements                                 200,000.00 

        (d) Municipal Debt Service                             7,369,760.00 

        (e) Deferred Charges – Municipal                         468,011.00 

 

        (m) Reserve for Uncollected Taxes (Include Other       1,800,000.00 

             Reserves if any 

 

Total Appropriations                                         $72,012,454.00 

 

     On motion by Councilman Cervieri, and seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the resolution to adopt the 2014 Fort Lee Municipal 

budget was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 It is hereby certified that the within budget is a true copy 

of the budget finally adopted by resolution of the Governing Body 

on the 10th Day of April, 2014.  It is further certified that each 

item of revenue and appropriation is set forth in the same amount 

and by the same title as appeared in the 2014 approved budget and 

all amendments thereto, if any, which have been previously 

approved by the Director of Local Government Services. 

 

Certified by me on this 10th day of April 2014 

Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

 

 Mr. Wielkotz left at this point in the meeting. 

 

 

FORT LEE SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT BUDGET (SID) FOR 2014 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  

Kasofsky, the public hearing was opened relative to the 2014 

Special Improvement District Budget. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough is compelled 

statutorily to adopt a separate budget for the SID. 

 

 Mr. Grant announced that the total amount to be raised by 

taxation is anticipated to be $349,245.00.  The total anticipated 

general appropriations for 2014 at adoption is $544,245.00. 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak on this matter. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the public hearing was closed relative to the 2014 Special 

Improvement District Budget. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, and seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer the 2014 Fort Lee Special Improvement District Budget was 

approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

  

 It is hereby certified that the within budget (Available in 

the Office of the Borough Clerk) is a true copy of the Fort Lee 

Special District Improvement budget finally adopted by resolution  
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of the Governing Body on the 10th Day of April, 2014.   

 

Certified by me on this 10th day of April 2014 

Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 



 

 

PRPSPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 

public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-20. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                  $5,256,848.57 

Capital                                          204,687.95 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                      650.00      

Trip Admissions                                    2,796.85 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack                          34,126.23 

Special Dog Account                                   40.00 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             500.00 

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                                      n/a 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   46,177.14 

Police Justice                                          n/a 

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                        $5,545,826.74 

 

 

CA-2 - Authorizing the Hiring of Part-Time Spring Seasonal  

Employees for the Recreation Department – Termination Date June 

30, 2014  

 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 

Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 

that these positions must be filled, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 

(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 

positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 

of Recreation; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  

appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 

date of April 1, 2014 and a termination date of June 30, 2014. 

 

 



CA-3 - Approving Firefighter Application for Eun Sahng Lee for 

Fire Company #1 and Auxiliary Firefighter Application for  

Vincent Galasso for Fire Company #4 

 

 The firefighter application for Eun Sahng Lee for Fire 

Company #1 and auxiliary firefighter application for Vincent 

Galasso for Fire Company #4 were approved. 

 

 
CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notices from Fort Lee Police  

Department Sergeant Michael Pappachristou and Police Officer Glen 

Ifrate – Effective May 1st 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Police Sergeant Michael Pappachristou 

with the Police Department has submitted a retirement notice dated 

April 7, 2014 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same,    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Sergeant Pappachristou’s 

retirement will be effective May 1, 2014 with the Borough of Fort 

Lee; and   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Police Officer Glenn Iafrate with 

the Police Department has submitted a retirement notice dated 

April 7, 2014 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Officer Iafrate’s retirement will 

be effective May 1, 2014 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Hourly Increase for Gerald Niemira, Board Clerk  

for the Planning and Zoning Boards - $3.00 Per Hour Increase to 

$20.00 Hourly  

 

 WHEREAS, Gerald Niemira, Board Clerk, has served as the Clerk 

to the Planning and Zoning Boards for over five years and does an 

outstanding job in this part-time position,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, authorize that Gerald Niemira receive a 

$3.00 increase to his current hourly rate so as to be paid $20.00 

per hour with an effective date of April 10, 2014. 

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Salary Step Increase for Sam Ghali,  

Communications Technician from Grade 14, Step C to Grade 14, Step 

D – Additional Duties - $6,479.00 Increase 

 

 WHEREAS, Sam Ghali, Communications Technician, has assumed 

additional responsibilities,   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, have authorized a step increase to Mr. 

Ghali from 14-C to 14-D, with an increase of $6,479.00, effective 

April 14, 2014.  
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CA-7 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New  

Jersey for Period Covering January 1, 2014 Through March 31, 2014 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 

authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 

America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  

amount of $875.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 



for the period covering January 1, 2014 through March 31, 2014. 

Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 

Human Services; and 

 

01-2887 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there were no Civil Unions during 

the aforementioned time period. 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing Superintendent of Public Works to File a 2013 

Application for a Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant With The New 

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

 

 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Statewide Mandatory Source Separation 

and Recycling Act, N.J.S.A 13:1 E-99.11 et seq. has established a 

recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to 

municipalities in order to encourage local source separation and 

recycling programs;  and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the intent and spirit of the New Jersey 

Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage 

grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue 

and expand existing programs;  and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Recycling Act imposes on municipalities certain 

requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, 

including, but not limited to making and keeping accurate, 

verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the 

municipality;  and 

 

 WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply 

for such tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of this 

municipality to recycling and indicate the assent of the Borough 

of Fort Lee to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the 

requirements contained in the Recycling Act;  and 

 

 WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual 

authorized to ensure that the application is properly completed 

and timely filed, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee hereby endorses the submission of a 2013 

Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grants Application to the New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection and Energy , Office of 

Recycling and Planning and designates Anthony Lione, 

Superintendent of Public Works, to ensure that the said 

application is properly filed. 

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for 2014 With  

the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program – $19.00 Per 

Employee 

 

2014 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
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Between the Borough of Fort Lee 

     and the County of Bergen 

 

 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program, 

hereinafter referred to as the “BCEAP,” a program implemented by 

the County for the purpose of dealing with employees having 

personal problems, including alcoholism, having its office located 



at One Bergen County Plaza, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601-7076; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Department of Health Services and 

the Department of Health and Senior Services of the State of New 

Jersey have expressed a major concern for the development of 

Employee Assistance Program services for municipal governments, 

and private enterprise; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program staff 

is fully qualified to perform the Substance Abuse Professional 

function as specified by the Federal Department of Transportation 

Drug and Alcohol Testing Regulations (DOT Jn, 1995 SAP 

Guidelines); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has expressed its desire to 

have the services of the BCEAP made available to its employees for 

the period January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 

agrees to pay a fee for BCEAP services of $19.00 per employee, per 

year; the total number of employees covered by this agreement 245. 

 

 

CA-10 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for C&K  

Holding Co., Inc. vs. Borough, at 2117 Route 4 East, Block 4952, 

Lot 10, for Tax Years 2011-2013 

 

 WHEREAS, C&K Holding Co., Inc. is the owner and taxpayer of 

property located at 2117 Route 4 East, also known as Block 4952, 

Lot 10; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayers filed tax appeals for the years 2011, 

2012 and 2013 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled 

C&K Holding Co., Inc. vs Fort Lee, presently pending in the Tax 

Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney  and the Borough Assessor that the matters be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled C&K Holding Co., Inc. vs. Fort Lee, so that taxpayer will 

withdraw the complaint for tax year 2011, and the assessment of 

$27,000,000 will remain intact; for tax year 2012, the assessment 

will be reduced from $27,000,000 to $26,000,000, and for tax year 

2013, the assessment will be reduced from 27,000,000 to 

$26,000,000, resulting in a total two year refund of $41,750; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 
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CA-11 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 

Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Roadway Improvements to 

Whiteman Street 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 

directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

     . Roadway Improvements to Whiteman Street 



      

 

CA-12 - Authorizing the Sale of the Borough’s Surplus Property No 

Longer Needed for Public Use on an Online Auction Website and 

Publication of Such Notice of the Online Auction 

 

      A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN,  

      STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS 

      PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE 

      AUCTION WEBSITE AND PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE OF THE ONLINE 

      AUCTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program 

and Study Act has been enacted by the New Jersey Legislature to 

permit local units to purchase bulk commodities and services and 

sell surplus property through means of the internet and related 

technologies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has surplus 

equipment and vehicles that is no longer used and useful in 

providing municipal services to the citizens of the Borough and 

wishes to dispose of these goods through an efficient and 

effective process; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 

Borough awarded a contract to Propertyroom.com to auction on its 

website any surplus and unclaimed property (“Property”) in the 

various departments in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the equipment and 

vehicles listed on Schedule A constitutes Property no longer 

needed for public use; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to sell through an online 

auction the Property listed in Schedule A, attached to this 

resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Propertyroom.com is 

necessary for the efficient operations of the Borough and the sale 

of Property no longer used and useful by the Borough for the 

provision of municipal services is in the best interests of its 

citizens,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

 

 1.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to post an 

offer to sell the Property listed on schedule A, on an auction 

website as follows: 

 

 Online auction site: www.propertyroom.com 

                          http://www.propertyroom.com 

 Length of Auction:     Minimum of three (3) days 

     Anticipated Starting    

      Date:                 April 21, 2014 

 Account #:     1045 
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 Auction fees:          revenue sharing 

     Method of Payment:     major credit card 

 Shipping:              common carrier 

     Possession:            Propertyroom.com with exception of  

                         in-place auction items 

               Other terms:         Bidders must pre-register  

                             with propertyroom.com 

     Minimum Bid:           $1.00  

     Equipment:             (Schedule A)  

      (Schedule {A} Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) 

http://www.property/
http://www.propertyroom.com/


 

 

CA-13 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for Construction Inspection Services for 

Roadway Improvements to Whiteman Street - Fee Not to Exceed 

$15,000.00  

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been 

approved to receive a Municipal Aid Grant in the amount of 

$150,000 from the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the 

construction of improvements to Whiteman Street in the Borough; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 

resolution, the Borough awarded a contract to Boswell McClave 

Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform services as a licensed engineer 

to prepare construction plans and specifications for improvements 

to Whiteman Street in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, presently, there exists a need for the Borough to 

retain the services of a licensed engineer to provide construction 

inspection services related to the performance of improvements to 

Whiteman Street in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell to perform such professional engineer services in 

accordance with its proposal, dated April 2, 2014, attached 

hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 

services entailing the provision of construction inspection 

services related to the performance of improvements to Whiteman 

Street in the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local  

Regular Meeting                                     April 10, 2014 

                                                          Page #18 

 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 

to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 



 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for professional 

engineering services entailing the provision of construction 

inspection services related to the performance of improvements to 

Whiteman Street in the Borough is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough; 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional engineering services entailing the provision of 

construction inspection services related to the performance of 

improvements to Whiteman Street in the Borough, in accordance with 

its proposal, dated April 2, 2014, (Available in the Office of the 

Borough Clerk), in an amount not to exceed $15,000.00. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services are 
expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed cost overrun 

schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in 

accordance with law, and this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this purpose. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

 

 

CA-14 - Accepting Matrix Design Group, Engineering Proposal, East  

Hanover, New Jersey, for the Fort Lee Municipal Private Fiber 

Optic Wide Area Network for the Police Department Camera System – 

Fee Not to Exceed $15,200.00 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
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 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 

provide engineering and design services for the Borough’s fiber 

optic Wide Area Network extension; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  



 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Matrix 

Design Group (“Matrix”) to perform such professional engineer  and 

design services in accordance with its proposal, dated March 19, 

2014, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Matrix possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering and 

design services for the Borough’s fiber optic Wide Area Network 

extension; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Matrix in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

  

WHEREAS, the professional engineering and design services 

for the Borough’s fiber optic Wide Area Network extension will be 

performed by Matrix at a cost not to exceed $15,200, which amount 

is less than the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local 

Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, 

therefore, the contract is not subject to the provisions of the 

New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering and design services for the Borough’s 

fiber optic Wide Area network extension is in the best interests 

of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 

necessary for its efficient operations; 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Matrix, 11 Melanie Lane, Suite 14, East Hanover, New 

Jersey 07936, shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional engineering and design services for the Borough’s 

fiber optic Wide Area network extension, in accordance with its 

proposal, dated March 19, 2014, (Available in the Office of the 

Borough Clerk), in an amount not to exceed $15,200.00. 
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 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this Resolution, Matrix shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Matrix shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Matrix is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in 

accordance with law, and this resolution must be available for 



public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this contract. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-15 - Awarding Contract to L3 Mobile-Vision Inc., Boonton, New  

Jersey, to Replace the Police Department’s Backend Server and to 

Upgrade the Original 25 Flash Back Hardware Units With Regard to 

the Police Department Motor Vehicle Recorders - State Contact 

#A81311 - $101,165.41  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Police Department is 

desirous of updating is L3 system Motor Vehicle Recorders (MVRs) 

which was originally implemented in 2007; and 

 

WHEREAS the system has been reduced in its functionality due 

to normal wear and tear and continuous computer updates and 

innovations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the police department is requesting to replaces its 

backend server which will include five (5) years of hardware and 

software maintenance as well to include an upgrade to the original 

twenty five (25) flash back hardware units in the police vehicles; 

and 

 

 WEHERAS this equipment is available from L3 Mobile Vision 

Inc., through State Contract #A81311; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 

threshold amount of $36,000.00 and must be authorized by 

resolution of the governing body; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 

bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 

Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 

are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 

with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 

the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the purchase of aforementioned 

equipment from L3 Mobile Vision, Inc., 90 Fanny Road, Boonton, New 

Jersey 07005, in the amount of $101,165.41 as indicated in  

their quote to the Police Department on March 31, 2014; (Available 

in the Office of the Borough Clerk) and 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 

resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be  
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available for public inspection; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for this purchase through  

Capital Account #2012-21. 

  

 

CA-16 - Awarding Bid to Mak Group, LLC, Clifton, New Jersey, for 

the Replacement of the Roof at 309 Main Street – $439,000.00 

 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE REPLACEMENT 

   OF THE ROOF ON THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 309 MAIN  

       STREET 



 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined that it is necessary to contract for 

the replacement of the roof on the Municipal Building; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on March 14, 2014, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., the Borough publicly advertised and solicited bids for 

the replacement of the roof on the Municipal Building; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on April 1, 2014, bids were received from the 

following bidders in response to the Borough’s public solicitation 

for bids for the replacement of the roof on the Municipal 

Building: 

  

 Mak Group, LLC      $439,000.00 

 Clifton, New Jersey  

 

 NJK Contractors, Inc.    $579,620.00 

 Brooklyn, New York 

 

; and  

 

 WHEREAS, after a review of the bids, the Borough has 

determined that the bid submitted by Mak Group, LLC is in 

compliance with the requirements of the bid specifications and 

that Mak Group, LLC constitutes the lowest responsible and 

complying bidder for the replacement of the roof on the Municipal 

Building; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 

replacement of the roof on the Municipal Building; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of a 

contract for the replacement of the roof on the Municipal Building 

is necessary for its efficient operations,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Mak Group, LLC, 40 Summit Avenue, Clifton, New 

Jersey, 07026 is the lowest responsible and compliant bidder and 

is awarded the contract for the replacement of the roof on the 

Municipal Building, in accordance with the applicable bid 

documents and specifications for the amount of $439,000.00.  

 

 2. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a 

contract with the Mak Group, LLC for the provision of services for 

the replacement of the roof on the Municipal Building.  
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 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for the replacement of the roof on the 

Municipal Building.  

 

 4. That the bid security of the remaining bidder be 

returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 

  

 5. That a copy of this resolution, the bid proposals and 

contract shall be maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and 

made available for public inspection.   

 

 6. That the Borough Clerk shall advertise the award of the 

contract in a legal newspaper as may be required by applicable 

law.  

 

 7. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  



 

  

CA-17 - Awarding Bid to Security Structures Inc., Basking Ridge,  

New Jersey, for the Construction of an Emergency Vehicle  Garage 

for the Police Department at the Existing Police Facility - 

$333,482.00 (Confiscated Funds Account) 
 

    A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

    OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

    AN EMERGENCY VEHICLE GARAGE FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined that it is necessary to contract for 

the construction of an emergency vehicle garage for the Fort Lee 

Police Department (“FLPD”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the costs of the construction of an emergency 

vehicle garage for the Police Department will be reimbursed to the 

Borough, in accordance with the guidelines established by the 

Attorney General’s Office, through the use of forfeited funds from 

the FLPD’s confiscated property account; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on March 12, 2014, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., the Borough publicly advertised and solicited bids for 

the construction of an emergency vehicle garage for the FLPD; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on April 1, 2014, bids were received from the 

following bidders in response to the Borough’s public solicitation 

for bids for the construction of an emergency vehicle garage for 

the FLPD: 

  

 Security Structures, Inc.   $333,482.00 

 Basking Ridge, New Jersey  

 

 Javier Construction Corp.   $459,650.00 

 Brooklyn, New York 

 

; and  

 

 WHEREAS, after a review of the bids, the Borough has 

determined that the bid submitted by Security Structures, Inc. is 

in compliance with the requirements of the bid specifications and 

that Security Structures, Inc. constitutes the lowest responsible 

and complying bidder for the construction of an emergency vehicle 

garage for the FLPD; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 

construction of an emergency vehicle garage for the FLPD; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of a 

contract for the construction of an emergency vehicle garage for 

the FLPD is necessary for its efficient operations,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Security Structures, Inc., 125 Martinsville Road, 

Basking Ridge, New Jersey, 07920 is the lowest responsible and 

compliant bidder and is awarded a contract for the construction of 

an emergency vehicle garage for the FLPD, in accordance with the 

applicable bid documents and specifications for the amount of 



$333,482.00.  

 

 2. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a 

contract with the Security Structures, Inc. for the provision of 

services for the construction of an emergency vehicle garage for 

the FLPD.  

 

 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for the construction of an emergency vehicle 

garage for the FLPD through its confiscated funds account through 

the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office.  

 

 4. That the bid security of the remaining bidder be 

returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 

  

 5. That a copy of this resolution, the bid proposals and 

contract shall be maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and 

made available for public inspection.   

 

 6. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 

 

CA-18 – Authorizing the Use of Competitive Contracting for the 

Specialized Services of a Private Collector of Municipal Court 

Debt as a “Concession” Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

 

 A RESOLUTIIOH OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  

     FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE PROCUREMENT OF MUNICIPAL COURT DEBT  

     COLLCTION SERVICES THROUGH COMPETITIVE CONTRACTING UNDER 

     THE LOCAL PUBLIC CONTRACTS LAW 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined that there exists a need to retain the 

services of a private collector of certain outstanding debt owed 

to the Borough’s Municipal Court, in order to maximize he revenue 

available to the Borough from the delinquent fees, fines, costs, 

surcharges, and other penalties or assessments imposed by the 

Municipal Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the specialized services of a private collector of 

the debt of a municipal court is a service enumerated as a 

concession, contained with the Local Public Contracts Law,  

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and the New Jersey Administrative Code, 

N.J.A.C. 5:34-9.4; and 

  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1(j), the Borough has 

determined to use competitive contracting for the debt collection 

services enumerated as a concession, in the event that the 
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estimate of the total value of the concession exceeds the bid 

threshold of $17,500, in order to base the award of the concession 

upon the most advantageous price and other factors; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is permitted under State law to asses an 

administrative fee to be added to the amount to be paid by the 

debtor of up to 22% of the amount paid, creating an estimate of 

the total value of the concession to be $264,941 based upon the 

collection of outstanding monies estimated to be in the amount of 

$1,204,278, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, New Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That the Borough’s purchasing consultant and municipal 

attorney are hereby authorized to use the competitive contracting 

process in order to obtain the specialized services of a private 

collector of certain outstand debt of the Borough’s Municipal 



Court, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 

 2. Any contract awarded under the competitive contracting 

process shall be made by resolution of the Mayor and Council, 

subject to the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law, and 

upon the authorization of the Administrative Director of the 

Courts. 

 

 3. A copy of this resolution shall be filed in the Office 

of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 

CA-19 - Approving Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From  

Fort Lee Four LLC (Inactive) to Hangar Inc. at 2117 Route 4 East  

 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 

person transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-042-

009, heretofore issued to Fort Lee Four LLC (Inactive); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 

been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 

to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 

local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 

authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 

of the license and the licensed business and all additional 

financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 

certificate for the person-to-person transfer from the State of 

New Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, 

Trenton, New Jersey, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing 

Body does hereby approve the person-to-person transfer of the 

aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to Hangar Inc., 

located at 2143 Route 4 East, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07458, 

effective April 10, 2014 and does hereby direct the Borough Clerk 

to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership. 
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CA-20 - Authorizing the Formation of The Charitable Foundation for  

Fort Lee, Inc., A Nonprofit Corporation and Tax Exempt 

Organization Under Section 501{C}{3) of the Internal Revenue Code 

of 1986, as Amended 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

AUTHORIZING THE FORMATION OF THE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION FOR FORT 

LEE, INC., A NONPROFIT CORPORATION AND TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION 

UNDER SECTION 501(C)(3) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS 

AMENDED. 

 

 WHEREAS, on October 3, 2013, following a hearing discuss the 

matter, the Mayor and Council authorized the Borough to start the 

process of forming a charitable nonprofit corporation to be 

classified as a tax exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of 

the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, on April 10, 2014, following an additional hearing to 



discuss the financial and other benefits to the Borough in forming 

such a charitable organization, the Mayor and Council approved the 

formation of The Charitable Foundation for Fort Lee, Inc., a New 

Jersey nonprofit corporation, and the preparation and filing of an 

IRS Form 1023 – Application for Recognition of Exemption Under 

Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code - to classify such 

corporation as a charitable tax exempt organization for Federal 

income tax purposes.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. The recitals set forth above are hereby incorporated into 

this resolution as if set forth at length herein. 

 

 2. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes the formation 

of The Charitable Foundation for Fort Lee, Inc., a New Jersey 

nonprofit corporation (the “Corporation”), by the filing of the 

attached Certificate of Incorporation with the Office of the 

Treasurer of the State of New Jersey. 

 

 3. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes the 

preparation and filing of IRS Form 1023 – Application for 

Recognition of Exemption Under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code – to classify the Corporation as a tax exempt 

organization for Federal income tax purposes. 

 

 4. The Mayor, Borough Clerk, Borough Administrator, and 

Chief Financial Officer of the Borough, together or separately as 

necessary, are hereby authorized to execute or attest, as 

appropriate, any certificates, agreements, or other documents 

necessary or appropriate to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-20) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 - Awarding Contract to Brown & Brown Metro, Inc., Florham  

Park, New Jersey, as the Borough’s Health Benefits Consultant for 

2014  
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 Mayor Sokolich nominated Brown & Brown Metro, Inc, to be the 

Borough’s Health Benefits Consultant for 2014. 

 

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Health Benefits Consultant 

for the year 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 



 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Brown and Brown Metro, Inc., possess the requisite 

expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 

risk management services required by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Brown 

and Brown Metro, Inc, health benefits consulting services will be 

the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 

considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Brown and Brown Metro, 

Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Health Benefits Consultant for the 

year 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Brown and 

Brown Metro, Inc., for the provision of health benefits consulting 

services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Health Benefits Consulting Services 

be and is hereby appointed for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Health 

Benefits Consulting Services for the year 2014 shall be paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-2 - Authorizing Payment of Funds to the Fort Lee District 

Management Corporation from the Borough of Fort Lee – Payment Not 

to Exceed $100,000.00 for Use in the Borough’s Special Improvement 

District 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF FUNDS TO THE FORT LEE DISTRICT 

MANAGEMENT CORPORATION, INC., THE DULY DESIGNATED DISTRICT 

MANAGEMENT CORPORATION OF THE BOROUGH’S SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT 



DISTRICT. 

 

 WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 2014-11, the Mayor and Council 

amended Chapter 356A of the Borough Code, governing the Borough’s 

Special Improvement District, and designated the Fort Lee District 

Management Corporation, Inc. as the district management corporation 

to manage the affairs of the Special Improvement District in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:56-83; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the district management corporation submitted its 

proposed budget to the Mayor and Council for consideration and 

adoption pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:56-84; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on April 10, 2014, following a hearing in accordance 

with the aforementioned statute, the Mayor and Council approved the 

proposed budget; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the district management corporation’s approved budget 

provides for one hundred thousand dollars thereof to be funded by 

the Borough of Fort Lee by way of transfer from the Borough to the 

district management corporation; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

the availability of funds for this purpose;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. The recitals set forth above are hereby incorporated into 

this resolution as if set forth at length herein. 

 

 2. The transfer(s) of up to one hundred thousand dollars 

($100,000), in one or more transactions, from the Borough of Fort 

Lee to the Fort Lee District Management Corporation, Inc., to be 

used for the public purposes of the district management corporation 

is hereby authorized. 

 

 3. The Mayor, Borough Clerk, and Chief Financial Officer of 

the Borough, together or separately as necessary, are hereby 

authorized to execute or attest, as appropriate, any documents 

necessary to effectuate this transfer. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – gave the following report from the Fort Lee 

Film Commission: 

 

 The Spring Cliffhanger series keeping with the theme of John 

Barrymore will be held on April 25
th
, April 26

th
 and April 27

th
 at 

the Borough Hall Courthouse/Council Chambers.  

 

 On April 25
th
 at 7:30 p.m. there will be a free film 

screening of the 1930’s film “Twentieth Century”.   

 

 On April 26
th
 and April 27

th
 at 7:00 p.m. there will be a live 

play about John Barrymore “Barrymore”.  The play is directed by 

Jodi Etra, Fort Lee High School Drama Department Teacher.  The 

play features student actors from the high school drama 



department.  

 

 Tickets can be brought at the door for $10.00 and $5.00 for 

senior citizens and students.  All proceeds go towards programming 

of the Fort Lee High School Drama Department and the student 

actors of the Fort Lee High School. 

  

 

 On Thursday, May 8th at 7:00 p.m. the Fort Lee Public Library 

will be hosting a joint program with the film commission in honor 

of New Jersey's Bard Joyce Kilmer. 

 

 The program will honor the acclaimed American poet Joyce 

Kilmer from his days in New Jersey through his heroic death on the 

battlefield in World War I. 

  

 Former Fort Lee Councilman Tom Meyers and retired award 

winning New York Daily News journalist Alex Michelini will discuss 

the life and work of Joyce Kilmer.  Mr. Michelini uncovered the 

mystery of where Kilmer wrote the famous poem "Trees" and he will 

detail his search and evidence that led him from Georgetown  

University to Mahwah, New Jersey.  Following Mr. Michelini's 

discussion the Fort Lee Film Commission will screen the classic 

1940 Warner Brothers film "The Fighting 69th" which features the 

story of Joyce Kilmer in battle and stars Jeffrey Lynn as Kilmer 

and James Cagney. 

  

 

Councilman Sohmer – stated that the Fort Lee Historical Society 

thanks Adrienne Kerwein Martini for her donation of the 1864 Civil 

War Commission of her relative Frederick Coyte.  Along with the 

commission Ms. Martini donated an original photo of Frederick 

Coyte along with a note written by Mr. Coyte in 1896 which details 

his service in US Civil War.  Coyte was a veteran of the 9
th
 New 

Jersey Infantry and served in the battles of Fredericksburg, New 

Berne, Richmond, Petersburg, Cold Harbor and sixteen additional 

battles before he was discharged on September 24, 1864 due to a 

disability.  He went from 1
st
 Sergeant to 2

nd
 Lieutenant then 

Adjutant. 

 

 He also stated that the historical society thanks Tim Ford, 

Deputy Police Chief for alerting Tom Meyers of the Coyte sword 

which was listed on eBay.  Mr. Meyers contacted the owner who 

agreed to pull the sword off eBay and sell it to the Fort Lee  

Historical Society at cost in order to bring the sword back home. 
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The sword has the marking of the Grand Army of the Republic and is 

engraved with Frederick Coyte’s name and was presented to him by 

his comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic Dwight Post in 

Englewood, New Jersey in 1896.  The sword, the photo and the 

original Civil War Commission are on display currently in the Fort 

Lee Museum exhibit “Coytesville, NJ Home of the Barrymores”.  This 

exhibit has been extended and will run through early September.  

Museum hours are weekends Noon to 4:00 p.m. and Wednesday evenings 

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and for groups during the week by pre-

appointment.  For further information call the Fort Lee Historical 

Society at 201-592-3580. 

 

 Also the Fort Lee Historical Society will sponsor a Historic 

Jitney Tour of the Coytesville section of Fort Lee on Sunday, June 

29
th
.  There will be more information regarding the tour as the 

event date nears. 

 

 He stated the Fort Lee Fire Department recently honored Fire 

Department members William Chiappane and William McCloskey for 

twenty five years of service and Kenneth Mikatarian for fifty five 

years of service. 



 

 He congratulated Sgt. Pappachristou and Police Officer Glen 

Ifrate on their retirements.   

 

 He noted the passing of Jeff Serabin, DPW Dispatcher and 

offered his condolences to his family.  

 

 He wished everyone a happy Easter and a happy Passover. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – read the following message from the Fort Lee 

Police Department: 

 

 If anyone has drugs they may turn in their unused or expired 

medication for safe disposal on Saturday, April 26
th
 from 10:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Fort Lee Police Department located at 

1327 16
th
 Street.  For further information please visit 

www.dea.gov 

 

 He wished everyone a happy Easter and happy Passover. 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – thanked the Ben Roethlisberger Foundation 

for awarding the Borough a grant in order to procure the Borough’s 

new canine (K9) Ajax.  He also offered his congratulations to 

Police Officer Reuter. 

 

 He wished everyone a happy Easter and happy Passover. 

 

 He asked everyone driving to be aware when there are 

pedestrians in the driveway that they must stop and let the 

pedestrian cross to the other side of the block before going 

forward. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that with spring and Arbor Day fast 

approaching that there will be a volunteer tree planting at Ross’ 

Dock on Sunday, April 27
th
 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Gloves 

and tools will be provided. 

 

 She wished everyone a happy Passover and happy Easter. 
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Councilman Cervieri – announced that the Senior Citizen Dinner 

Dance will be held on Sunday, May 18
th
 from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

at the Richard Nest Adult Activity Center at 319 Main Street.  

There will be live music by Peter Leiberman.  The cost is $15.00 

for Fort Lee residents and $18.00 for all others.  For further 

information call Etta at 201-592-3500 ext. 1300. 

 

 He thanked his colleagues for implementing the SID.  It’s 

something that will make everyone more proud of Fort Lee and 

continue to give Fort Lee the momentum in making it the envy of 

Bergen County if not the envy of New Jersey.  The volunteer 

participants have their hearts and souls in making the SID work.  

He thanked all of their efforts.  He believes its going to be a 

great success. 

 

 He also wished every a happy Easter and happy Passover. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – also wished everyone a happy Easter and happy 

Passover.  

 

  He also offered his best wishes to Sgt. Pappachristou and 



Police Officer Glen Ifrate the best upon their well deserved 

retirements.  They both have served the Borough well over the 

years. 

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

 

Speaker     Subject     Response 

 

Gary Schwartz         .Borough’s Settlement       Mayor Sokolich 

2175 Hudson Terrace     Agreement with BCUA       Mr. Cohen 

                                                  Mr. Pohan 

 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, and there 

being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 

objections at 9:03 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                               Thursday, March 13, 2014 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT: Councilman Goldberg 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

    Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 

    Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 



has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting were accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that Fort Lee has undertaken more in 

the last couple of years than anytime in its history within the 

last twenty years.  New parks, Redevelopment Area 5, other 

redevelopments, rejuvenation of other infrastructures and it’s all 

going to come to ahead this spring.  He’s asking for the patience 

of the entire community.  Redevelopment Area 5 is in full swing on 

both the east and west sections.  With this currently going on a  

complete refurbishment of Main Street will soon commence.  This 

was triggered because of a need to construct a force main for 

purposes of servicing Redevelopment Area 5 and feeding into the 

Borough’s pump station which is being paid by the redevelopers.  

While this is going on it occurred to government to take on Main 

Street which will include the massaging of the parking spaces so 

that every property owner and business owner on Main Street will 

have eight or nine feet as opposed to the various footages they 

have now which in most cases is less than the goal of having eight 

or nine feet.  This will create more outside seating.  New curbing 

will be put in place, the streetscape will be redone with new 

plantings.  There will be a complete facelift on Main Street.  The 

time was right to do it now because the force main is being put 

and therefore if the borough decided to undergo this at a later 

date all the businesses would be affected a second time which 

government doesn’t want to do.  As the force main is being 

installed right behind those work crews will be the work crews 

dealing with the aforementioned changes to Main Street.  
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 In addition to the above work the Borough’s Special 

Improvement District (SID) will be in full swing.  The dedication 

of the people on the SID has given government a level of 

confidence to undertake these types of capital improvement 

projects.  

 

  Also, the construction of a state-of-the-art parking decking 

will be undertaken at the existing Main Street Municipal Parking 

Lot.  Parking lots being built today are much more handsome and 

serve many more functions then just the parking of vehicles.  

There will be a beautiful façade attached to it which will be 

accessible off of Main Street.  Walking paths will be created from 

the lot to Main Street and it will be accessible to the people who 

will be using Redevelopment Area 5.  He expects this project to 

begin sometime later this year.  He reiterated that patience will 

be needed from the community because there will be road stoppages 

and blockages and interruptions in traffic patterns.  The 

inconvenience will be temporary, but the Borough’s metamorphosis 

will be permanent.   

 

 He stated that the Borough will be introducing its 2014 

budget tonight.  Nothing in this budget will reduce or diminish 

services that the people of the Borough are accustomed to having.  

Nothing related to the health, safety or welfare is compromised in 



the budget.  The resources that are devoted to the Borough’s 

emergency services remains uninterrupted in the Borough’s 

commitment to those agencies.  The budget percentage increase is 

1.27%.  There are two main items related to the increase, the fee 

increase from the Bergen County Utilities Authority and the costs 

related to all of the snow removal.  If those two categories 

increases were just lowered there would have been a zero increase 

in this year’s municipal budget.  The 1.27% increase over last 

year’s budget equates to an annual $48.36 increase for a 

resident/household whose home is assessed at $467,000 which is the 

average assessed value for a home in the Borough. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 2, 2014 

Reorganization Meeting were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 20, 

2014 Regular Meeting were approved. 

 

    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2014-11 - Amending Chapter 356A - The Fort Lee Special 

Improvement District Within the Borough of Fort Lee and 

Designating a District Management Corporation 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-11 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 356A THE FORT LEE SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND DESIGNATING A DISTRICT 

MANAGEMENT CORPORATION,” was introduced and passed on first 

reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 10, 

2014. 
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Ordinance #2014-12 – Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69, 

Schedule XXIII – Elimination of Certain Handicapped Parking Spaces 

at 1593 Palisade Avenue, 240 & 263 Warren Avenue and William 

Street 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING 

SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 10, 

2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-13 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 

No Parking Along the West Curb Line of 13th and Extending to its  

Terminus at 15th Street 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-13 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF  



THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED NO PARKING,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 10, 

2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-14 - Approving Amended Redevelopment Plan for  

Redevelopment Area 6, Block 5452, Lots 3.01 through 3.06 and 4 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-14 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE 

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AMENDING THE 

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 6 PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 

40A:12A-1 et seq.,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 10, 

2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-15 - Repealing and Replacing Chapter 64 Historic 

Site, Structure, Cultural & Landmark Committee and Replacing it 

with the Historic Preservation Commission 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 64 HISTORIC SITE, STRUCTURE, 

CULTURAL AND LANDMARK COMMITTEE, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES 

OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 

reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 10, 

2014. 
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Ordinance #2014-16 - Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget  

Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A.40A: 

4-45.14) 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-16 entitled, “CALENDAR YEAR 2014 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND 

TO ESTABLISH A CAP BAK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-15.14),” was introduced and 

passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

April 10, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF 2014 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

 

 Mayor Sokolich asked Mr. Wielkotz to give an overview of this 

year’s budget. 

 

 Mr. Wielkotz stated that there is a .79% increase in 



spending, a 1.27% increase in the tax levy which is a little over 

one tax point from last year’s tax rate.  He reiterated that the 

average homeowner will see an annual $48.36 tax increase.  After 

the budget is introduced the Borough still has $833,000 in its tax 

levy CAP bank.  This budget could have been increased by the 

additional $833,000.  The CAP bank gives the Borough financial 

flexibility for next year and the year after in case it’s needed.  

The ordinance introduced for the appropriations CAP allowed the 

Borough to increase its appropriation amount by $1,600,000 over 

the rate set by the State.  More importantly it preserves the CAP 

bank for future years which gives the Borough flexibility.  The 

appropriation CAP bank for 2015 and 2106 is $3,100,000.  The 

Borough has done a very good job managing its appropriations by 

not going to its limits on the tax levy and the appropriations 

within the CAP and having CAP banks for future years in case of an 

emergency.  Over the last five years the average tax increase has 

been about one tax point which is pretty incredible considering 

the economic angst that has gone on throughout this region.  The 

governing body and administration should be commended for 

controlling spending and controlling taxes in a time where 

surrounding communities have not been able to do the same. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich extended his appreciation to Mr. Restaino and 

Mr. Iannaconi for their guidance and efforts throughout the budget 

process.   

 

 Mayor Sokolich spoke about debt service being reduced by 

$375,125 which is the interest the Borough pays on bond debt.  He 

asked Mr. Wielkotz to explain why it has been reduced. 

 

 Mr. Wielkotz replied that the Borough has been very 

successful in refunding older bond issues at lower interest rates.  

Over the last few years the Borough has done at least two bond 

refunding issues that had coupon rates in the 5% to 6% range that 

were reduced to the 2% to 3% range.  The Borough has saved the 

taxpayers more than a $1,000,000 in the last couple of years. 

  

 Mayor Sokolich mentioned the Borough’s $543,934 increase in 

its BUCA bill. 
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 Mayor Sokolich mentioned that a lot of money was paid out in 

overtime because of the snow emergencies. 

 

 Mr. Sohmer praised everyone including the borough employees 

for their efforts in keeping the budget down.  He also praised 

Peggy Thomas, former Borough Administrator, for her efforts over 

the last number of years in keeping the budget numbers in control. 

 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and 

appropriations (available in the office of the Borough Clerk)  

shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2014; and 

 

 Mr. Grant announced that the total amount to be raised by 

taxation is anticipated to be $61,053,915.00.  The total 

anticipated general appropriations for 2014 at introduction is 

$72,012,454.00. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said budget be published in The 

Record in the issue of Wednesday, March 19, 2014. 

 

 The Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby 

approve the following as the Budget for year 2014 available in the 



office of the Borough Clerk): 

 

 The introduced budget was approved on the following roll 

call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was 

approved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, on March 13, 2014.  A hearing on the Budget and 

Tax Resolution will be held at Borough Hall, on April 10, 2014 at 

8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget and 

Tax Resolution for the year 2014 may be presented by taxpayers or 

other interested persons. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF 2014 FORT LEE SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT BUDGET 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that this is the first time this type 

of budget has been ever introduced.  This is for the Fort Lee 

Special Improvement District.  This is the budget that’s 

established by the people who will serve on the District 

Corporation.  The District Corporation is designed to oversee the 

development, rehabilitation and marketing of what is essentially 

lower to upper Main Street. He’s hopeful it will be expanded in 

the future. Like anything else, it requires money.  The District 

Corporation will be involved in approving the municipal parking 

lot as well as the rehabilitation of Main Street.  The Borough is 

looking forward to their efforts. 

 

 Mr. Grant read the totals related to the 2014 Fort Lee 

Special Improvement District Budget. 

  

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and 

appropriations (available in the office of the Borough Clerk)  

shall constitute the Fort Lee Special Improvement District Budget  
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for the year 2014; and 

 

 Mr. Grant announced that the total amount to be raised by 

taxation is anticipated to be $349,245.00.  The total anticipated 

general appropriations for 2014 at introduction is $544,245.00. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said budget be published in The 

Record in the issue of Wednesday, March 19, 2014. 

 

 The Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby 

approve the following as the Fort Lee Special Improvement District 

Budget for year 2014 (Available in the office of the Borough 

Clerk): 

 

 The introduced budget was approved on the following roll 

call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was 

approved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, on March 13, 2014.  A hearing on the Budget and 

Tax Resolution will be held at Borough Hall, on April 10, 2014 at 

8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget and 

Tax Resolution for the year 2014 may be presented by taxpayers or 



other interested persons. 

 

 Messrs. Wielkotz and Iannaconi left at this point in the 

meeting. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2014-7 - Amending Bond Ordinance #2013-20, Providing a 

Supplemental Appropriation of $250,000 for a Replacement of a 

Generator for the Police Station and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$238,095 Bonds or Notes of the Borough    

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-1 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPROPRIATION OF $250,000 FOR REPLACEMENT OF A GENERATOR IN AND BY 

THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $238,095 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH 

TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-8 - Bond Ordinance for Inwood Terrace Park 

Improvements - Appropriating $125,000 and Authorizing $119,047 

Bonds or Notes of the Borough – Borough Receiving $32,000 Bergen 

County Open Space Grant 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman   
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Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-8 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR INWOOD 

TERRACE PARK IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN 

THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $125,000 THEREFOR 

AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $119,047 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-9 - Bond Ordinance for Whiteman Street 

Improvements – Authorizing the Issuance of $225,000 Bonds or Notes 

of the Borough – Borough Expected to Receive $150,000 NJDOT Grant 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-9 “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR WHITEMAN STREET ROADWAY 

IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 



BERGEN, NEW JERSRY, APPROPRIATING $225,000 THEREFOR AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCES OF $225,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

BOROUGH TO FINANCE THE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-10 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 37, Schedule 

XXII, Parking Prohibited When Road is Snow Covered – South Street,  

Entire Length of West Side  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-10 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

CHAPTER 388, SECTION 37, SCHEDULE XXII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED ‘PARKING PROHIBITED WHEN ROAD IS SNOW 

COVERED .” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

  

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman, the  
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Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was 

opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-14. 

 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                 $16,285,324,20 

Capital                                          149,908.80 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                         n/a 

Trip Admissions                                    1,850.00 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         94,720.82 

Special Dog Account                                     n/a     

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 



Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             175.00 

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                                64,241.42 

School Resource Account                                 n/a    

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   16,268.00 

Police Justice                                          n/a  

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $16,612,488.24 

 

 

CA-2 - Approving Budget Appropriation Transfers - $212,294.00  

 

From      To: 
 

Administration O/E   $90,000  Payroll/Date Processing O/E $   170.00 

Group Insurance O/E   25,000  Engineering O/E          7,090.00  

Street Lights O/E     97,294  Communications/Dispatching O/E    538.00 

      Fire Prevention O/E    7,138.00 

      Ambulance Corps       942.00 

      Garbage O/E     64,840.00 

      Public Buildings & Grounds O/E  2,447.00 

      General Services O/E    3,208.00 

      Auto Repair O/E     9,207.00 

      Human Services O/E      120.00 

      Senior Citizens O/E    2,293.00 

      Special Events O/E    8,478.00 

      Cultural & Heritage Affairs O/E 1,700.00 

      Electric O/E    73,332.00 

      Fuel Oil O/E     1,523.00 

      Telephone      14,948.00 

      Sewer System O/E     8,358.00 

      FICA       3,372.00 

      Municipal Court O/E    2,590.00 

 

Total:   $212,294.00             $212,294.00 
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CA-3 - Accepting Retirement Notice From Police Lieutenant Leonard  

Cottrell – Retroactive to March 1st. 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Police Lieutenant Leonard Cottrell with 

the Police Department has submitted a retirement notice dated 

February 28, 2014 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same,   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Lieutenant Cottrell’s 

retirement will be effective, retroactive to March 1, 2014 with 

the Borough of Fort Lee.   

 

 

CA-4 - Accepting Request From Kate Denis, Senior Clerk Typist in  

the Building Department, for an Additional Six Month Maternity 

Leave of Absence Through July 12, 2014 

 

WHEREAS, Kate Denis, Senior Clerk Typist with the Building 

Department has been on a six month leave of absence, which 

occurred from July 12, 2013 through January 13, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Kate Denis, has submitted a request a 

request dated February 28, 2014, requesting an additional six 

month leave of absence, and the Mayor and Council have accepted 

same for a period of six months; and    

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Denis’ leave of absence shall 

be granted for a period of six months, commencing retroactive to 

January 13, 2014 through July 12, 2014.      



 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Margo Tucker, as a Part-Time Hoarding  

Counselor (5 Hours Per Week) for Human Services – $50.00 Hourly – 

Salary Not to Exceed $15,000.00  

 

WHEREAS, the Departments of Health and Fire Prevention Bureau 

have been monitoring a number of residents with Hoarding Syndrome, 

with our Department of Human Services involvement, a pilot program 

has been devised by the departments; decision that our Human 

Services Director would administer the program, as well as oversee 

the management of the time sheets submitted by the Social Worker; 

and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have authorized the program to 

go forward and Margo Tucker, Social Worker, to be employed part-

time with the Borough for approximately 5 hours a week, to manage 

cases of our residents with this disease, as an adjunct to the 

court ordered monitoring program,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Margo Tucker,  

Social Worker is hereby appointed to the part-time position, 

commensurate at $50.00 per hour, not to exceed $15,000.00 annually 

with an effective hiring date of March 17, 2014.   

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Stipend for Neil Grant, Borough Clerk, for  

Additional OPRA Duties With Regard to the On-Going GWB Lane 

Closures - $10,000.00 Total  

 

 WHEREAS, due to the additional duties and responsibilities 

relating to the various OPRA requests through our Borough Clerk’s  

including the GWB Lane Closures, etc., by the Borough Clerk, Neil 

W. Grant,  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council 

have authorized a one-time Stipend in the amount of $5,000.00, 

which is effective immediately; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council have 

authorized an additional monthly stipend in the amount of $835.00, 

commencing on April 1, 2014 for the duration of six months.   

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing Employment Contract for Alfred Restaino,  

Borough Administrator for 2014 

 

       A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE  

       EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  

       AND THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) and the Borough 

Administrator have negotiated, at arm’s length and with the 

assistance of an attorney of his or its choosing, the terms and 

conditions of an Employment Agreement, a copy of which is 

available for review in the office of the Borough Clerk, between 

the Borough of Fort Lee and Alfred R. Restaino to serve as the 

Borough Administrator of the Borough (the “Employment Agreement”) 

for the terms of January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014, nunc 

pro tunc; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough hereby 

designate the Mayor to execute the said mutually agreeable 

Employment Agreement on behalf of the Borough.  That Employment 



Agreement being hereby adopted and made a part of this Resolution 

as if set forth at length herein, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 

execute the Employment Agreement, between the Borough of Fort Lee 

and Borough Administrator Alfred R. Restaino. 

 

  

CA-9 - Endorsing Support for the Bergen County Mutual Aid Plan 

and Rapid Deployment Force Under the Direction of the Bergen 

County Police Chief’s Association  

        

       INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT MUTUAL AID PLAN & RAPID  

   DEPLOYMENT FORCE 

 

 WHEREAS, the police departments in Bergen County have a day-

to-day responsibility to provide for the security of the lives and 

property, for the maintenance and preservation of the public and 

order, and 

 

 WHEREAS, Law Enforcement Officials also have a responsibility 

to provide for preparedness against natural emergencies, such as 

floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, major storms, etc. manmade 

causes, civil unrest, and civil disobedience such as riot, 

strikes. Jail or prison riots, train wrecks, aircraft crashes, 

major fires, ethnic disorders, riots, terrorist incidents and 

bombings, state and nation emergencies, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Police Chief’s Association has 

proposed a Mutual Aid Plan and Rapid Deployment Force to deal with 

these emergencies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this plan is adopted in accordance with the 

provisions of N.J.S.A.40A:14-156, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-156.1, N.J.S.A. 

40A:14-156.4 and N.J.S.A. App.A:9-40.6, and 
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 WHEREAS, this plan will provide a uniform procedure for the 

coordination of the requesting, dispatching, and utilization of 

the law enforcement personnel and equipment whenever a local law 

enforcement agency requires mutual aid assistance from any other 

jurisdiction, both contiguous and non-contiguous, in the event of 

an emergency, riot or disorder, in order to protect life and 

property, and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee to participate in a Mutual Aid plan and Rapid 

Deployment Force in accordance with the Plan as submitted by the 

Bergen County Police Chief’s Association, 

 

 NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that the Police Department of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, under the direction of the Chief of Police, cooperate 

with the Bergen County Police Chief’s Association to create an 

Interlocal Services Agreement with all municipalities in the 

County of Bergen in order to put into place the Mutual Aid Plan 

and Rapid Deployment Force, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be 

forwarded to the County Executive, the Board of Chosen 

Freeholders, the Bergen County Prosecutor the County Chief of 

Police, and all Bergen County Municipalities. 

 

 

CA-10 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  

Associates Inc., Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide  

Professional Appraisal Services for Property Located at 2200 



Fletcher Avenue, Block 5854, Lot 1 - $15,500.00 

 

        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

    OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

    THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, the owner of property located at 2200 Fletcher 

Avenue (“Property”) in the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has 

filed a complaint with the Tax Court challenging the Borough’s 

total assessment for the property for 2009 - 2013; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed appraiser to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the complaint filed with the Tax Court 

challenging the Borough’s total assessment for the Property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 

McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 

professional appraisal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal  
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services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) 

days prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 

the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 

any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have previously been 



submitted by McNerney and are maintained on file at the office of 

the Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the Property, also known as Block 5854, Lot 1, on the tax map 

of the Borough, there exists a need for McNerney to perform such 

appraisal in accordance with its proposal, dated December 23, 

2013, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that funds are available for these purposes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the Property is in the best interests of 

the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 

for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 

07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 

appraisal services related to the preparation of an appraisal with 

regard to the Property at a cost of $15,500.00, in accordance with 

its proposal, dated December 23, 2013, (Available in the Office of 

the Borough Clerk). 

 

 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
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 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-11 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for South  

Pole Fort Lee LLC vs. Borough, at 222 Bridge Plaza South, Block 

4751, Lot 1, for Tax Years 2013-2014 

 

 WHEREAS, South Pole Fort Lee, LLC is the owner and taxpayer 

of property located at 222 Bridge Plaza South, also known as Block 

4751, Lot 1; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for the years 2013 

and 2014 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled South 

Pole Fort Lee, LLC vs. Fort Lee, presently pending in the Tax 

Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney, the Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the 

matters be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in 

the best interests of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled South Pole Fort Lee, LLC vs. Fort Lee, so that the 

assessments for tax years 2013 and 2014 will be reduced from 

$17,800,000 to $15,150,000, resulting in a total refund to the 



taxpayer in the amount of approximately $114,214; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid assessment 

reductions are to be labeled “Partial Assessments” such that the 

Freeze Act shall not be applicable for tax year 2015; and that the 

Assessor has the right to re-assess the premises once the 

conversion is completed and the building is substantially 

tenanted; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that settlement is predicated upon a 

waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-12 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for the Design and Construction Phase for 

Curb Ramp Improvements to Main Street in Conjunction with the 

American Disabilities Act – Fee Not to Exceed $5,750.00 for the 

Design Phase and a Fee Not to Exceed $16,800.00 for the 

Construction Phase  

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT TO BOSWELL 

McCLAVE ENGINEERING FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF DESIGN AND 

CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION SERVICES FOR THE BERGEN COUNTY 

CURB HANDICAP RAMPS COOPERATIVE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT ON 

MAIN STREET IN THE BOROUGH 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasions pursuant to duly adopted 

resolutions, Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) has provided 

design and construction inspection engineering services related to 

the installation of American Disability Act (“ADA”)-compliant 

handicap ramps at various locations throughout the Borough as 

recommended by the Borough’s Department of Public Works; and 
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 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 

perform such design and construction inspection services with 

regard to the installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps for the 

Bergen County ADA Curb Ramp Cooperative Improvement Project on 

Main Street in the Borough (“Project”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Project is being funded by Bergen County 

Community Development; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell to perform design and construction inspection engineering 

services in accordance with its proposal, dated February 12, 2014,  

(Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide the design and construction 

inspection engineering services related to the Project; and  

 



 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract to 

Boswell for the performance of professional design and 

construction inspection engineering services in accordance with 

the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts thereto for “professional services” 

without competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties 

must be available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional design and 

construction engineering services to be performed by Boswell is 

awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with 

the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 

seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that sufficient funds are available for the professional design 

and construction engineering services, subject to reimbursement by 

Bergen County Community Development; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the authorization to award a contract to Boswell 

for the performance of professional design and construction 

engineering services related to the Project is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

amendment is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

professional design and construction inspection engineering  
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services related to Project, in accordance with its proposal, 

dated February 12, 2014, attached hereto and made a part hereof, 

and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and between 

Boswell and the Borough for consulting engineering services be 

amended, for not-to-exceed amounts of $5,750.00 for the design 

phase and $16,800.00 for the construction phase. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the additional engineering 

work pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written 

notice to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be 

completed within the budget established for the services.  If the 

services are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a 

detailed cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the 

Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract amendment shall be 

published, and this resolution must be available for public 

inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-13 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for Various Professional Engineering 

Services the Main Street Revitalization Streetscape Project – 

$70,000.00  

 



       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed engineer to prepare construction plans and 

specifications for the Main Street Revitalization Streetscape 

Project in the Borough, which will include the renovation of the 

Main Street corridor between Lemoine and Center Avenues; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 

professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated February 19, 2014, (Available in the Office of the Borough 

Clerk); and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 

services related to the preparation of construction plans and 

specifications for the Main Street Revitalization Streetscape  
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Project in the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 

to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering services related to the preparation of 

construction plans and specifications for the Main Street 

Revitalization Streetscape Project in the Borough is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional engineering services related to the preparation of 



construction plans and specifications for the Main Street 

Revitalization Streetscape Project in the Borough, in accordance 

with its proposal, dated February 19, 2014, attached hereto and 

made a part hereof, in an amount not to exceed $70,000.00. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in 

accordance with law, and this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this purpose. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-14 - Authorizing the Execution of a Development Agreement 

Between the Borough and BCUW/Madeline Housing Partners, LLC 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE  

Regular Meeting                                     March 13, 2014     

                                                          Page #17 

 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND BCUW/MADELINE HOUSING PARTNERS, LLC 

 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Supreme Court, through its rulings in 

South Burlington County NAACP v. Mount Laurel, 67 N.J. 151 (1975) 

and South Burlington County NAACP v. Mount Laurel, 92 N.J. 158 

(1983), (“the Mt. Laurel Doctrine”), has determined that every 

municipality has a constitutional obligation to provide through 

its land use regulations a realistic opportunity for the creation 

of a fair share of its region's present and prospective need for 

low and moderate income housing (“the affordable housing 

obligation”); and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Fair Housing Act, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-

301, et seq., as amended, (“the Fair Housing Act” or FHA”), the 

Legislature has provided a statutory mechanism for municipalities 

to address their affordable housing obligation under the Mt. 

Laurel Doctrine; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received court approval of its plan 

to provide for its prior affordable housing obligation, (“the 

Prior Round Obligation”), as prescribed by the rules of the 

Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”); and 

 

WHEREAS,  the Borough seeks to address its Third Round 

Obligation, which includes any remaining Prior Round Obligation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, under the FHA the Borough may provide for the 

acquisition, construction and maintenance of buildings, structures 

or other improvements necessary or useful for the provision of low 

and moderate income housing, see, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-325 and may 

further utilize various techniques for providing low and moderate 

income housing, including utilizing municipally-generated funds, 

see, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-311a(8), granting tax abatements, see 



N.J.S.A. 52:27D-311a(6), and making donations, grants or loans of 

public funds for the provision of new affordable housing, see, 

N.J.S.A. 52:27D-311f; and 

 

WHEREAS, BCUW/Madeline Housing Partners, LLC (hereinafter 

referred to as the “Developer”), is a limited liability company 

formed between the Bergen County United Way and Madeline 

Corporation, a developer of affordable housing, has experience in 

the construction of public and private development projects, and 

is the contract purchaser of property located within the Borough, 

known as 1253 Inwood Terrace, Fort Lee, New Jersey and designated 

as Block 1653, Lot 1, on the Borough Tax Map, (“the Property”); 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Developer has proposed to undertake a housing 

project on the Property consisting of twenty-five (25) market rate 

units and fourteen (14) affordable housing or “special needs” 

rental units, (which shall likely give rise to as many as 28 units 

of “credit”), as those terms are defined under the FHA or 

implementing regulations, dedicated towards the Borough’s 

affordable housing obligation (collectively, the “Project”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the market-rate units will be undertaken by a 

private developer, in conjunction with the Developer, who will 

obtain private financing for the Project, will construct the 

Project and will reimburse the Developer for a portion of the 

purchase price for the Property and provide other, additional, 

consideration; and  

 

WHEREAS, the affordable or special needs units of the 

Project, as the case may be, shall be reserved and set-aside in 

accordance with all requirements of the FHA or implementing  
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regulations, including without limitation affordability controls,  

which shall be in place for fifty (50) years, such controls to be 

set forth in a Deed Restriction and/or Restrictive Covenant, 

running with the land, to the reasonable satisfaction of the 

Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Developer’s proposal is in accordance with the 

Borough’s plan to address its Third Round affordable housing 

obligation; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Developer’s contract with the private market-

rate developer will be subject to the Borough’s approval to 

protect its interest and purpose; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Developer has requested that the Borough assist 

in providing funding for the Project by making a loan to the 

Developer in the amount of  Two Million Five  Hundred Thousand 

Dollars ($2,500,000.00) for construction of affordable or special 

needs units in the Project (“the Loan”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has considered the Developer’s request 

that it make the Loan and has determined, subject to the 

Conditions set forth herein and the execution of a Development 

Agreement, that it may do so to the extent such funds are either 

available in the Borough’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund (“the 

Trust Fund”), or otherwise provided for, and provided that the 

Borough is authorized to expend such funds in accordance with an 

unappealable COAH approved spending plan or Third Round approval; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Developer, at its sole cost and expense, agrees 

to provide as security for the Loan, a first mortgage on the 

Property, to secure all obligations due and owing from the 

Developer to the Borough under the Development Agreement; and  

 



WHEREAS, upon the issuance of a Final Certificate of 

Occupancy for the Project, and that Developer is not in default of 

any obligations under the Development Agreement,  the Borough 

agrees to forgive and discharge the Loan in its entirety; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Developer represents herein that it is committed 

to develop the Project and to obtain private or other financing 

necessary and will otherwise undertake and do all things necessary 

for the development of the Project; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Developer agree to negotiate and 

enter into a Development Agreement for the purpose of setting 

forth their respective undertakings, rights and obligations in 

connection with the construction of the Project, all in accordance 

with applicable law and the terms and conditions of this 

Resolution, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

1.  That the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized, on 

behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee, to negotiate and execute a 

Development Agreement with BCUW/Madeline Housing Partners, LLC in 

a form and content which is subject to the review and approval of 

the Borough Attorney to provide for among other things, the Loan 

of Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00) for 

construction of fourteen (14) affordable or special needs units as 

part of the Project 

 

2. The execution of the Development Agreement between the 

Borough and BCUW/Madeline Housing Partners, LLC shall be subject  
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to:  

 

(a) the Developer obtaining clear title to the Property; and 

 

(b) the Borough’s approval of the Developer’s contract with 

the private developer to protect the Borough’s interest and 

purposes in the Project; and  

 

(c) the Borough obtaining appropriate authorization or 

approval from COAH, if necessary,  for the expenditure of 

Affordable Housing Trust Funds for the Loan, either  by way of an 

amendment to the Borough’s Spending Plan, or pursuant to a waiver 

of COAH rules, or to otherwise determine to fund the Loan; and 

 

(d) the Fort Lee Planning Board having granted all 

development approvals necessary for the Project, and the Developer 

having obtained the approvals required of any other State, county 

or local agency with jurisdiction over the Project, and the 

Developer having fulfilled all conditions of such approvals; and 

 

(e) the affordable housing units, or special needs units, as 

the case may be having been made subject to a Deed Restriction 

and/or Restrictive Covenant establishing affordability controls 

required under the FHA and implementing regulations to be 

effective for a period of fifty (50) years; and 

  

(f) the Developer satisfying all duties, representations and 

warranties in the Development Agreement.   

 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-14, except 

for CA-8 which was removed for separate vote by Councilman Pohan) 

was approved unanimously. 



 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-A/CA-8 - Endorsing Support for the Northern Branch Light Rail  

Project   

 

 

 Messrs. Pohan and Sargenti recused themselves and left the 

podium on this matter. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE NORTHERN BRANCH LIGHT RAIL PROJECT 

 

     WHEREAS, the Northern Branch Light Rail Project will extend 

the Hudson Bergen Light Rail from the current Tonnelle Avenue 

terminus to a terminus located at Englewood Hospital and Medical 

Center; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Northern Branch Light Rail Project was 

repetitively studied and has undergone years of planning; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Hudson Bergen Light Rail Line does not have a 

station in Bergen County; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Northern Branch Light Rail Project will provide 

more mass transit options for residents; and 
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     WHEREAS, the Northern Branch Light Rail Project will reduce 

traffic and provide economic benefits for our region; and 

 

     WHEREAS, building the Northern Branch Light Rail Corridor 

will take considerable effort and coordination from all levels of 

government, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the municipality of the 

Borough of Fort Lee supports the construction of the Northern 

Branch Light Rail Corridor; and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be 

forwarded to the Borough’s representatives in the New Jersey State 

Legislature and New Jersey Transit. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT: Council Members Pohan, Sargenti 

 

 Messrs. Pohan and Sargenti returned to the podium at this 

point in the meeting. 

 

 

R-1 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Tim Donohue, Esq.,  

of Arleo, Donohue & Biancamano, LLC as Special Legal Counsel for 

the Borough with Regard to the Port Authority of NY-NJ Toll Lane 

Diversions from the GWB Access Points Located in the Borough – 

$18,000.00 (Total Contract Price $35,000.00) 

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter.  

 

 Council President Pohan chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 



 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT OF THE PROFESSIONAL LEGAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT WITH TIM DONOHUE, ESQ., OF ARLEO, 

DONOHUE & BIANCAMANO, LLC AS SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL WITH 

REGARD TO THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY-NJ TOLL LANE DIVERSIONS 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution duly 

adopted at a public meeting, the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee (“Borough”), awarded a contract to Tim Donohue, Esq., 

of Arleo, Donohue & Biancamano, LLC (“Donohue”) to perform such 

professional legal services, on behalf of the Mayor in his 

official capacity in an investigation presently being conducted by 

the United States Attorney for the District of New Jersey and a 

joint committee of New Jersey Assembly and New Jersey Senate, and 

potentially other agencies, in connection with the events of 

September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and 

NJ’s toll lane diversions from the George Washington Bridge access 

points located in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such legal services to the Borough as Special Legal 

Counsel are recognized as “professional services” as same shall be 

rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 

profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the 

performance of which services requires knowledge of an advance 

type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged formal course 

of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6) and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1); and 
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WHEREAS, the contract award by the Borough included an 

initial amount not to exceed $17,000 for document review and 

examination of the underlying issues in the investigations of the 

United States Attorney for the District of New Jersey and a joint 

committee of the New Jersey Assembly and New Jersey Senate; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in correspondence, dated February 26, 2014, Special 

Counsel has requested that the Borough consider an increase in the 

initial contract amount due to the number of other investigations 

of the subject of toll lane diversions requiring attention, 

including internal investigations by the Governor’s Office and the 

Port Authority of NY and NJ; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the volume of documents that must be reviewed 

during the conduct of the simultaneous investigations and the 

number of additional employees of the Borough who have information 

relevant to these investigations and may wish to consult with 

counsel have exceeded the work reasonable anticipated by Special 

Counsel in preparing the initial estimate for his services; and 

WHEREAS, Special Counsel has requested that the Borough 

authorized an additional $18,000 above the initial authorization, 

has requested that his retention include authorization 

representation of other employees of the Borough, on an as needed 

basis, who may be witnesses in these matters, on the same terms 

and billing rates previously authorized; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, based upon the advice of the Borough 

Attorney, wishes to authorize an amendment to the contract for 

special counsel services by Donohue to increase the initial 

spending cap of $17,000 by the amount of $18,000 and to authorize 

Donohue to provide such representation of other employees of the 

Borough, on an as needed basis, who may be witnesses in these 

matters, on the same terms and billing rates previously authorized 

in connection with the various investigations of events of 

September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and 

NJ’s toll lane diversions from the George Washington Bridge access 



points located in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, on the recommendation of the Borough 

Attorney, is desirous of amending the contract for professional 

legal services with Donohue in accordance with the procedures 

mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq.; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Donohue possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide such professional legal 

services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Donohue to provide 

professional legal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open 

process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit 

Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract with Donohue for 

professional legal services is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for  
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the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

as follows: 

 

 1. That an amendment to the contract, appointing Donohue as 

Special Counsel to perform professional legal services in 

connection with those legal matters which may arise from, in 

connection with or in relation to, the events of September 9-13, 

2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and NJ’s toll lane 

diversions from the George Washington Bridge access points located 

in the Borough, is hereby authorized consistent with 

correspondence, dated February 26, 2014. 

 

 2. That the Council President is hereby authorized to 

execute an amendment to contract with Donohue as Special Counsel, 

for an additional amount not to exceed amount of Eighteen Thousand 

($18,000) Dollars. 

 

 3. The contract, as amended, shall expressly state that 

said firm shall be obligated to provide notice to the Borough when 

its invoicing reaches 80% of the not to exceed amount if the firm 

believes additional funds will be necessary, and the Borough shall 

have no liability for payment of funds in excess of the not to 

exceed amount; and 

 

 4. That a notice of this contract amendment shall be 

published, and this resolution must be available for public 

inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq.. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

  

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 



 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 Mayor Sokolich chaired the remainder of the meeting from this 

point in the meeting. 

 

 

R-2 - Authorizing the Borough to Permit Self-Examination of the  

Municipal Budget 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance 

Board to adopt rules that permit municipalities in sound fiscal 

condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of 

conducting the annual budget examination, and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance 

Board on February 11, 1997, and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 thru 7.5 the Borough 

of Fort Lee has been declared eligible to participate in the 

program by the Division of Local Government Services, and the 

Chief Financial Officer has determined that the Borough meets the 

necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2014 

budget year, so now therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & b and based upon 

the Chief Financial Officer's certification.  The governing body 

has found the budget has met the following requirements: 

 

1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts 

have been calculated pursuant to law and appropriated as 

such in the budget: 

 

a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 

b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 

c. Cash deficit of preceding year 

d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 

e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 

f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes 

 

2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases 

of appropriations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and 

appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations 

found at 40A:4-45.3 et seq. are fully met (Complies with 

the "CAP" law.) 

 

3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content 

as required by the Local Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 

and 5:30-5. 

 

4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 

 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate, and 

correctly stated, 

b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth 

c. In itemization, form, arrangement, and content the 

budget will permit the exercise of the comptroller 

function within the municipality. 

 

5. The budget and associated amendments have been 

introduced, publicly advertised, and in accordance with 



the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except 

that failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 

shall not prevent such certification. 

 

6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have 

been fulfilled. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – stated that at the last Planning Board meeting 

the Planning Board unanimously approved an application by Tucker 

Development to include an eight screen IPIC movie theater. It’s a 

high end theater that will also serve food and drinks.  He 

believes it will attract a lot more retail tenants to the area as 

well as create a gathering place for the residents in town. 

 

 He stated that the east side of Redevelopment Area 5 has been 

closed in and that the interior of the first building is being 

worked on and the second tower’s construction will commence by the 

end of the year.  In this area there will be a movie 

theater/museum which will honor the heritage of Fort Lee’s 

contribution to the motion picture history.  The Fort Lee Film  
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Commission is in the midst of interviewing some architectural 

firms to design the interior of the building.  He expects to 

present some of the architectural firm’s proposals to the Mayor 

and Council within the next few weeks. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – thanked Mr. Pohan as well as the entire Planning 

Board for their efforts. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – stated that the Fire Department has responded 

to 422 calls so far this year. 

 

 He congratulated Lieutenant Cottrell on his retirement. 

 

 He spoke to the Historic Preservation Commission ordinance 

which was introduced earlier tonight.  He said that he along with 

Messrs. Meyers, Cohen and Sokolich worked very hard in getting 

this ordinance put together.  He knows it will be good for the 

Borough.  It does not stop developers from building just that in 

one area of the Borough any artifacts found will have to be 

identified and/or turned over the Commission. 

 

 He announced that Engine Company #1 on Saturday, March 15
th
 

in the evening will hold a fundraiser to raise money for the 

George Lautenschlager Scholarship Fund. 

 

 He stated that the Fort Lee Emergency Services Blood Drive 

will be held on Friday, March 28
th
 at the Fort Lee Recreation 

Center from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  To schedule an appointment 

contact Community Blood Services at 201-251-3703. 

  

 He offered his best wishes to Kay Nest, who has recently been 

ill.  

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – stated that registrations for boy’s little 

league and babe ruth league baseball as will as for girl’s 



softball are down this year.  There is still time to register. 

 

 He reminded everyone to push their clocks forward one hour on 

Sunday, March 16th for daylight savings time. 

 

 He urged residents to be careful when driving around the ball 

fields and parks as this is the time of the year where the kids 

are beginning to play ball and/or are just outside more then 

during the winter. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – congratulated everyone who attended the 

opening of the Borough’s Fort Lee Wellness Campaign this past 

Monday night at the Fort Lee Public Library.  Over 140 people 

attended.  She thanked the Health Department employees for their 

efforts as well as Whole Foods for their sponsorship of the event 

which is in conjunction with the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign.  The 

event is a twelve week challenge that promotes healthy living. 

 

 She stated the every Sunday at 2:00 p.m. the library holds 

various concerts/events.    

 

 She stated that next Thursday at 1:00 p.m. Joel Flagler,    

Rutgers University Professor, who runs the Master Gardener 

Program, will be in the Borough to meet with her and any member of 

the governing body and/or community to discuss the Borough’s 

proposed community garden.  The proposed site for the garden is at  
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the Fort Lee Recreation Center located at the bottom of Stillwell 

Avenue next to the dog park. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – stated that the Borough will be one of a few 

communities that will have a public garden.  He believes it’s a 

great idea. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – spoke to CA-14 and applauded the governing 

body for taking action that encourages the construction of special 

needs housing as there is truly is a need for this type of 

housing.  He thanked the United Way and Madeline Corp. for moving 

this along and he wished them the best of luck. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – concurred with the above comments made by Mr. 

Cervieri. He wished Kay Nest a speedy recovery and he offered his 

best wishes to Leonard Cottrell on his retirement. 

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

Speaker      Subject     Response 

 

Tom Meyers     .Historic Preservation      Mayor Sokolich 

1590 Anderson Ave.       Commission - Thanked      Mr. Cervieri 

                         Everyone for their 

                         Efforts Including 

                         Wendy Rubinstein, Esq. 

                         From Mr. Cohen’s Office 

 

Tom Toronto     .Thanked the Mayor and  Mayor Sokolich 

 Representative for      Council with Regard 

 BCUW/Madeline Housing   to Approving CA-14 



 Partners, LLC 

 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and there being 

no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 

objections at 8:58 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

   

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                            Thursday, February 20, 2014 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Alfred Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 3.  On February 13, 2014, a written notice of the change in 

date for this meeting was posted at the Municipal Building, 309 

Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. Copies have also been mailed to 

all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid the 

$10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 



MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated the recent snow storms and the extreme 

cold have caused an overwhelming amount of potholes on the 

borough’s roadways as well an everywhere else in the State.  He 

asked residents to be patient as repairs will be made, but it will 

take some time to get all of the potholes repaired especially with 

all of the snow still on the ground.  He praised the efforts of 

the Department of Public Works employees who will again be out 

tonight clearing snow in the commercial areas of the town. 

 

 He stated that the Borough will be entering into an 

Interlocal Agreement with the Borough of Palisades Park with 

regard to the use of the Palisades Park swimming pool.  Fort Lee 

residents will be able to join the Palisades Park swim club and 

pay the same reduced rate that is offered to the residents of 

Palisades Park.  The fees will be 60% to 70% less than if 

residents joined as non-members.  This will be advertised on the 

borough’s website so stay tuned for further details. 
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PR-1 - Joanne Santiglia – Anchor and Producer for NY1 News  

 

 Mayor Sokolich read and presented the following proclamation  

to Joanne Santiglia. 

 

 He praised Joanne for all of her career achievements and that 

she always made herself available to cover a myriad of Fort Lee 

events; whether they were small and/or large news stories. 

 

WHEREAS, Joanne Santiglia, well known journalist, who has 

covered events in the Borough of Fort Lee and the greater Bergen 

County area for 30 years; and,   

 

WHEREAS, Joanne began her career as a cable news anchor for 

Channel 10 News with Time Warner Cable, a featured reporter and 

current events show host; and,  

 

WHEREAS, Joanne received her degree from Seton Hall 

University and has devoted her career to television journalism to 

the benefit of her viewers and the communities she has covered in 

her distinguished career as a journalist; and,  

 

WHEREAS, Joanne, during her career, covered many events, 

including, but not limited to: September 11, 2011, Fort Lee Film 

Commission events, including significant historic sites with film 

history, Fort Lee Police Department Citizens Police Academy, Bike 

Patrols, Bike Safety Issues and coverage of several Police Chiefs, 

Fort Lee VFW events, including dedication of Veterans Plaza, 

Korean War Memorial, World War II Memorial dedication, Fort Lee 

Public Schools coverage of Field of Heroes, multicultural issues, 

school plays and student events, Fort Lee Education Foundation’s 

Tour de Fort Lee, Fort Lee Fire Department and Fire Prevention 

programs, Fort Lee Regional Chamber of Commerce, Fort Lee Borough 

Government, including coverage of Oaths of Office, Reorganization 

Meetings, Election Night coverage, Redevelopment Area 5, Senior 

Picnic, Fort Lee Arts & Music Fest, Fort Lee Health Department 

Annual Health Fair, Fort Lee Public Library Programs, Community 

Coverage of the annual Madonna Carnival, Feast of Saint Rocco, 

Menorah Lighting, Holiday Tree Lighting; and,  

 

WHEREAS, Joanne will forever be known by her family and 



friends as an individual whose warm and sincere personality has 

touched so many lives during her professional career; and,  

 

WHEREAS, during her career, Joanne has positively impacted 

the lives of our students who wanted to pursue a career in 

journalism and is truly an outstanding example of an individual 

whose hard work and dedication to her profession and fair and 

unbiased reporting of the issues and stories that affect the lives 

of Fort Lee citizens, has brought forth innumerable 

accomplishments; and,  

 

 WHEREAS, Joanne has established herself as perhaps the 

greatest of role models for today’s youth and whose dedication to 

community will be forever imbedded in the communities in which she 

has worked and especially here in the Borough of Fort Lee; and,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich 

and the Borough Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, wish to 

recognize Joanne Santiglia at this meeting to honor her for her 

accomplishments during her career as a Journalist and extend, on 

behalf of an entire community, appreciation for her dedication to 

our community and much happiness in the years ahead.    
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Mayor Sokolich praised Ms. Santiglia for all of her efforts 

throughout the years and added that Ms. Santiglia covered all 

kinds of stories that may have not always played to large 

audiences, but were important to the people who were involved in 

those stories at that time. 

 

 Ms. Santiglia thanked the Mayor and Council for the 

proclamation and said a few words that highlighted parts of her 

career.  She added that she considered herself very lucky to have 

been involved in what she estimated to be about 7000 news stories 

over her thirty year news career. 

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

 Tom Meyers, Director of Cultural & Heritage Affairs, on 

behalf of the Fort Lee Film Commission, along with Councilman 

Pohan, presented Ms. Santiglia with the Lewis J. Selznick award.   

Mr. Selznick, was one of the pioneers of studio film production 

and the father of Oscar winning “Gone with the Wind” producer 

David O. Selznick. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 19, 

2013 Regular Meeting were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 9, 

2014 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Goldberg 

abstaining. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 16, 

2014 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Goldberg 

abstaining. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 6, 



2014 Executive Session were approved. 

 

    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2014-7 - Amending Bond Ordinance #2013-20, Providing a 

Supplemental Appropriation of $250,000 for a Replacement of a 

Generator for the Police Station and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$238,095 Bonds or Notes of the Borough    

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-7 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF $250,000 FOR REPLACEMENT 

OF A GENERATOR IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 

BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $238,095 BONDS 

OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

March 13, 2014. 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-8 - Bond Ordinance for Inwood Terrace Park 

Improvements - Appropriating $125,000 and Authorizing $119,047 

Bonds or Notes of the Borough – Borough Receiving $32,000 Bergen 

County Open Space Grant 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2014-8 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR INWOOD TERRACE PARK IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 

APPROPRIATING $125,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$119,047 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 

THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

March 13, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-9 - Bond Ordinance for Whiteman Street 

Improvements – Authorizing the Issuance of $225,000 Bonds or Notes 

of the Borough – Borough Expected to Receive $150,000 NJDOT Grant 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2014-9 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR WHITEMAN STREET ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSRY, 

APPROPRIATING $225,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCES OF 

$225,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE THE PART OF THE 

COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

March 13, 2014. 



 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-10 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 37, Schedule 

XXII, Parking Prohibited When Road is Snow Covered – South Street,  

Entire Length of West Side  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-10 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 37, SCHEDULE XXII, 

OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED ‘PARKING 

PROHIBITED WHEN ROAD IS SNOW COVERED,” was introduced and passed 

on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 10, 

2014. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2014-1 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-12 

Establishing Salaries and Wages for Non-Union Personnel, Schedule 

(B) for the Borough Administrator for 2014-2016 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-12 

SALARIES AND WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS, BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR, 

BOROUGH CLERK, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER, TAX COLLECTOR, TREASURER, 

TAX ASSESSOR AND CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEEES FOR 2013-2016.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

Ordinance #2014-2 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-25 

Establishing Salaries and Wages for White Collar Employees – 

Public Health Nurse Supervisor 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and 

carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2014-2 

entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-15 

SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES FOR 2013-2016.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 



Ordinance #2014-3 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2011-4 for the 

Chief of Police and Establishing Salary for the Chief of Police 

from 2013-2019 and for the Deputy Chief of Police from 2013-2015 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-3 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2011-4 

PROVIDING SALARY FOR THE CHIEF OF POLICE AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF 

POLICE IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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Ordinance #2014-4 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 37, Schedule 

XXII, Parking Prohibited When Road is Snow Covered – Morningside 

Lane East Side from Route 5 to Bluff Road 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2014-4 - entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

CHAPTER 388, SECTION 37, SCHEDULE XXII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED “PARKING PROHIBITED WHEN ROAD IS SNOW 

COVERED.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

 

Ordinance #2014-5 - Deleting Chapter 388, Section 10 & Section  

48, Schedule V: Time Limit Parking  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE II PARKING, SECTION 10 PARKING TIME LIMITED 

ON CERTAIN STREETS, AND ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 48, SCHEDULE 

V TIME LIMIT PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

 

Ordinance #2014-6 - Amending Chapter 1, Section 17, Article III,    

Penalties for Failure to Remove Snow and Ice from Various Types  

of Properties 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2014-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1 GENERAL 



PROVISIONS, ARTICLE II GENERAL PENALTIES, SECTION 17 MAXIMUM 

PENALTIES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

  

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13. 
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CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                 $12,051,468.12 

Capital                                          164,946.07      

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                      564.00 

Trip Admissions                                         n/a 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         35,600.75   

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             123.40 

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                               198,840.55 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                    9,622.91  

Police Justice                                          n/a      

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $12,461,165.80 

 

 

CA-2 - Approving Maternity Leave for Nadine Drumgoole, Clerk  

Typist for the Fire Prevention Bureau – Effective February 14th 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Nadine Drumgoole, with the Fire 

Prevention has submitted a request dated January 16, 2014, 

requesting a leave of absence, and the Mayor and Council have 

accepted same for a period of 6 ½ months; and    



 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Drumgoole’s leave of absence shall be 

granted for a period of 6½ months, commencing February 14, 2014.    

 

 

CA-3 - Accepting Retirement Notice of Thomas Ottina, Police 

Captain for the Fort Lee Police Department – Effective March 1st   

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Police Captain Thomas Ottina with the 

Police Department has submitted a retirement notice dated January 

9, 2014 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same,    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that Captain Ottina’s retirement will be 

effective March 1, 2014 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
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CA-4 - Authorizing Title Change for Joan Brodeur, from Senior 

Clerk Typist to Principal Clerk Typist in the Finance Department – 

7% Salary Increase  

 

 WHEREAS, Joan Brodeur, Keyboarding Clerk 2 (f/k/a Senior 

Clerk Typist), of the Payroll Department, has assumed additional 

responsibilities under the new Healthcare Reforms, with mandated 

employee health contributions; and,   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee have authorized a title change for Ms. 

Brodeur to the title of Keyboarding Clerk 3 (f/k/a Principal Clerk 

Typist) with an effective date of February 20, 2014; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

commensurate with a 7% salary increase, in accordance with the 

White Collar Contract, and said title shall be provisional pending 

certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission.   

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Ambulance Billing Agreement With Holy Name  

EMS, Inc., Teaneck, New Jersey to Provide Medicare Billing 

Services for the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps  

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH HOLY NAME  

       EMS, INC. TO PROVIDE MEDICARE BILLING SERVICES FOR  

       THE FORT LEE AMBULANCE CORPS 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Ambulance Corps (“Ambulance 

Corps”) provides basic life support and transportation services to 

the citizens of Fort Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, Holy Name EMS, Inc. (“EMS”) is a non-profit 

corporation that provides advanced life support services for 

citizens in the Fort Lee area and the Ambulance Corps desires to 

have EMS provide advanced life services to Medicare beneficiaries; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to regulations governing the provision of 

Medicare services, it is necessary for the Ambulance Corps and EMS 

to enter into an agreement for the billing of services under the 

Medicare program where Medicare patients are treated by medical 

facilities providing advanced life support services and are 

transported by entities supplying basic life support services; and 

 

WHEREAS, said billing services and reimbursement of the 



Ambulance Corps by EMS are performed at no cost to the Ambulance 

Corps and Borough of Fort Lee, and may be awarded without public 

advertising for bids, pursuant to and in accordance with the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the execution of a 

contract between the Borough on behalf of the Ambulance Corps and 

EMS for the provision of billing services under the Medicare 

program where Medicare patients are treated by medical facilities 

providing advanced life support services and are transported by 

entities supplying basic life support services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the authorization of the entry into, and execution 

of, a contract for the provision of billing services under the 

Medicare program and  reimbursement to the Ambulance Corps are in 

the best interests of the Borough; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization 

of this contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 

 

1. That the entry into, and execution of, a contract with 

Holy Name EMS, Inc. for the provision of billing services under 

the Medicare program on behalf of the Ambulance Corps is hereby 

authorized. 

 

 2. That this contract is awarded without public advertising 

and competitive bidding, in accordance with the Local Public 

Contracts Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3, on the basis that 

billing services and reimbursement of the Ambulance Corps by EMS 

are to be performed at no cost to the Ambulance Corps and Borough. 

 

 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough on behalf of the Ambulance 

Corps and EMS, providing for the billing of transportation and 

basic life services and the reimbursement of the Ambulance Corps 

by EMS at a rate of $325.00 for each patient covered by Medicare. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for Lofaro  

vs. Borough for Property Located at 1568 John Street, Block 3754, 

Lot 3, for Tax Years 2010-2013  

 

 WHEREAS, Carmine and Caterina Lofaro are the owners and 

taxpayers of property located at 1568 John Street, also known as 

Block 3754, Lot 3; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayers filed tax appeals for the years 2010, 

2011, 2012 and 2013 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter 

entitled Lofaro vs Fort Lee, which are presently pending in the 

Tax Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney  and the Borough Assessor that the matters be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 



entitled Lofaro vs Fort Lee, so that the assessments for tax years 

2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 will be reduced from $539,700 to 

$489,700, resulting in a total four year refund of $4,054; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-7 - Approving Change Order #1 for D.S. Meyer Enterprises, LLC 

Waldwick, New Jersey for 2013 CDBG Road Resurfacing Program – 

(-$13,719.08) 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 
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GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:      2013 CDBG Road Resurfacing Program for   

                            Certain Streets 

 

CONTRACTOR:                D.S. Meyer Enterprises, LLC 

                           63 Longview Drive 

                           Waldwick, New Jersey 07463 

 

CHANGE ORDER #:            1 

 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:    $97,820.32 

 

COST OF CHANGE ORDER:      (-$13,719.08) 

 

COST OF PREVIOUS CHANGE     n/a 

 ORDERS: 

 

NEW CONTRACT SUM:        $84,101.24 

 

NATURE OF CHANGES:         Reflected on as-builts 

 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT:           04-2150-55-2320-002 

 

 

CA-8 - Approving Change Order #1 for Orchard Holdings, LLC 

Manasquan, New Jersey for Pedestrian Safety Improvement Project 

for Main Street and Center Avenue - (-$18,867.50) 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 

 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:     Pedestrian Safety Improvement Project  

                           Main Street & Center Avenue 

 

CONTRACTOR:                Orchard Holdings, LLC 

                           1913 Atlantic Ave. – Suite 193 

                           Manasquan, New Jersey 08736 

 

CHANGE ORDER #:            1 

 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:    $85,445.00 

 

COST OF CHANGE ORDER:      (-$18,867.50) 

 

COST OF PREVIOUS CHANGE     n/a 

 ORDERS: 

 

NEW CONTRACT SUM:        $66,577.50 

 



NATURE OF CHANGES:         Reflected on as-builts 

 

CURRENT ACCOUNT #          01-2010-20-1652-216 

 

 

CA-9 - Awarding Contract to SSP Architectural Group Inc.,  

Bridgewater, New Jersey for Professional Engineering Roof  

Replacement Services for the Replacement of the Roof at 309 Main 

Street – Fee Not to Exceed $33,000.00 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
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 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to  

  

perform an investigation, analysis, design, preparation of 

construction documents, analysis of competitive bids, and 

implementation of a construction program for the removal and 

replacement of the existing roof on the Fort Lee Municipal 

Building (“Roof Replacement  Services”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Roof Replacement Services are recognized as 

“professional services” as same shall be rendered by persons 

authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, whose 

practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 

services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of 

learning acquired by a prolonged formal course of specialized 

instruction and study, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of the 

SSP Architectural Group (“SSP”) to perform such professional 

engineer Roof Replacement Services in accordance with its 

proposal, dated January 30, 2014, as supplemented on February 4, 

2014, both of which are attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, SSP possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide professional engineering Roof 

Replacement Services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to SSP 

in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public 

Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of SSP to provide professional 

engineering services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 



 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, SSP is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) days 

prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 

the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 

any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have previously been 

submitted by SSP and are maintained on file at the office of the 

Borough Clerk; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering Roof Replacement Services is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That SSP shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional engineering Roof Replacement Services, in accordance 

with its proposal, dated January 30, 2014, as supplemented on 

February 4, 2014, both of which are attached hereto and made a 

part hereof. (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough and SSP, providing for 

compensation in an amount not to exceed $33,000.00, and further 

memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions 

as may be necessary. 

 

 3. That SSP is specifically placed on notice that it will 

be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of 

P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this purpose. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-10 - Supporting Recommendation of the NJDOT That Route 9W in 

the Borough Will Remain a “No Passing Zone” Related to the 

Existing Centerline Markings 

 

     WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) 

recently completed a traffic investigation on Route US 9W in the 

Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

     WHEREAS, NJDOT investigation revealed the current centerline 

pavement markings on Route US 9W meet and conform to current 

design standards; and 

 



     WHEREAS, NJDOT will update existing records to reflect 

current No Passing Zone conditions along (US) (NJ) Route US 9W, 

 

     NOW,THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough  Committee of 

the Borough of Fort Lee of, County of Bergen, in the State of New 

Jersey, that it supports the use of a “No Passing Zone” on Route 

US 9W in Borough of Fort Lee as recommended by NJDOT; and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this 

Resolution shall be forwarded to NJDOT as requested. 

      

 

CA-11 - Authorizing Contract Amendment to HDR Engineering Inc.,  

Mahwah, New Jersey, for Additional Flow Metering Services Related 

to the Borough’s Sewer Use Billing with the BCUA – $14,800.00  
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   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO A CONTRACT  

   FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

WHEREAS, by resolution duly adopted on August 22, 2013, the 

Mayor and Council of the Borough (“Borough”) appointed HDR 

Engineering, Inc. (“HDR”) to provide professional engineering 

services by way of an analysis of the Borough’s sewer use billing 

from the Bergen County Utilities Authority (“BCUA”) and 

preparation of a report on the fee structure and its impact on the 

Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to amend its 

contract with HDR to provide for the performance of flow 

monitoring services in order to confirm flow measurements from the 

BCUA and to determine whether the BCUA’s flow data is accurate; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, since the appointment of HDR, the Borough received 

sewer use billing for 2013 from BCUA that contained a substantial 

increase in costs, and notices from BCUA indicating that the 

Borough’s sewer flow for the first two quarters of 2013 has 

significantly increased above its 2012 levels, which served as the 

basis for the 2013 billing; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough filed a lawsuit against BCUA in early-

2013, challenging the sewer us billing for 2013 as arbitrary, 

capricious and unreasonable as the Borough experienced the largest 

increase in costs of all of the BCUA’s municipal customers; and 

 

WHEREAS, after extended discussions between the Borough and 

BCUA, the parties were able to reach a settlement of the lawsuit, 

and the terms of settlement were memorialized in a Memorandum of 

Understanding that was authorized by the Borough in a resolution 

duly adopted at a public meeting on December 19, 2013; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the additional services are recognized as 

“professional services” as same shall be rendered by persons 

authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, whose 

practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 

services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of 

learning acquired by a prolonged formal course of specialized 

instruction and study, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of HDR to 



perform such additional professional engineer services in 

accordance with its proposal, dated January 30, 2014, attached 

hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, HDR possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide the additional professional 

engineering services related to the performance of additional flow 

metering services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

amending the contract for professional engineering services with 

HDR in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be  

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of HDR to provide professional 

engineering services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, HDR is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) days 

prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 

the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 

any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have previously been 

submitted by HDR and are maintained on file at the office of the 

Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amendment of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering services to perform flow monitoring 

services in order to confirm flow measurements from the BCUA and 

to determine whether the BCUA’s flow data is accurate is in the 

best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That HDR shall be and is hereby authorized to perform 

additional professional engineering services related to the 

performance of flow monitoring services in order to confirm flow 

measurements from the BCUA and to determine whether the BCUA’s 

flow data is accurate, in accordance with its proposal, dated 

January 30, 2014, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute an amendment to the contract between the Borough and HDR, 

providing for additional compensation in an amount not to exceed 

$14,800.00, and further memorializing the scope of work and such 

other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 

 

 3. That HDR is specifically placed on notice that it will 



be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of 

P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the amendment to contract shall be 

published, and this resolution must be available for public 

inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this purpose. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
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CA-12 - Authorizing Filing of an Application to Join H-GAC, 

Houston, Texas - Cooperative Purchasing Program 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE      

  BOROUGH OF FORT LEE RATIFYING THE FILING OF AN 

  APPLICATION TO A NATIONAL PURCHASING COOPERATIVE 

  FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF A TANDEM VIBRATORY ROLLER 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to purchase a tandem vibratory roller for use by the 

Borough’s Department of Public Works in providing essential 

services to the citizens of the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2, as recently amended, authorizes 

the local contracting units, without public advertising for bids 

and bidding there for, to purchase goods or contract for services 

through the use of a nationally-recognized and accepted 

cooperative purchasing agreement that has been developed utilizing 

a competitive bidding process by another contracting unit within 

the State of New Jersey, or within any other state, when 

available; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s purchasing consultant has advised 

that the tandem vibratory roller is available through the Houston-

Galveston Area Council Cooperative (“H-GAC”); and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the information obtained by the 

Borough’s purchasing consultant, the tandem vibratory roller may 

be purchased through H-GAC purchasing cooperative for a price of 

$30,450; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in order to purchase goods through H-GAC 

cooperative, it is necessary that a governmental entity apply for 

membership in the cooperative; and   

  

 WHEREAS, the Borough, subject to the performance of due 

diligence and consideration of cost savings that can be achieved 

through the use of cooperative purchasing from H-GAC for the 

tandem vibratory roller and receipt of all documentation from H-

GAC purchasing cooperative required by law, desires to  ratify the 

submittal of an application to H-GAC for membership in the 

cooperative; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the ratification of 

the filing of an application for membership in H-GAC purchasing 

cooperative and authorization of the execution of an agreement 

with H-GAC governing the terms of membership in the cooperative in 

order to purchase the tandem vibratory roller are necessary for 

the continued efficient operations of the Borough in providing 

vital municipal services to its citizens,  

 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the filing by Administrative 

Purchasing Consultants of an application for membership in H-GAC 

cooperative in order to purchase the tandem vibratory roller is 

hereby ratified; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement with H-GAC governing the terms of membership 

in the cooperative, subject to review by the Borough’s municipal 

attorney as to its terms; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon acceptance of the Borough 

for membership in the H-GAC purchasing cooperative, the Borough’s 

purchasing consultant and municipal attorney are authorized to 
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perform all such due diligence as may be necessary to ensure 

compliance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2 and all 

other laws and regulations of the State of New Jersey, including 

the consideration of cost savings associated with the purchase of 

the tandem vibratory roller from the H-GAC purchasing cooperative 

required by law.   

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution and a copy of the 

applications for membership in the H-GAC purchasing cooperative 

shall be available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

 

 

CA-13 - Authorizing Amendments to the Fire Department Stipend  

 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AMENDING THE FORT LEE FIRE DEPARTMENT  

       STIPEND PROGRAM  

 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted 

ordinance, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) instituted a stipend program for members of the Fort 

Lee Fire Department (“Stipend Program”) to encourage active 

recruitment, retention and participation by members of the Fire 

Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 55-27 authorized the Borough to 

establish the terms, conditions and governing rules applicable to 

the Stipend Program by resolution duly adopted by the Borough and 

provided for the amendment such terms and conditions by the 

Borough through subsequent resolutions in the sole discretion of 

the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the terms, conditions and governing rules 

applicable to the Stipend Program were established by a resolution 

duly adopted on May 14, 2009 by the Borough; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Chief of Fort Lee Fire Department has 

recommended to the Borough that the Stipend Program be amended to 

include the following provisions to address declining membership 

and fire call attendance, and resultant increases in response 

time; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the amendments of 

the Stipend Program recommended by the Chief of the Fort Lee Fire 

Department are necessary to address declining membership and fire 

call attendance, and resultant increases in response time for the 

benefit of the citizens of the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to authorize the inclusion of 

the following revised sections to the Stipend Program in the best 

interests of the Borough and the continued provision of volunteer 

fire services: 



 

Section 3:  In a case where wardens are on duty at their respective firehouses and they are 

dispatched by a silent alarm, credit shall be issued only to the wardens and other 

members from that company who actually respond to the alarm or their assigned 

firehouse. Silent alarms will not count against the total percentage of alarms 

required for calculating the stipend program for each fire company. All silent alarms 

must be approved by the Chief in order to be given stipend credit. 

 

For fire calls where only the Chief(s) or Assigned Duty Officer are dispatched, credit 

shall be given only to the dispatched individuals. No credit will be awarded to any 

other individuals unless their assigned companies are dispatched. 
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Section 7: All Chiefs and shall be exempt from signing in after a call. All other members must 

sign in after a call to receive credit. Chiefs shall be documented on the actual fire 

report. 

 

Section 8:  Members shall only receive credit for responding to incidents when their assigned 

company has been dispatched. The Chief(s) and Assigned Duty Officers shall receive 

credit for responding to all incidents. Each alarm shall count as one (1) stipend 

credit regardless of time of dispatch. 

 

Section 10: Deleted 

 

Section 12:  The company fire report will be left open for members to sign from the time the call 

is dispatched until the last piece of apparatus has returned to the firehouse this will 

be at the officer in charges discretion. 

 

Section 17a:  In order to receive payment at the 75% and above rate below, in addition to 

achieving a response percentage of 75% and above, all members with less than 15 

years of service in the Department must complete a minimum of one (1) overnight 

duty shift per month at their respective company for a total minimum of three (3) 

overnight duty shifts per quarter. Active Chiefs will be exempt from mandatory 

shifts.  For purposes of determining years of service time in the Department, a 

member’s service time shall commence on the date the Mayor & Council first passed 

a Resolution accepting the applicant into the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department 

and continue to present date, as adjusted by any service time subtraction defined in 

the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department Rules & Regulations (Administrative 

Policies and Procedures), as may be amended from time to time in the future.    

 

PAYMENT SCALE 

 

QUARTERLY PERCENTAGE QUARTERLY PAYMENT 

 

Less than 35% $       0.00 

  

35% to less than 45%  

 

$   934.59 

 

45% to less than 55%  

 

$1,869.19 

 

55% to less than 65% 

 

$2,076.85 

 

65% to less than 75% 

 

75% and above 

$2,284.55 

 

$2,634.55  

 

 

Section 18: STANDBY SHIFT PROGRAM 

 

III. DEFINITIONS 

 



A. Standby Duty Shift - a cohesive group of FLFD members with various levels 

of expertise, including a Shift Officer or senior member serving as 

supervisor. 

B. Shift Officer/Leader - A Lieutenant or Captain, or temporarily a senior 

member, responsible for coordinating shift activity, apparatus coverage, and 

crew discipline on their assigned shift. 

C. Duty Officer - a Fire Officer serving as the point of contact for FLFD 

personnel and as the first due command officer to fire/rescue incidents. 

D. Standby Program Administrator - the Fire Chief, or his designee, who is 

responsible for administration of the Standby Program. 
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E. Standby Week - week beginning at 23:00 hours on the Sunday preceding the 

scheduled week through 22:59 hours on the Sunday proceeding the next 

week. The week is based on the scheduled weekly assignment.  With pre-

approval of both company captains or their designees, a member may 

complete a duty shift at another firehouse with space permitting. 

F. Shift Credit - Stipend credit given to the individual members for working a 

Standby shift. 

 

V. STANDBY ORGANIZATION 

 

A. Standby Duty Shifts 

 

1. FLFD volunteer personnel are organized into 7 weeknight duty 

shifts on a weekly company rotation. 

2. Additionally there will be 7 Evening shifts available broken into 

two half shifts. 

3. Additionally there will be 2 daytime shifts on weekend days broken 

into 2 half shifts. 

 

B. Standby Duty Hours 

 

1. All eligible members may participate in the Standby  Program. 

 

a. Shifts - Standby duty hours are: 

 

Monday thru Friday: 16:00hrs to 19:30hrs 

 19:30hrs to 23:00hrs 

 23:00hrs to 06:00hrs 

 

Saturday, Sunday, Borough Holidays: 23:00hrs to 07:00hrs 

  07:00hrs to 11:30hrs 

 11:30hrs to 16:00hrs 

 16:00hrs to 19:30hrs 

 19:30hrs to 23:00hrs 

 

b. Members completing a Standby Shift will receive 2 Stipend 

Credits to be applied to their monthly call average for every 

full shift and 1 stipend credit for every half shift. 

c. Members shall be limited to a maximum of 10 Stipend Credits 

for Standby Shifts per calendar month, for a maximum total 

of 30 Stipend Credits per calendar quarter, except as noted 

below. 

d. In the event that a company has all or a portion of an 

additional duty week beyond the standard monthly duty week 

in a given quarter month, members of the affected company 

only may maintain an additional 5 Stipend Credits for 

Standby Shifts for a total of 15 Stipend Credits for that 

particular month. 

e. Members who wish to leave prior to the end of their shift 



must coordinate their departure time with their Officer prior 

to 2100 hours the previous night. Members are considered to 

have failed a Standby Shift should they leave the station prior 

to the end of the shift. Officers/senior members must account 

for those individuals they have permitted to leave early. 

 

VI. RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

A. Members 
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1. Members performing Standby hours are responsible for compliance 

with the requirements set forth in this policy and by the Rules and 

Regulations of the FLFD. 

 

B. Shift Officers 

 

1. The Shift Officer is responsible for the coordination of all shift 

activity and maintenance of accurate records related to the activity.  

 

2. The Shift Officer shall ensure that shift members accurately complete 

required entries for the purpose of record keeping. 

 

C. Standby Program Administration 

 

1. The Standby Program Administrator manages the overall Standby 

activity, including all pertinent records. 

 

2. The Executive Board of the FLFD conducts disciplinary hearings for 

Standby Program failures and determines alternative duty and special 

assignments. 

 

VII. ENFORCEMENT 

 

A. Failure to comply with the requirements of the Standby Policy will be 

considered insubordination, and relative discipline will be administered, as 

follows per the FLFD Rules and Regulations. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

3. The above amendments to the Fort Lee Fire Department 
Stipend Program are hereby approved by the Mayor and 

Council of the Borough. 

 

4. Any term, condition or governing rule applicable to the 
Fort Lee Fire Department Stipend Program or part thereof 

inconsistent with this Resolution is repealed to the 

extent of such inconsistency. 

 

 
 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

  

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 



R-1 – Amending Temporary Capital Budget  

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to establish the 

2014 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting 

therein the following projects, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee as follows: 

 

 Section 1.  The 2014 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough 

of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule 

to read as follows: 

 

Temporary Capital Budget of the 

Borough of Fort Lee 

County of Bergen 

Projects Scheduled for 2014 

Method of Financing 

 

                                       Capital 

                Est.       Imp.         

Project              Costs     Fund Grants   

 

Inwood Terrace Park     $125,000   5,953  119,047      

 Improvements 

 

Whiteman Street Road          $225,000            225,000 

 Improvements 

 

Replacement of a Generator    $250,000   11,095   238,095 

 

  

 Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to 

file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of 

Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State  

of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this 

project for 2014 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 

2014 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted.  

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

R-2 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for  

Carsalve Corp vs. Borough for Property Located at 2152  

Lemoine Avenue, Block 6151, Lot 9, for Tax Years 2011-2014  

 

 Councilman Cervieri recused himself on this matter. 

 

 Councilman  Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, Carsalve Corp. is the owner and taxpayer of property 

located at 2152 Lemoine Avenue, also known as Block 6151, Lot 9; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for the years 2011, 

2012 and 2013 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled 

Carsalve Corp. vs. Fort Lee, presently pending in the Tax Court; 

and 



 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney, the Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the 

matters be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in 

the best interests of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 
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necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Carsalve Corp. vs. Fort Lee, so that the complaints for 

tax years 2011, 2012 and 2013 will be withdrawn, and the 

assessments of $3,600,000 will remain intact; and for tax year 

2014, the assessment will be reduced from $3,600,000 to $3,000,000 

by way of Assessor’s Appeal, resulting in a credit to the 

taxpayer; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

  

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky 

 

 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 

 

 

R-3 - Approving Execution of a Developers Agreement with TGSI  

Development, LLC for Property Located 159, 165 & 167 Cedar  

Street, Block 4352, Lots 13, 14 & 15  

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself and left the podium on this 

matter. 

 

 Council President Pohan chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by TGSI 

Development, LLC (the “Developer”), for property located at Block 

4352, Lots 13, 14, 15 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, also know as 159, 165 & 167 Cedar Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey (the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 

Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough 

of Fort Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Special Counsel; and 

 

WHEREAS, proof of insurance coverage together with an a 

performance bond must be provided,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 

are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 

the Developer.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that proof of insurance coverage and receipt 



of a performance bond must be provided to the satisfaction of the 

Borough Attorney prior to the issuance of a building permit; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium at this point in the 

meeting and chaired the remainder of the meeting. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – congratulated Thomas Ottina for his years of 

dedicated service to the Borough of Fort Lee and wished him a 

prosperous retirement. 

 

 Spoke to the recently concluded 2014 birthday fundraiser “Pub 

Crawl” for legendary actor John Barrymore.  Money raised from the 

event went to the Fort Lee High School Drama Club. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – congratulated Captain Ottina upon his 

forthcoming retirement. 

 

 He stated that in conjunction with the Barrymore event that 

was just held the Fort Lee Museum will be having a new exhibit 

which is being referred to as “The Barrymore’s of Coytesville” 

which opened on Friday, February 14
th
 and will run through June 

29
th
.   

 

 He stated that the Fire Department has responded to 323 calls 

so far this year. If anyone is interested in becoming a 

firefighter please call 201-592-3500 ext 1013. 

 

 He praised the work of the (DPW) as well as the other 

borough’s emergency services for their efforts during this long, 

cold and extremely snowy winter. 

 

 He sent condolences to the family of retired Fort Lee Police 

Detective Robert Boylan, who recently passed away.  Robert was 

also past President of the Fort Lee Historical Society. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – congratulated Captain Ottina on his upcoming 

retirement. 

 

 He stated that currently there is a shortage of blood and 

anyone interested in donating blood should contact the Fort Lee 

Volunteer Ambulance Corp. 

 

 He also praised the efforts of the DPW in their handling of 

the snow during the past few weeks. 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – wished Captain Ottina the best of luck upon 

his retirement and praised Joanne Santiglia for her efforts over 

the years. 

 

 He announced that the Fort Lee High School Boys Bowling Team 

will be headed to the State Finals at Carolier Lanes in New 

Brunswick next Thursday morning. 

 

 It’s the first-ever finals birth in the history of the boys 

bowling team. 



 

 The team finished second in Group two on February 8
th
 at 

Bowler City which qualified them for the State finals.  Westwood 

won group two by 56 pins; however Fort Lee was without senior 

leader Ammad Qurasihi, Captain as well as Class President, who was 

overseas looking at colleges. 
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 Freshman David Grant led the way with a 651 followed by the 

Han brothers, junior, Theo Han 620, and senior, James Han with a 

615. 

 

 Rounding out the team were junior Phil Plucinski and freshman 

Luke Athanassopoulous and Chris Park. 

 

 David’s 651 placed 18
th
 out of approximately 150 bowlers who 

were qualifying for the individual State bowling championship; 

however, only the top nine qualified with the final cut being 681.  

The individual championship was held less than two weeks ago at 

Carolier Lanes and he will speak a little more about that event in 

a few moments. 

 

 The boys bowling team won the Big North American division for 

the second straight year which is the first time in Fort Lee High 

School history that they have repeated as league champions. 

 

 The boys also finished 6th out of 29 teams in the County 

championships held in early January which was also there highest 

finish ever.  This was based on five bowlers bowling six games 

which were split into morning and afternoon three game sessions. 

 

 Ammad had the high individual series for the Bridgemen in the 

afternoon session with a 681. 

 

 During the regular season David Grant and Phil Plucinski had 

the two highest weighted averages with a 188 and 180 respectively. 

 

 Also a nice hand for Senior Jake Rollins of Glen Rock who was 

the 9
th
 and last qualifier for the State tournament in Bergen 

County with the aforementioned 681 series and yet went on to win 

the State Championship by averaging over 235 for six games and 

then winning his two final games in a stepladder format.  And to 

top it off he shot a 300 in the championship match, his last high 

school game ever. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – congratulated Joanne Santiglia on the fine 

job she has done throughout the years.   

 

 She wished Captain Ottina well upon his retirement. 

 

 She spoke to the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign which commences on 

March 10
th
 and runs through June 2

nd
 at the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center.  The challenge includes weekly weigh-ins, 

motivational health classes and free two week membership to Club 

Metro.  For further information contract the health department at 

201-592-3500 ext 1510 or check the borough’s website at 

www.fortleenj.org. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – offered his congratulations to Captain 

Ottina upon his retirement. 

 

 He praised Joanne Santiglia who always put her best foot 

forward and presented Fort Lee in a positive light. 

 

 He announced that the Richard Nest Activity Center will be 



holding their Senior Dinner Dance on Sunday, March 9
th
 from 5:30 

p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  A fully catered meal of corned beef and cabbage 

will be served with live music by Peter Leiberman.  Seats can be 

reserved by calling Etta at 201-592-3500 ext. 1300 
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 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, and there 

being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 

objections at 8:50 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                            Thursday, January 16, 2014 @7:07 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Sargenti (Arrived at 7:15 p.m.), Kasofsky 

                (Arrived at 7:40 p.m.), Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT:  Councilman Goldberg 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Alfred Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 2, 2014, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 3, 2014, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 

mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 

the $10.00 fee for the year 2014 to cover the cost of providing 

notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that people asked him why he has been 

silent for so many months until certain things came to light.  

What motivates and drives him and what determines when he acts or 

not acts will only ever be when it involves the best interests of 

the community.  He had stated that until Wednesday and Thursday of 

last week there had been no need to comment regarding the GWB lane 

closures.  He said he will not speak about the subject from this 

day forward unless he views it in the best interests of the 

community.  Until then he will not be heard from again regarding 

this matter.  It’s only Fort Lee that motivates him and he 

believes the same can be said for the governing body.  This is one 

of the reasons he’s so proud to serve on this body.  Another 

reason for his forthcoming silence is that there are multiple 

investigations that are being convened.  It would not be in his or 

the community’s best interests to make any more comments until 

such time his community needs to be defended and/or protected or 

until such time his manhood needs to be protected. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich spoke to the Super Bowl security meeting that 

was held earlier today at the IZOD Center in East Rutherford.  The 

meeting was strictly for Mayors and Police Chiefs.  Fort Lee is 

within the critical perimeter of the Meadowlands.  He said if 

anyone had any doubts whether New Jersey was ready to handle 



security regarding this type of major event then rest assured 

there should be no doubts to the operation that will be in place, 

leading up to the game, during the game and after the game.  The  
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State Police are the lead agency for the event and they are headed 

up by Colonel Fuentes who spoke during the security briefing.  

Many other people also spoke at the event and there is a 

coordinated effort between multiple agencies to have this event 

goes off without a hitch. 

 

 

OATHS OF OFFICE 

              

FIRE CHIEFS’ SWEARING IN CEREMONY (OATHS OF OFFICE) 

 

Mayor Sokolich administered the Oaths of Office to the newly 

elected Lieutenants, Captains, Battalion Chief, Deputy Chief and 

Chief for the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department. 

 

2nd Lieutenants: Evrim Esen, Keith Sabatino, Eric Jaikissoon 

and Robert DeVito 

 

1st Lieutenants: Richard Onufrey, John Klein, Sr., Bryan 

Drumgoole and Patrizio Peluso 

 

Captains: Thomas Piper, Don Sauvageot, Lane Goldstein, and 

Christopher Richter 

 

Batallion Chief: Gary Krautmann – Fire Captain Don Sauvageot 

held the Bible and Fire Lieutenant John Klein, Sr., pinned on his 

badge. 

 

Deputy Chief: Chris Ipek - His sister Christine Lewis and his 

niece, Skye Lewis, held the Bible, and his father, Joseph, pinned 

on his badge. 

 

Chief: William Chiappane – His wife, Paula, held the Bible, 

and pinned on his badge. 

 

 

OUTGOING FIRE CHIEF’S SPEECH (Mark Sulcov) 

 

 Former Chief Sulcov thanked the Mayor and Council for their 

support over the past year.  He thanked his family and his fire 

department family.  The fire department responded to 1,459 alarms 

in 2013.  There was a strong influx of tech rescue calls on the 

Palisades Cliffs throughout the year.  Relationships with the 

Palisades Interstate Parkway and neighboring towns were 

solidified.  Problems that occurred throughout the year were 

remedied by the fire department members.  He believes he has left 

the department in better shape for the forthcoming year. 

 

 He congratulated all the new officers for 2014 and wished 

them good luck. 

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

 Chief Chiappane, Deputy Chief Ipek and Battalion Chief 

Krautmann, on behalf of the Fort Lee Fire Department presented 

former Chief Sulcov with a collection of his helmet shields and 

badges.  

 

 

FIRE CHIEF’S SPEECH (William Chiappane) 

 



 “I would like to share my thoughts with you on where I 

believe the Fort Lee Fire Department is today as a department as  
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well as provide my vision on what it can become in the future. Our 

task is challenging but I am absolutely confident that we are 

prepared to move ahead as a department, stronger and more capable 

than ever. As we map our future there are critical challenges 

facing us that we will be addressing?  

 

We must keep up with training, and with new technology. All new 

recruits must complete over 150 hours of firefighter one. We must 

not stop training as you learn something new every day.  

 

While we have much work ahead, I hope each member will reflect on 

your achievements over the past few years. I think you will find 

it rewarding and a sign that we can get things done.  

 

As Fire Chief, and with your support, we will continue our pursuit 

of resources, training, equipment and technology for the need of 

the department and its greatest resource: Our members. 

 

 In closing I would like to thank the following for their 

continued support: 

 

 The Mayor and Council 

 The Borough Administrator Al Restaino  

 The Borough Clerk Neil Grant 

 Kay Nest 

 Police Department 

 Ambulance Corp 

 The Fire Department Secretary Cindy Vida 

 The Former Chief’s for your words of wisdom 

 The Line Officer’s  

 Members of the Department 

 The Members of Fire Company #4  

 

 The most important people in my life my wife, Paula, my sons, 

Brandon and Justin for letting me accomplish what I have set out 

to do. Be the highest ranking officer in the Fire Department, 

Chief of the Department.” 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that on behalf of himself, the 

governing body and the community he thanked Chief Sulcov for his 

outstanding dedication and professionalism as Chief for 2013.  He 

added that Chief Sulcov is a tireless advocate for fire safety. 

 

 He welcomed Chief Chiappane back as Chief.  He also praised 

the tireless dedication of the fire department members.  The most 

important thing the fire department gives the town’s residents is 

peace of mind.  

 

 On behalf of the community he offered his congratulations to 

the outgoing Chief as well as all the incoming officers.”  

   

 Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess at this point in the 

meeting. 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, a short recess was approved and taken at 7:32 p.m. 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the meeting was reconvened at 7:41 p.m. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 19, 

2013/January 2, 2014 Recessed Meeting were approved. 

    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2014-1 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-12 

Establishing Salaries and Wages for Non-Union Personnel, Schedule 

(B) for the Borough Administrator for 2014-2016 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-12 SALARIES AND WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS, 

BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR, BOROUGH CLERK, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER, TAX 

COLLECTOR, TREASURER, TAX ASSESSOR AND CERTAIN NON-UNION 

EMPLOYEEES FOR 2013-2016,” was introduced and passed on first 

reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

February 13, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-2 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-25 

Establishing Salaries and Wages for White Collar Employees – 

Public Health Nurse Supervisor 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2014-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-15 SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE 

COLLAR EMPLOYEES FOR 2013-2016,” was introduced and passed on 

first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

February 13, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-3 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2011-4 for the 

Chief of Police and Establishing Salary for the Chief of Police 

from 2013-2019 and for the Deputy Chief of Police from 2013-2015 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky and carried, Ord. #2014-3 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2011-4 PROVIDING SALARY FOR THE CHIEF 

OF POLICE AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” 

was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

February 13, 2014. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 
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Ordinance #2014-4 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 37, Schedule 

XXII, Parking Prohibited When Road is Snow Covered – Morningside 

Lane East Side from Route 5 to Bluff Road 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2014-4 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 37, SCHEDULE XXII, OF THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED ‘PARKING PROHIBITED WHEN 

ROAD IS SNOW COVERED’,” was introduced and passed on first 

reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 13, 

2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-5 - Deleting Chapter 388, Section 10 & Section  

48, Schedule V: Time Limit Parking  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2014-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE II PARKING, SECTION 10 

PARKING TIME LIMITED ON CERTAIN STREETS, AND ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, 

SECTION 48, SCHEDULE V TIME LIMIT PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 13, 

2014. 

 

 

Ordinance #2014-6 - Amending Chapter 1, Section 17, Article III,    

Penalties for Failure to Remove Snow and Ice from Various Types  

of Properties 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2014-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS, ARTICLE II GENERAL 

PENALTIES, SECTION 17 MAXIMUM PENALTIES, OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 13, 

2014. 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-14, (except 

for CA-5, CA-6 and CA-10) which was removed by Mayor Sokolich for 

separate vote. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                  $8,401,304.40 
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Capital                                           44,724.57      

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                        282,286.00 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,872.50 

Trip Admissions                                         n/a 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         28,092.19   

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             200.00 

Community Development                                   n/a 

Redemption Account                               108,635.55 

School Resource Account                            1,400.00 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                    3,502.67  

Police Justice                                          n/a      

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                        $8,872,617.88 

 

 

CA-2 - Authorizing Temporary Hiring of Wendy Weissman as a Clerk  

Typist for the Fire Prevention Bureau - $15.00 Hourly – 

Retroactive to January 6th 

 

 WHEREAS, the Fire Prevention Bureau had made a request to the 

Mayor and Council to hire a temporary full time employee to fill 

in for an employee of their department, who will be on maternity 

leave,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Wendy Weissman be hired for this 

position at an hourly rate of $15.00, effective retroactively to 

January 6, 2014. 

 

 

CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Mike Sestanovich as a Part-Time  

Plumbing Inspector – $30.00 Hourly – Retroactive to January 1, 

2014 

 

 WHEREAS, the Building Department, has requested and have 

hired additional part-time personnel to handle the inspections on 

the Redevelopment 5 Project,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Mike Sestanovich be hired as a part-time 

Plumbing Inspector, with an effective date retroactive to January 

1, 2014 at $30.00 per hour.    

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Salary Increase for Jonathan O’Connor,  

Inventory Control Clerk for the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizen 

Center - $2,000.00 Salary Increase for Additional Duties 

 

 WHEREAS, Jonathan O’Connor, Inventory Control Clerk, with the 

Richard A. Nest Senior Center, has assumed additional duties in 

the Center; and  
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Jonathan O’Connor will receive a 

$2,000.00 salary increase, effective January 20, 2014.  

 

 

CA-7 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Millennium  

Strategies, LLC, Roseland, New Jersey for Grant Funding Consulting 

Services 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

   OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO MILLENNIUM  

   STRATEGIES, LLC FOR GRANT FUNDING CONSULTING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a company to investigate the availability of, and 

obtain, governmental and non-governmental funding opportunities 

for Borough projects; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received a 

quotation for the provision of grant funding consulting services; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) wish to award a contract for the provision of grant 

funding consulting services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for 

bids and bidding therefor, the purchase of any goods or services 

whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold of $36,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, Millennium Strategies, LLC (“Millennium”) has 

submitted a proposal, dated April 1, 2013, outlining the grant 

funding consulting services to be provided to the Borough for 

projects in order to maximize the Borough’s resources for the 

benefit of the Borough’s residents and business community; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Millennium for the 

provision of grant writing services is pursuant to a “non-fair and 

open” process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey 

Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, Millennium is required to complete and submit at least ten 

(10) days prior to the award of a contract a Political 

Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business 

Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made 

any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee 

in the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from 

making any reportable contributions through the term of the 

contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate have been submitted by Millennium and shall 

be placed and maintained on file at the office of the Borough 

Clerk; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has 

determined that sufficient funds are available to award a contract 

for the provision of grant funding consulting services; and 
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 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of grant 

funding consulting services is in the best interests of the 

Borough; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Millennium Strategies, LLC, 60 Roseland Avenue, 

Caldwell, New Jersey, shall be and is hereby appointed, pursuant to 

a “non-fair and open” process in accordance with the provisions of 

New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, to provide grant funding 

consulting services in accordance its proposal, dated April 1, 

2013, attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to 

and contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and 

substance satisfactory to the Borough. 

 

 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive 

bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, 

specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the goods 

or services does not exceed the bidding threshold and the Borough 

has obtained competitive quotations for the goods or services. 

 

 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough and Millennium, providing for 

total compensation for the provision of grant funding and 

consulting services in accordance with its proposal to the Borough 

in an amount not to exceed $36,000.00, and further memorializing the 

scope of work and such other terms and conditions as may be 

necessary; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Chief Financial 

Officer has certified that funds are available for the contract; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 

contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 

Clerk’s office; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 

the award of the contract in a newspaper as required by law. 

 

 

CA-8 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to McNerney and  

Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey for the Provision of Appraisal 

Services   

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

   THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed appraiser to provide professional appraisal 

services related to complaints filed with the Tax Court 

challenging the Borough’s total assessment for individual 

properties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
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formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 

McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 

professional appraisal services from time to time as the need 

arises; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of appraisals with regard to 

the properties that are the subject of Tax Court challenges; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services is pursuant to a “non-fair and open” process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) 

days prior to the award of a contract a Political Contribution 

Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 

the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 

any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate have been submitted by McNerney and shall 

be placed and maintained on file at the office of the Borough 

Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney on an as needed basis 

shall be according to proposals for each individual matter as 

approved by the Mayor and Council; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for professional appraisal 

services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 

07452 shall be and is hereby appointed, pursuant to a “non-fair and 

open” process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey 

Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, to perform professional  
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appraisal services on an as needed, subject to the submittal of 



proposals for each individual matter and the approval of the Mayor 

and Council. 

 

 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975, c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of this contract award shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-9 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for the Design, Bid Phase and Construction 

Phase for Placement of an Emergency Generator at Police 

Headquarters - Fee Not Exceed $9,600.00 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 

perform design, bid, and construction phase services related to 

the procurement and installation of an emergency generator at the 

Fort Lee Police Department;  and 

 

 WHEREAS, the performance of the perform design, bid and 

construction phase services is necessary to determine the 

requirements for the emergency generator, procure the emergency 

generator and its installation through public bidding, and inspect 

the installation work to ensure its compliance with the design 

plans; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 

professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated December 12, 2013, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 

services related to the procurement and installation of an 

emergency generator at the Fort Lee Police Department; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 



available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services for this 

phase of the project will be performed by Boswell at a cost not-

to-exceed $9,600, and the contract for such professional 

engineering services is awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” 

process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has 

determined that funds are available for this purpose; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering services to perform design, bid, and 

construction phase services related to the procurement and 

installation of an emergency generator at the Fort Lee Police 

Department is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

professional engineering services related to the performance of 

design, bid, and construction phase services related to the 

procurement and installation of an emergency generator at the Fort 

Lee Police Department in accordance with its proposal, dated 

December 12, 2013, attached hereto and made a part hereof, for a 

cost not-to-exceed $9,600.00, and the terms and provisions of the 

agreement by and between Boswell and the Borough, dated as of 

January 1, 2014, for services as the Borough Engineer. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published as 

may be required by law, and this resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-11 - Endorsing Support for PSE&G’s Energy Strong Program 

 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PSE&G’S ENERGY STRONG PROGRAM 

 

     BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee of the County of Bergen and State of New Jersey as 

follows: 
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     WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has experienced a series of 

extreme weather events over the last two years, including but not 

limited to: Hurricane Irene, the October 2011 snowstorm, Super 



storm Sandy and an accompanying Nor’easter; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee was impacted by said extreme 

weather events, including but not limited to: (mention damages, 

outages, etc. that municipality experienced); and 

 

     WHEREAS, Public Service Electric and Gas Company (“PSE&G”) 

provides the Borough of Fort Lee electric and/or gas service; and 

 

     WHEREAS, said extreme weather events severely damaged PSE&G 

infrastructure, including but not limited to:  flooded electrical 

substations due to storm surges, downed power lines and poles due 

to high winds and fallen trees, and the destruction of gas meters 

due to contact with water; and 

 

     WHEREAS, said damages to PSE&G infrastructure contributed to 

the Borough of Fort Lee’s said impacts; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“BPU”) 

issued an order on January 23, 2013 directing the State’s electric 

and gas utilities, including PSE&G, to implement certain 

recommendations in the area of: “Preparedness efforts”, 

“Communications”, Restoration and response”, “Post event”, and 

“Underlying infrastructure issues”); and 

 

     WHEREAS, PSE&G submitted an infrastructure filing on February 

20, 2013 entitled “Energy Strong”; and 

 

     WHEREAS, “Energy Strong” proposes an investment of $3.9B 

worth of infrastructure projects over a 10 year period to enhance 

“PSE&G’s electrical and gas system, including but not limited to: 

fortifying electrical stations, replacing and modernizing cast 

iron gas mains, deploying smart grid technologies, improving pole 

distribution systems, creating more redundancies, undergrounding 

of electricity lines, and protecting gas metering stations; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee would benefit from the 

proposed investments in the “Energy Strong” filing, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee 

formally declares its support for PSE&G’s “Energy Strong” program. 
 

 

CA-12 - Approving Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from  

Rodem House Inc., at 1629 Schlosser Street to Joe & Max Inc., t/a 

Dora Dora  

 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to-person 

transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-041-012, 

heretofore issued to Rodem House Inc., t/a Dora Dora located at 

1629 Schlosser Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 

been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 

to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 

local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 

authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
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of the license and the licensed business and all additional 

financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 

 



 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 

certificate for the person-to-person transfer from the State of 

New Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, 

Trenton, New Jersey, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing 

Body does hereby approve the person-to-person transfer of the 

aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to Joe & Max Inc. t/a 

Dora Dora at 1629 Schlosser Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024, 

effective January 16, 2014 and does hereby direct the Borough 

Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership. 

 

 

CA-13 - Authorizing and Directing the Planning Board to Review and  

Recommend Amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 

Area 6 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE TO PREPARE, REVIEW AND RECOMMEND AMENDMENTS TO THE 

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 6 LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Local 

Redevelopment and Housing Law, as amended and supplemented, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. (the “Local Redevelopment and Housing 

Law”), the Borough is charged with responsibility for implementing 

redevelopment plans and carrying out redevelopment projects in the 

Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with the criteria set forth in the 

Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, the Borough designated an 

area in need of redevelopment which includes Block 5452, Lots 3 

and 4, formerly known as Block 5402, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 15, 

within the Borough (“Redevelopment Area 6”); and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Local 

Redevelopment and Housing Law, the Borough has undertaken efforts 

to develop a program for the redevelopment of the Redevelopment 

Area; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in furtherance of the Borough's objectives, the 

Borough entered into a Redevelopment Agreement with Sapthagiri, 

LLC, as the Redeveloper (“Redeveloper”) for Redevelopment Area 6 

on June 14, 2007 (the “2007 Redevelopment Agreement”, which 2007 

Redevelopment Agreement was amended in August 2011; and    

 

 WHEREAS, the Redeveloper has requested certain amendments to 

the Redevelopment Plan due to changes in market conditions and 

such amendments require certain actions by the Borough Planning 

Board and Borough Council; and  

  

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7, the Borough hereby 

directs the Planning Board to prepare, review and recommend 

amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 6,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council, that the Borough Planning Board is hereby directed and 

authorized to prepare, review and recommend amendments to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 6; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of the 

preparation and review of any amendments to the Redevelopment Plan 

by the Borough Planning Board, it shall recommend such amendments 

for adoption by the Borough Council; and   



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 

effect immediately.  

 

 

CA-14 - Approving Police Off-Duty Extra Employment Fee Schedule 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE REVISING THE FEES FOR OFF-DUTY POLICE SERVICES 

 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to revise the fees for off-

duty services performed by members of the Fort Lee Police 

Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, the revision of the fees for off-duty services 

performed by members of the Fort Lee Police Department is in the 

best interests of the Borough and is necessary for its efficient 

operation, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey, that the fees for off-duty services performed by members 

of the Fort Lee Police Department shall be revised to provide as 

follows: 

 

1. $60 per hour for traffic and construction with a 

four hour minimum 

 

2. $75 per hour for movie shoots with a four hour 

minimum 

 

3. $50 per day for police cars for traffic and 

construction, and movie shoots 

 

4. $50 per hour for private entity details with a four 

hour minimum 

 

5 $50 per hour for Board of Education details with a 

two hour minimum 

 

6. Billing, scheduling and administrative services 

shall be performed consistent with past established 

practices 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no further action of the 

Borough shall be required. 

 

 Marvin Bodin, 101 Joyce Road, Hartsdale, New York, stated 

that he represents concerned grandparents which he has been 

involved with for two decades.  He spoke about the lane closures 

and specifically about open road tolling which basically involved 

having no barriers when driving.  He believes the Mayor and 

Council should offer up this suggestion to the Port Authority to 

ease some of the traffic on the George Washington Bridge.  He 

recommended eliminating some of the toll booths but there would 

still be E-Z pass lanes.  He has made this suggestion to the Port 

Authority at their meetings as for the last ten years he has gone 

to Washington many times as an advocate of open road tolling.  He 

believes the traffic manuals have to be updated for current times. 

All of the electronic readers can be underground as only the 

maintenance people need to know where they are located. In short,  
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the current setup on both the lower and upper levels causes 

nothing but backups, pollution and accidents. 

  

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the borough in the near future 



will be meeting with the new Deputy Executive Director of the Port 

Authority and he believes that Mr. Bodin’s suggestions can 

certainly be discussed and looked into when the borough meets with 

the new executive director. 

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-14, except 

for CA-5, CA-6 and CA-10) was approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on the next three items and 

left the podium.  The three resolutions listed below are numbered 

as R-A, R-B and R-C. 

 

 Council President Pohan chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 

R-A/CA-5 - Approving Execution of a Developers Agreement with 

Cedar Street Associates, LLC for Property Located at 140 Cedar  

Street and 1639 Federspiel Street, Block 4352, Lots 6 and 7 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT  

LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND CEDAR STREET ASSOCIATES, 

LLC 

 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Cedar 

Street Associates, LLC (the “Developer”) for property located at 

Block 4352, Lots 6 and 7 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, also know as 140 Cedar Street and 1639 Federspiel 

Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey (the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 

Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough 

of Fort Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Special Counsel; and 

 

WHEREAS, proof of insurance coverage together with an a 

performance bond must be provided,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 

are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 

the Developer.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that proof of insurance coverage and receipt 

of a performance bond must be provided to the satisfaction of the 

Borough Attorney prior to the issuance of a building permit; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
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 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 



 

 

R-B/CA-6 - Approving Execution of a Developers Agreement with 

Torosian Construction, LLC for Property Located 147 Cedar Street, 

Block 4352, Lot 8 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT  

LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND TOROSIAN CONSTUCTION, 

LLC 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Torosian 

Construction, LLC (the “Developer”), for property located at Block 

4352, Lot 8 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

also know as 147 Cedar Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey (the 

“Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 

Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough 

of Fort Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Special Counsel; and 

 

WHEREAS, proof of insurance coverage together with an a 

performance bond must be provided,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 

are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 

the Developer.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that proof of insurance coverage and receipt 

of a performance bond must be provided to the satisfaction of the 

Borough Attorney prior to the issuance of a building permit; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 

R-C/CA-10 - Authorizing Payment to Gotthold Paving LLC, Edgewater,  

New Jersey for Emergency Sewer Repairs Made to 2169 Route 4 East - 

$19,500.00  

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, an emergency condition existed at 2169 Route 4 East 

and  
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 WHEREAS, the sewer line has collapsed and needs to be 

repaired  

 

 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 

Department of Public Works, and the Superintendent of Sewers, 



Gotthold Paving has been retained at a price of $19,500.00,  

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes payment to Gotthold Paving 

LLC, PO Box 205, Edgewater NJ 07020; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 

certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of 

the Borough Clerk and funds are available under capital account 

#04-2150-55-2730-001. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

        Cervieri 

 

 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 

remainder of the meeting. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED/MAYOR’S NOMINATIONS 

 

R-1 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering, South 

Hackensack, New Jersey to Serve as the Borough’s Traffic Engineer 

for 2014 (As-Needed Basis) 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering to serve 

as the Borough’s Traffic Engineer for 2014. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of engineer for the year 2014 to 

serve as Traffic Engineer on an as needed basis; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, Boswell McClave possesses the requisite expertise 

and skilled personnel required to provide professional traffic 

engineering services required by the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

Open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., by 

issuing a Request for Qualifications for Traffic Engineering 

Services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, an RFQ for Traffic Engineering Services was 

previously authorized by the Borough and issued through a “fair  
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and open process”  commencing on November 20, 2013 returnable by 

December 18, 2013 and publicly opened on December 19, 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that the 

services of Boswell McClave Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue, 



South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 will be the most advantageous 

to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Boswell McClave 

Engineering, to serve as the Borough’s Traffic Engineer for the  

Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough received timely and complete 

Qualification Statements from Boswell McClave Engineering   

including a Business Registration Certificate and Certificate of 

Affirmative Action compliance prior to entering into a contract; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Boswell 

McClave Engineering for the provision of professional traffic 

engineering services is in the best interests of the Borough and 

the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the aforesaid firm ise hereby appointed  

as Traffic Engineer for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 

way of the municipal budget to compensate said Traffic Engineers 

on an as needed basis by the Borough; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Traffic 

Engineers for the year 2014 shall be approved and paid in the 

manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 

to be entered into between the parties; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

 

R-2 - Awarding Contract to Remington, Vernick & Arango Engineers,  

Secaucus, New Jersey to Serve as the Borough’s Traffic  

Engineer for 2014 (As Needed-Basis) 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of engineer for the year 2014 to 

serve as Traffic Engineer on an as-needed basis; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 



“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, Remington & Vernick Engineers possesses the 

requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 

professional traffic engineering services required by the Borough; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

Open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., by 

issuing a Request for Qualifications for Traffic Engineering 

Services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, an RFQ for Traffic Engineering Services was 

previously authorized by the Borough and issued through a “fair 

and open process”  commencing on November 20, 2013 returnable by 

December 18, 2013 and publicly opened on December 19, 2013; and 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that the 

services of Remington, Vernick & Arango Engineers, 300 Penton 

Avenue, 3
rd
 Floor, Secaucus, New Jersey 07094 will be the most 

advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Bemington, Vernick & 

Arango Engineers, to serve as the Borough’s Traffic Engineer for 

the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough received timely and complete 

Qualification Statements from Boswell McClave Engineering   

including a Business Registration Certificate and Certificate of 

Affirmative Action compliance prior to entering into a contract; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to   for the 

provision of professional traffic engineering services is in the 

best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the aforesaid firm is hereby appointed  

Bemington, Vernick & Arango Engineers as Traffic Engineer for the 

year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 

way of the municipal budget to compensate said Traffic Engineers 

on an as needed basis by the Borough; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Traffic 

Engineers for the year 2014 shall be approved and paid in the 

manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 

to be entered into between the parties; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 



R-3 - Awarding Contract to Paul Phillips of the Firm Phillips 

Preiss Grygiel LLC., Hoboken, New Jersey, to Serve as the 

Borough’s Planner for 2014 – Fee Not to Exceed $42,750.00  

  

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Paul Phillips of the firm Phillips 

Preiss Grygiel LLC, as the Borough’s Planner for 2014. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the services of a Borough Planner for 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 

the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 

appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation 

within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips Preiss 

Grygiel LLC posesses the requisite expertise and skilled personnel 

required to provide professional planning services required by the 

Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 

Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 

$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 

contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 

member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 

committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 

the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 

business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 

process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 

(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 

(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 

that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 

of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 

writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitation of 

qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 

announce the qualifications when awarded; and 

 

WHEREAS, an RFQ for Borough Planner services was previously 

authorized by the Borough and issued under a “fair and open 

process” commencing on November 20, 2013, returnable by December 

18, 2013 and publicly opened on December 19, 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

Borough Planner services of Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 

Preiss Grygiel LLC., 33-41 Newark Street, Third Floor, Suite D,  

Regular Meeting                                   January 16, 2014    

                                                     Page #21 

 

Hoboken, New Jersey 07030 will be the mist advantageous to the 

Borough all relevant factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Paul Phillips and the 

firm of Phillips Preiss Grygiel LLC to serve as Borough Planner 

for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a timely and complete 



Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Paul 

Phillips and the firm of Phillips Preiss Grygiel LLC for the 

provision of professional planning services is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 

Preiss Shapiro Associates said Borough Planner be and is hereby 

appointed as Borough Planner for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 

way of the municipal budget to compensate said Borough Planner; 

and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Borough  

Planner for year 2014 shall be a fee not to exceed $42,750.00; and 

that all claims shall be approved and paid in the manner set forth 

in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement to be entered 

into between the parties; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a  

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-4 - Awarding Contract to Administrative Purchasing Consultants, 

214 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, as the Borough’s Purchasing 

Consultant for 2014 - $75,000.00  

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Maureen Holtje of Administrative 

Purchasing Consultants to serve as the Borough’s Purchasing 

Consultant for 2014. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 

the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 

appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation  

within the municipality; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
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Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient 

operation; and 

 

     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, Maureen Holtje of Administrative Purchasing 

Consultants possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide professional purchasing services 



required by the Borough; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 

Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of  

$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 

contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 

member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 

committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 

the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 

business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 

process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq., and  

 

     WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 

(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 

(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 

that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 

of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 

writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitations of 

qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 

announce the qualifications when awarded; and 

 

     WHEREAS, an RFQ for Purchasing Consultant services was  

previously authorized by the Borough and issued a “fair and open  

process” commencing on November 20, 2013, returnable by December 

18, 2013 and publicly opened on December 19, 2013; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

Purchasing Consulting Services of Administrative Purchasing 

Consultants, 214 Main Street, 3
rd
 Floor, Fort Lee, New Jersey 

07024 will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant 

factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Administrative 

Purchasing Consultants to serve as the Borough’s Purchasing 

Consultant for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2014; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Borough has received a timely and complete 

Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to  

Administrative Purchasing Consultants for the provision of 

professional purchasing consulting services is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, and 

 

     WHEREAS, funds will be available by the way of the municipal 

budget to compensate said Purchasing Consultant,  
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    NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Purchasing Consultant is hereby  

appointed for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 

and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Purchasing 

Consultant for the year 2014 shall be $75,000 as listed below. 

 

      

 Borough of Fort Lee      $58,500 



 Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center     16,500 

 

; and 

 

    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all claims shall be approved and 

paid in the manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to 

an agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof.    

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

 

R-5 - Awarding Contracts to Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie,  

L.L.P, Dario, Yacker, Suarez & Albert, LLC, to Serve as Conflict 

Counsels for 2014 (As-Needed Basis) 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie, 

L.L.P., and Dario, Yacker, Suarez & Albert, LLC. to serve as the 

Borough’s Conflict Counsels for 2014 on an as-needed basis. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

       A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING  

       THE AWARD OF CONTRACTS FOR PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SERVICES 

 

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain the services of a 

licensed attorney to serve as the Borough’s Conflict Counsel and 

provide professional legal services as may be required to the 

Borough during 2014; and 

  

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged  

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, an RFQ for Conflict Counsel services was authorized 

by the Borough and issued through a “fair and open process”  

commencing on November 20, 2013 returnable by December 18, 2013 

and publicly opened on December 19, 2013; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of the 

following counsel to perform professional legal services as  
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Conflict Counsel to the Borough during 2014: 

 

 Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie, L.L.P. 

     2200 Fletcher Avenue 

     9W Office Center 

 Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

 Dario, Yacker, Suarez & Albert, LLC 

     345 Union Street 

     Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 

  



; and 

 

 WHEREAS, each of the above attorneys possesses the requisite 

expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 

legal services as may be necessary by the Borough in the event of 

a conflict; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of authorizing the award of 

a contract to each of the attorneys listed above for professional 

legal services as the Borough’s Conflict Counsel during 2014 in 

accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public 

Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the contracts for professional legal services to be 

performed by conflict counsel are awarded pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that funds are available 

for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of contracts by the Borough to each of 

the attorneys listed above for the provision of professional legal 

services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of these contract are necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of the Borough 

of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 

follows: 

 

 1. That the following attorneys shall be and are hereby 

appointed to serve as Conflict Counsel to the Borough and perform 

such professional legal services as may be necessary during 2014: 

 

 Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie, L.L.P. 

     2200 Fletcher Avenue 

     9W Office Center 

 Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

 Dario, Yacker, Suarez & Albert, LLC 

     345 Union Street 

     Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 

  

 2. That each attorney is specifically placed on notice that 

it will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action 

regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
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 3. That a notice of the award of a contract to all such 

attorneys shall be published in accordance with the requirements of 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Borough Clerk is authorized and directed, in 

accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to 

cause this Resolution for the award of the contracts to be filed  

and available for inspection at the offices of the Clerk. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 



 The Resolution was approved unanimously.   

 

 

APPOINTMENT 

 

Planning Board Alternate 

 

    Mayor Sokolich stated that at this time he has no appointment 

for the currently vacant planning board alternate position. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – stated that five years ago the New Jersey Hall 

of Fame was established.  This year’s inductees included Dionne 

Warwick, President Grover Cleveland, Whitney Houston, former 

Governor Thomas Kean and Alice Guy Blache.  Alice Guy Blache was 

born in France, came to the United States and built Solax Studio 

in Fort Lee in 1912.  This is where she directed, wrote and 

produced hundreds of films between 1912 and World War I.  She is 

believed to be one of the first women movie directors in the 

world.  Tom Meyers, representing the Fort Lee Film Commission, is 

a voting member to the New Jersey Hall of Fame Commission and he 

was able to plead his case for Ms. Blache and ultimately she was 

inducted into the New Jersey Hall of Fame this past Wednesday 

night. 

 

 He stated that 2014 Birthday Fundraiser “Pub Crawl” for 

legendary actor, John Barrymore will be held on Saturday, February 

15
th
 at 6:00 p.m.  Following the ceremony the “pub crawl” will 

make stops at In Napoli Restaurant, JD’s, Santorini Taverna and 

end up with a trip to the GW Grill on Hudson Terrace.  Tickets are 

$20.00 which includes pizza and soft drinks at the GW Grill. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – stated that in conjunction with the Barrymore 

event the Fort Lee Museum will be having a new exhibit which is 

being referred to as “The Barrymore’s of Coytesville” which will 

open on Friday, February 14
th
 and run through June 29

th
.  There 

will two fundraisers including the “pub crawl” which will raise 

money for the Fort Lee High School Drama Club. 

 

 He also congratulated the late Celia Cruz who was also 

elected to the New Jersey Hall of Fame.  She was also a resident 

of the borough.  

 

 He congratulated the fire department officers who took their 

oaths of office earlier this evening.   

 

 He said anyone interested in becoming a volunteer fire 

fighter should call 201-592-3500 ext 1013. 
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Councilman Sargenti – also offered his congratulations to the 

incoming fire department officers. 

 

 He stated that tomorrow at 12:00 noon there will be a tour of 

the renovated communications center at the police facility.  

Anyone interested in seeing the renovations should contact the 

police department.  

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Dean Tominelli singers 

will be performing at the Fort Lee Library on Sunday, January 19th 

at 2:00 p.m.  The songs performed will be from the Great American 



Songbook. 

 

 She stated that flu shots are still available in the health 

department for anyone who hasn’t yet received a flu shot. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – congratulated Chief Sulcov on the fine job 

he did as Chief of the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department in 2013.  

The fire department has been left in good hands and he expects 

that Chief Chiappane will bring it even further along in 2014 to 

make it the best fire department in New Jersey. 

 

 He stated that the borough has an outstanding group of 

volunteers and the borough’s emergency services are second to 

none.  The borough has one of the safest communities and that is 

because of all the fine work the police department does to make 

sure that all of the people in Fort Lee remain safe.  He thanked 

Chief Bendul for his efforts and added that the Chief has the full 

support of the mayor and governing body. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – thanked the governing body for their counsel and 

assistance and has he has said publicly before, that he could not 

be mayor without that assistance. 

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting 

 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 

Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and there being 

no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned into closed 

session with no objections at 8:12 p.m.   

 

       

RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a Public Body to go into 

closed session during a Public Meeting; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 

deemed it necessary to go into closed session to discuss a certain  

matter which is exempted from the Public, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee will go into closed session for the following 

reason as outline in N.J.S.A, 10:4-12: 

Regular Meeting                                   January 16, 2014 

                                                          Page #27  

 

 Any matter involving the employment, appointment, termination 

of employment, terms and conditions of employment, evaluation of 

the performance promotion or disciplining of any specific 

prospective public officer or employee or current public officer  

or employee employed or appointed by the public body, unless all 

individual employees or appointees whose rights could be adversely 

affected request in writing that such matter or matters be 

discussed at a public meeting; 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the meeting was moved into closed 

session at 8:13 p.m. to discuss the following matter. 

 



 Personnel: EMS Coordinator   

       

 There being no further discussion, the meeting room door was 

opened and on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by 

Councilman Sohmer, with no public in attendance, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

 

  

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REORGANIZATION MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

Thursday, January 2, 2014 @6:00 p.m. 

 

 The Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council 

Chambers, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 

New Jersey. 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,    

Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

     Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 



     J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

      

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 All members of this body have been advised both orally and in 

writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 

place, and proposed agenda hereof: 

 

 On December 20, 2013 a written notice of the time, place, and 

proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 

Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 

 

 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 

THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE and a copy was 

filed with the Borough Clerk. 

 

 On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have 

requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed 

for the year 2013. 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

 Rabbi Meir Berger of the New Synagogue offered the invocation 

for the New Year. 

  

OATHS OF OFFICE 

 

 Jan Goldberg was sworn in as a Councilman by Judge DeSheplo. 

His wife, Jane held the Bible, as he took his Oath of Office. 

 

 Ila Kasofsky was sworn in as a Councilwoman by Mayor 

Sokolich.  Neil Grant, Borough Clerk, held the Bible, as she took 

her Oath of Office. 

 

MAYOR’S SPEECH 

 

“As I said at the outset, we’re going to try to move 

this along as best we can, especially in light of the 

inclement weather. 

 

Traditionally at Reorganization is the State of the 

Borough Address, which I will commence. 
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  Years ago when we first started, at least when I 

first started -- I became Mayor six years ago -- we made a 

slew of promises to the Borough and we continued to use the 

word renaissance.  We were hopeful that we were going to 

start a renaissance here.  We were hopeful that we were 

going to change a culture. 

 

  And these are commitments that you do not just 

achieve by accomplishing one or two tasks.  They are a 

place.  They are a -- an accomplishment, an achievement that 

will take several years to accomplish by changing peoples’ 

mindsets, by regaining a confidence in the Borough.  And I 

believe that Fort Lee is well on its way to reaching those 

milestones. 



 

  We are soon to become what I believe to be the most 

enviable place in Northern New Jersey to live and to raise 

your family.  We have a lot of things that are going on 

right now.  We’ve been called one of the more progressive 

communities in the State of New Jersey.  We are the gateway 

community to the entire State. 

 

  I will tell you over the course of the last several 

months I’ve never cut more ribbons and attended more 

groundbreakings.  And I think that that’s important because 

I believe that it establishes and confirms that there’s a 

level of confidence that people now have.  Those that want 

to invest in their businesses here, if they want to make 

their living here, if they want to spend money and 

rehabilitate buildings and open their restaurants and their 

places of business.  I believe that to be very, very telling 

and we’re very proud of that. 

 

  Two thousand and thirteen brought Fort Lee tremendous 

progress and tremendous achievement.  I’ll venture to guess 

that in 2013 more was accomplished around here than perhaps 

in prior ten year period and I don’t believe that to be an 

overstatement. 

 

  Redevelopment Area 5 continued full speed ahead.  

You’ll recall that for years we were talking about when was 

this 45 year old property that laid fallow, when was it 

going to start.  Not only has it started but it’s got far 

along the way. 

 

  Soon you will have a multitude of restaurants to 

choose from and shops and Friday nights, Thursday nights, a 

place to meet your friends.  You’re not going to be leaving 

Fort Lee; you’re going to stay right here in the town where 

you live and work. 

 

 We are in the midst of a billion dollar redevelopment 

that’s had 45 years of false starts and you don’t need me to 

remind you of that.  We’ve completed and topped off one of 

the residential buildings on the east parcel.  Two thousand 

and fourteen will be devoted to constructing the interior of 

that luxury residential dwelling.  And by the end of 

2014/2015 they will start to populate it. 

 

 The western portion, which is devoted predominantly to 

retail, approximately 170,000 square feet of it, is also well  
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underway and 2014 will see great progress.  

 

 We already have our first anchor tenant at the West 

Development and that’s IPIC Movie Theaters, which I will 

tell you is also something that establishes a level of 

confidence in our community.  Because operations such as 

that don’t just come here without doing their demographic 

studies, without doing an analysis of the area to make sure 

that their business will be viable here in Fort Lee and the 

surrounding area. 

 

 2013 also saw the commencement of Fort Lee’s first 

Special Improvement District.  We are very, very proud of 

this initiative.  It is an incredible undertaking.  It’s a 



group of folks in a non-partisan agency, which has been 

established solely and exclusively to deal with Main Street 

and the territorial boundaries that surround Main Street.  

We anticipate putting it in full swing in the first, if not 

the second, quarter of 2014 and we look forward to great 

progress.  

  

 We have already established some things through that 

District but we’ve made commitments to you that we were 

going to improve Main Street and I will tell you this is 

perhaps the most important step we could possibly take. 

 

 And I extend my gratitude to the folks that serve on 

that Board of Directors because the commitment is an 

incredibly detailed commitment requiring vast amount of 

personal time from each of them and we applaud your efforts. 

 

 2013 saw Fort Lee not ignore what happened in the past 

with Sandy but saw Fort Lee acting very proactively.  

  

 We’ve put into place Radio Band 1630, which is an 

emergency radio band devoted exclusively to the citizens of 

Fort Lee.  So that we can hear from our Police Chief real 

time, you can hear from me, you can hear from other 

representatives of government and our emergency service 

agencies during times of crisis and that’s very important. 

 

 We’ve also put in, replaced and installed where they 

weren’t previously, generators throughout the Borough so 

that if in the event of another disaster such as Hurricane 

Sandy we’ll have places for people to congregate, warming 

stations; we’ll make sure that emergency service agencies 

remain completely operational. 

 

 2013 saw Fort Lee introduce, amongst a very few in the 

State of New Jersey, closed-captioning at their public 

hearings, like this meeting that you’re in right now. 

 

 For a town the size of Fort Lee to be able to boast 

that it’s public meetings, the Mayor and Council meetings, 

are now under closed-captioned, is an incredible achievement 

and we’re very, very happy with that. 

 

 2013 saw a new Police Chief and Deputy Police Chief 

introduced to the Fort Lee Police Department.  We’ve said 

this once, we’ve said it many times in the past, Fort Lee’s  
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Police Department is amongst the very best in the State of 

New Jersey.  Chief Bendul is in attendance this evening and 

so far so good.  We’re incredibly proud of Chief Bendul and 

Deputy Chief Ford, as we are of the entire Fort Lee Police 

Department. 

 

 Chief, thank you for your commitment and thank you for 

what you’ve achieved thus far.  We expect greatness ahead as 

well. 

 

 On that same line, government during the course of 2013 

remained ever so committed to their emergency service 

agencies; investing in great technologies, in additional 

vehicles, in other resources and supplies. 



 

 No matter what the financial constraints that we face, 

we always viewed that emergency service agencies and the 

quality of lives of our residents and the safety of our 

residents are of paramount significance.  And our investment 

in those emergency service agencies is testament to the fact 

that you’re safety is of paramount importance to us. 

 

 And that’s why our response times are incredible.  

That’s why the folks that we have on our agency staff accept 

and deal with more training than perhaps any other in the 

area because we have committed volunteers -- actually 

volunteers and paid who are committed to keeping you safe 

and we are all very, very proud of them. 

 

 As I said at the outset, 2013 saw a resurgence of 

business in Fort Lee second to none. 

 

 And why that’s important; that’s important because it’s 

not just us bragging about our town.  It’s not just 

residents talking about, wow, this is good about Fort Lee, 

this is bad about Fort Lee.  These are intelligent business 

people that conduct a study, that conduct market analyses 

and reached a conclusion that Fort Lee is a good place to 

open, start and operate a business. 

 

 Everything from wings to coffee shops to beauty salons 

to restaurants.  And what’s interesting is some of these 

businesses didn’t open up in the obvious retail sectors in 

Redevelopment Area 5 or on Main Street.  They’re in other 

areas of Fort Lee that even I as the Mayor didn’t expect 

them to open up, which to me is testament to the fact that 

Fort Lee is beginning to regain that allure that it once 

had, that place where we were the place to be, that 

progressive community in east Bergen County known as Fort 

Lee, New Jersey.  We’re well on our way to regaining that 

status. 

 

 We saw our pedestrian safety program, Be Seen, Be Safe, 

which was sponsored and initiated by our Police Department 

in cooperation with and in conjunction with some of the 

resources from government that we were very, very proud of. 

 

 We expanded our free shuttle service in 2013.  Not only 

do we now service the folks that live on or off of Lemoine 

and Palisade Avenue, that shuttle service also now  
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goes down Center and down Anderson Avenue, expanding it to 

the ferry, which is a great service that we’re able to 

provide for our residents and we’re very proud of it. 

 

 I don’t know in 2013 if it was possible to have more.  

Community events in Fort Lee then we had.  I know that we’ve 

had as many in 2013 as we’ve had in any prior three year 

period. 

 

 I recall that we had a town hall meeting, which was 

historic in the borough; it was in conjunction with the Fort 

Lee Board of Education and it was in response to the Sandy 

Hook tragedy.  And it talked about the safety that we afford 

to our school children.  In conjunction with the Board of 



Ed, we found it to be very fruitful.  Hundreds of folks had 

attended.  And it was just an opportunity for not only 

government, the police department and the board of education 

to get together and to talk about crises and to address the 

concerns of the public and to reconfirm in their minds that 

Fort Lee’s doing everything possible. 

 

 In other community event, just a few weeks ago included 

our annual holiday tree lighting, which I think had about 

4,000 people at it this year.  It’s getting bigger and 

bigger. 

 

 We now have bike races, jitney tours and a 5K diabetes 

run. 

 

 And we have a host of activities, which I will tell you 

I’ve often been heard to say that it would be possible in 

Fort Lee, New Jersey, to keep yourself occupied for 24 hours 

a day.  Whether it’s at any one of these events or see 

Cheryl at the Community Center where there is something 

going on from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 or 11:00 p.m. 

  

 Whether it be the “Movies Under the Stars” series, 

whether it be concerts in the summer, Shakespeare in the 

Park, our Revolutionary War reenactment which happens in 

mid-November just before Thanksgiving; we are not just brick 

and mortar here in Fort Lee, we are a lifestyle.  We are a 

community that remains active.  We have constant events; 

things to do. 

 

 And I will tell you that Fort Lee is a very, very 

special place with the activities and all the events that we 

have to offer for our residents.  And I will tell you it 

takes a lot of time and a lot of effort to do that.  

  

 Our Historic and Cultural Committees are second to 

none; continually embracing the history of our past, not 

only as First Hollywood but also being born of the fire of 

the American Resolution.  Those roots we are very, very 

proud of and we will never ever let them go. 

 

 We purchased the Rambo house this year.  And we did it 

and we were creative in a way so it didn’t cost our 

taxpayers anything.  We used our affordable housing trust 

fund and we were able to acquire that property and as a 

consequence we did it without impacting adversely our tax 

rate.   
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 We’re now in the process of commencing the 

refurbishment of that structure and we’re going to be able 

to offer affordable housing.  And at the same time save and 

maintain what Fort Lee views as a very historic and very 

important structure. 

 

 Affordable housing and special needs housing, which are 

requirements of all municipalities across the State of New 

Jersey, we’ve been meeting that obligation in a very 

productive way here in the Borough of Fort Lee.  During the 

course of 2013 we announced that we would be amongst a few 

municipalities that would offer special needs housing in 

conjunction with our efforts to provide affordable housing. 

 



 And I will tell you that that was achievement that I 

remain very, very proud of. 

 

 And to be able to say to the families in our Borough, 

those that have children with special needs that have a 

place to live, to be able to offer those folks a place where 

they can begin to help themselves and to raise themselves 

and to live in an environment that’s productive, in close 

proximity to their loved ones and families, I will tell you 

that is a great achievement that was accomplished by 

government in Fort Lee over the course of 2013 and I’m very 

proud to raise it. 

 

 We’ve continued our aggressive grant writing campaigns, 

trying to gain as much grant dollars as we possibly can to 

build the multitude of projects that we are constantly 

dealing with. 

 

 We have a library here in Fort Lee that I will tell you 

is as progressive as any library in Bergen County. 

 

 Joe, my representative on that Board, and the entire 

Board of the Fort Lee Library, is a very, very active group 

and I tell you it’s a great asset that Fort Lee is likewise 

able to boast. 

 

 2013, we also said goodbye to our Borough 

Administrator, Peggy Thomas, of twenty years.  Peggy was 

somebody with great accomplishment and was perhaps one of 

the more important people that Fort Lee’s had over the 

latter part of the century.   

 

 She was someone that was what I refer to as the great 

implementer.  She was the person that would hear our ideas 

and actually bring them to reality on a day to day basis. 

 

 2013 also experienced an incredible interview process 

for finding a replacement for Peggy and with that I’m proud 

to introduce all of you to our new Borough Administrator, to 

my right, Al Restaino. 

 

  Mr. Restaino resides in Nutley.  He comes to us from 

Plainfield.  He has an incredible and vast experience in 

municipal government and administration.  And we think that 

he’s going to be the perfect fit here in Fort Lee. 
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 So, Peggy, congratulations to you in retirement; you 

will be missed. 

 

 Al, congratulations to you, and good luck to you in the 

future.  I don’t know if you know what you got yourself 

involved in but welcome to Fort Lee.  We’re going to give 

you the details now, now that you’re signed. 

 

 At least $3 million was reduced from our bond debt.  

You’ll recall when this administration started six years ago 

bond debt was too high.  We made that proclamation that it 

was too high.  And over the course of the last six years we 

have reduced bond debt by in excess of $20,000,000.  Which I 

will tell you is a very, very aggressive rate of reduction. 



 

  I can’t tell you that all municipalities have done 

that successfully but we’re very proud of our tax 

assessments.  We’re very proud of where our property values 

are because Fort Lee has been able to maintain a property 

value and perhaps not be as susceptible as perhaps other 

similarly situated municipalities have during the recent 

recession regarding tax appeals. 

 

 So congratulations to those folks to make sure that we 

preserve our assessment, the foundation of how Fort Lee 

operates. 

 

 These achievements that we’ve reached during the course 

of 2013 did not go unnoticed.  Fort Lee received its shares 

of awards.  Whether it an award for being amongst the top 10 

websites out of five or six hundred communities across the 

State of New Jersey; Fort Lee has a phenomenal website and 

we’re grateful to Monmouth University for recognizing that. 

 

 We were also named one of the top eleven communities in 

the State of New Jersey, as a community for young 

professionals to relocate to.   

 

 Now think about that.  We are amongst the five or six 

hundred communities in the State of New Jersey.  We are 

amongst a group of ten or eleven of the very best that’s 

recommended for young professionals to relocate to.  That’s 

telling you that we’re a safe community.  It’s telling you 

we offer a great education.  It’s telling you that our 

housing stock is second to none.  It’s telling you that we 

have all of those items that constitute what refer to as a 

very high quality of life and we’re very, very proud of 

that. 

 

 And, of course, our Sustainable New Jersey Award that 

Councilwoman Kasofsky was very involved in. I’m very, very 

proud of; we’ve reached Sustainable New Jersey status here 

in the Borough of Fort Lee, reaching bronze level and we’re 

on to bigger and better things in 2014. 

 

 2014 is not a time to rest for Fort Lee.  I will tell 

you that timing is everything and everything is hitting at 

the same time. 
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 Redevelopment Area 5 is going to be in full swing and 

we’re also going to start to deal with Main Street in Fort 

Lee.  In conjunction with the Special Improvement District, 

Main Street is about to go through a complete refurbishment.  

Where we’re going to be realigning Main Street a little bit; 

making a little more conducive for the retailers and traffic 

as well.  We’re going to be reducing parking on one side; 

adding streetscape.  We’re going to be increasing the width 

of those sidewalks.  We’re going to be  doing a whole slew 

of other things that’s going to, we believe, have a long 

term positive impact on Main Street. 

 

 In conjunction with that, government is in support of, 

in conjunction with the Parking Authority, the complete 

refurbishment of our municipal parking lot and adding to 

that a deck to add for additional parking spaces. 



 

 And in conjunction with that capital improvement 

project will be a series of breezeways that we’re going to 

connect from the municipal parking lot directly to our 

refurbished Main Street for purposes of promoting business. 

 

 The position that government has always had and the one 

that I’ve always proffered to the public, Main Street and 

existing businesses must, to a certain extent, keep up with 

Redevelopment Area 5; otherwise we are going to have a tale 

of two cities.  That’s not something that’s possible. 

 

 My dream, our dream for Fort Lee is always been to have 

that state-of-the-art brand new retail that Redevelopment 

Area 5 will offer us and also have those local businesses 

that exist in every thriving community.  Whether it’s a 

jewelry store, a hardware store, local banks, local 

restaurants, local coffee shops.  To have the co-existence 

of those two retail segments, to me, would be a great 

achievement. 

 

 We believe that the Special Improvement District and 

the refurbishment of Main Street, the widening of those 

sidewalks, will go a very, very long way to making sure that 

all of that will happen. 

 

 I only ask that the public be patient during all of 

this because we’re going to have a lot of stuff going on in 

2014 and we’re all very, very excited about it. 

 

 You may rest assured that Fort Lee will continue to 

experience very conservative smart fiscal scrutiny during 

the course of 2014.  Each and every expenditure that we 

make, we make sure that it’s justified, we make sure that we 

can’t find it elsewhere cheaper, we make sure that it’s 

necessary in the first place. 

 

 You may rest assured that all of our expenditures are 

always in the best interest of our taxpayers. 

 

 We’re hopeful that in 2014 Fort Lee will experience an 

adaptive traffic signalization system, which was a condition 

that was imposed upon the redevelopers of Redevelopment Area 

5.  
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 This is a system which consists of fourteen 

intersections that surround Redevelopment Area 5 and they’re 

interactive.  So that when cars are not queued in the 

opposite lane of traffic, the light will remain green and 

allow traffic to continue to flow through our town. When 

cars queue, the light will then turn red, cars will be 

allowed to cross.  But there’ll be no unnecessary waiting. 

 

 If a particular intersection is too busy but the 

intersection down the block is less busy, a green arrow will 

direct traffic to the less ridden intersection. 

 

 These traffic lights constantly interact with each 

other.  It’s an adaptive system.  It’s a state-of-the-art 

and we believe it’s the perfect fit for Fort Lee. 

 

 We also believe that it will be in direct response to 



the increase in traffic from Redevelopment Area 5. 

 

 We’re very, very excited about it.  It’s an undertaking 

to implement because there are multiple jurisdictions here 

in Fort Lee that comprise those intersections but we are 

very, very close to being in a position to implement that 

system, all by the way, at the cost of the redeveloper. 

 

 2013 saw what I believe to be a very strong and 

positive and productive working relationship with the Fort 

Lee Board of Education and we’re hopeful that in 2014 that 

relationship continues and we see no reason why it wouldn’t. 

 

 We’re proud of our school system.  We’re proud of our 

kids.  We’re all in it together and we look forward to 

working very closely with the Fort Lee Board of Education 

for 2014. 

 

 In 2014 we are going see a public garden next to the 

park down at the Recreation Center. 

 

 We’re talking now about incorporating an ice skating 

rink that we’ve had in the past. 

 

 Our commitment to youth sports will continue where 

we’ll remain second to none. 

 

 Our commitment to emergency service agencies to make 

sure that your lives are protected and the quality of 

everyone’s lives is at an optimum and will continue to 

remain in place. 

 

 And our reliance on our special projects team here in 

Fort Lee to make sure that we do as much as we can in-house 

without having to rely on outside contractors will continue 

to also be a goal. 

 

 I will also tell you that none of this happens without 

the commitment of the employees here in Fort Lee.  And when 

this recession started and we ran into the economic problems 

that every other community in the world ran into we asked 

our employees to do more with less and they rose to that 

occasion.  And I will tell you that in large part  
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Fort Lee is in the position that it is in today, both 

financially, politically, from the progressive standpoint, 

all directly related to the commitment of our employees.  

And I will tell you they are way too many to mention 

specifically but we are forever grateful and I mean that.  

  

 We have incredible employees here both full time and 

part time and without them our success would absolutely be 

hampered. 

 

 I’d also like to extend a thank you to my colleagues 

here on the Council.  You have no idea how good it feels to 

be able to govern and to be able to lead and to always know 

that you share a philosophy with the governing body that you 

serve under. 

 

 And what I mean by that is to give me the confidence to 



make decisions to be able to do things, to try to implement 

things in conjunction with my colleagues knowing that we’re 

always on the same page.  

  

 Yeah, we’ll debate issues and there’ll be arguments 

here or there but it’s nice to share a philosophy with folks 

that share the same love and the same passion that I have 

for my community. 

 

 On a personal note and in conclusion, I will tell you 

that we all love Fort Lee dearly.  And Fort Lee has come an 

incredibly long way over the course of the last six years.  

From Redevelopment Area 5 to a Special Improvement District, 

to new parks, to dog parks to skateboard parks to the 9/11 

memorials. 

 

 I will tell you that when we were jotting down notes 

for these comments this evening, for the State of the 

Borough, I will tell you we can spend three or four hours 

talking about all the stuff that we’ve implemented over the 

course of the last six years.  And I tell you we’re very, 

very proud of it. 

 

 It wouldn’t have been possible without obviously the 

support of the Council.  It wouldn’t have been possible 

without the support from the public.  And it wouldn’t have 

been supported, wouldn’t have been possible without the 

commitment that we have from all of our employees here in 

Fort Lee. 

 

 On that I would like to just say to you it remains my 

absolute privilege to serve you as your Mayor and let this 

be clear, nothing and I mean nothing, will ever deter me 

from representing your interest to the best of my abilities.  

Cause, always remember, every decision I make, every 

decision I make the first question I ask is whether or not 

it is in the best interest of our community known as the 

Borough of Fort Lee.  And you may rest assured  

nothing manmade or otherwise, will ever deter me in 

furtherance of those goals. 

 

 God bless Fort Lee.” 
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PRESENTATIONS 

 

 Kay Nest, Fort Lee Democratic Chairwoman, gave a short speech 

and congratulated Council Members Jan Goldberg and Ila Kasofsky 

for being re-elected to office and to once again work for the 

residents of the Borough.  

 

   

REORGANIZATION 

 

1-1 – Seating Arrangement and Order of Voting 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the seating arrangement and order of voting of the 



Borough Council for the year 2014 shall be as follows: 

 

 Council Members: Armand Pohan 

                      Harvey Sohmer 

      Jan Goldberg 

      Michael Sargenti 

      Ila Kasofsky 

      Joseph Cervieri, Jr. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

REORGANIZATION CONTINUED 

 

1-2 – Appointment of Borough Attorney 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the firm 

DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Borough Attorney, 

for the year 2014; and 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of an attorney for the year 2014 

to serve as Borough Attorney; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, J.S. Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, 

Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP possess the requisite expertise and  
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skilled personnel required to provide professional legal services 

required by the Borough; and 

  

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that J.S 

Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP legal 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 

relevant factors considered; and 

 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen and the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Borough 

Attorney, for the year 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 



resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to J.S Lee 

Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the 

provision of professional legal services is in the best interests 

of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 

necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said attorney be and is hereby appointed 

as Borough Attorney for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Attorney for the year 2014 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18, as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  

       Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

1-3 – Time and Place of Meetings for 2014 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee as follows: 

 

 1. The schedule listed below of regular meetings of this 

public body is hereby adopted for the year 2014. 

 

 2. A copy of the schedule shall be: 
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(a) Posted and maintained through the year on the bulletin board 

at the following location: 

 

     Memorial Municipal Building 

     309 Main Street  

     Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

   (b) Mailed at no cost to the following newspapers: 

             The Record, Jersey Journal, as well as Time Warner 

Cable  

 

   (c) Filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk 

 

   (d) Mailed to those who have requested same and have 

prepaid the sum of $10.00 fixed to cover the cost of providing 

such notice. 

 

   (e) Official action may be taken 

  



R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

 January 2, 2014 – 6:00 p.m.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS            REGULAR MEETINGS 

1st & 3rd Thursday             2nd Thursday 

Scheduled at 7:00 p.m.                       Scheduled at 8:00 

p.m. 

Mayor's Conference Room #201                 Council Chambers 

 

January   {a)9 – 23(c)                       January   (b)16  

February     6 - 20                          February     13  

March        6 - 20                          March        13  

April        3 - 17                          April        10   

May          1 - 15                          May           8  

June         5 - 19                          June         12  

July     {d}10                               July      {e}17  

August   (f)14                               August    {g)21  

September    4 - 18                          September    11   

October      2 - 16                          October       9  

November     6                               November     13     

December {h}11                               December  {i}18       

                                           

There will be no meetings on the following Thursdays: 

 

January 30th - February 27th - March 27th, - April 24th - May 

22nd, 29th - June 26th - July 3rd, 24th, 31st - August 7th, 28th – 

September 25th - October 23rd, 30th - November 20th, 27th - 

December 4th, 25th 

 

NOTES 

 

a. January 9th Executive Session will be held on the second                                                         

Thursday of the Month and begin at 6:00 p.m. 

 

b. January 16th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  

    Thursday of the Month and begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

c. January 23rd Executive Session will be held on the fourth  

    Thursday of the Month  

 

d. July 10th Executive Session Meeting will be held on the second 

Thursday of the month.  
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e. July 17th Regular Meeting will be held on the third Thursday of 

the month 

 

f. August 14th Executive Session Meeting will be held on the  

    second Thursday of the month 

 

g. August 21st Regular Meeting will be held on the third 

    Thursday of the month  

 

h. December 11th Executive Session will be held on the second 

    Thursday of the month 

 

i. December 18th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  

    Thursday of the month. 

 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 



 

1-4 – Selection of Council President 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that Council Member Armand Pohan be and is hereby appointed to 

the position of Council President for the year 2014. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

1-5 – Liaison Assignments 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the following be and the same are hereby designated as 

liaisons of the following committees of the Borough of Fort Lee 

for the year 2014: 

 

Ambulance............................................Jan Goldberg 

Advisory Committee for Individuals w/Disabilities ..Harvey Sohmer  

Board of Education.................Joseph Cervieri & Jan Goldberg 

Buildings and Construction........................Joseph Cervieri 

Buildings and Grounds.............................Joseph Cervieri 

Communications......................................Harvey Sohmer  

Emergency Management.................................Armand Pohan 

Environmental & Beautification Committee.............Ila Kasofsky 

Film Commission......................................Armand Pohan 

Finance............................................. Armand Pohan 

Fire.............................Michael Sargenti & Harvey Sohmer 

Health...............................................Ila Kasofsky 

Historic............................................Harvey Sohmer 

Housing Authority.................................Joseph Cervieri 

Library............................................. Ila Kasofsky 

Local Assistance.....................................Ila Kasoksky 

Municipal Court......................................Jan Goldberg 

Parking Authority.................Michael Sargenti& Harvey Sohmer 

Parks/Recreation..................Jan Goldberg & Michael Sargenti 

Planning Board.......................................Armand Pohan  

Police............................Jan Goldberg & Michael Sargenti 
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Public Works........................................Harvey Sohmer  

(Sewers-Sanitation-Roads-Engineering-General Services) 

Rent Leveling....................................Michael Sargenti 

Senior Citizens...................................Joseph Cervieri 

Street Lights........................................Ila Kasofsky 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

2-1 – Introduction of Temporary Budget 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-19 provides that where contracts, 

commitments, or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of 

the 2014 Municipal Budget, temporary appropriations should be made 

for the purposes and amounts required in the manner and time 

therein provided; and  

 



 WHEREAS, the date of this Resolution is written the first 

thirty (30) days of January 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations are limited to 26.25% 

of the total appropriations in the 2013 Municipal Budget, 

exclusive of any appropriations made for Debt Service, Capital 

Improvement Fund and Public Assistance in said 2013 Municipal 

Budget, 

 

WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations total $16,273,878.00, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the following temporary 

appropriations be made and that a certified copy of this 

resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for the 

Borough records: 

 

General Government   Salaries & Wages Other Expenses 

Mayor & Council      $17,500.00      $2,000.00 

Borough Clerk       $35,250.00      $4,500.00 

Administration       $40,000.00      $8,000.00 

Purchasing       $21,500.00      $2,000.00 

Personnel & Data Processing    $30,000.00      $5,000.00 

Collection of Taxes      $45,000.00      $5,000.00 

Legal Services & Costs      $0.00     $55,000.00 

Municipal Court       $0.00     $12,000.00 

Engineering Services & Costs    $25,000.00      $5,000.00 

Public Buildings & Grounds    $75,000.00     $18,000.00 

Planning Board        $0.00      $1,000.00 

Board of Adjustment       $0.00      $1,000.00 

Senior Citizens Special Services    $0.00      $5,000.00 

Rent Leveling Board      $12,000.00        $500.00 

Insurance: Other          $0.00    $700,000.00 

Insurance: Group       $0.00    $961,213.00 

Elections         $0.00      $1,500.00 

Financial Administration        $0.00     $10,000.00 

Assessment of Taxes      $45,000.00      $5,000.00 

Municipal Court           $99,000.00     $14,000.00 

Economic Development     $25,000.00     $50,000.00 
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Public Safety    Salaries & Wages Other Expenses 

 

Fire Prevention      $75,000.00     $ 5,000.00 

Fire Protection      $30,000.00     $40,000.00 

Aid to Volunteer Fire Company         $0.00          $0.00 

Department of Communications   $100,000.00     $ 5,000.00 

Police         $9,237,984.00    $100,000.00 

Ambulance Corps       $4,000.00     $11,000.00 

E M T        $16,000.00        $500.00 

Construction Code Official    $60,000.00      $4,000.00 

Emergency Management     $10,000.00      $2,000.00 

Communications-Repairs     $25,000.00      $8,000.00 

 

 

Public Works 

 

Streets & Roads     $250,000.00     $15,000.00 

Street Lighting       $0.00     $50,000.00 

Garbage & Trash Removal      $0.00  $1,033,944.00 

Sewers        $45,000.00      $4,000.00 

Bergen County Utility O/C     $0.00    $700,000.00 



Auto Repair            $0.00     $30,000.00 

Prior Year Bills       $0.00      $0.00 

Board of Health      $85,000.00     $10,000.00 

Recreation       $75,000.00     $10,000.00 

Administration of Human Services $15,000.00      $1,000.00 

General Services      $65,000.00      $3,500.00 

Parks        $95,000.00      $4,000.00 

Maintenance of Free Public Lib.    $0.00    $550,000.00 

Celebration of Public Events     $0.00     $10,000.00 

Senior Citizens      $10,000.00      $5,000.00 

Elevator Inspections     $10,000.00          $0.00 

Senior Citizens Special Services    $0.00     $50,000.00 

Fort Lee Community Center    $10,000.00     $10,000.00 

 

Utilities 

 

Gasoline         $0.00     $40,000.00 

Fuel Oil         $0.00      $5,000.00 

Electricity        $0.00     $85,000.00 

Water         $0.00     $10,000.00 

Telephone         $0.00     $50,000.00 

Fire Hydrant        $0.00     $40,000.00 

 

Contributions to: 

 

Public Employees Retirement System    $0.00     $40,000.00 

F I C A         $0.00    $250,000.00 

Consolidated Police & Fireman’s 

 Pension         $0.00     $20,457.00 

Police & Fireman’s Retirement System  $0.00    $517,530.00 

 

TOTALS:        $10,688,234.00  $5,585,644.00 

 

GRAND TOTAL:           $16,273,878.00 

 

Debt Service 

 

Payment of Bond Principal     $5,000,000.00 

Payment of Bond Interest          $1,875,000.00 
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Payment of Interest on Notes       $558,921.00 

Green Trust Principal & Interest       $31,100.00 

Bergen county Improvement Authority Payment     $71,671.00 

New Jersey Economic Development Authority     $10,000.00 

 

TOTAL DEBT SERVICE:       $7,546,692.00 

 

Capital Improvements 

 

Capital Improvement Fund        $50,000.00 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

3-1 – Borough Auditor 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Steve Wielkotz, of the firm of 

Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as Borough Auditor.  



 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the services of a registered municipal accountant for 2014; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Steve Wielkotz and the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, 

Cerullo & Cuva possess the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide professional accounting services 

required by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steve 

Wielkotz, of the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva 

registered municipal accounting services will be the most 

advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steve Wielkotz and the 

firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as the 

borough’s registered municipal accountant, for the year 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without  

 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Steve 

Wielkotz and the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva  for 

the provision of professional accounting services is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said registered municipal accountant be 

and is hereby appointed for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Auditor for the year 2014 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-2 – Borough Engineer 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering to serve 

as Borough Engineer. 

 

 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of an engineer for the year 2014 

to serve as Borough Engineer; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Stephen Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave  

possess the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to  
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provide professional engineering services required by the Borough; 

and  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

Stephen Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave’s engineering 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 

relevant factors considered; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Stephen Boswell and the 

firm of Boswell McClave Engineering to serve as Borough Engineer, 

for the year 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Stephen 

Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave, for the provision of 



professional engineering services is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said engineer be and is hereby appointed 

as Borough Engineer for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process; and 

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Engineer for the year 2014 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-3 – Borough Prosecutors 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Arthur Balsamo and Raffi Khorozian 

to serve as Borough Prosecutors. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the services of a Borough Prosecutor for the year 2014 to 

provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of 

the Municipal Court of said Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 

appropriations to compensate said attorneys; and 

 

 

 

Reorganization Meeting      January 2, 2014 

                      Page #20 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11 et 

seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of  

contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids 

must be publicly advertised, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that Arthur Balsamo and Raffi Khorozian, 

be and are hereby appointed as Borough Prosecutors for the year 

2014; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 

public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts 

Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically 

exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for the Borough 

Prosecutors shall be $25,000.00 paid through the Borough payroll 

for 2014 with no other compensation; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of this resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper 

within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 



The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-4A – Public Defender 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Kevin Corriston to serve as Public 

Defender. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Public Defender for the year 

2014 to provide general legal representation for the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget to 

compensate said Public Defender; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from any requirement of public advertising for bids 

provided a notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of 

general circulation within the municipality,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

1. Kevin Corriston be and is hereby appointed as Public 

Defender for the year 2014 without public advertisement for bids. 

 

2. Compensation for said Public Defender shall be $25,000.00 

through the Borough payroll for 2014 with no other compensation. 

 

3. The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this 

resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) 

days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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3-4B – Assistant Public Defender  

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Gloria Oh to serve as Assistant 

Public Defender. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Public Defender for the year 

2014 to provide general legal representation for the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have deemed it necessary to 

have an Assistant Public Defender to be used in 2014 on a case-by-

case basis: 

 

 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget to 

compensate said Public Defender; and 

 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services 

from any requirement of public advertisement for bids provided a 

notice of appointment is printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 



the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

 1.  Gloria Oh be and is hereby appointed as Assistant Public 

Defender for the year 2014 without public advertisement for bids, 

 

 2.  Compensation for said Public Defender shall be $75.00 per 

case for 2014 with no other compensation.  

 

 3.  The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this 

resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) 

days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-5A – Bond Counsel 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of McManimon, Scotland 

& Baumann, LLC to serve as Bond Counsel. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 

bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 

matters for 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC, possess the 

requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 

professional bonding services required by the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

law firm of McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC bond counsel 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 

relevant factors considered, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

 1. McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC, Livingston Avenue, 

Roseland, New Jersey 07068, is also hereby retained as Bond 

Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 

statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 



WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to 

McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC for the provision of 

professional bond counsel services is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby  

appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsel for the year 2014 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

  

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-5B – Bond Counsel 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of DeCotiis, 

Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, to serve as Bond Counsel. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reorganization Meeting      January 2, 2014 

                      Page #23 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 

bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 

matters for 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, possess the 

requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 

professional bonding services required by the Borough; and  



 

 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

law firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP bond counsel 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 

relevant factors considered, 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

 1. DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, 500 Frank W. Burr, 

Boulevard, Fifth Floor, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666, is also hereby 

retained as Bond Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to DeCotiis, 

Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the provision of professional bond 

counsel services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby 

appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsel for the year 2014 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-5C – Bond Counsel 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of Wilentz, Goldman & 

Spitzer, P.A., to serve as Bond Counsel. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 

bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 

matters for 2013; and 

 



 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. possess the 

requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 

professional bonding services required by the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

law firm of Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. bond counsel services 

will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 

considered, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

 1. Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer P.A., 90 Woodbridge Center 

Drive, Suite 900, Box 10,  Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095, is also 

hereby retained as Bond Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort 

Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Wilentz, 

Goldman & Spitzer, P.A.., for the provision of professional bond 

counsel services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby 

appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2013 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsel for the year 2014 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 



 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

  

3-5D – Bond Counsel 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of John G. Hudak, Esq., 

LLC to serve as Bond Counsel. 

 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 

bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 

matters for 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, John G. Hudak, Esq., LLC possess the requisite 

expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 

bonding services required by the Borough; and  
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 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

law firm of John G. Hudak, Esq., LLC bond counsel services will be 

the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 

considered, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

 1. John G. Hudak, Esq., LLC 812 North Wood Avenue, Suite 304, 

Linden, New Jersey 07036, is also hereby retained as Bond Counsel 

to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to John 

Hudak, for the provision of professional bond counsel services is 

in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 



Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby 

appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsel for the year 2014 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-5E – Bond Counsel 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of John L. Kraft, Esq. 

LLC, to serve as Bond Counsel. 

 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 

bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 

matters for 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, John L. Kraft, Esq., LLC possess the requisite 

expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 

bonding services required by the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

law firm of John L. Kraft, Esq., LLC bond counsel services will be 

the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 

considered, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

 1. John L. Kraft, Esq., LLC, 505 Thornall Street, Suite 206, 

Edison, New Jersey 08837, is also hereby retained as Bond Counsel 

to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 



Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to John L. 

Kraft, for the provision of professional bond counsel services is 

in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby 

appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsel for the year 2014 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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3-6 – Special Tax Counsel 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Steven Muhlstock to serve as Special 

Tax Counsel. 

 

 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Special Tax Counsel for the 

year 2014 to serve as Special Tax Counsel; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 



WHEREAS, Steven Muhlstock of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock, 

Chewcaskie, LLP, possess the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide professional special tax counsel 

legal services required by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steven 

Muhlstock of the firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock, Chewcaskie, LLP, 

special tax counsel services will be the most advantageous to the 

Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steven Muhlstock of the 

firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP to serve as 

Special Tax Council, for the year 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Steven 

Muhlstock of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP   

for the provision of professional special tax counsel legal 

services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Special Tax Counsel is hereby 

appointed for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 

and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Special 

Tax Counsel for the year 2014 shall be claimed, approved and paid 

in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, 

and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the 

parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-7 – Labor Attorney 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated J.S. Lee Cohen of the law firm of 

DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Labor Negotiations 

Attorney. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a labor negotiator for the 

year 2014 to serve as Labor Attorney; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 



notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006 and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, J.S. Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, 

Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, possess the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional legal services 

required by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the  

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, Teaneck and Trenton, 

New Jersey legal services will be the most advantageous to the 

Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen of the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Labor 

Attorney for the year 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to J.S Lee 

Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the 

provision of professional legal services is in the best interests 

of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 

necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Labor Attorney be and is hereby 

appointed for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Labor  

Attorney for the year 2014 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-8 – Municipal Court - Police Department Accountant 



 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Michael Condosta to serve as an 

Accountant for the Municipal Court and Police Department. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 

books for the Municipal Court, Police Department and Office of 

Economic Development for the year 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael Condosta possess the requisite expertise 

and skilled personnel required to provide professional accounting 

services required by the Borough; and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

Michael Condosta, CPA, accounting services will be the most 

advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Michael Condosta to 

serve as the Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police Department 

and Office of Economic Development for the year 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 

statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Michael 

Condosta, for the provision of professional accounting services is 

in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Accountant be and is hereby 

appointed for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 

and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation shall be at $100.00 

per hour for said accounting services for the year 2014  for the 

Municipal Court not to exceed $6,840.00 annually and for the 



Police Department not to exceed $8,550.00 annually, approved and 

paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their 

proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between 

the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that funds are available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-9 – Rent Leveling Board Attorney 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Carolyn Kristal to serve as Rent 

Leveling Attorney. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain the services of a 

licensed attorney to serve as the Borough’s Rent Leveling Board 

Attorney and provide professional legal services to the Rent 

Leveling Board during 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge  
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of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Board may 

determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for 

Qualifications on November 27, 2013, soliciting proposals for the 

performance of legal consulting services as the Borough’s Rent 

Leveling Board Attorney during 2014, and received proposals on 

December 18, 2013; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board wishes to retain the services of Carolyn 

Kristal to perform professional legal services as counsel to the 

Rent Leveling Board during 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Carolyn Kristal, Esq. (“Kristal”) possesses the 

requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 

professional legal services required by the Rent Leveling Board; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of authorizing the award of 

a contract to Kristal for professional legal services Borough’s 

Rent Leveling Board Attorney during 2014 in accordance with the 

procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 



 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional legal services to be 

performed by Kristal is awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” 

process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that funds are available 

for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract by the Borough to Kristal 

for the provision of professional legal services is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough and the 

Rent Leveling Board; 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of the Borough 

of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 

follows: 

 

 1. That Kristal shall be and is hereby appointed to serve as 

counsel to the Rent Leveling Board and perform such professional 

legal services during 2014. 

 

 2. That Kristal is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
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 3. That a notice of the award of a contract to Kristal shall 

be published in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-

1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Borough Clerk is authorized and directed, in 

accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to 

cause this Resolution for the award of the contract to be filed and 

available for inspection at the offices of the Clerk. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

  The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-10 – Treasurer 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Joseph Iannaconi to serve as 

Treasurer. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that Joseph Iannaconi be and is hereby appointed as 

Treasurer for the year 2014. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-11 – Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated William Katchen to serve as Building 

Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant. 



 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 

books for the Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau for 

the year 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, William Katchen possess the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional accounting 

services required by the Borough; and  
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WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

William Katchen, accounting services will be the most advantageous 

to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated William Katchen to 

serve as the Accountant for the Building Department and Fire 

Prevention Bureau for the year 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 

statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to William 

Katchen for the provision of professional accounting services is 

in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Accountant be and is hereby 

appointed for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said accounting 

services for the year 2014 shall be at a fee not to exceed 

$12,825.00 annually at a rate of $100.00 per hour, approved and 

paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their 

proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between 

the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that funds are available; and 



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

  

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-12 – Insurance Risk Manager 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Risk Management Consultant 

for the year 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  

 

 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the  
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Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, David J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc. possess 

the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 

professional risk management services required by the Borough; and

  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that David 

J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc, risk management consulting 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 

relevant factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated David J. Vozza of the 

Vozza Agency, Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Risk Management 

Consultant for the year 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to David J. 

Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc., for the provision of risk 

management services is in the best interests of the Borough and 



the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Risk Management Consulting Services 

be and is hereby appointed for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the bylaws for the Municipal 

Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund and the South Bergen 

Municipal Joint Insurance Fund indicate a minimum fee equal to six 

percent (6%)of the municipal assessment which expenditure 

represents reasonable compensation for the services required and 

is included in the assessment for these funds; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Risk 

Management Consulting Services for the year 2014 shall be paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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4-1A – Designation of Depositories 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 

designate a depository or depositories for it monies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 

Lee recommended that the following banks be named as depositories: 

 

     Bank of America, Fort Lee, NJ 

 TD Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

 1st Constitution Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

 State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund 

 PNC Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

     Noah Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

     Wilshire State Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

     Wells Fargo, Fort Lee, NJ 

     Mariner’s Bank, Edgewater, NJ 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the above named banks are hereby 

designated as depositories for the Current, Trust, Capital and 

Welfare sections of the accounts of the Borough of Fort Lee for 

2014. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 

 

 1.  The custodian of said funds or accounts shall be the 

Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 

may designate. 

 

 2.  All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by 

checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 



Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

4-1B – Designation of Depository 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that only the people are eligible 

should vote on the following matter:  

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 

designate a depository for its monies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 

Lee recommended that the following bank be named as a depository: 

 

     Bank of New Jersey, Fort Lee, NJ. 

      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the above named bank is hereby designated 

as a depository for the Borough of Fort Lee for 2014. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 

  

 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 

Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 

may designate. 

 

2. All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by 

checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 

Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 

 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Cervieri 

 

  

4-2 – Designation of Tax Receiving Agency 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-122.3 became effective February 8, 1980, 

allowing municipalities to designate a bank or trust company to 

receive current tax payments, current water and sewer rents, as  

well as other public monies under the supervision of the tax 

collector. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 

Lee has recommended that PNC Bank, Fort Lee, New Jersey be 

designated as the “Official Tax Receiving Agency” of the 

municipality; 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services must give his approval for the authorization of awarding 

of this contract, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 



Borough of Fort Lee that PNC Bank, Fort Lee, New Jersey be named 

the Official Tax Receiving Agency of the Borough of Fort Lee for 

2014; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney is hereby 

directed to prepare said contract, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk 

are authorized to execute the contract for the “Official Tax 

Receiving Agency”.  

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

4-3 – Designation of Newspapers 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that pursuant to NJSA 40:53-1, the following newspapers are  

 

 

hereby designated as official advertisements and notices required 

by law to be published by the Borough of Fort Lee: 

 

The Record 

Jersey Journal 
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The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 

 

5-1 – Planning Board – Class III 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Ordinance 261-1 of the codified 

ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee, provides that the Borough 

Council shall designate and appoint a member of the Borough 

Planning Board, pursuant to such ordinance and to New Jersey 

Statutes in such cases made and provided; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment deem it to 

be in the best interest of the Borough that such appointment be 

made, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Armand Pohan 

be and is hereby designated and appointed by the Borough Council 

and as the Borough Council Member of the Borough Planning Board 

pursuant to Borough Ord. 261-1 et seq. of the codified ordinances  

of the Borough of Fort Lee and pursuant to New Jersey Statues in 

such cases made and provided, the term of such appointment to be 

for the period of one year in accordance with the foregoing 

ordinance and statutes. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

5-2 – Multiple Dwelling Commission 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 



 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 321-3 requires the appointment of 

a Council Appointee to act as chairman of the Fort Lee Multiple 

Dwelling Emergency Commission; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the Borough to 

make such appointment, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Joseph 

Cervieri be and  is hereby appointed to the Fort Lee Multiple 

Dwelling Emergency Commission to act as Chairman thereof pursuant 

to Borough Ordinance, and in particular Ord. 321-3 of such 

appointment to be in accordance with such Ordinance for a period 

of one year. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

5-3A – Parking Authority 

 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 79-2 of the codified ordinances of 

the Borough of Fort Lee provides that the Borough Council shall 

designate and appoint a member of the Borough Parking  

 

 

Reorganization Meeting      January 2, 2014 

                      Page #39 

 

Authority, pursuant to such ordinance and pursuant to New Jersey 

Statutes in such cases made and provided and in particular, RS 

40:11A-4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment, deem it 

to be made in the best interest of the Borough that such 

appointment be made, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Dr. Richard Clark be and 

hereby is designated and appointed by the Borough Council as a 

member of the Parking Authority pursuant to Borough Ordinance 79-1 

et seq. of the codified ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee and 

pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and provided, 

the term of such appointment to be for a period of an unexpired 

term through December 31, 2017 in accordance with the foregoing 

ordinance and statutes. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

5-3B – Parking Authority 

 

Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 

the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 79-2 of the codified ordinances of 

the Borough of Fort Lee provides that the Borough Council shall 

designate and appoint a member of the Borough Parking Authority, 

pursuant to such ordinance and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in 

such cases made and provided and in particular, RS 40:11A-4 et 

seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment, deem it 

to be made in the best interest of the Borough that such 

appointment be made, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Thomas Angelides be and 

hereby is designated and appointed by the Borough Council as a 



member of the Parking Authority pursuant to Borough Ordinance 79-1 

et seq. of the codified ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee and 

pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and provided, 

the term of such appointment to be for a period through an 

unexpired term of December 31, 2015 in accordance with the 

foregoing ordinance and statutes. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

MAYOR’S NOMINATIONS TO BOARDS 

 

6-1 – Board of Adjustment 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Argia Rubino and Howard Joh to serve 

as members of the Board of Adjustment for four (4) year terms 

expiring December 31, 2017. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
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 Mayor Sokolich nominated John Nitti to serve as alternate 

member #1 on the Board of Adjustment for a two (2) year term 

expiring December 31, 2015. 

 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-2 – Advisory Committee for Individuals With Disabilities 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Dr. Rita Posner and Dr. Barbara 

Rivlin to serve as members of the Advisory Committee for 

Individuals With Disabilities for three (3) year terms expiring 

December 31, 2016. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-3 – Environmental and Beautification Committee 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilwoman Kasofsky to serve as a 

member of the Environmental & Beautification Committee for a one 

(1) year term expiring December 31, 2014. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Maria Cafasso, Paul Friedman, Tony 

Lione, Neil Forshner and Barbara Pastore to serve as members of 

the Environmental & Beautification Committee for three (3) year 

terms expiring December 31, 2016. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 



 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Michael Kaplan to serve as a member 

of the Environmental & Beautification Committee for an unexpired 

term through December 31, 2014. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-4 – Board of Ethics 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Charles Blue, Gregory Cervieri and 

Harry Liapes to serve as members of the Board of Ethics for five-

year terms expiring December 31, 2018. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

   

 

6-5 – Fort Lee Film Commission 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilman Pohan to serve as Council 

Liaison to the Fort Lee Film Commission for the year 2014. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Richard Koszarski and Nelson Page to 

serve as members of the Fort Lee Film Commission for two (2) year 

terms expiring December 31, 2015. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-6 – Board of Health 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Ethel Blumenthal, Teresa Morgillo  

and John Sinisi to serve as members of the Board of Health for 

three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2016. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-7 - Historic Site, Structure, Cultural and Landmark Committee 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilman Harvey Sohmer to serve as 

a member of the Historic Site, Structure, Cultural, & Landmark 

Committee for a one (1) year term expiring December 31, 2014. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Kevin Ceragno, Stacy D’Arc and 

Patrick Hammer to serve as members of the Historic Site, 

Structure, Cultural, & Landmark Committee for three (3) year terms 

expiring December 31, 2015. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 



Sohmer, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-8 – Library Board of Trustees  

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Kathy Lee to serve as a member of 

the Library Board of Trustees for a five (5) year term expiring 

December 31, 2018.  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-9 – Local Assistance Board 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Beverly Rosas to serve as a member 

of the Local Assistance Board for a four (4) year term expiring 

December 31, 2017. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
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6-10 – Rent Leveling Board 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated John Cordova, Marie L.H. Clement and 

Roy Lippin to serve as members of the Rent Leveling Board for 

three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2016. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-11 – Senior Citizens’ Council 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Catherine Nest to serve as Director 

of the Senior Citizens’ Council for a one (1) year term expiring 

December 31, 2014. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Roberta Sohmer and Dorothy Greenlaw 

to serve as members of the Senior Citizens’ Council for two (2) 

year terms expiring December 31, 2015. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-11 – Sign/Façade Review Committee 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Howard Joh to serve on the 

Sign/Façade Review Committee for a two (2) year term expiring 

December 31, 2015. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 



 

7-1 – Planning Board 

 

 Mayor Sokolich appointed the following to the Fort Lee 

Planning Board: 

 

 

 

     Neil J. Forshner – Class II – One (1) Year Term Through  

                       December 31, 2014 

 

 Chris Nicholas – Class IV – Four (4) Year Term Through  

                       December 31, 2017 

  

 Brian Radoian - Class IV Alternate #2 – Two (2) Year Term 

                 December 31, 2015                                          

 

  

7-2 – Sign/Façade Review Committee 

 

Mayor Sokolich appointed Paul Leale as his representative  

to the Sign/Façade Review Committee for a one (1) year term 

expiring December 31, 2014. 
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 Mayor Sokolich appointed Donald Porrino as his designee to 

the Sign/Façade Review Committee for a one (1) year term expiring 

December 31, 2014. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

8-1 – Police Physicians 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Physicians 

for the year 2014. 

 

 Dr. Louis Angioletti  Dr. Richard Finizio 

 Dr. Raymond Darakjian  Dr. Gregory Pappas 

 Dr. Ahmed Fahmy   Dr. Kenneth Kutner 

 Dr. Robert Monahan   Dr. Barry Herstik 

 Dr. Mark Hagopian   Dr. Clemens Loew 

 Dr. Neil Kolsky   Dr. Kevin Basralian 

 Dr. George Azzariti   Dr. Gene Rosenberg 

 Dr. Michael Vincent   Dr. Patricia A. Farrell 

 Dr. Jerome Goldfischer  Dr. Joseph A. Holzapfel 

 Dr. Jeffrey Rappaport  Dr. Alfred D. Kulik 

 Dr. Michael Friedman      Dr. Samuel Suede  

 Dr. Anna J. Lavotshkin    Dr. Gino S. Ramundo            

     Dr. Kyu S. Wang      Dr. Parmod K. Sharma           

 Dr. Richard Clark       Dr. Gerald Lee   

 Dr. John Hwang        Dr. Julia Yu   

 Dr. Nazila Biria       Dr. Tina Fadil   

 Dr. Stephen Brunnquell  Dr. Andrew Weissman            

 Dr. Mika Ishitani 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

8-2 – School Crossing Guards 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 



seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body that the following be 

appointed as School Crossing Guards in the Borough of Fort Lee 

without authority to carry a firearm: 

 

Ahmed, Laique        Alessio, Dorothy       Barrerio, Lidia         

Bianchetto, Dennis  Bottini, Albert        Bove, Patrick        

Cabrera, Yolanda     Campolongo, Ronald     Cerchio, Mary        

Ciecierski, Rose     Cohen, Deborah         D’Ambrosio, Lucia    

DeLiberto, Carmine   DeLiberto, Michael     DePanicis, Armand    

DeVito, Deborah      Diekhaus, Gail         Elisberg, Harriet    

Emadzadeh, Maria     Flisfeder, Valentin    Garay, Jazmine         

Garay, Lira          Greenberg, Herb        Han, Nellie            

Hansen, Erik         Harbus, Susan          Hernandez, Miriam      

Huang, Jennifer      Kaufman, Phlip         Karabatsos, Dionysios  

Khemlani, Deepa      Ko, Ellie              Kokkinos, George     

Magnone, Joseph      Medaglia, Donna        Medina, Carlos       

Naughton, Patricia   Nam, Yoongson          Nola, James          

Occhipinti, Joann    Ok, Bong Hi            Ok, Young S.         

Pacheco, Jairo       Patrick, Susan         Penn, Marge           
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Percontino, Anna     Rose, Edward           Scrivanich, Steven   

Scrivanich, Yolanda  Silvia Barbara         Stephens, Marie      

Sud, Nisha           Triantafillou, Athena                       

Talocco, Ursula      Yoo, Youngbin 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

8-3 – Police Guards (Matrons) 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Guards 

(Matrons) in the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2014: 

 

Kathy Patrick 

Elizabeth Connell 

Charlene Ortiz 

             

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

8-4 – Establishing Rate of Interest for Tax Delinquencies 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, the provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 direct that the 

governing body of each municipality may fix the rate of interest 

to be charged for the non-payment of taxes or assessments on or 

before the date when they would become delinquencies, and may 

further provide that no interest shall be charged if on payment of 

any installment is made within the tenth calendar day following 

the date upon which the same became payable; and  

 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-67 further provides that the rate of 

interest so fixed shall not exceed eight percent (8%) on the first 

one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of the delinquency and 

eighteen percent (18%) per annum on any amount in excess of one 

thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500), 



 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee do hereby fix, in accordance with the 

provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 the rate of interest to be charged for  

the non-payment of taxes or assessments at eight percent (8%) per 

annum on the first one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of 

the delinquency, provided, however, that no interest shall be 

charged if payment of any installation is made within the tenth 

calendar day following the date upon which the same became 

payable. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

8-5 – Re-establishing Petty Cash Fund 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
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 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee do hereby authorize and establish a petty cash fund for 

the Borough Treasurer and other various departments; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council authorize the Borough 

Treasurer to draw a check from the current account in the amount 

of $500.00 payable to Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., petty cash, and 

various authorized amounts for the other various departments, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with NJSA 

40A:5-21 said petty cash funds be established. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

8-6 – Cash Management Plan 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-14 requires the Borough of Fort Lee 

to adopt a Cash Management Plan; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee adopts its Cash Management 

Plan annually; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Cash Management Plan shall be designated to 

assure the extent practicable the investment of local funds in 

interest bearing accounts and may be modified from time to time  

in order to reflect changes in Federal or State law or 

regulations; and 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 

Cash Management Plan be continued for 2014. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

8-7 – Borough Clerk (PACO Officer) 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 



 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is required to designate a 

Public Agency Compliance Officer to insure that proper forms are 

distributed and completed before contracts are awarded by the  

Borough and documents and manuals are made available to 

prospective contractors, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is 

hereby appointed to serve as the Public Agency Compliance Officer 

(PACO) for the year 2014 in the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – First of all I’d like to congratulate Jan and 

 Ila for a well-deserved reelection to the Borough Council.   
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It’s been a pleasure to work with them over the years and I look 

forward to working with them again this year. 

 

Second, I’ve been one of the liaisons to the Police 

Department for 11 years now, during which time I’ve had the 

pleasure of working with three excellent Police Chiefs.  But 

as I move on I want to say that I think that the Police 

Department today, in the hands of Chief Bendul and Deputy 

Chief Ford, is in the best shape that it has ever been in.   

 

There’s a degree of transparency and of planning for 

the present and the future, which I consider to be at just 

the top professional level. 

 

I’m returning to liaison.  I have for eight years  

until Jan was gracious enough to take it over, which is the 

Film Commission.  And I’m really more about the guy who was 

filling the liaison and all than it was about the Film 

Commission itself because I look forward to working once 

again with Nelson Page and Tom Meyers and all the other 

members of the Commission. 

 

And as I see this first building going up on the 

Redevelopment Area 5, I am reminded that as soon as that 

building is complete then the second building will get 

started and so will the construction of a theater and museum 

for the Film Commission. 

 

And I’m really looking forward to the opportunity to 

participate in the process of planning what I think could be 

a first rate film center to celebrate the history of film 

and the history of Fort Lee.   

 

So I am very enthusiastic about the opportunity to 

start planning ahead on that one. 

 

Finally, Happy New Year to all.” 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – “I’d like to congratulate Jan and Ila on their 

reelection and their swearing in and I’d really like to thank the 

voters of Fort Lee for returning them.  They are an asset to this 

community; working with them is a pleasure and we really need them 

back.  And we’re very happy that you and your wisdom brought them 

back to us. 



 

I just like to say that the Fort Lee Fire Department, 

last year, answered over 1400 calls last year. 

   

If you’d like to be a volunteer please call our Fire 

Department, 592-3500, extension 1013.  Leave your name and 

we will get you an application. 

 

It’s imperative that the people of Fort Lee, the 

young people I should say, I cannot be one of you but we’d 

really like you to join the Fort Lee Fire Department.  It’s 

a volunteer organization and they work very hard for this 

Borough.  So if you’d really like to volunteer, give a call, 

592-3500, extension 1013. 
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And I’d also like to say happy and healthy New Year 

to everyone and it’s a pleasure to be here this year, as I 

couldn’t be here last year.  I just want to mention that. 

 

So thank you all and have a great New Year.” 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – “I would like to thank my colleagues for all 

the support over the years. 

 

And, Armand, you’re going to enjoy the film festival.  

The film committee has started already talking about a 

festival. 

 

 So we laid the groundwork. And the reason I said 

reluctantly when Armand was picked for the Film Commission 

is because I really got into it, I really started enjoying 

it. 

 

But we had a deal.  Armand sat on the Planning Board 

when the Redevelopment Area 5 was being done and it was just 

too many meetings so I said I would do the Film Commission.  

And unfortunately Armand forgot about it last year or 

fortunately Armand forgot about it last year but he 

remembered this year. 

 

And I’d also like to thank the people of Fort Lee for 

reelecting myself and Ila.  And there’s only probably one 

person who’s unhappy about this and that’s my wife.  ‘Cause 

she said, oh, no, not again. 

 

And I also want to thank Judge DeSheplo for coming 

out.  I actually spoke to him today because the weather was 

supposed to be bad and said, Judge, you really don’t have to 

come.  He goes, no, I swore you in the first time, I want to 

swear you again, I will be there for you.  And he was. 

 

And I just want to thank the Ambulance Corps, Cathi 

Goldfischer, for her leadership and she made everything 

pretty easy.  She will not be president this year because of 

the bylaws of the Ambulance Corp. and she did it greatly, 

she did a great job.  And I drove with her actually on 

Wednesdays and it was interesting; it’s an interesting 

thing. 

 

And the worse thing that I can say is that I actually 



went to a person who was hit by a car.  Thank goodness it 

wasn’t serious. 

 

But it’s just amazing what those people go through 

and their dedication.  And I think we owe them all a debt of 

gratitude, as with all the emergency service units. 

 

And, Chief, I’m looking forward to working with you 

this year.  I think the first year we met you were a 

Sergeant.  So we’ve both come a long way. 

 

And I want to thank the Fort Lee Democratic Party for 

supporting Ila and myself. 
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And I think one of the big things we have to look at 

is the Affordable Healthcare Act, which we’ve already 

started discussing.  Because there are things in that 

legislation that do effect the municipality and I think it’s 

important that we get it under control because there could 

be a lot of hidden costs there that we’re not aware of yet 

but we will be very shortly. 

 

And, Al, I wish you the best. 

 

And, Rabbi, thank you for coming out tonight also. 

 

And thank you, Mr. Mayor.” 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – “Everyone in Fort Lee, as everyone else has 

said, Happy New Year. 

 

Congratulations and welcome back, Jan and Ila.  It’s 

great to work with you again. 

 

Chief, I got bad news for you, I’m still with you. 

 

I’d like to wish Peggy Thomas all the best on her 

retirement.  

  

And, Al, congratulations; welcome.  Now you can 

really see what you have in front of you. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – “Thank you, Mayor.  Thank you for swearing 

me in. 

 

Thank you, Neil, for holding the Bible. 

 

Thank you, Rabbi Berger, for your lovely invocation. 

 

And thank you, Kay Nest and the democratic party, for 

your help and support this year. 

 

As I begin my fifth term as councilwoman in the 

Borough of Fort Lee, I am more energized and excited tonight 

than I was twelve years ago when I began my first day as 

your councilwoman. 

 

The opportunities for growth, prosperity and 

development are limitless in Fort Lee today; while the 



challenges, demands and complexity of our times require 

leaders not only that have foresight, political acumen but 

technical organizational experience. 

 

I look forward to meeting these challenges on behalf 

of the residents of Fort Lee, our business community and all 

those who make up this vital and vibrant town that we live 

in and love. 

 

My election represents not only confidence in me but 

testament to this entire Mayor and Council.  I’m proud and 

happy to be back on the team to serve the residents of Fort 

Lee that we all love so much. 
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God bless you.  Thank you.” 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – I’d like to congratulate both my colleagues 

for coming back and also volunteering their time for the service 

of this community. 

 

A lot of people don’t realize how much time it takes 

to actually serve your community in the high level that my 

colleagues display each and every day, each and every week. 

It’s a privilege to serve the people of Fort Lee and 

also it’s a privilege to serve with this committed group of 

very talented, intelligent individuals. 

 

When we deliberate over something, there are seven 

viewpoints that are all expressed.  We don’t always agree on 

everything but when we come to a consensus, that consensus 

is built upon what is best to the people of Fort Lee and 

this community. 

 

And I’m proud to serve on an organization such as 

this where we keep the people of Fort Lee at the forefront 

both in our hearts, in our prayers and in our actions. 

 

Congratulations to the people of Fort Lee and 

congratulations to my colleagues. 

 

Also, Al, welcome to be onboard.  I think you’re 

going to enjoy the ride.  We have a lot of good things ahead 

of us.  We know that of those people that put up for the 

assignment, you came out on top.  There was no question 

about it that we made the right choice.  And we have a lot 

of faith that you’re going to really surprise a lot of 

people in the amount of talent that you bring to this 

organization.  And you’re going to make us look good and we 

know it. 

 

I’d also like to wish Lillian Ciufo a very quick and 

speedy recovery.  I know Lillian has had a little setback 

and we’ll have further news about that in the future. 

 

She is the sparkplug that keeps the engine of the 

Housing Authority going and we’re going to need her back 

pretty quickly and we wish you a speedy recovery. 

 

Once again, everybody have a safe, happy and healthy 

New Year. 

 



Gloria, welcome to the team. 

 

And, Chief, what wasn’t mentioned was that your 

Police Department has received a commendation for a certain 

level of excellence that was achieved, which was a 

tremendous achievement.  It was well-deserved and without 

question they did the right thing. 

 

So, with that, Happy New Year; have a healthy.  

Everybody get home safely please.” 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – “And, you know, before I conclude, I also want to 

express my thanks to Joe and Armand and also the Council for  
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the interview process for our new Borough Administrator.  Because, 

I will tell you, we left no rock unturned.  It was incredibly 

transparent.  We received 50 or 60 resumes.  We interviewed 20 or 

25 people.  We pared it down, for lack of a better term.  We then 

conducted interviews, before the full Council. 

 

And you know when I look back at that process I’m 

proud of the way we conducted ourselves because I really 

think that we, you know, we did a good job.  And welcome 

aboard, Al.” 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – “Yeah, I think we’d be remiss.  The 

Fort Lee Historic Society and Film Commission held a New 

Year’s party, which was absolutely fabulous.  It was done at 

Napoli and it was based on The Riviera Nightclub.  And they 

showed a slideshow that was just absolutely amazing of all 

the people that appeared there over the years.  And the food 

was basically what the restaurant served in the 1950’s. 

 

So it was really very, very interesting.  It was a 

great time, we had a ball.  

 

And I better stop because the snow is starting.” 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri “I just wanted to echo what my colleague 

said about The Night at The Riviera.  It was very well 

attended.  In fact, it was a sellout crowd.  They handed out 

menus from what The Riviera had, I guess it was 60 years 

ago, which was the night of their closing.  And to see that 

you can get a bottle of champagne for $8.00 was an eye-

opener. 

 

But it was very well attended.  They had two guests 

of honor, Jake LaMotta and Larry Storch.  The presentation 

was very well done.  The piece that was done that introduced 

them and The Riviera was absolutely top shelf.” 

 

 

Mr. Grant -   “Two years ago you were kind enough to honor a 

friend of our family, Julie Price, who was a hundred years 

old, with a proclamation and she was here that night.  And 

yesterday was her birthday and she’s a hundred and two.   

 

 She’s a wonderful person.  And she spent a lot of time 

she said when speaking to her at The Riviera.  So I just 

wanted to wish her a Happy 102
nd
 Birthday.” 

 



  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 
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Mayor Sokolich - “I just wanted to get one thing off my 

chest.  I know everybody’s rolling their eyes. 

 

I would never enjoy doing this job if I wasn’t 

blessed with the confidence that each of you have in me and 

the support that you give to me each and every day.  

 

 You know it’s not easy, every single decision, the big ones, 

the small ones, little pressure packed these days if you haven’t 

noticed but I can tell you, you guys make the job fun for me.  

Thank you for your support.  And God bless Fort Lee.” 

 

 

 There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 

on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 

and carried at 7:40 p.m. 

 

 

 

       _______________________ 

       Neil Grant 

       Municipal Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
RECESSED MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

Thursday, December 19, 2013/ 

January 2, 2014 @ 6:00 p.m. 

 

     The recessed meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ. 

 

       PRESENT:  Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                  Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

       ALSO PRESENT: Alfred Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                     Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                     J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

                      

 

SPECIAL MEETING STATEMENT 

 

      All members of this body have been advised both orally and 

in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 

place and proposed agenda hereof; 

 

      On December 20, 2013 a written notice of the time, place and 

proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 

Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 

 

 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 

THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the 

Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have 

requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2013. 

 

      Let the minutes reflect that this is a continuation of the 

regularly scheduled Mayor and Council meeting of December 19, 

2013.  

 

      Let the minutes also reflect that the 2014 Fort Lee Mayor 

and Council Reorganization Meeting will commence after the 

recessed meeting is completed. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich deferred his report until the Annual 

Reorganization Meeting which started immediately after this 

meeting. 

 

 

ROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 



     On motion by Council Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced relative to 

items CA-1 through CA-7. 

 

CA-1 - Approving Budget Transfers - $414,469.00 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the following 2013 budget appropriation transfers 

are hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, not less than two-

thirds of the full membership of the Governing Body concurring: 
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From     To    

      

 Salary & Wage Adjustment   $244,047.00    A& E S/W   $73,144.00   

 Police S/W   $100,000.00    Purchasing S/W  $  7,718.00   

 Fire Protection S/W   $50,072.00    Engineering S/W   $  1,007.00   

 Recreation S/W   $20,350.00    Economic Development S/W   $  1,489.00   

    Borough Clerk S/W   $  5,502.00   

    Payroll/Data Processing S/W   $  9,603.00   

    Collection of Taxes S/W   $27,556.00   

    Assessment of Taxes S/W   $  7,298.00   

    Rent Leveling S/W   $  1,936.00   

    Construction Official S/W   $10,953.00   

    Emergency Management S/W   $  1,643.00   

    Fire Prevention S/W   $30,931.00   

    Road Repair S/W   $  1,769.00   

    Communication -- repair S/W   $  3,141.00   

    Board of Health S/W   $42,048.00   

    Human Services S/W   $  3,623.00   

    Parks & Playgrounds S/W   $    128.00   

    Cultural & Heritage Affairs S/W   $ 5,468.00   

    Sewer System S/W   $ 9,090.00   

    Sub-total:   $ 244,047.00   

      

    Engineering O/E   $ 3,500.00   

    Economic Development O/E   $ 8,500.00   

    Communication -- dispatching O/E   $    328.00   

    Fire Prevention O/E   $ 1,600.00   

    Ambulance Corps O/E   $10,000.00   

    Public Buildings & Grounds O/E   $25,000.00   

    Auto Repair O/E   $50,000.00   

    Human Services O/E   $     900.00   

    Parks & Playgrounds O/E   $20,000.00   

    Special Events O/E   $  2,500.00   

    Cultural & Heritage Affairs O/E   $  2,107.00   

    Fire Hydrant O/E   $  4,000.00   

    Electricity O/E   $20,000.00   

    Telephone   $10,000.00   

    Sewer System O/E   $  3,000.00   

    Police & Firemen Retirement System   $  6,372.00   

    P.E.R.S.   $       15.00   

    Municipal Court O/E   $  2,600.00   



 Sub-total:  $170,422.00   

      

 TOTAL:  

 $     

414,469.00    $414,469.00 

 $     

469.00  
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CA-2 - Approving Cancellation of Outstanding Debits and Credits on 

the Tax Collector’s Books for 2012 in the Amount of $10.00 and 

Less 

 

WHEREAS, there are a number of outstanding debits and credits 

on the Tax Collector’s books for the period January 1 , 2011 

through December 31, 2012 in the amounts of ten dollars ($10.00) 

or less, 

 

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that all debits and credits of ten 

dollars ($10.00) or less be and are hereby cancelled, as per 

listing kept in the office of the Tax Collector-Treasurer. 

 

 

CA-3 - Authorizing the Chief Financial Officer to Cancel 

Outstanding Open Checks in Various Accounts for 2012 and Prior 

Years - $28,256.05 

 

 

WHEREAS, there remain checks outstanding on the Borough of 

Fort Lee’s banking records for 2012 and prior years; and 

 

      WHEREAS, every attempt has been made by the Chief Financial 

Officer to have the checks cleared, 

 

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Chief Financial Officer is 

hereby authorized to cancel the following outstanding amounts in 

the various accounts (See Attached Schedule {A} Available in the 

Office of the Borough Clerk) in the total amount of $28,256.05. 

 

Account Name                              Amount 

 

Current Improvement Trust                 $6,800.00 

Current Account       15,756.25 

Developers Escrow        4,111.48 

Parks & Recreation Trip Admissions            40.00 

Payroll          1,548.32 

 

Grand Total:                             $28,256.05   

 

Schedule A (2012) 

 

Date   Check #     Amount 

 

Capital Account 

 



1/2012  76935   $6,800.00 

 

Total:     $6,800.00 

 

Current Account 

              

 2/2012  82185  $   130.00 

 3/2012    82267      332.81 

 3/2012  82354          80.00 

 3/2012    82551    1,000.00 

 7/2012    83777         532.70 

 9/2012    84484         180.00 

10/2012    84562      10,000.00 

10/2012    84563          26.74 

10/2012    84566         425.00  

10/2012  84567      160.00 
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10/2012    84568      420.00 

10/2012  84798    2,404.00 

11/2012    84884       65.00 

  

 Total:    $15,756.25 

 

 

Developers Escrow 

 

 2/2012    19559        $197.41 

 4/2012    19599       1,319.13 

 4/2012    19602       1,297.70 

 4/2012    19605       1,297.24  

 

 Total:               $4,111.48 

 

 

Parks & Recreation Trip Admissions 

 

 6/2012  17228      $40.00 

 

 Total:        $40.00 

 

Payroll 

 

 9/2012    84484         403.11 

10/2012    84562          14.09 

10/2012    84563         237.19 

10/2012    84566           2.32  

10/2012  84567      211.15 

10/2012    84568      484.46 

10/2012  84798       34.39 

11/2012    84884      161.61 

  

 Total:     $1,548.32 

 

 Grand Total:   $28,256.05 

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Outstanding Credits on the Tax Collector’s 

Books for 2012 to be Credited Back to Surplus - $255,442.52 

 

WHEREAS, there are outstanding credits on the Tax Collector’s 

books for the period of January 1
st
 through December 31, 2012, 

 

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the balance of these credits be 

credited back to surplus in the amount of $255,442.52 as per the 

listing kept in the office of the Tax Collector-Treasurer.   



 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Cancellation of Certain Current Fund Budget 

Appropriation Balances  

 

 WHEREAS, the following Current Fund budget appropriation 

balances remain unexpended: 

 

 Appropriation Name        Amount 

 

 Other Insurance   $    80,000.00 

Group Insurance     $    90,000.00 

 Police S/W    $    20,000.00 

 

 

Recessed Meeting                               December 19, 2013/  

                                                  January 2, 2014 

                                                          Page #5 

 

Salary & Wage Adjustment      $    55,953.00 

 

FICA      $    90,000.00 

 

and, 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so 

that the unexpended balances may be credited to surplus, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the above listed unexpended balances 

of the Current Fund be and are canceled. 

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Cancellation of Unexpended Balances of Certain  

Capital Ordinances  

  

 WHEREAS, the following Capital Ordinance balances remain 

unexpended: 

 

  Funded  Unfunded 

88-12:    $   3,619.00  $     -0- 

93-12:             $   2,970.00         -0- 

94-35:             $      136.00         -0- 

01-40:             $   4,750.00                        -0- 

02-34:  $      500.00         -0-  

02-35:              $     250.00                         -0- 

03-24            -0-  $     100.00 
 

and, 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so 

that the unexpended balance may be credited to Capital surplus, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the above listed unexpended balances 

of Capital Ordinances be and are canceled. 

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New 

Jersey for Period Covering October 1st – December 31, 2013 -   

$1,425.00 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 

authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 

America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  

amount of $1,425.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 

for the period covering October 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013. 

Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 



Human Services; and 

 

01-2887 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there were no Civil Unions during 

the aforementioned time period. 

 

 

      There being no discussion, on motion by Councilman Cervieri, 

seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 

through CA-7) was approved unanimously. 
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COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

      All of the council members deferred their reports to the 

reorganization meeting. 

 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 

public for discussion. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – asked the public to defer their comments until 

the Annual Reorganization Meeting unless there was something of 

urgency that needed to be said at this time.  

 

 No one from the public choose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

 

      There being no further discussion, the recessed meeting was 

adjourned on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan and carried at 6:05 p.m.  

 

 

 

                                   _________________________ 

                                   Neil Grant 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


