
REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                      Thursday, December 16, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

PRESENTATION

District 38 Assembly persons Robert Gordon and Joan Voss
presented the Borough with a check for $490,000 for extraordinary
aid and funds for homeland security.  The funds go into the
Borough’s operating budget to reduce money to be raised through
taxes.  There is also an additional grant of $215,000 for the
Borough’s new community center.  Mr. Gordon added that he along
with Ms. Voss and District 38 State Senator Joseph Coniglio
work together to bring as much aid as possible back to the
District 38 taxpayers.

Assemblywoman Voss stated that she misses being on the
Borough Council, but she can do a lot more for Fort Lee and the
citizens of District 38 as an Assemblywoman.  She added that
$340,000 is for extraordinary aid and $150,000 for homeland
security to be used by the Police Department as they see fit.

She wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and a
Happy New Year.

  
Mayor Alter accepted the check on behalf of the Borough.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter pointed out that the next item is not listed on
the evening’s agenda.  It is an emergent item.

Mr. Pohan recused himself and left the podium at this point. 

Mayor Alter stated that a few years back the Borough fought
very hard to have Ross Dock approved for restoration for ferry
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service.  The Borough lost in getting that done.  Since then the
Borough of Edgewater is putting ferry service back into its town.
Concurrent with that is the apparent demise of New York Waterway.
There are thousands of ferry riders who are in jeopardy.  Ferry
service is one of a few good alternatives to the George
Washington Bridge (GWB).  There are many residents of Fort Lee
who would use ferry service if it were available to them.  At the
time of the Ross Dock discussions, the Borough had cooperation
with the Parking Authority in that the Parking Authority would
use its buses to move residents to the proposed ferry service at
Ross’ Dock.   It was agreed by Edgewater officials that if
Edgewater got ferry service, then the Borough could bus its
residents to Edgewater.  He had a conversation with the Mayor of
Edgewater yesterday.  They are proposing two ferry stops, one of
which would be reachable by the Borough’s buses at the foot of
Route 5. 

He has prepared a resolution that he believes is a good
resolution.  If Fort Lee residents are going to take the ferry, 
it will be more financially feasible for whoever eventually runs
the service.  He spoke to the money the Port Authority made in
running the GWB in 2003 and the net losses of the New York/New
Jersey PATH system.  He believes it is unfair for drivers of the
GWB to be subsidizing the PATH.  He is asking the governing body
to pass a resolution expressing the Borough’s interests and
suggesting that whoever does ferry service out of Edgewater, the
Port Authority get involved with their ferry division.  

RESOLUTION

R-A -  Requesting That the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey Offer its Ferry Division Expertise to Aid a Ferry
Transportation Alternative From the Edgewater Area

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

     WHEREAS, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey on
its most recent Annual Report stated that the George Washington
Bridge and Bus Station had a net income of $169,778,000; and

     WHEREAS, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
provides considerable subsidy to the PATH Systems which has a net
loss from operations of $182,389,000; and

     WHEREAS, the toll paying drivers who use the George
Washington Bride generally pay a $6.00 toll plus automobile
insurance; and

     WHEREAS, they have little alternative transportation
available to them; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is prepared to provide free
bus shuttle service to a ferry at Edgewater which will make the
Edgewater location more valuable to a ferry operator, and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey should offer its ferry division expertise to aid a
ferry transportation alternative from the Edgewater area, whether
this be by private operator or New Jersey State Department of
Transportation.  Such assistance should be financial as well as
managerial.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Sokolich, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri
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NAY: Councilman Villano

ABSENT: Councilman Pohan

Mr. Pohan returned to his council seat at this point.

PRESENTATION

Fort Lee Film Commission

Tom Meyers, Director of Cultural & Heritage Affairs, Kay
Nest, Vice-Chair, and Richard Koszarski, all members of the Fort
Lee Film Commission, were present at the podium for the following
presentation. 

Mr. Meyers stated that the Borough celebrated its 100th

anniversary this year.  At the beginning of the year there were
no books written about the Borough, but by the end of the year
there were two books written about Fort Lee.  One book was
previously presented to the Mayor and Council a few months ago.
The book being presented tonight was released in October of this
year.  He read a portion of the book that the Mayor wrote, which
introduces the book.  He praised the Mayor for all of his support
over the years to the Film Commission and for the history and
cultural programs in Fort Lee.  He thanked Mr. Pohan, liaison to
the Film Commission, who has been very supportive.  He thanked
members of the Film Commission and the volunteers who assisted in
some of the writing and typing for Mr. Koszarski. 

Mr. Koszarski spoke to the importance of Fort Lee’s
Centennial and the significance of movie-making in Fort Lee.  He
also thanked all the people who helped him put the book together.
He presented his book, “Fort Lee: The Film Town”, to the Mayor
and Council, Borough Administrator, Borough Clerk and Borough
Attorney.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Villano seconded by Councilman
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 2, 2002
Closed Session pertaining to the Tax Assessor were approved with
Council Members Pohan, Sokolich and Sargenti abstaining.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 28,
2004 Regular Meeting were approved.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the November
23, 2004 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Pohan
abstaining.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 2,
2004 Executive Session were approved.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 22, 2004
Closed Session pertaining to the Tax Assessor were approved with
Councilman Sargenti abstaining.
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PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2004-44 - Authorizing an Emergency Appropriation
for Revaluation - $250,000

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-44 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY
APPROPRIATION N.J.S. 40A:4-53.”

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked what is the purpose
of the emergency appropriation and why is it an emergency
appropriation.

Ms. Thomas stated that it is for funding for the completion
of the revaluation.  If the Borough does not use the full
$250,000, the remainder of the balance would be cancelled.  It is
an appropriation that is raised over five years.  Ms. Thomas
added the State regulates several items that can be deemed as
special emergency appropriations.  This is one of those items.

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-45 - Bond Ordinance for New Fire Truck - Triple
Combination Pumper - $525,000

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-45 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,
IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE
ACQUISITION OF A FIRE TRUCK FOR THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND
APPROPRIATING $525,000 THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE
OF $498,750 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TO
FINANCE THE SAME.”

There being no public discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti.

Mr. Sokolich asked if this bond ordinance relates to the
fire truck that the Borough is scheduled to reject later tonight. 

Mr. Cohen replied that the rejection of the fire truck is
for a technical reason.  The Borough may go out to bid
immediately again.  

Ms. Thomas added that the bonding should be in place for the
fire truck before the bid is actually awarded.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-46 - Amending Chapter 261, Section 32, “Land
Use Ordinance” - List of Property Owners Furnished
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On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-46 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 261, SECTION 32 OF THE FORT LEE CODE, ENTITLED ‘LAND USE
PROCEDURES’ - LIST OF PROPERTY OWNERS FURNISHED.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-8.

CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                                $4,531,200.25
Capital                                          957,450.24
Trust (Accutrack)                                 49,702.15
Trust (Old)                                             n/a   
Police Activity Account                           23,277.91
Senior Citizen Computer Account                       75.05
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    6,475.96
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                        n/a
Centennial Fund                                        n/a
Wedding Fees                                           n/a
Trip Admissions                                        n/a
Multiple Dwelling                                      n/a
Construction Fees                                      n/a
Special Dog Account                                    n/a
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                         n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                          6,093.33
Redemption Account                               63,201.81

Total:                                       $5,637,476.70

CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for Mary Boujotas for
Fire Company #1 and Auxiliary Application for Joseph Rodriguez
for Fire Company #2

The firefighter application for Mary Boujotas for Fire
Company #1 and auxiliary firefighter application for Joseph
Rordtiguez was approved.

CA-3 - Authorizing Rejection of Bid and Authorizing Purchasing
Consultant to Advertise for Rebid for a New Triple
Combination Fire Truck for the Fort Lee Fire Department

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
were desirous of purchasing a triple combination pumper fire
truck for the Fort Lee Fire Department; and
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     WHEREAS, on November, 2004, one (1) bid was received by the
Borough for the project as follows:

Name Amount

1. Pierce Manufacturing, Inc. (“Pierce”) $446,806
        7751 Collections Center Drive
        Chicago, Illinois 60693

WHEREAS, the bid documents were reviewed by the Purchasing
Consultant, and Borough Attorney; and

WHEREAS, the Pierce bid fails to comply with the conditions
and specifications imposed.  Specifically, the exception taken by
Pierce with regard to “Indemnification Covenants” as specified in
paragraph thirty-five (35) is a material departure from the bid
conditions and specifications.  Thus, the bid submitted by Pierce
is nonconforming and invalid.  See N.J.S.A 40A:11-1, et seq.,

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the bid submitted to the Borough by
Pierce Manufacturing, Inc. for the triple combination pumper is
hereby rejected; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Purchasing Consultant shall
prepare new specifications and re-advertise bids for the
aforementioned fire truck.

CA-4 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave, South Hackensack,
New Jersey, to Provide Necessary Environmental Services to
Address the Recommendations for Air Pollution Permitting and
Underground Storage Tank Compliance as Required by the State
- $3,500

     WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering was awarded a contract
by the Borough of Fort Lee in 2004 to serve as Borough Engineer;
and

     WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue,
South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606, has submitted a detailed
proposal for engineering services dated November 22, 2004 related
to a Environmental Joint Insurance Fund Audit to address the
recommendations for air pollution permitting and underground
storage tank (UST) compliance as required by the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection; and

     WHEREAS, Boswell’s proposal consists of two tasks as
follows:

          1.  UST Compliance - Fee Not to Exceed $2,500
          2.  Air Pollution Permitting - Fee Not to Exceed $1,000

     WHEREAS, that the aforesaid award of contract is a specific
exception to the public bidding laws as a professional service
contract, thereby dispensing with the necessity of public 
bidding,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Boswell McClave Engineering, be and
is hereby appointed and directed to undertake the items listed
above; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Boswell McClave Engineering
shall be paid a fee not to exceed ($3,500.00) for both tasks; 
and
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     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Boswell’s fee does not include
the NJDEP fee of $250.00 for a five year permit at each site
($500.00 total) which fee is payable directly to the Treasurer -
State of New Jersey; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award of this
contract is subject to and conditioned upon written certification
from the Chief Financial Officer of the current availability of
funds; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and
the original proposal shall be kept on record in the Borough
Clerk’s Office for public inspection, pursuant to law.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough shall advertise the
award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-5 - Authorizing Person to Person Liquor License Transfer From
Carlo Russo Wine & Spirit World, Inc. to J.D. Salthouse
Associates, Inc. t/a Smart Buy Wine and Spirits at 102 Linwood
Plaza

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person to
person transfer of plenary retail distribution license 0219-44-
031-006, heretofore issued to Carlo Russo Wine & Spirit World,
Inc., t/a The Wine Source a New Jersey corporation for premises
located at 102 Linwood Plaza, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has
been properly renewed for the current license term; and

WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as
pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title
33; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase
of the license and the licensed business and all additional
financing obtained in connection with the license business; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance
certificate for person to person transfer from the State of New
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation,
Trenton, New Jersey,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing
Body does hereby approve the transfer of the aforesaid
plenary retail distribution license to J.D. Salthouse Associates,
Inc, t/a Smart Buy Wine & Spirits at the same business address,
effective December 16, 2004 and does hereby direct the Borough
Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership.

CA-6 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Various Items

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for: 

.  Decontamination Trailer for Emergency Management

.  Used Breathing Air Mobil Refilling System for Emergency
         Management
     .  VAC-All Truck for the DWP
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     .  3-Ton Split Air Conditioning System With/Four 110,000     
         BTU Gas Fired Furnaces for the Richard A. Nest Senior    
         Citizens’ Center

CA-7 - Authorizing Purchase of a Morphcheck Print Livescan System 
for the Police Department Through Sagem Morpho Inc., Tacoma,
Washington - New Jersey State Contract #A50329 - $25,800

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of
a Morphocheck #1LS2-R250 10 Print Livescan System; and

WHEREAS, the Livescan System is available through Sagem
Morpho Inc. via New Jersey State Contract #A50329 (T1985); and

WHEREAS, the cost of the equipment is over the bid threshold
amount of $17,500 and the expenditure must be authorized by 
resolution of the governing body,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to
purchase the aforementioned Livescan System by purchase order
from Sagem Morpho Inc., 1145 Broadway Plaza, Suite 200, Tacoma,
Washington, 98402 in the amount of $25,800.00; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has
certified that funds to be used for this purchase are being made
available through forfeiture funds through the Bergen County
Prosecutor’s office.

CA-8 - Authorizing Hiring of Winter Seasonal Employees for the
Recreation Department - Termination Date March 25, 2005

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have
determined that these positions must be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to
the positions and rates of compensation indicated with the
Department of Recreation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of 
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective
date of January 1, 2005 and a termination date of March 25, 2005.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-6 and CA-7.

Ms. Thomas responded to her inquiries.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-8) was approved
unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS

R-1 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled
Follender, 1512 Palisade Avenue, Block 3203, Lot 4C015J, 4.132
and 4.133 vs. Borough of Fort Lee

Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the
podium.
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Councilman Villano introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

     WHEREAS, David Follender is the owner of certain residential
condominium premises located at 1512 Palisade Avenue, also known
as Block 3203, Lot 4C015J, 4.132 and 4.133; and

     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Follender vs. Borough of
Fort Lee, under Docket No. 7462-04; and

     WHEREAS, settlement has been recommended by the Tax Appeal
Attorney and the Borough’s appraiser that the matter be settled
at this time, and that such settlement is in the best interest of
the Borough, and

WHEREAS, this settlement has been reached over the objection
of the Tax Assessor,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney, be and he
is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all
documents necessary in order to finalize the settlement of
litigation entitled Follender vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under
Docket No. 7462-04 so that the 2004 assessment will be reduced
from $1,170,000 to $1,105,000; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforementioned settlement is
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgement interest by
the taxpayer.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

Mr. Cervieri returned to his council seat at this point.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - noted that he supports the work of the Fort
Lee Film Commission and has heavily supported the book at
Border’s.  The book is fascinating.  It has contemporaneous
accounts of when Fort Lee was the film capital of the country.

He commended Tom Meyers for helping to obtain a grant from
Unilever in the amount of $5,000 for the new Fort Lee Community
Center.  The funds will support the professional stage lighting
equipment, sound equipment, screen and curtains at the facility.

He wished everyone a happy holiday.

Councilman Sokolich - stated that he is proud to live in a town
that has as much history that can fill up a book and express the
interests of where Fort Lee has come from over the last one
hundred years.  He praised the people who spent their time
volunteering at night and who put in the research to make the
book possible.

He stated that two public hearings have occurred regarding
the Town and Country development.  Another hearing is scheduled
for Wednesday, January 12th at Fort Lee Public School #1.  He
feels that not enough people have attended the meetings.  It is
one of the most important projects that the Borough has seen. 
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The experts and planners have been making a factual and sensitive
presentation.  He implored people to participate in the public
hearings regarding the development.

He wished everyone a safe and healthy holiday season.

Councilman Villano - recommended the book “His Excellency” which
is about George Washington.  Fort Lee is noted in the book.

He mentioned that the Second Look Shoppe is open on Thursday
and Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and on Saturday from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The Second Look Shoppe raises money for
the Fort Lee Community Fund and it helps people who do not
qualify for welfare, but who do need assistance at a particular
time.  Donations can be made during these hours at the Madonna
rectory at 340 Main Street.

He wished everyone a belated Happy Hanukkah, a Merry
Christmas and a happy, peaceful and prosperous New Year. 

 
Councilman Sargenti - thanked the film commission members for the
book that he was given earlier this evening.

He wished everyone a happy and healthy holiday season.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - announced that the Parking Authority is
offering two hour free parking during the holiday shopping
season. 

She wished everyone a Happy Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.  

Councilman Cervieri - expressed his appreciation for the people
who work in the Borough, to the numerous volunteers who give of
their time and of their lives to make everyone else’s lives
better.

He wished everyone a safe, happy and healthy holiday season.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker   Subject Response

Nina Levinson         .Holiday Parking Time       Ms. Kasofsky
1560 West St.           Limit

                      .Tax Appeal (R-1)           Mr. Grant
                      
                      .Time Warner Cable          Mayor Alter
                        Contract                  Mr. Cervieri

Ms. Thomas acknowledged the work that former Police Chief
Thomas Tessaro did in getting Unilever to make their donation. 

Mr. Grant announced that the continuation of this meeting
and the reorganization meeting of the Mayor and Council will be
held on January 2, 2005 commencing at 12:00 noon in the Council
Chambers.
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There being no further discussion, on motion by Councilman
Villano, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, at 9:05 p.m, the
meeting was recessed to 12:00 noon on January 2, 2005.

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                       Tuesday, November 23, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Sokolich, Villano,
                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri

ABSENT:  Councilman Pohan 

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

3.  On November 10, 2004, a written notice of the change in
date and time for this meeting was posted at the Municipal
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

4.  On the same date a copy of said written notice was
mailed to the Record, Jersey Journal and Time Warner Cable and 
copies were mailed to all persons who have requested copies of
such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2004.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter stated that he received a call from Assemblyman
Robert Gordon today on behalf of Assemblywoman Joan Voss and
State Senator Joseph Coniglio indicating that the Borough will be
receiving a State grant of $250,000 for putting in some of the
equipment to the new community center.  He described some of the
amenities that the new building will have and stated that the
building will be used by the entire Borough’s population.  The
facility, when completed, will be one of the best facilities in
the State.

Mayor Alter received another phone call from an aide from
Senator Lautenberg’s office indicating that the Borough will be
receiving a $72,000 federal grant to upgrade the kitchen in the
Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ building.

PRESENTATIONS

Fort Lee Baseball - American League, National League and Babe
Ruth
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Mr. Sokolich stated that several months ago, the Fort Lee
American and National Little Leagues played against each other
for the district championship.  The Mayor and Council deemed it
appropriate that all of the baseball teams be saluted tonight.
He praised all the volunteer coaches for their efforts.  

Mr. Sargenti concurred that this was a unique year for the
baseball teams.  He explained what happened over the last five
years to get the different leagues to play games against each
other.  It helped develop the kids by giving them more games to
play.  He explained the different traveling teams and how the
schedule has been expanded, including the girls’ softball teams. 
He told the parents and children that this was their evening and
he was proud of them.

Mr. Sargenti stated that the Babe Ruth team ended up with a
record of 15 and 1.  Ira Gilbert, President of the League, is ill
tonight.  This was the first time in the history of Fort Lee
Baseball that the Babe Ruth team won the district championship. 
He introduced all the players, who came up to the podium and were
presented their championship jackets by their manager, Jim Ross
and their coach, Donald Sratace.

Mr. Sargenti stated that the Fort Lee American Little League
team was the runner-up in District Six this year.  He introduced
all the players, who came up to the podium and were presented
with their runner-up jackets by Richard Radoian, President of the
American League, and their manager John La Russo, and their
coaches, Joseph Holzapfel and Jessie Guttman.  

Mr. Sargenti mentioned that nine Bergen County towns are
part of the District Six Championship won by the Fort Lee
National Little League team.  He stated that Morris Ginsburg, who
is one of the coaches of the National League team, was the first
manager for a Fort Lee National League to win a district
championship in 1965.  That team finished second in the entire
State.  It lost in the final game by a score of 1-0 in extra
innings.  Jim Ross, manager of this year’s team, was the manager
for the second district championship team in 1993.  He introduced
all the players, who came up to the podium and were presented
their championship jackets by Dan Francolino, President of the
National League, and Messrs. Ross and Ginsberg and Assistant
Coach Rich DiPhillipis.

Mr. Ginsberg stated that he just finished his forty-fifth
year of coaching.  He gave credit to the Fort Lee Athletic Club
which has sponsored the National League team for many years.  He
thanked the Mayor and Council for their support. 

Board of Education - Presentation of a Painting to the Mayor and
Council

Mayor Alter noted the picture of George Washington sitting
atop his horse and gazing across the Hudson.  He mentioned that
Tom Meyers had pointed out this past weekend that Fort Lee is
hallowed ground; it was the encampment for the forces of George
Washington during the Revolutionary War.  The army of the United
States was the smallest it would ever be, with fewer than 3,000
troops.  The British chased the army troops to Valley Forge.  A
lot has happened since then.  He stated that the British are the
United States’ greatest allies today.  Perhaps there is a lesson
to be learned.  He hopes that it does not take two hundred years
for the people of the Middle East and other places who are not in
love with the United States to eventually become friends of
America.
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James Viola, VFW Post 2342 Commander, gave an overview of
how the picture was found in the basement of School #1 by
Municipal Court Judge and Board of Education Attorney Robert
Tessaro.  He was immediately impressed by the picture that was
done by H. Willard Ortlip in 1934.  He brought the painting over
to fellow VFW member Rudy Pizzaro, who kept the painting until
Ortlip’s son, Paul Ortlip could make the trip to Fort Lee from
his home in Florida.  In June, Mr. Ortlip spent three days
restoring the painting and making repairs to damage caused by age
and lack of proper storage.  

Nancy Stern, Board of Education President, on behalf of the
Board of Education and Administration, presented the painting of
George Washington to the Mayor and Council in honor of the
Borough’s one hundredth anniversary.  She thanked Messrs. Viola
and Meyers for making this dream become a reality.  She hopes
that the Mayor and Council will find a suitable home for a
painting so rich in the town’s history.

Mr. Paul Ortlip spoke to his father’s work, as well as his
own experiences as an artist who witnessed many significant
moments in history.  He recognized many former Fort Lee Mayors’
paintings in the council chambers that he had painted.  He said
that he actually used the painting in a 1979 retrospective show
that he did.  After that the picture was lost.  He said in
closing that nobody knows today exactly what George Washington
looked like.  People today have to rely on artists of the era to
know what he looked like.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September
23, 2004 Special Meeting (Closed Session Minutes) were approved
with Council Members Kasofsky and Cervieri abstaining.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the November 4,
2004 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Cervieri
abstaining.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-44 - Authorizing an Emergency Appropriation
for Revaluation - $250,000

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2004-44 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION N.J.S. 40A:4-53” was
introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
December 16, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-45 - Bond Ordinance for New Fire Truck - Triple
Combination Pumper - $525,000

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-45 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,
PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A FIRE TRUCK FOR THE BOROUGH OF 
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FORT LEE AND APPROPRIATING $525,000 THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF $498,750 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT
LEE TO FINANCE THE SAME,” was introduced and passed on first
reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
December 16, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-46 - Amending Chapter 261, Section 32, “Land
Use Ordinance” - List of Property Owners Furnished

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sokolich, and carried, Ord. #2004-46 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 261, SECTION 32 OF THE FORT
LEE CODE, ENTITLED ‘LAND USE PROCEDURES’ - LIST OF PROPERTY
OWNERS FURNISHED,” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
December 16, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance #2004-43 - Amending Chapter 372, Articles I and II,
Various Amendments to Taxicab and Limousine Ordinance

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-43 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 372,
TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE 1 TAXICABS AND ARTICLE II
LIMOUSINES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”

Yolanda Falcon, owner of Falcon Limousine, questioned the
rationale behind the Borough increasing the number of limousine
licenses from ten to twelve.

Mr. Cervieri spoke to the time it takes for the public to
get a taxicab in inclement weather.  Fort Lee being the size that
it is today with further future growth expected, it is his belief
that it is time to expand the type of service that makes Fort Lee
the type of community that continues to attract people to live,
work and to raise families.

Ms. Falcon spoke to the differences between taxi and
limousine services, and she wanted to know if the Mayor and
Council have thought about that with the pending ordinance
amendment.   She believes that nothing is broken and the
ordinance should not be changed to add new limousine companies. 
She was not against adding more taxi service.

Mr. Grant explained that the pending ordinance would
increase taxi licenses from five to six and limousine licenses
from ten to twelve.

Mr. Sokolich asked Mr. Grant if anyone has requested the
additional limousine licenses.  

Mr. Grant replied that one limousine licensee moved to
Demarest which cut the number of active licenses to nine, and 
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that he has other limousine applications pending.

Mr. Sokolich stated that the Borough is trying to maintain
the best level of quality for the residents.  He added that he
understands Ms. Falcon’s perspective, but the Borough’s
perspective is non-pecuniary in nature.

Mr. Sokolich stated that adding two limousine licenses
should not negatively impact Falcon’s business, a business that
has been well run for over forty years.  The Borough’s position
is to increase supply for increasing demand. 

Ms. Falcon did not disagree with Mr. Sokolich’s statement.

Mayor Alter did not see the increase of limousine service as
detrimental to a forty year old business.

Neil Strahl, managing partner of Babe’s Taxi, said that the
Borough is within its rights to grant another taxi license, but
the Borough should take into account a couple of issues.  He
mentioned the traffic in town causes delays for people to get cab
service.

Mr. Cervieri disagreed that traffic was the reason people
have to wait a hour or two to get a cab.

Mr. Strahl spoke to the taxi stand on Bridge Plaza North. 
The taxi stand ordinance lets only a certain number of cabs wait. 
He thinks if another license is issued, that should be looked
into.

Mr. Cervieri said that there are very few cars at the stand
on Bridge Plaza North.

Mr. Strahl said he has been running his business for fifteen
years.

Mr. Cervieri gave an overview of the history of ownership of
Babe’s Taxi.

Mr. Strahl indicated that his business is undergoing
difficult times due to the high cost of insurance and fuel. 
There have been a number of other companies that have had
licenses over the last fifteen years.  He asked that if another
license is granted that the Borough be careful as to who they let
into town.

Mr. Cervieri asked how many licenses does Babe’s own and how
many cabs are they allowed to put on the streets.

Mr. Grant said that there is no limit to the number of cabs
a company can own.  

Mr. Strahl said he currently has twenty-five cars on the
road now.  He said that any company that comes into the Borough
will have the same insurance issues that he does.

Mr. Sokolich asked why Babe’s has three different licenses.

Mr. Grant replied that there was a lawsuit many years ago
that permitted them to carry three separate licenses.

Mr. Strahl said that he is also speaking on behalf of Kathy
Dawson, owner of A-1 Car & Taxi Service.

Mr. Sokolich asked how many cars does A-1 currently have.

Mr. Grant replied A-1 has seven or eight cars.
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On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Ordinance was tabled on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

Mr. Grant said that any amending ordinance would have to be
introduced next year.

Mayor Alter said that what happened tonight is a reaction to
complaints.  He was open to suggestions on how to increase the
supply of taxis.  He is aware of the high cost of fuel and
wondered if a modest increase in fares would add more taxis to
the road.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15.

CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                                $9,016,281.31
Capital                                        1,653,711.95
Trust (Accutrack)                                 25,412.89
Trust (Old)                                             n/a
Police Activity Account                            3,912.57
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,980.21
Senior Citizen Computer Account                         n/a
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a
Centennial Fund                                         n/a
Wedding Fees                                            n/a
Trip Admissions                                         n/a
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a
Construction Fees                                       n/a
Special Dog Account                                     n/a
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                          n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                           9,141.69
Redemption Account                                   564.02

CA-2 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local
Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, Municipal
Recycling Assistance Program - $8,666.06

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion
of any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality
when such item shall have been made available by law and the
amount thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the
Budget; and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an
item of appropriation for an equal amount; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $8,666.06 from the
State of New Jersey and wishes to amend its 2004 Budget to
include a portion of this amount as an item of revenue,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the
insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2004,
in the sum of...........................................$8,666.06
which is now available as a revenue item from:
   Miscellaneous Revenues
     Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior
     Written Consent of the Director of Local Government 
     Services:
       County Revenues Offset with Appropriations:
         Municipal Recycling Assistance Program–Other Expenses

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of ........$8,666.06
be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption:

General Appropriations:
        (a) Operations excluded from CAPS
              County Programs Offset by Revenues
                Municipal Recycling Assistance Program - Other

  Expenses

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby
directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the
Director of Local Government Services.

CA-3 -  Approving Firefighter Application for Khristopher Thomas
for Fire Company #3

The firefighter application for Khristopher Thomas for Fire
Company #3 was approved

CA-4 - Authorizing Seasonal Hiring of Christina Blue for the Tax
Collector’s Office - $10.00 Hourly

WHEREAS, a winter seasonal position exists within the Chief
Financial Office and the Mayor and Council have determined that
this position should be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individual be hired
for winter help, at the hourly rate of compensation listed,
respectively:

Employee’s Name: Department Hourly Rate: Start

Christina Blue      Finance     $10.00     December 20th   
             

CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Gerard Martin, Jr. and John Obertlik
as School Crossing Guards - Retroactive to November 8th

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in
the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm:

Gerard R. Martin, Jr.
1039 Fairview Lane

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

John Obertlik
5-7th Street

Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 07632

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above hires be made
retroactive to Monday, November 8, 2004.
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CA-6 - Authorizing Part Time Hiring of David V. Alvarez Jr. as
an Emergency Medical Technician - $14.12

WHEREAS, there is an Emergency Medical Technician vacancy in
the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps and the Mayor and Council have
determined that this vacancy must be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that David V. Alvarez, Jr., be hired to
the part-time position of Emergency Medical Technician with the
Fort Lee Ambulance Corps, with an effective date of November 29,
2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of
Personnel.  This position shall be at the wage of $14.12 per
hour, not to exceed 19.5 hours per week.

CA-7 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled
Sananes, 246 Westview Avenue, Block 2405, Lot 15, vs. Borough of
Fort Lee

     WHEREAS, Leon and Rina Sananes are the owners of 246
Westview Avenue, Block 2405, Lot 15; and

     WHEREAS, a tax appeal is presently pending with regard to
the 2004 revaluation assessment; and

     WHEREAS, settlement has been negotiated and recommended, and

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney, be and he
is hereby authorized and directed to execute all documents
necessary in order to effectuate settlement of the presently
pending litigation entitled Sananes vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so
that the 2004 assessment will be reduced from $822,300 to a total
of $787,700; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforementioned settlement is
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgement interest by
the taxpayer.

CA-8 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled
Huang, 288 Maple Street, Block 6702, Lot 5, vs. Borough of Fort
Lee

     WHEREAS, Nenita Huang is the owner of certain residential
property located at 288 Maple Street, Block 6702, Lot 5; and

     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Huang vs. Borough of
Fort Lee, under Docket No. 2606-04; and

     WHEREAS, settlement has been recommended by the Tax Assessor
and Tax Appeal Attorney that the matter be settlement at this
time, and that such settlement is in the best interest of the
Borough,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney, be and he
is hereby authorized and directed to execute all documents
necessary in order to effectuate settlement of the presently
pending litigation entitled Huang vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so
that the 2004 assessment will be reduced from $758,300 to a total
of $715,000; and
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     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforementioned settlement is
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgement interest by
the taxpayer.

CA-9 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled
Huang, 510 Stillwell Avenue, Block 2702, Lot 59, vs. Borough of
Fort Lee

     WHEREAS, Nenita Huang is the owner of certain residential
property located at 510 Stillwell Avenue, Block 2702, Lot 59; and

     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Huang vs. Borough of
Fort Lee, under Docket No. 2607-04; and

     WHEREAS, settlement has been recommended by the Tax Assessor
and Tax Appeal Attorney that the matter be settlement at this
time, and that such settlement is in the best interest of the
Borough,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney, be and he
is hereby authorized and directed to execute all documents
necessary in order to effectuate settlement of the presently
pending litigation entitled Huang vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so
that the 2004 assessment will be reduced from $750,100 to a total
of $720,000; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforementioned settlement is
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgement interest by
the taxpayer.

CA-10 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for 2004-2005 for
Mac-On, Inc. (Inactive License)

WHEREAS, a liquor license renewal application was filed in
the Borough Clerk's Office on July 1st after the initial filing
deadline for Mac-On Inc (0219-33-040-008); and

WHEREAS, Mac-On Inc, had received tax clearance renewal on
May 13, 2004 from the State of New Jersey, Department of the
Treasury, Division of Taxation, and that the renewal application
was filed in the Borough Clerk’s Office within the limits allowed
by the State of New Jersey,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall
be renewed for the licensing year 2004-2005 with an effective
date of December 15, 2004.

Liquor License # Licensee

0219-33-040-008     Mac-On Inc.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix
the corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto.

CA-11 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From
Maharaja Inc. to Queens Recipe Inc. at 2151 Lemoine Avenue

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person to
person and place to place transfer of plenary retail consumption
license 0219-33-050-003, heretofore issued to Maharaja, Inc., a
corporation, for premises located at 2151 Lemoine Avenue Fort 
Lee, New Jersey; and
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WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has
been properly renewed for the current license term; and

WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as
pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title
33; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase
of the license and the licensed business and all additional
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance
certificate for person to person transfer from the State of New
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation,
Trenton, New Jersey, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing
Body does hereby approve the person to person transfer of the
aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to Queens Recipe,
Inc. t/a Maharani Indian Cuisine at 2151 Lemoine Avenue, Fort
Lee, New Jersey 07024 effective November 23, 2004 and does hereby
direct the Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to
the new ownership.

CA-12 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for the Rehabilitation of
the Kitchen Including New Equipment at the Richard A. Nest Senior
Citizen Center

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for: 

.  Rehabilitation of the Kitchen Including New Equipment at  
        the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center

CA-13 - Authorizing Purchase of Two 2005 Dodge Durangos for the
Police Department From Warnock Fleet, East Hanover, New Jersey -
New State Contract #A53130 - $21,414,24 Each Vehicle (Total Cost
$42,828.48)

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of
of two (2) 2005 Dodge Durangos Four Wheel Drive Vehicles; and

WHEREAS, the vehicles are available through Warnock Fleet,
via New Jersey State Contract #A53130; and

WHEREAS, the cost of each vehicle is over the bid threshold
amount of $17,500 and the expenditure must be authorized by 
resolution of the governing body,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to
purchase the aforementioned 2005 Dodge Durangos by purchase order
from Warnock Fleet, 175 Route 10, East Hanover, New Jersey, 07936
in the amount of $21,414.24 for each vehicle totaling $42,828.48
for both vehicles; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has
certified that funds are available for this purchase under 
Capital Ordinance #2004-30.
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CA-14 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering for Work
Related to the New NJDEP Legislation Regarding Stormwater
Permits - $5,000

WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering was awarded a contract
by the Borough of Fort Lee in 2004 to serve as Borough Engineer;
and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) has promulgated new stormwater legislations
concerning all 566 New Jersey Municipalities; and

WHEREAS, most towns including Fort Lee have been assigned a
Tier A Municipal Stormwater General Permit; and

WHEREAS, under the Tier A permit, municipalities are
required to accomplish a variety of stormwater related tasks
within a number of months of the effective date of permit
authorization (EDPA), typically on or about April 1, 2004; and

     WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue,
South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606, has submitted a detailed
proposal for engineering services dated October 25, 2004 for the
initial tasks required by the new legislation (available in the
Office of the Borough Clerk); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the total fee for the work
indicated in their proposal shall not exceed ($5,000.00); and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award of this
contract is subject to and conditioned upon written certification
from the Chief Financial Officer of the current availability of
funds; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and
the original proposal shall be kept on record in the Borough
Clerk’s Office for public inspection, pursuant to law.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough shall advertise the
award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-15 - Approving Change Order #3 APS Contractors, Inc.,
Paterson, New Jersey for Additional Asphalt Paving and Milling
Within the Project Limits of the New Community Center - $52,570

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the following Change Order be approved:

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION: New Park and Community Center  
                               Located at Inwood Terrace

ARCHITECT: Dean Marchetto Architects P.C.

PROJECT MANAGER/OWNER’S REP. Bergen County Economic 
                                    Development Corp.

CONTRACTOR                         APS Contractors, Inc.
                                    155-161 Pennsylvania Avenue
                                    Paterson, New Jersey 07503

ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:            $8,736,000.00

CHANGE ORDER #3 COST:                  52,570.00

COST OF PREVIOUS CHANGE ORDERS:        17,677.53

NEW CONTRACT SUM:     $8,806.247.53
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NATURE OF CHANGES: Additional Asphalt Paving Should be Performed
                     On the Entire Width of the Streets Within
                     the Project Limits

          
$7.51 Square Yard x’s Estimate of 7,000       

                     Square Yards = $52,570.00

CONTRACT #:   900571

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to
CA-6, CA-7, CA-8, CA-9, CA-12, CA-15 and CA-4.

Ms. Thomas replied to CA-6, CA-12, CA-15 and CA-4.

Mr. Grant answered CA-7, CA-8 and CA-9.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15) was
approved unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS

R-1 - Authorizing Contract Increase to SOSH Architects, New York,
New York, for Additional Architectural and Structural
Engineering Services Related to Portions of Redevelopment Area 1
- Block 6101, Lots 13, 14, 15 and 20 - $6,500 Increase to $25,000

Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the
podium for this discussion.

Councilman Villano introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INCREASE OF CONTRACT AMOUNT
     AND TERM ARCHITECT FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA I

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee approved on January 22,
2004 the hiring of SOSH Architects to assist in the appraisal of
portions of Redevelopment Area 1 consisting of lots, 13, 14, 15
and 20 in Block 6101, hereafter “the Skeleton Building” in
accordance with a Contract made a part of the minutes thereof as
a professional service contract pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)
(a) without competitive bidding; and

WHEREAS, the fee for such architectural services was set at
$18,500.00, all of which fees are to be paid by the designated
Redeveloper from an escrow maintained by the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, SOSH Architects has agreed to perform additional
professional services in the amount of $6,500.00, which services
consist of providing professional architectural and structural
engineering review of submissions and reports by experts retained
by the current owner of the Skeleton Building; and

WHEREAS, SOSH has submitted an invoice outlining the
services to be provided, the costs therefor, and the additional
services rendered; and

WHEREAS, the services of SOSH Architects are necessary to
the Borough in order to defend the valuation of the Skeleton
Building as determined by the Borough in the pending condemnation 
hearing,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the dollar limit on the
SOSH contract as previously approved be increased by $6,500.00 to
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$25,000.00, and the term extended to June 1, 2005.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

R-2 - Amending Capital Budget

Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium for the remainder of the
meeting.

Councilman Sokolich introduced, and Councilman Cervieri
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2004 was
amended on the 22nd day of July, 2004; and

WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget
section,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following
amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2004
Budget be made:

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2004)
 

     Capital     Grants in          To Be
                   Estimated      Improvement     Aid and          Debt          Funded In
Project            Total Cost       Fund         Other Funds     Authorized     Future Years

Total All Projects    7,150,000     100,000        150,000          1,900,000      5,000,000      

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2004-2009
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT

                     Funding Amounts Per Year     

Project         Estimated Total Cost  Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget
                                        Year    Year      Year       Year     Year      Year
                                        2004    2005      2006       2007     2008      2009

Total All Projects     7,150,000    2,150,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2004-2009
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS

                                                 
    Estimated     Capital  Grants in Aid Bonds and Notes

Project     Total Cost    Improvement   and Other        
                                     Fund            Funds          General

Total All Projects     7,150,000     350,000         150,000       6,650,000

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2004)

 Capital Grants in                To Be
      Project     Estimated    Improvement   Aid and      Debt          Funded In

Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Other Funds  Authorized     Future Years

Acquisition    2004-3      525,000      26,250                     498,750
 of Fire Truck

Total All Projects        7,675,000     126,250      150,000     2,398,750       5,000,000

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2004-2009
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS
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                        Funding Amounts Per Year
Project  Project   Estimated  Estimated  Budget    Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget
                   #      Total Cost  Completion  Year      Year    Year   Year   Year   Year
                                         Time     2004      2005    2006   2007   2008   2009

Acquisition of  2004-3      525,000      2004    525,000
 Fire Truck

                                                                        
Total All Projects        7,675,000             2,675,000 1,000,000 Each Year for 2005-2009

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2004-2009
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS

Estimated Total Capital  Grants in Aid    Bonds and Notes
              Cost          Improvement     and Other          General
                               Fund           Funds

2004-3        525,000         26,250                             498,750

Total All    7,675,000       376,250         150,000           7,148,750
Projects

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this
resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of
Local Government Services.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Sokolich - had no report tonight.

Councilman Villano - mentioned that the Second Look Shoppe will
be open on December 2nd, 3rd, and 4th.  The hours on December 2nd

and 3rd will be from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and on December 4th
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Donations can be made during these
hours at the Madonna rectory.  All monies received benefit the
Fort Lee Community Fund and the Madonna Youth Group and help
residents who do not qualify for welfare, on a onetime crisis
basis.

He thanked all the volunteers and committee people who
worked so hard during the election campaign.  He thanked all the
voters, in particular the voters who voted for Ila, Mark and
himself.

He wished everyone a happy and peaceful Thanksgiving.

Councilman Sargenti - had no report tonight.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - stated that the Fort Lee Library is
displaying a quilt exhibit that was prepared by Borough resident
Carol Kathie.

She stated that the library will be holding a holiday
festival on Thursday, December 9th at 7:00 p.m.  Holiday music
will be provided by pianist Carolyn Enger-Tsipouras.

She said that the library will also be holding a seminar on
Thursday, December 2nd at 7:15 on “How to Sell on eBay”.

She thanked everyone who helped her and her running mates
this past election day for all their hard work.  She also thanked
Municipal Chairwoman Kay Nest.  
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She wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.

She offered her condolences to the children and family on
the loss of Katherine Alexander-Dalton.

Councilman Cervieri - announced that Mary McKenna is the new
executive director of the Chamber of Commerce.  Under her
guidance, he looks forward to plenty of new events to promote
Fort Lee.  He also thanked Robin See, past Chamber director, for
all of her efforts in increasing community involvement. 

He expressed his condolences to the family of Katherine
Alexander and former Lieutenant James Dalton, on the loss of
Katherine.

He wished everyone a happy, safe and fruitful Thanksgiving.

Councilman Sokolich - also thanked the voters of Fort Lee for
their support this past election day.  It was his first campaign. 
It was a lot of work and a lot of fun.  Everyone he met had
issues and priorities.  It was a very informational learning
process.  He thanked the people for their faith in him and his
running mates.

He wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.

Mayor Alter - thanked the voters for restoring the current
council members.  There is a lot of diversity on the Council. 
They act as a team when it comes to making a final decision and
they work for the benefit of the people of the town.  He added
that this is a very fine governing body.  It will remain so
thanks to the voters.

He stated that last night, Town & Country Developers
submitted the plans to the Planning Board for what they want to
build on the old Helmsley site.  It is probably the largest
development in the history of Fort Lee on a piece of property
that has been broken up for over thirty years.  The plans before
the Planning Board are shaped by the Borough’s zoning ordinance. 
There will be a series of meetings to be held at Fort Lee Public
School #1, specifically to discuss the site plan application.  It
will take three or four meetings just to present the plans.  As
each expert speaks, the public will be given the opportunity to
question the experts.  The resolution the Mayor and Council
passed a while back designating Town & Country as the developer
is contingent on the Planning Board approving their application. 
The Borough has a very distinguished Planning Board.  The
property cannot stay as an open lot for another thirty years. 
Anyone will be allowed to speak at the Planning Board meetings
regarding the subject.  He believes that this is one of the
finest events for the future of the community.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker Subject Response

Mr. Jung            .Ord. #2004-46 - List of      Mr. Grant
2169 Lemoine Ave.     Property Owners Furnished

Nina Levinson       .Leaf Pickup/Street Cleaning/ Ms. Thomas
1560 West St.         Politeness of Employees     Mr. Villano
                                                  Mr. Sokolich
                                                  Mayor Alter
                                                  Mr. Cervieri
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There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried at 8:37 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                           Thursday, October 28, 2004 @ 7:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

3.  On October 20, 2004, a copy of said change in meeting
time was mailed to the aforementioned people listed above.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter reminded everyone that next Tuesday, November 2,
2004 is Election Day.  He trusts that everyone will come out and
vote.  He added that the privilege of voting in this country is
taken very capriciously.  In some parts of the world, people
would love to vote and in other parts of the world such as
Australia, the citizens are required to vote, and if they do not
vote they are fined $20.00.

Mayor Alter stated that the Health Fair that was held last
Saturday was very successful and very well attended.  Fort Lee
gave out about 1,000 flu shots.  More flu shots are going to be
given out in the next few days.  Also, people who meet the
requirements of age and/or illness will be given the shots.  If a
person knows that they qualify for a flu shot and have not yet
received a flu shot, then call the Board of Health at 201-592-
3590 to get on their wait list.  There is no cost for the shot,
and it is open only to Fort Lee residents.

PRESENTATIONS       

Police Department Merit Awards

Police Chief Thomas Ripoli indicated that he had recently
written the Mayor and Council asking them to hold a Merit Award
ceremony for the Police Department.  Since the September 11th

attacks three years ago, no Merit Award ceremony has taken place.

He thanked Lieutenant Thomas Ottina, and the members of the
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Merit Board for putting tonight’s program together.

Chief Ripoli said that a few awards will be given out now
and then the rest of the presentations will be held next door at
the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center so that the Mayor and
Council can conduct their regular business meeting.

Chief Ripoli handed out a plaque to honor retiring Police
Lieutenant Gary Moleta who will be retiring November 19th after
twenty-five years on the force.  Chief Ripoli read a brief
biography on Lieutenant Moleta and stated that Lieutenant Moleta
has been an excellent officer, a great father and husband and has
been a real asset to the Police Department and the community. 

Lieutenant Moleta said that he was going to miss the people
with whom he has worked with for so many years, and he is also
going to miss the people on the streets and of the community that
he loves so much.

Chief Ripoli stated that a few civilian awards are going to
be given out to the Mayor and Council and many civilians who
provided the Police Department with moral support and many
resources during the September 11th terrorist attacks and the
period after the attacks.  He read the following list of people
who will be receiving the Civilian Appreciation Award:

Mayor Alter, Councilman Cervieri, former Councilman Tom
Meyers, Councilman Michael Villano, former Councilman Jan
Goldberg, former Councilman Laurence Goldberg, former
Councilwoman and present Assemblywoman Joan Voss, Borough Clerk
Neil Grant, Borough Administrator Peggy Thomas, Kay Nest and
Steve Monetti of the Parking Authority, Joseph Licata of the
Office of Emergency Management, police dispatchers Barbara
Haggar, Judy Scioli, Leslie Huber, William Zdanowski, police
civilian secretaries, Rosalie Ludolph, Kathy Patrick, Jeanne
Sweeney, Jaime Tripodi, Allegra Levy, Liz Connell and Lynn Keane,
who has since retired.  

Chief Ripoli presented the awards to Mayor Alter on behalf
of everyone he just named.

Mayor Alter stated that September 11th proved the coming
together of America, especially in Fort Lee.

Chief Ripoli asked former Police Chief Thomas Tessaro, who
was the Police Chief during September 11th, to accept the World
Trade Center Medal on behalf of the Police Department’s Emergency
Services Unit for the motorcycle unit that escorted supplies and
equipment to Ground Zero during September 11th and the weeks
afterward.  This medal also is to include recently retired
officers.

Chief Tessaro said that these awards were probably long
overdue.  Everyone during that time was under a lot of pressure
and stress.  He recognized former Councilwoman Joan Voss and his
police liaison at the time, former Councilman Jan Goldberg.  He
also thanked Mayor Alter, the present Council and Chief Ripoli
and congratulated all of the Borough’s emergency units who
responded during that time.  Everyone worked closely together
during trying times.

Captain Stephen Ferraro gave out a special civilian award to
Fort Lee High School Assistant Principal James Donahue for
undergoing training to detect problem youths.  His training
helped play an important role in dealing with certain crime
situations that occurred at Fort Lee High School.  He praised Mr.
Donohue for his commitment and involvement in the School Resource
Program.  
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Lieutenant Dennis Conway, Detectives Ira Haas and Greg
Boylan and retired Lieutenant William Cullen received awards for
their actions during the investigation of a homicide that
occurred on December 7, 2000.

Police Officer Matthew Hintze and Detective Robert Tilton
were recognized for their work in aiding the Teaneck Police
Department in the apprehension of a armed robber on August 13,
2004 at a Route 4 west gas station.

At this time the continuation of the Merit Award Ceremony
moved to the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center.

RESOLUTION FOR EXCLUDING THE PUBLIC

Mr. Grant read the following notice:

     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a Public Body to go
into closed session during a Public Meeting; and

     WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Fort Lee has deemed it
necessary to go into closed session to discuss certain matters
which are exempted from the Public; and

     WHEREAS, the regular meeting of this Governing Body will
reconvene,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee will go into closed session for the
following reason as outlined in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12.

REASON

Any collective bargaining agreement, or the terms and
conditions of which are proposed for inclusion in any collective
bargaining agreement, including the negotiation of terms and
conditions with employees or representatives of employees of the
public body.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Cervieri and approved on the following roll call, the meeting
moved into closed session at 8:15 p.m. to discuss the above item.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
  Kasofsky, Cervieri

The minutes of the discussion in closed session may be
disclosed when the Mayor and Council has determined that the need
for confidentiality has been satisfied.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, the closed portion of the meeting was adjourned and the
regular meeting reconvened at this point in time at 8:25 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September
30, 2004 Regular Meeting were approved.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 14,
2004 Executive Session were approved.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 14,
2004 Regular Meeting were approved.
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On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 21,
2004 Executive Session were approved.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-43 - Amending Chapter 372, Articles I and II,
Various Amendments to Taxicab and Limousine Ordinance

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried, Ord. #2004-43 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING CHAPTER 372, TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE 1 TAXICABS
AND ARTICLE II LIMOUSINES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT
LEE” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for Monday,
November 15, 2004.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-12.

CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                                $6,818,770.38
Capital                                          841,375.37
Trust (Accutrack)                                 18,382.06
Trust (Old)                                             n/a
Police Activity Account                            5,751.94
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                   12,694.01 
Senior Citizen Computer Account                         n/a
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a
Centennial Fund                                    1,320.52
Wedding Fees                                            n/a
Trip Admissions                                         n/a
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a
Construction Fees                                       n/a
Special Dog Account                                     n/a
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                          n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                           3,811.96
Redemption Account                                33,077.32

CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for David Cafasso Jr.
for Fire Company #4 and Auxiliary Application for Leah Wasserman
for Fire Company #3

The firefighter application for David Cafasso Jr. for Fire
Company #4 and auxiliary application for Leah Wasserman for Fire
Company #3 was approved.

CA-3 - Authorizing Part Time Hiring of Mary Jean Cannarsa as a
Kitchen Worker in the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizen Center
- $5.53 Hourly
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     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have determined that a part-time position is needed in the
Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens Center during the absence of an
employee due to illness; and

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Mary Jean Cannarsa be appointed to
the title of Kitchen Worker in the Senior Center at a part-time
annual salary of $5,615.00 ($5.53 Hourly); and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this is a temporary part-time
position consisting of working no more than 19 ½ hours per week,
with an effective date retroactive to October 12, 2004.

CA-4 - Endorsing Bergen County Municipal Park Improvement and
Land Acquisition Program for Improvements to Inwood Terrace -
$100,000

BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND
MUNICIPAL PARK IMPROVEMENT AND LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAM   

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund application 
in the amount of $100,000 has been proposed by the Mayor and
Council for improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the
municipality of Fort Lee; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, such
funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by
the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of
the people of the Borough of Fort Lee,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the
aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governing Body is committed
to providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community
Development so that implementation of the aforesaid project may
be expedited. 

CA-5 - Authorizing Chief Financial Officer to Make Grant
Application to the State of New Jersey, Department of Environment
Protection, for a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan - $20,619

GRANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

BY AND FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

GRANT IDENTIFIER: WQ04-44

The governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee desires to
further the public interest by obtaining a grant from the State
of New Jersey in the amount of approximately $20,619 to fund the
following project:

Prepare and implement a written Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan that describes the municipality’s stormwater
program and serves as the mechanism for the implementation
of statewide basic requirements (within 12 months from
effective date of permit authorization). 
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Therefore, the governing body resolves that Joseph Iannaconi
or the successor to the office of Chief Financial Officer is
authorized {a} to make application for such a grant, {b} if
awarded, to execute a grant agreement with the State for a grant
in an amount not less than $20,619 and not more than $20,619, and
{c} to execute {x} any amendments thereto { ) any amendments
thereto which do not increase the Grantee’s obligations.

The Grantee agrees to comply with all applicable Federal,
State and Municipal laws, rules and regulations in its
performance pursuant to the agreement.    

CA-6 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Streetscaping Phase IIA
(Main Street to Anderson Avenue)

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for: 

. Streetscaping Phase IIA - Main Street to Anderson Avenue

CA-7 - Authorizing Rejection of Bids for Ornamental Aluminum
Fencing Around Monument Park

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
were desirous of contracting for fencing for Monument Park; and

     WHEREAS, the anticipated scope of the project included the
placement of three foot high ornamental aluminum fencing around
Monument Park;

     WHEREAS, on September 29, 2004, two (2) bids were received
by the Borough for the project as follows:

Name Amount

1. Frontier Fence                  $20,760
        P.O. Box 260

   Belford, New Jersey 07718

2. National Fence Systems, Inc.    $24,300
        1033 Route 1
        Avenel, New Jersey 07001

WHEREAS, the bid documents were reviewed by the Purchasing
Consultant, and Borough Attorney and found to be in compliance,
and

WHEREAS, (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.c) allows for the rejection
of bids for the following reason,

     WHEREAS, after further consideration the governing body
determined that they did not want to place any kind of fencing
around Monument Park, and therefore have abandoned the project,

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the bids to place ornamental
aluminum fencing around Monument Park are hereby rejected for the
aforesaid reason stated above.

CA-8 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled
Okladek, 1226 Sixteenth Street, Block 1503, Lot 9, vs. Borough of
Fort Lee
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WHEREAS, John and Murial Okladek are owners of certain
residential property located at 1226 16th Street, also known as
Block 1503, Lot 9; and

     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Okladek vs. Borough of
Fort Lee, under Docket No. 7338-04; and

     WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the assessor and tax
appeal attorney that the matter be settled at this time, and that
such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the tax appeal attorney be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation
entitled Okladek vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 7338-
04, so that the 2004 assessment will be reduced from $452,900 to
$420,000; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgement interest by
the taxpayer.

CA-9 - Authorizing Purchase of Firefighter Turnout Gear (Coats,
Pants, Helmets, Boots) Through Via Total Fire Group, Dayton, Ohio
- New Jersey State Contract #A53065 - $29,271.98

WHEREAS, the Fire Department has requested the purchase of
of firefighter turnout gear (coats, pants, helmets, boots) to be
used by the Fire Department members; and

WHEREAS, the gear is available through Total Fire Group via
New Jersey State Contract #A53065 through October 31, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the cost of the equipment is over the bid threshold
amount of $17,500 and the expenditure must be authorized by 
resolution of the governing body,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Fire Department to
purchase the aforementioned gear by purchase order from Total
Fire Group, 1 Innovation Court, Dayton, Ohio, 45413 in the amount
of $29,271.98; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has
certified that funds are available for this purchase under 
Capital Ordinance #2004-30.

CA-10 - Authorizing Purchase of Firefighter Equipment (Air Paks &
Air Cylinders) Through AAA Emergency Supply Co., Inc., White
Plains, New York - New Jersey State Contract #A53083 - $39,744

WHEREAS, the Fire Department has requested the purchase of
of firefighter equipment (Scott Air Paks and Scott Carbon Air
Cylinders) to be used by the Fire Department members; and

WHEREAS, the gear is available through AAA Emergency Supply
Co., Inc. via New Jersey State Contract #A53083 through October
31, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the cost of the equipment is over the bid threshold
amount of $17,500 and the expenditure must be authorized by 
resolution of the governing body,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
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the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Fire Department to
purchase the aforementioned equipment by purchase order from AAA
Emergency Supply Co., Inc., 635 North Broadway, White Plains, New
York 10603 in the amount of $39,744; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has
certified that funds are available for this purchase under 
Capital Ordinance #2004-30.

CA-11 - Authorizing Payment to The Fiesta, Wood-Ridge, New Jersey
for the Annual Volunteer Fire Department Inspection Dinner -
$85.00 Per Person - $25,500 Total

WHEREAS, a contract has been presented for the annual
Volunteer Fire Department Inspection Dinner scheduled for
Saturday, November 13, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the Fire Department solicited three quotes for the
dinner as follows:

Vendor Amount

Fiesta, Wood-Ridge          $85.00 Per Person
Fort Lee Hilton, Fort Lee          $90.00 Per Person
Glen Pointe Marriott, Teaneck      $135.00 Per Person

WHEREAS, the contract exceeds the bidding threshold amount
of $17,500 and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the
resolution authorizing the awards of contracts for “Extra
Ordinary Unspecifiable Services” without competitive bids and the
contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, the expenditure must be authorized by resolution of
the governing body; and

WHEREAS, funds are available through the Current Account and
have been certified by the Chief Financial Officer, said
certification being available in the Office of the Borough Clerk,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Council authorizes said contract and
directs the Purchasing Department to encumber and issue a
Purchase Order to the Fiesta, State Highway 17 South, Wood-Ridge,
New Jersey 07075.

2.  Price Per Person $85.00 (Minimum 300 People)

3.  Notice of contract award shall be published in The
Record within ten days after passage hereof.

CA-12 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New
Jersey for Period Covering July 1st - September 30, 2004 - $1,400

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be
authorized to draw a check from the Current Account, Fleet Bank
payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the amount of 
$1,400.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses for the
period covering July 1, 2004 through September 30, 2004.  Fees
are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of
Human Services.

M0-9000-22
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     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-12) was
approved unanimously.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - announced the following upcoming events:

1.  On Sunday, October 31st at the Fort Lee Historic Park
auditorium, the Fort Lee Film Commission will be presenting the
1943 movie “Abbott and Costello Meet Boris Karloff, the Killer”. 
There will also be guest appearances by Chris Costello, daughter
of Lou Costello, and Sara Karloff, daughter of Boris Karloff.

2.  On Saturday, November 13th, Richard Koszarski, Professor
of Film at Rutgers University and Fort Lee Film Commission
member, will be reading from his new book, “Fort Lee Film Town”
at 1:00 p.m. at the Borders book store in Fort Lee.  It is a
history of the movie industry in Fort Lee.

3.  On Sunday, November 14th, at the Historic Park
auditorium, in conjunction with Mr. Koszarski’s new book, there
will be a showing of a series of silent films that were made in
Fort Lee, including the first “Robin Hood”.

Councilman Sokolich - reminded everyone that daylight savings
ends this weekend.  The Fire Department recommends that when
changing to standard time, the batteries in smoke detectors
should also be changed.  If any resident of the Borough is unable
to change their batteries for whatever reason, they can contact
the Fire Department and the Fire Department will make proper
arrangements to change their batteries to make sure their smoke
detectors are functioning properly.

Councilman Villano - had no report tonight.

Councilman Sargenti - had no report tonight.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - congratulated the police officers who
received merit awards earlier tonight.

She stated that the Borough’s food pantry is accepting
donations of new canned foods and paper products.  If anyone is
interested in donating, call 201-592-3581.

She stated that 1200 flu shots have been given out and that
there are 200 flu shots still available.  She thanked Steve
Wielkocz, Health Officer, and all of his staff for putting on a
wonderful Health Fair.  Besides the flu shots, oral cancer
screenings, skin cancer screenings, blood chemistry screenings, 
diabetes screenings and hearing evaluations were offered.

She read a letter from Dr. Marquarite LaBelle, which praised
the volunteers and the staff who worked at the Health Fair on
Saturday, October 23rd.

Councilman Cervieri - congratulated all the officers and all the
volunteers who make Fort Lee such a great place.

He congratulated a Borough employee who just closed on a
purchase of a condominium through the Fort Lee Housing
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Authority’s Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) program.  She is the
thirty-third person to purchase a home through this program.

He reminded everyone to come out to vote on Tuesday, as if
their life depended on it.  Locally, residents’ quality of life
depends on it.  No matter what a person’s affiliation is, they
should vote their conscience.

     He stated that the Fort Lee Rag-a-Muffin Parade is scheduled
for Saturday, October 30th.  The rain date is Sunday, October
31st.  The parade will start at 9:15 a.m. from the intersection
of Martha Washington Way and Main Street.  The parade will travel
west on Main Street to Constitution Park where refreshments and
entertainment will be available.  The annual event is sponsored
by the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce, Bank of America and
Quick & Reilly. 

Mayor Alter - stated that Fort Lee is not required to have a
Health Department.  There are only a few municipalities that have
one.  It does not come cheaply but there are excellent people who
run the Health Department.  Morris County as a whole does not
have a Health Department.  Thirty-five residents of the Borough
received their flu shots at home.  He wondered how many towns in
the United States would go to that length to take proper care of
their people.  He wanted to recognize the fabulous job done by
the Health Department.  

Councilman Cervieri - stated that last weekend Palisade Avenue
from Main Street to Dahill Square was repaved by the Port
Authority.  They did a fine job and the newly repaved roadway
with the newly refurbished Monument Park looks great.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker   Subject Response

Roz Levin       .Emergency Management Volunteer   Mayor Alter
1 Wall Street     Pet Shelter Staff - Concerned   Ms. Thomas
                  About Changes in Staff    

Nina Levinson   .Asked if Public Documents        Mr. Grant
1560 West St.     Could be Duplicated and         Mayor Alter
                  Brought to the Library          Mr. Sokolich
                                                  Mr. Cervieri
                                                  Mr. Pohan

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan,
and carried at 8:55 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                            Thursday, October 14, 2004 @8:30 P.M.
 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was mailed
to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed
with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been mailed to all
persons who have requested same and who have prepaid the $10.00
fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of providing notice.

3. On October 8, 2004 a written notice of the change in
time for this meeting was posted at the Municipal Building, 309
Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

4. On the same date a copy of said written notice was
mailed to the Record, Jersey Journal and Time Warner Cable and a 
copy was filed with the Borough Clerk.

5. On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who
have requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the
$10.00 fee fixed for the year 2004.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter noted that Palisade Avenue is still broken up,
but as he said at the last meeting, there is an agreement with
the Port Authority that they will maintain the street.  Some
questions had arisen regarding whether ripping up the sewer line
called for their maintenance, but they have agreed to pave the
road.  They have awarded a bid for this work and are going to
repave another road at a cost of over $200,000.  The Borough has
been patient.  If the weather is good Palisade Avenue will be
repaved this weekend; otherwise, the work will be done next
weekend.  Saving the residents over $200,000 is a good thing.  He
is commending the Port Authority for agreeing to do the work.

PRESENTATION

Mr. Villano stated that the Fort Lee Mayor and Council
Advisory Committee for the Disabled Board, in observance of
National Disability Awareness Month, is honoring the following
Fort Lee venues for meeting the challenge of accessibility in the
Borough of Fort Lee:
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Constitution Park
Fort Lee Borough Hall
Fort Lee Public Library

Judge Moore House
Monument Park

Parking Authority & Shuttle Buses
Recreation Center

Senior Citizens’ Center
Streetscaping

Mr. Villano presented the plaque to Mayor Alter.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 30,
2004 Executive Session were approved.

PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance #2004-42 – Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69
Handicapped Parking Spaces - By 3031 Edwin Avenue and 410 Park
Place

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-42 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-10.

CA-1 - Approving Firefighter Application for Jamal Ghrayeb for
Fire Company #3

The firefighter application for Jamal Ghrayeb for Fire
Company #3 was approved.

CA-2 - Approving Six Month Maternity Leave for Doreen Rosen,
Supervising Account Clerk - Effective October 29th

WHEREAS, Doreen Rosen, Supervising Account Clerk in the
Municipal Court, has submitted a request for six months maternity
leave with an additional six month extension; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Court Administrator has agreed to her
request for an extra six month extension,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the above request is hereby
authorized for Doreen Rosen, commencing on October 29, 2004.



Regular Meeting                                  October 14, 2004
                                                          Page #3

CA-3 - Authorizing Temporary Hiring of Rhea Eliopoulos as a
Principal Account Clerk for the Municipal Court - $27,000
Annually

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have determined that a temporary full time position is needed in
the Municipal Court during the absence of an employee on
maternity leave; and

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Rhea Eliopoulos be appointed to the
title of Principal Account Clerk in the Municipal Court at an
annual salary of $27,000; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this is a temporary appointment
with an effective date retroactive to October 4, 2004. 

CA-4 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Advertise for Bids or
Purchase Through State Contract Two Vehicles for the Police
Department and One Vehicle for the Buildings and Grounds
Department & to Bid on Thermal Imagining Cameras for the Fire
Department

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids or
purchase through State Contract for: 

. Lease and/or Purchase of a Vehicle for the Building and    
        Grounds
     . Lease and/or Purchase of Two Four Wheel Drive Vehicles for
        the Police Department
     . Thermal Imaging Cameras for the Fire Department

CA-5 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant as
Proposed by the Fort Lee Housing Authority Self Sufficiency
Program for Computers - $16,000

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
in the amount of $16,000 has been proposed by the Fort Lee
Housing Authority, for computers for computer training for the
family self-sufficiency program; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act,
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality
without authorization by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of
the low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the
County of Bergen; and

WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial
resources of the Municipality and is intended solely to expedite
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the
aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community
Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid
project may be expedited. 
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CA-6 - Endorsing 2005 Bergen County Community Development Block
Grant Program Application for Improvements to Richard A. Nest
Senior Citizens’ Kitchen - $100,000

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of
$100,000 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort Lee for the
improvements/extension of the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’
kitchen, in the Borough of Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act,
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of
the people of the Borough of Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite
expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby confirm endorsement of the
aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community
Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid
project may be expedited.

CA-7 - Approving Developers Agreement for Byong Suh for Property
Located at 1201 Anderson Avenue, Block 1108, Lot 22

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of
Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Byong
Hae Bok Suh (the “Developer”) for property located at Block 1108,
Lot 22 commonly known as 1201 Anderson Avenue, Fort Lee, Bergen
County, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Resolution was conditioned upon the Developer
entering into a Developers Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee
and the posting of the necessary performance guarantees; and

WHEREAS, a Developers Agreement has been prepared by the
Borough Attorney; and

WHEREAS, such Developers Agreement has been executed by the
Developer and the necessary performance guarantees, cash deposits
and insurance certificate has been reviewed and approved by the
Borough Attorney,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and
are hereby authorized to execute the Developers Agreement with
Developer.

CA-8 - Authorizing Rejection of Bids and Authorizing Rebid for
Anderson Avenue Storm Drain By-pass Project

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
are desirous of contracting for storm drain improvements related
to the Anderson Avenue Drainage Bypass Project; and

     WHEREAS, the anticipated scope of the project includes the
construction of a storm drain on Columbia Avenue from Anderson
Avenue to Harvard Place; and
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     WHEREAS, on September 29, 2004, six (6) bids were received
for the project as follows:

    Base Bid Alternate Bid Total
M. Ingannamorte & Son, Inc.  $186,010.00  $ 9,345.00  $195,355.00
Matina & Son, Inc            $180,000.00  $17,592.75  $197,592.75
Gotthold Paving              $198,220.00  $15,945.00  $214,165.00
English Paving               $237,550.15  $ 6,786.75  $244,336.90
Tomco Inc.                   $247,247.00  $24,063.00  $271,310.00
Stacey Contracting Inc.     $238,555.80  $84,375.00  $322,930.80

     WHEREAS, (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.21.a) allows for the rejection
of bids for various reasons; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough’s bid documents did not make reference
to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44 pertaining to New Jersey business
registration requirements; and

WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Borough Engineer and 
Borough Attorney to reject all bids and authorize rebid of the
project,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough does hereby reject all
the bids received in connection with the Anderson Avenue Storm
Drain By-Pass project; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Purchasing
Consultant is hereby authorized to rebid and re-advertise for
this project.

CA-9 - Authorizing “Approval of Extension” Form for United Water
New Jersey for the Installation of 100 Feet of 6 Inch DIP on Old
Bergen Boulevard to Serve 1095 Bergen Boulevard

WHEREAS, Gino Ramundo has presented to United Water New
Jersey an application for an extension to its distributing system
running 100 feet of 6-inch DIP in Old Bergen Boulevard to serve a
new house at 1095 Bergen Boulevard,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the said extension be
made and the same hereby is approved.

CA-10 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave for a Topographic
Survey, Conceptual Site Plan and Construction Plan for Inwood
Terrace Park - Fee Not to Exceed $68,200

     WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering was awarded a contract
by the Borough of Fort Lee in 2004 to serve as Borough Engineer;
and

     WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue,
South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606, has submitted a detailed
proposal for engineering services dated October 6, 2004 for
improvements to Inwood Terrace Park; and

     WHEREAS, Boswell’s proposal consists of three tasks as
follows:

          1.  Topographic Survey
          2.  Conceptual Site Plan and Preliminary Estimates
          3.  Construction Plan

     WHEREAS, that the aforesaid award of contract is a specific
exception to the public bidding laws as a professional service
contract, thereby dispensing with the necessity of public 
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bidding,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Boswell McClave Engineering, be and
is hereby appointed and directed to undertake the items listed
above; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Boswell McClave Engineering
shall be paid a fee for task (1) not to exceed ($4,600.00);  and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Boswell McClave Engineering
shall be paid a fee for task (2) not to exceed ($23,900.00); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Boswell McClave Engineering
shall be paid a fee for task (3) not to exceed ($39,700.00); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the total fee for all three
tasks shall not exceed ($68,200.00); and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award of this
contract is subject to and conditioned upon written certification
from the Chief Financial Officer of the current availability of
funds; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and
the original proposal shall be kept on record in the Borough
Clerk’s Office for public inspection, pursuant to law.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough shall advertise the
award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

Stanley Golderg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, had questions
pertaining to CA-10.  Messrs Alter, Sargenti, Villano and
Sokolich responded.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-10) was
approved unanimously.

APPOINTMENTS

A-1 - Beautification Committee

Mayor Alter nominated Jose Sanchez as a member of the
Beautification Committee to fill a vacancy through December 31,
2004.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed on the following roll
call.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,    
            Cervieri

ABSTENTION: Councilman Sokolich 

A-2 - Beautification Committee

Mayor Alter nominated Anna Zalokostas as a member of the
Beautification Committee to fill a vacancy through December 31,
2006.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.



Regular Meeting                                  October 14, 2004
                                                          Page #7

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - stated that the fall movie series at the newly
renovated Historic Park auditorium continues on October 24th at
1:00 p.m. with a showing of “Phantom of the Opera” with Lon
Chaney, Sr.  Live organ music will also be played during the
showing of this classic silent movie.

Councilman Sokolich - stated that the Fire Department has
answered 151 calls this month and 1273 calls for the year.  The
calls consist of activated fire alarms, car fires and mutual aid
responses.

He added that this month members of the Fire Department will
be conducting their annual fund drive.  The firefighters will be
in uniform and will have proper identification on them.  He asked
that the public continue to support the Fire Department.  The
money is critical to its continued operation.  

Councilman Villano - mentioned that the Second Look Shoppe is
open on Thursday and Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and on
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Donations can be made
during these hours at the Madonna rectory at 340 Main Street.

Councilman Sargenti - stated that the Recreation Department is
now registering residents for the Borough’s fall programs.  For
further information contact the Recreation Department at 201-592-
3612.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - stated that the Borough has purchased
1,200 flu vaccines.  Half of the vaccines are accounted for, but
people can still register for the Borough’s Health Fair which is
scheduled for October 23rd at the Lewis F. Cole Middle School on
Stillwell Avenue between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.   
For further information contact the Health Department at 201-592-
3590.

She announced that the Fort Lee Library is hosting a trip to
the Newark Museum on Friday, October 29th at 11:00 a.m.  For
further details contact Bill Camal at 201-592-3627.

She also announced that on Thursday, October 21st at 2:00
p.m., the library will be showing the movie “The Picture of
Dorian Gray”.  There is no charge for the movie.

Mayor Alter - stated that he does not know if there are 600 flu
shots left at this point.  He reminded the residents that they
need to reserve a spot to get a flu shot.  People who are older
and who have certain illnesses need the shot more than others.   
In conversation with the Health Department, they are prioritizing
who needs and who will get a shot.  The Borough does accept
Medicare, so there should be no cost for receiving a shot.  Under
normal circumstances the Borough does not need more than 1,000
shots.  However, with the current publicity, there is a little
bit of a panic this year.  He suggested if anyone can get a shot
elsewhere that they should take them.  He asked that if someone
makes a reservation and they need to cancel, they should so that
another spot can be opened up for someone who needs the shot.
He commended Steve Wielkocz, Health Officer, for securing the
shots.  
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Councilman Cervieri - spoke to CA-5.  He has mentioned in the
past what the Fort Lee Housing Authority’s Family Self
Sufficiency (FSS) program has done.  He read a project
description of one of the goals of the FSS program, which is to
create economic development opportunities in conjunction with the
not for profit FLASH Corporation which contracts Head Start for
child daycare, learning and development.  Free or affordable
child daycare is offered which gives parents the opportunity to
be employed.  Fine computer training programs are offered
throughout the year.  A certificate of completion is given to
each participant at the end of a ten week session and upon
completion of an exam.  The Housing Authority and the FLASH
Corporation offer economic development opportunities by offering
the necessary support services in assisting families to achieve
economic independence and ultimately home ownership.  To date
thirty-three families have purchased homes in Bergen County. 
This is possible due to gainful employment.  Computer skills are
one of the necessary skills for employment.  Hundreds of families
have participated in the FSS Program and a large percentage have
become self-sufficient.  Participants have a better quality of
life and a higher self-esteem and self-worth.  The program is one
of the outstanding programs in the United States.  He thanked the
Council for endorsing the Bergen County Community Development
block grant application for the Housing Authority tonight.

     He announced that the Fort Lee Rag-a-Muffin Parade is
scheduled for Saturday, October 30th.  The rain date is Sunday,
October 31st.  The parade will start at 9:00 a.m. from the
intersection of Martha Washington Way and Main Street.  The
parade will travel west on Main Street to Constitution Park where
refreshments and entertainment will be available.  The annual
event is sponsored by the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce,
Bank of America and Quick & Reilly. 

He stated that The Chamber, with Mariner’s Bank and the
Hilton Fort Lee, is hosting “Business After Hours Trade Show and
Career Fair” to be held at the Hilton on Monday, November 8th at
5:00 p.m.  The trade show is an opportunity for businesses of all
kinds to promote their products and services.  Call the Chamber
at 201-944-7575 to reserve a table at the trade show and/or the
career fair.

     The Chamber is also proud to announce its November
membership campaign.  This membership drive will help inform
businesses of the benefits of affiliation with a respected and
diverse network of Chamber members.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No one from the public offered any comment during this
portion of the meeting.

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Villano
and carried at 9:00 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                     Thursday, September 30, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

Ray Levy, Director of Economic Development
Dennis Oury, Economic Development Esq.

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

3.  On September 15, 2004 a written notice of the change in
date and time for this meeting was posted at the Municipal
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

4.  On the same date a copy of said written notice was
mailed to the Record, Jersey Journal and Time Warner Cable and 
copies were mailed to all persons who have requested copies of
such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2004.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter noted that a lot of people have been complaining
to him about when Palisade Avenue is going to be paved.  He has
been told that the road in its present state is tough on motor
vehicles.  He spoke to a voluntary agreement that the Borough has
with the Port Authority where they agreed to maintain certain
streets, including Palisade Avenue.  A new sewer line was placed
there in the summer.  The Port Authority disagreed with the
Borough that it was a matter of maintenance. The Port Authority
believes that it was the Borough’s responsibility to pave
Palisade Avenue.  After a lot of discussion, they said it was not
their responsibility, but they would pave the roadway if the
Borough would let them hook it up with their other work.  The
Borough agreed it could wait a week or two, but the time frame
has considerably passed by.  However, he was informed today that
a low bidder has been accepted.  They told him it would be paved
sometime between the middle of October and sometime in November. 
It does not sound hopeful to him, but he assured that the Borough
will make sure it is paved.  It would be foolish for the Borough
to spend large amounts of tax money if the Port Authority is
going to pave it.  



Regular Meeting                                September 30, 2004
                                                          Page #2

R-A - Authorizing Hiring of Eleven (11) Class One Special Law
Enforcement Officers

Police Chief Thomas Ripoli, Deputy Police Chief Jack Reuter,
and Lieutenant Keith Bendul were present for this portion of the
meeting.

Mayor Alter mentioned that the Borough had special police
officers in the Borough years ago.  It is now being revived
because of all of the overload situations the Police Department
has.  It is his hope that ultimately the specials will take the
police exams and become regular officers, but it is not a
requirement.  Their uniforms will be different and they will be
going to the police academy for training.

Councilman Villano introduced, and Councilman Cervieri
seconded, the following Resolution:

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
     FORT LEE APPOINTING CLASS ONE SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
     OFFICERS

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
created the position of Class One Special Law Enforcement Officer
with the adoption of Ordinance #2004-13; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
feel that it is necessary to hire Class One Special Law
Enforcement Officers to assist the Fort Lee Police Department,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen, State of Jersey
as follows:

1.  The following individuals shall be appointed to the
position of Class One Special Law Enforcement Officer:

Timothy Carroll, William Castillo, Matthew Clark,
Linda Flores, Kevin Milligan, Eleston Nisbeth,

          Louis Norcia Jr., Diane Ocasio, Jeffrey Provost,
          Marc T. Russo, Allan Torres

2.  These appointments are subject to the individuals being
fully qualified to perform the duties of Class One Special Law
Enforcement Officers under federal, state, and local laws and
regulations.

3.  The Class One Special Law Enforcement Officer position
is a part-time position.  The officers shall be paid at a rate of
$15.00 per hour and work less than twenty (20) hours per week
with no health benefits and no other benefits other than
workmen’s compensation and liability insurance coverage.

4.  These individuals shall be appointed for a term of
eleven months commencing retroactively from September 27, 2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appointment list is
available in the Office of the Borough Clerk.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

OATH OF OFFICE

Mayor Alter held the Bible as he swore in all of the special
police officers except for Marc Russo who was unable to attend
tonight.
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Mr. Cervieri noted that Chief Ripoli started as a special
officer. 

PRESENTATIONS

Fort Lee Community Fund - Certificates of Appreciation

Mr. Villano explained what the Fort Lee Community Fund does
and cited examples of how it has helped people who do not meet
welfare criteria, but are still otherwise having financial
hardships.

Mr. Villano gave out plaques of appreciation to the
following volunteers who worked tirelessly to make the Second
Look Shoppe a viable source of income for the Fort Lee Community
Fund:

Maria Zelkman
Anna Jane Lypinski
Doris De Meyer

The following individuals were also to be given plaques for
their efforts, but were unable to attend tonight’s meeting:

Olga Levine 
Marlene Macri
Germaine Certo
Robin Goldberg

Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce - Presentation of Clock

Frank Patti, Chamber of Commerce Vice President, presented
to the Mayor a miniature replica of the town clock that the
Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce will be giving to the
Borough next year.  The clock will be placed by the Post Office
next spring.

He explained how the public could also receive a replica of
the clock by making donations towards the clock through the
Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce.

Fort Lee Generals - Condo/Coop Softball Championship

Mr. Villano presented the Fort Lee Condo/Coop regular season
championship trophy and championship playoff trophy to Judge John
DeSheplo, who was instrumental in getting the Fort Lee Generals,
the Borough softball team, into the league.

He read the following list of players and coaches who played
for the Generals:

John DeSheplo, Player/Coach
Alan Sidorsky, Coach

Steve Wielkocz, Player/Manager
Jack Siccardi
Lori Siccardi

Samantha Wielkocz
Mark Anderson

Anthony Bozzetti
Joseph Mazzola
Ricky Figueroa
Eric Salgado
Tim Leodori

Howard Sidorsky
Joesph Rodriguez
Gloria Gallo
Doris Coleman

Zach Wielkocz, Mascot
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PROCLAMATION

P-1 - Pordenone Silent Film Festival

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
wishes to salute the 23rd Pordenone Film Festival in Sacile,
Italy on their October 9-16 2004 tribute to Fort Lee for our
Borough Centennial; and

     WHEREAS, the Pordenone Film Festival will screen numerous
films made in Fort Lee by such screen luminaries as Roscoe
“Fatty” Arbuckle, Mabel Normand, Alice Guy Blache; and

     WHEREAS, the Pordenone Film Festival will screen the only
existing print of the first American film version of “Robin Hood”
produced by the Eclair American Studio in Fort Lee in 1912, a
film that has been restored by the Fort Lee Film Commission and
film owner/collector Al Dettlaff; and
   

WHEREAS, the Pordenone special presentation celebrates both
the Centenary of the Incorporation of the Borough and the
publication of Fort Lee Film Commission member Richard
Koszarski’s rich anthology, “Fort Lee: The Film Town”; and

     WHEREAS, the Pordenone Film Festival celebrates the
Centennial of America’s first film capital - Fort Lee, and honors
Fort Lee through its festival invitation to the Fort Lee Film
Commission,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby salute the 23rd Pordenone Silent
Film Festival on their October 9-16, 2004 festival.  

Tom Meyers, Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs Director,
thanked the Mayor and Council for all of their support.  He added
that all of the recognition that the Fort Lee Film Commission is
receiving is because of the Mayor and Council’s support.

Nelson Page, Fort Lee Film Commission Director, stated it is
a privilege to represent the community.  Fort Lee has a
tremendous film history.  He added that it is a great honor for
Fort Lee to be recognized by an event of such high stature as the 
Festival of Pordenone.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 4,
2004 Special Meeting were approved with Council Members Sargenti
and Cervieri abstaining.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Cervieri, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September
9, 2004 Executive Session were approved.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 9,
2004 Regular Meeting were approved.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-42 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69
Handicapped Parking Spaces - By 3031 Edwin Avenue and 410 Park
Place

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-42 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
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AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING
SPACES” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 14,
2004.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-9.

CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                                $10,308,010.35
Capital                                           741,361.26
Trust (Accutrack)                                  59,743.42
Trust (Old)                                              n/a
Police Activity Account                            11,301.09
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                     5,738.97
Senior Citizen Computer Account                          n/a
Disability Insurance Trust                               n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                          n/a
Centennial Fund                                    70,256.02
Wedding Fees                                             n/a
Trip Admissions                                     2,802.40
Multiple Dwelling                                        n/a
Construction Fees                                        n/a
Special Dog Account                                 1,512.60
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                           n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                            6,442.28
Redemption Account                                 55,093.73

CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #950 for the New Synagogue of
Fort Lee Inc.

WHEREAS, the New Synagogue of Fort Lee Inc., 1585 Center
Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application
for November 12, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their
license application is complete in all respects,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body 
hereby approves raffle application #950, pending final approval
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission.

CA-3 - Approving Firefighter Applications for James Rumi and
Simon Lee and Jr. Auxiliary Application for Evrim Esen for Fire
Company #1

The firefighter applications for James Rumi and Simon Lee
and jr. auxiliary firefighter application for Evrim Esen for Fire
Company #1 were approved.
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CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notice From Richard Choromanski,
Building Maintenance Worker

BE IT RESOLVED that a resignation notice, dated August 29,
2004 was received from Richard Choromanski, of Public Buildings
and Grounds, and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Richard Choromanski’s effective
date of resignation from the Borough of Fort Lee shall be made
retroactive to September 1, 2004.

CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Gerald Niemira as a Full Time
Building Maintenance Worker, Grade 6, Step A, $26,997 - (Blue
Collar Union Bargaining Contract)

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have determined that a full time position is needed in the
Building and Grounds Department, due to a retirement in the
Department,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Gerald H. Niemira be appointed from
a part time employee to a full-time employee in the position of
Building Maintenance Worker - Grade 6, Step A, at an annual
salary of $26,997 pursuant to the Blue Collar Bargaining Unit
Agreement; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appoint shall be
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department
of Personnel, with an effective date of October 4, 2004.

CA-6 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for a New Boiler for the
Library

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for: 

. New Boiler for the Fort Lee Public Library

CA-7 - Authorizing the Execution of a Settlement Agreement in the
Matter of Lorna Headlam vs. Borough of Fort Lee

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
      FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SETTLEMENT
      AGREEMENT IN THE MATTER OF LORNA HEADLAM

WHEREAS, on August 18, 2003, the Police Department of the
Borough of Fort Lee seized the sum of $24,600.00 cash on
suspicion of criminal activity from Lorna Headlam; and

WHEREAS, after due investigation the Bergen County
Prosecutor’s Office ultimately determined to not file charges
against Lorna Headlam; and

WHEREAS, Lorna Headlam has filed suit against the Borough of
Fort Lee in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division,
Bergen County, Docket No. BER-L-11413-04, seeking the return of
the seized funds; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney entered into settlement
discussion with counsel for Ms. Headlam and agreed to settle this
matter for the sum of $15,000; and
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WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to approve the above-referenced
settlement,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

1.  The terms of the settlement entered into by the Borough
Attorney are hereby approved.

2.  The Business Administrator and the Borough Attorney are
hereby authorized to take all necessary action to effectuate the
terms of the settlement, including but not limited to entering
into a settlement agreement in a manner and form acceptable to
the Borough Attorney.

3.  No further action of the Mayor and Council is necessary.

CA-8 - Authorizing the Purchase of a Four Wheel Drive 2004 Ford
Expedition XLT for the Fire Department Through the Bergen County
Cooperative Purchasing Program - $27,047.63

WHEREAS, the Fire Department has requested the purchase of
of a 2004 Ford Expedition XLT Four Wheel Drive Vehicle to be used
by the Battalion Chief; and

WHEREAS, the vehicle is available through All American Ford,
via the Bergen County Cooperative Purchasing Program #03-113.1;
and

WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicle is over the bid threshold
amount of $17,500 and the expenditure must be authorized by 
resolution of the governing body,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Fire Department to
purchase the aforementioned 2004 Ford Expedition by purchase
order from All American Ford, 520 River Road, Hackensack, New
Jersey, 07601 in the amount of $27,407.63; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has
certified that funds are available for this purchase under 
Capital Ordinance #2004-30.

CA-9 - Endorsing The Fort Lee Board of Education’s Request to
Amend and/or Repeal S-1701 (Budget CAP Law)

      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF     
      FORT LEE OPPOSING SENATE LEGISLATION BILL S-1701 WHICH      
      IS ALSO KNOW AS “THE SCHOOL CAP BILL”

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have reviewed Resolution 19085 by the Board of Education of the
Borough of Fort Lee concerning its opposition to New Jersey
Senate Bill S-1701 which is also known as “The School Cap Bill”;
and

     WHEREAS, this legislation will increase costs, pose safety
hazards to students, and erode community discretion over school
spending,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, that it supports the opposition of the Board of Education
of the Borough of Fort Lee to New Jersey Senate Bill S-1701 and
that the legislature should analyze the bill’s impact on
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education and taxpayers and realize that this bill will not
provide for property tax relief, sound financial practice,
student safety or community determination of educational policy.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-7.  Mr. Cohen
responded.

Nancy Stern, 2100 Linwood Avenue, thanked the Mayor and
Council for their support regarding CA-9.

Mr. Sokolich recognized Richard Choromanski’s retirement. 
He thanked him for all of his contributions that he has made to
the Borough.  

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-9) was approved
unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS

R-1 - Approving Designation of Redeveloper and Redevelopment
Agreement for Redevelopment Area 5 “Helmsley Property”

Council Members Cervieri and Kasofsky recused themselves on
this matter and left their council seats to sit in the audience.

Mr. Grant read the title and the last three paragraphs of
the resolution and explained that this was part of a settlement
agreement.

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Villano
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
directed the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee, by
Resolution dated May 27, 2004, to undertake a preliminary
investigation to determine whether a certain study area,
designated Area 5, as more fully described herein should be
considered and determined to be an area in need of redevelopment
pursuant to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5, the Local
Redevelopment and Housing Law; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee did,
pursuant to and in compliance with the notice and hearing
requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6, hold a public hearing on June
21, 2004, at which hearing the Planning Board did discuss and
review a certain report entitled “Redevelopment Area
Investigation for Area 5 Located in the East Central Portion of
the Borough of Fort Lee”, said report being prepared for the Fort
Lee Planning Board by Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc.,
and dated June 2004; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the hearing before the Planning
Board of the Borough of Fort Lee on June 21, 2004, the Planning
Board did recommend that the entire delineated area known as Area
5, be determined by the municipal governing body to be a
redevelopment area as the area qualified for designation as an
area in need of redevelopment pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5
criteria b, d, and e; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
accepted the recommendation of the Planning Board and designated
Area 5 which consists of Tax Block 4801, Lot 1 (2018 to 2038
Lemoine Avenue) and Tax Block 4801, Lot 3 (181 Main Street),
being formerly known as Block 4801, Lots 1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10 and
11; Block 4802, Lot 1; and Block 4803, Lot 1, all of which 
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constituting Area 5 by Resolution of July 1, 2004, the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Fort Lee did designate Area 5 as
Redevelopment Area 5; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council preliminarily approved a form
of Redevelopment Plan and submitted the Redevelopment Plan for
review to the Planning Board; and 

WHEREAS, the Redevelopment Plan was reviewed by the Planning
Board at its meeting of July 19, 2004 and, as amended, was
submitted to the Mayor and Council for further consideration and
adoption by ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council received and approved the
proposed Redevelopment Plan approved by the Planning board for
Redevelopment Area 5 and adopted Ordinance #2004-29 on August 4,
2004 to approve the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5
and to further amend the Zoning Map of the Borough of Fort Lee to
indicate Redevelopment Area 5; and 

WHEREAS, all necessary procedures and notices required under
the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et
seq. (hereafter “the Redevelopment Law”) have been complied with;
and 

WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5, commonly known as the
Helmsley Tract, a collection of real property owned by the
Helmsley Organization, has been the subject of litigation with
respect to the zoning of that property, and its re-zoning by the
Borough of Fort Lee which re-zoning changed the prior permitted
use from high-rise construction of buildings of approximately 30
stories in height; and 

WHEREAS, the contract purchaser and successor in interest to
the Helmsley Organization for Redevelopment Area 5 is Town and
Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., a New Jersey corporation,
has agreed by way of settlement to accept the re-zoning of the
area as provided under the Redevelopment Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has conducted negotiations
with respect to the form of Redevelopment Agreement whereby
Redevelopment Area 5 would be developed in accordance with the
proposed Redevelopment Agreement and the Redevelopment Plan, and
said negotiations have been ongoing with Town and Country
Developers at Fort Lee, Inc.; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a form of Redevelopment
Agreement negotiated through the Offices of Economic Development
and approved by Special Redevelopment Counsel and Borough
Counsel; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the Redevelopment
Plan as adopted and the proposed Redevelopment Agreement comport
in large part with the goals and objectives of the Borough to
improve a blighted area and to obtain fiscal and other benefits
for the residents of the Borough of Fort Lee, and to also resolve
outstanding litigation concerning Redevelopment Area 5; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is satisfied that pursuant to the terms
of the proposed Redevelopment Agreement that the ability of Town
and Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., to complete the project
has been adequately ensured based on the experience of Town and
Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., as a developer, and the
posting of a Performance Bond; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has requested that further public
hearings be conducted before the Planning Board at the time a
site plan is submitted by Town and Country Developers at Fort
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Lee, Inc., should they become the designated Redeveloper; and 

WHEREAS, Town and Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., has
consented to provide further opportunity for public input into
the proposed projects to be constructed on Redevelopment Area 5;
and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined for the reasons herein
set forth, that it is in the best interests of the Borough to
approve the form of Redevelopment Agreement with Town and Country
Redevelopers at Fort Lee, Inc., in the form presented and
approved by counsel and to conditionally designate Town and
Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., as the designated
Redeveloper for Redevelopment Area 5 in accordance with the
provisions of the Redevelopment Law, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council
hereby approve and adopt the form of Redevelopment Agreement
presented between Town and Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc.,
and the Borough of Fort Lee dated September 30, 2004, a true copy
of which is attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with the
provisions of the Redevelopment Law, the Borough of Fort Lee does
hereby designate Town and Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., a
New Jersey corporation, having their principal office at 300 Tice
Boulevard, Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey  07677, as the Redeveloper
for Redevelopment Area 5 which has been defined in the recitals
of this Resolution, contingent upon the compliance by Town and
Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., with the requirements to
present at site plan approval public presentations for the
purpose of outlining the proposed project and receiving comment
and input from members of the public; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the Borough of
Fort Lee is hereby authorized to execute and deliver the
Redevelopment Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A, and the
Borough Clerk is authorized to attest the seal thereto on behalf
of the Borough of Fort Lee as and for its act and deed upon
receipt by the Borough of Fort Lee of a duly-executed
Redevelopment Agreement by the authorized signatories of Town and
Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc.

Mr. Oury stated that if the Council approves the resolution
tonight, he along with Paul Kaufman, Attorney for Owners
Maintenance Corporation, will go before Judge Harris, JSC,
tomorrow morning and will ask him to sign an order settling the
outstanding litigation between Owners Maintenance and the
Borough.

Mayor Alter stated that this is a very lengthy agreement. 
The language of the agreement will dictate the terms.  It is
important to know that this agreement is subject to the
submission of a site plan application before the Fort Lee
Planning Board.  He does not want to guess how many public
hearings are going to be held, but there will be many.  The
agreement is not effective until the Planning Board approves the
final site plan.  This is another step in a long process. 
Everyone will have a chance to be heard.  He is proud of the
Planning Board.  He appoints all of its members except for one
person.  The group is strong and he believes that they will
adequately represent the community during these deliberations.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti

ABSENT: Council Members Kasofsky, Cervieri
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Mayor Alter offered the public an opportunity to ask any
questions about this matter at this point in time. 

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked about deadline
submission dates for the site plan, the settlement agreement, the
original court case, and if there is direct highway access
planned from the development.

Mr. Oury replied that there is a very aggressive
construction schedule which calls for penalties if it is not
adhered to.  The redeveloper has to provide the Borough with a
performance bond which insures the construction schedule.  He
further explained that the case was started about three years ago
by Owners Maintenance.  Thereafter, Town and Country was the
contracted purchaser for the property.  The suit stemmed from the
down zoning of the property by the Mayor and Council at the time. 
When discussions began with Town & Country the case was put on
hiatus to allow both parties to come to a reasonable settlement. 
The order to be signed in front of Judge Harris tomorrow will
resolve the matter.  Mr. Oury said there is a provision of
east/west roadways to be provided and the Borough will be
receiving approximately $30,000,000 for other infrastructure
improvements by the project area.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - stated that he and the Mayor wear two hats in
performing their public duties as Governing Body and Planning
Board members.  He wanted to make clear that he conceptually
approves the development of the Helmsley property.  The property
has been sitting there for thirty years.  This town needs a town
center.  He has supported the concept of the redevelopment plan
and the redevelopers agreement, which provides many benefits to
the town.  One of the benefits will be a three screen movie
theater if the developer performs in accordance with the
redevelopment plan.  He wanted to make clear that he has not seen
the final plans of the developer for the property and as a member
of the Planning Board he will sit and make sure that whatever
site plan is presented is in the best interest of the public. 
The redevelopers agreement is contingent on a satisfactory
development plan.  The site plan must be filed within ninety days
of the signing of the agreement, to the Office of Economic
Development and then to the Planning Board.  It is an aggressive
schedule and he hopes that the developer will adhere to it. 
He will sit with an open mind on the Planning Board to hear the
application in the best interests of the town.

He reminded the public that there will be many films shown
throughout the fall at the newly renovated Historic Park
auditorium.  The next film, scheduled for Sunday, October 24th at
1:00 p.m. is the original “Phantom of the Opera” with Lon Chaney. 
There will be live organ accompaniment with the movie.

Councilman Sokolich - spoke to the Centennial Celebration that
was held two weeks ago.  The weather was not good on Saturday,
but on Sunday the weather was great and he enjoyed seeing
everyone there.  

He said that he along with Messrs. Alter and Villano
attended this past Sunday the Korean Thanksgiving Festival (Chul
Sok), at Overpeck Park in Leonia. It is a celebration of family
and heritage.  Everyone had a wonderful time.

He said that the Special Law Enforcement Officers hired
tonight are here to supplement the existing police force.  He
believes the specials will be a good addition to the Borough.
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He has always viewed sitting on the Council as a special
privilege that he has been blessed with.  He also indicated that
before he was on the Council, it was important to him to
volunteer as much time as he could.   As he experiences more as a
Council member, he is able to see that Fort Lee is a town which
is filled with volunteers.  He encourages the residents to
continue to volunteer for whatever activity they may be
interested in.  He thanked all the volunteers and added that
without volunteers, Fort Lee would not be a community.

He stated that he is proud to participate in the Helmsley
property initiative.  He thinks it is great for the destiny of
Fort Lee.

Councilman Villano - spoke to the Centennial weekend.  He feels
that along with the awards that were given out tonight, awards 
should also be given out to the General Services Department, DPW
and Parking Authority employees.  The entire weekend took him
back to his youth which was a great feeling.

He also supports what is being done on the Helmsley
property.

He received notice from Tom Meyers that the Fort Lee Farmers
Market is scheduled to make its debut in June 2005 in the Fort
Lee Municipal Parking Lot.  This should be another fun thing to
do in the Borough.

Councilman Sargenti - he told Nelson Page and Tom Meyers to enjoy
themselves in Italy and to represent the Borough well.

He congratulated all the people who worked during Centennial
weekend.  The volunteers and employees did a great job getting
the field ready for Sunday after the heavy rains on Saturday.

He announced that the Recreation Department will start
taking registrations for the Borough’s annual tree lighting
ceremony beginning on Monday, November 22nd at the Recreation
Department’s office at the bottom of Stillwell Avenue.  The cost
will be $2.00 per person.  The tree lighting ceremony will be
held on Thursday, December 2nd at 7:00 p.m. at the Recreation
Center.

He also announced that the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of
Commerce’s annual Rag-a-Muffin Parade will be held on Saturday,
October 30th beginning at 9:00 a.m.  The parade begins at Martha
Washington Way and ends at Constitution Park.  There will be
refreshments at Constitution Park.  If it rains the parade will
be held on Sunday, October 31st.  For further information contact
the Chamber at 201-944-7575. 

Councilwoman Kasofsky - also thanked the Centennial workers.  The
event was a culmination of over one year of planning.  

She mentioned that many of the same volunteers also worked
the Senior Citizen picnic last week.  This annual event was also
a huge success.  She read a letter from a resident of 505 North
Avenue, who thanked Kay Nest for continuing to help run the
senior picnic every year.

She reminded everyone that the Health Fair is scheduled for
October 23rd at the Lewis F. Cole Middle School on Stillwell
Avenue between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  Many
different health screenings are being offered.  For further
information contact the Health Department at 201-592-3590.
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She also mentioned that for Fort Lee residents only, the
holiday turkey giveaway and fixings registration will be held on
October 14th and October 15th at the Department of Human Services. 
The holiday turkeys are only given to people who are on food
stamps, TANF or general assistance.  For further information
contact the Human Services Department at 201-592-3590.

Councilman Cervieri - concurred with the comments made by the
other Council members regarding Centennial weekend and the
Borough’s volunteers in general.  He stated that the Borough has
an active homeowner’s association and condo-cooperative
association.  There are fabulous veterans at VFW Post 2342 under
the leadership of Commander James Viola who do great volunteer
work throughout the year.  The Borough employees are second to
none.  As Thanksgiving approaches, everyone should count their
blessings.  

Mr. Grant announced that the last day to register to vote is
Monday, October 4th.  The Borough Clerk’s Office will be open
until 9:00 p.m. to register voters on October 4th.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker   Subject    Response

Steve Monetti         .Senior Citizens’ Picnic
Parking Authority     .Centennial Weekend
Executive Director

Anna Lypinski         .Numerous Borough Activities
400 Park Place

Bunny Feiler          .Fort Lee Community Fund
2431B Second St.        Volunteers

Tom Meyers            .Centennial Weekend
1450 Palisade Ave.

Mr. Sokolich stated that there are many wonderful things to
do in Fort Lee and he suggested that everyone visit the
refurbished Monument Park.  He commended Tony Lione, Parks
Director, and his men for the job that they did.

Kay Nest              .Centennial Weekend
3 Horizon Road

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Cervieri,
and carried at 9:55 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                            Thursday, September 9, 2004 @8:40 p.m 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

3.  On August 10, 2004 a written notice of the change in
time for this meeting was posted at the Municipal Building, 309
Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

4.  On the same date a copy of said written notice was
mailed to the Record, Jersey Journal and Time Warner Cable and 
copies were mailed to all persons who have requested copies of
such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2004.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter stated that in two days on September 11th, the
nation will be recognizing a watershed date in the history of the
United States.  Joseph D’Alessio, a Borough resident, has written
a poem recognizing the event and he has requested permission to
read it.

Mayor Alter called upon Mr. D’Alessio to read his poem.

REMEMBER SEPTEMBER

Remember September, preparing for fall,
The bounty of nature, the harvest moon ball,

Remember September Eleven, that morn, when
Tragedy struck and a new nation was born.

Out of the sky there arose such a thunder,
Shocking the world to pause and to wonder.

A demonic scheme was about to unfold
of such magnitude, it’s hard to behold.

The terrorists struck in Allah’s name,
Causing death and destruction, sorrow and pain.

Three hijacked planes all hit their mark, 
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Within moments of fury, the sky became dark,
The symbol of wealth and power their mark.

The evil purveyors of this dastardly deed,
Awakened the world to stop and take heed.

The World Trade Center, the symbol of power,
Was hit by two jets and gone in an hour.

As the planes struck, you could tell at a glance
That thousands of workers didn’t have a chance.

Firemen were called and they rushed to the horror.
For hundreds of them there would be no tomorrow.

Their call and their duty was for people to save,
Ignoring the risk, their own lives they gave.

The evil purveyors of death and destruction,
Successfully with their plan,

Destroyed the towers made by man.
No longer do the towers stand,

The mighty towers made by man.

From the ashes, pain and sorrow,
Arose the cry - We’ll build tomorrow!

Forged with blood, this nation’s pride,
Not in vain that they shall have died,

As the ashes filled the air,
Americans showed that we still care.

Unity - our freedoms’ cry!
Avenge the heroes who did die.

Preserve our freedom from shore to shore,
Let the terrorists be no more!

Mayor Alter noted that after the tragedy, the Port Authority
came to the government of Fort Lee and requested that the Borough
name a street in honor of a Port Authority officer who was killed
on that day.  This government was the only host government to
recognize their request.  Bridge Marginal South has been renamed
Bruce Reynolds Boulevard.  Bruce Reynolds’ regular post was in
Fort Lee.  He died that day helping others.  The Borough has his
wife and children at the commemoration so that they could see
that there would always be something named in Fort Lee after
their father.  The Port Authority Police force lost thirty-four
people on September 11th.

He added that the Borough is still finding out about people
who died from Fort Lee or whose immediate family is in Fort Lee.
The Borough is looking into ways to recognize more people.  Scott
Vasser, a former Fort Lee high school student who was also
killed, was previously recognized with a scholarship fund.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 19,
2004, 2004 Executive Session were approved.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 19,
2004 Regular Meeting were approved.

PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance #2004-41 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2002-14 & 2004-22
- (Schedule B) for Public Defender, Prosecutors and Planning
Board Attorney
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2004-41 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-
14 AND SALARY ORDINANCE #2004-22 ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR WHITE
COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES (SCHEDULE “B”).”

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Cervieri, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15.

Mr. Cervieri recused himself and left the podium during this
portion of the meeting.

CA-1 - Accepting Resignation Notice From Corey Parker, Police &
Fire Signal Systems Technician I, From the Communications Radio
Repair Department

BE IT RESOLVED that a resignation notice, dated September 1,
2004 was received from Corey Parker, of the Communications
Department - Radio Repair, and the Mayor and Council have
accepted same; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Corey Parker’s effective date of
resignation from the Borough of Fort Lee shall be effective
immediately.

CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Fall Seasonal Employees for the
Recreation Department - Termination Date December 31, 2004

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have
determined that these positions must be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to
the positions and rates of compensation indicated with the
Department of Recreation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of 
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective
date of September 1, 2004 and a termination date of December 31,
2004.

CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Dennis Smith, Hilda Jauregui and
Stephen Maegin as School Crossing Guards

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in
the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm:



Regular Meeting                                 September 9, 2004
                                                          Page #4

Dennis D. Smith
1603 Gerome Avenue

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

Hilda Jauregui
1193 Anderson Avenue

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

Stephen Maegin
33 Hudson Terrace

Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 07632

and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above appointments be made
retroactive to September 7, 2004.

CA-4 - Amending Plumbing Sub-Code Official’s Salary for 2004 and
2005 Due to Clerical Error From July 22nd - 2004 Salary $37,260
and 2005 Salary $38,564

WHEREAS, Peter Hammer was hired by the Borough of Fort Lee
on July 22, 2004 as a full time Plumbing Sub-Code official for
the Building Department at an annual salary of $36,000; and

WHEREAS, Peter Hammer was making $18,630 as the part time
plumbing official before being hired full time; and

WHEREAS, Peter Hammer’s work hours doubled from 15 hours to
30 hours and his salary was inadvertently raised only from
$18,000 to $36,000;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Peter Hammer’s annual salary for
2004 should be raised from $36,000 to $37,260 and his salary for
2005 should be $38,564; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Salary Ordinance #2004-34
indicates a salary range of $30,000 to $45,000 for the Plumbing
Sub-Code position so that new salary ordinance needs to be
prepared due to the clerical error made.

CA-5 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant
as Proposed by VFW Post 2343 for Kitchen Renovations - $15,000

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of
$15,000 has been proposed by the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
2342, 250 Main Street, for Kitchen Facility Rehabilitation in the
Borough of Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act,
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and

     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of
the people of the Borough of Fort Lee; and

     WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite
expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby confirm endorsement of the
aforesaid project; and
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     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community
Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid
project may be expedited.

CA-6 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Advertise for Bids
for Renewable Energy Systems

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for: 

. Renewable Energy Systems

CA-7 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Advertise and Conduct
Auction w/Assistance of Professional Auctioneers Dingman and 
James for Sale of Borough Property

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee, to authorize and direct the Purchasing Consultant to
advertise and conduct an auction with the assistance of Dingman
and James professional auctioneers; for the sale of Borough
property.  This auction will be for the sole purpose of the
disposal of various vehicles and equipment that can no longer be
utilized by the Borough.

CA-8 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Court Litigation: “The
Atrium Palace Condominium Association vs. Borough of Fort Lee”

WHEREAS, The Atrium Palace Condominium Association filed 
suit in the New Jersey Tax Court against the Borough of Fort Lee
in a matter entitled The Atrium Palace Condominium Association
vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 06512-2004, with 
respect to the assessment of certain parking spaces located 
within the confines of the condominium association property,
1512 Palisade Avenue, as shown on Exhibit A, annexed; and

WHEREAS, the Council previously authorized the non-
taxability of these parking spaces in Superior Court litigation 
under Docket No. L 3624-02; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Council of the
Borough to settle any and all claims arising out of this dispute;
and

WHEREAS, the tax attorney recommends that the matter be 
settled, and that such settlement is in the best interest of the
Borough,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation
entitled The Atrium Palace Condominium Association vs. Borough
of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 06512-2004, such that the 
individual parking spaces set forth as Exhibit A, annexed hereto,
shall not be taxed for the year 2004 and forward.

CA-9 - Authorizing Execution of Resubmitted Treatment Works
Approval (TWA) Application for the State of New Jersey,
Department of Environmental Protection, for the Whitehall
Towers Project, Block 4804, Lots 1 Thru 11

WHEREAS it is necessary to secure a new permit from the
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State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, for
a Treatment Works Approval permit for a sewer extension for the
Whitehall Tower Project, Block 4804, Lots 1 thru 11; and

WHEREAS, the Whitehall Tower Project, in Fort Lee involves
the construction of a thirteen (13) story residential apartment
building; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed Treatment Works consists of
constructing 84 LF of 8" DIP and two sanitary manholes that will 
connect to an existing 8" CIP which will serve the proposed
development; and

WHEREAS, the project has been reviewed by the Planning
Board, and Schoor DePalma, Borough Engineer for this project,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Mayor or Borough
Administrator to execute a new Treatment Works Approval
application, to the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection on behalf of Costa Engineering Corporation, engineer
for applicant for the Whitehall Tower Project, 325 South River
Street, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601.

CA-10 - Requesting an Extension of Time From the New Jersey
Department of Transportation for a Local Aid Application for
Roadway Improvements to Cumbermeade Road

WHEREAS, a New Jersey Department of Transportation Local Aid
Application was proposed on May 23, 2002 by the Borough of Fort
Lee for Roadway Improvements to Cumbermeade Road; and

WHEREAS, the project has not been awarded at this time due
to the fact that during the preliminary design phase, it became
apparent that there were significant combined sewer repairs that
first must be undertaken before the roadway improvements can be
implemented; and

WHEREAS, the sewer work is under design and the sewer
improvements are subject to the review and approval of the State
of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough hereby is requesting an
extension of time from December 18, 2004 to December 18, 2005 for
the award of a contract for improvements to Cumbermeade Road 
(Section 1& 2); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, New Jersey, that a copy of
this resolution shall be sent to the New Jersey Department of
Transportation Local Aid Office so that implementation of the
extension of the time for this project may be granted. 

CA-11 - Awarding Contract to S. Barilla & Sons, Inc. to Furnish
and Install an Acrylic Hard Coat Stucco Wall System at the
Retaining Wall Located at 540 Main Street - $35,000

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee advertised for bids for a
Stucco Wall System for the retaining wall at 540 Main Street on
June 2, 2004; and

WHEREAS, no bids were received for the project; and

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Consultant re-advertised the project
for bids to be received on July 21, 2004; and
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WHEREAS, only one bid was received as follows:

Security Structures, Inc. $58,028.00
125 Martinsville Road

          Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920

and;

WHEREAS, the Borough’s cost estimate for the project was 
$45,000 for the project and the one bid received was more than
$13,000 higher than the cost estimate,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough wishes to
reject the bid of Security Structures; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, since the Borough in accordance with
NJSA 40A:11-5(3) has formally bid the project two times, the
Borough may now negotiate a contract for this project; and

WHEREAS, S. Barila & Sons, Inc has submitted a proposal of
$35,000 to furnish and install the stucco wall system,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee that S. Barila & Sons, Inc., 1578 Ann Street,
Fort Lee, New Jersey be awarded a contract to furnish and install
the stucco wall system; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has
certified that funds are available for this project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk has advertised
the award of contract as required by law.

CA-12 - Awarding Contract to Key Solutions Corporation, Glen
Rock, New Jersey, for an Emergency Response Management System
Which is to Replace the Ambulance Corps Current Manual Forms
Process - $16,200

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
believes that it is necessary that the Borough’s Volunteer
Ambulance Corps computerize its manual form process with and
emergency response management system in order to insure more
efficient and effective operation of the Borough’s Volunteer
Ambulance Corps; and

WHEREAS, the appropriate contractor for this emergency
response management system has been determined,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

1.  Key Solutions Corporation of P.O. Box 112, Glen Rock,
New Jersey 07452-0112 is awarded a contract to provide an
emergency response management system for the Borough of Fort Lee
Volunteer Ambulance Corps.

2.  Key Solutions Corporation shall provide software that
will replace the current manual forms process for patient call
information.

3.  Key Solutions Corporation shall provide this emergency
response management system for a fee of sixteen thousand two
hundred ($16,200.00) dollars.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has
certified that funds are available for the project; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall
advertise the award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-13 - Authorizing Purchase of Computer Software and Hardware
for the Police Department and Awarding Contract for Technical
Services Related to the Purchase of the Software and Hardware -
Three Separate Vendors (Total Price $82,100)

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
believe that it is necessary that the Borough’s Police Department
procure computer equipment, computer software and technical
services to insure that the Police Department computer systems
run efficiently and effectively; and

WHEREAS, the appropriate contractors for computer hardware,
computer software, and technical services have been determined:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

1.  Hewlett-Packard Gem Sales of 10810 Farnam Drive, Omaha,
Nebraska 68100 is awarded a contract via New Jersey State
contract #A81249 to provide computer hardware for the Borough of
Fort Lee Police Department no later than October 15, 2004.

2.  Hewlett-Packard Gem Sales shall provide this computer
hardware for a fee of forty-four thousand five hundred ($44,500)
dollars.

3.  Govconnection Inc. of 7503 Standish Place, Rockville,
Maryland 20855 is awarded a contract via New Jersey State
contract #A56534 to provide computer software for the Borough of
Fort Lee Police Department no later than October 15, 2004.

4.  Govconnection, Inc. shall provide this computer software
for a fee of thirty-three thousand one hundred ($33,100) dollars.

5.  Acumen Consulting of 628 Route 10, West Whippany, New
Jersey 07981 is awarded a contract to provide technical services
for the Borough of Fort Lee Police Department no later than
November 30, 2004.

6.  Acumen Consulting shall provide these technical services
for a fee of four thousand five hundred ($4,500) dollars; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has
certified that funds are available for the project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that appropriate requisitions and
purchase orders be completed by the Police Department and
Purchasing Department for the purchase of the computer software
and hardware; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a contract be prepared by the
Borough Attorney for Acumen Consulting and that such contract
shall be available and kept on file in the Borough Clerk’s
Office; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall
advertise the award of the contract in a legal newspaper for the
technical consulting services.
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CA-14 - Authorizing Execution of Fort Lee Municipal Alliance
Application and Allocating a 25% Match of Said Funding for 2005 -
$4,375 (Borough's Share)

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Municipal Alliance Program, the
Borough of Fort Lee obtains state funding with respect to
prevention of alcoholism and drug abuse; and

WHEREAS, the Borough has been requested to provide a 25%
percent match of said funding,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor be and he is hereby
authorized and directed to execute the Fort Lee Municipal
Alliance Program application for funding for the year 2005, and
the Borough hereby pledges the sum of $4,375 towards such
purposes.

CA-15 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering, South 
Hackensack, New Jersey, for Potential Dredging of Long Swamp
Property - Fee Not to Exceed $32,000

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
wishes to dredge the Long Swamp property in Palisades Park which
has negatively affected residents in Palisades Park and Fort Lee
due to flooding that has occurred on 11th Street in Fort Lee and
in the vicinity of that area in Fort Lee and Palisades Park; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough requires the services of a professional
engineer to perform the necessary field investigations and
prepare the applications for NJDEP permits to perform the
dredging and cleaning of the property; and

     WHEREAS, the appropriate engineer for the project has been
determined,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Boswell Engineering, 330 Phillips
Avenue, P.O. Box 3152, South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 is
awarded a contract to provide engineering services for the Long
Swamp restoration project; and 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Boswell Engineering shall
provide the foregoing services according to its proposal dated
September 9, 2004 in an amount not to exceed $32,000.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the project.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Boswell’s original proposal and
the resolution authorizing Boswell to perform the above work are
on file and available in the Borough Clerk’s office.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall
advertise the award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to
CA-5, CA-8 and CA-9.

Ms. Thomas responded to CA-5.  Messrs. Alter and Cohen spoke
to CA-8 and Mr. Cohen and Ms. Thomas replied to CA-9.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15) was
approved on the following roll call:
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AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - announced that on September 18th and 19th at
Constitution Park, there will be a celebration of Fort Lee’s
Centennial.  There will be a re-creation of Palisades Amusement
Park with rides, refreshments, a Little Miss America contest and
on Saturday night there will be a showing of a movie about
Palisades Amusement Park by Vincent Gargulio who has written the
book “Palisades Amusement Park”.  

He also announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission will be
sponsoring a series of programs at the newly renovated auditorium
at the Fort Lee Historic Park on Sunday afternoons throughout the
fall.  There will be a number of movies including the original
version of the “Phantom of the Opera” shown.  The first movie
being shown on Sunday, September 26th at 1:00 p.m. is “The Little
Fugitive” made by Morris Engel, who is scheduled to attend and
talk about the movie.

Councilman Sokolich - noted that the Fort Lee Fire Department
softball team came in first place this year in the mutual aid
softball league.  He congratulated them on their performance.

Councilman Villano - stated that the Borough Generals finished
the regular softball season with thirteen wins and one loss, and
then proceeded to win the league playoffs of the Fort Lee Condo-
Cooperative softball league.  He is hoping to make a public
trophy presentation at the September 30th regular meeting.

Councilman Sargenti - hoped that everyone had a great summer.  

He stated that the Recreation Department ran a great summer
program, and he encouraged residents to have their children
participate in the Recreation Department and other junior sports
programs that are now open for soccer and football.

He also is looking forward to having the kids of the
American and National baseball leagues attend a future public
meeting so that they can be publicly congratulated for their
efforts in reaching the district championship amongst the best
all-star teams in Bergen County.    

Councilwoman Kasofsky - stated that the Borough’s annual health
fair will be held on Saturday, October 23rd, from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. at the Lewis F. Cole Middle School.  Many types of
health screenings will be available, along with flu and pneumonia
vaccines.  For further details contact the Health Department at
201-592-3590.

She stated that Fort Lee’s food pantry has recently received
a larger number of requests for food from Fort Lee residents than
it had in recent years.  Jillian Raimondo, Human Services
Director, is thanking everyone who has made donations to the food
pantry through the Fort Lee Community Fund and Fort Lee Post
Office.  
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Councilman Cervieri - read an announcement from the Police
Department inviting the public to attend the PBA Memorial Service
being held this Saturday at 11:00 a.m. at the William A. Birch
Memorial Park at the Fort Lee Recreation Center.  The PBA holds
the service to remember the police officers who paid the ultimate
sacrifice in protecting their community.  After the service
refreshments will be served and there will be activities for the
children.

He announced that on Tuesday, September 14th, the Greater
Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce will be holding a general membership
luncheon at Armando’s Italian Restaurant, 144 Main Street, Fort
Lee.  The Chamber’s guest speakers are Robert Tessaro, Esq. and
Thomas Meyers of the Fort Lee Film Commission, with the topic
being the Fort Lee Centennial-fun, facts and fiction.  The
luncheon begins at noon.  For further information contact the
Chamber at 201-944-7575.

     He stated that to celebrate Fort Lee’s Centennial, the
Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce is commemorating the event
by donating a Centennial town clock to the Borough.  Anyone
interested in being a sponsor of the town clock should call the
Chamber at (201) 944-7575 or visit the Chamber’s website at 
fortleenj.com.

He spoke to the flooding problem on Eleventh Street off of
Stillwell Avenue.  The Borough Engineer was authorized tonight to
begin to conduct the necessary steps that will hopefully
alleviate the flooding once and for all.  Over the past two years
the Borough has taken many steps and spent money to alleviate the
problem, but the problem has not gone away.  

Mr. Grant announced that the September 23rd executive and
regular meetings of the Mayor and Council will be changed to
September 30th.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the meeting moved into public participation.

Speaker   Subject Response

Joseph D’Alessio      .High Holy Holidays         Mayor Alter
2136 South St.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the public portion of the meeting was closed.

Mayor Alter noted that Fort Lee had a bad traffic day today.
There was and have been serious problems on the New York side of
the Cross Bronx Expressway.  Chunks of concrete fell off the
overpass and caused complete closure of the roadway.  There was
also a 30" water main break earlier today on the overpass of
Lemoine Avenue.  He believes that work is being done tonight to
fix the repairs.  Hopefully, the problem is easily fixable, but
that will not be known until later.  This could negatively impact
tomorrow’s traffic flow in Fort Lee.  The sewer main break was so
large that entry streets into Fort Lee were closed.

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, and carried at 9:10 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                        Thursday, August 19, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

On August 10, 2004 a written notice of the change in time
for this meeting was posted at the Municipal Building, 309 Main
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to
the Record, Jersey Journal and Time Warner Cable and a copy was
filed with the Borough Clerk.

On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have
requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed
for the year 2004.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter announced that as Mayor he appoints the members
of the Planning Board.  He announced publicly that since there
was a resignation at the end of July, he has appointed Fred
Heller, former President of Century Towers, to the Planning
Board.

OATH OF OFFICE

Thomas Ripoli, Police Chief, wished incoming Deputy Chief
John Reuter, his family and all of his friends the best of luck. 
He has worked with John for over thirty years, and he has always
had a good relationship with him.  His family, friends and the
rest of the Police Department should be very proud of him.

Mayor Alter swore in John Reuter as the Deputy Chief of
Police.  His wife, Jeanne, pinned on his badge and his children
Kelly and John Jr. held the Bible.

Deputy Chief Reuter thanked the Mayor and Council for the
confidence they have shown in him.  He is looking forward to the
next stage of his career with great excitement and anticipation.
He thanked his wife Jeanne for all of her love and support.  He
thanked his children John and Kelly for making life fun.  He and
Chief Ripoli are eagerly undertaking new roles in the Police
Department.  With the help of Public Safety Director Bernard
Hart, he expects great strides to be made in the Police
Department.  He thanked the men and women of the Department for
the support they have shown him.  Fort Lee’s Police Department is
one of the best trained and equipped police departments found
anywhere in the State.  He told the citizens of the Borough that
they have an excellent Police Department.  The Department strives
and continues to strive to be responsive and diligent with regard 
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to the performance of their duties.  In closing, he thanked his
brother and his family for being here tonight.  He wished his
mother were here to have shared in this moment.  He thanked his
friends for attending tonight.  The friendships that he and his
wife have made throughout his career have been important to them.
He recognized the Chief of the Sheriff’s Department and the Chief
of the Bergen County Jail for attending.  He recognized Thomas
Sweeney, a former Fort Lee Police Officer, who was his first
partner, and all of the other guys he worked with throughout his
years on the force. 

Mayor Alter stated that Deputy Chief Reuter is a very
respected member of the Fort Lee Police Department.  He added it
is nice to see people get what they deserve.

Mr. Cervieri acknowledged former Council Members Jan
Goldberg and Joan Voss.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 22,
2004 Special Meeting were approved with Councilmen Sargenti and
Cervieri abstaining.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-41 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2002-14 & 2004-22
- (Schedule B) for Public Defender, Prosecutors and Planning
Board Attorney
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-41 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-14 AND SALARY ORDINANCE #2004-22
ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-
UNION EMPLOYEES (SCHEDULE “B”)” was introduced and passed on
first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
September 9, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2004-30 - Bond Ordinance for Various Capital
Improvements - $2,738,000

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-30 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND APPROPRIATING
$2,738,000 THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $2,601,100
IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TO FINANCE THE
SAME.”

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, speaking to this ordinance
and ordinance #2004-31, raised her objections to another bond
ordinance being passed by the Borough.  She feels that the
Borough is borrowing too much, the interest payments are too high
and all the bonding is negatively affecting taxes in the Borough.
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There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-31 - Bonding for Streetscaping Phase IIA,
Main Street to Linwood Avenue - $400,000

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-31 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE IN
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY PROVIDING FOR THE DOWNTOWN
PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (PHASE IIA STREETSCAPE PROJECT)
AND APPROPRIATING $400,000 THEREFOR AND PROVIDING FOR THE
ISSUANCES OF $380,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE
THE SAME.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-32 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 63, “Vehicles
& Traffic” - Lane Use Reservations

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-32 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 63, SCHEDULE XVIII, OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

Mr. Villano asked Mr. Grant for a clarification of the
ordinance.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.

Ordinance #2004-33 - Amending Chapter 316 “Public Records”
Fees for Copies and Services

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-33 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 316, PUBLIC
RECORDS, SECTION 316-1 FEES FOR COPIES AND SERVICES, OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.
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Ordinance #2004-34 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2002-14 for
White Collar Employees - Plumbing Sub-Code Official

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-34 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #2002-14
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND
CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES.”

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, speaking to all of the
salary ordinances, stated that this is a mid-year increase.  All
of the increases are why the citizens are paying more than 7% in
taxes this year.  

Mayor Alter replied that three years ago the Borough went on
a January and July schedule to review merit increases.  In 2003
there were no increases other than union contracts.  Some of this
year’s increases are catch-ups.  The firm that did the
revaluation did not evenly apply assessments.  It was their job
to correct errors that the Bergen County Tax Board believes there
were in the Borough.  He told Ms. Levinson that it is very hard
to generalize people’s taxes this year.

Ms. Levinson asked if Ordinance #2004-35 is passed, would
that person lose their job in the Borough.

Mayor Alter said no.  Ms. Thomas added that Ordinance #2004-
35 is going to be tabled, but the person who would be affected by
the passage of the ordinance would not lose their job.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-35 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2002-51 for
Department Heads - Delete Position of Deputy Emergency Management
Coordinator

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky and carried, Ord. #2004-35 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-51 AND ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND
WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEAD (SCHEDULE A)”, was tabled on the
following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-36 - Establishing a Salary Ordinance for the
Director of Public Safety

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-36 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SALARY FOR THE
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:
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AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-37 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2002-50 -
Establishing Salary for the Chief of Police

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-37 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-
50 AND PROVIDING THE SALARY FOR THE CHIEF OF POLICE.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Villano

Ordinance #2004-38 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2002-50 -
Establishing Salary for the Deputy Chief of Police

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-38 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-
50 AND PROVIDING THE SALARY FOR THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-39 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 40, “Vehicles
and Traffic” Fee Schedule and Other Various Sections of the
Borough Code to Increase the Fines for Violations and Penalties
by $3.00

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-39 entitled, “ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER
388, SECTION 41 OF THE FORT LEE CODE, ENTITLED “SURCHARGE FOR
PARKING/TRAFFIC FINES,” AND AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 40,
CHAPTER 216, SECTION 6(35) AND CHAPTER 289, SECTIONS 15B, AND 36I
TO IMPLEMENT THE ADDITIONAL FINE AUTHORIZED HEREBY.”

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-18.
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CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                                $1,449,952.76
Capital                                          748,148.71
Trust (Accutrack)                                 44,008.25
Trust (Old)                                             n/a
Police Activity Account                           16,641.24
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,177.35
Senior Citizen Computer Account                         n/a
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a
Centennial Fund                                         n/a
Wedding Fees                                            n/a
Trip Admissions                                   12,724.77
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a
Construction Fees                                  4,275.00
Special Dog Account                                  176.40
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                          n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,625.00
Redemption Account                                28,701.96

CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #949 for Good Shepherd Community
Services, Inc. (Friends for Life)

WHEREAS, Good Shepherd Community Services, Inc. (Friends for
Life), 1576 Palisade Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted
a raffle application for November 17, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their
license application is complete in all respects,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body 
hereby approves raffle application #949, pending final approval
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission.

CA-3 -  Approving Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter Application for
Thomas Worner for Fire Company #4

The jr. auxiliary firefighter application for Thomas Worner
for Fire Company #4 was approved.

CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notice Submitted by John Harper,
Police Officer - Effective August 31st

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that the retirement notice submitted by Police Officer
John Harper, of the Fort Lee Police Department, dated May 28,
2004, is hereby accepted, for his retirement from the Borough,
with an effective date of August 31, 2004.

CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Wendy Weissman and Erin Cleary as
Seasonal Help for the Finance Department - $9.00 to $9.50 Hourly

WHEREAS, part-time summer seasonal positions exist within
the Finance Department, and the Mayor and Council have determined
that the positions should be filled,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired
retroactively as summer help, at the hourly rate of compensation
listed below:

Name Hourly Rate Start Date

   * Wendy Weissman $9.50 July 21, 2004
Erin Cleary $9.00 July 21, 2004

* Denotes Returning Employee

CA-6 - Authorizing Hiring of Maryanne Viola and Lidia Barreiro as
School Crossing Guards

BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in
the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm:

Maryanne Viola
223 Virginia Avenue

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

Lidia Barreiro
1511 Center Avenue

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

CA-7 - Authorizing Renewal of Membership in the South Bergen
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund for Three Years 2005-2007

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is a member of the South
Bergen Joint Insurance Fund; and

WHEREAS, said renewed membership terminates as of December
31, 2004 unless earlier renewed by agreement between the
Municipality and the Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Municipality desires to renew said membership;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

1. The Borough of Fort Lee agrees to renew its membership in the
South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund and to be subject to
the Bylaws, Rules, and Regulations, coverages and operating
procedures thereof as presently existing or as modified from time
to time by lawful act of the Fund.

2. The Mayor and Clerk shall be and hereby are authorized to
execute the agreement to renew membership annexed hereto and made
a part hereof and to deliver same to the South Bergen Municipal
Joint Insurance Fund evidencing the Municipality's intention to
renew its membership.

CA-8 - Authorizing Acceptance of $75,000 (50-50 Match) For Round
Five (5) of the Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund for
Anderson Point Park

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of Borough of
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County
of Bergen for the purpose of using $75,000 for Round Five (5)
Bergen County Open Space Trust Funds for Anderson Point Park in
the Borough of Fort Lee; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby
authorizes Mayor Jack Alter to be a signatory to the aforesaid
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grant agreement; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby
authorizes Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer, to sign all
County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid
project; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council
recognizes that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for a dollar
for dollar match for any funds awarded in accordance with the
Trust requirements.

CA-9 - Authorizing Borough to Make Application to the State of
New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, Green Acres
Program for a $381,250 Loan and a $218,750 Grant for
Improvements to Van Fleet Park and Monument Park

     WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection, Green Acres Program (“State”), provides loans and/or
grants to municipal and county governments and grants to
nonprofit organizations for assistance in the acquisition and
development of lands for outdoor recreation and conservation
purposes; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to further the
public interest by obtaining a loan of $381,250.00 and a grant of
$218,750.00 from the State to fund the following project(s): 
Renovations at Van Fleet Park and Monument Park,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee resolves that Peggy E. Thomas or the
successor to the office of Borough Administrator is hereby
authorized to:

     a) make application for such a loan and/or such a grant
     b) provide additional application information and furnish    
         such documents as may be required
     c) act as the authorized correspondent of the above named    
         applicant; and

     WHEREAS, the State shall determine if the application is
complete and in conformance with the scope and intent of the
Green Acres Program, and notify the applicant of the amount of
the funding award; and

     WHEREAS, the applicant is willing to use the State’s funds
in accordance with such rules, regulations and applicable
statutes, and is willing to enter into an agreement with the
State for the above names project,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee:

     1.  That the Mayor of the Borough of Fort Lee is hereby      
          authorized to execute an agreement and any amendment    
          thereto with the State known as Fort Lee Recreational   
          Redevelopment Project

     2.  That the applicant has its matching share of the         
          project, if a match is required, the amount of          
          $276,581.00

     3.  That, in the event the State’s funds are less than the   
          total project cost specified above, the applicant has   
          the balance of funding necessary to complete the        
          project; and
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     4.  The applicant agrees to comply with all applicable       
          federal, state and local laws, rules, and regulations   
          in its performance of the project.

     5.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.

CA-10 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for 2004-2005 for
Brinker New Jersey, Inc. and Young Joon Park (Inactive Licenses)

WHEREAS, on July 7, 2004 a Special Rulings was granted from
the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
to permit consideration of liquor license renewal for one (1)
plenary retail consumption license; and 

WHEREAS, the renewal application was filed in the Borough
Clerk's Office in a timely manner,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall
be renewed for the licensing year 2004-2005.

Liquor License # Licensee

0219-33-044-006     Brinker, New Jersey Inc. 

and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Young Joon Park, t/a Masil, 
received tax clearance on August 12, 2004 from the State of New
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, and
that the renewal application was filed in the Borough Clerk’s
Office in a timely manner,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following license shall be
renewed for the licensing year 2004-2005.

Liquor License #    Licensee

0219-33-10-007      Young Joon Park

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix
the corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto.

CA-11 - Providing General Liability Insurance for Certain
Quasi-Public Entities - Fort Lee Historical Society, Fort Lee
Flag Football & Fort Lee Co-ondo Softball League

      WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is a participating member
of the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, relative to
general liability and other coverages; and

      WHEREAS, the “Fund” has adopted certain criteria to
distinguish between bona fide municipal activities and other
quasi-public entities not sponsored by the municipality and,
therefore, not subject to coverage by the “Fund”; and

      WHEREAS, it has been determined that in order to be covered
by the “Fund” an organization or activity meet the test that its
function is of the type that historically the Borough has
provided with coverage and/or which services a bona fide public
purpose typically met by local government, and the benefits of
which are available to the municipality in general; and
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     WHEREAS, the Borough has asked the “Fund” to extend coverage 
to the following entities:

     Class III - All Other Non-Athletic Organizations

Fort Lee Historical Society

     Class IV - Athletic Organizations

Fort Lee Flag Football 
     Fort Lee Co-ondo Softball League 

CA-12 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled
Campolongo, 261 Virginia Avenue, Block 1802, Lot 14, vs. Borough
of Fort Lee

     WHEREAS, Ann Marie Campolongo is the owner of certain
residential property located at 261 Virginia Avenue, also known
as Block 1802, Lot 14; and

     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Campolongo vs. Borough
of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 6331-04; and

     WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the assessor and tax
appeal attorney that the matter be settled at this time, and that
such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the tax appeal attorney be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation
entitled Campolongo vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No.
6331-04, so that the 2004 assessment will be reduced from
$468,400 to $430,000; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgement interest by
the taxpayer.

CA-13 - Authorizing Borough Administrator to Execute
Authorization of Payment to Certified Valuations, Inc. With
Regard to Work Performed for 2004 Revaluation - $127,350

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee retained the services of
Certified Valuations, Inc. in order to perform a complete
revaluation of all real property located in the Borough; and

     WHEREAS, the tax assessor has certified the completion of
the project by signing the final tax book; and

     WHEREAS, Certified Valuations performed additional work not
contemplated by its original proposal and as set forth in the
revaluation contract; and

     WHEREAS, Certified Valuations has completed all its
contractual obligations; and

     WHEREAS, the tax assessor has failed and refused to execute
the payment approvals so as to compensate Certified Valuations,
Inc. for the work performed,

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough Administrator be and she
is hereby authorized and directed to execute, in lieu of
execution by the tax assessor, any and all payment authorization 
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necessary in order to compensate Certified Valuations, Inc. for
its work performed in connection with the 2004 revaluation; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Certified Valuations shall be
paid the total sum of $127,350 as full and final payment for all
services rendered in connection with the revaluation contract;
and   

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Treasurer be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to issue payment to Certified
Valuations, Inc., in the aforesaid amount, based on the
certification by the Borough Administrator that the required
services have been performed in accordance with the revaluation
contract.  

CA-14 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant
Application a Tuition Subsidy for “The Learning Bridge”
Child Day Care Learning and Development Center - $35,000

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant in the
amount of $35,000 for tuition subsidy for “The Learning Bridge”
Child Day Care Learning and Development Center; a very important
service which is made available to participating low income
parents participating in the Housing Authority’s Family Self
Sufficiency Program which is operated by the Fort Lee Housing
Authority in the municipality of Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act,
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality
without authorization by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of 
the people of the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of Bergen;
and

WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial
resources of the Municipality and is intended solely to expedite
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the
aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community
Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid
project may be expedited. 

CA-15 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant as
Proposed by the Fort Lee Assistance and Support Housing
Corporation for Funds for Operating Expenses of the Non-
Profit “F.L.A.S.H” - $35,000

WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnership Grant
in the amount of $35,000 has been proposed by the Fort Lee
Assistance and Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation, for
operating expenses of the non-profit “F.L.A.S.H.” in the
municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act,
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality
without authorization by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of
the low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the
County of Bergen; and
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WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial
resources of the Municipality and is intended solely to expedite
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the
aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community
Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid
project may be expedited. 

CA-16 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant as
Proposed by the Fort Lee Assistance and Support Housing
Corporation for the Lease/Purchase Program of a Single Family
Home or Condominium - $100,000

WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnership Grant 
in the amount of $100,000 has been proposed by the Fort Lee
Assistance & Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation, for the
acquisition of a single family house or condominium for the
Lease/Purchase Program; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act,
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality
without authorization by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of
the low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the
County of Bergen; and

WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial
resources of the Municipality and is intended solely to expedite
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the
aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community
Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid
project may be expedited. 

CA-17 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant as
Proposed by the Fort Lee Assistance and Support Housing
Corporation for Funds for the “The Learning Bridge” Child Day
Care Learning and Development Center - $19,000

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant in the
amount of $19,000 for improvements to the “Learning Bridge” Child
Day Care Center play area: a very important support service which
is made available to low income parents participating in the
Housing Authority’s Family Self-Sufficiency Program which is
operated by the Fort Lee Housing Authority in the municipality of
Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act,
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality
without authorization by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of
the low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the
County of Bergen; and
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WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial
resources of the Municipality and is intended solely to expedite
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the
aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community
Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid
project may be expedited. 

CA-18 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering for
Construction Inspection Services for the Clubhouse and Site
Improvements at Van Fleet Park - Fee Not to Exceed $45,000

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
awarded a contract to Boswell McClave Engineering on February 12,
2004 to provide civil engineering services for site improvements
and a new clubhouse at Van Fleet Park; and 

WHEREAS, Boswell McClave has presented a proposal dated
August 18, 2004 to perform construction inspection services for
the aforementioned projected,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

1. Boswell Engineering of 330 Phillips Avenue, P.O. Box
3152, South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 is awarded the contract
to provide construction inspection services for site improvements
and a clubhouse at Van Fleet Park as outlined in their proposal
of August 18th at cost not to exceed $45,000.00; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer 
certified that funds are available for the project via bond
ordinance #2002-17; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and contract
are available in the Borough Clerk’s office; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise
the award of the contract in a legal newspaper as required by law.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to
CA-5, CA-9, CA-14, CA-17 and CA-13.

Ms. Thomas responded to CA-5 and CA-9.  Mr. Cervieri spoke
to CA-14 and CA-17, and Mayor Alter replied to CA-13.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-18) was approved
unanimously.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission
has received a $2,429 grant from the Bergen County Division of
Cultural & Historical Affairs.  The Commission this fall will be
showing a series of eight programs in the refurbished auditorium
of the Palisades Interstate Parkway Historic Park.  The first
film will be shown on Sunday, September 26th.  
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He stated that the summer movie series in Constitution Park
is coming to its grand finale.  The final two movies to be shown,
on Wednesday, August 26th and Wednesday, September 2nd, will be
“Psycho” and “Yellow Submarine”. 

Councilman Sokolich - stated that in July the Fire Department
responded to 141 calls.  For the year 997 calls have been
received.  Calls range from active fire alarms, to active fires
and vehicular accident extractions.  He added that the new fire
ladder truck is nearing completion and delivery is expected by
October 1st.  The public should feel well-protected by the
Borough’s Volunteer Fire Department.

Councilman Villano - stated that during the last week of the
Borough’s summer camp program, police officers representing
different divisions of the department offered a variety of
activities and demonstrations to the campers, ages 9-13.  The
police youth camp has become a regular and popular part of the 
summer camp.  He thanked Police Officers Vincent Buda, Mark
Finocchiaro, Andrea Krautheim, Louis Yocovelli and Ray Flynn for
their efforts.  

He mentioned that the Borough Generals, the Borough’s
softball team, finished the regular season with 13 wins and 1
loss.  The Generals won their first playoff game two Sundays ago,
and play a semifinal game this Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in
Constitution Park.

Councilman Sargenti - had no report tonight.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - offered her congratulations to Deputy
Chief Jack Reuter.

She announced that the Fort Lee Library in September will be
showcasing artwork from members of “Salute to Women in the Arts”.
The theme will be “bridges” of all types, whether they are
physical structures, emotional ties, or physiological
attachments.

Councilman Cervieri - stated that this afternoon the Mayor and
Council approved a new program, a twist on the adopt-a-highway
program.  He told the public to look for an improvement to the
triangle area at the intersection of Lemoine and Palisade Avenue.
This should be the first of many other improvements to come.

He offered congratulations to Jack Reuter and his family,
along with the residents of the Borough, on such a fine selection
as Deputy Police Chief.  With the selection of the Chief and
Public Safety Director, the Borough has the right people in
place.

He wished everyone a safe and happy Labor Day.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker      Subject Response

Assemblywoman Joan Voss  .Congratulated Deputy
520 Main St.               Chief Reuter
                         .Property Taxes/Extraordinary  Mr. Alter
                           Aid/Homeland Security Grant
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Speaker                  Subject                        Response

Nina Levinson            .Little Miss America Pageant   Mr. Pohan
1560 West Street         

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Villano,
and carried at 8:19 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



SPECIAL MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

        Wednesday, August 4, 2004 @ 2:00 p.m.

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,      
 Villano, Kasofsky

ABSENT:  Council Members Sargenti, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator,
         Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
         J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

All members of this body have been advised both orally and 
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time,
place and proposed agenda hereof.

On July 28, 2004 a written notice of the time, place and
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, N.J.

On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the
Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have
requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2004.

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Sokolich spoke to the very sad death of Salvatore
Barila who passed away on August 3rd.  Sal was only thirty-two
years old.  He had construction and landscaping businesses in
Fort Lee and did a lot for the Borough.  He was a lovable, honest
and well-liked young man.  He was also a member of Fire Company
#3 on Main Street, who at one point reached the level of
lieutenant.  He leaves behind three young children, Felice,
Salvatore Jr and Vincent, along with his wife Marie.  He asked
for a moment of silence in his memory.

Mayor Alter asked that a moment of silence be observed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 22, 2004
Executive Session were approved.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 22, 2004
Regular Meeting were approved.

PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance #2004-29 - Discussion and Consideration for Ordinance
Adopting Redevelopment Plan for an “Area in Need of
Redevelopment” - Area 5

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
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Ord. #2004-29 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT A REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 AND TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP TO
DELINEATE REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5.”

Mayor Alter asked that the Planning Board and Board of
Adjustment Chairmen speak to the proposed ordinance.  He added
that the Planning Board has recommended adoption of the
ordinance.

Herbert Greenberg, Planning Board Chairman, stated that a
couple of years ago the Hemlsey property was zoned as a PUD,
which allowed thirty story apartment houses and high-rise office
buildings.  The Mayor and Council had a plan that came before the
Planning Board which requested that the area be declared an area
in need of redevelopment.  The Planning Board approved the
redevelopment area plan which has low-rise residential, a
nineteen-story hotel, retail space and two low-rise office
buildings, which the Planning Board felt would be more beneficial
to the Borough.  The entire proposal will have to come before the
Planning Board where there will be a public hearing before
anything is approved.  

Mayor Alter pointed out that the Borough has a number of
experts available to answer questions that the public may raise. 
The experts include Henry Ney, engineer and traffic expert for
Schoor DePalma, Paul Phillips, Borough Planner and Ray Levy,
Director of Economic Development.

Harvey Sohmer, Board of Adjustment, stated that this plan is
a good plan that is something the town has been waiting for.  It
has been downgraded from the original plan.  The traffic patterns
will take effect by themselves.  It seems to be a good fix.  He
is waiting to see if anything will spill over from the Planning
Board to the Board of Adjustment.  He believes that this is a
very good plan for the Borough.

Mayor Alter explained that twenty years ago the Board of
Adjustment gave approval to develop the property.  In a case
before the Supreme Court of New Jersey, the Court said that the
Board of Adjustment did not have the broad zoning capability
which the Board of Adjustment had used to approve the project. 
The project was never built because by the time the decision was
rendered, the market had turned around.  The decision that was
rendered years ago recognizes that the Mayor and Council and not
the Zoning Board are the only ones able to change zoning.  The
hearing this afternoon is only for the zoning changes, not for
the approval of the project.  Only the template that the
developer can use to build is before the Mayor and Council.

Mr. Cohen reiterated that today’s hearing is for a general
plan.  It is not for approval of individual buildings and garages
or parking spaces or for anything else.  The actual plan will be
voted on sometime in the future.  Questions should be directed to
the general plan.

Noel Albert, 420 Fairview Avenue, President of 1170
Apartment Corporation and Planning Board member, said that the
property is an eyesore.  Enhancing the aesthetics of Fort Lee,
the ideal of having a town center and the additional tax revenue
are all reasons that he is in favor of the proposed ordinance for
the Borough and for his cooperative residents.

Terry Russo Weissberg, 2200 North Central Road, asked why
the property cannot be green.  She stated that Fort Lee is
overbuilt.  The pollution is terrible in town and the project
will just bring more people and cars.  Traffic is bad enough
already.
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Mayor Alter replied that the property is going to be
purchased for $50,000,000.  If the Borough bought the property
taxes would be raised by about 25%.  The property cannot be
declared a park.  The Borough would have to buy the property and
pay for it.  It could not be an exclusive park.  The Supreme
Court of New Jersey has stated that all parks are open to
everyone.  He believes for the reasons he stated that making it a
park only does not makes a whole lot of sense.

Lynda Sussman, 900 Palisade Avenue, asked what mechanism she
has to be able to stop the project from becoming mammoth.  She
said that the property is an eyesore but believes that the
project should be smaller than she understands that it is going
to be.

Mr. Levy replied that the zoning being approved today is for
five and six-story buildings.  The original zoning approved was
for twenty-six and thirty-six story buildings, along with
thirteen and seven-story buildings.  There was no retail with the
old zoning.  The goal that was conceived was for the town to have 
a town center.   The new zoning reduced the overall height of
what was going to be allowed.  There is a hotel that the town
feels will be an icon for the town.  The hotel would sit at the
corner of Lemoine Avenue and Bridge Plaza South.  A fourteen
story apartment is needed so that the project is economically
viable for the developer.  There will be about 150 to 200 units
in the fourteen story building.  

Ms. Sussman responded that the retail segment is needed, but
she objected to the two high-rise buildings.  

Mr. Phillips stated that the old PUD zoning which dates back
to the mid 1980's was basically put in place for isolated
development on either side of what is now Martha Washington Way.
A vibrant mix of uses is what is being created now within the
downtown area.  Extending and strengthening Main Street and the
retail commercial district is one of the goals of the project.  A
mix of uses would help within the standpoint of traffic and
parking.  They would not share the same peak hours when cars
would be using the new development.  To create a first-class
hotel the height requirements had to be raised.  The hotel would
sit away from existing residential areas to have the least
impact.  The bulk of the residential is being kept at a lower
height to fit in with what exists on Lemoine Avenue and Main
Street already.  

John Viola, Linwood Park, stated that he has lived in Fort
Lee the last forty years, and also represents about 700 union
members.  He is in favor of the project for a lot of reasons.  He
believes it is an opportunity for local kids to work under a
union and work in their own town and make good money.  It would
help the kids and the union.

Bernard Solomon, Fort Lee Condo & Cooperative Association
(FLCCA) Executive Director, stated that FLCCA applauds the
efforts of the Borough’s elected and appointed officials who have
been attempting to create a viable use for the Helmsley property. 
He is hopeful that their efforts will open a dialogue so that a
viable use is found for the space.  FLCCA has submitted a letter
to the Mayor and Council listing their concerns for the project
and the use of the property.  Included in the letter was a
recommendation for a different use of the property.  He believes
that the proposed use will be detrimental to the citizens of Fort
Lee.  He is concerned that significant traffic will be added.  He
added that taxes the Borough will receive from the project are
being overstated.  It does not take into account the cost of
Borough services to support the  development.  If the current
proposal is to proceed, he asked if time frames can be given so
everyone can know when each phase for the project will commence 
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and end.

Gabriel Nelson, 800 Palisade Avenue, said that on a bad day
on the Cross Bronx Expressway she cannot get out of her garage to
get to Columbia Avenue so that she can go to work in Teterboro. 
She is concerned about the traffic and believes that the project
should be downsized.

Mr. Levy replied that the project has been under
consideration for over a year.  In that year the most reviewed
and looked at aspect of the project has been traffic.  It is why
the Borough had hired a traffic expert and traffic engineer to
model the traffic out.  There has been 30 million in financing
secured to do a major roadway widening and improvement program.

Henry Ney of Schoor DePalma stated that in order to relieve
traffic burdens that will be added by the complex, traffic
signals will have to be synchronized to work together.  He
started studying the traffic issue two years ago and worked the
last six months on a computer generated traffic model.  The
traffic relief plan also calls for the widening of roadways, and
the addition of access roads to the bridge.

Tom Meyers, 1450 Palisade Avenue, stated that his family
roots go back to the 1800's in Fort Lee.  When he was born there
were no high-rises in the Borough.  His perspective might be
different than that of people who live in high-rises now.  He
said that the Borough is at the crossroads whether it is going to
survive as a vibrant community or if it is going to die as a
backwater.  One of the best things that the Borough has done
through the Office of Economic Development has been to encourage
businesses to come to Fort Lee.  Borders is an excellent book
store in the center of town that is open to 11:00 p.m.  Borders
management has told him that they cannot survive on their own. 
If development does not occur soon on the Helmsley property,
Borders is going to fade and wither.  He spoke to FLCCA’s
comments in the Bergen News to the effect that Fort Lee does not
have enough of a demographic to sustain retail stores.  He
totally disagrees with FLCCA’s viewpoints indicated in the
article.  There is no movie theater in Fort Lee, and the Borough
is the birthplace of the motion picture industry.  He thought
that is a disgrace.  He spoke to Hoboken, Weehawken and
Englewood’s town retail centers.  He does not understand why just
because the Borough is at the foot of the George Washington
Bridge (GWB) that the Borough cannot develop property.  Every day
stores are closing on Main Street.  The Borough needs to bring in
decent retail establishments, a night life and ratables.   He
closed by saying this government has provided a lot of park land
along with the Palisades Interstate Parkway.  The traffic issue
is important, but it is being dealt with.  Traffic issues have
not stopped Hoboken and Weehawken from being developed, and it
should not stop Fort Lee.

Marvin Rothenberg, 1500 Palisade Avenue, Secretary/Treasurer
of FLCAA, spoke to an article that was printed in the Bergen News
and that was sent to the Mayor and Council which indicated Fort
Lee does not have the quality of population in the income levels
or age brackets to sustain the galaxy of specialty stores
envisioned in press releases.  He spoke to Mr. Levy’s response to
his letter.  Mr. Rothenberg spoke to Fort Lee’s aging population
and other Bergen County towns’ population that have a smaller
portion of people below the poverty level than Fort Lee has. 
Preliminary analysis of the Borough’s census indicates that Fort
Lee’s population is older than that of most Bergen County
municipalities.  He spoke to his qualifications as an advisor to
the Census Bureau.  He was also employed by a major department
store organization, and other private organizations as a
consultant to major shopping centers.  He believes that if Fort 
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Lee had the proper demographics developers would have years ago
made attempts to build on the property.  He added that the
ratables the Borough will receive will not be nearly as high as
Mr. Levy indicated in his response.  He spoke to the assessment
of City Place in Edgewater.  FLCCA does not believe that 200 to
300 million in ratables can be added to the Borough’s ledgers
through this project.  He is looking for an objective analysis of
the project’s potential.  If it exists, it has not been shared
with his group.  FLCCA would like to see a viable development and
information shared with the public.

Mr. Levy responded that there is a need for retail space and
that the developer wants to build it.  It is the developer’s
money that is at risk.  The developer has built retail and
residential units throughout the State.  The developer has
decided that retail will work in Fort Lee.  The developer with a
substantial expertise is putting up his money where his mouth is. 
When the developer does come in to build, he will be compelled
through a developers agreement to do that which he says he will
do.  By creating an area in need of redevelopment, it gives the
Borough more power than if one person bought a parcel of land. 
He cannot predict the future.  This is the best plan that the
Borough has in front of it.  It has taken thirty years to get to
this point.  The people of Fort Lee cannot wait another thirty
years.  All the experts are in agreement that this is the best
plan.

Edward Thomas, 8 Third Street, Englewood Cliffs, spoke to
his history of the cost of property he owned in Fort Lee over the
years.  He spoke to the article in the “Record” that outlined the
project and the improvements that would be done.  He spoke to the
floor area ratio and parking and believes that zoning should be
in place that is properly defined, and that is best for the good
of Fort Lee.

Mayor Alter said that Dennis Oury is the Borough’s special
projects attorney.  Mr. Oury has been shepherding the project. 
Mayor Alter explained what an area in need of redevelopment
means.  He stated that it ultimately means the Borough will
decide who the developer is and that the plan is in the best
interests of the Borough.  He hopes that the Borough is on a
fast-track, where the purchase of the property has to be
completed by September.  

Leon Weinstock, 1530 Palisade Avenue, stated that he is on
the executive committee of FLCCA.  He asked if the east side of
the project, which includes residential units and parking areas,
will be developed first.  He asked if the Borough can support
another 200,000 square feet of office space.  In his Internet
review only one office building is fully rented.  He wanted to
know how the huge Xanadu project which calls for luxury hotels in 
the Meadowlands would affect this project.

Mr. Oury said that the developers agreement that he will be
preparing will require the retail and residential portions of the
project to be developed simultaneously.  

Mr. Phillips added that the developer will have to deal with
the vagaries of the marketplace.  The Borough has set up a range
of floor area ratios so that there is no specific amount of
office space.  The goal is to have a mixed use project with some
retail, office, hotel and residential units.  A concept plan may
show 200,000 square feet, but the redevelopment plan is broad
based.

Mr. Levy said he has had discussions with the Mills
Corporation CEO with regard to the Xanadu project.  Their market
reach and overall objective is completely different that what the
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Borough is looking for.  The developer is taking the risk.  The
Borough wants to make sure that the development does not
adversely impact Fort Lee.  Compared to other developers this
plan is a better plan for the Borough.  The developer has done
his own market study.  No bank or financial institution is going
to finance this project, unless it is satisfied that it can be
built and will be successful.   

Mr. Weinstock said that the community is depending on Mr.
Levy to make this project work.  He does not want this project to
ultimately be River Road north. 

Bert Lief, 1600 Parker Avenue, commented on the decision
making process.  There have been two organizations appearing
during these initial public hearings.  He believes that
eventually there will be many more organizations appearing.  He
wants to know if the organizations themselves reflect the
opinions of the people they are speaking for and if their
memberships have been polled.

Michael Feiler, 2431 Second Street, and owner of 179 Main
Street, said that his opinions are his and he is not representing
the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce.  His opinion is that
the project would be the shot in the arm the Borough needs.  He
feels that the planned mixed use of zoning is perfect, the way
the town used to be.  In surveys done, Fort Lee has every kind of
store, but it is spread out throughout the entire town.  The town
is not set up like Cliffside Park, Englewood or Ridgewood.  There
are viable businesses that have been in Fort Lee for a long time.
He believes that this project would get people to walk Main
Street again.  His main concern is for his own store.  He is one
of four properties not owned by the Helmsley people.  He would
like to maintain his building and have the back of the store to
have access to his tenants and for parking for employees for
deliveries.  He has spent a lot of money to preserve his property
rights that his parents bought back in 1956.  He has no intention
to fight the project.  

Hiram Rosas, 217 Riverdale Drive, stated that he supports
the project.  The Borough has to be able to compete with what
neighboring community Edgewater has.

Steve Monetti, Parking Authority Executive Director,
complimented the governing body and Borough officials who have
been involved with the project.  He spoke about new parking and
walkways that will be added with the project.  He believes that
Mr. Ney has done a good job in developing new traffic patterns
that would be implemented if the project goes through.  He
believes that the project is a positive shot in the arm for the
Borough and its residents.

Max Lazarus, 555 North Avenue, stated that he is not in
favor of the project.  He spoke about traffic impacts, and he
expressed his view that the traffic expert did not do adequate
research while preparing his computer model.  He wants the Mayor
and Council to listen to the community.

Joseph D’Alessio, 2136 South Street, former Planning Board
and Board of Adjustment member, questioned the impact of having
600 new families and how it would be a burden on the school
system.  He did not believe the project was economically
feasible.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that there is no
direct access to and from New York City.  She does not believe
that the development will reduces taxes for the residents.  She
also spoke to the pending parking garages and believes that
traffic problems related to the project have not been thought 
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out.

Ernest Elson, 555 North Avenue, stated that he is puzzled by
the zoning regulations before a project is viable.  The zoning
presumes that the project will go forward.  

Mr. Oury replied that the developer believes it is a viable
project.  The developer has spent an enormous amount of money
already.  Under the law, a zoning ordinance must be in place for
what the project is going to be.  There will be hearings in front
of the Planning Board when plans are produced.  This is a first
step that is required to be taken.

Mr. Elson spoke to traffic, and suggested that the Port
Authority and Bergen County be asked for their opinions about the
project regarding traffic. 

Mr. Oury responded that Mr. Ney’s traffic plans have in fact
been looked over by the Port Authority and Bergen County.  Mr.
Oury said that he works closely with the County in another
position and he knows for sure that the plans have been developed
in concert with Bergen County.  He spoke to the outside funding
that the Borough will be receiving for the roadway improvements
for the project.  The traffic plans have to be coordinated with
the Port Authority and Bergen County.  The next step in the
process is for the applicant to come up with a site plan in front
of the Planning Board, and all of the issues that everyone has
brought up today will be discussed at length in a forum that
would also include Port Authority and Bergen County officials.

Doug Sugarman, 2100 Linwood Avenue, Vice President of the
Board of Directors of Mediterranean, said that he has lived in
his apartment at Med North for the last thirty-one years.  He
spoke to the development history of the site.  He said that the
Borough has not been collecting its fair share of taxes on the
site because it has remained undeveloped.  He is not in favor of
a roadway going through the municipal parking lot, but he said
that issue can be addressed.  He does not believe the Port
Authority will do anything with regard to the project.  This is a
viable piece of property that should be developed reasonably with
input from the town officials and the residents of the Borough. 
He feels that the project should be developed and that this is a
first step of a progression of what needs to occur to develop the
property.

Claire Allison, 1538 River Road, Edgewater, spoke to
pedestrian traffic.  She wanted to know if Central Road could be
turned into Central Park West.  She wants the project to be
developed as a park.  She asked if a referendum could be placed
on the ballot to get everyone’s input. 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan.

Mr. Villano stated that Thomas Wolfe said that “you cannot
go home again”, but he is trying to.  Being born in 1938 and
raised on the Helmsley property, this is an emotional issue.  He
spoke to the people who lived there.  It was a self-contained
neighborhood when he was growing up where his family could get
anything they needed to.  What he is looking for so that he can
go home again is for the property to be a self-contained
neighborhood.  It will become a place where people can walk, talk
and have a good time with each other.  There will be cafes,
restaurants and entertainment.  It is a mixed usage.  It looks
like a great plan and hopefully it will get done.  There are no
guarantees.  It is not only since 1972 that the area has not been
developed.  The houses were begun to be taken by developers as 
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early as 1954.  Every time that he saw a house move or be
destroyed, he cried a little bit.  He closed by saying it is time 
for the property to be built.

Mr. Pohan stated that he wants the concerned to feel
comfortable that the stand he is taking is the proper stand for
the town.  He does not go back as long as Mr. Villano does.  He
grew up in Edgewater when they had 4,000 people and Fort Lee had
12,000 people.  Everyone from Edgewater came to Fort Lee to go to
the movies, bakery and Atlas 5&10 cent store.  That was in the
1950's.  Today, if he wants to go to the movies or buy clothes he
goes to Edgewater.  If he wants to go to a downtown area, he does
not go to Fort Lee as there is no real downtown area.  A town of
40,000 people cannot be called a woody suburb any more.  Fort Lee
has no real retail development.  It has some good restaurants,
but not enough of them and it is lacking a critical mass to
create a viable retail community.  He added that his life is
better because of the Borders book store.  He is concerned that
because there is no critical mass in town, a Borders may not
survive.  This development affords the Borough to be a complete
community, which is something the Borough is not at the present
time.  Nothing can be done without a price.  He cannot say that
traffic will be improved because of the development, but the
traffic in the town will not be significantly negatively impacted
with the new development.  The Borough can do nothing when there
is an accident on the Cross Bronx Expressway.  Retail stores will
not flood people on the road during morning rush hour traffic. 
There will be some residential traffic which will have some
impact.  These are trade-offs so that the town can become a
complete community.  Ultimately, the market will dictate what
gets built or does not get built, but without a zoning template,
it is impossible for any developer to get the financing needed. 
The Borough is being proactive to make a viable center in the
town so the Borough does not become a little box so people have
to go elsewhere to live a complete life in the community.

Mr. Sokolich stated that when he accepted his nomination as
a council person in April of this year, one of the most important
things before him was the Helmsley property.  As a lifelong
resident of the town, he concurs with Messrs. Pohan and Villano
that this town needs a center or hub.  Edgewater has done it. 
Cliffside Park is about to embark on an redevelopment initiative
on Anderson Avenue.  Things become dated, old and obsolete when
something new is not being done.  He sees passionate pleas for
both sides of the issue.  He finds it to be intolerable when
someone gets into a bumper to bumper accident on the other side
of the GWB and the Borough gets shut down; however, that type of
incident is not going to stop the Borough from taking a positive
initiative in the community.  He is proud of the team that the
Borough has established for the purpose of overseeing and
supervising on a day-to-day basis.  The amount of time the
professionals have put in on this project is incomprehensible. 
He feels very protected as a resident of the Borough and feels
that their efforts should be applauded.  He is excited about the
project.  He does not want the public to lose site of the fact
that today’s public hearing is just one part of the process.  He
is supportive of the ordinance and the project.

Ms. Kasofsky said that one thing residents spoke to her
about when she was campaigning three years ago, is what is
happening to Main Street.  Three years later she hears the same
issues and it is only worse.  She is very proud of the group of
professionals the Borough has put together.   Everyone is working
hard.  Traffic is an issue, but everyone is thinking very
progressively and looking forward to the project to work out all
the details including traffic.

Mayor Alter stated that some of the issues are predictable.
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Today is a very important day in the life of the community.  He
has heard truths and untruths.  This is the first step.  There 
are more steps coming up.  A lot of work has gone into this.  The
Borough wishes the developer well, but it is important to realize
that the Borough is not the developer of the property.  The
Borough sets the template for what the developer can provide.  It
is up to the developer to bring the plan to the Planning Board
and the Planning Board will look at it and decide if it is in the
interest of Fort Lee.  The people on the Planning Board are a
very illustrious group.  They are well prepared to represent the
community.  They are volunteers and have many of the same
concerns that were stated today.  They will do their job well. 
The town will do its part to see that after over thirty years
that in fact this property is finally developed.  There was a
plan to develop the property over twenty years ago.  It died in
the courts on a technicality.  According to the courts today,
only the governing body can change zoning. 

There being no further comment the Ordinance was adopted on
the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky

There being no further discussion, the special meeting was
adjourned on motion by Councilman Sokolich, seconded by
Councilwoman Kasofsky at 4:10 p.m.

The meeting was reopened on motion by Councilman Pohan,
seconded by Councilman Sokolich at 4:11 p.m.

It was noted that when Ordinance #2004-29 was adopted, there
was no motion to adopt.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sokolich, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky 

There being no further discussion, the special meeting was
adjourned on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sokolich and carried at 4:12 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                              Thursday, July 22, 2004 @ 8:30 p.m.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Kasofsky, Cervieri

ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

On July 14, 2004 a written notice of the change in time for
this meeting was posted at the Municipal Building, 309 Main
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to
the Record, Jersey Journal and Time Warner Cable and a copy was
filed with the Borough Clerk.

On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have
requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed
for the year 2004.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter stated that there were a number of police
promotions done earlier this evening at the Fort Lee High School.
Bernard Hart was made Public Safety Director, Jack Reuter was
promoted to Deputy Police Chief and Thomas Ripoli was promoted to
the Police Chief.  He opined that Fort Lee is in very good hands.
The Borough has done its best to see that this community is as
secure and as well protected as it can be.

Mr. Sokolich announced that the Fort Lee National Little
League baseball all-star team won the district championship. 
They competed amongst the best all-star teams in Bergen County. 
He believed it was the first time that the Borough has had a
baseball team win a district championship.  The team was coached
by Jimmy Ross, Richard DeFillipis and Morris Ginsberg.  He
applauded their efforts along with the kids.  In the final game
the Fort Lee National League team defeated the Fort Lee American
League team.  He thanked the parents and coaches for all of their
efforts.  He would like to see everyone recognized a little more
formally at a future Mayor and Council meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Cervieri, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 29,
2004 Special Meeting were approved with Mayor Alter abstaining.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 1, 2004
Special Meeting were approved with Councilwoman Kasofsky
abstaining.
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-30 - Bond Ordinance for Various Capital
Improvements - $2,738,000

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-30 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,
PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH
OF FORT LEE AND APPROPRIATING $2,738,000 THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $2,601,100 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH
OF FORT LEE TO FINANCE THE SAME” was introduced and passed on
first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
August 19, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-31 - Bonding for Streetscaping Phase IIA,
Main Street to Linwood Avenue - $400,000

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-31 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY PROVIDING
FOR THE DOWNTOWN PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (PHASE IIA
STREETSCAPE PROJECT) AND APPROPRIATING $400,000 THEREFORE AND
PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCES OF $380,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE
BOROUGH TO FINANCE THE SAME” was introduced and passed on first
reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
August 19, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky,    
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-32 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 63, “Vehicles
& Traffic” - Lane Use Reservations

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-32 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 63, SCHEDULE
XVIII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
August 19, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky,    
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-33 - Amending Chapter 316 “Public Records”
Fees for Copies and Services

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, Ord. #2004-33 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 316, PUBLIC RECORDS, SECTION 316-1 FEES FOR COPIES AND
SERVICES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced
and passed on first reading.
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The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 19,
2004.

Ordinance #2004-34 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2002-14 for
White Collar Employees - Plumbing Sub-Code Official

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, Ord. #2004-34 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ORDINANCE #2002-14 ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE
COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES,” was introduced
and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, by title only and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
August 19, 2004.

Ordinance #2004-35 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2002-51 for
Department Heads - Delete Position of Deputy Emergency Management
Coordinator

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-35 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-51 AND ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND
WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEAD (SCHEDULE A)” was introduced and passed
on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
August 19, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-36 - Establishing a Salary Ordinance for the
Director of Public Safety

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-39 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
ESTABLISHING THE SALARY FOR THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY,” was
introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 19,
2004.

Ordinance #2004-37 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2002-50 -
Establishing Salary for the Chief of Police

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-37 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-50 AND PROVIDING THE SALARY FOR
THE CHIEF OF POLICE,” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
August 19, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri
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Ordinance #2004-38 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2002-50 -
Establishing Salary for the Deputy Chief of Police

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried, Ord. #2004-38 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-50 AND PROVIDING THE SALARY FOR
THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE,” was introduced and passed on first
reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
August 19, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-39 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 40, “Vehicles
and Traffic” Fee Schedule and Other Various Sections of the
Borough Code to Increase the Fines for Violations and Penalties
by $3.00

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Cervieri, and carried, Ord. #2004-39 entitled, “ORDINANCE
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 41 OF THE FORT
LEE CODE, ENTITLED “SURCHARGE FOR PARKING/TRAFFIC FINES,” AND
AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 40, CHAPTER 216, SECTION 6(35) AND
CHAPTER 289, SECTIONS 15B, AND 36I TO IMPLEMENT THE ADDITIONAL
FINE AUTHORIZED HEREBY,” was introduced and passed on first
reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 19,
2004.

Ordinance #2004-40 - Amending Chapter 324, Article II - Rent
Control Increase Calculations - Decrease From 5% to 4%

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sokolich, and carried, Ord. #2004-40 entitled, “AMENDING CHAPTER
324, ARTICLE II - RENT CONTROL INCREASE CALCULATIONS - DECREASE
FROM 5% TO 4%,” was introduced by title only.

Councilman Cervieri offered a motion, seconded by
Councilwoman Kasofsky to table the Ordinance.

The ordinance was tabled unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance #2004-29 - Discussion and Consideration for Ordinance
Adopting Redevelopment Plan for an “Area in Need of
Redevelopment” - Area 5

Mr. Grant stated that major technical amendments were made
to the ordinance.  The amendments have to be introduced, and the
ordinance including the new amendments to the redevelopment plan
will be scheduled with a new date for a public hearing.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano Ord. #2004-29 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT A
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 AND TO AMEND THE
ZONING MAP TO DELINEATE REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, was approved as
amended on the following roll call:
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AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky

ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri

Mr. Grant announced that the public hearing for the
amended ordinance will be held on Wednesday, August 4, 2004 at 
2:00 p.m in the Council Chambers.

2004 MUNICIPAL BUDGET RESOLUTIONS

R-A - Budget Amendment

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2004 was
introduced on the 26th day of February, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as
advertised; and

WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen that the following
amendment to the approved budget of 2004 be made:

ANTICIPATED REVENUES    From       To

3. Miscellaneous Revenues - Section B: State
    Aid Without Offsetting Appropriations
   
    Energy Receipts Tax                        $1,234,016.85     $1,338,331.00 
    Municipal Homeland Security Assistance              0.00        140,000.00
     Act          
    Extraordinary Aid                                   0.00        350,000.00

Total Section B: State Aid Without Offsetting   2,267,529.49      2,861,843.64
 Appropriation
 
Miscellaneous Revenues - Section F: Special
 Items of General Revenue With Consent of DOLGS
 Public and Private Revenues Offset With 
 Appropriations

Clean Communities                              $0.00          30,965.31
      Emergency Management Grant                      0.00           2,405.72
      Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund                  0.00          15,866.39

Total Section F: Special Items of General Revenue
 With Consent - Public and Private Revenues       274,184.69       323,422.11

Total Miscellaneous Revenues                    6,331,814.18     6,975,365.75
5. SUBTOTAL GENERAL REVENUES (Items 1,2,3,4)   10,181,814.18     10,825,365.75

6.  Amount to be Raised by Taxes for 
     Support of Municipal Budget  

    (A) Local Tax for Municipal Purpose        40,980,586.99     40,387,995.34
         Including Res. for Uncollected Taxes

TOTAL AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXES FOR         40,980,586.99     40,387,995.34
 SUPPORT OF MUNICIPAL BUDGET

7.  TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES (Items 5 and 6)     51,162,401.17     51,213,361.09

8.  (A) Operations Within “CAPS”

    Public Safety
     Police                                       474,700.00        481,175.00
      Other Expenses
     Uniform Construction Code Official           185,000.00              0.00
      Group Insurance for Employees 



Regular Meeting                                     July 22, 2004
                                                          Page #6
 
    TOTAL OPERATIONS (Item 8(A) 
     Within “CAPS”                             29,486,694.00     29,308,169.00

    TOTAL OPERATIONS INCLUDING 
     CONTINGENT WITHIN “CAPS”                  29,486,694.00     29,308,169.00

    Detail:
      Other Expenses Including Contingent       8,433,316.00      8,254,791.00
     
    (H-1) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS
           FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES
           WITHIN “CAPS”                       30,564,817.48     30,386,292.48

8.  (A) Operation - Excluded from “CAPS”
        Group Insurance for Employees - UCC             0.00        185,000.00 
        
      Total Other Operations Excluded from     11,338,353.00     11,523,353.00
       “CAPS”  
                                 
      Public and Private Programs Offset 
       by Revenues
        Clean Communities Act                           0.00         30,965.31
        Emergency Management Grant                      0.00          2,405.72
        Drunk Driving Enforcement Act                   0.00         15,866.39
        Municipal Alliance - Local Share           12,500.00          6,025.00

     Total Public and Private Programs Offset     314,869.69        357,632.11
      by Revenues                               
   
     TOTAL OPERATIONS - EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”

      Detail:                                  10,763,593.69     10,991,356.11
       Other Expenses

8.  (D) Municipal Debt Service - Excluded
         from “CAPS”
 

Environmental Trust
       Interest                                   159,990.00        161,712.50

     TOTAL MUNICIPAL DEBT SERVICE EXCLUDED      6,837,465.00      6,839,187.50
      FROM “CAPS”                          

     (H-2) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR    18,747,583.69     18,977,068.61
      MUNICIPAL PURPOSES EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”  

     (O) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS          18,747,583.59     18,977,068.61 
      EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”           

     (L) SUBTOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS       49,312,401.17     49,363,361.09

9.   TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS              51,162,401.17     51,213,361.09

BE IT RESOLVED that three certified copies of this
resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of
Local Government Services for his certification of the 2004 Local
Municipal Budget.

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the Amended Budget hereto and
hereby made a part hereof is a true copy of the Amended Budget 
approved by resolution of the Governing Body on the 22nd day of
July, 2004.

The Resolution to amend the budget was approved on the
following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

R-1A - Adoption of Municipal Budget

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman seconded, the
following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee of the County of Bergen that the budget herein before 
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set forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation 
for the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as
appropriations, and authorization of the amount of $51,213,361.09
for municipal purposes, and

(a) $40,387,995.34 (Item 2 below) for municipal purposes, and

(b)          $0.00 (Item 3 below) for school purposes in Type I
School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18A:9-2) to be raised by
taxation, and

{C}                (Item 4 below) to be added to the certificate
of amount to be raised by taxation for local school purposes in
Type II School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18:9-3) and the
certification to the County Board of Taxation of the following
summary of general revenues and appropriations.

SUMMARY OF REVENUES

1. General Revenues
    Surplus Anticipated                       08-100   $2,900,000.00
    Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated       40004-10          6,975,365.75
    Receipts from Delinquent Taxes            15-499             950,000.00

2. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR
    MUNICIPAL PURPOSES (Item 6(a), Sheet 11)  07-190          40,387,995.34

3. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR
    SCHOOLS IN TYPE 1 SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY
    Item 6, Sheet 42                          07-195
    Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14    07-191

    Total Amount to be Raised by Taxation for
     Schools in Type I School Districts Only                  40,387,995.34

4. To Be Added TO THE CERTIFICATE FOR AMOUNT 
    TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR SCHOOLS IN
    TYPE II SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY:

     Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14)  07-195
     Total Revenues                          40000-10        $51,213,361.09

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS

5. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS:
      Within “CAPS”

       (a&b) Operations Including Contingent                 $29,308,169.00
       (e)  Deferred Charges and Statutory 
             Expenditures - Municipal                          1,078,123.48
        
   Excluded from “CAPS”

       (a) Operations - Total Operations Excluded
            from “CAPS”                                       11,933,881.11
       {c} Capital Improvements                                  100,000.00
       (d) Municipal Debt Service                              6,839,187.50
       (e) Deferred Charges - Municipal                          104,000.00
       (m) Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 
            (Include Other Reserves if any)                    1,850,000.00

Total General Appropriations                                 $51,213,361.09

The Resolution to adopt the 2004 municipal budget was
approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky,    
            Cervieri

It is hereby certified that the within budget is a true copy
of the budget finally adopted by resolution of the Governing Body
on the 22nd Day of July 2004.  It is further certified that each 
item of revenue and appropriation is set forth in the same amount 
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and by the same title as appeared in the 2003 approved budget and
all amendments thereto, if any, which have been previously
approved by the Director of Local Government Services.

Certified by me on this 22nd day of July, 2004
Neil Grant, Borough Clerk

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-19.

CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                                $3,984,078.74
Capital                                        1,315,555.45
Trust (Accutrack)                                 18,819.28
Trust (Old)                                             n/a
Police Activity Account                            3,702.93
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,286.00  
Senior Citizen Computer Account                         n/a
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a
Centennial Fund                                         n/a
Wedding Fees                                            n/a
Trip Admissions                                    7,157.02
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a
Construction Fees                                       n/a
Special Dog Account                                  230.00
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                          n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                              30.00
Redemption Account                                 1,931.11

CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Applications for Steven
Fisler for Fire Co. #2, Patrick Kellett for Fire Co. #3 and
Jr. Auxiliary Applications for Justin Smith for Fire Co. #2
and Peter Tjionas for Fire Co. #4

The auxiliary and jr. auxiliary firefighter applications for
the Steven Fisler, Patrick Kellett, Justin Smith and Tjionas 
were approved.

CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Peter Hammer as a Plumbing Sub-Code
Official for the Building Department - $36,000 Annually

WHEREAS, Peter Hammer was hired as a part-time Plumbing Sub-
Code Official with the Building Inspector’s Office on July 24,
2003; and

WHEREAS, his services are now required on a more frequent
basis due to the exorbitant number of inspections that the
Building Department needed conducted,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Peter Hammer be appointed to the
position of Plumbing Sub-Code Official in the Building
Inspector’s Office, with an effective date of July 22, 2004; and
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     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the terms of said position shall
be as follows:

1. Thirty (30) hours per week
2. Official is on call 24 hours, 7 days a week
3. To receive employee benefits

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of Personnel
and shall be at an annual salary of $36,000. 

CA-4 - Authorizing Three (3) Month Leave of Absence for Corey
Parker From the Communications Department

WHEREAS, Corey Parker, Police & Fire Signal Systems
Technician I, has submitted a letter dated July 15, 2004
requesting a three-month leave of absence from the Communications
- Radio Repair Department,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Corey Parker’s three-month leave of
absence is hereby approved, commencing from August 2, 2004.

CA-5 - Authorizing Various Appointments to the Emergency
Management Council, as Required by the New Jersey State Office of
Emergency Management

     BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that in furtherance of the Borough’s continuing policy
to reorganize and upgrade its emergency services, to streamline
the operations thereof and to promote efficient interdepartmental
cooperation, the following appointments to the Emergency
Management Council as required by the New Jersey State Office of
Emergency Management are hereby confirmed as recommended by the
Emergency Management Coordinator.

Jack Alter Mayor
Bernard Hart 1st Deputy Coordinator
Michael DeGidio 2nd Deputy Coordinator
John J. Reuter 3rd Deputy Coordinator
Corey Parker 4th Deputy Coordinator
Steven Ferraro 5th Deputy Coordinator
Peggy Thomas 6th Deputy Coordinator
Joseph Licata 7th Deputy Coordinator
Joseph Zevits                 8th Deputy Coordinator
Superintendent of Schools Superintendent of Schools
Steven Monetti Parking Authority

  Transportation
Erik Swanson Building Department
Anthony Lione Superintendent of Public Works
Jillian Raimondo Department of Social Services
Steven Wielkocz Health Department
Thomas Granquist Shelter Coordinator
Current President Chamber of Commerce
Ralph Molinia Port Authority of NY & NJ
James Carney Fire Sub-Code Official
Chief Ambulance Corps. Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance

 Corps.
Camille Milo Communications

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with the
recommendation of the Emergency Management Coordinator, 1st

Deputy Coordinator Bernard Hart shall be responsible for the day-
to-day administration and supervision of the office, staff and
volunteers of the Office of Emergency Management of the Borough
of Fort Lee.
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CA-6 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Computer Servers and
Digital Recorder for Cell Block and In-House Camera System for
the Police Department

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for: 

. Computer Servers for the Police Department
     . Recorder for Cell Block and In-House Camera System for the
        Police Department

CA-7 - Approving Change Order #1 for American Tennis Courts,
Inc., Baltimore, Maryland, for Painting and Applying Lines
on Both Sides of the Wall Located on the Practice Tennis
Court at the Recreation Center on Stillwell Avenue - $850.00

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that the following Change Order be approved:

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:     Refurbishing of Tennis Courts
and Resurfacing of Basketball

                                   Court at the Recreation Center
                                   on Stillwell Avenue 

CONTRACTOR:     American Tennis Courts, Inc.
                                   Baltimore Maryland
  
ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:           $280,000.00

COST OF CHANGE ORDER:             $    850.00

NEW CONTRACT SUM:         $280,850.00

CHANGE ORDER NUMBER:              #1

NATURE OF CHANGES:          Painting & Applying Playing     
                                   Lines on Both Sides of the 
                                   Wall Located on the Practice
                                   Tennis Court

CONTRACT #                        900156

CA-8 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for 2004-2005 for
Araxthos Inc, (Inactive License)

WHEREAS, on July 7, 2004 a Special Rulings was granted from
the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
to permit consideration of liquor license renewal for one (1)
plenary retail consumption license; and 

WHEREAS, the renewal application was filed in the Borough
Clerk's Office in a timely manner,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall
be renewed for the licensing year 2004-2005.

Liquor License # Licensee

0219-33-025-005     Araxthos Inc

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix
the corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto.
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CA-9 - Authorizing Acceptance of a $100,000 Community Development
Block Grant for the Expansion/Improvements to the Richard A. Nest
Senior Citizens’ Kitchen - $100,000

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County 
of Bergen for the purpose of using $100,000 in 2004 Community
Development Block Grant Funds for the Expansion/Improvements to
the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Kitchen, 319 Main Street, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the governing body hereby
authorizes Mayor Jack Alter to be a signatory to the aforesaid
grant agreement; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby
authorizes Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer, to sign all
County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid
project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council
recognizes that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for any funds
not spent in accordance with the Grant Agreement; and that
liability of the Mayor and Council is in accordance with HUD
requirements.

CA-10 - Approving Developers Agreement for Yi Di Wang & Lam Chun
Cheng for Property Located at 425 West Street, Block 5801,Lot 5

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of
Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Yi Di
Wang and Lam Chun Chen (collectively “Developer”) for property
located at Block 5801, Lot 5, commonly known as 425 West Street,
Fort Lee, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Resolution was conditioned upon the Developer
entering into a Developers Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee
and the posting of the necessary performance guarantees; and

WHEREAS, a Developers Agreement has been prepared by the
Borough Attorney; and

WHEREAS, such Developers Agreement has been executed by the
Developer and the necessary performance guarantees, cash deposits
and insurance certificate has been reviewed and approved by the
Borough Attorney,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and
are hereby authorized to execute the Developers Agreement with
the Developer.

CA-11 - Awarding Contract to Schoor DePalma, Manalapan, New
Jersey, to Provide Highway and Traffic Signal Design Services and
Environmental Services for the Improvements to Main Street and
Hudson Terrace - $599,800

     WHEREAS, there exists a need for engineering services in
connection with the improvements to Main Street and Hudson
Terrace in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of
New Jersey (hereinafter “the Borough”); and
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     WHEREAS, a proposal has been received from Schoor DePalma
Engineers & Consultants to provide the necessary highway and
traffic signal design services and environmental services for the
improvements to Main Street and Hudson Terrace; and 

     WHEREAS, funds are or will be available for this purpose;
and

     WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1
et seq., requires that notice with respect to contracts for
professional services awarded without competitive bids must be
publicly advertised,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, as follows:

     1.  The engineering firm of Schoor DePalma, having its
principal offices at the Justin Corporate Center, 200 State
Highway 9, Manalapan, New Jersey, is hereby retained to provide
highway and traffic signal design services and environmental
services for the improvements to Main Street and Hudson Terrace
in accordance with their proposal of August 29, 2003, for the
total lump sum fee of $499,800.00, plus an estimated cost for
reimbursable expenses of $100,000.00 for a total estimated fee of
$599,800.00, the said fee proposal of August 29, 2003, to be
incorporated into a contract in a form approved by counsel for
the provision of these services, (hereinafter “the Contract”).

     2.  The Contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a
professional service in accordance with the Local Public
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) because it is for service
performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized
profession.

     3.  A copy of this Resolution as well as the Contract shall
be placed on file with the Clerk of the Borough.

     4.  A notice in accordance with the Local Public Contracts
Law of New Jersey in the form attached hereto shall be published
in the official newspaper of the Borough of Fort Lee.

CA-12 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering to
Provide Engineering Services to Perform a Structural Assessment
of Borough Hall Including a Geotechnical Evaluation and
Report - Fee Not to Exceed $46,500

     WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering was awarded a contract
by the Borough of Fort Lee in 2004 to serve as Borough Engineer;
and

     WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain Boswell McClave
Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue, South Hackensack, New Jersey
07606, for additional services to perform a structural assessment
of Borough Hall; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to continue to engage the
services of an engineer in order to accomplish the above and the
following in 2004:

          a.  Verification of As-Built Conditions
          b.  Geotechnical Evaluation and Report
          c.  Engineering Evaluation and Report

     WHEREAS, that the aforesaid award of contract is a specific
exception to the public bidding laws as a professional service
contract, thereby dispensing with the necessity of public
bidding,
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     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Boswell McClave Engineering, be and
is hereby appointed and directed to undertake the items listed
above; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Boswell McClave Engineering
shall be paid a fee not to exceed forty thousand ($40,000)
dollars; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Boswell McClave Engineering
shall be paid a fee not to exceed six thousand five hundred
($6,500) dollars for coordination services related to the
geotechnical evaluation and report; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award of this
contract is subject to and conditioned upon written certification
from the Chief Financial Officer of the current availability of
funds; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney be and he
is hereby authorized and directed to prepare, and the Mayor to
execute, an appropriate contract for the aforesaid purpose; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and
the contract shall be kept on record in the Borough Clerk’s
Office for public inspection, pursuant to law.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough shall advertise the
award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-13 - Awarding Contract to Pappas & Kavrakis Associates, Inc.,
Teteboro, New Jersey, for the Design and Upgrading of the Kitchen
at the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizen - $12,000

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
believe that it is necessary to upgrade the kitchen in the Fort
Lee Senior Center; and

WHEREAS, the appropriate contractor for professional food
equipment design and planning has been determined; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

1. Pappas & Kavrakis Associates, Inc. of 370 North Street,
Teterboro, New Jersey 07608 is awarded a contract to design the
kitchen upgrade of the Fort Lee Senior Center.

2. Pappas & Kavrakis Associates, Inc. shall provide
designs for all equipment including sealed architectural
blueprints with schematics for plumbing and electrical equipments
for the Fort Lee Senior Center.

3.  Pappas & Kavrakis Associates, Inc. shall provide these
kitchen design services for a fee of twelve thousand ($12,000)
dollars.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award of this
contract is subject to and conditioned upon written certification
from the Chief Financial Officer of the current availability of
funds; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney be and he
is hereby authorized and directed to prepare, and the Mayor to
execute, an appropriate contract for the aforesaid purpose; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and
the contract shall be kept on record in the Borough Clerk’s
Office for public inspection, pursuant to law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough shall advertise the
award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-14 - Awarding Bid to Security Structures, Inc., Basking Ridge,
New Jersey for the Construction of a Field House and
Infrastructure Improvement Including Site Work at Van Fleet Park
- $489,345.00

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
are desirous of contracting for the construction of a field house
at Van Fleet Park (“the Project”); and

     WHEREAS, the anticipated scope of the Project includes soil
erosion, site clearing, excavation, surveying, building
construction, landscaping and paving; and

     WHEREAS, on July 9, 2004, a single bid was received by the
Borough from Security Structures, Inc. for the Project with a bid
price of $489,345.00; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the
Project,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey as follows:

     1.  Security Structures, Inc. Of 125 Martinsville Road,      
         Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920 is the lowest compliant  
         bidder and is awarded the contract for the Project to    
         provide the above-described services in accordance with  
         the terms of the applicable bid documents and            
         specifications at a price not to exceed $489,345.00.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the Project under Bond
Ordinance #2002-17; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and
executed contract as signed by the Mayor and as attested to by
the Borough Clerk are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office.

CA-15 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local
Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, Traffic
Infrastructure Improvements - $1,000,000

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion
of any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality
when such item shall have been made available by law and the
amount thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the
Budget; and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an
item of appropriation for an equal amount; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $1,000,000 from
the County of Bergen, New Jersey and wishes to amend its 2004
Budget to include a portion of this amount as an item of revenue,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the
insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2004, 
in the sum of..........................................$1,000,000
which is now available as a revenue item from:
   Miscellaneous Revenues
     Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior
     Written Consent of the Director of Local Government 
     Services:
       Capital Improvements - Traffic Infrastructure Improvements 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of .......$1,000,000
be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption:

General Appropriations:
        (a) Operations excluded from CAPS
              County Programs Offset by Revenues
               Capital Improvements - Traffic Infrastructure      
           Improvements 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby
directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the
Director of Local Government Services.

CA-16 - Adopting Rules and Regulations for Class One Special
Police Officers of the Borough of Fort Lee

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
may hire Class One Special Law Enforcement Officers to assist the
Fort Lee Police Department pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:14-146.10; and

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
believe it is in the best interest of the Fort Lee Police
Department to adopt rules and regulations for Class One Special
Police Officers to guide and assist these officers in carrying
out the mission of the Police Department; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed these rules and
regulations and these rules and regulations comply with all
local, state, and federal laws and regulations,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

     1.  The Rules and Regulations for Class One Special Police   
         Officers of the Fort Lee Police Department are hereby
         adopted.

     2.  The Rules and Regulations for Class One Special Police   
         Officers may not be released to any non-Police           
         Department personnel without authorization from the      
         Borough.

     3.  A notice of this action shall be published in a          
         qualified newspaper in accordance with the requirements  
         of law.

CA-17 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New
Jersey for Period Covering April 1st - June 30, 2004  - $1,275.00

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be
authorized to draw a check from the Current Account, Fleet Bank
payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the amount of 
$1,275.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses for the
period covering April 1, 2004 through June 30, 2004 fees are to 
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be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of Human
Services.

M0-9000-22

CA-18 - Authorizing Rejection of Bids and Authorizing Rebid for
Improvements to the DPW at 540 Main Street

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
are desirous of contracting for Department of Public Works
improvements (“the Project”); and

     WHEREAS, the anticipated scope of the Project includes, soil
erosion, clearing of site, excavation, grading, a spread hanger
building, a salt storage building, fencing and landscaping; and

     WHEREAS, on July 9, 2004, three (3) bids were received for
the Project as follows:

Matina & Son, Inc. $1,115,000.00
Paragon Construction          $1,179,999.00
J. Fletcher Creamer & Son     $1,272,640.00

     WHEREAS, (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.21.a) allows for the rejection
of bids for various reasons; and

     WHEREAS, the estimated budget amount for this project was
approximately $1,000,000.00 and the lowest bid amount exceeded
the cost estimate for the goods or services by over $115,000, 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough does hereby reject all
the bids received in connection with the salt storage building
and other site improvements to the DPW at 540 Main Street; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Purchasing Consultant is
hereby authorized to rebid and re-advertise for this project.

CA-19 - Awarding Contract to Tim Haahs, Engineers, Architects,
Blue Bell, Pennsylvania, to Provide Parking Consulting Services
to Prepare a Parking Feasibility Study for Main Street and
Central Road

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
believe that it is necessary to provide additional parking along
Main Street; and

WHEREAS, Tim Haahs, Engineers - Architects, submitted a
proposal to prepare a parking feasibility study along Main Street
and Central Road to Raymond Levy, Economic Development Director
on July 21, 2004, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

1. Tim Haahs, Engineers - Architects, of 550 Township Line
Road, Suite 100, Blue Bell, Pennsylvania 19422 is awarded a
contract to develop a proposal to provide parking consulting
services for a parking feasibility study along Main Street and
Central Road.

2. Tim Haahs, Engineers - Architects, shall provide a
conceptual functional design for meeting the program requirements
of approximately 200 parking spaces along Main Street and Central
Road.
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3.   Tim Haahs, Engineers - Architects, shall provide these 
services for a fee of twelve thousand ($12,000) dollars plus
customary reimbursable expenses.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award of this
contract is subject to and conditioned upon written certification
from the Chief Financial Officer of the current availability of
funds; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney be and he
is hereby authorized and directed to prepare, and the Mayor to
execute, an appropriate contract for the aforesaid purpose; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and
the contract shall be kept on record in the Borough Clerk’s
Office for public inspection, pursuant to law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough shall advertise the
award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

Max Lazarus, 555 North Avenue, questioned whether there were
other candidates who could perform the work related to CA-11.

Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Alter, Cohen, Cervieri and Sokolich
responded.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to CA-9 and commented
about the overall expenses related to tonight’s consent agenda. 

Mayor Alter replied to Ms. Levinson’s comments.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-19) was approved
unanimously.

RESOLUTION

R-1 - Amending Temporary Capital Budget

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the
2004 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting
therein the following project,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee as follows:

Section 1.  The 2004 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule
to read as follows:

Temporary Capital Budget of the
Borough of Fort Lee
County of Bergen

Projects Scheduled for 2004
Method of Financing

                                      Capital
 Est.       Improvement    

Project      Costs          Fund           Bonds

Various Public        $2,738,000     $136,900        $2,601,100
 Improvements

Phase IIA Streetscape   $400,000      $20,000          $380,000
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Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this
project for 2004 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the
2004 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted. 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll
 call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

APPOINTMENT

A-1 - Emergency Management Coordinator

Mayor Alter announced to the public that he had appointed
Thomas Bernard, Jr. as Emergency Management Coordinator,
retroactive from July 8, 2004, for a three year term through July
7, 2007.

Mayor Alter added that with the appointments made tonight of
Public Safety Director, Police Chief, Deputy Chief of Police and
Emergency Management Coordinator, the governing body has done its
absolute best to have top people in all areas of responsibility
to maintain the public safety in Fort Lee.  Fire Chief Bernard is
an excellent addition to the team.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - had no report.

Councilman Sokolich - had no report.

Councilman Villano - had no report.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - had no report.

Councilman Cervieri - had no report.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No one from the public came up to speak during this portion
of the meeting.

Mr. Cervieri stated that on behalf of the Mayor and Council 
he would like to congratulate all the appointments tonight.  He
congratulated the people of Fort Lee and acknowledged his
colleagues and Borough Attorney for doing a fine job today.

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan,
and carried at 8:55 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



SPECIAL MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                               Thursday, July 22, 2004 @7:00 p.m.

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Fort Lee High School
Auditorium, 3000 Lemoine Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Kasaofsky, Cervieri

ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk

J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney

SPECIAL MEETING STATEMENT

All members of this body have been advised both orally and
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time,
place and proposed agenda hereof.

On July 14, 2004 a written notice of the time, place and
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to
the Record, Jersey Journal and Time Warner Cable and a copy was
filed with the Borough Clerk.

On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have
requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed
for the year 2004.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Alter stated he is proud of the Borough’s police and
other safety services.  Fort Lee is a well run town and safe as
it can be.  The retirement of former Police Chief Thomas Tessaro
set up a series of moves that are being culminated tonight.  He
said that after September 11, 2001, he looked at how things were
handled and he was proud of Fort Lee’s effort, even though he
thought there was no central command of surrounding Police, Fire
and Ambulance performance.  When Tom Tessaro retired he felt that
the Borough could move in a direction like it never had before. 
Jack Reuter, Thomas Ripoli and Bernard Hart were an exemplary top
management team.  All of them have over thirty years of police
experience.  Over the past eight months there had been much
discussion amongst the Mayor and Council with regard to what
direction the Borough was going to move.  Even among the police
captains and lieutenants there is a wealth of talent in the
Police Department.  One day very much in the future, Fort Lee’s
governing body will be picking one of these well-qualified
individuals to again lead the Police Department.  The Police
Department handles their jobs beautifully and professionally,
including dealing with the public.  A lot of thought went into
what everyone is here for tonight.

RESOLUTIONS

R-1 - Appointment and Swearing in of Director of Public Safety

Mr. Grant read the following:

Deputy Chief Hart has been a police officer for thirty years
and a supervisor for twenty-one years.  He is the father of two 
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sons, Brian and Sean.   Deputy Chief Hart is a veteran of the
United States Marine Corps and served with the Third Marine
Division in Vietnam.  He earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Business Administration from Fairleigh Dickinson University and a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice from Mercy
College.  Deputy Chief Hart is a graduate of the Department of
Justice FBI National Academy at Quantico, Virginia.  In addition,
he has attended numerous in-service and advanced professional
courses throughout his career.

Prior to his latest assignment as Acting Chief of Police, he
served as the operations officer of the Fort Lee Police
Department.  Deputy Chief Hart was the commanding officer of the
detective and patrol divisions and was responsible for all
criminal investigations and patrol operations.

Mayor Alter nominated Bernard Hart as Director of Public
Safety.

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
created the position of Director of Public Safety in the Borough
of Fort Lee on February 12, 2004 (Ordinance #2004-1); and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to fill the position of
Director of Public Safety,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that
Bernard Hart be appointed to the position of the Director of
Public Safety for the Borough effective immediately; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Bernard Hart will receive an
initial salary of $154,000 and increases as outlined in the
relative employment contract for the period from July 22, 2004
through July 21, 2007.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Kasofsky, Cervieri
            

ABSTENTION: Councilman Villano

OATH OF OFFICE

Mayor Alter swore in Bernard Hart as the Director of Public
Safety.  His son Brian held the Bible, and his other son, Sean
presented his father with his badge.

Public Safety Director Hart thanked all those people who
assisted and supported him during his career.  He added that the
Fort Lee Police Department has a good reputation throughout the
State and that is a product of the officers that preceded him and
who are currently on the force.  He is looking forward to working
with all of the Borough’s emergency services.

R-2 - Appointment of Deputy Police Chief

Mr. Grant read the following:

Inspector Jack Reuter and his wife Jeanie have two children,
Kelly and John.  Jack has been a police officer for thirty-two
years and had received numerous awards and commendations
throughout his career.  Inspector Reuter is a graduate of Jersey
City State College and has attended numerous police training 



Special Meeting                                     July 22, 2004
                                                          Page #3

schools.

During his career Inspector Reuter has been assigned to the
patrol division, detective division, administrative division and
the 9-1-1 communications unit.  Inspector Reuter’s most recent
assignment has been commanding officer of the administrative
division which includes the computer section, records,
purchasing, training and vehicle maintenance.

Presently, Inspector Reuter is coordinating upgrading of the
department’s computer system.  This project includes the
installation of video cameras and laptop computers in the patrol
vehicles.

Mayor Alter nominated Jack Reuter as the Deputy Chief of
Police.

Councilman Villano introduced, and Councilman Sokolich
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
wish to promote John J. Reuter from his current position of
Police Inspector to the Deputy Chief of Police; and

WHEREAS, John J. Reuter will receive a salary of $129,543
for 2004; and

WHEREAS, the Borough shall employ John J. Reuter as its
Deputy Chief of Police, subject to the statutory probation period
and pursuant to the Amended Employment Agreement,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that
John J. Reuter be promoted to the position of Deputy Chief of
Police for the Borough of Fort Lee effective immediately; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is subject to
approval from the New Jersey Department of Personnel.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofasky,
            Cervieri

R-3 - Appointment and Swearing in of Police Chief

Mr. Grant read the following:

Thomas Ripoli, a lifelong resident of Fort Lee, a graduate
of Fort Lee High School and Vietnam Combat Veteran has been
married to his wife, Nancy for twenty-five years and is the
father of three children, Anthony, Thomas and Dana.  He joined
the Fort Lee Police Department in December 1971.  He served as a
police officer for eleven years and then as a narcotics detective
for three years.  He was promoted to Sergeant in 1985 where his
duties were Road Sergeant and Tour Commander.  In 1991 he was
promoted to Lieutenant and was Commander of the Traffic Division. 
In 1996 he was promoted to Captain and held the position of shift
supervisor.  In 1999 he was promoted to Inspector and then served
as the Operations Officer.

Tom was President of PBA Local 245 from 1982 until 1983.  He
was named “Cop of the Year” in 1979 by the Rotary Club and in
1989 “Cop of the Month” by the NJ/NY Detectives Crime Clinic. 
During his service with the Fort Lee Police Department he
received twenty various commendation awards by the Fort Lee
Police Merit Board including five for Valor and Three for
Livesaving.
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As well as being a member of the Fort Lee Police Department
for thirty-three honorable years, Tom belongs to various civic
organizations.  He holds an Associates Degree in Criminal Justice
and was a member of the Fort Lee Fire Department Company #1 for
eighteen years.  He also coached Little League Baseball in Fort
Lee for ten years.

Mayor Alter nominated Thomas Ripoli as the Chief of Police.

Councilman Villano introduced, and Councilman Cervieri
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
wish to promote Thomas Ripoli from his current position of Police
Inspector to the Chief of Police; and

WHEREAS, Thomas Ripoli will receive a salary of $152,000
during the period from July 22, 2004 through July 21, 2005; and

WHEREAS, the Borough shall employ Thomas Ripoli as its Chief
of Police, subject to the statutory probation period and pursuant
to the Amended Employment Agreement,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that
Thomas Ripoli be promoted to the position of the Chief of Police
for the Borough of Fort Lee effective immediately; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is subject to
approval from the New Jersey Department of Personnel.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

OATH OF OFFICE

Mayor Alter swore in Thomas Ripoli as the Chief of Police. 
His mother Mary, and his wife Nancy, pinned on his badge, and his
father Rocco, and his children Anthony, Thomas, and Dana held the
Bible.

Chief Ripoli introduced his family.  He thanked his wife and
children.  He thanked Vincent Tufaro, Superintendent of Fort Lee
schools and other Board of Education staff for getting in shape
and letting him use the high school auditorium in shape for
tonight’s festivities.  He congratulated Bernard Hart and Jack
Reuter on their promotions.  He thanked the Mayor and Council for
giving him an opportunity to lead the Police Department.  He
thanked Ms. Thomas, Mr. Grant and Mr. Cohen.  He reached this
point tonight by having a strong foundation that came from his
parents, Mary and Rocco Ripoli.  He thanked the previous Police
Chiefs who preceded him.  He did not always agree with their
procedures, but he respected the decisions they had to make.  He
thanked all of the supervisors and other officers he has worked
with throughout his career.  He singled out Lt. Dennis Conway,
who came on the job with him.  He thanked him for being his
partner, but more importantly, for being his friend.  He said
that he is here tonight because of every secretary, dispatcher,
road department worker, ambulance corps member and maintenance
worker he ever worked with.  He thanked Kay Nest, Commander James
Viola and Steve Monetti, who approached him and said that he had
leadership ability, and who were supportive of him through the
whole process.  He thanked the present and retired officers who
made it possible for him to become the Chief of Police.  He
commended the Fort Lee police officers for stepping up to the
plate when 9/11 occurred.  No amount of training could prepare 
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anyone for a situation like that.  It was a sad time in American
history, but the police officers answered the call with total
professionalism.  He stated that former Chief Thomas Tessaro had
a motto of courtesy, compassion and understanding.  He wants to
add one more thing to that motto.  He wants to instill in the
officers the need to respect themselves, respect their badge and
respect the public.  In closing, he stated that he is honored and
humbled but confident.  He, along with the Deputy Chief and
Public Safety Director, have worked together for over thirty
years.  He reiterated his thanks to the Mayor and Council, Kay
Nest, Commander James Viola and Steve Monetti.  He invited
everyone to the Recreation Center on Stillwell Avenue for food
and drinks.

There being no further discussion, the special meeting was
adjourned on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by
Councilman Pohan, and carried at 7:40 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



SPECIAL MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                Thursday, July 1, 2004 @8:00 p.m.

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Sargenti, Cervieri

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Kasofsky

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    Dennis Oury, for Borough Attorney 

Ray Levy, Director of Economic Development

SPECIAL MEETING STATEMENT

All members of this body have been advised both orally and
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time,
place and proposed agenda hereof.

On June 24, 2004 a written notice of the time, place and
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted a the Municipal
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to
the Record, Jersey Journal and Time Warner Cable and a copy was
filed with the Borough Clerk.

On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have
requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed
for the year 2004.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Alter noted for the public that this is a special
meeting of the Mayor and Council.  The meeting was called so some
matters could be resolved in a timely fashion.  

RESOLUTION

R-1 - Accepting Planning Board Recommendation that Redevelopment
Area 5 Qualifies as an “Area in Need of Redevelopment”

Mr. Cervieri recused himself with regard to this matter and
the introduction of ordinance #2004-29.  He left the podium and
took a seat in the audience.

Mr. Grant read the following memo sent to him on June 22nd

from Barbara Klein, Planning Board Secretary, with regard to an
Area in Need of Redevelopment - Area 5:

“Dear Mr. Grant:

On Monday, June 21, 2004, the Planning Board voted
unanimously that a separate area located within the municipality
qualify as an ‘Area in Need of Redevelopment’ as provided under
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A.

The area is referred to in the Borough of Fort Lee’s
official tax map as Block 4801, Lots 1,3,7,8,9,10 and 11; Block
4802, Lot 1; and Block 4803, Lot 1.  The property is 15.7 acres
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in area and occupied most of the land bounded by Bridge Plaza 
South on the north, Central Road on the east, Main Street on the
south and Lemoine Avenue on the west.”

Councilman Villano introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
directed the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee, by
Resolution dated May 27, 2004, to undertake a preliminary
investigation to determine whether a certain study area,
designated Area 5, as more fully described herein should be
considered and determined to be an area in need of redevelopment
pursuant to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5, the Local
Redevelopment and Housing Law; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee did,
pursuant to and in compliance with the notice and hearing
requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6, hold a public hearing on June
21, 2004, at which hearing the Planning Board did discuss and
review a certain report entitled “Redevelopment Area
Investigation for Area 5 Located in the East Central Portion of
the Borough of Fort Lee”, said report being prepared for the Fort
Lee Planning Board by Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc.,
and dated June 2004; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the hearing before the Planning
Board of the Borough of Fort Lee on June 21, 2004, the Planning
Board did recommend that the entire delineated area known as Area
5, be determined by the municipal governing body to be a
redevelopment area; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have received the recommendation of the Planning Board and have
considered same, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey that the following area, known as Redevelopment Area 5,
consisting of Tax Block 4801, Lot 1 (2018 to 2038 Lemoine Avenue)
and Block 4801, Lot 3 (181 Main Street) being formerly known as
Block 4801, Lots 1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11; Block 4802, Lot 1;
Block 4803, Lot 1; all of which having been designated as
Redevelopment Area 5 be and same are hereby determined to
constitute an area in need of redevelopment as recommended by the
Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee in accordance with
N.J.S.A 40A:12A-5 criteria b, d, e. The delineation of Area 5 is
more particularly described by reference to the excerpt of the
Tax Map attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall
forthwith transmit a copy of this Resolution in certified form to
the Commissioner of Community Affairs for review in accordance
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6(5) for the purpose of
the Commissioner conducting such review as may be required by the
statute and in accordance therewith, absent such further approval
or disapproval from the Commissioner of the Department of
Community Affairs  within 30 calendar days of transmittal of
certified copy of this Resolution, the determination of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee declaring Area 5 an area
in need of redevelopment shall be deemed to be approved; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall be
further directed to serve a copy of this Resolution determining
Area 5 to be an area in need of redevelopment upon any person who
filed a written objection thereto and stated within the written
submission an address to which notice of the determination by the
Mayor and Council may be sent, and the said notice shall be 
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served by regular and certified mail within 10 days of the date 
hereof.  

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance #2004-29 - Discussion and Consideration of First
Reading for Ordinance Adopting Redevelopment Plan for an “Area in
Need of Redevelopment” - Area 5

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried, Ord. #2004-29 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO
ADOPT A REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 AND TO AMEND
THE ZONING MAP TO DELINEATE REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5” was introduced
and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
July 22, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti
            

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED

R-2 - Approving Raffle License #947 for the Saint Rocco Italian
American Mutual Aid Society

Mr. Cervieri returned to his council seat for the remainder
of the meeting.

Mr. Grant asked Mr. Oury for permission to approve raffle
license #948 for Saint Rocco’s.  Mr. Grant stated that he 
received a second license application after he had sent out the
notice for the special meeting.  If the license is held for
approval until the July 22nd regular meeting, it would not be
filed with the State within the time period required for review
of raffle licenses.

Mr. Oury replied that he did not see a problem with the
Mayor and Council taking action with regard to the second raffle
application for Saint Rocco’s. 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolutions:

WHEREAS, Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society,
110 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle 
application for August 8, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their
license applications are complete in all respects,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body 
hereby approves raffle applications #947 and #948, pending final
approval from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission;
and

The Resolution was approved unanimously.
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R-2a - Approving Raffle License #948 for Saint Rocco Italian
American Mutual Aid Society

WHEREAS, Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society,
110 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle 
application for August 4th through August 8, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their
license applications are complete in all respects,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body 
hereby approves raffle application #948, pending final approval
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker   Subject Response

Nina Levinson         .Ord. #2004-29 - Looking    Mayor Alter
1560 West St.           for Full Copy of Ord.     Mr. Grant
                        Including Exhibits A,B,C  

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sargenti,
and carried at 8:09 p.m. 

Mayor Alter reminded the public that the Borough will be
holding its annual July 4th fireworks celebration this Sunday at
7:00 p.m. at the Lewis F. Cole Middle School field.  The music
begins at 7:00 p.m., with the Grucci fireworks display starting 
between 9:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



SPECIAL MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                               Tuesday, June 29, 2004 @ 8:30 a.m.

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey. 

PRESENT: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Kasofsky,
                (Arrived at 8:35 a.m.) Cervieri, Villano

ABSENT:  Mayor Alter, Councilman Sargenti

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    Avis Bishop-Thompson, for Borough Attorney 

Council President Michael Villano, chaired the meeting in
the Mayor’s absence.

SPECIAL MEETING STATEMENT

All members of this body have been advised both orally and
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time,
place and proposed agenda hereof;

On June 22, 2004 a written notice of the time, place and
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted a the Municipal
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to
the Record, Jersey Journal and Time Warner Cable and a copy was
filed with the Borough Clerk.

On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have
requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed
for the year 2004.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 3, 2004
Executive Session were approved.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 10, 2004
Regular Meeting were approved.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sokolich, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 17,
2004 Executive Session were approved with Council members
Cervieri and Villano abstaining.

RESOLUTIONS

R-1 - Payment of Claims

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.
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ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                                $2,218,760.01
Capital                                        1,284,170.34
Trust (Accutrack)                                 24,727.39
Trust (Old)                                         n/a
Police Activity Account                           10,433.66 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    5,191.26
Senior Citizen Computer Account                     n/a
Disability Insurance Trust                          n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                     n/a
Centennial Fund                                     n/a
Wedding Fees                                        n/a
Trip Admissions                                     60.00
Multiple Dwelling                                   n/a
Construction Fees                                   n/a
Special Dog Account                                3,000.00
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                     2,006.18
Fort Lee Film Commission                          43,881.94
Redemption Account

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Cervieri, Villano

R-2 - Hiring of a Part-Time Employee for the DPW

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, a part-time summer seasonal position exists within
the Department of Public Works, and the Mayor and Council have
determined that a position should be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individual be hired
retroactively for summer help, at the hourly rate of compensation
listed:

Name Hourly Rate Start Date

Erik Swanson $8.00               June 22, 2004 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Cervieri, Villano

R-3 - Renewal of Liquor Licenses for 2004-2005

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sokolich
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that plenary retail consumption licenses, for the year
2004/2005 be issued to each of the applicants listed on the
attached page for premises designated opposite their respective
names for the distribution or sale of alcoholic beverages. 

STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE TRADE NAME

0219-33-036-009   RISTORANTE IL LIMONCELLO,  TRIPLE
                   LLC

0219-33-041-010   JOE & MAX INC              LATITUDE
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby
is authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the 
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Cervieri, Villano

R-4 - Renewal of Liquor License With Special Conditions Imposed

Ms. Kasofsky arrived during this portion of the meeting at
8:35 a.m.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sokolich
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-006-011,
Jabadou Inc., t/a Tribecca, 2027 Lemoine Avenue, for the
licensing year July 1, 2004 - June 30, 2005 be issued for the
sale of alcoholic beverages with the following Special Conditions
imposed on the license.

1.   No patron under 21 years of age permitted on premises when   
      alcohol is being distributed.

2.   Security id’s to be displayed prominently by all employees.

3.   Meeting with security at least one week in advance of any    
      mass advertised event.

4.   Last call 2:15 a.m. All patrons to be off the premises by    
      3:00 a.m. 

5.   The licensee’s parking lot and adjacent sidewalks shall be   
      secured and policed to assist in the orderly exiting of     
      patrons.  The licensee shall implement any reasonable       
      directive of the Fort Lee Police Department in this regard.

6.   Licensee shall provide such security control as requested by 
      the Fort Lee Police Department.  Licensee is required to    
      provide one-week notice of any special event.  In the event 
      licensee fails to provide such security control; the        
      Borough shall have the right to prohibit the scheduled      
      event.

7.   Licensed premise deemed to include adjacent and accessory    
      premises including, but not limited to the parking lot,     
      street, sidewalk and the like adjacent premises. 

8.   Improve the video system to include higher quality           
      surveillance of the outside area of the front, rear and     
      sides of the building to the satisfaction of the Fort Lee   
      Police Department.

9.   Provide monthly updates to the Fort Lee Police Department of 
      employee turnover including photographs. 

10.  Eliminate the practice of valet parking, which by design,    
      funnels a large number of people into a confined area for a 
      protracted period of time.

11.  Licensee shall provide exterior cleaning every Saturday and  
      Sunday morning to be completed prior to 9:00 a.m.

12.  Failure to comply with any portion of these stipulations     
      shall subject licensee to liability for any cost incurred   
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      by such non-compliance, including but not limited to, cost  
      of additional police or other security, and to the          
      revocation of liquor license.

Messrs. Villano, Cervieri and Grant discussed some of the
violations that have occurred and how future problems, if they
occur, may be handled.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Kasofsky, Cervieri,
            Villano

R-5 - Approval of Change Order for APS Contractors

     Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

     BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the following Change Order be approved:

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION: New Park and Community Center  
                                    Located at Inwood Terrace

ARCHITECT: Dean Marchetto Architects P.C.

PROJECT MANAGER/OWNER’S REP. Bergen County Economic 
                                     Development Corp.

CONTRACTOR                         APS Contractors, Inc.
                                    155-161 Pennsylvania Avenue
                                    Paterson, New Jersey 07503

ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:            $8,736,000.00

COST OF CHANGE ORDER #1:           $           0

COST OF CHANGE ORDER #2:           $   17,677.53

NEW CONTRACT SUM:     $8,753.677.53

CHANGE ORDER NUMBERS:              1 and 2

NATURE OF CHANGES:                               Change Order #1 - Extend 
                                Contract Time to January 20, 2005 
 

Change Order #2 - Revised
                                Storm Sewer at North Parking Lot

CONTRACT #: 900571

     The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:     
                                                                 
     AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Kasofsky, Cervieri,
            Villano

R-6 - Rejecting Bids and Authorizing Rebid for Van Fleet Park
Clubhouse Project

     Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received bids on June 11,
2004 regarding the construction of the Van Fleet Park Field
House; and
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     WHEREAS, two (2) bids were received by the Borough of Fort
Lee as follows:

           Vendor    Amount

           MV Contracting    $  538,058.00
           124 Leesville Avenue
           Rahway, New Jersey 07065

           Security Structures, Inc.        $7,405,682.00
           125 Martinsville Road
           Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920

     WHEREAS, Security Structures, Inc. bid had technical errors
in it; and

     WHEREAS, (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.21.a) allows for the rejection
of bids for various reasons; and

     WHEREAS, the estimated budget amount for this project is
$460,000,00 and the lowest bid amount exceeded the cost estimate
for the goods or services by $78,058.00, 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough does hereby reject the 
bids of both bidders received in connection with the construction
of the Van Fleet Park Field House; and

       BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby
authorized to rebid and re-advertise for this project.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

     AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Kasofsky, Villano,
            Cervieri                                      

R-7 - Hiring of Certified Valuations, Inc. as Appraiser for Tax
Court Litigation

    Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

    WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee implemented a municipality-
wide revaluation of all real property for the tax year 2004; and

    WHEREAS, several appeals have been filed by taxpayers to the
Tax Court of New Jersey; and

    WHEREAS, the Borough requires the services of a licensed real
estate appraisal firm in order to defend against such appeals;
and

    WHEREAS, the firm of Certified Valuations, Inc., Plaza 447,
Suite Eight, Route 10, Randolph, New Jersey 07869, which firm
performed the revaluation on behalf of the Borough, has the
relevant information and the expertise in order to provide the
necessary appraisal services,

    NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the firm of Certified Valuations,
Inc. be and is hereby retained by the Borough of Fort Lee to
provide apprisal services and testimony with respect to tax
appeals presently pending in the Tax Court of New Jersey as the
result of the Borough’s 2004 revaluation; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, despite the terms and
provisions of the contract for revaluation between the Borough
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and Certified Valuations, Certified Valuations has agreed to
reduce it rates for Tax Court appraisal services to $110 per hour
and $850 for a full-day court appearance; and
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award of contract
is a professional service for which no public bidding is
necessary or required; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this contract is
subject to and conditioned upon written certification from the
Chief Financial Office of the current availability of funds to
meet the obligation of this contract; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney be and is
hereby authorized to prepare, and the Mayor to execute on the
Borough’s behalf, an appropriate agreement by and between the
Borough and Certified Valuations, Inc.; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and
the agreement to be executed shall be maintained in the Office of
the Borough Clerk, for public inspection, in accordance with
relevant law.
                                                                 
    The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

    AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Kasofsky, Cervieri,
           Villano

                        PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker   Subject Response

Nina Levinson         .APS Change Order           Mr. Grant
1560 West St.  

       .Certified Valuations,      Mr. Cervieri
                        Inc. Resolution           Mr. Pohan
                                                  Mr. Sokolich

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sokolich, and carried at 8:40 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                          Thursday, June 10, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Kasofsky,
                Cervieri, Villano

ABSENT:  Mayor Alter, Councilman Sargenti

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

Council President Michael Villano, chaired the meeting in
the Mayor’s absence.

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Council President Villano reminded everyone that on Sunday,
July 4th, at 9:30 p.m. the Borough will be having a fireworks
display at the Lewis F. Cole Middle School Field.  Fireworks by 
Grucci will be putting on the display.  The rain date is July 
5th. The program will begin at 7:00 p.m. with music.  Last year
there were over 3,000 people present and many others were
watching from the high-rise buildings.

PROCLAMATION

P-1 - Day to Mourn and Honor Ronald Reagan 40th President of the
United States

WHEREAS, Ronald W. Reagan served as Governor of California
and as the 40th President of the United States; and

WHEREAS, President Reagan’s optimism, strength, humility and
humor provided inspiration to Americans during a difficult time
in this country’s history; and

WHEREAS, President Reagan inspired us with his unshakeable
faith in the values of our country; and

WHEREAS, President Reagan’s patriotism, faith, courage and
dignity are an enduring example for all citizens; and
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WHEREAS, it is right and proper for the Borough of Fort Lee
to mourn the passing and honor the memory of President Reagan,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jack Alter, Mayor of Fort Lee and the
governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee do hereby proclaim
Friday, June 11, 2004, as a DAY TO MOURN AND HONOR RONALD W.
REAGAN, 40TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, in the Borough of
Fort Lee, and do hereby direct that the flag of the United States
of America be flown at half staff at all municipal offices on
that day, in recognition and mourning of the passing of President
Ronald W. Reagan.

Mr. Villano asked for a moment of silence in President
Reagan’s memory.

Mr. Villano took out a clip from the New York Times and
stated that the columnist reported that Ronald Reagan won the
Cold War without a shot.  He chose peace for strength.  The
author went on to say that whether he was right or wrong, Ronald
Reagan was always exhilarating.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Cervieri, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February
12, 2004 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Sokolich
abstaining. 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 20,
2004 Executive Session were approved. 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 27, 2004
Regular Meeting were approved.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2004-26 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 40,
“Vehicles and Traffic” Fee Schedule and Other Various Sections of
the Borough Code to Increase the Fines for Violations and
Penalties by $2.00

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-26 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 41 OF THE FORT LEE CODE, ENTITLED ‘SURCHARGE
FOR PARKING/TRAFFIC FINES,’ AND AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 40,
CHAPTER 216, SECTION 6(35) AND CHAPTER 289 SECTIONS 15B AND 36I
TO IMPLEMENT THE ADDITIONAL FINE AUTHORIZED HEREBY.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.

Ordinance #2004-27 - Bond Ordinance for Acquisition of Real
Property at 95 Main Street, Block 4805, Lots 2-4 - $2,250,000

Mr. Cervieri recused himself and left the podium with regard
to this ordinance and ordinance #2004-28.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sokolich and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
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Ord. #2004-27 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,
IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE
ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
AND APPROPRIATING $2,250,000 THEREFORE, AND PROVIDING FOR THE
ISSUANCE OF $2,137,500 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT
LEE TO FINANCE THE SAME.”

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if this ordinance is
related to part of the $15,000,000 coming in from the Port
Authority and the $7,000,000 that is coming in from Bergen County
for the street improvements on lower Main Street.  She wanted to
know why a bond ordinance has to be done rather than use the
money that is going to come in from the Port Authority and Bergen
County.  She spoke to the large expenses associated with a bond
ordinance.

Mr. Villano replied that this purchase does not relate to
the monies being received from the agencies that Ms. Levinson
mentioned.  This ordinance is to purchase property so that a
light can be added on Federspiel Street at Central Road.  Also,
the hope is to have parking built there.

Mr. Pohan said that this is a mixed piece; all the money may
not be recoverable from the other agencies mentioned.

Ms. Levinson said that Ray Levy, Director of Economic
Development, explained at the last meeting that the property is
being bought or condemned to widen the road and to build a
garage.  Mr. Levy had claimed that the expense to build the
garage would not be borne by the Borough.  Ms. Levinson said that
the businesses should be paying for some of the expenses.

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Kasofsky, Villano

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-28 - Acquisition of Real Property by Purchase
or Condemnation - 95 Main Street, Block 4805, Lots 2-4

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-28 entitled, “ORDINANCE FOR THE ACQUISITION OF REAL
PROPERTY BY PURCHASE OR CONDEMNATION CONSISTING OF LOTS 2,3, AND
4 IN BLOCK 4805 AS SHOWN ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH
OF FORT LEE AND COMMONLY KNOWN AS 95 MAIN STREET IN THE BOROUGH
OF FORT LEE.”

Mrs. and Mr. Chung, owners of the property located at 95
Main Street, asked why the street needs to be widened at their
property.  Mr. Chung mentioned that he has owned the property for
twenty years and two times he had an opportunity to build a
shopping mall at the site.  He never missed tax payments over the
years.  At one point the Borough suggested to him to do a joint
venture to develop the property, and he agreed, but that was
withdrawn.  The Borough is now asking him to draw plans, if he
provided a public purpose which was to include an apartment
building and a mixed-use building.  He said this has been going
on for over two years.  He also spoke to other sites he has
developed in the Borough over the years.
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Mr. Cohen replied that the Mayor and Council are going to
determine if there is a public purpose for the taking of the
property.  It has been suggested by the Borough’s experts that
there is a public purpose.  He told Mr. Chung if he objects to
that, that he would have an opportunity to voice his objection in
court when the condemnation suit is brought.  It is his advice to
the governing body members there would be an appropriate forum
and that the governing body members should not be discussing it
now.

Mr. Chung suggested that he would be glad to develop the
property by working with the Borough.

Mr. Levy responded that if this ordinance is approved, Mr.
and Mrs. Chung will be getting a letter from the Borough saying
“let’s negotiate”.  There will be a specified time to try to
reach a conclusion other than condemnation or for a certain
amount of money to be paid.  The Borough by law is obligated to
do that.  The attorneys handling the case are well versed in this
and will make sure that Mr. and Mrs. Chung’s rights are
protected.

Mr. Chung said it has been his dream for the last twenty
years to develop the site.  He appreciated the governing body
listening to his comments.

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Kasofsky, Villano

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the
meeting.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13.

CA-1 - Accepting 2003 Auditor’s Report

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of
every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books, 
accounts and financial transactions; and

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2003 has
been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the
Municipal Clerk as per the requirements of N.J.S. 40A:5-6, and a
copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey
is authorized to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal
affairs, as per R.S. 52:27BB-34; and

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated a
regulation requiring that the governing body of each municipality
shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance Board of the
State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have 
reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit
entitled:
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General Comments

Recommendations

and
WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally

reviewed as a minimum the Annual Report of Audit, and
specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled:

General Comments

Recommendations

as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body;
and

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted
by the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the
receipt of the annual audit, as per the regulations of the Local
Finance Board; and

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and
have familiarized themselves with, at least the minimum
requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New
Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit,
as provided by the Local Finance Board; and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the promulgations of the
Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the
members of the local governing body  to the penalty provisions of
R.S. 52:27BB-52 - to wit:

R.S. 52:27BB-52 - "A local officer or member of a local
governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or
refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local
Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not
more than one thousand dollars (1,000.00) or imprisoned for not
more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his
office."

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of
the  Borough of Fort Lee, hereby states that it has complied with
the promulgation of the Local Finance Board of the State of New
Jersey dated July 30, 1968 and does hereby submit a certified
copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board
to show evidence of said compliance. 

CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Mary Boujotas as a Clerk Typist
in the Fire Prevention Bureau - $23,171 Annually

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have determined where there is a vacancy in the Fire Prevention
Bureau due to a previous retirement and that position should be
filled,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Mary Boujotas be appointed to the
full-time position of clerk typist, in the Fire Prevention Bureau
with an effective date of June 14, 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department
of Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $23,171.
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CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Clean Communities Employees for 2004
- $7.00 to $10.00 Hourly

WHEREAS, Clean Community positions exist within the
Borough of Fort Lee for 2004,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired 
at the following weekly and hourly rates of compensation listed,
respectively:

Richard Radoian, Coordinator    $150.00 Weekly

James Rumi       Foreman           10.00 Hourly
Darren Zuckerman Driver
Mike Ceragno     Part-time Driver

     Robert DeVito    Part-time Driver
     Mike Ceragno     Part-time Driver

Kyle Jensen   Laborer
     Anthony Bell     Laborer
    *Mark Nersesian   Laborer
    *Matt Francolino  Laborer
    *Michael Cafasso  Laborer
    *Mario Mattesich  Laborer
    *Mike Brady       Laborer
    *Andrew Alvarez   Laborer
    *Jero Khorazian   Laborer

Salaries will range from $7.00 per hour for first year
employees to $10.00 per hour for foreman.  

* Denotes First Time Employee

CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of Jennifer Crispo, Dana Ripoli
and Kathleen Horton as Seasonal Employees for the Municipal
Court - $8.50 to $10.50 Hourly

WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal positions exist within the
Municipal Court, and the Mayor and Council have determined that
these positions should be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired
for spring/summer help, at the hourly rates of compensation
listed, respectively:

Employee’s Name:  Department Hourly Rate: Start

    *Jennifer Crispo   Court       $8.50          June 8th
Dana Ripoli       Court       $9.50          June 11th

     Kathleen Horton   Court       $10.50         n/a

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Kathleen Horton should be
considered a part-time annual employee to be used throughout the
entire year for the Municipal Court.

* Denotes First Time Employee

CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Seasonal Employees for the
Recreation Department - Termination Date August 31st

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have
determined that these positions must be filled,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to
the positions and rates of compensation indicated with the
Department of Recreation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of 
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective
date of June 28, 2004 and a termination date of August 31, 2004.

CA-6 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled
Tristan Dakota, LLC, 1563 Parker Avenue, Block 3301, Lot 6,
vs. Borough of Fort Lee

     WHEREAS, Tristan Dakota, LLC is the owner of certain
property located at 1563 Parker Avenue, also known as Block 3301,
Lot 6; and

     WHEREAS, that entity filed a tax appeal against the Borough
of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Tristan Dakota, LLC vs. Borough
of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 4862-03; and

     WHEREAS, discovery has been completed and it has been
recommended by the assessor and tax appeal attorney that the
matter be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in
the best interests of the Borough,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation
entitled Tristan Dakota, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under
Docket No. 4862-03, so that the 2003 assessment will be reduced
from $500,000 to $475,000; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgement interest by
the taxpayer.

CA-7 - Supporting Governor McGreevey’s Hometown Security Funding
Initiative

     WHEREAS, on September 11, 2001, terrorists hijacked four
civilian aircraft, crashing two into the World Trade Center in
New York City, a third into the Pentagon outside of Washington,
D.C., and a fourth into the countryside of Pennsylvania; and

     WHEREAS, thirty months later, Americans realize that safety
is not a certainty and have adapted to new security measures in
airports and public buildings and a new awareness of potential
threats that were unthinkable before September 11, 2001,
especially in New Jersey, which was forced to deal with the real
threat of anthrax in the subsequent months; and

     WHEREAS, thirty months later, America’s cities and towns
have spent billions of local dollars to develop new homeland
security preparedness plans, create new regional partnerships,
carry out joint emergency drills, provide security in the
nation’s airports, and restore confidence in the safety and
security of hometown America, especially in New Jersey
municipalities, which have generously shared their resources to
assist in New York’s recovery, while dealing with real threats,
themselves; and
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     WHEREAS, Federal funding, while appreciated, has not been
commensurate with New Jersey’s contributions to the cause, nor
with the needs of our State’s gallant first responders; and

     WHEREAS, in recognition of this, and in response to requests
for such aid, from the League, from our President, Mayor Jo-Anne
B. Schubert of South Bound Brook, from the Chairman of our
Hometown Security Task Force, Mayor Tim McDonough of Hope and
from other Mayors and Governing Body Members, serving property 

taxpayers all around our Garden State, culminating in the
League’s April 30 Mayors’ Property Tax Summit, Governor James E.
McGreevey, on May 18, proposed a new $32 Million Hometown
Security initiative to provide new direct Hometown Security
funding to municipal government in the State’s FY 2005 Budget, 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipality of Fort
Lee thanks the Governor and urges the Legislature to accept the
Governor’s proposed Hometown Security Initiative and to include
at least the requested $32 Million in the State’s FY 2005
Appropriations Act; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be
forwarded to our State Legislators, to Assembly Speaker Albio
Sires, Assembly Minority Leader Alex DeCroce, Senate President
Richard Codey, Senate Minority Leader Leonard Lance and to the
New Jersey League of Municipalities.

CA-8 - Opposing A-2073/S-1558 Bill (New Jersey Civil Rights Act)

     WHEREAS, as currently written, A-2073 and S-1558 (aka the
New Jersey Civil Rights Act) will prove extremely expensive to
municipalities; and

     WHEREAS, under this legislation, any allegation that due
process was deficient will subject a municipality to potential
fee shifting that requires the municipality to pay the
complaining party’s attorneys fees; and

     WHEREAS, almost every appeal of a municipal decision
invariably involves an allegation concerning due process. 
Examples of matters that will become subject to fee shifting
include decisions relating to zoning variances, site plan
applications, building permits, Board of Health applications,
licenses of all sorts and personnel matters; and

     WHEREAS, the availability of fee shifting will encourage
additional litigation and will make these cases more difficult to
settle; and

     WHEREAS, while the cost of this bill cannot be determined to
any degree of certainty, the cost to New Jersey municipalities
could easily be in the range of $25 to $40 million per year or
more; and

     WHEREAS, the last time fee shifting was extended to a new
class of liability was in 1994 when the Court opened the
floodgates to hostile workplace litigation in the Toy R Us
decision.  As a result, the cost of Public Officials and
Employment Practices Liability lawsuits against New Jersey
municipalities tripled to approximately $25 million per year; and

     WHEREAS, the New Jersey League of Municipalities and the
Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund are negotiating
amendments that will prevent an unnecessary increase in municipal
costs while still protecting civil rights,
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     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the legislature be urged to exempt
municipalities from A-2073 and S-1558; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be
forwarded to each legislator who represents Bergen County as well
as the Governor, Senate President and Assembly Speaker. 

CA-9 - Authorizing Rebid for 540 Main Street Stucco Wall System
Project

WHEREAS, public bids were called for the 540 Main Street
Stucco Wall System project on Wednesday, June 2, 2004; and

WHEREAS, no bids were received for the 540 Main Street
Stucco Wall System project; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A 40A:11-5(3) requires the Borough to
advertise for bids for a second time,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Purchasing Consultant be and
hereby authorized to rebid for the aforementioned project.

CA-10 - Approving Updated Zoning Map as Prepared by Boswell
McClave Engineering

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee last had its official
zoning map updated by Boswell McClave Engineering in July of
1999; and

WHEREAS, there have changes to the zoning code since that
time,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the
Borough of Fort Lee that the official zoning map as prepared by
Boswell McClave Engineering be approved to reflect changes that
have been made to the zoning code since 1999.

CA-11 - Awarding Bid to Arcola Sales and Service Corporation,
Carlstadt, New Jersey, for a Handicap Accessible Van for the
Parking Authority - $41,459 (Monies to be Reimbursed by
Grant Received From Bergen County Community Development)

WHEREAS, sealed bids were called for and received on May 24,
2004 for a handicap accessible van for the Parking Authority in
the Borough of Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, only one (1) bid package was received for the
handicap accessible van from:

Arcola Sales & Service Corporation    Bid Amount: $41,459
51 Kero Road
Carlstadt, New Jersey 07072

WHEREAS, the bid documents were reviewed by the Purchasing
Consultant, Executive Director of the Parking Authority and
Borough Attorney and found to be in compliance, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee the Borough does hereby award the bid for
the handicap accessible van to Arcola Sales & Service Corporation
at a total cost of $41,459; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough has been awarded a
grant from Bergen County Community Development for the cost of
the vehicle; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Attorney be and he
is hereby authorized and directed to prepare an appropriate
contract for the awarded bid, and the Mayor be and he is hereby
authorized and directed to execute the said contract; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract and the funds 
designated therefore will be subject to the certification by the
Chief Financial Officer.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and he is
hereby directed to maintain a copy of this resolution and the
contract on file, for public inspection.

CA-12 - Authorizing Extel Communications, Inc., North Haledon,
New Jersey, to Install a New Borough-Wide Phone System (New
Jersey State Contract #A42291)

       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF    
       FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO EXTEL COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
       TO UPGRADE THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM FOR THE BOROUGH   
       OF FORT LEE

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
believe that it is necessary that the Borough of Fort Lee upgrade
the telecommunications system in order to unify, coordinate and
streamline all of its telecommunications to insure efficient
operations within the Borough of Fort Lee; and

     WHEREAS, the appropriate contractor for a fully integrated
telecommunications services provider has been determined,

     NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

     1.  EXTEL COMMUNICATIONS, INC. (“EXTEL”)of 830 Belmont
Avenue, North Haledon, New Jersey 07509 is awarded a contract to
provide a telecommunication system and services for the Borough
of Fort Lee.

     2.  EXTEL shall provide a telecommunications system that
will unify, integrate and streamline all telecommunications
dedicated to the Borough of Fort Lee functions.

     3.  EXTEL will develop and design a modular
telecommunication system for the Borough of Fort Lee.

     4.  EXTEL shall provide the telecommunications system for a
fee pursuant to New Jersey State Contract #A42291.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the project; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

CA-13 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Nick
Miletic for Fire Company #3

The auxiliary firefighter application for Nick Miletic for
Fire Company #3 was approved.
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Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, commented and questioned
CA-3, CA-4, CA-5, CA-6, CA-7, CA-8 and CA-12.

Ms. Thomas and Mr. Grant spoke to CA-3 and CA-4.  Messrs.
Pohan and Cervieri spoke to CA-6.  Ms. Thomas replied to CA-7. 
Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Sokolich and Pohan answered CA-8, and Ms.
Thomas spoke to CA-12.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13) was
approved unanimously.

RESOLUTION

R-1 - Authorizing the Sale for a Single and Combined Issue of
General Obligation Bonds - $12,815,000

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky
seconded, the following Resolution:

   RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE PROVIDING FOR A
            SINGLE AND COMBINED ISSUE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS;             
            AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF $12,815,000 PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF                  
            GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2004; AUTHORIZING                          
            ADVERTISEMENT OF A NOTICE OF SALE; AUTHORIZING THE 
            CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO SELL AND AWARD THE BONDS;                    
            DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER DETAILS OF THE BONDS;
           AND AUTHORIZING OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO.

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the
ABorough@) has adopted the Bond Ordinances listed on the attached Appendix A (collectively,
the ABond Ordinances@) authorizing the issuance of obligations of the Borough for the purpose of
financing the general improvements described in the Bond Ordinances; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined to finance permanently a portion of the
costs of the general improvement projects undertaken pursuant to the Bond Ordinances by the
issuance of $12,815,000 principal amount of general obligation bonds of the Borough; and

WHEREAS, on April 14, 2004, the Local Finance Board in the Department of
Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey approved a non-conforming maturity schedule for
the bonds; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined to proceed with the public sale of said
bonds for the purposes authorized in the Bond Ordinances.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1. Combination of General Obligation Bonds; Authorization of Sale.  The
principal amount of general obligation bonds authorized to be issued pursuant to the respective
Bond Ordinances described in Appendix A hereto are hereby combined into a single and
combined issue of $12,815,000 aggregate principal amount of General Obligation Bonds, Series
2004  (the  ABonds@) and are authorized to be sold in accordance with the terms of this
Resolution. 

The average period of usefulness for the general improvements financed by the Bonds,
taking into consideration the respective amounts of obligations presently authorized to be issued
pursuant to the Bond Ordinances described in Appendix A hereto and the period or average
period of usefulness determined in the Bond Ordinances described in Appendix A hereto, is
16.42015 years.

Section 2. Public Sale of Bonds.  The Bonds shall be issued and sold at public sale in
accordance with the provisions of the Local Bond Law, constituting Chapter 169 of the Laws of
1960 of the State of New Jersey, as amended and supplemented.
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Section 3. Authorization for Notice of Sale.  The Borough Clerk is hereby authorized 
and directed to advertise the Notice of Sale of the Bonds.  The Bonds shall be dated July 15,
2004, shall be in book-entry only form, shall bear interest from July 15, 2004, payable semi-
annually on January 15 and July 15 of each year, commencing January 15, 2005, at the rate or
rates to be specified by the successful bidder, and shall mature on July 15, in the annual principal
amounts and years as set forth below:

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2004

Year Principal Amount Year Principal Amount

2005 $1,000,000 2013     $500,000
2006   1,100,000 2014       650,000
2007   1,200,000 2015       675,000
2008      500,000 2016                         700,000
2009      500,000 2017                      1,000,000
2010      500,000 2018                      1,300,000
2011      500,000 2019                      2,090,000
2012      600,000

TOTAL $12,815,000

 The Bonds shall contain such other terms and conditions as are specified in the Notice of
Sale, approved in Section 5 hereof (the ANotice of Sale@).

Section 4.    Redemption.  The Bonds maturing prior to July 15, 2014 are not subject to
redemption prior to their stated maturities.  The Bonds maturing on or after July 15, 2014 are
redeemable at the option of the Borough in whole on any date or in part on any interest payment date
on or after July 15, 2013 upon notice as required herein at the respective prices set forth below,
expressed as percentages of the principal amounts to be redeemed, plus in each case accrued interest
to the date fixed for redemption:

Redemption Period Redemption
(both dates inclusive) Price

July 15, 2013 through July 14, 2014 101.0%
July 15, 2014 through July 14, 2015 100.5%
July 15, 2015 and thereafter 100.0%

 
Any Bond subject to redemption as aforesaid may be called in part, provided that the portion

not called for redemption shall be in the principal amount of $5,000 or any integral multiple of
$1,000 in excess thereof.  If less than all of the Bonds of a particular maturity are to be redeemed,
Bonds of that maturity shall be selected by the Chief Financial Officer (or, if appointed pursuant to
Section 12 hereof, the Paying Agent) by lot.

When any Bonds are to be redeemed, the Chief Financial Officer (or, if appointed pursuant
to Section 12 hereof, the Paying Agent) shall give notice of the redemption of the Bonds by mailing
such notice via first class mail in a sealed envelope with postage prepaid to the registered owners
of any Bonds or portions thereof which are to be redeemed not less than thirty (30) days nor more
than sixty (60) days prior to the date fixed for redemption, at their respective addresses as they last
appear on the registration books of the Borough.  Such mailing shall not be a condition precedent
to such redemption, and failure to so mail or to receive any such notice to any of such registered
owners shall not affect the validity of the proceedings for the redemption of the Bonds.  Notice of
redemption having been given as aforesaid, the Bonds, or portions thereof so to be redeemed, shall,
on the date fixed for redemption, become due and payable at the redemption price specified therein
plus accrued interest to the redemption date and, upon presentation and surrender thereof at the place
specified in such notice, such Bonds, or portions thereof, shall be paid at the redemption price, plus
accrued interest to the redemption date.  On and after the redemption date (unless the Borough shall
default in the payment of the redemption price and accrued interest), such Bonds shall no longer be
considered outstanding.

During any period in which The Depository Trust Company (or any successor thereto) shall
act as securities depository for the Bonds, the notices referred to above shall be given only to such
depository and not to the beneficial owners of the Bonds.  Any failure of such depository to advise
any of its participants or any failure of any participant to notify any beneficial owner of any notice
of redemption shall not affect the validity of the redemption proceedings.

Section 5. Approval of Notice of Sale.  The Notice of Sale containing other terms and
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provisions of the Bonds and setting forth the conditions of the sale thereof, all of which are hereby
approved, shall be substantially in the form attached to this Resolution as Appendix B  and made
a part hereof.

Section 6. Approval of Summary Notice of Sale.  The Summary Notice of Sale
containing other terms and provisions of the Bonds and setting forth the conditions of the sale
thereof, all of which are hereby approved, shall be substantially in the form attached to this
Resolution as Appendix C made a part hereof.

Section 7. Publication of Notice of Sale.  The Notice of Sale substantially in the form
attached to this Resolution shall be published at least once in The Record, a newspaper published
in the County of Bergen and circulating in the Borough, and the Summary Notice of Sale
substantially  in the form attached to this Resolution shall be published at least once in The Bond
Buyer, a newspaper published in the City of New York and State of New York, carrying municipal
bond notices and devoted primarily to the subject of state and municipal bonds.  The advertisement
of said Notice of Sale and Summary Notice of Sale in each such newspapers shall be published not
less than seven (7) days prior to the sale date for the Bonds.

Section 8. Designation of Chief Financial Officer to Award Bonds.  Proposals for the
purchase of the Bonds shall be received by the Chief Financial Officer on June 30, 2004 as provided
in the Notice of Sale and the Summary Notice of Sale.  The Mayor and Borough Council hereby
designate the Chief Financial Officer to sell and award the Bonds in accordance with this Resolution
and the Notice of Sale.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to report, in writing, to the
Borough at its first meeting after the sale of the Bonds as to the principal amount, interest rate and
maturities of the Bonds sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser.

Section 9. Authorization for Official Statement.  The proper Borough officials and
advisors are hereby authorized to prepare and distribute to the prospective purchasers of the Bonds
a Preliminary Official Statement and a final Official Statement containing information relating to
the Borough, its financial condition and the terms of the Bonds and other material facts customarily
included in official statements for general obligation bonds in the State of New Jersey.  The Chief
Financial Officer is hereby authorized to deem final the Preliminary Official Statement for purposes
of Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Section 10. Approval of Form of Bond.  The form of the Bond, substantially as set forth
in Appendix D attached hereto and made a part hereof, is hereby approved.  The Bonds shall be
executed in the name of the Borough by the manual or facsimile signature of the Mayor and the
Chief Financial Officer and the seal of the Borough, or a facsimile impression thereof, shall be
affixed to the Bonds and attested by the manual signature of the Borough Clerk.

Section 11. Appointment of Securities Depository.  The Depository Trust Company, New
York, New York ("DTC"), shall act as securities depository for the Bonds.  The ownership of one
fully registered bond for each maturity of each series of Bonds each in the aggregate principal
amount of such maturity, will be registered in the name of Cede & Co., as nominee for DTC.

Pursuant to the book-entry only system, any person for whom a DTC Participant acquires
an interest in the Bonds (the "Beneficial Owner") will not receive certificated Bonds and will not
be the registered owner thereof.  Ownership interests in the Bonds may be purchased by or through
DTC Participants.  Each DTC Participant will receive a credit balance in the records of DTC in the
amount of such DTC Participant's interest in the Bonds, which will be confirmed in accordance with
DTC's standard procedures.  Receipt by the Beneficial Owners (through any DTC Participant) of
timely payment of principal, premium, if any, and interest on the Bonds, is subject to DTC making
such payment to DTC Participants and such DTC Participants making payment to Beneficial
Owners.  Neither the Borough nor the Paying Agent will have any direct responsibility or obligation
to such DTC Participants or the persons for whom they act as nominees for any failure of DTC to
act or make any payment with respect to the Bonds.

The appropriate officers of the Borough are hereby authorized to execute a Letter of
Representation to DTC and such other documents as may be necessary or desirable in connection
with DTC's services as securities depository.

DTC may determine to discontinue providing its services with respect to the Bonds at any
time by giving notice to the Borough  and discharging its responsibilities with respect thereto under
applicable law.  Under such circumstances, the Borough shall designate a successor securities
depository or deliver certificates to the beneficial owners of the Bonds.
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Section 12. Paying Agent.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to select and
to enter into an agreement with a Paying Agent to ensure that the Borough can meet its obligations
undertaken herein to the holders of the Bonds.  The Chief Financial Officer may, however, elect not
to select a Paying Agent for the Bonds, and may elect to select a Paying Agent at any time prior or
subsequent to the issuance of the Bonds.  However, the Chief Financial Officer shall select a Paying
Agent upon any determination to cause the Bonds to be registered in the names of the beneficial
owners thereof, as provided in Section 11 hereof.

Section 13. Tax Covenant.  The Borough hereby covenants with the holders from time
to time of the Bonds that it will make no investment or other use of the proceeds of the Bonds or
take any further action (or refrain from taking such action) which would cause the Bonds to be
Aarbitrage 
bonds@ within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or under any similar
statutory provision or any rule or regulation promulgated thereunder (the ACode@), or would cause
interest on the Bonds not to be excludable from gross income for federal income tax purposes, and
that it will comply with the requirements of the Code and said regulations throughout the term of
the Bonds.

Section 14. Pledge of Borough.  The full faith and credit of the Borough is hereby pledged
for the payment of the principal of and interest on the Bonds.  The Bonds shall be direct obligations
of the Borough, and the Borough shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable
real property within the Borough for the payment of the principal of and interest on the Bonds
without limitation as to rate or amount.

Section 15. Continuing Disclosure.  The form of the Continuing Disclosure Certificate
in substantially the form attached hereto as Appendix E is hereby approved, and the execution of
the Continuing Disclosure Certificate by the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough is hereby
authorized.   The Borough hereby covenants and agrees that it will comply with and carry out all of
the provisions of the Continuing Disclosure Certificate executed by the Borough and dated the date
of issuance and delivery of the Bonds, as originally executed and as it may be amended from  time
to time in accordance with the terms thereof.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this
Resolution, failure of the Borough to comply with the Continuing Disclosure Certificate shall not
be considered a default on the Bonds; however, any Bondholder may take such actions as may be
necessary and appropriate, including seeking specific performance by court order, to cause the
Borough to comply with its obligations under this Section.

Section 16. Further Action.  The proper officers of the Borough are hereby authorized and
directed to take all such action as may be necessary to effect the issuance and delivery of the Bonds.

Section 17. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Kasofsky, Cervieri,
            Villano

APPOINTMENTS

A-1 - Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee

Mr. Grant announced that Mayor Alter has reappointed Julia
Ticola as his representative to the Bergen County Community
Development Regional Committee.

A-2 - Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded,
the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has entered into a three year
cooperative agreement with the County of Bergen as provided under
the Interlocal Services Act NJSA 40A:8-1 et seq. and Title I of the
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974; and

WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal
representative be appointed by the governing body of the community



to be part of the Community Development Regional Committee for the
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term of one year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1 through
June 30, 2004-2005.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby
appoints James Viola its representative to participate on the
Community Development Regional Committee.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

A-3 - Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sokolich
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has entered into a
Cooperative Agreement with the County of Bergen as provided under
the Interlocal Services Act NJSA 40A:8A-1 et seq., to participate
in the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland, and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund; and

WHEREAS, said agreement requires that one Municipal
Representative be appointed by the Governing Body of the community
to be part of the Community Development Regional Committee for the
term of one year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1 through
June 30, 2004-2005.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body hereby
appoints Neil Grant, Borough Clerk, as its representative to
participate on the Open State Trust Regional Committee.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - announced that the Borough’s summer music and
movie series begins next Wednesday, June 16th at Constitution Park
at 7:00 p.m. “Chicago” will be shown on June 16th and “Bringing Up
Baby” on June 23rd.  

He stated that on Saturday, June 21st at 1:00 p.m. at the Fort
Lee Historic Park Auditorium, two Abbott and Costello classics will
be shown: “Who Done It?” and “Pardon My Sarong”.              

Councilman Sokolich - thanked Julia Ticola, James Viola and Neil
Grant for accepting the appointments that they were nominated for
tonight.  It is another good example of the type of volunteer work
that goes on through the entire Borough.  This includes Little
League and softball coaches. Without the donated hours the
volunteers put in, there would be no leagues for the children to
participate in.

He met with Councilman Sargenti, Fire Chief Thomas Bernard,
and the rest of the Executive Board of the Fire Department.  He
started touring some of the fire houses.  He stated that the
citizens of Fort Lee should feel very well-protected.  He feels
that the Borough has the best Fire Department in Bergen County.  It
is his goal that the equipment and services be well-maintained.

He stated that there will be a meeting of the Beautification
Committee on Tuesday, June 15th at 7:00 p.m. at the Judge Moore
House meeting room.  

He spoke to the Clean Communities program that is run by



Richard Radoian.  The Borough has been allocated a $39,000 grant 
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from the State to operate the program this year.  If more than the
grant money is spent, the Parking Authority picks up the balance.
It offers employment to the young kids in the town who do a good 
job in painting curbs and keeping the Borough’s streets clean. 

Councilwoman Kasofsky - announced that she is the new liaison to
the Health Department.  She mentioned that every Tuesday there is
a child health clinic for children up to age five at the Health
Department from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Children receive
physicals and immunizations at no charge.  On Thursdays there are
free checkups for senior citizens.

She urged residents to register to vote for the upcoming
general election in November.  Voter registration forms and
absentee ballot requests can be obtained from the Borough Clerk’s
Office.

Councilman Cervieri - announced that on Monday, June 14th, the
Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce will hold a general membership
luncheon at the Assembly Steakhouse & Seafood Grill in Englewood
Cliffs.  The guest speaker is Congressman Steven Rothman. The
luncheon, which begins at noon, will also feature the presentation
of the Chamber’s annual beautification awards, as well as the
induction of the Chamber’s Board of Directors for fiscal year 2004-
2005.  All members of the Borough Council and Fort Lee Borough
Department Heads are invited to attend at the members rate of
$30.00.  For further information contact the Chamber at 201-944-
7575.

He also announced that on Saturday, June 26th, the United
Homeowners Association of Fort Lee will hold its 50th anniversary
celebration at the Recreation Center on Stillwell Avenue from 11:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The event will include tables showcasing local
businesses and organizations.  There will be children’s activities,
door prizes and food.  For further information contact Nina
Levinson at 201-592-0339.

He congratulated and commended all those people who took
part and volunteered their time and effort to make last weekend’s
street fair a true success, in spite of the threatening weather.
He took one of the historic bus tours and stated that Tom Meyers,
who was the tour guide, gave a tremendous presentation of the
historic sites in Fort Lee.  He commended the Cultural and Historic
Committee and the Centennial Committee for putting the entire
weekend of events together.

Councilman Villano - stated that it is an unusual year in Fort Lee.
The homeowners are celebrating their 50th anniversary, the high
school its 75th anniversary, Bethany Methodist Church is celebrating
its 100th anniversary, the Borough of Fort Lee is celebrating its
100th birthday and St. Rocco’s is celebrating its 75th anniversary.

He announced that the Borough’s Advisory  Committee for the
Disabled is holding a sensitivity session on June 17th for the
Bergen County Clerks’ Association.  Other sessions have been held
in the past for numerous Borough personnel.  The sessions deal with
how to handle a disabled person.

He mentioned that the Second Look Shoppe is open on Thursday
and Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and on Saturday from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Donations can be made during these hours at the
Madonna rectory or by calling 201-835-3491.  All monies received
benefit the Fort Lee Community Fund and the Madonna Youth Group. 



He said that the summer recreation program is soon to begin.
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Last year there were over 750 campers.  It is one of the best
summer programs offered in the State.  A DARE program is offered.
This year an all sports program is being offered which will
introduce fifteen different sports to the kids.  Cheryl Westeyn,
Recreation Director, does a great job.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker   Subject Response

James Viola          .Korean-American Memorial    Mr. Sokolich
141 Cedar Street       Wall Monument              Mr. Cervieri

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and
carried at 8:45 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                           Thursday, May 27, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this
meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted at
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid
the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of providing
notice.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter had no special report tonight.

He requested that the governing body go into a short closed
session on matters that are best described as:

Property Acquisition and Potential Litigation 

RESOLUTION FOR EXCLUDING THE PUBLIC

Mr. Grant read the following notice:

     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a Public Body to go into
closed session during a Public Meeting; and

     WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Fort Lee has deemed it
necessary to go into closed session to discuss certain matters
which are exempted from the Public; and

     WHEREAS, the regular meeting of this Governing Body will
reconvene,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee will go into closed session for the
following reason(s) as outlined in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12;

Property Acquisition
Potential Litigation

Mr. Cervieri recused himself on the matters stated above and
did not attend the closed session portion of the meeting.
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Mr. Pohan added that not only is there potential litigation,
there is existing litigation.

 
On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan

and approved on the following roll call, the meeting moved into
closed session at 8:05 p.m. to discuss the above items.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
  Kasofsky

ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri

The minutes of the discussion in closed session may be
disclosed when the Mayor and Council has determined that the need
for confidentiality has been satisfied.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the closed portion of the meeting was adjourned and the
regular meeting reconvened at this point in time at 8:20 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Villano,
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 13, 2004 Regular
Meeting were approved with Councilman Cervieri abstaining.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-26 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 40,
“Vehicles and Traffic” Fee Schedule and Other Various Sections of
the Borough Code to Increase the Fines for Violations and Penalties
by $2.00

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-26 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 41 OF THE FORT LEE CODE,
ENTITLED ‘SURCHARGE FOR PARKING/TRAFFIC FINES,’ AND AMENDING
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 40, CHAPTER 216, SECTION 6(35) AND CHAPTER 289
SECTIONS 15B AND 36I TO IMPLEMENT THE ADDITIONAL FINE AUTHORIZED
HEREBY” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the
public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June
10, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-27 - Bond Ordinance for Acquisition of Real
Property at 95 Main Street, Block 4805, Lots 2-4 - $2,250,000

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-27 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING
FOR THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT
LEE AND APPROPRIATING $2,250,000 THEREFORE, AND PROVIDING FOR THE
ISSUANCE OF $2,137,500 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
TO FINANCE THE SAME,” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the
public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
June 10, 2004.
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AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky

ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-28 - Acquisition of Real Property by Purchase
or Condemnation - 95 Main Street, Block 4805, Lots 2-4

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Villano,
and carried, Ord. #2004-28 entitled, “ORDINANCE FOR THE ACQUISITION
OF REAL PROPERTY BY PURCHASE OR CONDEMNATION CONSISTING OF LOTS
2,3, AND 4 IN BLOCK 4805 AS SHOWN ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND COMMONLY KNOWN AS 95 MAIN STREET IN THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the
public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June
10, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky

ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2004-22 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-14 Schedule (B)
for Non-Union Employees

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2004-
22 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-14
ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-
UNION EMPLOYEES.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-23 - Amending Chapter 316, Section 1, Public
Records - Fees for Copying Borough Documents

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-23 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 316, SECTION 1, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
ENTITLED FEES FOR COPIES AND SERVICES.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.
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Ordinance #2004-24 - Amending Chapter 42, Section 2A, Advisory
Committee for the Disabled - Composition to Include a
Representative From General Services

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-24 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER
42, SECTION 2, COMPOSITION OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE
DISABLED, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE CODE.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Cervieri, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.

Ordinance #2004-25 - Amending Ord. #2004-17 - Chapter 388,
Section 44, Schedule IV: Parking Prohibited on Main Street Monday
Through Sunday From 5:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-25 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION
44, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked why the ordinance also
includes weekend days in it.

Mr. Cervieri replied that the weekend language was added so
that the Parking Authority can clean the streets on the weekends as
well as weekdays.  It only prohibits from 5:00 a.m. until 8:00 a.m.

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan
the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

Mr. Cervieri recused himself with regard to this discussion
and left the podium to sit in the audience at this point in the
meeting.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13.

CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by the
Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                               $15,849,766.16
Capital                                          635,648.74
Trust (Accutrack)                                 47,949.56
Trust (Old)                                        2,730.00
Police Activity Account                           25,380.48
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,841.30
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Senior Citizen Computer Account                         n/a
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a
Centennial Fund                                         n/a
Wedding Fees                                            n/a
Trip Admissions                                      214.00
Multiple Dwelling                                    109.12
Construction Fees                                       n/a
Special Dog Account                                   58.80
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                          n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,823.94
Redemption Account                                32,030.87

CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Applications for Ralph
Etienne and Samuel Ghali for Fire Company #3 and Jr. Auxiliary
Applications for Vincent Jones for Fire Company #2 and Anthony
Romano for Fire Company #4

The auxiliary and jr. auxiliary firefighter applications for
Ralph Entienne, Samuel Ghali, Vincent Jones and Anthony Romano were
approved.

CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Seasonal Spring/Summer Employees
for Communications Department and Administration Office - $9.00
Hourly

WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal positions exist within the
Communications Department and Administration Office, and the Mayor
and Council have determined that these positions should be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired for
spring/summer help, at the hourly rates of compensation listed,
respectively:

Employee’s Name:  Department Hourly Rate: Start

John G. Reuter    Communications   $9.00     June 28th      
Kelly Reuter      Administration   $9.00     June 7th

CA-4 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for a New Fire Engine Truck
for Fire Company #1

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for: 

. Replacement of Fire Engine Truck #5 (Fire Company #1)

CA-5 - Adopting Appraisal Report Submitted by Hannoch Appraisal
Company and to Approve Purchase Price for Lands Commonly
Known as 95 Main Street, Block 4805, Lots 2-4

         RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT, APPROVE AND ADOPT THE             
         APPRAISAL SUBMITTED BY HANNOCH APPRAISAL COMPANY        
         AND TO APPROVE PURCHASE PRICE FOR LANDS COMMONLY        
         KNOWN AS 95 MAIN STREET IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE      
         AND BEING SHOWN AS LOTS 2,3 AND 4 IN BLOCK 4805 ON      
         THE TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has commissioned an appraisal
of Lots 2,3 and 4 in Block 4805, commonly known as 95 
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Main Street in the Borough of Fort Lee, by the Hannoch Appraisal 
Company pursuant to the intention of the Borough to condemn the
said property for the public purpose of road realignment, road
widening and construction of a municipal parking garage; and

     WHEREAS, the Hannoch Appraisal Company has performed an
appraisal of Lots 2,3 and 4 in Block 4805 which appraises the fee
simple estate for the land, which is unimproved, and has submitted
the appraisal to the Borough for acceptance, approval and adoption
for the purpose of setting the offer and/or purchase price to be
paid for the said property; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough has, upon prior written notice from the
owner of the subject property, been requested to forego efforts to
effect a voluntary purchase and negotiation of the aforementioned
property and to initiate formal condemnation proceedings to obtain
title thereto,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the report of appraisal
dated May 3, 2004, submitted by the Hannoch Appraisal Company
appraising the fee simple title in property constituting Lots 2,3
and 4 in Block 4805, commonly know as 95 Main Street, and which
report has been submitted to and reviewed by this governing body
and which further sets the appraised value of the afore-described
property as being the sum of $2,100,000.00 as of March 18, 2004, is
hereby approved, accepted and adopted; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Director of the Office of
Economic Development, Special Redevelopment Counsel and
Condemnation Counsel be and the same are hereby authorized to
provide a copy of the appraisal report to the owner of record of
the above-reference property, Ha S. and Myung S. Chung, the owners
of record and in accordance with the request of the owners, to
proceed without further negotiation as to price to initiate
condemnation proceedings pursuant to the Eminent Domain Act of
1971, N.J.S.A. 20:3-1, et seq., and in compliance with the
requirements of the Local Land and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-
1, et seq., and the requirements of such ordinances authorizing the
taking of the subject property to proceed therewith upon the
certification of available funds pursuant to the passing of the
requisite bonding ordinance and the availability of same; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor or his designee, the
Director of Economic Development, shall be authorized to execute
and Offer to Purchase the subject property at the established
purchase price of $2,100,000.00 as set forth in approved Hannoch
appraisal.  

CA-6 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering, South
Hackensack, for Improvements to the Bluff Road Service Area
for the Rehabilitation of the Sanitary Sewer System - $60,000

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee plan
to institute improvements to the Bluff Road service area, including
the rehabilitation of the sanitary sewer system, a new stormwater
collection system, and pavement rehabilitation (collectively, the
“Buff Road Project”);and

     WHEREAS, the Borough has obtained funding for Phase I of the
above-referenced project from the New Jersey Environmental
Infrastructure Trust Fund; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough requires the services of a professional
engineer to develop an appropriate project design, plans and
specifications suitable for public bidding; and
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     WHEREAS, the appropriate engineer for the project has been
determined,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey,
as follows:

     1.  Boswell Engineering of 330 Phillips Avenue, P.O. Box 3152,
South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 is awarded the contract to
provide engineering services for the Bluff Road Project.  Boswell
Engineering shall prepare a final design, plans and specifications
for the Bluff Road Project.

     2.  Boswell Engineering shall review record drawings, the
infrastructure loan design manual, reports, and documents
pertaining to the project area, and shall conduct all necessary
field observations.

     3.  Boswell Engineering shall develop a final design for the
Bluff Road Project.

     4.  Boswell Engineering shall develop final plans and
specifications in a form and manner suitable for public bidding and
consistent with the requirements of the State of New Jersey.
Boswell Engineering shall coordinate with the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection.

     5.  Boswell Engineering shall perform the following
engineering services during the bidding phase of the Bluff Road
Project: {a} answer questions from prospective bidders; {b} issue
addenda, as required; {c} analyze bids; and {d} provide a letter of
recommendation of award to the Borough.

     6.  Boswell Engineering shall provide the foregoing services
according to its current rate schedule on a time and material basis
in an amount not to exceed $60,000.

     7.  Boswell Engineering shall commence work within two (2)
weeks of this Resolution.

     8.  Subject to the timely review and approval of the New
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Boswell Engineering
shall prepare the specifications for bidding in the Fall of 2004.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the project.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and contract
are available in the Borough Clerk’s office.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise
the award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-7 - Awarding Contract to Fireworks by Grucci, Inc., Brookhaven,
New York, for July 4th Fireworks' Display - $20,000

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to conduct a fire
works display for the Fourth of July, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the Borough has negotiated with Fireworks by Grucci,
Inc., for the provision of same,

WHEREAS, the Borough believes that the services to be provided
are in the nature of a Extraordinary Unspecifiable Service (EUS),
and therefore need not be publicly bid,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor be and he is hereby authorized
and directed to execute an agreement with Fireworks by Grucci,
Inc., Brookhaven, New York who shall provide for transportation of
personnel, equipment and fireworks to the Borough of Fort Lee,
coordinate logistical needs and implementation of the fireworks
display; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize
Grucci, Inc. to apply for a firework’s permit from the Fire
Prevention Bureau; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amount to be paid for the
services and goods to be provided shall be in the total sum of
$20,000, subject to the contractor providing sufficient insurance,
to be reviewed and approved by the Borough Attorney; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has
certified that funds are available for this contract; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise
the awarding of this professional contract; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and the
contract shall be maintained by the Borough Clerk for public
inspection.

CA-8 - Amending Contract of Dean Marchetto Architects, P.C. for
Revised Construction Drawings for the Modification to the
Antenna Plan in the New Community Center Parking Lot - $6,000

   WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
awarded a contract to Dean Marchetto Architects, P.C., Hoboken,
New Jersey on April 25, 2002 to complete the design of the new
community center and open space park; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough has requested revised construction
drawings for the modification to the antenna plan in the parking
lot; and

WHEREAS, the scope of services is outlined in the May 13th

proposal that was sent to the Borough by Dean Marchetto;

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee that the contract of Dean Marchetto Architects,
PC, 1225 Willow Avenue, Hoboken, New Jersey, be and is hereby
amended by $6,000 to include the revised construction drawings as
indicated in his proposal; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award is conditioned
upon the Chief Financial Officer’s written certification of the
existence of present funding for this purpose; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall maintain
a copy of this resolution, along with the updated proposal, in the
office of the Borough Clerk for public inspection.

CA-9 - Amending Contract of Dennis Oury, Special Economic
Development Counsel by $50,000 - ($100,000 Total)

WHEREAS the Borough of Fort Lee previously entered into an
agreement with Dennis Oury, as Special Economic Development Counsel
on January 4, 2004 in the amount of $50,000; and
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WHEREAS, Mr. Oury has been representing the Office of Economic
Development on various matters; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Oury has submitted invoices that have been
applied to the $50,000 authorized in his original contract; and

     WHEREAS the Borough wishes to continue to use the services of
Mr. Oury for the many matters that he is currently involved in with
the Office of Economic Development, 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee that the agreement between the Borough and Mr.
Oury, be and is hereby amended so that Mr. Oury’s contract be
increased by $50,000 of which monies must be authorized and
approved by the Director of Office of the Economic Development; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award hereof is subject to and
conditioned upon the availability of funding as to be 
certified by the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall serve as the
amendment to the existing contract, and same shall be annexed to
the contract and maintained by the Borough Clerk for public
inspection, according to law. 

CA-10 - Awarding Contract to Paul Phillips of the Firm Abeles,
Phillips, Preiss & Shapiro, New York, New York, for
Preparation of Various Redevelopment Studies, Re-examination of the
Master Plan and Proposed Impact of Zoning on Lands East of Lemoine
Avenue - $75,000

WHEREAS, the Office of Economic Development is in need of a
Planner for the multitude of projects that it is currently involved
in; and 

WHEREAS, the firm of Abeles, Phillips, Preiss and Shapiro,
Inc., was awarded a contract by the Borough of Fort Lee in 2003 to
reconcile and update the Borough’s zoning ordinances; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to continue to engage the services
of a professional planner in order to accomplish the above and the
following in 2004:

a. Redevelopment Studies for Areas 1-4 (Began in 2003)
b. Re-examination of the Borough’s Master Plan
c. Proposed Impact of Zoning on Lands East of Lemoine Ave.

and;

WHEREAS, that the aforesaid award of contract is a specific
exception to the public bidding laws as a professional service
contract, thereby dispensing with the necessity of public bidding,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee that Paul Phillips, of Abeles, Phillips, Preiss
& Shapiro, Inc., 434 Sixth Avenue, New York, New York 10011, be and
he is hereby appointed and directed to undertake a complete review
of the items listed above; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the fee to be paid for said
services shall be in the total amount of $75,000; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award of this
contract is subject to and conditioned upon written certification
from the Chief Financial Officer of the current availability of 
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funds; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to prepare, and the Mayor to
execute, an appropriate contract for the aforesaid purpose; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and the
contract shall be kept on record in the Borough Clerk’s Office for
public inspection, pursuant to law.

CA-11 - Awarding Contract to Schoor DePalma, Manalapan, New Jersey,
for Professional Engineering Services for Initial Traffic Analysis
With Regard to the Helmsley Property and Other Traffic Engineering
Projects - $75,000

WHEREAS, the Office of Economic Development is in need of a
Traffic Engineer for the multitude of projects that it is currently
involved in; and 

WHEREAS, the firm of Schoor DePalma, was awarded a contract
by the Borough of Fort Lee in 2003 for various traffic engineering
related projects; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to continue to engage the services
of a professional traffic engineer in order to accomplish the
following in 2004:

a. Fleet Bank Parking Lot/Garage
b. Initial Traffic Analysis for Town & County/Helmsley

         Project
c. Other Traffic Analysis

and;

WHEREAS, that the aforesaid award of contract is a specific
exception to the public bidding laws as a professional service
contract, thereby dispensing with the necessity of public bidding,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough Attorney be and he is hereby
authorized and directed to prepare, and the Mayor to execute, a
contract retaining Schoor DePalma, 200 State Highway 9, Box 900,
Manalapan, New Jersey, to perform such professional services, as
stated above; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the fee to be paid for said
services shall be in the total amount of $75,000; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award of this
contract is subject to and conditioned upon written certification
from the Chief Financial Officer of the current availability of
funds; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to prepare, and the Mayor to
execute, an appropriate contract for the aforesaid purpose; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and the
contract shall be kept on record in the Borough Clerk’s Office for
public inspection, pursuant to law.

CA-12 - Awarding Contract to John Curley, LLC., Hoboken, New
Jersey, as Special Condemnation Counsel - Fee Not to Exceed $10,000

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
desire to acquire certain properties with the Borough by means of
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the powers granted to the Borough by the Eminent Domain Act of
1971, N.J.S.A. 20:3-1 et seq.; and

     WHEREAS, there exists a need on behalf of the Borough for the
services of Special Condemnation Counsel to represent the Borough
in connection with certain condemnation matters; and

     WHEREAS, there exists a need on behalf of the Borough for the
services of a special counsel to represent the Borough on certain
specified legal matters where the Borough Attorney is unable to
serve; and

     WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, such
services are recognized as “professional services”, as same shall
be performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance
of such services requires knowledge of and advanced type in a field
of learning acquired by a prolonged formal course of specialized
instruction in study; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough desires to enter into a contract
memorializing the scope of such professional services and the
compensation to be paid therefore; and

     WHEREAS, the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law provides
that a contract for professional services may be awarded without
competitive bidding; and

     WHEREAS, the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award of a contract for
professional services without competitive bids, and the contract
itself, must be available for public inspection; and

     WHEREAS, the appointment by the Borough of the following
professional is necessary for its efficient operations:

          John J. Curley, LLC - Special Condemnation Counsel,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee as follows:

     1.  That the law firm of John J. Curley, LLC, 5 Marie View
Plaza, Suite 320, Hoboken, New Jersey 07020 is hereby appointed to
serve as Special Condemnation Counsel to the Borough of Fort Lee
for the year 2004 to perform certain specified legal services at
the pleasure of the Borough; which appointment should continue
until the Borough’s re-organization meeting in January 2005.

     2.  That the Borough shall enter into a contract with the law
firm of John J. Curley, LLC for the provision of Special
Condemnation Counsel services.

     3.  That the Special Condemnation Counsel is hereby authorized
to work on the following designated matters without further
authorization by the Borough at the hourly fee of $190, not to
exceed the total sum of $10,000, without further resolution by the
Governing Body:
     
         {a} Condemnation of the Skeleton Building, 173 Bridge   
             Plaza;

         {b} Condemnation of the Chung Property, 95 Main Street;

         {c} Condemnation of such other properties as seen fit by
             the Director of Economic Development; 
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     4.  That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding
as a professional services contract in accordance with N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a).

     5.  That the Mayor and Borough Administrator are hereby
authorized to execute the contract with John J. Curley, LLC on
behalf of the Borough and such contract shall be placed on file and
made available for public inspection in the office of the Borough
Clerk.

     6.  That notice of this contract award shall be duly published
in the form prescribed by law.

     7.  That the Borough Chief Financial Officer has certified
that funds are or will be available for this purpose.   

CA-13 - Amending Council Committee Assignments

Committee Liaisons as of 5/27/04

Beautification......................................Mark Sokolich
Fire...............................Michael Sargenti/Mark Sokolich
Health...............................................Ila Kasofsky
Historic............................................Mark Sokolich
Holidays............................................Mark Sokolich
Senior Citizens...................................Joseph Cervieri

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, commented and had questions
pertaining to CA-5, CA-6, CA-8, CA-9, CA-12 and CA-10.

Messrs. Cohen, Alter and Pohan responded to CA-5.  Ms. Thomas
and Mr. Villano spoke to CA-6.  Ms. Thomas answered CA-8.
Mayor Alter replied to CA-9 and CA-12.  Ray Levy, Director of
Economic Development, responded to CA-10.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Sokolich, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13) was
approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
  Kasofsky

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

RESOLUTIONS

Councilman Cervieri did not take part during this portion of
the meeting and continued to remain in the audience.

R-1 - Amending Temporary Capital Budget

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Vilano seconded,
the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the
2004 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting
therein the following project,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee as follows:

Section 1.  The 2004 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule
to read as follows:
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Temporary Capital Budget of the
Borough of Fort Lee
County of Bergen

Projects Scheduled for 2004
Method of Financing

                                  Capital
 Est.       Improvement    

Project      Costs          Fund           Bonds

Acquisition of     $2,250,000     $112,500       $2,137,500
 Real Property
 95 Main Street

Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of Local
Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State of New
Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this project for
2004 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 2004 Permanent
Capital Budget as adopted. 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

R-2 - Requesting Fort Lee Planning Board to Review Tax Block 
4801, Lots 1,3,7,8,9,10 and 11, Block 4802, Lot 1 and Block 4803,
Lot 1 to Determine if it Meets Legal Criteria as an Area in Need of
Redevelopment

Councilman Sokolich introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded,
the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has
determined that the properties described on the attached list, and
referred to as Area 5 below, should be preliminarily investigated
by the Borough of Fort Lee Planning Board and that the Board should
conduct a public hearing to determine whether to recommend to the
Mayor and Council that this area meets the criteria to be declared
an area in need of redevelopment as defined in the Local
Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq., as
amended; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council to provide
for a preliminary investigation of the area to make said
determination,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee, New Jersey that:

Section 1.  The Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee is
hereby authorized to make an investigation and, in connection
therewith, to hold a public hearing to determine whether to
recommend to the Mayor and Council that the area described below
meets the criteria to be declared an area in need of redevelopment
as defined by the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law,
N.J.S.A.40A:12A-1 et seq., as amended:

Area 5

The area consisting of Tax Block 4801, Lot 1, (2018-2038
Lemoine Avenue and Block 4801, Lot 3, (181 Main Street), as
specifically described on the attached list. 
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     Formerly known as Block 4801, Lots 1,3,7,8,9,10,11
   Block 4802, Lot 1
   Block 4803, Lot 1

Section 2.  This resolution shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

Passage of this resolution will allow the Borough of Fort Lee
Planning Board to conduct a preliminary investigation and hold a
public hearing to determine whether to recommend to the Mayor and
Council that Area 5, as described on the attached list, should be
declared an area in need of redevelopment.

Properties to be Included as Part of Area in Need of Redevelopment
Preliminary Investigation

Area 5

Tax Block 4801, Lot 1 (2018-2038 Lemoine Avenue)

Tax Block 4801, Lot 3 (181 Main Street)

Formerly Known as Block 4801, Lots 1,3,7,8,9,10,11
         Block 4802, Lot 1
         Block 4803, Lot 1

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

COUNCIL REPORTS

Mr. Cervieri returned to his council seat for the remainder of
the meeting.

Councilman Pohan - announced the following Fort Lee events:

1.  June 2nd at the Fort Lee Historic Park Auditorium at
          7:00 p.m. - Documentary filmmaker Vince Gargiulo
          will introduce his documentary on Palisades Amusement
          Park.  Admission is free.

2.  June 5th from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. - Fort Lee Art &
          Music Fair on Main Street between Center Avenue and
          Lemoine Avenue.

3.  June 6th at the Fort Lee Historic Park Auditorium at
          2:00 p.m. - Black Maria Film Festival.  Various        
          works of New Jersey filmmakers will be screened.       
          Admission is free.

4.  June 16th at Constitution Park at 7:00 p.m. the annual  
          summer movie and music series will commence with a     
     showing of “Chicago”.  Admission is free.

5.  June 19th at the Fort Lee Historic Park Auditorium at
          1:00 p.m. - Two Abbott and Costello classics will be
          shown: “Who Done It?” and “Pardon My Sarong”.          
          Admission: $5.00 donation.

Councilman Sokolich - mentioned that he recently attended the
following three special events:
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1.  Korean-American Jaycees Installation dinner.  Jonathon
          Kim was installed as President.

2.  Presentation of the history of Fort Lee as presented by 
          the students of the Lewis F. Cole Middle School.  

He added that the stories and the information provided by the
students were incredible.  The work they put forth was
inspirational.   

3.  Fort Lee High School Awards Ceremony.  

He said that it is important to acknowledge the presenters and
the people who put together the banquet.  The presenters who
awarded the students were so enthusiastic.  It is that enthusiasm
that permits the students to do great things.  Everyone should be
proud of the products that the school system is turning out.  

He also congratulated Dr. Alfred Kulik for being voted in the
Fort Lee High School Hall of Fame.

He noted that now that he has his council committee liaison
assignments, he looks forward to participating in those committees.

Councilman Villano - mentioned that he also attended the high
school academic awards last night.  He also offered his
congratulations to Dr. Kulik.  He said that the colleges that the
students will be attending in September are very impressive.

He read the following announcement from the Fort Lee Police
Department:

“In an effort to reduce injuries and fatal motor vehicle
accidents the Police Department will be participating in the
nationwide ‘Click It or Ticket” program.  The enforcement of the
seatbelt law will be on a 24 hour a day, 7 day a week basis, May
24th through June 6th.  During the program the Police Department
will strictly enforce all seatbelt laws.  With traffic safety in
mind, any violation of either the required use of seatbelt laws or
the child passenger restraint system law will be subject to
receiving a summons.”

He stated that the Second Look Shoppe is open every Thursday
and Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00 a.m
to 2:00 p.m. in the basement of the Madonna Rectory.  The Second
Look Shoppe is a partnership between Madonna Church and the Fort
Lee Community Fund. 

Councilman Sargenti - mentioned that he also attended the academic
awards.  He wished all of the young adults best of luck in the
future.  The presenters do a nice job presenting the awards to the
students.

He thanked Joseph Licata, Emergency Management Director, for
letting him attend an Emergency Management meeting that was put on
by the New Jersey State Police in Spotswood.  The State Troopers
and State Emergency Management representatives gave instructions to
what local emergency management offices are legally allowed to do
and what impact emergency management has on the local level.

He said the Fort Lee Recreation Department Summer Day Camp
will be held from Tuesday, June 29th through Friday, July 30th from
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Registration will begin on Monday, June
7th.  For further information contact the Recreation
Department at 201-592-3612.
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He mentioned that the Borough’s five wading pools will open on
Monday, June 28, 2004.  The hours of operation for the pools are
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., seven days a week.  Registration for
wading pool badges will begin on Monday, June 14th at the
Recreation Department.  Badges are free to Fort Lee residents. The
badges must be worn at all times.  Proof of residency is also
required.  He said that attendants are on-duty, but he urged
parents to stay with their children while their children are using
the wading pools.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - announced that Michael Dressler, Bergen
County Surrogate, will be making a presentation at the Fort Lee
Library on Thursday, June 17th at 7:00 p.m.  Some of the items to
be discussed will be wills, probate procedures, power of attorney
and guardianship.  For further information contact the library at
201-592-3627.

She mentioned that as part of the Borough’s street fair next
Saturday, the Fort Lee Artists’ Guild Festival will be held from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

She added that the library will be showing different movies on
June 24th, July 22nd and August 26th.  All movies begin at 2:00
p.m.  For a list of the movies, contact the library at 201-592-
3627.

She reminded everyone that the Memorial Day ceremony honoring
the veterans will be held on Monday, May 31st at Borough Hall
beginning at 11:00 a.m.

She wished everyone a safe, happy and healthy Memorial Day
holiday.  

Councilman Cervieri - announced on behalf of the Fort Lee
Centennial Committee, the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce, and
the Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs, that the Borough will be
holding its second spring celebration of the arts.  It will take
place during the weekend of June 5th and June 6th.  On June 5th,
an art show, a Harley Davidson motorcycle display and a guided
jitney tour of historic places in Fort Lee are just some of the
events being offered.  There will also be crafts, vendors, music
and food served.  All events are free to the public.  On June 6th
the Black Maria film festival will be held at 2:00 p.m.

He acknowledged the veterans who made the sacrifices so that
people can enjoy their freedom in the United States. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker      Subject Response

Nina Levinson       .Memorial Day Events
1560 West St.

Anna Lypinski       .Linwood Park Presentation
400 Park Place        Thanked Mayor Alter for
                      Attending

.High School Concert Mr. Cervieri

.Bus Service Offered by
                      Parking Authority for
                      Various Events
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.Enforcement of Delivery      Ms. Thomas
                      Trucks and/or Cars          Mr. Cervieri
                      Parked in Bus Stops         Mayor Alter

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti,
and carried at 9:10 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                           Thursday, May 13, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Sokolich,
                Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky

ABSENT:  Councilman Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this
meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted at
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid
the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of providing
notice.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter had no report tonight.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 15,
2004 Executive Session were approved.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan,
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 22, 2004 Regular
Meeting were approved.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan,
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 6, 2004 Executive
Session were approved.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-22 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-14 Schedule (B)
for Non-Union Employees

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Villano,
and carried, Ord. #2004-22 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY
ORDINANCE #2002-14 ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES
AND CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES” was introduced and passed on first
reading.
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The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the
public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 27,
2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky 

Ordinance #2004-23 - Amending Chapter 316, Section 1, Public
Records - Fees for Copying Borough Documents

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-23 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 316, SECTION 1, OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE ENTITLED FEES FOR COPIES AND SERVICES” was
introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously , and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 27, 2004.

Ordinance #2004-24 - Amending Chapter 42, Section 2A, Advisory
Committee for the Disabled - Composition to Include a
Representative From General Services

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan,
and carried, Ord. #2004-24 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 42, SECTION 2, COMPOSITION OF THE ADVISORY
COMMITTEE FOR THE DISABLED, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
CODE,” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public hearing
relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 27, 2004.

Ordinance #2004-25 - Amending Ord. #2004-17 - Chapter 388,
Section 44, Schedule IV: Parking Prohibited on Main Street Monday
Through Sunday From 5:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan,
and carried, Ord. #2004-25 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER
388, SECTION 44, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH
OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public hearing
relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 27, 2004.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2004-20 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-14 for White
Collar Employees - Establishing Title, Salary and Salary Range for
Inventory Control Clerk

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2004-
20 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-14
ESTABLISHING TITLE, SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES
AND NON-UNION EMPLOYEES.”

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if this was a new
position and title.

Ms. Thomas stated that the position has been filled from the
outside, and not by a transfer of a current Borough employee. 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman 
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Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan,
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky

Ordinance #2004-21 - Capital Ordinance for Streetscape Project
Phase IIA - $250,000 (Federal Grant)

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-21 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE
COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $250,000 TO BE RECEIVED
FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION FOR THE DOWNTOWN PEDESTRIAN
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (PHASE IIA STREETSCAPE PROJECT) IN AND BY THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan,
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sokolich, Villano, Sargenti,
            Kasofsky

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan,
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing
was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-6.

CA-1 - Approving Firefighter Application for Jeffrey Pascale for
Fire Company #2

The firefighter application for Jeffrey Pascale for Fire
Company #2 was approved.

CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Three Employees for Spring/Summer
Seasonal Help for the Parks Department and Police Department -
$10.00 Hourly

WHEREAS, annual part-time positions exist within the Parks
Department and Police Department and the Mayor and Council have
determined that these positions should be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired at the
hourly rate of compensation listed, respectively:

Employee’s Name: Department Hourly Rate: Start

     George Ruby         Parks              $10.00   Immediately
Boris Efraimov      Parks              $10.00   Immediately
Courtney Dorian     Police             $10.00   May 17th

CA-3 - Awarding Contract to Dennis Oury of the Law Offices of
Dennis J. Oury, L.L.C. as Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney for
2004 - $20,000

     BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby 
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authorized and directed to execute a contract for Professional
Service as follows:

Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney

     Dennis Oury of the Law Offices of Dennis J. Oury, L.L.C.,
      1 University Plaza, Suite 601, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601

     Fee $20,000 Annually Less Payroll Deductions (Total $18,470)
      Plus $125.00 Hourly for Any Additional Litigation

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey
this contract is awarded without competitive bids as a
“Professional Service under the provisions of the Local Public
Contract Law”; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the $20,000 annual fee to be
paid to Dennis Oury of the law offices Dennis J. Oury, L.L.C.
will be paid through the payroll of the Borough of Fort Lee less
FICA and Medicare expenses at 7.65%; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is subject to the
availability of funds in the 2004 Municipal Budget as certified
by the Chief Financial Officer; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that notice of this action shall be
printed in an official newspaper of the Borough of Fort Lee, as
required by law within ten (10) days of its passage. 

CA-4 - Awarding Bid to Tilcon New York, Inc., Wharton, New
Jersey, for a Two (2) Year Asphalt Milling Service Contract -
$2.04 Per Square Yard

WHEREAS, sealed bids were called for and received on April
26, 2004 for a Two (2) Year Service Contract for Asphalt Milling
Services for the Borough of Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, eight (8) bid packages were issued and five (5)
bids were received as follows:

Tilcon New York Inc.
625 Mount Hope Road
Wharton, New Jersey 07885         Bid Price: $2.04 Square Yard

Marvec Construction Corporation
251 ½ Grove Avenue
P.O. Box 216
Verona, New Jersey 07044          Bid Price: $2.295 Square Yard

Rockborn Trucking & Excavation Inc.
331 Lakeside Boulevard
Hopatcong, New Jersey 07843       Bid Price: $2.45 Square Yard

A.J.M. Contractors, Inc.
71 Liberty Street
Passaic, New Jersey 07055         Bid Price: $3.50 Square Yard 

Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
859 Willow Grove Street
Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840    Bid Price: $4.09 Square Yard
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WHEREAS, this bid was reviewed by the Purchasing Consultant,



Borough Officials and the Borough Attorney for compliance, who
recommends the award to the low bidder subject to the
availability of funds from the Chief Financial Officer,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid is hereby
awarded to Tilcon New York, Inc, Wharton, New Jersey 07885 for a
two (2) year contract to provide asphalt milling services for the
Borough of Fort Lee at a cost of $2.04 per square year; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Attorney is hereby
directed to prepare said contract and the Mayor and Borough Clerk
are authorized to execute the contract with Tilcon New York Inc. 

CA-5 - Approving Change Order #2 for Lucas Electrical Company,
Inc., Windsor, New Jersey, for Installation of Two (2) Forty Foot
Musco Poles to Provide Lighting for the Handball Courts as Part
of the Refurbishment of the Recreation Center Tennis Courts -
$28,000

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that the following Change Order be approved:

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:     Refurbishing and Lighting of
Tennis Courts on Stillwell

                                   Avenue & Twelfth Street

CONTRACTOR:     Lucas Electric Company, Inc.
                                   Windsor, New Jersey
  
ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:           $363,000.00

COST OF CHANGE ORDER:             $ 28,000.00

COST OF PREVIOUS CHANGE ORDERS    $    850.00

NEW CONTRACT SUM:         $391,850.00

CHANGE ORDER NUMBER:              #2

NATURE OF CHANGES: Supply and Installation of Two (2) Forty Foot
           Musco Poles to Provide Lighting for Handball
                    Courts

CONTRACT #                        900570

CA-6 -Authorizing Execution of Agreement with Bergen County
Which Will Provide the Borough With Up to 7 Million Dollars in
Funding Over a Seven-Year Period Towards Improvements in the
Roadway Network in the Vicinity of Main Street and Hudson Terrace

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereinafter the “Borough”)
has negotiated an Agreement with the County of Bergen
(hereinafter the “County”) pursuant to which the County will
provide the Borough with up to $7 million over a seven-year
period to fund improvements to the roadway network in the
vicinity of vicinity of Main Street and Hudson Terrace; and

WHEREAS, over the past several years, commuter traffic in
Fort Lee has increased on the roadways leading to the George
Washing Bridge; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the agreement, the County will provide
funding to the Borough to alleviate these traffic conditions by
adding lanes to existing roadways, installing new traffic signals
and building new roadway links all of which will provide 
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additional capacity for traffic heading to and from the George
Washington Bridge; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed to be in the best interest of the
Borough of Fort Lee to enter into the Agreement,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee
hereby approves the aforesaid Agreement with the County of Bergen
pursuant to which the County will provide the Borough with up to
$7 million dollars in funding over a seven-year period towards
improvements in the roadway network in the vicinity of Main
Street and Hudson Terrace; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby
authorized, for an on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee, to
execute said Agreement.

     There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan, the
Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-6) was approved
unanimously.

Mr. Villano stated with regard to CA-6 that he wanted 
publicly to commend Mayor Alter and Ray Levy, Director of
Economic Development, for obtaining the money from Bergen County.

Mayor Alter replied that there was an unanimous vote from
the partisan Bergen County Freeholder Board.  Bergen County has a
$32,000,000 budget for improvements.  Getting $7,000,000 in one
year from the County would have been difficult.  In effect, the
Borough has a contract to receive $1,000,000 a year for seven
years.  There is an interest factor where the Borough will lose a
little money, but the $7,000,000 being received also will pull in
$7,000,000 from the Port Authority.  So the money going to be
received by the Borough is going to be $14,000,000.  He thanked
Mr. Villano for his comment.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - stated that the summer film festival will
begin on Wednesday, June 16th and will continue each and every
Wednesday through August.  The first film will be “Chicago”.

Councilman Sokolich - stated that he is familiarizing himself
with much of the Borough’s infrastructure.  He conducted a tour
of the Police facility last week.  He met with many of the
employees of the Department of Public Works and some of the
Borough’s Department Heads.  He also visited some of the
Borough’s ongoing construction projects and he toured the
Helmsley property so as to familiarize himself with some of the
issues that will be coming before the Council in the near future. 
Once his committee assignments are given to him, he will be able
to be more specific with his reports.

Councilman Villano - announced that the United Homeowners will be
running a program at the Fort Lee Library on Monday, May 24th at
7:30 p.m.  Bill Camal will be the guest speaker and program
coordinator and will be explaining what the library does and what
it has to offer for people of all ages.

He mentioned that the Borough has been awarded a $5,000
grant for the “Click-It or Ticket” program.
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Councilman Sargenti - stated that the Fort Lee Recreation
Department’s Summer Day Camp will begin on Tuesday, June 29th and
end Friday, July 30, 2004.  The camp’s hours are 9:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  There will be no camp on July
5th in honor of Independence Day.  Registration will be open to
all Fort Lee residents, from Kindergarten through grade 7. 
Campers will be assigned to one of three sites, according to age.

     Registration for the Summer Day Camp will begin on Monday,
June 7, 2004, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Recreation
Office on Stillwell Avenue.  The last day of registration will be
Friday, June 18, 2004.  First time registrants must bring proof
of age and proof of residency.  No utility bills or driver’s
licenses can be appected as proof of residency.

     The Borough’s five wading pools will open on Monday, June
28, 2004.  The hours of operation for the pools are 11:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., seven days a week.  Registration for wading pool
badges will be held at the Recreation Center from Monday, June
14th to Friday, June 25th from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., weekdays
only.  Thereafter, registration will be held at the Recreation
Office, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for the duration of the
summer.  Badges are free to Fort Lee residents.  Proof of
residency is also required.

     The Fort Lee Recreation Department in association with the
US Sports Institute, is pleased to announce it will be offering a
Multi-Sports Camp this summer.  Participants can expect a unique
experience by learning the skills of fifteen different sports
from around the world under the supervision of experienced
instructors.  The “low pressure” educational environment allows
children to grow in a positive atmosphere, while gaining life-
long skills.  Field hockey, cricket, lacrosse, soccer, netball
are just some of the sports.  This program will be offered to
boys and girls of all abilities, ages 5-14 years, at Constitution
Park from Monday through Friday, August 2nd - August 6th.  In case
of rain, camp will be held indoors at a site to be determined. 
For further information,  call the Recreation Department at 201-
592-3612.     

Councilwoman Kasofsky - announced the following two Fort Lee
Library activities and events:

1.  The library is one of many libraries participating in
the “Books and Bytes” celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the Bergen County Cooperative Library System (BCCLS).  During
the month of May, upon presentation of a library card, people
will receive 15% off their meal in thirty-one restaurants in the 
BCCLS area.  For further information contact the library at 201-
592-3628.

2.  On Saturday, May 15th at 2:00 p.m. accomplished stage
actress Page Heddon Wilson will be performing “Wives of the White
House.”  She previously did a one-woman performance of Eleanor
Roosevelt.

She announced that the Bergen County Utilities Authority
(BCUA) will be holding a computer and tire recycling event in
Mahwah on Saturday, May 22nd and again on Saturday, October 16th

from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The same recycling event will be
held in Paramus on Saturday, September 18th also from 9:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m.  For further information contact the BCUA at 201-
807-5825.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No one from the public came up to speak during this portion
of the meeting.

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sargenti,
and carried at 8:20 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                         Thursday, April 22, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky,
                Villano, Sargenti, Sokolich, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter asked Mr. Grant to read the following letter
from Kay Nest, Fort Lee Democratic Chairperson:

“Kindly be advised the Fort Lee Democratic Municipal Committee
interviewed three (3) candidates to fill the vacancy of
Councilperson.  They are as follows: Mark J. Sokolich, James
Viola, Sr., and Pamela S. Robins.

The Committee is recommending Mark J. Sokolich for the position
of Councilperson of Fort Lee replacing former Councilwoman, Joan
Voss.  We feel he is eminently qualified and would continue the
Mayor and Council’s mission for good government.”

RESOLUTIONS

R-1 - Appointment to Fill Council Vacancy

Mayor Alter nominated Mark Sokolich to fill the unexpired
term of Joan Voss until the November General Election.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, a vacancy exists on the Municipal Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, due to the resignation of the Honorable Joan Voss; and

     WHEREAS, the said resignation creates the need to fill the
unexpired term for a period up to and including November 2, 2004,
at which time the balance of the term will be filled in the
General Election, said unexpired term to expire December 31, 
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2006; and

     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:16-1 et seq. and more
specifically 40A:16-11, the Governing Body has unanimously
chosen, from the list of three eligible candidates supplied by
the Democratic Municipal Committee, Mark J. Sokolich, Esq. to
serve for the aforesaid unexpired term up to and including
November 2, 2004,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, that it hereby appoints Mark J. Sokolich, Esq. as a
member of the Municipal Council for a term up to and including
November 2, 2004.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

OATH OF OFFICE

Mark Sokolich was sworn in as a Councilman by Judge John
DeSheplo.  His wife Denise held the Bible, and his children
Daniel and Devin were also present as he took his Oath of Office.

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED

R-2 - Seating Arrangement and Order of Voting

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that the seating arrangement and order of voting of the
Borough Council for the year 2004 shall be as follows:

Council Members: Armand Pohan
                      Mark Sokolich

  Michael Villano
  Michael Sargenti
  Ila Kasofsky
  Joseph Cervieri

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

HISTORIC SOCIETY PRESENTATION

Lucille Bertram, Vice President of the Fort Lee Historical
Society, along with Robert Boylan, President of the Historical
Society, and other members of the Historical Society, presented
to the Mayor and Council the first ever published history of Fort
Lee.  The book has been in the works for the last two years.  Ms.
Bertram gave a brief overview of how the book came into being. 
The book was presented to the Mayor and Council in recognition of
what the Mayor and Council has given to the Historical Society
and to show the Mayor and Council that the Historical Society
will continue to work to showcase all of Fort Lee’s
accomplishments.

PROCLAMATIONS

P-1 - Veterans of Foreign Wars - Buddy Poppies    

     WHEREAS, the distribution of Buddy Poppies by the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States has been officially
recognized and endorsed by governmental leaders since 1922; and
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     WHEREAS, V.F.W. Buddy Poppies are assembled by disabled
veterans, and the proceeds of this worthy fund-raising campaign
are used exclusively for the benefit of disabled and needy
veterans, and the widows and orphans of deceased veterans; and

     WHEREAS, the basic purpose of the annual sale of Buddy
Poppies by the Veterans of Foreign Wars is eloquently reflected
in the desire to “Honor the Dead by Helping the Living”;
therefore

     I, Jack Alter, Mayor of the Borough of Fort Lee, do hereby
urge the citizens of this community to recognize the merits for
this cause by contributing generously to its support through your
donations for Buddy Poppies on the day set aside for the
distribution of these symbols of appreciation for the sacrifices
of our honored dead.

     I urge all patriotic citizens to wear a Buddy Poppy as mute
evidence of our gratitude to the men and women of this country
who have risked their lives in defense of the freedoms which we
continue to enjoy as American citizens.

VFW Post 2342 Commander James Viola, on behalf of Kay Nest,
welcomed Mark Sokolich aboard.  He stated that he will be a great
asset to the people and to the Mayor and Council of Fort Lee.

He added that any money collected with the selling of the
Buddy Poppies goes directly to the benefits of any veteran
regardless of what war they served in.

P-2 - Myasthenia Gravis Foundation

     WHEREAS, those who dedicate their time, effort and skills to
help others are among the most valued members of any community;
and

     WHEREAS, Myasthenia Gravis is a neuromuscular disease
striking children and adults, affecting control of voluntary
muscles and afflicting several hundred of our fellow New
Jerseyans; and

     WHEREAS, the Myasthenia Gravis Foundation, Inc. is a non-
profit organization founded, “to facilitate the timely diagnosis
and optimal care of individuals affected by myasthenia gravis and
closely related disorders, and to improve their lives through
programs of patient services, public information, medical
research, professional education, advocacy, and patient care”. 
This disease affects citizens of New Jersey more than any other
neuro-muscular disorder; and

     WHEREAS, the Garden State Chapter of the Myasthenia Gravis
Foundation will hold its Sixth Annual Myasthenia Gravis Walk-A-
Thon on May 9, 2004, to raise funds to help find a cure for this
neuromuscular disease,

     NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jack Alter, Mayor of the Borough of Fort
Lee, State of New Jersey, do thereby recognize and commend the 

GARDEN STATE CHAPTER OF THE
MYASTHENIA GRAVIS FOUNDATION, INC.

and extend best wishes for a successful event.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 8, 2004
Executive Session were approved with Councilman Sokolich
abstaining.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 8, 2004
Regular Meeting were approved with Council Members Sokolich and
Villano abstaining.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-20 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-14 for White
Collar Employees - Establishing Title, Salary and Salary Range
for Inventory Control Clerk

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried, Ord. #2004-20 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-14 ESTABLISHING TITLE, SALARIES
AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND NON-UNION EMPLOYEES” was
introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
May 13, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

ABSTENTION: Councilman Sokolich

Ordinance #2004-21- Capital Ordinance for Streetscape Project
Phase IIA - $250,000

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried, Ord. #2004-21 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,
APPROPRIATING $250,000 TO BE RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF NEW
JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY
ADMINISTRATION FOR THE DOWNTOWN PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
(PHASE IIA STREETSCAPE PROJECT) IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY” was introduced and passed on
first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
May 13, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

ABSTENTION: Councilman Sokolich

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2004-16 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-14 for White
Collar Employees - Establishing Title, Salary and Salary Range
for Senior Clerk Typist/Planning Administrator

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-16 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-
14 ESTABLISHING TITLES, SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR 
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EMPLOYEES AND NON-UNION EMPLOYEES.”

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to this Ordinance and 
Ordinance #2004-19.  She mentioned that Mayor Alter had
previously asked for advice to cut expenses.

Mayor Alter replied that what he asked for was advice as to
how to significantly cut the Borough’s budget.  It takes $500,000
to cut the tax rate by one point.

Ms. Levinson spoke about the new titles being created.

Mr. Cohen clarified that the Mayor and Council has already
established the titles and filled the positions.  He added that
only the salaries are being established tonight which is called
for under the collective bargaining agreements.  Public comment
has already been completed with establishment of the position or
positions that Ms. Levinson spoke to.

Ms. Levinson replied that new positions are causing the
taxpayers a lot of money including mid-year raises.  Her
recommendation is that no new positions be created and/or salary
increases be given.

Ms. Thomas said that some of the positions that Ms. Levinson
is talking about are title changes or establishment of new
positions for employees who have already been working in the
Borough.

Mayor Alter added that under collective bargaining
agreements employees are entitled to raises.  He mentioned that
only legally required raises were given last year.  This year
some raises have been given which have a non-material effect on
the budget.  He has stated in the press that if anyone could show
him and the Council a material method of reducing taxes without
layoffs he would be interested.  He wants the lowest taxes
possible and believes the Council wants the same thing.

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

ABSTENTION: Councilman Sokolich

Ordinance #2004-17 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 44, Schedule
IV: Parking Prohibited Certain Hours on Main Street

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-17 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388,
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti.

Mr. Sokolich stated that he is abstaining on the agenda
tonight because he has not had adequate time to review the
matters before him and not because he is disinterested.  He has 
been a council member for fifteen minutes only.  
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Mr. Cervieri stated that the purpose for amending the hours
is to allow the municipality to clean and maintain Main Street. 
This is being done for the public good.  It does not affect
merchants’ businesses or even when someone wants to go to the
post office.  

Mr. Sokolich stated that he is abstaining on the majority of
the votes tonight, not because he is disinterested in what is
being done, but because he has not had an opportunity to review
the matters that are before him tonight.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

ABSTENTION: Councilman Sokolich

Ordinance #2004-18 - Amending Chapter 88, Section 48, Schedule V:
Time Limit Parking on Sixteenth Street

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388,
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council, the
Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

ABSTENTION: Councilman Sokolich

Ordinance #2004-19 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-51 for
Department Heads - Establishing Title, Salary, and Salary Range
for Assistant Public Works Superintendent

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-19 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE
#2002-51 AND ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS
(SCHEDULE A).”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti .

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

ABSTENTION: Councilman Sokolich

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13.
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CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                                $2,405,033.73
Capital                                          732,430.01
Trust (Accutrack)                                 28,998.31
Trust (Old)                                             n/a
Police Activity Account                            5,757.89
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,862.26    
Senior Citizen Computer Account                       74.85 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a
Centennial Fund                                         n/a
Wedding Fees                                            n/a
Trip Admissions                                       60.00
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a
Construction Fees                                       n/a
Special Dog Account                                     n/a
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                          n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                             200.00
Redemption Account                               402,472.80

CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Ilia
Pashintsev for Fire Company #1

The auxiliary firefighter application for Ilia Pashintsev
for Fire Company #1 was approved.

CA-3 - Approving Raffle License #946 for Hackensack University
Medical Center

WHEREAS, Hackensack University Medical Center, 30 Prospect
Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle 
application for August 29, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their
license application is complete in all respects,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body
hereby approves raffle application #946, pending final approval
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission.

CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of Various Spring/Summer Seasonal
Employees for Various Departments - $7.50 to $13.00 Hourly

WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal positions exist within
various departments and the Mayor and Council have determined
that these positions should be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired
for spring/summer help, at the hourly rate of compensation
listed, respectively:

Employee’s Name: Department Hourly Rate: Start

     Kimberly Martinez   Fire Prevention     $9.00    May 25th
Christina Blue      Finance     $10.00    May 31st
Brielle Senft       Police $8.00    May 10th    



Regular Meeting                                    April 22, 2004
                                                          Page #8

Employee’s Name: Department Hourly Rate: Start

Vanessa Ayala       Police   $9.00    May 10th   
Kevin Scrivinach    Police   $9.00    May 10th
Elizabeth Sassani   DPW/Parks          $13.00    April 19th
Mark Radoian        DPW/Parks          $11.00    May 25th
James Albro         DPW/Parks          $10.00    June 15th
David Cafasso       DPW/Parks           $8.50    June 15th
Jonathan Cordova    DPW/Parks $8.00    June 15th

    Michael Ferraro     DPW/Parks           $8.50    June 15th

CA-5 - Designating Bank of America, Fort Lee, as a Depository
for the Borough

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to
designate a depository or depositories for it monies; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort
Lee recommended that the following banks be named as
depositories:

Bank of America, Fort Lee, NJ

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named bank is hereby
designated as a depository for the Current, Trust, Capital and
Welfare sections of the accounts of the Borough of Fort Lee for
2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows:

1.  The custodian of said funds or accounts shall be the
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body
may designate.

2.  All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by
checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate.

CA-6 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for 540 Main Street Wall
Repair Project and TVI Trailer and Decontamination System
for Emergency Management

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for: 

. TVI Trailer and Decontamination System
     . 540 Main Street Project (Wall Repair)

CA-7 - Approving Change Order #1 for Lucas Electrical Company,
Inc., Windsor, New Jersey, for Repairs to Main Electric Panel
With Regard to Refurbishing and New Lighting for Recreation
Center Tennis Courts - $850.00

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that the following Change Order be approved:

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:     Refurbishing and Lighting of
Tennis Courts on Stillwell

                                   Avenue & Twelfth Street

CONTRACTOR:     Lucas Electric Company, Inc.
                                   Windsor, New Jersey
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ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:           $363,000.00

COST OF CHANGE ORDER:             $    850.00

NEW CONTRACT SUM:         $363,850.00

CHANGE ORDER NUMBER:              #1

NATURE OF CHANGES:          Repairs to Main Electrical
                                   Panel in Control Cabinet by
                                   Roadway (Box Hit by Lightning)

CONTRACT #                        900570

CA-8 - Approving Change Orders #3 and #4 for Allied Services of
N.E. Inc., Lyndhurst, New Jersey, for the HVAC System at the
New Police Facility - $1,392.06

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that the following Change Order be approved:

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION: Fort Lee Police Facility
                                    HVAC Modifications

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER:     Calgi Construction Company

CONTRACTOR: Allied Services of N.E., Inc.

ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:            $483,960.00

COST OF CHANGE ORDER:              $  1,392.06

COST OF PREVIOUS CHANGE ORDERS:    $ 22,768.60

NEW CONTRACT SUM:          $508,120.66

CHANGE ORDER NUMBER:               #3  ($3.098.56)
                                   #4 (-$1,706.50)

NATURE OF CHANGES:     #3 Additional Labor & Material Required 
                           for the Relocation of Circuits of
                           four circuits
                          Replacement of Overload Heaters for
                           Fitness Room

   #4 Back Charge to Allied Services for
                           Expenses Incurred by the Borough of
                           Fort Lee for Repairing the Existing
                           Fire Alarm Wiring Damaged by           
                           Contractor

CONTRACT #                         900556

CA-9 - Authorizing Tax Collector to Cancel Any Outstanding Tax 
Balance for 2004 and to Provide Tax Bills to Palisades A/V Co.,
LLC and Fort Lee Housing Associates, L.P. Pursuant to the
In-Lieu Tax Agreement for Premises Designated as Block 4302, Lot
12.01

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee entered into an agreement
with Palisades A/V Co., LLC and Fort Lee Associates, L.P., the
owner of premises known and designated as Block 4302, Lot 12.01,
which has been developed with affordable housing in order to
partially meet the Borough’s obligation in that regard; and

WHEREAS, the agreement with the owners provided for payments
in lieu of taxes, pursuant to state regulations; and 
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WHEREAS, the owner has completed construction and occupancy
has initiated in or about January, 2004,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the tax collector be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to cancel any outstanding tax
balance for tax year 2004 and, in its stead, provide tax bills to
the owner pursuant to the in-lieu tax agreement which is
predicated on the percentage of gross receipts less utilities;
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council does hereby
authorize and direct the tax assessor to cancel any assessment
for tax year 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council does hereby
authorize and direct that tax payments for tax year 2004 are
predicated, as per agreement, in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the budgeted gross receipts less utilities, resulting in
quarterly payments of $12,675 for tax year 2004, which payments
are subject to adjustment at the end of the year, based on
independent governmental audit; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that subsequent tax payments shall
be based on the same procedure, as set forth in the agreement by
and between the Borough and the owner.

CA-10 - Authorizing Bus Shelter Agreement With New Jersey Transit
for a Bus Shelter Along Lemoine Avenue Southbound near the Corner
of Bruce Reynolds Boulevard (Formerly Bridge Plaza South)

     WHEREAS, NJ Transit has funds for the purchase of bus
shelters throughout the State of New Jersey; and

     WHEREAS, the Governing Body of a municipality in New Jersey
or the Board of Chosen Freeholders of a county may apply to the
New Jersey Transit Corporation for the purchase and installation
of bus shelters at legally designated bus stops; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, in the interest of
promoting public transportation, conservation of energy, traffic
safety, and for the convenience of public, endorses the concept
of providing bus shelters within its jurisdiction,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the application is
hereby made by the Borough of Fort Lee to the New Jersey Transit
Corporation for the purchase and installation of one (1) bus
shelter as set forth in Exhibit A, made a part hereof; and

     FURTHER, be it resolved that the Mayor and the Municipal
Clerk be authorized to execute an agreement or agreements with NJ
Transit to arrange for the purchase and installation of the
shelters.

CA-11 - Approving Limousine Owner’s License for Riverview Car
Service, Inc., at 2000 Bigler Street

WHEREAS, an application has been filed by John Sinisi and
Louis Bromberg d/b/a Riverview Car Service, Inc., located at 2000
Bigler Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey for a license to operate a
limousine service in the Borough of Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, borough ordinance provides that only ten (10) such
companies can operate with the Borough of Fort Lee and currently
there are nine (9) limousine businesses operating; and
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WHEREAS, the applicant has been reviewed and approved by the
Fort Lee Police Department and the Building Department for an
office at 2000 Bigler Street,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the
applicable license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized
and directed to issue a limousine business owner’s license to
Riverview Car Service Inc., for the operation of a limousine
service from 2000 Bigler Street with the parking of the
limousines at 725 River Road, Edgewater, New Jersey.

CA-12 - Authorizing DPW Superintendent to File a 2004 Application
for a Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant With the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Statewide Mandatory Source
Separation and Recycling Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1 E-99.11 et seq. has
established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be
made to municipalities in order to encourage local source
separation and recycling programs; and

     WHEREAS, it is the intent and spirit of the New Jersey
Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage
grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to
continue and expand existing programs; and

     WHEREAS, the Recycling Act imposes on municipalities certain
requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants,
including, but not limited to making and keeping accurate,
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the
municipality; and

     WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply
for such tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of this
municipality to recycling and indicate the assent of the Borough
of Fort Lee to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the
requirements contained in the Recycling Act; and

     WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual
authorized to ensure that the application is properly completed
and timely filed,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby endorses the submission of a 2004
Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant Application to the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection and Energy, Office of
Recycling and Planning and designates Anthony Lione,
Superintendent of Public Works, to ensure that the said
application is properly filed.

CA-13 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New
Jersey for Period Covering January 1st - March 31, 2004 -
$1,150.00

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be
authorized to draw a check from the Current Account, Fleet Bank
payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the amount of 
$1,150.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses for the
period covering January 1, 2004 through March 31, 2004 fees are
to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of Human
Services.

M0-9000-22
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Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-4, CA-8 and
CA-9.  

Ms. Thomas spoke to CA-4.  Mayor Alter replied to CA-8 and
Ms. Thomas and Mr. Cervieri responded to CA-9.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-14) was
approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Villano, Sargenti, Kasofsky,
            Cervieri

ABSTENTION: Councilman Sokolich

Mayor Alter acknowledged and welcomed Bergen County Superior
Court Judge Donald Venezia, who was present during the swearing-
in ceremony for newly appointed Councilman Mark Sokolich.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - welcomed Mark Sokolich as a Councilman.  He
has already amassed a great record of public service to the
Borough.  

He spoke to the following upcoming events sponsored by the 
Fort Lee Film Commission and the Fort Lee Centennial Committee:

1.  Presentation by Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company, which
incorporates elements of Chinese classical dance and martial
arts, will be held on Sunday, April 25th at 2:00 p.m. in the new
auditorium in the Fort Lee Historic Park.

2.  A screening of a number of Asian-American films will be
held on Friday, April 30th at 7:00 p.m. in the Fort Lee Historic
Park auditorium.  Films by young Asian-American filmmakers and
film students will be shown.

3.  On Thursday, May 6th at 6:30 p.m. at the Church on the
Green in Hackensack, the Fort Lee Film Commission will be
recognized for the work that they did in creating the 1964
documentary “Before Hollywood, There Was Fort Lee”.  This is the
first Bergen County Historic Preservation Award given for film
preservation.  Dennis McNerney, Bergen County Executive, will be
handing out the award.

4.  The spring Cliffhanger Film Festival will be held on
Saturday, April 24th at 6:45 p.m. at the Loews Jersey City.  It
is a tribute to the Bowery Boys.  Special guest Leo Gorcey Jr.,
son of Leo Gorcey, an original Bowery Boy, will be present at the
event.  The featured film is “Angels With Dirty Faces”, which
also stars James Cagney.

Councilman Sokolich - thanked everyone for coming tonight and for
their support.  He stated that as a lifelong resident of the
Borough, he is proud to serve as a Councilman, and he considers
it a privilege to serve as long as he is a Councilman.  He will
work hard for the people of the Borough.  He mentioned that he
became interested in becoming a Council member as over the last
few years he has never seen better and more wonderful things
happening in the Borough under Mayor Alter’s leadership and the
guidance of the Council.  With new ballfields and other progress
that he has seen, he truly wanted to be a part of it.  He thanked 
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the Mayor and Council, Kay Nest, Democratic County Committee
Chairperson, the Democratic Committee and other supporters.  He
closed by saying thanks to his family and friends.

Councilman Villano - welcomed Mark to the Council.  He looks
forward to campaigning with him and his running mate Ila
Kasofsky.  He mentioned that Mark bleeds orange and black.

He announced that the Second Look Shoppe will be open
tomorrow and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  It is located
at Madonna Hall next to the Sy Vogel Ambulance Corps building. 
There are lots of clothes, games and books to be bought.  The
money goes to the Fort Lee Community Fund.

He spoke to the program that was run on April 13th called
Operation Safety Net which deals with Internet safety.  Special
guest John Molinelli, Bergen County Prosecutor, was present with
other members of the Prosecutor’s Office.  The turnout was not as
good as hoped, but Mr. Molinelli expressed that if one parent is
able to help one child, then the program was successful.  
Mr. Villano hopes that for anyone who attended the presentation,
parents will be able to implement what they have learned in their
homes to make cyberspace a safer place for their children to
visit.  He hopes to have this program run again in the near
future with a larger turnout.

Councilman Sargenti - congratulated Mark on his appointment.

He stated that last weekend the Fort Lee Girls’ Softball
League got under way.  There were anywhere between 250 to 300
people participating in the opening ceremonies.  He praised
softball coaches Scott Mittmann and Mitch Silver for the job they
did.

He announced that last Saturday, the under twelve and under
eight soccer all-star teams were invited to play in Giant Stadium
for the Metro Cup.  The under twelve year-olds won the event in a
shootout and the under eight team came in second after losing in
a shootout.  Just being at Giant Stadium was a privilege and a
honor for everyone involved.  

Councilwoman Kasofsky - welcomed Mark aboard and stated that she
is sure that he will be a welcome asset to the Council and to the
residents of Fort Lee.

She read a note from James Viola, VFW Post 2342 Commander,
that beginning May 1st, the VFW will hold their annual Buddy
Poppy drive.  This raises money for their relief fund which is
vital to the VFW because it gives aid to their members.  Most of
the men selling poppies are the same men who served their country
during World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War and the Gulf
Wars.  Any donation will be greatly appreciated.

She announced that the Fort Lee Library is offering their
Thursday morning artist’s workshops starting May 6th.

Councilman Cervieri - welcomed Mark aboard and he expects him to
be a big contributor to the Council and to the people of Fort
Lee.

He read the following Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce
Report:
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     The Chamber will host a networking luncheon and seminar:
“Sexual Harassment in the Workplace” on Friday, April 28th at
12:00 noon at In Napoli.  Members cost is $20; non-members $25.  

     Mayor Jack and Mrs. Joan Alter are being honored as the
Chamber’s Annual Persons of the Year, for years of public service
and dedication to the community.  The event will be held on
Saturday, May 8th, from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 pm, at the Fort Lee
Hilton.  For ticket information contact the Chamber’s office at 
201-944-7575.

He stated that on Sunday, May 30th, the Fort Lee American
Legion Post 244 will be honoring veterans for Memorial Day by
placing flags on the grave sites at the area cemeteries.  For
further information contact adjunct Rudy Pizzaro at 201-944-6627.

He mentioned that on Monday, May 31st, VFW Post 2342 will be
holding their annual Memorial Day service at 11:00 a.m. in front
of the World War II Monument in front of Borough Hall. 
Refreshments will be served after the service at the VFW
headquarters located at 250 Main Street.  For further information
call the VFW at 201-592-9658.

He congratulated the Fort Lee High School for celebrating
their 75th anniversary.  The high school building is a real
treasure.  It is considered one of the finest examples of
Georgian architecture in the United States.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker   Subject     Response

Nina Levinson         .Identity Theft Seminar
1560 West St.

  .Recommended No New Positions   Mayor Alter
                        Be Added/No Capital Outlays   Mr. Villano

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Villano,
and carried at 9:07 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                               Thursday, April 8, 2004 @ 8:10 pm.

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky,
                Sargenti, Voss, Cervieri

ABSENT: Councilman Villano

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter stated that Fort Lee lost one of its most famous
residents last week when Charles Viola, past Commander of Fort
Lee VFW Post 2342, died last week.  The record of VFW Post 2342,
which is now commanded by Charles’ brother James, is one of the
most successful in the country.  The post has won national awards
on more than one occasion.  Charles took the time to go to the
high school to speak to the students.  He wanted to teach the
students what a veteran was all about.  His recurring theme was
that “freedom was not free, that it is paid for.”  The VFW Post
has been a major force in having veteran memorials placed
throughout Fort Lee.  Mayor Alter is a member of the VFW Post
2342 and recalled that whenever he did not show up for any
scheduled veterans activity without telling Charles first, 
Charles would want to know why he did not attend.  Charles wanted
the respect that he thought veterans were due and he expected all
of his members to participate in veteran related matters.  He
closed by saying that Charles will be missed.

PROCLAMATION

P-1 - Holocaust - Days of Remembrance Program

     WHEREAS, the Holocaust was the state-sponsored, systematic
persecution and annihilation of European Jewry by Nazi Germany
and its collaborators between 1933 and 1945; Jews were the
primary victims - six million were murdered; Gypsies, the
handicapped, and Poles were also targeted for destruction or
decimation for racial, ethnic, or national reasons; millions
more, including homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Soviet
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prisoners of war and political dissidents, also suffered grievous
oppression and death under Nazi tyranny; and

     WHEREAS, the history of the Holocaust offers an opportunity
to reflect on the moral responsibilities of individuals,
societies, and governments; and

     WHEREAS, we the people of the Borough of Fort Lee should
always remember the terrible events of the Holocaust and remain
vigilant against hatred, persecution, and tyranny; and

     WHEREAS, we the people of the Borough of Fort Lee should
actively rededicate ourselves to the principles of individual
freedom in a just society; and

     WHEREAS, the Days of Remembrance have been set aside for the
people of the Borough of Fort Lee to remember the victims of the
Holocaust as well as to reflect on the need for respect of all
peoples; and

     WHEREAS, pursuant to an Act of Congress (Public Law 96-388,
October 7, 1980) the United States Holocaust Memorial Council
designates the Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the
Holocaust to be Sunday, April 18 through Sunday, April 25, 2004,
including the international Day of Remembrance known as Yom
Hashoah, April 18,

     NOW, THEREFORE, I Jack Alter, Mayor of Fort Lee, do hereby
proclaim the week of Sunday, April 18 through Sunday, April 25,
2004, as Days of Remembrance in memory of the victims of the
Holocaust, and in honor of the survivors, as well as the rescuers
and liberators, and further proclaim that we, as citizens of the
Borough of Fort Lee, should strive to overcome intolerance and
indifference through learning and remembrance.  

P-2 - Community Development Week

     WHEREAS, the Community Development Block Grant Program
(CDBG)has operated since 1975 to provide local governments with
resources required to meet the needs of persons of low and
moderate income, and CDBG funds are used by thousands of
neighborhood based non-profit organizations throughout the nation
to address critical neighborhood and human service needs; and

     WHEREAS, the Community Development Block Grant Program has
had significant impact on our local economies through creating
economic opportunities, suitable living environments and decent,
affordable housing for low and moderate income residents of
Bergen County, New Jersey; and

     WHEREAS, Bergen County, New Jersey, including its 70
municipalities and scores of non-profit agencies have clearly
demonstrated the capacity and effectiveness of the Community
Development Block Grant Program in meeting the priority needs of
low and moderate income residents through developing and
administering customized, flexible programs to address such areas
as affordable housing, neighborhood and human service needs, job
creation and retention and the physical improvement of
neighborhoods and communities,

     NOW, THEREFORE, we, the Governing Body of Fort Lee by virtue
of the authority vested in us as the Governing Body of Fort Lee,
New Jersey do hereby proclaim the week of April 12, 2004 as

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WEEK

in Fort Lee, New Jersey, and urge the Governing Bodies of all of
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Bergen County’s municipalities and their residents to join us in
recognizing the success and effectiveness of the Community
Development Block Grant Program and the importance it serves to
our communities and residents. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 25,
2004 Regular Meeting were approved.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-16 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-14 for White
Collar Employees - Establishing Title, Salary and Salary Range
for Senior Clerk Typist/Planning Administrator

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-16 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-14 ESTABLISHING TITLES, SALARIES
AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND NON-UNION EMPLOYEES” was
introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
April 22, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Sargenti, Voss,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-17 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 44, Schedule
IV: Parking Prohibited Certain Hours on Main Street

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-17 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING CHAPTER 388, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 22,
2004.

Ordinance #2004-18 - Amending Chapter 88, Section 48, Schedule V:
Time Limit Parking on Inwood Terrace & Sixteenth Street

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING CHAPTER 388, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 22,
2004.

Ordinance #2004-19 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-51 for
Department Heads - Establishing Title, Salary, and Salary Range
for Assistant Public Works Superintendent

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-19 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-51 AND ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND
WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS (SCHEDULE A),” was introduced and
passed on first reading.
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The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
April 22, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Sargenti, Voss,
            Cervieri

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2004-14 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-14 for White
Collar Employees - Establishing Titles, Salaries and Salary
Ranges for Three (3) Positions

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-14 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE
#2002-14 ESTABLISHING TITLES, SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR
EMPLOYEES AND NON-UNION EMPLOYEES.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Sargenti, Voss,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-15 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-51 for
Department Heads - Establishing Position of Director of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-
51 AND ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS
(SCHEDULE A).”

There being no  discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Sargenti, Voss,
            Cervieri

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-8

CA-1 - Approving Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter Application for
Jonathan Blair for Fire Company #4

The jr. auxiliary firefighter application for Jonathan Blair
for Fire Company #4 was approved.

CA-2 - Approving Developers Agreement With Greenhouse Pre-School
& Kindergarten, Inc., for Property Located at 2070 Jones Road,
Block 4902, Lot 4

     WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee
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adopted a Resolution approving a development by Greenhouse Pre-
School & Kindergarten, Inc. for property located at Block 4902,
Lot 4 and commonly known as 2070 Jones Road, Fort Lee, New
Jersey; and

     WHEREAS, the Resolution was conditioned upon Greenhouse Pre-
School & Kindergarten, Inc. entering into a Developers Agreement
with the Borough of Fort Lee and the posting of the necessary
performance guarantees; and

     WHEREAS, a Developers Agreement has been prepared by the
Borough Attorney; and

     WHEREAS, such Developers Agreement has been executed by
Greenhouse Pre-School & Kindergarten, Inc. and the necessary
performance guarantees, cash deposits and insurance certificate
has been reviewed and approved by the Borough Attorney,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and
are hereby authorized to execute the Developers Agreement with
Greenhouse Pre-School & Kindergarten, Inc.

CA-3 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for One (1) Handicap Mini
Van

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for: 

. One (1) Handicap Mini Van

CA-4 - Authorizing Tax Appeal Attorney to File a Petition of
Appeal With The Bergen County Board of Taxation For Premises
Owned by The Palisades A/V Co., LLC, Block 3302, Lots 2.03

     WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor of the Borough of Fort Lee has
assessed the premises known as the Palisades A/V Co., LLC, Block
3302, Lot 2.03 in the total amount of $222,000,000; and

     WHEREAS, it appears that the property is being sold for well
in excess of the current assessment; and 

     WHEREAS, the Borough is assessing, pursuant to the
revaluation just implemented, at 100% of market value; and

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council believes that this property
should be assessed at 100% of its fair market value,
presumptively demonstrated by the sale of the subject,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney, be and he
is hereby authorized and directed to file a Petition of Appeal
with the Bergen County Board of Taxation, seeking an increase in
the assessment for premises owned by the Palisades A/V Co., LLC,
otherwise known as Block 3302, Lot 2.03; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the filing of such a petition to
increase the assessment by the Tax Appeal Attorney, which may
have been undertaken prior to the filing deadline on April 5,
2004, be and the same is hereby confirmed and ratified.
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CA-5 - Approving Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From
Fort Lee Japanese Investment Co., Inc., to Song Song, Inc.
at a Mailing Address of 23 Warren Lane, Alpine, New Jersey
(License to be Inactivated)

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person to
person transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-
033-005, heretofore issued to Fort Lee Japanese Investment Co.,
Inc. t/a Noshiro Japanese Restaurant a New Jersey corporation for
premises located at 212 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has
been properly renewed for the current license term; and

WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as
pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title
33; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase
of the license and the licensed business and all additional
financing obtained in connection with the license business; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance
certificate for person to person transfer from the State of New
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation,
Trenton, New Jersey,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing
Body does hereby approve the transfer of the aforesaid
plenary retail consumption license to Song Song, Inc. (Inactive) 
at a mailing address of 23 Warren Lane, Alpine, New Jersey, 07620
effective April 8, 2004 and does hereby direct the Borough Clerk
to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership.

CA-6 - Endorsing H.R. 3550 - Six-Year Federal Surface
Transportation Reauthorization Bill

WHEREAS, the U.S. Congress has not completed its work to
reauthorize federal transportation programs and policies
necessary to improve our Nation’s mobility; and

     WHEREAS, reauthorizing federal transportation programs is
essential to improve our Nation’s economic health because
transportation infrastructure constitutes the circulatory system
through which consumers and commerce flow in and through our
Nation’s municipalities and regions; and

     WHEREAS, reauthorizing federal transportation programs is a
jobs-saving as well as a jobs-creating bill.  The Municipality of
Fort Lee cannot afford to lose another construction season while
Congress debates reauthorization.  The longer Congress delays the
greater the risk transportation projects and programs currently
underway will either slow down or stop, jeopardizing existing
jobs and the creation of new ones; and

     WHEREAS, reauthorizing federal transportation programs pays
for itself because federal gas tax revenues collected at the pump
help pay the bill; and

     WHEREAS, reauthorizing federal transportation programs will
help reduce the stranglehold of roadway congestion that pollutes
our shared environment and steals peoples’ time from more
productive activities at home, work, and play; and



Regular Meeting                                     April 8, 2004
                                                          Page #7

     WHEREAS, reauthorizing federal transportation programs is an
investment in homeland security because our Nation’s
transportation systems help move people out of harm’s way and
transport emergency personnel where needed; and 

     WHEREAS, the Municipality of Fort Lee, and cities and towns
across our Nation desire a six-year rather than a two-year bill
because transportation projects require long-time planning and
funding stability that, in turn, helps ensure cost effective
projects; and

     WHEREAS, Congress must build on the legacy of the
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (“TEA-21"), and
improve the long-term funding and program flexibility of federal
transportation programs and policies at the state and local
levels,

     NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipality of Fort
Lee urges the Congress to pass and the President to sign a six-
year surface transportation reauthorization bill that is no less
than $318 Billion. 

CA-7 - Authorizing Hiring of Gerald Niemira as a Building
Maintenance Worker for the Building and Grounds Department
- $11.00 Hourly

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have authorized part-time temporary help for the Buildings and
Grounds Department, during the absence of an existing employee,
who is on sick leave,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Gerald H. Niemira, shall
be employed as a part-time Building Maintenance Worker, at an
hourly rate of $11.00, with an effective date of April 12, 2004

CA-8 - Authorizing Hiring of Karen Brookner as a Full Time
Inventory Control Clerk for the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’
Center

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have authorized the hiring of a full-time employee in the Richard
A. Nest Senior Citizens Center,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Karen Brookner be hired
as a full-time Inventory Control Clerk for the Lunch Program,
with a salary of $21,000, with an effective date of April 12,
2004, and is provisional pending certification from the New
Jersey Department of Personnel.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to
CA-2, CA-4 and CA-6.

Messrs. Alter and Pohan responded to CA-2.  Mayor Alter and
Ms. Thomas spoke to CA-4 and Mr. Cervieri replied to CA-6.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-8) was
approved unanimously.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - mentioned that the Planning Board has hired
the Borough Planner to review the Master Plan and zoning 
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ordinances.  He believes it is an opportune time to do so, in
light of the development that may occur to the east of Lemoine
Avenue, south of the George Washington Bridge.  With whatever
applications people are coming in with, it comports with what the
Borough sees as its vision for the development of the area.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - wished everyone a happy Passover and 
Easter.

She reminded everyone that the School Board Election will be
held on Tuesday, April 20th from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  She
urged the residents to come out and vote.

Councilman Sargenti - announced that the girls’ softball league
will begin on Sunday, April 18th at approximately 11:30 a.m. at
Van Fleet Park.  This season will be the first time that the new
field and scoreboard will be used.  

Councilwoman Voss - stated that United Homeowners will be
presenting “Scams, Shams and Who Has My Identity” with regard to
Internet use and people who knock on neighbors’ doors, on
Wednesday, April 21st at 7:30 p.m. at the Fort Lee Public
Library.  Members of the Fort Lee Police Department and a
representative of the New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs
will be on hand to explain what to look out for.

Ms. Voss stated that she loves Fort Lee and explained how
she got involved in politics.  She mentioned some of the
different committees she has worked on and been involved with. 
She wants people to be proud of the history of Fort Lee and the
diversity of the population.   

Ms. Voss read the following letter that she faxed earlier in
the day to Neil Grant, Borough Clerk:

“Over the past 10 years, I have enjoyed the honor and privilege
of serving as a member of the Fort Lee Borough Council.  It has
been a rewarding experience, one that has afforded me an
opportunity to make a positive difference in the lives of my
fellow Fort Lee residents.

While I have coveted the chance to serve my community, it has
become increasingly clear to me that my time for the council-
related work has been at a premium since I took on the additional
duties of a 38th District Assemblywoman earlier this year.

Given the new responsibilities and time demands that I must now
shoulder, I have come to the conclusion that it would be in the
best interests of my fellow Fort Lee residents if I stepped down
from my municipal office.  Effective April 15, I will resign from
my seat on the Fort Lee Borough Council.

I regret having to leave my council position, but the scheduling
conflicts are likely to increase if I continue to serve in both
of my elected offices.  I am finding it difficult to attend
council sessions on Thursday nights in Fort Lee when Assembly
voting sessions and committee meetings extend into the evening
hours in Trenton.

I don’t want to be looked upon as an absentee councilwoman.  I
want to do what is in the best interest of Fort Lee residents and
that is to hold a single elected position.

Since my legislative district office is in Fort Lee, rest assured
that I will remain easily accessible to borough residents and 
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ready to work on issues and projects of mutual interest.

I wish to thank Fort Lee residents for their steadfast support of
the past ten years.  I look forward to continuing my service as
an Assemblywoman representing Fort Lee and the twelve other
communities in the 38th Legislative District.

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if I may be of
assistance to the community.”

She explained that she is deeply involved with the Education
Committee and the Professional Committee as an Assemblywoman. 
She has sponsored seven major pieces of legislation in the three
months that she has been in office.  She has also co-sponsored
thirteen other pieces of legislation.  She is working on property
relief and more State aid for Fort Lee.  She is proud of a New
Jersey Bill that just was passed that will provide mammograms for
women between the ages of fifteen and forty, who have a family
history of breast cancer, and for whom the insurance companies
were not paying for mammograms.  In closing, she said that she
will always be available to the people of Fort Lee.  She only
hopes that the person who is selected to fill her seat loves Fort
Lee has much as she does.

Mayor Alter - stated that Ms. Voss has been a very fine public
servant, and she will continue to be as an Assemblywoman.  He
mentioned that her being elected as an Assemblywoman is a whole
new career for her after teaching for forty-one years.  He
thanked her for everything that she has done.

Councilman Cervieri - stated that it has been an honor and a
privilege to serve alongside his running mate, Joan Voss.  She
has always been a pleasure to deal with on all issues affecting
the people of Fort Lee.  She will be missed on the Council, but
it is reassuring that she is not too far away and she will be
called upon for her help.  It will be a challenge to fill her
shoes.  He wished her all the best on her career as an
Assemblywoman.

He expressed his condolences to the Viola family on the loss
of Charles.  His legacy will continue to be carried on.

He wished everyone a happy Easter and Passover.

Mr. Pohan - expressed his gratitude in having the opportunity to
serve with Ms. Voss on the Council.  She brought a perspective of
world and Fort Lee history and a deep knowledge of the thousands
of people who came under her tutelage in the Fort Lee High
School.  In consolation, he said that he cannot imagine that the
Borough could have a better friend in Trenton than Assemblywoman
Joan Voss.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker      Subject

Tom Meyers               .Praising High School Speech of Dr.
Director of Cultural &     Voss for Remembering His Uncle Charles 
 Heritage Affairs          Viola

.Working Together With Dr. Voss on
                           Centennial Committee
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Steve Monetti            .On Behalf of Parking Authority         
Parking Authority          Employees Thanked Dr. Voss for 
 Executive Director        All of Her Help

Mayor Alter stated that Joan Voss, like his wife Joan Alter,
cannot say no to any person who asks for her help.  He said that
Joan Voss has always been there and he thanked her for that.

He wished everyone a safe and happy holiday season.

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilwoman Voss, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried at 8:40 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                         Thursday, March 25, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky,
                Villano, Sargenti, Voss, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer
     Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter had no report tonight.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 11, 2004
Regular Meeting were approved with Councilwoman Voss abstaining.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 18, 2004
Executive Session were approved.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-14 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-14 for White
Collar Employees - Establishing Titles, Salaries and Salary
Ranges for Three (3) Positions

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano and carried, Ord. #2004-14 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-14 ESTABLISHING TITLES, SALARIES
AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND NON-UNION EMPLOYEES” was
introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
April 8, 2004.
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AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-15 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-51 for 
Department Heads - Establishing Position of Director of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2002-51 AND ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND
WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS (SCHEDULE A),” was introduced and
passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
April 8, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2004-9 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-14 - 
Establishing Salaries and Wages for White Collar Employees - Code
Enforcement Salary and Deletion of Code Enforcement Trainee Title

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #2002-14
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND
CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Voss.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Voss,
            Sargenti, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-10 - “CAP” Ordinance to Exceed Index Rate for
2004

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-10 entitled, “‘CAP’ ORDINANCE TO EXCEED INDEX RATE; INDEX
RATE LESS THAN 5% LIMITATION FOR THE YEAR 2004 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-
45.14).”

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to money left in the
“CAP” bank creating what she believes is an overall 9% raise in
taxes.

Ms. Thomas stated that is not correct.

Mr. Wielkotz, stated that the “CAP” Ordinance has nothing to
do with taxes.

Mayor Alter replied that he and the governing body have the
same goals as she does.

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss.



Regular Meeting                                    March 25, 2004
                                                          Page #3

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Cervieri, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-13 -  Amending Chapter 90, by Establishing
the Part-Time Position of Class One Special Law Enforcement
Officer

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-13 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 90 OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE BY
ESTABLISHING THE PART-TIME POSITION OF CLASS ONE SPECIAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.”

Edward Faraday, 2466 Second Street, stated that he is
concerned about the cost of hiring additional special law
enforcement officers for the existing Police Department.  He
asked what are the duties of the Public Safety Director, who will
be in charge of the special law enforcement officers.  He
referred to the marks of Mayor Alter about no one being in charge
on September 11, 2001, and asked what the Mayor was doing at that
time. 

Mayor Alter replied that the Borough Attorney has advised
him and the other governing body members that they should not be
commenting on the public hearing.  He will hear what the people
have to say because it is a required public hearing.  He added
that the Public Safety Director’s duties were spelled out clearly
in an ordinance that was passed earlier this year.

Mr. Cohen spoke to the bottom portion of the first page of
the ordinance which deals with the reorganization of the Public
Safety Department.  By State statute, all officers are under the
initial command of the Police Chief.  The five public safety
departments, including the Police Department, will be under the
overall supervision of the Director of Public Safety.  The
initial line commanders will all be police officers.  The special 
law enforcement officers will not be armed, and they will not be
performing regular police services.  They will be used mostly for
traffic and crowd control.

Mayor Alter spoke to the terrorist threat alerts that the
Borough gets and how the Police Chief marshals additional
officers beyond normal shift standards, for which the Borough is
not reimbursed.  He told Mr. Faraday his role on September 11th 
was to allow the emergency services to do their work and to ask
what support they needed from him and what assets he could
marshal as Mayor.  He did not run the Police Department, or tell
police officers how to do their job.  He did not run the Fire or
Ambulance Departments.  He was strictly there to help those
services.

Steve Pumilia, PBA Local 245 Representative, voiced his
displeasure with the proposed ordinance.  The hiring of special
officers conflicts with the objective of providing the best
security and utmost professionalism for the citizens of the
Borough.  Back in the late 1970's the Borough had come to an
agreement with the PBA to abolish the use of special officers. 
Since that time the Fort Lee Police Department has been
acknowledged as one of the most progressive departments.  It is
the PBA’s opinion that with the creation of the ordinance, the
Police Department would be regressing.  He spoke to several areas
where the Police Department was tested during the tragic day of
September 11th.  The Police Department received some mutual aid
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from the Bergen County Police and Bergen County Sheriff’s 
Department.  Members of the Fort Lee Police Department were very
proud of their performance during this trying time and are now
more united as a group.  He believes it would be a travesty to
undermine the self-esteem and morale of the department by hiring
low cost amateur replacements under the proposed ordinance.  He
mentioned other incidents and events which required manpower
exceeding the normal day-to-day operations.  He mentioned that
what appears to be a simple task such as directing traffic, can
turn into a violent brawl between motorists.  An incident like
this requires professional action by a trained officer for the
safety of those involved and the innocent bystander.  The tasks
listed in the proposed ordinance are all tasks which are
currently performed by Fort Lee Police Officers.  If the tasks
are being performed properly by a trained officer, a prudent
person must ask themselves, why would there be a need for part-
time special officers to perform those tasks.  It would appear
imprudent and unwarranted to enact this ordinance and possibly
place the public and specials at unnecessary risk.  He stated
what the special officers would be allowed to do if the ordinance
is adopted.  In closing, he stated that today’s times require a
more professional obligation to the public in order to maintain a
good working relationship with them.   To regress to the days of
old would just be asking for trouble in the future.  PBA Local
245 implored the Mayor and Council to reconsider the proposed
ordinance.

Mr. Cohen replied that the PBA’s position will be
considered.  He offered the following clarifications.  The
concept of special officers for traffic and crowd control is
blessed by a specific statute.  He can understand how a career
police officer might view specials; however, the specials are
police officers with limited command responsibilities, although
they have certain powers by statute.  The ordinance has been
carefully written so those powers would be parsed out only as far
as the Police Chief thinks it would be prudent to do so.  They
will attend a more limited police academy than what a career
officer attends.  They will be trained to perform the same type
of duties that is seen in many other communities in the State. 
It is not a new concept, but a more modernized one.  He added
that there is nothing on the agenda to reduce the actual size of
the police force.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, believes that the Port
Authority should have its own police force to cover traffic and
to protect their own property, mainly the George Washington
Bridge.  Fort Lee should not have to subsidize the Port
Authority, and the citizens should not have to pay for the cost
by way of higher taxes.  She would not like to see special
officers hired.  She feels that part-time officers would not be
as dedicated as the career officers are.

Mayor Alter stated that there is more to the ordinance than
just protecting the bridge.  He agrees with her that the Port
Authority should solve some of their own problems; however, they
have not paid the Borough for the cost of helping to maintain the
bridge and the Fort Lee community.

Max Lazarus, 555 North Avenue, asked why the Mayor and
Council have not been giving any feedback with regard to the
ordinance.  He mentioned the posters that have been hung up in
buildings with regard to auxiliary officers.  

Mr. Cohen informed him that this is a public hearing and the
only requirement is that the public gets a chance to speak on the
issue.

Ms. Thomas corrected Mr. Lazarus and pointed out that the 
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posters are for the Police Citizens Academy that has nothing to
do with the hiring of special enforcement officers.

Ms. Thomas and Mr. Villano both pointed out that the
Citizens Academy is an education program for the citizens of the
Borough that explains what a Police Officer does and how they
perform. 

Mr. Lazarus gave what he believed was the reason why special
officers were abolished back in the mid-1970's.

Mayor Alter replied that he read the reports and the civil
service written opinion as to why specials were abolished.

Mr. Lazarus said that you cannot go to a major city in the
country without special officers directing traffic.  He spoke to
previous agreements made with the Port Authority whereby every
intersection in the Borough from Fletcher Avenue east to Hudson
Terrace, including the exit at the lower level of the bridge, was
to be manned by the Port Authority.  He asked the Mayor to get
that agreement implemented.

Mayor Alter responded that the agreement should be looked at 
again.  He concurred with Mr. Lazarus that it was not a bad idea.

Anna Lypinski, 400 Park Place, stated as a graduate of the
first civilian police academy, that she objected to the way Mr.
Lazarus misread the sign.  She praised the Fort Lee officers for
their everyday work and the officers who took part in the
teaching and training of the citizens at the academy.  

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky.

Mayor Alter stated that he likes the police force.  They are
well-respected and an excellent force.  He thinks this is an idea
whose time has come.  It will be under the aegis of the Police
Chief, who will decide on assignments.  He does not expect any
Fort Lee police officers to lose their jobs over this.  He is
sticking his neck out because he alone does not have the actual
power to keep the police force at its current staffing.  

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.

There was a five minute recess at this point in the meeting.

MUNICIPAL BUDGET 2004 PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Alter stated that the budget will not be adopted
tonight; only the public hearing will be held.  He believes that
there will be amendments later on.  The budget cannot be adopted
tonight because the Borough has applied for discretionary State
aid.  The Borough did not receive State aid last year.  If the
Borough receives State aid, it would have an effect on the tax
rate.  If and when amendments are made, there would be a public
hearing on them.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to the
2004 Municipal Budget.

Max Lazarus, 555 North Avenue, stated that in celebrating
the Borough’s Centennial, there should be a zero increase in
revenues to be raised by taxes in this budget.  Mayor Alter
demonstrated last year that it can be done.  To vote for a tax 
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increase would be totally incompatible with supporting rent
control.  Three members of the council have also expressed their
opposition to the unnecessary creation of a high-priced Public
Safety Director.  He urged the council people who were against
the Public Safety Director to vote against the proposed budget.  

Mayor Alter replied that when the budget is looked at, there
is only about 3% to 4% of the budget that can be controlled. 
Short of laying off people, there is no way to get at this budget 
to the extent that Mr. Lazarus suggested, in the face of the
expenses that the Borough is being hit with.  There are buildings
in the town that are going to be paying a lot less in taxes
because of the new assessments, and there are buildings in the
town that are going to pay a lot more, even if the budget were
zero based.  Last year there was stability and equality.  There
is an instability compared to prior years on how taxpayers are
going to be taxed.  The assessment process is not within the
power of the governing body.  It is a State board that controls
it.  The Tax Assessor and the firm the Borough hired to do the
revaluation based on a court decision, are what is controlling
the Borough’s assessments.  In short, it is going to be a
difficult time for some and a happy time for others.

Fred Heller, 1600 Parker Avenue, speaking on behalf of the
Fort Lee Cooperative & Condominium Association(FLCCA), spoke
about the country coming out of a three year recession.  He said
that last year, tax dollars increased by 3.8%.  This year, due to
sharp increases in salaries and expenses, the proposed budget is
calling for a 9.7% tax increase.  He broke down the budget
increases.  He said that the Police Department does an excellent
job, but at what cost.  He expressed his concern about future
salary and pension costs of the Police Department.  He spoke
about ten departments increasing expenses by over 10% each. 
FLCCA would like to support the Mayor and Council in achieving
their stated goals while preventing excess spending without
accountability.  

Mr. Heller offered the following suggestions:

a.  An independent consultant should be hired to review the
          mission, strategy, organization and staffing of the
          police department.

b.  FLCCA is willing to help in obtaining increased state    
          aid.

c.  The Council should reduce the 2004 budget by using zero  
          based budgeting

He closed by stating that the citizens of Fort Lee need and
deserve better management of the Borough’s resources.

     Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, mentioned what she believed
was going to be an increase of thirty employees from 2003 to
2004, which was listed on the summary budget sheet.  She also
spoke to increased salaries and health care costs and asked why
the proposed tax levy for the school board is only going up by
2.5% while the municipal tax levy rise is 9.7%.

Ms. Thomas broke down the actual number of borough full-time
employees.  The total number employees that Ms. Levinson
mentioned include part-time employees such as camp counselors. 
Thirty new employees have not been hired on a full-time basis.

Ms. Levinson asked about the library portion of the budget,
and the $41,000,000 that is listed in the operating expenses. 
She stated that the 9.7% pending tax increase is too much.



Regular Meeting                                    March 25, 2004
                                                          Page #7

Mr. Wielkotz responded that the $1,500,000 figure that the
Borough gives the library is set by law.  He also explained that
there are numbers that are included inside the “CAP” and outside
of the “CAP”, such as the salaries of the Municipal Court
employees and money received from grants.

Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, spoke to the
Borough’s surplus and asked what the tax collection rate was last
year.

Mr. Iannaconi responded that the Borough’s tax collection
rate for 2003 was 98%.

Mr. Wielktoz stated that the budget proposed is a
conservative, pragmatic budget.

Mayor Alter said that he and every member of the Council
want the same thing as the public: the lowest possible taxes.

Mr. Goldberg concurred with the rest of the speakers and
asked that the budget be brought back to each department so as to
be reduced.  He added that he believes that the Borough has been
cavalier in spending its money on the various streetscape and
park projects.  

Mayor Alter replied that if at any time the Borough was able
to purchase more land to build another park, he would do so
without hesitation.

Mr. Sargenti added that he believes Mr. Goldberg is way off
base with the number of parks he believes Fort Lee has.  He
offered to go with Mr. Goldberg to count the number of parks.

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, and seconded by Councilman
Sargenti.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilwoman Voss, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15.

Mayor Alter started that the public can talk about CA-8, but
the item will be removed from the consent agenda for a separate
vote.

CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                               $11,125,993.73
Capital                                          872,754.83
Trust (Accutrack)                                625,765.37
Trust (Old)                                      100,000.00
Police Activity Account                            6,841.62
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                      917.25    
Senior Citizen Computer Account                         n/a  
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a
Centennial Fund                                         n/a
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Wedding Fees                                            n/a
Trip Admissions                                       15.00
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a
Construction Fees                                       n/a
Special Dog Account                                     n/a
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                          n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,581.74
Redemption Account                                62,261.30

CA-2 - Authorizing Budget Appropriation Transfers

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following 2003 budget appropriation 
reserve transfers are hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58,
not less than two-thirds of the full membership of the Governing
Body concurring:

From    To

Administration O/E 25,000   Borough Clerk O/E      1,279
Mayor & Council O/E      35,000   Payroll Data Proc. O/E          28
Assessment of Taxes O/E    12,000   Legal O/E                    3,523
Auto Repair O/E            40,000   Engineering O/E              2,639
Assessment of Taxes S/W     9,000   Director of Econ Dev O/E       300
Planning Board O/E          9,000   Construction Office O/E      7,040
Board of Adjustment        10,000   Unemployment                 3,341
Rent Leveling S/W           3,000   Police O/E                  14,435
Construction Office S/W     7,000   Communication Display O/E       75
EMT S/W                     7,000   Fire Protection O/E          2,497
EMT O/E                     3,000   Road Repairs O/E             8,990
Ambulance Corps S/W         6,000   Garbage O/E                 62,127
Fire Protection S/W         8,000   Public Bldg & Grounds O/E    4,202
Communication Repair S/W    9,000   Communication Repair O/E       348
Board of Health O/E        10,818   General Services O/E           136
                                    Senior Citizen O/E           7,176
                                    Parks & Playgrounds O/E      1,075
                                    Special Events O/E             781
                                    Electricity O/E             56,154
                                    Water O/E                      754
                                    Fuel Oil                       129
                                    Sewer O/E                    5,181
                                    Gasoline                     3,721
                                    Municipal Court O/E          7,887

TOTAL:                   $193,818                             $193,818

CA-3 - Approving Raffle License #944 for Madonna R.C. Church

WHEREAS, Church of the Madonna, 340 Main Street, Fort Lee,
New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application for May 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, and 16, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their
license application is complete in all respects,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body
hereby approves raffle application #944, pending final approval
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission.

CA-4 - Approving Raffle License #945 for Christ The Teacher Home
School Association

WHEREAS, Christ the Teacher Home School, 359 Whiteman Street
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application
for May 16, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their
license application is complete in all respects,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body
hereby approves raffle application #945, pending final approval
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission.

CA-5 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Applications for Jason Chu
and Woo Jin Park for Fire Company #1 

The auxiliary firefighter applications for Jason Chu and Woo
Jin Park for Fire Company #1 were approved.

CA-6 - Authorizing Hiring of Spring Seasonal Employees for the
Recreation Department - Termination Date June 25, 2004

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have
determined that these positions must be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to
the positions and rates of compensation indicated with the
Department of Recreation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective
date of March 29, 2004 and a termination date of June 25, 2004;

CA-7 - Authorizing Title Change for Barbara Fallon, from Clerk
Typist to Senior Clerk Typist, in the Municipal Court - Seven
(7%) Increase to $30,845

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Barbara Fallon, Clerk Typist, of the Municipal
Court be promoted to the position of Senior Clerk Typist, with an
effective date of March 29, 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of
Personnel, with a salary increase of seven percent (7%) which is
in accordance with the 2002 White Collar Bargaining Unit
Contract.

CA-9 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Asphalt Milling for
Various Streets and Lease and/or Purchase of a Vehicle for the
Building Department

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for: 

. Asphalt Milling for Various Streets 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Purchasing Consultant is
hereby authorized and directed to advertise for bids or purchase
through State contract for:

. Lease and/or Purchase of a Vehicle for the Building Dept.

CA-10 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation -
Hamilton vs. Fort Lee, 1054 Anderson Avenue, Block 3804, Lot
16.04
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     WHEREAS, Brian Hamilton is the owner of 1556 Anderson
Avenue, Unit C, also known as Block 3804, Lot 16.04; and

     WHEREAS, a tax appeal is presently pending with regard to
challenge of the 2003 assessment; and 

     WHEREAS, discovery has been completed and settlement
negotiated and recommended,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents
necessary in order to finalize settlement of the litigation
entitled Hamilton vs Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 4863-
03, so that the 2003 assessment will be reduced from $415,000 to
$390,000; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgement interest by
the taxpayer.

CA-11 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation - DeLuca
vs. Fort Lee, 1556 Anderson Avenue, Block 308, Lot 4

     WHEREAS, Manuela DeLuca is the owner of 1054 Anderson
Avenue, also know as Block 308, Lot 4; and

     WHEREAS, a tax appeal is presently pending with regard to
challenge of the 2003 assessment; and

     WHEREAS, discovery has been completed and settlement
negotiated and recommended,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents
necessary in order to finalize settlement of the litigation
entitled DeLuca vs Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 4854-03,
so that the 2003 assessment will be reduced from $637,000 to
$612,000; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgement interest by
the taxpayer.

CA-12 - Adopting Revised Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual

WHEREAS, the Borough has formulated and maintained a
Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual (“Manual”) for the
purpose of providing administrative guidance and direction in the
daily operations of the Borough; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary from time to time to revise the
Manual for the purpose of improving operations or conforming to
new regulations and/or procedures; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and the Labor Attorney
have recently revised the Manual for the purpose described
herein,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee
hereby adopts as its policy the Personnel Policies and Procedures
Manual prepared by the Borough Administrator and Labor Attorney
as set forth in the Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual
Borough of Fort Lee.
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CA-13 - Authorizing Execution of Utility Engineering and
Construction Agreement With the State of New Jersey in Connection
With the Route 9W at 1-95 Project

      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF     
      FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT       
      LEE TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF NEW        
      JERSEY REGARDING THE VERIFICATION, DESIGN, PROTECTION       
      AND/OR RELOCATION OF CERTAIN SANITARY SEWER FACILITIES      
      IN CONNECTION WITH THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF ROUTE     
      9W AT I-95 PROJECT

     WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey is about to undertake the
design and construction of Route 9W at I-95, within the Borough
of Fort Lee, Bergen County; and

     WHEREAS, this project may require the construction of new,
and/or the protection, relocation and/or adjustment of facilities
of the existing sanitary sewer facilities which are owned and
operated by the Borough of Fort Lee; and

     WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey will, at its sole cost and
expense, contract for and construct all items indicated in the
State’s contract plans and specifications for this project,
related to existing and proposed facilities owned and operated by
the Borough; and

     WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey will authorize and
reimburse the Borough for its actual costs incurred for
verification, design, review, approval and inspection for the
protection, relocation or adjustment of its existing facilities
necessary to accomplish this project; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee’s legal right to occupy
public right-of-way, subject to the conditions imposed by the
State of New Jersey, is in no way mitigated by the Utility
Engineering and Construction Agreement; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is not obligated by State
law or agreement to relocate its own facilitates at its own
expense for this type of project; and

     WHEREAS, the provisions of the State’s Accommodation of
Utilities with Highway Right-of-Way N.J.A.C. 16:25 and “Federal-
Aid Policy Guide, Title 23, Chapter I, Subchapter G, Part 645,
Subpart B” are applicable,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

     I, Jack Alter, Mayor of the Borough of Fort Lee, am
authorized to execute a Utility Engineering and Construction
Agreement UECA-6-Rt 9W at I-95-950224 with the State of New
Jersey on behalf of the Borough concerning the verification,
design, protection and/or relocation of certain sanitary sewer
facilities in connection with the design and construction of the
Route 9W at I-95 project; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and
agreement are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

CA-14 - Awarding Bid to Rapid Pump & Meter Service Co., Inc.,
Paterson, New Jersey, to Upgrade the Borough’s Pump Stations
- $243,890

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee advertised and received a
bid for the upgrade of the Borough of Fort Lee pump stations; and
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     WHEREAS, only one vendor responded as follows:

       Rapid Pump & Meter Service Co., Inc.
       285 Straight Street
       Paterson, New Jersey 07509

       Itemized Pricing:
       Pump Station #1, West View:      $61,390.00
       Pump Station #2, Lower Main:     $49,050.00
       Pump Station #3, Stillwell Ave:  $59,780.00
       Pump Station #4, Valley View:    $73,670.00; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney and Borough Purchasing
Consultant have reviewed the only bid for the upgrade of the
Borough’s pump stations; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney and Borough Purchasing
Consultant have reviewed the bids for the upgrade of the
Borough’s pump stations and found that the bid of Rapid Pump &
Meter Service Co., Inc. to be in order and in conformity with the
bid specifications and have recommended the award of the bid to
that vendor,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, that a Contract be and is hereby awarded to Rapid Pump &
Meter Service Co., Inc. in the amount of Two Hundred Forty Three
Thousand, Eight Hundred Ninety Dollars ($243,890.00); and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the purchase; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid specifications
and bid responses are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office;
and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized to execute a Contract with Rapid Pump &
Meter Service Co., Inc. in a form approved by the Borough
Attorney. 

CA-15 - Awarding Proprietary Bid to Meadowland Ford Truck Sales,
Inc., Secaucus, New Jersey, for a Pickup Truck for the DPW -
$38,654,38 and Awarding Proprietary Bid to Hudson County Motors,
Inc., Secaucus, New Jersey, for a Dump Truck for the DPW -
$133,248

WHEREAS the Borough of Fort Lee advertised and received bids
for the purchase of a pickup truck and dump truck for the
Department of Public Works, all in accordance with law; and

     WHEREAS only one vendor responded to the Bid Specifications
for a pickup truck as follows:

          Meadowland Ford Truck Sales, Inc.
          330 County Avenue
          Secaucus, New Jersey 07096
          2004 Ford F-350 Pickup Truck:    $38,654.38

     WHEREAS the Borough Attorney and Borough Purchasing
Consultant have reviewed the only bid for a pickup truck and
found that the proprietary bid of Meadowland Ford Truck Sales,
Inc. to be in order and in conformity with the Bid Specifications
and have recommended the award of the bid to that dealer; and

     WHEREAS only the following two (2) bids were submitted for
dump trucks:
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          1.  Hudson County Motors, Inc.
              614 New County Road
              Secaucus, New Jersey 07096
              2004 Western Star #4900SA with Dump Body:
              $133,248.00

          2.  Campbell Freightliner, LLC
              180 Talmadge Road
              Edison, New Jersey 08818
              2004 Freightliner #Business Class M2 with Dump      
              Body: $113,777.00; and

     WHEREAS the bid submitted by Campbell Freightliner’s did not
comply with the proprietary bid terms; and

     WHEREAS the Borough Attorney and Borough Purchasing
Consultant have reviewed the bids for a dump truck and found that
the proprietary bid of Hudson County Motors, Inc., to be in order
and in conformity with the bid specifications and have
recommended the award of the bid to that dealer,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, that a Contract be and is hereby awarded to Meadowland
Ford Truck Sales, Inc. in the amount of  Thirty-Eight Thousand,
Six Hundred Fifty-Four Dollars and Thirty Eight Cents
($38,654.38); and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, that a Contract be and is hereby awarded to Hudson County
Motors, Inc. in the amount of One Hundred Thirty-Three Thousand
Two Hundred Forty ($133,240.00) Dollars. 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the purchase; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proprietary bid
specifications and bid responses are available in the Borough
Clerk’s Office; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized to execute contracts with Meadowland
Ford Truck Sales, Inc. and Hudson County Motors, Inc. in a form
approved by the Borough Attorney.

Max Lazarus, 555 North Avenue, spoke to CA-13.  Mayor Alter
responded.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-10 and CA-11.
Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Pohan and Grant responded.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilwoman Voss, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15, except
for CA-8 which was removed for separate vote) was approved
unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS

R-A/CA-8 - Amending Contract of Hannoch Appraisal Company,
Livingston, New Jersey for Appraisal, for Redevelopment Area 1 -
$8,000 (Fee to be Paid by Redeveloper)

Councilwoman Voss introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:
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WHEREAS, the Borough authorized the hiring of James Hannoch,
Hannoch Appraisal Company, by resolution of the governing body on
November 13, 2003, to appraise block 6101, lots, 13, 14, 15 and
20, the said property constituting a portion of Redevelopment
Area 1, for the purpose of establishing the value of these
properties for negotiation and purchase or condemnation in
accordance with the existing Redevelopment plan for Redevelopment
Area 1; and

WHEREAS, the fee for all such appraisal services was set at
$175.00 per hour not to exceed $10,000.00 with additional fees as
stated for any such additional services provided, all of which
fees are to be paid by the designated Redeveloper for block 6101,
lot 13, 14, 15 and 20; and 

WHEREAS, funds for payment of said appraisal will be
advanced by the designated Redeveloper to be held in escrow by
the Borough of Fort Lee for the purpose of paying such fees, it
being understood that no services shall be authorized until such
funds have been advanced; and

WHEREAS, the actual fees for the appraisal were $18,000,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the contract for James Hannoch,
Hannoch Appraisal Company, 11 Stonewall Drive, Livingston, New
Jersey 07039 be amended by an additional $8,000 for appraisal
services performed; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be
placed with the original contract file of Hannoch Appraisal
Company for this project and such contract and amending
resolution is available for inspection and on file in the Office
of the Borough Clerk.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss

ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri

R-1 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation, Atrium
Palace Syndicate vs. Borough of Fort Lee, 1512 Palisade Avenue,
Block 3203, Lot 4.*

Mr. Cervieri recused himself and left the podium for this
portion of the meeting.

Councilman Villano introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

     WHEREAS, The Atrium Palace Syndicate filed suit against the
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled The Atrium Palace
Syndicate vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. BER L 3624-
02, alleging that certain parking spaces located within the
confines of the condominium association property should not have
been separately assessed; and

     WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Council of the
Borough to settle any and all claims arising out of this dispute;
and

     WHEREAS, the Borough has been fully compensated with respect
to the taxes due and owing on the parking spaces, which are the
subject matter of this litigation; and
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     WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor has indicated that, had the said
condominium association properly amended its Master Plan to
reflect the actual use of the property in question, there would
not have been imposed separate assessments; and

     WHEREAS, the Tax Attorney recommends that the matter be
settled, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the
Borough,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation
entitled The Atrium Palace Syndicate vs. Borough of Fort Lee,
under Docket No. BER L 3624-02, so that the Borough will refund
to The Atrium Palace Syndicate the total sum of $65,000 on or
before April 20, 2004; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Collector shall amend
the Borough’s tax records to reflect that any and all real
property taxes due on certain parking spaces, and as more
particularly described on the schedule annexed hereto to Exhibit
A and made a part hereof, shall be deemed paid and satisfied; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon the amendment of the
Master Deed of The Atrium Condominium Association, the Tax
Assessor shall amend and reflect on his records that the parking
spaces listed on Exhibit A shall no longer be accorded separate
assessments, applicable for tax year 2004 and forward.  

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF BOROUGH’S CENTENNIAL MARCH 29TH

Mayor Alter stated that the Borough’s Centennial Ball is
being held this Saturday night at the Hilton Hotel.

Messrs. Iannaconi and Wielkotz left at this portion of the
meeting.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - spoke to the high cost of insurance.  He said
that the Borough just received a third place award from the South
Bergen County Joint Insurance Fund for its 2003 Safety Incentive
Program.  That was third place out of twenty towns.  The award
entitles the Borough to future reductions in premiums.  The
Borough also received an award for reducing its lost time
accident frequency rate below the Borough’s past three-year
average and below the Joint Insurance Fund’s three-year average. 
This is a small step in the budget and controlling of costs.

In speaking to the ordinance that was adopted earlier this
evening with regard to special law enforcement officers, he
mentioned about traffic and how it backs up on the local streets
at odd times and even on Sunday evenings.  The Borough is forced
to spend a significant amount of overtime in the police budget. 
A better job was done this past year in reducing overtime.  The
Borough has an opportunity to achieve savings without reductions
in personnel.  
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Councilwoman Kasofsky - announced that the Fort Lee Library will
host a bus trip to the Caramoor Center for the Arts in Katonah,
New York on Wednesday, May 12th at 9:00 a.m.  The cost is $55.00
per person.  For further information contact Bill Camal, program
coordinator for the library, at 201-592-3627.

Councilman Villano - mentioned that five years ago today, former
Municipal Chairman, Richard Nest, passed away.  He did a great
deal of good for the community.  He sent his respects to Kay
Nest.

He announced that Jack and Joan Alter’s 51st wedding
anniversary is tomorrow.  He wished them a happy anniversary.

He read a letter from Mildred Schrank, who just received a
copy of the Borough spring newsletter.  She just let him know
that being a longtime Fort Lee resident who now resides out of
state, it is nice to be able to still get news about Fort Lee.

He announced that the Fort Lee Recreation Department, in
collaboration with the Fort Lee Police Department, is presenting
an Internet safety program for Fort Lee parents on Tuesday, April
13th at 7:00 p.m. at the Fort Lee Recreation Center.  The program
is presented by members of the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office
Computer Crime Task Force.  Bergen County Prosecutor, John
Molinelli, is the special invited guest.  For further information
call 201-592-3612.

He mentioned the following three charities and programs he
is involved with:

1. Fort Lee Teen Center
2. Fort Lee Community Fund 
3. Shelter Our Sisters - abused women organization

Councilman Sargenti - stated that the Office of Emergency
Management will be implementing a Community Emergency Response
Team (C.E.R.T.) training program commencing on May 1st.  It is a
ten week program that provides Borough residents with basic
training on what to do before, during and after a disaster.  For
further information contact Joseph Licata, Emergency Management
Coordinator, at 201-592-3599.  

He stated that this is the second year that the Police
Department has sponsored a basketball tournament for the sixth
graders in all four public schools.  The tournament started on
Tuesday and ended tonight.  He congratulated School #2 on winning
the tournament.

He recently attended a soccer dinner at the Marriott Hotel
in Teaneck that was attended by over 650 people.   He stated that
Fort Lee has two under eight soccer teams.  They both won the
North Jersey indoor soccer program.  The under ten girls soccer
team also won.  The under ten, twelve and fourteen boys teams all
finished in second place.  He congratulated all the children,
coaches and parents who made that possible.  Overall, the Fort
Lee soccer program is well-supported.

He will be attending the flag football dinner this Sunday at
2:00 p.m. at the Hilton Hotel.

Councilwoman Voss - stated that the Fire Department has responded
to 318 calls this year. (Monthly fire report available in the
Office of the Borough Clerk).
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She announced that the Richard A. Nest Senior Center will be
offering aerobic classes on Saturdays.  Beginning on Saturday
April 3rd, there will be two 45-minute classes, at 10:00 a.m. and
10:45 a.m.  Fort Lee residents 60 years and older have expressed
an interest in Saturday programming as they are not available
during the week to participate in the Center’s activities.  Along
with the new exercise classes, the Center offers a poetry
workshop, creative writing workshop and yoga.  Twice a month, the
Page Turner Book Club meets at the Center as well.  The sixth
edition of the senior poetry anthology is currently available at
the Senior Center. 

She expressed her condolences to Peggy and Harry Welte, on
the passing of Peggy Knapp.  Her husband Jack Knapp, who had
performed at many Borough events passed away last year.  They
were both sixty-five years old when they died.  Donations are
being accepted to the Jack and Peggy Knapp scholarship fund.  The
scholarship will benefit a student from Fort Lee High School
pursuing a degree in music.

She stated that the Centennial Ball has been sold out for
this Saturday.  There is expected to be over 250 people in 
attendance.  There will be other events and activities throughout
the year in celebration of the Borough’s centennial.

She, along with Mayor Alter, went to Fort Lee High School
yesterday to attend a program that was put on in celebration of
the high school’s seventy-fifth anniversary.  

She announced that the United Homeowners are hosting a
candidates night for the upcoming school board election on April
20th.  Candidates night will be held on Wednesday, March 31st at
7:30 p.m. at the Lewis F. Cole Middle School. 

She read an article from Parade Magazine concerning “Women
in Government”.  She urged more women to get involved in 
government.

Councilman Cervieri - stated on behalf of the Mayor and Council,
that he would like to express his condolences to the Boswell
family on the loss of their brother this week.

He mentioned that the big green machine is cleaning the
sidewalks throughout the town.  This is part of a more intensive
maintenance cleaning program of the Borough’s streets and
sidewalks.  Hopefully, this encourages more people to shop in the
downtown area of the Borough.

He also congratulated Jack and Joan Alter on their 51st

wedding anniversary.

He reminded everyone that the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of
Commerce will be holding their annual event at the Fort Lee
Hilton Hotel.  Jack and Joan Alter are being honored as persons
of the year.  He encouraged everyone to attend.  Tickets are
available through the Chamber office at 201-944-7575.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss, the meeting moved into public participation.

Speaker     Subject   Response

Steve Monetti           .Emergency Response Team
Executive Director of     Meeting/Praise of Ms.
 Parking Authority        Thomas
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    .Praise of Former Mayor
                          Richard Nest and Mayor
                          Alter

Eve Sava     .Health Department Summons  
463 Catherine St.         - Cat Release Program

Ryan Kortis             .Trap-Neuter Return -       Mayor Alter
241 West 97th St.         Alternative Program       Mr. Villano
New York, NY.

Joseph Licata           .9/11/01 Mutual Aid 
Emergency Management    . C.E.R.T. Program
 Coordinator

Edward Faraday          .Taxpayers Cost to          Mayor Alter
2466 Second St.           Protect Bridge

                        .Hoyt Avenue Property/      Mr. Cohen
                          PIP Improvement Project   Mayor Alter
                                                    Mr. Cervieri

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilwoman Voss, seconded by Councilman Sargenti,
and carried at 10:30 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                         Thursday, March 11, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky,
                Villano, Sargenti, Cervieri

ABSENT: Councilwoman Voss

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter stated that there are a number of police
promotions being done tonight.  Many members take different
police tests and have worked very hard for these promotions. 
They are all well deserved.  The Mayor and Council does not
bestow these promotions.  The promotions have been earned.  The
Police Department members and their family members should be very
proud.  Around the State, the Fort Lee Police Department is known
and respected.  He and the governing body members are very happy
to perform the duty of tonight’s promotions.

RESOLUTIONS

R-1 - Police Promotions - Sergeants

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
wish to promote Patrol Officers Scott Bendul, Patrick Kissane and
John Ford to the rank of Sergeant with an effective date of March
11, 2004,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that these promotions will be
certified by the New Jersey Department of Personnel and shall be
at a salary as outlined in the current P.B.A. Contract.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.



Regular Meeting                                    March 11, 2004
                                                          Page #2

OATHS OF OFFICE

Mayor Alter swore in Sergeant Scott Bendul.  His children,
Erin, Mike and Danny, held the Bible, and his brothers, Sergeant
Keith Bendul and Detective Mark Bendul of the Bergen County
Prosecutor’s Office, pinned on his badge.

Mayor Alter swore in Sergeant Patrick Kissane.  His son 
Michael and daughter Michelle held the Bible, and his wife
Stephanie pinned on his badge.

Mayor Alter swore in Sergeant John Ford.  His wife Judy held
the Bible, and his father, retired Fort Lee Police Captain Martin
Ford, pinned on his badge.

R-2 - Police Promotions - Lieutenants

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
wish to promote Sergeants Keith Bendul, Robert Zevits and Gary
Moleta to the rank of Lieutenant with an effective date of March
11, 2004,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that these promotions will be
certified by the New Jersey Department of Personnel and shall be
at a salary as outlined in the current P.B.A. Contract.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

OATHS OF OFFICE

Mayor Alter swore in Lieutenant Keith Bendul.  His wife
Kathleen, and daughters Kim and Kayla held the Bible, and his
brothers Scott and Mark pinned on his badge.

Mayor Alter swore in Lieutenant Robert Zevits.  His sister
Patricia held the Bible, and his brother, Fort Lee Police Captain
Joseph Zevits, pinned on his badge.

Mayor Alter swore in Lieutenant Gary Moleta.  His wife Jane,
his daughter Lindsay, and his sister Debbie held the Bible, and
his mother Evelyn pinned on his badge.

R-3 - Police Promotions - Captain

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
wish to promote Lieutenant Ronald Orso, to the rank of Captain
with an effective date of March 11, 2004,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this promotion will be
certified by the New Jersey Department of Personnel and shall be
at a salary as outlined in the current P.B.A. Contract.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

OATH OF OFFICE

Mayor Alter swore in Captain Ronald Orso.  His sons Matthew
and Sean held the Bible, and his wife Kathleen pinned on his
badge.
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Mayor Alter stated that there will be a brief recess and
that the Mayor and Council will be going into closed session to
discuss personnel matters.

Acting Chief Hart congratulated the officers and their
families with regard to tonight’s promotions.  He passed along
retired Chief Thomas Tessaro’s congratulations.  Tom is in Europe
at this time.  Acting Chief Hart thanked the Mayor and Council
and Borough Administrator for their continued support of the
Police Department.  He commended all the men and women of the
Police Department including the civilian staff for their hard
work and dedication to duty.  The responsibilities of the Police
Department cannot be met without the support of the Mayor and
Council and without the assistance of the other emergency
services in the Borough.  The Police Department’s mission cannot
be accomplished without the cooperation and assistance of the
residents of Fort Lee.  On behalf of the other department
administrators, Inspector Jack Reuter and Inspector Thomas
Ripoli, the entire department thanks everyone for their continued
support.

RESOLUTION FOR EXCLUDING THE PUBLIC

     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a Public Body to go
into closed session during a Public Meeting; and

     WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Fort Lee has deemed it
necessary to go into closed session to discuss certain matters
which are exempted from the Public; and

     WHEREAS, the regular meeting of this Governing Body will
reconvene,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee will go into closed session for the
following reason(s) as outlined in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12;

Personnel: Police Department
 Administration
 Municipal Court
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and approved unanimously, the meeting moved into closed
session at 8:26 p.m.

2.  The minutes of the discussion in closed session may be
disclosed when the Mayor and Council has determined that the need
for confidentiality has been satisfied.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the regular meeting reconvened at 8:55 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February
19, 2004 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Cervieri
abstaining.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February
26, 2004 Regular Meeting were approved.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 4,
2004 Executive Session were approved. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance #2004-13 -  Amending Chapter 90, by Establishing
the Part Time Position of Class One Special Law Enforcement
Officer

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-13 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 90 OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE BY ESTABLISHING THE PART-TIME POSITION OF
CLASS ONE SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS” was introduced and
passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 25,
2004.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2004-6 - Capital Ordinance for 2004 Statewide
Local Domestic Preparedness Equipment Grant Award - $150,000

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING A $150,000 GRANT
TO BE RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR PURCHASE OF LOCAL
DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS EQUIPMENT FOR USE BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-7 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2003-6 for Certain
Non-Union Employees - Municipal Court Judge

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-7 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE
#2003-6, ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND
CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-11 - Acquisition of Real Property and
Improvements by Purchase or by Condemnation of Block 6101, Lots
13, 14, 15, and 20, Commonly Known as 173 Bridge Plaza North

Mr. Cervieri recused himself and left the podium while the
ordinance was being discussed.
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On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-11 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE FOR THE ACQUISITION AND
IMPROVEMENTS, BY PURCHASE OR BY CONDEMNATION, CONSISTING OF LOTS
13, 14, 15 AND 20 IN BLOCK 6101 AS SHOWN ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, AND COMMONLY KNOWN AS 173 BRIDGE
PLACE NORTH IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”

Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, spoke to the
description of the ordinance.  He asked if condemnation can be
done only for a municipal improvement for the use of the town.

Mr. Cohen replied negatively.  There has to be a valid
public purpose.  At the very least if an area is in need of
redevelopment then it is lawful for the town to acquire property
for that purpose.  

Mr. Goldberg asked about time frames.

Mayor Alter said there is potential litigation involved so 
he did not want to delve too deeply into discussion.

Mr. Goldberg asked if the Borough would be covered
financially if this matter goes to litigation.

Mr. Cervieri replied affirmatively.

Mr. Pohan said that the Borough has accepted a developer who
has entered into agreement which they have agreed to pay all the
costs associated with the purchase and/or condemnation of the
property.

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti
       

ABSENT: Council Members Voss, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-12 - Amending Ord. #388-66, Section D, Parking in
Municipal Properties - Three (3) Hour Time Limit for Persons
Using the Library Facilities

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388, VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 66 TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AND
PARKING ON BOARD OF EDUCATION AND MUNICIPAL PROPERTIES, OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15.



Regular Meeting                                    March 11, 2004
                                                          Page #6

CA-1 - Designating “The Liberty Place Complex” Block 4302, Lot
12.01, With an Official Address of 101 Cedar Street

     A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF      
     FORT LEE DESIGNATING THE OFFICIAL ADDRESS OF THE             
     LIBERTY PLACE COMPLEX AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT FOR         
     THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE

     WHEREAS, the Liberty Place Complex Affordable Housing
Project currently does not have an official designated address on
the official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County;
and

     WHEREAS, this project must have an official address so that
the Borough can properly maintain all official records regarding
the project and so that the United States Post Office can deliver
mail to the residents of the Project,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

     1.  The Liberty Place Complex Affordable Housing Project     
         official address shall be designated as 101 Cedar        
         Street, Block 4302, Lot 12.01 by the Tax Assessor of the
         Borough of Fort Lee. 

     2.  The Tax Assessor shall notify the Fort Lee United States 
         Postmaster of this address designation. 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the resolution is
available in the Borough Clerk’s Office.

CA-2 - Awarding Contract to Enforsys NJ, Inc, West Whippany, New
Jersey, to Convert Old Software and Upgrade the Police
Department’s Computer System - $75,000 + $32,600 Annually For
Maintenance Cost for Five (5) Years

      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH
      OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO ENFORSYS NJ, INC. 
      TO PROVIDE THE  POLISYS SERVICE PLATFORM/APPLICATION 
      FOR THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
believe that it is necessary that the Borough of Fort Lee Police
Department’s software be converted, and updated to provide
Integrated Data Access, reporting and other services over a
secure connection in order to insure efficient operation of the
Borough’s Police Department computer system; and

     WHEREAS, the appropriate contractor for a fully integrated
specialty software provider has been determined,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

     1.   ENFORSYS NJ, INC. (“ENFORSYS”) of 622 Route 10 West,
Suite 23, Whippany, New Jersey 07981 is awarded a contract to
provide specialty software services for the Borough of Fort Lee.

     2.   ENFORSYS shall provide the POLISYS service
platform/application dedicated to the Borough of Fort Lee Police
Department functions.

     3.   The POLISYS service platform/application will provide
Integrated Records Management, Computer Aided Dispatch and Mobile 
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Data Terminal functionality to the Police Department.

     4.   The POLISYS service platform/application will encompass
the following functionalities:

          a) Incident creation;

          b) Personnel scheduling;

          c) Time and attendance monitoring;

          d) False alarm, tracking and processing;

          e) Police vehicle fleet maintenance;

          f) Pet licensing;

          g) Internet e-mail; and

          h) All mandated Federal, State and County reports and   
             including a large selection of commonly used         
             departmental operational and statistical reports.

     5.   The POLISYS service platform/application will be
continuously enhanced in repose to additional reporting
requirements which may become necessary under applicable State or
Federal statutes or regulations, or by the integration of
additional modules developed for other departments at Municipal,
County or State levels.

     6.   The application will be hosted at the Borough of Fort
Lee Police Department’s home site or at secure co-location sites
contract by ENFORSYS, and run on highly available servers.

     7.   ENFORSYS will be responsible for the development,
installation, maintenance and upgrades of the remote
applications.

     8.   ENFORSYS shall provide data conversion of legacy data
from one prior data system to READ ONLY file compatible with the
POLISYS service platform/application for a fee of thirty thousand
($30,000) dollars.

     9.   ENFORSYS shall receive initial subscriber licensing
fees and terminal fees in the amount of forty-five thousand
($45,000) dollars.

     10.  ENFORSYS shall receive annual licensing fees and
terminal fees, maintenance and service costs for a five-year
period for a total fee of one hundred sixty-three thousand
($163,000) dollars; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the project; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall
advertise the award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-4 -  Approving Auxiliary Fireman Application for James
Halliday for Fire Company #1

The auxiliary firefighter application for James Halliday for
Fire Company #1 was approved.
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CA-5 -  Authorizing Dana Reilly to Perform the Duties of Acting
Deputy Court Administrator in the Absence of June Keelen

WHEREAS, Dana Reilly has been performing the duties of
Deputy Court Administrator while June Keelen is on maternity
leave,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Dana Reilly be named as Acting
Deputy Municipal Court Administrator, in Ms. Keelen absence
retroactive to February 23, 2004, with no change in salary.

CA-6 - Authorizing Hiring of Samantha Wielkocz as a Part Time
Clerk in the Office of Economic Development - 12.00 Hourly

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have authorized part-time clerical help in the Office of Economic
Development,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Samantha R. Wielkocz,
will be employed as a part time clerk, at an hourly rate of
$12.00, not to exceed 19.5 hours weekly, with an effective hiring
date of March 15, 2004

CA-7 - Authorizing Title of Cook for Loretta Marttini, Richard A.
Nest Senior Citizens’ Center - $5,000 Increase to $26,168

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Loretta Marttini, Kitchen Manager, of the Richard
A. Nest Senior Citizens Center, be promoted to the position of
Cook, with an effective date of March 15, 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of
Personnel, with a salary increase of $5,000.

CA-8 - Authorizing Title Change for Alisa Ellsworth, from Clerk 
Typist to Senior Clerk Typist, in the Building Department
- 7% Increase to $29,611

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Alisa Ellsworth, Clerk Typist, of the Building
Department be promoted to the position of Senior Clerk Typist,
with an effective date of March 15, 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of
Personnel, with a salary increase of seven percent (7%) which is
in accordance with the 2002 White Collar Bargaining Unit
Contract.

CA-9 - Authorizing Title Change for Sharon Scheiner, From Clerk
Typist to Senior Clerk Typist, in the Borough Clerk’s Office
- $5,000 Increase to $31,846

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Sharon Scheiner, Clerk Typist, of the Borough
Clerk’s Office, be promoted to the position of Senior Clerk
Typist, with an effective date of March 15, 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of
Personnel, with a salary increase of $5,000.
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CA-10 - Authorizing Title Change for Francine Weissman, From
Principal Clerk Typist to Claims Examiner, Workers Compensation,
Typing, in the Administrative Office - $5,000 Increase to $37,045

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Francine Weissman, Principal Clerk Typist, of the
Administrative Offices, be promoted to the position of Claims
Examiner, Workers Compensation, Typing, with an effective date of
March 15, 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of
Personnel, with a salary increase of $5,000.

CA-11 - Authorizing Title Change for Elizabeth Connell, Principal
Clerk Typist to Supervising Clerk Typist, in the Police
Department - 7% Increase to $38,570

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Elizabeth Connell, Principal Clerk Typist, of the
Police Department be promoted to the position of Supervising
Clerk Typist, with an effective date of March 15, 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of
Personnel, with a salary increase of seven percent (7%) which is
in accordance with the 2002 White Collar Bargaining Unit
Contract.

CA-12 - Authorizing Additional Title of Planning Administrator
for Barbara Klein, Office of Economic Development - $5,000
Increase to $42,655

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Barbara Klein, Senior Clerk Typist as
Planning/Zoning Board Secretary in the Office of Economic
Development be given the additional title of Planning
Administrator, with an effective date of March 15, 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this additional title comes with
a $5,000 salary increase.

CA-13 - Authorizing Title Change for Allegra Levy, Principal
Accounting Clerk to Supervising Clerk Typist in the Police
Department - $5,000 Increase to $50,793

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Allegra Levy, Principal Accounting Clerk, of the
Police Department, be promoted to the position of Supervising
Clerk Typist, with an effective date of March 15, 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of
Personnel, with a salary increase of $5,000.

CA-14 - Authorizing Salary Increase to Maryanne Sutera, Computer
Operator/Mayor & Council Secretary, of the Mayor’s Office/
Administrative Offices - $7% Increase to $47,790

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Maryanne Sutera, Computer Operator/Mayor & Council
Secretary, of the Mayor’s Office/Administrative Offices, be given
a salary increase of seven percent (7%) with an effective date of
March 15, 2004.
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CA-15 - Authorizing Title Change for Michael Maresca, Heavy
Equipment Operator/Supervisor of Special Projects to Assistant
Public Works Superintendent, in the Parks/Public Works Department
- $12,000 Increase to $91,717

     BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Michael Maresca, Heavy Equipment
Operator/Supervisor of Special Projects, of the Parks/Public
Works Department be promoted to the title of Assistant Public
Works Superintendent, with an effective date of March 15, 2004;
and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is accompanied by
a salary increase of $12,000 and that this promotion is
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department
of Personnel.  

Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, had questions
pertaining to CA-2, CA-3 and CA-15.

Ms. Thomas responded to CA-2.  Mayor Alter spoke to CA-3. 
Ms. Thomas and Mayor Alter responded to CA-15.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15, except
for CA-3 which was removed for separate vote by Councilman
Cervieri) was approved unanimously. 

RESOLUTIONS

R-A/CA-3 - Awarding Contract to Value Research Group, LLC,
Livingston, New Jersey, to Appraise Property at 456-460 Main
Street, 453 Jane Street and 2143 Hudson Terrace - $13,000

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Villano
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, there exists a need for appraisal services for the
purpose of determining the market value of certain properties
within the Borough of Fort Lee which have been designated for
redevelopment; and 

WHEREAS, the firm of Value Research Group, LLC, having its
offices at 301 South Livingston Avenue, Suite 104, in Livingston,
New Jersey, is a licensed appraisal firm; and 

WHEREAS, Value Research Group, LLC, has submitted a proposal
to perform appraisals to the Office of Economic Development and
the provision of such appraisal services are professional
services under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1,
et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, as a professional services, appraisal services may
be awarded without competitive bids; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has funds available for the retention
of Value Research Group, LLC, for the purpose of providing the
appraisal services, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the
Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Value Research Group, LLC, is
hereby retained to provide appraisal and related services
pursuant to the proposal submitted under date of February 16,
2004; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appraisal services to be
provided shall consist of the appraisal of Block 3606, Lots 11
and 12 and Block 4006, Lots 1, 2, 21 and 22, being commonly known
as 456 - 460 Main Street and 453 Jane Street for the fee of
$5,500.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the property located at Block
6105, Lot 2, commonly known as 2143 Hudson Terrace will likewise
be appraised for the sum of $7,500.00; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the total fees approved pursuant
to this Resolution are $13,000.00 for the purpose of conducting
the appraisals; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the proposal and a
form of Contract along with this Resolution shall be placed and
filed with the Clerk of the Borough; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of the award of this
Contract shall be published in accordance with the Local Public
Contracts Law in the official newspaper of the Borough of Fort
Lee. 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti

ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri

R-4 - Authorizing the Borough to Make Application to the Local
Finance Board for its Review and Consent to a Non-Conforming
Maturity Schedule in Connection With the Financing of Various
Capital Improvements in and for the Borough

Councilman Villano introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

          RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE           
          COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, MAKING APPLICATION        
          TO THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD PURSUANT TO 
          N.J.S.A. 40A:2-26(e)

     WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen,
New Jersey (the “Borough”) desires to make application to the
Local Finance Board for its review and consent to a non-
conforming maturity schedule in connection with the financing of
various capital improvements in and for the Borough; and

     WHEREAS, THE BOROUGH BELIEVES:

     (a)  it is in the public interest to accomplish such         
          purpose;

     (b)  said purpose or improvements are for the health,        
          wealth, convenience or betterment of the inhabitants of 
          the Borough;

     ©)  the amounts to be expended for said purpose or           
         improvements are not unreasonable or exorbitant; and

     (d)  the proposal is an efficient and feasible means of      
          providing services for the needs of the inhabitants of  
          the local unit or units and will not create an undue    
          financial burden to be placed upon the Borough. 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey, as 
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follows:

     Section 1.    The Application to the Local Finance Board for
the purpose described in the Recitals hereof is hereby approved,
and the Borough’s Auditor, Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva,
P.A. and Bond Counsel, DeCotiis, FitzPatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP,
along with other representatives of the Borough, are hereby
authorized to prepare such Application, to file such Application
with the Local Finance Board and to represent the Borough in
matters pertaining thereto (including any related matters which
may arise in the course of the Local Finance Board’s review of
the Application).

     Section 2.    The Borough Clerk is hereby directed to
prepare and file a copy of this resolution with the Local Finance
Board as part of such Application.

     Section 3.    The Local Finance Board is hereby respectfully
requested to consider such Application and to record its
findings, recommendations and/or approvals as provided by the
applicable New Jersey Statute.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Cervieri

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - The Fort Lee Film Commission will honor Alice
Guy Blache, the first woman film director and studio owner.  She
founded Solax Studios on Lemoine Avenue, which is presently the
Food Emporium location.  This Saturday the Film Commission at
12:00 noon will be placing a sign at the site to recognize her
accomplishments.  At 2:00 p.m. there will be a book reading and
signing at Borders by Dr. Alison McMahan, the author of “Alice
Guy Blache: Lost Visionary of the Cinema”.  At 4:00 p.m. at the
newly refurbished auditorium at Historic Park, there will be a
symposium concerning women in film, particularly Alice Guy
Blache, plus a screening of her 1913 film “Matrimony’s Speed
Limit” will be shown.  The Film Commission as part of its spring
Cliffhanger Film Festival and centennial activities will be
having a salute to Asian-American filmmakers in late April.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - gave an overview of an upcoming bus trip,
children’s reading groups and movies that the Fort Lee Public
Library will be presenting.  For further information contact the
library at 201-592-3628. 

She spoke to the Borough’s ongoing streetscaping program. 
The next phase will begin in the early spring on Palisade Avenue
from Main Street to Lemoine Avenue.

She thanked everyone from the Parking Authority, DPW and
Health Department who have been involved in cleaning up the Main
Street sidewalks and curbs on a daily basis.  The Governor’s
office has been contacted so that the State can send crews in to
the areas highways to get the litter cleaned up.

Councilman Villano - read the 2004 paving report.  These are a
list of streets that are going to be paved and milled by the DPW
during the spring and summer months.   The list of streets is
available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

He announced as liaison to the Advisory Committee for the 
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Disabled that their initiative this year is to identify any
barriers.  He is asking residents who notice anything that may be
a barrier for the disabled to write to the ADA Board at 309 Main
Street.  

He announced that the ADA Board will be giving a sensitivity
work shop to the Bergen County Clerks’ Association on Thursday,
June 17th at 12:00 noon at Seasons Restaurant in Washington
Township.  Topics will include accessibility and a positive
relationship between able-bodied and disabled people. 

He stated that the Fort Lee Community Fund has received a
federal tax identification number.  The Second Look Shoppe will
be opening in April with the goal of raising money for the
Community Fund.

Councilman Sargenti - stated that the Recreation Department came
out with their spring bulletin which includes all of the classes
that they are offering in the spring.  He read the requirements
for anyone wanting to sign up for a class.  Registration begins
at the Recreation Center on Monday, March 22nd from 6:30 pm.
until 9:30 pm.  Registration is on a first come first served
basis.  Thereafter, registration will be held on weekdays from
9:00 a.m until 3:00 p.m. at the Recreation Office through March
26th.  For further information contact the Recreation Department
at 201-592-3612.

He added that the Recreation Department is now accepting
applications for summer camp counselors and wading pool
attendants.  Applicants must be fifteen years old by June 25,
2004 in order to apply.  Applications are available in the
Administration Office in Borough Hall, 309 Main Street.  The
application deadline is May 7th.

Councilman Cervieri - mentioned that at the work session last
week, the council had expressed their concern after receiving
complaints about the condition of Main Street and the streets in
the Borough.  It was a high priority item.  Borough employees had
been working on the problem, but the governing body brought it to
their attention and the results so far have been very positive.

He congratulated the police officers and their family
members who were promoted earlier this evening.  The promotions
were all well deserved.  It is nice to see local Fort Lee kids as
they have grown up in the community to be a major part of the
community. 

He reminded everyone that the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of
Commerce is doing their annual journal which honors the persons
of the year.  This year’s recipients are the Honorable Jack and
Joan Alter.  The dinner dance will be held Saturday, May 8th. 
Tickets for the event are available by calling the Chamber Office
at 201-944-7575.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss, the meeting moved into public participation.

Speaker  Subject   Response

Stanley Goldberg     .Streetscaping Phase III       Ms. Thomas
1080 Inwood Terrace    Costs

                     .Revaluation Certification     Mayor Alter
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 .Number of Borough Employees   Ms. Thomas

 .Recent Drug Bust Handled by   Mayor Alter   
                       Police Department            Mr. Cervieri
                                                    Mr. Villano

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Cervieri,
and carried at 9:30 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                      Thursday, February 26, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky,
                Villano, Sargenti, Voss, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer
Steven Wielkotz, Municipal Auditor

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter stated that there was an article in today’s
“Record” with regard to Fort Lee’s revaluation.  A revaluation
does not change the amount of tax that is collected.  It
determines who pays what part of the overall tax.  The
revaluation came about under court order.  It was the opinion of
the Bergen County Tax Board based on sales of properties in Fort
Lee, that properties were being sold for amounts different from
their assessed value.  Some are sold for more and some for less. 
Revaluation is supposed to produce fairness so that properties
truly reflect what they are worth.  New Jersey is heavily
dependent upon the real estate tax, so sales are watched
carefully.  When there is a deviation of more than 15%, the
County Tax Board comes in and asks the Borough to conduct a
revaluation.  

He believes that everyone in Fort Lee has received their new
assessment.  There are appeal processes that are explained in the
notices sent.  He cautioned everyone to wait until the tax rate
is struck so that residents have a better idea where they will
be.  Many people will end up paying the same amount of taxes that
they do now assuming that the total expenses of the Borough stay
approximately the same.  Other taxpayers will pay more or less in
taxes.  When it is done, the total tax collected will not be much
different than it was last year.  It can be a confusing subject
to a lot of people.  

He concluded by saying that the municipal portion of the
2003 budget had almost no increase in the municipal tax rate.  
He is not sure if the Borough will be as fortunate this year. 
The budget that will be introduced later tonight shows almost a
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9% increase in expenses from last year’s budget.  It is hoped
that when the budget is finally adopted, the tax increase will be
lowered by considerably less than the 9% in expenses.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 4, 2004
Reorganization Meeting were approved.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-9 - Amending Salary Ord. #2002-14 - 
Establishing Salaries and Wages for White Collar Employees - Code
Enforcement Salary and Deletion of Code Enforcement Trainee Title

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried, Ord. #2004-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING ORDINANCE #2002-14 ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES” was
introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
March 25, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-10 - “CAP” Ordinance to Exceed Index Rate for
2004

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-10 entitled, “‘CAP’ ORDINANCE
TO EXCEED INDEX RATE; INDEX RATE LESS THAN 5% LIMITATION FOR THE
YEAR 2004 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14),” was introduced and passed on
first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
March 25, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-11 - Acquisition of Real Property and 
Improvements by Purchase or by Condemnation of Block 6101, Lots
13,14,15 and 20, Commonly Known as 173 Bridge Plaza North

Mr. Cohen noted for the record that Mr. Cervieri left the
podium and recused himself before any discussion began with
regard to this ordinance.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-11 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE FOR THE
ACQUISITION AND IMPROVEMENTS, BY PURCHASE OR BY CONDEMNATION,
CONSISTING OF LOTS 13, 14, 15 AND 20 IN BLOCK 6101 AS SHOWN ON
THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, AND COMMONLY
KNOWN AS 173 BRIDGE PLACE NORTH IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was
introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
March 11, 2004.
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AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-12 - Amending Ord. #388-66, Section D, Parking
on Municipal Properties - Three Hour Parking Time Limit for
Persons Using the Library Facilities

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING CHAPTER 388, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES,
SECTION 66 TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AND PARKING ON BOARD OF EDUCATION AND
MUNICIPAL PROPERTIES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,”
was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 11,
2004.

INTRODUCTION OF 2004 MUNICIPAL BUDGET

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and
appropriations (available in the office of the Borough Clerk)
shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said budget be published in The
Record in the issue of March 4, 2004.

The Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby
approve the following as the Budget for year 2004 (available in
the office of the Borough Clerk):

Mr. Grant announced that the total anticipated general
appropriations for 2004 at introduction is $51,162.401.17

The introduced budget was approved on the following roll
call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,    
            Voss, Cervieri

Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution
was approved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee,
County of Bergen, on February 26, 2004.  A hearing on the Budget
and Tax Resolution will be held at Borough Hall, on March 25,
2004 at 8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said
Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2004 may be presented by
taxpayers or other interested persons.

PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance #2004-8 - Authorizing The Fort Lee Film Commission 
To Place a Marker on Block 6101, Lot 5, Food Emporium Property
for Purpose of Acknowledging The Historic Significance of Said
Property

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-8 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT
LEE FILM COMMISSION TO CAUSE THE INSTALLATION OF A MARKED IN
PROPERTY AS SHOWN ON THE BOROUGH TAX MAP AS BLOCK 6101, LOT 5,
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FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACKNOWLEDGING THE HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF
SAID PROPERTY.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Voss.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEM

Ordinance #2004-4 - Amending Chapter 324, Article II - Rent
Control Increase Calculations (Tabled February 12th)

Title: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 324, RENT CONTROL,
ARTICLE II RENT INCREASE CALCULATIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH
OF FORT LEE

There was neither any discussion, nor any motion made with
regard to removing this item from the table.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-9.

CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                           $14,720,539.62
Capital                                      429,900.77
Trust (Accutrack)                             66,030.54
Trust (Old)                                         n/a
Police Activity Account                             n/a
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                     n/a
Senior Citizen Computer Account                     n/a
Disability Insurance Trust                          n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                     n/a
Centennial Fund                                     n/a
Wedding Fees                                        n/a
Trip Admissions                                     n/a
Multiple Dwelling                                   n/a
Construction Fees                                   n/a
Special Dog Account                              201.60
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                      n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                     320,706.36
Redemption Account

CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Kate Siccardi as a Clerk Typist in
the Building Department - $23,171

WHEREAS, the Building Department has requested the Mayor and
Council to hire and additional secretary, and the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Fort Lee have determined that the
position be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Kate Siccardi be appointed to a
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full time position of Clerk Typist, in the Building Department,
with an effective date of March 1, 2004, at an annual salary of 
$23,171.00; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of
Personnel. 

CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Robert Perelli as a Code Enforcement
Officer in the Building Department - $30,000 Annually

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have determined that the Building Department should hire a Code
Enforcement Officer to fill a vacant position,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Robert A. Perelli be hired as a
full time Code Enforcement Officer, with an effective hiring date
of March 15, 2004, at an annual salary of $30,000.00; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of
Personnel. 

CA-4 - Authorizing Professional Services Agreement With the
Bergen County Employees Assistance Program for 2004 - $20.00 Per
Employee

2004
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

between the
Borough of Fort Lee

and
the County of Bergen

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program,
hereinafter referred to as the “BCEAP,” a program implemented by
the County for the purpose of dealing with employees having
personal problems, including alcoholism, having its office
located at 327 E. Ridgewood Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652;
and

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Department of Health Services and
the Department of Health and Senior Services of the State of New
Jersey have expressed a major concern for the development of
Employee Assistance Program services for municipal governments,
and private enterprise; and

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program
staff is fully qualified to perform the Substance Abuse
Professional function as specified by the Federal Department of
Transportation Drug and Alcohol Testing Regulations (DOT Jn, 1995
SAP Guidelines); and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has expressed its desire to
have the services of the BCEAP made available to its employees
for the period January 1, 2004 - December 31, 2004,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee
agrees to pay a fee for BCEAP services of $20.00 per employee;
the total number of employees covered by this agreement 245.
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CA-5 - Endorsing 2005 Pedestrian Grant Reimbursement for the
Police Department From The New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic
Safety - $18,000

WHEREAS, the Borough’s application for funding of a 2005
Pedestrian Safety Enforcement & Education grant for the Borough
of Fort Lee has been approved by the State of New Jersey in the
amount of $18,000; and

WHEREAS, it’s necessary for the Mayor and Council to approve
and endorse the grant reimbursement,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough does hereby approve and
endorse grant PS 02-16-02-09, funding for the Pedestrian Safety 
Enforcement & Education grant in Fort Lee; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and he is hereby
authorized and directed to execute any approval agreements in
connection herewith.

CA-6 - Approving Person to Person/Place to Place Liquor License
Transfer From Nestani, Inc. (Inactive License) to Araxthos
Inc., at 2020 Central Road

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person to
person and place to place transfer of plenary retail consumption
license 0219-33-025-004, heretofore issued to Nestani, Inc., a
corporation, (inactive license) for premises located at a mailing
address of 25 Samford Drive, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has
been properly renewed for the current license term; and

WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as
pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title
33; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase
of the license and the licensed business and all additional
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance
certificate for person to person transfer from the State of New
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation,
Trenton, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building
Inspector and the Fire Inspector,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing
Body does hereby approve the person to person and place to place
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to
Araxthos Inc. at 2020 Central Road, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024
effective February 26, 2004 and does hereby direct the Municipal
Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership.

CA-7 - Approving Place-to-Place Liquor License Transfer of The
Hudson Wine Market, Inc. (Inactive) to 1638 Fort Lee Town
Center, Building D, Schlosser Street

WHEREAS, an application has been filed by The Hudson Wine 
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Market, Inc., (Inactive) for a place-to-place transfer of plenary
retail distribution license number 0219-44-060-012, at a mailing
address of 23B East Edsall Avenue, Palisades Park, New Jersey;
and

WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the applicant has
complied with N.J.S.A. Title 33, and the license has been
properly renewed for the current license term; and

WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building
Inspector and the Fire Inspector,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve, effective February
26, 2004, the place to place transfer of the aforesaid plenary
retail distribution license, to include premises at 1638 Fort Lee
Town Center, Building D, Schlosser Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

CA-8 - Authorizing Hold Harmless and Indemnification Agreement
With MCI for Installation of Cable Lines on Various Utility Poles
Located in the Borough

HOLD HARMLESS & INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT

     This Indemnification Agreement (“Indemnification Agreement”)
is made and executed on this 26th day of February, 2004, for the
benefit of the Borough of Fort Lee, a Municipal Corporation of
the State of New Jersey (the “Borough”), whose address is 309
Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024, and a MCI, a         
Corporation (“”MCI”), whose address is One North Broadway, Suite
710, White Plains, New York 10607; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough is the owner of fiber optic lines on
utility poles located at various locations in the Borough of Fort
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey with said locations
more fully described in the attached Schedule A; and

     WHEREAS, MCI is desirous of installing cable lines on
utility poles located at various locations in the Borough of Fort
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey with said locations
more fully described in the attached Schedule A; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough’s fiber optic lines must be relocated
in order to accommodate the installation of cable lines for MCI;
and

     WHEREAS, MCI has agreed to perform the make ready work
necessary, at its own cost and expense, for the Borough so that
MCI may install its cable lines; and

     WHEREAS, MCI has assumed full responsibility for all of the
make ready work and will reimburse the Borough for any damage
that is caused to its fiber optic lines; and

     WHEREAS, the Borough authorizes MCI to perform the make
ready work necessary, provided that MCI enters into a hold
harmless and indemnification agreement with the Borough,

     NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual
promises, covenants and agreements herein contained, and for
other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and
sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged by each of the
parties, and for the benefit of the parties hereto, the parties
hereto do hereby covenant and agree with the other as follows:
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     I.   Indemnification

     MCI hereby indemnifies, defends and holds harmless the
Borough and its successors and assigns from and against suits,
judgments, damages and costs resulting solely from negligence on
behalf of MCI, its officials and employees, in connection with
MCI’s make ready work on utility poles located in the Borough of
Fort Lee and more fully described in Schedule A.

     II.   Entire Agreement

     This Indemnification Agreement, constitutes the entire
agreement between the parties herein with respect to the subject
matter hereof and supercedes any and all prior agreements and
understandings, both written and oral, between the parties with
respect to the subject matter contained in this Indemnification
Agreement.

     III.  Amendment and Waiver

     This Indemnification Agreement may not be amended, nor shall
observance of any term of this Indemnification Agreement be
waived, except by written agreement signed by the parties.

     IV.   Governing Law

     This Indemnification Agreement shall be governed and
controlled as to interpretation, enforcement, validity,
construction, effect and in all other respects by the laws,
statutes, and decisions of the State of New Jersey.

                         SCHEDULE “A”

LOCATIONS

1.  Anderson Avenue & Tremont Avenue      Pole 62107  FTL
2.  Anderson Avenue & Elsemere Place      Pole 2201   FTL
3.  Anderson Avenue & Westview Avenue     Pole 62520  FTL
4.  Anderson Avenue & McLoud Drive        Pole 62046  FTL
5.  Anderson Avenue & McLoud Drive        Pole 61678  FTL
6.  Anderson Avenue & Slocum Way          Pole 61679  FTL
7.  Anderson Avenue & Tom Hunter Road     Pole 60243  FTL
8.  Anderson Avenue & Riverdale Drive     Pole 61820  FTL
9.  Main Street & Fletcher Avenue         Pole B60926 FTL

CA-9 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Obtain Specifications
and Advertise for Bids or Purchase Through State Contract a
Clubhouse With Site Improvements at Van Fleet Park and Four (4)
Police Vehicles

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids and/or
purchase through New Jersey State Contract for:

. Three (3) Marked and One (1) Unmarked Police Vehicles

. Clubhouse for Van Fleet Park and Necessary Site
        Improvements to Area Around Van Fleet Park

Mayor Alter requested that CA-10 be removed from the consent
agenda.

Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, questioned CA-9.  Ms.
Thomas responded to his quesiton.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
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Sargenti, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-9) was
approved unanimously.  

RESOLUTION

R-1/CA-10 - Authorizing Acceptance, Approval and Adoption of
Appraisal Submitted by Hannoch Appraisal Company and to Commence
Negotiations and Offer to Purchase Property Located in
Redevelopment Area 1, Comprising Block 6101, Lots 13, 14, 15, and
20, Commonly Known as 173 Bridge Plaza North

Mr. Cervieri recused himself and left the podium during the
discussion of this resolution.

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has commissioned an
appraisal of a portion of Redevelopment Area 1 comprising Lots
13,14,15 and 20 in Block 6101 by the Hannoch Appraisal Company
pursuant to a certain Redevelopment Agreement between the Borough
of Fort Lee and COM office Developers, LLC; and

WHEREAS, the Hannoch Appraisal Company has performed an
appraisal of Lots 13,14, 15 and 20 in Block 6101, which appraises
the fee simple estate for both the land and the improvements
thereon and has submitted the appraisal to the Borough for
acceptance, approval and adoption for the propose of setting the
offer and/or purchase price to be paid for the said property and
improvements; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, upon prior written notice
from COM Office Developers, LLC, has been requested to negotiate
a voluntary purchase of the aforementioned property and/or to
initiate formal condemnation proceedings to obtain title to the
property; and

WHEREAS, the appraisal submitted by the Hannoch Appraisal
Company has been reviewed and accepted by COM Office Developers,
LLC, in accordance with the requirements of the Redevelopment
Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee in accordance with the
requirements of the Redevelopment Agreement and in carrying out
the public purpose expressed in the Local Redevelopment and
Housing Law has determined it appropriate to facilitate the
redevelopment process,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the report of appraisal
prepared by the Hannoch Appraisal Company appraising the fee
simple title in property located in Redevelopment Area 1 and
constituting Lots 13, 14, 15 and 20 in Block 6101, commonly known
as 173 Bridge Plaza North, which report is dated February 25,
2004, and has been submitted to and reviewed by this governing
body and which further sets the appraised value of the afore-
described property as 173 Bridge Plaza North is hereby accepted,
approved and adopted; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the sum of $600,000.00, as set
forth in the Hannoch Appraisal report be and the same is hereby
deemed the offer price and/or purchase price for Lots 13, 14, 15
and 20 in Block 6101 as appraised; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Director of the Office of
Economic Development, special redevelopment counsel, and
condemnation counsel be and the same are hereby authorized to
enter into negotiations with Hudson Terrace Realty Management
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Corp., the owner of record of the above-referenced property, for
the purpose of submitting an offer to purchase the property for
the offer price as established by the appraisal and pursuant to
statute; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon depositing by COM Office
Developers, LLC, the full amount of the offer price, and in
compliance with the requirements of the Local Land and Building
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1, et seq., and the requirements of the
Eminent Domain Act of 1971,N.J.S.A. 20:3-1, et seq., that the
Mayor and/or his designate shall be authorized to submit an offer
to purchase and to commence negotiations with the property owner
for the purchase of the property.
 

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, a public hearing was opened with regard to the
resolution.

Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, asked why there is a
resolution and ordinance on this issue.

Mr. Cohen spoke about the New Jersey State statutory
requirements with regard to appraisals, voluntary negotiations
for purchase of the property, and condemnation procedures. 

Mr. Goldberg asked why is the Borough interested in buying
the property and are the people the Borough is dealing with good
people who will come up with the proper finances.

Mayor Alter explained the history of the “Skeleton
Building”.  The goal is to have a fine business headquarters
built at the skeleton site that will enhance the community with
jobs and aesthetics.

Mr. Cohen added that when a redeveloper is chosen under the
proper statutory processes and before litigation is begun, an
agreement is signed with the redeveloper that assures the Borough
that they have the resources and they become responsible for all
the costs and fees associated with the litigation. 

Mayor Alter responded that the redeveloper has come up with 
large amounts of escrow for the property. 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilwoman Voss, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti.

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss

ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - stated on behalf of the Fort Lee Film
Commission, that with the adoption of tonight’s ordinance a
historic marker will be placed on the site of the Food Emporium. 
It was the original site of the Solax Film Studio, and one of the
first movie studios in Fort Lee.  It was owned and run by Alice
Guy Blache, one of the first women film directors.  In connection
with the upcoming “Women’s History Month”, the marker is
scheduled to be placed at the Food Emporium site on Saturday,
March 13th at 11:00 am.  Afterwards, there will be a program at
the Fort Lee Historic Park concerning Alice Guy Blache.  It will
be the first event held at the newly renovated and refurbished
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auditorium. 

Councilwoman Kasofsky - stated that the Bergen County Utilities
Authority is sponsoring a number of household hazardous waste
collection days in 2004.   The first of the collection days will
be held on Sunday, March 28th at Bergen Community College, 400
Paramus Road, Paramus, New Jersey, commencing at 9:00 a.m.  For
additional information about the BCUA’s household hazardous waste
management and disposal program call 201-807-5825.

She announced the following scheduled events to be held at
the Fort Lee Library.

    1.  Author Julia Glass will hold a book signing and book      
         discussion of her book “Three Junes” on Thursday,        
         March 4th at 7:30 pm. 

    2.  The Reader’s Choice Book Discussion Group meets on the
         second Tuesday of the month at 2:00 p.m.  In the 
         upcoming months “A Beautiful Mind”, by Sylvia Nasar and
         “Waste and Want”, by Susan Strasser will be discussed.
         For further information contact the library at 592-3628.

Councilman Villano - mentioned that this past Sunday a number of
people attended Richard and Joan Thompson’s 50th wedding
anniversary.  He learned at the event that the Bethany Methodist
Church is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year.

He stated that the new community center is rising out of the
ground.  The footings are down and the cement blocks are going
up.  

Councilman Sargenti - announced that baseball and softball
tryouts are being held at the high school this Sunday beginning
at 9:00 a.m.

He spoke to the recent fire in Cliffside Park that destroyed
an apartment building.  He praised Joseph Licata, Emergency
Management Director, and the members of Emergency Management for
assisting during and after the fire. 

Councilwoman Voss - stated that this month is “Black History
Month”.  She mentioned that Carter Woodson created ”Negro History
Week” in 1926.  The observance grew to “Black History Week” in
the 1970's and was established as “Black History Month” in 1976.
She spoke to several African Americans and their accomplishments
throughout the years.  

She stated that on March 11th she has invited the Fort Lee
Film Commission members to come to Trenton to honor Oscar
Micheaux, the first African American director.

She also attended the Thompsons’ 50th wedding anniversary
celebration.  They are a wonderful couple who have been very
involved in Fort Lee events and the Bethany Methodist Church for
the last 50 years.  

Councilman Cervieri - stated that the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of
Commerce has recently announced that their “Persons of the Year”
for 2004 are the honorable Jack and Joan Alter.  They will be
honored in May at the Chamber’s annual gala.

He said the Chamber is currently accepting ads for its 2004 
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Community Directory which will be handed out at the Chamber gala
in May.

He announced the following upcoming Chamber events.

1. New member meet and greet at the New York Sports Club
         15th Street location on Wednesday, March 10th at 5:30 pm.

2. The Global Business Roundtable, a new Chamber partner,
         is holding a seminar/network event at the Assembly
         Steakhouse, Englewood Cliffs, on Wednesday, March 17th

         from 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

For further information for these events call the Chamber at
201-944-7575. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss, the meeting moved into public participation.

Speaker   Subject Response

Nina Levinson         .Bethany Methodist Church
1560 West St.           Blue Stone

  .Tax Rate Ms. Thomas
Mayor Alter

Stanley Goldberg      .”CAP” Rate Index Ord.      Mayor Alter
1080 Inwood Terrace

Anna Lypinski         .Borough Centennial 
400 Park Place          Decorations

  .Ice and Snow Removal Ord.  Ms. Thomas
                                                  Mayor Alter

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilwoman Voss, seconded by Councilman Cervieri,
and carried at 8:40 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                      Thursday, February 12, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky,
                Villano, Sargenti, Voss, Cervieri

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter asked the Fire Chief to come up to commence the
swearing in of the new fire officials for 2004.

Fire Chiefs’ Swearing in Ceremony

Mayor Alter administered the oaths of office to the newly
elected Lieutenants, Captains, Battalion Chief, Deputy Chief and
Chief for the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department.

Second Lieutenants: Rich Onufrey, Keith Sabatino, Vinnie
Martin and Chris Radoian.

First Lieutenants:  Ernesto Szabo, Phillip Craddock, Joseph
Piemonte and Matt Hintze.

Captains: Jack Siccardi, Jeff Bernard, Steve Curry and 
William Chippane.

Battalion Chief: Steven Richter.  His son Kyle held the
Bible and his other son, Chris, pinned on his badge.

Deputy Chief: Corey Parker.  His daughter Samantha held the 
Bible and pinned on his badge.  His niece Alyssa and nephew
Michael also held the Bible.

Chief: Thomas Bernard Jr.  His mother Linda held the
Bible and his father Thomas Bernard Sr. pinned on his badge.
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FIRE CHIEF SPEECH

Chief Thomas Bernard thanked the Mayor and Council for their
continual support in past years.  He stated that Fort Lee
continues to field the finest volunteer fire department that can
be found anywhere.  The dedicated professionals of the Fire
Department receive the finest training and they are one of the
best equipped forces in the State.  The mission continues to
evolve and the Fire Department is constantly preparing for and
responding to new emergencies and new challenges.  He expects
this year to be a year of growth and development for the
Department.  He is truly honored to lead the Department.  He
thanked all of the officers of the Department for their continued
support and he expects great things to be accomplished in the
upcoming year.  This night has truly been a lifetime in the
making for him.  He has been around the Fire Department his whole
life.  He remembered his father being sworn in as Fire Chief and
that was a proud moment for him, and he is very proud to be
honored as Chief tonight and to follow in his father’s footsteps. 
He thanked everyone again and wished for a safe year.

SPEECH BY OUTGOING FIRE CHIEF

Outgoing Fire Chief Ralph Porrino stated that last year at
this time he hoped to come back with a good report.  After
approximately 1,700 alarms that the Fort Lee Fire Department
responded to this past year, he proudly came back keeping his
word.

     When he took over as Chief of Department in 2003 he asked
that the officers and members renew their training habits and
requests for schooling.  He is extremely proud that the
Department had one of the finest training years ever, with more
members graduating Firefighter One and Firefighter Two than in
any past year.  The Department now has approximately fifty  
first responders who are qualified for emergency first aid and to
use defibrillators on each first response.

     This past April, he along with Chief Bernard and several
fire officers spent a week in Indianapolis, Indiana for a full
week of extensive and intensive training in several different
fields.  For the past couple of years, the Fire Department has
taken advantage of some of the best schooling available in the
country.  He thanked the town officials for giving several fire
officials a chance to attend the available training sessions. 

He stated that there were no major fires in 2003; however,
due to a harsh winter with a multitude of calls, the Department
assisted numerous residents in private homes and apartments with
water and electrical problems.  There was also a higher than
usual number of accidents and highway calls which included
numerous extrications of vehicle occupants.  Some of these calls
resulted in several of the fire members receiving recognition and
awards for their actions at the scene of those alarms.

     He went on to state that without the actions of the brave
and dedicated men and women of the Department, both in the line
of fire duty and those serving in ther Armed Forces, no Chief
would be able to give such an excellent report to the community. 
The residents of Fort Lee can be proud that they have one of the
best if not the finest volunteer fire department in this area.

     He thanked the Mayor and Council for their solid support
with his requests in 2003 and especially for working so well with
the truck committee from Fire Company #3 with their new ladder
truck needs.  One of the most rewarding events in his year as a 
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Chief Officer was in the granting of his request and making it
possible for the dedication of a street and memorial in
Constitution Park for firefighter Fred Cavaliere who was killed
in the line of duty seventy-six years ago.  

     He added that the new leadership of the Department has
continued to maintain the standards of excellence that it has
been known for.  As he steps down as Chief of Department of 2003,
Chief Tom Bernard, Jr., Deputy Chief Corey Parker and Battalion
Chief Steve Richter, have taken over the Department with a
promise to maintain that excellence.  He also stated to the
residents of the community that he personally knows that these
three Chiefs are three of the best trained and most knowledgeable
leaders that the Department has had.  He will continue to work to
make the Fire Department one that is looked up to and admired.

     He thanked his family once more for their wonderful support
the past several years.  He thanked the members once again for
their backing and for the close friendships he has made.  He will
continue to be active and looks forward to many more years of
service within the Department and will continue to support the
Department in any way that he can or any way that he is asked to.

     He closed as he has in the past with, “I pray that the
Almighty and St. Florian watch over us and keep us safe to answer
the next call”.  

Mayor Alter stated that the people in the Fire Department 
deliver a quality of service that is recognized throughout the
State of New Jersey.  The members place themselves in harm’s way. 
They are their brothers’ and sisters’ keepers.  The training, the
dedication and professionalism of the members leave this
community in as good a shape as it can be left to answer dangers. 
It is always a pleasure to see the caliber of people who keep
staffing the volunteer Fire Department.  They see and do their
duty.  With all the young kids present tonight, he expects to see
the Fire Department continue to stay in good shape in the future. 
Fort Lee has been lucky that there have not been more problems
due to its proximity to New York and to the George Washington
Bridge.  He can only hope that the Borough can continue to have
the blessing of peace as far as this community is concerned.  He
believes that the governing body members concur with him as far
as whatever support the Fire Department needs they will receive. 
He wished everyone a good celebration.

There was a five minute recess at this time in the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 22,
2004 Executive Session were approved with Councilwoman Voss
abstaining.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 22,
2004 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilwoman Voss
abstaining.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 5,
2004 Executive Session were approved with Councilwoman Voss
abstaining.
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-6 - Capital Ordinance for 2004 Statewide
Local Domestic Preparedness Equipment Grant Award - $150,000

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,
APPROPRIATING A $150,000 GRANT TO BE RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY FOR PURCHASE OF LOCAL DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS EQUIPMENT
FOR USE BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW
JERSEY” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
March 11, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-7 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2003-6 for Certain
Non-Union Employees - Municipal Court Judge

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-7 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2003-6, ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR
WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES,” was
introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
March 11, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-8 - Authorizing The Fort Lee Film Commission 
To Place a Marker on Block 6101, Lot 5, Food Emporium Property
for Purpose of Acknowledging The Historic Significance of Said
Property

On motion by Councilwoman Voss, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-8 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE FILM COMMISSION TO CAUSE THE
INSTALLATION OF A MARKED IN PROPERTY AS SHOWN ON THE BOROUGH TAX
MAP AS BLOCK 6101, LOT 5, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACKNOWLEDGING THE
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF SAID PROPERTY,” was introduced and
passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
February 26, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2004-1 - Establishing Chapter 99, The Civilian
Managerial and Planning Position of Director of Public Safety

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 
IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 99, THE 
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CIVILIAN MANAGERIAL AND PLANNING POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
SAFETY COORDINATING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, FIRE DEPARTMENT,
COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENTS, AMBULANCE CORPS AND OFFICE OF
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sargenti.

Mr. Villano stated that he has a list of criteria as to why
the Borough would want a Public Safety Director.  As he reviewed
his list, he believes that the Borough does not need a Public
Safety Director.

He spoke to some of the nineteen different criteria that he
had written out.  They are as follows:

1.  Is there a lack of leadership in or near the top ranks
of the Police Department, Ambulance Corps, Fire Department or
Emergency Management?  No.

2.  Is there a lack of cohesiveness among the higher rank
officers?  No.

3.  Is there a lack of talent within the department?  No.

4.  Would an outside Public Safety Director help or hurt
morale?.  He thinks it would hurt morale.

5.  Are there current morale problems that require outside
intervention?  He does not see any.

6.  Are the departments in a geographical area where Chiefs
or Directors are traditional?  No.

7.  What is the acceptance of the Director position of other
law enforcement executives?  There is no acceptance of it.

8.  Is there an added expense to having a civilian Director?
The answer is yes.

9.  Does the public demand outside leadership?  The answer
is no.

10. Is there a great deal of turmoil within the Departments
that the Public Safety Director would head?  The answer is no.

11. Is there a lack of accountability among the senior
ranking officers that can only be addressed by outside civilian
leadership?  No.

12.  Do the Departments keep of with modern techniques?  As
the Fire Department expressed earlier, the Borough does keep up
with the most modern techniques and equipment.

For the above reasons and a number of others, Mr. Villano
stated that he will have to vote no on the creation of the Public
Safety Director position.

Ms. Voss stated that in thinking about this position, she
went on-line to see if there were any towns that had a Public
Safety Director and/or a Police Chief.  All the towns have one or
the other.  She concurred with what Mr. Villano had to say with
regard to the ordinance.

Mayor Alter stated that it easy to say the Borough does not
need outsiders coming in.  For years it had been suggested to him 
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that the Borough could use a Public Safety Director, and he had
steadfastly refused to consider it.  Since that time, things 
have occurred that he believes make this ordinance useful, and he
believes that it will improve the lives and potential safety of
the community.  In his time on Earth he has never seen the kinds
of challenges that the United States faces.  On September 11th,
after the Port Authority was decimated with the loss of over
thirty police officers, the Fort Lee Police Department took
control of the George Washington Bridge.  He sat in a training
room at the Port Authority Administration Building, with many
different agencies represented.  Being the only Mayor present, he
asked who was in charge.  He was told no one.  He understood the
Bergen County Prosecutor was there and had stated that because it
was a crime, he was in charge, but he had left.  The people who
were present deported themselves beautifully.  The collegiality
and professionalism were excellent, but there was no coordinator. 
He hopes that there never will be a repeat of September 11th, but
he feels that some event like that could occur again and he
believes that someone has to be in charge.  Outsiders are not
being brought in.  The Borough needs a new Police Chief.  There
are two fine candidates for the position.  It has been determined
by him and a majority of the Council to take one of the
candidates and make him Police Chief and to take the other
candidate and make that individual Public Safety Director.  He
thinks it is in the best interest of the community to keep all of
the police management together.  As far as costing more money, he
noted that the average pay for Bergen County Police Chiefs and
Deputy Chiefs has only a $1,000 difference.  There is a fine
group of Police Captains in the Borough, many of whom are
qualified to be Police Chief some day.  It is for all of the
above reasons that if this can be put together, he thinks that a
coordinator who comes from within the body of the Police
Department of Fort Lee and who is most likely to be selected for
the position, has the right to ask what protection he may get
because he serves at the whim of government.  There are some
administrative challenges in creating the Police Chief’s
position.  Fort Lee, being a civil service community, has to do
things by the numbers.  The appropriate tests have to be taken,
and it may be a very slow process.  In short, the  creation of
the Public Safety Director position is in the best interest of
the community.  He hopes that the right individual for the
position can be found from within the Police Department and also
be able to promote from within the department to the permanent
Police Chief’s position.

The Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Sargenti, Alter

NAYS: Council Members Villano, Voss, Cervieri

Mayor Alter broke the tie in favor of the ordinance by      
casting an “AYE” vote.

Ordinance #2004-2 - Establishing Chapter 6, Instituting an
Amended Stipend Program to Reimburse Members of the Fort Lee
Volunteer Ambulance Corps

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,
ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 6, INSTITUTING A STIPEND PROGRAM TO
REIMBURSE MEMBERS OF THE FORT LEE VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE CORPS.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Sargenti.
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Mayor Alter stated that this ordinance was delayed last year
when no raises were given.  The request was to make the stipend
for the Ambulance Corps about the same as it is for the Fire
Department.

On motion by Councilman Pohan seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-3 - Amending Chapter 130, Article I, -
Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages in Public and Private Places

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to
Ord. #2004-3 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 130,
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, ARTICLE 1 CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PLACES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT
LEE.”

Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, asked about public
and private limitation of alcoholic consumption.  He wanted to
know where the ordinance is taking the Borough with regard to
privacy issues.

Mr. Cohen replied that the ordinance is not tied into any
new initiative.  This is a technical correction to make the
ordinance more clear as to what is and is not permitted in an
already regulated environment.  The changes were recommended by
the Police Department.  It is intended to make their professional
life easier to have an ordinance that regulates the consumption
of alcoholic beverages uniformly in the Borough.

Mr. Goldberg asked if the amending ordinance affects blood
alcohol content.  He expressed concerns about how this ordinance
affects private individuals.

Mr. Cohen replied that the technical corrections to the
ordinance have nothing to do with the State regulated allowable
blood alcohol content when driving.

Mayor Alter stated that you cannot consume liquor on private
property without the permission of the property owner.

Mr. Cohen said the ordinance clearly speaks to public liquor
licenses and private licenses such as social clubs.  It does not
mean a private home.

Mr. Cervieri asked Mr. Grant to read the pending ordinance
in full.

Ms. Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to public conveyances
with regard to the pending ordinance.

Mr. Cohen replied that the Borough is an agent of the State
with regard to the issuance of liquor licenses.

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.
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Ordinance #2004-5 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 69, Handicapped
Parking Space by 1132 Keswick Place

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.”

There being no discussion, the public hearing was closed on
motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Pohan.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Cervieri, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.

Ordinance #2004-4 - Amending Chapter 324, Article II - Rent
Control Increase Calculations

Kim Furbacher, certified shorthand reporter, license number
XIO1042, transcribed the full discussion related to Ordinance
#2004-4.  The certified transcription is available as a permanent
record in the February 12, 2004 regular meeting minutes folder. 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.
#2004-4 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 324, RENT
CONTROL, ARTICLE II RENT INCREASE CALCULATIONS, OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”

Marvin Rothenberg, 1500 Palisade Avenue, spokesman for the
Fort Lee Cooperative and Condominium Association, stated that his
group is opposed to the pending ordinance.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that she is opposed
to the pending ordinance.

Charles Gormally, Esq., attorney for Wolf Block, LLP,
Roseland, New Jersey, appearing on behalf of several clients,
including the Crystal House and Carriage House, stated that he is
opposed to the pending ordinance.  He wanted to know how the
governing body came to its conclusion to lower the rent increase
calculation from 5% to 4%.

Eric Liebriech, 2175 Hudson Terrace tenant, stated that what
tenants pay and what they may be expected to pay in rent should
be consistent with a well-run building.

Larry Laiken, Crystal House owner, stated that this is the
wrong ordinance at the wrong time.

Gregg Levey, 2175 Hudson Terrace tenant, spoke to vacancy
decontrol, and market rents.

Charles Sobel, 2175 Hudson Terrace, President of the Fort
Lee Tenants Association, stated that he is in favor of the
pending ordinance.

Jonathan Krantz, 2175 Hudson Terrace, Riverview Realty owner
and manager of the 2175 Hudson Terrace building, stated that he
is against the pending ordinance.

Matthew Shapiro, 500 Linwood Drive, President of the New
Jersey Tenants Organization, and a member of the Fort Lee Tenants
Association, stated that he is in favor of the proposed ordinance
and believes the proposed change does not go far enough.
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Max Lazarus, 555 North Avenue, stated that he believes that  
there has to be a certain amount of fairness with regard to the 
rent calculation issue.  

Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, asked  Mr. Cervieri
if he did his due diligence on this issue.  Mr. Goldberg added
that if anyone took the time to read all the possible reports
with regard to this issue, they would not have enough time to 
constantly be able to stay on top of this issue.

George Porto, 450 Central Road, spoke to the history of the
rent control ordinance and he discussed vacancy decontrol.  He
mentioned that the ordinance has to be looked at from both the
tenants’ and landlords’ side before a decision is made.

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti.

Mr. Pohan spoke to the consumer price index (CPI) when the
rent leveling ordinance was originally adopted in 1972.  He said
that the Borough then went to a maximum allowable percentage
increase (MAP), of which he was the original author.  He
explained how that was tied into inflation when inflation was
running at 4% and 5%. He feels that with inflation running under
3% for the last few years, it is time to reduce the rent increase
calculation from 5% to 4%.  He is in favor of the ordinance’s
passage.

Mr. Cervieri stated that the Fort Lee Rent Control Ordinance
is a matter of fairness.  Qualified senior citizens, low income
and disabled tenants all deserve rent protection.

     He stated that Fort Lee’s Rent Control Ordinance should be
instead called income control without expense control.

     He pointed out that the time the original ordinance was
passed, it was a period of wage and price controls and a rental
housing shortage in Fort Lee.  This is no longer the case. 

     He said that the Consumer Price Index is not the proper
measure of the cost of providing housing; it is a measure of a
“bundle of goods” or market-basket of items that do not have
anything to do with the cost of housing.  To tie an increase in
income to CPI is flawed as the cost of insurance, fuel, gas and
electric, labor and materials needed to maintain property has
greatly outpaced the CPI (inflation rate) over the past five
years.

     He added that the timing of this flawed revision to a flawed
ordinance could not have been worse considering that the Borough
spent a substantial sum to complete a borough wide revaluation of
all the rateables as of October 2003.

     He went on to say that a senior citizen making $184,000 per
year qualifies for additional rent protection under the M.A.P.
formula in Fort Lee’s Rent Control Ordinance.  A “means-test” to
qualify those truly requiring a rent subsidy should be considered
instead of the current system which benefits those who don’t
deserve a subsidy at the expense of all Fort Lee taxpayers. 
Vacancy decontrol should be a part of any change in the rent
income control ordinance of the Borough of Fort Lee.

     He concluded by stating that the this government is not
trying to deny anybody fair, affordable housing, but he believes
that ordinance if adopted would certainly not accomplish that.  
The government should strive to encourage and provide affordable
housing and maintain the fabric of Fort Lee.
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Councilman Cervieri offered a motion, which was seconded by
Councilman Villano to table the ordinance.

The motion to table the ordinance was approved on the
following roll call: 

AYES: Council Members Villano, Sargenti, Voss, Cervieri

NAYS: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky

Mayor Alter spoke about electric rates and the inherent
right of businesses to earn a profit.  He stated that the
government does not really belong in the private lives of people;
however, government has to act for people who cannot act for
themselves.  A few years ago, he had told Messrs. Sobel and
Shapiro that the Borough had to look into vacancy decontrol for
condos and cooperatives.  After a meeting with representatives of
Mediterranean South and Horizon House along with Messrs. Sobel
and Shapiro, it was decided that the Borough would go into a form
of vacancy decontrol with condos and cooperatives and the Borough
passed an ordinance on its own.  The landlords wanted the same
treatment and they did not get it.  He said that if he were a
landlord he might understand their position.  He said that the
ordinance has to be looked at again.  Even if the ordinance had
passed, there are corrections that have to be made.  The matter
will be discussed at the next executive session and will be on
the February 26th regular meeting agenda.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-10.

CA-1 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Michael
Flanagan for Fire Company #2

The auxiliary firefighter application for Michael Flanagan
for Fire Company #2 was approved.

CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Diran Jebejian as a Full-Time Public
Safety Telecommunicator Trainee in the Communications Center
- $31,515 Annually

WHEREAS, due to a vacancy in the Police Department
Communications Center, the Mayor and Council have determined that
this vacancy should be filled,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Diran Jebejian be appointed to a
full time position of Public Safety Telecommunicator Trainee in
the Communications Center, with an effective date of February 16,
2004; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department
of Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $31,515 at Grade
9, Step A, as per the Blue Collar Bargaining Unit Contract.

CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Thomas Meyers as Full-Time Director
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs - $51,750

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have determined that the functions of the Administrator of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, to foster community programs in 



Regular Meeting                                 February 12, 2004
                                                         Page #11

the areas of the arts, culture, film, history and heritage of our
local community, and feels that the services of an individual
with experience in these areas would be beneficial,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Thomas Meyers be appointed to a
full-time position, under the auspices of the Borough, with an
effective date of February 16, 2004; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department
of Personnel and shall be at his 2004 salary of $51,750, as per
the White Collar Bargaining Unit Contract.

CA-4 - Approving Six Months Maternity Leave for June Keelen,
Deputy Court Administrator - Effective March 15th

WHEREAS, June C. Keelen, Deputy Court Administrator in the
Municipal Court, has submitted a request for a six month
maternity leave, with an additional six months leave,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the above request is hereby
authorized for June C. Keelen, commencing on March 15, 2004.

CA-5 - Authorizing the Fort Lee Film Commission to Place a
Historic Marker on the Entrance to the Food Emporium Which
Designates the Site as the Location of Solax Studio

WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Film Commission has requested
permission to place a historic marker on the entrance to the Food
Emporium, property located on Lemoine Avenue; and

WHEREAS, said marker will inform the public that the site is
the location of the Solax Studio, which was owned and operated by
Alice Guy Blache, the first woman to direct a film and to own a
movie studio; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-4 the Food Emporium
site is a location of historic significance; and

WHEREAS, under N.J.S.A. 40:55D-65.1 the governing body may
adopt by affirmative vote of a majority of its authorized
membership, an ordinance designating one of more historic sites
that are not based upon the Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the site located within the Borough of Fort Lee is
of historic significance and the governing body wishes to
designate same as a site of historic significance; and

WHEREAS, under the Fort Lee Code Section 410-50(k) signs for
official governmental or quasi-governmental business, displayed
with the permission of the governing, are exempt from permits and
fees; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed to be in the best interest of the
Borough of Fort Lee to designate this site as a place of historic
significance,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee
hereby approves and authorizes the placing by the Fort Lee Film
Commission of a historic marker on the entrance to the Food
Emporium property located on Lemoine Avenue; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk
are hereby authorized, for and on behalf of the Borough of Fort 
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Lee, to execute documents that are necessary and proper to permit
the Fort Lee Film Commission to place the historic marker at said
site.

CA-6 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering, South
Hackensack, New Jersey to Update the Borough’s Zoning Map
- $1,800

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
plan to update the Borough of Fort Lee’s Zoning Maps to include
the 2003 changes; and

     WHEREAS, the anticipated scope of the work includes rezoning
the R-6 zone, adding the R-6A zone, rezoning the PUD zone to the
C-1A zone and introducing the D-1 zone to Block 6101 and 6102;
and

     WHEREAS, the appropriate engineer for the surveying services
has been determined,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

     1.  Boswell Engineering of 330 Phillips Avenue, P.O. Box
3152, South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 is awarded the contract
to provide surveying services to update the Borough of Fort Lee’s
Zoning Maps.

     2.  Boswell Engineering shall prepare the Zoning Map update
which shall include rezoning the R-6 zone, adding the R-6A zone,
rezone the PUD zone to the C-1A zone and introducing the D-1 zone
to Block 6101 and 6102 for a lump sum fee of one thousand eight
hundred ($1,800.00) dollars; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the project; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s office; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall
advertise the award of the contract in a legal newspaper.  

CA-7 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering, South
Hackensack, New Jersey to Provide Civil Engineering Services
for Site Improvements at Van Fleet Park for the New Clubhouse -
Fee Not to Exceed $17,600

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
plan to institute site improvements at Van Fleet Park for a new
clubhouse; and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated site improvements are a new
clubhouse consisting of a meeting room, concession, storage area
and restrooms with associated utilities, a sanitary sewer lateral
connection, minor drainage modifications, an improved parking
configuration and handicapped accessibility onto the ballfields;
and

WHEREAS, the appropriate engineer for the site improvement
project has been determined,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:
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1. Boswell Engineering of 330 Phillips Avenue, P.O. Box
3152, South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 is awarded the contract
to provide engineering services at Van Fleet Park for a new
clubhouse.

2. Boswell Engineering shall prepare a detailed
engineering site plan which shall consist of the following
preparation of title sheet,  design site grading improvements, 
preparation of a soil erosion and sediment control plan, provide
a landscaping design, and provide a design of construction
details for a lump sum fee of twelve thousand ($12,000.00)
dollars.

3. Boswell Engineering shall attend job meetings to
coordinate with the owner throughout development of the plans and
specifications of the project for a lump sum fee of two thousand
($2,000.00) dollars.

4. Boswell Engineering shall coordinate final design with
the Borough, prepare site/civil specifications for bidding
purposes, and review shop drawings submitted for a fee of three
thousand six hundred ($3,600.00) dollars.

5. Boswell Engineering shall assess printing charges for
blue prints at a rate of $0.32 per square foot and mylars at a
rate of $3.60 per square foot.

6. Boswell Engineering will bill at its standard hourly
rate for any work required outside the scope discussed above; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and contract
are available in the Borough Clerk’s office; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise
the award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-8 - Awarding Contract to Mark Sokolich of the Law Firm of
Sokolich & Macri, Esq. as Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney for
2004 - $20,000

     BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby
authorized and directed to execute a contract for Professional
Service as follows:

Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney

     Mark Sokolich of the Law Firm of Sokolich & Macri, 1223      
      Anderson Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

     Fee $20,000 Annually Less Payroll Deductions (Total $18,470)
      Plus $125.00 Hourly for Any Additional Litigation

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey
this contract is awarded without competitive bids as a
“Professional Service under the provisions of the Local Public
Contract Law”; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the $20,000 annual fee to be
paid to Mark Sokolich of the law firm of Sokolich and Macri will
be paid through the payroll of the Borough of Fort Lee less FICA
and Medicare expenses at 7.65%; and
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     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is subject to the
availability of funds in the 2004 Municipal Budget as certified
by the Chief Financial Officer; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that notice of this action shall be
printed in an official newspaper of the Borough of Fort Lee, as
required by law within ten (10) days of its passage. 

CA-9 - Awarding Contract to Carolyn Kristal, Esq., as Planning
Board Attorney for 2004 - $20,000

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby
authorized and directed to execute a contract for professional  
service as follows:

Planning Board Attorney

Carolyn Kristal - Fee $20,000 Annually Plus $125.00 Hourly   
     For Any Additional Litigation

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey
this contract is awarded without competitive bids as a
“Professional Service under the provisions of the Local Public
Contract Law;” and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is subject to the
availability of funds in the 2004 Municipal Budget as certified
by the Chief Financial Officer; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that notice of this action shall be
printed in an official newspaper of the Borough of Fort Lee, as
required by law within ten (10) days of its passage.

CA-10 - Awarding Contract to Concepts to Operations, Inc.,
Annapolis, Maryland for Consultant Services for Borough-Wide 
Radio Communications Study - $25,000

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
want to evaluate and improve its public safety radio
communications system; and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated scope of the work includes becoming
familiar with the present and future needs of the agency, and the
expertise necessary to evaluate the existing radio communication
system, and  to provide a report outlining findings and
recommendations; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1
et seq.) requires the resolution authorizing the award of
contracts for “Extraordinary Unspecifiable Services” (“EUS”)
without competitive bids and the contract itself must be
available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has certified that a
contract to provide the above-described services meets the
statute and regulations governing the award of EUS contracts. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

1. Concepts to Operations, Inc., of 801 Compass Way, Suite
217, Annapolis, Maryland 21401 is awarded the contract to provide
the above-described consulting services regarding the public
safety radio communications system.
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2. This contract shall be awarded without competitive
bidding as an EUS in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (a)
(ii) of the Local Public Contracts Law, because such service is
specialized and qualitative in nature requiring information,
technology, and communications experience.

3. Concepts to Operations, Inc. shall evaluate Fort Lee’s
current public safety radio system, its equipment, facilities and
infrastructure, and it shall identify any shortcomings regarding
present and future needs, develop alternative systems, and
recommend a conceptual design of a radio system to meet the
Borough’s needs, all for a lump sum fee of twenty-five thousand
($25,000.00) dollars.

4. Additional services beyond the above referenced duties
shall be charged at a rate of $175 per hour for a principal,
senior project manager, and spectrum specialists, $135 per hour
for a project engineer, $125 per hour for a communications
specialist, and $50 per hour for clerical.

5. A notice of this action shall be published in a
qualified newspaper in accordance with the requirements of law;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and contract
are available in the Borough Clerk’s office.

Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, questioned CA-6.  Mr.
Cervieri and Ms. Thomas responded.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked about CA-5.  Messr.
Alter and Grant replied.

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilwoman Voss, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-10) was
approved unanimously.

RESOLUTION

R-1 - Amending Temporary Capital Budget

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the
2004 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting
therein the following project,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee as follows:

Section 1.  The 2004 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule
to read as follows:

Temporary Capital Budget of the
Borough of Fort Lee
County of Bergen

Projects Scheduled for 2004
Method of Financing
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   Est.     
Project        Costs      Grants

Acquisition of Domestic    $150,000   $150,000
 Preparedness Equipment

Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this 
project for 2004 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the
2004 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted. 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - had no report tonight.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - stated that the Parking Authority wanted
to express their thanks to the DPW for clearing the snow on Main
Street at night this past week.

She said that the Reader’s Choice Book Discussion Group
meets at the Fort Lee Public Library on the second Tuesday of
every month at 2:00 p.m.

She also said that Black History Month is being observed in
the library this month with the works of prominent African-
American writers Langston Hughes, Toni Morrison, James Baldwin
and Maya Angelou being displayed in the library’s showcase.

Councilman Villano - announced that the Advisory Committee for
the Disabled Board (ADA)is starting a new initiative which is to
make sure that all residents with disabilities are included in
the community of Fort Lee.  Identifying barriers is the new
initiative.  He gave examples of different types of barriers that
the disabled may have to deal with.  He said that any resident
who finds such a barrier that affects the disabled should write
to the ADA Board in care of Borough Hall.

Councilman Sargenti - had no report tonight.

Councilwoman Voss - offered her congratulations to outgoing Fire
Chief Ralph Porrino, incoming Battalion Chief Steven Richter,
Deputy Chief Corey Parker and to the 2004 Fire Chief, Thomas
Bernard Jr.

She stated that the Fire Department in January responded to
almost 200 calls.  She mentioned that the Fire Department hosted
the monthly meeting of the Bergen County Juvenile Fire Prevention
Program.  This is an organization dedicated to counseling
troubled youths about the dangers and consequences of setting
fires.  Fort Lee has a number of people who work in the Bergen
County Juvenile Fire Prevention program.

Councilman Cervieri - announced that the Greater Fort Lee Chamber
of Commerce is holding a breakfast and financial seminar at
Borders Books on Wednesday, February 25th at 8:00 a.m.  There is 
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no charge for members and a $10.00 cost for non-members.

He stated that the Fort Lee Rotary Club will be holding
their annual Sunday brunch on March 7th honoring Lucy and John 
Koch as their “Persons of the Year”.  The affair begins at 11:00
a.m. and will be held at the Fort Lee Hilton.  The cost is $40.00
per person.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Speaker  Subject Response

Max Lazarus          .Rent Leveling Ordinance
555 North Ave.         Landlords Profit/Loss
                       Statement

 .Public Safety Director      Mayor Alter

Matt Shapiro         .Rent Leveling Ordinance
500 Linwood Drive    .Landlords Expenses          Mr. Cervieri

Stanley Goldberg     .Consumer Price Index
1080 Linwood Terrace   Formula (CPI)

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Kasofsky, and carried at 10:35 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REGULAR MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                       Thursday, January 22, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New
Jersey.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky,
                Villano, Sargenti, Cervieri

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Voss

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

1.  On January 4, 2004, this body by resolution adopted a
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of
this meeting was accurately set forth therein.

2.  On January 5, 2004, a copy of said schedule was posted
at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of
said schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME
WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also
been mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have
prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2004 to cover the cost of
providing notice.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter stated that one of the most important things he
and the governing body get to act on is the town’s budget.  The
budget is reflected in the tax rate to the Borough’s residents.
This past Wednesday, “The Record” had an article pertaining to
about seventy North Jersey communities with regard to property
taxes in 2003.  The average increase in taxes in 2003 for the
seventy communities was 6%.  Only Fort Lee had a reduction in
their tax rate in 2003.  The figures are from the Division of
Local Government Services.  Fort Lee has lost all of its State
aid and even an application for discretionary aid sent by the
Borough was denied by the State.  Last year salaries increased
about $800,000, due to the collective bargaining agreements that
are in place with the different unions.  Last year health costs
went up by double digit numbers.  This governing body did its
job.  The press asked him what is going to happen this year.  The
bill for health insurance is already up by $1,250,000.  No matter
how the assessment numbers come out under the revaluation, there
will be around a 4% increase just for the health insurance.  The
garbage contract will be going up because the Borough’s original
scavenger went bankrupt.  The collective bargaining agreements
are still in place for this year, which will result in an
increase in taxes by 2.5%.  Security costs are high.  When the
federal government went to code orange during the holiday season,
the taxpayers of Fort Lee paid a lot more money in overtime
because of the security concerns with the George Washington
Bridge.  He noted that there were no merit raises or promotions
last year except for the Police Department.  Raises that were not
given out last year were even for a few people the Mayor had
personally told were going to get raises to the extent that he
controls the process.  He hopes that this year’s budget will not 
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have a destructive increase.  With double digit health increases
and collective bargaining agreements in place it will be very
hard in the future to maintain very low tax increases.  He  
closed by congratulating his fellow council members for doing a
good job last year by having the lowest tax increase in 2003 in
northern New Jersey.  He and the council will do its best to
deliver the best possible budget to the people of Fort Lee.   

PROCLAMATION

P-1 - Emergency Management Week

WHEREAS, New Jerseyans are well aware of the constant need
for preparedness to handle the adverse impacts of all types of
hazards, whether natural disasters or man-made; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Office of Emergency Management is
responsible for coordinating the State’s response to any major
emergency or disaster.  This includes supporting local
governments as needed or requested and coordinating assistance
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); and

WHEREAS, New Jersey’s Office of Emergency Management and its
workers have, from their earliest days, rendered invaluable and
courageous service to the citizens of New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, these volunteers and paid personnel stand ready
often under difficult circumstances and at great personal risk,
to protect the lives and property of their fellow citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jack Alter, Mayor of the Borough of Fort
Lee, New Jersey, do hereby proclaim

FEBRUARY 1 to FEBRUARY 7, 2004

           as

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT WEEK

in New Jersey, and urge all residents to express their
appreciation to the Office of Emergency Management for their
dedication and hard work.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Cervieri, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December
18, 2003/January 4, 2004 Recessed Meeting were approved.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 8,
2004 Executive Session were approved.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2004-1 - Establishing Chapter 99, The Civilian
Managerial and Planning Position of Director of Public Safety

On motion by Councilman Pohan seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN NEW JERSEY,
ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 99, THE CIVILIAN MANAGERIAL AND PLANNING
POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY COORDINATING THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT, FIRE DEPARTMENT, COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENTS,
AMBULANCE CORPS AND OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT” was
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introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
February 12, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-2 - Establishing Chapter 6, Instituting an
Amended Stipend Program to Reimburse Members of the Fort Lee
Volunteer Ambulance Corps

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY
OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 6, INSTITUTING A
STIPEND PROGRAM TO REIMBURSE MEMBERS OF THE FORT LEE VOLUNTEER
AMBULANCE CORPS,” was introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for
February 12, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-3 - Amending Chapter 130, Article I, -
Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages in Public and Private Places

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-3 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING CHAPTER 130, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, ARTICLE 1 CONSUMPTION
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PLACES, OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first
reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 12,
2004.

Ordinance #2004-4 - Amending Chapter 324, Article II - Rent
Control Increase Calculations

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2004-4 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING CHAPTER 324, RENT CONTROL, ARTICLE II RENT INCREASE
CALCULATIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was
introduced.

Councilman Cervieri offered a motion, seconded by
Councilwoman Kasofsky to table the introduced ordinance.

The motion to table the ordinance was defeated on the
following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Kasofsky, Cervieri

NAYS: Council Members Pohan, Villano, Sargenti

Mr. Cervieri stated that around the time the original rent
leveling ordinance was introduced, Fort Lee had approximately
11,000 rental units.  Since that time approximately 9,000 of
those units have been converted to home ownership, condominiums
or cooperatives.  In 2003 there were 300 families that have 
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received protection under the Maximum Allowable Percentage (MAP)
Formula which applies to senior citizens and the disabled.  There
is a question as to whether rent control actually works to the
benefit of the Borough in preserving and enhancing housing stock. 
Rent control is used when there is an actual housing shortage. 
As of last week there were 175 active listings of apartments for
rent in the Bergen County Multiple Listing Service.  Which on the
2000 available dwelling units would represent an approximate 8.8%
vacancy rate.  That is a high number of vacancies.  Those 175
units are only listed in the multiple listing service, not those
units which might be actively on the market without the use of a
realtor.  Rent control is good for people who actually need
protection.  New York City, which has a rent leveling ordinance,
has spent time and effort on producing a law and ordinance that
seems to be fair.  They have vacancy decontrol and a means test
that says if protection is needed people have to qualify.  He
thinks that the Borough’s rent leveling ordinance is probably
flawed and he believes that a further reduction in the allowable
increase for income control, without the requisite expense
control to go with it, results in lower property values for
apartment owners.  This means that all of the shifting of the tax
burdens goes to the rest of the taxpayers of Fort Lee.  It is not
bad to protect people who need protecting, but he thinks people
are misguided in wanting to protect people who can well afford
the rents that are in Fort Lee.

Mr. Pohan stated that this ordinance presumes something that
he thought was resolved in Fort Lee about thirty years ago - that
rent control is a valid and important means of doing something to
enable the people who do rent apartments to be able to stay in
this community and not be subjected to inordinate rent increases. 
He thought that was the principle embedded in Fort Lee.  At the
time the limit of 5% was set as a maximum limit for increases,
something above the MAP formula, inflation was running in the
range of 3.5% to 4.0%.  Currently, inflation is running at a much
lower rate.  His most recent calculation indicates that the MAP
came out to 1.9%.  So the gap between the 5% and the MAP is quite
substantial.  The gap is much higher today than when the 5% was
enacted.  Assuming rent control is a given in Fort Lee, he
believes the modest reduction from 5% to 4% is in keeping with
the spirit of the regulation and the balance that this regulation
tries to strike between the free market and some level of
protection.  What is left of the housing stock that is rented at
this point are the luxury apartments that have gone to condo or
coop.  The newest building where there are quite a few vacancies
are not subject to rent control anyway.

Mr. Cervieri replied that his numbers did not include the
new buildings that are not subject to rent control.

Mr. Pohan questioned whether Mr. Ceveri’s 175 unit number
includes, or are simply limited to, buildings that are subject to
rent control, and whether or not he is including the new housing
stock which has not yet filled up.

Mr. Cervieri stated that under the Borough’s ordinance now 
any unit that is rented is subject to rent control once a tenant
occupies it.  Rents are limited to the 5% increase even on a
condominium that is rented to a single tenant.  He mentioned that
real estate taxes, insurance costs, and utility costs have gone
up higher than inflation.  The component that really should be
looked at is the actual cost of producing that utility to the
tenant rather than the CPI number.

Mayor Alter said that the landlord does have the right to go
to the Borough under the hardship provision of the ordinance if
the landlord does not make a profit.



Regular Meeting                                  January 22, 2004
                                                          Page #5

Mr. Cervieri responded that the comment from several people
has been that they do not go into a kangaroo court knowing that
the outcome is already predetermined.  The National Association
of Realtors, who represents many more tenants than landlords, has
a position about rent control.  There may be someone in the
audience who may speak about that later.

Mayor Alter stated that the Borough’s rent leveling
ordinance was litigated in Federal Court a number of years ago. 
The New Jersey Realtors funded the lawsuit as plaintiffs against
the Borough of Fort Lee.  Fort Lee in effect represented tenants
but in fact was defending its ordinance.  As recently as five
years ago, the Federal Court reaffirmed the Borough’s rent
leveling laws.  There will be a public hearing which he is sure
will prove to be quite lively with regard to tonight’s ordinance.

The Ordinance was approved and passed on first reading on
the following roll call, and the public hearing relative to this
ordinance was scheduled for February 12, 2004.

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti

NAY: Councilman Cervieri

Ordinance #2004-5 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 69, Handicapped
Parking Space by 1132 Keswick Place

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2004-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES” was
introduced and passed on first reading.

The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 12,
2004.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-14.

CA-1 - Payment of Claims

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer.

ACCOUNT  AMOUNT

Current                               $16,964,698.60
Capital                                          883,822.34
Trust (Accutrack)                                 17,673.67
Trust (Old)                                        4,012.00
Police Activity Account                           19,641.44
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    5,004.71    
Senior Citizen Computer Account                       74.85  
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a
Centennial Fund                                         n/a
Wedding Fees                                            n/a
Trip Admissions                                         n/a
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a
Construction Fees                                       n/a
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Special Dog Account                                     n/a
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                          n/a
Fort Lee Film Commission                             484.72
Redemption Account                                95,802.41

CA-2 - Accepting Resignation Notice of Thomas Tessaro, Police
Chief, of the Fort Lee Police Department - Effective February 1st

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that the retirement notice submitted by Police Chief
Thomas Tessaro, of the Police Department, dated December 17, 2003
is hereby accepted, with an effective date of retirement from the
Borough of Fort Lee of February 1, 2004.

CA-3 - Accepting Resignation Notice of Gary Casamento, Police
Lieutenant, of the Fort Lee Police Department - Effective
February 1st

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that the retirement notice submitted by Police
Lieutenant Gary Casamento, of the Police Department, dated June
21, 2003 is hereby accepted, for this Special Retirement from the
Division of Pensions and Benefits, with an effective date of
February 1, 2004.

CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of Denise Matzkanin as a Clerk Typist
in the Municipal Court - $25,000 Annually

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
have determined that a full-time position is needed in the
Municipal Court, and said position must be filled,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Denise Matzkanin be appointed to
the full-time position of Clerk Typist in the Municipal Court,
with an effective date of January 26, 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department
of Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $25,000.

CA-5 - Authorizing Forty-Five (45) Day Contract Extension for COM
Office Developers, LLC, Hackensack, New Jersey, as the
Designated Redeveloper for Block 6101, Lots 13, 14, 15 and 20
(Redevelopment Area 1)

        CONTINUING THE DESIGNATION OF COM OFFICE DEVELOPERS, 
        LLC AS DESIGNATED REDEVELOPER AND APPROVING               
        REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT
     
     WHEREAS, by Resolution of November 13, 2003, the Borough of 
Fort Lee determined that it was appropriate to designate COM
Office Developers, LLC, having its offices at 411 Hackensack
Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601, as the designated
redeveloper for Block 6101, Lots 13,14,15 and 20, in
Redevelopment Area 1; and

     WHEREAS, it was further determined under the prior
Resolution of November 13 that the designated redeveloper was to
enter into a Redevelopment Agreement and execute same within 45
days of the prior Resolution or the provisions for the said
designation were to lapse, said lapse to occur on or about
December 28, 2003; and
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     WHEREAS, COM Office Developers, LLC has diligently proceeded
to negotiate with the Borough a form of Redevelopment Agreement
and had negotiated a final draft prior to December 23, 2003; and

     WHEREAS, a final form of Redevelopment Agreement has been
approved by Special Counsel for the Borough and the Director of
Economic Development, a true copy of which Redevelopment
Agreement is presented with this Resolution for approval and
signature; and

     WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Director of
Economic Development that the designation for COM Office
Developers, LLC, be continued and further that the form of
Redevelopment Agreement presented be approved and the Mayor be
authorized to sign same on behalf of the Borough,

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that COM Office Developers,
LLC, a joint venture, having its offices at 411 Hackensack
Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601, be and hereby is continued
in the designation as the designated redeveloper for that portion
of Redevelopment Area 1 which includes Lots 13,14,15 and 20 in
Block 6101, and the prior Resolution of November 13, 2003,
determining that the designation of COM Office Developers, LLC,
was to lapse, is hereby superseded and amended to preclude any
lapse and to provide a 45 day extension, up to February 11, 2004
to enter into a Redevelopment Agreement with the Borough and so
upon doing COM Office Developers, LLC, shall maintain and
continue in the status of designated redeveloper in accordance
with the terms of the said Redevelopment Agreement; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the form of Redevelopment
Agreement duly executed by COM Office Developers, LLC, and
presented with this Resolution be and the same is approved; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorized to
execute the Redevelopment Agreement on behalf of the Borough and
the Clerk is to attest the seal and signature of the Mayor
thereto.

CA-6 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering, South
Hackensack, New Jersey, for Civil Engineering Services for the
New DPW Facility - $26,000

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
plan to institute site improvements at the new Department of
Public Works facility; and

WHEREAS, the anticipated site improvements include sanitary
sewer and drainage improvements, relocation of a new salt storage
shed, a general material storage area, construction of a new
spreader hangar and an expanded, improved parking facility; and 

WHEREAS, the appropriate engineer for the site improvement
project has been determined,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

1. Boswell Engineering of 330 Phillips Avenue, P.O. Box
3152, South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 is awarded the contract
to provide engineering services at the new Department of Public
Works facility.

2. Boswell Engineering shall prepare a partial topographical
survey of the site for a lump sum of three thousand ($3,000.00)
dollars.
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3. Boswell Engineering shall prepare a detailed engineering
site plan which shall consist of the following preparation of
title sheet, design site utilities, design site grading
improvements, preparation of a stormwater management plan,
preparation of a soil erosion and sediment control plan, prepare
a lighting plan, provide a landscaping design, and provide a
design of construction details for a lump sum fee of twelve
thousand ($12,000.00) dollars.

4. Boswell Engineering shall prepare and design structural
details for the construction of a three (3) bay salt shed for a
lump sum fee of four thousand five hundred ($4,500.00) dollars.

5. Boswell Engineering shall attend job meetings to
coordinate with the owner throughout development of the plans and
specifications of the project for a lump sum fee of one thousand
five hundred ($1,500.00) dollars.

6. Boswell Engineering shall coordinate final design with
the Borough, prepare site/civil specifications for bidding
purposes, and review shop drawings submitted for a fee of five
thousand ($5,000.00) dollars.

7. Boswell Engineering shall assess printing charges for
blue prints at a rate of $0.32 per square foot and mylars at a
rate of $3.60 per square foot.

8. Boswell Engineering will bill as its standard hourly rate
for any work required outside the scope discussed above; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s office; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall
advertise the award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-7 - Awarding Contract to PC Access, Oceanport, New Jersey, to
Provide Computer Maintenance to Various Departments Within the
Borough for a One (1) Year Period - $49,500

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee
believe that it is necessary that the Borough’s computer hardware
be maintained in order to insure efficient operation of the
Borough’s computer systems; and

WHEREAS, the appropriate contractor for computer hardware
maintenance services has been determined;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

1. PC Access of P.O. Box 434, Oceanport, New Jersey 07757 is
awarded a contract to provide computer hardware maintenance
services for the Borough of Fort Lee.

2. PC Access shall provide maintenance services for the
servers, e-mail server, PC’s and printers.

3. PC Access shall provide these hardware maintenance
services for a fee of forty-nine thousand five hundred
($49,500.00) dollars.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for the project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall
advertise the award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-8 - Awarding Contract to Munidex, Rochelle Park, New Jersey,
to Provide Software Maintenance to the Finance Department -
$8,576

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort
Lee believe that it is necessary that the Borough’s software
packages be maintained in order to insure efficient operation of
the Borough’s computer systems; and

WHEREAS, the appropriate contractor for software maintenance
services has been determined,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey, as follows:

1. Munidex, Inc. of 174 Route 17 North, Rochelle Park, New
Jersey 07662 is hereby awarded a contract to provide software
maintenance services for the Borough of Fort Lee.

2. Software maintenance services shall be provided by
Munidex, Inc. for the following systems: finance, tax, utility
billing, public works, clerk package, and inspections.

3. Munidex, Inc. shall also be responsible for answering
inquiries relating to the proprietary MUNIDEX software systems,
periodic updates to the software systems, verification of the
backup facilities by end user request, and restoration from
backup.

4. Munidex, Inc. services also include telephone, fax, e-
mail, written inquiries and modem support in solving product
related problems.

5. Munidex, Inc. shall provide a finance package for the
calendar year 2004 for a fee of five thousand seventy-six
($5,076.00) dollars.

6  Munidex, Inc. shall provide requisitions for the calendar
year 2004 for a fee of three thousand five hundred ($3,500.00)
dollars.

7.  Munidex, Inc. shall provide on-site service at the
following rates: supporting and consulting at $160 per hour,
programming services (includes customer reporting systems) at
$195 per hour, additional training at $135 per hour, and data
conversion/data entry at a rate of $45 per hour.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer
certifies that funds are available for this service; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall
advertise the award of the contract in a legal newspaper.



Regular Meeting                                  January 22, 2004
                                                         Page #10

CA-9 - Amending Contract With Vogel Consulting Group, Inc.,
Ramsey, New Jersey, to Provide Radio System Licensing for the
Borough - Fee Not to Exceed $25,000

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has previously engaged the
services of Vogel Consulting Group, Inc. in connection with
licensing compliance regarding the Borough’s radio system; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain Vogel Consulting Group,
Inc. for additional services in connection with FCC compliance and
obtainment of additional radio capability;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Borough does hereby retain the
services of Vogel Consulting Group, Inc., 105 Deer Trail, Ramsey,
New Jersey 07446 with respect to the Borough’s radio system,
obtaining additional channels, and its FCC compliances, in
accordance with its proposal dated September 30, 2003; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Vogel Consulting shall be paid a
fee not to exceed twenty-five thousand ($25,000.00) dollars for the
services to be performed; and

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Vogel Consulting shall be paid a
fee not to exceed one thousand five hundred ($1,500.00) dollars for
coordination fees; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid award of this
contract is subject to and conditioned upon written certification
from the Chief Financial Officer of the current availability of
funds; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and contract
are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office pursuant to law; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise
the award of the contract in a legal newspaper.

CA-10 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Obtain
Specifications and Advertise for Proprietary Bids for Two (2)
Ford Pickup Trucks and One (1) Western Star Tandem Dump Truck

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:

. Two (2) Ford Pickup Trucks for the DPW
     . One (1) Western Star Tandem Dump Truck for the DPW

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this bid will be in accordance
with, N.J.A.C. 5:34-9.1(b) and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(39) that the
purchase of the referenced trucks will require proprietary
bidding.

CA-11 - Awarding Contract to SOSH Architects, New York, New York,
to Assist in the Appraisal of Block 6101, Lots 13,14,15 and 20 -
(Portion of Redevelopment Area 1) - $21,500

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee considers it necessary and
proper to adopt a resolution to hire an architect to assist in
the appraisal of lots 13, 14, 15 and 20 in block 6101, the said
property constituting a portion of Redevelopment Area 1, for the
purpose of establishing the value of these properties for
negotiation and purchase or condemnation in accordance with the
existing Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 1; and
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WHEREAS, said architectural services are specialized and
qualitative in nature and fall within the definition of a
professional service as provided under N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6) and
as such constitutes an exception to the bidding requirements
under N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii); and

WHEREAS, the fee for all such architectural services shall
be $18,500.00 with additional fees as stated for any such
additional services provided, all of which fees are to be paid by
the designated Redeveloper for block 6101, lots 13, 14, 15 and
20; and

WHEREAS, funds for the payment of said architect will be
advances by the designated Redeveloper from funds held in escrow
by the Borough of Fort Lee for the purpose of paying such fees,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that a contract for the following
appraisal firm be entered into on behalf of the Borough of Fort
Lee and made a part of these minutes for the period commencing on
the date hereof through December 31, 2004; and

SOSH Architects
Plaza 57, 146 West 57th Street

New York, New York 10029

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be authorized to
execute the contract on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk publish the
notice of the award of the contract pursuant to the requirements
of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all such services rendered shall
be the financial responsibility of the designated Redeveloper for
Redevelopment Area 1 as set forth in the recitals of this
Resolution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all such architectural services
shall address the particular and unique nature of the subject
properties in accordance with the requirements of the
Redevelopment Plan.

CA-12 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New
Jersey for Period Covering October 1st - December 31, 2003 -
$1,200

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be
authorized to draw a check from the Current Account, Fleet Bank
payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the amount of 
$1,200.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses for the
period covering October 1, 2003 through December 31, 2003 fees
are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of
Human Services.

M0-9000-22

CA-13 - Endorsing Borough’s Application for New Jersey Department
of Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program Funding

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is preparing a grant
application to the State of New Jersey Department of
Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is proposing transportation
enhancements along a portion of Columbia Avenue and Abbott 
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Boulevard to increase pedestrian use and safety, improve
viability for commercial uses within the area, and visually
enhance one of the Borough’s vital transportation corridors; and

WHEREAS, an award from the TE program will enhance the
economy of the Borough of Fort Lee and improve the overall
quality of life for the residents and those who travel through
the area; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is committee to continual
ownership and maintenance of the project for a minimum of twenty
years and throughout its useful life; and

WHEREAS, in order to enhance the project’s construction
readiness, the Borough of Fort Lee will be responsible for all
engineering design and inspection fees associated with the
project,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
Fort Lee that the Borough is pleased to support and endorse the
project and the above-mentioned grant application to the State of
New Jersey Department of Transportation TE program.

CA-14 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
Program Application for the Extension/Improvements to the Richard
A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Kitchen - $120,000

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of
$120,000 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort Lee for the
improvements/extension of the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’
kitchen, in the Borough of Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act,
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of
the people of the Borough of Fort Lee; and

WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite
expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby confirm endorsement of the
aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community
Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid
project may be expedited.

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to
CA-4, CA-6, CA-10 and CA-11.

Ms. Thomas replied to CA-4 and CA-6.  Ms Thomas and Mr.
Cohen spoke to CA-10.  Messrs. Alter, Villano and Cohen responded
to CA-11. 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was
closed on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-14) was
approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,

ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri
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COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - stated that in this month’s edition of New
Jersey Monthly, there was an article called “Move Over Hollywood”
which discussed the history of the motion picture industry in New
Jersey and specifically, Fort Lee.  From 1906 to the end of World
War I, Fort Lee was the center of the American motion picture
industry.  He added that the Fort Lee Film Commission, which is
deeply involved in keeping that heritage, is sponsoring a Black
History Month event on February 10th at the Fort Lee High School. 
The event will salute pioneer African American filmmaker Oscar
Micheaux who shot many of his films in Fort Lee from 1920 to
1948.  A screening of his 1920 film, “The Symbol of the
Unconquered”, will be shown to the high school students.

He mentioned that the Fort Lee Historic Park auditorium is
nearing completion.  When the renovation is completed new
seating, a new projection room and the ability to screen motion
pictures will be available.  He expects that once the renovation
is complete, on March 13th there will be a Women’s History Month
symposium which will include a film screening.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - mentioned the following scheduled library
programs that are forthcoming:

1.  On Thursday, February 26, the movie “Roman Holiday” will
be shown at 2:00 p.m.

2.  Computer classes are scheduled every Wednesday at 2:15
p.m.

3.  Children’s story times are held every Monday at 2:00
p.m. and every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m and 2:00 p.m.

4.  Toddler times are Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.

5.  Mel Glazer will be crooning the best of Frank Sinatra on
Thursday, January 29th at 7:00 p.m.

Councilman Villano - read the following thank you letter from the
Department of Human Services.  “They wish to thank all of those
people who made donations of food, turkeys, clothes, toys and
money to help local families have a happier winter holiday
season.  Over 120 families received turkeys and fixings for
Thanksgiving.  Twenty children received new coats, hats and
gloves.  Fifteen families received bags of toys to fill up what
might have been empty spaces under Christmas trees and around
Menorahs.  These same families received gift coupons to local
grocery stores as well.  Many people are surprised that in such
an affluent town, there are many families who just make their
bills each month.  When something unexpected happens, the nice
things can’t happen.  We see more families requesting help from
our food pantry or help from the Fort Lee Community Fund each
year.  If you would like to know more about what we do or would
like to help in some way, please call Monday through Friday -
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to talk with either Jillian or Lori. 
Thank you for your kindness and generosity.”

Councilman Sargenti - thanked the Department of Public Works and
the Parking Authority for doing a good job with the recent snow
removal.  

He stated that Emergency Management had their hands full
with the relocation of families during this recent cold spell.  
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Emergency Management along with the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire
Department went out and purchased portable heaters for a nursery
school that had no heat.  He praised both departments along with
the other Borough volunteers for doing a good for its citizens.

Councilman Cervieri - stated that the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of
Commerce is pleased to announce the following three part
financial seminar and networking series to be held this month and
February.

Seminar 1 will be held Wednesday, January 28th at 8:00 a.m. 
at the Hudson Terrace campus of St. Peter’s College.  The seminar
will explore using mortgage instruments to underwrite your
business and put interest payments back in your pocket. 
Refreshments and a light breakfast will be served.  There is no
cost to members.  The non-member fee is $10.00.  RSVP by Monday,
January 26th.

Seminar 2 is a network luncheon and financial seminar at the
Outback in Edgewater on Wednesday, February 11th at 12:00 noon. 
The topic is the use of insurance to help generate profits. 
Members fee is $20.00.  The non-member fee is $25.00.  RSVP by
Monday, February 9th.

Seminar 3 is a network breakfast and financial seminar at
Borders Books in Fort Lee at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, February
25th.  There will be an open panel discussion of real world
solutions to small business financing.  There is no cost to
members.  The non-member fee is $10.00.  RSVP by Monday, February
23rd.

The Chamber is proud to announce that its “Chamber Preferred
Card Program” is off to a great start.  Cards are available from
the Chamber office, local banks, the library, Borough Hall and
member retailers.  Being distributed with the Chamber preferred
cards are the winter editions of the retail shopping and medical
and professionals guides.

For more information on Chamber guides, the Chamber
preferred program or financial seminars call the Chamber office
at 201-944-7575.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss, the meeting moved into public participation.

Speaker     Subject   Response

Randy Ketive       .Disappointed With Rent Control  Mayor Alter
1530 Palisade Ave.   Ordinance Introduction
                   .MAP Formula for Seniors
                     Convoluted

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned
on motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman Sargenti,
and carried at 8:52 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



REORGANIZATION MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                          Sunday, January 4, 2004
                                                                 

The Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council
Chambers, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee,
NJ.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky,
               Villano, Sargenti, Voss, Cervieri 
     

ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                   Neil Grant, Borough Clerk

    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney
                   Joseph Iannaconi, CFO

MAYOR’S STATEMENT

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting
has been provided in the following manner:

All members of this body have been advised both orally and
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time,
place and proposed agenda hereof;

On December 12, 2003 a written notice of the time, place and
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to
THE RECORD, THE BERGEN NEWS/SUN BULLETIN, PALISADIAN and a copy
was filed with the Borough Clerk.

On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have
requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed
for the year 2003.

Mayor Alter acknowledged Esther Suarez, Bergen County
Counsel.

INVOCATION

The invocation for the new year was given by Fr. John Ryan
of the Madonna Church in Fort Lee.

OATHS OF OFFICE

Mayor Alter was sworn in as Mayor by John DeSheplo, Fort Lee
Municipal Court Judge.  His wife, Joan held the Bible.

Joseph Cervieri Jr. was sworn in as a Councilman by Judge 
DeSheplo.  His wife, JoAnn held the Bible, and his mother-in-law
Mary was also present as he took his Oath of Office.

Joan Voss was sworn in as a Councilwoman by Neil Grant,
Borough Clerk.  State Senator Joseph Coniglio and Assemblyman-
elect Robert Gordon held the Bible, as she took her Oath of
Office.

PRESENTATIONS

Kay Nest, Democratic Party Chairwoman, offered her
congratulations and welcomed back Mayor Alter and Council members
Joseph Cervieri and Joan Voss.  She thanked the people of Fort
Lee for coming out and voting for them. 
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Ms. Nest presented clocks to Mayor Alter and Council Members
Cervieri and Voss.  She also presented a plaque to Joan Voss as
Assemblywoman in the 38th District.

James Viola, Democratic Party Vice-Chairman, on behalf of
the Democratic Party presented flowers to Joan Alter, JoAnn
Cervieri and Joan Voss.

Senator Coniglio handed out citations to Mayor Alter and
Council Members Cervieri and Voss.

MAYOR’S REPORT

He stated that a few years ago the practice used to be of
giving a speech at the sine die meeting listing the
accomplishments for the previous year and then a second speech
was given at the reorganization meeting which would cover what
the Borough’s goals were for the year.  He changed the practice
so there would be one succinct single speech given at the
reorganization meeting.  He said that the Borough Clerk sometimes
reminds him not to go on too long; however, 2003 has been a year
of really great accomplishment for the Borough in many areas. 
Many of the plans which have now been completed or started
involve projects that the Borough has strived for over thirty
years.  A number of older residents who have lived here for
decades have told him that they have never seen before the amount
of Borough improvements that they now have seen unfold in the
community.  These accomplishments do not come about simply
because he was fortunate enough to be elected Mayor, although he
sometimes likes to think so.   There is coordination of the
governing body, his colleagues on the Fort Lee Borough Council.  
There is not always total uniformity amongst the council members. 
There are a lot of divergent opinions but these are very
effective people who have the interest of this town foremost and
that is most important.  There are also Board volunteers, some of
whom will be reappointed today, who represent the Borough and
represent their community in dealing with the many other
functions of the Borough.  There are also the Borough employees. 
Before he got into government in Fort Lee, he used to take the
view of civil servants that is kind of common out there, that
somehow these employees are not really as good as you have in
private industry.  He added that as a successful sole proprietor
in private industry for many years, the employees working for the
Borough could do it anywhere.  They are really top-drawer and the
Borough is lucky to have them.  Added to this mix there is a
group of outside professionals - attorneys, accountants and so
forth, who are really top-notch.  This combination of all of
these groups gives the Borough what he believes to be a very
fine, very effective representation to govern the affairs of the
community.  

He mentioned that in 2003 there was what he is calling a
cornerstone agreement with the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey.  The Port Authority will be paying Fort Lee $15,000,000
spread over five years, providing the Borough matches it with
another $15,000,000 from other sources.  The matching portion has
already started with a Bergen County agreement, which was done
just a couple of weeks ago for $7,000,000.

The Borough is looking at another piece of property, the
Helmsley Property, which now is contracted for by a real estate
organization called Town and Country Developers.  The Borough is
now in the early stages of design and planning which has been
spearheaded by Ray Levy, Director of Economic Development for the
Borough.  The Council has not seen these plans.  Once the Council
sees the plans, the public will see them and hopefully they will
be in a form that will be in the best interest of the people of
Fort Lee.  If the plans are not in the best interest, the Mayor
and Council will adjust them so they are.  It has been about
thirty years that the residents have been staring at a blighted 
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area in the middle of town.  Hopefully, the Borough will get
something there that everyone can be proud of and that will
change the community for the better.  He also hopes that it will
help with the Borough taxes. 

Last year also saw the completion of the so-called camera
project.  It cost more than $500,000 but the Borough did round up
some financing sources.  Pictures are in real time, at the main
desk of the Police Department, in Ms. Thomas’ office, and other 
areas.  They show all of the Borough intersections.  Obviously,
that is going to help control traffic and be a positive in many
other ways. 

Last year a spade was put in the ground at the site of the
old ShopRite building so as to build a passive park and to build
also what he believes  will be one of the finest indoor
recreation facilities in Bergen County.  It will be about a year
or so before everything is built.  When it is done there should
be real fun had by all of the residents of Fort Lee.  The Borough
had worked very hard to get Van Fleet Park in shape. 
Unfortunately,  the amount of use the grass surface was receiving
could not handle the load.  The town invested approximately
$500,000 to put in an artificial surface that can take much more
punishment than the kids in town can give it.  He spotted a few
members of the Fort Lee Board of Education in the audience and
mentioned that this government gets along very well with the
Board of Education.  The Board of Education and the Borough have
worked on many projects together in the past and will begin in
2004 to put in an artificial surface at the Lewis F. Cole Middle
School field.  Again, due to the heavy traffic and the tremendous
rise in sports, especially women in sports, the grass field
cannot handle the amount of use it currently gets.  The Borough
is sharing with the Board of Education the costs of redoing that
field. 

Not all the news in 2003 was good.  He did not want talk
about the blackout last summer but mentioned that a few months
ago Ms. Thomas received a phone call from the Borough’s
scavenger, HC Company, Inc.  The person making the call basically
told Ms. Thomas that they are going bankrupt and his last duty
was telling the Borough that garbage would not be collected any
more.  The original competitors of HC who did not get the garbage
contract said that HC would not be able to provide the service at
the price that they had bid on.  He expressed his thanks to Miele
Sanitation owner Joseph Miele, who was the second bidder on the
old contract.  Mr. Miele stepped in with his people and his
equipment and is now picking up the Borough’s garbage at the
price he had originally bid.  Under the law the Borough is
required to go out and get new bids.  He is sure that the new
bids will not be as low as the old ones.  That has implications
for the 2004 budget. 

Moving forward to 2004, there are a lot of things that are
going to be happening in the Borough.  He spoke about the maze at
the bottom of Main Street and River Road.  That road change was
done because the Borough found out that accident reports were
coming in like crazy at the full stop sign at the bottom of Main
Street.  They were not just fender benders, but were accidents
causing injuries.  So as quickly as the Borough could with the
help of Bergen County, new signs were in put place, police
officers were posted, and a new temporary roadway configuration
was done.  There is going to be a new agreement with Bergen
County.  Fort Lee is financing the deal but in effect the Borough
is getting the money from the County.  There will be new roads
constructed which will be better, safer and move people
more quickly.  There will also be a widening of Main Street at
the lower end.  He believes that all of this work should commence
in the summer.  Also, the Borough is looking at some areas for
possible new roads.  He did not know where the Borough would put
them or find the land for them but through some creative
planning, the Borough is hoping to push a road across the
Helmsley Property, take some property across Lemoine Avenue near
the Plaza Diner and run a road across the municipal lot and have 
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it cut into Main Street.  Everyone in this room knows it is not
just commuters that clog the Borough’s roadways.  On Saturdays,
going south on Lemoine Avenue, traffic can stack up as far back
as Bridge Marginal South or Bruce Reynolds Boulevard, as it is
now called.  The Borough wants to take pressure off that 
roadway and by building a new roadway through the municipal lot
that would be the ultimate way to relieve traffic congestion. 
Obviously, the Borough has to  get the job done, although it
could be done in sections with Town and Country.  The complete
results of what the zoning will be and what exactly is going to
be built are still undecided at this time.  The Borough could
from a legal standpoint declare the Helmsley property a blighted
area, meaning that the Borough would have the right to go out and
request proposals and bring in its own developers and contractors
and develop that property.  He does not think that the Borough is
going to have to do that.  The main goal in mind is really
settling a lawsuit.  The Borough will soon be repaving Palisade
Avenue, including the addition of streetscaping where the Colony
is now all the way to Main Street.  Signs have already been
posted alerting motorists to the fact that beginning on January
12th, roadway work will begin.  People have been asking him
whether the road is being closed permanently.  The road is not
going to be closed permanently but there will be some
inconvenience until new sewers are put in and the roadway and
streetscaping work is completed. 

Moving on to safety and security, he stated that many people
are not aware that Fort Lee has been under a severe terrorist
alert for over a week, to the point where extra police officers
have been placed on duty.  The George Washington Bridge is a
target, and the Borough trying to keep people as safe as
possible.  The problem is who pays for all of the security, the
overtime, the extra police, and many of the other things that the
Borough must do.  The answer is, that the residents of Fort Lee
pay.  The federal government does not ship the Borough money for
the steps that the Borough has to take.  If something serious
happens the Borough can apply and try to get some recovery, but
for the everyday matters, the Borough pays for it.  The Borough
has a very fine set of safety services in Fort Lee: Ambulance
Corps, Emergency Management, Fire Department and Police
Department.  The current Police Department, which he thinks is
terrific, has great management.  The Borough is fortunate to have
a nice deep management team. The current Police Chief, Tom
Tessaro, is going to retire this month and it means some members
of the Police Department will be moved and that a new Police
Chief will be needed.  Currently, there is a new Chief under
operational law, Bernard Hart, who as Deputy Chief becomes Acting
Chief.  As of today, Acting Chief Hart is, in fact, conducting
the affairs of the department.  He said there are many fine
police officers at the top of the Police Department who are
capable of being Chief and that the Borough is fortunate to be in
that position.   No decisions have been made and no votes have
been taken.  He will discuss Chief Tessaro’s retirement later on. 
He is technically still Chief, although no longer conducting the
duties as Chief.  Tom is on terminal leave.  He is one of the
most decent people he has ever met and a very fine police
officer.  The Borough will miss him.

No discussion in Fort Lee government is complete without a
discussion of taxation.  The Borough has had a string of years
where the municipal tax rate increases were below two percent a
year.  The Borough, by judicious discipline, has been able to
strike a balance between service and security while maintaining
its tax rate.  This is not an easy job.  The collective
bargaining agreements are about three and a half percent a year
and health costs are rising by double digits year after year. 
Salaries and fringe benefits represent 75% to 80% of the
Borough’s budget.  With these types of continual increases,
eventually the municipal portion of the budget will have to go up
more than it has the past few years.  Incidentally, this past 
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year no merit increases were given to anybody in the Borough. 
There are people who are deserving of increases, who have taken
on extra duties and done many things and no matter what was told
to them, no raises were given other than what was required by
operation of the current agreements.  That will probably change
in 2004.  If good employees are not given merit increase, it is
hard to command the loyalty and respect that is expected of them. 
The Borough employees work very hard and take on a lot of
responsibility and eventually the Borough is going to have to pay
for that.  Help is on the way with new development.  There are
not many places to go for new development in Fort Lee but if Town
and Country can develop the Helmsley piece, the Borough can get
that property on the books that would generate a major piece of
tax income for the Borough.  It would be a substantial income
that will not cost the Borough a lot in new school taxes, so
there is some hope.

This year will be one of the most confusing years in memory
for the Borough taxpayers.  This year, as required by the Bergen
County court, the Borough has been required to revalue all of the
property in Fort Lee, which has now been done.  The County wants
to make sure that every community pays its fair percentage of
County tax.  Therefore, if properties are selling below their
assessments, which was what was happening in Fort Lee, a Borough
can be sued, which is what happened in Fort Lee.  The County
required the Borough to go out and get new assessments.  Letters
have already been sent out and the confusion has already begun. 
People are being told what their new assessment is.  By looking
at a new assessment no one can know their new tax.  Even the
Borough’s  Chief Financial Officer cannot tell what the tax is
going to be.  The new tax is going to be computed by the
percentage that a property bears on all the property in Fort Lee
and also by the budget.  Some people’s taxes, no matter what
happens with the budget, will go down and some people’s taxes
will go up.  The only control that the Mayor and Council have is
the budget and he expects that the Borough will continue to do
what they have done in the past, which is to operate smartly and
effectively in designing a budget. 

Fort Lee’s Centennial is also being celebrated in 2004. 
People who were here earlier today saw the high school kids come
up here and reenact Fort Lee’s first meeting.  The students were
very serious and did a nice job with the program they were given.
Centennial events are planned for all year long.  A committee
under the chair of Joan Voss has been working on events for this
year and it is expected that the residents will see and
participate in many commemorative events throughout the year.

Fort Lee remains a hot town for developers.  When property
is worth as much as it is in this community, people want to come
in and build.  In Fort Lee, generally, smaller houses are being
leveled and replaced by bigger houses.  The Borough is going to
change this year how its Planning Board and Board of Adjustment
operate.  In the past years planners dealing with multi-million
dollar projects would come in with a whole series of experts,
engineers and planners.  The people who represented the community
who sat on Boards were overmatched.  A change was made last year,
however, which has served and will serve the community well. 
Both of the Boards now have their own engineering firms and
planners, including some of the best in the State, to assist
them.  Applicants who now go before the Boards in Fort Lee are
going against a team that is at least as good as the promoters. 
The change was made because the stakes are so high in what the
Borough deals with. 

As he mentioned earlier the Borough gets competent legal
advice which the Borough pays for.   He spoke of a major case in
Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council as a group refused to
settle.  The case cost over  $1,000,000 in legal fees.  The
Borough was given offers to settle and the Mayor and Council
continued to say no, they were not going to admit to what the
suit alleged.  The Borough won the suit in a jury trial by a
seven to zero vote.  In fact, the judge said he had murder trials 
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that were shorter than the Borough’s trial on this particular
suit.  But the answer is that the Borough is not giving in to
people who Borough officials thought were in opposition to this
community.  Nobody has nuisance value to Fort Lee.  If someone is
not right, the Borough is not going to settle.  If someone is
right, the Borough will pay, hopefully early, so the Borough does
not have to waste a lot of time and money.  The professional
legal advisers that the Borough has assembled have helped the
Borough establish a reputation that suing the Borough might not
be a good idea.  The Borough pays the price but the money is well
spent. 

In short, that is where the Borough is headed.  This
government has worked very hard to see that Fort Lee is a very
courteous, friendly place serving the great diversity of people
who live in this town.  Fort Lee is a very diverse town.  He is
still told by new residents who move in that they are well served
and that they feel safe.  They can live, work and send their
children to school without fear, and he intends to keep it that
way.  The strength of Fort Lee is its people.  He sent his best
wishes to all of the residents for the New Year. 

Assemblyman-elect Robert Gordon offered his congratulations
to the winning candidates and he looks forward to working with
the government and the people of Fort Lee.

REORGANIZATION

1-1 - Seating Arrangement and Order of Voting

Councilman Villano introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that the seating arrangement and order of voting of the
Borough Council for the year 2004 shall be as follows:

Council Members: Armand Pohan
                      Ila Kasofsky

  Michael Villano
  Michael Sargenti
  Joan Voss
  Joseph Cervieri

The Resolution was approved unanimously

1-2 - Appointment of Borough Attorney

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti, the
following Resolution:

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an attorney for the year 2004
to provide legal representation for the borough; and

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services
from any requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the
appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation
within the municipality; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Alter has nominated J. Sheldon Cohen and the
firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP to serve as
Borough Attorney, for the year 2004,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the
Borough of Fort Lee that said attorney be and is hereby appointed 
as Borough Attorney for the year 2004 without public
advertisement for bids in accordance with NJSA 40:87-16; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough
Attorney for the year 2004 shall be claimed, approved and paid in
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

J. Sheldon Cohen was sworn in as Borough Attorney by Judge 
DeSheplo.  His wife, Susan held the Bible, and his daughter
Rachel was also present as he took his Oath of Office.

1-3 - Time and Place of Meetings for 2004

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee as follows:

1. The schedule listed below of regular meetings of this
public body is hereby adopted for the year 2004.

2. A copy of the schedule shall be:

 (a) posted and maintained through the year on the bulletin
board at the following location:

Memorial Municipal Building
309 Main Street
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

  (b) mailed at no cost to the following newspapers:

    The Record, Jersey Journal, as well as Time Warner 
     Cable

  ©) filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk

  (d) mailed to those who have requested same and have
prepaid the sum of $10.00 fixed to cover the cost of providing
such notice.
G

  (e) official action may be taken

R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N
January 4, 2004  - 12:00 noon 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS      REGULAR MEETINGS
1st & 3rd Thursday             2nd & 4th Thursday
7:00 p.m.                                       8:00 p.m.
Mayor's Conference Room #201                    Council Chambers

January  (a)8 - 22(a)                           January  (b)15 - 22  
February    5 - 19                              February    12 - 26
March       4 - 18                              March       11 - 25
April    (c)8   15                              April        8 - 22 
May         6 - 20                              May         13 - 27
June        3 - 17                              June        10 - 24
July            22                              July             22 
August          19                              August           19 
September   2 - 23(d)                           September    9 - 23 
October     7 - 21                              October     14 - 28
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November    4                                   November    15(e)
December    2                                   December    16(f) 

There will be no meetings on the following Thursdays:

January 1st, 29th - April 1st, 29th - July 1st, 8th, 15th, 29th -
August 5th, 12th, 26th - September 16th - November 11th, 18th,
25th - December 9th, 23rd, 30th 

NOTES

a. January Executive Sessions will be held on the second and
    fourth Thursday of the month

b. January 15th Regular Meeting will be on the third Thursday      
    of the month

c. April 8th, Executive Session will be held on the second
    Thursday of the month commencing at 7:00 p.m. before
    regularly scheduled meeting

d. September 23rd Executive Session will be held on the fourth
    Thursday of the month commencing at 7:00 p.m. before 
    regularly scheduled meeting

e. November 15th Regular Meeting will be held on the third
    Monday of the month commencing at 8:00 p.m.     

f. December 16th Regular Meeting will be held on the third
    Thursday of the month commencing at 8:00 p.m.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

1-4 - Selection of Council President

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that Council Member Michael Villano be and is hereby appointed
to the position of Council President for the year 2004.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

1-5 - Committee Assignments

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that the following be and the same are hereby designated as
liaisons of the following committees of the Borough of Fort Lee
for the year 2004:

Ambulance........................................Michael Sargenti
Americans With Disabilities.......................Michael Villano 
Beautification..........................................Joan Voss
Board of Education................................Michael Villano
Buildings and Construction........................Joseph Cervieri
Buildings and Grounds.............................Joseph Cervieri
Communications....................................Michael Villano
Emergency Management.............................Michael Sargenti
Film Commission......................................Armand Pohan
Finance..............................................Armand Pohan
Fire....................................................Joan Voss
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Health..................................................Joan Voss
Historic................................................Joan Voss
Holidays................................................Joan Voss
Housing Authority.................................Joseph Cervieri
Insurance............................................Armand Pohan
Library..............................................Ila Kasofsky
Local Assistance.....................................Ila Kasoksky
Municipal Court......................................Armand Pohan
Parking Authority....................................Ila Kasofsky
Parks/Recreation.................................Michael Sargenti
Planning Board.......................................Armand Pohan 
Police............................................Michael Villano
Public Works......................................Michael Villano 

(Sewers-Sanitation-Roads-Engineering-General Services)
Rent Leveling....................................Michael Sargenti
Senior Citizens.........................................Joan Voss
Street Lights........................................Ila Kasofsky

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

2-1 - Introduction of Temporary Budget

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Voss
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-19 provides that where contracts,
commitments or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of
the 2004 Municipal Budget, temporary appropriations should be made
for the purposes and amounts required in the manner and time
therein provided; and

WHEREAS, the date of this resolution is written the first
thirty (30) days of January 2004; and

WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations are limited to 26.25%
of the total appropriations in the 2003 Municipal Budget,
exclusive of any appropriations made for the Debt Service, Public
Assistance (State Aid Agreement,) and Capital Improvement Fund in
said 2003 Municipal Budget,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following temporary
appropriations be made and that a certified copy of this
resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for the
Borough records:

General Government Salaries & Wages    Other Expenses
Mayor & Council                  $17,500.00           $2,000.00
Borough Clerk                    $35,250.00           $4,500.00
Administration                   $40,000.00           $8,000.00
Purchasing                       $21,500.00           $2,000.00
Personnel & Data Processing      $30,000.00           $5,000.00
Collection of Taxes              $45,000.00           $5,000.00
Legal Services & Costs                $0.00          $55,000.00
Municipal Court (Inside CAP)          $0.00          $12,000.00
Engineering Services & Costs          $0.00           $5,000.00
Public Buildings & Grounds       $75,000.00          $18,000.00
Planning Board                        $0.00           $1,000.00
Board of Adjustment                   $0.00           $1,000.00
Senior Citizens Special Services      $0.00           $5,000.00
Rent Leveling Board              $12,000.00             $500.00
Insurance: Other                      $0.00         $700,000.00
Insurance: Group                      $0.00         $690,325.00
Elections                             $0.00           $1,500.00
Financial Administration              $0.00          $10,000.00
Assessment of Taxes              $45,000.00           $5,000.00
Municipal Court O/C              $99,000.00          $14,000.00
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Economic Development             $25,000.00          $50,000.00

Public Safety                 Salaries & Wages     Other Expenses

Fire Prevention                  $75,000.00          $ 5,000.00
Fire Protection                  $30,000.00          $40,000.00
Aid to Volunteer Fire Company         $0.00               $0.00
Department of Communications    $100,000.00          $ 5,000.00
Police                        $4,385,626.00         $100,000.00
Ambulance Corps                   $4,000.00          $11,000.00
E M T                            $16,000.00             $500.00
Construction Code Official       $60,000.00           $4,000.00
Emergency Management             $10,000.00           $2,000.00
Communications–Repairs           $25,000.00           $8,000.00

Public Works

Streets & Roads                 $250,000.00          $15,000.00
Street Lighting                       $0.00          $50,000.00
Garbage & Trash Removal               $0.00       $1,033,944.00
Sewers                           $45,000.00           $4,000.00
Bergen County Utility O/C             $0.00         $700,000.00
Auto Repair                           $0.00          $30,000.00
Prior Year Bills                      $0.00               $0.00

Health, Welfare & Recreation

Board of Health                  $85,000.00          $10,000.00
Recreation                       $75,000.00          $10,000.00
Administration of Human Services $15,000.00           $1,000.00
General Services                 $65,000.00           $3,500.00
Parks                            $95,000.00           $4,000.00
Maintenance of Free Public Lib.       $0.00         $550,000.00
Celebration of Public Events          $0.00          $10,000.00
Senior Citizens                  $10,000.00           $5,000.00
Elevator Inspections             $10,000.00               $0.00
Senior Citizens Special Services      $0.00          $50,000.00

Utilities

Gasoline                              $0.00          $40,000.00
Fuel Oil                              $0.00           $5,000.00
Electricity                           $0.00          $85,000.00
Water                                 $0.00          $10,000.00
Telephone                             $0.00          $50,000.00
Fire Hydrant                          $0.00          $40,000.00

Contributions to:

Public Employees Retirement System    $0.00          $40.000.00
F I C A                               $0.00         $250,000.00
Consolidated Police & Fireman’s
 Pension                              $0.00          $20,457.00
Police & Fireman’s Retirement System  $0.00         $200,000.00

TOTALS:                       $5,800,876.00       $4,987,226.00

GRAND TOTAL:                                     $10,788,102.00

Debt Service

Payment of Bond Principal                         $4,000,000.00
Payment of Bond Interest                          $1,175,000.00
Payment of Interest on Notes                        $522,100.00
Green Trust Principal & Interest                     $31,100.00
Bergen County Improvement Authority Payment          $71,671.00
New Jersey Economic Development Authority            $10,000.00
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TOTAL DEBT SERVICE:                               $5,809,871.00

Capital Improvements

Capital Improvement Fund                             $50,000.00

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call:

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky, Villano, Sargenti,
            Voss, Cervieri

3-1 - Borough Auditor

Mayor Alter nominated Steve Wielkotz, of the firm Ferraioli,
Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, to serve as Borough Auditor,

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to
engage the services of a registered municipal accountant; and

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts auditing services from
any requirement of public advertisement for bids provided a notice
of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general
circulation within the municipality,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that:

1.  Steve Wielkotz, of the firm Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo
& Cuva, 16 Pompton Avenue, Pompton Lakes, New Jersey as registered
municipal accountant, is hereby appointed as Borough Auditor for
the year 2004 without public advertisement for bids; and

2.  The compensation for said Borough Auditor for the year 
2004 shall be claimed, approved and paid in accordance with an
agreement to be entered into between the parties.

3.  The Borough Clerk shall cause a copy of a notice of the
adoption of this Resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper
within ten (10) days after passage hereof.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3-2 - Borough Engineer

Mayor Alter nominated Boswell McClave Engineering to serve as
Borough Engineer.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Voss
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to
engage the professional services of an engineer for the year 2004
to provide general engineering representation for the Borough; and

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond
ordinance to compensate said engineer; and

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services
from any requirement of public advertisement for bids provided a
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general
circulation within the municipality; and
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WHEREAS, Mayor Alter has nominated Boswell McClave
Engineering to serve as Borough Engineer for the year 2004,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the
Borough of Fort Lee that said engineer be and hereby is appointed
as Borough Engineer for the year 2004 without public advertisement
for bids and in accordance with NJSA 40:87-16; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough
Engineer shall be commensurate with engineering services rendered
by said engineer during the year 2003; said compensation to be
claimed, approved and paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-
18 and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the
parities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a
notice of this resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper
within ten (10) days after passage hereof.

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

3-3 - Borough Prosecutors

Mayor Alter nominated Matthew Fierro and Philip Tornetta to
serve as Borough Prosecutors.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Voss 
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to
engage the services of Borough Prosecutors for the year 2004 to
provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of
the Municipal Court of said Borough; and

WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget
appropriations to compensate said attorney; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11 et
seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids
must be publicly advertised,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Matthew Fierro and Philip Tornetta be
and are hereby appointed as Borough Prosecutors for the year 2004;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without
public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts
Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically
exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the compensation for the Borough
Prosecutors shall be the same as in 2003 for 2004; said
compensations to be paid in accordance with an agreement to be
entered into between the parties; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a
notice of this resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper
within ten (10) days after passage hereof.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3-4 - Public Defender

Mayor Alter nominated Matthew Skelley to serve as Public 
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Defender.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to
engage the professional services of a Public Defender for the 
year 2004 to provide general legal representation for the Borough;
and

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget to
compensate said Public Defender; and

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services
from any requirement of public advertisement for bids provided a
notice of appointment is printed in a newspaper of general
circulation within the municipality,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that:

1.  Matthew Skelley be and is hereby appointed as Public 
Defender for the year 2004 without public advertisement for bids,

2.  Compensation for said Public Defender shall be the same
as in 2003 for 2004; said compensation to be paid in accordance
with an agreement to be entered into between the parties.

3.  The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this
resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10)
days after passage hereof.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3–5 - Bond Counsel

Mayor Alter nominated the law firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, 
Cole & Wisler, LLP to serve as Bond Counsel.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage
bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding
matters; and

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond to
compensate said bond counsel; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional
services from any requirement of public advertisement for bids
provided a notice be printed in a newspaper of general circulation
within the municipality,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that:

1.  DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP, Trenton and
Teaneck, New Jersey, is hereby retained as Bond Counsel to
represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and

2.  Compensation for said bond counsel for 2004; shall be
claimed, approved and paid in accordance with an agreement to be
entered into between the parties; and

3.  The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of the passage of
this resolution to be published in a qualified newspaper within 
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ten (10) days after passage thereof.

     4.  A copy of this resolution as well as the contract shall
be placed on file in the office of the Borough Clerk.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3-6 - Special Tax Counsel

Mayor Alter nominated Steven Muhlstock to serve as Special
Tax Counsel.

Councilwoman Voss introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage
special tax counsel to represent the Borough on tax appeals; and

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond or
demands to compensate said attorney; and

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services
from any requirement of public advertisement for bids provided a
notice be printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the
municipality,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that:

1.  Steven Muhlstock of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock and
Chewcaskie, LLP be appointed Special Tax Counsel to represent the
Borough of Fort Lee; and

2.  Compensation for said Tax Counsel shall be for 2004;
claimed, approved and paid in accordance with NJSA 40A:5-18 and
pursuant with an agreement to be entered into between the parties;
and

3.  The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this
Resolution to be published in a qualified newspaper within ten
(10) days after passage hereof.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3-7 - Labor Negotiations Attorney

Mayor Alter nominated J. Sheldon Cohen of the law firm of
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP to serve as Labor
Negotiations Attorney.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, there exists a need for a labor negotiator on behalf
of the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee with regard to
various personnel matters and labor negotiations; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, NJSA 40A:11-1 et
seq. requires that a resolution authorizing the award of contracts
for “Professional Services” without competitive bids must be
publicly advertised,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee as follows:

1.  The Mayor and the Borough Clerk are authorized and 
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directed to execute an agreement with J. Sheldon Cohen and the
firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpaterick, Cole & Wisler, LLP for the above
stated purpose.

2.  Compensation for said labor negotiator for 2004 shall be
approved and paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and
pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties.

3.  This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a
“Professional Service” under the provisions of the Local Public
Contracts Law, NJSA 40A:11-5(1), since this contract is for
services performed by a person authorized by law to practice a
recognized profession; and

4.  The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of the passage of
this resolution to be published in a qualified newspaper within
ten (10) days after passage hereof.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3-8a - Municipal Court Judge

Mayor Alter nominated John DeSheplo to serve as Municipal
Court Judge.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Voss
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that John DeSheplo be and is hereby reappointed as
Municipal Court Judge for a term of three (3) years retroactively
from January 4, 2004 to December 31, 2006.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3-8b - Municipal Court Judge

Mayor Alter nominated Robert T. Tessaro to serve as a second
Municipal Court Judge.

Councilwoman Voss introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded,
the following Resolution

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has appointed a second
municipal judge on a yearly basis by the assignment judge of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Robert T. Tessaro, is hereby appointed as a
Municipal Court Judge for a term of one (1) year; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall become
effective upon approval by the Bergen County Assignment Judge in 
accord with the provisions of N.J.S.A 2B:12-5.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3-9 - Rent Leveling Board Attorney

Mayor Alter nominated Joseph Marinello to serve as Rent
Leveling Board Attorney.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:
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BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Joseph Marinello be and is hereby appointed as Rent
Leveling Board Attorney for the year 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Rent
Leveling Board Attorney shall be approved and paid in the manner
set forth in agreement to be entered into between the parties; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that notice of the award of this
contract shall be published in a qualified newspaper within (10)
days as provided by the Local Public Contracts Law.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3-10 - Municipal Court/Police Department Accountant

Mayor Alter nominated Michael Condosta to serve as Municipal
Court Accountant.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Villano
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Municipal Court requires the assistance of an
accountant on a one or two day a month basis to reconcile bank
accounts for bail, fines and costs accounts, review of open bail
scheduled and generally assist Municipal Court personnel with
accounting matters,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Michael Condosta, CPA, is hereby
retained for 2004 as Municipal Court Accountant at compensation of
$100 hourly not to exceed $8,000 annually; and

WHEREAS, the Police Department requires the assistance of an
accountant on an as needed basis to reconcile the Police
Department grant and forfeiture revenue accounts as recommended by
the Borough Auditor,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Michael Condosta, CPA, is hereby
retained for 2004 as an Accountant for the Police Department at
compensation of $100 hourly not to exceed $10,000 annually; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that notice of the award of both
contracts shall be published in a qualified newspaper within ten
(10) days as provided by the Local Public Contracts Law.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3-11 - Treasurer

Mayor Alter nominated Joseph Iannaconi to serve as 
Treasurer.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Voss
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fort Lee that Joseph Iannaconi be and hereby appointed as
Treasurer for the year 2004.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

3-12 - Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant



Reorganization Meeting                             January 4, 2004
                                                          Page #17

Mayor Alter nominated William Katchen to serve as Building 
Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau
requires the assistance of an accountant on a periodic basis to 
reconcile bank accounts and other services deemed necessary and to
generally assist the Building Department and Fire Prevention
Bureau personnel with accounting matters,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that William Katchen, Cliffside Park, New
Jersey be retained for the year 2004 as Building Department and
Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant at compensation of $100.00
hourly not to exceed $15,000 annually; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that notice of the award of this
contract shall be published in a qualified newspaper within ten
(10) days as provided by the Local Public Contracts Law.

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

3-13 - Special Counsel to the Office of Economic Development

Mayor Alter nominated Dennis Oury, Esq. to serve as Special
Counsel for the Borough of Fort Lee.

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution. 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee is
desirous of appointing an attorney to act as special counsel to
the Office of Economic Development; and

WHEREAS, certain legal projects will be assigned to the
attorney on an as-needed basis by the governing body,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee that Dennis Oury, Esq, be appointed as
Special Counsel, to the Office of Economic Development for the
year 2004 and to be compensated at the hourly rate of $150 not to
exceed $50,000 for the year; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of the award of contract
shall be published in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) days
as provided by the Local Public Contracts law; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney be and he is
hereby authorized and directed to prepare an appropriate contract
for the aforesaid purpose.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

4-1 - Designation of Depositories

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to
designate a depository or depositories for it monies; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort
Lee recommended that the following banks be named as depositories:
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Interchange Bank, Fort Lee, NJ
     Commerce Bank, Fort Lee, NJ

Fleet Bank, Fort Lee, NJ
PNC Bank, Fort Lee, NJ
Hudson United Bank, Cliffside Park, NJ
Bank of New York, Englewood, NJ
JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, NJ
Woori American Bank, Fort Lee, NJ

     State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund
The Trust Company of New Jersey, NJ 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named banks are hereby
designated as depositories for the Current, Trust, Capital and
Welfare sections of the accounts of the Borough of Fort Lee for
2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows:

1.  The custodian of said funds or accounts shall be the
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body
may designate.

2.  All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by
checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

4-2 - Designation of Tax Receiving Agency

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan, the
following Resolution:

WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-122.3 became effective February 8, 1980,
allowing municipalities to designate a bank or trust company to
receive current tax payments, current water and sewer rents, as
well as other public monies under the supervision of the tax
collector.

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort
Lee has recommended that JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, New Jersey be
designated as the “Official Tax Receiving Agency” of the
municipality;

WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government
Services must give his approval for the authorization of awarding
of this contract,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the
Borough of Fort Lee that JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, New Jersey be
named the Official Tax Receiving Agency of the Borough of Fort 
Lee for 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Attorney is hereby
directed to prepare said contract, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk
are authorized to execute the contract for the “Official Tax
Receiving Agency”.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

4-3 - Designation of Newspapers

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Villano
seconded, the following Resolution:
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BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that pursuant to NJSA 40:53-1, the following newspapers are
hereby designated as official advertisements and notices required
by law to be published by the Borough of Fort Lee:

The Record
                       Jersey Journal

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

5-1 - Planning Board - Class III

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 261-1 of the codified ordinances
of the Borough of Fort Lee, provides that the Borough Council
shall designate and appoint a member of the Borough Planning
Board, pursuant to such ordinance and to New Jersey Statutes in
such cases made and provided; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgement deem it
to be in the best interest of the Borough that such appointment be
made,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Armand Pohan 
be and is hereby designated and appointed by the Borough Council
and as the Borough Council Member of the Borough Planning Board
pursuant to Borough Ord. 261-1 et seq of the codified ordinances
of the Borough of Fort Lee and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in
such cases made and provided, the term of such appointment to be
for the period of one year in accordance with the foregoing
ordinance and statutes.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

5-2 - Multiple Dwelling Commission

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Villano  
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 321-3 requires the appointment of
a Council Appointee to act as chairman of the Fort Lee Multiple
Dwelling Emergency Commission; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the Borough to
make such appointment,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Joseph
Cervieri be and is hereby appointed to the Fort Lee Multiple
Dwelling Emergency Commission to act as Chairman thereof pursuant
to Borough Ordinance, and in particular Ord. 321-3 of such
appointment to be in accordance with such Ordinance for a period
of one year.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

5-3 - Parking Authority

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 79-2 of the codified ordinances 



Reorganization Meeting                             January 4, 2004
                                                          Page #20

of the Borough of Fort Lee provides that the Borough Council shall
designate and appoint a member of the Borough Parking Authority,
pursuant to such ordinance and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in
such cases made and provided and in particular , RS 40:11A-4 et
seq.; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgement, deem it
to be in the best interest of the Borough that such appointment 
be made,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that James Viola be and
hereby is designated and appointed by the Borough Council as a
member of the Parking Authority pursuant to Borough Ordinance 79-1
et seq of the codified ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee and
pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and provided,
the term of such appointment to be for a period of five (5) years
in accordance with the foregoing ordinance and statutes.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

MAYOR’S NOMINATIONS TO BOARDS

6-1 - Board of Adjustment

Mayor Alter nominated Harvey Sohmer to serve as a member on
the Board of Adjustment for a four (4) year term expiring December
31, 2007.

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman
Cervieri, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.

Mayor Alter nominated Howard Joh to serve as an alternate
member on the Board of Adjustment for a two (2) year term expiring
December 31, 2005.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.

6-2 - Beautification Committee

Mayor Alter nominated Nancy Safarowic, Carole Bulman and
Carol Mawn to serve as members of the Beautification Committee for
three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2006.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously.

6-3 - Advisory Committee for the Disabled

Mayor Alter nominated Leo Kalabacos to serve as member of the
Advisory Committee for the Disabled for a three (3) year terms
expiring December 31, 2006.

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.

6-4 - Board of Ethics

Mayor Alter nominated Charles Blue and Gregory Cervieri to
serve as members of the Board of Ethics for five (5) year terms
expiring December 31, 2008.
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the nominations were confirmed unanimously.

6-5 - Fort Lee Film Commission

Mayor Alter nominated Armand Pohan to serve as Council
Liaison to the Fort Lee Film Commission for the year 2004.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.

Mayor Alter nominated Richard Koszarski and Nelson Page to
serve as members of the Fort Lee Film Commission for two (2) year
terms expiring December 31, 2005.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously.

6-6 - Board of Health

Mayor Alter nominated Dr. Alan Port and Dr. Lawrence Altman 
to serve as members of the Board of Health for three (3) year
terms expiring December 31, 2006.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the nominations were confirmed unanimously.

6-7 - Historic Site, Structural, Cultural and Landmark Committee

Mayor Alter nominated Joan Voss to serve as a member of the
Historic Site, Structural, Cultural & Landmark Committee for a one
(1) year term expiring December 31, 2004.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.

Mayor Alter nominated Andrew Sadow, Joseph Skelley and
Benjamin Chirls to serve as members of the Historic Site,
Structural, Cultural & Landmark Committee for three (3) year terms
expiring December 31, 2006.

On motion by Councilwoman Voss, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously.

6-8 - Library Board of Trustees

Mayor Alter appointed Audrey Mann as his representative to
serve as a member of the Library Board of Trustees for a term
running concurrent with his Mayor’s term through December 31,
2007.

No council confirmation was required for the above
appointment.

Mayor Alter nominated Michael Santimauro to serve as a member
of the Library Board of Trustees for a five (5) year term expiring
December 31, 2008.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.

6-9 - Local Assistance Board
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Mayor Alter nominated Beverly Rosas to serve as a member of
the Local Assistance Board for a four (4) year term expiring
December 31, 2007.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.

Mayor Alter nominated Patricia Rumi to serve as a member of 
the Local Assistance Board for a one (1) year term expiring
December 31, 2004.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.

6-10 - Rent Leveling Board

Mayor Alter nominated Pam Robins Niemira and Susan Wielkocz
to serve as members of the Rent Leveling Board for three (3) year
terms expiring December 31, 2006.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously.

6-11 - Senior Citizens’ Council

Mayor Alter nominated Kay Nest to serve as Director of the 
Senior Citizens’ Council for a one (1) year term expiring December
31, 2004.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.

Mayor Alter nominated Julia Ticola, Connie Arnow and Fran
DiGovanni to serve as members of the Senior Citizens’ Council for
two (2) year terms expiring December 31, 2005.

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman
Voss, the nominations were confirmed unanimously.

Mayor Alter nominated Mary Jean Canarsa to serve as a member
of the Senior Citizens’ Council for an unexpired term through
December 31, 2004

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Villano, the nomination was confirmed unanimously.

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS

7-1 - Planning Board

Mayor Alter appointed the following to the Fort Lee Planning
Board:

   Byong J. Suh     Class II - One (1) Year Term Through 2004

   Steve Sakin          Class IV- Four (4) Year Term Through 2007

   Emanuel Nikitiadis   Class IV Alternate - Two (2) Year Term
                         Through 2005

   Rose Dicker          Class IV Alternate - Unexpired Term
                        Through 2004
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RESOLUTIONS

8-1 - Part-time Police Officer - Board of Education

Councilwoman Voss introduced, and Councilman Cervieri
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that Patrick Moran is hereby appointed as part time school
security guard for the year 2004, without authority to carry a
firearm.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said part time police officer be
employed by and paid by the Board of Education of the Borough of
Fort Lee.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

8-2 - Police Physicians

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Villano
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Physicians
for the year 2004:

Dr. Louis Angioletti Dr. Richard Finizio
Dr. Raymond Darakjian Dr. Gregory Pappas
Dr. Richard Salb Dr. Richard Weiner
Dr. Anthony Maggiano Dr. Kenneth Kutner
Dr. Robert Monahan Dr. Barry Herstik
Dr. Mark Hagopian Dr. Clemens Loew
Dr. Neil Kolsky Dr. Kevin Basralian
Dr. George Azzariti Dr. Gene Rosenberg
Dr. Michael Vincent Dr. Patricia A. Farrell
Dr. Jerome Goldfischer Dr. Joseph A. Holzapfel
Dr. Jeffrey Rappaport Dr. Alfred D. Kulik
Dr. Alan Barry Port Dr. Michael Friedman
Dr. Samuel Suede Dr. Anna J. Lavotshkin

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

8-3 - School Crossing Guards

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Villano
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body that the following be
appointed as School Crossing Guards in the Borough of Fort Lee
without authority to carry a firearm:

Bassi, Nidia          Bianchetto, Dennis    Bianchetto, Ezio     
Boccia, Daniel        Boccia, Jospeh        Breit, Fred           
Bove, Patrick         Breiner, Sol          Cabrera, Yolanda
Campolongo, Ronald    Cennerazzo, Rudolph   Cerchio, Mary
Chin Mee Kam          Conway, Thomas     D’Ambrosio, Lucia
D’Annucci, Louis      Davidson, Fred        DiPerna, Vito        
Egues, Margarita      Flaim, Candido        Guglielmo, Giuseppe  
Harris, Faye          Karabastos, Dionysiso Kim, Hyun            
Ko, Ellie             McNerney, Charles     Magnone, Joseph      
Mancino, Michelle     Medaglia, Joseph      Melendez, Jesus      
Muhammad, Sadiq       Mulle, Anthony        Occhipinti, Joan     
Ok, Bong Hi           Ok, Young Sun         Oliver, Hyman        
Oliver, Joan          Pospisil, Ray         Puccio, Orlando      
Pulice, Fiore         Rojas, Pedro          Ruby, George          
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Schnorrbusch, Dan     Scrivanich, Yolanda   Segarra, Ana         
Silvia, Barbara       Simone, Antonia       Strezou, Leo          
Triantafillou, Athena Waxenbaum, Leon

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

8-4 - Police Guards (Matrons)

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Villano 
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort
Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Guards
(Matrons) in the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2003:

Kathy Patrick Elizabeth Connell
     Janice Pagano      Charlene Ortiz
     Melissa Ardito                Catherine Blue                  
    Jaime Tripodi
     

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

9-1 - Establishing Rate of Interest for Tax Delinquencies

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Villano
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 direct that the
governing body of each municipality may fix the rate of interest
to be charged for the non-payment of taxes or assessments on or
before the date when they would become delinquent, and may further
provide that no interest shall be charged if on payment of any
installment is made within the tenth calendar day following the
date upon which the same became payable; and

WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-67 further provides that the rate of 
interest so fixed shall not exceed eight (8%) on the first one
thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of the delinquency and
eighteen percent (18%) per annum on any amount in excess of one
thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500),

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Fort Lee do hereby fix, in accordance with the
provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 the rate of interest to be charged for
the non-payment of taxes or assessments at eight (8%) per annum
on the first one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of the
delinquency, provided, however, that no interest shall be charged
if payment of any installation is made within the tenth calendar
day following the date upon which the same became payable. 

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

9-2 - Re-establishing Petty Cash Fund

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan
seconded, the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee do hereby authorize and establish a petty cash fund for
the Borough Treasurer and other various departments; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council authorize the Borough
Treasurer to draw a check from the current account in the amount
of $500.00 payable to Joseph Iannaconi Jr., petty cash, and
various authorized amounts for the other various departments,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with NJSA
40A:5-21 said petty cash funds be established.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

9-3 - Cash Management Plan

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution: 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-14 requires the Borough of Fort Lee
to adopt a Cash Management Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee adopts its Cash Management
Plan annually; and

WHEREAS, this Cash Management Plan shall be designated to
assure the extent practicable the investment of local funds in
interest bearing accounts and may be modified from time to time in
order to reflect changes in Federal or State law or regulations;
and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee
Cash Management Plan be continued for 2004.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

9-4 - Insurance Risk Manager

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti
seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is a member of the South
Bergen Joint Municipal Joint Insurance Fund and the Municipal
Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund; and

WHEREAS, the bylaws of said funds require that the
municipality appoint a Risk Management consultant to perform
various professional services as detailed in the bylaws; and

WHEREAS, the bylaws for the Municipal Excess Liability Joint
Insurance Fund and the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund
indicate a minimum fee equal to six percent (6%)of the municipal
assessment which expenditure represents reasonable compensation
for the services required and is included in the assessment for
these funds; and

WHEREAS, the judgmental nature of the Risk Management
consultant’s duties renders comparative bidding impractical,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee
does hereby appoint David J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc., as 
its Risk Management Consultant in accordance with the Fund’s
bylaws for the period of January 1, 2004 to January 1, 2005; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are
hereby authorized and directed to execute the consultant’s
agreement annexed hereto and to cause a notice of this decision to
be published according N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i).

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

9-5 - Borough Clerk - PACO Officer

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Villano 
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seconded, the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is required to designate a
Public Agency Compliance Officer to insure that proper forms are
distributed and completed before contracts are awarded by the
Borough and documents and manuals are made available to 
prospective contractors,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is
hereby appointed to serve as the Public Agency Compliance Officer
(PACO) for the year 2004 in the Borough of Fort Lee.

The Resolution was approved unanimously.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Pohan - had no report.

Councilwoman Kasofsky - congratulated Chief Tessaro on his
retirement.

She mentioned that the municipal parking lot was renovated at
the end of last year.  There are two shuttle buses that take
residents from Main Street to the Pathmark supermarket on Bergen
Boulevard. 

She stated, as liaison to the library, that circulation and
overall use of the library was up in 2003.

She complimented the Borough’s emergency services for doing a
great drill in 2003.  She added that the Borough is one step above
everyone in Bergen County and almost in the State in terms of
emergency preparedness.

She wished everyone a happy and healthy New Year.

Councilman Villano - mentioned that he was liaison to five or six
committees last year.  Over the past year, the Police Department
ran many programs for the residents of the Borough - everything
from bicycle safety to Internet safety, DWI educational programs
and a week-long DARE program for the campers.  There were about
750 kids in summer camp last year.  A radio station was put in at
1630 AM which people can turn to for traffic reports and news of
other problems in Fort Lee.  Community policing was expanded which
amounted to a safer Fort Lee.  He thanked all of the officers and
ranking police officials for their excellent and professional
work.

As liaison to the Advisory Committee for the Disabled, he
reported that this year the ADA Board sponsored a countywide
conference on accessibility for the disabled.  Representatives
from five towns attended.  Department heads, ADA Board members,
and others have all combined to advance the understanding of
special needs.  The ADA Board will continue to monitor all new
buildings.  The ADA Board had a real input into the new recreation
center, from how high barriers should be to making sure that the
new facility will be totally accessible to all people.  He thanked
all of the ADA Board members.

As liaison to the Fort Lee Community Fund, he stated that 
the fund has been more active in supplying emergency funding for
individuals and families in crisis.  The opening of a thrift shop
should provide more short-term financial aid.  On the downside,
there has been a depleting of revenue, but hopefully, some
people’s New Year’s resolution will include making donations to
the community fund.  Donations can be made through the Borough’s 



Reorganization Meeting                             January 4, 2004
                                                          Page #27

Department of Human Services.

As liaison to the Municipal Alliance Committee, he stated
that the Teen Center continues to grow.  More sponsors have been
added.  He said there were too many people to thank but
acknowledged the Mayor and Council for their continued support.

He reflected on the past couple of years as a Councilman. 
Much of what the Council does is routine.  Sometimes what appears
as routine isn’t really routine.  About three years ago the
Borough passed an ordinance regulating the type of houses that may
be built in Fort Lee.  The floor area ratio (FAR) and building
heights were changed.  Riding through town, he has started to
notice how the change has been effected.  There are a couple of
homes in Coytesville, on Riverdale Drive, Abbott Boulevard and in
the Palisades East section that just look more aesthetically
pleasing than homes that were built before the ordinance took
affect.  He thanked former Councilman Tom Meyers because he was
the one who led the charge on this issue.  There was a lot of help
from architect, James Virgona, Jr., who made the recommendations
that ultimately led to what the new houses look like today.  This
ordinance has positively affected the quality of life in Fort Lee
for all of the residents.

He thanked everyone for their help throughout the year and he
wished everyone a happy and healthy New Year.

Councilman Sargenti - offered his congratulations to Chief Tessaro
on his retirement.

He wished everyone a happy and healthy New Year.

As liaison to the Ambulance Corps, he stated that there were
a record number of calls in 2003.  These volunteer members are out
there and saving lives in Fort Lee.  When their fund drive goes
out in 2004, he asked that the residents keep them in mind.

As liaison to the Recreation Department, he stated that 2003
was one of its busiest and most successful years.  Various
recreation programs throughout the entire year were offered for
pre-school to adult ages.  He mentioned that the tennis courts at
the Recreation Department on Stillwell Avenue will be undergoing
an entire facelift in 2004 which will also include new lighting. 
The summer camp program had over 760 registrants in 2003.  The
youngsters ranged from ages 5 to 13.  Members of the Police
Department provided a DARE program for the kids during the last
week of camp.  Over 1,800 residents under the age of 12 were
registered for the Borough’s wading pools and over 500 residents
signed up for use of the Borough’s tennis courts.  The Youth
Center on Lemoine Avenue not only has scheduled programs but
boasted over a one hundred members who used the building to play
ping-pong, pool, board games or pickup basketball games in the
gym.  New programs and special events are being scheduled for
2004.  The Recreation Department will continue to work closely
with the Police Department regarding community policing and
hosting Internet safety programs in 2004.  Registration for the
2004 winter programs will begin on Monday, January 12th.  He
thanked Celeste Tomasso who took on added responsibilities in 2003
to help make the Recreation Department run more smoothly.

Councilwoman Voss - offered a happy and healthy New Year to
everyone.

She wished Chief Tessaro her best wishes on his retirement. 
He has done a great job.
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She stated that 2003 was a year of great change for herself. 
After forty-one years in education, she retired.  She enjoyed all
of her years as a teacher and she misses it; however, she got
involved in two elections immediately after her retirement.  She
thanked everyone for electing her to her fourth term as a council
member and her first term as an assembly person.  She said “I get
by with the help of my friends, and that’s very very true.”

She mentioned that her assembly election was hard fought. 
Senator Coniglio and Robert Gordon, her running mate, campaigned
in thirteen Bergen County towns from July until Election Day.  She
learned a great deal not only about politics, but also about the
geography of Bergen County during that time.  She thanked everyone
for giving her the opportunity not only to work for the people of
Fort Lee but for the people in the 38th District.  Her office in
Fort Lee should be up and running soon.  She will be accessible to
the residents of the Borough and Bergen County and looks forward
to meeting with as many people as possible to address their
concerns.

She said that before this meeting, the kids of the Fort Lee
High School did a reenactment of the first Mayor and Council
meeting.  She is so proud of the kids and so proud of the fact
that her former students serve on the Police Department, the
Ambulance Corps, and the Fire Department, and on the Fort Lee
Board of Education, and have careers in law and education.  She
hoped that she had a little part in telling them that it was very
important to get involved in government and very important to give
back to the community.  She was pleased that she had the
opportunity to teach so many great kids.

She closed by saying that one of the things during the
campaign that was great, was the fact that so many young people
were getting involved.  One of her fears, during her time that she
was teaching, was that young people were becoming apathetic and
really thinking that they could not make a difference.  She was
encouraged that there are so many young people getting involved. 
She thinks it is great for the town and the country.

Councilman Cervieri - stated that he would like to take this
opportunity to thank everybody that who has been involved in his
campaign and to express his thanks for all the support that he
gets from the Mayor and Council representing all the people of
Fort Lee.  There is a very dedicated staff of people that work at
the Borough under the leadership of Borough Administrator, Peggy
Thomas.

He offered special congratulations and best wishes to
outgoing Police Chief, Thomas Tessaro, who has done an exemplary
job as Chief and as a public servant of Fort Lee.

He looks forward to the Borough’s new judge, Robert Tessaro,
the brother of Thomas Tessaro.  He should work very well with
Judge John DeSheplo, who has done an outstanding job as a
Municipal Judge for well over twenty years.

He thanked all the volunteers who, every year, serve on the
various committees.  They make this a tremendous community to
represent and to live in.  He continues to promote Fort Lee as a
terrific place in which to live, raise kids, work and just be a
part of.  The Borough’s cultural affairs have really put the
Borough more in the forefront as a leadership community in Bergen
County.  Not many other communities have the same recreational
facilities that the Borough has.  All of the facilities and
programs are offered while at the same time an effort is made to
try to maintain fiscal responsibility; that is the job of the
Mayor and Council.  He feels that the residents are represented 
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every time an expenditure is made, in that the Mayor and Council
are also paying the cost as fellow residents of Fort Lee.

In closing, he thanked once again all of his friends and
family, especially his wife JoAnn who puts up with his absences
from his house to be able to represent the people of Fort Lee.  He
wished everyone a very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.

Mayor Alter - praised Maryanne Sutera and Fran Weissman for
basically running his office.  These two ladies are as good as it
gets.  It makes his job a good one.  He is constantly thanked by
people for doing things that he knew nothing about.  Maryanne and
Fran handle so many things that he was not even aware of, so when
things are brought to his attention, they are basically real tough
issues.  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, is the real boss of
the Borough.  Peggy is the chief civil servant of the town.  She
is even over the Police Chief.  Peggy has been a good friend and
is a very fine administrator.

He mentioned that Councilman Cervieri is one of the brilliant
minds and really strong people on this Council.  He is a world
class real estate expert and the Mayor and Council do make good
use of his knowledge.

In closing, Mayor Alter stated that he believes the public
has demonstrated in the past election that the people of Fort Lee
trust their government and basically think that he and the council
are doing a good job.  But as they used to say, “you win your job
every day.”  Nobody up here can say, “well, we did it great,” and
than sit back.  The Mayor and Council will always be in the middle
of it and it is their job to do the job that the people elected
them to do.  He has every confidence that this is a very good
group of people.  It is just the beginning of a new year and he
hopes everyone gets what they need and want.  The real assets in
life, of course, are good health, good family and good friends. 
He wished everyone a good year.

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Voss,
and carried at 2:05 p.m.

                                                          
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk



RECESSED MEETING

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

                                     Thursday, December 18, 2003/
                                      January 4, 2004 @12:00 noon

The Recessed Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers,
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.

PRESENT: Mayor Alter, Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky,      
 Villano, Sargenti, Voss, Cervieri 

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk
                    Joseph Iannaconi, CFO

SPECIAL MEETING STATEMENT

All members of this body have been advised both orally and in
writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, place
and proposed agenda hereof;

On December 18, 2003 a written notice of the time, place and
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.

On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to
THE RECORD, the BERGEN NEWS/SUN BULLETIN, PALISADIAN and a copy
was filed with the Borough Clerk.

On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have
requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed
for the year 2003.

Let the minutes reflect that this is a continuation of the
regularly scheduled Mayor and Council meeting of December 18,
2003.

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Alter stated that he is very proud of Melissa Jimenez,
a Fort Lee High School graduate, who has sung at Fort Lee events
since she was in elementary school.  She has kindly consented
today to sing God Bless America. 

Mayor Alter acknowledged District 38, Assemblyman-elect 
Robert Gordon, Assemblywoman elect Joan Voss and State Senator
Joseph Coniglio.

INVOCATION

The first invocation of the day was given by Rabbi Konikov of
the Lubavitch of the Hudson.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilman Villano, seconded by Councilman
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 18,
2003 Regular Meeting were approved.

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced relative to
items CA-1 through CA-3.
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CA-1 - Approving Budget Transfers

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following 2003 budget appropriation 
transfers are hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, not less
than two-thirds of the full membership of the Governing Body
concurring:

From    To

Salary & Wage Adj. Program  Administration S/W              2,906
 $460,000                   Purchasing S/W                  9,766
Police S/W                  Mayor and Council S/W           1,775
 $440,712                   Boro Clerk S/W                  6,474
Garbage & Trash             Payroll & Data Proc. S/W          585
 $200,000                   Collection of Taxes S/W        22,321
Legal              Dir. Of Economic Dev. S/W       8,279
 $100,000                   Emergency Management S/W        4,943
Senior S/W    Fire Prevention S/W            16,826
 $44,000                    Fire Protection S/W            70,812
Communication Disp S/W      Building & Grounds S/W         23,250
 $34,000                    General Services S/W            6,424
Road Repairs S/W            Human Services S/W                838
 $64,623                    Parks & Playgrounds S/W         2,201
                            Sewer System S/W               16,001
                            Municipal Alliance              7,578
                            Purchasing O/E                  3,795
                            Borough Clerk O/E               2,430
                            Payroll & Data Processing O/E   3,497
                            Financial Admin. O/E           21,629
                            Engineering O/E                 4,090
                            Construction Code Off. O/E      4,117
                            Group Insurance               547,111
                            Unemployment Comp.             15,169
                            Police O/E                      7,703
                            Communication Disp. O/E         2,691
                            Ambulance Corps O/E             8,996
                            Road Repairs O/E               51,420
                            Building & Grounds O/E          4,105
                            Communication Repair O/E        1,895
                            General Services O/E              938
                            Parks & Playgrounds O/E         2,175
                            Electricity                       214
                            Water                          25,140
                            Sewer System O/E               20,226
                            Gasoline                       25,462
                            Municipal Court O/E             7,593
                            Bond Principal                    545
                            Interest on Bonds              89,694
                            NJ Economic Development Auth.     350
                            Environmental                   2,582
                            Police S/W                    259,021
                            Special Events                 29,768

Total:      $ 1,343,335.00    Total:                $1,343,335.00  
   

CA-2 - Approving Cancellation of Outstanding Debits and Credits on
the Tax Collector’s Books for 2002 in the Amount of $10.00
and Less

WHEREAS, there are a number of outstanding debits on the 
Tax Collector’s books for the period January 1 through December
31, 2002 in the amounts of ten dollars ($10.00) or less,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that all debits of ten dollars ($10.00)
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or less be and are hereby canceled, as per listing kept in the
office of the Tax Collector-Treasurer.

CA-3 - Authorizing the Chief Financial Officer to Cancel
Outstanding Open Checks in Various Accounts for 2002 and Prior
Years - $85,106.75

WHEREAS, there remain checks outstanding on the Borough of
Fort Lee’s banking records for 2002; and

WHEREAS, every attempt has been made by the Chief Financial
Officer to have the checks cleared,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Chief Financial Officer is
hereby authorized to cancel the following outstanding amounts in
the various accounts in the total amount of $85,106.75

Account Name Amount

Current Account                          $63,458.21
Developers Escrow                        $ 3,255.30
Police Activity Trust Fund               $ 8,229.66
Capital Improvement Account              $ 1,113.58
Parks & Recreation Trip Admissions  $    35.00
Public Assistance Trust II               $   231.00
Special Dog Account                      $   234.00
Trust Account                            $ 8,550.00

Grand Total:       $85,106.75

SCHEDULE A

Account    Date   Check #         Amount
 
Current Account             1/2002         44505          $ 96.91
                                           44767           448.64
                                           44777           344.22
                                           44814         6,179.30
                                           44823           185.51
                                           96693            49.00
                            2/2002         44924           450.00
                                           45027           140.00
                                           45028           200.00
                                           45029           122.13
                                           45030           243.14
                                           45032           597.75
                            3/2002         45394           500.00
                            4/2002         45586           167.45
                            5/2002         45761            64.95
                                           45903           400.00
                                           46012         1,245.57
                                           46016         2,943.68
                            6/2002         46256           346.89
                            7/2002         46341            50.00
                            8/2002         46838            95.59
                            9/2002         46896         4,550.00
                                           46897         9,547.50
                                           47002           790.61
                           10/2002         47541           550.00
                           11/2002         47677        32,578.50
                           12/2002         47806            49.25
                                           47878           521.62
                                                       $63,458.21
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Account                     Date          Check #         Amount

Developers Escrow           3/2002          2214          $952.50
                            6/2002          2319         1,088.90
                            9/2002          2433         1,088.90
                                            2438          $125.00
                                                        $3,255.30

Police Activity Trust Fund  2/2002          1517        $1,746.00
                                            1518         3,120.00 
                                            1519         2,673.00  
                           9/2002           1675          $690.66

       $8,229.66 

Capital Improvement Fund    9/2002          8272        $1,113.58
                                                        $1,113.58

Park & Recreation Trip Adm. 8/2002          1785           $15.00
                                            1786           $20.00
                                                           $35.00
         
Public Assistance Trust II  2/2002           324          $231.00
                                                          $231.00

Special Dog Account        12/2002         44974          $234.00
                                                          $234.00

Trust Account               1/2002          1194        $1,100.00
                                            1196          $150.00
                            8/2002          1227          $200.00
                            9/2002          1228        $7,100.00
                                                        $8,550.00

GRAND TOTAL:                                      $85,106.75

There being no discussion, on motion by Councilman Cervieri,
seconded by Councilman Pohan, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1
through CA-3) was approved unanimously.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Mayor Alter noted that the council reports for this meeting
were already given at the December 18th meeting.

Mayor Alter - stated that when this meeting is adjourned, there
will be a ten to fifteen minute break before the reorganization
meeting commences.

There being no further discussion, the recessed meeting was
adjourned on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by
Councilwoman Voss and carried at 12:10 p.m. 

                       
                                   Neil Grant
                                   Municipal Clerk


