
REORGANIZATION MEETING 
MINUTES 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
Thursday, January 1, 2015 @12:00 NOON 

 
 The Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial 

Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, 

Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Alfred Restaino, Borough Administrator 
      Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 
      J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

      
MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 
provided in the following manner: 

 
 All members of this body have been advised both orally and in writing at 
least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, place, and proposed agenda 

hereof: 
 

 On December 21, 2014 a written notice of the time, place, and proposed 
agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey. 

 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to THE 
RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE and a copy was filed 

with the Borough Clerk. 
 

 On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have requested 
copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2014. 
 

 
INVOCATION 

 
 Rev. Spenst of the Fort Lee Gospel Church offered the invocation for the 
New Year. 

  
OATHS OF OFFICE & RESOLUTIONS 

 

 Armand Pohan was sworn in as a Councilman by Mayor Sokolich His wife, 
Nancy held the Bible, as he took his Oath of Office. 

 
 Michael Sargenti was sworn in as a Councilman by Mayor Sokolich.   Neil 
Grant, former Borough Clerk held the Bible, as he took his Oath of Office. 

 
 Peter Suh was sworn in as a Councilman by Mayor Sokolich. 

His son, Aiden, held the Bible, as he took his Oath of Office 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

Freeholder David Ganz - came forward and wished the Mayor, Council and 

residents a Happy New Year.  Freeholder Ganz provided to each of the elected 
members of the Borough Council a certificate of commendation from the County 

Executive along with a along with a proclamation from the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders.  He congratulated the elected officials and wished them well.     
 
  



Reorganization Meeting      January 1, 2015 
                    Page #2 

 
Assemblyman Gordon Johnson - came forward and congratulated the 

elected members of the Borough Council; Council members Sargenti, Suh and 
Pohan.   
 

Mayor Sokolich,  “We have a new County Municipal Chairman this year, 
who started his term earlier in the year, who’s done a fine fine job we’re proud of 
the shoes that he had to fill were great, the legendary Kay Nest.   

 
Kay is present and I just wanted a round of applause for Kay while she’s 

here. Not everything is in a title, Kay you remain our inspiration in the 
background and your efforts will always remain appreciative, but our new 
Chairman who has risen to the occasion a lot of work we all appreciate that, 

we’d like Joseph Cervieri to also address the candidates as well.” 
 

Councilman Joseph Cervieri – “Thank you Mayor. On behalf of the Fort 
Lee Democrats and the people of Fort Lee, I’d like to tell you how thankful I am 
and how proud I am that you have brought back to Fort Lee’s government three 

fine Council representatives.  
 

Armand, Mike and Peter done a spectacular job and will continue to do a 

great job for the people of Fort Lee.  
 

I’d like to thank all the committee people that worked on behalf of the 
those council people to get them re-elected as well as a change in the county 
government, so that now we have a very good leader James Tedesco.  

 
We have spectacular employees of the Borough of Fort Lee that dedicate 

their lives to making this community a great place to live, to work and to raise 

your families. They do it not for the dollar but because of community spirit and 
for that I thank them.  

 
I’d like to thank all the volunteers that serve on the boards. I’d like to 

thank those who have recently accepted the opportunity to serve on the boards, 

I’m sure they’re going to do a great job. Once again thank you.   
 

Kay thank you as our chairperson emeritus, you know we’re there for you.  
Once again, everybody have a happy healthy and blessed New Year.”  
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

1-A “Appointment Municipal Clerk – Evelyn Rosario” 
 

WHEREAS, Evelyn Rosario, was appointed Deputy Municipal Clerk for the 
Borough of Fort Lee effective September 22, 2014 through December 31, 2014: 
and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee, that Evelyn Rosario be appointed as Municipal Clerk for the 

Borough of Fort Lee, for a three year term commencing January 1, 2015, 
commensurate at a salary of $96,900. 
 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 
 Evelyn Rosario was sworn in a Borough Clerk by Mayor Sokolich.  Neil 
Grant, former Borough Clerk held the Bible, as she took her Oath of Office. 
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MAYOR’S SPEECH 

 
It’s at this time that on annual basis the Mayor, most Mayors in most 

municipalities give what they refer to as a State of the Borough Address.  So, 

this is going to be brief but I’m going try to take you through – 

 It’s going to be brief.  Just to give everybody a quick little background. 

 So 2014, as everyone is aware, has been very, very eventful right from its -

- right from its inception.  

 We’ve experienced our share of gains, our successes and our losses.   

There’s one such loss that I wanted to just address publicly before we got 
started because I haven’t had an opportunity to proper eulogize him -- 
because I believe he was such a very, very important part of Fort Lee. 

A couple weeks ago Tom Skelley passed away and he’s what I refer to in 
town as a “lifer”.  And what I mean by a lifer is somebody that commits 
himself for the better part of his life to living in Fort Lee, raising his family in 

Fort Lee, being a part of the fabric of Fort Lee: a man who loved Fort Lee. 

 He was an incredible volunteer, a husband, father, and a -- dear friend, 

longtime President and the essential essence of the Fort Lee Athletic Club as 
many of you know. 

 I raise Tom Skelley’s passing for one simple reason.  Yes, because of his 

contributions.  And, yes, because of his volunteerism.  And, yes, because of 
his commitment to this community.  But mostly because Tom inspired me.  

And we don’t realize it on a daily basis but as we conduct our lives and as we 
do things and as we make decisions and as we go on in this world, we all 
have people that inspire us. Some a little, some a lot.  But Tom was amongst 

a very, very select group of Fort Lee here that inspired me. 

And every decision that I would make or not make, every action I would 
take, every policy that I would pursue or not pursue, I kept people like Tom 

in mind. 

 To him, it was never about plaques and awards.  He always -- and he got 

his share of all of that.  But that was important to him.  It wasn’t about being 
the richest guy with the biggest house or the nicest car; it was just always 
about community and family, and that always inspired me. 

 Tom never ever had a bad word.  He was always positive about Fort Lee.  
He never had a negative word about anyone else and he loved where he lived. 

 Tom and many others in this town serve as my guide, my conscience, my 
barometer of what I think is right and what I think is wrong.  And you know 
those others that inspire me, you know who you are, but in particular I 

wanted to just raise this about Tom Skelley because I truly thought he was a 
very, very special person as all of you are very, very well aware. 

And I thank Tom for his guidance, for his help and for his inspiration.  I 

know that there are members of Tom’s family here today; thank you for 
attending.  And we just wanted you to know from the entire Borough of Fort 

Lee that your dad is held in a very, very special place here and he’s made his 
mark.  

And his legacy might not be high-rises and it might not be, you know, 

huge buildings that we look at for a hundred years to come but there’s an 
impact that I think he’s had on this community that’s going to last for 

hundreds of years to come just by the way in which he conducted himself. 

For the past seven years, Tom and others like Tom, in an indirect way, 
have really served as the Mayor of Fort Lee.  And I just wanted to extend my 

gratitude and our deepest condolences. So, to the entire Skelley family, our 
condolences. 
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Unfortunately, this speech was revised to include just a few words about 

someone else who lost their life recently.  On December 29, 2014, Officer 
Stephen Petruzzello, in the Borough of Cliffside Park, lost his life. 

 This is a 22 year old young man who became a special in the Borough of 

Cliffside Park.  It was told that it was always his dream to become a police 
officer.  He had just gotten through the Academy.  Everyone and anyone that 
knows him confirmed that he was a special young man.  

  On December 29, in the line of duty, he was killed. So on behalf of the 
entire Borough of Fort Lee, we extend our deepest condolences to the 

Petruzzello family and the entire Borough of Cliffside Park. 

So you know, there is a wake for Officer Petruzzello I believe tomorrow. Chief, 
correct? 

 And then there’ll be a funeral starting at Epiphany Church in Cliffside 
Park at 10 o’clock on Saturday for those that would like to be in attendance 

and pay their respects. 

 Fort Lee started with a bang in 2014.  It was only about 11 and a half 
months ago that we experienced and started to hear for the first time the 

word, “Bridgegate”. Everybody remember that? I certainly do. 

 We went from national media attention to reporters camped in front of my 
home at 5:30 in the morning.  I went through a period of about two weeks 

where at 5:30 in the morning, I would grab a cup of coffee, my golden 
retriever, and I would walk down my steps to get the paper, to pick up my 

head with 15 microphones in my face.  That was fun the first three days but 
the next 15, it wasn’t. 

 From legislative investigations to ongoing grand juries empanelled by the 

U.S. Attorney’s Office, the Bridgegate debacle became the biggest -- one of the 
biggest stories in national politics.  We went from gubernatorial apologies to 
monopolizing the “Rachel Maddow Show” for more than two months. 

 The thing I will however say is this.  That Fort Lee, the people that lead 
Fort Lee, and the citizens of Fort Lee always conducted themselves with 

nothing but utmost civility, professionalism, and transparency. 

 And while there are more headlines with this story that inevitably will 
come, Fort Lee will continue on its path to be progressive and employ 

forward-thinking policy ‘cause we are on our way to regaining our status as 
one of the most respected and envied communities in the entire State.  It’s no 

secret that many do want to align themselves with Fort Lee because we are 
special.  

 In order to assess where we are today, I took a look back at some of the 

initial State of the Borough speeches that I’ve given over the course of the last 
five or six years to compare what it is that we said then to where we are 
today.  And it’s very interesting and, quite frankly, there’s been a lot of 

accomplishments that have been achieved over the years. 

 Redevelopment 5 is no longer, “hey it’s gonna happen, it’s not gonna 

happen”.  There’s gonna be a groundbreaking.  We are in the middle of a 
billion dollar redevelopment.  Something on a piece of property that’s been 
laying fallow for 43 years.   

 The east portion, as everyone is aware, the first high-rise is completed.  
About 20 to 25 percent of those apartments have already been rented. 

 The second building is anticipated to get started hopefully in 2015.  Once 
that second building is constructed, a two-acre park has been negotiated to 
be deeded back to Fort Lee.  So, Fort Lee will end up with a two-acre park. 

 But in addition to that at the ground floor of that second building, there 
will also be a museum for Fort Lee, and also a state-of-the-art theater and 
playhouse.  
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I am not talking about some little theater or some playhouse that’s put 

together with seats in it.  This is a state-of-the-art venue, which will attract 
great actors, which will attract shows, which will attract plays; something 
that Fort Lee will be able to call its crown jewel for many, many years to come 

and will be second to none. 

 That’s the appetizer to what I am hopeful will become a phenomenal film 
festival here in Fort Lee in the not too distant future. 

 The west parcel of Redevelopment 5 is also well underway.  About 60 
percent of it has already been rented.  Retail space has been committed.  

Restaurants have signed leases.  Multiple coffee shops, clothing shops, and 
the iPic movie theaters are coming to Fort Lee, which consists of eight 
theaters.  It’s a high-end theater with first run movies, with a phenomenal 

Italian restaurant on the ground floor. 

 For those of you that have seen or experienced the iPic experience, you 

have dinner, you can have cocktails, you can go to a movie.  But once you get 
to the movie it’s an incredible experience with very comfortable chairs and it’s 
something that Fort Lee’s deserved for a long time. 

 As part of the western portion of the redevelopment, there’s a one-acre 
park that is now being constructed at the corner of Main Street and Lemoine 
Avenue where the former Woori Bank used to be. 

 In conjunction with Redevelopment 5, 2015 will see the implementation of 
an adaptive traffic signalization system.  Now for those of you that are now 

rolling your eyes saying, “why is he talking about this?”, I am because this is 
critically important to Fort Lee. 

 This is a state-of-the-art technological advancement where intersections 

and traffic lights talk to each other.  There are only a handful of jurisdictions 
in the entire country that boast having this technology.  It’s been approved 
here in Fort Lee but the challenge was to get all the approvals from both the 

local, and the county, and the state officials. 

 Just last week, all agencies have signed on and we’re now going to 

contract. 

 The redevelopers of Redevelopment 5 are actually paying for this system.  
And what this system does is if you, for example, are on Lemoine Avenue and 

you’re at a red light and there are no cars crossing, that light will stay green 
until cars queue in the opposite direction and will just allow traffic to 

continue to flow and flow. 

 Once cars queue, the light will turn red, the cars will proceed.  And then 
once the cars have emptied, it will automatically turn green again.  So there 

is a limited delay to traffic.  Because a lot of the traffic in Fort Lee is not 
getting to the bridge, it’s trying to get out of Fort Lee in the morning. 

 We think this is going to go a long way in not completely alleviating the 

traffic issues we have here in Fort Lee but at least at a minimum absorbing 
the additional traffic that Redevelopment 5 will bring to us. 

 Twelve intersections are part of this project.  We’re grateful to all local, 
county and state officials.  And, in particular, a special shout-out to 
Commissioner Fox of the Department of Transportation who also intervened 

to make sure that this project went forward in Fort Lee. 

 There will be more news to come but it’s something worthy of attention 

and announcement. 

 We have put our crosshairs here on -- in Fort Lee on Main Street.  We’ve 
been talking about it a long time.  We’ve delayed initiating other projects in 

the past because of the recession and the poor economy but we have seen in 
2014 the birth of a Business Improvement District comprised of nine board of 
director members who are incredibly dedicated tireless individuals who have  
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no political agenda.  They have no selfish motivation.  They are business 

leaders.  They are property owners within a business district that we’ve 
established here in government. 

 And within that district they raise money and their sole purpose is to 

market, to improve, to aesthetically improve the businesses that are in that 
district. 

 As part of that, Fort Lee’s Main Street is going through a complete 

renovation as we speak.  Over the course of the fall, there were traffic 
shutdowns and we’re asking everyone to be patient.  All the utilities have 

been laid in the middle of Main Street.   

 In the spring, if not early summer next year, when you drive down Main 
Street, you will not recognize it.  The street will be widened.  The sidewalks 

will be widened.  There’ll be new vegetation.  There’ll be new benches.  
There’ll be new curbing.  There’ll be many new different façades.  There’ll be 

new lighting.  There’ll be -- everything will be brand spackling new.  So that 
Fort Lee can finally boast having a wonderful Main Street as it is truly 
deserving of. 

 This is something that’s been long-awaited.  Our Main Street is tired.  It 
needs a jumpstart.   This is more than a jumpstart.  This is a complete 
facelift.  We’re very, very excited about it and we’re grateful to the Department 

of Public Works that are at the forefront of that initiative. 

 As part of the redevelopment initiative on Main Street we are also now -- 

in 2015 we’ll see the commencement of a state-of-the-art parking deck in our 
municipal parking lot. 

 This is like no other parking deck.  This is an edifice second to none with 

over a thousand parking spaces in it to accommodate the commuters here in 
Fort Lee, to accommodate the retail demands here in Fort Lee, to make sure 
that cars aren’t driving around aimlessly looking for parking spots.  There 

will be ample parking for anyone and everyone that wants to use it. 

 This parking deck will also include offices for the Business Improvement 

District that I just spoke about, as well as our Parking Authority.  And there’ll 
be light limited retail as well.  Perhaps a coffee shop or two for folks that use 
that parking deck on a regular basis. 

 Most importantly, we are at the one yard line of having the United States 
Postal Service here on Main Street move their present old, obsolete building 

and effectively moving into the ground floor of this parking deck. 

We are this close to that being achieved and we’re very excited about it. 

So think about it.  In the near future, our municipal parking lot is going to 

be a state-of-the-art parking deck with the United States Post Office on the 
ground floor, which will be a full-service passport center.  The present 
location of the post office is now earmarked as a passive park. 

 We’re waiting for the post office to give us final approval on their 
relocation, which we do anticipate is forthcoming, and this will all come to a 

reality. 

 The new post office will be ADA accessible; the one now isn’t.  It does not 
provide all the services that it should and Fort Lee’s deserving of a state-of-

the-art post office and we are grateful to the post office for considering this 
request. 

 We also have Sign and Façade Committees in place here in Fort Lee for 
making sure that the signs and the aesthetics here in Fort Lee are the best 
that they can be. 

 These are thankless committees.  They don’t get credit for a lot of things.  
As a matter of fact I guarantee you that most of you don’t even know who 
comprises these committees.  But these are folks that meet on a weekly basis  



Reorganization Meeting      January 1, 2015 
                    Page #7 

 

to meet with builders and meet with folks that are coming into town to make 

sure that their signage is tasteful, to make sure it doesn’t violate the law. 

 I asked them not too long ago to give me a picture or a book of pictures on 
the façades, the buildings, and the signs that they’ve had an impact on.  I 

was expecting something about a half-inch thick; I got something six inches 
thick with about 50 or 60 different locations that they’ve had an impact on. 

 So slow but surely the Sign and Façade Committee is having a definite 

impact and we’re grateful for their services. 

 No town, no town, will ever be successful; no town will ever be able to 

boast that it’s amongst the best in the county without having the best 
emergency service agencies.  And Fort Lee has, second to none, the best 
emergency service agencies that municipalities have to offer. 

 Our Police Department, Fire Department, Ambulance and OEM are 
amongst the best that possibly can be provided to the public.  We take great 

pride here in government knowing that we provide them with the best 
resources that we can possibly provide them with because we know that the 
resources we devote to those agencies equate to the safety of the public here 

in Fort Lee. 

 We go through very creative methods of trying to get and devote resources: 
whether it’s the use of confiscated funds, whether it’s an aggressive grant 

writing, whether it’s fund-raising.  But whatever those means are, we do our 
best to make sure that these agencies are equipped with the best resources 

possible. 

 But it’s not just about the resources.  It’s about the manpower and the 
personnel that these agencies have.  We are so very proud here in Fort Lee to 

be able to boast the emergency service agencies that we have. 

 And again, as I say every year and as I will say this year, Fort Lee, go to 
bed at night that you are in a very, very safe community that’s protected by 

tireless, tireless individuals. 

 And God forbid -- God forbid if there ever comes a time that you need to 

dial that 9-1-1 call, always know that the people that are going to enter your 
home or your apartment or whatever it is that you’re in Fort Lee, are the best 
of the best and we’re very, very proud of that. 

 We continue to refurbish all of our parks here in Fort Lee.  We don’t attack 
them all in the same year.  It would be too much of a burden on our budget.  

But as you go through town you’ll start to see these parks go through a 
metamorphosis.   

 Inwood’s going to get a new shelter this year.  We’re thinking about new 

bathrooms and a new pool down at the recreation center.  There are all sorts 
of things that are happening over the course of a year because it’s important 
that we keep these parks in the best condition that they can possibly be. 

 We’re bringing ice skating back to Fort Lee.  We keep checking the 
thermometer.  We’re hopeful that the ice skating rink, which is off of Hudson 

Terrace in the PIP Park, will garner some attention.  

 Again, I’m just announcing publicly, if you have ice skated or if you know 
how to ice skate, if you want to learn how to ice skate, soon we’ll have our 

own rink.  That was the tradition here in Fort Lee for about 30 years.  It 
hasn’t been around for the last 30 or 40 and we’re hoping that we’re going to 

be able to revisit it. 

 A few words on activities and quality of life in Fort Lee.  2014, just like all 
the other years that proceeded, in Fort Lee there’s a pretty good chance that 

you can wake up at 7 in the morning and go to bed at 12 o’clock at night and 
do something every single second of the day in between here in Fort Lee. 
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 We have an incredible community center that’s open 13, 14 hours a day, 

filled with activities.  Go on our website, which by the way was ranked one of 
the best in the State of New Jersey, and take a look at everything that that 
community center has to offer. 

 In addition, we have Film Commissions, Historic Commissions, our weekly 
concerts, Movie Under the Stars, our annual sidewalk sale.  We had a 
Holiday Tree Lighting in Fort Lee that garnered almost 4,500 people.   

The gentleman that I started that with several years ago is in the audience. 
Mark, ‘member it was 50 people and a little tree?  It’s now 4,500 people. 

 The point that I’m making is we’re a community and we’re together.  And 
you know what, we don’t do everything perfect.  I don’t.  I don’t profess to do 
everything right.  Nor does Michael or Ila, Joe, Peter, Harvey or Armand.  We 

don’t think we’re perfect; we know we’re not.  But it’s important that we 
remain open-minded and when we do things together we truly, truly achieve 

greatness. 

 Which brings me to the next and just about the second to final category 
and that’s volunteerism. 

 Here in Fort Lee we are nothing -- when I tell you nothing, we are nothing 
if we do not have our volunteers.  I mean youth sports in Fort Lee, as 
Councilman Sargenti will tell you, is as vibrant, is as populated, and is as 

successful today as it’s ever been in the history of this Borough. 

 We’re grateful to the coaches, the administrators, the folks working the 

snack bar.  Youth sports is nothing without them.  Youth sports is critical to 
the safety and the vibrancy of our community because it allows our youth to 
do things productively, as opposed to idle time. 

 To the folks on our boards that volunteer, from our Planning to our Zoning 
Boards, from Library to Environmental, from the BID to the Sign Committee, 
from Historic to Film, from Parking to Housing, and everybody in between, 

we’re grateful to you for your contributions.  We’re grateful to you for your 
love of Fort Lee and your desire to give back.  It’s a very, very important part 

of the success of Fort Lee.  

 It’s no surprise that Fort Lee was recently named one of the best 
communities to retire to in the entire country.  One of the best communities 

to retire to in the entire country.  And a lot of that’s based on the senior 
citizen center that we have, the senior citizen facilities that we have, the 

resources that we devote to it, and the personnel that run that operation. 

 We’ve also been named one of the best places for young professionals to 
reside.  Now think about it, you’ve achieved an award for the oldest part of 

our population, you’ve received a award for the younger portion of our 
population, and we deal with and also accommodate everybody in between. 

 Fort Lee is on the verge of getting back to where it once was, a great, 

phenomenal community; the gateway to the entire State of New Jersey. 

 There’s finally a synergy with the school system.  We’ve just had a bond 

referendum that’s been approved and we’re hopeful that there’s going to be 
new schools in the very, very near future. 

 So think about it, we’re rebuilding our infrastructure in town, we’re 

stabilizing our taxes, and we’re going to introduce essentially an incredible 
public school system that finally has the resources for the incredible teachers 

that we have here in town to teach and educate our children.  We are going to 
achieve greatness and we’re very, very excited about it. 

 All of this costs money.  None of it comes for free.  The volunteers could do 

as much as they can but at the end of the day, it’s the taxpayers that support 
this.  So it’s important to know and to reconfirm for the taxpayers that we 
will continue to go through very aggressive bond debt reduction programs. 
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 When we first became Mayor -- when I first became Mayor, this 

administration started, our bond debt was pushing in the low eighties of 
millions of dollars.  Right now we’re in the low sixties because of our 
aggressive repayment initiative.  We continue to look to alternate funding 

sources, grant procurement, we streamline departments, we consolidate 
positions. 

 And I will say this and it’s dangerous but I am hopeful, hopeful that 2015 

will see for the first time in, I don’t know, 20 or 25 years a zero or something 
very close to a zero tax increase on the government side of your tax bill.  We 

are working very, very hard to achieve that.  I know it puts a lot of pressure 
on government when I say things like this publicly but it’s our challenge.   

 So if we don’t get there, we’re gonna be very close but we are trying to 

achieve that headline as best as we can.  There are many reasons for it.  
Because of attrition with jobs, because of Redevelopment 5 coming online, 

and because of some of the other cost-saving measures and some of the 
income producing initiatives such as our ambulance co-pay program that is 
still also alive and well. 

 Hold on, Fort Lee, we’re not done, 2005 (sic), as I said is going to see a 
new Main Street.  It’s gonna see at least the start of our parking complex, 
continued refurbishment of our parks. 

 We asked for your patience seven years ago.  You gave us not only your 
patience, you gave us your confidence.  And with that confidence we are 

working as hard as we possibly can to make sure that Fort Lee progresses to 
where it needs to be and in my mind the best community in the State of New 
Jersey. 

 I also want to take this chance to extend my deepest, deepest gratitude 
and thanks to the Borough Council.  Because if I do not have the support of 
Peter, of Armand, of Harvey, of Joe, Ila and Michael, if we are all on different 

pages, none of this achieved.  That’s when you get into those eight hour 
public meetings and at the end of them nothing’s ever been accomplished. 

 Our meetings are professional, they’re civil, we debate everything; but at 
the end of the day we collectively reach a decision that’s in the best interest 
of our community.  And I am eternally grateful to each of them for allowing 

this Administration to be as successful as it has been.  

 We welcomed, the Board, in 2014 a new Borough Administrator.  Al’s done 

a phenomenal, phenomenal job here in Fort Lee.  Another gentleman that’s 
instantly become -- (Applause.) 

 With the retirement of Peggy Thomas, again big shoes to fill.  And we went 

through a search and we got a good guy.  And, Fort Lee, I will tell you we 
have a good man that’s at the helm of our day to day operation in Al 
Restaino. 

 I’ve already extended my thoughts and my thanks to Kay Nest, our 
Chairman Emeritus; to Joseph Cervieri, our Chairman, who’s also done a 

phenomenal job and stepped into some pretty big shoes in all of their efforts; 
and to the entire County Committee. 

 For those of you that have been sworn in, the candidates this evening, to 

Armand, then Michael, again thank you and congratulations.  

 To Peter, the Korean-American Assoc-- Korean-Americans here in Fort Lee 

are a large part of our demographic and we are so ever grateful that you are 
part of this governing body because it allows government an opportunity to 
have direct access so that we can better represent everybody here in the 

Borough of Fort Lee. 

 I for one will tell you that there was a slight period of time where there was 
a little detachment and I assume full responsibility for that because I can’t  
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attend to everything all the time.  But with you here I know that that gap is 
now going to be closed.   

So I thank you in advance for your efforts in that regard. 

Lastly, Neil, again, thank you for your service here to the Borough of Fort 
Lee.  We love you dearly, and Evelyn, welcome aboard. 

 And to the entire Borough of Fort Lee, God bless you, thank you for 

allowing me to do what I do.  I’ve never -- I can’t begin to tell you what a great 
privilege it is to be able to lead you as your Mayor.  It’s something that I still 

to this day, on the tail-end of my seventh year, I wake up in the morning, I 
look at the mirror and I still cannot believe that I’m the Mayor.  Because it’s 
just such an incredible privilege to me and I will never ever take this seat for 

granted. 

God bless Fort Lee and thank you for your time.” 

 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
 
1-B “RESOLUTION GRANTING ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 

APPOINTMENT OF MS. ANGELA NAPOLITANO AS TAX COLLECTOR FOR 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE FOR A FOUR (4) YEAR TERM COMMENCING  

JANUARY 1, 2015 WITH TERM ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2018” 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:9-141 requires that each municipality appoint a 

certified Municipal Tax Collector; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:9-142 provides that every Municipal Tax 

Collector shall hold office for a term of four (4) years from the “first day of 
January next following his appointment”; and 

 
WHEREAS, Angela Napolitano is a certified Municipal Tax Collector with 

the requisite experience in municipal tax collection matters; and  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee 

does hereby advise and consent to the appointment by the Governing Body of 
Ms. Angela Napolitano as Tax Collector effective January 1, 2015 with a term 

expiring midnight December 31, 2018, commensurate at a salary of $90,000.  

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, the 
following Resolution: 

 

R1-C “A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF A CHIEF FINANCIAL 

OFFICER”  
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the services of a 

licensed accountant to serve as chief financial officer for the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough desire to employ and 

enter into a contract with Joseph Rutch to serve as the Borough’s Chief 
Financial Officer, commencing on January 1, 2015, continuing at will until not 

later than December 31, 2015; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Joseph Rutch possesses the requisite expertise required to 
serve as the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract appointing Joseph Rutch to serve as 

the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer during 2015 is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 
 
 

1. That Joseph Rutch is hereby appointed to serve as the Borough’s 
Chief Financial Officer, effective January 1, 2015, at a salary of $14,000.00 per 
annum, without additional benefits/insurances paid to other Borough 

employees. 
 

2. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute on behalf of the 
Borough a contract with Joseph Rutch to serve as the Borough’s Chief Financial 
Officer, to carry out the purposes of this Resolution, in a form and content 

approved by the Borough Attorney. 
 

3. A copy of this Resolution along with the salary ordinance of the 

Borough of Fort Lee shall be forwarded to the Department of Community Affairs, 
Division of Local Government Services and maintained for public inspection in 

the office of the Borough Clerk. 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

  
   

REORGANIZATION 

 
1-1 – Seating Arrangement and Order of Voting 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Suh seconded, the 
following Resolution: 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee that 
the seating arrangement and order of voting of the Borough Council for the 

year 2015 shall be as follows: 
 

 Council Members:  Armand Pohan 
                         Harvey Sohmer 
       Peter Suh 

       Michael Sargenti 
       Ila Kasofsky 
       Joseph Cervieri, Jr. 

 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously 
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1-2 – Appointment of Borough Attorney 

 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the firm DeCotiis, 
Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Borough Attorney, for the year 2015; and 

 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution:  

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 

professional services of an attorney for the year 2015 to serve as Borough 
Attorney; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 
certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 

printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 

process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, J.S. Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & 

Cole, LLP possess the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to 

provide professional legal services required by the Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that J.S Lee 
Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP legal services will be 
the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen and the firm 
of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Borough Attorney, for the year 
2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration Certificate 

and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to entering into 

a contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to J.S Lee Cohen and 

the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the provision of professional 
legal services is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 
this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said attorney be and is hereby appointed as Borough 

Attorney for the year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 
Attorney for the year 2015 shall be claimed, approved and paid in the manner 
set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18, as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement  
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to be entered into between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti,  
       Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 
1-3 – Time and Place of Meetings for 2015 

 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee as 
follows: 

 
 1. The schedule listed below of regular meetings of this public body is 

hereby adopted for the year 2015. 
 
 2. A copy of the schedule shall be: 

  
(a) Posted and maintained through the year on the bulletin board at the following 
location: 

 
 

Memorial Municipal Building 
309 Main Street 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 
   (b) Mailed at no cost to the following newspapers: 

            The Record, Jersey Journal, as well as  
             Time Warner Cable  
 

   (c) Filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk 
 
   (d) Mailed to those who have requested same and have prepaid the sum of 

$10.00 fixed to cover the cost of providing such notice. 
 

   (e) Official action may be taken 
  

R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

 January 1, 2015 – 12:00 Noon  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS            REGULAR MEETINGS 
1st & 3rd Thursday               2nd Thursday 
Scheduled at 7:00 p.m.                   Scheduled at 8:00 p.m. 

Mayor's Conference Room #201            Council Chambers 
 
January   {a)8 – 22 (b)                        January    (c)15  

February     5 - 19                            February     12  
March         5 - 19                            March         12  

April         2 - 16                            April          9   
May           7 - 21                            May           14  
June          4 - 18                            June          11  

July       {d}9                                 July       (e)16  
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August        13(f)                         August     {g)20  
September   3 - 17                            September  10   
October       1 - 15                            October       8  

November     5                                 November  12     
December {h}10                                 December  {i}17       
                                           

There will be no meetings on the following Thursdays: 
 

January 29th - February 26th - March 26th, - April 23rd,  30th – May 28th - 
June 25th - July 2nd, 23rd, 30th - August 6th, 27th – September 24th - 
October 22nd, 29th - November 19th, 26th - December 3rd, 24th, 31st 

 
NOTES 

 
a. January 8th Executive Session will be held on the second                                                         

Thursday of the Month and begin at 6:00 p.m. 

 
b. January 15th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  
    Thursday of the Month and begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 
c. January 22nd Executive Session will be held on the fourth 

    Thursday of the Months and begin at 7:00 p.m. 
 
d. July 9th Executive Session Meeting will be held on the second Thursday 

of the month.  
 
e. July 16th Regular Meeting will be held on the third Thursday of the 

month 
 

f. August 13th Executive Session Meeting will be held on the  
    second Thursday of the month 
 

g. August 20st Regular Meeting will be held on the third 
    Thursday of the month  

 
h. December 10th Executive Session will be held on the second 
    Thursday of the month 

 
i. December 17th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  
    Thursday of the month. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 
 
1-4 – Selection of Council President 

 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee that 

Council Member Harvey Sohmer be and is hereby appointed to the position of 
Council President for the year 2015. 
 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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1-5 – Liaison Assignments 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee that 

the following be and the same are hereby designated as liaisons of the following 
committees of the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2015: 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee that 
the following be and the same are hereby designated as liaisons of the following 

committees of the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2015: 
 

Ambulance...........................................................Michael Sargenti 
Advisory Committee for Individuals w/Disabilities ..Harvey Sohmer  
Board of Education......................................................... Peter Suh 

Buildings and Construction....................................Joseph Cervieri 
Buildings and Grounds...........................................Joseph Cervieri 
Communications.....................................................Harvey Sohmer  

Emergency Management.......................................Michael Sargenti 
Environmental & Beautification Committee..................Ila Kasofsky 

Film Commission.....................................................Armand Pohan 
Finance............................................... Armand Pohan & Peter Suh 
Fire...........................................Michael Sargenti & Harvey Sohmer 

Health..........................................................................Ila Kasofsky 
Historic Preservation Commission............................Harvey Sohmer 
Housing Authority...................................................Joseph Cervieri 

Library........................................................................ Ila Kasofsky 
Local Assistance..........................................................Ila Kasoksky 

Municipal Court.................................. Armand Pohan & Peter Suh 
Parking Authority.......................Michael Sargenti& Harvey Sohmer 
Parks/Recreation.................................Harvey Sohmer & Peter Suh 

Planning Board........................................................Armand Pohan  
Police........................................Armand Pohan & Michael Sargenti 

Public Works...........................................................Harvey Sohmer  
    (Sewers-Sanitation-Roads-Engineering-General Services) 
Rent Leveling...................................................................Peter Suh  

Senior Citizens.......................................................Joseph Cervieri 
Street Lights................................................................Ila Kasofsky 
 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 

 
2-1 – Introduction of Temporary Budget 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-19 provides that where contracts, commitments, 

or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of the 2015 Municipal 

Budget, temporary appropriations should be made for the purposes and 
amounts required in the manner and time therein provided; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the date of this Resolution is written the first thirty (30) days 
of January 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations are limited to 26.25% of the 

total appropriations in the 2014 Municipal Budget, exclusive of any  
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appropriations made for Debt Service, Capital Improvement Fund and 

Public Assistance in said 2014 Municipal Budget, 
 
WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations total $16,273,878.00, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the following temporary appropriations be made and 

that a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial 
Officer for the Borough records: 
 

General Government   Salaries & Wages Other Expenses 

Mayor & Council       $17,500.00      $2,000.00 
Borough Clerk    $35,250.00      $4,500.00 

Administration    $40,000.00      $8,000.00 
Purchasing        $21,500.00      $2,000.00 
Personnel & Data Processing     $30,000.00      $5,000.00 

Collection of Taxes   $45,000.00      $5,000.00 
Legal Services & Costs            $0.00    $55,000.00 
Municipal Court             $0.00    $12,000.00 

Engineering Services & Costs     $25,000.00      $5,000.00 
Public Buildings & Grounds    $75,000.00    $18,000.00 

Planning Board             $0.00      $1,000.00 
Board of Adjustment            $0.00      $1,000.00 
Senior Citizens Special Services          $0.00      $5,000.00 

Rent Leveling Board   $12,000.00         $500.00 
Insurance: Other                $0.00  $700,000.00 

Insurance: Group             $0.00  $961,213.00 
Elections              $0.00      $1,500.00 
Financial Administration           $0.00    $10,000.00 

Assessment of Taxes   $45,000.00               $5,000.00 
Municipal Court            $99,000.00    $14,000.00 
Economic Development      $25,000.00    $50,000.00 

 
 

Public Safety    Salaries & Wages Other Expenses 
Fire Prevention       $75,000.00      $ 5,000.00 
Fire Protection       $30,000.00     $40,000.00 

Aid to Volunteer Fire Company          $0.00             $0.00 
Department of Communications  100,000.00      $ 5,000.00 

Police               $9,367,798.00  $ 100,000.00 
Ambulance Corps           $4,000.00     $11,000.00 
E M T          $16,000.00          $500.00 

Construction Code Official      $60,000.00       $4,000.00 
Emergency Management   $10,000.00       $2,000.00 
Communications-Repairs   $25,000.00       $8,000.00 

 
 

Public Works 
Streets & Roads           $250,000.00     $15,000.00 
Street Lighting        $0.00     $50,000.00 

Garbage & Trash Removal   $0.00        $1,033,944.00 
Sewers      $45,000.00       $4,000.00 
Bergen County Utility O/C            $0.00  $700,000.00 

Auto Repair                       $0.00     $30,000.00 
Prior Year Bills             $0.00     $0.00 

Board of Health             $85,000.00     $10,000.00 
Recreation              $75,000.00     $10,000.00 
Administration of Human Services    $15,000.00       $1,000.00 

General Services             $65,000.00       $3,500.00 
Parks               $95,000.00       $4,000.00 
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Maintenance of Free Public Lib.          $0.00   $550,000.00 

Celebration of Public Events           $0.00     $10,000.00 
Senior Citizens            $10,000.00       $5,000.00 
Elevator Inspections           $10,000.00              $0.00 

Senior Citizens Special Services         $0.00     $50,000.00 
Fort Lee Community Center          $10,000.00     $10,000.00 
 

Utilities 
Gasoline             $0.00     $40,000.00 

Fuel Oil             $0.00       $5,000.00 
Electricity             $0.00     $85,000.00 
Water              $0.00     $10,000.00 

Telephone             $0.00     $50,000.00 
Fire Hydrant            $0.00     $40,000.00 

 
Contributions to: 
Public Employees Retirement System       $0.00     $40,000.00 

F I C A            $0.00   $250,000.00 
Consolidated Police & Fireman’s 
 Pension            $0.00     $20,457.00 

Police & Fireman’s Retirement System     $0.00   $517,530.00 
 

TOTALS:     $10,818,048.00         $5,585,644.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL:           $16,403,692.00 

 
Debt Service 
Payment of Bond Principal     $5,000,000.00 

Payment of Bond Interest     $1,875,000.00 
Payment of Interest on Notes        $558,921.00 

Green Trust Principal & Interest         $31,100.00 
Bergen county Improvement Authority Payment       $71,671.00 
New Jersey Economic Development Authority       $10,000.00 

 
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE:      

 $7,546,692.00 
 
Capital Improvements 

Capital Improvement Fund          $50,000.00 
 
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
Cervieri 

 

 
 

3-1 – Borough Auditor 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Steve Wielkotz, of the firm of Ferraioli, 

Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as Borough Auditor.  
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 
services of a registered municipal accountant for 2015; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from  
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certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the 

appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 

process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, Steve Wielkotz and the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo 
& Cuva possess the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 
professional accounting services required by the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steve 

Wielkotz, of the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva registered 

municipal accounting services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steve Wielkotz and the firm 

of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as the borough’s registered 

municipal accountant, for the year 2015; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration Certificate 

and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to entering into 
a contract; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without  

 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be available for 

public inspection; and 
 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Steve Wielkotz 

and the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva  for the provision of 
professional accounting services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that said registered municipal accountant be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Auditor for the year 2015 shall be claimed, approved and paid in the manner 
set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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3-2 – Borough Engineer 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering to serve as 
Borough Engineer. 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 

professional services of an engineer for the year 2015 to serve as Borough 

Engineer; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 
certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 
printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 
Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 
process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Stephen Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave  possess 
the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 

engineering services required by the Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Stephen 

Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave’s engineering services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Stephen Boswell and the firm 

of Boswell McClave Engineering to serve as Borough Engineer, for the year 

2015; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration Certificate 

and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to entering into 
a contract; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Stephen Boswell 
and the firm of Boswell McClave, for the provision of professional engineering 
services is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said engineer be and is hereby appointed as Borough 
Engineer for the year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Engineer for the year 2015 shall be claimed, approved and paid in the manner 

set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement 



Reorganization Meeting      January 1, 2015 
                    Page #20 

 
 to be entered into between the parties; and that the Chief Financial 

Officer has certified that funds are available; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days after passage hereof. 
 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 

 
3-3 – Borough Prosecutors 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Arthur Balsamo and Raffi Khorozian to 
serve as Borough Prosecutors. 

 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 

services of a Borough Prosecutor for the year 2015 to provide legal services 

which are necessary for the operation of the Municipal Court of said Borough; 
and 

 
 WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 
appropriations to compensate said attorneys; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11 et seq.) 
requires that the resolution authorizing the award of  

contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids must be publicly 
advertised, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that Arthur Balsamo and Raffi Khorozian, be and are 

hereby appointed as Borough Prosecutors for the year 2015; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without public 
bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts Law by virtue of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically exempts such contracts from the 

requirements of public bidding; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for the Borough 

Prosecutors shall be $25,000.00 paid through the Borough payroll for 2015 
with no other compensation; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of this resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) days 

after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

3-4A – Public Defender 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Kevin Corriston to serve as Public 

Defender. 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
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 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 
professional services of a Public Defender for the year 2015 to provide general 
legal representation for the Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget to compensate said 
Public Defender; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 

any requirement of public advertising for bids provided a notice of the 
appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
municipality,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
1. Kevin Corriston be and is hereby appointed as Public Defender for 

the year 2015 without public advertisement for bids. 
 
2. Compensation for said Public Defender shall be $25,000.00 through 

the Borough payroll for 2015 with no other compensation. 
 

3. The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this resolution to 
be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

3-4B – Assistant Public Defender  
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Gloria Oh to serve as Assistant Public 
Defender. 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 
professional services of a Public Defender for the year 2015 to provide general 

legal representation for the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have deemed it necessary to have an 

Assistant Public Defender to be used in 2015 on a case-by-case basis: 
 

 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget to compensate said 
Public Defender; and 
 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from any 
requirement of public advertisement for bids provided a notice of appointment is 

printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
 1.  Gloria Oh be and is hereby appointed as Assistant Public Defender 

for the year 2015 without public advertisement for bids, 
 

 2.  Compensation for said Public Defender shall be $75.00 per case for 
2015 with no other compensation.  
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 3.  The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this resolution to 
be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

3-5A – Bond Counsel 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of McManimon, Scotland & 
Baumann, LLC to serve as Bond Counsel. 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage bond 

counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding matters for 2015; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 
certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 

printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 
Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 

process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC, possess the 

requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 
bonding services required by the Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the law firm 
of McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC bond counsel services will be the 

most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 

 1. McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC, Livingston Avenue, 
Roseland, New Jersey 07068, is also hereby retained as Bond Counsel to 
represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to McManimon, 

Scotland & Baumann, LLC for the provision of professional bond counsel 
services is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 
contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby  
appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” 

process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond Counsel 

for the year 2015 shall be claimed, approved and paid in the manner set forth in 
NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be 

entered into between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available; and 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 
of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 

(10) days after passage hereof. 
  

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-5B – Bond Counsel 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & 

Cole, LLP, to serve as Bond Counsel. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 

the following Resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage bond 

counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding matters for 2015; and 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 
certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 
printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 
Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 
process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, possess the requisite 
expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional bonding services 

required by the Borough; and  
 

 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the law firm 
of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP bond counsel services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered, 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 
 1. DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, 500 Frank W. Burr, Boulevard, 

Fifth Floor, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666, is also hereby retained as Bond 
Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration Certificate 
and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to entering into 
a contract, 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to DeCotiis, 
Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the provision of professional bond counsel services 
is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 

necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby appointed as 
Bond Counsel for the year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond Counsel 

for the year 2015 shall be claimed, approved and paid in the manner set forth in 

NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be 
entered into between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 

 
3-5C – Bond Counsel 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of John G. Hudak, Esq., LLC to 
serve as Bond Counsel. 

 
Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage bond 

counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding matters for 2015; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 

certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 
printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 

process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, John G. Hudak, Esq., LLC possess the requisite expertise 
and skilled personnel required to provide professional bonding services required 
by the Borough; and  
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 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the law firm 
of John G. Hudak, Esq., LLC bond counsel services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 
 1. John G. Hudak, Esq., LLC 812 North Wood Avenue, Suite 304, Linden, 

New Jersey 07036, is also hereby retained as Bond Counsel to represent the 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to 

entering into a contract, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to John Hudak, for 
the provision of professional bond counsel services is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby appointed as 
Bond Counsel for the year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond Counsel 

for the year 2015 shall be claimed, approved and paid in the manner set forth in 
NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be 
entered into between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available; and 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 
of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days after passage hereof. 

 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 

 
3-5D – Bond Counsel 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of Kraft & Capizzi Attorneys at 

Law, to serve as Bond Counsel. 

 
Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 

the following Resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage bond 

counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding matters for 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 

certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 
printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 
Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 
process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the law firm of Kraft & Capizzi possess the requisite expertise 
and skilled personnel required to provide professional bonding services required 

by the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the law firm 

of Kraft & Capizzi bond counsel services will be the most advantageous to the 
Borough, all relevant factors considered, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 
 1. Kraft & Capizzi, 505 Thornall Street, Suite 206, Edison, New Jersey 
08837, is also hereby retained as Bond Counsel to represent the Borough of 

Fort Lee; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to 
entering into a contract, 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to John L. Kraft, for 
the provision of professional bond counsel services is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby appointed as 
Bond Counsel for the year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond Counsel 

for the year 2015 shall be claimed, approved and paid in the manner set forth in 

NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be 
entered into between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days after passage hereof. 

 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 

 
3-6 – Special Tax Counsel 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Steven Muhlstock to serve as Special Tax 
Counsel. 

 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
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WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 
professional services of a Special Tax Counsel for the year 2015 to serve as 
Special Tax Counsel; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 

certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 

printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 

process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, Steven Muhlstock of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock, 

Chewcaskie, LLP, possess the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required 
to provide professional special tax counsel legal services required by the 

Borough; and  
 
WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steven 

Muhlstock of the firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock, Chewcaskie, LLP, special tax 
counsel services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant 
factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steven Muhlstock of the firm 

of Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP to serve as Special Tax 
Council, for the year 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration Certificate 
and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to entering into 

a contract; and 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Steven Muhlstock 
of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP   for the provision of 

professional special tax counsel legal services is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Special Tax Counsel is hereby appointed for the 
year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Special Tax 
Counsel for the year 2015 shall be claimed, approved and paid in the manner 
set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement 

to be entered into between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 

(10) days after passage hereof. 
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The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

3-7 – Labor Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated J.S. Lee Cohen of the law firm of DeCotiis, 

Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Labor Negotiations Attorney. 
 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri seconded, 
the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 
professional services of a labor negotiator for the year 2015 to serve as Labor 

Attorney; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 

certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 
printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006 and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 

process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, J.S. Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & 
Cole, LLP, possess the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to 
provide professional legal services required by the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the  firm of 

DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, Teaneck and Trenton, New Jersey legal 
services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 
considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen of the firm of 

DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Labor Attorney for the year 

2015; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration Certificate 
and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to entering into 
a contract, 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to J.S Lee Cohen and 
the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the 
provision of professional legal services is in the best interests 

of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the 
efficient operation of the Borough; 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Labor Attorney be and is hereby appointed for 

the year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Labor  Attorney 
for the year 2015 shall be claimed, approved and paid in the manner set forth in 
NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be 

entered into between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 
of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 

(10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 

3-8 – Municipal Court - Police Department Accountant 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Michael Condosta to serve as an 

Accountant for the Municipal Court and Police Department. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution:  
 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 
professional services of an accountant to reconcile the books for the Municipal 
Court, Police Department and Office of Economic Development for the year 

2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 

certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 
printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 
Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 

process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, Michael Condosta possess the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide professional accounting services required by the 
Borough; and  
  

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Michael 
Condosta, CPA, accounting services will be the most advantageous to the 

Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Michael Condosta to serve as 

the Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police Department and Office of 
Economic Development for the year 2015; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 
Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
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 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Michael Condosta, 
for the provision of professional accounting services is in the best interests of 
the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the 

efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Accountant be and is hereby appointed for the 
year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation shall be at $100.00 per 
hour for said accounting services for the year 2015  for the Municipal Court not 

to exceed $6,840.00 annually and for the Police Department not to exceed 
$8,550.00 annually, approved and paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-

18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into 
between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds 
are available; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 

(10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

3-9 - Municipal Court Judge 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Matthew Fierro to serve as a Municipal 

Court Judge. 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has appointed a second municipal 
judge with approval by the assignment judge of the Superior Court of New 

Jersey, Bergen County, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that Matthew Fierro, is hereby re-appointed as a Municipal 
Court Judge for a term of three (3) years effective immediately with a termination 
date of December 31, 2017; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall become effective 

upon approval by the Bergen County Assignment Judge in accord with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 2B:12-5; and 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the salary for said appointment for the 
year 2015 shall be $75,833.00. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 
 
 

3-10 – Rent Leveling Board Attorney 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Carolyn Kristal to serve as Rent Leveling 
Attorney. 
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 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain the services of a licensed attorney 
to serve as the Borough’s Rent Leveling Board Attorney and provide professional 
legal services to the Rent Leveling Board during 2015; and 

 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 

shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 
services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 

a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Board is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Board may determine to be 

necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for Qualifications on 

November 27, 2013, soliciting proposals for the performance of legal consulting 
services as the Borough’s Rent Leveling Board Attorney during 2015, and 

received proposals on December 18, 2013; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board wishes to retain the services of Carolyn Kristal to 

perform professional legal services as counsel to the Rent Leveling Board during 
2015; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Carolyn Kristal, Esq. (“Kristal”) possesses the requisite 
expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional legal services 

required by the Rent Leveling Board; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of authorizing the award of a contract 

to Kristal for professional legal services Borough’s Rent Leveling Board Attorney 
during 2015 in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional legal services to be performed by 
Kristal is awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the 

New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that funds are available for this 

purpose, and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract by the Borough to Kristal for the 
provision of professional legal services is in the best interests of the Borough 
and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of 

the Borough and the Rent Leveling Board; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

 1. That Kristal shall be and is hereby appointed to serve as counsel to 
the Rent Leveling Board and perform such professional legal services during 2015. 
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 2. That Kristal is specifically placed on notice that it will be required to 
comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 

 3. That a notice of the award of a contract to Kristal shall be published 
in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 

 4. That the Borough Clerk is authorized and directed, in accordance 
with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to cause this Resolution for the 

award of the contract to be filed and available for inspection at the offices of the 
Clerk. 
 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

  The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

3-11 – Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated William Katchen to serve as Building 

Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant. 
 

 Councilman Sargenti introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 
professional services of an accountant to reconcile the books for the Building 
Department and Fire Prevention Bureau for the year 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 

certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 
printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 

process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, William Katchen possess the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional accounting services required by the 
Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that William 

Katchen, accounting services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated William Katchen to serve as 
the Accountant for the Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau for the 
year 2015; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to William Katchen 
for the provision of professional accounting services is in the best interests of 

the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the 
efficient operation of the Borough, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that said Accountant be and is hereby appointed for the 

year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said accounting 
services for the year 2015 shall be at a fee not to exceed $12,825.00 annually 
at a rate of $100.00 per hour, approved and paid in the manner set forth in 

NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be 
entered into between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days after passage hereof. 

  

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

3-12 – Insurance Risk Manager 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 
professional services of a Risk Management Consultant for the year 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 

certain requirements of public bidding provided a  

 
 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation 

within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 

process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, David J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc. possess the 

requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional risk 
management services required by the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that David J. 

Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc, risk management consulting services will be 

the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
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 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated David J. Vozza of the Vozza 
Agency, Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Risk Management Consultant for the 
year 2015; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration Certificate 
and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to entering into 

a contract, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to David J. Vozza of 

the Vozza Agency, Inc., for the provision of risk management services is in the 
best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 
necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that said Risk Management Consulting Services be and 

is hereby appointed for the year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the bylaws for the Municipal Excess 

Liability Joint Insurance Fund and the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance 

Fund indicate a minimum fee equal to six percent (6%)of the municipal 
assessment which expenditure represents reasonable compensation for the 
services required and is included in the assessment for these funds; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Risk 

Management Consulting Services for the year 2015 shall be paid in the 
manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-13 – Health Benefits Consulting Services  

 
Councilman Suh offered a motion to TABLE Resolution No. 3-13, 

seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the following Resolution was TABLED: 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 

professional services of a Health Benefits Consultant for the year 2015; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 

certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 
printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 
process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Brown and Brown Metro, Inc., possess the requisite 
expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional risk 
management services required by the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Brown and 

Brown Metro, Inc, health benefits consulting services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Brown and Brown Metro, 
Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Health Benefits Consultant for the year 2015; 

and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration Certificate 

and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to entering into 
a contract, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Brown and Brown 

Metro, Inc., for the provision of health benefits consulting services is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 
the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Health Benefits Consulting Services be and is 
hereby appointed for the year 2014 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Health Benefits 
Consulting Services for the year 2014 shall be paid in the manner set forth in 

NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be 
entered into between the parties; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 
of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days after passage hereof. 

 
 The Resolution was tabled unanimously. 

 
 
 

4-1A – Designation of Depositories 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to designate a 
depository or depositories for it monies; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort Lee 
recommended that the following banks be named as depositories: 

 
      Bank of America, Fort Lee, NJ 

TD Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

 1st Constitution Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
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 State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund 

 PNC Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
      Connectone, Englewood Cliffs, NJ 
     Noah Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

      Wilshire State Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
      Wells Fargo, Fort Lee, NJ 
      Mariner’s Bank, Edgewater, NJ 

      
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named banks are hereby designated as 
depositories for the Current, Trust, Capital and Welfare sections of the accounts 

of the Borough of Fort Lee for 2015. 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 
 
 1.  The custodian of said funds or accounts shall be the Borough 

Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 
 
 2.  All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by checks signed 

by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort Lee or such other officials as 
the governing body may designate. 

 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
4-1B – Designation of Depository 

 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that only the people are eligible should vote on the 

following matter:  
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Suh seconded, the 

following Resolution:  
 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to designate a 
depository for its monies; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort Lee 
recommended that the following bank be named as a depository: 
 

     Bank of New Jersey, Fort Lee, NJ. 
      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named bank is hereby designated as a 
depository for the Borough of Fort Lee for 2015. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 

  
 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the Borough 
Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 

 
2. All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by checks signed 

by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort Lee or such other officials as 

the governing body may designate. 
 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Cervieri 
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4-2 – Designation of Tax Receiving Agency 
 

 Councilman Sargenti introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-122.3 became effective February 8, 1980, allowing 
municipalities to designate a bank or trust company to receive current tax 

payments, current water and sewer rents, as  
well as other public monies under the supervision of the tax collector. 
 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
recommended that PNC Bank, Fort Lee, New Jersey be designated as the 

“Official Tax Receiving Agency” of the municipality; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government Services 

must give his approval for the authorization of awarding of this contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that PNC Bank, Fort Lee, New Jersey be named the 
Official Tax Receiving Agency of the Borough of Fort Lee for 2015; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney is hereby directed 
to prepare said contract, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to 

execute the contract for the “Official Tax Receiving Agency”.  
 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 

4-3 – Designation of Newspapers 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee that 
pursuant to NJSA 40:53-1, the following newspapers are  
 

 
hereby designated as official advertisements and notices required by law to be 
published by the Borough of Fort Lee: 

 
The Record 

Jersey Journal 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 
 

5-1 – Planning Board – Class III 

 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution:  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Ordinance 261-1 of the codified ordinances of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, provides that the Borough Council shall designate and 
appoint a member of the Borough Planning Board, pursuant to such ordinance 
and to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and provided; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment deem it to be in the 
best interest of the Borough that such appointment be made, 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Armand Pohan 
be and is hereby designated and appointed by the Borough Council and as the 
Borough Council Member of the Borough Planning Board pursuant to 

Borough Ord. 261-1 et seq. of the codified ordinances  
of the Borough of Fort Lee and pursuant to New Jersey Statues in such cases 

made and provided, the term of such appointment to be for the period of one 
year in accordance with the foregoing ordinance and statutes. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 

 
5-2 – Multiple Dwelling Commission 
 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 321-3 requires the appointment of a 
Council Appointee to act as chairman of the Fort Lee Multiple Dwelling 

Emergency Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the Borough to make such 

appointment, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Joseph 

Cervieri be and  is hereby appointed to the Fort Lee Multiple Dwelling 
Emergency Commission to act as Chairman thereof pursuant to Borough 

Ordinance, and in particular Ord. 321-3 of such appointment to be in 
accordance with such Ordinance for a period of one year. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 

 
MAYOR’S NOMINATIONS TO BOARDS 

 

6-1 – Board of Adjustment 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Doug Sugarman, Harry Liapes and George 

Makaroulakis serve as members of the Board of Adjustment for four (4) year 
terms expiring December 31, 2018. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated John Nitti to serve as a member of the 
Board of Adjustment for an unexpired term through December 31, 2015. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 

 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Jeffrey Silver to serve as alternate member 

#1 on the Board of Adjustment for an unexpired term through December 31, 
2015. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Donald Starace to serve as alternate 
member #2 on the Board of Adjustment for a two (2) year term expiring 
December 31, 2016. 

 
On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 

6-2 – Advisory Committee for Individuals With Disabilities 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Patricia Ciccone, Eileen Goff, Roy Lippin, 
Roberta Wailes and Dr. Sandra Pinkerton to serve as members of the Advisory 
Committee for Individuals With Disabilities for three (3) year terms expiring 

December 31, 2017. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 

 
6-3 – Environmental and Beautification Committee 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilwoman Kasofsky to serve as a 
member of the Environmental & Beautification Committee for a one (1) year 
term expiring December 31, 2015. 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Michael Kaplan, Stefany Koslow, Moe 
Marshall and Zelimin Sarwary to serve as members of the Environmental & 

Beautification Committee for three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 
2017. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 
6-4 – Board of Ethics 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Judith Silver to serve as a member of the 

Board of Ethics for five-year terms expiring December 31, 2019. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 

6-5 – Fort Lee Film Commission 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilman Pohan to serve as Council 

Liaison to the Fort Lee Film Commission for the year 2015. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
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Mayor Sokolich nominated Donna Brennan and Marc Perez to serve as 
members of the Fort Lee Film Commission for two (2) year terms expiring 
December 31, 2016. 

 
On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

6-6 – Board of Health 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Dr. Paul Friedman and Dr. Harris Levine to 

serve as members of the Board of Health for three (3) year terms expiring 
December 31, 2017. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 
 
6-7 - Historic Preservation Commission 

 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilman Harvey Sohmer to serve as 

Council Liaison for the Historic Site, Structure, Cultural, & Landmark 
Committee for a one (1) year term expiring December 31, 2015. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Kay Nest to serve as a member of the 

Historic Preservation Commission for a four year (4) year terms expiring 
December 31, 2018. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Kevin Cerragno to serve as an alternate 

member of the Historic Preservation Commission for a two year (2) year term 
expiring December 31, 2016. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

6-8 - Housing Authority 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Charles Blue and Alfred Spiro to serve as 

members of the Housing Authority for five (5) year terms expiring December 
31, 2019. 
          

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 
6-9 – Library Board of Trustees  

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated, Karen Sandberg and Susan Siegel to serve 

as members of the Library Board of Trustees for five (5) year terms expiring 

December 31, 2019.  
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh, the 

nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 

6-10 – Local Assistance Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Rev. Stephen Carey to serve as a member of 

the Local Assistance Board for a four (4) year term expiring December 31, 
2018. 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Rabbi Kenneth Stern to serve as a member 

of the Local Assistance Board for a one (1) year term expiring December 31, 
2015. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 

 
6-11 – Rent Leveling Board 

 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Charles Sobel and William Caruso to serve 
as members of the Rent Leveling Board for three (3) year  

terms expiring December 31, 2017. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 

 
6-12 – Senior Citizens’ Council 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Catherine (Kay)Nest to serve as Director of 
the Senior Citizens’ Council for a one (1) year term expiring December 31, 

2015. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated James Viola, Sr. to serve as members of the 
Senior Citizens’ Council for two (2) year terms expiring December 31, 2016. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

6-13 – Sign/Façade Review Committee 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Anthony Papavasiliou and Frank Patti to 

serve as members of the Sign/Façade Review Committee for two (2) year terms 
expiring December 31, 2016. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
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MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 

 

7-1 – Planning Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed the following to the Fort Lee Planning 

Board: 
 

Moe Marshall – Class II – One (1) Year Term Through December 31, 2015 
 
Janet Cooney – Class IV – Four (4) Year Term Through December 31, 2018 

                             
Neal J.Forshenr– Class IV – Four (4) Year Term Through December 31, 2018 

 
Cameron Keng – Class IV – Alternate #1 – Two (2) Year Term Through 
December 31, 2016  

                                     
Robert Ferris -Class IV Alternate #2 – One (1) Year Term Through December 
31, 2016                                          

 
 

7-2 – Housing Authority (5 Years) 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Judith Silver to serve as a member of the 

Housing Authority for a five (5) year term expiring December 31, 2019 
 

  

7-2 – Sign/Façade Review Committee 
 

Mayor Sokolich appointed Paul Leale as his representative  
to the Sign/Façade Review Committee for a one (1) year term expiring 
December 31, 2015. 

 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Taeik Kim as his designee to the 

Sign/Façade Review Committee for a one (1) year term expiring December 
31, 2015. 

 

 
RESOLUTIONS 

 

8-1 – Police Physicians 
 

 Councilman Suh introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, the 
following Resolution: 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee that 
the following are hereby appointed as Police Physicians for the year 2015. 

 
 Dr. Louis Angioletti  Dr. Richard Finizio 
 Dr. Raymond Darakjian  Dr. Gregory Pappas 

 Dr. Ahmed Fahmy   Dr. Kenneth Kutner 
 Dr. Robert Monahan  Dr. Barry Herstik 
 Dr. Mark Hagopian  Dr. Clemens Loew 

 Dr. Neil Kolsky   Dr. Kevin Basralian 
 Dr. George Azzariti  Dr. Gene Rosenberg 

 Dr. Michael Vincent  Dr. Patricia A. Farrell 
 Dr. Jerome Goldfischer  Dr. Joseph A. Holzapfel 
 Dr. Jeffrey Rappaport  Dr. Alfred D. Kulik 

 Dr. Michael Friedman      Dr. Samuel Suede   
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Dr. Anna J. Lavotshkin    Dr. Gino S. Ramundo            
      Dr. Kyu S. Wang     Dr. Parmod K. Sharma           
 Dr. Richard Clark        Dr. Gerald Lee     

Dr. John Hwang   Dr. Julia Yu     
Dr. Nazila Biria        Dr. Tina Fadil     
Dr. Stephen Brunnquell  Dr. Andrew Weissman            

 Dr. Mika Ishitani 
 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

8-2 – School Crossing Guards 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body that the following be appointed 
as School Crossing Guards in the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to 
carry a firearm: 

 
 Dorothy Alessio  Laique Ahmed 

 Julie Ardito   Lidia Barreiro 
 Dennis Bianchetto Albert Bottini 
 Patrick Bove  Yolanda Cabrera 

 Ronald Campolongo Rose Ciechierski 
 Debbie Cohen  Lucia D’Ambrosio 

 Carmine Deliberto  Michael Deliberto 
 Debbie Devito  Gail Diekhaus 
 Harriet Elisberg  Maria Emadzadeh 

 Valentin Flisfeder  Jazmine Garay 
 Lira Garay   Herb Greenberg 
 Nellie Han   Erik Hansen 

 Susan Harbus  Miriam Hernandez 
 Dennis Karabatsos Philip Kaufman 

 Deepa Khemlani  Nayeon Kim 
 Waiping Ko   George Kokkinos 
 James Lee   Joe Magnone 

 Veniamin Makhmetov Donna Medalgia 
 Carlos Medina  Yong Soon Nam 

 Patricia Naughton  James Nola 
 Joann Occhipinti  Jairo Pacheco 
 Susan Patrick  Marge Penn 

 Anna Percontino  Carole Porto 
 Edward Rose  Steven Scrivanich 
 Yolanda Scrivanich Barbara Silvia 

 Marie Stephens  Nisha Sud 
 Urusla Talocco  Jeanne Thorpe 

 Lawrence Woodcock 
  
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
8-3 – Police Guards (Matrons) 

 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 

the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee that 

the following are hereby appointed as Police Guards (Matrons) in the Borough 
of Fort Lee for the year 2015: 
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Kathy Patrick 
Elizabeth Connell 

Charlene Ortiz 

             
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 

 
8-4 – Establishing Rate of Interest for Tax Delinquencies 

 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
 WHEREAS, the provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 direct that the governing body 

of each municipality may fix the rate of interest to be charged for the non-
payment of taxes or assessments on or before the date when they would become 
delinquencies, and may further provide that no interest shall be charged if on 

payment of any installment is made within the tenth calendar day following the 
date upon which the same became payable; and  
 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-67 further provides that the rate of interest so 
fixed shall not exceed eight percent (8%) on the first one thousand five 

hundred dollars ($1,500) of the delinquency and eighteen percent (18%) per 
annum on any amount in excess of one thousand five hundred dollars 
($1,500), 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee do hereby fix, in accordance with the provisions of NJSA 

54:4-67 the rate of interest to be charged for  
the non-payment of taxes or assessments at eight percent (8%) per annum on 

the first one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of the delinquency, 
provided, however, that no interest shall be charged if payment of any 
installation is made within the tenth calendar day following the date upon which 

the same became payable. 
 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

8-5 – Re-establishing Petty Cash Fund 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 

the following Resolution: 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
do hereby authorize and establish a petty cash fund for the Borough’s Chief 
Financial Officer and other various departments; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council authorize the Borough Chief Financial 

Officer to draw a check from the current account in the amount of $500.00 
payable to Joseph Rutch, CFO, petty cash, and various authorized amounts for 
the other various departments,  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with NJSA 
40A:5-21 said petty cash funds be established. 

  
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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8-6 – Cash Management Plan 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-14 requires the Borough of Fort Lee to adopt a 

Cash Management Plan; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee adopts its Cash Management Plan 
annually; and 
 

 WHEREAS, this Cash Management Plan shall be designated to assure the 
extent practicable the investment of local funds in interest bearing accounts and 

may be modified from time to time  
in order to reflect changes in Federal or State law or regulations; and 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee Cash 
Management Plan be continued for 2015. 
 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 

 
8-7 – Borough Clerk (PACO Officer) 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is required to designate a Public 
Agency Compliance Officer to insure that proper forms are distributed and 

completed before contracts are awarded by the  
Borough and documents and manuals are made available to 
prospective contractors, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby 

appointed to serve as the Public Agency Compliance Officer (PACO) for the year 
2015 in the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 

Ord. #2015-1 - Amending Chapter 289, Section 36, Residential Permit 
Parking – Establishing Subsection (S) Administrative Fee of $5.00 (Every 
Two Years) for Issuance of RPP Permit   

  
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer , seconded by Councilman Cervieri 

, and carried, Ord. #2015-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 
289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS 
AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING, OF THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public hearing 
relative to this ordinance was scheduled for January 15, 2015. 
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COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilman Pohan,  “Thank you, Mayor. First of all I want to thank the 
citizens of -- and voters of the Borough of Fort Lee for returning me to what 
will be my fifth term in office as a Councilman here in the Borough.  

It’s been a pleasure and an honor to serve the Borough and I look forward 
to doing it again for the next three years. 

I also want to thank our Municipal Chair, our Municipal Chair Emerita, 

for all of their help and assistance in making that victory of the election 
possible this past year. 

And especially to thank the Chairman Emeritus for getting me into politics 
-- being one of the people to get me into politics quite a long time ago; she 
and her husband Richard Nest. 

I also want to take this opportunity to -- which I didn’t do back in 
November -- to thank Neil Grant for his long and dedicated service to the 

Borough of Fort Lee.  I don’t think I’ve met another public servant who is -- 
who is just so diligent in his performance of his duties at all hours of the day 
and night literally.  You got emails from Neil at 1 a.m., 6 a.m., Sunday 

morning.  He’s – 

Mayor Sokolich:  He’s here on Sundays. 

Councilman Pohan: He’s always on the -- been on the job, always on the 

case, and almost never wrong.  Maybe once I -- he has actually been wrong 
about something. 

Mayor Sokolich:  And not happy when he’s wrong, Councilman. 

Councilman Pohan:  He is very unhappy. 

Mayor Sokolich:  Yeah, not happy when he’s wrong.  He’s actually -- 

Councilman Pohan:  Extremely unhappy. 

Councilman Cervieri:  Actually his score is pretty much like his son’s 
bowling score. 

Mayor Sokolich:  Yeah. 

Councilman Pohan:  But he has -- he has just been such a dedicated 

employee. 

But the amazing thing is, as the Mayor has said, you know in the past 
three years now I mean we’re -- we’re the figureheads up here.  We do set 

policy but the day to day work of the Borough is carried on by several 
hundred very dedicated people.  And in the past three years that most -- 

several of the most important of them have changed over.   

We went from Chief Ripoli to Chief Bendul two years ago. This past year 
we went from Peggy Thomas to Al Restaino as the Borough Administrator. 

And the amazing thing is that we have -- these transitions have been 
seamless.  The work of the Borough has -- has gone on just as well or better 
than ever.  And I expect that the same thing will be true; as good as Neil is, I 

think we did our homework in going through the search process and came up 
with an excellent replacement for Neil in Evelyn Rosario here and I think 

again we’ll see that we have -- we have enabled a seamless transition to go 
on. 

I look forward to the next three years when we complete these projects on 

Redevelopment 5; the initiative for the parking garage.  But express my -- my 
hope and concern that when all of that is done that the ratables, the 

substantial ratables that will arise from this, will not be viewed by everybody 
as an opportunity to spend but will also be viewed as an opportunity to 
stabilize and save the taxpayers of the Borough the burden of ever increasing 

taxes.  At least for a while these ratables should stanch that inevitable trend 
which inflation alone will produce. 
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Having said that, again thank you very much.  Happy New Year to all.” 

 

Councilman Sohmer, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor. I’d like to congratulate 
Armand and Mike and Peter on a great election and a victory.  Welcome back.  

This Council would be nothing without the three of you; in fact, we’d only be 
three and the Mayor.  So we really need -- we really need the three of you.  
But thank you for coming back, all three of you. 

I know everybody has commitments and this is a -- really a very, very hard 
commitment.  You know, you have to work at this.  So, -- and these three 

gentlemen they work at this, just like the rest of us up here, we all work at 
this.  Including the Mayor, the rest of the Borough employees, I mean Al, -- 

I mean you can’t -- you can’t even put numbers on this.  I mean they’re all 

terrific. 

Welcome back.  I really appreciate the public in getting them back. 

I’d like to thank my colleagues on electing me Council President.  I really 
appreciate that and I will work hard to continue that. 

You know I’d like to thank Neil also.  You know Neil is a -- was a great 

resource for us.  And I know Evelyn will be just as good.  She is a terrific 
person and really good. 

But you know we forgot somebody on this.  We lost Joe I. also this year.  

Joe I. was here for a long time.  Joe Iannaconi or as Mayor Alter used to say, 
Joe Yannaconi. 

So, -- but, Joe, thank you wherever you are out in TV land.  You’re 
probably traveling already but thank you also.  

Neil, thank you also; we really appreciate everything you’ve done. 

I’d like to send my condolences out to the family of Officer Stephen 
Petruzzello of Cliffside Park.  A tragic, tragic event that happened and we 
really feel for you, so my condolences to the family. 

A happy and healthy and safe New Year for everybody and we’ll see you 
next week again. 

Thank you, Mr. Mayor.” 

Councilman Suh,  “Thank you, Mayor. I’d like to thank everyone for 
entrusting me with -- to serve for the next two years filling former 

Councilman Jan Goldberg’s seat who had done a mighty fine job while he 
was up here as well. 

I’d like to thank everyone who is serving on the Planning Board, Zoning 
Board and all the voluntary positions; I look forward to working with each 
and every one of you.   

And to all the other positions, Angie, congratulations, I can’t wait to work 
with you as well.  I know I worked with you at the School Board and I think 
you’re perfect for the job.  Congratulations. 

Congratulations to Evelyn. 

Congratulations, thank you, Al.  Al is -- my short time here he’s probably 

the -- between Evelyn, Neil and Al, I don’t know if there’s anything that can 
get done without them here.  And it’s another sentiment to what great people 
are up here. 

Again, you know, I have to thank Kay Nest for getting me involved and 
getting me started in all of this.  It’s really the mother of all politics out here 

and she’s the one that supports everyone and does such a great job. 

Thank you so much, Kay. Thank you. 
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And thank you for everyone’s support.  Hope you had a great holiday 
season.  Have a happy and healthy New Year and see you around. 

Thank you, Mayor.” 

 

Councilman Sargenti, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor. First I’d -- I’d first like to say 
congratulations, Angie, welcome.  Not that you moved anywhere but 

congratulations on your promotion, it’s well-deserved. Evelyn, welcome. 

Congratulations, you’ll do a fine job. 

Neil, not much I could say to you.  When I first took the job you were my 
first of many calls to you, in the morning, afternoon, and night.  And I just 
want to say thank you, as a friend, thank you very much. 

Mr. Grant:  Any time. 

So, 2014, interesting year, huh?, we start with Bridgegate and to the 

redevelopment that never was to be, is to become. 

You hear the Mayor -- from the Mayor and Council a lot of -- a lot of 
speeches, a lot of good things that we’ve done, a lot of things that are in the 

hopper right now that we’re looking at.  But just remember one thing, I want 
to say thank you to the public for electing Armand and myself and Peter.  
Again, you know, we serve for the people of the town of Fort Lee and I really 

believe in my heart that we do a fine job.  We don’t achieve without each 
other. 

I call them my friends.  I call them any time I need guidance on certain 
issues.  But without their -- without some of their guidance, without some of 
their input, and without them trying to contain me on certain issues would 

be hard to accomplish. 

 

So 2015, what’s it gonna bring?, well you see a lot of work that we’re doing 

on Main Street, digging it up, keeping everybody backed up for a little bit but 
I really think with the engineering work and the accomplishments that 

Boswell’s brought us, will benefit the citizens of the town of Fort Lee.  We 
have so much still in the hopper that we will continue to move forward on. 

And to all my friends here, to all the people and all the citizens out there 

in Fort Lee land, I want to say thank you very much.  Have a great 2015; a 
safe and a healthy one also.” 

Councilwoman Ila Kasofsky, Thank you, Mayor Sokolich. Welcome back, 
Armand, Mike; and welcome, Peter, looking forward to working with you.  
And 2015 is going to be a great year and I’m proud to be part of a very 

progressive team with our fabulous Mayor at the helm. 

I don’t know if anybody knows this but Fort Lee has a Welfare 
Department; it’s called Human Services.  And the Director is with us today, 

Jillian Raimondo-Langham. 

Jillian has written a letter and I’m happy to read it to everybody: 

To the Honorable Mark Sokolich, Armand Pohan, Ila Kasofsky, Joseph 
Cervieri, Mike Sargenti, Harvey Sohmer, Peter Suh. The Fort Lee Department 
of Human Services wishes to extend to the Mayor and Council the deep 

appreciation families in town have for the vigorous and ongoing support 
given. 

The Police, Fire, Ambulance, Health, OEM, Code Enforcement agencies, as 
well as Human Services, under the authorization of the Mayor and Council 
and direction given by the Borough Administrator, serve our residents 

diligently and with integrity -- and may I add, discreetly. 
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As the changing face of government moves us toward more individual 

responsibility and local incentives, team building skills are paramount in the 
creation of unified approaches to new and ongoing challenges.   

The Fort Lee Department of Human Services is dedicated to strengthen a 

cohesive network of employees, volunteers and inter-agency networks 
continuing to serve the health and safety of our residents, as well as those 
who serve them with effective, efficient, and cost-effective programs is the 

goal. 

We wish you a hearty and healthy New Year. Sincerely, Jillian Raimondo-

Langham, Director. 

Thank you, Mayor.” 

 

Councilman Joseph Cervieri, Thank you, Mayor. Angela, congratulations.  
Well-deserved.  We interviewed a number of candidates and you really rose to 

the top and you’re going to do a great job for the people of Fort Lee. 

I’d also like to congratulate those who retired this year, including Peggy 
Thomas and Joe Iannaconi.  Good people served -- that served the Borough, 

established a great foundation of which their successors have a good 
foundation to build upon to make an even better place. 

Evelyn, we’re happy that you’re here. 

I’d also like to thank Neil for all of his dedicated service, including being 
an active participant in the interview process to find your replacement. 

We told Neil he could not leave this Borough -- Borough position until we 
found somebody who we were going to be happy with and that could do the 
job as well as he could.  And without hesitation Neil was supportive of -- of 

your hire and brought -- brought us a great person so that he, in his -- in his 
professionalism, could leave his office entrusted in your hands. 

And this -- once again, Neil, thank you so much.  It’s just another example 

of the selflessness of your character and your dedication and love of this town 
and concern for your colleagues and its wellbeing that just exemplifies a true 

professional and truly kind person who I’m proud to say that over the 17 
years has also not only become a great -- a great professional but also a dear 
friend. 

And, Neil, you’ve done a great job.  You deserve all the good things that 
come out of your retirement and we -- we are very happy to know that you 

are not leaving town.  We know how to find you and we -- if not, Chief, we’re 
going to send an all points bulletin to find him. 

So, Evelyn, you’re not gonna need the help but we’re always gonna have 

this great resource to be able to -- (indiscernible, background noise.) 

We’d also like to thank all the professionals that have come back, once 
again, to help with the Borough, all those volunteers.  

We’d like to also -- I’d like to congratulate those who have been reelected; 
thank the people for reelecting them.   

I’d also like to take a moment to say that I’ve never been more proud and 
happy to be serving on this Council than with this Mayor and Council.  Truly 
selfless individuals who think only about the Borough of Fort Lee.  

We do argue.  We do hit every try -- every aspect of a situation to try to 
make sure that we’re not leaving anything out to come to the right decision 

that’s not only the best possible decision for the short-term but for the long-
term as well because we’re thinking of Fort Lee, not only for 2015 but for 
maybe 2115.  And that we can also thank, with the leadership of our Mayor, 

who gives day and night 24/7/365 and I’d like to thank the Mayor for doing 
such a great job. 
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Mayor Sokolich:  Thank you, Joe. 

Lee, thanks for coming back again. And once again, let’s have a happy, 
safe, and prosperous New Year. 

One of the things that wasn’t mentioned tonight that we did to make -- to 

improve the quality of life for the people of Fort Lee, -- it’s a small thing.  In 
the past when you recycled your garbage, you had to decide, okay, this -- 
which weekend is this or what day is this, -- 

Mayor Sokolich:  Plastic versus paper. 

Councilman Cervieri:  -- is this paper -- 

Mayor Sokolich:  Right. 

Councilman Cervieri:  -- or plastic and glass. 

Mayor Sokolich:  No, good point. 

Well this year in our bidding process what we decided that not only are 
gonna have 24 pickups, which meant either the first Thursday or the third 

Thursday or 24 times a year, -- and say wait a second, it’s the fifth Thursday 
of the month, now why are all these garbage cans out there; well now we do it 
twice -- it’s 26 times a year.  Every other week you’ll be -- put out all your 

recycling; it will be separated at the recycling center once those are brought 
back in. 

So now you put out your paper, put out your plastic, put out your bottles, 

26 times a year and it was for no additional cost. 

So one small thing that makes people’s lives easier; you don’t have to 

think -- about, okay, you know, what are we putting out this year? 

Small thing but it improves the quality of life. So we do pay attention to 
those details, and they do add up.    

Also, I’d like to express our condolences for all those officers who lost their 
lives in the line of duty.  Our special officer in Cliffside Park, as well as the 
officers in New York City. 

So, on a happy note, let’s look forward to even a better 2015 than the one 
we’ve had in the past and with your help and support, we’ll do our best to 

make sure that happens. 

Thank you, Mayor.” 

Mayor Sokolich,  Before -- before I open to the public again, just again let 

me confirm.  Again, welcome back Michael and Armand, congratulations.  
And to a certain extent welcome back Peter.   

You’ve been here and, again, it’s my absolute honor to serve with all of 
you.  And if we didn’t see and – 

How many times have I said this to you guys that if it was only about 

politics I would be so far away from 309 Main Street because that doesn’t get 
you anywhere.  It’s community and that’s our priority. 

Thanks and congratulations to Joe I. on his retirement as well.  I enjoyed 

his retirement party the other day.  He certainly has enjoyed it all the years of 
hard work. 

Neil, I think over the past few months I’ve told you my feelings for you.  
I’ve always put you in that big three.  I told you many times that I don’t think 
I would have been -- I’m not suggesting I’m a good Mayor, an average Mayor, 

or a poor Mayor; whatever it is that I am, I attribute a lot of that to help that 
you’ve provided to me and I mean that.  ‘Cause you’re a great guy and you’re 

a great friend. 

And how many times on a Sunday afternoon I’d put the football game on 
in  
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my office and we’d be here for three, four, five hours hashing out whatever we 

had to hash out.  And it just -- it was great working with you.  And you’re a 
good friend and God bless you. 

And one final thanks that has been reserved to me at the end, that the 

Council has asked that I -- that I raise, and we saved it for the end, and 
that’s to send a special thanks and expression of gratitude to our dear friend 
and colleague Jan Goldberg. 

Now, Jan -- Peter’s here because Jan had resigned his position several 
months ago.  Jan served -- had two rounds of service here in the Borough 

and this past round of service was no different than his first.  It was 
incredibly productive. 

For those of you that know Jan he is a very, very hardworking tireless 

advocate for the Borough of Fort Lee.  He is the type of person that as long as 
it’s the right decision it doesn’t matter what’s -- what he’s up against.  He 

stays focused on it.  He’s a hard worker.  He peels back the onion on every 
issue.  His investigative abilities are great.  He provided an incredible, 
incredible asset to government here in Fort Lee.  We’re grateful that he hasn’t 

gone that far.   

And, to Jan, we thank you for the service to Fort Lee.  That was on behalf 
of the entire governing body. 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion. 

 
 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of the meeting. 
 

 There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned on motion 
by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer and carried at 

1:38 p.m. 
 
 

 
       _______________________ 

       Evelyn Rosario 
       Municipal Clerk 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

                             Thursday, January 15, 2015 @7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 
                      Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 

                      J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

 
MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 
provided in the following manner: 
 

 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 
regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 

forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 

Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 
THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk.   

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

“It’s important because the folks that we’re going to be swearing in 
tonight, not only the officers in our Police Department but of course the 
officers -- new officers and returning officers in our Fire Department, tonight 

is an official welcoming into our emergency services family. 

 

 "And why I say that, that’s one of the most important things that we could 
possibly bestow on anybody because here in Fort Lee we are in a position to 
boast some of the best, if not the best, emergency service agencies in the 

entire State of New Jersey. 

 

 "Whether we are talking about Police or Ambulance, Fire or Emergency 

Services, I’ve seen hundreds of other communities, I’ve been to other places 
where events have occurred, and I’ve seen other facilities in operation but I’ve 

never seen anything as well-handled from professional commitment, tireless 
effort standpoint than here in Fort Lee, New Jersey.  So it’s important. 

 

 "And for the folks that are getting sworn in tonight, know that this is an 
absolute unconditional privilege.  It’s a privilege that you are part of a very, 

very select group.  Part of a very select group that keeps our community safe, 
it keeps our community secure, and it makes Fort Lee the place that it is to 
live and to raise our families. 

 

 "So while I compliment all of our emergency service agencies, in advance I 
congratulate everyone that’s going to get sworn in tonight. 
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 "It’s a very exciting night and government has always pledged to do the 

best that we can, to provide the best resources we can to make sure that our 
emergency service departments operate at full maximum capacity and they 
certainly do. 

 

 "Having said that, we have a change in the agenda this evening.  Our Fire 
Department is at a working fire, as many of you probably know, so we’re 

going to deal with the Chiefs a little later on.” 

 

At this point in the meeting Borough Clerk Rosario read the following 
resolution into the record.  

 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, the 
following Resolution: 

 
R-CA-9 Resolution – Authorize Hiring of Five Police Officers – Fort Lee 
Police Department – M.J. Mattesich, Jr., T.C. McCue, K.E. Ford, A. Rivero 

and G. Avella, Jr. Effective January 15, 2015 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee have 
determined the need to authorize the hiring of Police Officers for the Police 
Department, based on retirements and the current Table of Organization; and  

 
 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the following individuals be 

appointed to the position of Police Officer with an effective hiring date of 
January 15, 2015; and  
 

Mario J. Mattesich, Jr. 
Tyler C. McCue 

Kelsey E. Ford 
Alan Rivero 
Gabriel Avella, Jr. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that these appointments are 

made in accordance with a New Jersey Civil Service Commission Certification of 

Eligibles for Appointment List, for the title of Police Officer, and salaries shall be 
in accordance with the current P.B.A. Contract.   

 
The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 
Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 

           Statement by Police Chief Keith Bendul 

 

“Good evening, everybody, Mayor Sokolich and Council Members, 
Borough Administrator Restaino. 

MAYOR SOKOLICH:  Good evening, Chief. 

CHIEF BENDUL:  Good evening. 

 "I want to thank you for your time in allowing us to have this ceremony 
tonight.  I was going to congratulate Chief Ipek on being sworn in as Chief, 
but due to the Fire Department being at a working fire, that’s  
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now going to be coming after.  But the Police Department’s best wishes are to 

him and all of his line officers. 
 

 "I’m going to keep my comments brief tonight because there are a number 

of issues. 
 
 "It is with great pride that I serve our community as Chief of Police.  

Unfortunately the law enforcement community is under attack and a 
hundred and twenty-four officers have died in the line of duty in 2014. 

 
 "Regretfully, two NYPD officers were among 15 officers killed in 2014 being 
ambushed.  They were killed for being police officers.  They were sitting in 

their car and they were murdered. 
 

 "Unfortunately two other officers, one in Cliffside Park and another one 
with the Tri-borough Bridge Police Department, died as a result of being 
struck by cars. 

 
 "Now more than ever police departments and communities must work 
together to preserve safety. 

 
 "We will always remember our fellow officers for paying the ultimate price 

for our freedom and safety.  I would ask that everyone here keep these 
officers, their families, friends and co-workers in your thoughts. 
 

 "Fort Lee is very fortunate to have a Mayor and Council that is committed 
to public safety.  On behalf of our Department members, I would like to 
thank each of you for your support. 

 
 "I also need to thank my command staff, Deputy Chief Tim Ford, Captain 

Robert Zevits, and Captain Stephen Gallagher, for their professionalism and 
dedication. 
 

 "Like the Fire Department who’s working right now, my Detective Bureau 
is back at Headquarters working on a major investigation and that is being 

commanded by Captain Zon who could not be with us tonight. 
 
 "Leaders cannot lead without officers.  Tonight the governing body is again 

displaying their commitment by hiring five police officers.  This is going to be 
one of their most memorable nights in their career. 
 

 "The new officers have passed a Civil Service Exam, have successfully 
completed an extensive background process consisting of numerous 

interviews, detailed application process, computer checks, drug screening, 
mental and psychological examinations. 
 

 "The hiring process would not have been possible if not for the talented 
efforts of the Background Investigation Unit led by Lieutenant Kissane and 

consisting of Detective Haas, Eager, Traiger, Tilton, Morgenstern, Hunt, and 
Police Officers Wanco and Siracuse. 
 

 "We are all confident in the abilities and the character of each of these new 
individuals who will be taking the oath in a few minutes.  We believe that 
they will be able to uphold the high standards and traditions of the Fort Lee 

Police Department. 
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 "Tonight the new officers are being sworn into Fort Lee Police as police 
officers but as the Mayor already referred to they are joining a much larger 
community, the Fort Lee Emergency Services community and the law 

enforcement community across the country and the world. 
  
"The new officers will begin the Academy starting next Friday and Monday 

morning they start for in-house training with us." 

 

Oaths of Office Police Department Swearing In Ceremony 
Police Chief Bendul, “I will introduce each officer by reading a short 
biography and then I will ask them and their family to come up for the 

ceremony. 
 

 "Mario Mattesich is 25 years old.  He is the oldest of four children.  He has 
attended School 3, Lewis F. Cole Middle School, and Fort Lee High School 
where he played football and baseball. 

 
 "He attended John Jay College where he studied criminal justice and he 
later graduated from Ramapo College with his degree in history. 

 
 "He previously worked at Broadway Housing Communities as a manager 

and retail coordinator and he also volunteered as a mental youth-at-risk 
counselor, a skill that he will definitely be able to apply being in law 
enforcement. 

 
 "Pinning his badge will be his father, Mario Mattesich, Sr.; and his 
mother, Anna Mattesich will be holding the Bible.” 

 
Mario Mattesich was sworn in as a Fort Lee Police Officer by Mayor 

Sokolich 
 
 “Police Chief Bendul, Tyler McCue, you may recognize the name,  has been 

around Fort Lee for a few years. 
 

 "He is a lifelong resident and a fourth generation resident of Fort Lee.  He 
attended School No. 1, Lewis F. Cole Middle School and the Fort Lee High 
School.   

 
 "Upon graduation he attended Monmouth University.  In 2013 he 
graduated with a criminal justice degree. 

 
 "He is employed at Brookdale Community College as a test administrator. 

 
 "Pinning his badge will be his mother, Linda McCue; and his father, 
Richard McCue, will be holding the Bible.” 

 
Tyler McCue was sworn in as a Fort Lee Police Officer by Mayor 

Sokolich 
 

Police Chief Bendul, “Kelsey Ford is the daughter of Laurie and 

Timothy Ford.  She is 23 years old and grew up in Leonia with her four 
sisters and her parents -- Megan, Julie, Jamie, and Laura.  She attended 
Leonia High School where she played Varsity soccer, softball and swimming.  

And then she moved into Fort Lee. 

 "She has attended the University of Buffalo where she played  
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Division I rugby and graduated magna cum laude with a degree in business 
administration. 

 
 "She is previously employed by the Fort Lee Parking Authority.  She is the 
3rd generation Fort Lee Police Officer, preceded by her grandfather Captain 

Martin Ford, her father Deputy Chief Timothy Ford, and her uncle Sergeant 
John Ford, retired, who’s in the audience this evening. 

 
 "Pinning her badge will be her father, Deputy Chief Timothy Ford; her 
youngest sister Laura will be holding the holding the Bible and she will be 

joined by her other sisters and her mother.” 
 

Kelsey Ford was sworn in as a Fort Lee Police Officer by Mayor Sokolich 
 

Police Chief Bendul, “Alan Rivero is 27 years old.  Born in Buenos 

Aires, Argentina, and is fluent in Spanish; another skill that we will utilize in 
Fort Lee. 

 

 "He was raised in Saddle Brook and then moved to Fort Lee.  He 
graduated from Saddle Brook High School.  His fiancée, Rebecca Sanchez, is 

also a Police Officer with the Saddle Brook Police Department.  
 
 "Alan is enrolled in Bergen Community College where he is working 

towards his criminal justice degree.  He currently works at Prestige Land 
Rover.  
 

 "Pinning his badge will be his father, Javier Rivero; and his mother, Mabel 
Santiago, will be holding the Bible.” 

 
Alan Rivero was sworn in as a Fort Lee Police Officer by Mayor 

Sokolich. 

 
Police Chief Bendul, “Gabriel Avella, Jr., is 23 years old.  He’s lived in 

Fort Lee his entire life and is a graduate of Fort Lee High School.  He has 
attended Bergen Community College where he has been working towards his 
criminal justice degree.  He is currently employed with Palisade Garden 

Apartments in Fort Lee. 
 

 "Pinning his badge will be his mother, Fabiola Avella; and his father, 

Gabriel Avella, Sr., will be holding the Bible.” 
 

Gabriel Avella was sworn in as a Fort Lee Police Officer by Mayor 
Sokolich. 
 

Police Chief Bendul, “Again, I would like to thank the officers’ family 
and friends for attending tonight to share in their special moment. 

 
 "I would also like to thank all of the Fort Lee Police Officers, both on duty 
and off duty, that are here and present.  These are the men and women that 

keep you safe each and every day and night. 
  
 "I pledge to you that we, as a Department, will serve each and every day to 

the best of our ability with passion and total commitment to improve the 
safety and the quality of life for our community.” 

 
At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, a 

short recess was approved and taken at 7:31 P.M. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, the 

meeting was reconvened at 7:41 P.M. 

 
Oaths of Office Fire Chiefs’ Swearing In Ceremony 

 
 Fire Chief Ipek: “Thank you very much for attending. 
 

"I’d like to thank the Mayor and the Council for allowing the Fort 
Lee Fire Department to take this time to swear in the new officers for 

2015. 
  

"I would like to now ask Mayor Sokolich to come forward to do the 

honors.” 
 

 

The following were sworn in by Mayor Sokolich as 2nd Lieutenants; 
 

Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department 
2015 2nd Lieutenants 

 

Company #1   Theo Tragellis 
       Company #2  Keith Dalton 
       Company #3  Sam Ghali 

Company #4  Bobby DeVito 
 

  
The following were sworn in by Mayor Sokolich as 1st Lieutenants. 

 

Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department  
2015 1st  Lieutenants 

 
       Company #1  Evrim Esen. 
       Company #2  John Klein - past 1992 Chief 

       Company #3        Eric Jaikissoon. 
       Company #4 Patrizio Peluso. 

 

The following were sworn in by Mayor Sokolich as Captains. 
 

Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department  
2015 Captains 

 

         Company #2  Donald Sauvageot 
         Company #4  Christopher Richter 

  
Chief Ipek, “At this time 1999 Chief, Richard Onufrey, and -- from 
Company #1 and Company #3, Bryan Drumgoole, are not available to 

attend.” 
 

Chief Ipek, “Holding the Bible will be his mother Deirdra; pinning the 

badge will be his father Arnold.” 
 

Chief Ipek, “At this time I’d like to call up the Battalion Chief for 2015, 
Lane Goldstein.” 
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Chief Ipek, “Holding the Bible will be his mother Deirdra; pinning the 

badge will be his father Arnold.” 
 
Lane Goldstein was sworn in as the 2015 Battalion Chief for the Fort 

Lee Volunteer Fire Department by Mayor Sokolich. 
 

Chief Ipek, “Now, I’d like to call up the Deputy Chief for 2015 and past 

Chief -- 2000 Chief, Gary Krautmann.” 
 

Chief Ipek, “Holding the Bible will be Captain Don Sauvageot; pinning 
the badge will be Lieutenant John Klein. 

 

Gary Krautmann was sworn in as the 2015 Deputy Chief for the Fort 
Lee Volunteer Fire Department by Mayor Sokolich. 

 
 Battalion Chief Goldstein, “Next will be Chief of the Department for 2015, 
Christopher Ipek.” 

 
“Holding the Bible will be his sister Christine and niece Skye; pinning 

the badge will be his father, Joseph.” 

 
Christopher Ipek was sworn in as the 2015 Chief for the Fort Lee 

Volunteer Fire Department by Mayor Sokolich. 
 

Fire Department Award Presentation 

 
 Chief Ipek,  “At this time I’d like to call Chief William Chiappane for a 
presentation of Fire Department -- Fort Lee Fire Department Awards. 

 
 "And I’d also like to call up Firefighters Di Matteo, Firefighter J. C. Klein 

and Firefighter Ernie Szabo. 
 
 Chief Chiappane, “These first two awards to go Daniel Di Matteo and 

Firefighter J. C. Klein. 
 

 "On Saturday, March 22nd, 2014, Palisade Company #4 was having a 
dinner honoring three -- three members for their dedicated service of 
Company #4 -- Honorary Chief Ken Mikatarian for 50 years of service; 

Firefighter John McCloskey for 25 years of service; Chief of the Department, 
William Chiappane for 25 years of service. 
 

 "At approximately 20:50 hours, during the dinner, Firefighter Steve 
Richter noticed that someone -- something was wrong with Honorary Chief 

Charles Nicolich and that he was choking. 
 
 "At the same time Firefighter Daniel Di Matteo came over and started the 

Heimlich maneuver numerous times with negative results.  Firefighter Di 
Matteo turned over patient care to Firefighter and off-duty Officer J. C. Klein 

and performed the Heimlich maneuver numerous times, along with 
numerous back thrusts.  Firefighter Klein was able to remove the obstruction 
from -- with these actions.  At this time a Fairview Police and EMS were on 

scene and Firefighter Nicolich refused further medical attention. 
 
 "It was for this highly credible accomplishment bringing acclaim to 

themselves, the Department, demonstrating devotion to duty or service to the 
public, Honorary Chief Charles Nicolich was able to breathe normally. 
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 "At this time the Fort Lee Fire Department is proud to award Firefighter 
Daniel Di Matteo and Firefighter J. C. Klein with the Exceptional Duty Medal 

for their actions.” 
  
 Chief Chiappane, “Next award will be presented to Firefighter Ernie Szabo. 

 
 "On July 19th, 2014, Firefighter Ernie Szabo was out to dinner in Cliffside 

Park with some friends.  During the course of their meal Firefighter Ernie 
Szabo heard a woman -- heard a woman scream, he is choking.  Upon 
hearing this Firefighter Szabo identified himself as a firefighter, directed staff 

to call 911. 
 

 "At this time Firefighter saw the elderly -- elderly man who was choking 
and reacted to the incident by approaching the choking individual from 
behind and wrapping his arms around the victim’s waist in an effort to 

perform the Heimlich maneuver.  Firefighter Ernie Szabo performed three 
abdominal thrusts and was able to eject the food from the victim’s throat or 
airway.  

 
 "It was for his highly credible accomplishments, bringing acclaim to 

himself, his Department, demonstrating devotion to duty or service to the 
public, the gentleman was breathing normally. 
 

 "At this time the Fort Lee Fire Department is proud to award Firefighter 
Ernie Szabo the Exceptional Duty Award for his actions.” 
  

FIRE DEPARTMENT YEAR-END REPORT 
 

 Chief Ipek, “At this time I’m going to ask Chief Chiappane to stay on -- on 
the floor and he’s going to report his year-end report to the Borough.” 
 

 Chief Chiappane, “I’d like to thank the Mayor and Council and Al 
Restaino, Borough Administrator; Harvey Sohmer, Mark Sargenti, the Fire 

liaisons, for all their help and support this -- for their support last year. 
 
 "I’d also like to thank Mike Maresca, Tony Lione, Dennis, the DPW General 

Services Communications Department, Don and Corey, IT Department; Sam 
and Eric for their -- for all your help with all our projects throughout 2014. 
 

 "I would like to thank the Police Department, the Ambulance Corps and 
OEM for their great working relationship in 2014 and continue in 2015. 

 
 "I would like to thank all the officers of the Department for taking their 
time out for all the extra meetings that -- that they attended throughout the 

year and missed time away from home with their families, and to the 
members who dedicated their extra time to the Department. 

 
 "The Fort Lee Volunteer Department responded to 1,606 alarms in 2014, 
ranging from fire -- fire alarms, the smell of gas, car fires, extrications, fluid 

spills, smell of something burning, to working fires. 
 
 "We had two major fires last year; one at 2160 Center Avenue and the 

other at 796 Edgewood Lane with no loss of lives.  Along with a crane 
collapse further up the block on Edgewood Lane.  Along with mutual aid to 

other towns when needed. 
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 "When people from all over ask me, Fort Lee’s volunteer; you guys should 

be paid.  I tell them it’s the members of this Department; without your pride 
and dedication, we wouldn’t be where we are today. 
 

 "We still have a long way to go in the projects that we have started and 
need to be finished.  I know that it will get done because that’s what we do, 
we get things done. 

 
 "Let’s continue to work together in 2015 and instill in the new members 

and auxiliaries, the pride we have for this Department. 
 
 "The best thing an old firefighter can teach a young firefighter is to be an 

old firefighter.  
  

 "It’s been a great honor to serve to you as Chief of the Department for the 
second term.  You guys are the best of the best and keep up the great work 
and have a safe night.” 

  
 Chief Ipek, “At this time we’d like to present Chief Chiappane a gift for his 
service to the Department." 

 
 "Chief Ipek,  Mr. Mayor, Council, distinguished guests, and residents of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, as 2014 drew to a close the Fort Lee Fire 
Department rose to the challenges presented before them.  In an effort to give 
the residents of Fort Lee a more dedicated and quicker response, the Fort Lee 

Fire Department implemented its Duty Shift Program to encompass 
weekends and longer hours throughout the week. 
 

 "Through their hard work -- or through the hard work of the men and 
women of the Fort Lee Fire Department, they have successfully met this goal.  

As we move forward into 2015, the Chiefs and Officers are again looking to 
the challenge of men and women of the Fort Lee Fire Department. 
 

 "We will continue to be ready at a moment’s notice to respond to all -- to 
respond and mitigate all emergencies and the men and women of the 

Department will meet these challenges head-on. 
 
 "I’d like to congratulate the 2015 Chiefs and Officers and the members of 

the Fort Lee Fire Department.  I wish them good luck and success in the year 
-- in the year; I hope they all be safe. 
 

 "I also would like to take a moment to thank my family for all their 
support and also for the members of this Borough that have come out from 

the various departments in support of the Fire Department.  And this 
couldn’t be done without all the support and help throughout the years. 
 "We look forward to working with all of you.  Thank you very much.  Have 

a Happy New Year; be safe.” 

 

At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 

a short recess was approved and taken at 8:06 P.M. 
 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, the 

meeting was reconvened at 8:17 P.M. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 
Ordinance #2015-2 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69, Schedule  
 XXIII – Handicapped Parking Space at 2056 Edwin Avenue  

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2015-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND 

SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED “HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” 

was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 12, 2015. 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 

Ordinance #2015-3 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-12 for Department  
 Heads for 2013-2016 – Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer, Tax Collector 
And Director of DPW 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh, 

and carried, Ord. #2015-3 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY 
ORDINANCE #2013-12 – SALARIES AND WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS, 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER/TREASURER, TAX COLLECTOR AND DIRECTOR 

FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR 2015-2016,” was introduced 
and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 12, 2015. 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 

 
 

Ordinance #2015-4 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-15 Salaries and    
 Wages for White Collar Employees – Administrative Secretary and Senior 
Clerk Typist 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2015-4 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-15 SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR 
EMPLOYEES – ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY, SENIOR CLERK TYPIST AND 

SUPERVISING CLERK TYPIST FOR 2013-2016,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 12, 2015. 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 

 
 
Ordinance #2015-5 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2014-1 for Department 

Heads for 2015- Borough Administrator  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh, and  
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carried, Ord. #2015-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY 

ORDINANCE #2014-1 SALARIES AND WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS, 
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR, BOROUGH CLERK, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER, 
TAX COLLECTOR, TREASURER, TAX ASSESSOR AND CERTAIN NON-UNION 

EMPLOYEES FOR 2013-2016.” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 12, 2015. 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 

 
Ordinance #2015-6 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2014-1 for Department 

Heads for 2015- Borough Administrator  
 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and 

carried, Ord. #2015-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 90, 
SECTION 2, POLICE DEPARTMENT, FORMATION AND RANK, OF THE CODE 
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 
The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 12, 2015. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 
Introduction of 2015 Borough of Fort Lee  

Special Improvement District Budget 
 

Clerk Rosario read the following the Resolution: 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and 

appropriations (available in the office of the Borough Clerk) shall constitute the 
Fort Lee Special Improvement District Budget for the year 2015; and 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the total amount to be raised by the Special 
Improvement District tax is anticipated to be $349,245.00.  The total 

anticipated general appropriations for 2015 at introduction is $673,245.00. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said budget be published in The Record 

in the issue of Tuesday, January 20,2015. 
 

 The Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the 
following as the Fort Lee Special Improvement District Budget for year 2015 
(Available in the office of the Borough Clerk): 

 
 The introduced budget was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was approved 
by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, on 

January 15, 2015.  A hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution will be held at 
Borough Hall, on February 12, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. at which time and place  
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objections to said Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2015 may be 
presented by taxpayers or other interested persons. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ord. #2015-1 - Amending Chapter 289, Section 36, Residential Permit 

Parking (RPP) – Establishing Subsection (S) Administrative Fee of $5.00 
(Every Two Years) for Issuance of RPP Permit   

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-1 entitled, 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING 
METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 36 

RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE.” 
 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on 
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was 

opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-8, CA-10, CA-12 through CA-18, CA-
20 through CA-24. 
 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 
having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 

Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

Current                                     $7,731,824.51 
Capital                                                    522,650.36 

Road Improvement Plan                                     n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                          n/a 
Construction Fees                                          n/a 

COAH Fees                                                   n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                        3,400.00 

Trip Admissions                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                                     72,573.79   
Special Dog Account                                           393.00 

Centennial Fund                                           n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                                 n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                               n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                       n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                                1,023.72 
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Community Development                                      n/a 

Redemption Account                                    18,127.32 
School Resource Account                                    n/a 
Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                      n/a 

POAA                                                        n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                          n/a 
Police Treasury                                             137,384.77  

Police Justice                                              n/a      
Flexible Spending                                          n/a 

Unemployment Compensation                            50,672.97 
 
Total:                                            $8,538,050.44 

      
CA-2- Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New Jersey for 

Period Covering October 1, 2014 Through December 31, 2014 - $1,375.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be authorized to draw 

a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of America payable to the 
Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  
amount of $1,375.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses for the period 

covering October 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014. Fees are to be forwarded 
on a quarterly basis to the Department of Human Services; 
 

Account No. 01-2887 
 

CA-3  Approving Firefighter Application for Patrick J. Kellett for Fire 
Company #3 and Paul Umrichin for Fire Company #4 
 

 
CA-4  Accepting Retirement Notice From Karl Caccavone, Housing 

Inspector for the Building Department Retirement – Effective March 1st  
 

BE IT RESOLVED that Karl Caccavone, Housing Inspector of the Building 

Department has submitted his retirement notice dated December 22, 2014 and 
the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Mr. Caccavone’s retirement will be effective on 
March 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 
CA-5  Accepting Resignation Notice From Kenneth Stengel, Truck Driver 
for the DPW – Retroactive to December 26th 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Kenneth Stengel, Truck Driver of the Department 

of Public Works has submitted his resignation notice dated December 29, 2014 
and the Mayor and Council have accepted same,    
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Mr. Stengel’s resignation will 
be effective retroactively to December 26, 2014 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 

CA-6   Accepting Retirement Notice From Police Officer Robert Eager – 
Effective February 1, 2015 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that Police Officer Robert Eager of the Police 

Department has submitted his retirement notice dated December 4, 2014 and 

the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Officer Eager’s retirement will be effective on  
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February 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 

CA-7  Accepting Retirement Notice From Police Officer Kevin Kosuda – 

Effective February 1, 2015 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that Police Officer Kevin Kosuda of the Police 
Department has submitted his retirement notice dated January 5, 2015 and the 

Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Officer Kosuda’s retirement will be effective on 

February 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 

 
CA-8  Accepting Retirement Notice From Police Officer Ira Haas – Effective 
February 1, 2015 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that Police Officer Ira Haas of the Police Department 

has submitted his retirement notice dated December 17, 2014 and the Mayor 

and Council have accepted same; and    
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Officer Haas’ retirement will be effective on 
February 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 

CA-10 Authorize Re-Appointment to the Temporary Position of Public 
Safety Telecommunicator – Communications Center for a Period of three 

Months -Diran Jebejian  
 

WHEREAS, due to two vacancies created by a medical leave and a 

maternity leave in the Communications Center of our Police Department, the 
Mayor and Council appointed a temporary Public Safety Telecommunicator on 
July 21, 2014 for a period of six months; and  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Diran Jebejian be re-appointed to the temporary 
position of Public Safety Telecommunicator in the Communications Center for 
an additional three months, commencing January 21, 2015; and,  

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 

commensurate with a salary of $63,824-, Grade 9, Step E of the Blue Collar 
Contract for Year 2015.  
 

CA-12 Authorize Additional Leave of Absence for five Months – Liana 
Palladino, Public Safety Telecommunicator – Communications Center 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Liana Palladino, Public Safety Telecommunicator, 
with the Communications Center has submitted a request dated December 1, 

2014, for an additional leave of absence for five months, and the Mayor and 
Council have accepted same; and  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Palladino’s leave of absence shall be 
granted for a period of five months, commencing retroactive to December 29, 

2014, with a return date to work of June 6, 2015.   
 
CA-13 Authorize Annual Stipend $7,500, Administrator of Cultural And 

Heritage Affairs – Preparation the Borough’s Quarterly Newsletter  
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have designated Tom Meyers, 

Administrator of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, to assume the responsibility 
entailed with the creation of the Borough’s quarterly newsletter which will be  
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disseminated to all residents; and 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council have authorized an annual 
stipend of $7500.00 to Tom Meyers for the handling of same; and,  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this shall be effective retroactively to 
January 1, 2015.     
 

CA-14 Authorize Various Department Heads and Borough Employees Merit 
Increases – Retroactively to January 1, 2015  

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have authorized merit increases to the 

following employees:   
 

1) Nadine Drumgoole, Clerk Typist 
   Merit Increase of $2,330.00 

 

2) Barbara Klein, Senior Clerk Typist & Planning Administrator  
   Merit Increase of $8,711.00 
 

3) Maryanne Leodori, Administrative Secretary  
   Merit Increase of $2,556.00 

 
  4) Tom Meyers, Administrator of Cultural & Heritage Affairs  
   Merit Increase of $5,337.00   

 
  5) Lois Molinaro, Principal Clerk Typist  
   Merit Increase of $3,056.00 

   
6) Robert Perelli, Code Enforcement Officer 

   Merit Increase of $8,636.00 
 
  7) Dana Reilly, Deputy Municipal Court Administrator  

   Merit Increase of $4,445.00  
 

8) Crissa Skarimbas, Supervisor of Senior Citizen Activities  
   Merit Increase of $4,652.00  

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the above increases shall be effective retroactively 
to January 1, 2015.   
 
 

CA-15 Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for Montrose Center 
LLC vs. Borough at 301 Bridge Plaza North Block 5951, Lot 24, for Tax Year 

2014 
 

 

 WHEREAS, Montrose Center, LLC is the owner and/or taxpayer of 
property located at 301 Bridge Plaza North, also known as Block 5951, Lot 24; 
and 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeal for the year 2014 against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Montrose Center, LLC vs Fort Lee, 

which is presently pending in the Tax Court; and 
  

WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney, the 

Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby authorized  
and directed to execute any and all documents necessary in order to finalize the 

settlement of litigation entitled Montrose Center LLC vs Fort Lee, so that for tax 
year 2014, the assessment will be reduced from $4,217,700 to $3,800,000, 
resulting in a total refund of $9,026; and 

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is predicated 

upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by the taxpayer. 
 
CA-16 Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications and 

Advertise for Bids for Animal Control Services and Feral Cat Re-Location 
Services 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and directed to obtain 

specifications and advertise for bids for: 
 . Animal Control Services and Feral Cat Re-Location Services 
  

CA-17 Authorizing the Borough Clerk to Obtain Statement of  
Qualifications (SQQs) for Engineering Services Related to the Borough’s 

Combined Sewer Overflow System (CSO) 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to obtain Statement of 
Qualifications (SQQs) for the Purpose of identifying the most qualified firms to 
provide engineering services for infrastructure assessment and design services 

related to the Borough’s Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) system. 
 

CA-18 Authorizing the Execution of a Shared Services Agreement With the 

Borough of Edgewater for the Utilization of an Electrical Engineer With 
Radio Frequency Experience 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT 
WITH THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER FOR THE UTILIZATION OF AN 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WITH RADIO FREQUENCY EXPERIENCE 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater (“Edgewater”) is a municipal 
corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough and Edgewater are in need of services of an 
electrical engineer with radio frequency experience for the health, safety and 
welfare of their respective citizens; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:27D requires each municipality to have an 
electrical engineer but that same may be provided by an agreement with another 

municipality; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation 
Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., authorizes local units to enter into an agreement 
for the performance of any services that a party to the agreement is empowered  
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to render within its own jurisdiction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Edgewater has previously solicited Requests for Qualifications  

 
to electrical engineering firms with appropriate training, licensing, and expertise 
to perform such radio frequency amplifications system services; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Borough and Edgewater have discussed and agreed upon 

a shared services arrangement for the collective use of the services of an 
electrical engineer for purposes of designing and reviewing radio amplification 
systems intended to assure that emergency service communications in certain 

buildings where radio frequencies are unable to penetrate, jeopardizing ability of 
emergency personnel to communicate with others both inside and outside of the 

buildings; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Edgewater has agreed to furnish to the Borough with the 

services of its electrical engineer pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27D and N.J.S.A. 
40A:65-1 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the entry into a share services agreement for the services of 
an electrical engineering with radio frequency experience is necessary to address 

the mutual needs of the Borough and Edgewater to guarantee communication 
between emergency services personnel throughout the two municipalities; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined, that for reasons of efficiency and 
economy and in view of the limited demand for services experienced by the 
Borough for the services of electrical engineer that it is prudent and fiscally 

responsible to enter into the shared services agreement; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a shared services agreement, 
substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto, for the shared use of 
services of an electrical engineer for purposes of designing and reviewing radio 

amplification systems; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the entry into a shared services agreement with Edgewater is 
in accordance with the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act and is in 
the best interests of the Borough, 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
1. That entry into a shared services agreement with Edgewater, upon 

terms substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto, is 
pursuant to and in accordance with the Uniform Shared Services and 
Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., and is hereby 

authorized. 
 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute an 
agreement, in substantially the same form as that attached hereto, between the 
Borough and Edgewater, memorializing the terms and conditions for the shared 

use of services of an electrical engineer for purposes of designing and reviewing 
radio amplification systems. 
 

 3. That upon execution of such shared services agreement, this 
resolution and the agreement between the parties shall be available for public 

inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
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 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

CA-20 Authorizing Agreement with Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield –
Employee 2015 Medical & Pharmacy Renewal 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF MEDICAL PLAN WITH HORIZON 
BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF NEW JERSEY AND DRUG PRESCRIPTION 

PLAN WITH BENECARD SERVICES, INC. 
 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) 
awarded a contract to Brown & Brown Metro, Inc. (“Brown”) for the performance 
of health benefit insurance consulting services; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough currently provides health benefits and 
prescription drug benefits for employees and retirees; and 

 
WHEREAS, in its role as the Borough’s health insurance broker, Brown 

solicited competitive proposals from the medical and pharmacy insurance 
marketplace for health benefits and prescription drug benefits for 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, the procurement of insurance, including the purchase of 
insurance coverage and consultant services, may be awarded without public 

bidding pursuant to and in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law and, 
specifically,  N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(m); and  

 

WHEREAS, Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey (“Horizon”) 
submitted a proposal for health benefits and Benecard Services, Inc. 
(“Benecard”) submitted a proposal for prescription drug benefits for 2015; and  

 
WHEREAS, Brown has reviewed the proposals for health and prescription 

drug benefit programs for 2015 and, based upon it analysis of the medical and 
pharmacy insurance marketplace, has recommended that the Borough renew its 
medical and pharmacy plans with Horizon and Benecard respectively for 2015; 

and  
 

WHEREAS, the renewal of the medical and pharmacy plans with Horizon 
and Benecard for 2015 is in the best interests of the Borough and is necessary 
for its efficient operations to the benefit of the Borough’s active employees, 

retired employees, and eligible dependents of active/retired employees; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the award of contracts to Horizon for health benefits and 

Benecard for prescription drug benefits is pursuant to a non-fair and open 
process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, 

Horizon and Benecard are required to complete and submit a Political 
Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certification, certifying that it has not made any reportable contributions to a 
political or candidate committee in the prior year, and that the contract will 

prohibit it from making any reportable contributions through the term of the 
contract;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen and State of New Jersey as follows: 
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 1. That contracts shall be and are hereby awarded to Horizon Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey for health insurance coverage and to Benecard 
Services, Inc. for prescription drug coverage in accordance with proposals 

submitted to Brown & Brown Metro, Inc., expressly subject to and contingent  
 
upon the execution of agreements in form and substance satisfactory to the 

Borough. 
 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute such 
contracts, and such other documents as may be necessary, between the 
Borough and Horizon, and the borough and Benecard, memorializing the scope 

of work and such other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 
 

 3. That the contract awards are expressly subject to the receipt from 
Horizon and Benecard of Political Contribution Disclosure Forms, Stockholder 
Disclosure Certifications, and Business Entity Disclosure Certificates by the 

Borough Clerk and these forms shall be maintained on file in the office of the 
Borough Clerk 
 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, and this 
resolution must be available for public inspection, in accordance with the 

requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that current funds are 

available for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 
 

CA-21 Awarding Contract to ADP Inc., Roseland, New Jersey to Perform 
Services Related to the Provision of Payroll Processing and Preparation of 
Computerized Payroll Records Not to Exceed $54,500.00  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGHOF FORT 
LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL 

ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
retain the services of a licensed accountant to perform services related to the 
provision of payroll processing and preparation of computerized payroll records; 

and 
 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 

services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of ADP, Inc. (“ADP”) 
to perform such professional accounting services in accordance with its 
proposal, dated December 4, 2014, attached hereto; and 
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 WHEREAS, ADP possesses the requisite expertise and skilled personnel 
required to provide professional accounting services to perform services related 
to the provision of payroll processing and preparation of computerized payroll 

records; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional accounting services to ADP in accordance 
with the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the retention of ADP to provide professional accounting 
services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in accordance with the 

provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 
seq.,; and 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, ADP 
is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) days prior to the award of a 

contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution 
Disclosure Form, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any reportable 

contributions to a political or candidate committee in the prior year, and that 
the contract will prohibit it from making any reportable contributions through 
the term of the contract; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, Stockholder 

Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity Disclosure Certificate and the 
certification have previously been submitted by ADP and are maintained on file 
at the office of the Borough Clerk; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 

availability of funds for this purpose; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of professional 

accounting services related to the performance of payroll processing and 
preparation of computerized payroll records is in the best interests of the 
Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, the implementation of this contract is necessary for the 

efficient operation of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

 1. That ADP, Inc., 1 ADP Boulevard, Roseland, New Jersey 07068 shall 
be and is hereby appointed to perform professional accounting services related to 
the performance of payroll processing and preparation of computerized payroll 

records Borough’s payroll records, in accordance with its proposal, dated 
December 4, 2014, attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to 
and contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 

satisfactory to the Borough. 
 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a  
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contract between the Borough and ADP, providing for compensation in an amount 

not to exceed $54,500.00, and further memorializing the scope of work and such 
other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 
 

 3. That upon 80% completion of the accounting work pursuant to this 
contract award, ADP shall provide written notice to the Borough Clerk as to  
 

whether the services will be completed within the budget established herein.  If 
the services are expected to exceed the budget, ADP shall submit a detailed cost 

overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 4. That each firm, consultant and professional appointed hereby is 

specifically placed on notice that they will be required to comply with the 
Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 
 5. That upon execution of such agreement a notice of the contract award 
shall be published, and this resolution and the agreement between the parties 

must be available for public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

CA-22 Awarding Bid to Vanore Electric, Inc.,Teterboro, New Jersey For the  
Installation of a Stand-By Generator and Electrical Modifications at the 
Fort Lee Recreation Center $29,153.00 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION AND INSTALLATION OF A 

STAND-BY GENERATOR AND ELECTRICAL MODIFICATIONS AT THE 
RECREATION CENTER 

 
 WHEREAS,  there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
procure services for the provision and installation of a stand-by generator and 

electrical modifications at the Fort Lee Recreation Center;  and 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the Borough previously 
awarded a contract to Boswell McClave Engineering to provide services as a 
licensed engineer for the preparation of construction plans and specifications, 

and the performance of construction inspection services for the provision and 
installation of a stand-by generator and electrical modifications at the Fort Lee 
Recreation Center; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution and in accordance 

with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision and installation of a stand-by generator and 
electrical modifications at the Fort Lee Recreation Center; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on December 10, 2014, bids were received from the following 

bidders: 
 Vanore Electric, Inc.    $29,153.00 
 Teterboro, NJ 

 
 Envirocon, Inc.     $29,394.00 
 Hackettstown, NJ 

 
 Academy Electrical Contractors  $37,996.00 
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Emerson, NJ 
 

 A.C.I. Electrical Contractors, Inc.  $38,460.00 
 Saddle Brook, NJ 
 

 Post & Kelly Electric, Inc.   $54,000.00 
 Hawthorne, NJ 
 

 CV Electrical Contractors, Inc.   $57,000.00 
 Emerson, NJ 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed the bid submitted by the ostensible 

low bidder, Vanore Electric, Inc. (“Vanore”), and has determined that the bid 

submitted by Vanore is in compliance with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and that Vanore constitutes the lowest responsible and complying 

bidder for the provision and installation of a stand-by generator and electrical 
modifications at the Fort Lee Recreation Center; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and has 
determined that sufficient funds are available to award a contract for the 
provision and installation of a stand-by generator and electrical modifications at 

the Fort Lee Recreation Center; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this contract is 
necessary for its efficient operations;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

 1. That Vanore Electrical, Inc., Teterboro, New Jersey, is the lowest 
responsible and compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for the provision 

and installation of a stand-by generator and electrical modifications at the Fort 
Lee Recreation Center in accordance with the applicable bid documents and 
specifications for the amount of $29,153.00.   

 
 2. That the Chief Financial Officer certifies that funds are available for 

the contract for the provision and installation of a stand-by generator and 
electrical modifications at the Fort Lee Recreation Center. 
 

 3. That the bid security of the remaining bidders be returned in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 
  

 4. That a copy of this resolution, the bid proposals and contract shall 
be maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and made available for public 

inspection.   
 
 5. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 

CA-23 Awarding Bid to Envirocon, Inc., Hackettstown, New Jersey For the 
installation of two Stand-By Generator at the Fort Lee Police Department  

$211,332.00   
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION AND INSTALLATION OF 
TWO GENERATORS AT THE FORT LEE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
procure services for the provision and installation of two stand-by generators at  
 

  



Regular Meeting                                     January 15, 2015 
                                                              Page #23 

 
the Fort Lee Police Department;  and 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough awarded a contract to Boswell McClave Engineering to provide services 

as a licensed engineer for the preparation of construction plans and 
specifications, and the performance of construction inspection services for the 
provision and installation of two stand-by generators at the Fort Lee Police  

Department; and 
 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision and installation of two stand-by generators at the 

Fort Lee Police Department; and 
 

 WHEREAS, on December 10, 2014, bids were received from the following 
bidders: 
 

 Envirocon, Inc.     $211,332.00 
 Hackettstown, NJ 
 

 Hertz Electric, LLC    $231,523.00 
 Elmwood Park, NJ 

 
 Dee-En Electrical Contracting, Inc.  $260,627.00 
 Linden, NJ 

 
 Vanore Electric, Inc.    $266,412.00 
 Teterboro, NJ 

 
 Academy Electrical Contractors  $278,634.00 

 Emerson, NJ 
 
 Fine Wall Corporation    $302,550.00 

 Iselin, NJ 
  

 Post & Kelly Electric, Inc.   $304,600.00 
 Hawthorne, NJ 
 

 A.C.I. Electrical Contractors, Inc.  $319,835.00 
 Saddle Brook, NJ 
 

 CV Electrical Contractors, Inc.   $329,000.00 
 Emerson, NJ 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by the ostensible low 

bidder, Envirocon, Inc., and determined that the bid submitted by Envirocon, 

Inc. is in compliance with the requirements of the Bid Specifications and that 
Envirocon, Inc. constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for  the 

provision and installation of two stand-by generators for the Fort Lee Police 
Department; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and has 
determined that sufficient funds are available to award a contract for the 
provision and installation of two stand-by generators for the Fort Lee Police 

Department; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this contract is 
necessary for its efficient operations;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

 1. That Envirocon, Inc., Hackettstown, New Jersey, is the lowest 
responsible and compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for the provision 

and installation of two stand-by generators for the Fort Lee Police Department in  
 
accordance with the applicable bid documents and specifications for the amount 

of $211,332.00.   
 

 2. That the Chief Financial Officer certifies that funds are available for 
the contract for the provision and installation of two stand-by generators for the 
Fort Lee Police Department. 

 
 3. That the bid security of the remaining bidders be returned in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 

  
 4. That a copy of this resolution, the bid proposals and contract shall 

be maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and made available for public 
inspection.   
 

 5. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 
CA-24 Authorize Re-Appointment of Borough Administrator, Alfred  R. 

Restaino, Jr., One Year Term Effective January 1, 2015, Salary 
$180,000.00 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have re-appointed Alfred R. Restaino, 

Jr. as Borough Administrator for a one year term, with a salary of $180,000-, 

with an effective date retroactive to January 1, 2015; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) and the Borough 
Administrator will negotiate, at arm’s length and with the assistance of an 
attorney of his or its choosing, the terms and conditions of an Employment 

Agreement, a copy of which will be available in the office of the Borough Clerk; 
and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough hereby designate the 
Mayor to execute the said mutually agreeable Employment Agreement on behalf 

of the Borough.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the 
Employment Agreement, between the Borough of Fort Lee and Borough 

Administrator Alfred R. Restaino. 
 
There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the Consent 
Agenda (items CA-1 through CA- 24, except CA-9 was removed for separate vote 
by Councilman Cervieri, CA-11 was removed for separate vote by Councilman 

Sargenti and CA-19 was removed for separate vote by Councilman Cervieri) was 
approved unanimously. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

 
R-CA-11 – Authorize Appointments Full Time Positions Truck Driver – 
General Services Department – Dominick C. Trentacosti and Patrick A. 

Cillo, III, Effective January 19, 2015 
 

Councilman Sargenti recused himself and left the podium on this matter. 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, the 
following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, due to previous retirements in the General Services  
 
Department, the Mayor and Council have determined that the vacancies 

should be filled; and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Dominick C. Trentacosti and Patrick A. Cillo, III be 
appointed to  full time positions of Truck Driver in the General Services 

Department, with an effective date of January 19, 2015; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these appointments shall be provisional 

pending certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 
at an annual salary of $45,370-, at Grade 10, Step A in compliance with the 

Salary Ordinance of the Blue Collar Contract.   
 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasosfsky, Cervieri 
 
ABSENT: Councilman Sargenti 

 
At this point in the meeting Councilman Sargenti returned to the podium. 

 
 
R-CA-19 – Authorizing the Agreement for the Adaptive Traffic Signal 

Control System 
 

Councilman Cervieri recused himself and left the podium on this matter. 
 
Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BY 
AND BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT 

ASSOICATES, LLC, AND TDC FORT LEE, LLC FOR IMPLEMENTATION, 
INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF AN ADAPTIVE SIGNAL 
CONTROL SYSTEM  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”), in accordance with the 

requirements of the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et 

seq., has designated a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough, constituting 
approximately 16 acres, as an area in need of redevelopment, and as such was 

named Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly border 

Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at Main Street, with the  
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approximate eastern border of the area being Central Road, and the approximate 

westerly border being Lemoine Avenue; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 duly adopted by the 

Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough approved a Redevelopment Plan for 
Redevelopment Area 5 and amended the zoning map of the Borough to incorporate 
that area; and  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 duly adopted by the 

Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough authorized an amendment to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 

 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the Redevelopment Area 
5, the Borough Planning Board approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 

into two lots for financing purposes only: one to the east of Martha Washington 
Way (“East Parcel”) and constituting Block 4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, 
Lot 1.02); and the second parcel (“West Parcel”) constituting Block 4801, Lot 1 

(now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); and  
 
 WHEREAS, Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates (“FLRA”) and its affiliate, 

Fort Lee Phase II Owners LLC, are the owners of certain property designated as 
Block 4851.04, Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 (formerly designated as Block 4851, Lots 1.02, 2 

and 3, and Parcels 4 and 5A), commonly known as 100 and 800 Martha 
Washington Way (a/k/a Park Avenue) located in Redevelopment Area 5; and 
 

WHEREAS, TDC Fort Lee, LLC ("TDC”) is the owner of certain lands being 
known as Block 4851.01, Lot 1 and Block 48501.03, Lot 1, and was the owner 
of Block 4851.02, Lot 1 (collectively formerly known as Block 4851, Lots 1.01 

and 4) commonly known as 2019-2059 Hudson Street, 2062 Lemoine Avenue, 
and 2000-2060 Hudson Street (formerly known as 2018-2038 Lemoine Avenue 

and 179 Main Street) located in Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined, as part of the redevelopers’ land 

use applications, that the designated traffic signals should be upgraded and has 
required the redevelopers’ plans for the project to include an upgrade to certain 

roadways to provide for adaptive traffic signal controls; and 
 

WHEREAS, the resolutions previously adopted by the Borough Planning 

Board – Application No. 3-12 (FLRA) and Application No. 5-12 (TDC) - condition 
the approvals on the redevelopers providing funding for adaptive signal control 
upgrades; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has required the redevelopers to pay the fair 

share cost of the design, implementation, and installation of the adaptive traffic 
signal control system; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has retained Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc. to 
design the improvements and coordinate the implementation, installation, 

maintenance and operation of the adaptive traffic signal control system; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has agreed to cooperate and facilitate the design, 

implementation, and installation of the adaptive traffic signal control system and 
wishes to endorse the project and road improvements pursuant to resolutions 
previously adopted by the Borough Planning Board; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough, TDC, and Fort Lee Phase I Owner LLC (as  
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successor by assignment and assumption from FLRA) have completed 

negotiations on the terms of an agreement for the design, implementation, and 
installation of the adaptive traffic signal control system and the Borough wishes 
to approve and authorize the execution of the agreement; and 

 
WHEREAS, the agreement for the design, implementation, and installation 

of the adaptive traffic signal control system is in the best interests of the 

Borough and is necessary for its efficient operations;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council 
that it hereby that it hereby approves and authorizes the execution of the 
“Agreement Between the Borough of Fort Lee, Fort Lee Redevelopment  

 
Associates, LLC, and TDC Fort Lee, LLC with Respect to the Adaptive Traffic 

Signal Control System.”  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to execute the “Agreement Between the Borough of Fort Lee, 
Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC, and TDC Fort Lee, LLC with Respect to 
the Adaptive Traffic Signal Control System” attached hereto in substantially 

similar form, to effectuate the design, implementation, and installation of the 
adaptive traffic signal control system, subject to final review and approval by the 

Borough Attorney as to legal form and content. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  
 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasosfsky 

 
ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 

Councilman Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the meeting. 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, the 
following Resolution: 
  

R-1 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering, South 
Hackensack, New Jersey to Serve as the Borough’s Traffic Engineer for 
2015 (As-Needed Basis) 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGHOF FORT LEE 

AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL TRAFFIC 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
retain the services of a licensed engineer to provide professional traffic 

engineering consulting services on an as-needed basis to the Borough’s during 
2015; and 
 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 

services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for Qualifications on 
November 26, 2014, soliciting proposals for the performance of professional 
traffic engineering services to the Borough during 2015, and received proposals 

on December 17, 2014; and 
 

WHEREAS, the professional traffic engineering services to be performed 
by the selected respondent are professional services and this contract was 
awarded without competitive bidding, but pursuant to a “fair and open process,” 

as a “professional service” pursuant to and in accordance with the Local Public  
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 

requires that the resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding for 

professional services and the contract itself must be available for public 
inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Boswell McClave 
Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such professional traffic engineering services 

in accordance with its Qualification Statement submitted in response to the 
Borough public solicitation of proposals on November 26, 2014; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide the professional traffic engineering services 
required by the Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for 

professional traffic engineering services to Boswell in accordance with the 
procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and  

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough solicited qualification statements from 

engineering firms in response to the Borough’s Request for Qualifications 
pursuant to the “State Pay to Play” Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., and has 

determined that the performance by Boswell of professional traffic engineering 
services on an as-needed basis will be the most advantageous to the Borough, 
all relevant factors considered; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional traffic engineering services is 
awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that funds are available for this 

purpose, and 
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WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract for professional traffic 

engineering services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Boswell McClave Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue, South 

Hackensack, New Jersey, shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 
traffic engineering services on an as-needed basis on behalf of the Borough, in 
accordance with its Qualification Statement submitted in response to the 

Borough’s public solicitation issued on November 26, 2014, which proposal is 
attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 
 2. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it will be required 
to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 
 3. That a notice of this contract award shall be published in accordance 
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 

 
 4. That the Mayor is authorized and directed, in accordance with the 

provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to cause this Resolution and the contract 
awarded hereto to be filed and available for inspection at the offices of the Borough 
Clerk. 

 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required.  
  

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 

R-2 -Awarding Contract to Remington, Vernick & Arango Engineers, 
Secaucus, New Jersey to Serve as the Borough’s Traffic Engineer for 2015 

(As-Needed Basis) 
 
Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL 

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
retain the services of a licensed engineer to provide professional traffic 
engineering consulting services on an as-needed basis to the Borough’s during 

2015; and 
 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 

services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for Qualifications on 

November 26, 2014, soliciting proposals for the performance of professional 

traffic engineering services to the Borough during 2015, and received proposals 
on December 17, 2014; and 

 
WHEREAS, the professional traffic engineering services to be performed 

by the selected respondent are professional services and this contract was 

awarded without competitive bidding, but pursuant to a “fair and open process,” 
as a “professional service” pursuant to and in accordance with the Local Public 

Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 

requires that the resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding for 
professional services and the contract itself must be available for public 
inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Remington, 

Vernick & Arango Engineers (“RVA”) to perform such professional traffic 
engineering services in accordance with its Qualification Statement submitted in 
response to the Borough public solicitation of proposals on November 26, 2014; 

and 
 
 WHEREAS, RVA possesses the requisite expertise and skilled personnel 

required to provide the professional traffic engineering services required by the 
Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for 
professional traffic engineering services to RVA in accordance with the 

procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and  

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 
Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough solicited qualification statements from 

engineering firms in response to the Borough’s Request for Qualifications 
pursuant to the “State Pay to Play” Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., and has 
determined that the performance by RVA of professional traffic engineering 

services on an as-needed basis will be the most advantageous to the Borough, 
all relevant factors considered; and 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional traffic engineering services is 

awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that funds are available for this  
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purpose, and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract for professional traffic 
engineering services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Borough; 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Remington, Vernick & Arango Engineers, 232 Kings Highway 
East, Haddonfield, New Jersey, shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional traffic engineering services on an as-needed basis on behalf of the 
Borough, in accordance with its Qualification Statement submitted in response 

to the Borough’s public solicitation issued on November 26, 2014, which 
Qualification Statement is attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

 2. That RVA is specifically placed on notice that it will be required to  
 
comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 
 3. That a notice of this contract award shall be published in accordance 

with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 
 
 4. That the Mayor is authorized and directed, in accordance with the 

provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to cause this Resolution and the contract 
awarded hereto to be filed and available for inspection at the offices of the Borough 
Clerk. 

 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required.  

  
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 

 
R-3 - Awarding Contract to Paul Phillips of the Firm Phillips Preiss Grygiel 
LLC, Hoboken, New Jersey, to Serve as the Borough’s Planner for 2015 – 

Fee Not to Exceed $42,750.00  
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGHOF FORT LEE 

AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL PLANNING 
SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
retain the services of a licensed planner; and 

 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 

profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 
services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for Qualifications on 
November 26, 2014, soliciting proposals for the performance of professional 
planning services to the Borough during 2015, and received proposals on 

December 17, 2014; and 
 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Phillips Preiss 
Shapiro Associates, Inc. (“Phillips”) to perform such professional planning 
services in accordance with its Qualification Statement submitted in response to 

the Borough public solicitation of proposals on November 26, 2014 and attached 
hereto; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Phillips possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional planning services required by the 

Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough solicited qualification statements for professional 

planning services in response to the Borough’s Request for Qualifications and 
has determined that the performance by Phillips of professional planning 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 
considered; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for 
professional planning services to Phillips in accordance with the procedures 
mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 
Pay to Play” Law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional planning services to be 
performed by Phillips is awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process in 

accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.4 et seq.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that funds are available for this 
purpose, and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Phillips for the 
provision of professional planning services is in the best interests of the Borough 

and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of 
the Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Fort Lee, in the 
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc., 33-41 Newark Street, 

Hoboken, New Jersey,  shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 
planning services on behalf of the Borough, in accordance with its Qualification 
Statement submitted in response to the Borough’s public solicitation issued on 

November 26, 2014, which proposal is attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
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 2. That Phillips is specifically placed on notice that it will be required 
to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in accordance 
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 
 4. That the Mayor is authorized and directed, in accordance with the 

provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to cause this Resolution for the award of 
the contract to be filed and available for inspection at the offices of the Borough 
Clerk. 

 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 

R-4 -Awarding Contract to Administrative Purchasing Consultants, P.O. Box  
1159, Fort Lee, New Jersey, as the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant for 

2015 - $50,000.00 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO ADMINISTRATIVE PURCHASING  
CONSULTANTS FOR THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL PURCHASING  

CONSULTING SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain the services of a purchasing 

consultant to conduct procurements of goods and services on behalf of the 
Borough during 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 
WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 

are to be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of said 

services requires knowledge of an advanced type in a field of learning acquired 
by a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for Qualifications on 

November 26, 2014, soliciting proposals for the performance of purchasing 
consulting services to the Borough during 2015, and received proposals on 
December 17, 2014; and 

 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Administrative 
Purchasing Consultants (“APC”) to perform such purchasing consulting services 

in accordance with its Qualification Statement submitted in response to the 
Borough public solicitation of proposals on November 26, 2014 and attached 

hereto; and 
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WHEREAS, the purchasing consulting services to be performed by APC 

are professional services and this contract was awarded without competitive 

bidding as a “professional service” pursuant to and in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, APC is qualified and experienced in providing professional 
purchasing consulting services; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open 

process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A:20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough solicited qualified statements from firms in 

response to the Borough’s Request for Qualifications pursuant to the “State Pay 
to Play” law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1, et seq., and previously determined that 

retaining the purchasing consulting services of APC was advantageous to the 
Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 
requires that the resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding for 
professional services and the contract itself must be available for public 

inspection; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined that funds are 
available for this purpose; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award of this contract is necessary for the Borough’s 
efficient operation; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Administrative Purchasing Consultants, P.O. Box 1159, Fort 
Lee, New Jersey 07024,  shall be and is hereby appointed to perform purchasing 

consulting services on behalf of the Borough, in accordance with its Qualification 
Statement submitted in response to the Borough’s public solicitation issued on 

November 26, 2014, which proposal is attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
2. That the Borough shall pay the annual amount of $50,000 to APC 

for purchasing consulting services upon submission by Consultants to the 
Borough of a monthly written statement in the form of a duly verified voucher, 
setting forth the nature of the services rendered and the amount due for same. 

 
 3. That the Borough Attorney is hereby directed to prepare a contract 

purchasing consulting services and compensation as authorized herein and the 
Mayor and Clerk are authorized to execute the contract.  
 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer certifies that funds are available for 
the contract for professional purchasing consulting services.  

 
 5. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in accordance 
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
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 6. That the Mayor is authorized and directed, in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to cause this Resolution and the contract 
to be filed and available for inspection at the offices of the Borough Clerk. 

 
 7. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 

R-5A, 5B, 5C, Awarding Contracts to Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie,  
L.L.P, & Werner Suarez & Moran, LLC, & Choi & Associates to Serve as 

Conflict Counsels on As-Needed Basis for 2015 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 

the following Resolutions: 
 
5- A- RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
LEGAL SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 

retain the services of a licensed attorney to provide professional legal services as 

conflict counsel on an as-needed basis to the Borough’s during 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 

shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 

services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for Qualifications on 
November 26, 2014, soliciting proposals for the performance of professional legal 
services to the Borough during 2015, and received proposals on December 17, 

2014; and 
 

WHEREAS, the professional legal services as conflict counsel to be 
performed by the selected respondent are professional services and this contract 
was awarded without competitive bidding, but pursuant to a “fair and open 

process,” as a “professional service” pursuant to and in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 

requires that the resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding for 

professional services and the contract itself must be available for public 
inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Gittleman, 
Muhlstock & Chewcaskie, LLP (“Gittleman”) to perform such professional legal 

services as conflict counsel in accordance with its Qualification Statement  
  



Regular Meeting                                     January 15, 2015 
                                                              Page #36 

 
submitted in response to the Borough public solicitation of qualification 

statements on November 26, 2014; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Gittleman possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide the professional legal services required by the 
Borough; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for 
professional legal services as conflict counsel to Gittleman in accordance with 

the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 
Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough solicited qualification statements from law firms 

in response to the Borough’s Request for Qualifications pursuant to the “State 

Pay to Play” Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., and has determined that the 
performance by Gittleman of professional legal services as conflict counsel on an 

as-needed basis will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant 
factors considered; and 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution  
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional legal services is awarded 

pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that funds are available for this 
purpose, and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract for professional legal 
services is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

1. That Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie, LLP, 2200 Fletcher 
Avenue, 9W Office Center, Fort Lee, New Jersey, shall be and is hereby appointed 
to perform professional legal services as conflict counsel on an as-needed basis on 

behalf of the Borough, in accordance with its Qualification Statement submitted 
in response to the Borough’s public solicitation issued on November 26, 2014, 
which Qualification Statement is attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 
 2. That Gittleman is specifically placed on notice that it will be 

required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of this contract award shall be published in accordance 

with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 
 

 4. That the Mayor is authorized and directed, in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to cause this Resolution and the contract 
awarded hereto to be filed and available for inspection at the offices of the  
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Borough Clerk. 

 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required.  
 

5-B- RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
LEGAL SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 

retain the services of a licensed attorney to provide professional legal services as 
conflict counsel on an as-needed basis to the Borough’s during 2015; and 
 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 

profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 
services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for Qualifications on  

November 26, 2014, soliciting proposals for the performance of professional legal 

services to the Borough during 2015, and received proposals on December 17, 
2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the professional legal services as conflict counsel to be 
performed by the selected respondent are professional services and this contract 

was awarded without competitive bidding, but pursuant to a “fair and open 
process,” as a “professional service” pursuant to and in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 

requires that the resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding for 
professional services and the contract itself must be available for public 
inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Werner, Suarez & 
Moran, LLC (“Werner”) to perform such professional legal services as conflict 

counsel in accordance with its Qualification Statement submitted in response to 
the Borough public solicitation of qualification statements on November 26, 

2014; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Werner possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide the professional legal services required by the 
Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for 
professional legal services as conflict counsel to Werner in accordance with the 

procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and  
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 
Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough solicited qualification statements from law firms 
in response to the Borough’s Request for Qualifications pursuant to the “State 
Pay to Play” Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., and has determined that the 

performance by Werner of professional legal services as conflict counsel on an 
as-needed basis will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant 
factors considered; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional legal services is awarded 
pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local 

Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that funds are available for this 

purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract for professional legal 

services is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 
contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
1. That Werner, Suarez & Moran, LLC, One University Plaza, Suite 117, 

Hackensack, New Jersey, shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 

legal services as conflict counsel on an as-needed basis on behalf of the Borough, 
in accordance with its Qualification Statement submitted in response to the 

Borough’s public solicitation issued on November 26, 2014, which Qualification 
Statement is attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

 2. That Werner is specifically placed on notice that it will be required 
to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 
 3. That a notice of this contract award shall be published in accordance 
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 

 
 4. That the Mayor is authorized a contract, and directed, in accordance 
with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to cause this Resolution and the 

contract awarded hereto to be filed and available for inspection at the offices of the 
Borough Clerk. 

 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required.  
 

5-C - RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
LEGAL SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 

retain the services of a licensed attorney to provide professional legal services as 

conflict counsel on an as-needed basis to the Borough’s during 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same  

 
 

  



Regular Meeting                                     January 15, 2015 
                                                              Page #39 

 
 

shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized  
 
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 

services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for Qualifications on 
November 26, 2014, soliciting proposals for the performance of professional legal 

services to the Borough during 2015, and received proposals on December 17, 
2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the professional legal services as conflict counsel to be 
performed by the selected respondent are professional services and this contract 
was awarded without competitive bidding, but pursuant to a “fair and open 

process,” as a “professional service” pursuant to and in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 

requires that the resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding for 

professional services and the contract itself must be available for public 
inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of John H. Bang, 
Esq., of The Choi Law Group, LLC (“Bang”) to perform such professional legal  

services as conflict counsel in accordance with its Qualification Statement 
submitted in response to the Borough public solicitation of qualification 
statements on November 26, 2014; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Bang possesses the requisite expertise and skilled personnel 

required to provide the professional legal services required by the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for 

professional legal services as conflict counsel to Bang in accordance with the 
procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and  

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough solicited qualification statements from law firms 

in response to the Borough’s Request for Qualifications pursuant to the “State 
Pay to Play” Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., and has determined that the 

performance by Bang of professional legal services as conflict counsel on an as-
needed basis will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 
considered; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
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WHEREAS, the contract for professional legal services is awarded 
pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that funds are available for this 
purpose, and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract for professional legal 

services is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 
contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
1. That John H. Bang of The Choi Law Group, LLC, 100 Challenger 

Road, Suite 302, Ridgefield Park, New Jersey, shall be and is hereby appointed to 

perform professional legal services as conflict counsel on an as-needed basis on 
behalf of the Borough, in accordance with its Qualification Statement submitted 
in response to the Borough’s public solicitation issued on November 26, 2014, 

which Qualification Statement is attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

 2. That Bang is specifically placed on notice that it will be required to 
comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 

 3. That a notice of this contract award shall be published in accordance 
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 
 

 4. That the Mayor is authorized and directed, in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to cause this Resolution and the contract 

awarded hereto to be filed and available for inspection at the offices of the Borough 
Clerk. 
 

5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required.  
 

 The Resolutions were approved on the following roll call: 
 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 
 
R-6 -Awarding Contract to Brown & Brown Metro, Inc., Florham Park, New 

Jersey to serve the Health Benefits Consultant   
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 
professional services of a Health Benefits Consultant for the year 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from 

certain requirements of public bidding provided a notice of the appointment be 

printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the “State 
Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” 
process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Brown and Brown Metro, Inc., possess the requisite expertise 
and skilled personnel required to provide professional risk management services 

required by the Borough; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Brown and 

Brown Metro, Inc, health benefits consulting services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Brown and Brown Metro, Inc., 
to serve as the Borough’s Health Benefits Consultant for the year 2015; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration Certificate 
and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the firm prior to entering into 

a contract, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Brown and Brown 
Metro, Inc., for the provision of health benefits consulting services is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 
the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that said Health Benefits Consulting Services be and is  

hereby appointed for the year 2015 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Health Benefits 
Consulting Services for the year 2015 shall be paid in the manner set forth in 
NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be 

entered into between the parties; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice 

of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days after passage hereof. 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 

 
R-7 -Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to McNerney and Associates, 
Glen Rock, New Jersey for the Provision of Appraisal Services for 2015 

 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, the 
following Resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT  
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LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FORTHE PROVISION OF  

PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the services of a 

licensed appraiser to provide professional appraisal services related to 
complaints filed with the Tax Court in 2015 challenging the Borough’s total 
assessment for individual properties; and 

 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 

shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 
services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 

a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert McNerney 

of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such professional appraisal 
services from time to time as the need arises; and 

 
 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional appraisal services related to the 

preparation of appraisals with regard to the properties that are the subject of 
Tax Court challenges; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to McNerney in 

accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional appraisal 

services is pursuant to a “non-fair and open” process in accordance with the 
provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, 
McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) days prior to the 

award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business 
Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any reportable 

contributions to a political or candidate committee in the prior year, and that 
the contract will prohibit it from making any reportable contributions through 

the term of the contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, Stockholder  
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Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity Disclosure Certificate have been  

submitted by McNerney and shall be placed and maintained on file at the office 
of the Borough Clerk; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney on an as needed basis shall be 
according to proposals for each individual matter as approved by the Mayor and 
Council; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for professional appraisal services is 

in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 
necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 07452 
shall be and is hereby appointed, pursuant to a “non-fair and open” process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, to 
perform professional appraisal services on an as needed, subject to the submittal 
of proposals for each individual matter and the approval of the Mayor and Council. 

 
 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it will be 

required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975, c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of this contract award shall be published, and this 

resolution must be available for public inspection, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law. 
 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 
 

 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Pohan- “The Fort Lee Film Commission will hold its Annual 
John Barrymore Birthday Fundraiser on February 15th at 6 p.m. at the 
Santorini Taverna Restaurant at 2020 Central Road, a half a block from 

where John Barrymore made his stage debut as an 18 year old Fort Lee 
resident in 1900. 

 
 "The event will be kicked off with a wreath laying on John Barrymore Way, 
on the corner of Main Street and Central Road, at 6 p.m., followed by a buffet 

dinner with soft drinks and a cash bar at Santorini Taverna. 
  

"This event will include a special sneak preview of the new Fort Lee 
Film Commission documentary on Fort Lee Film History, “The Champion”, a 
story of America’s first film town. 

 
 "Tickets are limited to the first 50 and sell on a first come/first serve 
basis.  Tickets are $30.00 each and checks can be made out to the  
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Fort Lee Film Commission. 

 
 "So that’s 6 p.m., February 15th, the Santorini Taverna.  And from 
everything I’ve read, John Barrymore would have very much liked the 

Santorini Taverna as he liked all tavernas.” 
   
Councilman Sohmer- “I’d like to congratulate the newly made police officers 

and the newly elected chiefs and their subsidiaries of the Fort Lee Fire 
Department. 

 

 "If you didn’t tune in before, our Fire Department had to run out to a fire 
right in the middle of this.  So, I mean they’re a great bunch of guys and 

ladies.  They’re just a terrific, terrific group and congratulations to them all. 

 

 "And I’d like to announce that there’s Emergency Services Blood Drive.  
Fire Department asked me to let everybody know.  It’s on Friday, January 
23rd, 2 to 8 p.m., at the Recreation Center in Fort Lee, 1500 8th Street in Fort 

Lee. 

 

 "So if you can give blood, come on down and give a drop.  They say every 

drop counts; give blood today.  So, it’s a pretty important thing. 

 

 "I’d also like to announce that we had a wedding this past Sunday at the 
Fort Lee Museum.   

  

"But, yeah, it was a nice thing and they -- they really had a great time 
there.  Just a little ceremony.  Somebody who just joined the Historic Society; 
they wanted to get married in the Museum and it was really nice. 

 

 "I’d like to announce also, Fort Lee Arts and Music Fest, June 7th, is 

coming up quick.  June 7th.  Call for vendors and art -- and artists.  It’s the 
Fort Lee Arts and Music Festival. 

 

 "Again, it’s Sunday, June 7th.  Mark your calendars.  It’s a great -- usually 
a great day for all.  There will be Harley Davidson bike show and rides, 

attractions for the kids, as we always do. 

 "If you’d like to be a vendor, the deadline for application is May 29th.  
There’s a $75.00 fee payable to the Borough of Fort Lee for each space.  So, 

it’s for the Arts and Music Festival. 

 

 "And if you need more assistance, call the Fort Lee Office of Cultural and 

Heritage Affairs, 201-592-3663.  He can give you more information. 

 

 "The Fort Lee Museum and the Historic Society’s current exhibit, Welcome 
to Coytsville, is still on.  It runs through and up to February 1st.  Then we’re 
going to change it. 

 

 "If you haven’t seen all this from Fort Lee, Coytsville Section, they have a 

lot of artifacts up there for you.  And that Museum is open on Wednesday 
nights and it’s open Saturday and Sunday from 12 to 4 in the afternoon.  So 
if you can get there, that’s great.  
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"The next exhibit is going to be a Fox Studio Centennial from Fort Lee, 
New Jersey to Century City, California.  And it covers from 1915 through 

2015.  It’s a hundred year anniversary there.  So, that’s going to come up.  
That’s going to start on March 1st I believe.  So, everybody will enjoy that.  So 
come and see. 

 "And, as the Mayor said, if you don’t find anything in Fort Lee every day, 
you’re not looking for it.” 

 
Councilman Suh – “I’d just like to take this opportunity to thank the five 
new police officers for joining the force.  And look forward to seeing them and 

working with them. 

  

"Thank you to all the Fire volunteers.  And the two new applicants for 
the firefighters, Paul and Patrick, thank you for joining the force. 

  "These guys work hard and diligently and we had their promotions 

today and I’d like to thank all of them for all of their hard work as well.” 

  

Councilman Sargenti- “As Harvey and Peter has so eloquently put it, I just 

say congratulations to all the new police officers, as well as all the new 
firemen -- fire people.  And also to all -- congratulations all the elected 

firemen tonight. 

 

 "May God bless you and may 2015 be your guide.” 

 
Councilwoman Kasofsky- “I, too, want to wish a warm welcome and 
congratulations to the new policemen and to the firemen. 

 

 "On a health note, the Fort Lee Health Department is doing their Annual 

Biggest Loser Campaign as part of the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign." 

 

 Mayor Sokolich:  "I’m going to win that, Ila.  I lost 45 pounds." 

  

Councilwoman Kasofsky:  "Boy.  

 

 "We’re going have it March 4th, which is a Wednesday.  Last year we had 
standing room only at the Library, so we’re now using the Rec Center.  We’re 

going to have eight weeks.  

 "Last year it was great.  We had Club Metro there.  We had Whole Foods.  
We had a nutritionist.  And I think the combined weight loss was about 350 

pounds. 
 

"Join us at the Rec Center, Wednesday, March 4th, and we’re going to be 
together for eight Wednesday nights.  The Biggest Loser.” 
 

Councilman Cervieri- “I’d also like to thank those newly hired police officers, 
as well as all those in the -- in the Fire Department.  I wish you the best of 

luck in performing your duties and thank you for your service.  And I also 
pray for another safe year for our -- for all of our emergency services. 

 "Thank you so much, Mayor.” 
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MAYOR’S CLOSING STATEMENT 

 

 “Ila, on the weight loss, just one quick thought.  I was watching TV.  There’s 
someone that lost weight -- or she purpose-- the person -- the woman 

purposely gains weight and now is losing weight to show that it could be 
done.  I mean to make the point that it’s not a difficult thing and anybody 
can gain weight and lose weight; I find it to be absolutely ridiculous to make 

that statement. 

 

 "I mean there are so many different roadblocks ahead of you when you 
lose weight.  Sometimes it’s physical; whether it’s emotional, whether it’s 
psychological, whatever it might be, it’s always a challenge.  And it’s a great 

thing. 

 

 "And I don’t appreciate that person that she did that as if to say it’s so 
easy; it is not.  It is not.  I don’t care who you are.  And some folks just 
simply can’t, quite frankly, right? 

 

 "Number one. 

 

 "Number two, I join in the governing body’s congratulations and 
welcoming aboard of our five new officers.  This is a very exciting time for Fort 

Lee and for them.  As well as the new officers in our Volunteer Fire 
Department or their -- their elevation to their new offices I should say.  

  

 "And I also want to congratulate all the officers that have retired that were 
acknowledged on our agenda -- which I’m looking for now. 

 

 "But just a quick shout out to Police Officer Kevin Kosuda, Police Officer 
Ira Haas, Police Officer Robert Eager. 

 

 "Also, congratulations to Ken Stengel who’s retired from the Borough.  
Karl Caccavone, who’s retired from the Borough.  Fort Lee Police Officer -- 

and we congratulated the officers. 

 

 "You talk -- that was about 200 years of service to the Fort Lee -- to Fort 
Lee out of that group.  And I was asked at the end to specifically congratulate 
all of them, so thank you.  And let’s have a great 2015. 

 

 "And I just want to end by saying my service with this body is probably the 
greatest accomplishment in my life.  And I mean that and I respect each and 

every one of you. 

 

 "Sometimes you all drive me crazy and I want to -- but other than that I 
love you dearly and let’s have a great ’15, Fort Lee deserves it.” 

 

 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for 
discussion. 

 
 There being no public discussion, on motion by Councilman Cervieri, 
seconded by Councilman Sargenti, the public participation portion of the 

meeting was closed. 
 

 
 At this point in the meeting Borough Clerk Rosario read the following 
closed session resolution into the record. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

that: 
 
 1.  This body shall hereafter discuss in closed session, pursuant to 

Section 7B of the Open Public Meetings Act, certain items which may generally 
be described as follows: 
 

“Contract Negotiations” 
 

 2.  The minutes of the discussion in closed session may be disclosed to 
the public when the Mayor and Council has determined that the need for 
confidentiality has been satisfied. 

 
 The open portion of the executive session will resume upon completion of 
the closed portion.  

 
Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 
Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 
 

The Governing Body entered into closed session at 8:40 P.M. 

   
 At this point in the meeting at 8:50 p.m. the Governing Body re-entered 

into open session, there being no further discussion, on motion by Councilman 
Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the meeting was adjourned with no 
objections at 8:52 p.m.  

 
 

 
 
       ________________________                        

                                      Evelyn Rosario, RMC 
                                       Municipal Clerk 
 

  



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

                             Thursday, February 12, 2015 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 
                      Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 

                      J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

 
MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 
provided in the following manner: 
 

 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 
regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 

forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 

Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 
THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk.   

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and 

carried unanimously, the minutes of the November 13, 2014 Regular Meeting 
were approved. 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and 
carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 11, 2014 Executive Session 

were approved. 
 

PROCLAMATION 

“Keys to the City” – Tak Furumoto 
 

Mayor Sokolich asked Mr. and Mrs. Tak Furumoto to come forward and 
presented the following “Proclamation and Keys to the City” Mr. Takeshi “Tak” 
Furumoto.  Mayor Sokolich read the following proclamation.  

 
WHEREAS, Takeshi “Tak” and Carolyn Furumoto began Furumoto 

Realty at their basement office at 1495 Palisade Avenue, Fort Lee in the Summer 
of 1974; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Tak had PTSD when he came back from Vietnam in February 
of 1971 and was later diagnosed with Agent Orange; Tak was decorated with a 
Bronze Star Medal in Duc Hue (next to Cuchi), Hau Nghia Province (adjacent to 

Cambodian border) in Vietnam; and, 
 

WHEREAS, Tak was District Intelligence and Operation Coordination 
Center Officer, 1st Lieutenant, and also was involved with “Phoenix” program 
(CIA sponsored counter intelligent service); and, 
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WHEREAS, Tak married his lovely wife Carolyn one year after he returned 
from Vietnam and she supported Tak during the hard times in the early 1970’s 
and because of her loving support, Tak overcame PTSD many years later; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Furumoto Realty was the first Japanese American Real Estate 

Firm in the entire East Coast and recently celebrated their 40th Year Anniversary 

on October 26, 2014 and over three hundred clients and friends, including 
Mayor Mark J. Sokolich of Fort Lee, joined them at a celebration acknowledging 

their success in their offices in Fort Lee, Manhattan, White Plains and Tokyo, 
Japan, with forty active sales associates.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich and 
the Borough Council of the Borough of Fort Lee declare today, Thursday,   

February 12, 2015 “Takeshi “Tak” Furumoto Day” in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, and wish to present Takeshi with a Key to the City to recognize his many 
years of service in the Borough and wish both him and his wife, Carolyn, all the 

happiness and health for many years to come.   
 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 

Ord. #2015-7-Amending Chapter 293 Entitled “Parks and Recreation” 
Article II, Regulations – Ice Skate Park 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and 
carried, Ord. #2015-7 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 293 
PARKS AND RECREATION, ARTICLE II, REGULATIONS, OF THE REVISED 

GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE” was introduced 
and passed on first reading. 

 
The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 12, 2015. 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 
 
Ord. #2015-8--Amending Chapter 328 Entitled “Restaurants” Article 1 Outdoor 

Cafes – Prohibited Smoking 
 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and 

carried, Ord. #2015-8 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, 

NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 328 RESTAURANTS, ARTICLE I 
OUTDOOR CAFES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 

 
The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 12, 2015. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

Ord. #2015-2--Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69, Schedule XXIII 
– Handicapped Parking Space at 2056 Edwin Avenue  
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-2 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 

388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, ENTITLED “HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer. 

 
Councilman Cervieri stated that the resident was seeking to have the 

handicapped space placed at the far end of their property, which would enable 

them to pull directly into the parking space.  The ordinance description if 
necessary should be amended to reflect that the space is being moved back 40 

feet or two (2) parking spaces further to the east.  
 
Mr. Cohen stated that it’s a minor amendment and that we can move 

forward with adopting.   
 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted subject to the minor amendment requested to be 

incorporated by Councilman Cervieri on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

Ord. #2015-3--Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-12 for Department  
Heads for 2013-2016 – Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer, Tax Collector and 

Director of DPW 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-3 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-12 – 

SALARIES AND WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS, CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER/TREASURER, TAX COLLECTOR AND DIRECTOR FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR 2015-2016.” 

 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer. 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 
Ord. #2015-4--Amending Salary Ordinance #2013-15 Salaries and Wages for 
White Collar Employees – Administrative Secretary and Senior Clerk Typist 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-4 

entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2013-15 – 
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES – ADMINISTRATIVE 

SECRETARY SENIOR CLERK TYPIST AND SUPERVISING CLERK TYPIST FOR 
2013-2016.” 
 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on  
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motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 
Ord. #2015-5--Amending Salary Ordinance #2014-1 for Department Heads 
for 2015- Borough Administrator  

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-5 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2014-1 SALARIES 
AND WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS, BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR, 

BOROUGH CLERK, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER, TAX COLLECTOR, 
TREASURER, TAX ASSESSOR AND CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES FOR 
2013-2016.” 

 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 
Ord. #2015-6--Amending Chapter 90, Section 1A, Police Department 
Formation and Rank 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-6 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 90 SECTION 2, POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, FORMATION AND RANK, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 

Public Hearing and Adoption  
2015 Borough of Fort Lee  

Special Improvement District Budget 
 

Mayor Sokolich stated that Fort Lee is going through a complete capital 

improvement of Main Street.  There is a lot of construction going on as a result 
of the new force main, new utilities, fiber optics along with many other things 

that are going below ground.  The Governing Body back then realized this would 
be a perfect opportunity to beautify Main Street, as the infrastructure 
replacement was in process. Upon completion a crew would follow for  
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beautification including everything from massaging of Main St.   

 
He stated that in 2014 there was a budget and that budget was not 

expended entirely by the Alliance simply because a lot of the things they want to 

implement will be implemented and investments will be made on Main Street.  
 

Since Main Street is undergoing construction, sound accounting and fiscal 

management dictated that those funds that were not expended recklessly in 
2014 be moved into the 2015 budget.   

 
In closing, he stated that there has been no assessment increase 

concerning the 2015 Special Improvement District (SID) budget.   

 
Clerk Rosario read the following Budget Adoption Resolution: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the total amount to be raised by the Special 

Improvement District tax is anticipated to be $349,245.00.  The total 

anticipated general appropriations for 2015 at adoption is $673,245.00. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Borough of 

Fort Lee does hereby adopt the following as the Fort Lee Special Improvement 
District Budget for year 2015 (Available in the office of the Borough Clerk) 

 
On Motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 

the public hearing concerning the 2015 Special Improvement Budget was 

opened. 
 
Public Comments: 

 
Gary Schwartz, 2175 Hudson Terrace, Asked where the money was 

coming from. 
 

Mayor Sokolich, responded and stated that the money is coming from an 

assessment that is imposed upon the property owners that are within the 
district.   

It does not impact nor does it cost any money for the other tax payers that 
are outside the district.  The way the statute is written and what the purpose of 
all of this is to establish effectively a Board of Directors whose sole mission is to 

collect the funds from the properties within the district along with expending 
dollar for dollar back into the district.  This would include improvements to the 
district such as curbing, vegetation, safety and cleanliness.      

 
Mr. Schwartz asked how many members are on the Board. 

 
Mayor Sokolich responded and stated there are fifteen (15) members on 

the Special Improvement District (SID) Board. 

 
Mr. Schwartz asked if they are a paid board. 

 
Mayor Sokolich stated that are not a paid board. 

 

Mr. Schwartz asked if there is a staff on the Special Improvement District 
(SID) Board. 
 

Mayor Sokolich stated the staff consists of Mr. Stuart Koperweis, 
Executive Director of the Special Improvement District (SID.)  

 
He stated that because they are fiduciaries for public funds they must 

follow the law such as establishment of a tax exempt organization.  The statute 

prescribes the type of person that can qualify as a board member, for example  
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there are a certain number of members that have to be property owners within 
the district and a certain number of members that are business owners within 
the district.  A certain number of members can be outside the district but must 

maintain one of the other characteristics prescribed by the statute. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, the 

public hearing concerning the 2015 Special Improvement Budget was closed 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, Seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky 
the 2015 Special Improvement Budget was adopted on the following roll call:  
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 

 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was 

opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 
 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 
having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 

 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

Current                                     $20,101,539.86 
Capital                                                      283,311.20 
Road Improvement Plan                                      n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                                    n/a 
Construction Fees                                           n/a 

COAH Fees                                                    n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                          1,736.00 
Trip Admissions                                                            40.00 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                                      45,090.64  
Special Dog Account                                       n/a 
Centennial Fund                                            n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                                  n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                                n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                        n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                                    700.00 
Community Development                                       n/a 

Redemption Account                                     24,028.13 
School Resource Account                                     n/a 

Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                       n/a 
POAA                                                         n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                           n/a 

Police Treasury                                               39,165.53  
Police Justice                                               n/a      
Flexible Spending                                           n/a 

Unemployment Compensation                             n/a   
 

Total:                                            $20,495,641.36 
      
CA-2 -  Approving Firefighter Application for Joseph G. Bar-Nadav for Fire 

Company #2  
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The firefighter application for Joseph G. Bar-Nadav for Fire Company # 2 was 
approved.  
 

CA-3 Authorizing the Parking Authority Employees to Opt-Out of the 
Borough’s Health Benefits Plan  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AUTHORIZING EMPLOYEES OF THE FORT LEE PARKING AUTHORITY 

TO OPT-OUT OF HEALTH CARE BENEFITS COVERAGE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough currently provides health care benefits and 
prescription drug benefits for employees and retirees; and 

 
WHEREAS, employees eligible to receive health care benefits under the 

Borough’s current coverage and who are also eligible for coverage under a 

spouse’s health care coverage may elect to opt-out of the Borough’s coverage; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, those employees who choose to opt-out of the Borough’s 

health benefits coverage are entitled to be compensated and amount equal to 

25% of the direct access premium for individual coverage; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Borough’s contract with union employees, the 

Borough pays for health care benefits for employees of the Fort Lee Parking 
Authority (“FLPA”); and  

 
WHEREAS, employees of FLPA are not currently eligible to opt-out of the 

Borough’s health care benefits coverage and be paid similar to employees of the 

Borough who are also eligible for coverage under a spouse’s health care 
coverage; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough believes that it should extend to employees of 

FLPA the right to opt-out of health care benefits coverage and be compensated 

commensurate with other employees of the Borough; and  
 
WHEREAS, an eligible FLPA employee who elects to opt-out of the 

Borough’s health care benefits coverage may request to resume coverage under 
the same terms and condition for other Borough employees at the time coverage 

is requested to be resumed; and  
 
WHEREAS, in the event that any employee of FLPA chooses to resume 

coverage, the employee shall repay, on a pro-rata basis,     any monies received 
from the Borough that represented an advance payment for a period of time 

when coverage is resumed; and  
 
WHEREAS, the extension to employees of FLPA of the right to opt-out of 

health care benefits coverage and be compensated commensurate with other 
employees of the Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and promotes 
fairness to employees of FLPA consistent with the benefits offered to other 

employees of the Borough;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen and State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

1. That the right to opt-out of health care benefits coverage and be  
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compensated commensurate with other employees of the Borough should be 
extended to employees of FLPA. 
 

2. That the extension of the right to opt-out of the Borough’s health 
care benefits coverage by eligible employees of FLPA is expressly subject to the 
condition that an employee who elects to opt-out of the Borough’s health care 

benefits coverage may request to resume coverage under the same terms and 
condition for other Borough employees at the time coverage is requested to be 

resumed and shall repay, on a pro-rata basis, any monies received from the 
Borough that represented an advance payment for a period of time when 
coverage is resumed. 

 
 3. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 
 
CA-4 Authorizing Hiring of Soo Jung Lee as Keyboarding Clerk in the Office 

of the Borough Clerk - Effective February 23rd  - $26,650.00 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have authorized the hiring of a full-

time employee in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Soo Jung Lee be appointed to a full time position of 
Keyboarding Clerk 1 (f/k/a Clerk Typist) in the Borough Clerk’s Office, with an 

effective date of February 23, 2015; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be provisional 

pending certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 
at an annual salary of $26,650.00, in compliance with the Salary Ordinance of 

the White Collar Contract.   
 
 

CA-5 Awarding Contract to BZ Associates, LLC, Cliffside Park, New Jersey 
to Provide Administrative Financial Services to the Borough – $31,000.00 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION OF 

PROFESSIONAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 

retain the services of a qualified firm or individual to provide professional 
financial management services to the Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough desire to a award a 

contract to BZ Associates, LLC to provide financial management services for the 

Borough of Fort Lee, at will, for a period of one year; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of BZ Associates, 
LLC to perform such professional financial management services; and 

 
 WHEREAS, BZ Associates, LLC possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional financial management 
services; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of  



Regular Meeting                                    February 12, 2015 
                                                              Page #9  

 
 

awarding a contract for professional financial management services to BZ 
Associates, LLC in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts without competitive bidding and the agreement between the 

parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the retention of BZ Associates, LLC to provide professional 
financial management services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 
accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, BZ 

Associates, LLC is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) days prior to 
the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26 a Political 
Contribution Disclosure Form, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a 

Business Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 
reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the prior year, 
and that the contract will prohibit it from making any reportable contributions 

through the term of the contract; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, Stockholder 
Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity Disclosure Certificate and the 
certification have previously been submitted by and are maintained on file at the 

office of the Borough Clerk; and 
 

WHEREAS, BZ Associates, LLC will be compensated at an annual rate not 

to exceed $31,000.00, which amount is less that the bid threshold in the Local 
Public Contracts Law and may be awarded without public notice and bidding; 

and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds 

are available for these purposes; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for provision of financial management 
services is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 
contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 

 
4. BZ Associates, LLC is hereby appointed to provide financial 

management services for the Borough of Fort Lee and shall be paid a monthly 
fee of $2,584.33, not to exceed $31,000.00. 

 

5. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute a contract or Contracts 
on behalf of the Borough, to carry out the purposes of this Resolution, in a form 

and content approved by the Borough Attorney. 
 
 

CA-6 Awarding Contract to Boswell Engineering, South Hackensack, New  
Jersey for the Modification of Construction Plans and Specifications for 
the “Inwood Terrace Park Improvements” - $3,500.00 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to  
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retain the services of a licensed engineer to provide design services and prepare 
modifications to construction plans and specifications in accordance with New 
Jersey Department of Transportation (“NJDOT”) requirements for the 

performance of improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough was previously approved to receive a grant of 

$32,000 from the 2013 Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund Grant for the 
performance of improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough awarded a contract to Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) for the 

preparation of construction plans and specifications for the performance of 
improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the Borough; and 

 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 

profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 
services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Boswell to 
perform such professional design engineer services in accordance with its 

proposal, dated February 3, 2015, attached hereto; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional design engineering services related to 
the preparation of modifications to construction plans and specifications in 

accordance with NJDOT requirements for the performance of improvements to 
Inwood Terrace Park; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to Boswell in 

accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
  

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services for this phase of the 

project will be performed by Boswell at a cost not-to-exceed $3,500, and the 
contract for such professional engineering services is awarded pursuant to a 

“fair and open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of professional 
engineering services to prepare modifications to construction plans and 

specifications in accordance with NJDOT requirements for the performance of 
improvements to Inwood Terrace Park is in the best interests of the Borough and 
the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide professional 
engineering services related to the preparation of modifications to construction 

plans and specifications in accordance with NJDOT requirements for the 
performance of improvements to Inwood Terrace Park, in accordance with its 

proposal, dated February 3, 2015, attached hereto and made a part hereof, for a 
cost not-to-exceed $3,500, and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and 
between Boswell and the Borough, dated as of January 1, 2013, for services as the 

Borough Engineer. 
 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work pursuant to this 
resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice to the Borough Clerk as to 
whether the services will be completed within the budget established for the 

services.  If the services are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit 
a detailed cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it will be required 
to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published as may be 
required by law, and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available for this purpose. 
 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 

CA-7 Authorizing Execution of a Shared Services Agreement Between the  
Borough of Paramus for Building Department Conflicts 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT 

WITH THE BOROUGH OF PARAMUS FOR BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
CONFLICTS 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 
corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Paramus (“Paramus”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and Paramus both maintain building 
departments to provide services within their municipal boundaries for the 

health, safety and welfare of their respective citizens; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Paramus has requested the use of the Borough’s Building 

Department where the building department in Paramus has a conflict on an 
application such as where an applicant for a permit is a municipal official in 

Paramus; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is authorized to enter into a shared services 

agreement pursuant to and in accordance with the Uniform Shared Services and  
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Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order to accommodate its neighboring municipality, the 

Borough wishes to enter into a shared services agreement, substantially similar 
to the agreement attached hereto, permitting the use by either municipality of 
the building department of the other municipality in the event of a conflict of 

interest; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the entry into a shared services agreement with Paramus is in 
accordance with the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act is in the 
best interests of the Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That entry into a shared services agreement with Paramus, upon 

terms substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto, is pursuant to and 
in accordance with the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, and is 
hereby authorized. 

 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a shared 

services agreement in substantially the same form as that attached hereto between 
the Borough and Paramus, subject to review by the Borough attorney, 
memorializing the terms and conditions for the use by either municipality of 

building department of the other municipality in the event of a conflict of 
interest. 
 

 3. That upon execution of the shared services agreement, this resolution 
and the agreement between the parties shall be available for public inspection in 

the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 
CA-8 Authorize the Sale of Skateboard Park Equipment to the City of 

Clifton Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 “Sale or Disposition of Public 
Property” 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSITION OF SKATEBOARD PARK 
EQUIPMENT NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) wishes to efficiently 
dispose of equipment that is no longer used and useful in providing municipal 
services to the citizens of the Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., has 

been enacted by the New Jersey Legislature to provide an orderly process for the 
disposition by public entities of, among other things, personal property that is 
no longer needed for public use; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough currently owns a skateboard park equipment 
that is no longer needed for public use by the Borough and has received a 

request from City of Clifton to purchase the skateboard park equipment; and     
 

 WHEREAS, Section 36 of the Local Public Contracts Law provides that 
personal property may be sold through a private sale to a governmental entity 
without public advertisement and bidding or auction when such personal 

property is no longer needed for public use; and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the skateboard park 
equipment constitutes personal property no longer needed for public use and 
desires to sell the vehicle to the City of Clifton for a price of $65,000; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the sale of this skateboard park equipment that is no longer 
needed for public use for the provision of municipal services is necessary for the 

efficient operations of the Borough and the sale of said equipment to the City of 
Clifton for fair consideration is in the best interests of its citizens;  

     
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

 
 1. That the Borough, as the owner of skateboard park equipment that 

is no longer needed for public use for the provision of municipal services, hereby 
authorizes the sale of said such equipment to the City of Clifton for a price of 
$65,000. 

 
 2. That the sale of this skateboard equipment to the City of Clifton is 
necessary for the efficient operations of the Borough and is in the best interests 

of its citizens.  
 

 3. That this sale shall be finalized in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. and that documentation evidencing this sale shall be 
maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk for public inspection. 

 
 
CA-9 Participation in the Bergen County Mutual Aid Plan and Rapid 

Deployment Force Under the Direction of the Bergen County Police Chief’s 
Association  

 
INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT MUTUAL AID PLAN & RAPID 

DEPLOYMENT FORCE 

 
 WHEREAS, the police departments in Bergen County have a day-to-day 

responsibility to provide for the security of the lives and property, for the 
maintenance and preservation of the public and order, and 
 

 WHEREAS, Law Enforcement Officials also have a responsibility to provide 
for preparedness against natural emergencies, such as floods, hurricanes, 
earthquakes, major storms, etc. manmade causes, civil unrest, and civil 

disobedience such as riot, strikes. Jail or prison riots, train wrecks, aircraft 
crashes, major fires, ethnic disorders, riots, terrorist incidents and bombings, 

state and nation emergencies, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Police Chief’s Association has proposed a 

Mutual Aid Plan and Rapid Deployment Force to deal with these emergencies; 
and 

 
 WHEREAS, this plan is adopted in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.A.40A:14-156, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-156.1, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-156.4 and N.J.S.A. 

App.A:9-40.6, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this plan will provide a uniform procedure for the coordination 

of the requesting, dispatching, and utilization of the law enforcement personnel 
and equipment whenever a local law enforcement agency requires mutual aid 

assistance from any other jurisdiction, both contiguous and non-contiguous, in 
the event of an emergency, riot or disorder, in order to protect life and property, 
and; 

 



  
Regular Meeting                                    February 12, 2015 

                                                              Page #14  
 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee to participate in a Mutual Aid plan and Rapid Deployment Force in 
accordance with the Plan as submitted by the Bergen County Police Chief’s 

Association, 
 
 NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that the Police Department of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
under the direction of the Chief of Police, cooperate with the Bergen County 

Police Chief’s Association to create an Interlocal Services Agreement with all 
municipalities in the County of Bergen in order to put into place the Mutual Aid 
Plan and Rapid Deployment Force, and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded 

to the County Executive, the Board of Chosen Freeholders, the Bergen County 
Prosecutor the County Chief of Police, and all Bergen County Municipalities. 
 

CA-10 Authorizing Submission of a Strategic Plan for the Fort Lee 
Municipal Alliance Grant for Fiscal Year 2016 
 

Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Fiscal Grant Cycle July 
2014-June 2019 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 
established the Municipal Alliances for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug 
Abuse in 1989 to educate and engage residents, local government and law 

enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the faith community, 
parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent alcoholism and drug abuse 

in communities throughout New Jersey. 

WHEREAS, The Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, 
State of New Jersey recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious 

problem in our society amongst persons of all ages; and therefore has an 
established Municipal Alliance Committee; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Council further recognizes that it is 
incumbent upon not only public officials but upon the entire community to take 
action to prevent such abuses in our community; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Council has applied for funding to the 

Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse through the County of 

Bergen;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following: 
 

1. The Borough of Fort Lee Council does hereby authorize submission of a 
strategic plan for the Fort Lee Municipal Alliance grant for fiscal year 

2016 in the amount of: 
 

   DEDR  $15,279.00 

Cash Match  $ 3,819.00 
        In-Kind  $11,459.00 
 

2. The Borough of Fort Lee Council acknowledges the terms and 
conditions for administering the Municipal Alliance grant, including the 

administrative compliance and audit requirements. 
 
CA-11 Authorize and Establish Petty Cash Funds: Chief Financial Officer 

$500.00; Police Department $500.00; Community Center $300.00; Health  
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Department $300.00; Recreation $200.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

do hereby authorize and establish the following petty cash funds: 
 
Chief Financial Officer: $500.00 

 
Police Department:         500.00 

 
Community Center:        300.00 
 

Health Department:        300.00 
 

Recreation:                     200.00 
 
And; 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council authorize the Borough’s Chief 

Financial Officer to draw the following checks from the Current Account in those 

amounts captioned above and payable to the following individuals: 
 

Joseph Rutch, CFO 
 
Police Chief Keith Bendul 

 
Cheryl Westeyn, Recreation and Community Center Director 
 

Steve Wielkocz, Health Officer 
 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with NJSA 

40A:5-21, said petty cash funds are established. 

 
 

CA-12 Authorize 2015 Budget Appropriation Reserve Transfers -
$676,490.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 

Lee, that the following 2015 budget appropriation reserve transfers  

are hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, not less than two-thirds 

of the full membership of the Governing Body concurring: 

 

From     To 

Mayor & Council O/E        Administration O/E              4,861.00 

 $ 50,000.00              Purchasing O/E                  1,848.00 

Financial Administration Borough Clerk O/E                 793.00 

   50,000.00    Collect. Of Taxes O/E      10,553.00 

Const. Code/GRP Ins. O/E Assessmnt. Of Taxes O/E           220.00 

  100,000.00    Legal O/E        57,902.00 

Police S/W     Engineering O/E              1,585.00 

  100,000.00    Economic Development O/E      4,904.00 

Municipal Court S/W   Mt. Laurel Housing O/E        675.00 

   35,200.00   Const. Code Official O/E           524.00 

Garbage O/E   Other Insurance O/E     482,809.00 

  200,290.00   Group Insurance O/E         453.00 

Pub. Buildgs & Grds O/E Emergency Management O/E      1,733.00 

   30,000.00   Fire Prevention O/E         104.00 

Senior Citizens Special Ambulance Corps O/E       8,426.00 

   50,000.00   Fire Protection O/E       1,284.00 

Street Lights O/E  Road Repair O/E             6,575.00 

   50,000.00   General Services O/E        2,654.00 

Sewer System O/E   Auto Repair O/E       14,827.00 
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11,000.00   Community Center O/E       4,561.00 

          Special Events O/E       2,213.00 

                          Cultural & Heritage O/E      1,255.00 

                          Water O/E        30,397.00 

     Fuel Oil         3,118.00  

                          Telephone        14,390.00 

                          Gasoline        12,471.00 

                          Municipal Court O/E       5,355.00                                  

 

Total:  $676,490.00          Total:                   $676,490.00  

 

 

CA-13 Requesting Permission for the Dedication by Rider for Multiple 
Dwelling  Improvement Trust Fund 
 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER 
FOR MULTIPLE DWELLING IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND 

REQUIRED BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 
WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received 
by a municipality when the revenue is subject to reasonably accurate estimates 
in advance; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee provides for receipt of Multiple 

Dwelling Improvement funds by the municipality to provide for the operating 
costs to administer this act; and, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated 
from the Multi[ple Dwelling Improvement Trust Fund are hereby anticipated as 
revenue and are hereby appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is 

dedicated by statute or other legal requirement: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 

1. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of the Director 
of the Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures of 
Multiple Dwelling Improvement, Borough of Fort Lee 

 
2. The Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen is hereby 

directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the 
Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 

 

 
CA-14 Requesting Permission for the Dedication by Rider for Police School  

Resource Trust Fund 
 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER 
FOR POLICE SCHOOL RESOURCE TRUST FUND REQUIRED BY THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 
WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received 
by a municipality when the revenue is subject to reasonably accurate estimates 

in advance; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee provides for receipt of Police School 

Resource funds by the municipality to provide for the operating costs to  
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administer this act; and, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated 

from the Police School Resource Trust Fund are hereby anticipated as revenue 
and are hereby appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is dedicated 
by statute or other legal requirement: 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 

1. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of the Director 

of the Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures of 
Police School Resource, Borough of Fort Lee 

 
2. The Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen is hereby 

directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 
 

CA-15 Requesting Permission for the Dedication by Rider for Senior Citizen 
Advisory Council Trust Fund  
 
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER 

FOR SENIOR CITIZEN ADVISORY COUNCIL TRUST FUND 
REQUIRED BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 
WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received 
by a municipality when the revenue is subject to reasonably accurate estimates 

in advance; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee provides for receipt of Senior Citizen 

Advisory Council funds by the municipality to provide for the operating costs to 
administer this act; and, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated 
from the Senior Citizen Advisory Council Trust Fund are hereby anticipated as 

revenue and are hereby appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is 
dedicated by statute or other legal requirement: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 

1. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of the Director 
of the Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures of the 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council, Borough of Fort Lee 
 

2. The Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen is hereby 

directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the 
Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 

 
No one from the public came forward to speak concerning Consent Agenda 
items CA-1 through CA-15. 

 
There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on motion 

by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh.  The Consent Agenda 
was approved on the following roll call: 
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AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 
Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

APPOINTMENT 
 

A-1 Parking Authority – Expiring December 31, 2019  

 
WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 79-2 of the codified ordinances of the 

Borough of Fort Lee provides that the Borough Council shall designate and 
appoint a member of the Borough Parking Authority, pursuant to such 
ordinance and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and 

provided and in particular, RS 40:11A-4 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment, deem it to be made 
in the best interest of the Borough that such appointment be made, 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Richard Radoian be and 
hereby is designated and appointed by the Borough Council as a  
member of the Parking Authority pursuant to Borough Ordinance 79-1 et seq. of 

the codified ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee and pursuant to New Jersey 
Statutes in such cases made and provided, the term of such appointment to be 

for a period expiring December 31, 2019 in accordance with the foregoing 
ordinance and statutes. 
 

 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Suh seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 
The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 

 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Pohan – Announced that from the Fort Lee Film Commission this 
coming Sunday February 15th brave the cold and come to the 2015 birthday 

fund raiser for the legendary actor of stage and screen John Barrymore.  It will  
start at 6:00 P.M. with the laying a wreath at John Barrymore Way on Main 
Street and Central Road. Afterwards, they will proceed to Santorini Taverna, 

2002 Central Road, a prior reservation is required, there will be a buffet dinner 
and soft drinks for a $30.00 ticket. For reservations call 201-693-2763 or visit 
the website www.fortleefilm.org.  The proceeds of this benefit will go to the 

theatre program at the Fort Lee High School.   
 

Councilman Sohmer – Thanked the residents for keeping their cars off of the 
streets during the snow removal.  He thanked all of the Borough employees, 
Department of Public Works and Borough Administrator Restaino for all of their 

hard work and dedication during the snow storms.   
 
 He stated the ice rink is open at Hudson Terrace and there’s great sled 

riding and invited the public to utilize and enjoy the rink.  
 

 He commented on the passing of Robert Young, father of Police Officer 
Edward Young and stated that he was a great man and will be missed. 
 

 

http://www.fortleefilm.org/
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Councilman Suh – Stated that the John Barrymore fundraiser is for the benefit 
of the Fort Lee High School Drama Department and the Student Actors of Fort 
Lee and asked the community to support them. 

 
Councilman Sargenti – No report. 
 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – Announced that on February 15that 2: 00 P.M. 
Victoria Schwartzman, Pianist and on February 22nd Bob Wildes, Main Stream 

Jazz will be performing the Fort Lee Library.  
 
 She stated that the Health Department and the Mayor’s Wellness 

Campaign will be having their 2nd annual Wellness Campaign Biggest Loser, the 
kick off will be held on Wednesday, March 4th  at the Recreation Center, she 

asked the public to join and participate in this event. 
 
Councilman Cervieri – Expressed his condolences on behalf of the Mayor and 

Council to the family of Karl Caccavonne, Building and Multiple Dwelling 
Inspector for the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 

 He stated that earlier this week the Mayor and Council recognized Argia 
Rubino, retired member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  He congratulated 

Ms. Rubino on her retirement. 
 
 He commented that tonight’s ceremony was very nice and stated that Mr. 

Tak Furumoto is a terrific realtor. 
 
 He wished the public a safe President’s Day Holiday. 

 
 He wished the public a Happy Valentine’s Day.  

 
 At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich commented that the ice 
skating rink has been a complete success.   

  
 Mayor Sokolich commented he has reviewed the initial draft of the Fort 

Lee Newsletter and expects that the first issue will be available in March 2015. 
 
 He commented that on the reported recorded breaking storm that didn’t 

approach this area. The Borough was ready and reached out to the public via 
the Swiftreach Network which was very effective.  
 

 He commented that the Borough of Edgewater recently suffered a horrific 
fire event and acknowledged all of the emergency personnel that responded and 

were present. 
 
 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Phan, and  
carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion. 
 

  
 
Speaker     Subject    Response 

 
Gary Schwartz    COAH Lawsuit   J. Sheldon Cohen, Esq. 

2175 Hudson Terrace   COAH Threshold    
     COAH Contributions 
 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman  
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Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and there being no further 
discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no objections at 9:00 p.m.  
 

 
________________________                        
Evelyn Rosario, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 
  



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, March 12, 2015 @7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

   
ALSO PRESENT: Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

    Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 

    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 

regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 
forth therein. 

 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 
Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 

THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk.   
  

3.  On February 25, 2015 a change in scheduled meeting time was e-
mailed to the Record, mailed to the Jersey Journal and posted on the Borough 

Hall bulletin board at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ. On the same date, the 
notice was posted to the Borough website.   
 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Mayor Sokolich, “Good evening everyone. I’m going to dispense with the 
standard opening statement as we’re going to get to Keith Bendul and the 

department promotions. Before we get started with that, I just wanted to 
share a couple of my own personal observations with you as I look at the 
news moments before I came to this meeting today. 

 
“I actually tear up as I watch what’s transpiring in places like Ferguson 

and I just think and I wonder how those cities deal with and cope with those 

type of issues.   
 

“As the Mayor of this great place called Fort Lee, I often think what is it 
that we do to make sure that something like that never happens, to make 
sure that our community remains together, to make sure that our diversity 

works in our favor and to our advantage and not to our disadvantage and not 
to create conflict and problem. 

 
“That starts by having strong leadership in this governing body and by 

having great emergency service, that’s the foundation of any community. 

When you have folks that actually care about what they do each and every 
day and when they wake up in the morning and they perform their duties 
and they perform and assume their leadership roles.  When they do their job 

right and they take into consideration everyone’s personality, everyone’s 
ethnicity, everyone’s background and they conduct themselves in a fair 

honest and decent way. 
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 “Which brings us to tonight’s ceremony, our Police Department. We’re 

very, very proud of them, we do what we can do to make sure that the right 

resources are devoted to them, to make sure that we stay safe, to make sure 
that our community remains in harmonious fashion. I’m pretty sure I speak 
on behalf of every member of this Governing Body and you all deserve to give 

each other a round of applause (applause.) God Bless the folks in Ferguson 
Missouri.”  

 
PROMOTIONS POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

  

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
Resolution – R-1 “Promotion – Police Sergeant Edward Young” 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
that Police Officer Edward Young be promoted to the rank of Police Sergeant 
with an effective date of March 12, 2015; and,  

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion will be certified by the 

New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be at a salary outlined in the 
P.B.A. Contract.   
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

Police Chief Keith Bendul came forward and thanked the Mayor and 
Council for their commitment and continued support to the Police Department.   

 

He thanked Police Liaisons Councilman Pohan and Councilman Sargenti 
for their dedication.   

 
He stated that as Police Chief, he serves this community with great pride. 

 

 He thanked his Command Staff: Deputy Police Chief Ford, Captain Zon, 
Captain Zevits and Captain Gallagher for their professionalism and dedication. 
 

 Police Chief Bendul read biographies of officers Justin Wanco, Marc 
Miskovitz and Deborah Siracuse and asked that they step forward.   

 
  Police Chief Bendul and Deputy Police Chief Ford presented Officers 
Justin Wanco, Marc Miskovitz and Deborah Siracuse with their Detective 

Badges and congratulated them. 
 

 Police Chief Keith Bendul read biography of Edward Young and asked him 
to come before the Mayor and Council for his swearing in. 
 

 Mayor Sokolich administered the oath of office and swore Edward Young 
in as Police Sergeant.  Mr. Young’s mother Mrs. Rosaleen Young and his wife 
Mrs. Alexandra Young held the bible; Mr. Joey Tropea pinned the badge. 

 
 In closing Police Chief Bendul thank everyone for attending and stated 

that the Police Department will serve each and every day to the best of their 
ability.  They will serve with passion and total commitment to improve safety 
and the quality of life in the community. 
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At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh, a short 

recess was approved and taken at 7:28 P.M. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the 

meeting was reconvened at 7:37 P.M. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 

Ord. #2015-9- “Ordinance To Exceed The Municipal Budget Appropriation 

Limits & To Establish a Cap Bank” (Public Hearing April 9, 2015) 
 

Mayor Sokolich asked Mr. Steven Wielkotz to provide a summary 

regarding Ordinance No. 2015-9. 
 

Mr. Wielkotz, Borough Auditor came forward and stated that an ordinance 
such as this is introduced yearly prior to the introduction of the municipal 
budget.  The ordinance preserves the appropriation cap bank to provide 

additional flexibility.  He stated that tonight’s budget introduction is almost $3.8 
million dollars under the appropriation cap and in order to preserve this, said 
ordinance must be introduced and adopted according to law.   

 
 Mayor Sokolich, commented that in the interest of disclosure the Borough 

is seeking to effectively preserve the Borough’s rights to use $3.8 million in the 
future, if the need arises. 
 

 
On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Cervieri, and 

carried, Ord. #2015-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL 
BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 

 
The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 9, 2015. 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 
 
 

Introduction of 2015 Municipal Budget 
  

Mayor Sokolich, “This year’s 2015 budget represents the efforts of many 
years of effort, we laid out a plan in Government several years back that we were 
going to try as best we could to restore Fort Lee to where it belongs, to be that 

progressive enviable community where we maintain the highest quality of life, 
and where we provide the best that we could possibly provide for our citizens. 

 
 “It is with great pride and I will tell you joy, that for the first time in 27 

years, we are introducing a budget that does not have an increase to our tax 

payers, as I’ve said in the past we’re striving to reach what I would refer to as 
the taxation promise land and we have. 

 

 “On the Government side of your tax bill there’s the Board of Education 
part, there’s the County portion, and the Government portion of the bill the 

Borough is responsible for is a zero increase. In fact on an average assessable 
real property here in the borough of Fort Lee– average assessment that being 
$465,000.00 that tax payer will actually see a reduction of $43.00, I don’t know 

in how many years that’s occurred in Fort Lee, I know it’s been at least 27 years  
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where there has not been increase.  

 
“I couldn’t begin to tell you how long it’s been since there’s actually been a 

reduction on the average house hold here in the Borough of Fort Lee. We laid 

out a plan several years ago, we stuck to that plan, we hit bumps in the road 
along the way, and we still stuck to that plan. 

 

 “There was a lot of effort that was put into this budget, I’d like to thank 
all the Department Heads, I’d like to thank Al Restaino, who did a phenomenal 

job meeting with all those department heads and going through everything with 
a fine tooth comb along with Steve Wielkotz our Auditor and a special thanks to 
my members and colleagues here on the Governing Body.  We were each 

responsible to deal with the departments to which we serve as liaisons.  The 
Finance Committee and Councilman Pohan who chairs that committee, we are 

forever ever grateful.   It was a collective effort and we’re now reaping those 
rewards. 

 

 I’m very proud of this budget, I’m hopeful and I don’t want to put more 
pressure on us but I think this is the beginning of a very, very stable economic 
future for the Borough of Fort Lee.” 

 
At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich asked Mr. Steve Wielkotz, 

Borough Auditor to come forward and provide a brief summary of the 2015 
municipal budget. 
 

Mr. Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor, “I can tell you that I’ve --- the 
governing body--- the spending side of the budget is up 1.2%, $887,000.00, that 
is driven by a very small increase in salary and wages and an increase in health 

benefits. The biggest factor is a pension bill from the State of New Jersey over 
$577,000.00 more than last year, so while the State continues not to make their 

pension payments the Borough of Fort Lee has to raise an additional 
$577,000.00 in this year’s budget to meet their obligation. 

 

“I think that the stark piece of this is that when you go through the 
budget and look at all the departments, all the other expenses, all the 

operational costs from administration to tax collection to tax assessment to 
recreation to police to fire, those appropriations are $42,000.00 less than they 
were in 2014.  So not only have you stabilized spending to a certain extent, 

where it could be cut, it was cut.   That’s all I have Mayor.” 
 
Mayor Sokolich, “Thank you, and I think just going through the highlight 

sheet, I know that there was a considerable amount of money I believe an excess 
of $300,000.00 saved as a result of change in the garbage contract.  I know that 

as a result of some creative, for lack of a better term refinancing of our 
insurance policies and premiums, there was a couple of $100,000 dollars in 
savings.  

 
“I know we bring this to the public’s attention all the time when you hear 

us talk about refinancing or redrafting or recasting if you will of bonds here in 
Fort Lee.  We’re not doing this to add bond debt, we’re doing it to effectively 
refinance the debt that we already have and in lowering that interest we lower 

effectively our payment.  A homeowner that refinances their mortgage lowers 
their monthly payment if they get a lower rate, in our case refinancing debt, I 
believe somewhere in the vicinity $40,000 or $50,000 in interest payments were 

saved this year, that’s only going to increase as the years go on. So thank you to 
the folks that provide us with advice and counsel in that regard and lead us in 

the direction where we’re supposed to be.” 
 
Councilman Cervieri, “Several years the state gave municipalities the 

opportunity to defer the payment of their pension.  Fort Lee never took  
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advantage of that, saying that we want to pay our obligations when they’re due, 

and at the same time we tried to make sure that we had a balanced, we always 
had a balanced budget and one that was fiscally responsible.   

 

“We always met our obligations on a timely basis, we’ve face obligations 
when we they were presented to us.  Many other municipalities throughout the 
state didn’t do that, and as a result are paying more dearly later on.  We on the 

other hand have done a pretty good job with that. I’d like to also point out that 
Councilman Pohan, my colleague has done a tremendous job as the finance 

chair and I’d like to thank him for all his work that he’s done with that.” 
 
Councilman Pohan, “I appreciate that Councilman Cervieri, but I also had 

help this year from somebody who actually has a real background in accounting 
and that’s Councilman Suh, so his participation this year I think was certainly 

of a help to me and the rest of us in getting us the budget that we have.” 
  

Mayor Sokolich, “Our rough estimate, at least in the last 27 years, there 

has not been another year where it’s been a zero increase, might even be longer 
than that. But again take it a step further $43.00 reduction in tax bill for those 
with an average assessment, naysayers can certainly say well there could be 

more, it could be this---, of course it could be more but you know you try to 
balance taxes and stabilize taxes without impeding progress, without 

undermining the quality of folks lives, without bringing into question the health 
safety welfare of the Borough.  There’s been no reduction in Borough services, 
there’s been no reduction in any quality of life things, as a matter of fact those 

have increased----with all of the events from holiday tree lightings to bike rides 
to the runs to all the other events that we have. So I’m proud that we did it and 
we didn’t do it in a way that hurt us or puts anyone in jeopardy.” 

 
Councilman Pohan, “One other comment that needs to be made Mr. 

Mayor, is part of the reason that this is possible is not only the fine work of our 
Borough Administrator on the cost control side, but the fact is that we now do 
have a 45, 47 story building sitting over there in redevelopment 5.  The 

assessment on that building has contributed significantly to the additional 
revenue stream of the Borough, but not as completely as it will a year from now 

and two years from now because this is not a fully rented building, it’s still in its 
start up, so the assessment on that structure will increase in future years.  We 
have the Tucker project to look forward to on the west side of redevelopment 5, 

which is moving along and some of that will be completed by the fall. This is just 
the beginning of enhanced revenue stream from redevelopment 5, which will 
enable us to keep these rates under control for a number of years.” 

 
Mayor Sokolich, “And that’s what I referred to as game plan, that’s what 

we laid out. Like I said, this relates to our side of that tax bill which represents 
about 44 or 45% of that total tax bill, fist time in 27 years I’m proud of 
everybody again.  Al, thank you for your efforts, I was on the phone with you 12 

times a day, how are we doing, you did a fantastic job considering you’ve been 
here for a little more than a year and a few months, so thank you and thank you 

to the entire Governing Body.”       
 
Borough Clerk Rosario read the following Budget Resolution into the 

record: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and 

appropriations (available in the office of the Borough Clerk) shall constitute the 
Municipal Budget for the year 2015; and 

 
 WHEREAS, that the total amount to be raised by taxation is anticipated to 
be $61,053,915.  The total anticipated general appropriations for 2015 at 

introduction is $72,990,672. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said budget be published in The Record 
in the issue of Wednesday, March 19, 2015. 
 

 The Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the 
following as the Budget for year 2015 available in the office of the Borough 
Clerk): 

 
Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 

seconded, the 2015 Municipal Budget Introduction Resolution. 
 
 The introduced budget was approved on the following roll call: 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti,  

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was approved 

by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, on 
March 12, 2015.  A hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution will be held at 
Borough Hall, on April 9th, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections 

to said Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2015 may be presented by 
taxpayers or other interested persons. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ord. #2015-7--Amending Chapter 293 Entitled “Parks and Recreation” 
Article II, Regulations – Ice Skate Park 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-7 

entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 293 PARKS AND 
RECREATION, ARTICLE II, REGULATIONS, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 
Ord. #2015-8--Amending Chapter 328 Entitled “Restaurants” Article 1 
Outdoor Cafes – Prohibited Smoking 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-8 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING 

CHAPTER 328 RESTAURANTS, ARTICLE I OUTDOOR CAFES, OF THE CODE 
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE. 
 

 
 1. Kara Murphy – Global Advisors on Smokefree Policy, Summit, NJ came 

 forward and thanked the Mayor and Council, Board of Health and Health  
 Department for their continued efforts in improving the health and the  
 quality of life of the residents of Fort Lee and for considering the adoption 

 of this ordinance.   
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There being no further public discussion, the public hearing was closed 

on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 
PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, secondedby Councilman Pohan, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was 

opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-25. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 

having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 

 
ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 
Current             $9,785,286.15 

Capital                                               244,370.34 
Road Improvement Plan                                      n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                          n/a 

Construction Fees                                          n/a 
COAH Fees                                                   n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                                100.00 
Trip Admissions                                            3,350.30    
Trust Account (Accutrack)                               21,985.14  

Special Dog Account                                        n/a 
Centennial Fund                                            n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                                n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                               n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                       n/a  

Fort Lee Film Commission                                n/a  
Community Development                                      n/a 
Redemption Account                                   105,580.18 

School Resource Account                                    n/a 
Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                      n/a 

POAA                                                        n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                          n/a 
Police Treasury                                      123,197.12 

Police Justice                                              n/a 
Flexible Spending                                          n/a 

Unemployment Compensation                            n/a  
 
Total:                                              $10,283,869.23 

 
CA-2- Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Kacy S. Knight Fire 
Company #3 

 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Kacy S. Knight for Fire Company  

#3 was approved. 
 
CA-3  Accepting Retirement Notice of Police Officer Philip Ross Effective  
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March 1, 2015 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council have accepted the 

retirement notice dated January 30, 2015 submitted by Police Officer Philip 
Ross of the Police Department; and,  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Detective Ross’ effective date of 
retirement from the Fort Lee Police Department is effective retroactively to 
March 1, 2015.   

 
 

CA-4  Accepting Request From Courtney Challener, Public Safety 
Telecommunicator for a Three Month Leave of Absence Retroactively 
Commencing on March 5, 2015 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that Courtney Challener, Public Safety 

Telecommunicator, with the Communications Center has submitted a 

request dated February 18, 2015, requesting a leave of absence for a period of 3 
months, and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and,   

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Challener’s leave of absence shall 
be granted for a period of 3 months, retroactively commencing on March 5, 

2015.   
 

CA-5  Accepting Request From Nadine Drumgoole, Keyboarding Clerk 1, 
Fire Prevention Bureau for a Seven Month Leave of Absence Commencing 
February 20, 2015 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Nadine Drumgoole, Keyboarding Clerk 1with the 
Fire Prevention Bureau has submitted a request dated February 19, 2015, 

requesting a leave of absence for a period of 7 months, and the Mayor and 
Council have accepted same; and,   

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Drumgoole’s leave of absence shall 
be granted for a period of 7 months, commencing February 20, 2015.   

 
 

CA-6   Authorizing Hiring of Carlos Enrique Florez, as a Part-Time 
Maintenance Worker for the Department of Public Works - $12.00 Hourly- 
Effective March 16, 2015 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

that Carlos Enrique Florez be approved for a part-time position as a 

Maintenance Worker and will be under the Department of Public Works; and,  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That Mr. Florez will be compensated at an  
hourly rate of $12.00, and will work on an as needed basis, at no more than 19 
½ hours with an effective date of March 16, 2015.   

 
CA-7  Authorizing Hiring of Young Joon Choi, as a Full-Time Code 

Enforcement Officer Worker for the Building Department- $39,000.00 
Annually- Effective March 16, 2015 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
thatYoung Joon Choi be appointed to a full time position of Code Enforcement 
Officer in the Building Department, with an effective date of March 16, 2015; 

and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission  
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and shall be at an annual salary of $39,000-, in compliance with the Salary 

Ordinance of the White Collar Contract.  
 
 

CA-8  Authorizing Appointment- Michael A. Maresca as the Director of the 
Department of Public Works- Effective Immediately 
 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

that Michael A. Maresca be appointed as the Director of the Department of 
Public Works and will manage and administer the daily operations within the 
department; and,  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment will take effect 

immediately.  
 

 

CA-9  Authorize Cancellation of Certain General Capital Fund 
Appropriations  
 

 WHEREAS, certain General Capital Improvement Authorizations have 

appropriation balances which remain dedicated to projects that are completed; 
and 

 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the 
unexpended balances may be credited to capital surplus and unused debt 

authorizations may be cancelled; 
  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee,  the following unexpended and dedicated balances of 
General Capital Fund appropriations be canceled: 

 
Ordinance                             Project                                               Amount  Canceled 

       #                                   Description                               Funded                        Unfunded 

00-36       Streetscape and Sewer  Improvements 12,791.56                    0.00 

01-22/02-11 Stormwater / Sewer Improvements               7.09               0.00 

02-41            Various Capital Improvements                       2,788.31               0.00 

03-13/06-28  Community Center & Sports Field                 65,011.70                 0.00 

03-24        Various Capital Improvements                       3,185.07                 0.00 

03-32     Anderson / Columbia Aves. Drainage            12,445.08               0.00 

03-34          Installation of Traffic Lights                          14,696.08                0.00 

04-21         Downtown Pedestrian Imp. Project 

  Phase IIA Streetscape                                     214.59               0.00 

04-27/06-36/ Acquisition of Real Property                          71,510.01              500.00 

09-20                           

04-30         Various Capital Improvements                   4,032.88           100.00 

04-31               Downtown Pedestrian Imp. Project                30.17                     0.00 

05-07  Acquisition of Property                                   3,733.54                  0.00 

05-21               Various Capital Improvements                       2,549.70                   0.00 

05-27               Firefighter Safety Program Equipment          13,481.22             607.00 

06-05               Rehabilitation of Sr. Citizen Kitchen           492.76                 0.00 

06-06               Improvements to Inwood Terrace Park         102,128.68                 0.00 

06-15               Environmental Engineering/CSO Project  51,465.35                  0.00 

06-39               Acquisition of Property                                  0.00 263.90 

06-44               Various Capital Improvements                      253,198.51                0.00 

07-09               Wireless Public Safety Communications       833,031.14                 0.00 

07-30           Various Capital Improvements                       470,564.44                 6,012.00 

07-47               Installation of Solar Panels                             188,729.16                388.50 

 

TOTAL                                                                             2,106,087.04         7,871.40 
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CA-10 Authorize 2015 Budget Appropriation Reserve Transfers- $703, 

825.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

that the following 2015 budget appropriation reserve transfers are hereby made, 
pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, not less than two-thirds of the full membership of 
the Governing Body concurring: 
 

From     To 

Mayor & Council O/E        Engineering O/E                  1,275.00 

 $ 14,000.00               Other Insurance O/E                  26,695.00 

Payroll/Data Proc. O/E   E. M. T. O/E                      3,116.00 

    3,000.00    Fire Protection O/E        42.00 

Financial Administration  Road Repair O/E                   1,214.00 

   17,000.00    Auto Repair O/E   2,473.00 

Engineering S/W   Senior Citizens O/E          4,591.00 

    3,900.00    Community Center O/E                    73.00 

Planning Board O/E   Parks & Playgrounds O/E       98.00 

    4,000.00    Telephone                 995.00 

Rent Leveling Brd O/E  Other OPRN – Englewood        62,404.00 

    1,000.00   Gasoline                              849.00 

Const Code Group Ins.  P.F.R.S.            600,000.00 

   70,000.00  

Police S/W     

   30,000.00     

Police O/E      

   18,000.00     

Police Equipment 

   10,000.00 

Communi./Dispatch S/W 

    5,000.00 

Communi./Dispatch O/E 

    8,000.00 

Ambulance Corps O/E 

    1,000.00 

Fire Protection S/W   

  120,000.00    

Road Repairs S/W 

    3,000.00 

Garbage O/E    

   25,000.00 

Publ.  Bldgs & Grnds. O/E 

    2,000.00 

Communications Repair O/E 

    2,000.00 

Board of Health O/E 

   15,421.00    

Human Services S/W 

    5,000.00 

Human Services O/E 

    1,000.00 

Recreation S/W 

   40,000.00 

Recreation O/E 

    5,000.00 

Senior Citizens Special 

   15,000.00    

Community Center S/W 

   11,000.00    

Main. Of Free Public Library 

    3,000.00 

Elevator    

   28,504.00        

Fire Hydrant O/E       

   19,000.00                        

Electric O/E 
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 16,000.00 

Street Lights O/E   

   10,000.00 

Sewer System O/E 

   13,000.00 

F I C A:                        

  180,000.00 

Municipal Court S/W 

    5,000.00 

 

Total:  $703,825.00          Total:                   $703,825.00  

 
 

CA-11Requesting Permission for the Dedication by Rider for Multiple 
Dwelling Improvement Trust Fund 

  
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION 

BY RIDER FOR MULTIPLE DWELLING IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND 

REQUIRED BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received 
by a municipality when the revenue is subject to reasonably accurate estimates 

in advance; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee provides for receipt of Multiple 

Dwelling Improvement fundsby the municipality to provide for the operating 
costs to administer this act; and, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated 
from the Multiple Dwelling Improvement Trust Fund are hereby anticipated 

as revenue and are hereby appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is 
dedicated by statute or other legal requirement; and 
 

WHEREAS, PL 1985 c. 222 and NJS 52:27D-320 allows for the Multiple 
Dwelling Improvement Trust Fund to collect Developer’s Fees for emergency 

repairs: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 

3. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of the Director 
of the Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures of 
Multiple Dwelling Improvement, Borough of Fort Lee 

 
4. The Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen is hereby 

directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 
 

CA-12 Requesting Permission for the Dedication by Rider for Police School 
Resource Trust Fund 
 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION 
BY RIDER FOR POLICE SCHOOL RESOURCE TRUST FUND 

REQUIRED BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 

 



Regular Meeting                                     March 12, 2015 
                                                              Page #12  

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received 

by a municipality when the revenue is subject to reasonably accurate estimates 
in advance; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee provides for receipt of Police 
School Resource fundsby the municipality to provide for the operating costs to 
administer this act; and, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated 

from the Police School Resource Trust Fund are hereby anticipated as revenue 
and are hereby appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is dedicated 
by statute or other legal requirement; and 
 

WHEREAS, NJS 40A:5-29 allows for the Police School Resource Trust 

Fund to receive donations for school drug awareness programs: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 

3. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of the Director 

of the Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures of 
Police School Resource, Borough of Fort Lee 

 
4. The Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen is hereby 

directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 
 
 

CA-13 Requesting Permission for the Dedication by Rider for Senior Citizen 
Advisory Council Trust Fund 

 
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION 

BY RIDER FOR SENIOR CITIZEN ADVISORY COUNCIL TRUST FUND 

REQUIRED BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received 
by a municipality when the revenue is subject to reasonably accurate estimates 

in advance; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee provides for receipt of Senior 

Citizen Advisory Council funds by the municipality to provide for the operating 
costs to administer this act; and, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated 
from the Senior Citizen Advisory Council Trust Fund are hereby anticipated 

as revenue and are hereby appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is 
dedicated by statute or other legal requirement: 
 

WHEREAS, NJS 40A:5-29 allows for the Senior Citizen Advisory Council 
Trust Fund to receive donations for senior citizen activity programs: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 

3. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of the Director 

of the Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures of 
theSenior Citizen Advisory Council, Borough of Fort Lee 
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 2. The Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen is hereby 
directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services. 

 

CA-14 Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for Verizon vs. Fort 

Lee at 502 Main Street, Block 3655, Lot 4 for 2012-2015 
 
 WHEREAS, Verizon is the owner and/or taxpayer of property located at 

502 Main Street, also known as Block 3655, Lot 4; and 
  

WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for the years 2012, 2013, 2014 
and 2015 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled Verizon vs Fort 
Lee, which are presently pending in the Tax Court; and 

  
WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney, the 

Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the matters be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough; 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby authorized 
and directed to execute any and all documents necessary in order to finalize the 

settlement of litigation entitled Verizon vs Fort Lee, so that for tax year 2012, the 
complaint will be withdrawn, and the assessment of $3,567,100 will remain 

intact; for tax year 2013, the complaint will be withdrawn, and the assessment 
of $3,567,100 will remain intact; for tax year 2014, the assessment of 
$3,567,100 will be reduced to $3,200,000, resulting in a total refund of 

$7,933,and for tax year 2015, the assessment of $3,567,100 will be reduced to 
$2,900,000, resulting in a total credit to taxpayer of $14,500, as against 2015 
taxes; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is predicated 

upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by the taxpayer. 
 
CA-15 Authorize the Issuance of a Limousine License – Nicholas Percontino 

d/b/a Ermes Limousine – 2037 Lemoine Avenue 
 

      WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Nicholas Percontino to 
establish and operate Ermes Limousine at 2037 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey a limousine business in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
      WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only twelve (12) such companies 
can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently there are seven (7) 

limousine businesses operating; and  
 

      WHEREAS, the applicant and business location has been reviewed and 
approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, Building Department and Fire 
Department, 

 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 

applicable license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to 
issue a limousine business owner’s license  to Nicholas Percontino d/b/a Ermes 
Limousine for the operation of a limousine service.  

 
CA-16 Authorize the Issuance of a Limousine License- Kyung Uk Lee d/b/a 
Paa Bang Limo, LLC – 185 Bridge Plaza North 

     
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Kyung Uk Lee to establish 

and operate Paa Bang Limo. LLC, at 185 Bridge Plaza North, Suite 208,  Fort 
Lee, New Jersey a limousine business in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
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    WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only twelve (12) such companies 

can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently there are seven (7) 
limousine businesses operating; and  
 

      WHEREAS, the applicant and business location has been reviewed and 
approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, Building Department and Fire 
Department, 

 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 

applicable license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to 
issue a limousine business owner’s license  to Kyung Uk Lee d/b/a Paa Bang 
Limo, LLC for the operation of a limousine service.  

 
CA-17 Authorize the Issuance of a Limousine License- Roberto D. Semorile 

d/b/a Fort Lee Car Service – 1605 John Street, Suite #123 
 
  

A RESOLUTIUON OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE GRANTING A LIMOUSINE 
BUSINESS LICENSE TO ROBERTO SEMORILE d/b/a FORT LEE CAR 

SERVICE, LLC 

 
      WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Roberto D. Semorile to 

establish and operate Fort Lee Car Service, LLC at 1605 John Street, Suite 
#123, Fort Lee, New Jersey a limousine business in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 

     WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only twelve (12) such companies 
can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently there are seven (7) 
limousine businesses operating; and  

 
      WHEREAS, the applicant and business location has been reviewed and 

approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, Building Department and Fire 
Department, 
 

    WHEREAS, the applicant has been advised that once the vehicle (s) are 
purchased the proper vehicle documentation must be obtained and properly 

inspected by the Fort Lee Police Department.  
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 

applicable license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to 
issue a limousine business owner’s license  to Roberto Semorile, d/b/a FORT 
LEE CAR SERVICE, LLC for the operation of a limousine service.  

 
CA-18 Authorizing the Qualification of Engineering Firms for the Provision 

of Professional Engineering Services – Sanitary Storm Water Infrastructure 
Assessment Combined Overflow System 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AUTHORIZING THE QUALIFICATION OF ENGINEERING FIRMS 

FOR THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 

Lee (“Borough”) to qualify various engineering firms to provide professional engineering 
services for projects related to sanitary storm water infrastructure assessment of the 
Borough’s combined overflow system for the period from on or about March 1, 2015 

through February 29, 2016; and 
 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same shall 
be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, whose 
practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge  

 



Regular Meeting                                     March 12, 2015 
                                                              Page #15  

 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged formal course of 

specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to be 
necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough publicly requested on January 20, 2015 Statements of 

Qualifications for the performance of professional engineering services during the 
period from on or about March 1, 2015 through February 29, 2016, and received 
Statements of Qualifications on February 19, 2015; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to qualify the following engineering firms to 

perform such professional engineering services in accordance with their Qualification 
Statements submitted in response to the Borough’s public solicitation: 
 

Arcadis U.S., Inc. 

Boswell Engineering 

CME Associates 

Hatch Mott MacDonald 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

Remington, Vernick & Arango Engineers 

T & M Associates 

; and 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 etseq., commonly known as the New Jersey 
Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open process” 

pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough solicited Qualification Statements from engineering 

firms pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law and has determined that 
the qualification of the above-listed engineering firms will be the most advantageous to 
the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the above-listed professionals possess the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional services required by the Borough; 

and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of qualifying the above-listed engineering 
firms for the potential award of contracts for professional services in accordance with 
the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

etseq., and New Jersey Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the qualification of the above-listed engineering firms by the 
Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and any subsequent award of a 
contract will be necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
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1. The following engineering firms, having submitted Qualifications 
Statements to the Borough, have satisfied the requirements of the Borough and are 
qualified for the award of contracts for professional engineering services projects 

related to sanitary storm water infrastructure assessment of the Borough’s combined 
overflow system through a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New Jersey 
Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law: 

 
Arcadis U.S., Inc. 

Boswell Engineering 
CME Associates 
Hatch Mott MacDonald 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Remington, Vernick & Arango Engineers 

T & M Associates 
 
2. Should the Borough Engineer determine that professional engineering 

services related to sanitary storm water infrastructure assessment of the Borough’s 
combined overflow system are required, it is hereby authorized to request proposals 
from any of the above-listed firms for presentation to the Borough for consideration 

and award of a contract.  These firms are not authorized to begin any work nor are any 
monies to be paid for professional engineering services rendered until such time that a 

separate resolution for a specific project or projects, with the total cost clearly stated, 
is adopted by the Borough. 
 

3. Any future contract will be awarded as a “professional service” and this 
qualification process and resolution are part of the award process. 
 

4. The adoption of this resolution in no way requires that any firm listed in 
this resolution be awarded a contract and there is no guarantee or presumption that a 

contract will be awarded.  The Borough reserves the exclusive right to select and 
award a contract for professional engineering services to one or more of the above-
listed firms or may, at its sole discretion, select and award a contract for professional 

engineering services to another qualified engineering firm not listed herein provided all 
requirements of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law are followed. 

 
CA-19 Awarding Second Contract Extension for the Provision of Third-
Party Ambulance Billing Services – Advanced Data Processing, Inc. D/B/A 

Intermedix, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AWARDING A SECOND EXTENSION OF A CONTRACT WITH ADVANCED 

DATA PROCESSING, INC. D/B/A INTERMEDIX FOR THE PROVISION OF 
THIRD-PARTY AMBULANCE BILLING SERVICES FOR THE FORT LEE 

MUNICIPAL AMBULANCE CORPS 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 

Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract 
after a public procurement to Advanced Data Processing, Inc. d/b/a Intermedix 
(“Intermedix”) for the provision of third-party billing services for the Fort Lee 

Municipal Ambulance Corps; and 
 
WHEREAS, the contract with Intermedix has a term of one year, ending 

on June 1, 2014, with an option for two one-year renewals at the Borough’s sole 
discretion; and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 

Borough authorized a one-year extension of the contract with Intermedix for the 

provision of third-party billing services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance  
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Corps; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the third-party ambulance 

billing services have been performed by Intermedix during the past two years in 

an effective and efficient manner in accordance with the terms of the contract, 
and the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of extending the 
contract for the provision of third-party ambulance billing services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the parties have agreed that the terms of a second one-year 

extension of the contract shall be the same as the terms and conditions, 
including rates for the services, that were in effect during the initial year of the 
contract and the first extension year; and 

 
WHEREAS, the second one-year extension of the contract with Intermedix 

for the provision of third-party billing services for the Fort Lee Municipal 
Ambulance Corps under the same terms and conditions that governed the 
relationship between the parties during the first two years of the contract is in 

the best interests of the Borough and necessary for its efficient operations; 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
 

(1) That the contract for the performance by Advanced Data Processing, 
Inc. d/b/a Intermedix, 6451 N. Federal Highway, Suite 1000, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida 33308 of third-party billing services for the Fort Lee Municipal 

Ambulance Corps is hereby extended for a second and final period of one year 
upon the same terms and conditions, including pricing, as set forth in the initial 
contract and first extension period with the Borough. 

 
 (2) That the extension of the contract upon the same terms and 

conditions is advantageous to the Borough and in its best interests as the 
services provided by Intermedix have been effective and efficient.    

 

(3) That the Mayor is authorized to execute a one-year contract 
extension on behalf of the Borough based upon the same terms and conditions 

as the initial contract between the parties, subject to review by the Borough 
Attorney as acceptable in form and content. 

 

(4) That the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has certified that 
funds are available for this purpose.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be 
maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made available for public 

inspection.   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise the 

award of the contract extension in a newspaper as required by law. 
 

 
CA-20 Awarding Contract to Harris Corporation, West Brookfield, MA, 
Maintenance of the Public Safety Radio System 

 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO HARRIS CORPORATION 
FOR PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO SYSTEM MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

 
 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 

Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) determined that  
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improvements were necessary to the Borough’s public safety radio 

communications system and authorized the award of a contract for the 
evaluation of the existing radio communication system, and to provide a report 
outlining findings and recommendations; and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq., the 

Borough solicited bids for the provision of a wireless public safety radio 
communications network for the protection of the Borough’s emergency 

response personnel in performing vital municipal services and the citizens of the 
Borough and awarded a contract to M/A-COM, Inc.; and  
 

 WHEREAS, as part of the upgrade to the wireless public safety radio 
communications system, it is necessary to contract for the maintenance of the 

public safety radio communications system in order to ensure it uninterrupted 
operation; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough wish to award a 
contract for the provision services for the maintenance of the public safety radio 
communications system; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local Public 

Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq., and received quotations for the 
provision of services for the maintenance of the public safety radio 
communications system; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5, 
authorizes that the provision of goods or performance of services involving 

proprietary computer hardware and software may be negotiated and awarded by 
resolution of a public entity without public advertising and bidding; and 

 
WHEREAS, Harris Corporation has submitted a proposal, dated March 3, 

2015, outlining the maintenance services for proprietary hardware and software 

to be provided, and the technical consulting services to be performed for the 
Borough; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of services for the 
maintenance of the public safety radio communications system is in the best 

interests of the Borough; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this contract is 

necessary for its efficient operations;  
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Harris Corporation, 88 Shea Road, West Brookfield, 
Massachusetts 01585 shall be and is hereby awarded a contract in the amount of 

$87,934.00 for the provision of services for the maintenance of the public safety 
radio communications system in accordance with its proposal, dated March 3, 
2015, attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and 

contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance satisfactory 
to the Borough. 
 

 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding, in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5, 

because the contract entails the provision of goods or performance of services 
involving proprietary computer hardware and software.  
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 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a 
contract between the Borough and Harris Corporation for provision of services for 
the maintenance of the public safety radio communications system in 

accordance with its proposal, dated March 3, 2015, in the amount of $87,934.00, 
and further memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions 
as may be necessary. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer certifies that 

funds are available for the project. 
 
       BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and contract are 

available for public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s office. 
 

 
CA-21 Interlocal Services Agreement with Borough of Ridgefield- 
Temporary Health Officer 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A SHARED 

SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
FOR AN INTERIM HEALTH OFFICER 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 
corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield (“Ridgefield”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and various surrounding towns currently provide 
for a sharing of various municipal services through the Uniform Shared Services 

and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 etseq., that results in efficiencies for the 
benefits of the taxpayers in each municipality; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 26:3-19 provides a local board of health with the 
authority to employ such personnel as shall be deemed necessary to assist it to 

carry into effect the powers vested it by virtue of N.J.S.A. 26:3-1 etseq. and its 
implementing regulations; and 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 8:52-4.1 provides each local board of health shall 
employ a full-time health officer who functions as the chief executive officer of 

the local health department and holds an active license from the New Jersey 
Department of Health pursuant to N.J.A.C. 8:7-1 etseq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Ridgefield currently has a contractual arrangement with the 
Borough of Palisades Park (“Palisades Park”) to make available on a shared 

services basis Ridgefield’s health officer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ridgefield has requested that the Borough make available on 

a shared services basis the Borough’s health officer during the period from April 
20, 2015 through November 1, 2015 because Ridgefield’s health officer will be 
out on an authorized maternity leave; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has offered to make its health officer available to 

Ridgefield during the period maternity leave based on compensation of 
$3,000.00 per month; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the entry into a Shared Services Agreement with Ridgefield for 
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the shared use of the Borough’s health officer will not result in any costs being 

incurred by the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Shared Services Agreement has a term of coincidental 

with the period of maternity leave; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into the Shared Services 

Agreement, enabling Ridgefield to meet its statutory obligations to employ a 
health officer; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the entry into the Shared Services Agreement with Ridgefield 
complies with the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act and is in the 

best interests of the Borough; 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

 1. That entry into the Shared Services Agreement with Ridgefield, is 
pursuant to and in accordance with theUniform Shared Services and 
Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 etseq., and is hereby authorized. 

 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute an 

agreement between the Borough and Ridgefield, memorializing the terms and 
conditions for the shared use of the Borough’s health officer during the period of 
authorized maternity leave for Ridgefield’s health officer, all in accordance with the 

provisions of N.J.A.C. 8:52-1 etseq.. 
 
 3. That upon execution of the Shared Services Agreement, this 

resolution and the agreement between the parties shall be available for public 
inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 
 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

CA-22 Shared Services Agreement with Borough of Palisades Park- Sanitary 
Sewer Use Sewers for “Berkeley, LLC” 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A REVISED SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT 

WITH THE BOROUGH OF PALISADES PARK FOR AN INTERCONNECTION OF 
A SPECIFIC PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF PALISADES 

PARK WITH THE FORT LEE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM  

 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal corporation of 
the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Palisades Park (“Palisades Park”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Palisades Park both operate and maintain sanitary 
sewer systems within their municipal boundaries for the health, safety and welfare of 
their respective citizens; and 

 
WHEREAS, Berkeley Palisades Park, LLC (“Berkeley”), 250 Pehle Avenue, Suite 

200, Saddle Brook, New Jersey, has received all necessary approvals from the 
Planning Board of Palisades Park to construct a sixteen unit residential development 
at Fourteenth Street and East Edsall Boulevard in Palisades Park (“Property”); and  
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WHEREAS, the topography and wetlands associated with the Property make it 

impractical for sewer lines to be connected to the Palisades Park sewer system; and 
 

WHEREAS, Palisades Park requested that the Borough accept the connection of 

the Property into the Borough’s sanitary sewer system, subject to reimbursement by 
Palisades Park of the costs associated with the additional flow introduced into the 
Borough’s sanitary sewer system for processing at the Bergen County Utilities 

Authority (“BCUA”) sewerage treatment plant; and 
 

WHEREAS, it will be necessary in order to connect the Property into the 
Borough’s sanitary sewer system that Berkeley install and maintain a force main; and  
 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the Borough 
authorized the execution of a Shared Services Agreement with Palisades Park and 

Berkeley, permitting the connection of the Property into the Borough’s sanitary sewer 
system, subject to reimbursement by Palisades Park for the costs associated with the 
additional flow introduced into the Borough’s sanitary sewer system; and  

 
WHEREAS, subsequent to the execution of the Shared Services Agreement, the 

Borough, Palisades Park and Berkeley agreed that Berkeley should be required to 

install a meter to measure the actual sewage flow into the Borough’s sanitary sewer 
system rather than estimating the flow based on the number of dwelling units and the 

expected flow in accordance with regulations of the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough engineer has reviewed the details of the 
interconnection and determined that the interconnection will have a de minimus 
impact on the Borough’s sewer line and the Stillwell Avenue Pump Station, and that 

the reimbursement methodology based upon actual flow and the BCUA’s applicable 
rates is reasonable; and 

 
WHEREAS, Palisades Park has requested that the Borough enter into a revised 

Shared Services Agreement whereby the Borough would accept the interconnection of 

the Property with the Borough’s sanitary sewer system and  Palisades Park would 
reimburse the Borough for the actual costs associated with the additional flow 

introduced into the Borough’s sanitary sewer system; and 
 

WHEREAS, all costs for the interconnection of the Property with the Borough’s 

sanitary sewer system will be the sole responsibility of Berkeley; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order to accommodate its neighboring municipality, the Borough 

wishes to enter into a revised Shared Services Agreement, substantially similar to the 
agreement attached hereto, permitting the interconnection of the Property with the 

Borough’s sanitary sewer system, subject to reimbursement by Palisades Park for the 
actual costs associated with the additional flow introduced into the Borough’s sanitary 
sewer system; and  

 
WHEREAS, the entry into a revised Shared Services Agreement with Palisades 

Park is in accordance with the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 
40A:65-1 etseq. and in the best interests of the Borough; 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That the Shared Services Agreement, dated February 19, 2014,  by and among the 
Borough, Palisades Park and Berkeley is hereby nullified and deemed to be of no further 

force and effect. 
 
 2. That entry into a revised Shared Services Agreement with Palisades Park, upon 

terms substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto, is pursuant to and in  
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 accordance with the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 
etseq., and is hereby authorized. 

 

 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a revised Shared 
Services Agreement, in substantially the same form as that attached hereto, by and 
among the Borough, Palisades Park, and Berkeley, memorializing the terms and 

conditions for the interconnection of the Property with the Borough’s sanitary sewer 
system. 

 
4. That upon execution of the revised Shared Services Agreement, this resolution and 
the agreement between the parties shall be available for public inspection in the Office of 

the Borough Clerk. 
 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
CA-23 Determine Area In Need of Redevelopment, Block 3557, Lots 4, 5, 6, 

7 & 8, Known as Redevelopment Area 8 
 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY DETERMINING THAT THE 

AREA GENERALLY KNOWN AS TAX BLOCK 3557, LOTS 4, 5, 6, 7 AND 8, AS 
SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE QUALIFY AND 
ARE DETERMINED AS AN AREA IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT PURSUANT 

TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET SEQ.) AND SHALL BE KNOWN AS REDEVELOPMENT 
AREA 8 

 
WHEREAS, Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6 

provides that “No area of a municipality shall be determined to be a 
redevelopment area unless the Governing Body of the municipality shall, by 
resolution, authorize the planning board to undertake a preliminary 

investigation to determine whether the proposed area is a redevelopment area 
according to the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5;” and 

 
WHEREAS, on August 21, 2014 the Borough Council, by way of 

resolution, which resolution was subsequently amended, did authorize the Fort 

Lee Planning Board to undertake a preliminary investigation with regard to 
certain properties located at 1679-1685 Bergen Boulevard and 604-608 Main 
Street, specifically Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 in Block 3557, (the “Study Area”) to 

determine if they may be deemed “a non-condemnation redevelopment area”; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Board conducted a preliminary investigation of 

the Study Area in accordance with the guidelines set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6 

to determine whether the Study Area is a non-condemnation redevelopment area 
according to the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5; and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6, 
the Planning Board caused notice of the hearing to be published and caused a 

copy of the notice to be mailed, at least ten days prior to the date set for the 
hearing, to the last owner of the properties within the Study Area according to 
the assessment records of the Borough; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board conducted a public hearing on this matter 

on December 1, 2014; and 
  

WHEREAS, a report, dated November 2014, was prepared by Phillips 

Preiss Grygiel, LLC, which is incorporated herein by reference, and was  
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presented to the Planning Board that set forth certain findings with respect to 

the eligibility of the Study Area as a non-condemnation redevelopment area in 
accordance with the provisions N.J.S.A 40A:12A-5; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Michael Jovishoff of Phillips Preiss Grygiel, LLC, a licensed 
professional planner was accepted as an expert and presented extensive 
testimony supporting and supplementing the aforesaid report and addressing 

the statutory criteria at each of the public hearings; and 
 

 WHEREAS, no written objections were received; and 
 
 WHEREAS, no testimony was presented by members of the public; and 

 
 WHEREAS, as a result of its finding of fact, the Planning Board, by action 

taken on December 1, 2014, which action is reflected in correspondence dated 
December 2, 2014 from Barbara Klein, Planning Administrator to the Borough 
Clerk, concluded, based on the evaluations, findings and conclusions set forth 

in the November 2014 report on the Study Area prepared by Phillips Preiss 
Grygiel, LLC and the testimony of Michael Jovishoff of Phillips Preiss Grygiel, 
LLC, a licensed professional planner that: 

 
1. The Study Area is comprised of unimproved vacant land that has 

remained so for a period of more than ten (10) years, which properties 
are underutilized.  
 

2. By reason of the Study Area’s location within the Borough and 
topography, it is not likely to be developed through the 
instrumentality of private capital.  

 
3. The Study Area fails to contribute to the vitality and economic well-

being of this section of the Borough.  
 

4. Without public intervention in the form of a unified and cohesive 
redevelopment strategy, the Study Area is likely to remain stagnant 

and unproductive.  
 

5. As a result, the properties in the Study Area, in their current state, 
are detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare of the 

community.    
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board recommends, based on its preliminary 

investigation and the factual findings made by the Planning Board, that the 
Study Area be designated a non-condemnation redevelopment area pursuant to 
the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, etseq. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee hereby accepts the findings of the Planning Board as made 
at a public hearing on December 1, 2014 as supported by the November 2014 
report on the Study Area prepared by Phillips Preiss Grygiel, LLC and the 

testimony of Michael Jovishoff of Phillips Preiss Grygiel, LLC, a licensed 
professional planner and as further set forth in the Planning Board 

correspondence dated December 2, 2014 and determines that certain properties 
located at 1679-1685 Bergen Boulevard and 604-608 Main Street, specifically 
Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 in Block 3557, as shown on the Tax Map of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, referred to herein as the Study Area, qualifies as an “area in need of 
redevelopment” and which shall be a non-condemnation redevelopment area 
pursuant to the provisions of the Local Redevelopment Act and Housing Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 etseq. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon adoption of this resolution, the  
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Borough Clerk shall transmit a copy of this resolution to the Commissioner of 

Community Affairs for the State of New Jersey for review pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:12A-6.b.(5).   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that within ten (10) days of the approval of 
the determination that certain properties comprising of Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 in 
Block 3557, as shown on the Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee qualifies as an 

“area in need of redevelopment” pursuant to the provisions of the Local 
Redevelopment Act and Housing Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 etseq.), the Borough 

Clerk shall serve, a notice of the determination, upon each person who filed a 
written objection thereto and stated, in or upon the written submission, an 
address to which notice of determination may be sent.  

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the adoption of this Resolution, 

the Borough Clerk shall serve a notice of the determination upon the last owner 
of the properties within the Study Area according to the assessment records of 
the Borough, which notice shall be in accordance with the requirements set 

forth in the Local Redevelopment Act and Housing Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 
etseq.). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this determination shall be binding and 
conclusive upon all persons affected by such determination. 

 
CA-24 Approving Developers Agreement for Two Eagles Group, LLC- 1622 
Parker Avenue & 164 English Street 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE  DEVELOPER’S 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND TWO EAGLES 
GROUP, LLC 

 
WHEREAS, on March 25, 2014, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of Adjustment 

(“ZBA”) granted approvals to Two Eagles Group, LLC (the “Developer”) for 

development of a three (3) story retail and office building consisting of 
approximately 9,800 square feet on property known as Block 4354, Lots 1 & 2, 

also known as 1622 Parker Avenue and 164 English Street (the “Property”); and 
 
WHEREAS, on May 13, 2014, the ZBA adopted a  resolution memorializing 

the approval, which was subject to the Developer entering into a Developer’s 
Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the Borough 
Attorney and is attached hereto. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby approved and 

authorize to the execution of the Developer’s Agreement with the Developer.   
 

CA-25 Authorize the Revised Employee Personnel Policies & Procedures 
Manual 
 

RESOLUTION REGARDING ADOPTION OF THE REVISED 
PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 
 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Borough of Fort Lee to treat current and 
prospective employees in a manner consistent with all state and federal laws 
and regulations including but not limited to Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, as amended by the Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, the Age Discrimination  
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in Employment Act, the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Fair Labor Standards 

Act, The Family and Medical Leave Act, the Conscientious Employee Protection 
Act, (the New Jersey General’s guidelines with respect to Police Department 
personnel), the New Jersey Compensation Act, the Federal consolidated 

Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA) and the Open Public Meetings Act;  
and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that there is a need for personnel 
policies and procedures manual (“Manual”) to ensure that current and 

prospective employees are treated in a manner consistent with all state and 
federal laws and regulations and has, in the past, promulgated such a Manual; 
and  

 
WHEREAS,it is necessary from time to time to revise the Manual for the 

purpose of improving operations or conforming to new regulations and/or 
procedures; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and the Borough Labor Attorney 
have recently revised the Manual for the purpose described herein; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee 
hereby adopts as its policy the revised Personnel Policies and Procedures 

Manual prepared by the Borough Administrator and Labor Attorney, and 
available for review in the office of the Borough Clerk, as set forth in the 
personnel policies and procedures of the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 
Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street – questioned CA-8, CA-12, CA-13, CA-24 

& CA-25. 

 
There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on motion 

by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Sohmer.  The consent 
agenda was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
Cervieri 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 
R-2 Approving Developers Agreement for Premier Developers, LLC- 2260 
Linwood Avenue 

 
Mayor Sokolich did not participate during this portion of the meeting.  

Council President Sohmer presided over this portion of the meeting.   
 
Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE  DEVELOPER’S 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND PREMIER 

DEVELOPERS, LLC 
 
WHEREAS, on October 14, 2014, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of Adjustment 

(“ZBA”) granted approvals to Premier Developers, LLC (the “Developer”) for 
development of three (3) single family townhouses story on property known as 

Block 6051, Lot 21, also known as 2260 Linwood Avenue (the “Property”); and 
 
WHEREAS, on October 28, 2014, the ZBA adopted a resolution  
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memorializing the approval, which was subject to the Developer entering into a  

Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the Borough 

Attorney and is attached hereto. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby approved and 
authorize to the execution of the Developer’s Agreement with the Developer.   

 
The Resolution was approvedon the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 

 
 
R-3 Authorize Extension of the 2015 Municipal Budget Temporary 

Appropriations - $5,288,172.00 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 
 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-19 provides that where contracts, commitments 

or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of the 2015 Municipal Budget, 

temporary appropriations should be made for the purposes and amounts 
required in the manner and time therein provided; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-19.1 allows for an extended time period for said 
temporary appropriations, where budget adoption dates have been extended and 

with the permission of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, 
for the period between the date upon which said 2015 budget was scheduled for 
adoption pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-5 and the actual date upon which the budget 

is adopted; and  
 

WHEREAS, said extended temporary appropriations total $5,288,172.00 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough Of Fort Lee, that the following temporary appropriations be made and 
that a certified copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial 
Officer for the Borough records: 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 

 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 
Councilman Pohan – No report. 
 

Councilman Sohmer – Congratulated Sergeant Edward Young and the 
Detective Justin Wanco, Detective Marc Miskovitz and Detective Deborah 
Siracuse.  He congratulated Police Officer Philip Ross on his retirement.   

 
 He stated the Fire Department has had 474 calls as of right now.  He 

asked if anyone was interested in becoming a volunteer firefighter to please 
contact the Fire Department at 201-592-3500 extension 1013.        
 

Councilman Suh – Reported that the Fort Lee American Little League Baseball  
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is having their last call to sign and asked the public to call 201-592-3746 
concerning the league 
 

Councilman Sargenti – Commended all of the departments for their hard work 
during the snow storms.  He also commented that many municipalities had an 
issue with obtaining salt this season as the manufacturer was unable to quickly 

produce and meet the demands of the various towns.   
 

 He announced that a St. Patrick’s Day party in memory of Robert Tessaro 
will be held on March 14th at the Fort Flee Fire House No. 1, during the hours of 
6:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M., donations will be accepted.   

 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – Reported the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign is in full 

swing and it’s not too late to participate.  The wellness group meets every 
Wednesday at the Recreation Center.   
 

 The Library is open despite a recent situation with a broken pipe.  The 
Library is currently accepting book donations for their book sale scheduled for 
May.  

 
Councilman Cervieri – Announced the Richard A. Nest Adult Activity Center, 

319 Main Street will hold their monthly dinner dance on Sunday, March 22nd, 
from 5:00 P.M. – 9:30 P.M., admission for Fort Lee residents $15.00, non-
residents $18.00.  Please contact the center for additional information at 201-

592-3500 extension 1300. 
  
 He announced that the Richard A. Nest Adult Activity Center will host a 

women’s discussion group beginning Thursday, April 2nd at 12: 30P.M. the 
group will continue to meet every Thursday thereafter on the upper level of the 

center for a topic based discussion to explore their lives as women. Please 
contact the center at 201-592-3500 extension 1300 for additional information. 
  

 He also announced the Fort Lee fully sanctioned duplicate bridge will be 
held on Friday’s at 10:00 A.M. at the Recreation Center on Stidwell Avenue.  

Please contact the Recreation Center at 201-592-3500 extension 1301 for 
further information. 
 

 He congratulated Police Officer Philip Ross on his retirement. 
 
 He congratulated Sergeant Edward Young and his family on his 

promotion. 
 

 He offered is condolences to the Tessaro family. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich – Congratulated Sergeant Young and Detective Wanco, 

Detective Miskovitz and Detective Siracuse on their promotions this evening.   
 

 He offered his deepest condolences to the Tessaro family 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for 
discussion. 
 

  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 Speaker    Subject           Response 
 Nina Levinson  *Potholes within the Borough        Mayor Sokolich 
 1560 West Street  *Sign at the Modern Building        Mayor Sokolich & 
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      Modern Building          Councilman Cervieri 
                Councilman Pohan 
 

 Mayor Sokolich at 8:12 P.M. stepped away from the dais and exited the 
Council Chambers and was absent for the remainder of the meeting. 
 

 Council President Sohmer presided over the remainder of the meeting. 
 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman 
Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, and there being no further 
discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no objections at 8:20 P.M.  

 
 

 
 
________________________ 

Evelyn Rosario, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
Thursday, April 9, 2015 @ 8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 

 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Suh, Sargenti, 

Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Sohmer 

 
 ALSO PRESENT: Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

    Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 
    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in the following manner: 
 

 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 
regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 
forth therein. 

 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 
Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 

THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk.   

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and 

carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 18, 2014 Regular Meeting 
were approved. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and 
carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 1, 2015, Recessed Meeting 
were approved. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

  
Mayor Sokolich stated “I’m going to dispense with a lengthy opening 

statement, but this evening is an important night for Fort Lee we’re going to 

the adopt the 2015 Municipal Budget.  Our Borough Auditor, obviously, our 
Administrator is here, we have various representatives from the Borough to 

respond to any questions or issues that surface during the course of the 
public hearing that we’ll be having in just a few minutes.  It’s important 
because it represents, I think the culmination of a lot of effort by stabilizing 

taxes and on the municipal side of that tax bill, and I stress municipal side, 
because there’s the Board of Education side, but on the Municipal side under 
which we have the control, we have a zero increase, in fact a bit of a 

reduction.” 
 

PROCLAMATION: “National Library Week” 

 
Borough Clerk Rosario read the following Proclamation into the record. 
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 WHEREAS, the week of April 12th to April 18, 2015 has been designated 
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK throughout the Nation to honor the important 
service rendered the public by local libraries; and 

 
 WHEREAS, librarians are trained professionals, helping people of all ages 
and backgrounds find and interpret the information they need to live, learn and 

work in the 21st century; and 
 

 WHEREAS, libraries play a vital role in supporting the quality of life in 
their communities; and 
 

 WHEREAS, libraries are a part of the American dream; they are a place for 
education and self-help and because they offer free access to all, they bring 

opportunity to all, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, do hereby declare this week of April 12th to April 18, 
2015 as National Library Week in the Borough of Fort Lee, and urge all citizens 
of the community to enjoy the great array of resources available at their library 

and to share generously in its support to join me in expressing great 
appreciation to libraries and librarians for the vital service they provide. 

 
 

ORDINANCE  INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Ord. #2015-10 - “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 388 Vehicles and  
Traffic, Section 68, Schedule XXII: Parking Prohibited When Road Is Snow 

Covered” (Public Hearing May 14, 2015) 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2015-10 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 
388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, SECTION 68, SCHEDULE XXII: PARKING 

PROHIBITED WHEN ROAD IS SNOW COVERED, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed 

on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 14, 2015. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,Cervieri 

 
Ord. # 2015-11 - “An Ordinance Repealing and Replacing Chapter 289 

Parking, Article IV, Section 36 Residential Permit Parking” (Public 
HearingMay 14, 2015) 
 

 
On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman  

Pohan and carried, public comments was opened to the public relative to Ord. 
#2015-11entitled, “AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 
289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS 

AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING, OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”  
 

Public Comments: 
 

1. Nina Levinson – 1560 West Street,“I went to get my parking permit 
and I was very surprised on a number of issues.  The first issue is we’re paying 
$5.00 for 2 years as compared to $5.00 for 4 years before hand. When it was 
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only $5.00 for 4 years why are you complaining, so we said well it’s not going to 
stay that way and you all assured us oh we’re not going to make any changes.  
Long and behold it’s now double the amount. It would be interesting to know 

who is paying for the computer program which was done by an outside firm.”    
 
Mayor Sokolich – “The Parking Authority.” 

 
Ms. Levinson – “How much was it.” 

 
Mayor Sokolich – “I don’t know, but our Director is here in case you want 

to ask those questions, but I don’t know, she’ll be available to you this evening 

later on Nina.” 
 

Nina Levinson – “My next surprise was I didn’t get a sticker for my car, 
this way when people park on my street I have no idea whether they’re 
registered or not.” 

 
Mayor Sokolich – “But we do.” 

 

Nina Levinson – “Unless there is street cleaning where the ticket person 
stands right in front of the truck and hands out tickets,there is nobody ever 

showing up on my street, I’ve never seen anybody.” 
 
Councilman Cervieri – “Nina, that’s not exactly true in that I know that 

they go up and down the streets on a regular basis to make sure that there’s 
nobody from the outside parking.  They look for the stickers now, but they have 
something new that actually is much more efficient, it’s called a license plate 

identification method where they can just scan like the police department does 
to see if that car is registered in the Borough of Fort Lee. I do know that they go 

through on a regular basis because I’ve received complaints from contractors 
that have parked their vehicles on the street and they have been there for 
several hours, they're out of town they haven’t registered with the Parking 

Authority and they have been ticketed, so that’s not just the main streets and 
those are done on days that are not necessarily street sweeper days, so I know 

the Parking Authority does a very good job of trying to keep our streets for the 
residents for Fort Lee to prevent commuters from using our streets and 
depriving our residents of the use of parking in front of their own places.” 

 
Nina Levinson – “I’ve seen commuters parking their cars and I’ve not 

called it in because there was plenty of parking.” 

 
Mayor Sokolich – “There is always going to be those isolated pockets of 

violators.” 
 
Nina Levinson - “It isn’t isolated.” 

 
Mayor Sokolich – “We’re a commuting town #1, #2 it is an incredible 

challenge for the Parking Authority on a daily basis to deal with who belongs 
here and who doesn’t belong here. One of the license plate recognition that 
Councilman Cervieri just alluded to, is the state of the art technology which 

gives us the ability to, with less effort, make sure we track a lot more folks. We 
think that that’s going to go in a very long way to making sure that the folks that 
are using Fort Lee streets as a park and ride don’t do that anymore.  To bring 

ourselves into this technology and to defray that costs for $2.50 a year or $5.00 
for 2 years, if that’s the complaint then that’s an affirmation that we are doing a 

decent job up here, considering what the benefits are that the program brings.” 
 
Councilman Cervieri – “I’d like to also add that you said it’s $2.50 a year,  
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that’s $.20 cents a month; it costs $0.25 cents a ½ hour to park at a meter.   
This is $0.20 cents per month to make sure that our streets are reserved for the 
residents.” 

 
Nina Levinson – “I disagree that it’s only $0.20 cents a month, we pay for 

our streets over and over again, it’s no longer our streets. 

 
Nina Levinson – “If I have a visitor who stays for a couple of hours or so, 

and I don’t know how long they’re going to stay.  I have to find out the license 
number, now if I go visiting some place and they ask me for the license number, 
I haven’t the foggiest idea what it is, I don’t know what my license plate number 

is.  I recognize my car in many other ways.  Now, what happens if for example 
well, I’ve been sick, if I get sick again and I need some home help?  I go to the 

agency and they send me whomever they send me.” 
 

Mayor Sokolich – “That’s the beauty of the technology that weare 

introducing into Fort Lee, because that is a very simple adjustment. So opposed 
to the manual methods that we used to do in the past, which is now $5.00 for 2 
years which by the way is $85.00 for one year in Jersey City, I think it’ over 

$100.00 for one year in Hoboken, I think it’s $45.00 or $50.00 a year in North 
Bergen. Technology will allow you to register and that plate will no longer be 

ticketed.” 
 
Nina Levinson – “If I have a visitor, I have to call in the plate number, this 

means that whoever visits me, is on the record in the computer.” 
 
Mayor Sokolich – “Nina, let me ask you a question differently, let me 

answer your question with a question.  What is it you would suggest we do, the 
idea is to keep folks from stop using Fort Le as a park and ride. What would you 

suggest we do.” 
 
Nina Levinson – “Something that does not infringe on my personal….”  

 
Mayor Sokolich – “We’re doing something you might not like, but we’re 

doing something. That’s an idea and its state of the art and it’s been met with 
great success in other similarly situated communities. We’re not the first to do it 
because we wanted to see how it was working in other places that were similarly 

situated and it’s been met with great success. We’re hopeful that it’s going to be 
uneventful for your visitors to visit with you and we’re hopeful that the violators 
that continue to take up our parking spots will in fact be ticketed so that they 

don’t keep doing that here in the Borough of Fort lee and put us in danger and 
take our parking spaces.” 

 
Nina Levinson – “I’ll tell you one of the dangers, the information could be 

requested in a court of law.  My civil liberty is being violated by my having to tell 

you who is visiting me and who is not. It’s not your business.” 
 

Councilman Cervieri- “As a homeowner, you have a driveway, tell the 
person if you're that concerned to park in your driveway. It’s very simple.” 

 

Nina Levinson – “I may have two or three people coming to visit…..” 
 
Mayor Sokolich – “It’s a bit of a balancing test here, there’s going to be 

difficulties in implementation and that inconvenience has to be balanced with 
the benefits that the we believe the program is going to bring to us.” 

 
2. Alex Floratos - 1518 8th Street, “We got red stickers, I don’t know how 

that works on the computer system, and that hasn’t been made clear to us.  I 
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also called I believe in December, because I saw that is was expiring in 
December of last year, I was told that they were on order, nothing was told to 
the public that we’re going to an automated computerized system, and I’m ok, I 

work with computers and I don’t mind putting my credit card information when 
I purchase something, but I do mind if I don’t the company…… personal 
information, my phone number, my address, my driver’s license, my registration 

and my insurance information to some company called Numark, or Newbark or 
Mobile Now. I don’t know what protection I have, that information is going 

somewhere else.” 
 

Mayor Sokolich – Asked Ms. Gloria Gallo, Parking Authority Executive 

Director to come forward and answer Mr. Floratos questions. 
 

Gloria Gallo, Executive Director – “The information that you send on 
online comes only directly to my desk, so when you upload your documents only 
I see them to approve them, they do not go to a third party and we do not share 

any of our information.  The company has all the certifications that’s necessary 
for them to do their credit cards and the program that’s set up.”   

 

Mayor Sokoloch – “Gloria, is this the same company that’s in other 
communities?” 

 
Gloria Gallo – “Absolutely, they work in many of the communities.” 
 

Mayor Sokolich – “Are we are aware of any incidents, invasion of privacy 
incidents or security breech type incidents?” 

 

Gloria Gallo - “Not at all and we do have a contract with them that says 
they cannot share any of our information as well.” 

 
Mayor Sokolich – “And they are adequately insured in the event that there 

is a claim associated with that type of an event, correct?” 

 
Gloria Gallo – “That’s correct.” 

 
Councilman Cervieri – “Is any of the information that’s being sought right 

now when they register, is any additional information or something that’s more 

private being sought today, than in the past?” 
 
Gloria Gallo – “No nothing has changed, the only thing that’s changed is 

that you do not have a physical permit to put on your vehicle. All the 
information we take from you is the same information we always had. The only 

information that’s different it’s an e-mail, the e-mail that we take is so that we 
can notify you 60 days prior to your renewalas a reminder that your renewal will 
be up in 60 days.  That’s the only reason we would use the e-mail or to notify 

you of any parking issues or situations that you need to know about, otherwise 
you’ll never get an e-mail from us and we do not share any information.” 

 
Alex Floratos – “I just don’t recall giving you my insurance information in 

the past.” 

 
Gloria Gallo – “That’s correct, for people who do it online we require the 

insurance card, you just download a copy of the card, and like I said that only 

comes to me, that goes to no one else and that gets approved and that’s it. It’s 
not shared with anyone and that’s just for approval because you’re not in our 

office, that’s all.” 
 
Alex Floratos – “What about the red stickers.” 
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Gloria Gallo – “Those are your traffic passes, now, because the traffic pass 
is a visual thing for the police officers. There’s no way that we can do anything 
virtual with that. So we’re telling everyone to just keep your traffic passes,they’re 

still valid, we’ve contacted the police department they know that they’re still 
valid and you can still use them. They do not, the numbers don’t mean anything 
anymore, but for the residents that have them just keep them and if you need 

them 'cause you don’t have them we’ll give them to you free of charge, which is 
included in your $5.00 fee.” 

 
Alex Floratos – “I’m really not aware of this system in any other towns, but 

you’re saying there are other towns in New Jersey that have had it. I know the 

cost from what I understand, for this company is…..by the Parking Authority.” 
 

Gloria Gallo – “Yes, that’s correct” 
 
Alex Floratos – “But it’s you that’s approving this?” 

 
Gloria Gallo – “No, I don’t believe so, this is something that the Parking 

Authority and our Commissioners approve.” 

 
Alex Foratos – “So why are we even discussing it here?” 

 
Councilman Sargenti – “Because you came to the microphone.” 
 

Alex Foratos – “But it’s on the agenda.” 
 
Mayor Sokolich – “You make a very good point, we’re adopting an 

ordinance to increase the fee, I’ve allowed you, now, in retrospect, mistakenly to 
talk about a lot of other things other than what’s before us right now.  But, I 

don’t want to be rude, I want to allow you to talk, so that’s why we’re, where we 
are now.” 
 

 Gloria Gallo – “May I just say that the ordinance has only been changed to 
reflect the digital permits, because the permits were physical and so it said that 

you had to display them and you had to do all sorts of things. So, we changed 
the ordinance to just reflect the fact that they’re virtual.” 
 

3. George Porto – 450 Central Road, “I know you’re just talking about 
passing the ordinance or whatever.  You mentioned two things; one was if you 
have an e-mail, what do you if somebody doesn’t have an e-mail address?” 

 
Gloria Gallo – “The only reason we use the e-mail is to notify that you can 

renew.  If you don’t have an email there’s nothing that we….We can’t notify you 
that your renewal is up.” 

 

George Porto – “So you’re doing us a favor by notifying us.” 
 

Gloria Gallo – “Right, you would just have to keep track yourself, that it 
would be due two years from the date of issue.”  
 

George Porto – “Are you going to have some kind of meeting or something 
to explain it to the people?”  
 

Gloria Gallo – “We had two presentations at the Rec Center.” 
 

George Porto – “Will you have another one.” 
 
Gloria Gallo – “It was in the newspaper that we were having the  
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presentations, it’s been on our website.  We had it in the newsletter as 
well.” 

 
George Porto – “How many people showed up?” 
 

Gloria Gallo – “About 30” 
 

George Porto – “How many people live in Fort Lee?” 
 
Gloria Gallo – “I don’t know why no one showed up.” 

 
George Porto – “ So what I’m saying to you, you probably are now going to 

get more people interested as they sign up, it might be a benefit….” 
 
Mayor Sokolich – “Gloria, I’m going to impose upon you, can you give us 

more education?” 
 
Gloria Gallo – “Sure, I just have to reach out to the company, they have to 

fly their people in.  I can reach out to them and ask them if maybe in a 
month or so they can do another presentation.” 

 
 There being no further public comments, the public comments was closed 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2015-11entitled, “AN ORDINANCE REPEALING 

AND REPLACING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, 
MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL 

PERMIT PARKING, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 14, 2015. 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,Cervieri 

 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ord. #2015-9 – “Ordinance to Exceed The Municipal Budget Appropriation 
Limits & To Establish a Cap Bank” 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-

9entitled, “CALENDAR YEAR 2015-AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP 

BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)” 
 

1. George Porto – 450 Central Road – “Does it show up any place on the 

Budget itself ? What’s the CAP number? Is it $1,092,000 or something?” 
 
 Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “$1,092,000 is the additiona1 2% 

percent, that is by virtue of this ordinance.”  
 

 George Porto – “That’s the CAP Bank, plus you have the….” 
  

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor - “That’s… the states sets the CAP Rate 
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additional 2%, but more importantly, in order to preserve this year’s Cap Bank 
and last year’s CAP Bank, the ordinance needs to be adopted.  This budget that 
was introduced four weeks ago is 3.8 million dollars under the appropriation 

cap.  So what this ordinance does, it allows the Borough to preserve that 3.8 
million dollars for next year and the year after if God forbid they need that 
flexibility.” 

 
George Porto – “So assuming that we adopt this budget, what’s going to be 

the Cap Bank total for the three years or two years?” 
 
Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “We are going into next year 

$3,788,563.00.” 
  

 George Porto –$3,788,563.00, and that’s last year’s plus this year’s?” 
  

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “That is last year’s, that is this year’s 

and that is $800,000.00 from 2013, which will expire after this budget is 
adopted.” 

 

George Porto – “If we need it we can use it next year?” 
 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “Correct.” 
 
George Porto – “And it’s not in any place on the budget that’s going to be 

introduced or adopted tonight?” 
 
Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “The information is on sheet 3b-1 of 

the budget document and the information is in the ordinance as to how much 
was the 1 ½ % increase in the cap and what the additional $1,092,000 the 

additional 2% dollars.” 
 
George Porto – “But that just lays there someplace, it’s not on any of the 

paper work that was handed out, other than that one sheet that explains it.  So 
it’s not in the revenue side?” 

 
Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “Well no, because the bank has 

nothing to do with the budget.” 

 
There being no further public discussion, the public hearing was closed 

on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti. 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 

Public Hearing 
 2015 Municipal Budget 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Suh and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to the “2015 
Municipal Budget.” 

 
1. George Porto – 450 Central Road  - “ I was looking at sheet 11, and I 

noticed that if you look at the 2014 expended and the reserved, for some reason 
do not add across, are they supposed to add across?” 
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Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “Sheet 11 is revenue, are you talking 
about sheet 29?” 

 

George Porto – “It doesn’t add up?” 
 
Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “No, because there’s $380,000.00 of 

2014 appropriations. Because they went unexpended, automatically by statute, 
get lapsed to operations, that don’t get carried over as appropriation reserves.” 

 
George Porto – “The $381,098.00, that’s the difference?” 
 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “$381,098.04.” 
 

 
George Porto – “Looking at the general revenue, it went up $915,000.00, is 

that correct? So, the big increase was $611,000.00 that goes into surplus 

anticipated?”  
 
Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “Correct.” 

 
George Porto – “I know there’s a page here that tells you how you come up 

with that number.  If you look at the year 2014 December 31st balance on that 
sheet 39, that’s $5,751,849.35.” 

 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “That’s the surplus at the end of 
2014.” 

 

George Porto – “That means that’s monies that we didn’t spend?” 
 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “No, if you wanted to look at it as a 
business entity, that’s our retained earrings of the Borough at the end of the 
year.” 

 
   George Porto – “If we needed those funds, they would be available, 

because they’re liquid funds, right?” 
 

 Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “Right, they’re mostly cash, but again 

there is surplus that was left over from the year before, there was almost $4.7 
million dollars of surplus at the end of 2013 and the 2014 budget used 
$2,950,000, so there’s $1.7 million dollars that was carried forward into 2014, 

and about $4 million dollars were the results of operations.”  
 

George Porto – “The $2,950,00 was the surplus anticipated?” 
 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “In 2014” 

 
George Porto – “So the surplus anticipated this year is?” 
 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “$3,561,000 
 

George Porto – “How do you come up with that number?” 

 
Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “It’s a byproduct of, we had $4.6 

million dollars worth of surplus at the end of 2013, we now have $5.7 million 
dollars worth of surplus at the end of 2014, and the decision was made by the 
Finance Committee, the Administrator and the Governing Body that, because 

Fort Lee had a good operating in 2014, that a piece of that should be given back 
to the tax payers because it’s their money.” 
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George Porto – “So the piece that’s being given back is the $3.5 million?”  
 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “Right.” 

 
George Porto – “So the piece that we’re holding is the $2,190,000, right” 

 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “Right.” 
 

George Porto – “So, if I can make sure I fully understand this.  We could 
have taken that additional $2,190,000 and increased the surplus line, right? we 
could have, but we wouldn’t do it because we don’t want to get caught short.” 

 
Mayor Sokolich – “Correct.  It wouldn’t be sound accounting, sound 

practice, sound Government.” 
 

George Porto – “That’s essentially three points in the tax rate.” 

 
George Porto – “I just want to understand it.” 

 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “I think what you have to understand 
also, it’s more than black and white, it’s more than, well we have X number of 

dollars in surplus, so let’s use it all, which in my view would be reckless.  It 
wouldn’t be sound financial planning and more importantly one of the other 
things we look at and we look at as a significant issue, is the Borough’s bond 

rating. The rating agencies are very, very sensitive to what you have in surplus, 
how you utilize it, how you regenerate it and they look at the budget in total and 
basically they have parameters based on the size of the budget and the size of 

the municipality of how much you should carry in surplus which is partially for 
cash flow, in order to maintain your bond rating.”   

 
George Porto – “Is there a percentage of? ---” 

 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – “The percentage varies by town if 
you’re a smaller town, it can be 10 to 15 percent, in a town of this size it’s 

probably anywhere between 5 to 10 percent and we’re within that parameter. 
Basically the philosophy that this Governing Body has used over the last thirty 
some odd years I’ve been here, is we never use more surplus in this years’ 

budget then we believe will generate this year, to be able to utilize in next years’ 
budget, because obviously you don’t want spikes, you don’t want peaks and 
valleys.”  

 
George Porto – “Ok, I’m not disagreeing with it I just want to understand 

it. So let me get back to the revenue side, again it’s only another $300,000.00 
that brings us back to 915----, so it explains it a little bit.  A couple of the 
questions that I had, if I looked at---let’s see here, the construction revenue, you 

know those are all estimates, right? How do you come up with those numbers? 
 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor –“The budget law is very specific, that 
you could not anticipate in the next year a dollar more that you collected in cash 
in the previous year. Construction fees we budgeted $1,690,000.00 in 2014 we 

collected $1,875,000.00, this years’ budget is anticipating $1,850,000.00.  Also 
understanding, if you go about three blocks up the road there doing a pretty 
huge construction project.”  

 
Mayor Sokolich – “George can I ask you a quick question, just for the 

benefit of the public Steve, would it not be a fair statement to say that before the 
three biggest generators of income in the Borough of Fort Lee by far first---, 
Municipal Court fees and Construction, Building Department fees, permitting  
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fees, that type of thing.”  
 

George Porto – “And delinquent taxes, which is $1.3 million.  Ok, I also 

notice one thing the Borough of Cliffside sewer charges.  Last year we ----
anticipated $475,000.00, we got $394,000.00, how does that ----, we dropped it 
down to $394,000.00 for this year.  It’s not a yearly rate, is it based on 

consumption? ”    
 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor –“It’s based on flow.” 
 

George Porto – “We essentially said, what we got last year, we should get 

this year, but that number could be adjusted one way or the other.” 
 

Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor –“In 2014 we anticipated $475,000.00 
because we collected $475,000.00 in 2013.  Flow was down the next year, 
$394,000.00.” 

 
George Porto – “Which that would then help us with the, you know the 

providing everything else stayed the same, it’s going to increase the----.” 

 
Mayor Sokolich – “A couple of years ago, we sued the Bergen County 

Utilities Authority (BCUA) over this very issue.  Fort Lee is amongst one of only a 
handful of towns in the entire state that’s a combined district, in other words 
our storm water and our waste water go through the same pipes and are treated 

by the BCUA.  Most other towns there’s separate storm water that goes in one 
place and there’s separate sewer sanitary flow.”        
 

George Porto – “They changed the method of billing.” 
 

Mayor Sokolich – “Right, so we used to be----, and your bill is always 
based on number 1, the volume, the gallons---- and the second component of 
the bill was the concentration level, and they did that on an average, that level 

was on an average County wide.  Say it was level 10, Fort Lee would send 
gallons, millions of gallons of water including storm water, but effectively it was 

diluted because of that storm water. Because of the dilution we still paid more, 
but it balanced itself out, that was when they metered.  Now the County and the 
BCUA, have gone to a County wide average.  So the average of suspended solids 

it’s called, it’s probably up here even though Fort Lee’s suspended solid level is--
-, because of the dilution factor.  When you now apply those millions of gallons 
to the County average which is probably double--- it blows us out of the water, 

to about ----we got hit with an increase that was just under $1 million dollars, if 
I recall correctly.”      

 
George Porto – “And that’s because of the way they did it, before they were 

measuring it based on the solid content, now it’s based on your---.” 

 
A brief discussion continued concerning the Bergen County Utility Authorities 

(BCUA) and their method of billing.   
 
   

George Porto – Commented on various appropriations of the budget 
document. He commented on the following appropriation areas; Borough Clerk’s 
Office, Sheet 12, salary and wage program on sheet 15E. He commented on the 

group insurance on sheet 14. 
 

2. Nina Levinson – 1560 West Street – Commented that the Borough is 
amending the budget prior to adoption.  
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Steven Wielkotz, Borough Auditor – Responded and stated that after the 
State reviewed the introduced budget, the Borough was required to include 2-3 
line items, which had no affect on the budget numbers. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sargenti and carried, there being no further public comments the public 

hearing was closed relative to the “2015 Municipal Budget.” 
 

Resolution 
 
Clerk Rosario read the following Resolution into the record. 
 

RESOLUTION R-1 - AMEND MUNICIPAL BUDGET 2015 
 
 WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2015 was approved on 

March 12, 2015; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as 
advertised; and 
 

 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget, 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, that the following amendment to the 
approved budget of 2015 be made: 

 
CURRENT FUND BUDGET 
 

ANTICIPATED REVENUES    From   To 
 

3. Miscellaneous Revenues - Section G: Special Items 
of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written 
   Consent of Director of Local Government Services – 

   Other Special Items 
   Capital Fund Balance          28,977.00    28,815.00 
   Third Party Ambulance Billing      850,000.00  850,162.00  

 
 

APPROPRIATIONS     From   To 
 
8. (D)Municipal Debt Service – Excluded from “CAPS” 

      Interest on Bonds      1,900,000.00      1,896,000.00 
      Interest on Notes         50,000.00     54,000.00 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed 
forthwith in the Office of the Director of Local Government Services for his 

certification of the 2015 Local Municipal Budget so amended. 
 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the Amended Budget hereto and hereby made a 

part hereof is a true copy of the Amended Budget approved by resolution of the 
Governing Body on the 9th day of April 2015. 

 
 
   

Certified by me on this 9th day of April 2015 
Borough Clerk 

 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the Adopted Budget Amendment annexed hereto  
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and hereby made a part of the 2015 Budget is a copy of the original on file with 
the Clerk of the Governing Body that all additions are correct, all statements 
contained herein are in proof and the total of anticipated revenues equals the 

total of appropriations. 
      ________________________________ 
      Registered Municipal Accountant 

 
 

Certified by me, this 9th day of April 2015 
 
 

Adoption 
2015 Municipal Budget 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee of 
the County of Bergen that the budget herein before set forth is hereby adopted 

and shall constitute an appropriation for the purposes stated of the sums 
therein set forth as appropriations, and authorization of the amount of 

$58,837,662.00 for municipal purposes, and 
 
(a) $58,837,662.00 (Item 2 below) for municipal purposes, and 

 
(b)          $0.00 (Item 3 below) for school purposes in Type I  
School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18A:9-2) to be raised by taxation, and 

 
{c}                (Item 4 below) to be added to the certificate of amount to be 

raised by taxation for local school purposes in Type II School Districts only 
(N.J.S.A. 18:9-3) and the certification to the County Board of Taxation of 
the following summary of general revenues and appropriations. 

 
(d) 2,216,253.00 Minimum Library Tax 

 
SUMMARY OF REVENUES 

 
1. General Revenues 
    Surplus Anticipated                         08-100           $3,561,000.00 

    Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated              4000-10         $7,075,712.00 

    Receipts from Delinquent Taxes            15-499           $1,300,000.00 

 
 

2. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 

    MUNICIPAL PURPOSES (Item 6(a), Sheet 11)  07-190           $58,837,662.00 

 

3. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
    SCHOOLS IN TYPE 1 SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY 

    Item 6, Sheet 42                            07-195 

    Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14     07-191 

    Item 6{c}, Sheet 11 Minimum Library Tax   $2,216,253.00 

 

    Total Amount to be Raised by Taxation for 
     Schools in Type I School Districts Only                   

 

4. To Be Added TO THE CERTIFICATE FOR AMOUNT  

    TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR SCHOOLS IN 

    TYPE II SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY: 
 

     Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14)   07-195 

     Total Revenues                            40000-10       $72,990,627.61 

 

 

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 
 
5. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS: 
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      Within “CAPS” 

 

        (a&b) Operations Including Contingent                  $49,015,621.00 
        (e) Deferred Charges and Statutory     

 

          Expenditures – Municipal                              $  6,158,372.01 

 

   Excluded from “CAPS” 

 
        (a) Operations - Total Operations Excluded 

             from “CAPS”                                         $  8,050,092.60 

        {c} Capital Improvements                                          150,000.00 

        (d) Municipal Debt Service                                   7,333,760.00 

        (e) Deferred Charges – Municipal                                  433,782.00 
 

        (m) Reserve for Uncollected Taxes (Include Other            1,849,000.00 

             Reserves if any 

 

Total Appropriations                                            $ 72,990,627.61 

 
     On motion by Councilman Cervieri, and seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the resolution to adopt the 2015 Fort Lee Municipal budget was 

approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 It is hereby certified that the within budget is a true copy of the budget 
finally adopted by resolution of the Governing Body on the 9th Day of April, 
2015.  It is further certified that each item of revenue and appropriation is set 

forth in the same amount and by the same title as appeared in the 2015 
approved budget and all amendments thereto, if any, which have been 

previously approved by the Director of Local Government Services. 
 

Certified by me on this 9th day of April 2015 

Evelyn Rosario, Municipal Clerk 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was 
opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 

 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 

having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 

ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 
Current         $14,671,717.42 

Capital                                                      633,628.55 
Road Improvement Plan                                     n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                         n/a 

Construction Fees                                         n/a 
COAH Fees                                                  n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                              785.00 
Trip Admissions                                           2,000.00    
Trust Account (Accutrack)                                     174,436.26  

Special Dog Account                                       n/a 
Centennial Fund                                           n/a 
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Disability Insurance Trust                               n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                              n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                      n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                                    848.60  
Community Development                                        94,945.01     
Redemption Account                                        n/a 

School Resource Account                                   n/a 
Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                     n/a 

POAA                                                       n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                         n/a 
Police Treasury                                            n/a 

Police Justice                                                 20,588,88 
Flexible Spending                                         n/a 

Unemployment Compensation                          n/a_____________ 
 
Total:                                            $15,598,949.72 

 
CA-2- Authorizing the Hiring of Spring Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department & Community Center – For The Period of April 1, 

2015 – June 20, 2015 
 

 

WHEREAS, Spring seasonal positions exists with the Department of 
Recreation and Community Center and the Mayor and Council have determined 

that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel (available in the 
office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the positions and rates of 

compensation indicated with the Department of Recreation and Community 
Center; and 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of appointments are 
part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of April 1, 2015 through June 
20, 2015. 
 

 
CA-3  Accepting Retirement Notice – Barbara HaggarSakowicz, Public 
Safety Telecommunicator – Effective May 1, 2015 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Barbara Haggar Sakowicz, Public Safety 
Telecommunicator with the Communications Center of our Police 

Department has submitted a retirement notice dated March 9, 2015, and the 
Mayor and Council have accepted same; and  
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. HaggarSakowicz’ disability retirement with the 
State of New Jersey Division of Pensions will be effective May 1, 2015 with the 
Borough of Fort Lee.    

 
CA-4  Accepting Retirement Notice – Police Captain Robert Zevits, Police 

Department – Effective May 1, 2015 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Police Captain Robert Zevits with the Police 

Department has submitted a retirement notice dated March 31, 2015 and the 

Mayor and Council have accepted same; and  

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Captain Zevits’ retirement will be effective May 1, 
 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
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CA-5  Authorize 2015 Budget Appropriation Reserve Transfers - $2,348.00 

 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, that 
the following 2015 budget appropriation reserve transfers  
are hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, not less than two-thirds of the 

full membership of the Governing Body concurring: 
 

From     To 
Police S/W    Ambulance Corps O/E             1,000.00 
  2,348.00    Fire Protection O/E   1,273.00 

     Auto Repair O/E        75.00 
 

Total:  $2,348.00             Total:                   $2,348.00  
 
 

CA-6   Limiting the Usage of the Proceeds From the Sale of the Skateboard 
Park Equipment for Recreation Projects Only 
 

 
A RESOLUTION LIMITING THE USGAE OF THE PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE 

OF SKATEBOARD PARK EQUIPMENT FOR RECREATION PROJECTS ONLY 
 
 WHEREAS, on March 12, 2009 the Borough of Fort Lee Council approved 

a resolution to enter into a 2008 Open Space Trust Fund agreement in the 
amount of $100,000 with the County of Bergen for the establishment of a 
Skateboard Park; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee was responsible for providing 

matching funds in the amount of $100,000; and 
 
WHEREAS,  it was determined that the continued operation of the 

Skateboard Park was not in the best interests of the Borough and that it would 
be cease operation; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2014 the Borough received an inquiry from the City of 

Clifton regarding their desire to purchase the skateboard park equipment at fair 

market value; and 
 
WHEREAS, after conferring with the skateboard park equipment 

manufacturing and determining that the fair market value was $65,000, the 
Borough agreed upon a sale to the City of Clifton; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the proceeds derived from 

the sale of the skateboard park equipment will be re-invested in recreational 

programs and projects; 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded 
to the County of Bergen. 
 
 

CA-7  Authorize The Award of a Contract For Affordable Housing Planning 
Consulting Services – Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc. Hoboken, New 
Jersey 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLANNING CONSULTING SERVICES 
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 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 

retain the services of a professional planner to undertake certain planning 
consulting services related to the Borough’s affordable housing compliance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) publicly issued a Request 
for Qualifications on November 26, 2014, soliciting proposals for the 
performance of professional planning services to the Borough during 2015, and 

received proposals on December 17, 2014; and 
 

             WHEREAS, in response to the aforementioned Request for 
Qualifications,the Borough retained the services of Phillips Preiss Grygiel, LLC 
(“Phillips”) to perform such professional planning services; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Phillips possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide affordable housing planning consulting services, 
as required by the Borough; and  
 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain Phillips to perform such 
affordable housing planning consulting services, in accordance with its proposal, 
dated April 2, 2015, attached hereto; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for affordable 

housing planning consulting services to Phillips in accordance with the 
procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and  

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq. requires that the resolution awarding 
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and the 
agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 etseq., commonly known as the “State 

Pay to Play” Law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
         WHEREAS, the contract for professional planning services to be 

performed by Phillips was awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process in 
accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that funds are available for this 
purpose; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Phillips for 

affordable housing planning consulting services is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Fort Lee, in the 
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Phillips Preiss Grygiel, LLC, 33-41 Newark Street, Hoboken, 

New Jersey, shall be and is hereby appointed to perform affordable housing 
planning consulting services, in accordance with its proposal, dated April 2, 
2015, which proposal is attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 
 2. That Phillips is specifically placed on notice that it will be required 

to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in accordance 

with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq. 
 
 4. That the Mayor is authorized to execute a contract with Phillips for  
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the provision of affordable housing planning consulting services to the Borough. 
  

5. That the contract will be funded from the “Council on Affordable 

Housing Trust Fund.”   
 
 6. That the Chief Financial Officer shall certify as to the availability of 

funds for this purpose. 
  
 

7. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

 
CA-8  Authorize The Award of a Contract For Planning Consulting Services 
– Area 8 Redevelopment Plan – Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc. 

Hoboken, New Jersey 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 
PROFESSIONAL PLANNING SERVICES FOR REDEVELOPMENT 

AREA 8 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 

Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) accepted the findings of the Borough Planning 
Board and determined that certain properties located at 1679-1685 Bergen 
Boulevard and 604-608 Main Street, specifically Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 in Block 

3557, as shown on the Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, referred to herein as 
the Redevelopment Area 8, qualified as an “area in need of redevelopment” 

pursuant to and in accordance with the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, etseq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s planner, Phillips Preiss Grygiel, LLC, prepared 
a report in November 2014, setting forth certain findings with respect to the 
eligibility of the Redevelopment Area 8 as a non-condemnation redevelopment 

area in accordance with the provisions N.J.S.A 40A:12A-5; and 
  

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the services of a 
professional planner to undertake certain planning consulting services related to 
the preparation of a redevelopment plan for Redevelopment Area 8; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 

services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Phillips Preiss 

Grygiel, LLC to perform such professional planning services in accordance with 
its proposal, dated April 8, 2014, attached hereto; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Phillip possesses the requisite expertise and skilled personnel 
required to provide professional planning services related to the preparation of a 

redevelopment plan for Redevelopment Area 8; and  
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 etseq., commonly known as the Local 
Unit Pay-to-Play Law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

 WHEREAS,  the professional planning services to be performed by Phillips 
Preiss Grygiel, LLC are pursuant to its contract to serve as Borough planner, 

which was awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional planning services to Phillips in accordance 
with the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of professional 
planning services to the preparation of a redevelopment plan for Redevelopment 

Area 8 is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 
contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

1. That Phillips Preiss Grygiel, LLC shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform professional planning services in an amount not to exceed $10,000 for 

the preparation of a redevelopment plan for Redevelopment Area 8in accordance 
with its proposal, dated April 8, 2015, attached hereto and made a part hereof, 
and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and between Phillips and the 

Borough for services as the Borough Planner. 
 
2. That Phillips Preiss Grygiel, LLC is specifically placed on notice that 

it will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 
c. 127. 

 
3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, and this 

resolution must be available for public inspection, in accordance with the 

requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq. 
 

4. That the Chief Financial Officer shall certify as to the availability of 
funds for this purpose. 

 

5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

 
CA-9 Authorizing the Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for Fort Lee EP, 

LLC vs. Fort Lee at One Executive Drive South, Block 6451, Lot 5.03 and 
One Executive Drive North, Block 6451, Lot 5.04 for 2012-2014 
 

 
 WHEREAS, Fort Lee EP, LLC is the owner and/or taxpayer of property 

located at One Executive Drive South, also known as Block 6451, Lot 5.03, and 
One Executive Drive North, also known as Block 6451, Lot 5.04; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for the years 2009 through 2014 
against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled Fort Lee EP, LLC vs Fort Lee, 

which are presently pending in the Tax Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney, the  
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Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the matters be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby authorized 
and directed to execute any and all documents necessary in order to finalize the 
settlement of litigation entitled Fort Lee, EP, LLC vs Fort Lee, so that for tax year 

2009, the assessment of $99,000,000 will be reduced to $92,500,000; for tax 
year 2010, the assessment of $99,000,000 will be reduced to $90,000,000; for 

tax year 2011, the assessment of $99,000,000 will be reduced to $85,000,000; 
for tax year 2012, the assessment of $90,000,000 will be reduced to 
$77,300,000; for tax year 2013, the assessment of $90,000,000 will be reduced 

to $83,500,000; and for tax year 2014, the partial assessment of $80,601,300 
will be affirmed; resulting in a total refund, for all years under appeal, of 

$975,129; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is predicated 

upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by the taxpayer. 
 
 

CA-10 Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for Power Test 
Realty, LTD vs. Fort Lee at 2284 Route 4 West, Block 6451, Lot 2, for 

2009-2014 
 
 

WHEREAS, Power Test Realty, LTD is the owner and/or taxpayer of 
property located at 2284 Route 4 West, also known as Block 6451, Lot 2; and 
 

      WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeal for the years 2012, 2013 and 
2014 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Power Test Realty, LTD 

vs Fort Lee, which is presently pending in the Tax Court; and 
 
     WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney, the 

Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 

 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby authorized 

and directed to execute any and all documents necessary in order to finalize the 
settlement of litigation entitled Power Test Realty, LTD vs Fort Lee, so that for 
tax years 2012, 2013 and 2014, the assessment will be reduced from 

$1,500,000 to $1,400,000, resulting in a total refund of $6,336; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is predicated 
upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by the taxpayer. 
 

 
CA-11 Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation for CHI 2200 

Fletcher Avenue, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee at 2200 Fletcher Avenue, 
Block 5854, Lot 1, for 2009-2015 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF TAX APPEAL LITIGATION ENTITLED CHI 
2200 FLETCHER AVENUE LLC VS. THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, FOR BLOCK 

5854, LOT 1, COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS 2200 FLETCHER AVENUE, FORT 
LEE, NEW JERSEY 

 
 WHEREAS, CHI 2200 Fletcher Avenue, LLC (“The Property Owner”) owns 

property known as Block 5854, Lot 1, commonly referred to as 2200 Fletcher 
Avenue, located in the Borough of Fort Lee (the “Borough”);  
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 WHEREAS, the Property Owner filed tax appeals against the Borough in a 

matter entitled “CHI 2200 FLETCHER AVENUE LLC VS. THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE,” which was pending under docket numbers 006066-2009, 001046-
2010, 000986-2011, 002945-2012, 006698-2013, 007625-2014, and 00931-

2015 (collectively, the “Tax Appeals”);  
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Borough’s tax appeal 

attorney, appraiser and Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this time 
pursuant to terms reflected in a Stipulation of Settlement in a form substantially 

similar to the form of Stipulation attached hereto, which will contain a payment 
date to be determined (the “Settlement”); and 
 

 WHEREAS, in furtherance of this Settlement, of the Tax Appeals, the 
parties have agreed to terms and conditions which shall be memorialized in a 

Stipulation of Settlement setting forth the parties’ understanding and agreement 
on actions to be taken by the parties, in a form substantially similar to the form 
of Stipulation attached hereto, which will contain a payment date to be 

determined; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Settlement of the Tax Appeals described in the attached 

Stipulation is in the best interests of the Borough. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council 
that the Borough’s tax appeal attorney and tax assessor, are hereby authorized 
and directed to execute any and all documents necessary in order to finalize the 

settlement of the Tax Appeal. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately. 
 

 
CA-12 Authorizing Superintendent of Public Works to File a 2014 
Application for a Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant With The New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection 
 

Authorizing Superintendent of Public Works to File a 2014 Application for a 
Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant With The New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection 

 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Statewide Mandatory Source Separation and 
Recycling Act, N.J.S.A 13:1 E-99.11 et seq. has established a recycling fund 

from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to encourage 
local source separation and recycling programs;  and 

 
 WHEREAS, it is the intent and spirit of the New Jersey Mandatory Source 
Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new 

municipal recycling programs and to continue and expand existing programs;  
and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Recycling Act imposes on municipalities certain 
requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, including, but not 

limited to making and keeping accurate, verifiable records of materials collected 
and claimed by the municipality;  and 
 

 WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for such 
tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to 

recycling and indicate the assent of the Borough of Fort Lee to the efforts 
undertaken by the municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling 
Act;  and 
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WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized 

to ensure that the application is properly completed and timely filed, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee hereby endorses the submission of a 2014 Municipal 
Recycling Tonnage Grants Application to the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection and Energy , Office of Recycling and Planning and 

designates Anthony Lione, Superintendent of Public Works, to ensure that the 
said application is properly filed. 
 

 

CA-13 Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications and 
Advertise for Bids for Roadway Improvements to Lower Main Street/ 

Hudson Terrace 
 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and directed to obtain 
specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 
     . For Roadway Improvements to Lower Main Street/Hudson 

        Terrace  
 

CA-14 Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New Jersey for 
Period Covering January 1, 2015 Through March 31, 2015 - $825.00 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be authorized to draw 
a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of America payable to the 

Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  
amount of $825.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses for the period 
covering January 1, 2015 through March 31, 2015. Fees are to be forwarded on 

a quarterly basis to the Department of Human Services;  
 

Account No. 01-2887 
 

CA-15 Approving Firefighter Application for Vito P. Jones Fire Company #2 
 

The firefighter application for Vito P. Jones for Fire Company # 2 was 
approved.  
 

There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on motion by 
Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, and the 

Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15) was approved unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 
R-2 Amending Contact With Tom Donohue, Esq., of Arleo, Donohue & 
Biancamano, LLC as Special Legal Counsel for the Borough with Regard to 

the Port Authority of NY-NJ Toll Lane Diversions from the GWB Access 
Points Located in the Borough - $15,000.00 (Total Contract Price 

$125,000.00) 
 

Mayor Sokolich recused and exited the Council Chambers.  Councilman 

Cervieri presided over this portion of the meeting. 
 

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF  
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FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
LEGAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH TIM DONOHUE, ESQ., OF 

ARLEO, DONOHUE & BIANCAMANO, LLC AS  
SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL WITH REGARD TO THE PORT AUTHORITY 
OF NY-NJ TOLL LANE DIVERSIONS 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution duly adopted at a 
public meeting, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) 

awarded a contract to Tim Donohue, Esq., of Arleo, Donohue &Biancamano, 
LLC (“Donohue” or “Special Counsel”) to perform such professional legal 

services, on behalf of the Mayor in his official capacity in an investigation 
presently being conducted by the United States Attorney for the District of New 
Jersey and a joint committee of New Jersey Assembly and New Jersey Senate in 

connection with the events of September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port 
Authority of NY and NJ’s toll lane diversions from the George Washington Bridge 

access points located in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasions, pursuant to resolutions duly adopted at 

public meeting of the Borough, amendments to the contract with Donohue were 
authorized by the Borough due to the inclusion of Donohue’s representation of 
the Chief of Police and the number of other investigations of the toll lane 

diversions requiring additional services to be performed by Donohue; and 
 

 WHEREAS, such legal services to the Borough as Special Legal Counsel 
are recognized as “professional services” as same shall be rendered by persons 
authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is 

regulated by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge of 
an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged formal course of 
specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-2(6) and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1); and  
 

WHEREAS, the contract, including previously authorized amendments, is 
for an amount not to exceed $110,000 for document review and examination of 
the underlying issues in the investigations of the United States Attorney for the 

District of New Jersey, a joint committee of the New Jersey Assembly and New 
Jersey Senate, and internal investigations by the Governor’s Office and the Port 

Authority of NY and NJ; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Donohue requested in a proposal, dated March 12, 2015, that 

the Borough consider an additional increase in the contract amount as a result 
of having to represent members of the governing body and additional employees 
of the Borough who may be called as witnesses in the various investigations and 

the substantial amount of additional documents requiring review and 
investigation in order to remain up-to-date with the simultaneous investigations; 

and 
 
 WHEREAS, the volume of documents that must be reviewed during the 

conduct of the simultaneous investigations and the requests to interview 
members of the governing body and additional employees of the Borough who 

have information relevant to these investigations and may wish to consult with 
counsel have exceeded the work reasonable anticipated by Special Counsel in 
preparing the initial estimate for his services; and 

 
WHEREAS, Special Counsel has requested that the Borough authorize an 

additional $15,000 above the initial authorization, as amended, on the same 

terms and billing rates previously approved; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, based upon the advice of the Borough Attorney, 
wishes to authorize an amendment to the contract for special counsel services 
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by Donohue to increase the spending cap by the amount of $15,000 for a total 
contract amount of $125,000, on the same terms and billing rates previously 

approved in connection with the various investigations of events of September 9-
13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and NJ’s toll lane diversions 
from the George Washington Bridge access points located in the Borough; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, on the recommendation of the Borough 
Attorney, is desirous of amending the contract for professional legal services 

with Donohue in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq.; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Donohue possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide such professional legal services; and  
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq. requires that the resolution awarding 
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and the 
agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
  

WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Donohue to provide professional 

legal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open process in accordance with 

the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract with Donohue for professional 

legal services is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 
this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That an amendment to the contract governing the performance of 
professional legal services by Donohue as Special Counsel in connection with 

those legal matters which may arise from, in connection with or in relation to, 
the events of September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and 
NJ’s toll lane diversions from the George Washington Bridge access points 

located in the Borough, is hereby authorized consistent with Donohue’s 
proposal, dated March 12, 2015. 

 
 2. That the Council President is hereby authorized to execute an 
amendment to contract with Donohue as Special Counsel, for an additional 

amount not-to-exceed amount of $15,000. 
 

 3. The contract, as amended, shall expressly state that said Donohue 
shall be obligated to provide notice to the Borough when Special Counsel’s 
invoicing reaches 80% of the not-to-exceed amount if the firm believes additional 

funds will be necessary, and the Borough shall have no liability for payment of 
funds in excess of the not to exceed amount; and 

 

 4. That a notice of this contract amendment shall be published, and this 
resolution must be available for public inspection, in accordance with the 

requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq.. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
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The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
 Councilman Pohan - No Report 

 
 Councilman Sohmer - Absent 

 
 Councilman Suh - No Report 
 

 Councilman Sargenti - Expressed his condolences to the Sohmer family 
for their loss.  Thanked Michael Klein for all of his dedication to the Borough of 

Fort Lee. 
 Councilwoman Kasofsky - Expressed her condolences to the Sohmer 
family for their loss.  Reported that this is “National Library Week.” Ms. Kasofsky 

also reported that there are two seminars scheduled for this month; “How to 
relieve stress” and “The world of computers.”    
  

 Ms. Kasofsky announced that the Health Department is moving along with 
its “Biggest Loser” a lecture will be on Monday at 7:30 at the Recreation Center.  

A ribbon cutting for the Community Garden is scheduled for May 15th. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri - Announced that the ongoing program blood 

pressure screening will be held on April 14th on the second floor of the Senior 
Activity Center.  He also announced that the senior dinner dance will be held on 
Sunday, April 19th.   

 
 He expressed his condolences to the Sohmer family for their loss.  

 
 He thanked Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan and Suh and 
Administrator Restaino along with the everyone involved for their dedication in 

preparing a fiscally responsible budget for the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 

 He congratulated Captain Robert Zevits on his retirement. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich – Extended his condolences to the Sohmer family. 

 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for 

discussion. 
 
Name     Subject   Response   

 
Nina Levinson   1. Parking Permit Expiration Mayor Sokolich 

1560 West Street   2. Recycling of Metals  
     
 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman 
Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Suh, and there being no further 
discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no objections at 9:00 p.m.  
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______________________ 
Evelyn Rosario, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

  



 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

                             Thursday, May 14, 2015 @ 6:30 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, 
                  Suh, Sargenti, Cervieri 

  
ABSENT: Council Members Pohan, Kasofsky 
 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 
                      Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 

                      J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and 
carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 8, 2015 Executive Session 

Meeting was approved. 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 

regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 
forth therein. 

 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 
Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 

THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk.   

 
 3. On May 8, 2015 a change in scheduled meeting time was e-mailed to 
the Record and The Jersey Journal and posted on the Borough Hall bulletin 

board at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, the notice was 
posted to the Borough website. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 “As an update to the Borough as to where we are with all the initiatives 
that are going on, I think it’s important that we keep everybody updated.  
Several years back, Government requested that and forecasted actually that 

there was going to be a period in Fort Lee’s future where there were going to be 
multiple developments going on, multiple improvements going on, and there was 

going to be a little havoc in town.  We are right now in the middle of that, right 
now you are in the midst of it. Why? Because we’re closing in on the completion 
of phase I at redevelopment 5. Why? Because we’re about to completely 

refurbish and essentially replace Main Street. Why? Because we’re in the middle 
of a multimillion dollar force main project that’s being paid for by the 
redeveloper’s. Why? Because we’ve just gotten approved an adaptive traffic 

signalization system that we’re about to start to implement, once the contractors 
are designated.  So all of these things are beginning to come to a head, we also 

know that when this perfect storm came to Fort Lee it would also be at the tail 
end of a lot of these initiatives.  So, in mid July when you drive down Main 
Street in Fort Lee, there’s a pretty good chance you’re not going to recognize it; 

it’s going to be brand spackling new, new and wider sidewalks, more  
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landscaping, new landscaping, new benches, new curbing, better facades, better 

street lighting. It will go to a complete metamorphosis.  Also, in a couple of 
months, the adaptive traffic signalization system will be implemented, so we’re 
now starting to get to that point where we’re getting to what we call the ribbon 

cutting portion of these projects. So, why I bring this up to everyone, I assume 
full responsibility for it, I’m a big boy and I just ask for the town's continued 
patience just for a little bit more. Because the inconvenience is temporary but 

the benefit to this community will be permanent.  It is an integral part of our 
renaissance. So thank you to all, thank you for your patience and your 

anticipated cooperation.”        
 
 

POLICE PROMOTIONS 
RESOLUTIONS  

 
R-1 Police Captain  Daniel Zusi 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, the 
following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee wish to 

promote Police Lieutenant Daniel Zusi, to the rank of Police Captain, with an 
effective date of May 14, 2015, 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this promotion will be 
certified by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be at a salary as 

outlined by the current PBA contract.  
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 
R-2 Police Lieutenant  Steve No  

 
Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, the 

following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee wish to 

promote Police Sergeant Steve No, to the rank of Police Lieutenant, with an 
effective date of May 14, 2015, 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this promotion will be certified 
by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be at a salary as outlined 
by the current PBA contract.  
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Cervieri 

 
 

R-3 Police Sergeant Gabriel Cappola 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Suh seconded, the 
following Resolution: 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee wish to 
promote Police Officer Gabriel Cappola, to the rank of Police Sergeant, with an 

effective date of May 14, 2015, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this promotion will be certified 

by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be at a salary as outlined 
by the current PBA contract.  
 

  The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Cervieri 

 
 

Mayor Sokolich welcomed Freeholder Joan Voss and Bergen County Clerk 
John Hogan. 
 

POLICE STATEMENT BY POLICE CHIEF KEITH BENDUL 
 

“Thank you for your time and allowing us to have this ceremony tonight. 
 
Fort Lee is fortunate to have a Mayor and Council that are committed to public 

safety.  On behalf of the department members, I thank you for your support. 
 

I especially want to recognize the effort by Mayor Sokolich to sacrifice his 

busy professional schedule again to ensure that he is present for this important 
promotion ceremony. 

 
Tonight’s ceremony is occurring because of the vacancy created by the 

retirement of Captain Robert Zevits which was effective on May 1st.  The Zevits 

family has a 64 year history of being public servants to our community. 
 

It is with great pride that I serve our community as Chief of Police.  I was 

asked by another Chief if things settled down now that I have completed my first 
2 years.  I replied that the only constant I have had has been change. 

 
Every supervisor in the department has a different assignment since 

Deputy Chief Ford and I began leading the department.  Only one has the same 

rank.  New officers have been hired to fill vacancies created by retirements. 
 

Besides the internal changes, the Law Enforcement profession has become 
vilified by some segments of society across the country.  The problems in some 
communities are complex and require multifaceted solutions.  Rioting, arson, 

looting and the assassination of officers is NOT part of any solution. 
 

As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said “Nonviolence is a powerful and just 

weapon, which cuts without wounding and ennobles the man who wields it.  It 
is a sword that heals.”  It is vital that there be honest open dialogue between the 

police and the communities they serve.  We are proud of our relationship with 
our residents and we work hard every day to further develop our bond and trust. 
 

On the eve of National Peace Officers Memorial Day, I would ask everyone 
to remember the police officers whose lives were taken while serving to protect 

the public.  Especially, Fort Lee Officer William Birch and Officer Kevin Greener 
who died in the line of duty.  We should remember the victims of crime and 
violence. 

 
On a happier note tonight we are here to celebrate the promotion of a 

Sergeant, a Lieutenant and a Captain. 

 
This moment in time is so important to the Department, it is the end of a 

very long and challenging promotional process. 
 
Each supervisor candidates has passed a very intense State Civil Service  
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Commission examination, testing their knowledge of Management Principles, 

Criminal and Motor Vehicle Laws, Court Decisions as well as over 100 Attorney 
General Guidelines and Directives. 
 

New supervisors have to complete a two-day supervisory orientation 
training within the department.  He will be scheduled to attend the Front Line 
Supervisor Training Program with the New Jersey State Police Chief’s 

Association. 
 

I will introduce each new supervisor by reading a short biography then I 
will ask him and his family to come up before the Mayor and Council for the 
swearing in. 

 
I want to thank the officer’s families, friends, active and retired officers for 

attending tonight to share their special moment. 
 

We are confident in the leadership abilities of each individual who is 

recognized tonight.  We believe that they will uphold the high standard of the 
Fort Lee Police Department.” 
 

PROMOTIONS POLICE DEPARTMENT OATHS OF OFFICE 
 

 Police Chief Keith Bendul read biography of Gabriel Cappola and asked 
him to come before the Mayor and Council for his swearing in. 
 

 Mayor Sokolich administered the oath of office and swore Gabriel Cappola 
in as Police Sergeant.  Mr. Cappola’s wife Lt. Andrea Cappola and their children, 
Casey and William held the bible; his wife Lt. Andrea Cappola and his father 

Ralph Cappola pinned the badge. 
 

Police Chief Keith Bendul read biography of Steve No and asked him to 
come before the Mayor and Council for his swearing in. 
 

 Mayor Sokolich administered the oath of office and swore Steve No in as 
Police Lieutenant.  Mr. No’s daughters Lauren and Hailey held the bible; his wife 

Eva No pinned the badge. 
 

Police Chief Keith Bendul read biography of Daniel Zusi and asked him to 

come before the Mayor and Council for his swearing in. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich administered the oath of office and swore Daniel Zusi in 

as Police Captain.  Mr. Zusi’s wife Jenifer Zusi and daughters Mackenzie and 
Izzabella held the bible; his brother Police Officer Jared Zusi pinned the badge. 

 
Freeholder Joan Voss came forward on behalf of the Freeholder Board and 

presented certificates of commendations. 

 
In closing Police Chief Bendul thanked his command staff: Deputy Chief 

Ford, Captain Zon and Captain Gallagher.  He stated that the Police Department 
will serve each and every day to the best of their ability.  They will serve with 
passion and total commitment to improve safety and the quality of life in the 

community. 
 

At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, a 

brief recess was approved and taken at 7:07 P.M. 
 
On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the  
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meeting was reconvened at 7:17 P.M. 

 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ord. #2015-12  -- “An Ordinance Establishing Chapter 313 “Maintenance of 
Vacant and Abandoned Residential Properties During Foreclosure”  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and 
carried, Ord. #2015-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 

313 “MAINTENANCE OF VACANT AND ABANDONED RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTIES DURING FORECLOSURE”, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY TO PROVIDE FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF VACANT 
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES DURING FORECLOSURE PURSUANT TO THE 

AUTHORITY OF P.L. 2014, CHAPTER 35.” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June 11, 2015. 
 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 

Ord. #2015-13  --“Capital Ordinance Providing for Various Equipment and 
Improvements in and for the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State 
of New Jersey; Appropriating $1,413,655.00, Therefore from the Capital 

Fund Surplus to Pay for the Costs Thereof.” 
 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and 

carried, Ord. #2015-13 entitled, “CAPITAL ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 
VARIOUS EQUIPMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING 
$1,413,655.00, THEREFORE FROM THE CAPITAL FUND SURPLUS TO PAY 
FOR THE THEREFORE FROM THE CAPITAL FUND SURPLUS TO PAY FOR THE 

THEREFORE FROM THE CAPITAL FUND SURPLUS TO  PAY FOR THE COSTS 
THEREOF.” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 
The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June 11, 2015. 

 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Ord. #2015-10  -- “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 388 Vehicles and 
Traffic, Section 68, Schedule XXII: Parking Prohibited When Road Is Snow 

Covered”  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-10 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, 

SECTION 68, SCHEDULE XXII: PARKING PROHIBITED WHEN ROAD IS SNOW 
COVERED, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE.” 

 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer,  
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the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 

Ord. #2015-11 -- “An Ordinance Repealing and Replacing Chapter 289 
Parking, Article IV, Section 36 Residential Permit Parking”  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-11 

entitled, “AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 289 
PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND 
PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING, OF THE 

REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 

 
 

 Public Comments: 

 
1. Nina Levinson – 1560 West Street – Stated that 4 years ago Borough 

residents were told they would not receive an additional parking permit increase.  

She continued and expressed her concerns regarding a permit increase along 
with concerns regarding the plate recognition system technology. 

 
Mayor Sokolich – Responded and explained that the purpose of this 

ordinance is to be unified with the plate recognition system technology.  The 

plate recognition system would confirm that vehicles parked on Borough streets 
are residents of that area. This technology will discourage non-residents from 
parking on Borough streets allowing area residents to have sufficient parking for 

their vehicles.  In closing he stated that this ordinance was not created to 
generate income, but to implement a system that would be effective in 

preserving parking for area residents.    
 
 There being no further public comments, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing 
was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-2 and CA-4 through CA-12. 

 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 

having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
Current                                     $7,455,719.31 

Capital                                              212,298.23 
Road Improvement Plan                                     n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                         n/a 
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Construction Fees                                         n/a 

COAH Fees                                             3,042.60    
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                           n/a 
Trip Admissions                                      49,076.17    

Trust Account (Accutrack)                                 n/a 
Special Dog Account                                       n/a 
Centennial Fund                                           n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                                n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                              n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                      n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                               153.72  
Community Development                                     n/a 

Redemption Account                                        n/a 
School Resource Account                             148,196.34 

Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                  846.00 
POAA                                                       n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                         n/a 

Police Treasury                                     131,645.36 
Police Justice                                             n/a      
Flexible Spending                                         n/a 

Unemployment Compensation                           n/a   
 

Total:                                           $8,000,977.73 
 

 

CA-2- Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Applications for Joseph E. Jones & 
John E. Young, Fire Company # 2 – Andrew C. Chartoff, Fire Company # 4 
And Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Anthony V. Monte, Fire 

Company # 4 
 

The Auxiliary firefighter applications for Joseph E. Jones and John E. Young, 
Fire Company # 2, Andrew C. Chartoff, Fire Company # 4, and Jr. Auxiliary 
firefighter application for Anthony V. Monte, Fire Company # 4 were approved. 

 
CA-4  Accepting Resignation Notice of Liana Palladino, Public Safety 

Telecommunicator – Retroactively to May 1, 2015 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that Liana Palladino, Public Safety 

Telecommunicator of the Police Department’s Communications Center, has 
submitted her resignation notice dated April 28, 2015 and the Mayor and 
Council have accepted same; and    

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Palladino’s resignation will be effective 

retroactively to May 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.    
 
 

CA-5  Approving Employment Agreement with Timothy Ford, Deputy Chief 
of Police for January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2017 

 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE 

SUCCESSOR EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AND THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE OF THE FORT LEE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) and the Deputy Chief of 

Police have negotiated, at arm’s length the terms and conditions of the 
“Successor Employment Agreement Between the Borough of Fort Lee and 
Timothy Ford to serve as Deputy Police Chief of the Fort Lee Police Department”  
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(the “Successor Employment Agreement”) for the terms of January 1, 2016 

through December 31, 2017, nunc pro tunc; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough hereby designate the 

Mayor to execute the mutually agreeable Employment Agreement on behalf of 
the Borough,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the 

Employment Agreement, between the Borough of Fort Lee and Deputy Police 
Chief Timothy Ford. 
 

 
CA-6   Adoption – The Bergen County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 

Mitigation Plan 
 
 

WHEREAS the Borough of Fort Lee, NJ, has experienced natural hazards 
that result in public safety hazards and damage to private and public property; 

 
WHEREAS the hazard mitigation planning process set forth by the State of 

New Jersey and the Federal Emergency Management Agency offers the 
opportunity to consider natural hazards and risks, and to identify mitigation 
actions to reduce future risk; 

 
WHEREAS the New Jersey Office of Emergency Management is providing 

federal mitigation funds to support development of the mitigation plan; 
 

WHEREAS a Hazard Mitigation Plan has been developed by the Mitigation 

Planning Committee; 
 

WHEREAS the Hazard Mitigation Plan includes a prioritized list of 

mitigation actions including activities that, over time, will help minimize and 
reduce safety threats and damage to private and public property, and 

 
WHEREAS the draft plan was provided to each participating jurisdiction 

and was posted on the County Office of Emergency Management’s website so as 

to introduce the planning concept and to solicit questions and comments; and to 
present the Plan and request comments, as required by law, and 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Fort Lee: 

 

1. The Bergen County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, as 
submitted to the New Jersey Office of Emergency Management and the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency on April 13, 2015 by the Bergen 

County Office of Emergency Management is hereby adopted as an official 
plan of the Borough of Fort Lee; minor revisions recommended by the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency and/or the New Jersey Office of 
Emergency Management may be incorporated without further action.  

 

2. The Borough of Fort Lee departments identified in the Plan are hereby 
directed to pursue implementation of the recommended high priority 
activities that are assigned to their departments.  

 
3. Any action proposed by the Plan shall be subject to and contingent upon 

budget approval, if required, which shall be at the discretion of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, and this resolution shall not be interpreted so as to 
mandate any such appropriations.  
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4.The Emergency Management Coordinator is designated to coordinate 

with other offices and shall periodically report on the activities, 
accomplishments, and progress, and shall prepare an annual progress report to 
be submitted to the Bergen County Office of Emergency Management. The 

status reports shall be submitted on a yearly basis by a predetermined date as 
agreed upon by all stakeholders.  

 

PASSED by the Borough of Fort Lee, this 14th  day of May, 2015. 
 

 
CA-7  Application to the New Jersey Transit Corporation for the Purchase & 

Installation of One Bus Shelter/Lemoine Avenue at Whiteman Street 
 

 
  WHEREAS, NJ TRANSIT has funds for the purchase of bus shelters  

throughout the state of New Jersey; and  
 

    WHEREAS, the governing body of a municipality in New Jersey or the 
Board of  Chosen Freeholders of a county may apply to the New Jersey Transit 
Corporation for the purchase and installation of bus shelters at legally 

designated bus stops; and  
 

    WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, in the interest of promoting public  

transportation conservation of energy, traffic safety, and for the convenience of 
the public endorses the concept of providing bus shelters within its jurisdiction. 

 
    NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the application is hereby made 
by the Borough of Fort Lee to the New Jersey Transit Corporation for the 

purchase and installation of __1__ bus shelter(s) as set forth in Exhibit A, made 
a part hereof. 

 
    FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Municipal Clerk be 
authorized to execute an agreement or agreements with NJ Transit to arrange 

for the purchase and installation of the shelters. 
 

 
CA-8  Approving Change Orders 1 and 2 for Reggio Construction Inc., Fort 

Lee, New Jersey for Construction of Improvements to Whiteman Street – (-
$6,412.41) 

 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee that 

the following Change Order be approved: 
 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:     Construction of Improvements to  

Whiteman Street (Municipal Aid Grant –
NJDOT) 

 

ENGINEER:                     Boswell McClave Engineering 
      330 Phillips Avenue 

      South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 
       
CONTRACTOR:                  Reggio Construction Inc. 

                               1575 West Street  
                               Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 
CHANGE ORDER #’S:            $2,365.41 – Change Order #1 
      $4,047.00 – Change Order #2 
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COST OF CHANGE ORDERS        $    6,412.41 

 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: $130,340.31 
 

NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT:         $136,752.72 
 
NATURE OF CHANGES:           Additional Materials – Change Order #1  

Traffic Stripes & Markings – Change Order 
#2  

                             
CAPITAL ACCOUNT #            04-2150-55-1409-002         
 

CA-9 Authorize Award of a Contract for Professional Engineering 
Architectural Services- John Barrymore Museum – H3 Hardy Collaboration 

Architecture LLC, New York, New York – Not to Exceed $224,000.00 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING/ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to H3 Hardy Collaboration 

Architecture, LLC (“H3”) to perform a study and concept design services for the 
Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum as part of the Eastern Parcel for 
Redevelopment Area 5; and 

 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the completion of the study and concept design 
services, H3 submitted a proposal on February 18, 2015 providing for schematic 

and design development, preparation of bid specifications and drawings, and 
construction administration services for the planned John Barrymore Museum; 

and 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to provide drawings and 

specifications to the redeveloper that are specific enough for the redeveloper to 
fix and install utility lines related to the delivery of power, data/telephone, 

water, fire protection water, gas and waste water for the John Barrymore 
Museum as part of the Eastern Parcel for Redevelopment Area 5; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to restructure the contractual services 
with H3 in order to accommodate the accelerated delivery of drawings and 
related specifications to accommodate the development of the Eastern Parcel for 

Redevelopment Area 5 and requested H3 to submit a revised proposal for the 
services; and 

 
 WHEREAS, H3 submitted a revised proposal, dated April 16, 2015, 
offering to perform the engineering/architectural services on a phase-by-phase 

basis, including as Phase 1 the provision of drawings and specifications to the 
redeveloper that are specific enough for the redeveloper to fix and install utility 

lines related to the delivery of power, data/telephone, water, fire protection 
water, gas and waste water for the John Barrymore Museum; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering/architecture services to H3 for 
the performance of Phase 1 services, including the provision of drawings and 

specifications to the redeveloper that are specific enough for the redeveloper to 
fix and install utility lines related to the delivery of power, data/telephone, 

water, fire protection water, gas and waste water for the John Barrymore 
Museum, in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering/architecture services to perform 
the Phase 1 drawings and specifications for the redeveloper for the Borough’s 
planned John Barrymore Museum will be performed by H3 at a cost not to 

exceed $224,000, which amount is above than the threshold of $17,500 under 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, 

therefore, the contract is subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit 
Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the retention of H3 to provide professional appraisal services 
is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in accordance with the provisions of 

New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, H3 is 

required to complete and submit at least ten (10) days prior to the award of a 
contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution 
Disclosure Form, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any reportable 
contributions to a political or candidate committee in the prior year, and that 

the contract will prohibit it from making any reportable contributions through 
the term of the contract; and 
 

 WHEREAS, a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, Stockholder 
Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity Disclosure Certificate and the 
certification have previously been submitted by H3 and are maintained on file at 

the office of the Borough Clerk; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of professional 
engineering/architecture services to prepare drawings and specifications to the 

redeveloper that are specific enough for the redeveloper to fix and install utility 
lines related to the delivery of power, data/telephone, water, fire protection 
water, gas and waste water for the John Barrymore Museum is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 
its efficient operations; 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That H3 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 
engineering/architecture and design services to perform a study and concept 

design services for the Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum in 
accordance with its proposal, dated April 16, 2015, attached hereto and made a 

part hereof, in an amount not to exceed $224,000. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering/architecture work 

pursuant to this Resolution, H3 shall provide written notice to the Borough 
Clerk as to whether the services will be completed within the budget established 
for the services.  If the services are expected to exceed the budget, H3 shall 

submit a detailed cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the 
Borough. 

 
 3. That H3 is specifically placed on notice that it will be required to 
comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
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 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in accordance 

with law, and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law. 
 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the availability of 
funds for this contract. 
 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required.  
 

 
CA-10 Authorize Award of Contract For Wilson Avenue Improvements – 
Boswell McClave Engineering, South Hackensack, NJ – Not to Exceed 

$12,000.00 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been approved to 
receive a Municipal Aid Grant in the amount of $149,000 from the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation for the construction of improvements to Wilson 
Avenue in the Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the services of a 
licensed engineer to prepare construction plans and specifications in accordance 

with New Jersey Department of Transportation requirements for the 
performance of improvements to Wilson Avenue in the Borough; and 
 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 

profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 
services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Boswell to 
perform such professional design engineer services in accordance with its 

proposal, dated April 28, 2015, attached hereto; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional design engineering services related to 
the preparation of construction plans and specifications in accordance with 

NJDOT requirements for the performance of improvements to Wilson Avenue; 
and  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to Boswell in 
accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts 

Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
  
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services for this phase of the 
project will be performed by Boswell at a cost not-to-exceed $12,000, and the  
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contract for such professional engineering services is awarded pursuant to a 
“fair and open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of professional 

engineering services to prepare construction plans and specifications in 
accordance with NJDOT requirements for the performance of improvements to 
Wilson Avenue is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide professional 
engineering services related to the preparation of construction plans and 
specifications in accordance with NJDOT requirements for the performance of 

improvements to Wilson Avenue, in accordance with its proposal, dated April 28, 
2015, attached hereto and made a part hereof, for a cost not-to-exceed $12,000, 

and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and between Boswell and the 
Borough, dated as of January 1, 2013, for services as the Borough Engineer. 
 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work pursuant to this 
resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice to the Borough Clerk as to 
whether the services will be completed within the budget established for the 

services.  If the services are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit 
a detailed cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it will be required 
to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published as may be 

required by law, and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 
available for this purpose. 
 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

 
 
CA-11 Approving Developer’s Agreement for Hossam Amin – 31 

Cumbermeade Road 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE DEVELOPER’S 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND HOSSAM AMIN. 

 
WHEREAS, on December 9, 2014, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of 

Adjustment (“ZBA”) granted approvals to Hossam Amin (the “Developer”) for 

development of three (3) single family townhouses story on property known as 
Block 553, Lot 1, also known as 31 Cumbermeade Road (the “Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on December 23, 2014, the ZBA adopted a  resolution 

memorializing the approval, which was subject to the Developer entering into a 

Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
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WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the Borough 
Attorney and is attached hereto. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby approve and 
authorize the execution of the Developer’s Agreement with the Developer.   

 
 

CA-12 Authorizing Execution of Memorandum of Understanding Between 
Fort Lee, The County of Bergen and NJ Department of Transportation For 
Operation of the Fort Lee Adaptive Traffic Signal System 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, THE COUNTY OF BERGEN AND NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION FOR OPERATION OF THE FORT LEE ADAPTIVE TRAFFIC 

SIGNAL SYSTEM 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has developed an adaptive 

traffic signal system (“System”), to efficiently reduce roadway congestion, delays, 
travel time, fuel consumption, and airborne emissions; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough, the County of Bergen (“County”) and the New 

Jersey Department of Transportation (“NJDOT”) have been coordinating the 

implementation of the System at approximately 4 traffic signals under the 
jurisdiction of the NJDOT, 2 traffic signals under the jurisdiction of the Borough 
and 4 traffic signals under the jurisdiction of the County; and 

 
WHEREAS, in order to implement the System, the Borough, the County 

and the NJDOT will enter into a Memorandum of Understanding Between the 
Borough of Fort Lee, the County of Bergen and the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation for Operation of the Fort Lee Adaptive Traffic Signal System (the 

“MOU”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee have been 
advised, both through technical and legal advice, that under all operative facts, 
the MOU is beneficial and satisfactory to the Borough of Fort Lee; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee must designate a representative to 

execute the MOU on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee.  

  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the 
Memorandum of Understanding Between the Borough of Fort Lee, the County of 
Bergen and the New Jersey Department of Transportation for Operation of the 

Fort Lee Adaptive Traffic Signal System.  
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on 
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, the Consent 
Agenda (items CA-1 through CA- 2 and CA-4 through CA-12, except CA-3 was 

removed for separate vote by Councilman Sargenti), was approved on the 
following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-CA-3  Authorizing the Hiring of Spring/ Summer Seasonal Employees for 

the Clean Communities and Cultural & Heritage Affairs Departments 



 
Regular Meeting                                     May 14, 2015 

                                                              Page #15  
 

Councilman Sargenti was absent during this portion of the meeting. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal and temporary positions exist within 

various departments, and the Mayor and Council have determined that the 
positions should be filled,  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired as spring/summer 

help and temporary positions, at the hourly rates of compensation listed below: 
 

Name    Department    Hourly  
          Rate 
 

Matthew Bracken  Clean Communities    $ 7.50 
Daniel Campollo   Clean Communities     $ 8.00   
John Sargenti  Clean Communities        $ 8.00  

Richard Finizio  Clean Communities   $ 8.00  
Jacquis F. Mayrant Clean Communities   $ 9.50  

Hunter McCue  Clean Communities   $ 8.50  
Christopher C. Szabo Clean Communities   $ 9.50 
Christina Romano  Cultural & Heritage Affairs  $ 7.50  

Brianna Jacqueline Piccinich Fire Prevention Bureau  $10.00 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Cervieri 

 
R-4 Approving Developer’s Agreement for 1615 Center Avenue, LLC – 1615 
Center Avenue 

 
Mayor Sokolich was absent during this portion of the meeting.  Council 

President Sohmer presided over the meeting. 
 
Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE  DEVELOPER’S 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND 1615 CENTER 

AVENUE, LLC 
 
WHEREAS, on December 9, 2014, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of 

Adjustment (“ZBA”) granted approvals to 1615 Center Avenue, LLC (the 
“Developer”) for development of three (3) single family townhouses on property 

known as Block 4151, Lot 3, also known as 1615 Center Avenue(the “Property”); 
and 

 

WHEREAS, on December 23, 2014, the ZBA adopted a  resolution 
memorializing the approval, which was subject to the Developer entering into a 
Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the Borough 

Attorney and is attached hereto. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the  
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Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby approved and 
authorize to the execution of the Developer’s Agreement with 1615 Center 
Avenue, LLC.   

 
The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 

 
R-5 Appointment Assistant Borough Prosecutor “Michael Candelmo” 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to engage the 
professional services of a Prosecutor for the year 2015 to provide general legal 

representation for the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have deemed it necessary to have an 

Assistant Prosecutor to be used in 2015 to work only at the direction of the 
Prosecutor as his substitute and without pay: 

 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional services from any 
requirement of public advertisement for bids provided a notice of appointment is 

printed in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 

 1.  Michael Candelmo be and is hereby appointed as Assistant 
Prosecutor for the year 2015 without public advertisement for bids, 
 

 2.  Said Assistant Prosecutor shall receive no compensation.  
 

 3.  The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this resolution to 
be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 

 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

 
Councilman Pohan - Absent 

 
Councilman Sohmer – Reported the Fire Department has, so far this year 
received over 700 calls.  He stated that if anyone was interested in becoming 

Firefighter to please contact the Fire Chief at 201-592-3500 extension 1013. 
 
 He informed the public that all grass clippings, leaves and yard waste 

must be in paper bags or lose in containers.  The Borough cannot accept any 
yard waste in plastic bags.  He continued and stated that branches must be less 

than 4’ cut and tied or they will not be picked up.  All electronics and 
computers, etc., must be brought to 530 Jane Street and put in the electronic 
recycling bins.  This can be done 24 hours day. 
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 He reported that the Fort Lee “Annual Arts and Music Festival” will be 
held on June 7th during the hours of 11:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. on Lemoine Avenue.   
 

 He invited the public to visit the Fort Lee Museum to view the exhibit of 
Fox Studios Centennial from Fort Lee, New Jersey to Studio City, California.  
 

 He reported that the battle of the High School Bands will take place on 
June 12th at 7:00 P.M. at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center.    

 
 He congratulated the Police Officers that were promoted this evening. 
 

Councilman Suh – Stated that he was at the Madonna carnival yesterday and 
volunteer Firefighter applications were being accepted at the carnival by the 

Firefighters.  He congratulated the Police Officers that were promoted this 
evening and thanked all of the Police Officers for their dedication and for keeping 
Fort Lee safe. 

 
Councilman Sargenti – Stated that Fort Lee has an outstanding law 
enforcement and emergency services department.  He congratulated the Police 

Officers that were promoted this evening 
 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – Absent 
 
Councilman Cervieri – Reported the Senior Dinner Dance will be held on 

Sunday, May 17th from 5:30 P.M. – 9:30 P.M.at the Richard Nest Senior Center.  
The fee is $15.00 for Fort Lee residents, $18.00 for non Fort Lee residents.   
 

 He reported the Memorial Day will take place at the end of the month and 
thanked George Porto and everyone involved for their dedication and 

involvement. 
 
 He reported that he and several members of the Governing Body recently 

attended an important ground breaking ceremony held on Inwood Terrace the 
side where the former Verizon maintenance garage and parking was located. 

This area will be converted into 10 units of special needs housing. 
 
 He congratulated the Police Officers that were promoted this evening.  

 
 Mayor Sokolich – Stated that Councilwoman Kasofsky has been working 
on a public garden as part of Sustainable Jersey.  The grand opening ribbon 

cutting will be held tomorrow 12:00 noon at the garden located at the Fort Lee 
Recreation Center adjacent to the tennis courts.      

 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for 

discussion. 
  
Name     Subject   Response  

 
Nina Levinson   1. Resolution R-4   Councilman Cervieri 
1560 West Street       Type of Development 

 
    2. Resolution R-5    Mayor Sokolich 

        Payment to Prosecutor 
 
    3. Recycling Drop Off at  Mayor Sokolich and  
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        530 Jane Street   Councilman Sohmer 

 
    4. Public Garden    Mayor Sokolich 
         

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman 
Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and there being no further 
discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no objections at 7:53 p.m.  

 
 

 
 
 

________________________                        
Evelyn Rosario, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

                             Thursday, June 11, 2015 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

 PRESENT: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
  

 ABSENT: Mayor Sokolich, Councilman Sargenti  
 
  Council President Sohmer presided over the meeting 

 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

                      Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 
                      J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in the following manner: 
 

 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 
regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 
forth therein. 

 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 
Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 

THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk.   

 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

No report this evening. 

 
PROCLAMATION 

“World Elder Abuse Awareness Day” 

 
Council President Sohmer read the following proclamation into the record. 

 
WHEREAS, elder abuse, like domestic violence and child abuse, comes in 

many forms; it is recognized by experts as a public health crisis for which there 

are no socio-economic borders; and, 
 
WHEREAS, millions of older Americans are abused, neglected, or exploited 

each year, with an estimated 84% of cases going unreported; and, 
  
WHEREAS, World Elder Abuse Awareness Day was launched on June 

15, 2006 by the International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse and the 
United Nations World Health Organization; and,  

 
WHEREAS, on March 9, 2012, the United Nationals General Assembly 

resolution 66/127 established June 15th as a United Nations International Day; 

and,   
 

WHEREAS, Year 2015 is the 9th Annual World Elder Abuse Awareness  
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Day and individuals and organizations from across the world are urged to raise 

awareness on the various types of abuse to which older individuals are 
subjected.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee wish to commemorate World Elder Abuse Awareness 
Day in our community and stand in the fight against elder abuse and take a 

stand for dignity and respect for our elders, and raise public awareness about 
elder abuse and shed light on the importance of preventing, identifying, and 

responding to this serious, often hidden problem.  
 

Council President Sohmer asked Ms. Joan Alter, Diane Gilmore and Ria 

Sklar to come forward for acceptance of proclamation. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ord. #2015-15-“An Ordinance Amending Chapter 289 Parking, Article IV 

Parking Meters, Municipal Parking Lots and Permit Parking, Section 15 
Parking Meter Zones Established; Violations and Penalties, of the Revised 
General Ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee.” 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and 

carried, Ord. #2015-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 
PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND 
PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES ESTABLISHED; 

VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES  
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 16, 2015. 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

Ord. #2015-12  -- “An Ordinance Establishing Chapter 313 “Maintenance of 
Vacant and Abandoned Residential Properties During Foreclosure.”  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-12 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 313 “MAINTENANCE OF 

VACANT AND ABANDONED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES DURING 
FORECLOSURE”, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF VACANT RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 
DURING FORECLOSURE PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY OF P.L. 2014, 

CHAPTER 35.” 
 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 
motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

Ord. #2015-13  --“Capital Ordinance Providing for Various Equipment and 
Improvements in and for the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State 
of New Jersey; Appropriating $1,413,655.00, Therefore from the Capital  
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Fund Surplus to Pay for the Costs Thereof.”  
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-13 
Entitled, “CAPITAL ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS EQUIPMENT AND 
IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF 

BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $1,413,655.00, 
THEREFORE FROM THE CAPITAL FUND SURPLUS TO PAY FOR THE COSTS 
THEREOF.” 

 
There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was 
opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-16. 

 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 
having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 

Financial Officer. 
 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
Current                                     $12,572,243.44 
Capital                                                     550,384.99 

Road Improvement Plan                                                       n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                                           n/a 

Construction Fees                                                           n/a 
COAH Fees                                                               n/a    
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                                             n/a 

Trip Admissions                                                 4,835.30    
Trust Account (Accutrack)                                     2,401,115.16 
Special Dog Account                                                 n/a 

Centennial Fund                                                             n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                                                  n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                                                n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                                        n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                                          1,599.50  

Community Development                                                       n/a 
Redemption Account                                                          n/a 

School Resource Account                                               n/a 
Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                                    n/a 
POAA                                                                         n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                                           n/a 
Police Treasury                                              10,954.77 
Police Justice                                                               n/a      

Flexible Spending                                                           n/a 
Unemployment Compensation                                             n/a 

 
Total:                                            $15,541,133.16 
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CA-2- Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Jessica N. Lee/ Fire 

Company # 3 
 
The Auxiliary firefighter application for Jessica N. Lee for Fire Company # 3 was 

approved.  
 

CA-3  Authorizing the Hiring of Spring/Summer Seasonal Employees for 

the Clean Communities Department 
 

 
 WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal and temporary positions exist within 
various departments, and the Mayor and Council have determined that the 

positions should be filled,  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired as spring/summer 
help, at the hourly rates of compensation listed below: 

 
Name    Department    Hourly  
          Rate 

 
Thomas Tantillo  Clean Communities    $8.50 

 
Michael Patrick  Clean Communities   $7.50 
 

Jacquis F. Mayrant Clean Communities   $10.00 
 
 

CA-4  Authorizing the Hiring of Spring/Summer Seasonal Employees for 
the Departments of Recreation and Community Events 

 
 
 WHEREAS, summer seasonal positions exist with the Department of 

Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined that these positions 
must be filled,  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel (available in the Office of 

the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the positions and rates of compensation 
indicated with the Department of Recreation and Community Events; and  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of appointments are 
part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of June 21, 2015 and a 

termination date of August 31, 2015.  
 
 

CA-5  Authorizing Hiring of Christen Trentacosti as Keyboarding Clerk 1 in 
the Tax Collector’s Office/Finance Department – Effective June 22nd - 

$36,500.00 Annually  

 
 WHEREAS, due to a vacancy in the Tax Collector’s Office/Finance 

Department, the Mayor and Council have determined that the vacancy should 
be filled,  
 

NOW, THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Christen Trentacosti be appointed to the full time 

position of Keyboarding Clerk 1 in the Tax Collector’s office, with an effective 
date of June 22, 2015; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be provisional 

pending certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 
at an annual salary of $36,500.00, in compliance with the Salary Ordinance of 
the White Collar Contract.   

 
CA-6   Authorize Award of a Contract for Animal Control Services – Bergen 
County Humane Enforcement Corp., 302 2nd Street, Cliffside Park, NJ 

07010 – Not to Exceed #52,477.00  
 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR ANIMAL CONTROL 

SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the services of a 
company to provide animal control services in the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”); and 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 

solicited bids for the provision of animal control services in the Borough; and 
 

 WHEREAS, on April 22, 2015, a single bid was received from the following 
bidder: 
 

 Bergen County Humane Enforcement Corp.    
 302 2nd Street 
 Cliffside Park, NJ 07010 

 $52,477.00 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by Bergen County 
Humane Enforcement Corp. and determined that the bid is in compliance with 
the requirements of the Bid Specifications and that Bergen County Humane 

Enforcement Corp. constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for 
the provision of animal control services in the Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough wish to award a 

contract for the provision of animal control services; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and has 
determined that sufficient funds are available to award a contract for the 

provision of animal control services in the Borough; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this contract is 
necessary for its efficient operations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this contract is 
necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Borough;  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Bergen County Humane Enforcement Corp., 302 2nd Street, 
Cliffside Park, NJ 07010 shall be and is hereby awarded a contract to provide 

animal control services in the Borough, in accordance its bid, attached hereto 
and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and contingent upon the execution 

of an agreement in form and substance satisfactory to the Borough. 
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 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a 

contract between the Borough and Bergen County Humane Enforcement Corp., 
providing for total compensation for the provision of animal control services in the 
Borough in accordance with its bid to the Borough in an amount not to exceed 

$52,477.00, and further memorializing the scope of work and such other terms 
and conditions as may be necessary. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer 
certifies that funds are available for the contract. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid and contract are 

available for public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s office. 

 
 

CA-7  Authorize Rejection of Bids Received May 19, 2015 – “Inwood 
Terrace Park Improvements” 
 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE REJECTING BID FOR THE PROVISION 

OF IMPROVEMENTS TO INWOOD TERRACE PARK 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) 
have determined that it is necessary to contract for the provision of 
improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Borough solicited bids for the provision 
of improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in accordance with the Local Public 

Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. and, pursuant to duly adopted 
resolution, rejected all bids as the prices bid were in excess of the engineering 

estimate for the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough authorized the Borough Administrator to re-

evaluate an re-issue the bid specifications for the provision of improvements to 
Inwood Terrace Park in the Borough; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on May 4, 2015, pursuant to resolution and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 

issued revised bid specifications soliciting bids for the provision of improvements 
to Inwood Terrace Park in the Borough; and 
 

 WHEREAS, on May 19, 2015, a bid package was received from the 
following bidder in response to the Borough’s public solicitation for bids 

(including Alternate A), for the provision of improvements to Inwood Terrace 
Park in the Borough: 
  

 JC Landscape Construction    $162,448.50 
 Pequannock, New Jersey 

 
; and  
 

 WHEREAS, after a review of the bid, it was determined that the prices bid 
by the sole bidder was unreasonable as the prices substantially exceeded the 
engineering estimate for the project; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the bid of the sole bidder being deemed unreasonable as the 

prices substantially exceeded the engineering estimate for the project warrants a  
 
 

 



Regular Meeting                                     June 11, 2015 
                                                              Page #7 

  
rejection of the bid under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et 

seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(3), provides that a bid may be 

rejected where a price has been determined to be unreasonable on the basis of 
cost estimates prepared for or by the contracting agent prior to the advertising of 
bid specifications; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the foregoing, that 

the bid of the sole bidder should be rejected in accordance with the Local Public 
Contracts Law as unreasonable as to price on the basis of cost estimates 
prepared for the Borough prior to the advertising of bid specifications for the 

project; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the Borough Administrator 
and Engineer to investigate the feasibility of Borough employees performing the 
work as the improvements to Inwood Terrace Park are necessary for the 

Borough’s efficient operations;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
 

 1. The bid submitted by the sole bidder for the provision of 
improvements to Inwood Terrace Park be and is hereby rejected in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law as unreasonable as to price on the basis of 

cost estimates prepared for the Borough prior to the advertising of bid 
specifications for the project.   
 

 2. The bid security of the sole bidder be returned in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 

 
3. The Borough Administrator be and is hereby authorized to 

investigate the feasibility of Borough employees performing the work as the 

improvements to Inwood Terrace Park are necessary for the Borough’s efficient 
operations.  

 
 
CA-8  Approving Change Order No. 1 – “Lower Main Street Pumping Station 

and Force Main” Project – J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc., 1575 West 
Street, Fort Lee, NJ 07024 – Bergen Country ADA Ramps – ($ 0) No Change 
in Contract Amount  

 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee that 
the following Change Order be approved: 
 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:    Construction of Upgrades to the Lower  
Main Street Pumping Station and Force  

Main 
 
ENGINEER:                     Boswell McClave Engineering 

      330 Phillips Avenue 
      South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 
       

CONTRACTOR:                  J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc. 
                               1575 West Street 

                               Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
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CHANGE ORDER #’S:            Change Order No. 1 

 
COST OF CHANGE ORDERS        $ 0 
 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: $ 4,979,336.00 
 
NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT:         No Change in Contract Amount 

 
NATURE OF CHANGES:           For the Borough to Undertake Handicap  

improvements in accordance with the 
County  
of Bergen ADA Ramp/Paving Improvement  

Program 
                             

CAPITAL ACCOUNT #            N/A 
 

 

CA-9  Approving Change Order No. 1 – “Performance Of Masonry Upgrades 
Municipal Building” – Spartan Construction, Inc., P.O. Box 1017, Oakhurst, 
NJ 07755 – Replace Nine (9) Lintels West Elevation Brick Façade, 

$13,500.00 
 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee that 
the following Change Order be approved: 

 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:    Performance of Masonry Upgrades at the  

Municipal Building 

 
ENGINEER:                     LAN Associates 

      Engineering Planning Architecture  
Surveying 

      445 Godwin Avenue 

      Midland Park, New Jersey 07432  
     

CONTRACTOR:                  The Spartan Construction, Inc. 
      P.O. Box 1017 
      Oakhurst, New Jersey 07755 

 
CHANGE ORDER #’S:            Change Order No. 1 
 

COST OF CHANGE ORDERS        $   13,500.00 
 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: $ 270,000.00 
 
NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT:         $ 283,500.00 

 
NATURE OF CHANGES:           Replace Nine (9) Lintels on the West  

Elevation Brick Façade  
                             
BOND ORDINANCE NO.’s  2011-14 & 2012-21 

 
 
CA-10 Long Term Control Plan (LTCP) Hydraulically Connected Sewer 

System – Borough of Fort Lee, The City of Hackensack and The Village of 
Ridgefield Park 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is serviced by a combined sewer  
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system that transports both sanitary and storm water in the same collection 
system; and 

    WHEREAS, wastewater from the Borough is treated at the Bergen County 
Utilities Authority (BCUA) Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF) in Little Ferry, 
NJ; and     

    WHEREAS, the combined sewer system serving the Borough of Fort Lee 
has limited wet weather capacity and thus has been designed to allow for 
hydraulic relief of the collection system during significant wet weather events in 

the form of combined sewer overflows (CSOs); and 

      WHEREAS, the Village of Ridgefield Park, and the City of Hackensack are 

also served in part by combined sewer systems and are also part of the BCUA 
district; and 

      WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has been issued a final NJPDES 

Permit by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) 
dated March 12, 2015 with an effective date of July 1, 2015 that permits the 

discharge of combined sewer overflows from it  outfalls; and 

     WHEREAS, similar NJPDES Permits have been issued by the NJDEP in the 
Bergen County Utilities Authority, the Village of Ridgefield Park, and the City of 

Hackensack; and 

     WHEREAS, the NJPDES permits issued to the Bergen County Utilities 
Authority, Borough of Fort Lee, the City of Hackensack, and the Village of 

Ridgefield Park contains a schedule of reports or requirements that must be 
completed within three years of the effective date of the permit; and 

     WHEREAS, the NJPDES permits issued to the Bergen County Utilities 
Authority, Borough of Fort Lee, the City of Hackensack, and the Village of 
Ridgefield Park requires that each prepare a CSO Long Term Control Plan 

(LTCP); and 

     WHEREAS, the NJDEP has determined that the Bergen County Utilities 
Authority, the Village of  Ridgefield Park, the City of Hackensack, and the 

Borough of Fort Lee form a “Hydraulically connected system”, and  

     WHEREAS, the NJDEP encourages a single LTCP to be developed and 

submitted on behalf of all the permittees in a hydraulically connected sewer 
system; and 

     WHEREAS, the submission of a single LTCP does not preclude the Borough 

of Fort Lee from developing its own LTCP for its combined sewer system, but 
rather means that it will cooperate with other permittees in assessing and 

evaluating regional impacts, and 

     WHEREAS, the present three (3) year schedule would not afford the Borough 
of Fort Lee the opportunity to work with other combined sewer permittees in the 

region in a cooperative and responsible manner to meet public notification or 
compliance base monitoring requirements; and 

       WHEREAS, the NJPDES Permit allows a change in schedule from three (3) 

years to up to five (5) years for completion of the schedule of reports and 
requirements within the permit if a single LTCP is prepared within the 

hydraulically connected sewer system; and 
 
        WHEREAS, the NJDEP requires a written commitment from each of the 

individual permittee within a hydraulically connected sewer system to work  
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cooperatively towards a single LTCP; and 

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee needs to make known its interest and 

intent to cooperate with other permittees in the development of a single LTCP, 

    NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the members of the Borough of 
Fort Lee Committee as follows: 

        1. The above recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set forth at 
length. 

         2. The Committee encourages the Bergen County Utilities Authority, the 

Village of  Ridgefield Park, and the City of Hackensack to strongly consider the 
benefits of a single LTCP, including but not limited to the extension of the report 

and requirements schedule to five (5) years, and to undertake the necessary 
steps to pass similar resolutions making it known of their intent to cooperate. 

         3. Representatives of Borough shall also join with other CSO permittees 

within the region, including but not necessarily limited to the NJ CSO Group 
that has been formed by the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission, to evaluate 

and consider working together in a regional approach to certain requirements of 
their permit wherein that cooperation is deemed to be in the best interest of the 
Borough.  

         4. The Committee requests that the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection provide and approval an extension of time to the final 
permit to be consistent with a five year report and compliance schedule. 

 
 

CA-11  Confirm Endorsement of Bergen County Division of Community 
Developments Projects – Bergen County Home Investment Partnerships 
Application – Madeline Corporation - $300,000.00 

 
 
     RESOLUTION FOR MUNICIPALITIES TO CONFIRM ENDORSEMENT OF 

BERGEN COUNTY DIVISION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
 

      WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnerships application 
of $300,000.00 has been proposed by the Madeline Corporation for Fort Lee 
Supportive Housing in the municipality of Fort Lee; and 

 
      WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, HOME funds 

may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Mayor and 
Council; and 
 

      WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of 
Fort Lee; and 
 

      WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the 
municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid 

HOME application, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 

Fort Lee hereby confirm endorsement of the aforesaid project, and 
 

      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Director of the Bergen County Division of Community Development so that 
implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited. 
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CA-12 Authorizing the Borough of Fort Lee to File an Application to 

Participate in the Federal 1033 Program – Law Enforcement Support Office 
(LESO) 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE THROUGH THE 
FORT LEE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO FILE AN APPLICATION TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE FEDERAL 1033 PROGRAM TO ENABLE SAID 

DEPARTMENT TO REQUEST AND ACQUIRE EXCESS DEPARTMENT OF 
DEFENSE EQUIPMENT  

 
 WHEREAS the United States Congress authorized the 1033 Program to 
make use of excess US Department of Defense equipment by making such 

equipment available to local, county and state levels of government; and 
 

 WHEREAS under the 1033 Program, law enforcement agencies may 
request resources, and the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) mandates that all 
acquired 1033 equipment be under the control of the requesting law 

enforcement agency who requests it; and 
 
 WHEREAS Senate Bill No. 2364-2(a) recently enacted by the New Jersey 

Legislature as P.L. 2015 chapter 23, requires that all local or county law 
enforcement agencies wanting to apply to the 1033 Program, be approved by 

Resolution by a majority of the full membership of the governing body of that 
jurisdiction and the said DLA requires that applications for Program 
participation be submitted every 365 days; and 

 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that it hereby authorizes the Fort Lee Police Department to participate 

in the Federal 1033 Program administered through the law Enforcement 
Support Office (LESO) and that said Department may acquire any DEMIL A (non 

controlled) property without restriction; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Council finds that the Fort Lee 

Police Department may request and acquire certain DEMIL B through  
Q (controlled) property without restriction at the discretion of the Chief of Police 

for emergency response and preparedness.  
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

further requires that the designated LESO Point of Contact for this venue shall 
report to the Chief of Police as directed regarding acquired 1033 Program 
property and in the event that any property had been obtained contrary to the 

intent of P.L. 2015 c.23, the State Coordinator shall be contacted and equipment 
shall be transferred or returned via the federal inventory database system 

(FEPMIS); and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Council recognizes that the 

acquisition of 1033 Program property is time-sensitive as resources are allocated 
to all State based on time-stamp of requisition and in the event that a LESO 

Point of Contact requests an item in good faith and said item is determined to be 
contrary to the intent of this resolution, the LESO Point of Contact may cancel 
the request prior to the acquisition of the property, without being in violation of 

P.L. 2015 c. 23.     
 
CA-13  Dedication by Rider – Donations to the Fort Lee Fire Prevention 

Bureau 
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY 

RIDER FOR DONATIONS TO THE FORT LEE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU 
REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 
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WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services for the approval as a dedication by rider of revenues 
received by a municipality when revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate 
estimates in advance; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 provides for receipt of donations by a 

municipality to provide for the operating costs to administer this act; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues from the 

Fire Prevention Bureau Donation Trust fund are hereby anticipated as revenue 
and are hereby appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is dedicated 
by statute or other legal requirement; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey as follows: 
1. The Governing Body does hereby request permission of the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures of the Fire 

Prevention Bureau Trust Fund. 

2. The Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen is hereby directed 

to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services. 

CA-14 Authorizing the Tax Collector to Prepare and Mail Estimated Tax 

Bills – Third Quarter for 2015 
 
   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TAX      

        COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN                
        ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994 C. 72 

 

      WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee had a public hearing regarding its 
scheduled budget adoption on April 9, 2015 and the Bergen County Board of 

Taxation maybe unable to certify Fort Lee’s tax rate at this time and the 
Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector may be unable to mail the Borough’s 2015 tax 
bills on a timely basis; and 

 
      WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector/Fort Lee Chief 

Financial Officer has computed an estimated tax levy in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and he has signed a certification showing the tax levies for 
the previous year, the tax rates and the range of permitted estimated tax levies, 

 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey on this the 

11th day of June, 2015 as follows: 
 

     1.  The Fort Lee Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to prepare 
and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough of Fort Lee for the Third 
Installment of 2015 taxes.  The Tax Collector shall take such actions as are 

permitted and required by P.L. 1994, c. 72 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3) 
  
     2.  The entire estimated tax levy for 2015 is hereby set at $134,997,458.00.   

 
     3.  In accordance with the law the Third Installment of 2015 taxes shall not 

be subject to interest until the later of August 10th or the twenty-fifth day after 
the date the estimated tax bills were mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall 
contain a notice specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue. 
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CA-15  Authorize Agreement Between the Borough of Fort Lee and The New 

Jersey Transit Corporation – Radio Equipment Room & Rooftop Antenna 
Mounting Systems at 800 Park Avenue, Fort Lee, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION OF AN ACCESS PERMIT WITH NJ TRANSIT FOR THE 
INSTALLATION OF RADIO EQUIPMENT AND ANTENNA SYSTEMS 

 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Transit Corporation (“NJ Transit”) wishes to 

evaluate the use of the Borough of Fort Lee’s (“Borough”) radio equipment room 
and rooftop antenna mounting structures situated on property located at 800 
Park Avenue in the Borough, and more commonly known as The Modern, for the 

installation of radio equipment and antenna systems in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of an Access Permit, a copy of which is attached hereto 

and made a part hereof, and a long-term license agreement; and 
 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 

Borough authorized the execution of a lease  with the Regency Co-Op, Inc. 
(“Regency”) as the first of two locations in the Borough with optimal 
transmission and receiving capabilities to serve as the basis for the Borough’s 

wireless public safety communications system; and 
 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough authorized the execution of a lease with the 440 Company - Carriage 
House, L.P., the owner of certain property and high rise premises located in the 

Borough, which property was determined to serve as the second site with 
optimal transmission and receiving capabilities as part of the Borough’s wireless 
public safety communications system; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough and NJ Transit have discussed terms to permit 

NJ Transit to install radio and microwave communications equipment and 
antenna/microwave dishes at the Borough’s equipment room in The Modern in 
exchange for NJ Transit providing services required to move the Borough’s 

wireless public safety communications system from its current location at the 
Regency and install it at the equipment room at The Modern, pursuant to NJ 

Transit’s analysis of the rooftop, electrical diagrams and construction drawings 
at The Modern; and 

 

WHEREAS, all installation, maintenance, repair, upgrading, alteration, 
operation, replacement and removal of the Borough’s wireless public safety 
communications system and NJ Transit’s radio and microwave communications 

equipment and antenna/microwave dishes will be performed by contractors 
selected by NJ Transit and approved by the Borough, at NJ Transit's sole cost 

and expense, in accordance with all applicable laws, rules and regulations, 
including environmental laws and regulations, of all regulatory agencies of the 
state and federal governments exercising jurisdiction over the communication 

facilities; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough, having reviewed the proposed Access Permit, 
setting forth the terms and conditions for the services to be performed by NJ 
Transit, as well as all necessary supporting documents, is satisfied that the 

Access Permit reflects the negotiations and agreement of the parties, and wishes 
to authorize its execution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the authorization to execute the Access Permit with NJ 
Transit for the installation, maintenance, repair, upgrading, alteration, 

operation, replacement and removal of the Borough’s wireless public safety 
communications system and NJ Transit’s radio and microwave communications  
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equipment and antenna/microwave dishes, and the subsequent memorialization 

of all such terms and conditions in a long-term license agreement, is in the best 
interests of the Borough and is necessary for its efficient operations; 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

1. That the execution of the Access Permit with NJ Transit for 
the removal, installation, maintenance, repair, upgrading, alteration, operation, 

and replacement of the Borough’s wireless public safety communications system 
and NJ Transit’s radio and microwave communications equipment and 
antenna/microwave dishes, shall be and is hereby authorized. 

 
2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute 

the Access Permit and the Borough Administrator shall be and is hereby 
authorized to finalize a long-term license agreement for the removal, installation, 
maintenance, repair, upgrading, alteration, operation, and replacement of the 

Borough’s wireless public safety communications system and NJ Transit’s radio 
and microwave communications equipment and antenna/microwave dishes. 

 

3. That upon execution of the Access Permit, this resolution and 
the Access Permit shall be available for public inspection in the Office of the 

Borough Clerk. 
 
4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required.  

 
 
CA-16 Authorize Municipal Shared Services Defense Agreement – Council 

on Affordable Housing – Preparation of the Burchell Statewide Fair Share 
Analysis by Rutgers, The State University 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has filed or anticipates filing a 
Declaratory Judgment Action in the Superior Court of New Jersey Bergen 

County in furtherance of the Supreme Court’s March 10, 2015 decision 
captioned In re Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 & 5:97 by N.J. Council on Affordable 

Housing, 221 N.J. 1 (2015) (the “Supreme Court Decision”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Fair Share Housing Center (“FSHC”), through the services of 

David Kinsey, has prepared what it considers to be the statewide fair share 
numbers (the “FSHC Numbers”) for use by the 15 vicinage Mt. Laurel Judges to 
calculate a municipality’s affordable housing obligation pursuant to the 

Supreme Court Decision; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to participate in the 
preparation of a statewide fair share analysis to be undertaken by Rutgers, The 
State University of New Jersey (“Rutgers”), through Dr. Robert W. Burchell, 

Principal Investigator, and various other experts employed by Rutgers in order to 
establish a rational and reasonable methodology (the “Burchell Fair Share 

Analysis”) for determination of a municipality’s obligation to provide a realistic 
opportunity through its land use ordinances for its fair share of the region’s 
affordable housing needs in accordance with the Mount Laurel Doctrine as set 

forth in In the Matter of the Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 by the New 
Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 221 N.J. 1 (2015) (“Decision”) and prior 
decisions of the Courts of New Jersey, and the Fair Housing Act, N.J.S.A. 

52:27D-301 et. seq.;  and 
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 WHEREAS, Rutgers, utilizing Dr. Burchell as the Principal Investigator  

and author has agreed to prepare the Burchell Fair Share Analysis within 90 
days of being retained to establish his view of the proper way to determine each 
municipality’s fair share obligation; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Dr. Burchell estimates the cost to prepare the initial Burchell 
Fair Share Analysis will be $70,000; and  

 
 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that there will be a need for Dr. Burchell to 

analyze any challenges to his conclusions and prepare a rebuttal report to said 
challenges which is not included in the $70,000; and 
 

 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that if each municipality contributes $2,000, 
there will be sufficient monies to pay the cost to prepare the initial Burchell Fair 

Share Analysis, to analyze any challenges to the Initial Fair Share Analysis and 
to Prepare A Rebuttal Report given the number of municipalities that have 
expressed an interest in retaining Burchell; and  

 
 WHEREAS, a Municipal Shared Services Defense Agreement (hereinafter 
MSSDA”), has been prepared (a) so that monies can be collected to enter into an 

agreement with Rutgers (hereinafter “the Rutgers Agreement”) and so that 
Burchell, along with various other experts from Rutgers, can perform the tasks 

described above and (b) so that the rights and responsibilities of each 
municipality that wishes to sign the agreement to retain Rutgers are defined; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the MSSDA provides that the Law Offices of Jeffrey R. Surenian 

and Associates, LLC (“Surenian”) will serve as the administrative entity to sign 

the Rutgers agreement on behalf of the municipalities that signed the MSSDA 
and paid the $2,000 fee; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is imperative given the time constraints for municipalities that 

wish to retain Burchell to sign the MSSDA and pay the $2,000 fee so that 

Burchell can conduct the necessary analysis; and 
  

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the foregoing, it is possible that the MSSDA may 
need to be changed as a result of ongoing negotiations with the Rutgers 
agreement following execution of the MSSDA and the payment of the $2,000 fee; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, in such an event, any member that objects to the changes that 

Rutgers may require shall have the opportunity to relinquish membership in the 
Municipal Group and to receive back the $2,000 payment as more specifically 

set forth in the MSSDA.  
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 
 

1. The terms and conditions of the MSSDA attached hereto are hereby 
approved, ratified and confirmed. 

2. The amount of $2,000 is hereby authorized to be expended by the 

Borough of Fort Lee for Rutgers through Dr. Robert Burchell, Principal 
Investigator to prepare the Burchell Fair Share Analysis. 

3. A certification of funds authorizing the aforesaid expenditure has been 

signed by the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort Lee and is 
appended hereto. 
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4. The Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute the aforesaid MSSDA  to  
memorialize the participation of the Borough of Fort Lee in the preparation of 

the Burchell Fair Share Analysis and to take any and all actions reasonably 
required to effectuate said Agreement. 

. 

5. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes Jeffrey R. Surenian, Esq. to 
execute on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee the Research Agreement with 
Rutgers to initiate and complete Burchell Fair Share Analysis and to do such 

other actions to effectuate the purposes of said Research Agreement. 
 

6. If further changes to the MSSDA are needed as a result of finalizing the 
Rutgers Agreement, within ten (10) days of notification by Surenian of the 
changes, the Borough of Fort Lee will inform Surenian if it objects to the 

changes and wishes to withdraw from the Municipal Group  and obtain a 
refund of the $2000 it paid. 

 

7. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

No one from the public came forward to speak concerning Consent Agenda 

items CA-1 through CA-16. 
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan.  The 
Consent Agenda was approved on the following roll call: 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Pohan – Reported that on June 28th the Fort Lee Film Commission 
will be having their historic jitney tours of Fort Lee during the hours of 11:00 

A.M. – 3:00 P.M.  The tour guide will be the Executive Director, Tom Meyers. 
 
 He stated that the movies and music under the stars will start in July 

throughout August.  He stated that this is the 100th anniversary of Fox Studios, 
all of the films that will be shown this summer were produced by Fox Studios. 
 

Councilman Suh – Reported that School No. 4 will be hosting their carnival and 
craft fair on Saturday, June 13th at the location of 1193 Anderson Avenue 

during the hours of 12:00 Noon – 5:00 P.M. He has been volunteered for the 
dunk tanks. 
 

 He thanked Tom Meyers for a fantastic Music and Arts Festival. 
 

Councilman Sargenti - Absent 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – Reported that that the Fort Lee Library has lovely 

free concerts all summer.  She invited the public to attend and enjoy the 
summer concerts at the Library. 
 

Councilman Cervieri – Reported that he and Council President recently 
attended the recognition and appreciation breakfast of the Crossing Guards. He 

thanked the Crossing Guards for their dedication and service to the community.  
 
Council President Sohmer – Thanked the Crossing Guards for their dedication  

and service to the community.   
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He stated that the Farmer’s Market is held every Sunday starting the last 

Sunday in June through the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  The Market is held at 
the Jack Alter Community Center on Inwood Terrace during the hours of 8:00 
A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 

 
 He thanked Tom Meyers for a great Music and Arts Festival. 
 

 He thanked the sponsors of the Memorial Day parade, the VFW and 
George Makroulakis and George Porto. 

 
 He announced that the Gran Fondo Race went well. 
  

  
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for 
discussion. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for 
discussion. 

 
Name     Subject         Response   
 

Joanne Goodwin,    Concerns regarding      Council President Sohmer 
     Ordinance No. 2015-15 
 

Gary Schwartz   Newspaper Article  Councilman Cervieri 
2175 Hudson Terrace   Concerning Police Body  

     Cameras 
 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman 

Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and there being no further 
discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no objections at 8:32 p.m.  

 
 
 

 
________________________                        
Evelyn Rosario, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 
  



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

                             Thursday, July 16, 2015 @7:30 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, 
Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 ABSENT: Councilman Sargenti 
 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 
                      Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 

                      J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in the following manner: 
 

 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 
regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 
forth therein. 

 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 
Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 

THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk.    

  
 3. On July 10, 2015 a change in scheduled meeting time was e-mailed to 
the Record and The Jersey Journal and posted on the Borough Hall bulletin 

board at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, the notice was 
posted to the Borough website. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 “Just a quick report to the public. We are in full swing with Main Street. 
As every day goes by, there’s more and more progress. You’ll notice that the 
section which is at the corner of Main and Lemoine is almost complete; I say 

almost because we still have landscaping and street lights and some other items 
that we need to install. That look will be carried through all of Main Street on 

both sides. The contactors are now on the northern side of Main Street. It’s 
getting very, very exciting.  While that project is going on, redevelopment 5 west, 
which is the retail component, is in full swing.  It’s public knowledge they're at 

around 65% - 70% rented. There’s some exciting uses and restaurants and 
theatres coming there.  We’re hopeful that the second building on redevelopment 

east will also start soon.  On the bottom of that building is our new Fort Lee 
theatre.  A lot of stuff happening in Fort Lee. I’ve said this many times and I’ll 
say it again, I don’t think that more has happened in any 30 year period then 

what’s here in the last 6 or 7.  In order for that to accomplish, we need the 
cooperation and the patience of our public.  There’s been traffic jams, there has 
been confusion, there’s been shut downs, but I think we all have that level of 

patience, because we know that while the inconvenience might be temporary the 
improvement is going to be permanent. So we extend our thanks to everyone 

that has been patience and cooperative throughout this process.  Soon we’re 
going to start the parking facility project.  There’s a lot of stuff going on here in 
Fort Lee.  And why it’s important that we have this conversation now before the 
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swearing in, is because if we’re going to continue to seek to achieve greatness 

in Fort Lee, there are two unconditional components to that recipe. Number 
one to have a very sound, strong and respected public school system and 
number two to make sure that we have an incredible dedicated loyal 

community minded Police Department, and we have both of those. And 
because of that combination of good Government and transparent 
Government and a great Police Department and a phenomenal school system, 

and when I say Police Department, I also include all of the other emergency 
service agencies.  We have the potential to regain our status as in my opinion 

the simply greatest town or the best town in northern New Jersey.  So thank 
you for what you do. To the Officer being sworn in tonight please rest assure 
and remain mindful that you are joining one of the most respected Police 

Departments in the Country. We say that without reservation, we are very, 
very proud of you, we support you in any way we can and thank you for 

doing your part for making Fort Lee the special place that it is.”                

 
R-1 Resolution – “Police Officer Joseph E. Zevits” 

 

Borough Clerk Rosario read the following resolution into the record: 

 
Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri seconded, 

the following Resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee have 

determined the need to authorize the hiring of Police Officers for the Police 
Department, based on retirements and the current Table of Organization; and  

 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that Joseph E. Zevits be appointed to 

the position of Police Officer with an effective hiring date of July 16, 2015; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this appointment is made in 

accordance with a New Jersey Civil Service Commission Certification of Eligibles 

for Appointment List, for the title of Police Officer, and their salary will be at 
$34,638- in accordance with the current P.B.A. Contract.   

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

POLICE STATEMENT BY POLICE CHIEF KEITH BENDUL 
 

“Thank you for your time and allowing us to have this ceremony tonight. 

I will keep my comments as brief as possible. 
It is with great pride that I serve our community as Chief of Police. 
 

Now more than ever Police Departments and Communities must work 
together to preserve safety.  I would ask everyone to remember the personal 

risks EVERY officer across our country takes when they put on their badge and 
the sacrifice our families make each day when we go to work to preserve our 
freedom and safety. 

 
Fort Lee is fortunate to have a Mayor and Council that is committed to 

public safety.  Last Friday Council Members participated in the Graduation 

Ceremony for our annual Jr. Police Academy. 
 

On behalf of the department members, I thank you for your support. 
 

I also need to thank my Command Staff:  Deputy Chief Ford, Captain Zon, 

Captain Gallagher and Captain Zusi for their professionalism and dedication.  
Captain Zon is out ill and Captain Zusi is out of state. 
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Leaders cannot lead without officers.  Tonight the Governing Body again 
displays their commitment by hiring a new police officer. 
 

One of the most memorable events for a police officer is the day they get 
sworn in.  Tonight we are here to celebrate the hiring of a new officer. 
 

He has passed the State’s Civil Service Commission test.  Over the past 
months he successfully completed an intense and extensive background 

investigation process.  The hiring process would not have been possible if not for 
the talent and efforts of the Background Investigation Unit:  Lt. Kissane, 
Detectives Traiger, Tilton, Morgenstern, Wanco, Hunt and Siracuse. 

 
We are confident in the abilities and character of the individual who will 

take the oath tonight.  We believe that he will uphold the high standards of the 
Fort Lee Police Department. 
 

Tonight as he is being sworn in a Fort Lee Police Officer he is joining a 
much larger Law Enforcement family. 
 

He will attend the police academy for the next five months starting next 
Friday. 

 
Police Chief Keith Bendul read biography of Joseph Zevits and asked him 

to come before the Mayor and Council for his swearing in. 

 
 Mayor Sokolich administered the oath of office and swore Joseph Zevits in 
as Police Officer.  Mr. Zevits' mother Michele Zevits along with his brother and 

sister held the bible; his cousin, Officer Mike Kelly, his uncle retired Captain 
Robert Zevits and father retired Captain Joseph Zevits pinned the badge. 

 
Police Chief Bendul – “I want to thank the officer’s families and friends for 

attending tonight to share their special moment. 

 
I want to also thank the retired officers and off-duty for attending tonight.  

These officers that keep you safe night and day. 
 

We will serve each and every day to the best of our ability with passion 

and total commitment to improve safety and quality of life for our community.” 
 

At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh, a brief 

recess was approved and taken at 7:46 P.M. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, the 

meeting was reconvened at 7:52 P.M. 
 

CERTIFICATE OF DETERMINATION AND AWARD 
Borough Clerk Rosario read the following certificate into the record: 

    

   I, Joseph Rutch, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the 
County of Bergen, New Jersey (hereinafter referred to as the “Borough”), 
HEREBY CERTIFY as follows: 

 
  1.    I hereby determine to issue the $525,000 Bond Anticipation Note (the 

“Note”) hereinafter described by the virtue of the authority conferred upon me by 
Bond Ordinance #2012-43 of the Borough, further referred to in the attached 
chart by reference to number, date of adoption and amount of bonds or notes 

authorized, such note to be issued in the amount indicated in the chart. 
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  Total Principal Amount:  $525,000 
   
  Number:     2015-01 

 
  Denomination:    $525,000 
 

  Issue Date:    7/10/2015 
 

  Maturity Date:    11/25/2015 
 
  Interest Rate Per Annum:  0.92%, payable at maturity 

 
  Paying Agent:    Borough of Fort Lee 

 
   2.   Pursuant to the authority so conferred upon me, I have awarded and sold 
the Note to Valley National Bank, Wayne, New Jersey at the price of 

$525,000.00.  There is no interest accrued on the Note. 
 
  3.   No bonds of the Borough have heretofore been issued pursuant to the 

ordinance and resolution referred to in Section 1 hereof, except as set forth in 
the attached chart. 

 
  4.   The date of the first note is as stated in the attached chart. 
 

  5.   No grants have been received, no paydowns have been made and no 
cancellations have been enacted that would reduce the debt authorization below 
the amount of notes outstanding under the bond ordinance described in the 

attached chart except as set forth therein. 
 

  6.   No notes or other obligations have heretofore been issued pursuant to the 
bond ordinance referred to in the attached chart and now remain outstanding 
and unpaid except as set forth in the attached chart. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ord. #2015-17- “An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 388, 

Sections 14 and 69 of the Code of the Borough of Fort Lee, Entitled 
“Handicapped Parking Spaces.”  

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and 

carried, Ord. #2015-17 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND 
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED “HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 

was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 20, 2015. 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
Ord. #2015-18 - “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 289 Parking, Article IV 

Parking Meters, Municipal Parking Lots and Permit Parking, Section 15 
Parking Meter Zones Established; Violations and Penalties, of the Revised 

General Ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee.”  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 
and carried, Ord. #2015-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 
289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS 
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AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES ESTABLISHED; 

VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 20, 2015. 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Ord. #2015-15 - “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 289 Parking, Article IV 

Parking Meters, Municipal Parking Lots and Permit Parking, Section 15 
Parking Meter Zones Established: Violations and Penalties, of the Revised 

General Ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee.”  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-15 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV 

PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, 
SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES ESTABLISHED; VIOLATIONS AND 
PENALTIES, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE.” 
 

1. Norman Greenberg, 2100 Linwood Avenue- “This is the second time 
I’ve come before you and Council on the same subject, the last time I was here 
was many months ago and there was a change made to the parking on Lewis, 

reducing it to 6 hours, for some reason there’s a request from somebody to make 
it 9 hours again, which makes it a parking lot for the people getting on the 

academy bus, which has an ---.”  
 
Mayor Sokolich – “That’s why we did this in the first place.” 

Norman Greenberg – “That’s right, an unauthorized bus stop on Lewis.”   
 
Mayor Sokolich – “Got it, I believe the hospital they were servicing.” 

 
Norman Greenberg – “They’re servicing the hospital, I believe that, the 

problem is that the people are using that street as a daily parking lot, and I 
know that some people think they can’t be ticketed there.” 

 

Mayor Sokolich – “We’re pretty non-discriminatory here in Fort Lee on who 
we give our parking tickets to.” 

 

Norman Greenberg – “Mr. Mayor I don’t have a problem with that, I have a 
problem to changing back to 9 hours.” 

 
Councilman Sohmer – “I believe that not all those meters on Lewis Street 

have been changed.” 

 
Norman Greenberg – “Actually the ones on the south side of Lewis have 

already been changed.” 
 
Councilman Sohmer – “Yes, but not ----” 

 
Norman Greenberg – “No, not the ones at the corner.” 
 

Councilman Sohmer – “Those meters are still the same what they were 
before.” 

Norman Greenberg – “There not going to stay that way I presume.” 
 
Councilman Sohmer – “No, you’re wrong; they will stay the way they are.” 
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Norman Greenberg – “My next question is very simple, we have a public 
hearing tonight on this change, for some reason the signs were all changed 
weeks ago to 9 hours, they’re changed, it’s already 9 hours.  This is a public 

hearing to see whether or not they should be changes and it’s done.” 
 
Mayor Sokolich – “I’m not aware of the signs being changed.” 

 
Norman Greenberg – “I’m sure you’re not----.” 

 
Mayor Sokolich – “I will tell you this, unless that’s in response to a prior 

ordinance that we’re talking about something different, otherwise, I can assure 

you the Parking Authority tomorrow morning at 7:30 will be removing those 
signs.” 

 
Norman Greenberg – “A suggestion, can academy go to the municipal lot 

and all these people park in the municipal lot and-----if you’re going to have a 

non-existing bus stop, put in the lot.  I understand they were asked to do that a 
previous time and they refused.”   

 

A brief discussion continued concerning private bus lines using areas in 
Fort Lee as bus stops. 

 
2. Joanne Goodwin, 328 Bridge Plaza North – “Property and Co-Op 

encompassed in your zone A, zone A is influenced by your ordinance no. 289-

36Q1-6AG, and what it does it prohibits parking from 2:00AM – 6:00 A.M. for 
non-residents, and the reason for this ordinance supposedly is to cut down on 
commuter parking in order to take buses into Manhattan.  I don’t know of any 

commuter that searches around at 2:00 AM to park their car in order to go to 
Manhattan, it is arbitrary, it doesn’t make sense, it -- discriminatory, and 

Mayor, the signage about this has prohibited parking from 2:00AM- 6:00AM for 
the past 8 weeks.” 

   

Mayor Sokolich – “I know exactly what you’re talking about. Just so that 
you know what this is designed to do, because I need to be clear.  The reason for 

the tweaking in the first place, of paramount concern to this Governing Body is 
that folks are not coming from far and away places.  Parking here all day 
consuming our streets, consuming our parking, going into work coming back 

and then just leaving the spot.  The idea and it might be inaccurate and it might 
not be a bull’s eye and that’s what I meant about tweaking before, the idea was 
to put these time parameters in, so these folks would be discouraged from 

staying all day, which was the idea behind the issue that we had that Norman 
spoke before.  So, we’ll look at this.” 

 
Joanne Goodwin – “What it does, it creates a hardship for anyone who 

lives there, who has family members and friends occasionally stay at their 

house.”  
 

Mayor Sokolich – “I’m also going tell you that the new systems we have at 
the Parking Authority, and I don’t know if we have the capability of doing this, 
but I’m going to look into this tomorrow morning as to whether or not our 

computers and detection devices which are now pretty high tech in Fort Lee 
whether or not we can be in a position to log these license plates, these regular 
visitors or at least a phone call.”   

 
 A brief discussion continued concerning accommodations of overnight 

visitors.  
 

3. Douglas Sugarman, 2100 Linwood Avenue – “Since you have a motion and 

a second to table, but you haven’t voted on it yet.  I just wanted take the  
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opportunity for a little history as Norman did.  A year or 2 ago we came before 

this Council when we had the problem with Academy, the problem with the 9 
hour meters. The Mayor and several Council members and Chief of Police came 
out to Lewis and Linwood Avenue to observe, you said you don’t want it---it’s 

basically to the benefit of Fort Lee residents, but in fact it is the outsiders that 
are parking there.  I just point out, on the current existing conditions, which the 
Borough Clerk was kind enough to supply me with, on Lewis Street current 

existing positions are 6 hour parking meters are hereby authorized to be 
installed along the south side of Lewis Street from Linwood Avenue west to 

Fletcher Avenue.  There are 18 meters on the south side, currently 8 of them 
were 6 hours as a sort of a compromise because we had basically asked for.”   

 

A brief discussion continued concerning the parking meters along the 
south side of Lewis Street from Linwood Avenue west to Fletcher Avenue.    

 
 There being no further public discussion, the public hearing was closed 
on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan. 

 
Councilman Sohmer made a motion to table adoption of ordinance #2015-

15 to the August 20, 2015 meeting of the Mayor and Council, motion seconded 

by Councilman Cervieri.  Motion to table approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was 
opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 

 
CA-1- Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 

having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
Current                                     15,627,236.39 
Capital                                            1,168,858.03 

Road Improvement Plan                                     n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                         n/a 

Construction Fees                                         n/a 
COAH Fees                                                  n/a    
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                      1,364.00      

Trip Admissions                                       6,520.00    
Trust Account (Accutrack)                            97,206.09 

Special Dog Account                                   5,000.00 
Centennial Fund                                           n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                                n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                              n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   890.09 
Fort Lee Film Commission                                  n/a  

Community Development                                     n/a 
Redemption Account                                        n/a 

School Resource Account                                   n/a  
Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                     n/a 
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POAA                                                       n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                         n/a 
Police Treasury                                      46,898.23 
Police Justice                                             n/a      

Flexible Spending                                         n/a 
Unemployment Compensation                          ______n/a 
 

Total:                                          $16,953,972.83 
 

CA-2- Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New Jersey for 
Period Covering April 1, 2015 Through June 30, 2015 - $1,300.00 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be authorized to draw 
a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of America payable to the 

Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  
amount of $1,300.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses for the period 
covering April 1, 2015 through June 30, 2015. Fees are to be forwarded on a 

quarterly basis to the Department of Human Services;  
Account No. 01-2887 

 

CA-3- Authorizing the Hiring of Spring Summer Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department – For the Period of July 6, 2015 – August 31, 2015 

 
WHEREAS, summer seasonal positions exist with the Department of 

Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined that these positions 

must be filled,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel (available in the Office of 
the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the positions and rates of compensation 

indicated with the Department of Recreation; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of appointments are 

part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of July 6, 2005 and a 
termination date of August 31, 2015. 

 
CA-4 – Authorizing the Hiring of Spring Summer Seasonal & Temporary 
Employees for Various Departments – Effective June 1, 2015 

 
 
 WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal and temporary positions exist within 

various departments, and the Mayor and Council have determined that the 
positions should be filled,  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired as spring/summer 

help and temporary positions, at the hourly rates of compensation listed below: 
Effective June 1, 2015 

 
 
Name    Department    Hourly  

          Rate 
 
Matthew DeSavino  Clean Communities    $7.50 

 
Ceana Cuello  Clean Communities   $7.50  

 
SeRy Jung   Cultural & Heritage Affairs  $7.50  
 

Devin Sokolich  General Services/Maintenance $11.50  



 
Regular Meeting                                     July 16, 2015 

                                                              Page #9 
 

Daniel Parra  Clean Communities   $7.50  
 
Andrew Fein  Events/Stage Crew   $10.00 

 
CA-5 Authorize Merit Increases – Francine Weissman, Administrative Clerk 
and Jonathan O’ Connor, Inventory Control Clerk 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have authorized merit increases to the 
following employees:   

 

1) Francine Weissman, Administrative Clerk, Administrative      
Offices     Merit Increase of 7%   

 
2) Jonathan O’Connor, Inventory Control Clerk, Senior Center  

         Merit Increase of $3129.48  

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the above increases shall be effective retroactively 

to January 1, 2015.  

  
CA-6 – Authorize Minimum Salary Increase for the title “Keyboarding Clerk 

1” to $30,000.00 – Base Salary Increase: Melinda Aranda, Police 
Department; Eun Kyung Chung, Municipal Court; Jennifer Perelli, Police 
Department; Lori Tighe-Kodora, Communications & Public Works; Wendy 

Weissman, Fire Prevention Bureau; Soo Jung Lee, Municipal Clerk 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have made a conscious decision to 
increase the minimum salary for the title of Keyboarding Clerk 1 and as such, 

the following five individuals base salary shall be increased to $30,000.00:  

 
 Melinda Aranda, Police Department 
 

 Eun Kyung Chung, Municipal Court 
 

 Jennifer Perelli, Police Department 
 

Lori Tighe-Kodora, Communications and Public Works 

Department  
 
 Wendy Weissman, Fire Prevention Bureau  

 
 Soo Jung Lee, Municipal Clerk  

 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that said increase shall be made effective retroactively 

to January 1, 2015.  

 

 
CA-7 – Authorize Full-Time Appointments – Public Safety 
Telecommunicator Trainee Communications Center – Diran Jebejian; 

$63,824.00, Anthony Hand and Kellie Goodell - $43,452.00 

 
 

WHEREAS, due to vacancies in the Communications Center from a 
resignation, pending retirement, etc., the Mayor and Council have determined 

that these vacancies should be filled due to the emergent nature this absence 
has created; and  
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the  

 Borough of Fort Lee, that Diran Jebejian, Anthony Hand, and Kellie Goodell 
be appointed to full-time positions as Public Safety Telecommunicator 
Trainee in the Communications Center, with effective dates as follows; and  

 
  Diran Jebejian  July 16, 2015  
 

  Anthony Hand  July 27, 2015  
 

  Kellie Goodell  July 27, 2015  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these appointments shall be provisional 

pending certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 
at an annual salary of $43,452- at Grade 9, Step A for both Anthony Hand and 

Kellie Goodell, pursuant to the Blue Collar Salary Ordinance.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Diran Jebejian will maintain his 

existing Grade 9, Step E status and continue at a base salary of $63,824-, 
pursuant to the Blue Collar Salary Ordinance.  Further, said appointment shall 
be provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil Service 

Commission.   
CA-8  Accepting Retirement Notice of Police Officer Vincent Buda 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Police Officer Vincent Buda with the Police 
Department has submitted a retirement notice dated June 30, 2015 and the 

Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Police Officer Buda’s retirement will be effective 

August 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 

CA-9 Accepting Retirement Notice of Etta Potente, Clerk Typist 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that Etta Potente, Clerk Typist  with the Senior 

Center  has submitted a retirement notice dated June 23, 2015 and the Mayor 
and Council have accepted same; and    

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Potente’s retirement will be effective December 
31, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   

 
 
CA-10 – Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Applications for Thomas J. Green & 

James W. Nola – Fire Company # 2 and Full Membership Firefighter 
Applications for Vladimir A. Mperey & Werner R. Ennesser – Fire Company 

# 1 and Viviana Ramos – Fire Company # 2 
 
 

CA-11 Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications and 
Advertise for Bids for Ambulance Billing Collection Service 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and directed to obtain 

specifications and advertise for bids for:  
 

 Ambulance Billing Collection Service  
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CA-12 Authorizing Borough Assistant Engineer to Obtain Request For 
Proposals (RFP’s) for the Maintenance of Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) 
Netting Chambers 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
that the Assistant Borough Engineer is hereby authorized and directed to obtain  

Request For Proposals (RFP’s) for the “Maintenance of Combined Sewer Overflow 
(CSO) Netting Chambers.” 

 
 
 
CA-13 Authorizing Purchase of four (4) Trucks for the Department of Public 

Works from Winner Ford, Cherry Hill, NJ, Through State Contract No. 

A88758 - $120,998.00 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE 
OF TRUCKS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

THROUGH NEW JERSEY STATE VENDOR CONTRACT 

 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
purchase four trucks for use by the Borough’s Department of Public Works in 
providing essential services to the citizens of the Borough; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 
authorizes, without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor, the 

purchase of any goods or services under any contract for such goods or services 
entered into on behalf of the State of New Jersey by the Division of Purchase and 

Property in the Department of the Treasury; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the trucks are available for purchase, without the need for 

public bidding, pursuant to a State of New Jersey State Vendor Contract 
#A88758; and 

 
 WHEREAS,  in accordance with  N.J.S.A. 5:34-1.7, any purchase of goods 
or services pursuant to State Vendor Contract in excess of a public agency’s 

bidding threshold must be authorized by the governing body of the agency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant has recommended the 

purchase of four trucks through the State Vendor Contract for a total contract 
price of $120,998.00; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization to 
purchase four trucks through the State of New Jersey State Vendor Contract 

#A88758 is necessary for the continued efficient operations of the Borough in 
providing vital municipal services to its citizens;  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the purchase the four trucks through the State of New 

Jersey State Vendor Contract #A88758 be and is hereby authorized. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement with the New Jersey State Contract Vendor – Winner 
Ford, Cherry Hill, New Jersey - governing the terms of the purchase, subject to 

review by the Borough’s municipal attorney as to its terms. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution and a copy of any 
agreements necessary to consummate the purchase of the four trucks shall be 
available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

 
CA-14 Authorize Award of Contract for Professional Engineering Services – 
Performance of Inspections of Regulators – Flow Assessment Services, 804 

Plumtry Drive, West Chester, PA 19382 – Not to Exceed $4,350.00 
 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
retain the services of a licensed engineer to perform inspections of regulators in 
the Borough sewer system; and 

 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 

profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 
services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 

a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Flow Assessment 

Services to perform such professional engineer services in accordance with its 
proposal, dated June 24, 2015, attached hereto; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Flow Assessment Services possesses the requisite expertise 
and skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering services 

related to inspections of regulators in the Borough sewer system; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to Flow Assessment 
Services in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the resolution 

awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be performed by 
Flow Assessment Services at a cost that is below the threshold of $17,500 under 

the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., and, 
therefore, the contract is exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of professional 

engineering services for inspections of regulators in the Borough sewer system is 
in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 
necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Flow Assessment Services shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform professional engineering services related to the performance of  

inspections of regulators in the Borough sewer system, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated June 24, 2015, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a 
contract between the Borough and Flow Assessment Services, providing for 

compensation in an amount not to exceed $4,350.00, and further memorializing 
the scope of work and such other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 

 
 3. That Flow Assessment Services is specifically placed on notice that 
it will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 

c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, and this 

resolution must be available for public inspection, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the availability of 
funds for this purpose. 

 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required.  
 

CA-15 Authorize Award of Contract for Professional Engineering Services – 
Consulting Services for Proposed Barrymore Film Center – Nelson Page 

D/B/A Galaxy Management, 481 Walnut Street, Ridgefield, NJ 07657 – 
Not to Exceed $ 43,200.00 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES TO NELSON PAGE D/B/A GALAXY 
MANAGEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee have 
determined there is a need for a management company to provide consulting 
services with regard to the planning, outfitting, construction and programming 

at the Borough’s proposed theater/museum as part of the Eastern Parcel for 
Redevelopment Area 5; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 

WHEREAS, services to provide technical advice and expertise with regard 
to the proposed theater/museum are recognized as “professional services” as 
these services are deemed to be original and creative in character in a recognized 

field of artistic endeavor, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
2(6); and 
 

WHEREAS, the services to be performed by the consultant are 
professional services and this contract is awarded without competitive bidding 

as a “professional service” pursuant to and in accordance with the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Nelson Page  

d/b/a Galaxy Management (“Galaxy”) to perform such professional consulting 
services in accordance with its proposal, dated July 9, 2015, and attached 
hereto; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Galaxy possesses the requisite expertise and skilled personnel  
required to provide professional consulting services in the form of technical 

advice and expertise related to the proposed theater/museum; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional consulting services to Galaxy in accordance 
with the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the professional consulting services related to the proposed 
theater/museum will be performed by Galaxy for annual compensation in an 

amount not to exceed $43,200.00, to be paid at a monthly rate of $3,600 based 
upon a rate of $60.00 per hour as reflected in Galaxy’s proposal; and 

 
 WHEREAS, because the annual compensation to be paid to Galaxy 
exceeds the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., the contract is subject to the provisions of the 
New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the receipt of a proposal from Galaxy to provide professional 
consulting services was pursuant to a non-fair and open process in accordance 

with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.4 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Galaxy is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) 
days prior to the award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure Form in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, 
and a Business Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made 
any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the 

Borough in the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making any 
reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, Stockholder 
Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity Disclosure Certificate and the 

certification have been submitted by Galaxy and shall be placed and maintained 
on file at the office of the Borough Clerk; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and has 
determined that sufficient funds are available to award a contract for 

professional consulting services pertaining to the proposed theater/museum; 
and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for professional consulting services for 
planning, outfitting, construction and programming at the Borough’s proposed 
theater/museum is in the best interests of the Borough; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this contract is 

necessary for its efficient operations;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
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 1. That Nelson Page d/b/a Galaxy Management shall be and is hereby 
appointed to perform professional consulting services in the form of technical 
advice and expertise related to the planning, outfitting, construction and 

programming at the Borough’s proposed theater/museum, in accordance with 
its proposal, dated July 9, 2015, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a 
contract between the Borough and Nelson Page d/b/a Galaxy Management, 

providing for annual compensation in an amount not to exceed $43,200.00, and 
further memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions as 
may be necessary. 

 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, and this 

resolution must be available for public inspection, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law. 
 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer shall certify as to the availability of 
funds for this purpose. 
 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

CA-16 Approving Change Order No. 1 – “Installation of Stand-By Generator 
& Electrical Modifications” Recreation Center – Vanore Electric, Inc. 375 
North Street, Unit Q, Teterboro, NJ – Additional Electrical Services, 

$18,911.00 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER TO THE CONTRACT 
FOR THE PROVISION AND INSTALLATION OF A STAND-BY GENERATOR AND 

ELECTRICAL MODIFICATIONS AT THE RECREATION CENTER 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the Borough previously 

awarded a contract to Boswell Engineering to provide services as a licensed 
engineer for the preparation of construction plans and specifications, and the 

performance of construction inspection services for the provision and 
installation of a stand-by generator and electrical modifications at the Fort Lee 
Recreation Center; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 

solicited bids and awarded a contract in the amount of $29,153.00 to Vanore 
Electric, Inc. (“Vanore”) for the provision and installation of a stand-by generator 

and electrical modifications at the Recreation Center; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell conducted pre-design field surveys to determine the 

existing configuration of the electrical distribution system at the facility in order 
to develop biddable design drawings, which incorporated the existing 

underground electrical service into existing metering equipment; and   
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell was not able to investigate the condition of the 

interior of the Public Service Electric & Gas (PSE&G”) current transformer 
cabinet, located in the basement of the Recreation Center, as the cabinet was 
sealed with the PSE&G locking tag; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Vanore is authorized to open the transformer cabinet as a 

licensed electrician and, in the course of its pre-installation survey, discovered 
that the metering transformers within the transformer cabinet were 
substantially corroded and could not be used consistent with Boswell’s original 

design drawings; and 
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 WHEREAS, as a result of discussions among representatives of Boswell 
and its sub-contractor, Vanore, and the Borough’s electrical code official, it was 
determined that additional electrical services were required to be performed by 

Vanore that could not have been foreseen at the time of the preparation of the  
original design drawings; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Vanore submitted a proposal detailing the additional services 
required to be performed and costs in the amount of $18,911.00 in order to 

complete the installation of a stand-by generator and electrical modifications at 
the Recreation Center; and 
 

 WHEREAS, approval of a change order for the electrical services will result 
in the value of this contract exceeding the 20% limitation on change orders, 

requiring compliance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.9; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a certification has been submitted by the engineer serving as 

a sub-contractor to Boswell, explaining the need for the additional services, 
which could not have been reasonably foreseen, that it was not reasonable 
possible to rebid and execute a new contract for the entire work, and requesting 

the issuance of a change order; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that sufficient funds are 
available to authorize a change order to the contract for the provision and 
installation of a stand-by generator and electrical modifications at the 

Recreation Center; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization of a 

change order to the contract for the provision and installation of a stand-by 
generator and electrical modifications at the Recreation Center is necessary for 

its efficient operations;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

 1. That a change order in the amount of $18,911.00 is hereby 
authorized to the contract for the provision and installation of a stand-by 
generator and electrical modifications at the Fort Lee Recreation Center in 

accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.9.   
 
 2. That the Chief Financial Officer certifies that funds are available for 

the change order for the provision and installation of a stand-by generator and 
electrical modifications at the Fort Lee Recreation Center. 

 
 3. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an amendment to 
the contract with Vanore in the amount of , resulting in the amount of 

$18,911.00 for a total contract amount of $48,064.00. 
  

 4. That a copy of this resolution, the contract, as amended, and 
change order shall be maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and made 
available for public inspection.   

 
 5. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 

 
CA-17 Approving Change Order No. 1 – “Installation of Two Generators” 

Fort Lee Police Department” – Envirocon, Inc., Hackettstown, NJ – 
Additional Electrical Services, $20,104.45 
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 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee that 

the following Change Order be approved: 
 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:    Provision and Installation of Two  

Generators – Fort Lee Police Department 
 
 

ENGINEER:                     Boswell McClave Engineering 
      330 Phillips Avenue 

      South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 
 
       

CONTRACTOR:                  Envirocon, Inc. 
      490 Schooley’s Mountain Road 

      Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 
 
CHANGE ORDER #’S:            Change Order No. 1 

 
COST OF CHANGE ORDERS        $   20,104.45 
 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: $ 211,332.00 
 

NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT:         $ 231,436.45 
 
NATURE OF CHANGES:          Relocation of Electrical Units & Additional  

Electrical Services  
                             
CAPITAL ACCOUNT   04-2150-55-1407-002 

 
 

 
CA-18 Approving Change Order No. 2 – “Replacement of Roof Municipal 
Building” – Mak Group, LLC, Clifton, NJ – Additional Roofing Services, 

$22,323.99 
 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee that 
the following Change Order be approved: 

 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:    Replacement of the Roof – Municipal  

Building 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ 

 
ENGINEER:                     SSP Architectural Group 

      1011 Route 22, Suite 203 
      Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807 
       

CONTRACTOR:                  Mak Group, LLC 
      40 Summit Avenue 

      Clifton, New Jersey 07026 
 
CHANGE ORDER #’S:            Change Order No. 2 

 
COST OF CHANGE ORDERS        $   22,323.99 
 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: $ 439,000.00 
 

*Note: Change Order No. 1 was approved on August 21, 2014 Via Resolution No. 
CA-12, $7,335.38; New Contract Price $446,335.38. 
 

NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT:         $ 468,659.37 
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NATURE OF CHANGES:          Doghouses on Roof  
                             
CAPITAL ACCOUNT:   04-2150-55-1221-014   

 
CA-19 Approving Change Orders No.’s 2 & 3 – “Performance of Masonry 
 

Upgrades Municipal Building” – Spartan Construction, Inc., P.O. Box 1017, 
Oakhurst, NJ 07755 – Additional Services, $7,235.00 

 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee that 

the following Change Order be approved: 
 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:    Performance of Masonry Upgrades at the  
Municipal Building 

 

ENGINEER:                     LAN Associates 
      Engineering Planning Architecture  

Surveying 

      445 Godwin Avenue 
      Midland Park, New Jersey 07432  

     
CONTRACTOR:                  The Spartan Construction, Inc. 
      P.O. Box 1017 

      Oakhurst, New Jersey 07755 
 
CHANGE ORDER #’S:            Change Order #2- $1,131.00 

      Change Order #3- $6,104.00 
 

 
COST OF CHANGE ORDERS        $     7,235.00 
 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: $ 270,000.00 
 

*Note: Change Order No. 1 was approved on June 11, 2015 Via Resolution No. 
CA-9, $13,500.00; New Contract Price $283,500.00. 
 

NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT:         $ 290,735.00 
 
NATURE OF CHANGES:           Change Order No. 2- Remove Metal Exhaust  

Pipe  
Change Order No. 3- Lintel Replacement –   

Marble Panel Locations 
                             
CAPITAL ACCOUNT NO’s:   04-2150-55-1114 & 04-2150-55-1221 

 
 

CA-20 Governing Body Certification - 2014 Annual Audit 
 
 

“GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE 2014 ANNUAL AUDIT” 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-4 requires the governing body of every local 

unit to have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial 
transactions, and 

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2014 has been filed by 

a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to  

 



Regular Meeting                                     July 16, 2015 
                                                              Page #19 

 
N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-6, and a copy has been received by each member of the 

governing body; and 

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the 
State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a  
regulation requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall, by 
resolution, certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all 

members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of 
the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations; and 

 
WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, 

as a minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the 

Annual Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, as evidenced by the 
group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; and 

 
WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the 

Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual 

audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and 

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have 
familiarized themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local 

Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have 
subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing 
body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit: 

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local 
governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or 
refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local 

Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may 

be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or 
imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition 
shall forfeit his office. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Mayor & Council 

of the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby states that it has complied with 
N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this 
resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of 

said compliance. 
 
 

CA-21 Supporting the Transparent Tax Act of 2015 
 

 
“GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE 2014 ANNUAL AUDIT” 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-4 requires the governing body of every local 

unit to have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial 
transactions, and 

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2014 has been filed by 
a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-6, and a copy has been received by each member of the 

governing body; and 

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the 

State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and 
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WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a 

regulation requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall, by 
resolution, certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all 
members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of 

the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed,  

as a minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the 
Annual Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, as evidenced by the 

group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; and 
 

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the 

Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual 
audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and 

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have 
familiarized themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local 
Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have 

subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing 

body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit: 

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local 

governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or 
refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local 
Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may 
be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or 
imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition 

shall forfeit his office. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Mayor & Council 
of the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby states that it has complied with 
N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this 

resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of 
said compliance. 

 
CA-22 Authorize Item of Revenue & Appropriation – “Health Officer Shared  
Services Program” $19,000.00 

 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND 
APPROPRIATION 

(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-87) 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of 

Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of 
revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such item shall have 

been made available by law and in the amount thereof was not determined at 
the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of 
appropriation for equal amount; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee, in 
the County of Bergen, New Jersey hereby requests the Director of the Division of 

Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget of the year 2015 in the sum of $19,000 which item is now available as a 
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revenue from the Borough of Ridgefield, Health Officer Shared Services Program; 

and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the like sum of $19,000 is hereby 

appropriated under the caption “Health Officer Shared Services Program – S/W 
$9,500” and “Health Officer Shared Services Program – O/E $9,500”; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is a result of a shared 
services arrangement between the Borough of Fort Lee and Borough of Ridgefield 

in the amount of $19,000. 
 
 

CA-23 Authorize Renewal of Various Liquor Licenses – “2015-2016” 
Licensing Period 

 
      BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
that Plenary Retail Consumption Licenses, Plenary Retail Distribution Licenses, 

Hotel/Motel Licenses and Club Licenses for the “2015-2016” licensing period 
be renewed and issued to each of the applicants listed below for the distribution 
or sale of alcoholic beverages. 

 
STATE LICENSE#  LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 

0219-33-001-011  Angry Chick LLC   NY Wing Factory 
0219-33-002-003  West 99th Street Corp.  Aiello’s Hilltop Motel 
         and Lounge  

0219-33-004-008  442 Main Street LLC   
0219-33-005-003  Plaza Diner Liquor LLC  Plaza Diner 
0219-33-007-014  Poong Lim Victoria Corp  Poong Lim 

0219-33-008-011  James Kim  
0219-44-009-004  2450 Lemoine Avenue LLC Quench Wine & Spirits 

0219-33-010-008  Sunbichon Restaurant Inc Masil House 
0219-44-011-004  B.L.W. World Inc.   Wine King Liquors 
0219-33-012-003  Fort Lee BCD Inc   BCD Tofu House 

0219-33-013-014  YK II, Inc    Raku Izakaya 
0219-44-014-004  Bella Ashton Inc   Banner Liquor III 

0219-44-015-006  Sobia LLC     
0219-33-016-007  NTN Brothers Inc   Chillers Grill 
0219-33-019-008  Zenex Enterprises Inc  Hanabi Japanese  

         Cuisine 
0219-33-020-005  New Garden West Corp  Silver Pond Restaurant 
0219-44-023-005  Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea A&P Fresh 

    Co. 
0219-33-024-003  Stuni, Inc    Hiriam’s Road Stand 

0219-33-025-005  Araxthos Inc   Santorini Taverna 
0219-33-026-004  DCH Fort Lee Inc   Dong Chun Hong 
0219-44-029-011  Fairway Market, Inc  Fairway Market  

         Gift Baskets 
0219-33-030-005  Gam Na Moo Inc   PHO32&SHA BU 

0219-44-031-009  Linwood Wines & Liquors Inc  
0219-33-033-010  Nampo LLC     
0219-33-034-004  Slumber Inc   Holiday Inn – GWB 

0219-33-037-003  177 North Marginal Rd Inc Siggy’s Bar & Grill 
0219-44-038-004  K&S Drug & Surgical Inc Junction Drugs 
0219-44-039-006  YS Beverage LLC    

0219-33-040-011  Kerrspo LLC   G.W. Grill 
0219-33-041-013  Oak Tong Corp 

0219-33-043-007  Memries, Inc   In Napoli 
0219-33-046-011  Namoo LLC     
0219-33-047-008  Asia Explorers LLC  Moon Jar 
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0219-33-049-003  Gam Me Ok, Inc    

0219-33-050-005  Queens Recipe Inc  
0219-44-051-006  BK Fort Lee Inc.     Good Nature Fort Lee  

Market HMart 

0219-33-052-008  Brown Wine Bar LLC 
0219-31-054-002  Fort Lee Athletic Club Inc 
0219-31-057-001  Hook & Ladder Co. #3 

0219-44-060-014  The Hudson Wine Market Inc 
0219-36-062-004  Fort Lee Hotel Management   Doubletree Fort Lee 

    Inc  
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk be and hereby is  

authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the corporate seal of the 
Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 
 CA-24 Authorizing Planning Board to Review and Suggest Revisions Zoning 
Ordinance; Article XII, Sections 410-49 thru 410-52 

 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PLANNING BOARD TO  REVIEW 

AND SUGGEST REVISIONS TO UPDATE THE BOROUGH’S ZONING 
ORDINANCE ARTICLE XII, SECTIONS 410-49 THRU 410-52 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to review, suggest revisions to 

update and revise  the Borough’s Zoning Ordinance, specifically Article XII, 

Signage & Facades, Sections 410-49 thru 410-52; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Business District Alliance of Fort Lee has expressed its 

concerns to the Borough regarding what appears to be the haphazard 
application of signage on commercial structures within the Main Street Business 

District and throughout the Borough; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that there is a need to review, 

update and revise said Ordinance; and  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee 
hereby authorizes the Borough of Fort Lee Planning Board to review and suggest 
revisions to Article XII of the Borough’s Ordinance Code.  

 
1. Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street - Questioned CA-8, CA-18 and CA-21 
  

Mayor Sokolich responded. 
 

2. Douglas Sugarman, 2100 Linwood Avenue – Questioned CA-24 
 
 Mayor Sokolich responded. 

 
3. Jason Manus, 3 Horizon Road – Questioned CA-16 and CA-17 

 
 Mayor Sokolich and Councilwoman Kasofsky responded. 

  

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on motion 
by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Pohan.  The consent 
agenda was approved on the following roll call: 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

  
 

 

 



Regular Meeting                                     July 16, 2015 
                                                              Page #23 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Pohan – Reported that “Movies and Music Under the Stars” 
continues throughout the month of July and August every Saturday night at 
7:30 P.M. at the Community Center.  

 
Councilman Sohmer – Notified the Fort Lee tax payers that the Tax Office has 
relocated to their new offices located on the 2nd Floor, Borough Hall.  

 
  He reported the Fire Department had 950 calls this year.  He 

announced if there was anyone interested in becoming a volunteer Firefighter to 
please contact 201-592-3500 extension 1013.   
 

 He offered his condolences to the Abascal Family on the passing of their 
father Tomas. 

 
 He congratulated Police Officer Vincent Buda on his retirement  
 

Councilman Suh – He congratulated Police Officer Joseph E. Zevits.  
  
 He thanked Police Officer Vincent Buda for his commitment to the 

Borough of Fort Lee. 
 

Councilman Sargenti - Absent 
 
 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – Reported that shredding day will take place on 
September 19th at the Recreation Center during the hours of 9:00 A.M – 11:00 
A.M. 

 
Councilman Cervieri – Reported that he and Council President Sohmer recently 

attended the 11th graduating class of the Junior Police Academy.  He continued 
and stated that is was a fabulous ceremony and expressed how proud he was of 
the graduating class.   

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion. 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
Speaker     Subject            Response 
Gary Schwartz     *Asked if the Borough receives  Mayor Sokolich 

2175 Hudson Terrace money from the Port Authority  
   *Affordable Housing   Mayor Sokolich 

  
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman 
Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and there being no further 

discussion, the public portion of the meeting was closed. 
 

At this point in the meeting Borough Clerk Rosario read the following Closed 
Session Resolution into the record: 
 

Closed Session Resolution  

 
Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, the 
following Resolution: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

that: 
 

This body shall hereafter discuss in closed session, pursuant to Section 
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7B of the Open Public Meetings Act, certain items which may generally be 
described as follows: 

 

1.  Contracts: 
 

a. Daibes Redevelopment 

 
 The minutes of the discussion in closed session may be disclosed to the 

public when the Mayor and Council has determined that the need for 
confidentiality has been satisfied. 
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

Entered closed session @ 8:25 P.M.  
 
Re-entered Open Session and 8:36 P.M.   

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

and there being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 
objections at 8:38 P.M.  
 

 
 ________________________                        

         Evelyn Rosario, RMC 
         Municipal Clerk 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, August 20, 2015 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
Suh, Kasofsky,  

 
 ABSENT: Council Members Sargenti and Cervieri 
 

 ALSO PRESENT: Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 
    Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 

    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in 

the following manner: 
 

 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 
regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 
forth therein. 

 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 
Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 

THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk.    

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUCEMENTS 

 

“Thank you. Welcome everyone. Thank you for attending on this hot and humid 
night as we enter the final quarter of summer 2015, I don’t know where it went 

but once again the summers seem to go very quickly around here. Just a quick 
update about what’s going on in Fort Lee, I continue to find myself thanking the 
residents and business owners here in the borough for their continued patience 

but we are very, very close to completing what we believe to be a very critical 
phase to our overall renaissance. Our redevelopment is well under way with 
scheduled openings at the end of 2015 early 2016. The construction of the park, 

which is coming back to Fort Lee at the corner of Lemoine and Main, is about to 
start construction which we're very excited about. Once this entire 

redevelopment is done and if we have it our way we will have introduced three 
(3) new public parks to the Borough of Fort Lee, which is very exciting, number 
1. Number 2, Main Street now is let’s say eighty percent 80% completely 

rehabilitated. We were, I was with, I know Councilman Sohmer and a few of the 
Councilmembers were out there last Thursday and Friday at 2, 3, 4, 5 in the 

morning watching the milling process watching the paving process.  Main Street 
is now, has now been paved, it’s going to paved effectively from border to border 
- from Leonia to Edgewater, but we’re going to phase it. However the most 

critical portion, the business district between Lemoine and Center is now 
completed, the oil needs to dry and raised in the asphalt before the parking 
spaces can be lined. The street lights are going to be installed, new street lights 

by PSE&G I believe on August 24th which we’re very excited about and our 
Business Improvement District has already implemented the cleaning crew, so 

that every day or every other day there is a cleaning crew devoted exclusively to 
Main Street for purposes of dealing with gum and garbage and with----because 
we’re trying to keep a clean and new Main Street.  
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 It’s always been our position that the face and personality of any Borough its  

downtown district and up until last week that face quite frankly needed a shave 
for lack of a better term.  But we’re well on our way - new Main Street, new 
redevelopment and many other initiatives. We’re in the design stage of a parking 

facility in our current municipal parking lot and we are presently in negotiations 
with the United States Postal Service in the hopes that they will relocate into 
that parking deck, and that will then be the fourth 4th public park that we will 

introduce to the Borough right there in the heart of Main Street. It’s very, very 
exciting; there’s many initiatives that are going on, we’re trying to pay attention 

to everything but while this process ensues we do need the continued patience 
of our citizenry and our business owners we’ve gotten it thus far, but now that 
the paving is predominately done we believe you too will now find relief and we 

are very grateful for that.   
 

 "I just wanted to take--- a quick announcement. I am one of the many 
Mayor’s that has joined an initiative called Mayors United against Anti-
Semitism; its sponsored by a group AJC which is a Global Jewish Advocacy 

group. The Rabbi, one of the Rabbi’s in town, asked that I consider joining and 
I’m happy to report that I did. Part of the pledge that I have signed on to, that we 
collectively as government condemn anti-Jewish hatred in every form. We reject 

the notion that  anti-Semitic acts, sometimes carried out in the name of a 
political cause may ever be justified or excused by one’s opinions about the 

actions or existence of this state. We declare prejudices against Jews and others 
differences in religious faith are inconsistent with our core values; and I’m a 
proud member of that organization because we stand strong against anti-

Semitic acts here in the Borough of Fort Lee and I’m grateful to the Rabbi for 
bringing this organization and this movement to our attention; so we have joined 
that.   

 
 "One other thing that I did want to bring to everyone’s attention, back 

about three years I guess at this point, Fort Lee constructed in my view, 
probably one of the most respectful and well done 9-11 memorials for a 
municipality in the state or in the County of Bergen and perhaps in northern 

NJ. It's located at Fort Lee Constitution Park. We constructed it ---a lot of 
volunteer services a lot of effort went into it, we constructed it in advance of the 

10th anniversary of the 9-11 terror attacks, and in fact we had a wonderful 
celebration there, a respectful celebration. We have families of victims there we 
have all of our emergency services joining in that ceremony and every 9-11 we 

get together there and we spent time family and friends together and we do 
whatever it is that we need to do to get us through that evening and remember 
and remind each other of the event that took place 14 years ago at this point. 

This year we were going to kick it up a notch and have some refreshments have 
some speakers and hopefully we can get many of our towns people there; so on 

September 11th which is Friday at 7 o’clock pm rain or shine at Fort Lee 
Constitution Park we’re inviting the entire town to please come to Constitution 
Park where our 911 memorial is located. I guess that would the North West 

corner of the Park right off of Linwood, correct am I saying that correctly Harv? 
Fletcher, off of Fletcher, it would be wonderful if you would attend just take 

Fletcher, park in those spaces and you’re all welcome. So the more the merrier, 
again that’s 911 Memorial Friday, September 11, 2015.” 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 

Ord. #2015-19  -- “An Ordinance of the Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, New 
Jersey Amending Ordinance # 2006-40 Vacating a Certain Portion of a Street 

Known as Bigler Street within the Borough of Fort Lee.” 
(Public Hearing September 10, 2015) 

 
On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2015-19 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
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FORT LEE, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AMENDING ORDINANCE # 2006-

40 VACATING A CERTAIN PORTION OF A STREET KNOWN AS BIGLER STREET 
WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 

 
The Ordinance was approvedon the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 10, 2015. 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky 

 
ORDINANCE CONSIDERATION FOR ADOPTION 

 

Ord. #2015-15 -- “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 289 Parking, Article IV Parking 
Meters, Municipal Parking Lots and Permit Parking, Section 15 Parking Meter Zones 

Established: Violations and Penalties, of the Revised General Ordinances of the 
Borough of Fort Lee.”  

 Public Hearing Duly Held on July 16, 2015 

 
Motion to table consideration of Ordinance # 2015-19 by Councilman 

Sohmer, motion seconded by Councilman Suh. 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky 

 
Ordinance # 2015-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 

289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS 

AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES ESTABLISHED; 
VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE” was tabled. 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

 
Ord. #2015-16 -- “An Ordinance of the Municipal Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee Adopting the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 8 Pursuant to 

N.J.S.A 40A:12A-1ET SEQ.”  
  
          On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 

and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-16 entitled, 
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE ADOPTING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 8 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1ET SEQ.” 
 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 
motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky 
 

 
Ord. #2015-17 -- “An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 388, 

Sections 14 and 69 of the Code of the Borough of Fort Lee, Entitled “Handicapped 
Parking Spaces.” 

  
          On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-17entitled, 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS            
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14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED 

"HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES"  
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky 
 
Ord. #2015-18“An Ordinance Amending Chapter 289 Parking, Article IV 

Parking Meters, Municipal Parking Lots and Permit Parking, Section 15 Parking 
Meter Zones Established; Violations and Penalties, of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee.”  
  
  On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer and 

carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-18 entitled, “AN 
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING 
METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 15 

PARKING METER ZONES ESTABLISHED; VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES, OF 
THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGHOF FORT LEE” 

 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was 
opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-30. 

 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 

having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 

ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 
Current          $20,146,468.04 

Capital                                                     422,507.47 
Road Improvement Plan                                      n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                           n/a 

Construction Fees                                          n/a 
COAH Fees                                                    n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                         4,304.15 

Trip Admissions                                                     26,267.91 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                               60,654.89 

Special Dog Account                                            385.00 
Centennial Fund                                            n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                                  n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                                n/a 
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Police Activity Trust                                        n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                                1,781.00 
Community Development                                       n/a 
Redemption Account                                           125,521.61 

School Resource Account                                     n/a 
Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                       n/a 
POAA                                                         n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                           n/a 
Police Treasury                                        15,581.36 

Police Justice                                               n/a 
Flexible Spending                                           n/a 
Unemployment Compensation                            n/a   

 
Total:                                            $20,803,471.43 

 
CA-2 Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Clifford Hittner – Fire  
Company # 2 and Full Membership Firefighter Applications for Peter 

Candela Fire Company #1 and Joseph G. Barnadav - Fire Company #2 
 
The auxiliary firefighter application for Clifford Hittner for Fire Company # 2 and 

full membership firefighter applications for Peter Candela Fire Company # 1 and 
Josesph G. Barnadav Fire Company #2 were approved.  

 
 
CA-3 Authorize Merit Increases – June Keelen; Municipal Court 

Administrator, $3,067.00; Allison Saperstein; Clerk Typist, 7% and Andrea 
Hersh; Principal  Clerk Typist, 7% 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have authorized merit increases to the 

following employees:   
 

1)June Keelen, Municipal Court Administrator   
   Merit Increase of $3067.00   

 

2) Allison Saperstein, Clerk Typist  
   Merit Increase of 7%  

 
  3) Andrea Hersh, Principal Clerk Typist  
   Merit Increase of 7%  

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the above increases shall be effective retroactively 

to July 1, 2015.   

 
 

CA-4  Authorize Employee Title Change – John Mattessich, Senior Pump 
Station Attendant, Department of Public Works – Annual Salary $81,930.00 
 

WHEREAS, John Mattessich of our Department of Public Works, Sewer 
Division, has assumed additional responsibility in the department; and,  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, have authorized a title change and that he be appointed to 

the title of Senior Pump Station Attendant with an effective date retroactive to 
July 1, 2015; and  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be provisional 
pending certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 

at an annual salary of $81,930.00, Grade 15, Step E in compliance with the 
Blue Collar Salary Ordinance.  
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CA-5 Authorize Annual Stipend – Crissa Skarimbas; Supervisor Senior 
Citizen Activities, $3,750.00  
 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have authorized Crissa Skarimbas, 
Supervisor of Senior Citizen Activities, to assume the responsibility of taking 

photographs for our Fort Lee Today quarterly newsletter and of which she 
already has assumed during the year; and,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council have authorized an annual 
stipend of $3750.00 to Crissa for the handling of same; and,  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this shall be effective retroactively to 
July 1, 2015.     

 
 
CA-6 Authorizing the Hiring of a Part-Time Summer Seasonal Employee for 

the Community Center Department – Donald Picinich, $10.00 Hourly 
 

 WHEREAS, a part-time seasonal position exist with the Community Center Department 

and the Mayor and Council have determined that this position must be filled,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the following individual be hired as part-time seasonal, at the 
hourly rate of compensation listed below: 

Effective August 1, 2015 
 

 
Name    Department    HourlyRate 
 

Donald Picinich  Community Center (Supervisor)  $10.00 
 

 
CA-7  Authorize the Hiring of a Part-Time Employee, Neil W. Grant 
Keyboarding Clerk 1, $20.00 Hourly, Effective August 24, 2015  

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

that Neil W. Grant be hired as a part-time Keyboarding Clerk 1 (f/k/a Clerk 

Typist); and,  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that his compensation will be at $20.00 
hour, not to exceed $15,000.00 annually, with an effective date of August 24, 
2015.    
 

CA-8  Authorize Interdepartmental Transfers, Christine Trentacosti from 
Tax Collector’s Office to Office of Economic Development and Eun Kyung 
Chung from the Municipal Court to the Tax Collector’s Office 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

have authorized certain interdepartmental transfers; and,   
 

            NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that approval of the following interdepartmental transfers 
be granted: 

 
Christen Trentacosti from Tax Collector’s Office to the Office of Economic 
Development & 

Eun Kyung Chung from the Municipal Court to the Tax Collector’s Office 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the transferred employees shall remain in the same Civil Service 

title; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the transferred employees shall continue at the same rate of pay 
as before the transfer. 

 
CA-9  Endorsing Community Development Block Grant Program 
Application – Reconstruction of John Street 
 

ENDORSEMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 

APPLICATION FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF JOHN STREET 

 

 WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block (CDBG) 
Grant of $100,000.00 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort Lee for the 
reconstruction of John Street in the Borough of Fort Lee, and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, CDBG funds 

may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing 
Body, and  
 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the aforesaid project is in the best 
interest of the people of the Borough of Fort Lee, and 

 
 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the 
municipality  

and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid CDBG funds. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project, and 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent 
to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that 
implementation of the  

aforesaid project may be expedited. 
 

CA-10 Authorize Award of Contract for Grant Funding Consulting Services 
Millennium Strategies, LLC, 60 Roseland Avenue, Caldwell, New Jersey  
07006, Not to Exceed $18,000.00 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO MILLENNIUM STRATEGIES, LLC FOR 

GRANT FUNDING CONSULTING SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
retain the services of a company to investigate the availability of, and obtain, 
governmental and non-governmental funding opportunities for Borough 

projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local Public 

Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq., and received a quotation for the 
provision of grant funding consulting services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough wish to award a 

contract for the provision of grant funding consulting services; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically N.J.S.A.  

 
40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor, 
the purchase of any goods or services whose value does not exceed the bidding 

threshold of $40,000; and 
 

WHEREAS, Millennium Strategies, LLC (“Millennium”) has submitted a 

proposal, dated July 12, 2015, outlining the grant funding consulting services to 
be provided to the Borough for projects in order to maximize the Borough’s 

resources for the benefit of the Borough’s residents and business community; 
and 

 

 WHEREAS, the grant funding consulting services are to be performed by 
Millennium at a cost that exceeds the threshold of $17,500 under the New 

Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 etseq., and, therefore,  
the contract is subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Millennium for the provision of 
grant writing services is pursuant to a “non-fair and open” process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, 
Millennium is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) days prior to the 
award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business 
Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any reportable 
contributions to a political or candidate committee in the prior year, and that 

the contract will prohibit it from making any reportable contributions through 
the term of the contract; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, Stockholder 
Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity Disclosure Certificate have been 

submitted by Millennium and shall be placed and maintained on file at the office 
of the Borough Clerk; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has determined 

that sufficient funds are available to award a contract for the provision of grant 

funding consulting services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of grant funding 

consulting services is in the best interests of the Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this contract is 
necessary for its efficient operations;  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Millennium Strategies, LLC, 60 Roseland Avenue, Caldwell, New 
Jersey, shall be and is hereby appointed to provide grant funding consulting 

services in accordance its proposal, dated July 12, 2015, attached hereto and 
made a part hereof, expressly subject to and contingent upon the execution of an 
agreement in form and substance satisfactory to the Borough. 

 
 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding, in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
6.1, because the value of the services does not exceed the bidding threshold and 
the Borough has obtained competitive quotations for the services. 
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 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a 

contract between the Borough and Millennium, providing for total compensation 
for the provision of grant funding and consulting services through December 31, 
2015 in accordance with its proposal to the Borough in the amount of $18,000.00, 

and further memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions 
as may be necessary. 

 
4. That the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer certifies that funds are 

available for the contract. 

 
5. That the original proposal and contract are available for public 

inspection in the Borough Clerk’s office. 
 

6. That the Borough Clerk shall advertise the award of the contract in 

a newspaper as required by law. 
 
 

CA-11 Authorize Award of Contract for Professional Engineering Services –   
 Installation Emergency Generator Senior Center – Boswell McCalve 

Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue, P.O. Box 3152, South Hackensack, NJ  
07606, Not to Exceed $14,000.00 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 

retain the services of a licensed engineer to perform design, bid, and 
construction phase services related to the procurement and installation of an 
emergency generator at the Fort Lee Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens Center; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the performance of design, bid, and construction phase 

services is necessary to determine the requirements for the emergency 
generator, procure the generator and its installation through public bidding, and 
inspect the installation work to ensure its compliance with the design plans; and 

 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 

profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 
services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 

a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Boswell McClave 

Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such professional engineer services in 
accordance with its proposal, dated August 11, 2015, attached hereto; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional engineering services related to the 

procurement and installation of an emergency generator at the Fort Lee Richard 
A. Nest Senior Citizens Center; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of  
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awarding a contract for professional engineering services to Boswell in 

accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq.; and  
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq. requires that the resolution awarding 
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and the 
agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services for this phase of the 

project will be performed by Boswell at a cost not-to-exceed $14,000, and the 
contract for such professional engineering services is awarded pursuant to a 
“fair and open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 etseq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has determined that 
funds are available for this purpose; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of professional  
engineering services to perform design, bid, and construction phase services 
related to the procurement and installation of an emergency generator at the 

Fort Lee Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens Center is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide professional 

engineering services related to the performance of design, bid, and construction 
phase services related to the procurement and installation of an emergency 

generator at the Fort Lee Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens Center in accordance 
with its proposal, dated August 11, 2015, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, for a cost not-to-exceed $14,000, and the terms and provisions of the 

agreement by and between Boswell and the Borough, dated as of January 1, 2015, 
for services as the Borough Engineer. 

 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work pursuant to this 
resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice to the Borough Clerk as to 

whether the services will be completed within the budget established for the 
services.  If the services are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit 
a detailed cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it will be required 

to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published as may be 

required by law, and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq. 

 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 
available for this purpose. 

 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

 
CA-12 Authorization to Enter Into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement –  

Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System (ID#47-CPCPS) 
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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TO ENTER INTO A  

COOPERATIVE PRICING AGREEMENT  
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5) authorizes contracting units to 
establish a Cooperative Pricing System and to enter into Cooperative Pricing 
Agreements for its administration; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System (ID # 47-
CPCPS), hereinafter referred to as the "Lead Agency” has offered voluntary 

participation in a Cooperative Pricing System for the purchase of goods and 
services;  

   
 WHEREAS, on August 20, 2015 the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey duly considered participation in a 

Cooperative Pricing System for the provision and performance of goods and 
services; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

TITLE 
This RESOLUTION shall be known and may be cited as the Cooperative Pricing 

Resolution of the Borough of Fort Lee 
 

AUTHORITY 

 
 Pursuant to the provisions of N. J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5), the (CHIEF 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER) (**Must have signature of CEO on resolution**) is hereby 
authorized to enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement with the Lead Agency. 

 

CONTRACTING UNIT 
 

  The Lead Agency shall be responsible for complying with the provisions of 

the,. Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other 
provisions of the revised statutes of the State of NewJersey. 

 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

This resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage. 
 

CERTIFICATION 

__________________________ 
Joseph Rutch 

Chief Financial Officer 
Borough of Fort Lee 

 

 
CA-13 Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications and  

Advertise for Bids for the Installation of Emergency Generators at the 
Senior Center 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and directed to obtain 
specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

 Installation of Emergency Generators at the Senior Center 

 
CA-14 Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications and  

 Advertise for Bids for Wilson Avenue Road Improvements 
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 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee,  

 
that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and directed to obtain 
specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

 Wilson Avenue Road Improvements 

 
CA-15 Authorize Execution Parking Agreement Between the Borough of 
Fort Lee and 2215 Route 4 Associates, LLC – 2215 Route 4 East 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A PARKING 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND 2215 ROUTE 4 
ASSOCIATES, LLC FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2215 ROUTE 4 EAST 

 

WHEREAS, 2215 Route 4 East Associates is the owner of property known 
as Block 5502, Lot 6, also known as 2215 Route 4 East (the “Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (the “Borough”) maintains a ten (10) 

foot wide sanitary sewer easement (the “Easement”) which runs along the 

northerly boundary line of the Property under an Easement dated December 31, 
1956 and recorded in Deed Book 3834, Pate 251; and 
 

WHEREAS, Starbucks Restaurant, the occupant and tenant of the 
Property secured approval from the Fort Lee Zoning Board of Adjustment (the 

“ZBA”) to expand its parking spaces located on the northwest corner of the 
Property in the Easement area; and  

 

WHEREAS, the property owner is desirous of utilizing a small portion of 
the Easement area for the purpose of parking and maintenance of the existing 
trash area; and  

 
WHEREAS, Starbucks Restaurant received approval from the ZBA on 

June 9, 2015 to permit three (3) additional parking spaces on the Property; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough and property owner hereby agree to the use of a 

portion of the Easement area for additional parking and the parties have agreed 
to the terms of a Parking Agreement.  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby approve and 

authorize to the execution of the Parking Agreement with 2215 Route 4 
Associates, LLC, a copy of which is attached hereto and made part of this 
Resolution.   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to execute the Parking Agreement and any related documents 
subject to final review as to form by the Borough Attorney.  
 

CA-16 Approving and Authorizing the Execution of a Developer’s  
Agreement  Between the Borough of Fort Lee and Palisades Center Mall, 

1627-1633 Palisades Avenue 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE  DEVELOPER’S 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND PALISADES 
CENTER MALL FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1627-1633 PALISADES AVENUE 

 
WHEREAS, on December 15, 2014, the Fort Lee Zoning Planning Board 

(“Board”) granted an extension to the prior August 2009 approvals to Palisades  
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Center mall (the “Developer”) for development of a two-story retail building on 

property known as Block 4252, Lots 7 & 8, also known as 1627-1633 Palisades 
Avenue(the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, on February 23, 2015, the ZBA adopted a  resolution 
memorializing the approval, which was subject to the Developer entering into a 
Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been reviewed by the Borough 

Attorney and is attached hereto. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby approved and 
authorize to the execution of the Developer’s Agreement with Palisades Center 
Mall for the Property.   

 
CA-17 Authorizing the Mayor to Sign First Amendment to Developer’s 

Agreement Between the Borough of Fort Lee and Fort Lee, EP, LLC – One 
Executive Drive 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO THE DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee entered into a Developer’s Agreement 

with Fort Lee EP, LLC on August 20, 2015 ;  and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that there is a need to amend the 

Developer’s Agreement; and  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee 

hereby authorizes the Mayor to: 
 
1.  Sign, in a form 7 content to the satisfaction of the Borough Attorney, the 

“First Amendment to the Developer’s Agreement” between the Borough  and  
“Fort Lee EP, LLC”; and  

 
2.  To accept the Deed restricted COAH apartments on-site, listed therein and 
made a part thereof.  

 
CA-18 Approving Change Order No. 1 – “Architectural Services – Barrymore 
Film Center & Museum” H3 Hardy Collaboration Architecture, LLC., 902   

Broadway, New York, New York – Structural Design & Analysis Curved 
Lobby Stairs, $40,000.00 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER (#1) TO THE CONTRACT FOR 

THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING/ARCHITECTURAL 
SERVICES FOR THE PROPOSED BARRYMORE FILM CENTER AND MUSEUM 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to H3 Hardy Collaboration 

Architecture, LLC (“H3”) to perform a study and concept design services for the 
Borough’s planned Barrymore Film Center and Museum as part of the Eastern 
Parcel for Redevelopment Area 5; and 

 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the completion of the study and concept 

design services, H3 submitted a proposal on February 18, 2015 providing 
for schematic and design development, preparation of bid specifications 
and drawings, and  
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construction administration services for the planned Barrymore Film Center and  

 
Museum; and 
 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough awarded a contract to H3 for the performance of 
engineering/architectural services on a phase-by-phase basis, including as 

Phase 1 the provision of drawings and specifications to the redeveloper that are 
specific enough for the redeveloper to fix and install utility lines related to the 

delivery of power, data/telephone, water, fire protection water, gas and waste 
water for the Barrymore Film Center and Museum; and 
 

 WHEREAS, there is a need for H3 to retain the services of a structural 
engineer to perform a structural design and analysis of the curved lobby stairs 

at the Barrymore Film Center and Museum; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DeSimone Consulting Engineers (“DeSimone”) submitted a 

proposal, dated June 25, 2015, to provide structural design and analysis 
services of the curved lobby stairs designed by H3; and   
 

 WHEREAS, DeSimone’s proposal detailed the additional services required 
to be performed and costs in the amount of $40,000.00 in order to provide 

structural design and analysis services of the curved lobby stairs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, approval of a change order for the structural design and 

analysis services of the curved lobby stairs will not result in the value of the 
contract with H3 to exceed the 20% limitation on change orders, requiring  
 

compliance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.9; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that sufficient funds are 
available to authorize a change order to the contract with H3 for schematic and 
design development, preparation of bid specifications and drawings, and 

construction administration services for the planned Barrymore Film Center and 
Museum; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization of a 
change order to the contract with H3 to provide structural design and analysis 

services of the curved lobby stairs designed by H3 in the amount of $40,000.00 
is necessary for its efficient operations;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 
 1. That a change order in the amount of $40,000.00 is hereby 
authorized to the contract for provision of structural design and analysis 

services of the curved lobby stairs designed by H3 in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 
 2. That the Chief Financial Officer certifies that funds are available for 
the change order for the provision of structural design and analysis services of 

the curved lobby stairs 
 
 3. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an amendment to 

the contract with H3 in the amount of $40,000.00 for a total contract amount 
not to exceed $264,000.00. 

 
 4. That a copy of this resolution and proposal from DeSimone shall be 
maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and made available for public 

inspection.   
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 5. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 
CA-19 Approving Change Order No. 2 – “Installation of Two Generators” 

Fort Lee Police Department” – Envirocon, Inc., Hackettstown, NJ – Provide 
Recessed Boxes, $948.73 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee that 
the following Change Order be approved: 

 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:    Provision and Installation of Two  

Generators – Fort Lee Police Department 

 
ENGINEER:                     Boswell McClave Engineering 

      330 Phillips Avenue 
      South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 
       

CONTRACTOR:                  Envirocon, Inc. 
      490 Schooley’s Mountain Road 
      Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 

 
CHANGE ORDER #’S:            Change Order No. 2 

 
COST OF CHANGE ORDERS        $       948.73 
 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: $ 211,332.00 
 
*Note: Change Order No. 1 was approved on July 16, 2015 Via Resolution No. CA-

17, $20,104.45. 
 

NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT:       $ 232,385.18 
 
NATURE OF CHANGES:          Provide Recessed Boxes  

 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT   04-2150-55-1407-002 

 
CA-20 Authorize Renewal of Liquor Licenses – “2015-2016” Licensing 
Period – Franco B. Inc. T/A Franco’s Pizzeria & Restaurant & Muso Café, 

Inc. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of the Fort 

Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that renewal of the following 
Retail Consumption Licenses be granted to the following licenses effective July 

1, 2015 through June 30, 2015. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, the state of New Jersey, Department of Treasury, 

Division of Taxation has provided Tax Clearance Certificates for each 
establishment listed below for this renewal period.   

 
License No. 019-32-027-007  

Franco B. Inc. T/A Franco’s Pizzeria & Restaurant 

 1475 Bergen Boulevard 
 

License No. 0219-33-048-017 

Muso Café, Inc. 
(Inactive) 

 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk be and hereby is  

authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the corporate seal of the  



Regular Meeting                                     August 20, 2015 
                                                              Page #16 

 
Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 
CA-21 Authorizing Renewal of Liquor License for Jabadou Inc., t/a Soho at 
2027 Lemoine Avenue for 2015-2016 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF 

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE 0219-33-006-012, 
JABADOU INC., t/a SOHO, 2027 LEMOINE AVENUE, FOR THE 

SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, FOR THE LICENSING YEAR 
JULY 1, 2015 – JUNE 30, 2016. 

 

WHEREAS, Jabadou, Inc. t/a Soho, (“Soho”) is the owner and was the 
holder of a plenary retail consumption liquor license for property known as Soho 

Night Club located at 2027 Lemoine Avenue; and  
 

WHEREAS, Soho has applied to the Governing Body of the Borough of 

Fort Lee (“Fort Lee”) for the reissuance of the liquor license for the subject 
property; and  

 

WHEREAS, Soho has taken appropriate measures to significantly improve 
their operations and to minimize the negative impacts that were previously 

prevalent; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney (“Attorney”) and the Fort Lee Police 

Department (“FLPD”) have reviewed the current operating  
conditions of Soho and have submitted proposed operating conditions for the  
 

premises which would have the effect of Significantly improving the use and 
operation of the Night Club, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-006-012, 

Jabadou Inc., t/a Soho, 2027 Lemoine Avenue, for the licensing year July 1, 
2054 – June 30, 2016 be renewed for the sale of alcoholic beverages with the 

following Special Conditions imposed on the license: 
 
1.  No person(s) under the age of 21 (including employees) are permitted on 

premises when alcohol is being distributed.  “Teen” nights or “Special Events” 
allowing persons under age 21 access to the establishment shall not be 
permitted. 

 
2.  Security personnel must be clearly identifiable and display their full name 

and photographic identification on their outer most garments. The word 
“SECURITY” in large 8” print must be prominently displayed on the back of the 
outermost garment of each security guard. Furthermore, each security guard 

must also have the word “SECURITY” in large 3” print prominently displayed on 
the front of the outermost garment of each security guard. 

 
3.  A minimum of (7) seven dedicated security personnel shall be employed and 
on duty during hours of operation and an additional (3) three per 100 patrons 

after the 1st 100. Security is to remain on duty until all patrons have safely left 
the premises. Personnel shall include both male and female security. Security 
shall keep and record an accurate and continuous real time count of all persons 

present in the facility and shall accurately and immediately report that number 
upon any inquiry of a Fort Lee Police Officer. Licensee must designate with prior 

written notice to the Fort Lee Police Department, each day of operation, one 
person responsible, on site, for occupancy load compliance and all safety and 
security issues.  
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4. Licensee must immediately contact and report to the Fort Lee Police 
Department, any and all action taken by security which involves the use of 
physical force to restrain and/or remove any patron, visitor, or employee. 

 
5.   Licensee shall not conduct promotional events on the premises including but 
not limited to: discount offerings based on dress, social status, race, gender, 

ethnicity, etc. There shall be no promotional or sponsored events in coordination 
with media outlets, private disc jockeys, sports or entertainment related events, 

without (7) seven days prior approval from the Fort Lee Police Department. For 
the purposes of these License conditions, all media spokespersons, including 
radio disc jockeys, acting for themselves or the Licensee AND directly or 

indirectly effectively promoting the Licensee or the Licensed Premises, shall be 
deemed to be agents and representatives of the Licensee and they shall be 

bound by the terms and conditions of this License, for its purposes.  Licensee 
and its agents and  representatives , shall obtain the prior written approval of all 
promotions for or on behalf of the  Licensed Premises and/or themselves in 

connection with the Licensed Premises, at least 7 days prior to the aforesaid 
scheduled promotion. 
 

6. The licensee’s parking lot and adjacent sidewalks shall be secured and 
patrolled by licensee’s security personnel to assist in the orderly entry and 

exiting of patrons. 
 
7. Licensee shall provide such security and safety control as requested by the 

Fort Lee Police Department (FLPD). In the event the licensee fails to provide such 
control; the Borough shall have the right to prohibit operation. 
 

8. Patrons and employees shall be immediately barred from the premises if they 
are wearing gang related clothing or gesturing in a fashion commonly associated 

with gang related activity. 
 
9. Management shall assign security personnel to all restrooms to monitor for 

any unsafe conditions.  The Licensee  must report any criminal activity 
immediately. 

 
10. Licensee shall provide exterior cleaning every Saturday and Sunday morning 
prior to 9:00 AM. 

 
11. Licensee shall provide monthly updates, in writing, to the Fort Lee Police 
Department, of employee turnover including photographs and contact 

information of all current and new employees. 
 

12. Licensee shall, prior to all operations commencing and at all times 
thereafter, improve and maintain the video camera system to include (fully 
operable) digital quality surveillance of the interior and the exterior area of the 

front, rear and sides of the building, including the patio/deck, to the satisfaction 
of the Fort Lee Police Department.  Real Time and Password computer access to 

all audio/visual systems shall be provided to the Fort Lee Police Department and 
90 day retention of video images, shall be provided, prior to commencing 
operations. 

 
13. Licensee shall provide such additional security controls as may be, from 
time to time, requested by the Fort Lee Police Department.  Licensee is required 

to make available to the Fort Lee Police Department, upon request, a list and 
contact information of and for personnel employed by Licensee for the premises. 

 
14.  Licensed premise deemed to include adjacent and accessory Premises 
including, but not limited to the parking lot(s), street, sidewalk and alike. 
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15.  No admittance into the establishment after 1:45 AM. Last call at 2:40 

AM.All patrons off premises by 3:00 AM. 
 
16.    Occupancy (inclusive of the patio/deck) shall be limited to 550 persons at 

any given time. With the exception of up to eight (8) articulated events agreed 
upon annually under separate amendment, on which occasions, occupancy of 
650 persons will be permitted.  

 
17.      •          Use and occupancy of the patio/deck facilities shall be strictly 

limited to not more than 70 seated patrons and food and beverage service. 
 
 •          Entertainment (e.g., audio, visual, strobe lights, speakers, live 

music, D.J. and dancing) is not permitted on the patio/deck. 
 

 •          Serving/service bars and cooking facilities are not permitted on the 
patio/deck.   
 

 •          The patio/deck shall be surrounded, on all aspects not 
immediately adjacent to a building wall, by a secure enclosure/railing not less 
than 48 inches from patio floor to top of enclosure, sufficient in strength to 

prevent occupants from falling over or being thrust through said 
enclosure/railing.  Neither the top nor sides of the enclosure shall be capable of 

being employed as a resting place for any other objects, including food and 
beverage vessels.  Said enclosure/railing must be preapproved by the Borough’s 
Police, Fire and Building Departments, prior to commencement or continuation 

of operation. 
 
18.  In the event of noise being emitted from the premises, including the 

patio/deck, becoming in the sole opinion of the Police Department, a nuisance,  
 

said shall be a violation of the terms and conditions of this license.  Failure to 
immediately abate such nuisance or repeated instances of nuisance noise 
conditions, shall be a violation of the terms and conditions of the license. 

 
19.  No valet parking is to be provided/offered.   

 
20.  Failure to comply with any portion of the above stated terms and conditions 
shall subject Licensee to liability for any reasonable cost of enforcement or 

abatement incurred as a result of such non-compliance, including but not 
limited to, cost of additional police or other emergency service personnel, and 
may subject Licensee to the revocation of its liquor license. 

 
CA-22 Authorize Renewal of Liquor License for IPIC-Gold Class Entertainment,  

LLC, Special Ruling N.J.S.A. 33:1 – 12.39 Granted  

 

Authorize Renewal Liquor License No. 0219-33-036-011 “IPIC-Gold Class 
Entertainment, LLC” (Inactive License) Special Ruling N.J.S.A. 33:1 – 12.39 

Granted 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the  Borough of Fort Lee, 

in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that renewal of Plenary Retail 
Consumption License be granted to IPIC- Gold Class Entertainment LLC,  
license number 0219-33-036-011 effective July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the State of New Jersey, Department of Treasury, 

Division of Taxation has provide Tax Clearance Certificate for said license. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Director of the Division Alcoholic 

Beverage Control has reviewed the Special Ruling (N.J.S.A. 33:1-12.39) petition 
submitted by IPIC- Gold Class Entertainment LLC and has considered all the  
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facts and circumstances related to the inactive status of this license and 

has determined  that the licensee has established good cause in accordance with 
the statutory requirements to warrant an application for renewal of license 
number 0219-33-036-011 for the 2015-2016 license term. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee that 

the license be and is hereby renewed for the licensing period of July 1, 2015 

through June 30, 2016. 
 
CA-23 Authorize the Sale of Surplus Property no Longer Needed for Public Use 
on an Online Auction Website –Propertyroom.com  
 

NOTICE BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, OF THE SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED 
FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE AND PUBLICATION OF A 

NOTICE OF THE ONLINE AUCTION  

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program and Study 

Act has been enacted by the New Jersey Legislature to permit local units to 
purchase bulk commodities and services and sell surplus property through 
means of the internet and related technologies; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has surplus equipment 

that is no longer used and useful in providing municipal services to the citizens 
of the Borough and wishes to dispose of these goods through an efficient and 
effective process; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the Borough 

awarded a contract to Propertyroom.com to auction on its website any surplus 
and unclaimed property (“Property”) in the various departments in the Borough; 
and     

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the equipment listed on 
Schedule A  

 
constitutes Property no longer needed for public use; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to sell through an online auction the 
Property listed in Schedule A, attached to this resolution; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the sale of surplus and unclaimed property through an online 
auction is to be conducted in accordance with the requirements of Local Finance 

Notice 2008-9; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the auction of surplus and unclaimed property pursuant with 
the terms and conditions of the Borough’s contract with Propertyroom.com is 
necessary for the efficient operations of the Borough and the sale of Property no 

longer used and useful by the Borough for the provision of municipal services is 
in the best interests of its citizens; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the original bid proposal of Propertyroom.com and the 
contract by and between the Borough and Propertyroom.com, setting forth the 

terms and conditions for the auction services to be provided are available in the 
Borough Clerk’s Office and the website of Propertyroom.com;   
 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee as follows: 

 
 1. That the Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to post an 
offer to sell certain property listed in Schedule A through an auction website as  
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follows: 

 
Online auction site: www.propertyroom.com 

 Anticipated Starting 

 Date: September 15, 2015; 9:00 a.m. EDT 
 Length of Auction: minimum of three (3) days 
 Auction Fees:  revenue sharing 

 Method of Payment: major credit card 
 Shipping:  common carrier 

 Possession:  propertyroom.com with exception of in-place auction 
items 
 Other terms:  Bidders must pre-register with propertyroom.com 

 Minimum Bid:  $1.00 
 Property Auctioned: Various equipment 

 
 2. That the Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to publish a 
copy of this Resolution as notice of the on-line auction, including the information 

shown in Paragraph #1 above and the specific date for the start of the auction. 
 
 3. That the Municipal Attorney is hereby authorized to forward to the 

Department of Community Affairs a copy of the contract with Propertyroom.com 
and the notice of the on-line auction, as well as any other documentation as may 

be required to evidence the Borough’s participation in the sale of surplus 
equipment pursuant to the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program and 
Study Act. 

 
 4. That the proposal of and contract with Propertyroom.com, and a 
copy of the Resolution authorizing the sale of surplus property and the actual 

notice of the on-line auction, be made available for review by the public in the 
Borough Clerk’s Office. 

 
      BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
      Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk    

 
 
CA-24 Authorize Tax Appeal Settlement “Osso v Borough of Fort Lee” – 1630  
Lemoine Avenue, Block 4254, Lot 3 

 
 WHEREAS, Giuseppe Osso is the owner and/or taxpayer of property 
located at 1630 Lemoine Avenue, also known as Block 4254, Lot 3; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeal for the years 2011 through 
2015 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Osso vs Fort Lee, 

which is presently  
 

pending in the Tax Court; and 
  

WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney, the 

Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough; 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby authorized 

and directed to execute any and all documents necessary in order to finalize the 
settlement of litigation entitled Osso vs Fort Lee, so that for tax year 2011, the 
complaint will be withdrawn, and the assessment $1,444,500 will remain intact; 

for tax years 2012 and 2013, the assessment of $1,444,500 will be reduced to 
$1,350,000; for tax year 2014, the assessment of $1,444,500 will be reduced to 

$1,300,000; and for tax year 2015, the assessment of $1,444,500 will be 
reduced to $1,250,000; resulting in a total five year refund of $11,270; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is predicated 

upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by the taxpayer. 
 
 

CA-25  Authorize Insertion of Budget Item – Battlefield Protection 
Grant – $13,000.00  
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of 
Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of 

revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when such item shall have been made 
available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of 
adoption of the Budget; and 

 
WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of 

appropriation for an equal amount; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $13,000.00 from the United 

States Department of the Interior and wishes to amend its 2015 Budget to 
include a portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough Of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby requests the Director of 

Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
Budget year of 2015, in the sum 
of............................................................................................$13,000.00 

which is now available as a revenue item from: 
Miscellaneous Revenues 

Special Items Of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent 

of the Director of Local Government Services: 
Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

Cultural & Heritage Affairs – Battlefield Protection Grant 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum 

of........................................$13,000.00 
be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 

General Appropriations: 
(a) Operations excluded from CAPS 

Programs Offset by Revenues: 

Cultural & Heritage Affairs – Battlefield Protection Grant 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby 

directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution electronically to the Director 
of Local Government Services. 
 
CA-26 Authorize Insertion of Budget Item – Wilson Avenue Road Repairs 

$149,000.00 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of 

Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of 
revenue in the Budget of  

 
any Municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 
amount thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; and 

 
WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of 

appropriation for an equal amount; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $149,000.00 from the New 

Jersey Department of Transportation and wishes to amend its 2015 Budget to 
include a portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough Of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby requests the Director of 
Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
Budget year of 2015, in the sum 

of............................................................................................$149,000.00 
which is now available as a revenue item from: 

Miscellaneous Revenues 

Special Items Of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent 
of the Director of Local Government Services: 

Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 
Road Repairs – Other Expenses 
         Wilson Avenue 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum 

of........................................$149,000.00 

be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 
General Appropriations: 

(a) Operations excluded from CAPS 
Programs Offset by Revenues: 

Road Repairs – Other Expenses 

         Wilson Avenue 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby 
directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution electronically to the Director 
of Local Government Services. 
 
CA-27 Authorize Insertion of Budget Item – Parks & Playgrounds (Coytesville 

Park) – $10,490.00  
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of 
Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of 

revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when such item shall have been made 
available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of 
adoption of the Budget; and 

 
WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of 

appropriation for an equal amount; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $10,490.00 from the County 

of Bergen Open Space Trust and wishes to amend its 2015 Budget to include a 
portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough Of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby requests the Director of 

Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
Budget year of 2015, in the sum 
of............................................................................................$10,490.00 

which is now available as a revenue item from: 
Miscellaneous Revenues 

Special Items Of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent 

of the Director of Local Government Services: 
Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

Parks & Playgrounds – Other Expenses 
            Maintenance 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum 

of........................................$10,490.00 
be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 

General Appropriations: 
(a) Operations excluded from CAPS 
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Programs Offset by Revenues: 
Parks & Playgrounds – Other Expenses 
            Maintenance 

 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby 

directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution electronically to the Director 
of Local Government Services. 
 
CA-28 Authorize Award of Contract for Closed Captioning Services – US 

Captioning  Company, 2079B Lawrence Drive, De Pere, WI 54115   
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO U.S CAPTIONING COMPANY, INC. FOR 

CLOSED CAPTIONING SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 

retain the services of a company to provide real time closed captioning services 
for its regularly scheduled Mayor and Council meetings; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq., and received a quotation for the 

provision of real time closed captioning services for its regularly scheduled 
Mayor and Council meetings; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough wish to award a 
contract for the provision of real time closed captioning services for its regularly 

scheduled Mayor and Council meetings; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor, 
the purchase of any goods or services whose value does not exceed the bidding 

threshold of $40,000; and 
 

WHEREAS, U. S. Captioning Company, Inc. (“Company”) has submitted a 

proposal, dated July 27, 2015, outlining the real time closed captioning services 
for its regularly scheduled Mayor and Council meetings to be provided to the 
Borough for the benefit of the Borough’s citizens; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the closed captioning services are to be performed by the 

company at a cost that will not exceed the threshold of $17,500 under the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 etseq., and, therefore, 
the contract is not subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to the Company for the provision of 
the services is pursuant to a “non-fair and open” process in accordance with the 
provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has determined 
that sufficient funds are available to award a contract for the provision of real 

time closed captioning services for its regularly scheduled Mayor and Council 
meetings; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of real time closed 
captioning services for its regularly scheduled Mayor and Council meetings is in  

 
the best interests of the Borough; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this contract is 
necessary for its efficient operations;  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That U. S. Captioning Company, Inc., 2079B Lawrence Drive, De 
Pere, Wisconsin, shall be and is hereby appointed to provide real time closed 

captioning services for its regularly scheduled Mayor and Council meetings in 
accordance its proposal, dated July 27, 2015, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, expressly subject to and contingent upon the execution of an agreement in 

form and substance satisfactory to the Borough. 
 

 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding, in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
6.1, as the value of the services in the aggregate will not exceed 15% of the 

bidding threshold and, therefore, the Borough is not required to obtain 
competitive quotations for the services. 
 

 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a 
contract between the Borough and the Company, providing for total compensation 

for the provision of the services through August 31, 2016 in accordance with its 
proposal to the Borough at a rate of $98.00 per hour, and further memorializing 
the scope of work. 

 
4. That the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds 

are available for the contract. 

 
5. That the original proposal and contract are available for public 

inspection in the Borough Clerk’s office. 
 

6. That the Borough Clerk shall advertise the award of the contract in 

a newspaper as required by law.  
 

CA-29 Authorize Purchase of Rubberized Surface for Coytesville Park from  
RubbeRecycle, 1985 Rutgers University Boulevard, Lakewood, NJ 08701 

Through State Contract No. A81417 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF RUBBERIZED 
PLAYGROUND SURFACE FOR COYTESVILLE PARK THROUGH A 

NEW JERSEY STATE VENDOR CONTRACT 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 

purchase a rubberized playground surface for Coytesville Park through a New 
Jersey State vendor contract; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 etseq., 
authorizes, without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor, the 

purchase of any goods or services under any contract for such goods or services 
entered into on behalf of the State of New Jersey by the Division of Purchase and 
Property in the Department of the Treasury; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the rubberized playground surface is available for purchase, 

without the need for public bidding, pursuant to a State of New Jersey State 
Vendor Contract #A81417; and 
 

WHEREAS,  in accordance with  N.J.S.A. 5:34-1.7, any purchase of goods  
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or services pursuant to State Vendor Contract in excess of a public agency’s 

bidding threshold must be authorized by the governing body of the agency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Engineer has recommended the purchase of the 

rubberized playground surface through the State Vendor Contract for a total 
contract price of $44,070.00; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization to 
purchase the rubberized playground surface through the State of New Jersey 

State Vendor Contract #A81417 is necessary for the continued efficient 
operations of the Borough in providing vital municipal services to its citizens;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the purchase of the rubberized playground surface 

through the State of New Jersey State Vendor Contract #A81417 in the amount 
of $44,070 be and is hereby authorized. 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 
execute an agreement with the New Jersey State Contract Vendor – 
RubbeRecycle, Lakewood, New Jersey - governing the terms of the purchase, 

subject to review by the Borough’s municipal attorney as to its terms. 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution and a copy of any 
agreements necessary to consummate the purchase of the rubberized 
playground surface shall be available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

 
CA-30 Authorize Appointment Full Time Position – Christopher A. Batch, 

Truck Driver, General Services – Annual Salary $45,370.00 

 
WHEREAS, due to a previous retirement in the General Services 

Department, the Mayor and Council have determined that the vacancy should 
be filled; and  

 
            NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Christopher A. Batch be appointed to a full time 

position of Truck Driver in the General Services Department, with an effective 
date of August 24, 2015; and  

  
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be provisional 
pending certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 

at an annual salary of $45,370-, at Grade 10, Step A in compliance with the 
Salary Ordinance of the Blue Collar Contract.   
 

Public Comments: 
 

1. Terry Russo, 2200 North Central Road - Questioned CA-27 and asked if 
this item pertained to the area on New York Avenue and Lemoine Avenue. 
 

Mayor Sokolich responded and stated that it is not and that the resolution 
pertains to minor improvements to the park in Coytestville. 

 
Brief discussion concerning animals in the park in Coytesville was held.   

 

2. Jason Manus, 3 Horizon Road, questioned CA-4 asked if this was a raise. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich responded and stated that it’s a title change and asked 

Borough Administrator Alfred Restaino to respond. 
 

 Mr. Restaino stated that it’s a title change with a slight adjustment to his 
salary. 



Regular Meeting                                     August 20, 2015 
                                                              Page #26 

 
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on motion 
by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman Pohan.  The Consent 
Agendas was approved on the following roll call: 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky 

 

 
RESOLUTIONS 

 
R-1  Approving and Authorizing the Execution of the Developer’s 
Agreement Between the Borough of Fort Lee and V&R Developers, Inc. – 

452 Jane Street, Block 5054, Lot 2 
 

 

 Mayor Sokolich absent during this portion of the meeting.  Council 

President Sohmer presided over the meeting. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Suh seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE  DEVELOPER’S 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND V&R 

DEVELOPERS, INC. FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 452 JANE STREET 
 
WHEREAS, on January 27, 2015, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of 

Adjustment (“ZBA”) granted approvals to V&R Developers, Inc. (the “Developer”) 
for development of three (3) single family townhouses on property known as 

Block 4054, Lot 2, also known as 452 Jane Street(the “Property”); and 
 
WHEREAS, on February 24, 2015, the ZBA adopted a  resolution 

memorializing the approval, which was subject to the Developer entering into a 
Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been reviewed by the Borough 

Attorney and is attached hereto. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby approved and 

authorize to the execution of the Developer’s Agreement with V&R Developers, 
Inc. for the Property.   
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky 
 

 

R-2  Award of Emergency Contract for Sewer Pipe Repairs at Dearborn Road –  
Gotthold Paving, LLC P.O. Box 205, Edgewater, NJ 07020, Not to Exceed 

$61,020.00 
 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
 WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists on Dearborn Road  
 

WHEREAS, 200 feet of sewer pipe has collapsed and needs to be repaired  
 

 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the  
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Department of Public Works, and the Superintendent of Sewers, Gotthold Paving  
 
has been retained at a price not to exceed $61,020.00  

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to Gotthold Paving LLC, PO Box 205, 

Edgewater NJ 07020.  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s certificate of 
availability of funds is on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk and funds are 
available under the capital account # 04-2150-55-2924-031 

 
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Kasofsky 

 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 
Councilman Pohan – Reported that “Music and Movies Under the Stars” will 

continue for the next 3 Saturdays at the Community Center at 7:30 P.M.  
 
 He reported the Fort Lee Film Commission in honor of Fox Studios 100th 

anniversary is sponsoring a series of programs starting September 20th at the 
Lowes Theatre at Broadway and 175th Street.   
 

 He reported that on October 24th there will be a showing at the Palisades 
Interstate Park of a made for television movie from 1956 entitled  “High Tor.” 

  
 He reported that Saturday’s in November the Frank Sinatra sing off will 
take place at the G.W. Grill. 

 
 He reported that on December 5th the Film Commission will celebrate the 

100th anniversary of the birth of Frank Sinatra at In Napoli Restaurant.  
 
Councilman Sohmer – Reported that on September 27th from 10:00 A.M. – 3:00 

P.M. at the Fort Lee Community Center the annual outdoor Fort Lee art show 
will take place. 
 

 He reported that on August 29th the Jitney Tour will be at Walsh /Ford 
House at 523 Summit Avenue. All tours are free but seating is limited. 

 
 He reported that the Fire Department has answered 1,090 calls this year.  
He asked if anyone was interested in becoming a volunteer Firefighter to please 

contact the Fire Department Chief’s Office for more details.  He announced that 
on August 28th the Fire Department will be holding an emergency services blood 

drive at the Fort Lee Recreation Center from 2:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.  
 
 He reminded the public that the Borough of Fort Lee will be holding a 911 

Memorial Service at 7:00 P.M. at the Fort Lee Constitution Park. 
 
 He announced the Firemen Memorial Service will be held on September 

29th at Firemen’s Park at 7:00 P.M.   
 

 He announced that October is National Fire Prevention month. 
 
 He announced that the Fire Department annual fund drive will be held 

during the month of October. 
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 He announced that the Fire Department has a Facebook “Fort Lee 
Volunteer Fire Department” page along with a website Fortleefire.org. 
 

Councilman Suh – Reported that the 2015 Labor Day statewide “Drive Sober or 
get Pulled Over” campaign will take place on August 21st through September 7th.  
Local and state law enforcement officials will conduct sobriety checks at various 

check points.   
 

 He reported that the Junior Bridgeman Football registration is still open.  
Enrollment is open to children ages 7 to through Middle School 8th grade, he 
asked that anyone interested to please contact Joe Surace at 201-947-6400.  

 
Councilman Sargenti – Absent 

 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – Reported that the annual Health Fair will be held all 
morning on October 10th at the Jack Alter Community Center. 

 
 She reported the annual Shredding Day will be held on September 19th at 
the Recreation Center, 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. 

 
 She reported that this Saturday the Library will welcome author Elena 

Gorokhova at 2:00 P.M.   
 
 She reported that the Senior Dance will take place at the Senior Center at 

319 Main Street on September 20th from 5:00 P.M. – 9:30 P.M., $15.00 for 
Residents.  
 

Councilman Cervieri – Absent 
 

Mayor Sokolich – Announced that Alex Rubino one of the Borough’s young 
students has achieved greatness and success in the field of robotics at his 
school.  He congratulated Mr. Rubino on his achievements.   

 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – Wished Lou, member of the Fort Lee Film 

Commission get well wishes. 
 
Councilman Sohmer – Announced that on September 13th the Fort Lee 

Education Foundation will hold the Tour of Fort Lee bicycle races.  
 
 He announced that the Senior Picnic will be held on September 27th. 

 
  

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 

and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion. 
 

Speaker     Subject    Response 
 
Terry Russo     *Homeless Cats    Mayor Sokolich 

2200 N. Central Road    Kittens in a home   stated the Borough did  
       boarded by the Borough not board the home. 

     

    *Spoke on “TNR” Trap,   Mayor Sokolich 

      Neuter Return    stated the Borough  

         invested money to   

    *Public land to be devoted relocate the cats from the 
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     to Cats and kittens   New York Avenue 

location.  

Lisa Reid     *Spoke on “TNR”   Mayor Sokolich 

 
Fairview, NJ     Trap Neuter Return  stated that her point is  

         well taken. 
 
 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman Suh, 
seconded by Councilman Pohan, and there being no further discussion, the 

meeting was adjourned with no objections at 9:01 p.m.  
 
 

 
 
________________________ 

Evelyn Rosario, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri  

 
 ALSO PRESENT: Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 
    Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 

    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

 
MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 
provided in the following manner: 
 

 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 
regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 

forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 

Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 
THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk.    

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUCEMENTS 

 
"Welcome everyone to our regularly scheduled meeting of September 10th. 

Just a few opening remarks. You know, as I walked in this evening, you see that 

the room seems to be a little naked, the curtains are down.  These windows in 
this room have been replaced, and as a matter-of-fact all the windows 

throughout Borough Hall have been replaced. It's part of a building-wide 
refurbishment. We're re-arranging some of the offices to make them more readily 
accessible to members of the public, to make the workers more efficient, to 

create a better environment. We're excited about it. We're, I'm going to say, 
halfway, three quarters through. I'd like to thank Al and General Services for all 
the time and effort that they spent in doing this. In this room, right now it's just 

the windows, but we're going to start dealing with painting it and sprucing it up. 
Fort Lee's deserving of a, I think, of a Borough Hall and of a Municipal Complex 

that's reflective of the progressive nature of the town and when you walk into 
Borough Hall, we want it to be it to be a good reflection on government and on 
our community and we are well on our way to achieving that.  

 
"As far as Main Street is concerned, I'd like to thank the public for their 

patience over the past few months. The Main Street rehabilitation and 
replacement, I should really, more replacement than rehabilitation is virtually 
complete. There will be no more road closures as far as the Main Street initiative 

is concerned. Sidewalks are in, new pavement, new street lights, new garbage 
receptacles and benches. So between Center and Lemoine, it's virtually a brand 
new Main Street. We are now in the process of implementing a maintenance 

program to make sure that it stays that way, also an educational program to 
make sure the store owners take care of their respective spaces because it's all a 

joint effort. We have planters that we are already in possession of; they will be 
installed next week. They'll be on either side of the benches and strewn about 
Main Street and they'll be filled with flowers, there'll be holiday decorations. It's 

the new Fort Lee. We're excited about it. We're also grateful to the efforts of the   
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BDA that have also been very, very helpful. This Council has made the tough 
decision to do these initiatives in the face of many complaints because of the 
traffic and I'm grateful to government. We finally have gotten to what I would 

refer to as the end zone, if you will, and I think I'm happy for the product. And 
just a shout out again to Al and in particular to Michael Maresca for really 
devoting incredible amount of time and energy to make sure it gets done. I know 

that we're going to talk about this during the course of the night, but for those of 
you that can only tolerate watching on cable a public meeting for three minutes, 

let me get this in. Tomorrow evening is our 9-11 memorial, it would be great if 
we could get as many people from Fort Lee and all over as possible to attend. It 
is at Constitution Park commencing at precisely 7 o'clock. Get there a little 

early. We're hoping we're going to get a good crowd. There will be various 
dignitaries. We've invited a lot of folks. We've gotten RSVPs from a lot of folks. 

There'll be drinks, beverages available to the public. I think it gives us all an 
opportunity to number 1, go and reflect upon what transpired in this country. 
Now, at this point, I believe its 13 years ago, if I'm not mistaken, 14, excuse me, 

14 years ago. And we in Fort Lee are in a position to boast a very respectful and 
wonderful memorial that was constructed. We did it in honor of the tenth 
anniversary of those terrorist attacks and it really is, it's an incredible place. 

And all of the placards are devoted to each of our emergency service agencies 
and the other placards are devoted to explaining the pieces, the material  from 

the North Building that's displayed at the Memorial. It's lit, there's a small 
fountain around it, and we're hopeful everyone will be there and celebrate 
together as a community, which will be very important, especially on 

September 11th .  
 

"Then, just a quick update, I'm happy to report that all of the approvals 

are now in hand, literally in my file, in our file, for the Adaptive Traffic 
Signalization System here in Fort Lee. We are going to be one of only a handful 

of communities in the country that can boast of this system. It was a long 
journey because we needed to garner approval from the county, locally is us, but 
the County and the State, because there are multiple jurisdictions in this town 

that we needed approval from. It will be a total of 12 intersections. These are 
traffic lights that talk to each other. So when you find yourself, during rush 

hour, at a traffic light, and there are no cars crossing, and you're standing or 
sitting in traffic needlessly, it's not going to happen anymore. The light will stay 
green and will only turn red once cars queue to cross. Once those cars cross, the 

light will then resume green and the cars will continue. So if you're looking to 
get out of Fort Lee, or get to Fort Lee High School, or wherever you're going, 
you'll get there. Obviously, when there's an event on the Cross Bronx and there's 

total traffic gridlock, those lights aren't going to help you, but I'm talking about 
the day-to-day traffic in Fort Lee. We're hoping that it's going to be a market 

improvement. So we're grateful to Lee and his efforts, and it's all paid for by the 
redevelopers, I would like to add. And those monies, this is a project that's going 
to cost anywhere from a million a half to two million dollars, paid for by the 

redevelopers and those monies will be posted, hopefully by month's end, so that 
we can certify to the funds, engage the contractors and get that program going 

in Fort Lee. So we're excited about that. Sorry that I was a little long-winded this 
evening and I believe that next we have some presentations to make."        

 

PRESENTATIONS – SUMMER STUDENT INTERNS 
 

Mayor Sokolich read Certificates of Recognition for the following summer 

student interns: Brian Ma, Rachel Cho and Hannah Chang 
 

Certificate of Recognition 
Awarded to Brian Ma, Rachel Cho and Hannah Chang 
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By 
Mayor Mark J. Sokolich 

And the Borough of Fort Lee Council 
 

Presented in appreciation, for volunteering your time to assist the 

Borough during the summer months, and having the opportunity through the 
partnership of the Borough of Fort Lee, Fort Lee High School’s Community 
Service Program and the Korean American Association of Fort Lee, to gain and 

understanding of the functions of our American Association of Fort Lee, to gain 
an understanding of the functions of our municipality. 

 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ord. #2015-20  -- “An Ordinance of the Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, 
New Jersey Amending Chapter 261, Section 32 “List of Property Owners 

Furnished” (Public Hearing October 8, 2015) 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and 
carried, Ord. #2015-20 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE III 

CHAPTER 261 SECTION 32 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
ENTITLED “LIST OF PROPERTY OWNERS FURNISHED.” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 

 
The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 8, 2015. 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

 Cervieri 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Ord. #2015-19 -- “An Ordinance of the Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, 

New Jersey Amending Ordinance # 2006-40 Vacating a Certain Portion of a 
Street Known as Bigler Street within the Borough of Fort Lee.”  

 
          On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2015-19 

entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, BERGEN 
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AMENDING ORDINANCE # 2006-40 VACATING A 
CERTAIN PORTION OF A STREET KNOWN AS BIGLER STREET WITHIN THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was closed on 
motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

  

ABSTAINED: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 

BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE PUBLIC HEARING 
GRANT APPLICATION: IMPROVEMENTS TO WESTVIEW PARK 

 
Municipal Clerk Rosario briefly stated that a public notice concerning this 

meeting was duly published in the “The Jersey Journal” and “Bergen Record” 
issues of August 17, 2015.  She continued and stated that the purpose of this 
public hearing was to obtain public comment on a grant application the 

Borough is desirous of submitting to the Bergen County Open Space,  
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Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund. The application 

submission requests a matching grant of $100,000 from the County Trust Fund 
for replacement of playground equipment and mulch surfacing at Westview 
Park.   

 
At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich asked for a motion to open the 

public hearing; motion to open the public hearing by Councilman Cervieri, 

seconded by Councilman Pohan. 
 

No member of the public came forward with comments concerning the 
application submission entitled “Bergen County Open Space Public Hearing 
Grant Application: Improvements to Westview Park.”  

 
Mayor Sokolich asked for a motion to close the public hearing; motion to close 

the public hearing by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer. 
 

Mayor Sokolich announced that the public hearing concerning the above 

grant application was closed and that the application would be duly submitted 
pursuant to the rules and regulations of the County Trust Fund. 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was 
opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-18. 

 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 

having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 

ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 
Current          $7,768,506.90 

Capital                                                1,228,051.33 
Road Improvement Plan                                     n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                          n/a 

Construction Fees                                         n/a 
COAH Fees                                                   n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                       1,176.80 

Trip Admissions                                                       360.00 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                                    33,485.38 

Special Dog Account                                      n/a 
Centennial Fund                                           n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                                 n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                               n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                       n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                                  869.44 
Community Development                                      n/a 
Redemption Account                                             n/a 

School Resource Account                                    n/a 
Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                        n/a 
POAA                                                          n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                            n/a 
Police Treasury                                        2,569.68 

Police Justice                                                n/a 
Developers – Bank of New Jersey                                       2,665.00  
Unemployment Compensation                             n/a 

Payroll – September 10, 2015         1,178,485.24  
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Total:                                           $10,216,169.77 

 
CA-2  Approving Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Elijah Smith – Fire  
Company # 3  

 

The Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter application for Elijah Smith for Fire Company # 3 

was approved.  
 

CA-3  Authorize Hiring Fall Seasonal Employees – Recreation Department,   
 Community Center and Stage Crew 

 
WHEREAS, Fall seasonal positions exists with various departments 

and the Mayor and Council have determined that these positions must be filled, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel (available in the 
office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the positions and rates of 
compensation indicated with the various departments; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of appointments are 
part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of September 1, 2015 through 

December 31, 2015. 
 
 

CA-4  Authorize Hiring Full-Time Employee – General Services Department 

James  R. Capone, Truck Driver – Annual Salary $45,370.00 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined the need to hire a 
full-time employee in the General Services Department; and,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that James R. Capone be appointed to a full time position 
of Truck Driver in the General Services Department, with an effective date of 
September 14, 2015; and   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional pending 

certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be at an 
annual salary of $45,370-, at Grade 10, Step A in compliance with the Salary 
Ordinance of the Blue Collar Contract.   

 
CA-5  Authorize Full-Time Appointment – Fire Prevention Bureau – Keith 

Dalton, Fire Prevention Specialist – Annual Salary $45,000.00 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Fire Prevention Bureau has requested the Mayor and 

Council to hire a Fire Prevention Specialist and the Mayor and Council have 
determined that the position should be filled,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that Keith Dalton be appointed to a full time position as 

Fire Prevention Specialist, with an effective date of September 14, 2015, at 
an annual salary of $45,000- pursuant to the White Collar Contract; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional pending 
certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission.    
 
CA-6  Authorize Interdepartmental Transfer, Eric Jaikissoon, from 
Information Technology Office to General Services Department  
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
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have authorized an interdepartmental transfer; and,   
 

            NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that approval of the following interdepartmental transfer be 
granted: 
 

            Eric Jaikissoon, Laborer, from Information Technology Office to the 
General Services Department  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the transferred employee shall remain in the same Civil Service 

title; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the transferred  

 

employee shall continue at the same rate of pay as before the transfer. 
 

CA-7  Accepting Retirement Notice – Police Lieutenant Kenneth Porrino 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Police Lieutenant Kenneth Porrino of the Police 

Department has submitted a retirement notice dated August 16, 2015 and the 
Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Lieutenant Porrino’s retirement will be 
effective October 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.    

 
CA-8  Authorize Acceptance of Settlement Agreement Between Etta 

Potente,  

Keyboarding Clerk, Senior Center and the Borough of Fort Lee 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, concerning the resolution of a grievance, that the 
Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorize the acceptance 
of a Settlement Agreement between Etta Potente, Keyboarding Clerk 1 (f/k/a 

Clerk Typist) of our Senior Center and the Borough of Fort Lee.  
 

CA-9  Authorize Award of Contract for Licensed Engineer to Assist in  
Implementing Compliance Schedule – Combined Sewer Overflow Permit 
(NJ0034517)- HDR  Engineering Inc., 1 International Boulevard, 10th Floor, 

Suite 1000, Mahwah, NJ 07495 – Not to Exceed $100,483.00  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS,  there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
retain the services of a licensed engineer to assist the Borough in implementing 

a compliance schedule for the development of a Long-Term Control Plan related 
to its Combined Sewer Overflow Permit (NJ0034517); and 

 
WHEREAS,   on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted resolutions, the 

Mayor and Council of the Borough appointed Hydroqual, which has since 

merged with HDR Engineering, Inc. (“HDR”), to provide professional engineering 
services for the performance of an analysis of the Borough’s sewer use billing 
from the Bergen County Utilities Authority and prepare a report on the fee 

structure and its impact on the Borough, and the preparation of an update to 
the Borough’s Combined Sewer Outfall Facility Operation and Maintenance 

Manual; and 
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WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
shall be rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized 
profession, whose practice is regulated by law, and the performance of which 

services requires knowledge of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by 
a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of HDR to perform 
such professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, dated 

August 12, 2015, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, HDR possesses the requisite expertise and skilled personnel 

required to provide professional engineering services to assist the Borough in 
implementing a compliance schedule for the development of a Long-Term 
Control Plan related to its Combined Sewer Overflow Permit; and  

 
 WHEREAS,  the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to HDR in accordance 
with the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the New 
Jersey Local  
 

Unit Pay-to-Play Law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough publicly requested Statements of Qualifications for the performance of 
professional engineering services during the period from on or about March 1, 

2015 through February 29, 2016, and qualified HDR to provide such 
engineering service; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the retention of HDR to provide professional engineering 
services is pursuant to a “fair and open process” in accordance with the 

provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose, and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of professional 
engineering services to assist the Borough in implementing a compliance 
schedule for the development of a Long-Term Control Plan related to its 

Combined Sewer Overflow Permit review is in the best interests of the Borough 
and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of 
the Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That HDR shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 

engineering services related to assist the Borough in implementing a compliance  
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schedule for the development of a Long-Term Control Plan related to its 

Combined Sewer Overflow Permit, in accordance with its proposal, dated August 
12, 2015, attached hereto and made a part hereof, and those specific items of 
work designated by the borough’s engineer. 

 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a 
contract between the Borough and HDR, providing for compensation in an amount 

not to exceed $100,483.00, and further memorializing the scope of work and such 
other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 

 
 3. That HDR is specifically placed on notice that it will be required to 
comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, and this 

resolution must be available for public inspection, in accordance with the 
requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer shall certify as to the availability of 
funds for this purpose. 
 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

 
 
CA-10 Authorize Award of Contract for Ambulance Bill Collection Services –  

Commercial Acceptance Company, 2300 Gettysburg Road, Suite 102, Camp 
Hill, Pennsylvania 17011 
  

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO COMMERCIAL ACCEPTANCE 

COMPANY FOR THE PROVISION OF AMBULANCE BILL COLLECTION 
SERVICES 

 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 

procure ambulance bill collection services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion,  in accordance with the Local Public 

Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough solicited quotations for 
the procurement of ambulance bill collection services; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor, 

the purchase of any goods or services whose value does not exceed the bidding 
threshold of $40,000; and 
 

 WHEREAS, in response to its public solicitation of quotations, the 
Borough received a single quotation on August 24, 2015 from Commercial 

Acceptance Company for the provision of ambulance bill collection services; and 
 

WHEREAS, after a review of the quotation from Commercial Acceptance 

Company, the  
 
Mayor and Council wish to award a contract to Commercial Acceptance 

Company for ambulance bill collection services; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
procuring ambulance bill collection services as these services are necessary for 
the efficient operation of the Borough;   
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that a 
contract be and is hereby awarded to Commercial Acceptance Company, 2300 
Gettysburg Road, Suite 102, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, 17011, for the provision 

of ambulance bill collection services consistent with its quotation, dated August 
24, 2015, pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
1 et seq. 

  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby is 

authorized to execute a contract with Commercial Acceptance Company for the 
provision of ambulance bill collection services consistent with its proposal, dated 
August 24, 2015, pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately.  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and contract 
for ambulance bill collection services shall be maintained in the Office of the 
Borough Clerk and made available for public inspection.   

 
 

CA-11 Authorize Execution Shared Services Agreement with the Borough of 
Cliffside Park for the Use of the Borough of Fort Lee’s Radio 

Communications  

Personnel – Installation and Maintenance of Radio Communication   
Equipment 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT 
WITH THE BOROUGH OF CLIFFSIDE PARK FOR THE USE OF FORT LEE’S 

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL FOR THE INSTALLATION AND 

MAINTENANCE OF RADIO COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT IN CLIFFSIDE 
PARK’S EMERGENCY SERVICES VEHICLE  

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Cliffside Park (“Cliffside”) is a municipal 
corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and Cliffside currently provide for a sharing of 

various municipal services through the Uniform Shared Services and 
Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., that results in efficiencies for the 

benefits of the taxpayers in each municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough employs radio communications personnel for 

operation and maintenance of the Borough’s public safety communications 
system for the benefit of its emergency responders and its citizens; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Cliffside has a need to utilize the Borough’s radio 
communications personnel to assist it in the installation and maintenance of 

Cliffside’s radio communication equipment for its emergency services vehicles; 
and  
 

 WHEREAS, the entry into a Shared Services Agreement with Cliffside for  
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the use of the Borough’s radio communications personnel to assist Cliffside in 

the installation and maintenance of radio communication equipment for its 
emergency services vehicles will not result in any costs being incurred by the 
Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Shared Services Agreement has a term of one (1) year, and 

may be extended for a period of one (1) year at the mutual option of both the 

Borough and Cliffside; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into the Shared Services 
Agreement, substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto, for the 
shared use of the Borough’s radio communications personnel to assist Cliffside 

in the installation and maintenance of radio communication equipment for its 
emergency services vehicles; and  

 
WHEREAS, the entry into the Shared Services Agreement with Cliffside 

complies with the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act and is in the 

best interests of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

 1. That entry into the Shared Services Agreement with Cliffside, upon 
terms substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto, is pursuant to and 
in accordance with the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 

40A:65-1 et seq., and is hereby authorized. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute an 

agreement, in substantially the same form as that attached hereto, between the 
Borough and Cliffside, memorializing the terms and conditions for the share use of 

the Borough’s radio communications personnel to assist Cliffside in the 
installation and maintenance of radio communication equipment for its 
emergency services vehicles. 

 
 3. That upon execution of the Shared Services Agreement, this 

resolution and the agreement between the parties shall be available for public 
inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 

CA-12 Authorize Execution Shared Services Agreement with the Borough of 
Leonia for the Use of the Borough of Fort Lee’s Radio Communications  

Personnel – Installation and Maintenance of Radio Communication   
Equipment 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT 
WITH THE BOROUGH OF LEONIA FOR THE USE OF FORT LEE’S RADIO 

COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL FOR THE INSTALLATION AND 

MAINTENANCE OF RADIO COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT IN LEONIA’S 
EMERGENCY SERVICES VEHICLE  

 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Leonia (“Leonia”) is a municipal corporation of  
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the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Leonia currently provide for a sharing of 

various municipal services through the Uniform Shared Services and 
Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., that results in efficiencies for the 
benefits of the taxpayers in each municipality; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough employs radio communications personnel for 

operation and maintenance of the Borough’s public safety communications 
system for the benefit of its emergency responders and its citizens; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Leonia has a need to utilize the Borough’s radio 
communications personnel to assist it in the installation and maintenance of 

Leonia’s radio communication equipment for its emergency services vehicles; 
and  
 

 WHEREAS, the entry into a Shared Services Agreement with Leonia for 
the use of the Borough’s radio communications personnel to assist Leonia in the 
installation and maintenance of radio communication equipment for its 

emergency services vehicles will not result in any costs being incurred by the 
Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Shared Services Agreement has a term of one (1) year, and 

may be extended for a period of one (1) year at the mutual option of both the 

Borough and Leonia; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into the Shared Services 

Agreement, substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto, for the 
shared use of the Borough’s radio communications personnel to assist Leonia in 

the installation and maintenance of radio communication equipment for its 
emergency services vehicles; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the entry into the Shared Services Agreement with Leonia 
complies with  

 
the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act and is in the best interests 
of the Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That entry into the Shared Services Agreement with Leonia, upon 

terms substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto, is pursuant to and 
in accordance with the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 
40A:65-1 et seq., and is hereby authorized. 

 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute an 

agreement, in substantially the same form as that attached hereto, between the 
Borough and Leonia, memorializing the terms and conditions for the share use of 
the Borough’s radio communications personnel to assist Leonia in the 

installation and maintenance of radio communication equipment for its 
emergency services vehicles. 
 

 3. That upon execution of the Shared Services Agreement, this 
resolution and the agreement between the parties shall be available for public 

inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
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CA-13 Authorize Change Order No. 2, J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc., 

1575 West Street, Fort Lee, NJ 07024 – Upgrades Lower Main Street 
Project - $0, No  
Change in Contract Amount 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee that 

the following Change Order be approved: 
 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:    Construction of Upgrades to the Lower  

Main Street Pumping Station and Force  
Main 

 
ENGINEER:                     Boswell McClave Engineering 
      330 Phillips Avenue 

      South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 
       
CONTRACTOR:                  J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc. 

                               1575 West Street 
                               Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 
CHANGE ORDER #’S:            Change Order No. 2 
 

COST OF CHANGE ORDERS        $ 0 
 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: $ 4,979,336.00 

 
NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT:         No Change in Contract Amount 

 
NATURE OF CHANGES:           For the Borough to Undertake Handicap  

improvements in accordance with the 

County  
of Bergen ADA Ramp/Paving Improvement  

Program 
                             
CAPITAL ACCOUNT #            N/A 

 
 

CA-14 Authorize Tax Collector to Complete and Submit Application to the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services (DLGS) to Participate 
in the Electronic Tax Sale Program 

 
WHEREAS, NJSA 54:5-19.1 authorizes electronic tax sales pursuant to 

rules and regulations to be promulgated by the Director of the Division of 

Government Services, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government Services has 
promulgated rules and regulations for pilot programs, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government Services has 
approved NJ Tax Lien Investors/RealAuction.com to conduct pilot programs, 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the rules and regulations authorize a municipality to submit 

an application for participation in the pilot program for an electronic tax sale, 
and 
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WHEREAS, an electronic tax sale is innovative and provides a greater pool 
of potential lien buyers, thus creating the environment for a more complete tax 
sale process, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to participate in the pilot 

program for an electronic tax sale. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, New Jersey, that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to 
complete an application to participate in the electronic tax sale program and 
submit same to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 

 
CA-15 Authorize Submission of the Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund 

Grant Application – Playground Equipment & Mulch Surfacing at Westview 
Park 
 

WHEREAS, the Bergen county Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & 
Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“County Trust Fund”), provides matching 
grants to municipal governments and to nonprofit organizations for assistance 

in the development or redevelopment of municipal recreation facilities; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to further the public interest 
by obtaining a matching grant of $100,000 from the County Trust Fund for 
replacement of playground equipment and mulch surfacing at Westview Park ; 

and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has reviewed the County Trust Fund 

Program Statement, and the Trust Fund Municipal Program Park Improvement 
application and instructions and desires to make an application for such a 

matching grant and provide application information and furnish such 
documents as may be required; and, 
 

WHEREAS, as part of the application process, the governing body held a 
public hearing on  

September 10, 2015 to receive comments prior to the submission of this 
application; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen shall determine whether the application 
is complete and in conformance with the scope and intent of the County Trust 
Fund; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is willing to use the county Trust 

Fund in accordance with such rules, regulations and applicable statutes, and is 
willing to enter into an agreement with the county of Bergen for new playground 
equipment and improvements to Westview Park; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee: 
 

1. That it is hereby authorized to submit the above completed project 

application to the County of Bergen by the deadline of  Sept. ___3___,  
2015, as established by the County; and, 

2. That, in the event of a County Trust Fund award that may be less than 

the grant amount requested above, the Borough of Fort Lee has secured, 
the balance of funding necessary to complete the project, or modify the 

project as necessary; and, 
3. That the Borough of Fort Lee is committed to providing a dollar for dollar 

cash match for the project; and, 
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4. That the Borough of Fort Lee agrees to comply with all applicable federal, 

state and local laws, rules and regulations in it performance of the project; 
and, 

5. That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
CA-16  Authorize Renewal Liquor License No. 0219-33-022-006 “B-
Story USA T/A Bada Story, 799 Abbott Boulevard – 2015-2016 Licensing 

Period 
 

“RENEWAL PLENARY RETAIL CONSMPTION LICENSE NO. 0219-33-022-006 
“B-STORY USA T/A BADA STORY, 799 ABBOTT BOELVARD, FORT LEE, NJ 
07024, 2015-2016 LICENSING PERIOD” 

 
      BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

that Plenary Retail Consumption License No. 0219-33-022-006, B Story USA 
T/A Bada Story, 799 Abbott Boulevard, Fort Lee, NJ 0024 be renewed for the 
“2015-2016” licensing period. 

 
      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk be and hereby is  
authorized and directed to sign said license and affix the corporate seal of the 

Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 

CA-17 Authorize Award of Contract – Web Application Hosting – 200’ Buffer 
List Processing, Civil Solutions, 850 S. White Horse Pike, P.O. Box 579,  
Hammonton, NJ 08037, Not to Exceed $ 850.00 

 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO CIVIL SOLUTIONS FOR WEB 
APPLICATION HOSTING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
retain the services of a company to provide web application hosting services with 

regard to the creation of lists of property owners within 200 feet of a selected 
target property; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received a proposal for the 

provision of web application hosting services; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough wish to award a 

contract for the provision of web application hosting services; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor, 
the purchase of any goods or services whose value does not exceed the bidding 

threshold of $40,000; and 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1 provides further that contracts that are in 
the aggregate less than fifteen (15) percent of the bid threshold may be awarded 
without soliciting competitive quotations; and 

 
WHEREAS, Civil Solutions (“Company”) has submitted a proposal, dated 

August 3, 2015, describing the web application hosting services with regard to 

the creation of lists of property owners within 200 feet of a selected target 
property for the benefit of the Borough’s citizens; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the web application hosting services will be performed by the 
Company at a cost that will not exceed the threshold of $17,500 under the New 

Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, 
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the contract is not subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has determined 

that sufficient funds are available to award a contract for the provision of web 
application hosting services; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of web application 
hosting services with regard to the creation of lists of property owners within 

200 feet of a selected target property is in the best interests of the Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this contract is 

necessary for its efficient operations;  
 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Civil Solutions, 850 S. White Horse Pike, P.O. Box 579, 
Hammonton, New Jersey, shall be and is hereby appointed to provide web 
application hosting services with regard to  

 
the creation of lists of property owners within 200 feet of a selected target 

property, in accordance its proposal, dated August 3, 2015, attached hereto and 
made a part hereof, expressly subject to and contingent upon the execution of an 
agreement in form and substance satisfactory to the Borough. 

 
 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding, in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-

6.1, as the value of the services in the aggregate will not exceed 15% of the 
bidding threshold. 

 
 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a 
contract between the Borough and the Company, providing for total compensation 

for the provision of the services for a period of one year in accordance with its 
proposal to the Borough at a cost of $850.00, and further memorializing the scope 

of work. 
 

4. That the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds 

are available for the contract. 
 

5. That the original proposal and contract are available for public 

inspection in the Borough Clerk’s office. 
 

 
CA-18 Requesting Fort Lee Planning Board to Propose Amendments to  
Redevelopment Plan for Re-Development Plan Area 3 

 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE REQUESTING THE BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD PROPOSE 
AMENDMENTS TO THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT 

AREA 3 PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1ET SEQ. 
  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the “Local Redevelopment and Housing Law," 

P.L.1992, c.79 (C.40A:12A-1 et seq.), the Fort Lee Borough Council (“Borough 
Council”), by a Resolution adopted in 2003, determined Block 3656, Lots 6 and 

7 and Block 4056, Lots 1 and 14 as an area in need of redevelopment pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 and 6 (the “Redevelopment Area 3”); and  
 

WHEREAS, on December 15, 2005, the Borough Council adopted a  
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Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 3; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby requests that the Borough 

Planning Board consider amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for 
Redevelopment Area 3, which have been prepared by the firm of Phillips Preiss 
Grygiel LLC, which are attached hereto and made part of this Resolution (the 

“Amended Redevelopment Plan”); and 
 

 WHEREAS, after the Borough Planning Board has reviewed and made 
any revisions to the amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 
Area 3, it shall recommend same to the Borough Council for its consideration.  

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council hereby 

requests that the Borough Planning Board consider amendments to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 3, which have been prepared by the 
firm of Phillips Preiss Grygiel LLC, which are attached hereto and made part of 

this Resolution (the “Amended Redevelopment Plan”). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon receipt of the Planning Board’s 

recommendation, the Borough Council shall consider adopting the Amended 
Redevelopment Plan pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7.f. and that no further 

review of the Borough Planning Board would be required.  
 
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on motion by 
Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky.  The Consent 
Agendas was approved on the following roll call: 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

  Cervieri 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 

 
Councilman Pohan – Reported that last week in Hollywood, the Fort Lee Film 

Commission screened its documentary, "The Champion, a Story of America's 
First Film Town". 
 He reported on September the 20th the Film Commission is sponsoring the 

first of a series of films called Women of Fox. They are in honor of 100 years of 
Fox Studios, which started in Fort Lee. The films will be shown at the Loew's 
Theatre at Broadway and 175th Street. 

 He reported that on October 24th , at the Fort Lee Historical Park, there 
will be a showing of the movie "High Tor", one of the first films made for 

television in 1956.  
 He reported that the Fort Lee Film Commission Annual Awards dinner will 
be held on Saturday, December 12th, at In Napoli.      

 
Councilman Sohmer – Congratulated Lieutenant Ken Porrino on his retirement.  

 He reported that the Fire Department answered 1170 calls so far this year. 
He asked if anyone was interested in becoming a volunteer Firefighter to please 
contact the Chief's Office at 201-592-3500 extension 1013. 

 He reported that this Sunday is the Tour de Fort Lee for the Fort Lee 
Education Foundation and it is going to take place on Abbott Boulevard and 
Tremont Avenue. 

 He reported that the Annual Fort Lee Outdoor Art Show is scheduled for 
Sunday, September 27th 10 am - 3 pm at the plaza of the Fort Lee Community 

Center.  
 He reported that a Jitney tour will take place on Sunday, November 1st, 
signup is from 9 am - 11 am at the Fort Lee Film Commission table at the 

Farmer's Market at the Community Center. For further information, visit the  
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Borough website at www.fortleenj.org or call 201-693-2763. 
 
 He reported that we should visit the Fort Lee Historic Museum, which is 

running an exhibit honoring the 100th anniversary of Fox Studios, which began 
in Fort Lee. The exhibit is running through the end of this year. 
 

Councilman Suh – Reported that the Fort Lee American Little League fall 
baseball camp registration is opening for camp starting which will run from 

September 19th through October 31st. For information, contact Mickey Oso at 
mdo1227@aol.com or 201-406-2643. 
 

 He congratulated Ken Porrino on his retirement.  
  

 He reported that schools are back in session, so please drive safe. 
 
Councilman Sargenti – Reported that school's begun, be careful, watch the 

crosswalks, check for children or anybody and slowdown and stop.  
  
 He reported how great the Wednesday night music was as was the 

Saturday night "Movies and Music Under the Stars". He thanked Cheryl Westeyn 
and Tom Meyers, respectively and their staff. 

  
 He also congratulated Ken Porrino on his retirement. 
  

 He sent well wishes to Lou Azzolini. 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – Reported that the annual Health Fair will be held 

Saturday morning on October 10th at the Community Center.  
  

 She reported that the Library had 1500 children this summer, in their 
reading program, pass through its classes of activities. 
  

 She reported that Voter Registration and Absentee Ballot forms are 
available in the Borough Clerk's Office, 309 Main Street. 

 
Councilman Cervieri – Reported that on Sunday, September 27th, the Annual 
Senior Picnic will be held at Fort Lee High School, and it is free to all Seniors. 

  
 He thanked Ken Porrino for all of his years of service. 
 

Mayor Sokolich - Commended Tom Meyers and Cheryl Westeyn for an 
exceptional season of movies and music. He stated that is one of the reasons 

Fort Lee is listed as one of the best cities to retire to because of the number of 
activities available and that they are free. 
   

 He commented on the wonderful state of the garden and how it is 
flourishing.  

  
 Applauded the Library as being very important in defining your 
Community along with your Main Street and School System. It also offers a 

laundry list of additional activities to the community. 
 The Mayor also congratulated Ken Porrino on his retirement. 
 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – Reported that Shredding Day is Saturday, 
September 18th at the Recreation Center. 

 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky,  
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and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion. 
 
Speaker     Subject    Response 

 
Douglas Sugarman *Congratulated     
2100 Linwood Avenue  Kenneth Porrino    

     On his retirement   
 

     *First showing of Fort  Councilmen Pohan 
      Lee made films is on  and Sohmer gave  
      the first night of Rosh  Mr. Sugarman the  

      Hashanah, the 20th.  correct dates, no conflict. 
         

    *Wished the public L'  Mayor Sokolich stated 
     Shanah Tovah   thank you for bringing 
         that up and the Police 

         and Emergency Services 
         will keep things   
         uneventful as always.  

         And the Mayor wished  
         everyone a sweet New  

         Year. 
 
James Irwin  *Raising age to buy   Mayor Sokolich stated 

40 Jefferson Street tobacco/nicotine from  it will be put on the next 
Hackensack   19 to 21.    work agenda to be  
         discussed. 

         Councilman Cervieri  
         stated we should educate 

         rather than legislate. 
 
 

 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman Suh, 
seconded by Councilman Cervieri, and there being no further discussion, the 

meeting was adjourned with no objections at 8:49 p.m.  
 
 

 
 
 

________________________ 
Evelyn Rosario, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri  

 
 ALSO PRESENT: Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 
    Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 

    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

 
MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 
provided in the following manner: 
 

 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 
regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 

forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 

Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 
THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk 

 
  

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUCEMENTS 
 

 "Good evening, everyone. Just a few opening remarks. This is the month 

for Halloween; we have all sorts of festivities. We are very proud about that in 
Fort Lee. Every time we have an opportunity to have a gathering, and I promised 

the folks that were organizing this, that I would make an announcement to get 
as many people there as possible. At our dog park on Saturday, October 31, 
from 11:00 to 1:30 p.m., we are having a dog 'parktacular'. The dog 

'parktacular', sponsored by Fort Lee's Paws in the Parks, which is an 
organization, it's fantastic stuff. Everyone is welcome whether you have a pet, 
whether you don't have a pet, please come and enjoy the costumes, prizes and 

contests, so forth and so on. They'll be pictures with special guests. It should be 
a lot of fun. Later on that day, that Saturday afternoon, Fort Lee's BDA, our 

Business Development Group for Main Street, is going to also be sponsoring 
some events as well. They'll have a booth for kids to go for candy and trick-or-
treating, so forth and so on.  

 
 "I want to remind everybody because I believe this is the only public 

hearing, public meeting we have before Election Day this year. Election Day is 
November 3rd, be sure to please go out and exercise your Constitutional right. 
It's critically, critically important.  

 
"Which brings me to Fort Lee's Main Street. We've been, over the course of the 
last several months, we've had a lot of interruptions, there's been a lot of 

construction. The history of this rehabilitation was very simple. We've always 
known here in Fort Lee that at one point we were going to need to replace a force 

main. And a force main it's the battery for our utility system in the northern part 
of Fort Lee. We always knew we would ultimately have to replace it; it was an 
original system, it was decades and decades old. And it realized that rather than 

tear up Main Street a second time to one day fix it up, we thought that we would 
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tackle both initiatives at the same time, and I'm glad we did it. I want to send 

out my congratulations not only to government, but to the BDA, but in 
particular my colleagues up here for having the political fortitude to deal with 
the closures and the complaints and all the phone calls we've received. I think 

the product came out in a fantastic way. We now have new sidewalks, new 
streetlights, new benches. The BDA, just yesterday, decorated all of the street 
lights with a harvestine, with bales of hay and cornstalks, and it looks 

wonderful. So if you've been avoiding Main Street for the last few years, because 
you didn't like what it looked like, you may now do a reverse. Go see it and take 

pride that Fort Lee now has one of the nicest Main Streets in Bergen County; 
and I say that to you without exaggeration. We're very, very proud of it with 
much, much more to come. So we're excited about it, they'll be no more 

interruptions, no more closures on Main Street and we're glad the project is over 
with."                          

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and 
carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 1, 2015 Re-Organization, 
Meeting were approved. 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and 

carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 8, 2015, Executive Session 
Meeting were approved. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 15, 2015, Regular Session 
Meeting were approved. 

 
 

PROCLAMATIONS 
 

Borough Clerk Rosario read the following Proclamations into the record: 
 

“National Disabilities Awareness Month” 
 

 WHEREAS, this Nation’s ardent promotion of the Rights of People with 

Disabilities affirms our commitment to ensure that People with Disabilities have 
every opportunity to reach their full potential, in every aspect of life; and 
 

     WHEREAS, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, which prohibits 
discrimination in employment, public accommodations, transportation and 
communication, reaches its twenty fifth year of implementation in 2015; and 

 
     WHEREAS, there is much progress to celebrate, and yet even more progress 

to strive toward, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, hereby declares October as “National Disabilities 
Awareness Month” in Fort Lee; and  

 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council do hereby proclaim 
that October provides a special opportunity to actively celebrate the significant 

contributions of People with Disabilities, and to strengthen, even further, our 
ongoing dedication to equal opportunity for every individual. 
 

Mayor 
Mark J. Sokolich 

             
The Mayor recognized the members of our ADA Board and thanked them very 
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much for what they do. 

 
Councilman Sohmer - Reported that as liaison to the ADA Board, they have 
monthly meetings, speakers and people who seek their help. He further reported 

that there will be an exhibit in the Library on October 19th with books on 
disabilities. In addition, he mentioned the Health Fair this Saturday, where the 
ADA Board members will be available to speak to anyone who has questions. He 

introduced ADA Board member, Dr. Sandra Pinkerton to speak. 
 

Dr. Pinkerton - Mentioned that this is the 25th anniversary of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act and their Board serves as a model for other boards in 
Bergen County. Having a Councilperson on the Board is very helpful and 

without government's commitment, they would not be able to accomplish 
anything She thanked the Mayor and Council for all they have done and their 

accessibility. 
 
Mayor Sokolich - Stated that they take collective pride in knowing that, and 

knowing that this Board serves as a model for other boards. He continued to 
state that this Board will continue to have the commitment from the Council 
and himself of continued support. The Mayor and Council are very proud of 

what the Borough does about this issue and that the Borough will be one of the 
very few communities that will be offering housing for people with disabilities in 

the very near future. He reported that there are two projects for this housing, 
one is being constructed now and one, hopefully, will begin soon. He 
congratulated the Board and the work that they do. 

 
 

“Fort Lee Alzheimer’s Awareness and Support Week” 

 
WHEREAS, Alzheimer’s is an incredible, fatal brain disease that causes 

memory loss, disorientation, decreased judgment, and difficulty speaking; and  
  
WHEREAS, an estimated 5.2 million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s 

disease, the most common type of dementia, which takes its toll on the 15.5 
million family and friends that take on the challenging role of caregivers; and 

 
WHEREAS, the care provided by family caregivers helps offset the impact 

on our community budgets at a time when we can ill afford the rising cost of 

healthcare; with early detection and diagnosis, individuals and families can gain 
access to treatment medications; enroll in critical research trials; fully 
participate in planning for the future, and receive help and support; and  

 
WHEREAS, Fort Lee Alzheimer’s Awareness and Support Week has 

been coordinated by Home Helpers with support of the Greater Fort Lee 
Chamber of Commerce, Fort Lee Councilwoman Ila Kasofsky, and Vivian Green 
Korner, dementia care specialist; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Alzheimer’s Awareness and Support Week 

sponsored by the Borough of Fort Lee will consist of a series of presentations to 
educate the public on issues and available resources during the week designated 
at our Senior Center, Community Center, and our Public Library; and   

 
WHEREAS, as part of the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign, we hope Fort Lee’s 

Awareness Week will become an annual event as we work together to improve 

the quality of life and services for individuals and their families living with 
dementia on a daily basis.    

 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich 
and the Borough Council hereby proclaim  
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Alzheimer’s Awareness Week 

as 
October 18 – 22, 2015  

 

 and encourages residents of the Borough of Fort Lee to participate in the 
events and to join in this worthy observance.   
 

BEST PRACTICES WORKSHEET CY 2015 
Borough Clerk stated that the Best Practices Inventory consisting of 50 

questions has been completed and reviewed by the Borough’s Chief Financial 
Officer and Borough Administrator.  The Best Practices will be submitted prior 
to the deadline of October 16, 2015. 

 
Mayor Sokolich - "And so that the Public's aware, Best Practices is a form of 

recommendations or criteria; Best Practices is in all industries. I'm a lawyer, 
there's Best Practices in my industry, in my profession. Realtors, brokers have 
it. Doctors have it. And Best Practices is a culmination of criteria that everyone 

should abide by to make sure that that given profession or services is 
performing at its best. There's also Best Practices in local and municipal 
government, and it's taken so seriously that if these questions are not completed 

timely and if they're not completed properly, Al, correct me if I'm wrong, aide can 
be held up. So as an incentive to make sure that we respond expeditiously and 

completely, we don't certainly want any aide interrupted. However, having said 
that, there are many great recommendations in these Best Practices worksheet 
and I am very, very happy to report that the vast majority of those practices are 

undertaken and performed by the Borough of Fort Lee."  
 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 

Ord. #2015-21  -- “An Ordinance of the Municipal Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee Amending the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 3 
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.” (Public Hearing – November 12, 

2015) 
           

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2015-21 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL 
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AMENDING THE 

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDVELOPMENT AREA 3 PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A 
40A:12A-1ET SEQ.” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for November 12, 2015. 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

 Cervieri 

 
Ord. #2015-22 -- “An Ordinance of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee Amending Chapter 289 Parking, Article IV Parking Meters, 
Municipal Parking Lots, and Permit Parking, Section 15 Parking Meter 
Zones; Violations and Penalties of the Code of the Borough of Fort Lee”  

(Public Hearing – November 12, 2015) 
 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

and carried, Ord. #2015-22 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 

PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS, AND 
PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES; VIOLATIONS AND 
PENALTIES OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” was introduced 

and passed on first reading. 
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The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for November 12, 2015. 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

 Cervieri 
 
Ord. #2015-23 -- “Bond Ordinance Providing for Various Capital 

Improvements in and by the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, 
New Jersey, Appropriating $1,247,000 Therefor and Authorizing the 

Issuance of $1,234,650 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of 
the Cost Thereof.” (Public Hearing – November 12, 2015 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2015-23 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $1,247,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 

OF $1,2324,650 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF 
THE COST THEREOF.” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for November 12, 2015. 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

 Cervieri 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ord. #2015-20  -- “An Ordinance of the Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen 
County, New Jersey Amending Chapter 261, Section 32 “List of Property 

Owners Furnished” (Public Hearing October 8, 2015) 
 
 On Motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. # 
2015-20 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 

BEREGN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 261, SECTION 32 
“LIST OF PROPERTY OWNERS FURNISHED” 
           

Public Comments: 
 
1. Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street – "I don't quite understand this here. I 

assume that the list is furnished to people who are planning construction and 
variances." 

 
          Mayor Sokolich - "Very simply. We were manually preparing these lists up 
until the acquisition of the software. Unfortunately we had to devote a lot of 

man-hours when people would call up for a 200 foot mailing list. Now you need 
that kind of list whether it's a variance, whether it's a site plan, or for example, if 

you're doing work, some laws require that homeowners provide notice to their 
neighbors within 100 feet, 200 feet. Now the entry of a lot and block, it 
processes it through our own tax maps and then we end up with a certified list. 

That's what this does." 
 
 Nina Levinson - "My question relates to the last line, just about the last 

line of paragraph A, have registered to receive notice. Do I have to register?" 
 

 Mayor Sokolich - "The law, if you are within the 200 foot radius, for 
example, on a site plan notice, you are required to get notice. If you do not get 
notice, per the land use law, then the applicant does not have jurisdiction to 

proceed. However, there's a provision in that law that allows you to send notice 
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to the clerk or the building department, which entitles you to notice on 

applications, even though you are not within 200 feet. That would be folks that 
have registered and have requested notice. But you do not have to take any 
affirmative step to get notice, per statute." 

 
 Nina Levinson - "So I can get notice if it's the other side of town?"    
 

 Mayor Sokolich - "You can, if you appropriately register for it." 
 

 
 There being no further public discussion, the public hearing was closed 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan. 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

 Cervieri 
  

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh, the 
Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was opened 
relative to items CA-1 through CA-18. 

 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 

having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 

ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 
Current          $10,751,505.22 

Capital                                                     612,310.79 
Road Improvement Plan                                     n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                          n/a 

Construction Fees                                         n/a 
COAH Fees                                                   n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                          283.89 

Trip Admissions                                                     9,050.00 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                                    43,341.27 

Special Dog Account                                      n/a 
Centennial Fund                                           n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                                 n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                               n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                       n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                                 741.86 
Community Development                                      n/a 
Redemption Account                                             n/a 

School Resource Account                                    n/a 
Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                      n/a 
POAA                                                        n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                          n/a 
Police Treasury                                        3,705.65 

Police Justice                                                n/a 
Trust Developers – Bank of New Jersey                                   6,213.77  
Unemployment Compensation                             n/a   
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Total:                                           $11,427,152.45 

 
CA-2  Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New Jersey for  
Period Covering July 1, 2015 Through September 30, 2015 – $1,300.00 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be authorized to draw 

a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of America payable to the 

Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the amount of $1,550.00 to cover fees 
collected for marriage licenses for the period covering July 1, 2015 through 

September 30, 2015. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the 
Department of Human Services;  
 

Account No. 01-2887 
 

CA-3  Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Tae Paul Chung – Fire  
Company # 2 and Christian Buonsanto – Fire Company # 4. Full   
Membership Application for Christopher V. Freitag – Fire Company # 3 

 
The Auxiliary Firefighter application for Tae Paul Chung for Fire Company # 2 
and Christian Buonsanto for Fire Company #4 and full membership application  

for Christopher V. Freitag for Fire Company # 3 were approved.  
 

CA-4  Accepting Resignation Notice – Peter Hammer, Plumbing Sub-Code 
Official 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Peter Hammer, Plumbing Sub-Code Official, of 
the Building Department, has submitted a resignation notice dated September 
8, 2015, and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Hammer’s resignation notice will 

be effective retroactive to September 21, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.    
 
 

CA-5  Accepting Resignation Notice – Eric Salgado, Park Maintenance 
Worker 

  
 BE IT RESOLVED that Eric Salgado, Park Maintenance Worker of the 
Parks Department, has submitted a retirement notice dated September 30, 

2015, and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Salgado’s retirement will be 

effective retroactive to October 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.    
  

CA-6  Authorize Hiring Full-Time Employee – Building Department – Mike    
Sestanovich, Plumbing Sub-Code Official – Annual Salary $63,700.00 
  

 WHEREAS, due to a resignation submitted by the Plumbing Sub-Code 
Official with the Building Department, the Mayor and Council have authorized 

the hiring of a full-time Plumbing Sub-Code Official; and,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Mike Sestanovich be appointed to the position of 
Plumbing Sub-Code Official in the Building Department, with an effective date 
of October 19, 2015;  and  

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the terms of said position shall be as 

follows: 
  1. 40 hours per week 
  2. Official is on call 24 hours, 7 days a week 

  3. To receive employee benefits  
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional 

pending certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 
at an annual salary of $63,700.  
 

 
 
CA-7  Authorize Amendment to Municipal Shared Services Defense 

Agreement 
Dr. Burchell of “Econsult Solutions, Inc.” to Jeffrey R. Surenian, Esq. of  

“Econsult Solutions, Inc. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee of the 

entered into the Municipal Shared Services Defense Agreement (“MSSDA”) for 
the purpose as set forth therein, which included retaining a common expert in 

the Declaratory Judgment action (“Litigation”) that was filed in accordance with 
In the Matter of the Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 by the New Jersey 
Council on Affordable Housing, 221 N.J. 1 (2015) (“Decision”); and 

 
 WHEREAS, the MSSDA identified Dr. Robert Burchell, a distinguished 
professor at Rutgers University, as the expert to be retained; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Dr. Burchell became ill and has been unable to complete the 

obligations under the Research Agreement as set forth in the MSSDA; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result, Rutgers University has exercised its right to 

terminate the  Research Agreement as permitted under its terms; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the MSSDA requires modification to allow the members to 

retain one or more alternative experts, consultants and/or other professionals 
for the Litigation; and 

 
 WHEREAS, an Amendment to the MSSDA (“Amendment”) has been 
prepared to effectuate the modification; an 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee recognizes 

that the Litigation requires immediate action and may require further expedited 
actions by its counsel determined to be necessary and appropriate; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that it is in the best interests of the citizens of the Borough of Fort 
Lee to approve the Amendment, and/or to affirm and ratify the Amendment, and 

to authorize their designated counsel to take actions on behalf of the 
municipality with regard to the multiplicity of issues raised and associated with 

the continued implementation of the MSSDA;  
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
4. The terms and conditions of the Amendment to MSSDA attached hereto 

are hereby approved, and/or ratified and confirmed. 
 

5. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute 

the aforesaid Amendment. 
 

6. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes 

Jeffrey R. Surenian, Esq., to execute an agreement on behalf of the 
Borough of Fort Lee with Econsult Solutions, Inc. 
 

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes 
Jeffrey R. Surenian, Esq., to execute on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee 
with the approval of the Fort Lee’s designated counsel such other  
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agreement(s) as are advisable to effectuate the purposes of the MSSDA as 

amended. 
 

7. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee further authorizes its 

designated counsel to approve such other changes to the MSSDA as may 
be necessary to effectuate its purposes, and to take action on behalf of the 
municipality with regard to the multiplicity of issues raised and associated 

with the implementation of the MSSDA provided that the action will not 
require the municipality to appropriate and commit any additional funding 

for the MSSDA. 
 

In the event such changes and actions require the municipality to 
appropriate and commit any additional funding for the MSSDA, the Mayor 

and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee shall only be responsible for such 
funding if it authorizes same. 
 

 

8. If additional monies are needed to effectuate the intent and purpose of the 
MSSDA, no such services shall be authorized by designated counsel 

without further action from the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 

9. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
CA-8  Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant   
Application as Proposed by the Fort Lee Housing Authority for        

Improvements to the Harry J. Holtje House - $70,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) in the amount of $70,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 
Housing Authority for funds for improvements to the Harry J. Holtje House 

Public Housing Building, located in the municipality of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 
      

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community 
Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by 
the Governing Body; and 

      
WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of 

Fort Lee and the County of Bergen; and 

      
WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the 

municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid 
Community Development Funds, 
      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 

     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that 
implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited.   

 
 
CA-9  Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  

Application for Tuition Assistance for the Cost of Child Care for Children 
of Family Self-Sufficiency Participants for the Fort Lee Assistance and   

Support for the Fort Lee Assistance and Support Housing Corporation  
(F.L.A.S.H) - $30,000.00  
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Grant in the amount of $30,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 

Assistance & Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H) Corporation for contracted child day 
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care tuition subsidy; a very important support service which is made 
available to low income parents participating in the Housing Authority’s Family 
Self-Sufficiency Program which is operated by the Fort Lee Housing Authority in 

the municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 
      

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community 

Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by 
the Mayor and Council; and 

      
WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of 

Fort Lee and the County of Bergen; and 

      
WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the 

municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid 
Community Development Funds, 
      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of Fort 
Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
      

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to 
the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that 

implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited.   
 
 

CA-10 Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant   
Application as Proposed by the Fort Lee Assistance and Support Support 
Housing (F.L.A.S.H) Corporation for the Rehabilitation  

and Restoration of the Historic House (AKA) Rambo House at 2423 First 
Street - $100,000.00  

 
 WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Block Grant in the amount of 
$100,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee Assistance & Support Housing 

(F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation for the rehabilitation and restoration of the historic 
house known as the “Rambo House” located at 2423 First Street, Fort Lee, 

which will consist of two (2) 2-bedroom affordable units for low income veterans 
and their families; and 
  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community 
Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by 
the Mayor and Council; and 

  
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the low income 

population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of Bergen; and 
  
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the 

municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid 
Community Development Funds, 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 

  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that 

implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited.  
 

 
CA-11 Authorize Grant Agreement with the County of Bergen 2015-2016  
 Community Development Block Grant Fund (CDBG) “Improvements to Old  

Bergen Boulevard”, $83,894.00 



 Regular Meeting                                  October 8, 2015 
                                                              Page #11 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

wishes to enter into a Grant Agreement with the County of Bergen for the 
purpose of using $83,894.00 in 2015-2016 Community Development Block 
Grant funds for Improvements to Old Bergen Boulevard; and  

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory to aforesaid Grant 

Agreement; and  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Al Restaino, Borough Administrator, to sign all County vouchers 
submitted in connection with the aforesaid project; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes that 

the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for any funds not spent in accordance with the 
Grant Agreement; and that liability of the Mayor and Council is in accordance 
with HUD requirements. 

 
CA-12 Endorsing Bergen Community Development Block Grant Program  
Application – Reconstruction of John Street, $80,000.00  

 
EDORSEMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 

APPLICATION FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF JOHN STREET 

 
 WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of $ 

80,000.00 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort Lee for the milling and re-
paving of John Street from North Street to Catherine Street in the municipality 
of Fort Lee; and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community 

Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by 
the Governing Body; and  
 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the aforesaid project is in the best 
interest of the people of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the 
municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid 

Community Development funds. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project, and 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that 
implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited. 

 
CA-13 Authorize Issuance of Limousine Business License – Michael C. 

Troiano 
“ Innovative Transportation, LLC” – 1605 John Street, Ste 108 
  

“Resolution Approving Limousine Owner’s License to Michael C. Troiano to 
Establish and Operate “Innovative Transportation, LLC” at 1605 John 

Street, Ste 108, Fort Lee, NJ” 

 
WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Michael C. Troiano, to 

establish and operate Innovative Transportation, LLC at 1605 John Street, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey a limousine business in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
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WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only twelve (12) such companies can 
operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently there are nine (9) limousine 
businesses operating; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the applicant and business location has been reviewed and 
approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, Building Department and Fire 

Department, 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the applicable 
license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue a 
limousine business owner's license to Michael C. Troiano d/b/a Innovative 

Transportation, LLC” for the operation of a limousine service from 1605 John 
Street, Ste 108 to include parking of vehicle(s) at the same address. 

 
CA-14 Authorize Renewal 2015-2016 Liquor License # 0219-33-042-010 
“Hangar Inc.”, Pocket License - Special Ruling 12:39 Granted for Two 

License Terms 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 AND Borough of Fort Lee 
Imposing One Special Condition 2015-2016 Licensing Term 
 

A Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Liquor License  
No. 0219-33-042-010 “HANGAR INC.” (Inactive License) Special Ruling N.J.S.A. 

33:1–12.39; Granting 2 Years Licensing Terms 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 AND 
Borough of Fort Lee Imposing One Special Condition for Licensing Term 2015-

2016  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the  Borough of Fort Lee, in the 
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that renewal of Plenary Retail 

Consumption License be granted to HANGAR, INC.,  license number 0219-33-
042-010 effective July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the State of New Jersey, Department of Treasury, 
Division of Taxation has provided Tax Clearance Certificate for said license. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Director of the Division Alcoholic Beverage Control has 

reviewed the Special Ruling (N.J.S.A. 33:1-12.39) petition submitted by 
HANGAR, INC. and has considered all the facts and circumstances related to the 
inactive status of this license and has determined that the licensee has 

established good cause in accordance with the statutory requirements to 
warrant an application for renewal of license number 0219-33-042-010 for the 
2015-2016 AND 2016–2017 license terms. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough Attorney and the Fort Lee Police Department 

have reviewed the current operating conditions of Hangar, Inc.; and have agreed 
that one special condition for the premises be attached to its liquor license for 
the licensing year July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016. 

 
1. The Licensee shall notify the Fort Lee Police Department in writing 15 

days prior to any party over 300 people or more.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the license be and is hereby renewed for the licensing 
period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 
 

CA-15 Authorize $25.00 Fee Per Notice Sent in Conjunction with the 2015 
Tax Sale  

 
WHEREAS, NJSA54:5-19.1  authorizes electronic tax sales pursuant to rules 
and regulations to be promulgated by the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services, and 
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WHEREAS, the rules and regulations require a municipality to send three (3) 
notices of tax sale to all properties included in said sale; and 
 

WHEREAS, the rules and regulations allow said municipality to charge a fee of 
$25.00 per notice for the creation, printing and mailing of said notice; and 
 

WHEREAS, in an effort to more fairly assign greater fiscal responsibility to 
delinquent  taxpayers, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to charge $25.00 per 

notice mailed which will be assessed specifically to the delinquent accounts that 
are causing the need for a tax sale and not to the general tax base. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that a fee of $25.00 per notice be established and is hereby 

authorized and directed to be charged for each notice of tax sale that is sent in 
conjunction with the 2015 electronic tax sale.  
 

CA-16 Adoption of a Policy Relating to the Evaluation of Surplus 
 
ADOPTION OF A POLICY RELATING TO THE EVALUATION OF SURPLUS 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee recognizes the importance of adopting 
a formal surplus policy regarding the Borough’s surplus balances in an effort to 

predict and ensure future financial soundness and financial liquidity, and 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer recommended that the Borough 
formally adopt a surplus policy in support of the requirements of the local bond 

rating agencies in order to enhance and/or maintain the Borough’s credit ratings. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee: 
 

1. The Chief Financial Officer shall analyze a five-year trend of surplus 
illustrating the significant changes therein. 

 

2. In accordance with the recommendation of the Chief Financial Officer, the 
Borough maintain a surplus balance with a targeted minimum goal in the 

amount of ten percent (10%) of the cost of municipal operations. 
 

3. The Chief Financial Officer shall project the future trend of revenues and 

expenditures in order to provide guidance as to what is required to 
maintain the ten percent (10%) surplus goal. 

 

4. The surplus goal shall be evaluated annually in light of changing economic 
trends. 

 
5. That two (2) certified copies of this resolution be filed with the Director of 

the Division of Local Government Services. 

 
 

CA-17 In Support of Senate Bill No. 2841 – Prohibiting Tourist Helicopter  
Operations 
 

WHEREAS, tourist helicopters buzz around the local communities on the 
New Jersey side of the East River in Manhattan and these flights run all day, 
every day, including weekends and holidays and the noise is incessant and is 

affecting the quality of life to the residents of our neighboring communities; and  
WHEREAS, the helicopters contaminate our environment with noise and 

toxic air emissions, pollution, made worse by the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s  requirement that these choppers fly extra low to keep out of 
airplane flight paths and these helicopters are closer to the New Jersey border  
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than New York itself; and 

 
WHEREAS, a resolution, sponsored by Senator Nicholas Sacco and New 

Jersey lawmakers calling on federal aviation officials to ban tourist helicopter 

flights over the New Jersey side of the Hudson River was approved by the Senate 
Transportation Committee on October 9, 2014; and  

WHEREAS, the tourist helicopter flights fly over the Hudson River into 

New Jersey each day to capture the views of the New York City skyline, many of 
them the result of a ban by New York City officials on flights over parts of 

Manhattan and Brooklyn. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee is supportive of the proposed legislation by Senator Nicholas 

Sacco of Senate Bill No. 2841, requiring the Commissioner of Transportation to 
prohibit tourist helicopter operations at aviation facilities licensed by the State. 

 
 
CA-18 Authorize Submission of New Jersey Department of Transportation 

(NJDOT) Grant Application “Coolidge Avenue” Project 
 

“Resolution to Approve Submittal of a Grant Application and Execute 

a Grant Contract with the New Jersey Department of Transportation 
for the Coolidge Avenue Improvements Project” 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to 
submit an electronic grant application identified as MA-2016-Coolidge Avenue-

00483 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough 
of Fort Lee. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to 
sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee, and that their 

signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant 
agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 

 
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Suh.  The Consent 
Agendas was approved on the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
  Cervieri 

 
RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 Approving and Authorizing the Execution of the Initial Deposit and 
Pay-Out Term Sheet; Fort Lee Adaptive Traffic Signal Control System 

(“IDA”) 
 
*Councilman Cervieri “Recused” and stepped away from the dais 

 
Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky  
seconded, the following Resolution:  

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE  INITIAL 
DEPOSIT AND PAY-OUT TERM SHEET, IN FURTHERANCE OF PRIOR 
AGREEMENT CONCERNING FORT LEE ADAPTIVE TRAFFIC SIGNAL 

CONTROL SYSTEM (“IDA”) BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND 
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FORT LEE PHASE ONE OWNER, LLC 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”, Fort Lee  Phase One 

Owner, LLC (referred to therein and herein as “FLRA”), and TDC Fort Lee, LLC 

(“TDC”)are signatories to a tripartite agreement, dated on or about January 16, 
2015 and entitled: “Agreement Between the Borough of Fort Lee, Fort Lee 
Redevelopment Associates, LLC and TDC Fort Lee, LLC with respect to the 

Adaptive Traffic Control System” (“TSA Agreement”), approved via Resolution of 
the Borough (CA-19, dated 1/15/15); and,  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the TSA Agreement the Borough requires an 

initial payment from FLRA and TDC into a dedicated fund in the initial amount 

of $680,000 from each to be used by the Borough, in good faith, for the sole 
purposes set forth in the TSA Agreement and the initial deposit and pay-out 

term sheet, in furtherance of prior agreement concerning Fort Lee Adaptive 
Traffic Signal Control System (“IDA”); and,  

 

WHEREAS, the IDA negotiated among all parties is attached hereto and 
incorporated herein, in form and substance approved by the Borough Attorney;  
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk is hereby: 

 
1)  Approved and authorized to execute the IDA on behalf of the  
Borough of Fort Lee.   

 
2) Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-15, all moneys received from any source by 
any local unit thereof shall, within 48 hours after the receipt thereof, 

either be paid to the officer charged with the custody of the general funds 
of the local unit, who shall deposit all such funds within 48 hours after 

the receipt thereof to the credit of the local unit in its designated legal 
depository, or be deposited to the credit of the local unit in its designated 
legal depository. 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky  
           

 
R-2 Approving and Authorizing Execution of License Agreement Between 

the 

Borough of Fort Lee and TDC Fort Lee, LLC – Development Operation and 
Management of the Park – Block 4851.01, Lot 2, 183 Main Street  

 
*Councilman Cervieri “Recused” and stepped away from the dais 
 

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky  
seconded, the following Resolution:  

 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A LICENSE 

AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND TDC 
FORT LEE, LLC, FOR THE DEVELOPMENT, OPERATION AND 
MANAGEMENT OF THE PARK TO BE LOCATED ON BLOCK 4851.01, LOT 2, 

IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  
 

WHEREAS, Borough is the fee owner of certain land located at 183 Main 
Street in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey, 
designated as Block 4851.01, Lot 2 (formerly Block 4851, Lot 5) on the Tax Map 

of the Borough of Fort Lee (the “Parcel A”); and 
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WHEREAS, on March 15, 2012, Borough and Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, LLP and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (“Tucker”) entered into a 
Redevelopment Agreement for the redevelopment of contiguous properties owned 
by Tucker, for a mixed use project (the “Redevelopment Agreement”); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Redevelopment Agreement, Parcel A was to be 
owned by Tucker and Tucker was to provide access to Borough through  an 
easement for use as a public park, which public park was to be constructed by 

Tucker;  

WHEREAS, as the result of subsequent negotiations, the furnishing of 

monetary consideration by the Tucker for the acquisition cost of Parcel A, a 
December 2, 2013 First Amendment to the  Redevelopment Agreement (the 
“First Amendment”) and consent of Tucker and Borough, Borough obtained 

ownership of Parcel A via eminent domain and deed conveyance, for the public 
purpose of establishing a park, open space and recreation, supported by 

amendments to the Borough’s master plan and zoning ordinance and which 
shall be constructed as a public park by Tucker; and  

WHEREAS, Borough and Tucker entered into the First Amendment to 

address access, via a license, to Parcel A, to accomplish the development of 
Tucker’s redevelopment project and the construction of the public park on 
Parcel A and to provide Tucker with certain license benefits to be situated in the 

public park; and 

WHEREAS, Borough and Tucker agree that Borough shall have first use 

of Parcel A as a lay down construction staging area in connection with Borough’s 
road and sewer improvement projects; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Redevelopment Agreement and First 

Amendment, Tucker is allowed to use Parcel A to construct the public park and 
for a lay down construction staging area for the development of Phase 1 of 
Tucker’s development on the adjacent properties; and  

WHEREAS, Borough agrees to coordinate with Tucker to attempt not to 
unreasonably delay Tucker’s later use of Parcel A; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Redevelopment Agreement and First 
Amendment, Tucker is allowed to have on Parcel A, at Borough’s reasonable 
discretion, a dining area and a refreshment kiosk, to enhance the use and 

benefit of the Park in the public interest, upon construction of the public park 
(i.e. subsequent to the Borough’s and Tucker’s uses described above); and 

WHEREAS, Borough and Tucker have agreed to enter into a license 
agreement to construct the public park and then to establish the above said 
dining area and refreshment kiosk, for a term of not more than 24 years after 

the construction of the public park is completed, but commencing not later than 
the issuance of the Certificate of Completion for Phase I of the Licensee’s 
redevelopment project, in accordance with the Redevelopment Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, Borough is willing to grant to Tucker a non-exclusive license 
to allow adjacent designated restaurant tenants of Tucker, on a 25-foot wide 

portion of Parcel A (the “Dining Pad Area”); and 

WHEREAS, Borough is willing to exclusively grant to Tucker a license on 
Parcel A to locate one (1) refreshment kiosk type structure (“Refreshment Kiosk”) 

on Parcel A not to exceed an area of 200 square feet and with no dimension 
exceeding fifteen (15) feet and located within Parcel A.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council that 
it hereby approves and authorizes the execution of a License Agreement between 
the Borough and TDC Fort Lee, LLC for the land located at 183 Main  



Regular Meeting                                   October 8, 2015 
                                                             Page #17 

 
Street in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, 

referred to herein as Parcel A.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to execute any and all documents, including the License 
Agreement attached hereto in substantially similar form, subject to final review 
and approval by the Borough Attorney as to legal form and content. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky  

          
 
R-3 Approving and Authorizing Execution of Second Amendment to 

Redevelopment Agreement Between the Borough of Fort Lee and TDC Fort 
Lee, LLC and Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, LLP –  
Redevelopment of the West Parcel in Redevelopment Area 5 – NJDOT 

Permit  
No. S-67-N-0003-2012 

 
*Councilman Cervieri “Recused” and stepped away from the dais 
 

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Suh  
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SECOND 

AMENDMENT TO THE REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND TDC FORT LEE, LLC AND TUCKER 
DEVELOPMENT AND ACQUISITION FUND, LLP, FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT 

OF THE WEST PARCEL, LOCATED IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 
WHEREAS, on March 15, 2012, the Borough and TDC Fort Lee, LLC and 

Tucker Development Acquisition Fund, LLP (the “Redeveloper”) entered into a 

Redevelopment Agreement for the redevelopment of the Property for a mixed use 
project (the “Agreement”); and  

 

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2012, the Redeveloper obtain development 
approvals from the Borough Planning Board for the Property (the “Approvals”), 

which Approvals included the construction of a new street to be known as 
Central Avenue to be located between Lemoine Avenue, a State highway and 
Park Avenue; and  

 
WHEREAS, on December 2, 2013, the Borough and the Redeveloper 

entered into the First Amendment to the Agreement (the “1st Amendment”) 
regarding access to and construction of a public park on, the property shown on 
the Borough tax maps as Block 4851, Lot 5, located at 183 Main Street and 

identified as the “Rosenberg Property”; and 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation (the “NJDOT”) 

has issued a Street Intersection Permit, Permit Number S-67-N-0003-2012 (the 
“NJDOT Permit”) to the Borough for the right to construct, maintain and use 

access connecting to the State highway system under certain terms and 
conditions for the construction of Central Avenue; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the NJDOT Permit, the Borough is the permittee 
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and is required to execute the NJDOT Permit subjecting the Borough to 

the terms and conditions of the NJDOT Permit, which includes entering into a 
Developer Agreement with NJDOT; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Agreement and the Development Approvals, 
the Redeveloper has agreed to and is required to construct Central Avenue, 
including any costs associated therein; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Redeveloper agrees to assume all rights and obligations 

under the NJDOT Permit as it relates to the construction of Central Avenue to 
the satisfaction of the NJDOT and the Borough until such time as Central 
Avenue is dedicated to the Borough and accepted by the Borough as a public 

street after which the Borough will assume any remaining rights and obligations 
of the NJDOT permit; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Borough and Redeveloper have agreed to the terms and 

conditions of a Second Amendment to the Redevelopment Agreement which 

address the construction of Central Avenue and the terms and conditions 
associated with the NJDOT Permit as set forth therein.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council 
that it hereby approves and authorizes the execution of a Second Amendment to 

the Redevelopment Agreement between the Borough and TDC Fort Lee, LLC and 
Tucker Development Acquisition Fund, LLP for the redevelopment of the West 
Parcel located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to execute any and all documents, including the Second 
Amendment to the Redevelopment Agreement attached hereto in substantially 

similar form, to facilitate the implementation of the redevelopment of the West 
Parcel, subject to final review and approval by the Borough Attorney as to legal 
form and content. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  
 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky 

 
R-4 Amending Capital Budget 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2015 was adopted on the 

9th day of April, 2015; and 

 
 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget section, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following amendment(s) to the 

adopted capital budget section of the 2015 Budget be made: 
 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2015) 

 
             Capital             To Be 

                        Estimated      Improvement       Debt          Funded In 

     Total Cost       Fund          Authorized     Future Years 

  

     6,000,000 50,000   950,000    5,000,000 
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Total All Projects       6,000,000      50,000          950,000         5,000,000       

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2015-2020 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

      

 
                 Estimated Total    Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 

                      Cost            Year    Year      Year       Year     Year      Year 

                                     2015    2016      2017       2018    2019       2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Total All Projects        6,000,000      1,000,000 for each budget year “2015 – 2020”  

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2015-2020 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  

       Estimated     Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project           Total Cost    Improvement       General 

                                     Fund   

  

Total All Projects    6,000,000      300,000          5,700,000 

 

 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION) 
 

      Capital                      To Be 

Project       Project     Estimated    Improvement     Debt         Funded In 

       Number      Total Cost    Fund         Authorized     Future Years 

 

Various       #2015-2      1,247,000   12,350   1,234,650 

Improvements  

 

 

Total All Projects        7,247,000    62,350  2,184,650      5,054,462    

          

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2015-2020 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 
                           Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project        Project    Estimated   Estimated       Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 

                 #       Total Cost   Completion       Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year  

Various            Time 

Improvements   2015-2     1,247,000   2015            2015     2016    2017   2018   2019   2020 

          1,247,000          

 

Total All Projects        7,247,000        2,247,000 1,000,000 Each Year for 2016-2020 

 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2014-2019 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 

        

  Estimated Total Capital  Bonds and Notes 

Project        Cost          Improvement   General  

                               Fund            

 

2015-2       1,247,000      12,350   1,234,650           

 

 

Total All    7,247,000      312,350    6,934,650           

Projects 

 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this resolution 

be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of Local Government Services. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

           Cervieri 
 
At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich presented the “Fort Lee  
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Alzheimer’s Awareness and Support Week” Proclamation to Douglas Feltman, 

member of the Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce and the Mayor thanked him for 
his efforts.   
 

Douglas Feltman: "As the President of the Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce and 
also Home Helpers, we're really honored to present this whole week of 
Alzheimer's Awareness and Support. As many of you know, Alzheimer's is a real 

epidemic and there's no cure in sight yet, unfortunately. So we are hoping that 
by presenting to the families of the people suffering from Alzheimer's that maybe 

they will learn some of the tools that they will need to make their lives a little 
easier. And we're especially proud that Fort Lee will be joining a number of 
towns in the United States and around the World as a dementia friendly town. 

Thank you."    
 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – Reported that the Fort Lee Film Commission is sponsoring 

"The Women of Fox" film festival in celebration of 100 years of Fox Studios. The 
next showing will be Sunday, October 11th. The series continues on 
December 6th and December 20th.  

 
 He reported that on October 24th at the Fort Lee Historic Theater, there 

will be a showing of "High Tor".  
 
 He reported that on November 14th, the Sinatra Centennial Festival will 

begin with the showing of "Robin and the 7 Hoods" at the Fort Lee Historic Park 
Museum.  
 

 He reported that there will be a Frank Sinatra sing-off at the GW Grill on 
November 7th and the finalist will be chosen on November 21st also at the GW 

Grill. The winner will perform at the Film Commission's Annual Awards dinner 
and Sinatra Centennial birthday party on December 12th at In Napoli.  
 

Councilman Sohmer – Reported that the Fire Department answered 1300 calls 
so far this year. He stated that anyone interested in becoming a volunteer 

Firefighter to please contact the Chief's Office at 201-592-3500. 
 
 He reported that the Fort Lee Historic Jitney Tour will take place on 

Sunday, November 1st; sign up is the day of the event from 9 am - 11 am at the 
Fort Lee Film Commission table in the Farmer's Market. For further information, 
call 201-693-2763.  

 
 He reported that the Fox Centennial Exhibit at the Fort Lee Museum is 

through the end of the year.  
 
 He reported that our Farmers' Market is open through November 22nd at 

the Plaza in front of the Community Center.  
 

 He congratulated Eric Salgado on his retirement.  
 
 He reminded everyone to come out to vote. 

 
Councilman Suh – Reminded everyone that on October 30th and 31st, many 
children will be out for Halloween and to please drive safely. 

 
Councilman Sargenti – Requested that everyone please be safe for Halloween 

and that drivers' exercise even more caution. 
 
 He reminded everyone to please come out and vote. 
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Councilwoman Kasofsky – Reported that this Saturday morning is the Annual 

Health Fair at the Jack Alter Community Center. 
 
 She reported that the Library has the Manhattan Lyric Opera performing 

this Sunday at 2 pm.  
 
 She reported that October 21 and 22 are the first two Alzheimer's 

seminars in the Library. 
 

Councilman Cervieri – Reported that Friday, October 14 at 11 am at the Police 
Headquarters is their annual Police retirement ceremony. 
 

 He reported that on Wednesday, October 21st at 7:30 pm at the Jack Alter 
Community Center the United Home Owners of Fort Lee are sponsoring the Fort 

Lee Council and Mayoral debates. 
 
 He reported that on Friday, October 30th, there will be an early Halloween 

party at the Richard Nest Adult Activity Center at 12:30 pm. 
 
 He reminded everyone that Tuesday, November 3rd is Election Day and the 

polls are open from 6:00 am - 8:00 pm. 
 

 He reported that many children and adults dress in dark outfits for 
Halloween. Since Police Department has arm bands and reflective lights, he 
suggested people obtain and use them to be visible. 

 
 
Mayor Sokolich - Reported that the Clerk mentioned that the Borough Clerk's 

Office will be open until 9:00 pm on Tuesday, October 13th to distribute and 
accept Voter Registration forms. This is the last day to register to vote in the 

November 3rd election. 
 
 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 
and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion. 
 

Speaker     Subject    Response 
 
Terry Russo   *Trap, Neuter, Return   Mayor Sokolich  

2200 N. Central Road  "TNR" - feral cats    
        

     *Animal Control person  Mayor Sokolich 
 
Nina Levinson  *Extended agendas  Mayor Sokolich 

1560 West Street  available sooner 
 

    *Adaptive traffic light   Mayor Sokolich 
 
    *New Park    Mayor Sokolich 

 
Lisa Reid   *"TNR"    Mayor Sokolich 
Fairview, NJ 

 
Jason Manus  *Extended agendas available 

3 Horizon Road  sooner with the website  
    directing public to "dropbox" 
     

 



Regular Meeting                                   October 8, 2015 
                                                             Page #22 

 
 

    *Feral cats are dangerous Mayor Sokolich 
    to natural wildlife 
 

Lisa Reid   *"Unsocialized" cats, not  Mayor Sokolich 
Fairview, NJ  feral and TNR to reduce 
    the numbers 

 
Nina Levinson  *No cats resulting in the  Mayor Sokolich 

1560 West Street  Plague during Dark Ages 
 
Nieves Pimienta  * Best Practices   Mayor Sokolich and 

1010 Old Bergen Blvd.      Administrator Restaino 
 

    *Potholes    Mayor Sokolich and  
         Councilman Cervieri 
    

 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman Suh, 
seconded by Councilman Cervieri, and there being no further discussion, the 

meeting was adjourned with no objections at 8:49 p.m.  
 

 
 
 

 
________________________ 
Evelyn Rosario, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, November 12, 2015 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri  

 
 ALSO PRESENT: Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 
    Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 

    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

 
MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 
provided in the following manner: 
 

 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 
regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 

forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 

Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 
THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 
filed with the Borough Clerk 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUCEMENTS 

 
 "Good evening, everyone. Just a few preliminary thoughts. I, on a personal 
note, would like to extend my thanks to the electorate of Fort Lee. Election day 

was this past Tuesday and we were re-elected along with Joseph and Harvey. 
And I'm excited about it, and I say this often, that I still wake up in the morning 

and I sometimes say to myself I can't believe I've been bestowed the privilege of 
serving as the Mayor of the Borough of Fort Lee. And I think that's a good thing 
because I'll never, ever, take Fort Lee or its electorate for granted; and I will 

continue to work as hard as I possibly can to make sure that we are the most 
progressive, the most safe and just a fantastic municipality, and I think we're 
beginning to become recognized as such and we're very, very proud of that. So to 

the Borough of Fort Lee, I am grateful and thank you. To the folks who ran 
against us in this past election, I want to thank them as well for what I thought 

was a fair and honorable election. There was a free flow and a humane exchange 
of ideas and I'm grateful for that as well.  
 

 "Having said that, as everyone knows, yesterday was Veteran's Day and 
you may rest assured that Fort Lee was busy at all four of its corners. We had a 

wonderful celebration at Borough Hall yesterday, sponsored by our VFW, where 
several hundred folks attended. It was a very heart-warming reception; there 
were some very thoughtful and kind words that were said, and it was really a 

wonderful celebration. At two o'clock was a very large celebration sponsored by 
Fort Lee High School, and in particular Fort Lee High School Student 
Government. Several years ago, a prior Superintendent started a "Field of 

Heroes" program where thousands, literally, thousands of flags are displayed at 
the front lawn of Fort Lee High School; and it's pretty cool because there's a 

slope to that front lawn so you get a pretty good picture of all the flags, 
especially at night. We bring in lighting and make sure that they're properly 
illuminated as rules and regulations associated with the American Flag would 

require. So at two o'clock, we also had an assembly inside the Fort Lee High 
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School Theater. It was attended by several dignitaries. We were fortunate to have 

County Executive Director Jim Tedesco, Joan Voss, Freeholder, Assemblyman 
Gordon Johnson, several Council folks. I bring it up because it was a fantastic 
day. It truly was. And there were some truly heartfelt thoughts that were 

provided. I will tell you from my own personal experience, it's amazing what the 
County of Bergen and the Executive and the Freeholder Board are doing to 
improve the quality of life of Veterans here in Bergen County. There's an 

initiative to create a Veteran's Hospital or a section of our existing hospital, 
County Hospital, to devote to Vets, which I think is a fantastic initiative. There 

was also conversation about over 200 Vets were homeless at the beginning of his 
administration and that number has been cut by I believe 70%. It was fantastic 
to hear and good work. And I'm glad that Veteran's Day brought everybody out. 

 
 "This past Halloween was also a very busy day in Fort Lee. I bring these 

events up because you know in the past we didn't have much on Halloween, 
now we have great events. We had a fantastic, fantastic event; I want to do a 
shout out to Randi Raskin and her multiple volunteers. I thought the event at 

the dog park which was attended by hundreds of folks, and their dogs, not only 
dog lovers; we had a great time. There were contests, the dog park, there were 
costumes. There were costume contests, there were 50/50s, there were tricky 

trays, there was food, there was coffee. It was a great time and frankly nobody 
wanted to leave; what was supposed to last an hour, lasted several. A few hours 

later, our BDA sponsored an event right on Main Street. And I can tell you that I 
would venture a guess that over 1,000 folks, at one point or another, traversed 
this area right at the entrance to the Municipal Lot, right next to the Post Office, 

where there was free candy and drinks and face painting for the kids. I myself 
went to CVS and bought probably about another 100 bags of candy because 
there were so many folks that attended. I'm bringing it up because it's critically 

important to me that this enthusiasm, this new found enthusiasm, about Fort 
Lee continues to be contagious. And folks are now coming out of the woodwork, 

they're sponsoring these events, Randi is one of those examples, the BDA and 
those folks are another, so there's a new enthusiasm here in Fort Lee. It's pride 
in ownership, it's pride in community and I think that's only going to get much, 

much greater.  
 

 "Which brings me now to the next great event we have coming up in Fort 
Lee, and I don't want to steal these announcements from the council, but this 
one I am somewhat responsible for. When we first started this administration, 

we had a holiday tree lighting that was attended to by about 50 folks and a jug 
of hot chocolate, which has now morphed into a Holiday Tree Lighting that 
pushes upwards of 4,000 people attending. We have a 35 foot tree, there's going 

to be rides, I believe a Ferris wheel this year. I'm not supposed to say it, I hope I 
didn't screw up the surprise, there's going to be food, bon fires. Some towns 

have events like "First Night", this is our Holiday Tree Lighting and we'll be 
advertising it more and more. Al, December 2, I believe? 3, it's December 3rd and 
the rain date is the 4th, so we're excited about that. Having said that, I'm done 

with my reports. Thank you again to Fort Lee and we can get on with our 
Agenda."       

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 5, 2015 Executive 
Session, Meeting were approved. 

 
 Abstained: Councilman Cervieri 

  
On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman Cervieri, and 
carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 12, 2015, Regular Session 

Meeting were approved. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 5, 2015, Executive Session 
Meeting were approved. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 19, 2015, Executive Session 
Meeting were approved. 

  
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman Cervieri, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 2, 2015, Executive Session 
Meeting were approved. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 16, 2015, Executive Session 

Meeting were approved. 
 
 Abstained: Council Members Sargenti and Cervieri 

 
 
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman Cervieri, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 7, 2015, Executive Session 
Meeting were approved. 

 
 Abstained: Council Members Pohan and Suh 
 

 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ord. #2015-24  -- “Bond Ordinance Providing for Various Capital 
Improvements in and by the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, 

New Jersey, Appropriating $600,000 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance 
of $570,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost 
Thereof. ” (Public Hearing – December 17, 2015)  

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2015-24 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 

APPROPRIATING $600,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$570,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE 
COST THEREOF.” was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 
The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 17, 2015. 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

 Cervieri 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ord. #2015-21  -- “An Ordinance of the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee Amending the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 3 
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.”  
 

On Motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. # 

2015-21 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AMENDING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR 
REDVELOPMENT AREA 3 PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A 40A:12A-1ET SEQ.”  
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There being no further public discussion, the public hearing was closed  

 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky. 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

    Cervieri 
 
Ord. #2015-22 -- “An Ordinance of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee Amending Chapter 289 Parking, Article IV Parking Meters, 
Municipal Parking Lots, and Permit Parking, Section 15 Parking Meter 

Zones; Violations and Penalties of the Code of the Borough of Fort Lee”   
 
On Motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti 

and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. # 2015-22 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING 

METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS, AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 15 
PARKING METER ZONES; VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES OF THE CODE OF 

THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.”  
 
Public Comments: 

 
1. Douglas Sugarman – 2100 Linwood Avenue, Asked if this ordinance 
included meters on Linwood Avenue and Lewis Street. 

 
Mayor Sokolich responded and stated it does not included meters on Linwood 

Avenue, this ordinance pertains to the meters on the west side of Bigler Street 
beginning at a point 250 feet north of Main Street and continuing south to Main 
Street. 

 
 There being no further public discussion, the public hearing was closed 

on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

    Cervieri 
 

 
Ord. #2015-23 -- “Bond Ordinance Providing for Various Capital 
Improvements in and by the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, 

New Jersey, Appropriating $1,247,000 Therefor and Authorizing the 
Issuance of $1,234,650 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of 

the Cost Thereof.” (Public Hearing – November 12, 2015 
 

 

On Motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. # 2015-23 
entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY 
OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $1,247,000 THEREFOR AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,2324,650 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.”  
 

There being no further public discussion, the public hearing was closed  
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on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  

 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
    Cervieri           

 
PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing 

was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-21. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 

having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 

 
ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 
Current          $13,633,216.39 

Capital                                                     520,914.50 
Road Improvement Plan                                     n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                          n/a 

Construction Fees                                         n/a 
COAH Fees                                                   n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                       3,556.50 
Trip Admissions                                                     2,959.00 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                                    38,061.92 

Special Dog Account                                      n/a 
Centennial Fund                                           n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                                 n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                               n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                       n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                                 644.00 
Community Development                                      n/a 
Redemption Account                                          239,565.90 

School Resource Account                                    n/a 
Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                      n/a 

POAA                                                        n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                          n/a 
Police Treasury                                              42,803.10 

Police Justice                                                1,000.00 
Trust Developers – Bank of New Jersey                                  16,931.23  

Unemployment Compensation                             n/a   
 
Total:                                           $14,499,652.54 

 
CA-2  Approving Full Membership Application for Scott A. Abascal, Fire Co. 
#1   

 
The full membership Firefighter application for Scott A. Abascal for Fire 

Company # 1 was approved.  
 
CA-3  Accepting Retirement Notice – Police Captain Stanley Zon, Effective  

December 1, 2015 
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BE IT RESOLVED that Police Captain Stanley Zon of the Police 
Department, has submitted a retirement notice dated November 2, 2015, and 
the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Captain Zon’s retirement will be 

effective December 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.    

 
CA-4  Accepting Retirement Notice – Police Lieutenant Thomas 

Provenzano, Retroactive to November 1, 2015 
 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Police Lieutenant Thomas Provenzano, of the 
Police Department, has submitted a retirement notice dated October 14, 2015, 

and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Lieutenant Provenzano’s retirement 

notice will be effective retroactive to November 1, 2015 with the Borough of 
Fort Lee.    
 

CA-5  Accepting Retirement Notice – Police Officer Michael Gerardo, 
Effective December 1, 2015 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that Police Officer Michael Gerardo of the Police 

Department, has submitted a retirement notice dated November 2, 2015, and 

the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Detective Gerardo’s retirement will be 

effective December 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.    
 

CA-6  Accepting Retirement Notice – Police Officer Douglas Cabler, 
Effective December 1, 2015 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that Police Officer Douglas Cabler of the Police 
Department, has submitted a retirement notice dated November 4, 2015, and 

the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Detective Cabler’s retirement will be 

effective December 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.    
 
CA-7   Authorize Fall Seasonal Positions within Various Departments – 

Effective  October 22, 2015 – December 31, 2015  
 

WHEREAS, fall seasonal positions exist with various departments and the 
Mayor and Council have determined that these positions must be filled,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be appointed to the positions 

and rates of compensation indicated with the various departments:  
 
Name:   Department:    Hourly Rate: 

  
Eric Jaikissoon  Community Center (Supervisor)   $12.00  

 

Devin Sokolich Parks Department    $11.50  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of appointments are 
part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of October 22, 2015 through  
 

December 31, 2015.   
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CA-8  New Jersey Department of Transportation Centerline Markings, No  

Passing Zones – “Route NJ 5” 
 
     WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) recently 

completed a traffic investigation on Route 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
     WHEREAS, NJDOT investigation revealed the current centerline pavement 

markings on Route 5 meet and conform to current design standards; and 
 

     WHEREAS, NJDOT will update existing records to reflect current No Passing 
Zone conditions along NJ Route 5; 
 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, in the State of New Jersey, that it 

supports the use of a “No Passing Zone” on Route 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee 
as recommended by NJDOT. 
 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of the Resolution shall be 
forwarded to NJDOT as requested. 
 

CA-9  New Jersey Department of Transportation Centerline Markings, No  
Passing Zones – “Route NJ 63” 

 
     WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) recently 
completed a traffic investigation on Route 63 in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
     WHEREAS, NJDOT investigation revealed the current centerline pavement 
markings on  

Route 63 meet and conform to current design standards; and 
 

     WHEREAS, NJDOT will update existing records to reflect current No Passing 
Zone conditions along NJ Route 63; 
 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, in the State of New Jersey, that it 

supports the use of a “No Passing Zone”  on Route 63 in the Borough of Fort Lee 
as recommended by NJDOT. 
 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of the Resolution shall be 
forwarded to NJDOT as requested. 
 

 
CA-10 New Jersey Department of Transportation Centerline Markings, No  

Passing Zones – “Route NJ 67” 
 
     WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) recently 

completed a traffic investigation on Route 67 in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 

     WHEREAS, NJDOT investigation revealed the current centerline pavement 
markings on  
Route 67 meet and conform to current design standards; and 

 
     WHEREAS, NJDOT will update existing records to reflect current No Passing 
Zone conditions along NJ Route 67; 

 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, in the State of New Jersey, that it 
supports the use of a “No Passing Zone” on Route 67 in the Borough of Fort Lee 
as recommended by NJDOT. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of the Resolution shall 

be forwarded to NJDOT as requested. 
 
CA-11 Authorizing Increase in Bid Threshold Pursuant to Division of Local  

Government Services 
 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN THE BID THRESHOLD 

FOR PURCHASE OF GOODS AND SERVICES 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal corporation 

of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, established in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

  
WHEREAS, under New Jersey law, contracting units are permitted to 

increase their public bid threshold from $36,000.00 to $40,000.00 under certain 

circumstances; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3(a), authorizes a contracting unit to increase 

its bid threshold to $40,000.00 if the contracting unit’s purchasing agent is 
designated as a “Qualified Purchasing Agent” and has been granted the 

authorization to negotiate and award contracts below that bid threshold; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-5 et seq. establishes the criteria for designation 

of a purchasing agent as a Qualified Purchasing Agent; and 
 
WHEREAS, Administrative Purchasing Consultants serves as the 

Borough’s Contract Administrator and Maureen Holtje has been designated as a 
Qualified Purchasing Agent in accordance with the requirements of the Director 

of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department of Community 
Affairs pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:34-5 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Authority deems it in its best interests and necessary for 
its efficient operations to implement the increased public bid threshold;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

 
1. That, as a result of the designation of Maureen Holtje of 

Administrative Purchasing Consultants as a Qualified Purchasing Agent by the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department of 
Community Affairs, the Borough’s public bid threshold is hereby increased to 

$40,000.00 or such larger amount as may be subsequently designated by the 
Governor of the State of New Jersey, in consultation with the New Jersey 
Department of the Treasury, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3(c); 

  
2. That any Qualified Purchasing Agent as may be employed by the 

Borough is hereby authorized to negotiate contracts without public bidding up 
to the public bid threshold of $40,000 or such larger amount as may be 
subsequently designated by the Governor of the State of New Jersey, in 

consultation with the New Jersey Department of the Treasury, pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3(c); 

  

3. That, if at any time, such Qualified Purchasing Agent is unable to 
exercise the authority, responsibility and accountability of the Borough’s 

purchasing function, the Borough’s bid threshold shall be reduced to the 
statutory bid threshold level not requiring qualified purchasing agent status, 
until such time as a qualified purchasing agent is able to assume the 

purchasing functions;  
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4. That a copy of this resolution shall be maintained in the offices of 

the Borough Clerk and made available for public inspection; and   

  
5. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

 
 

CA-12 Dedication by Rider – Donation Trust for Memorial Trees & Benches 
 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION 

BY RIDER FOR DONATIONS FOR MEMORIAL TREES AND BENCHES 
REQUIRED BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 
WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received 

by a municipality when the revenue is subject to reasonably accurate estimates 
in advance; and 
 

WHEREAS, NJS 40A:5-29 provides for receipt of donations as bequests 
and gifts by the municipality to provide for the operating costs to administer this 

act; and, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated 

from the Donation Trust for Memorial Trees and Benches are hereby anticipated 
as revenue and are hereby appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is 
dedicated by statute or other legal requirement: 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 

1. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of the Director 

of the Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures of the 
Donations Trust for Memorial Trees and Benches under N.J.S.A 40A:4-

39 
2. The Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, is hereby 

directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 
 
CA-13 Authorize Electronic Grant Application Submission “BIKE-2016- 

Hudson Terrace Bicycle Safety Impr-0054”, NJ Department of 
 Transportation 

Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant contract with the   
New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Borough of Fort Lee Hudson 

   Terrace Bicycle Safety Improvements Bikeways Project. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council for the 

Borough of Fort Lee formally approves the grant application for the above stated 
project. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby  
Authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as  
BIKE-2016-Hudson Terrace Bicycle Safety Impr-00054 to the New Jersey  

Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby  
Authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee and 
that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the  

Grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 
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CA-14 Authorize Submission of Treatment Works Approval (TWA) 
Application – NJ Department of Environmental Protection; 1636 Kaufers 
Lane 

 
WHEREAS, Kaufer Lane Associates LLC received approval for the 

construction of an 18-story multi-family apartment building  located at 1636 

Kaufers Lane (Block 4355, Lots1, 12, 20-23); and 
 

WHEREAS, the project’s estimated sewage generation is in excess of 8,000 
gallons per day and therefore requires a Treatment Works Approval (TWA) from 
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP); and 

 
WHEREAS, Neglia Engineering Associates and Boswell McClave 

Engineering has reviewed a Treatment Works Approval Application prepared by 
Costa  Engineering Corporation  on behalf of Kaufer Lane Associates LLC; and 
 

WHEREAS, the submission of the TWA requires consent by the Governing 
Body, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, consents to the 

submission of a Treatment Works Approval application to the NJDEP for the 
subject project and authorizes the Mayor or Borough Administrator to execute 
same. 

 
CA-15 Authorize Submission of Treatment Works Approval (TWA) 
Application – NJ Department of Environmental Protection; 69 Main Street 

 
WHEREAS, 69 Main Street Fort Lee Urban Renewal Associates, LLC 

Associates LLC received approval for the construction of an 140unit residential 
building  located at 69 Main Street(Block 4355, Lots13, 17, 18 & 19); and 
 

WHEREAS, the project’s estimated sewage generation is in excess of 8,000 
gallons per day and therefore requires a Treatment Works Approval (TWA) from 

the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP); and 
 

WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering has reviewed a Treatment Works  

Approval Application prepared by PSS&S LLC, on behalf of 69 Main Street Fort 
Lee Urban Renewal Associates LLC; and 
 

WHEREAS, the submission of the TWA requires consent by the Governing 
Body, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, consents to the 

submission of a Treatment Works Approval application to the NJDEP for the 
subject project and authorizes the Mayor or Borough Administrator to execute 

same. 
 
CA-16 Authorize Change Order No. 3, J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc., 

1575 West Street, Fort Lee, NJ 07024 – Upgrades Lower Main Street 
Project - $0, No Change in Contract Amount 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee that 
the following Change Order be approved: 

 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:    Construction of Upgrades to the Lower  

Main Street Pumping Station and Force  

Main 
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ENGINEER:                     Boswell McClave Engineering 
      330 Phillips Avenue 
      South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 

       
CONTRACTOR:                  J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc. 
                               1575 West Street 

                               Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

CHANGE ORDER #’S:            Change Order No. 3 
 
COST OF CHANGE ORDERS        $ 0 

 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: $ 4,979,336.00 

 
NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT:         No Change in Contract Amount 
 

NATURE OF CHANGES:           Adjusted Quantities 
                             
CAPITAL ACCOUNT #            N/A 

 
 

CA-17 Approving Change Order No. 2 – “Architectural Services – Barrymore 
Film Center & Museum” H3 Hardy Collaboration Architecture, LLC., 902   
Broadway, New York, New York – Coordinate and design various Utility    

Services, $19,800.00 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER (#2) TO THE 
CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING 

/ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FOR THE PROPOSED JOHN BARRYMORE 
MUSEUM 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to H3 Hardy Collaboration 

Architecture, LLC (“H3”) to perform a study and concept design services for the 
Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum as part of the Eastern Parcel for  
 

Redevelopment Area 5; and 
 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the completion of the study and concept design 

services, H3 submitted a proposal on February 18, 2015 providing for schematic 
and design development, preparation of bid specifications and drawings, and 

construction administration services for the planned John Barrymore Museum; 
and 
 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough awarded a contract to H3 for the performance of 

engineering/architectural services on a phase-by-phase basis, including as 
Phase 1 the provision of drawings and specifications to the redeveloper that are 
specific enough for the redeveloper to fix and install utility lines related to the 

delivery of power, data/telephone, water, fire protection water, gas and waste 
water for the John Barrymore Museum; and 
 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough authorized a change order in the amount of $40,000.00 to H3’s 

contract for the provision of structural design and analysis services of the 
curved lobby stairs for the Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum as part 
of the Eastern Parcel for Redevelopment Area 5; and 
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 WHEREAS, there is a need to coordinate the design of the planned John 
Barrymore Museum for electric power service, natural gas service, domestic 
water service, sewer service, and fire protection water service, and the design for 

the various utility services, metering, and transformer installation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Kallen & Lemelson Consulting Engineers, LLP (“K&L”), in its 

position as a sub-contractor to H3, submitted a proposal, dated September 28, 
2015, for the additional design and utility coordination services; and   

 
 WHEREAS, H3 has requested compensation for the additional services to 
be performed, including K&L’s proposal, in the amount of $19,800.00 in order to 

provide the additional design and utility coordination services; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that sufficient funds are 
available to authorize a change order to the contract with H3 for the additional 
design and utility coordination services for the planned John Barrymore 

Museum; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization of Change 

Order #2 to the contract with H3 to provide additional design and utility 
coordination services by K&L in the amount of $19,800.00 is necessary for its 

efficient operations;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
 1. That Change Order #2 in the amount of $19,800.00 is hereby 

authorized to the contract for provision of additional design and utility 
coordination services in accordance with the provisions of the Local Public 

Contracts Law.   
 
 2. That the Chief Financial Officer certifies that funds are available for 

the change order for the provision of additional design and utility coordination 
services for the planned John Barrymore Museum. 

 
 3. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an amendment to 
the contract with H3 in the amount of $19,800.00 for a total contract amount 

not to exceed $283,800.00. 
 
 4. That a copy of this resolution and proposal from DeSimone shall be  

maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and made available for public 
inspection.   

 
 5. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 

CA-18 Accepting Donation of Firefighting Foam and Authorizing Execution 
of Agreement with the County of Bergen 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATION OF FIREFIGHTING FOAM AND 
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF 

BERGEN REGARDING THE TERMS THEREOF 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Bergen operates the Bergen County Law and 

Public Safety Institute (the “Institute”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the New York City Fire Department (“FDNY”)has removed from 
service 7,820 gallons of National Foam Kidd brand firefighting foam concentrate, 
(“Firefighting Foam”) that is past its shelf life and has thus exceeded its 

operational life for firefighting purposes; and  
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WHEREAS, the City of New York (“the City”), acting by and through the 

FDNY, has agreed to donate the Firefighting Foam to the County for use by the 
Institute for training purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Board of Chosen Freeholders, by 
Resolution No. 1198-15, adopted on October 14, 2015, authorized the County to 
share the donated Firefighting Foam with the Borough of Fort Lee for training 

purposes, subject to availability and the terms set forth in an “AGREEMENT TO 
SHARE DONATED FIREFIGHTING FOAM CONCENTRATE,” (the “Agreement”) 

annexed hereto as Exhibit A; and  
 
WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has  

determined that it is in the best interest of the residents and taxpayers of  
The municipality to accept the donation of the Firefighting Foam for training 

purposes, subject to the terms and conditions set forth in the Agreement, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 
 

1. The recitals set forth above are incorporated into the body of this 

resolution as if set forth at length herein. 
 

2. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby accepts the donation from the County of 
Bergen of the Firefighting Foam as set forth above, subject to the terms of 
the Agreement annexed hereto as Exhibit A.  

 
3. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an Agreement with the  

County of Bergen in the form annexed hereto as Exhibit A, together with 

any other documents necessary to complete the above contemplated 
transaction. 

 
CA-19 Authorize 2015-2016 Renewal Liquor License # 0219-44-035-006 
“Rana N. Kiritkuma”, Pocket License - Special Ruling 12:39 Granted for 

Two License Terms 2015-2016 and 2016-2017  
 

A Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Liquor License  
No. 0219-44-035-006 “Rana N. Kiritkuma” (Inactive License) Special Ruling 

N.J.S.A. 33:1–12.39; Granting 2 Years Licensing Terms 2015-2016 and 

2016-2017  
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that renewal of Plenary Retail 
Distribution License be granted to Rana N. Kiritkuma, license number 0219-44-

035-006 effective July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the State of New Jersey, Department of Treasury, 

Division of Taxation has provide Tax Clearance Certificate for said license. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Director of the Division Alcoholic Beverage Control 
has reviewed the Special Ruling (N.J.S.A. 33:1-12.39) petition submitted by 
Rana N. Kiritkuma and has considered all the facts and circumstances related 

to the inactive status of this license and has determined that the licensee has 
established good cause in accordance with the statutory requirements to 
warrant an application for renewal of license number 0219-44-035-006 for the 

2015-2016 AND 2016–2017 license terms. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the license be and is hereby renewed for the licensing 
period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 
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CA-20 Authorize Liquor License # 0219-33-048-017- Person to Person & 

Place to Place Transfer – From “Musso Café” to “Jung H. Lee – Plan J. 
Inc.”, “1638 Schlosser Street” 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person to person and place 
to place transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-048-017, 
heretofore issued to Musso Café, Inc. (Pocket License) with a mailing address of 

799 Abbott Boulevard, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07424; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the 
transfer fees have been paid, and the license has been properly renewed for the 
current license term; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all 

standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations 
promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions 
consistent with Title 33; and 

   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority reviewed 
the source of all funds used in the purchase of the license and the licensed 

business and all additional financing obtained in connection with the licensed 
business; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance certificate for person 
to person transfer from the State of New Jersey, Department of the Treasury, 

Division of Taxation, Trenton, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building Inspector, 

Fire Inspector and Police Department, 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing Body 
does hereby approve the person-to-person/place-to-place transfer of the aforesaid 
Plenary Retail Consumption License to Plan J. Inc. (Jung H. Lee) at 1638 

Schlosser Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 effective November 16, 2015 
and does hereby direct the Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate as 

follows: “This license, subject to all of its terms and conditions, is hereby 
transferred to Plan J. Inc. (Jung H. Lee) to premises located at 1638 Schlosser 
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024.”   

 
CA-21 Award of Professional Services Contract – Todd W. Braisted, 569 
Holly Court, Mahwah, NJ 07430 – “A Nest of Tories” National Park Service’s 

Battlefield Preservation Grant – Not to Exceed $10,000.00 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
  

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to retain a the services of an entity with a special 
expertise to perform descriptive research and production of written material and 

a study related to A Nest of Tories: the 1781 Battles of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 

are original and creative in character in a recognized field of artistic endeavor, 
pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6) and N.J.A.C. 5:34-1.1 

et seq.; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ  
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professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may 
determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Todd W. Braisted 
to perform such professional services in accordance with its proposal, dated 
September 29, 2015, attached hereto; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Todd W. Braisted possesses the requisite expertise and 

extensive training experience required to provide the professional services 
required by the Borough to perform descriptive research and production of 
written material and a study related to A Nest of Tories: the 1781 Battles of Fort 

Lee; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for the 
performance of professional services by way of descriptive research and 
production of written material and a study related to A Nest of Tories: the 1781 

Battles of Fort Lee in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional services will be performed by Todd W. 

Braisted at a cost of $10,000, which amount is below the threshold of $17,500 
under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., 
and, therefore, the contract is exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey 

Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has determined that 
funds are available for this purpose, and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of a 
contract to Todd W. Braisted for the provision of professional services for the 

performance of descriptive research and production of written material and a 
study related to A Nest of Tories: the 1781 Battles of Fort Lee is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

 1. That Todd W. Braisted shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional services by way of descriptive research and production of written 
material and a study related to A Nest of Tories: the 1781 Battles of Fort Lee in 

accordance with his proposal, dated September 29, 2015, attached hereto and 
made a part hereof. 

 
 2. That the Mayor is authorized to execute an agreement with Todd W. 
Braisted for the services, and directed, in accordance with the provisions of 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1. 
 
 3. That Todd W. Braisted is specifically placed on notice that it will be 

required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in accordance 
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. and a copy of this Resolution 
and the contract are to be filed and available for inspection at the offices of the 

Borough. 
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 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on 

motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky.  The 
Consent Agenda was approved on the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
  Cervieri 

 
RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 Execution Developer’s Agreement – Borough of Fort Lee and Hossam 
Amin, Premier Developers, LLC, 154-158 English Street  

 
*Mayor Sokolich not present during this portion of the meeting.  Council 
President Sohmer presided over this portion of the meeting. 

 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 

the following resolution:   

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  

FORT LEE  APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE 
DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
AND HOSSAM AMIN 

 
     WHEREAS, on August 11,2015, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of Adjustment 
(“ZBA”) granted approvals to Premier Developers, LLC (the “Developer”) for 

development of five (5) single family townhouses story on property known as 
Block 4354, Lots 4 and 5, also known as 154-158 English Street (the 

“Property”); and 
 
     WHEREAS, on August 11, 2015, the  ZBA adopted a resolution 

memorializing the approval, which was subject to the Developer entering into a 
Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
     WHEREAS , a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the Borough 
Attorney and is attached hereto, and 

 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby approve and 

authorize the execution of the Developer’s Agreement with the Developer. 
 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be filed in 
the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
           Cervieri 

 
 
R-2 Execution Developer’s Agreement – Borough of Fort Lee and Premier 

Developers, LLC, 150 Cedar Street 
 

*Mayor Sokolich not present during this portion of the meeting.  Council 
President Sohmer presided over this portion of the meeting. 
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Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Suh seconded, the 

following resolution:   
 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE  
DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND 
PREMIER DEVELOPERS, LLC 

 
WHEREAS, on July 15, 2015, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of Adjustment 

(“ZBA”) granted approvals to Premier Developers, LLC (the “Developer”) for 
development of four (4) single family townhouses on property known as Block 
4353, Lot 5, also known as 150 Cedar Street (the “Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on August 11, 2015, the ZBA adopted a  resolution 

memorializing the approval, which was subject to the Developer entering into a 
Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 

WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the Borough 
Attorney and is attached hereto. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby approved and 

authorize to the execution of the Developer’s Agreement with the Developer.   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be filed in 

the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

           Cervieri 
 
R-3  Execution Redevelopment Agreement – Border Urban Renewal 

Company, LLC Redevelopment Area 8 – US Routes 1-9 and 46 and South of 
Main Street 

 
*Mayor Sokolich not present during this portion of the meeting.  Council 
President Sohmer presided over this portion of the meeting. 

 
Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following resolution:   

 
 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING BORDER URBAN RENEWAL COMPANY, LLC AS 
REDEVELOPER AND APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF 
A REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH BORDER URBAN RENEWAL 

COMPANY, LLC, FOR PROPERTY KNOWN AS TAX BLOCK 3557, LOTS 4, 5, 
6, 7 & 8  LOCATED IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 8 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to a resolution adopted on March 12, 2015, the 

Borough, in accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 

Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “Local Redevelopment 
and Housing Law” or the “LRHL”), designated a certain assemblage of lots within 
the Borough of Fort Lee, constituting approximately 0.73 acres, as non-

condemnation area in need of redevelopment, known as Redevelopment Area 8; 
and 

 
 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 8 is located in the westernmost portion of 
the Borough to the south of I-95 and directly west of US Routes 1-9 and 46 and 

south of Main Street and is comprised of Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8 in Block 3557 (the  
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“Property”); and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2015-16 adopted on August 20, 
2015, the Borough approved the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 8; 

and 
 
 WHEREAS, Border Urban Renewal Company, LLC (the “Redeveloper”) is 

the owner of the Property; and  
  

WHEREAS, the Redeveloper, through an affiliate entity, V&R Developers 
Inc., has successfully completed other residential projects in the Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough believes that the redevelopment of the Property in 
the manner proposed by the Redeveloper is in the vital and best interests of the 

community and promotes the health, safety, morals and welfare of the 
Borough’s residents and is in accord with the public purpose and provisions of 
the Redevelopment Law and all other Applicable Laws; and  

  
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in the best interest of 
the community for it to enter into a redevelopment agreement with the 

Redeveloper for the purposes of facilitating the redevelopment of the Property 
and to specify each parties’ respective rights and obligations for the effectuation 

of the goals and objectives of redevelopment of the Property; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that it hereby approves and authorizes the execution of a 
redevelopment agreement with Border Urban Renewal Company, LLC, c/o V&R 
Developers Inc., 2050 Center Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 as redeveloper 

for the redevelopment of Tax Block 3557, Lots 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8 located in 
Redevelopment Area 8. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to execute any and all documents, including the 

redevelopment agreement substantially consistent with the form of agreement 
attached hereto, to effectuate the completion and implementation of this project, 

subject to final review by Borough counsel as to legal form and content. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  

           Cervieri 
 
R-4 Amending Contract With Tim Donohue, Esq., of Arleo, Donohue &  

Biancamano, LLC as Special Legal Counsel for the Borough with Regard to  
the Port Authority of NY-NJ Toll Lane Diversions from the GWB Access 

Points Located in the Borough – $10,000.00 (Total Contract Price 
$135,000.00) 
 

*Mayor Sokolich not present during this portion of the meeting.  Council 
President Sohmer presided over this portion of the meeting. 

 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following resolution:   

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT OF THE PROFESSIONAL LEGAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT WITH TIM  
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DONOHUE, ESQ., OF ARLEO, DONOHUE & BIANCAMANO, LLC AS 
SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL WITH REGARD TO THE PORT 
AUTHORITY OF NY-NJ TOLL LANE DIVERSIONS 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution duly adopted at a 
public meeting, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) 

awarded a contract to Tim Donohue, Esq., of Arleo, Donohue & Biancamano, 
LLC (“Donohue”) to perform such professional legal services, on behalf of the 

Mayor in his official capacity in an investigation presently being conducted by 
the United States Attorney for the District of New Jersey and a joint committee 
of New Jersey Assembly and New Jersey Senate in connection with the events of 

September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and NJ’s toll lane 
diversions from the George Washington Bridge access points located in the 

Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasions, pursuant to resolutions duly adopted at 

public meeting of the Borough, amendments to the contract with Donohue were 
authorized by the Borough due to the inclusion of Donohue’s representation of 
the Chief of Police and the number of other investigations of the toll lane 

diversions requiring additional services to be performed by Donohue; and 
 

 WHEREAS, such legal services to the Borough as Special Legal Counsel 
are recognized as “professional services” as same shall be rendered by persons 
authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is 

regulated by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge of 
an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged formal course of 
specialized instruction and study, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-2(6) and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1); and  
 

WHEREAS, the contract, including previously authorized amendments, is 
for an amount not to exceed $125,000 for document review and examination of 
the underlying issues in the investigations of the United States Attorney for the 

District of New Jersey, a joint committee of the New Jersey Assembly and New  
 

Jersey Senate, and internal investigations by the Governor’s Office and the Port 
Authority of NY and NJ; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Donohue requested in a proposal, dated March 12, 2015, that 
the Borough consider an additional increase in the contract amount as a result 
of having to represent members of the governing body and additional employees 

of the Borough who may be called as witnesses in the various investigations and 
the substantial amount of additional documents requiring review and 

investigation in order to remain up-to-date with the simultaneous investigations; 
and 
 

 WHEREAS, the requests by the United States Attorney for the District of 
New Jersey to interview members of the governing body and additional 

employees of the Borough who have information relevant to these investigations 
and may wish to consult with counsel have exceeded the work reasonable 
anticipated by Special Counsel in preparing the initial estimate for his services; 

and 
 

WHEREAS, Donohue has requested that the Borough authorize an 

additional $10,000 above the initial authorization, as amended, on the same 
terms and billing rates previously approved; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, based upon the advice of the Borough Attorney, 
wishes to authorize an amendment to the contract for special counsel services 

by Donohue to increase the spending cap by the amount of $10,000 for a total 
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contract amount of $135,000, on the same terms and billing rates previously 
approved in connection with the various investigations of events of September 9-
13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and NJ’s toll lane diversions 

from the George Washington Bridge access points located in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, on the recommendation of the Borough 

Attorney, is desirous of amending the contract for professional legal services 
with Donohue in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 
be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Donohue possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide such professional legal services; and  

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 

  
WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Donohue to provide professional 

legal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open process in accordance with 

the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract with Donohue for professional 
legal services is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 
this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That an amendment to the contract governing the performance of 

professional legal services by Donohue as Special Counsel in connection with 
those legal matters which may arise from, in connection with or in relation to, 
the events of September 9-13, 2013, with regard to the Port Authority of NY and 

NJ’s toll lane diversions from the George Washington Bridge access points 
located in the Borough, is hereby authorized consistent with Donohue’s request 

for an increase in compensations. 
 
 2. That the Council President is hereby authorized to execute an 

amendment to contract with Donohue as Special Counsel, for an additional 
amount not-to-exceed amount of $10,000. 

 
 3. The contract, as amended, shall expressly state that said Donohue 
shall be obligated to provide notice to the Borough when Special Counsel’s 

invoicing reaches 80% of the not-to-exceed amount if the firm believes additional 
funds will be necessary, and the Borough shall have no liability for payment of 
funds in excess of the not to exceed amount; and 

 
 4. That a notice of this contract amendment shall be published, and this 

resolution must be available for public inspection, in accordance with the 
requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required.         
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 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
           Cervieri 

 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Pohan – Reported that on this Saturday, November 14th, at the 
Palisades Interstate Park Historic Museum Theater, there will be a showing of 

"Robin and the 7 Hoods" with Frank Sinatra. Doors open at 7:00 p.m., the film 
starts at 7:30. 
 

 He reported that on Saturday, December 12th, to mark the birthday 
centennial of Frank Sinatra, the Film Commission will host a fund raising 

dinner at In Napoli Restaurant.  
 
 He reported that the Film Commission is sponsoring "The Women of Fox" 

films to celebrate 100 years of Fox Studios, which was originally established in 
Fort Lee. The series continues on December 6th and December 20th at The Palace 
Theatre on Broadway and 175th Street. 

 
Councilman Sohmer – Thanked the people of Fort Lee for re-electing his 

colleagues, Joseph Cervieri and Mayor Mark Sokolich, and him. 
 
 He reported that the Fire Department answered 1450 calls so far this year. 

He stated that anyone interested in becoming a volunteer Firefighter to please 
contact the Chief's Office at 201-592-3500 extension 1013. 
 

 He reported that the Fort Lee Museum has a Fox Studio exhibit. The 
hours are Saturday and Sunday from 12:00 - 4:00 and Wednesday nights from 

7:00 - 9:00. Contact Tom Meyers to arrange group tours. 
 
 He commented about the Field of Heroes and was very impressed with the 

Fort Lee High School students and the band.  
 

Councilman Suh – Congratulated the Mayor and Councilmen Cervieri and 
Sohmer on their re-election. 
 

 He thanked the retiring Police Officers for their years of service. 
 
 He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  

 
Councilman Sargenti – Congratulated and thanked the retiring Police Officers. 

 
 He thanked the people of Fort Lee for coming out on election day for the 
support of our candidates. 

 
 He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  

 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – Congratulated Mayor Sokolich and Councilman 
Cervieri and Councilman Sohmer on their re-election. 

 
 She reported that the Health Department has flu shots available. Please 
call them to make an appointment. 

 
 She reported that in continuing with Frank Sinatra's 100th birthday, the 

Library will have "The Frank Sinatra You Never Knew" presented by Mel Glazer 
on Sunday, December 8th. 
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 She commented that the "Sinatra Sing-off" is a fabulous event and 

everyone should attend it. 
 
 She wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 
Councilman Cervieri – Thanked the people of Fort Lee for their support in 
coming out and voting everyone back into office.  

 
 He congratulated the retiring Policemen. 

 
 He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

Mayor Sokolich - Reported that we have other projects in the works, such as 
the Parking Deck, other initiatives and the Spray Parks. 

 
 He also reported that the Tree Lighting begins at 6:30 p.m. with music 
and the events start at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

 The Mayor and Council wished Councilman Sohmer a happy birthday. 
 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 

and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion. 
 
Speaker     Subject    Response 

Terry Russo   *Congratulated the Mayor Mayor Sokolich 
2200 N. Central Rd & Council on their re-election thanked her  

 
     *TNR of feral cats   Mayor Sokolich and 
         Councilman Cervieri 

      
Lisa Reid   *TNR of feral cats   Mayor Sokolich    

Fairview, NJ        
 
Carole Kathie  *Issues related to her  Mayor Sokolich  

1 Liberty Place  residence     
 
Douglas Sugarman *Commended the Borough Mayor Sokolich 

2100 Linwood Avenue employees     
 

Gregory Lee   *Application to drive for   Mayor Sokolich 
326 Howland Avenue Babe's Taxi 
Englewood, NJ  

 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman 

Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasfsky, and there being no further 
discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no objections at 8:58 p.m.  
 

 
 
________________________ 

Evelyn Rosario, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 @7:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, Memorial Municipal 

Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
  

 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Al Restaino, Borough Administrator 

    Evelyn Rosario, Borough Clerk 
    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

 
MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 
Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in the following manner: 

 
 1.  On January 1, 2015, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of 

regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this meeting was accurately set 
forth therein. 
 

 2.  On January 2, 2015, a copy of said schedule was posted at 309 Main 
Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said schedule was e-mailed to 
THE RECORD, mailed to the JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and 

filed with the Borough Clerk 
 

3.  On November 23, 2015 a change in scheduled meeting time was e-
mailed to the Record and The Jersey Journal and posted on the Borough Hall 
bulletin board at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ. On the same date, the notice 

was posted to the Borough website.   
 
  

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUCEMENTS 
 

 "Good evening everyone. Welcome to the regularly scheduled  December 
17, 2015 meeting of the Fort Lee Mayor and Council. Just a few thoughts this 
evening before we get started with our promotions and the balance of the 

Agenda. As every single person in this room knows, Fort Lee recently suffered 
the loss of, I got to tell you, over the course of the last 40 or 50 years one of our 

most important folks, an incredible community activist, someone who probably 
had an impact and touched each and every one of, if not almost everyone, of the 
lives in this room. Kay Nest passed away. It was a very respectful funeral and 

ceremony for her. I wanted to just take an opportunity to have everyone keep 
Kay in their thoughts tonight. She was an incredible proponent of emergency 
services in Fort Lee. She was incredibly supportive of our Police Department so I 

think it is only fitting that our first meeting after her passing in fact have 
promotions in it. With that I ask for a moment of silence please so we can all 

remember Kay. [Moment of silence.] Thank you. I'm sure there will be many 
different ways that we recognize Kay. There's already been commemorative 
dances at the Senior Center for her and a lot of you might say that's not a big 

deal; to her it would have been an immense deal. It was great. It was about Kay 
and we sat around the table who danced, who laughed, who cried; talked about 

all of our memories and experiences with Kay. I'm happy to report and have 
been provided with the authority to tell you as we have already that our Senior 
Activities Center, right next to us, will be renamed in the very near future to be 
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the Richard and Kay Senior Activities Center, which we all so very excited about. 

As all of you know, Kay spent a large part of her life and devoted much of her 
community commitment to the betterment of the seniors here in the Borough of 
Fort Lee. And I'm sure that you will be hearing a little bit more about Kay during 

the course of the night. One other item to report on: once again Fort Lee outdid 
itself on December 3, we had a phenomenal, phenomenal  Holiday Tree Lighting 
ceremony. I remind everybody of the story, eight years ago when I first became 

Mayor, it was about 20 of us, an igloo filled with hot chocolate and a Charlie 
Brown Christmas Tree. We've now morphed this into a 35 foot tree, bonfires, 

Ferris wheels, DJs, life-size Christmas ornaments, Christmas Villages and about 
3,700 people in a good mood. And that's almost impossible to do. It's something 
that continues to get bigger and better. We're becoming known for our holiday 

festivities here in Fort Lee and I think that's important because it establishes 
camaraderie, it gives us an excuse to get together and as I've been saying it 

establishes Fort Lee as the best Community in Bergen County. There. I said it. I 
mean it. And I hope all of you believe it; I'm sure you do. With that, that's it by 
way of a Mayor's Report and Announcements. I'm trying to be brief so we can get 

to the promotions."     
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 21, 2014 Special Meeting 
were approved. 
  

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, and 
carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 12, 2015, Regular Session 
Meeting were approved. 

 
POLICE PROMOTIONS 

RESOLUTIONS  
 
R-1 Police Captain  Patrick Kissane 

 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, the 

following Resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

that Lieutenant Patrick Kissane be promoted to the rank of Police Captain 
with an effective date of December 17, 2015; and  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion will be certified by the 
New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be at a salary outlined in the 

P.B.A. Contract.   
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky  

 
R-2 Police Sergeants: Michele Morgenstern, Robert Tilton and Howard 
Ginsburg 

 
Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

that the following Police Officers be promoted to the rank of Police Sergeant, 
with an effective date of December 17, 2015:   

 

Police Officer Michele Morgenstern  
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Police Officer Robert Tilton 
 

Police Officer Howard Ginsburg 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these promotions will be certified by the 

New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be at a salary outlined in the 
P.B.A. Contract.   
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky  
  

POLICE STATEMENT BY POLICE CHIEF KEITH BENDUL 

 
“Thank you for your time and allowing us to have this ceremony tonight. 

 
 "Fort Lee is fortunate to have a Mayor and Council that are committed to 
public safety.  On behalf of the department members, I again thank you for your 

support. 
 

"Tonight’s ceremony is occurring because of the vacancies created by the 

retirements of a Captain, two Lieutenants and Detectives of the past months. 
 

"It is with great pride that I serve our community as Chief of Police.  The 
department has been in a state of transformation over the past three years due 
to retirements and hiring replacement officers.  There is a high level of 

excitement, energy, and passion within the police department. 
 

"Law Enforcement is changing dramatically to meet the demands of our 

society.  Officers have to be the protector and the warrior against terrorism while 
a moment later we need to be Community Policing. 

 
"However, before I begin that portion of the ceremony I would like to take 

an opportunity to present five Officers with their detective shields." 

 
He asked Police Officers Nicholas Mircovich, Armando Gherghetta, John 

Bakas, Dennis Conway and Jay Makroulakis to come forward.  He read their 
biographies and Presented them with their Detectives Badges.  

 

Nicholas Mircovich 
Armando Gherghetta 

John Bakas 

Dennis Conway 
Jay Makroulakis 

 
 Police Chief Keith Bendul read biography of Michele Morgenstern-Byrnes 
and asked her to come before the Mayor and Council for her swearing in. 

 
 Mayor Sokolich administered the oath of office and swore Michele 

Morgenstern-Byrnes in as Police Sergeant.  Mrs. Morgenstern-Byrnes’s mother 
Jacqueline Morgenstern and niece Gianna held the bible; her husband Hanover 
Township Police Officer Michael Byrnes pinned the badge. 

 
 Police Chief Keith Bendul read biography of Robert Tilton and asked him 
to come before the Mayor and Council for his swearing in. 

 
 Mayor Sokolich administered the oath of office and swore Robert Tilton in 

as Police Sergeant.  Mr. Tilton’s wife Deana Tilton, and his daughters Brianna 
and Heather, his mother Deanna and grandson Zachary held the bible; his son 
Union County Sheriff’s Officer Anthony Tilton and his father retired Rahway 

Police Chief Edward Tilton pinned the badge. 
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Police Chief Keith Bendul read biography of Howard Ginsburg and asked him to 

come before the Mayor and Council for his swearing in. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich administered the oath of office and swore Howard 

Ginsburg in as Police Sergeant.  Mr. Ginsburg’s daughter Carley, held the bible 
(Mrs. Ginsburg is watching from home and watching from the audience is his 
wife, Jennifer); his father Morris Ginsburg pinned the badge. 

 
 Police Chief Keith Bendul read biography of Patrick Kissane and asked 

him to come before the Mayor and Council for his swearing in. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich administered the oath of office and swore Patrick Kissane 

in as Police Captain.  Mr. Kissane’s children Michael and Michele and his 
mother Margaret held the bible; his wife Stephanie pinned the badge. 

 
 

In closing, Police Chief Bendul stated “I can now say the every supervisor 

in the department has been promoted since Deputy Chief Ford and I began 
leading the department 
 

I want to thank my Command Staff:  Deputy Chief Ford, Captain 
Gallagher, Captain Zusi, and the newest member of the staff, Captain Kissane 

for their professionalism and dedication. 
 

I pledge to the people of Fort Lee, that we will serve each and every day to 

the best of our ability with passion and total commitment to improve safety and 
quality of life for our community. 
 

Thank you and God Bless America.” 
 

At this point in the meeting Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess. 
 

On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, 

a brief recess was approved and taken at 7:51 P.M. 
 

On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the meeting was reconvened at 8:01 P.M. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 

NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Ord. #2015-24  -- “Bond Ordinance Providing for Various Capital 
Improvements in and by the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, 

New Jersey, Appropriating $600,000 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance 
of $570,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost 

Thereof. ” 
 

On Motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. # 
2015-24 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY 

OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $600,000 THEREFOR AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $570,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.”  
 
Public Comments: 
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1. Nina Levinson – 1560 West Street – Asked what the Borough’s current 

bond debt was. 
  
Mayor Sokolich responded and stated that he would obtain the 

information and contact her tomorrow. 
 

There being no further public discussion, the public hearing was closed 

on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky. 
 

 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky  
     

 
PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing 
was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 

 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for which are 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby authorized to be paid, 

having been audited and found correct by the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 

ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 
Current          $7,477,986.95 

Capital                                                3,878,301.67 
Road Improvement Plan                                     n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                          n/a 

Construction Fees                                         n/a 
COAH Fees                                                   n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                       2,632.45  
Trip Admissions                                                    n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                                    30,125.47 

Special Dog Account                                       1,700.00 
Centennial Fund                                           n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                                 n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                               n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                       n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                                 300.00 
Community Development                                      n/a 
Redemption Account                                           n/a 

School Resource Account                                    n/a 
Dedicated Penalties (Fire Prevention)                      n/a 

POAA                                                        n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                          n/a 
Police Treasury                                               n/a 

Police Justice                                              77,289.45 
Trust Developers – Bank of New Jersey                                  14,375.91  
Unemployment Compensation                             n/a   

 
Total:                                           $11,709,501.97 

 
CA-2 Approving Firefighter Jr. Auxiliary Membership Applications for 
Anthony S. Piccinich, Fire Co. 4 and Jason J. Ren, Fire Co. 3 

 



Regular Meeting                                   December 17, 2015 
                                                              Page #6 

 
The Jr. Auxiliary membership Firefighter application for Anthony S. Piccinich for 

Fire Company # 4 and Auxiliary Firefighter membership application for Jason J. 
Ren for Fire Company # 3 were approved. 
  

CA-3 Authorize Hiring Winter Seasonal Employees; Recreation Department 
 

WHEREAS, Winter seasonal positions exist with the Recreation 

Department and Community Center and the Mayor and Council have 
determined that these positions must be filled,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel (available in the Office of 

the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the positions and rates of compensation 
indicated with the various departments; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of appointments are 

part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of January 1, 2016 through 

March 31, 2016.   
 

 

CA-4 Authorize Hiring Various Winter Seasonal Employees; Community 
Center and Stage Events  

 
WHEREAS, Winter seasonal positions exist with the Community Center, 

Stage Events Staff and the Mayor and Council have determined that these 

positions must be filled,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel (available in the Office of 
the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the positions and rates of compensation 

indicated with the various departments; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of appointments are 

part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of January 1, 2016 through 
March 31, 2016. 

 
CA-5 Authorize Hiring Various Per Deim Employees; Emergency Medical 
Services 

 
WHEREAS, there are Emergency Medical Technician vacancies in the Fort 

Lee Ambulance Corps, and the Mayor and Council have determined that these 

vacancies must be filled, 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired as part-time 
Emergency Medical Technicians with the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps:  

 
  Ashley Carlino 

  Justine Cruz 
  Linda Herrera 
  Michael Kraus 

  Erick Robert 
  Michael Torres  
 

, with an effective date of December 21, 2015.  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional pending 
certification from the New Jersey Civil Service Commission.  These positions (s) 
shall be at an hourly wage of $19.47 per hour, not to exceed 19 ½ hours per 

week.   



Regular Meeting                                    December 17, 2015 
                                                               Page #7 

 
CA-6 Accepting Retirement Notice – Police Officer Brett Howard 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that Police Officer Brett Howard of the Police 

Department has submitted a retirement notice dated November 12, 2015 and 

the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Police Officer Howard’s retirement will be effective 

retroactively to December 1, 2015 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 

 
CA-7 Authorize Purchase of Vehicles – Police Department, 
Cranford Police Cooperative Purchasing Program (ID # 47-CPCPS), Total 

Cost $191,325.00 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE 

OF VEHICLES FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT THROUGH 
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING CONTRACT 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
purchase five vehicles for use by the Borough’s Police Department in providing 

essential services to the citizens of the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and 

the regulations of the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs governing 
cooperative purchasing systems, N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.1 et seq., authorize the 
purchase any goods or services through a cooperative purchasing program 

without advertising for bids; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the vehicles are available for purchase, without the need for 
public bidding, pursuant to a the Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System (ID 
#47-CPCPS); and 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 

Borough authorized the execution of a Cooperative Pricing Agreement with the 
Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System enabling the Borough to purchase 
goods and services through the Cooperative; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant has recommended the 
purchase of five vehicles through the Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System 

at a cost of $38,265 per vehicle for total cost of $191,325; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization to 
purchase five vehicles for the Police Department through the Cranford Police 
Cooperative Pricing System is necessary for the continued efficient operations of 

the Borough in providing vital municipal services to its citizens; and 
 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with  the regulations of the New Jersey 
Department of Community Affairs, any purchase of goods or services pursuant 
to a cooperative purchasing program in excess of a public agency’s bidding 

threshold must be authorized by the governing body of the agency;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the purchase the five vehicles through the Cranford 
Police Cooperative Pricing System at a cost of $38,265 per vehicle for total cost 

of $191,325 be and is hereby authorized. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement with the Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System at a 
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cost of $38,265 per vehicle for total cost of $191,325 governing the terms of the 

purchase, subject to review by the Borough’s municipal attorney as to its terms. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution and a copy of any 

agreements necessary to consummate the purchase of the five vehicles shall be 
available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
  

 
CA-8 Authorize Purchase of Snow Plows – Department of Public Works,  

New Jersey State Vendor Contract # A88270, Van Dine’s Motors, Inc., 
Hackensack, NJ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE 

OF SNOW PLOWS FOR DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
TRUCKS THROUGH NEW JERSEY STATE VENDOR CONTRACT 

 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to 
purchase four snow plows for use by the Borough’s Department of Public Works 

in providing essential services to the citizens of the Borough; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 
authorizes, without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor, the 
purchase of any goods or services under any contract for such goods or services 

entered into on behalf of the State of New Jersey by the Division of Purchase and 
Property in the Department of the Treasury; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the snow plows are available for purchase, without the need 
for public bidding, pursuant to a State of New Jersey State Vendor Contract 

#A88270; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with  N.J.S.A. 5:34-1.7, any purchase of goods 

or services pursuant to State Vendor Contract must be authorized by the 
governing body of the public entity; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant has recommended the 
purchase of four snow plows through the State Vendor Contract for a total 

contract price of $19,180.00; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization to 

purchase four snow plows through the State of New Jersey State Vendor 
Contract #A88270 is necessary for the continued efficient operations of the 

Borough in providing vital municipal services to its citizens;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the purchase the four snow plows through the State of 
New Jersey State Vendor Contract #A88270 be and is hereby authorized. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement with the New Jersey State Contract Vendor – Van Dine’s 

Motors, Inc., Hackensack, New Jersey - governing the terms of the purchase, 
subject to review by the Borough’s municipal attorney as to its terms. 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution and a copy of any 
agreements necessary to consummate the purchase of the four snow plows shall 

be available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
  
CA-9 Authorize Award Non-Fair and Open Contract to Harrison Rand,  

Develop a Marketing Program to Brand Fort Lee 
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RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

  
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to retain a the services of an entity with a special 

expertise to develop a marketing program to build a reputation and brand for 
the Borough; and 

 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional services” as same 
are original and creative in character in a recognized field of artistic endeavor, 

pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6) and N.J.A.C. 5:34-1.1 
et seq.; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Harrison Rand to 

perform such professional services in accordance with its proposal that is 
attached hereto; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Harrison Rand possesses the requisite expertise and extensive 
training experience required to provide the professional services required by the 

Borough to develop a marketing program to build a reputation and brand for the 
Borough; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for the 
performance of professional services develop a marketing program to build a 

reputation and brand for the Borough in accordance with the procedures 
mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 

the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional services will be performed by Harrison Rand 

at a cost of $90,000, which amount is above the threshold of $17,500 under the 
New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, 
therefore, the contract is subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit 

Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Harrison Rand for the provision of 
professional services is pursuant to a “non-fair and open” process in accordance 
with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, 

Harrison Rand is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) days prior to 
the award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a 

Business Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 
reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the prior year, 
and that the contract will prohibit it from making any reportable contributions 

through the term of the contract; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, Stockholder 
Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity Disclosure Certificate have been 
submitted by Harrison Rand and shall be placed and maintained on file at the 

office of the Borough Clerk; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has determined that 
funds are available for this purpose, and 
 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of a 
contract to Harrison Rand for the provision of professional services to develop a 
marketing program to build a reputation and brand for the Borough is in the 

best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 
necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Harrison Rand shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional services, in accordance with Phase 1 and Phase 2 of its proposal, 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, to develop a marketing program to 
build a reputation and brand for the Borough. 

  
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a 
contract in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 between the 

Borough and Harrison Rand, providing for total compensation for the provision of 
professional services in accordance with its proposal to the Borough in the amount 

of $90,000.00, and further memorializing the scope of work and such other terms 
and conditions as may be necessary. 
 

 3. That Harrison Rand is specifically placed on notice that it will be 
required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in accordance 
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. and a copy of this Resolution 

and the contract are to be filed and available for inspection at the offices of the 
Borough. 
 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 

CA-11 Authorizing and Approving Execution of a Third Amendment –  
Borough of Fort Lee and 69 Main Street, Fort Lee Urban Renewal 
Associates, LLC 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A THIRD 

AMENDMENT OF THE AMENDED AND RESTATED DEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND 69 MAIN ST. 

FORT LEE URBAN RENEWAL ASSOCIATES LLC 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Assad Y. Daibes Memorial Foundation for 

Special Needs Urban Renewal, Inc.(f/k/a Assad Y. Daibes Memorial Foundation 
For Special Needs, Inc.) (“Daibes”) entered into an Amended and Restated 

Development Agreement, dated as of November 2, 2011, which changed the 
terms of an initial Development Agreement dated November 19, 2009; and a 
First Amendment to the Amended and Restated Development Agreement dated 

as of April 12, 2013 (collectively, the “Original Development Agreement”); and  

WHEREAS, the Borough, Daibes and 69 MAIN ST. FORT LEE URBAN 
RENEWAL ASSOCIATES LLC, a New Jersey limited liability company 

(“Developer”) entered into that certain Second Amendment, Assignment and 
Assumption of Amended and Restated Development Agreement dated as of 

September 3, 2015 (“Second Amendment”) pursuant to which Daibes assigned 
to Developer and Developer assumed from Daibes all of  Daibes’ right, title and 
interest in and to the Original Development Agreement, including Daibes’ 
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obligation to construct the Project on certain real property located in the 
Borough, as further set forth in the Second Amendment and Original 
Development Agreement.  The Original Development Agreement together with 

the Second Amendment hereafter collectively, the “Development Agreement”); 
and 

 

WHEREAS, under the Development Agreement, the Developer has agreed 
to construct a one hundred and forty (140) unit municipally sponsored 

affordable housing development project on certain real property located in the 
Borough, designated as Block 4355, Lots 17, 18 and 19 (the “Property”), which 
project was referred to in the Development Agreement as the “Revised Project” 

and hereinafter is referred to as the “Project”; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Second Amendment provided that along with construction 
of the Project, the Developer would undertake, at the Borough’s sole cost and 
expense, the widening of a portion of the Property’s frontage along Main Street 

(the “Main Street Widening”); and 
 
WHEREAS, due to requirements associated with the funding for the Main 

Street Widening, it has been determined that such work must be undertaken by 
the Borough and cannot be performed by the Developer as set forth in the 

Second Amendment; and  
 
WHEREAS, on or about September 3, 2015, the Developer acquired the 

Property; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Developer has conveyed to the County of Bergen a 

roadway easement over the Right of Way for the Main Street Widening; and 
 

WHEREAS, due to issues associated with the construction financing for 
the Project, the Developer has requested the Borough’s approval for the transfer 
of investor membership interests in Developer to Red Stone Fort Lee, LLC, a 

Delaware limited liability company, and Red Stone Equity Manager, LLC, a 
Delaware limited liability company (the “Transfer”); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough and Developer desire to enter into a Third 

Amendment for the purpose of setting forth their respective undertakings, rights 

and obligations in connection with the construction of the Project, all in 
accordance with applicable law and the terms and conditions of the Third 
Amendment as set forth therein. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen and State of New Jersey as follows: 
1. The Developer shall not undertake the construction of the Main 

Street Widening, which will now be constructed by the Borough.  

2. The Transfer is hereby approved. 
2. The Council authorizes and directs the Mayor and Borough Clerk to 

execute, on behalf of the Borough, the Third Amendment in substantially the 
form annexed hereto as Exhibit A, subject to the review and approval by the 
Borough Attorney. 

4. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized, empowered 
and directed to execute and deliver, on behalf of the Borough, such other 
documents and/or instruments as are necessary to effectuate the actions 

authorized herein.   

CA-12 Green Policies Implementation – Establishing Behavioral Policies  

for the Borough Employee Handbook 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
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LEE ESTABLISHING BEHAVIORAL POLICIES FOR THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK 

     WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, the following behavioral policies are hereby 
established and are made part of the Borough of Fort Lee Employee handbook: 
       

SECTION I COMPUTERS                                                                       
1. Turn off computers when not in use, including overnight.                                         

2. Set each workstation to automatically power down after five minutes of 
inactivity.                                                                                                       
This can be done by either:                                                                                                           

a. In control panel settings, change display related to the screensaver power 
options to initiate sleep mode after 5 minutes. Moving the mouse will 

automatically revive the computer.                                                                                                                                           
b. In control panel, select power options and choose to turn off the display after 
three minutes and to put the computer to sleep after five minutes. 

 
     SECTION II PRINTERS AND COPIERS                                                                                                    
1. As much as possible, print as little as possible and minimize the use of hard 

copy documents. Distribute information in electronic formats when possible.  
Revise documents on screen instead of printed drafts. Save important emails 

and documents as digital files instead of hard copies.                                                                                                 
2. Use timers to automatically turn off printers and copier on a set schedule 
appropriate to their use or turn off at the end of the work day.                                                            

3. Print in black and white instead of color. When printing to a copier this option 
is under properties.                                                                                                                                 
4.Use inkjet instead of laser printers to save energy when possible.                                                                   

5. Print and copy double-sided. Copier defaults have been set to duplex settings.                                                                                                             
6. Reuse paper with one side of print as scarp paper before recycling.    

   
 SECTION III - LIGHTING                                                                                                          

1. For evenings and weekend, turn off all lights when staff leave building at the 

end of the work day.                                                                                                                                       
2. Keep lights off whenever a room is not in use.                                                                                            

3. To the extent feasible, automatic sensors will be installed in municipal 
facilities. 
     

SECTION IV- HEATING/COOLING                                                                                          
1. Set thermostats to be several degrees warmer in the summer and several 
degrees cooler in the winter.                                                                                                                            

2. Adjust thermostats to minimize heating and cooling while buildings are not in 
use over evenings, weekends, and holidays.                                                                                                            

3. Install an automatic thermostat to regulate temperature based on time of day 
and schedule of occupancy.       
 

CA-13 Green Policies Implementation – “No Idling” 
 

Resolution of the Borough of Fort Lee  
“No Idling”  

 

WHEREAS, emissions from gasoline and diesels-powered vehicles 
contribute significantly to air pollution, greenhouse gases, ozone formation, fine 
particulates; and  

 
        WHEREAS, numerous scientific studies have found links between 

exposure to fine particles and health effects including premature death, and  
increased incidents of asthma, allergies, and other breathing disorders; and  
        

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency has  
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classified diesel exhaust as likely to be carcinogenic to humans; and  

 
       WHEREAS, vehicle idling occurs in locations (e.g. school grounds, parking 
lots, distribution centers, strip malls, construction sites, business centers, etc.) 

where New Jerseyans can be exposed to concentrated sources of air pollutant 
emissions; and  
 

        WHEREAS, asthma is a significant public health concern in New Jersey, 
especially among children (up to 25% of New Jersey's school-age children are 

asthmatic) and the elderly; and  
 
        WHEREAS, the reduction of fine-particle emissions from diesel engines 

could also prevent 16,000 new asthma cases annually and save $770 million to 
$10 billion in health care and related costs in the State; and 

 
        WHEREAS, for every gallon of gasoline used, the average car produces 
about 20 pounds of carbon dioxide (CO2), the largest contributor to greenhouse 

climate change, with one-third of greenhouse gas emissions coming from the 
transportation sector; and 
 

   WHEREAS, petroleum-based gasoline and diesel fuel are nonrenewable 
fuels and should be used wisely and not wasted; and  

 
        WHEREAS, idling is not generally beneficial to a vehicle's engine because it 
wears engine parts; and  

 
        WHEREAS, idling more than 10 seconds uses more fuel and emits more 
pollutants than turning an engine off and on again; and 

 
         WHEREAS, current state law prohibits the idling of vehicles for more than 

three minutes and studies have shown that an anti-idling policy will save fuel, 
prolong engine life, and improve air quality. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey supports the 

adoption of a strong anti-idling policy by government agencies, schools, 
businesses, and other organizations by: 
 

1. Make enforcing existing violations and penalties under New Jersey's existing 
no-idling law a priority for all municipal Police Officers pursuant to C. 39:3-70.2 
and C. 26:2C-1; 

 
2. Encouraging any gasoline or diesel-powered motor vehicle to turn off their 

engines immediately at schools and off-site school related events to minimize 
exposure of children to vehicle emissions; 
 

3. Maintaining municipal vehicles to eliminate any visible exhaust and 
complying with the annual inspection requirement for those vehicles; 

 
4. Promote the widespread use of emission controls in construction contracts 
(for example, see the "Diesel Emission Controls in Construction Projects: Model 

Contract Specification" developed by the Northeast Diesel Collaborative); and 
 
5. Supporting broad education of the public about the health, environmental 

and economic impacts of idling and ways to reduce idling. 
 

CA-14 Authorize Award of Professional Services Contract to Professor  
Richard Koszarski Related to the Borough’s John Barrymore Museum, Not 
to Exceed $ 12,500.00 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 
PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES TO PROFESSOR RICHARD 

KOSZARSKI RELATED TO THE BOROUGH’S JOHN BARRYMORE MUSEUM 

 
WHEREAS,  the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) 

have determined there is a need for consulting services with regard to the 

Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum as part of the Eastern Parcel for 
Redevelopment Area 5; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and employ 

professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Borough may determine to 

be necessary for its efficient operation; and 
 

WHEREAS, services to provide technical advice and expertise with regard 
to the proposed theater/museum are recognized as “professional services” as 
these services are deemed to be original and creative in character in a recognized 

field of artistic endeavor, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
2(6); and 
 

WHEREAS, the services to be performed by the consultant are 
professional services and this contract is awarded without competitive bidding 

as a “professional service” pursuant to and in accordance with the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Professor 
Richard Koszarski to perform such professional consulting services in 
accordance with his proposal, attached hereto; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Professor Koszarski possesses the requisite expertise required 

to provide professional consulting services related to the Borough’s planned 
John Barrymore Museum; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional consulting services to Professor Koszarski 

in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution 
awarding contracts for “professional services” without competitive bidding and 
the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the professional consulting services related to the Borough’s 

planned John Barrymore Museum will be performed by Professor Koszarski for 
annual compensation in an amount not to exceed $12,500.00, as reflected in his 
proposal; and 

 
 WHEREAS, because the annual compensation to be paid to Professor 

Koszarski is below the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit 
Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., the contract is not subject to the 
provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and has 

determined that sufficient funds are available to award a contract for 

professional consulting services pertaining to the Borough’s planned John 
Barrymore Museum; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for professional consulting services 
related to the Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum is in the best 

interests of the Borough; and 



Regular Meeting                                    December 17, 2015 
                                                              Page #15 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this contract is 

necessary for its efficient operations;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. Professor Richard Koszarski shall be and is hereby appointed to 

perform professional consulting services related to the Borough’s planned John 
Barrymore Museum, in accordance with its proposal, attached hereto and made 

a part hereof. 
 
 2. The Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a contract 

between the Borough and Professor Koszarski, providing for annual compensation 
in an amount not to exceed $12,500.00, and further memorializing the scope of 

the services and such other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 
 
 3. A notice of the contract award shall be published, and this resolution 

must be available for public inspection, in accordance with the Local Public 
Contracts Law. 
 

 4. The Chief Financial Officer shall certify as to the availability of funds 
for this purpose. 

 
 5. No further action of the Borough shall be required.  
 

 
CA-15 Approving Change Order No. 3 – “Architectural Services” Barrymore 
Film Center & Museum” H3 Hardy Collaboration Architecture, LLC., 902 

Broadway, New York, New York – “Schematic Design Estimating  
Services”, $15,960.00 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER (#3) TO THE CONTRACT 

FOR 
THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING/ARCHITECTURAL 

SERVICES FOR THE PROPOSED JOHN BARRYMORE MUSEUM 
 
 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to H3 Hardy Collaboration 
Architecture, LLC (“H3”) to perform a study and concept design services for the 

Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum as part of the Eastern Parcel for 
Redevelopment Area 5; and 

 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the completion of the study and concept design 
services, H3  

 
submitted a proposal on February 18, 2015 providing for schematic and design 

development, preparation of bid specifications and drawings, and construction 
administration services for the planned John Barrymore Museum; and 
 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough awarded a contract to H3 for the performance of 
engineering/architectural services on a phase-by-phase basis, including as 

Phase 1 the provision of drawings and specifications to the redeveloper that are 
specific enough for the redeveloper to fix and install utility lines related to the 

delivery of power, data/telephone, water, fire protection water, gas and waste 
water for the John Barrymore Museum; and 
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WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the Borough 

authorized a change order in the amount of $40,000.00 to H3’s contract for the 
provision of structural design and analysis services of the curved lobby stairs for 
the Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum as part of the Eastern Parcel 

for Redevelopment Area 5; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted  

resolution, the Borough authorized a change order in the amount of $19,800.00 
to H3’s contract for the provision of additional design and utility coordination 

services for the Borough’s planned John Barrymore Museum as part of the 
Eastern Parcel for Redevelopment Area 5; and 
 

 WHEREAS, there is a need for the preparation of a schematic  
design estimate for all trades required for the planned John Barrymore Museum; 

and 
 
 WHEREAS, CCS International, Inc. (“CCS”), in its position as a  

sub-contractor to H3, submitted a proposal, dated December 4, 2015, for the 
preparation of a schematic design estimate; and   
 

 WHEREAS, H3 has requested compensation for the additional  
services to be performed, as included in CCS’s proposal, in the amount of 

$15,960.00 in order to provide the additional schematic design estimating 
services; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that sufficient funds are  
available to authorize a change order to the contract with H3 for the additional 
schematic design estimating services for the planned John Barrymore Museum; 

and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization of  
Change Order #3 to the contract with H3 to provide additional schematic design 
estimating services by CCS in the amount of $15,960.00 is necessary for its 

efficient operations;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council  
of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as 
follows: 

 
 1. That Change Order #3 in the amount of $15,960.00 is  
hereby authorized to the contract for provision of schematic design estimating 

services in accordance with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law.   
 

 2. That the Chief Financial Officer certifies that funds are  
available for the change order for the provision of schematic design estimating 
services for the planned John Barrymore Museum. 

 
 3. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an  

amendment to the contract with H3 in the amount of $15,960.00 for a total 
contract amount not to exceed $299,760.00. 
  

 4. That a copy of this resolution and proposal from DeSimone  
shall be maintained in the Borough Clerk’s Office, and made available for public 
inspection.   

 
 5. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 
 
Nina Levinson – 1560 West Street – Questioned CA-9, CA-12 and CA-15. 
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Mayor Sokolich responded to CA-9. Mayor Sokolich and Councilwoman 

Kasofsky responded to CA-12.  Mayor Sokolich and Councilman Pohan 
responded to CA-15 
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was closed on 
motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the Consent 
Agenda (items CA-1 through CA- 15, except CA-10 was removed for separate 

vote by Councilwoman Kasofsky) was approved on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 

 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

CA-10 Authorize Waiving Certain Fire Watch Program Fees, Mediterranean 
Towers West – 555 North Avenue 
 

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 
the following resolution:   
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND  
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  

      WAIVING CERTAIN FIRE WATCH PROGRAM FEES 
 

WHEREAS, Mediterranean Towers West (“MTW”) located at 555 North 

Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey has begun replacement of its Garage Sprinkler 
System (the “Project”); and  

 

WHEREAS,       pursuant to the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) Code 
Chapter 55 Section 28 entitled “Fire watch program”, MTW is ordered to employ 

a firefighter from the Borough’s Fire Department to watch over the Project for 
any potential fires or safety hazards; and 

 

WHEREAS,    on prior occasion, Fire Official Steven Curry notified MTW 
that pursuant to the Code fire watch services ordered for the benefit/protection 

of private property requires employment of one (1) firefighter for 14 days 24 
hours per day at a rate of $40.00 per hour, one (1) vehicle for 14 days 24 hours 
per day at a rate of $10.00 per hour, and that the administrative fee is 15%; and  

 
WHEREAS,   MTW’s President of the Board Andrea Hersh submitted a 

letter to the Mayor and Council requesting that the vehicle and administrative 

fees be waived; and 
 

WHEREAS,    the Borough has determined to waive the vehicle and 
administrative fees in an effort to help the residents of MTW save money as a 
result of the Project, without sacrificing safety; 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
1. That the vehicle fee and administrative fees for the Project are 

waived; 

 
2. That MTW is responsible for payment of one (1) firefighter for 14 

days 24 hours per day at a rate of $40.00 per hour totaling $13,440.00, for the 

firefighter’s service as fire watch of the Project. 
3.  Pursuant to Chapter 55 Section 28 of the Borough of Fort Lee Code, 

all payments shall be made within ten (10) days after service is provided and 
payments shall be made payable to the Borough of Fort Lee.  
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti  

            
 RECUSED: Councilwoman Kasofsky 

 

R-3 Authorizing Chief Financial Officer to Settle Various Interfunds  
Accounts  
 

Councilman Sargenti introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following resolution:   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE THAT THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER BE AND HE IS HEREBY 

AUTHORIZED TO SETTLE THE FOLLOWING INTERFUNDS: 
 

FROM   TO      AMOUNT 
ESCROW TRUST  CURRENT     $608 
CURRENT   POLICE ACTIVITY TRUST   $231 
CURRENT    REDEMPTION TRUST   $39 
CURRENT             FIRE PREVENTION – DEDICATED PENALTIES $4673 
CURRENT   OTHER TRUST FUND   $46 
CURRENT   COAH DEVELOPMENT FEES  $38358 
CURRENT   POAA TRUST     $72 
CURRENT   FORT LEE FILM COMMISSION  $20 
CURRENT   POLICE DONATION TRUST  $39 
CURRENT   POLICE SCHOOL RESOURCE TRUST`$92 
PARKS AND REC TRUST CURRENT     $4 
CURRENT  SENIOR CITIZEN ADVISORY COUNCIL TRUST $84 
CURRENT  ANIMAL LICENSE TRUST FUND   $39 
GENERAL CAPITAL FUND CURRENT     $627 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky  

  
R-4 Authorize 2015 Budget Appropriation Transfers 

 
Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following resolution:   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

that the following 2015 budget appropriation transfers are hereby made, 
pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, not less than two-thirds of the full membership of 
the Governing Body concurring: 

 
From     To 
Salary & Wage Adj.         Administration S/W                35,556.00 
 $300,000.00               Purchasing S/W                         8,263.00 
Elevator     Borough Clerk S/W                        82,238.00 
   30,000.00     Payroll/Date Processing S/W           5,219.00 
Communication/Disp. S/W  Collection of Taxes S/W                 91,694.00 
   75,000.00     Economic Development S/W          22,508.00 
Ambulance Corps S/W   Rent Leveling S/W                 4,459.00 
   40,000.00     Elevator S/W      12,287.00 
Police S/W     Fire Prevention S/W          67,800.00 
   31,170.00    Road Repair S/W          45,734.00 
Fire protection S/W   Public Buildings & Grounds S/W   28,701.00 
    30,000.00    General Services S/W     26,170.00 
I.T. S/W    Senior Citizens S/W     13,914.00 
   23,153.00    Community Center S/W     47,419.00 
Legal O/E    Cultural & Heritage S/W             7,451.00 
  150,000.00    Sewer System S/W               5,001.00 
Other Insurance O/E  Municipal Court S/W         24,909.00 
  200,000.00    Administration O/E          39,702.00 
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Const. Code/GRP Ins. O/E Mayor & Council O/E                11,100.00 
  150,000.00    Payroll/Date Processing O/E        1,184.00 
Fire Protection O/E   Collect. Of Taxes O/E       18,319.00 
    3,952.00    Board of Adjustment O/E               3,797.00 

Group Insurance                368,790.00 
Communications/Dispatching O/E   11,528.00  

        E. M. T. O/E                     3,670.00 
     Communications/Repair O/E         4,101.00 
       Parks & Playgrounds O/E                   3,614.00 
     Special Events O/E                  17,618.00 
         Municipal Court O/E        20,529.00                                           
 

Total:  $1,033,275.00          Total:                  $1,033,275.00  
 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Suh, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – No report 

   
 

Councilman Sohmer – No report 
   
 

Councilman Suh – No report 
 
 

Councilman Sargenti –  No report  
 

 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – No report 
 

 
Councilman Cervieri – Absent 

 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 
On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, 

and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion. 

 
 No public comments 

 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by Councilman 
Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, and there being no further 

discussion, the meeting was recessed until January 7, 2016 at 6:00 P.M., 309 
Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ 1st Floor Council Chambers. 

 
  
 

 
________________________ 
Evelyn Rosario, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 



 


