
REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                 Thursday, December 18, @6:30 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 3.  On November 24, 2008, a copy of said change in meeting 
date was sent to those listed in #2 above and posted in Borough 
Hall. 
 
 4.  On December 18, 2008, a copy of said change in starting 
time was sent to those listed in #2 above and posted in Borough 
Hall. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich had no report tonight. 
 
 

PERFORMANCE/PRESENTATION 
 

Junior Bridgemen Cheerleaders – Pee Wee/Varsity Division 
 
 Mayor Sokolich welcomed the Fort Lee Junior Bridgemen 
cheerleaders.  He stated that the cheerleaders have made the 
entire community very proud. 
 
 Certificates of appreciation were given out by Mayor Sokolich 
to the following Fort Lee Junior Bridgemen cheerleaders in the Pee 
Wee Division for their accomplishments in placing third in a 
recently conducted New Jersey State team competition. 
 
 Danielle Silver, Jamie Rosa, Yanize Lopez, Jacqueline 
McKenna, Vianna Episcopio, Ellie Schulman, Laura Koszer, Gia 
Busacco, Anita Pepaj, Trisha Sheth 
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A certificate of appreciation was given out by Mayor Sokolich 
to Hailey Klein, Fort Lee Junior Bridgemen Varsity Division 
cheerleader, for her accomplishment of placing first in a recently 
conducted New Jersey State individual dance competition.  
 
 The Pee Wee Division cheerleaders and Hailey Klein, 
individually, performed a cheer at tonight’s meeting. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 16, 
2008 Regular Meeting were approved.  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the November 6, 
2008 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 4, 
2008 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-45 -  Amending Chapter 296, Peddling and Soliciting 
– Eliminating Permit Requirement for Non-Commercial Canvassers and 
Solicitors and to Protect the Privacy of Those Residents and 
Property Owners Who Wish to Exclude Canvassers and Solicitors From 
Their Property 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-45 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 296, 
PEDDLING AND SOLICTING, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if there are height 
requirements for any signs posted by homeowners. 
 
 Councilman Pohan replied that any sign posted by a property 
owner cannot exceed 100 square inches. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
  
Ordinance #2008-46 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2006-46 – 
Establishing Titles, Salary and Salary Ranges for White Collar 
Employees, Schedule (A) – Establishing the Position of Deputy 
Chief Emergency Medical Technician 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-46 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE 
#2006-46 ESTABLISHING TITLES, SALARIES AND SALARY RANGES FOR WHITE 
COLLAR EMPLOYEES.” 
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 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-47 - Amending Chapter 163 “Building Construction” 
by Adding a New Article II, Public Safety Radio Amplifications 
Systems 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing relative to Ord. #2008-47 
“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE BY 
AMENDING CHAPTER 163 ENTITLED ‘BUILDING CONSTRUCTION’ TO ADD A NEW 
ARTICLE II PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO AMPLIFICATIONS SYSTEMS was tabled 
unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-48 - Amending Chapter 6, Ambulance Corps Stipend 
Program 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-48 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 6, AMBULANCE CORPS, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-49 -  Establishing Chapter 189, Administering the 
Placement and Maintenance of Clothing Bins 
 
 Mr. Grant offered a brief explanation of the Ordinance. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-49 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE CREATING AND ESTABLISHING 
CHAPTER 189, CLOTHING BINS, OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
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PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-18. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $9,514,495.39 
Capital                                          756,319.20 
Road Improvement Plan                            117,288.10 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                         64,991.12 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    5,119.60 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         63,510.11 
Special Dog Account                                  359.00 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                        73,910.98 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                    5,040.10 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,525.00 
Redemption Account                                42,492.14 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   16,734.93 
Police Justice                                    62,553.13 
 
Total:                                       $10,724,338.80 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Vito Jones  
for Fire Company #3 
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Vito Jones for Fire 
Company #3 was approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Firefighter Application for Shelley Gannes for  
Fire Company #3 
 
 The firefighter application for Shelley Gannes for Fire 
Company #3 was approved. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing the Hiring of Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department – Termination Date March 31, 2009 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 
date of January 1, 2009 and a termination date of March 31, 2009. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing the Hiring of Jason Jacoby, Robert DeVito and  
Nicholas Vanadium as Part-Time EMT’s for the Fort Lee Ambulance 
Corps - $16.45 Hourly 
 

WHEREAS, there are Emergency Medical Technician vacancies in 
the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps and the Mayor and Council have 
determined that this vacancy should be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Jason Jacoby, Robert DeVito, and 
Nicholas Vanadium be hired as part-time Emergency Medical 
Technicians with the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps, with an effective 
date of December 18, 2008; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional  
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of Personnel.  
This position shall be at the wage of $16.45 per hour, not to 
exceed 19.5 hours per week.                 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Six Month Maternity Leave for Kate Denis,  
Senior Clerk Typist - Effective December 22nd 
 

WHEREAS, Kate Denis, Senior Clerk Typist, has submitted a 
request, dated December 3, 2008, for a six-month leave of absence; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
granted her request, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the above request is hereby authorized 
with and effective date of December 22, 2008. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Hiring of John C. Klein and Liana M. Palladino 
as Public Safety Telecommunicator Trainees for the Police 
Department Communications Center, Grade 9, Step A – $36,723 
Annually 

 
WHEREAS, due to two vacancies in the Communications Center, 

the Mayor and Council have determined that these vacancies should 
be filled due to the emergency nature these absences have created, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that John C. Klein and Liana M. Palladino be 
appointed to the full time position of Public Safety 
Telecommunicator Trainee in the Communications Center, with an 
effective date of December 18, 2008; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these appointments shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department of  
Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $36,723, Grade 9, 
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Step A, pursuant to the Blue Collar Bargaining Unit Contract. 
 
 
CA-8 - Approving Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from  
Ginger Restaurant Inc., to Young J. Yim at 209 Main Street 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 
transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-013-011, 
heretofore issued to Ginger Restaurant, Inc. a New Jersey 
corporation for premises located at 209 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to 
Young Yim at 209 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 effective 
December 18, 2008 and does hereby direct the Municipal Clerk to 
endorse the license certificate to the new ownership. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Payment to Gotthold Paving, LLC, Edgewater, New  
Jersey for Emergency Repairs Made to a Collapsed Sewer on Fairview 
Lane - $6,430 
 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition existed to the safety and 
welfare of the public by the way of a collapsed sewer on Fairview 
Lane; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said repairs declared were of an extreme emergency; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
Department of Public Works, and the Supervisor of Sewers, Gotthold 
Paving was retained to make emergency repairs, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment in the amount of $6,430 
to Gotthold Paving LLC, PO Box 205, Edgewater, NJ 07020 for the 
repairs made; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified the availability of funds which is on file in the Office 
of the Borough Clerk and such funds were available under capital 
account #04-2150-55-2245-021. 
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CA-10 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Program Application for Barrier Free Curb Cuts and Various Road 
Improvements to 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th Street and the 
Surrounding Streets as Needed 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of 
$100,000 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort Lee for barrier 
free curb cuts and road improvements of blighted streets on 8th, 
9th, 10th, 11th and 12th Streets, and the surrounding streets in the 
Borough of Fort Lee for 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Acting Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby confirm endorsement of 
the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Prepare  
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for a Fence at Van Fleet 
Park 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State contract for:  
 
     . A Chain Link Fence for the Van Fleet Park Playing Field 
         
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Rejection of All Bids for Solid Waste and  
Recycling Services and Authorizing Rebid of Same 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AUTHORIZING THE REJECTION OF ALL BIDS FOR SOLID WASTE AND 
RECYCLING SERVICES IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for solid waste collection 
and disposal services and/or recycling services in the Borough; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee advertised and received 
bids for solid waste and recycling services, all in accordance 
with law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 6, 2008, bids were received from the 
following companies for solid waste and recycling services: 

 
1. Miele Sanitation Co., Inc., 60 Railroad Avenue, Closter, 

New Jersey;  
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2. Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc., 77 Brookside 
Place, Hillsdale, New Jersey;  

 
3. Interstate Waste Services, 200 Sterling Mine Road, 

Sloatsburg, New York; and 
 
4. Scuffy Carting, LLC, 80 Liberty Street, Passaic,  
  New Jersey  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that there was an 
inconsistency in the bid specifications concerning which party 
bears the responsibility for payment of the costs for disposal of 
solid waste to be collected in the Borough under the proposed 
contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 specifically provides a list 
of reasons justifying the rejection of all bids by a contracting 
unit to reject all bids, including that the contracting unit 
wishes to substantially revise the bid specifications for the 
services; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the all bids for the provision of solid waste 
collection and disposal services and/or recycling services in the 
Borough should be rejected pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 as the Borough intends to 
substantially revise the bid specifications for the services to 
eliminate any inconsistency as to the responsibility for payment 
of the costs for disposal of solid waste to be collected in the 
Borough under the proposed contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the all bids for the provision of solid waste 
collection and disposal services and/or recycling services in the 
Borough shall be and are hereby rejected pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the all 
bidders shall be returned in accordance with the requirements of 
the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and/or 
Purchasing Consultant be and are hereby authorized to prepare 
revisions to the bid specifications and immediately re-bid for the 
provision of solid waste collection and disposal services and/or 
recycling services in the Borough pursuant to and in accordance 
with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-13 - Approving Settlement Agreement and General Release in  
Litigation Entitled Judy A. DeFelippis and Dermot G. Benecke vs.  
Borough of Fort Lee et al. 
 
        A  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE APPROVING  
        THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND GENERAL RELEASE WITH  
        JUDY A. DEFELIPPIS AND DERMOT G. BENECKE  
 

WHEREAS, Judy A. DeFelippis and Dermot G. Benecke 
(“Plaintiffs”) have filed a cause of action in the Superior Court 
of New Jersey, Law Division, Docket No. L-4644-06 against the  
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Borough of Fort Lee, Peggy Thomas, Steve Curry and James Carney 
(“Defendants”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Defendants have determined and upon 
recommendation of the Borough’s Special Counsel Scarinci & 
Hollenbeck, LLC that it is in their best interest to settle this 
litigation; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Plaintiffs and Defendants have negotiated a 
settlement agreement and general release dated December 5, 2008 
(Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Plaintiffs and Defendants desire to enter into a 
settlement in accordance with the terms outlined in the attached 
Agreement, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
 

1. The terms of the Settlement Agreement and General Release 
as outlined in the attached Agreement are hereby approved 
by the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 
2. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes the Borough 

Attorney to execute the appropriate settlement documents 
having terms substantially similar to the terms outlined 
in the attached Agreement. 

 
 
CA-14 - Awarding Contract to East West Fire Apparatus Consultants  
Inc., Pleasantville, New York, to Assist in the Preparation of 
Specifications and to Review Bids for the Purchase of a Fire 
Department Foam Pumper Truck – $8,500 
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH   
        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
        EXTRAORDINARY UNSPECIFIABLE SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to retain a the services of an 
entity with a special expertise in fire equipment and apparatus to 
assist the Borough in preparing bid specifications and awarding a 
contract for the purchase of a new fire truck-pumper; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State Commission of Investigation issued a 
report in September 2008, detailing the questionable practices 
utilized by public entities in the procurement of fire equipment 
and apparatus, and the Borough desires to ensure that the 
procurement of a new fire truck-pumper is accomplished through a 
transparent and accountable public process open to all vendors of 
such equipment; and  
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “extraordinary 
unspecifiable services” as same are specialized and qualitative in 
nature requiring expertise, extensive training and proven 
reputation in a field of endeavor, pursuant to and in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(7); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
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 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of East 
West Fire Apparatus Consultants, Inc. (“Consultants”), to perform 
such extraordinary unspecifiable services in accordance with its 
proposal, dated November 7, 2008, attached hereto (available in 
the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Consultants possess the requisite expertise, 
extensive training and experience, and skilled personnel required 
to provide the extraordinary unspecifiable services required by 
the Borough to assist in the preparation of bid specifications and 
review of bids for the purchase of a new fire truck-pumper; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for 
services related to the procurement of fire equipment to 
Consultants in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “extraordinary unspecifiable 
services” without competitive bidding and the agreement between 
the parties must be available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Consultants at a cost of $8,500, which amount is 
below the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit 
Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 
contract is exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has 
determined and certified that funds are available for this 
purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of a contract to Consultants for the provision of services related 
to the procurement of fire equipment is in the best interests of 
the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Consultants shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform services related to the procurement of fire equipment on 
behalf of the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated 
November 7, 2008, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
 2. That Consultants is specifically placed on notice that 
it will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action 
regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published 
in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 4. That the Mayor is authorized to execute an agreement 
with Consultants for the services, and directed, in accordance 
with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to cause this 
Resolution for the award of the contract to be filed and available 
for inspection at the offices of the Borough. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
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CA-15 - Authorizing the Mayor and Council to Petition the Council  
On Affordable Housing With an Adopted Housing Element and  
Fair Share Plan 
       
         A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH   
       OF FORT LEE PETITIONING THE COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE  
       HOUSING (“COAH”) WITH AN ADOPTED HOUSING ELEMENT AND 

     FAIR SHARE PLAN 
 
  WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, adopted the Housing Element 
of the Master Plan on December 15, 2008; and 

 
  WHEREAS, a true copy of the resolution of the Planning Board 

adopting the Housing Element is attached pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
5:96-2.2(a)2; and 

 
  WHEREAS, the Planning Board adopted the Fair Share Plan on 

December 15, 2008; and 
 
  WHEREAS, a true copy of the resolution of the Planning Board 

adopting the Fair Share Plan is attached pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
5:96-2.2(a)2, 
 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, State of New Jersey, hereby 
endorses the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan as adopted by the 
Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough 
of Fort Lee, pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et 
seq. and N.J.A.C. 5:96-3.2(a), submits this petition for 
substantive certification of the Housing Element and Fair Share 
Plan to the Council on Affordable Housing for review and 
certification; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a list of names and addresses for 
all owners of sites in the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan has 
been included with the petition; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that notice of this petition for 
substantive certification shall be published in a newspaper of 
countywide circulation pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:96-3.5 within seven 
days of issuance of the notification letter from the Council on 
Affordable Housing’s Executive Director indicating that the 
submission is complete and that a copy of this resolution, the 
adopted Housing Element and Fair Share Plan and all supporting 
documentation shall be made available for public inspection at the 
Borough of Fort Lee Municipal Clerk’s office located at 309 Main 
Street, Fort Lee, during the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Monday through Friday for a period of 45 days following the date 
of publication of the legal notice pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:96-3.5. 
 
 
CA-16 - Authorizing the Mayor and Council to Request Review and 
Approval of a Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund Spending 
Plan 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF   
      FORT LEE REQUESTING REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE  COUNCIL  
      ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING (“COAH”) OF A MUNICIPAL AFFORDABLE  
      HOUSING TRUST FUND SPENDING PLAN 

 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Borough of Fort Lee, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey (“Borough”), will petition COAH for 
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substantive certification on December 31, 2008; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has requested that COAH review and 

approve the Borough’s development fee ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, the development fee ordinance establishes an 

affordable housing trust fund that includes development fees, 
payments from developers in lieu of constructing affordable units 
on-site, barrier free escrow funds, rental income, repayments from 
affordable housing program loans, recapture funds, proceeds from 
the sale of affordable units, and/or affordable housing funding 
obtained through any other means; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.1(d) requires a municipality with an 

affordable housing trust fund to receive approval of a spending 
plan from COAH prior to spending any of the funds in its housing 
trust fund; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.10 requires a spending plan to 

include the following: 
 

A projection of revenues anticipated from imposing fees on 
development, based on pending, approved and anticipated 
developments and historic development activity; 
 

A projection of revenues anticipated from other sources, 
including payments in lieu of constructing affordable units on 
sites zoned for affordable housing, funds from the sale of units 
with extinguished controls, proceeds from the sale of affordable 
units, rental income, repayments from affordable housing program 
loans, and interest earned;  
 

A description of the administrative mechanism that the 
municipality will use to collect and distribute revenues; 
 

A description of the anticipated use of all affordable 
housing trust funds pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.7, 8.8, and 8.9; 
 

A schedule for the expenditure of all affordable housing 
trust funds; 
 

If applicable, a schedule for the creation or rehabilitation 
of housing units; 
 

A pro-forma statement of the anticipated costs and revenues 
associated with the development if the municipality envisions 
supporting or sponsoring public sector or non-profit construction 
of housing; and 
 

A plan to spend the trust fund balance as of July 17, 2008 
within four years of the Council’s approval of the spending plan, 
or in accordance with an implementation schedule approved by the 
Council; 
 

A plan to spend and/or contractually commit all development 
fees and any payments in lieu of construction within three years 
of the end of the calendar year in which funds are collected, but 
no later than the end of third round substantive certification 
period; 
 

The manner through which the municipality will address any 
expected or unexpected shortfall if the anticipated revenues from 
development fees are not sufficient to implement the plan; and 
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A description of the anticipated use of excess affordable 
housing trust funds, in the event more funds than anticipated are 
collected, or projected funds exceed the amount necessary for 
satisfying the municipal affordable housing obligation. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has prepared a spending plan consistent 
with N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.10 and P.L. 2008, c.46. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, requests that COAH review 
and approve the Borough of Fort Lee’s spending plan. 
 
 
CA-17 - Authorizing the Mayor and Council of its Intent to  
Appropriate Funds or Bond in the Event of a Fund Shortfall 
With Regard to the Borough’s Affordable Housing Obligation 
 
     A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF     
     FORT LEE OF INTENT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS OR BOND IN THE  
     EVENT OF A FUNDING SHORTFALL FOR THE BOROUGH OF FORT  
     LEE’S AFFORDABLE HOUSING OBLIGATION 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey (“Borough”), will petition COAH for substantive 
certification of its adopted Housing Element and Fair Share Plan 
on December 31, 2008; and 

 
WHEREAS, the plan submitted to COAH allocates funds for: 
 
1.  New construction of affordable housing;  
2.  Rehabilitation projects; 
3.  Accessory apartment program 
4.  Supportive and special needs housing 
5.  Affordability assistance; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough anticipates that funding will come from 

the following sources to satisfy these obligations:  
 
1.  Development fees; 
2.  Payments in lieu; 
3.  Projected interest 
4.  Other funding sources; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the event that the above funding sources prove 

inadequate to complete the affordable housing programs included in 
the Borough’s COAH-certified Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, 
the Borough shall provide sufficient funding to address any 
shortfalls, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, State of New Jersey, that the Governing Body 
does hereby agree to appropriate funds or authorize the issuance 
of debt to fund any shortfall in its affordable housing program 
that may arise whether due to inadequate funding from other 
sources or for any other reason; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon written notification by 
COAH after a finding that inadequate funding exists to complete 
the affordable housing programs included in the Borough’s COAH-
certified Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, the Borough agrees 
to appropriate funds or authorize the issuance of debt within 90 
days of written notification by COAH; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough may repay debt 

through future collections of development fees, as such funds  



Regular Meeting                                  December 18, 2008 
                                                          Page #14 
 
become available. 
 
 
CA-18 - Authorizing the Mayor and Council to Request Review and  
Approval of a Development Fee Ordinance  
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
  FORT LEE REQUESTING THAT THE COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE  
  HOUSING (“COAH”) REVIEW AND APPROVE ITS DEVELOPMENT FEE  
  ORDINANCE 
 

  WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of 
New Jersey (“Borough”), will petition COAH for substantive 
certification of its adopted Housing Element and Fair Share Plan 
on December 31, 2008; and 
 

WHEREAS, P.L.2008, c.46 section 8 (C. 52:27D-329.2) and the 
Statewide Non-Residential Development Fee Act (C. 40:55D-8.1 
through 8.7), permits municipalities that are under the 
jurisdiction of COAH or of a court of competent jurisdiction and 
that have a COAH-approved spending plan to impose and retain fees 
on residential and non-residential development; and 

 
WHEREAS, subject to P.L.2008, c.46 section 8 (C. 52:27D-

329.2) and the Statewide Non-Residential Development Fee Act (C. 
40:55D-8.1 through 8.7), N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.3 permits a municipality 
to prepare and submit a development fee ordinance for review and 
approval by COAH that is accompanied by and includes the 
following: 

 
A description of the types of developments that will be 

subject to fees per N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.3(c) and (d );  
 

A description of the types of developments that are exempted 
per N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.3(e);  
 

A description of the amount and nature of the fees imposed 
per N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.3(c) and (d);  
 

A description of collection procedures per N.J.A.C. 5:97-
8.3(f);  
 

A description of development fee appeals per N.J.A.C. 5:97-
8.3(g); and  
 

A provision authorizing COAH to direct trust funds in case of 
non-compliance per N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.3(h).  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has prepared a draft development fee 
ordinance that establishes standards for the collection, 
maintenance, and expenditure of development fees consistent with 
COAH’s regulations at N.J.A.C. 5:97-8 and in accordance with 
P.L.2008, c.46, Sections 8 (C. 52:27D-329.2) and 32-38 (C. 40:55D-
8.1 through 8.7). 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen requests that COAH review 
and approve the Borough’s development fee ordinance. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-7, CA-13, CA-
15 and CA-16. 
 
 Messrs. Sokolich and Cervieri and Ms. Thomas replied to CA-7. 
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Mr. Cohen spoke to CA-13 and Mr. Pohan explained CA-15 and 
CA-16. 
 
 Cliff Gold, 555 North Avenue, spoke to and questioned the 
timing of CA-15, CA-16, CA-17 and CA-18. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied to Mr. Gold’s questions on CA-15, CA-16, 
CA-17 and CA-18 explaining why the Borough is filing its 3rd Round 
COAH Housing application at the present time as opposed to waiting 
until other municipalities begin and/or settle their litigation 
with COAH. 
  
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-18) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission 
will be holding a fundraiser at the Cedar Lane Cinemas in Teaneck 
tomorrow evening at 8:00 p.m.  Individual tickets can be bought at 
the door and cost $17.50. 
 
 He mentioned that the Borough’s Poet Laureate, Auggie 
Kleinzahler, has been awarded the 2008 Lannan Literary Award for 
poetry.  Mr. Kleinzahler now resides in San Francisco but was 
raised in the Borough.  He has authored and had has published more 
than a dozen books and essays on poetry. 
 
 He congratulated and read a list of all of the Fort Lee 
citizens who signed up in September and completed their CERT 
training with the Borough’s Office of Emergency Management.   
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated the Jr. Bridgemen Cheerleaders 
and thanked them for performing tonight. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy, healthy and safe New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – urged residents to give themselves extra 
time and to be careful with the pending snow and ice storm 
scheduled to arrive in the area tomorrow.    
 
 He announced that the Gesher Shalom Synagogue will be 
lighting the Menorah on Main Street/Palisade Avenue this Sunday at 
4:00 p.m.   
 
 He wished everyone a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – she wished everyone a happy New Year and 
reminded everyone that the reorganization meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, January 6th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – sent his condolences to the family of Irv 
Rosenbaum who passed away last month. 
 
 He wished everyone a safe, happy and healthy holiday season. 
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Mayor Sokolich – wished everyone a happy, healthy and peaceful New 
Year.  He thanked his colleagues for being supportive and helpful 
to him.  He’s proud to serve on the governing body and he looks 
forward to great things in 2009 in spite of the tough economic 
climate the Borough is currently in.  
 
 He added that the government is working tirelessly to find 
optional ways to generate income at minimal or no cost to the 
taxpayers.  The Borough’s bond indebtedness has been considerably 
reduced in the last year.  The Borough’s ambulance billing service 
is now operating and is expected to raise hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in 2009.  He ensured the residents that the Borough will 
do its best to conqueror its challenges next year and for the 
years to come. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject      Response 
 
Howard Greenblatt     .Rent Control/Eviction/      Mayor Sokolich 
2486 8th St.             FLASH Corp./2486 8th        Mr. Cohen 
                        Street Housing 
 
Scott Quilici         .Construction on Lower Main  Mayor Sokolich 
2017 Hudson Terrace     Street/Parking Situation   Ms. Thomas 
 
 
Cliff Gold            .Redevelopment of Area 5/    Mr. Cohen 
555 North Ave.          Centuria Property Use      Mayor Sokolich 
                                                   Mr. Pohan 
 
Mitchell Greenblatt   .Rent Control/Affordable     Mr. Cohen 
2486 8th St.             Housing as it Relates to   Mayor Sokolich 
                        2486 8th Street 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Poahn, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
recessed until 6:00 p.m. on January 6, 2009, and carried at 7:45 
p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                 Thursday, November 13, @7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3. On November 7, 2008, a copy of said change in meeting  
time was posted and sent to those listed in #2 above. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 He stated that this is one of the moments when the Borough 
can depart from its mundane day-to-day activities and the 
Borough’s Police Department can celebrate its own with its award’s 
ceremony.  The Police Department and other departments contribute 
on a daily basis to the betterment of the entire community.  This 
is a proud moment for the Mayor and Council and the Borough’s 
residents.  He congratulated everyone who is being honored tonight 
who continue to make Fort Lee a safe place to live. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
PR-1 - Beautification Award to VFW Post #2342 
 
 Anthony Clores, Beautification Committee Chairman, along with 
Beautification Members Maria Cafasso, Marsha Cooper and Olga 
Gorlova presented a Beautification Award to James Viola, Commander 
of the VFW Post #2342. 
 
 Mr. Clores stated that he has enormous respect for the men 
and women who have served the country. 
 
 Mr. Viola thanked the Beautification Committee for the award. 
 
 
PR-2 - Fort Lee Police Department Merit Board Ceremony 
 

Chief Ripoli welcomed everyone to the Fort Lee Police 
Department’s fifth annual Merit Board award ceremony.  He believes  
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it’s an important event. It’s a morale booster for the Police 
Department and it enables the public to see the heroic deeds the 
Police Department are performing.  He thanked the Mayor and 
Council for allowing the ceremony to be held during its public 
meeting.  He also thanked Lt. Thomas Ottina, Lt. William Sutera 
and Det. Howard Ginsberg and the rest of the Merit Board for their 
help.  He also thanked the PBA for their donation and assistance.  
 

He introduced his administration staff as follows: Deputy 
Chief Jack Reuter, Captain Stephen Ferraro, Captain Roy Bortolus, 
Captain Steve Hervey, Captain Joseph Zevits and Captain Tim Ford. 
 

He stated that the Fort Lee Police Department is considered 
one of the finest in the State. 
 
 

CHIEF’S AWARDS PRESENTATION 
 
 Chief Ripoli gave out a police badge to K-9 Greener who was 
named after the late Fort Lee Police Officer Kevin Greener. His 
handler is Police Officer Richard Hernandez.  K-9 Greener since 
completing his training in August has assisted in thirty narcotics 
arrests.   
 
 Chief Ripoli presented plaques to representatives of the Fort 
Lee Fire Department, Fort Lee Office of Emergency Management and 
Fort Lee Ambulance Corps.  Each plaque has the Fort Lee Police 
Department emblem and the emblem of the respective group being 
honored. 
 
 Chief Ripoli explained that the Emergency Service Team was 
established in 1975 by Sgt. Thomas Pierson and was originally 
known as the Emergency Response Team.  It was formed during the 
wake of the Los Angeles riots and was meant to keep civil order. 
Over the years it has evolved and has been renamed the Emergency 
Service Unit Team.  In 1990 Sgt. Pierson retired and it was turned 
over to then Sgt. Roy Bortolus.  Under his command the unit which 
was originally eight officers grew to twelve officers.  New 
equipment was purchased and training was intensified.  In 2004 
Captain Bortolus handed its leadership over to Lt. Ottina.  The 
team has currently seventeen members and three supervisors.   
 
   Chief Ripoli gave out the Emergency Service Unit Team Award 
to the following members: Captain Roy Bortolus, Lt. Thomas Ottina, 
Sgt. Wayne Monico, Sgt. John Klein, Det. Kevin Kosuda, Det. Jamie 
Cuevas and Police Officers Kevin Mahon, David Kurz, Michael 
Pappachristou, Pedro Morey, John Ordonez, Cory Horton and Richard 
Hernandez. 
 

Chief Ripoli stated that Sgt. Leonard Cotrell and Police 
Officers John Bakas, Thomas Ripoli, Jr., Brian Cullen, Timothy 
Cullen and Sean Peppard received awards from other outside 
agencies for their performance in certain situations.  

 
Chief Ripoli presented a plaque to Police Officer  

Anthony Kim for his community efforts while heading up the Cop 
Card Program. 

 
Chief Ripoli presented a plaque to Police Officer Douglas  

Cabler for his work in heading up the Citizen’s Police Academy 
Award which was originally created in 2002.  The academy continues 
to be very popular with the Borough’s residents. 

 
Chief Ripoli presented a plaque to Det. Jaime Cuevas for his  

efforts in heading up the Junior Police Academy which he began  



Regular Meeting                                  November 13, 2008 
                                                           Page #3 
 
three years ago.  The kids engage in physical training and receive 
lectures from police officers from the various ranks and divisions 
of the Police Department.  It bolsters the relationship between  
children and police officers. 
 

Chief Ripoli presented plaques to Captain Timothy Ford, Det. 
Kevin Kosuda and Det. Michelle Morgenstern for their involvement 
with the Police Unity Tour.  The Fort Lee Police Department became 
involved with the Unity Tour in 2007.  The organization is 
comprised of Police Officers who participate in a bicycle tour in 
order to raise money for the Law Enforcement Memorial in 
Washington, D.C.  

 
Chief Ripoli explained that the Chief Awards program began in 

2006 which award is given out monthly by the Chief from within the 
Police Department.  He called up and read the biographies of the 
following Chief Award’s recipients for 2008: Capt. Joseph Zevits, 
Lt. Keith Bendul, Lt. William Sutera, Sgt. Leonard Cotrell, Det. 
Howard Ginsberg and Det. Thomas Provenzano. 

 
 He closed by congratulating all the award recipients and 
thanked everyone for attending tonight’s event.  He believes more 
awards should be given out tonight, but the Merit Board is strict 
and they have a very high standard.  He hopes everyone continues 
to support the best Police Department in the State of New Jersey. 
 

MERIT BOARD PRESENTATION 
 
 Lt. Ottina thanked the administration staff of the Police 
Department and the Merit Board members for their help and input. 
 
 Lt. Ottina, Lt. Sutera and Det. Ginsberg presented the 
following Merit Board awards.  All awards for the officers listed 
below are for various events that took place. 
 

1.  Letter of Meritorious Service – Det. Dale Loyer (Unable 
to Attend) and Police Officers John Bakas, Raymond Flynn, Michael 
Pappachristou and Armando Gherghetta.  
 
     2.  Meritorious Valor Medal – P.O. Daniel Dawson. 
 

3. Meritorious Valor Medal - Det. Phillip Ross. 
 
3a. Civilian Appreciation Award – Maria Calderon and Hyon  

Park. 
 
     4.  Meritorious Valor Unit Medal - P.O. Richard Hernandez. 
 

5.  Meritorious Valor Unit Medal – Sgt. Leonard Cotrell 
and Police Officers John Bakas, Brian Cullen and Thomas Ripoli, 
Jr.  
 
 6.  Emergency Service Unit Team Award – Police Officers  
Matthew Hintze, George Koutrobinis, Justin Wanco and Richard 
Rochford. 

 
There was a five minute recess at this point of the meeting. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 
PL-1 – National Family Caregivers Month 
 

WHEREAS, during this season of Thanksgiving, as we pause to 
reflect on the many blessings that have been bestowed on us as 
individuals and as a State, we are especially grateful for the  
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love of our families and friends, one of the most profound ways in 
which that love is expressed is through the generous support  
provided by family caregivers to loved ones who are chronically 
ill, elderly or disabled.  Caregivers reflect family and community  
life at its best.  They are among New Jersey’s most important 
natural resources, and estimated at 836,000; and 

 
WHEREAS, the need for family caregivers is growing.  We are 

blessed to live in a time when medicine and technology have helped 
us live longer.  As a result, persons with disabilities are living 
longer and people over 85 are the fastest growing segment of our 
population.  Family caregivers can be found in every city and town 
in America.  It is likely that we all know at least one family 
caregiver, if not fulfilling the caregiver role ourselves; and  

 
WHEREAS, family caregivers deserve our lasting gratitude and 

respect.  This month, as we honor the many contributions that 
family caregivers make to the quality of our national life, let us 
resolve to work through our community, religious, social, business 
and other organizations to offer programs and services that will 
provide caregivers the support and encouragement they need to 
carry out their vital responsibilities,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, do hereby proclaim 
 

NOVEMBER 2008  
as 

 NATIONAL FAMILY CAREGIVERS MONTH  
 
in the Borough of Fort Lee.   

 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-45 -  Amending Chapter 296, Peddling and Soliciting 
– Eliminating Permit Requirement for Non-Commercial Canvassers and 
Solicitors and to Protect the Privacy of Those Residents and 
Property Owners Who Wish to Exclude Canvassers and Solicitors From 
Their Property 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-45 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 296, PEDDLING AND SOLICTING, OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 11, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-46 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2006-46 – 
Establishing Titles, Salary and Salary Ranges for White Collar 
Employees, Schedule (A) – Establishing the Position of Deputy 
Chief Emergency Medical Technician 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-46 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2006-46 ESTABLISHING TITLES, SALARIES 
AND SALARY RANGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES,” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
December 11, 2008. 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
Ordinance #2008-47 - Amending Chapter 163 “Building Construction” 
by Adding a New Article II, Public Safety Radio Amplifications 
Systems 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-47 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE BY AMENDING CHAPTER 
163 ENTITLED ‘BUILDING CONSTRUCTION’ TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE II 
PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO AMPLIFICATIONS SYSTEMS,” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 11, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-48 - Amending Chapter 6, Ambulance Corps Stipend 
Program 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-48 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 6, AMBULANCE CORPS, OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
December 11, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-49 -  Establishing Chapter 189, Administering the 
Placement and Maintenance of Clothing Bins 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2008-49 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
CREATING AND ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 189, CLOTHING BINS, OF THE 
MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 11, 
2008. 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-19. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
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ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 
Current                                 $17,205,218.50 
Capital                                          601,405.44 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,352.60 
Trip Admissions                                   10,196.50 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         48,801.76 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           3,968.29 
Redemption Account                                51,908.53 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Road Improvement Plan                            473,352.60  
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    5,196.10 
Police Justice                                     3,802.26 
 
Total:                                       $18,405,202.58 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #994 for Heightened Independence 
and Progress HIP, Hackensack, New Jersey  
 

WHEREAS, Heightened Independence & Progress HIP, 131 Main 
Street, Suite 120, Hackensack, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle 
application for May 9, 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all 
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #994, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Firefighter Application for Donald Bozzetti for  
Fire Company #2 
 
 The firefighter application for Donald Bozzetti for Fire 
Company #2 was approved. 
 
 
CA-4 - Accepting Resignation Notice from Melissa Akerman, Clerk  
Typist, for the Municipal Court – Retroactive to October  
31st 
 
 WHEREAS, a resignation notice, dated October 14, 2008 was 
received by Melissa Akerman, Clerk Typist for the Municipal Court, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the resignation notice is hereby 
accepted with an effective date retroactive to October 31, 2008. 
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CA-5 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewals for Hangar Inc. and 
246 Main Street Restaurant Corp (Inactive Licenses) and Main 
Liquors LLC for 2008-2009 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following plenary retail consumption and plenary 
retail distribution licenses, for the year 2008/2009 be issued to 
each of the applicants listed below for the sale and distribution 
of alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE     
 
0219-33-004-007   246 MAIN STREET RESTAURANT INC. (Inactive)  
0219-33-042-008   HANGAR INC. (Inactive) 
0219-44-032-005   MAIN LIQUORS LLC 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
S&R Costa, at 514 and 520 Main Street, Block 3605, Lots 2 and 3, 
vs. Borough of Fort Lee for 2006-2008 

 
WHEREAS, S&R Costa is the owner of property located at 514 

Main Street and 520 Main Street, also known as Block 3605, Lot 2 
and Block 3605, Lot 3, respectively; and 

 
WHEREAS, the property owner filed tax appeals against the  

Borough in a matter entitled S&R Costa Realty LP vs. Borough of 
Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney       
and the Tax Assessor company that the matter be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 
Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled S&R 
Costa Realty vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket 
Nos. 003170-2006, 004017-2007 and 003504-2008, so that for Block 
3605, Lot 2, the appeals for 2006 and 2007 will be withdrawn; the 
2008 assessment will be reduced from $1,104,000 to $1,000,000; the 
2009 assessment will be reduced to $950,000; and for Block 3605, 
Lot 3, the appeals for 2006 and 2007 will be withdrawn; the 2008 
assessment will be reduced from $1,850,000, to a total of 
$1,750,000; and the 2009 assessment will be reduced to 
$1,6750,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled 
Valerie Anavim, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee for 2008  
 

WHEREAS, Valerie Anavim is the owner of property located at 
100 Old Palisade Road #PL2, also known as Block 3352, Lot 3; and 
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 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Valerie Anavim vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the tax appeal attorney 
and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, and 
that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Valerie 
Anavim vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 003957-2008, so 
that the assessment for tax year 2008 will be reduced from 
$1,148,600 to $940,000; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled 
Bannister 2005 Revocable Trust, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 
3352, Lot 3, vs. Borough of Fort Lee for 2008   
 

WHEREAS, Bannister 2005 Revocable Trust is the owner of 
property located at 100 Old Palisade Road #PL11, also known as 
Block 3352, Lot 3; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Bannister 2005 Revocable 
Trust vs. Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the tax appeal attorney 
and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, and 
that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled 
Bannister 2005 Revocable Trust vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under 
Docket No. 003955-2008, so that the assessment for tax year 2008 
will be reduced from $1,150,700 to $990,000; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled 
Tracy Lin, 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, vs  
Borough of Fort Lee for 2008 
 

WHEREAS, Tracey Lin is the owner of property located at 100 
Old Palisade Road #PL2, also known as Block 3352, Lot 3; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Tracy Lin vs. Borough of 
Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the tax appeal attorney 
and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, and 
that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
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     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Tracy 
Lin vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 003953-2008, so that 
the assessment for tax year 2008 will be reduced from $1,150,700 
to $950,000; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for 2008 and  
2009 With the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program –  
$20.00 Per Employee  
 

2008 & 2009 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
between the 

Borough of Fort Lee 
and 

the County of Bergen 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program, 
hereinafter referred to as the “BCEAP,” a program implemented by 
the County for the purpose of dealing with employees having 
personal problems, including alcoholism, having its office located 
at 327 East Ridgewood Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652-4895; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Department of Health Services and 
the Department of Health and Senior Services of the State of New 
Jersey have expressed a major concern for the development of 
Employee Assistance Program services for municipal governments, 
and private enterprise; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program staff 
is fully qualified to perform the Substance Abuse Professional 
function as specified by the Federal Department of Transportation 
Drug and Alcohol Testing Regulations (DOT Jn, 1995 SAP 
Guidelines); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has expressed its desire to 
have the services of the BCEAP made available to its employees for 
the period January 1, 2008 - December 31, 2008 and January 1, 2009 
– December 31, 2009, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
agrees to pay a fee for BCEAP services of $20.00 per employee, per 
year; the total number of employees covered by this agreement 245. 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Payment to Consolidated Environmental, Inc.,  
Fairfield, New Jersey for Remediation Work as Well as the Cleaning 
of the HVAC System at the Fort Lee Youth Center – $8,470 
 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists at the Fort Lee Youth 
Center, located at 2265 Lemoine Avenue; and  
 
 WHEREAS, remediation on the Fort Lee Youth Center as well as 
HVAC system cleaning needs to take place; and  
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 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Supervisor of the 
General Services Department, and the Borough Administrator, 
Consolidated Environmental, Inc. has been retained at a price of 
$8,470.00,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to Consolidated 
Environmental, Inc., 26 Law Drive, Suite B, Fairfield, New Jersey 
07004; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified the certificate of availability of funds for this 
project which is on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Payment to Detail Associates, Inc., Englewood, 
New Jersey for Pre and Post Remediation Inspection and Testing for 
Work Done at the Fort Lee Youth Center – $4,000 
 
 WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists at the Fort Lee Youth 
Center, located at 2265 Lemoine Avenue; and  
 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the remediation project by 
Consolidated Environmental, Inc., a post remediation inspection, 
testing and a report to be compiled as required will need to be 
conducted by an outside agency; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Supervisor of the 
General Services Department, and the Borough Administrator, Detail 
Associates, Inc. has been retained at a price of $4,000.00,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to Detail Associates, 
Inc., 300 Grand Avenue, Englewood, New Jersey 07631-4355; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified to the availability of funds for this project which is 
on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Adoption of the Bergen County Natural Hazard  
Mitigation Plan as the Borough’s Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 309 
Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey with the assistance from the New 
Jersey Meadowlands Commission and the Bergen County office of 
Emergency Management, has gathered information and prepared the 
Bergen County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Bergen County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan has 
been prepared in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation act of 
2000; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is a local unit of government 
that has afforded the citizens an opportunity to comment and 
provide input in the Plan and the actions in the Plan; and 
 
    WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has reviewed the Plan and 
affirms that the Plan will be updated no less than every five 
years, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that 
Fort Lee, adopts the Bergen County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 
as this jurisdiction’s Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, and resolves 
to execute the actions in the Plan.  
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CA-14 - Authorizing Payment to The Rockleigh, Rockleigh, New 
Jersey for the Annual Volunteer Fire Department Inspection Dinner 
$125.00 Per Person - $31,250 Total  
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF             
       FORT LEE AWARDING A NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT TO THE               
       ROCKLEIGH IN ROCKLEIGH, NEW JERSEY TO HOST THE FORT LEE  
       VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTION DINNER 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) desires to host 
a “Volunteer Fire Department Inspection Dinner” as display of 
gratitude to the men and women of Fort Lee’s Fire Department on 
Friday, November 7, 2008; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has determined 
and certified in writing that the value of the contract will 
exceed $17,500; and 
 
     WHEREAS, traditional public bidding for such an event would 
be an ineffective means of achieving the Borough’s goal of 
engaging a respected and proper banquet hall to host the dinner; 
and 
 
     WHEREAS, the hosting of such a dinner is a specialized 
service that is qualitative in nature requiring expertise, 
extensive training and proven reputation in the field; and 
 
     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(a)(ii) details an exception to the 
public bidding requirement for the type of services described 
above; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has reviewed 
the Borough’s available funds and has determined that sufficient  
funds are available for the dinner; and 
 
     WHEREAS, three (3) quotes were obtained for the dinner as 
follows:   
 
     VENDOR                             AMOUNT 
     Venetian, Garfield                 $160.00 Per Person 
     Seasons, Washington Township       $150.00 Per Person 
     The Rockleigh, Rockleigh           $125.00 Per Person; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the expenditure must be authorized by resolution of 
the governing body; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to host the dinner at The 
Rockleigh in Rockleigh New Jersey, the banquet hall that provided 
the lowest quote for 2008 and enter into a two year contract 
through 2009; and 
 
     WHEREAS, to effectuate this desire, the Borough wishes to 
award a “Non-Fair and Open” contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.5 et seq. to The Rockleigh at the rate of $125.00 per 
person for approximately 250 people; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the ownership of The Rockleigh is completing a 
Business Entity Disclosure Certification, which certifies that 
they have not made any reportable contributions to a political or 
candidate committee in the Borough of Fort Lee in 2008 and that 
accepting the contract will prohibit them from making any 
reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 
     WHEREAS, The Rockleigh is also completing a c.271 Political 
Contribution Disclosure Form and a Stockholder Disclosure  
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Certification, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
     1.  The Mayor and Council authorized said contract and                 
directs the Purchasing Department to encumber and issue            
a Purchase Order to The Rockleigh, 26 Paris Avenue, Rockleigh, New 
Jersey, 07647 once the requisite documents have been on file for 
ten (10) days. 
 
     2.  This award is contingent upon submission of a completed            
Business Entity Disclosure Certification, a Political              
Contribution Disclosure Form and Stockholder Disclosure            
Certification at least ten (10) days prior to execution            
of the contract by the Borough.  
 
     3.  The Business Entity Disclosure Certification, Political            
Contribution Disclosure Form, Stockholder Disclosure               
Certification and the Determination of Value shall be              
placed on file with this resolution. 
 
     4.  The contract shall reflect a price per person of $125.00            
(minimum 250 People). 
 
     5.  Notice of contract award shall be published in a legal             
newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 
CA-15 - Authorizing the Hiring of Paul Favia as Deputy Chief  
Emergency Medical Technician for the Borough’s Third Party  
Billing Program - $75,000 Annually  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE APPOINTING PAUL FAVIA TO THE POSITION OF 
“DEPUTY CHIEF EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN” 
 
WHEREAS, on October 16, 2008, the Mayor and Council adopted 

Ordinance #2008-44 creating the FLA, a municipal billing ambulance 
service; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined that employing a full-time Deputy 
Chief Emergency Medical Technician, as defined by the New Jersey 
Department of Personnel, Job Specification 08043, is in the best 
interest of the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 132, Ambulance Services, 

of the Municipal Code of the Borough of Fort Lee, the Borough is 
authorized to appoint an EMS Program Coordinator to assist with 
the overall operation of the Fort Lee Ambulance (“FLA”); and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the Borough’s intent for the Deputy Chief 

Emergency Medical Technician to act as, and fulfill all 
responsibilities of the EMS Program Coordinator, as is fully 
defined in Chapter 132, Ambulance Services, of the Municipal Code 
of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort, that Paul Favia be appointed to the full-time 
position of deputy chief emergency medical technician, with an 
effective hiring date of November 13, 2008; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Paul Favia’s appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department  
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of Personnel and such salary shall be set at $75,000.00 annually.  
 
 
CA-16 - Authorizing Execution of Development Agreement With Daibes  
Enterprises for Block 4355, Lots 17,18,19 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND DAIBES 
ENTERPRISES 
 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Supreme Court, through its rulings in 

South Burlington County NAACP v. Mount Laurel, 67 N.J. 151 (1975) 
and South Burlington County NAACP v. Mount Laurel, 92 N.J. 158 
(1983), (“the Mt. Laurel Doctrine”), has determined that every 
municipality has a constitutional obligation to provide through 
its land use regulations a realistic opportunity for the creation 
of a fair share of its region's present and prospective need for 
low and moderate income housing (“the affordable housing 
obligation”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from the 

contract purchaser/developer Daibes Enterprises (“Daibes”) having 
its principal offices at 1000 Portside Drive, Edgewater, New 
Jersey to construct a 100% affordable housing project (“Project”) 
within the Borough on property located at Block 4355, Lots 17, 18 
and 19, on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Property”), said Project to consist of 60 affordable housing 
units; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough believes that it is in its best 

interests to encourage and support affordable housing, as part of 
the Borough’s obligation to comply with its affordable housing 
obligation, and in recognition that additional affordable housing 
obligations will arise as a result of increased development in the 
Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, Daibes’ proposal is in accordance with the Borough’ 

s overall plan to address its prior round affordable housing 
obligation and part of its Third Round affordable housing 
obligation; and  
 

WHEREAS, Daibes has requested that the Borough participate in 
the funding required for the Project and has specifically 
requested that the Borough loan the Developer $100,000.00 per unit 
for thirty (30) of the units to be provided in the sixty (60) unit 
Project, for a total loan of $3 million (“the Loan”) in the form 
of funds accumulated in the Borough’s Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund (“Trust Fund”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has considered Daibes’ request that it 
make the Loan and has determined that it may do so to the extent 
such funds are available in the Borough’s Trust Fund, or otherwise 
provided for, and subject to the Council on Affordable Housing 
(COAH”) approving the proposed project, and the spending of such 
funds in the amount and manner as anticipated between the Borough 
and Daibes; and  
 

WHEREAS, Daibes has committed to develop the Project and to 
obtain private or other financing necessary and will otherwise 
undertake and do all things necessary for the development of the 
Project; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Daibes have a entered into a 
Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”), dated September 20, 2007,  
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attached hereto as Exhibit A, which was authorized by the Borough 
by Resolution CA-27 adopted on August 16, 2007, attached hereto as 
Exhibit B; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Property is located within the R-7A Zone Mid-
Rise Residential Zone, which was created by Ordinance No. 2005-24 
on July 21, 2005 and amended by Ordinance 2008-36 on August 21, 
2008 to provide for affordable multifamily apartments; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Daibes desire to enter into a 
Development Agreement for the purpose of setting forth their 
respective undertakings, rights and obligations in connection with 
the construction of the Project, all in accordance with applicable 
law and the terms and conditions set forth in the Development 
Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit C to this Resolution; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Borough believes it is in its best interest to 

enter into this Development Agreement at this time, and to proceed 
in accordance therewith, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
1.  That the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to 

execute the Development Agreement with Daibes Enterprises on 
behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee, in a form and content 
acceptable to the Borough Attorney; and  
 

2. The execution of the Development Agreement between the 
Borough and Daibes shall be subject to the Borough obtaining the 
necessary approvals from COAH, or a waiver of same or of all those 
approvals, to use the Borough’s Affordable Housing Trust Funds for 
the Project as contemplated in the Development Agreement.  In the 
event that the Borough fails to obtain such approvals and/or 
waiver, any Agreement entered into between the Borough and Daibes 
for the Project shall become automatically voided.       
 
 
CA-17 - Authorizing the Submission of a COAH Waiver Motion for the  
Expenditures of the Borough’s Affordable Housing Trust Funds 
 
    A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
    OF FORT LEE (“BOROUGH”) AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH  
    ATTORNEY TO APPLY TO THE COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE  
    HOUSING (“COAH”) FOR A WAIVER FROM THE REQUIREMENTS 
    OF N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.1(d) IN ORDER TO USE THE 
    BOROUGH’S AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUNDS TO FUND  
    PART OF THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH A 100% AFFORDABLE 
    HOUSING PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, on June 2, 2008, COAH adopted revised third round 
regulations that require municipalities with pending petitions to 
adopt a revised Housing Element and Fair Share Plan in conformance 
with the revised third round regulations and petition in 
accordance with the deadlines prescribed in the proposed 
procedural rules; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough plans to petition COAH for substantive 
certification of its amended third round Housing Element and Fair 
Share Plan no later than December 31, 2008; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.1(d), a municipality 
under COAH's jurisdiction shall not spend affordable housing trust 
funds unless COAH has approved a plan for spending such funds and 
until the municipality has received substantive certification or a  
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judgment of compliance; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:96-15.1, a municipality may 
request a waiver from a specific requirement of COAH’s rules at 
any time; and  
 

WHEREAS, such a waiver may be requested because it will 
foster the production of affordable housing and foster the intent 
of COAH’s rules; and  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:96-15.1, the Borough is 

requesting a waiver from N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.1(d), to use money from 
the Borough’s affordable housing trust fund in order to fund part 
of the costs associated with the development of a 100% affordable 
housing project in the Borough,   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey 
that it hereby authorizes the Borough Attorney to apply to COAH 
for a waiver from the specific requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:97-
8.1(d), 1) either as part of the Borough’s petition or 2) by 
motion or 3) by any form as COAH may determine; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be submitted to COAH with such waiver application. 
 
 
CA-18 - Authorizing the Establishment of Ambulance Service Fees 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE ESTABLISHING A FEE SCHEDULE FOR SERVICES 
PROVIDED BY THE FORT LEE AMBULANCE (“FLA”) IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH CHAPTER 132, AMBULANCE SERVICES, OF THE MUNICIPAL 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE (“BOROUGH”). 
 
WHEREAS, on October 16, 2008, the Mayor and Council adopted 

Ordinance #2008-44 creating the FLA, a municipal billing ambulance 
service; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the Borough’s intention to bill for all 

services provided by the FLA on the terms and conditions set forth 
Chapter 132, Ambulance Services, of the Municipal Code of the 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 132, Ambulance Services, 

of the Municipal Code of the Borough of Fort Lee, the Borough is 
required to establish a fee schedule for all services provided by 
the FLA, which fee schedule may be amended from time to time in 
the sole discretion of the Borough, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 

1. All services provided by the FLA shall be billed in 
accordance with the following fee schedule: 

 
a. Basic Life Support Transport (“BLS”) - $585.00 plus 

mileage 
 
b. Loaded Mileage Charge - $11.00 per mile 
 
c. Refuse Medical Attention (“RMA”) - $250.00 

 
d. Patient Assists - $250.00 
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CA-19 - Authorizing the Mayor to Execute an Agreement With the  
Regency Co-Op Inc, 2150 Center Avenue, for the Purpose of The 
Borough Placing a Generator Inside Their Building With Regard to 
the Borough’s Wireless Public Safety Communications Network 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 
OF A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE REGENCY CO-OP, 
INC. RELATED TO THE WIRELESS PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) previously determined to improve the Borough’s public 
safety radio communications system; and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to the Borough 

authorized the hiring of Concepts To Operations, Inc. to evaluate 
the existing radio communication system, and to provide a report 
outlining findings and recommendations; and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the provision of a 
wireless public safety communications network; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough subsequently determined that the bid 
submitted by M/A-COM, Inc. (“M/A-COM”) was in compliance with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications, constituted the lowest 
responsible and complying bidder for the provision of a wireless 
public safety communications network, and awarded a contract to 
M/A COM; and 

 
 WHEREAS, The Regency Co-Op, Inc. (“Regency”) is the owner of 
certain property and high rise premises located at 2150 Center 
Avenue in the Borough, which property has been determined to serve 
as the site producing the optimal transmission and receiving 
capabilities for the Borough’s wireless public safety 
communications system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to use a portion of the roof 
and facilities of the Regency’s premises for installation, 
maintenance and operation of radio transmitting and receiving 
equipment and other associated equipment in connection with the 
improvement to its wireless public safety communications system 
for the protection of its citizens and emergency personnel; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in the best 
interest of the public to enter into a lease agreement with the 
Regency; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to enter into a 
lease agreement with the Regency related to the Borough’s proposed 
wireless public safety communications system project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the authorization of a lease agreement with the 
Regency related to the Borough’s proposed wireless public safety 
communications system project is in the best interests of the 
Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New  
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Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That a Lease Agreement shall be and is hereby approved 
related to the Borough’s proposed wireless public safety 
communications system project in accordance with the document 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and 
contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 
satisfactory to the Borough and the Municipal Attorney. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute the Lease Agreement by and between the Borough and the 
Regency, memorializing the compensation to be paid by the Borough 
to the Regency and the lease rights of the Borough,  and such other 
terms and conditions as may be necessary; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the Ground Lease Agreement; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 
Clerk’s office. 
 
     Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-6, CA-7, CA-8, 
CA-9, CA-10, CA-15 and CA-16. 
 
     Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Cervieri and Sokolich replied to CA-6, 
CA-7, CA-8 and CA-9. 
 
     Ms. Thomas responded to CA-10, Mayor Sokolich spoke to CA-15, 
and Mr. Cohen discussed CA-16. 
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-19) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 - Authorizing the Issuance of Requests for Qualifications for  
2009 for Professional Services for the Borough of Fort Lee for 
Legal, Financial, Engineering, Computer and Risk Management 
Services  
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
     A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF REQUESTS FOR                 
     QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE FOR LEGAL, FINANCIAL, ENGINEERING, COMPUTER AND  
     RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 
     WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2006, N.J.S.A 19:44A-20.1 et 
seq.,commonly known as the “State Pay to Play” law, enacted by  
the New Jersey State Legislature shall become effective; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., a 
municipality may not award contracts with a value in excess of 
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable   
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the said 
municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s committee  
of any person serving in an elective public office of the said 
municipality when such a contract was awarded, unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open  
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process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the  
following: (1) public advertisement of a Request for 
Qualifications (hereinafter the “RFQ”) with ten (10) calendar days 
notice prior to the receipt of responses to the RFQ; (2) award of 
contract under a process that provides for public solicitation of 
qualifications; (3) award of contract under publicly disclosed 
criteria established, in writing, by the municipality prior to the 
solicitation of qualifications; and (4) the municipality shall 
publicly open and announce the qualifications when awarded; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(hereinafter the “Borough”) to engage legal, financial and 
engineering professionals and the Borough desires to appoint such 
professionals by a “fair and open process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.1 et seq.,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that 
requests for RFQs for professional services for the following 
professional services for the Borough and its agencies are hereby 
authorized: 
 
 1.  Borough Attorney 
 2.  Labor Attorney 
 3.  Borough Auditor 
 4.  Bond Counsel 
 5.  Borough Engineer 
 6.  Building Department/Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 
 7.  Municipal Court/Police Department Accountant/Office of 
          Economic Development Accountant 
 8.  Tax Counsel 
 9.  Borough Risk Manager 
 10. Traffic Engineer 
     11. Computer Consultant and Information Technology Advisor 
     12. Purchasing Consultant 
     13. Special/Conflict Counsel 
     14. Borough Planner 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all of the RFQs for the 
professional services as set forth hereinabove shall be prepared 
and published in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. and 
all such RFQs shall be evaluated on the basis of the most  
advantageous RFQ, all factors considered, including, but not 
limited to: (1) experience and reputation in the profession; (2) 
knowledge of the subject matter to be addressed under contract; 
(3) availability to accommodate any required meetings of the  
Borough or Borough Agency; (4) and any other factors if  
demonstrated to be in the best interest of the Borough or Borough 
Agency. 
  
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
R-2 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from  
Yogi’s Two Inc. to Hae Hee Kim t/a Sikgaek Restaurant at 799 
Abbott Boulevard 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
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 Council President Sargenti chaired this portion of the 
meeting. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 
transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-046-008, 
heretofore issued to Yogi’s Two Inc., a New Jersey corporation for 
premises located at 799 Abbott Boulevard, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to Hae 
Hee Kim at 799 Abbott Boulevard, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
effective November 13, 2008 and does hereby direct the Municipal 
Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
             
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
 
R-3 - Authorizing the Issuance of Requests for Qualifications/ 
Proposals From Redevelopers for Redevelopment Area 5 

 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
  

 RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
      FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A REQUEST 
      FOR QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS FROM REDEVELOPERS 
      FOR  REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH  
      OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the “Borough”), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 
Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “LRHL”), 
did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of 
Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need 
of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  
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WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its northerly border 
Bridge Plaza South, and its southerly border, Main Street, with the 
eastern border of the area being Lemoine Avenue, and the westerly 
border being Central Road; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 
Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 
for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of 
the Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution of September 30, 2004, the Borough did 
designate a Redeveloper for Redevelopment Area 5, said Redeveloper 
being Town and Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., a New Jersey 
corporation (hereafter, the “Redeveloper”) and the Redeveloper and 
the Borough entered into a certain Redevelopment Agreement dated 
September 30, 2004 (hereafter, the “Redevelopment Agreement”); and  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 
Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redeveloper subsequently proceeded before the 
Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee for the purpose of 
obtaining site plan approval for the redevelopment project and for 
a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots, one to the 
east of Martha Washington Way (hereafter referred to as the “East 
Parcel”) and constituting Block 4802, Lot 1; and the second parcel 
(hereafter referred to as the “West Parcel”) constituting Block 
4801, Lot 1; and  
 
 WHEREAS, subsequently, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Redevelopment Agreement, the Redeveloper, for the purpose of 
financing, did enter into a Joint Development Agreement with an 
affiliated entity of Redeveloper, wholly-owned and controlled by 
Redeveloper, and known as Town & Country Redevelopers at Fort Lee 
West, Inc. (hereafter, “Fort Lee West”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Joint Development Agreement between 
Redeveloper and Fort Lee West, the East Parcel was to be retained 
and financed by Redeveloper and the West Parcel was to be 
transferred to Fort Lee West and financed separately; and  
 
 WHEREAS,  the obligations of Redeveloper and Fort Lee West to 
the Borough of Fort Lee under the original Redevelopment Agreement 
were in all respects preserved; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redeveloper for the East Parcel and its affiliate 
company, Fort Lee West for the West Parcel, failed to maintain 
current tax payments to the Borough of Fort Lee for the property 
and failed to reimburse the Borough of Fort Lee for expenses 
incurred by the Borough to temporarily relocate utility services 
which temporary relocation expense was agreed to be paid pursuant 
to a certain Memorandum of Agreement entered into between 
Redeveloper and the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to pay current taxes and reimburse the 
Borough constituted a breach of the agreements between Redeveloper 
and its affiliate, Fort Lee West, and with the Borough under the 
Redevelopment Agreement, and upon formal notice thereof, 
constituted events of default; and the Borough proceeded to provide 
appropriate notices under the Redevelopment Agreement to 
Redeveloper and its mortgagees; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the result of the Redeveloper’s failure to cure the 
events of default within 30 days was the termination of the 
Redevelopment Agreement and de-designation of Redeveloper for the  
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both the East and West Parcels by action of the Mayor And Council 
on June 12, 2008; and  
  

WHEREAS, the Borough was named a defendant and was  served 
with a Summons and Complaint in a foreclosure action venued in 
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Bergen County, 
Docket No. F-19001-08 and captioned TDC Fort Lee, LLC v. Town & 
Country Developers at Fort Lee West, Inc.: Town & Country 
Developers at Fort Lee, Inc.; Borough of Fort Lee; State of New 
Jersey; United States of America; John Does 1-10; and John Doe 
Companies 1-10, which was received on or about May 29, 2008 on 
behalf of the Borough wherein the Plaintiff TDC Fort Lee, LLC, is a 
successor mortgagee (hereafter the “Plaintiff”) for the property 
known as Lot 1, Block 4801, which is owned by Redeveloper-
affiliated Fort Lee West; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in said Complaint it was alleged that Fort Lee West, 
in addition to its failure to pay taxes due to the Borough, had 
defaulted in both failing to pay its obligations and to address 
other matters under the mortgage documents/loan 
documents/agreements with Plaintiff, and the mortgage was 
accelerated and was due and payable with all additional costs and 
penalties permitted under the said mortgage documents; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Redeveloper for the East Parcel, in addition to 
its failure to pay taxes due to the Borough, had defaulted in both 
failing to pay its obligations and to address other matters under 
the mortgage documents/loan documents/agreements with the bank; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the failure of Redeveloper for the East Parcel and 
Fort Lee West for the West Parcel to pay obligations when due and 
to suspend its payment of same constituted an event of default 
under Article VIII of the Redevelopment Agreement; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to subsequent Resolutions of the Mayor and 
Council, additional conditions of default were noticed and were not 
cured by the Redeveloper for both the East and West Parcels; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of all defaults by the Redeveloper and 
Fort Lee West for both the East Parcel and West Parcel for failure 
to pay real estates, Impositions, mortgages and any other financial 
obligations, the Redevelopment Agreement was terminated by the 
Borough and the Redeveloper de-designated as Redeveloper of 
Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of the Redevelopment 
Agreement and de-designation of the Redeveloper for both the East 
and West Parcels, the Borough is desirous of seeking a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 
East and West Parcels; and 
 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposes to utilize to 
seek a new redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 is through the 
issuance of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”) with 
the intention that upon receipt of proposals, a redeveloper will 
be selected, formally designated as redeveloper and negotiations 
on a new redevelopment agreement will commence,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough intends to 
seek additional redevelopers for the redevelopment of the 
Redevelopment Area and authorizes the issuance of a Request for 
Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”)for such purpose with the 
intention that upon receipt of proposals, a redeveloper will be 
selected, formally designated as redeveloper and negotiations on a 
redevelopment agreement will commence. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the RFQ/P shall be issued in a 

form substantially consistent with the copy attached hereto and 
made part of this Resolution 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 
effect immediately.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated Messrs. Pohan and Sargenti on 
being re-elected to the Council.  He thanked the citizens for 
voting him and his colleagues back into office.  He thanked Kay 
Nest, Democratic Party Chairwoman and the entire Democratic Party 
for their support. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – also congratulated his colleagues who were 
re-elected for another three years.   
 
 He stated that with these hard economic times, congestion 
pricing in New York is being discussed again.  This will have a 
negative effect on the Borough if it’s ever implemented.  The 
Borough needs help from outside agencies to make sure the 
congestion pricing is not implemented. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – stated that he appreciates that the citizens 
voted him and his colleagues back into office, and that the 
citizens recognize the fine work the Mayor and Council do on 
behalf of them.  He also thanked Kay Nest for the work that she 
continues to do for the Democratic Party. 
 
 He offered his congratulations to everyone who received an 
award earlier tonight. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that she looks forward to continue 
working with Messrs. Pohan, Sargenti and Sohmer.  She offered them 
her congratulations on their election victory. 
 
 She reported that the Fort Lee Health Department still has 
flu shots available. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – extended his congratulations to the citizens 
on bringing back Messrs. Pohan, Sargenti and Sohmer to the 
Council.  He added that the entire Mayor and Council work for all 
of the people regardless of political affiliation.   
 
 He’s proud to see the nation move ahead in bringing around 
real change.  He was moved by John McCain’s concession speech in 
which Mr. McCain asked everyone to support the country’s new 
president.  Newscasters pointed out that after the election not 
one American flag was burned anywhere in the world.  Everyone is  
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working together for one purpose, which is the pursuit of 
happiness, liberty and to live a life of freedom. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – congratulated Messrs. Pohan, Sargenti and Sohmer 
on their election victory.   
 
 He added that he would not consider being Mayor without the 
support of his colleagues and all of the Borough’s officials. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, this portion of the meeting was opened to the public. 
 
Speaker    Subject        Response 
 
Cliff Gold       .R-5 Redevelopment Zone -          Mayor Sokolich 
555 North Ave.     Request to Lessen Density of     Mr. Cohen 
                   any Proposed Project by 
                   Amending Zoning Regulations  
                   Before RFP’s are Received by 
                   Borough 
                                  
Nina Levinson    .R-5 Zone – Change of Use of       Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St.      Centuria Project Which She       Mr. Pohan 
                   Believed Added Residential 
                   Component to Their Proposed 
                   Redevelopment of Property 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:55 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                  Thursday, October 16, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke to the current condition of the economy 
and how it relates to the Borough. He stated that these are 
tumultuous financial times.  The Borough will continue to follow 
the policies it put into effect on January 1st of this year.  The 
Borough will continue to reduce its discretionary spending and pay 
downs its bond indebtedness.  The hiring freeze continues except 
when certain exceptions are needed in order to make sure the 
Borough is run efficiently.  Income generating items are also on 
the arisen.  In short, the goal is to stabilize the Borough’s tax 
base, reduce the Borough’s debt and to give relief to the 
taxpayers as best as the government can.  He welcomed the public 
to speak and/or to meet with him at any time in the Mayor’s 
office. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 11, 
2008 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 
25, 2008 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Goldberg 
abstaining. 
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 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 
25, 2008 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Goldberg 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 2, 
2008 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Goldberg 
abstaining. 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-43 – Repealing Ordinance #2008-30 and Replacing by 
Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 Handicapped Parking Space 
by the Post Office on the Corner of Anderson and Plateau Avenues 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-43 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE 32008-30 
AND AMENDING SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, 
SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED 
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 Mr. Grant explained that the amendment to this ordinance was 
with regard to the street measurements for the handicapped parking 
space. 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-44 – Establishing Chapter 132 “Ambulance Services” 
Establishing the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps (FLMAC) 
 

On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was amended as follows: 
 
 Mr. Cohen deemed the following amendments to be minor by 
nature. 
 
 Throughout the whole document FLMAC shall be replaced by Fort 
Lee Municipal Ambulance (FLA) 
 
 Section 5: Qualification for Membership as Active Member: 
 
 (G) The words Possess a valid CPR certification card shall be 
replaced with Possess a valid American Heart Association CPR for 
the Healthcare Provider or equivalent CPR certification cart. 
 
 Section 15: Appointment of an EMS Program Coordinator: 
 
 (12) The words Possess a valid CPR Certification card shall 
be replace with Possess a valid American Heart Association CPR for 
the Healthcare Provider or equivalent CPR certification cart. 
 
 The word shall be replaced by may and the words and shall 
report to and be supervised by the Director be added after the 
word Fort Lee. 
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 Section 17: General Supervision of Corps. 
 
 The words The Director shall coordinate with shall be 
stricken. 
 
 The words subject to the ultimate authority of the Mayor and 
Council.  The Director may exercise his/her management preogatives 
through his/her subordinates, including shall be added. 
 
 The words in the management of the Corps shall be stricken. 
  
 Section 18: Delegation of Authority. 
 
     The word subordinates shall be replaced with the word 
designee(s) twice within the paragraph. 
 
 Section 19: Command at Calls for Service. 
 

A. The words full power and absolute shall be stricken and 
replaced with the words initial scene. 
 

A. The words subject to the supercession of the Director or  
his/her designee(s) shall be added after the words of this 
chapter; 
 
 The minor amendments were approved on the following roll 
call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman  
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened as amended 
relative to Ord. #2008-44 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE CREATING AND 
ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 132 ‘AMBULANCE SERVICES’ ESTABLISHING THE 
FORT LEE MUNICIPAL AMBULANCE CORPS.”  
 
 Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, asked a series of 
questions with regard to the ordinance. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied that the Borough of Fort Lee can legally 
increase its revenues by adopting an ordinance which will allow 
the Borough to send out bills to insurance companies for ambulance 
services which are provided.  In order to receive State 
Certification and Medicare and Medicaid identification numbers the 
Borough had to jump through certain hoops.  This ordinance creates 
the vehicle to jump through the hoops.  It’s separate and apart 
from the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps.  It does not replace and/or 
interfere with the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps.  The two supplement 
each other.  Services will be rendered for the purpose by the Fort 
Lee Municipal Ambulance.  The Ambulance Corp will staff the 
ambulances within certain hours as it already does.  The Ambulance 
Corps governance will not change.  The Borough will supply per 
diem employees to staff the ambulances at other hours as it does 
today, and that will not change.  Insurance companies will now get 
a bill for the transportation.  The money at this time is paid to 
hospitals which are not providing the service.  The funds are 
going to be paid to the Borough.  For a Fort Lee resident, the 
bill will go directly to the insurance company.  It will not be a 
personal bill.  No Fort Lee resident will have to lay out any 
money. If insurance does not cover the bill and someone is 
indigent and/or cannot afford to pay there will be no collection 
procedure.  Whatever insurance pays the Borough will accept.  Out 
of town and out of state residents may get a bill depending on 
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what insurance may or may not cover. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich concurred that if a resident does not have 
insurance they will not be obligated to pay anything.  Only the 
co-pay honored by the insurance company will be sent to the 
Borough as payment.  Tonight’s ordinance is the enabling 
legislation which allows the Borough to be able to institute a 
third party billing system. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg asked if an ambulance comes to a resident’s home 
and the resident is not transported, will there be a bill.  He 
also spoke about the submittal of billings. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that if there is no transport, then 
there is no bill. 
 
 Mr. Cohen added that there are insurance billings for 
refusals of service.  They are not the same as a transport.  There 
is a category for insurance companies when an ambulance is called 
but does not make a transport. 
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that the Borough will be using the same 
reporting methodology as it does now but more information is going 
to be added.  Computer generated electronic run numbers are now in 
place and more information to the run numbers will be added. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg asked about the Borough’s third party biller. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that the Borough will provide 
information to third party biller so that they can process the 
information to the insurance company. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg asked if the Borough is going to hire someone to 
monitor the information that’s going to be sent to the third party 
billing agency. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich said that Peggy Thomas is the administrator 
for the billing, but a separate person is going to be hired so 
that the proper information gets to the billing agency. 
  
 Mr. Cohen stated that the contract is drafted but not signed 
at this point.  There are several layers of audit.  The Borough 
has the right at least once a year to send in a municipal auditor 
to audit the account at any time. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg asked how many calls does the Ambulance Corps 
make per year, and how much money is the third party biller going 
to receive. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied approximately 3,200 calls are made 
annually. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the third party biller will be 
receiving 6.5% of the gross number generated.  He believes based 
on other municipalities who are using a third party billing system 
that the Borough should generate an annual gross of anywhere 
between $600,000 and $1,000,000. 
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that Princeton, Ridgewood and Paramus are 
some of the other municipalities that have this program and they 
have not seen a drop off in their volunteerism. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg asked if the Ambulance Corps will be receiving 
more modern and better equipment if this program is instituted. 
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 Mayor Sokolich believes that the Borough has agreed that some 
of the funds generated by this program will be going to the 
Ambulance Corps to make improvements to their facilities and 
equipment. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg asked how many years is the contract with the 
third party billing agency. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied that the contract is for one year with the 
potential for a one year extension.  The contract was bided out 
and the low bidder received the contract after they were deemed 
qualified by the Borough.  The service that they have provided for 
other municipalities has been very good based on conversations the 
Borough has had with those municipalities. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that she does support 
this initiative. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that there are certain Ambulance Corps 
members who fundamentally are not in favor of attaching a bill for 
the volunteer services that they provide.  He now understands what 
there fundamental objection is.  They are truly altruistic; 
however, the Borough has an option to generate a lot of money at 
no cost to the taxpayers to help defray the ongoing and rising 
costs of the Borough.  He’s grateful to the Ambulance Corps and 
the assurances he made to the Ambulance Corps members will be met. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted as amended on the following 
roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing 
was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-12. 
 
CA-1 – Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $7,715,311.35 
Capital                                          116,457.36 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    7,028.20 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         16,506.13 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
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Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,073.64 
Redemption Account                                28,528.78 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Road Improvement Plan                            654,759.72  
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   10,351.87 
Police Justice                                    16,940.12 
 
Total:                                        $8,566,957.17 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Rebeca  
Klohe for Fire Company #1 
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Rebeca Klohe for 
Fire Company #1 was approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Six Month Maternity Leave for June Keelen,  
Municipal Court Administrator – Effective October 14th 
 

WHEREAS, June Keelen, Municipal Court Administrator of the 
Municipal Court has submitted a request, dated September 22, 2008, 
for a six month leave of absence; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
granted her request, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the above request is hereby 
authorized with an effective date of October 15, 2008. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to  
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering July 1, 2008 to 
September 30, 2008 - $1,740.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $1,300.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 
union licenses for the period covering July 1, 2008 through 
September 30, 2008. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis 
to the Department of Human Services; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $440.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the period covering July 1, 2008 through September 30, 2008.  
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Mac-On Inc.,   
(Pocket License) for 2008-2009 
 

WHEREAS, on October 3, 2007 a Special Ruling was granted from 
the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
to permit consideration of a liquor license renewal for one (1) 
plenary retail consumption license for the period of 2007-2008 and  
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2008-2009; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the renewal applications for 2008-2009 has been 
filed in the Borough Clerk’s Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall 
be renewed for the licensing year 2008-2009; and 
 
 Liquor License # Licensee 
 

1. 0219-33-040-009     Mac-On Inc. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 
is authorized and directed to sign said license and affix the 
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Person-to-Person/Place-to-Place Liquor Transfer 
From KH&Y Corp. (Inactive) to New Bang’s Kitchen, Inc. at 1355 
16th Street 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to-person/ 
place-to-place transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-
33-022-003, heretofore issued to KH&Y Corp, a New Jersey 
corporation for premises located at a mailing address of 61 Toni 
Drive, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person to person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building 
Inspector and the Fire Inspector, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing 
Body does hereby approve the person-to-person/place-to-place 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to New 
Bang’s Kitchen, Inc. at 1355 16th Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
07024 effective October 16, 2008 and does hereby direct the 
Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 
ownership. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From 
Shop-Rite Liquors Inc., to Anastasios Papavasiliou (Inactive 
License)  
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 
transfer of plenary retail distribution license 0219-44-035-004,  
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heretofore issued to Shop-Rite Liquors of Fort Lee, Inc., 
(Inactive) a New Jersey corporation for premises located at 1611 
Palisade Avenue Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail distribution license to 
Anastasios Papavasiliou at a mailing address of 1111 Buckingham 
Road, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 effective October 16, 2008 and 
does hereby direct the Municipal Clerk to endorse the license 
certificate to the new ownership. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Execution of a Licensing Agreement Between the  
Borough and Hestia, Inc., d/b/a It’s Greek to Me, 1611 Palisade 
Avenue, to Install a Permanent Canopy Over the Sidewalk Over the 
Public Right-of-Way  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A LICENSE 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND HESTIA, 
INC. d/b/a/ IT’S GREEK TO ME 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee 

adopted a Resolution approving a development by Hestia, Inc., for 
property located at Block 4202, Lots 13, and 14, and Block 4252 
Lot 11, on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, also 
know as 1611 Palisade Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolutions were approved subject to the 

Developer adhering to certain conditions, including, but not 
limited to, the Developer obtaining permission from the Mayor and 
Council prior to replacing the existing canopy with one that 
extends over the property line and intrudes onto Borough property; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed the Developer’s 

request and have agreed to grant permission to allow the Developer 
to install a canopy that will intrude onto Borough property, 
subject to the Developer entering into a license agreement with 
the Borough, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
 



Regular Meeting                                   October 16, 2008 
                                                           Page #9 
 

1. The terms of the License Agreement as outlined in the 
attached Agreement are hereby approved by the Borough of 
Fort Lee. 

 
2. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to 

execute the License Agreement with the Developer in a form 
and content acceptable to the Borough Attorney.  

 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Prepare  
Specifications for the Purchase and Installation of Two Generators 
for the Borough’s Wireless Public Safety Communication’s Network        
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State contract for:  
 
     . Purchase and Installation of Two (2) Generators for the  
        Borough’s Wireless Public Safety Communication’s Network  
   
 
CA-10 - Accepting Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc., New  
York, New York, Proposal to Provide Professional Planning 
Services to the Borough’s COAH Third Round Housing Element and 
Fair Share Plan – Fee Not to Exceed $20,000 as Outlined in Their 
Proposal Dated September 28, 2008       
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
   PROFESSIONAL PLANNING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed planner to 
undertake any analysis of the affordable housing obligation of the 
Borough as a result of actual and anticipated growth in the 
Borough to provide a comparison of the Borough actual and baseline 
obligations under the revised set of Third Round regulations for 
the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”) for the 
planning period from January 1, 2004 through December 31, 2018; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc. (“Phillips”) to perform 
such professional planning services in accordance with its 
proposal, dated September 26, 2008, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Phillip possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional planning 
services related to the analysis of the Borough’s affordable 
housing obligation and the Third Round regulations issued by COAH, 
and the vacant and developable property in the Borough to  
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determine whether an adjustment in the baseline residential and 
employment projections may be necessary; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional planning services to Phillips 
in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional planning services will be 
performed by Phillips at a cost of $20,000, which amount is above 
the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 
contract is subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit 
Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional planning services to 
be performed by Phillips is awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” 
process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 
Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional planning services to undertake an analysis of the 
Borough’s affordable housing obligation and the Third Round 
regulations issued by COAH, and the vacant and developable 
property in the Borough to determine whether an adjustment in the 
baseline residential and employment projections may be necessary 
is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 
this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Phillips shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform professional planning services to undertake an analysis of 
the Borough’s affordable housing obligation and the Third Round 
regulations issued by COAH, and the vacant and developable 
property in the Borough to determine whether an adjustment in the 
baseline residential and employment projections may be necessary, 
in accordance with its proposal, dated September 26, 2008, 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms and 
provisions of the agreement by and between Phillips and the 
Borough, dated January 24, 2008, for services as the Borough 
Planner. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this resolution, Phillips shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Phillips shall submit a 
detailed cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the 
Borough. 
 
 3. That Phillips is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
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 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-11 - Awarding Contract to Hydroqual Inc., Mahwah, New Jersey,  
to Perform Engineering Services Pertaining to the Borough’s 
Analysis of the BCUA’s Sewerage Billing – $8,500 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
       PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 
perform an analysis of the Borough’s sewer use billing from the 
Bergen County Utilities Authority (“BCUA”) and prepare a report on 
the fee structure and its impact on the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Hydroqual, Inc. (“Hydroqual”) to perform such professional 
engineer services in accordance with its proposal, dated October 
7, 2008, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Hydroqual possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the analysis of the Borough’s sewer use 
billing from the BCUA and prepare a report on the fee structure 
and its impact on the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Hydroqual in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Hydroqual at a lump sum of $8,500.00, which amount is 
below the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit 
Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 
contract is exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional engineering services to perform an analysis of the 
Borough’s sewer use billing from the BCUA and prepare a report on 
the fee structure and its impact on the Borough is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 
is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Hydroqual shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform professional engineering services related to the 
performance of an analysis of the Borough’s sewer use billing from 
the BCUA and prepare a report on the fee structure and its impact 
on the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated October 7, 
2008, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and Hydroqual, providing for 
compensation in a lump sum of $8,500.00, and further memorializing 
the scope of work and such other terms and conditions as may be 
necessary. 
 
 3. That Hydroqual is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Payment to A. Schepisi Roofing Company, 
Palisades Park, New Jersey, for Emergency Repairs Made to the Roof 
at the Fort Lee Youth Center - $22,000 
 
 WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists at the Fort Lee Youth 
Center; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the roof needs to be removed and reconstructed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there needs to be restoration of the underlying 
decking; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Supervisor of the 
General Services Department, and the Borough Administrator, A. 
Schepisi Roofing Company has been retained to make the necessary 
repairs at a price of $22,000.00, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, authorized A. Schepisi Roofing Company, 
209 14th Street, Palisades Park, New Jersey 07650 to make the 
necessary repairs; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified to the availability of funds for the emergency repair 
and is on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
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 Stanley Goldberg, 1080 Inwood Terrace, questioned CA-10. 
 
 Messrs. Sokolich and Cohen, along with Ms. Thomas responded 
to Mr. Goldberg’s questions. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-8, CA-10, CA-
11 and CA-12. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich responded to CA-8 and CA-10.  Ms. Thomas 
replied to CA-11 and CA-12. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-12) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 - Accepting Boswell McClave Engineering Proposal for  
Surveying Services for the Vacation of a Portion of Euclid Road - 
$6,100   
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Council President Sargenti chaired this portion of the 
meeting. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
          A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
        PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 
perform a boundary survey of property in the Borough to determine 
the existing right-of-way line of Euclid Road and the vacation 
limits of Euclid Road between Crescent Way and Buckingham Road; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 
professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated September 23, 2008, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the performance of a boundary survey of 
property in the Borough; and  
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Boswell at a cost of $6,100, which amount is below 
the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 
contract is exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional engineering services to prepare a boundary survey of 
property in the Borough to determine the existing right-of-way 
line of Euclid Road and to the vacation limits of Euclid Road 
between Crescent Way and Buckingham Road is in the best interests 
of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 
necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to the performance of a 
boundary survey of property in the Borough to determine the 
existing right-of-way line of Euclid Road and to the vacation 
limits of Euclid Road between Crescent Way and Buckingham Road, in 
accordance with its proposal, dated September 23, 2008, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms and provisions of the 
agreement by and between Boswell and the Borough, dated as of 
January 1, 2008, for services as the Borough Engineer. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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APPOINTMENT 
 
A-1 – Emergency Management Coordinator 
 
 Mayor Sokolich announced that he has re-appointed Police 
Captain Stephen Ferraro as the Borough’s Emergency Management 
Coordinator retroactively from May 6, 2008 to May 5, 2011.  
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the Fort Lee Office of  
Cultural & Heritage Affairs will be sponsoring the program 
“Broadway & The Yiddish Theatre”, from Fannie Brice to Molly 
Picon.  The program will be presented by Inna Leytush on 
Wednesday, October 29th at the Jack Alter Community Center at 7:30 
p.m.  
 
 He stated that on various Fridays the Jack Alter Community 
Center will be holding Riveria Cabaret Nights at 8:00 p.m.  The 
cabaret nights will be held on October 17th, November 7th and 
November 28th which are also sponsored by the Office of Cultural & 
Heritage Affairs. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that on Saturday, October 25th, V.F.W 
Post #2342 will be sponsoring a dance at the Fort Lee Recreation 
Center beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Tickets are $15.00.  The proceeds 
of the event will go towards the V.F.W. Veterans Square and the 
Thomas Paine Statue fund. 
 
 He reminded everyone to vote on Tuesday, November 4th. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – stated that the United Homeowners will be 
sponsoring a candidate’s night on Tuesday, October 21st at the 
Lewis F. Cole Middle School beginning at 7:30 p.m. Refreshments 
will be served. 
 
 He also announced that the Fort Lee Cooperative and 
Condominium Association will be holding their candidate’s debate 
on Tuesday, October 28th at the Fort Lee Library beginning at 7:00 
p.m.  Refreshments will also be served at this event. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced that the Fort Health 
Department’s 14th annual Health Fair will be held this Saturday at 
the Jack Alter Community Center from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Flu 
shots will be given and numerous health screenings and 
consultations will be offered. 
 
 
Mr. Grant - stated that both the executive session and regular 
meeting of the Mayor and Council scheduled for next Thursday, 
October 23rd have been cancelled. 
 
 He reminded voters that voting hours are from 6:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. on November 4th. 
 
 
Ms. Thomas – stated that the Rag-a-Muffin Parade sponsored by the 
Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce will be held on Saturday,  
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October 25th.   
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker   Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson       .Skateboard Park Sanctions    Ms. Thomas  
1560 West St.                                     Mayor Sokolich 
 
                    .Leaf Collection/Lack of      Mayor Sokolich 
                      Fixed Schedule              Ms. Thomas 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:55 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, September 25, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Goldberg 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that he has an unavoidable family 
commitment that he cannot miss, and that he will be leaving the 
meeting after his opening remarks; however he wanted to clarify an 
issue that has come up over the past couple of weeks. 
 
 He mentioned that a lot of the members in the audience 
tonight have come out to discuss the Borough’s leaf removal 
program.  In politics he has learned that when someone 
inaccurately interprets something and disseminates it to the 
public that the story only gets worse and worse.  He responded to 
approximately forty-five people today with regard to the Borough’s 
leaf removal program.  He said that the Borough’s curbside leaf 
pickup program will continue to exist.  It’s not being terminated.  
He explained that the Borough is becoming environmentally 
sensitive and fiscally prudent.  Over the course of any leaf 
season the Borough expends anywhere from $75,000 to $100,000 
cleaning its sewers from leaf debris.  The Borough is going to on 
a voluntarily basis ask any resident to consider bagging their 
leaves.  If they are bagged they are to be left curbside and the 
Borough will pick them up.  If a person does not bag their leaves, 
there will be no penalty and the leaves will also be picked up 
curbside.  From an environmental standpoint it’s better if the 
Borough bags the leaves.  Any homeowner can pick up to ten bags 
for free at the Department of Public Works.  The purpose of the 
initiative was to keep the sewer lines unclogged.  The Borough 
also receives insurance claims due to having the leaves in the 
street which can lead to roads being narrow for cars to get  
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through them during the leaf removal season.  He said that 
residents received a letter from a local landscaper which had 
material inaccuracies, such as that the Borough will not have 
curbside leaf pickup and that residents will have to purchase 
recyclable bags and bag all of its fall debris.  The landscaper 
indicated in his letter that it’s a statewide issue and that the 
landscaper after doing research indicated that it’s not a 
statewide issue.  Mayor Sokolich suspects that the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) within the next 
couple of years is going to require all towns to bag their leaves.  
If the legislature adopts a law or if the DEP mandates the 
program, it will be an authority higher than the Borough’s and 
residents will have no choice but to comply.  The landscaper’s 
letter also indicated that resident’s costs would double or 
triple.  Mayor Sokolich believes that’s not true and that he will 
be responding to his letter. 
 

He concluded by stating that the Borough’s leaf removal 
program is intact and that he’s asking residents to volunteer to 
bag their leaves.  It’s an environmentally sound practice that 
will save the Borough money cleaning it sewers from leaf debris, 
and that the Borough’s streets will be easier to navigate by 
having less leaf debris on them.  Ordinance #2008-41 will be 
tabled later this evening. 

 
 Mayor Sokolich left at this point in the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 Council President Sargenti chaired the remainder of the 
meeting from this point forward. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance #2008-41 – Amending Chapter 356, Section 25, Solid 
Waste, Source Separation of Leaves – Placement of Leaves in Brown  
Paper Bags Shall be Placed Curbside From October 15th to December 
15th 
 
 Councilman Pohan offered a motion, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer to table Ordinance #2008-41 listed below: 
 
“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 356, SOLID WASTE, OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 The Ordinance was tabled on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
            Sargenti 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 21, 
2008 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-43 - Repealing Ordinance #2008-30 and Replacing by 
Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 Handicapped Parking Space 
by the Post Office on the Corner of Anderson and Plateau Avenues 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2008-43 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
REPEALING ORDINANCE 32008-30 AND AMENDING SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER  
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388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 16, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-44 - Establishing Chapter 132 “Ambulance Services” 
Establishing the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps (FLMAC) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-44 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
CREATING AND ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 132 ‘AMBULANCE SERVICES’ 
ESTABLISHING THE FORT LEE MUNICIPAL AMBULANCE CORPS,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 16, 
2008. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS CONTINUED 
 
Ordinance #2008-39 – Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of Handicapped Parking Spaces by 1019 Glen Road and 459 
Grandview Place  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-39 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED "HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES".” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-40 – Amending Chapter 339, Sections 5,6 & 7 With 
Regard to Removal of Shopping Carts 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-40 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 339 SHOPPING CARTS, SECTION 5 REMOVAL BY BOROUGH, SECTION 
6 NOTICE OF REMOVAL AND REDEMPTION, AND SECTION 7 REDEMPTION BY 
OWNER, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
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Ordinance #2008-42 - Amending Chapter 410, Sections 51.D(1), 51-
E(1)(b), 52 and 53, Amendments to the Borough’s Recently Updated 
Sign and Façade Ordinance 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2008-
42 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 410, 
ZONING OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE CONCERNING ARTICLE XII SIGNAGE AND FACADES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-8. 
 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $15,000,658.34 
Capital                                          515,838.08 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,975.00 
Trip Admissions                                    2,410.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                        109,243.69 
Special Dog Account                                  500.00 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                   15,678.08 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,067.48 
Redemption Account                               232,351.49 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Road Improvement Plan                            216,911.71  
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    2,388.17 
Police Justice                                     7,997.57 
 
Total:                                       $16,110.350.96 
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CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #993 for the Church of the  
Madonna 
 

WHEREAS, the Church of the Madonna, 340 Main Street, Fort 
Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a 50-50 raffle application for 
October 26, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #993, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Payment to Gotthold Paving LLC, for Emergency 
Repairs Made to Hoefley’s Lane and Casper Lane – $10,470.00 
 
 WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists at Hoefleys Lane and 
Casper Lane; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the sanitary manhole needs to be removed and 
reconstructed using new frames and grates; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there needs to be asphalt and concrete restoration; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
Department of Public Works, and the Superintendent of Sewers, 
Gotthold Paving has been retained at a price of $10,470.00, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to Gotthold Paving LLC, 
P.O. Box 205, Edgewater, NJ 07020; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of 
the Borough Clerk and that funds are available under capital 
account #04-2150-55-2234-011. 
 
 
CA-4 - Approving the Entry of a Ground Lease Agreement with the 
Regency Co-Op, Inc., Pertaining to the Borough’s Public Safety 
Communications Network Project 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING 
THE ENTRY OF A GROUND LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE 
REGENCY CO-OP, INC. PERTAINING TO THE PUBLIC 
SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) previously determined to improve the Borough’s public 
safety radio communications system; and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to the Borough 

authorized the hiring of Concepts To Operations, Inc. to evaluate 
the existing radio communication system, and to provide a report 
outlining findings and recommendations; and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the provision of a 
wireless public safety communications network; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough subsequently determined that the bid 
submitted by M/A-COM, Inc. (“M/A-COM”) was in compliance with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications, constituted the lowest 
responsible and complying bidder for the provision of a wireless 
public safety communications network, and awarded a contract to 
M/A COM; and 

 
 WHEREAS, The Regency Co-Op, Inc. (“Regency”) is the owner of 
certain property and high rise premises located at 2150 Center 
Avenue in the Borough, which property has been determined to serve 
as the site producing the optimal transmission and receiving 
capabilities for the Borough’s wireless public safety 
communications system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to use a portion of the roof 
and facilities of the Regency’s premises for installation, 
maintenance and operation of radio transmitting and receiving 
equipment and other associated equipment in connection with the 
improvement to its wireless public safety communications system 
for the protection of its citizens and emergency personnel; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in the best 
interest of the public to enter into a lease agreement with the 
Regency; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to enter into a 
lease agreement with the Regency related to the Borough’s proposed 
wireless public safety communications network project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the authorization of a lease agreement with the 
Regency related to the Borough’s proposed wireless public safety 
communications network project is in the best interests of the 
Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That a Ground Lease Agreement shall be and is hereby 
approved related to the Borough’s proposed wireless public safety 
communications network project in accordance with the document 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and 
contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 
satisfactory to the Borough and the Municipal Attorney. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute the Ground Lease Agreement by and between the Borough and 
the Regency, memorializing the compensation to be paid by the 
Borough to the Regency and the lease rights of the Borough,  and 
such other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the Ground Lease Agreement. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 
Clerk’s office. 
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CA-5 - Awarding Contract (RFP) to Ambulance Reimbursement  
Systems, Inc., Allentown, Pennsylvania, for Third Party Billing 
Services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps for a Period 
of One Year 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO AMBULANCE  
REIMBURSEMENT SYSTEMS, INC. FOR THE PROVISION OF THIRD  
PARTY BILLING SERVICES FOR THE FORT LEE MUNICIPAL  
AMBULANCE CORPS 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the provision of third 
party billing services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council had previously authorized the 

preparation and issuance of a Request for Proposals (“RFP”) in 
order to solicit Proposals from experienced firms for the 
provision of third party billing services for the Fort Lee 
Municipal Ambulance Corps pursuant to competitive contracting 
procedures, as set forth at N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1, et seq., and 
previously approved by the NJ Department of Community Affairs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 30, 2008, the Borough issued a RFP for the 
provision of third party billing services for the Fort Lee 
Municipal Ambulance Corps; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 28, 2008, the Borough received three 
conforming proposals (“Proposals”) in response to its RFP, which 
were thoroughly reviewed and evaluated by the Borough Counsel and 
Borough Administrator (the “Evaluation Committee”), and which 
Committee personally interviewed the two leading Proposers who 
made presentations to the Committee in support of their Proposals; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, based on a review of the Proposals submitted, the 
subsequent responses to requests for information and in-person 
interviews and independent investigation, the Evaluation Committee 
has submitted a report and analysis to the Mayor and Council and 
formally recommended that the Borough award a contract for the 
provision of third party billing services for the Fort Lee 
Municipal Ambulance Corps to Ambulance Reimbursement Systems, 
Inc., in accordance with the terms of the RFP, which 
recommendation has been made publicly available pursuant to 
applicable law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to accept the recommendation of 
the Evaluation Committee and award a contract for the provision of 
third party billing services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance 
Corps to Ambulance Reimbursement Systems, Inc., 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 

 
(1) That the Proposal submitted by Ambulance Reimbursement 

Systems, Inc. (July 28, 2008 proposal which has been attached 
hereto and made a part hereof), is hereby determined to be the 
most advantageous to the Borough, the lowest quoted fees by a 
responsible provider and other factors considered, and Ambulance 
Reimbursement Systems, Inc., be and is hereby awarded a contract 
for the provision of third party billing services for the Fort Lee 
Municipal Ambulance Corps for a period of one year with two one 
year renewal options at the Borough’s discretion, in accordance 
with the terms of the RFP; and    
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(2) That the Mayor is authorized to execute a contract, the 

terms and conditions of which are, in a form and content, 
acceptable to the Borough Attorney, with Ambulance Reimbursement 
Systems, Inc. on behalf of the Borough; and  

 
(3) The awarding and/or execution of a contract for the 

provision of third party billing services for the Fort Lee 
Municipal Ambulance Corps shall be subject to the Mayor and 
Council passing an Ordinance authorizing the creation of the Fort 
Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps and the billing for emergency 
medical services.  In the event that the Mayor and Council fail to 
pass such Ordinance, any contract entered into by the Borough for 
the provision of third party billing services for the Fort Lee 
Municipal Ambulance Corps shall become automatically voided; and       

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 

contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 
Clerk’s office; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 

the award of the contract in a newspaper as required by law. 
 
 

CA-6 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications 
and Advertise for Bids for an Escape System for the Fire  
Department 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State contract for:  
 
     . Fire Department Escape System  
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Settlement Agreement With Ray Levy, Director of 
Economic Development 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has employed Mr. Raymond 

Levy as its Director of Economic Development since on or about 
March 12, 1998; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Levy has and continues to well serve the Borough 

in that position and constitutes a unique resource of 
institutional knowledge for the Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Levy is desirous of pursuing other 

entrepreneurial and employment opportunities in the private 
sector; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough and its 

citizens to facilitate an efficient transition of Mr. Levy’s 
duties from him to a Borough designated successor, through the 
execution of the instant Employment and Separation Agreement (the 
”Agreement”) successor; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Levy is also desirous of effectively 

transitioning his duties as Director of Economic Development to a 
successor designated by the Borough, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes the Mayor, to execute on 
behalf of the Borough the attached Employment and Separation 
Agreement between the Borough and Mr. Levy. (Available in the  
Office of the Borough Clerk) 
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CA-8 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Kent Baez  
for Fire Co. #3        

 
The auxiliary firefighter application for Kent Baez for Fire 

Co. #3 was approved. 
 
 

 Stanley Goldberg, 1050 Inwood Terrace, questioned CA-5 and 
CA-7. 
 
 Messrs. Cohen and Cervieri replied to CA-5.  Mr. Cohen 
responded to CA-7 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street inquired about CA-4 and 
expressed her approval with regard to CA-6. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied to CA-4. 
 
 George Porto, 450 Central Boulevard, questioned CA-5 and CA-
7. 
 
 Messrs. Sargenti and Pohan spoke to CA-5.  Mr. Cohen replied 
to CA-7. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-8) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission in 
conjunction with the Bergen County Film Commission is sponsoring 
the “Reel Jersey Film Festival”.  It started tonight and runs 
through Sunday, with most of the events being held at the Williams 
Center for the Arts, in Rutherford.  Information regarding the 
entire schedule can be checked out at the Film Commission’s 
website at www.fortleefilm.org. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – reminded everyone that on October 5th the Fort 
Lee Education Foundation will be sponsoring the Tour de Fort Lee 
which consists of a twelve mile bicycle ride and two mile walk.  
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. at the Fort Lee Community Center 
with a starting time of 9:00 a.m. rain or shine.  After the 
bicycle ride and walk, the unveiling of the Jack Alter Community 
Center sign at the Jack Alter Community Center will be held at 
11:30 a.m., and finally on October 5th the Fort Lee Senior Citizen 
Picnic will be held at 1:00 p.m. at the Fort Lee High School 
Parking Lot. 
 
 He stated that the leaf removal situation got a little bit 
out of hand this week, and he thanked the Mayor and Council, along 
with the Borough Administrator for their handling of the 
situation.  He reminded residents that they go over to the DPW to 
pickup their bags.  He urged the landscapers not to put the leaves 
near the sewers.  The Borough has a combined sewer system and 
there is a high cost to remove the leaves which clog up the 
Borough’s pump stations. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy and healthy Rosh Hashanah. 
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Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced that September is library card 
sign-up month.  The Fort Lee Public Library is encouraging 
everyone to get a library card.  The card is valid in all Bergen 
County Libraries which list is available at the Fort Lee Public 
Library.   
 
 She announced the following library events: 
 

1. Saturday, September 27th at 1:00 p.m. - Dan Russo will be  
    giving a lecture “History of The Holocaust”. 
 
2. Saturday, October 4th at 3:00 p.m. – The Libby Richman  
    Jazz Trio will be performing. 

 
3. Thursday, October 16th at 2:00 p.m. - The movie “Little    
    Miss Sunshine” will be shown. 
 
4. Saturday, October 18th at 3:00 p.m. – Soprano, Elizabeth  

Tyron will be singing classical and popular songs. 
 

5. Sunday, October 19th at 1:30 p.m. - The movie “Fanny and  
    Alexander” will be shown. 

 
 She also wished everyone a happy and healthy Rosh Hashanah. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of  
Commerce will be holding its second annual golf tournament on 
Wednesday, October 15th at Patriot Hills Golf Club in Stony Point, 
New York.  The event raises money for the Chamber’s scholarship 
fund and for other programs that the Chamber runs.  The cost is 
$150.00 for members, $160.00 for non-members.  For further 
information contact the Chamber at 201-944-7575. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject        Response 
 
Donald Balestri      .Bagging of Leaves/         Ms. Thomas 
1566 Anderson Ave.     Landscaping Letter        Mr. Cohen 
                                                 Mr. Cervieri 
                                                 Mr. Sargenti 
                                                 Mr. Sohmer 
 
Nina Levinson        .Bagging of Leaves 
1560 West St. 
 
 
George Porto         .Bagging of Leaves/         Ms. Thomas 
450 Central Blvd.      Disposal Areas for        Mr. Cervieri 
                       Leaf Removal               
 
                     .Dupree’s Concert           Ms. Thomas 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:40 p.m.  
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, September 11, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that today is the 7th anniversary of 
one of America’s worst and horrific tragedies.  As Mayor he speaks 
to hundreds of people on a monthly basis and it’s said that he’s 
rarely at a loss for words.  It’s hard for him to articulate the 
words to express how he feels about the tragedy that occurred on 
September 11, 2001.  He’ll never forget that morning when he 
received a phone call in his office from his law partner and how 
he watched history unfold in front of his and the world’s eyes.  
He ultimately watched both World Trade Centers come down with the 
loss of thousand of life’s, along with the assault of the 
Pentagon, and the plane crashing in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.  He 
remembers him and many other parents going to the public schools 
and taking their children out, fearful that the terrorists attacks 
could spread to the Borough.  Ultimately, all the parents of the 
kids got to the school safely to retrieve their children even 
though it took some of them all day because of the tragedy.  He 
said he may have not suffered a personal loss on that day, but 
this is how he experience 9/11. It put into perspective how the 
relatives of victims had to deal with their loved ones going off 
to work in perfect health and watching on television to realize 
that their family members were never returning, in what was a 
senseless, tragic act of terrorism.  He also learned on that day 
the Borough is a wonderful place to live as the Borough’s first 
responders; the police department, the fire department, emergency 
management personnel, volunteer ambulance corps members all rose 
to the occasion.  He was and continues to be a proud resident of 
the Borough.   
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 He requested a moment of silence at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 14, 2008 
Executive Session were approved. 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 4, 
2008 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-39 – Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of Handicapped  Parking Spaces by 1019 Glen Road and 459 
Grandview Place  
   
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-39 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, 
SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED 
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 25, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-40 - Amending Chapter 339, Sections 5,6 & 7 With 
Regard to Removal of Shopping Carts 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-40 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 339 SHOPPING CARTS, SECTION 5 
REMOVAL BY BOROUGH, SECTION 6 NOTICE OF REMOVAL AND REDEMPTION, 
AND SECTION 7 REDEMPTION BY OWNER, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed 
on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 25, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-41 - Amending Chapter 356, Section 25, Solid 
Waste, Source Separation of Leaves – Placement of Leaves in Brown 
Paper Bags Shall be  Placed Curbside From October 15th to December 
15th 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-41 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 356, SOLID WASTE, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 25, 
2008. 
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Ordinance #2008-42 - Amending Chapter 410, Sections 51.D(1), 51-
E(1)(b), 52 and 53, Amendments to the Borough’s Recently Updated 
Sign and Façade Ordinance 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-42 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO 
AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 410, ZONING OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE CONCERNING ARTICLE XII 
SIGNAGE AND FACADES,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 25, 
2008. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-37 – Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of Handicapped  Parking Space on Linwood Avenue, North 
of the Apex of the  Northwest Corner of Main Street and Linwood 
Avenue 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-37 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2008-38 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking Along a Portion of the East Curb of 12th Street Off of 
North Avenue 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-38 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE, ENTITLED "NO PARKING.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-9. 
 
CA-1 - Approving Raffle License #992 for Fort Lee High School PTSA 
 

WHEREAS, the Fort Lee High School PTSA, 3000 Lemoine Avenue,  
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Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a calendar raffle application 
for December 2008 through February 27, 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #992, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
 
CA-2 - Authorizing the Hiring of Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department – Termination Date December 31st 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 
date of September 1, 2008 and a termination date of December 31, 
2008. 
 
 
 
CA-3 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application for Contracted Child Day Care for the Fort Lee       
Assistance and Support Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) - $30,000 
 
     WHEREAS, a Bergen County Development Grant in the amount of  
$30,000.00 for contract child day care tuition subsidy; a very 
important support service which is made available to low income 
parents participating in the Housing Authority’s Family Self-
Sufficiency Program which is operated by the Fort Lee Housing 
Authority in the municipality  of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the Municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 
Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 
     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.   
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CA-4 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for Funds 
for Operating Expenses of the Non-Profit “F.L.A.S.H. Corporation” 
- $30,000 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnership Grant 
in the amount of $30,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 
Assistance and Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation, for 
operating expenses of the non-profit “F.L.A.S.H.” in the 
municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the Municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
 
CA-5 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant for  
Improvements to the Harry J. Holtje House - $50,000 
 
     WHEREAS, a Bergen County Development Grant of $50,000.00 has 
been proposed by the Fort Lee Housing Authority for funds for 
improvements to the Harry J. Holtje House, located at 1403, 1405 
and 1407 Teresa Drive, Fort Lee New Jersey; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the Municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 
Fort Lee hereby confirm endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 
     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.   
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CA-6 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application as  Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for the 
Lease/Purchase Program of a Single Family Home - $100,000 
 
 WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnership Grant  
in the amount of $100,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 
Assistance & Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation, for the 
acquisition of a single family house or condominium for the 
Lease/Purchase Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the Municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.  
 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewals for Madelemily LLC and 
Yogi’s Two Inc. for 2008-2009) 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that plenary retail consumption license and plenary retail 
distribution license, for the year 2008/2009 be issued to each of 
the applicants listed below for premises designated opposite their 
respective names for the distribution or sale of alcoholic 
beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 
 
0219-44-015-004   MADELEMILY LLC    
0219-33-046-008   YOGI’S TWO INC.   YIGA RESTAURANT 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications  
and Advertise for Bids for a Fire Pumper Truck for the Fire 
Department 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized to prepare specifications and advertise for bids 
for: 
 
     . Fire Pumper Truck for the Fire Department  
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CA-9 - Accepting Resignation Notice from the Law Office of Dennis  
Oury, as Special Economic Development Counsel 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the Borough of Fort Lee hereby accepts the 
resignation letter dated September 9, 2008 from Dennis Oury, Esq., 
as Special Economic Development Counsel. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-2, CA-3, CA-4, 
CA-5, CA-6 and CA-8. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Sokolich, Cervieri and Sohmer replied 
to CA-2.  Messrs. Cervieri and Sohmer spoke to CA-3, CA-4, CA-5 
and CA-6.  Mayor Sokolich responded to CA-8. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-9) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 

A-1 – Sign/Façade Review Committee (Mayor’s Designee and 
Appointment) 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Craig Weinstein as his designee to 
the Sign/Façade Review Committee. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Andrew Kim to the Sign/Façade Review 
Committee.  
 
 Both appointments have an initial term expiring on December 
31, 2009. 
 
 
A-2 – Sign/Façade Review Committee (Council Appointments) 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Donald Porrino, Howard Joh, and 

Frank Patti to serve as members of the Sign/Façade Review 
Committee for an initial term expiring on December 31, 2009. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
  
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that on Saturday, September 13th, the 
Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs in conjunction with the Fort 
Lee Artist’s Guild will be sponsoring “Art in the Park” from 10:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Local artist’s work will be displayed and next 
door at the Fort Lee Museum there will be an exhibit from the 
archives of the museum which will run through December of this 
year. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that along with the appointments made 
earlier tonight, Mr. Pohan as liaison to the sign/review façade 
committee, does a productive and fantastic job and is an integral 
part of the committee.   
 
 Mr. Pohan added that the members of the committee are a 
highly competent group of people who need very little guidance 
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from him and that they do an excellent job on behalf of the 
Borough. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – mentioned that Scott Vasel was a young man who 
lived in Fort Lee ten to fifteen years ago, got married and moved 
out of the Borough.  He had two little boys and was one of the 
victims in the World Trade Center.  It was only his second day of 
work at the World Trade Center when he died.  His mother, Mynda, 
had been a long time employee of the Fort Lee Police Department.  
The Fort Lee High School has established the Scott Vasel 
Scholarship Fund, and he encouraged residents to make a donation 
in his name.  Anyone interested in making a donation to the fund 
should contact the high school.  
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – echoed some of the sentiments that the Mayor 
spoke about 9/11 earlier this evening.  He stated that he was on 
the Council at that time and he remembered how well the Borough’s 
emergency responders handled themselves.  The Fort Lee Police 
Department protected the George Washington Bridge because of the 
decimation to the Port Authority Police Department at the World 
Trade Center.  The Borough’s Fire Department sent one of their 
fire trucks to a firehouse in Harlem because of what was happening 
to the various New York City Fire Departments, the Ambulance Corps 
was down at West Street for days in case there were survivors and 
Emergency Management had set-up triage at the high school because 
Fort Lee was going to be one of the areas that survivors were 
going to be sent to.  He closed by stating that the residents 
should feel very secure because of the way the Borough’s emergency 
services perform. 
 
 He announced that on Sunday, October 5th, the Third Annual 
Tour de Fort Lee will be held.  It raises money for the Fort Lee 
Education Foundation.  Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. at the 
Jack Alter Community Center.  Both events start at 9:00 a.m. which 
consist of a twelve mile bicycle ride and a two mile walk.  
Applications are available at Borough Hall and the Community 
Center.  He urged resident to participate.   
 
 
Councilman Sargenti - stated that besides the tragic consequences 
of 9/11, the unknown of not being able to contact family and/or 
friends was frightening.  He was concerned for himself because 
both his brothers worked in the area where the attacks occurred, 
but fortunately they were not injured. 
 
 He expressed thanks to the public and the Borough for their 
support after his father died on July 24th.   
 
 He stated that with school back in session drivers should be 
extra vigilant when driving in and around school zones. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – spoke about 9/11 and after the attacks she 
thought about going upstate with her daughter, Brett to visit 
Brett’s grandfather, but her daughter said that she wanted to stay 
put.  To her that symbolized everyone’s strength and feelings 
about how everyone united and bonded together during this tragedy. 
 
 
 She read the following memo from Stephen Wielkocz, Health 
Officer: 
 
 “August was adolescent medicine abuse month.  The use of over  
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the counter cough and cold preparations by adolescents in search 
of a cheap high has reached epidemic proportions.  The number of 
deaths related to this use is almost as high as automobile 
accident deaths.  Prescription drug abuse is also increasing among 
all ages.  For more information regard drugs of abuse, call the 
‘Poison Control Center’ at 1-800-222-1222.  Services are free and 
confidential.” 
 
 She announced the following Fort Lee Public Library events: 
 

1. Saturday, September 20th at 2:00 p.m. – Miriam Sobel will 
    discuss her book “Worlds Apart” 
 
2. Sunday, October 26th – Antique Appraisals by Rose Hill 

 Auction Galleries  
 

3. Sunday, November 23rd – James Viola will speak during 
“Retreat to Victory” weekend about his project with  
regard to the historical importance of Fort Lee 

 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that on Wednesday, October 8th, the 
Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce and the Interchamber 
Consortium (ICC) will be holding a three minute networking event 
at the Westfield Garden State Plaza, in Paramus.  The ICC consists 
of sixteen area chambers that work together to hold joint 
networking events. 
 
 He announced that the Rag-A-Muffin Parade will be held on 
Saturday, October 25th.  Details of the event will be announced in 
the near future. 
 
 He offered his prayers for those who suffered, for those who 
achieved great heights of heroism and for those who remind us that 
freedom is something that’s earned.  A lot of people gave up their 
lives to make sure everyone else is free in this great country.  
He thanked the families for those who have done so much for so 
many. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject       Response 
 
Joan Nassavera        .Condominium/Cooperative      Mayor Sokolich 
2000 Linwood Ave.       Conversion Planning Report  Mr. Cervieri 
                                                    Mr. Pohan 
                                                    Ms. Thomas 
                                                    Mr. Cohen 
 
 
Nina Levinson         .October 5th Senior Picnic 
1560 West St. 
                      .Bagging of Leaves            Mr. Pohan 
                                                    Ms. Thomas 
                                                    Mr. Cervieri 
 
 
Douglas Sugarman      .Comments/Reflections of 
2100 Linwood Ave.       9/11 
 
                      .Potential Administrative     Mayor Sokolich 
                        Law That Would Require 
                        Hi-Rise Buildings to be 
                        Retrofitted With  
                        Sprinkler Systems 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:03 p.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                   Thursday, August 21, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
     ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich had no report tonight. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 12, 2008 
Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 14, 2008 
Special Meeting were approved with Councilman Pohan abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 17, 2008 
Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 24, 
2008 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 7, 
2008 Special Meeting were approved with Councilman Goldberg 
abstaining. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-37 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of Handicapped  Parking Space on Linwood Avenue, North 
of the Apex of the  Northwest Corner of Main Street and Linwood 
Avenue 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-37 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE  
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69,  
SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED  
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 11, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-38 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking Along  the East Curb of 12th Street Off of North Avenue  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-38 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED "NO PARKING" ,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 11, 
2008. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-34 -Amending Chapter 345 “Site Plan Review” and 
Chapter 410 “Zoning” of the Code of the Borough – Design Standards 
and Guidelines in the C-1 Central Business District, Regulation of 
Non-Conforming Uses, Signage and Facades and General Sign 
Regulations 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-34 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 345, SITE PLAN 
REVIEW AND CHAPTER 410 ZONING OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE.” 
 
 Donald Porrino, 555 North Avenue, stated that he’s 
representing the sign/façade review committee’s interests with 
regard to this ordinance.  He thanked the Mayor and Council for 
getting this ordinance on its books as it gives the sign/façade 
review committee a tool to work with.  He said that one of the 
questions he needs to have clarified is what Board a person would 
turn to if an applicant cannot comply with the ordinance.  He was 
under an impression that it would go to the Planning Board for a 
sign waiver, unless a certain sign was not a permitted sign, where 
it would then go to the Board of Adjustment because it would be a 
use issue. If someone wanted to increase the letter size or have 
more colors, he believes the Planning Board would be the proper 
place to go, but he was not sure. 
 

Mayor Sokolich responded that question rests best with the 
New Jersey’s Municipal Land Use Law.  If it’s a stand alone 
application on a sign, and it’s not in conjunction with another 
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application, then it’s his belief it would probably go to the 
Board of Adjustment. 
 
 Mr. Porrino said that he spoke to Barbara Klein, Planning 
Administrator, earlier in the morning who told him that she 
believes it would go to the Planning Board. 
 
 Michael Jovishoff, representative for Phillips, Preiss 
Shapiro Associates, Inc., the Borough’s Planner, stated that if it 
was a zoning issue it would go before the Planning Board as a 
variance.  If it was a site plan issue it would go for a waiver 
and also be heard in front of the Planning Board. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked if Mr. Jovishoff’s office would make a 
recommendation as to where this type of application that Mr. 
Porrino was talking about, go. 
 
 Mr. Jovishoff responded affirmatively. 
 
 It was agreed that the language should be changed on a 
portion of page 14 from: “Board of Adjustment, unless the sign is 
part of a development for which a site plan is required, in which 
ease the application shall be submitted to the Planning Board” to: 
appropriate Borough governing Board for review and approval 
pursuant to the requirements of the New Jersey Municipal Land Use 
Law. 
  
 Mr. Cohen stated that this qualified as a minor amendment and 
that no re-advertisement of the ordinance would be needed. 
 
 Mr. Porrino spoke to page 25 of the ordinance with regard to 
section 410-51E(1)(b) which states “The total area of signage for 
all business or tenants in a building shall not exceed the area of 
signage that would be allowed if there were a single tenant.”  He 
stated that he did not understand what that meant. He believes a 
clarification of some type needs to be made. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich agreed that a clarification needs to be made 
to this portion of the ordinance.  The idea is to promote business 
and if you have multiple tenants then this portion of the 
ordinance would thwart business. 
 
 Mr. Porrino spoke to page 44 dealing with security grilles.  
He recommended that the language “carefully integrated into the 
storefront design” be eliminated and that the security grilles be 
installed inside the storefront opening.  Gates should not be 
outside at the facades.  He added that this is not an issue for 
the Fire Department because they can break the lock on the inside 
as easily as the outside. 
 
 Mr. Cohen on questioning from Mayor Sokolich deemed this also 
a minor amendment. 
 
 Mr. Porrino would like to see an escrow established for each 
application.  This would be done so that the applicant will call 
for a final inspection to get their money back.  At that time the 
Building Department can make their inspection, check on what the 
sign/façade review committee approved and what they have issued a 
permit for.  He added that he has spoken to Ms. Thomas and that 
this is something that does not have to be done overnight, but if 
approved it will help enforcement. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri asked if what Porrino is requesting is within 
the body of the ordinance. 
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 Ms. Thomas replied that there is a separate ordinance within 
the escrow portion of the zoning ordinance and that this new 
escrow would have to be created.  
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that the public should not have to pay 
extra money for something that should be done by the Building 
Department as part of their regular duties.  He believes that 
there needs to be more follow-up with regard to certificates of 
occupancy, but the burden should not fall on the public to pay 
more money. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich praised the members of the sign committee 
which current includes Donald Porrino, Frank Patti, Howard Joh, 
Andrew Kim and Craig Weinstein.  He explained that the group was 
assigned a very difficult task which was to provide advice, 
guidance and counsel on all signs that are put up in the Borough.  
Many signs have been thwarted that would have gone through as 
permitted, but would have not enhanced the look of the Borough.  
The committee has been able to get applicants to change their 
applications and go in a different manner.  The impact of this 
will not been seen and realized overnight, but as months and years 
go by the Borough will become much more aesthetically pleasing. He 
closed by saying that the ordinance actually gives the sign/façade 
review committee the right to exist. 
 
 Michael Feiler, 2157 Center Avenue, spoke about the 
application of signs with regard to tenants at strip malls. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that existing owners of signs are not 
compelled to change their signage to comply with the new law. 
 
 Mr. Feiler asked how a store will handle different types of 
sale signs. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that the ordinance includes temporary 
signage.  He mentioned that if someone has a weekly going out of 
business sale, the Borough will be trying to eliminate that kind 
of usage.  The goal is to encourage business. 
 
 Mr. Feiler spoke about owners had specific signs for specific 
items.  He’s trying to cover the gray areas the ordinance may not 
include. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the goal is to get people to 
comply with the ordinance and eliminate unlimited signage.  The 
ordinance also deals with streetscaping and facades.  
 
 Mr. Porrino read the part of the ordinance that relates to 
temporary signage and the ability to get temporary signage two 
times a year for up to thirty days.  He added that was part of the 
old ordinance as well. 
 
 Mr. Feiler said that there are stores that want to advertise 
for different seasons and that the Borough’s ordinance as written 
does not necessarily help the merchants who may want to advertise 
different items during different seasons.  He said that 
supermarkets and gas stations have different provisions. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that if the ordinance is made broader 
with regard to temporary signage then the ordinance will be 
diluted.  He said that he will take Mr. Feiler’s comments under 
consideration. 
 

Mr. Feiler asked about open house signs and said that such 
signs are usually put up on various street corners.  The ordinance 
as written does not allow for these types of signs only a sign on 
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The property is allowed.  He would like to see these temporary 
signs allowed. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich said that this suggestion by Mr. Feiler will 
also be taken into consideration. 
 
 Mr. Feiler inquired as to how this ordinance will be 
advertised so people will know this ordinance will be in effect. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich said that adequate notice was given previously 
to owners, sometimes as many as three times when the Borough 
started to summons people who were not in compliance with the 
Borough’s former signage code. 
 
 Ms. Thomas suggested that the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of 
Commerce distribute the ordinance to the business owners. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that the ordinance will be posted on the 
Borough’s Website and will be available for downloading. 
 
 Mr. Feiler recommended that the Mayor and Council hold some 
type of forum at the library to let merchants know about the new  
ordinance. 
 
 Barbara Lebow, 201 Bridge Plaza North, spoke about the lack 
of handicap access into many of the stores on Main Street. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that this issue deals with ADA 
compliance as distinguished from the sign/façade/streetscape 
ordinance.  The problem spoken of cannot be fully addressed in 
this forum.   
 
 Mr. Sohmer, liaison to the ADA committee, said that once the 
ADA begins meeting again in September that he would bring this 
issue up to them as a group.  He told Ms. Lebow that if she has 
any items that she would like to cover with the ADA board that he 
would take to the ADA board for review.  He added that a lot of 
merchants at this time do not have to comply with the ADA laws, 
but he’s always willing to ask if they would be willing to make 
changes that would make their stores ADA compliant. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the following amendments were offered: 
 
 It was agreed that the language should be changed on a 
portion of page 14, section 5, from: “Board of Adjustment, unless 
the sign is part of a development for which a site plan is 
required, in which ease the application shall be submitted to the 
Planning Board” to: appropriate Borough governing Board for review 
and approval pursuant to the requirements of the New Jersey 
Municipal Land Use Law. 
 
 It was agreed that the language should be changed on page 44 
(a) “Security grilles and tracks shall be carefully integrated 
into the storefront design and should be completely concealed when 
not in use” to: “Security grilles and tracks shall only be 
installed inside a storefront opening, display window or door and 
should be completely concealed when not in use”. 
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(b) “Roll-down grilles shall be see-through rather than solid 
grates so as to provide views of the interior when stores are 
closed” to: Roll-down grilles shall be see-through mesh rather 
than solid grates so as to provide views of the interior when 
stores are closed”. 
 
 There being no further discussion the amendments were 
approved unanimously. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance as amended was adopted unanimously. 

  
 Mr. Grant stated that the ordinance becomes effective when 
it’s published in the newspaper either next Tuesday or Wednesday 
and that the ordinance will be placed on the home page of the 
Borough’s website as well as inside the Building Department’s 
portion of the website. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-35 - Bond Ordinance for $320,000 Improvements to 
Stillwell Avenue and  11th Street – Borough Awarded $290,000 in 
State Grants from the New Jersey Department of Transportation 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-35 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO 
VARIOUS ROADS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $320,000 THEREFOR AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $320,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-36 – Amending Chapter 410 Zoning Concerning the R-
7A Mid-Rise Residential Zone  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-36 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 
410, “ZONING,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE CONCERNING THE R-7A MID-RISE RESIDENTIAL ZONE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
     On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
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public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-10. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $15,636,521.02 
Capital                                          321,227.21 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    5,886.35 
Trip Admissions                                   10,626.30 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         69,449.55 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,359.65 
Redemption Account                                35,239.81 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Road Improvement Plan                          2,414,574.68 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a      
Police Treasury                                      574.68 
Police Justice                                    23,942.94 
 
 
Total:                                       $18,520,492.19 
  
 
CA-2 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Lieutenant Dennis Conway  
of the Police Department 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the retirement notice dated July 31, 2008 by 
Lieutenant Dennis Conway of the Police Department be hereby 
accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Lieutenant Conway’s effective 
date of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee is retroactive to 
August 1, 2008. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Tania Garcia as a Clerk Typist for  
the Building Department - $32,000 Annually 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
have authorized the replacement for a Clerk Typist in the Building 
Department Office, due to two vacancies in the department and due 
to the volume of permits generated by the office, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council 
authorize the hiring of Tania Garcia to the position of Clerk 
Typist in the Building Department; and    
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that Ms. 
Garcia’s effective date of hire will be September 2, 2008, at a 
salary of $32,000, provisionally, pending certification by the New 
Jersey Department of Personnel for the position.   
 
 
                          
CA-4 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Nippan Daido USA  
Inc. (Pocket License) for 2008-2009) 
 

WHEREAS, on August 8, 2008 a Special Ruling was granted from 
the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, to 
permit consideration of a liquor license renewal for one (1) 
plenary retail distribution license for the two year period of 
2008-2009 and 2009-2010; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the renewal application for 2008-2009 have been filed 
in the Borough Clerk's Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall be 
renewed for the licensing year 2008-2009. 
 
Special  Liquor License # Licensee 
Ruling Date 
 
8/8/08     0219-44-014-003  NIPPAN DAIDO USA INC. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
 
CA-6 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant for the  
Parking Authority for a Mini-Bus to be Used for Senior 
Transportation – $89,000 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of 
$89,000 has been proposed by the Parking Authority for the 
purchase of a mini-bus for senior transportation in the Borough of 
Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
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CA-7 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications  
and Advertise for Bids for Renovations to the Municipal  
Building 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids for:  
 
     . Rehabilitation of the Memorial Municipal Building at 309  
        Main Street 
 
 
CA-8 - Awarding Contract to Waterware Corp., Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, to Provide Inspection Services for the Borough’s 
Three Combined Sewer Overflow Regulators - $9,713.00 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO WATERWARE FOR THE INSPECTION  
OF THREE COMBINED SEWER REGULATORS 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain a qualified company  in the wastewater 
industry to perform an inspection of three combined sewer 
regulators to determine whether repairs are necessary to ensure 
the proper performance of the combined sewer regulators in the 
Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received a 
proposal for an inspection of three combined sewer regulators to 
determine whether repairs are necessary to ensure the proper 
performance of the combined sewer regulators in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received a proposal from Waterware, in 
response to the Borough’s solicitation for proposals for an 
inspection of three combined sewer regulators to determine whether 
repairs are necessary to ensure the proper performance of the 
combined sewer regulators in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for 
bids and bidding therefor, the purchase of any goods or services 
whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposal from Waterware offers to provide these 
services for the amount of $9,713.00; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough, having 
considered the same, desire to authorize the performance of an 
inspection of three combined sewer regulators to determine whether 
repairs are necessary to ensure the proper performance of the 
combined sewer regulators in the Borough from Waterware in the 
amount of $9,713.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the provision of an inspection of three combined 
sewer regulators to determine whether repairs are necessary to 
ensure the proper performance of the combined sewer regulators in 
the Borough will be performed by Waterware at a cost of $9,713.00, 
which amount is below the threshold of $17,500 under the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., 
and, therefore, the contract is exempt from the provisions of the 
New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 
performance of an inspection of three combined sewer regulators to 
determine whether repairs are necessary to ensure the proper 
performance of the combined sewer regulators in the Borough,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that Waterware is awarded a contract for the performance 
of an inspection of three combined sewer regulators to determine 
whether repairs are necessary to ensure the proper performance of 
the combined sewer regulators in the Borough in accordance with 
its proposal, dated August 13, 2008, in the amount of $9,713.00; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 
competitive bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the 
goods or services does not exceed the bidding threshold; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer 
certifies that funds are available for the performance of an an 
inspection of three combined sewer regulators to determine whether 
repairs are necessary to ensure the proper performance of the 
combined sewer regulators in the Borough; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract in a legal newspaper as may be required 
by applicable law.  
 
 
CA-9 - Awarding Contract to Steadyflow Services, Inc., Basking  
Ridge, New Jersey for Sewer Flow Monitoring Services for Billing 
Purposes - $12,255 
 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
      FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO STEADYFLOW SERVICES, INC. 
      FOR THE INSTALLATION, CALIBRATION AND MONITORING OF SEWER  
      FLOW MODULE 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to award a contract to a qualified company for the 
installation, calibration and monitoring of a sewer flow module at 
the Bluff Road Pump Station in order to more accurately measure 
sewage flow from the Borough of Cliffside Park (“Cliffside”) 
through the Borough’s sewerage system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, currently charging Cliffside a flat 
rate for sewage flow through the Bluff Road Pump Station, believes 
it would be more accurate and equitable to bill for the services 
provided based upon actual flow, which requires the installation, 
calibration and monitoring of such metering equipment; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received a 
proposal from Steadyflow Services, Inc. (”Steadyflow”) for the 
installation, calibration and monitoring of a sewer flow module, 
preparation of quarterly reports, and maintenance of the measuring 
equipment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for  
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bids and bidding therefor, the purchase of any goods or services 
whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposal from Steadyflow offers to provide the 
required services for the amount of $12,255.00; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough, having 
considered the same, desire to authorize the installation, 
calibration and monitoring of a sewer flow module, preparation of 
quarterly reports, and maintenance of the measuring equipment at 
the Bluff Road Pump Station in the Borough by Steadyflow in the 
amount of $12,255.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the installation, calibration and monitoring of a 
sewer flow module, preparation of quarterly reports, and 
maintenance of the measuring equipment at the Bluff Road Pump 
Station in the Borough will be performed by Steadyflow at a cost 
of $12,255.00, which amount is below the threshold of $17,500 
under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is exempt from the 
provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 
installation, calibration and monitoring of a sewer flow module, 
preparation of quarterly reports, and maintenance of the measuring 
equipment at the Bluff Road Pump Station as such services are 
necessary to ensure the proper billing for sewer services provided 
to Cliffside by the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that Steadyflow is awarded a contract for the 
installation, calibration and monitoring of a sewer flow module, 
preparation of quarterly reports, and maintenance of the measuring 
equipment at the Bluff Road Pump Station in accordance with its 
proposal, dated July 15, 2008, in the amount of $12,255.00; and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 
competitive bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the 
goods or services does not exceed the bidding threshold; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer 
certifies that funds are available for the installation, 
calibration and monitoring of a sewer flow module, preparation of 
quarterly reports, and maintenance of the measuring equipment at 
the Bluff Road Pump Station and such services are necessary to 
ensure the proper billing of sewer services to Cliffside by the 
Borough; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract in a legal newspaper as may be required 
by applicable law.  
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-2, CA-3, CA-4 
and CA-7. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied to CA-2.  Ms. Thomas answered CA-3.  
Mr. Grant explained CA-4, and Ms. Thomas and Mr. Cervieri replied 
to CA-7. 
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     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-10, except 
for CA-5 and CA-10 which were removed for separate vote by 
Councilman Cervieri) was approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1/CA-5 - Approving Change Order #3 for Creamer-Sanzari for 
Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements to Main Street and Hudson 
Terrace for the Phase III Gas Relocation at Hudson Terrace – 
$98,500 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 
 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:      Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements 
                            to Main Street and Hudson Terrace 
 
ENGINEER:                  Boswell McClave Engineering 
 
CONTRACTOR:                Creamer-Sanzari, A Joint Venture 
                           101 East Broadway 
                           Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 
 
CHANGE ORDER #:            3 
 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:    $11,486,324.00 
 
COST OF CHANGE ORDER            98,500.00 
 
COST OF PREVIOUS CHANGE        539,200.00 
 ORDERS  
 
NEW CONTRACT SUM:        $12,124,024.00 
 
NATURE OF CHANGES:         Phase III, Gas Main Replacement on 
                            Hudson Terrace 
 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT #          052150-55-2707-021         
         
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
CA-10/R-2 - Authorizing the Expenditure of Funds for the 
Relocation of Gas Facilities on Hudson Terrace by PSE&G as Part of 
the Provision of Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements on Main 
Street and Hudson Terrace – $120,362.92 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR  
        THE RELOCATION OF GAS FACILITIES ON MAIN STREET AND  
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        HUDSON TERRACE BY PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND GAS COMPANY  
        AS PART  OF THE PROVISION OF ROADWAY AND TRAFFIC SIGNAL  
        IMPROVEMENTS ON MAIN STREET AND HUDSON TERRACE 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) determined that it is necessary to 
install roadway and traffic signal improvements on Main Street and 
Hudson Terrace; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution, the Borough authorized the 
procurement of bids pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., for the provision of roadway and 
traffic signal improvements on Main Street and Hudson Terrace and 
awarded a contract to Creamer-Sanzari, A Joint Venture, as the 
lowest responsible and complying bidder; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in preparation for the installation of roadway and 
traffic signal improvements, the Borough engaged in discussions 
with Public Service Electric and Gas Company (“PSE&G”), a public 
utility of the State of New Jersey subject to the jurisdiction of 
and regulation by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, with 
respect to certain electric and gas facilities that would be 
affected by the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution, the Borough authorized the 
expenditure of funds in the amount of $243,131.99 for the 
relocation of certain overhead electric facilities on Main Street 
and Hudson Terrace owned and maintained by PSE&G; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to the successful completion of the 
roadway and traffic signal improvement project that certain gas 
facilities owned and maintained by PSE&G be relocated; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq. permits a governmental entity to negotiate and award a 
contract without public advertising and bidding where the subject 
matter consists of the supplying of any product or the rendering 
of any service by a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of 
and regulation by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities in 
accordance with tariffs and schedules of charges made, charged or 
exacted and on file with the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, PSE&G, as a result of the negotiations with the 
Borough, has proposed charges for services related to the 
relocation of gas facilities located on Main Street and Hudson 
Terrace to a new location on Main Street and Martha Washington Way 
in the amount $120,362.92; and 
 

WHEREAS, the charges proposed by PSE&G are consistent with 
its tariff on file with the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
and the authorization for the expenditure of funds in the amount 
of $120,362.92 and the award of this contract is in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the award of this contract for the relocation of 
certain gas facilities owned and maintained by PSE&G is necessary 
for the successful completion of the roadway and traffic signal 
improvements on Main Street and Hudson Terrace and, therefore, is 
necessary for the efficient operations of the Borough and is in 
the best interests of the Borough and its citizens,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
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 1. That the expenditure of funds in the amount of 
$120,362.92 be and is hereby authorized for services related to the 
relocation of certain gas facilities on Main Street and Hudson 
Terrace owned and maintained by PSE&G in accordance with its 
proposal, attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly 
subject to and contingent upon the execution of an agreement in 
form and substance satisfactory to the Borough. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and PSE&G, providing for 
compensation in the amount of $120,362.92, and further 
memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions 
as may be necessary; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the project; and. 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract in a legal newspaper upon the effective 
date, as determined above, of this Resolution as may be required 
by law. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the Borough’s Office of Emergency 
will be offering Community Emergency Reponse Team (CERT) classes 
starting September 2nd and continuing through the month of 
September every Tuesday and Thursday night from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 
p.m. at the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center.  CERT is a 
nationwide organization of volunteer citizens who train people in 
many of the techniques of emergency management.  People can 
register by contacting the Borough’s Emergency Management offices 
at 201-592-3500 ext 1512. 
 
 He announced that next Wednesday night on August 27th the 
last of the Fort Lee Film Commission’s summer “Movies & Music 
Under the Stars” program will conclude with the movie “The 
Patriot” starring Mel Gibson.  Music preceding the movie will be 
performed by “The Sensational Soul Cruisers”. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – reminded everyone that on Sunday, August 24th 
there will be a clam bake held at the marina.  It runs from 12:00 
noon to 6:00 p.m. and benefits the Thomas Paine statue fund. 
 
 He stated that the Fire Department is interviewing people to 
become potential volunteer firefighters.  Call the Fire Prevention 
Bureau at 201-592-3500 ext 1502 for further information.  It’s a 
terrific organization that is always looking for qualified 
volunteers. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg - stated that the third annual Tour de Fort 
Lee will be held on Sunday, October 5th.  It consists of a 12 mile 
bicycle ride and this year there will be a 2 mile walk beginning 
at Riverdale Drive.  For further information call the Fort Lee  
Education Foundation at 201-638-5294 or 201-951-7107.   



Regular Meeting                                    August 21, 2008 
                                                          Page #15 
 
Applications can be picked up at Borough Hall or at the Jack Alter 
Community Center.  Applications are also available online at 
www.flefnj.org. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg stated that he checked with the State why the 
Borough was not getting extraordinary aid.  This was based on a 
conversation he had a while back with Marvin Rothenberg, Fort Lee 
Condo Cooperative Association (FLCCA) Secretary.  He and Mayor 
Sokolich met with Joseph Doria, Director of the Division of 
Community Affairs, who explained to them how extraordinary aid is 
calculated.  Issues came up such as the Borough hosting the George 
Washington Bridge and Mr. Doria explained to them that’s not taken 
into account when applying for State aid.  Extraordinary aid is 
based mainly on the Borough’s balance sheet and not on an increase 
of taxes.  Mr. Doria basically told them that the Borough does not 
have a chance to get this aid.  Mr. Goldberg closed by stating 
that the Borough’s concern is that there is a report filed with 
the State known as a SR3A.  Properties are broken into four 
categories and with the numerous number of cooperatives the 
Borough has, the report negatively reflects on the Borough. 
 
 He recommended that with the school year soon to arrive that 
people should give themselves more time as the streets will be 
much more crowded than they are during the summer.  All of the 
Borough’s police officers will be manning traffic details between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to make sure traffic flows as 
smoothly as possible. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – questioned Mr. Doria that the Borough is 
basically being punished for being fiscally prudent. 
 
 Mr. Doria replied affirmatively to the Mayor’s question.  
 
 
Mr. Goldberg – added that if a municipality receives extraordinary 
aid that the Department of Community Affairs gets more involved in 
how a municipality runs its day-to-day operations. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Fort Lee Library has an 
online book club which can be reached through its website at 
www.fortlee.bccls.org.  There is a moderated forum for each book 
club so readers can share their comments. 
 
 Ms. Kasofsky announced that the actor David Kennedy will 
appear in costume as Mark Twain at the library on Saturday, 
September 6th. 
 
 She urged residents to register to vote.  The deadline date 
for new registrants is Tuesday, October 14th.  Registration forms 
and absentee ballot requests are available in the Borough’s 
Clerk’s Office. 
 
 She announced that on Sunday, October 5th, at 11:00 a.m. 
after the Tour de Fort Lee, there will be a ceremony honoring the 
late Mayor, Jack Alter.  The name change to the Jack Alter 
Community Center will be officially done during this ceremony. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that computer classes will be 
starting again in September at the Richard A. Nest Senior 
Citizens’ Center.   
 
 

http://www.flefnj.org/
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 Mr. Cervieri stated that also on October 5th, the annual Fort 
Lee Senior Picnic will be held at 1:00 p.m. in the Fort Lee High  
School Parking Lot. 
 
  
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson         .Against Bagging of Leaves/ Ms. Thomas 
1560 West St.           Suggested Using Plastic   Mayor Sokolich 
                        Container                 Mr. Sohmer 
 
Roy Sampath           .Bagging of Leaves/Suggested Mayor Sokolich 
328 Bridge Plaza N.     Chicken Wire Construction 
                        Box Used by the Borough of 
                        Haddonfield  
 
 Mr. Cervieri asked Ms. Thomas or Mr. Grant to check with the 
League of Municipalities to see how other municipalities collect 
leaves during the fall season. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL MEETING 
   

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                     Thursday, August 7, 2008 @9:35 a.m. 
 

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
Of Fort Lee was held on the above date in Executive Conference 
Room #201, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,  
                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Goldberg 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, 
             Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
           J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney    
               Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On July 31, 2008 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the 
Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2008. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mr. Grant read the operative portion of the special meeting. 
  
 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 

1.  Authorizing the Borough to Take All Steps Necessary to 
Request the NJEIT and the NJDEP to Use the Undisbursed Proceeds 
from the 2002 Trust Loan Including Investment Earnings Thereon as 
Well as the Available Fund Loan Proceeds to Satisfy the 
Obligations of the Borough for Both Loans 
 
 2.  Public Participation 
 
 It is expected that action will be taken at this meeting. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the meeting was convened. 

Authorizing the Borough to Take All Steps Necessary to Request the 
NJEIT and the NJDEP to Use the Undisbursed Proceeds from the 2002 
Trust Loan Including Investment Earnings Thereon as Well as the 
Available Fund Loan Proceeds to Satisfy the Obligations of the 
Borough for Both Loans 
 

Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough’s bond indebtedness 
from the beginning of the year until this point has gone down from 
$76,000,000 to $67,000,000.  If the application is approved by the 
Local Finance Board the indebtedness would decrease to  
approximately $62,000,000. 
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 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
   RESOLUTION DETERMINING TO PAY DOWN THE OUTSTANDING $6,952,250  
   LOANS FROM THE NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE TRUST  
   AND THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION  
   IN CONNECTION WITH THE FINANCING OF PHASE I OF THE COMBINED  
   STORMWATER/SANITARY SEWER SEPARATION PROJECT OF THE BOROUGH 
   OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, 
New Jersey (the “Borough”) financed  Phase I of the Combined 
Stormwater/Sanitary Sewer Separation Project (the “Project”) 
through the 2002 New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust 
Program (the “NJEIT”); and 
 

WHEREAS, as part of that financing the Borough executed 
separate loan agreements in the aggregate amount of $6,952,250 
consisting of: 1) a Fund Loan in the amount of $3,577,250 from  
funds provided by the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (the “NJDEP”) though the NJEIT at 0% interest for a 
period of 20 years maturing in the year 2022 and 2) a Trust Loan 
through the NJEIT in the amount of $3,375,000 bearing interest at 
the market rate ranging from 3% to 5% for a period of 20 years 
maturing in the year 2022; and 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the procedures which the NJEIT 
Program operates, the NJEIT has retained proceeds of both loans, 
subject to disbursements by request from the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has requested and the NJEIT has 
disbursed to the Borough only a limited amount of such funds since 
the Project itself has not proceeded; and 
 

WHEREAS, during that time the Trust Loan proceeds have been 
invested by the NJEIT on behalf of the Borough pending such 
disbursement and the Fund Loan amount has been available for 
disbursement; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has now determined that it no longer 
desires to proceed with the Project and as a result desires to 
provide for the paydown and cancellation of both loan agreements; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the NJEIT has agreed upon request of the Borough to 
use the undisbursed and available proceeds that have been held for 
the benefit of the Borough along with any investment earnings that 
have accumulated from the Trust Loan proceeds to pay down both the 
Trust and Fund Loan obligations referred to above; and 
 

WHEREAS, since the bonds that were issued by the NJEIT to 
finance the Trust Loan are not callable before their 2022 maturity 
because of various restrictions in the Internal Revenue Code, the 
NJEIT is therefor required to establish an escrow with the 
undisbursed proceeds of the Trust Loan and invest such escrow in 
limited yield U.S. Government Obligations as required by the 
Internal Revenue Code in order to enable the bonds issued by the 
NJEIT to fund the Trust Loan to be considered no longer 
outstanding; and 
 

WHEREAS, the NJEIT and NJDEP will cancel the Fund Loan 
portion upon request without restriction since no bonds were 
issued to provide such funds; and 
 
 



Special Meeting                                     August 7, 2008 
                                                           Page #3 
 

WHEREAS, the NJEIT and the Borough will determine the 
specific details of that escrow investment with the resulting 
reconciliation of the amounts that will be available from the 
unspent and undisbursed proceeds of the 2002 Trust Loan to enable  
the NJEIT to provide for the payment of debt service on the NJEIT 
Trust Bonds maturity; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined by the resolution to 
request that the NJEIT and NJDEP, as appropriate, take all steps 
necessary to ensure that the Borough’s obligations under the Trust 
Loan and Fund Loan are satisfied and considered cancelled, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1. The appropriate officials of the Borough are 
hereby authorized and directed to take all steps necessary to 
request the NJEIT and the NJDEP to use the undisbursed proceeds 
from the 2002 Trust Loan including investment earnings thereon as 
well as the available Fund Loan proceeds to satisfy the 
obligations of the Borough for both loans. 
 

Section 2. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri asked how much the interest was being paid on 
the NJEIT loan. 
 
 Mr. Iannaconi replied that ½ the loan was at zero % and the 
other half was at 2%.  The Borough was incurring $465,000 in 
interest annually on the loan. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that the Borough cannot use this money to 
pay off higher debt because the debt is specifically earmarked for 
sewer separation. 
 
 Ms. Thomas added that the Borough would be cancelling the 
loan if approved by the Local Finance Board. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked Mr. Grant to read Councilman Goldberg’s 
statement which says as follows: “I fully support the actions that 
will be taken and would have voted for it if I were present”. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously on the following roll 
call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 
 Conversation ensued to what it costs the Borough to borrow 
money short-term and long-term. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri added that compared to getting a thirty year 
fixed mortgage in today’s environment that the Borough’s 2% to 4% 
borrowing costs are very favorable.    
 
 
Parking Improvement Program (Added on Item) 
 
 There was a brief discussion with regard to how the program 
began and how it’s being implemented by the Borough’s Planning 
Board and Board of Adjustment. Variances, voluntary contributions 
and the protocol to tweak the program to make the program more 
consistent were touched upon. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker    Subject           Response 
 
Nina Levinson    .Purpose/Year When The Ordinance  Mr. Cervieri 
1560 West St.      Was Originally Put on the Books Ms. Thomas 
                                                   Mr. Iannaconi 
                                                   Mayor Sokolich 
 
 There being no further discussion, the special meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried at 9:55 a.m.  
 
          
       _____________________                        
                               Neil Grant 
                                   Borough Clerk    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                     Thursday, July 24, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
                    Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 
                    Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich extended his and the Council’s condolences to 
Councilman Michael Sargenti and his family, on the loss of his 
father, Joseph, who passed away earlier in the day.  He requested 
a moment of silence in his memory. 
 
 He stated that a comprehensive site plan and design standards 
ordinance will be introduced tonight.  This is an ordinance 
designed to hopefully beautify and aesthetically enrich the 
Borough’s commercial areas.  It’s a broad and expansive ordinance.  
The first part revamps the Borough’s sign ordinance which will 
limit the size of signs and give them more conformity so that the 
sign will be more appealing to everyone.  It will give the 
Borough’s local agencies more authority to make people comply with 
the new ordinance.  The second part relates to the Borough’s 
amended streetscape ordinance in which there will be specific 
requirements for commercial property owners to comply with the 
Borough’s new sidewalk plan.  The Borough is moving away from its 
existing streetscape ordinance which included the use of pavers.   
The new sidewalks will look cleaner and will be easier to clean.  
The third section deals with facades and compels commercial owners 
to beautify the facades on their storefronts.  It will not require 
owners to spend thousands of dollars.  An alternative such as a 
canopy could be used.  Not one of the three things will give the 
town a facelift, but he’s hopeful that all the initiatives 
combined will be helpful.  Another part of the ordinance creates 
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and establishes a sign committee.  Property owners and developers  
who require a sign will be able to get a level of guidance through 
an established committee made up of five people.  The committee 
will make sure it’s a proper sign and will provide suggestions to 
applicants who are appearing before the Borough’s boards.  In 
addition, the committee will also review facades and 
streetscaping.  The committee has been meeting informally over the 
last four months and the Borough has been receiving good feedback.  
He closed by stating that the committee has been very effective. 
 
 He stated that the Borough’s skateboard park is nearing 
completion at a minimal expense to the taxpayers in Whitey Lang 
Park.  He’s hopeful that the park will be completed in the next 
three weeks.  There are many people who have donated their time, 
services and resources to make the skateboard park realized.  
There will be no lights in the park and he’s hopeful that people 
by clicking into the Borough’s Website will be able to see and 
watch their children or check to see if their friends are at the 
park by the way of an interactive camera.  
  
 He mentioned that there have been a series of events over the 
past few weeks that have required the commitment of the Borough’s 
first responders.  He wanted to acknowledge to the public how much 
he appreciates their efforts.  He’s very proud of them. 
 
 He convened a town hall meeting this past Monday evening in 
Borough Hall.  He believes that the Mayor and Council meetings can 
be intimidating to some and the town hall meeting gives anyone an 
opportunity to discuss and ask him any questions with regards to 
the Borough.  He gave an initial presentation of approximately 
twenty minutes, and then he opened up the floor for questions and 
answers.  The meeting was well received and he’s hopeful of doing 
a few more before the year ends. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 
PR-1 – Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month 
 

WHEREAS, Ovarian cancer is called the “silent killer” because 
its symptoms are often vague or subtle; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ovarian cancer is the fourth leading cause of 
gynecologic cancer death in the United States; and 
 
 WHEREAS, each year, more than 22,000 Americans are diagnosed 
with the disease and approximately 16,000 die from it; and 
 
 WHEREAS, if detected in its early stages, survival from 
ovarian cancer is 90-95 percent.  Yet, the survival rate for the 
disease is only 28 percent, because it is so difficult to detect 
early; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Kaleidoscope of Hope Foundation (KOH), a local 
non-profit group co-founded by ovarian cancer survivors Gail 
MacNeil of Chatham Township and Lois Myers and Patricia Stewart of 
Harding Township, raises funds for ovarian cancer research and to 
increase awareness of the disease and its symptoms, and wishes to 
remind the public that September is Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month; and 
 
 WHEREAS, KOH will be holding its annual Walkathons in 
September this year in Morristown, Avon-by-the-Sea and Lyndhurst 
and, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee declare their support for the Kaleidoscope  
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of Hope Walkathons and proclaim September as Ovarian Cancer  
Awareness month. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 26, 2008 
Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 26, 
2008 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 – Amending Temporary Capital Budget 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the 
2008 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting 
therein the following project, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The 2008 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough 
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule 
to read as follows: 
 

Temporary Capital Budget of the 
Borough of Fort Lee 
County of Bergen 

Projects Scheduled for 2008 
Method of Financing 

                                        
            Est.                     
Project         Costs      Bonds   
 
Improvements to Various  $320,000    320,000      
 Roads 
  
 Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to 
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of 
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State  
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this 
project for 2008 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 
2008 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 
R-2 - Canceling 2007 Property Taxes for Parking Space #262 at the 
Atrium Palace Condominium – Conveyed to the Atrium as Part of the 
Condominium’s Common Element 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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WHEREAS, parking space #262 at the Atrium Palace condominium 
had been assessed to Arkady & Alla Pavlov prior to tax year 2007; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, parking space #262 was conveyed to the Atrium Palace 
Condominium Association as part of the condominium’s common 
element for tax year 2007; and 
 
 WHEREAS, parking space #262 remained an active account on the 
Borough of Fort Lee’s tax records for tax year 2007, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that all outstanding 2007 property taxes 
for parking space #262 at the Atrium Palace condominium are hereby 
canceled. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
 
R-3 - Appointing Dennis Oury, Esq., as the Borough’s Special  
Counsel for the Office of Economic Development for the Remainder 
of 2008 - $22,500 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Dennis Oury, Esq. to serve as 
Special Economic Development Counsel for the Borough of Fort Lee 
for the remainder of 2008. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution 
 
 WHEREAS, in December 2007, the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) issued a Request for Qualifications for the provision 
of legal services in 2008, in the position of “Special Economic 
Development Counsel”; and 
 
 WHREAS, the Borough retained Special (Legal) Counsel for the 
period of January through June 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to continue to engage said Special 
Counsel for the remainder of said calendar year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way or budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that continuation of 
Dennis Oury’s legal services as special counsel will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
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 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Dennis Oury to serve as 
Special Counsel for the Office of Economic Development; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 
Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said Special Counsel be and is hereby 
continued as said Special Counsel pursuant to a “fair and open” 
process; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the compensation for said legal 
services for the balance of the year 2008 shall be at a fee not to 
exceed $22,500 at a rate of $150.00 per hour, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council may at 
their sole option, discontinue this appointment on thirty (30) 
days notice; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 
 
R-4 – Amendment and Adoption of the 2008 Municipal Budget 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
  

WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2008 was 
approved on March 13, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as 
advertised; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, that the following amendment 
to the approved budget of 2008 be made: 
 
CURRENT FUND BUDGET 
 
ANTICIPATED REVENUES       From       To 
 
3.  Miscellaneous Revenues - Section B:  
     State Aid Without Offsetting 
     Appropriations 
    Consolidated Municipal Property Tax      $511,209.00        $519,791.00 
      
 
    Total Section B: State Aid Without       $2,210,379.00      $2,218,961.00 
     Offsetting Appropriations    
 
    TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES             $6,640,392.65      $6,648,974.65  
 
  
5.  SUBTOTAL GENERAL REVENUES                $9,890,392.65      $9,898,974.65 
    (Items 1,2,3 and 4)    
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6.  Amount to be Raised by Taxes for         
     Support of Municipal Budget:   
 
    (A) Local Tax for Municipal Purposes    $53,675,814.35     $53,667,232.35 
    Including Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 
 
    TOTAL AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXES 
     FOR SUPPORT OF MUNICIPAL BUDGET        $53,675,814.35     $53,667,232.35 
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that three certified copies of this 
resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 
Local Government Services for his certification of the 2008 Local 
Municipal Budget so amended. 
 
 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, that the Amended Budget hereto and 
hereby made a part hereof is a true copy of the Amended Budget 
approved by resolution of the governing body on July 24, 2008. 
 
 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, that the Adopted Budget Amendment 
annexed hereto and hereby made a part of the 2008 Budget is a copy 
of the original on file with the Clerk of the Governing Body, that 
all additions are correct, all statements contained herein are in 
proof and the total of anticipated revenues equals the total of 
appropriations. 
 
 The budget amendment was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee of the County of Bergen that the budget herein before set 
forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for 
the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as 
appropriations, and authorization of the amount of $53,667,232.35 
for municipal purposes, and 
 
(a) $53,667,232.35 (Item 2 below) for municipal purposes, and 
 
(b)          $0.00 (Item 3 below) for school purposes in Type I  
School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18A:9-2) to be raised by taxation, 
and 
 
{C}                (Item 4 below) to be added to the certificate 
of amount to be raised by taxation for local school purposes in 
Type II School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18:9-3) and the 
certification to the County Board of Taxation of the following 
summary of general revenues and appropriations. 
 

SUMMARY OF REVENUES 
 
1. General Revenues 
    Surplus Anticipated                       08-100           $2,100,000.00 
    Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated       40004-10          $6,648,974.65 
    Receipts from Delinquent Taxes            15-499           $1,150,000.00 
 
2. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
    MUNICIPAL PURPOSES (Item 6(a), Sheet 11)  07-190          $53,667,232.36 
 
3. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
    SCHOOLS IN TYPE 1 SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY 
    Item 6, Sheet 42                          07-195 
    Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14    07-191 
 
    Total Amount to be Raised by Taxation for 
     Schools in Type I School Districts Only                  $53,667,232.35 
 
4. To Be Added TO THE CERTIFICATE FOR AMOUNT  
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    TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR SCHOOLS IN 
    TYPE II SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY: 
 
     Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14)  07-195 
     Total Revenues                          40000-10         $63,566,207.00 
 
 

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 
 
5. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS: 
      Within “CAPS” 
 
        (a&b) Operations Including Contingent                $43,177,598.00 
        (e) Deferred Charges and Statutory  
             Expenditures - Municipal                         $1,178,521.00 
         
   Excluded from “CAPS” 
 
        (a) Operations - Total Operations Excluded 
             from “CAPS”                                      $9,467,523.00 
        {c} Capital Improvements                                 150,000.00 
        (d) Municipal Debt Service                             8,077,565.00 
 
        (m) Reserve for Uncollected Taxes (Include Other       1,515,000.00 
             Reserves if any 
 
Total Appropriations                                        $63,566,207.005 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the resolution to adopt the 2008 municipal budget was 
approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 It is hereby certified that the within budget is a true copy 
of the budget finally adopted by resolution of the Governing Body 
on the 24th Day of July, 2008.  It is further certified that each 
item of revenue and appropriation is set forth in the same amount 
and by the same title as appeared in the 2008 approved budget and 
all amendments thereto, if any, which have been previously 
approved by the Director of Local Government Services. 
 

Certified by me on this 24th day of July 2008 
Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

 
 Mr. Wielkotz left after this portion of the meeting. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-34 - Amending Chapter 345 “Site Plan Review and 
Chapter 410 “Zoning”  of the Code of the Borough – Design 
Standards and Guidelines in the C-1 Central Business District, 
Regulation of Non-Conforming Uses, Signage and Facades and General 
Sign Regulations and Formation of a Sign Committee 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-34 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 345, SITE PLAN REVIEW AND CHAPTER 410 ZONING OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 21, 
2008. 
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Ordinance #2008-35 - Bond Ordinance for $320,000 Improvements to 
Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street – Borough Awarded $290,000 in 
State Grants from the New Jersey Department of Transportation 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-35 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VARIOUS ROADS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING 
$320,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $320,000 IN 
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
August 21, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-36 - Amending Chapter 410 Zoning Concerning the R-
7A Mid-Rise  Residential Zone  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2008-36 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 
AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 410, “ZONING,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE CONCERNING THE R-7A MID-RISE 
RESIDENTIAL ZONE, was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 21, 
2008. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-30 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Handicapped Parking Space by the Post Office on the Corner of 
Anderson Avenue and Plateau Avenue 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-30 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2008-31 - Amending Chapter 406, Wreckers and Towing, 
Sections 15 and 22,  Rates for Towing and Release of Vehicles 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-31 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENING CHAPTER 406 WRECKERS 
AND TOWING SERVICE, SECTION 15 RATES FOR TOWING, CONVEYING, 
REPAIR, SERVICE OR STORAGE; AND SECTION 22 RELEASE OF VEHICLES, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
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 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2008-32 - Amending Chapter 324 Rent Control, Section 
58, Certain Rental Dwellings to be Exempt  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-32 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 324, RENT CONTROL, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this is not a pervasive change to 
the Ordinance.  It specifically excludes properties under the 
control of the Fort Lee Housing Authority. 
 

Mr. Cerveri added that it also includes not-for-profits and 
limits it to people under section 8 housing or the family self-
sufficiency program.  It’s going to provide more affordable 
housing in the Borough.  The property the Housing Authority bought 
will allow for an additional ten new units of affordable housing. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich mentioned that without the approval of the 
Ordinance, it would have limited the funds the Housing Authority 
could obtain. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2008-33 - Ordinance for Determining Positions Eligible 
for the Defined Contribution Retirement Program – State Mandated  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-33 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE FOR DETERMINING POSITIONS 
ELIGIBLE FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Ksofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
  
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-25. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for  
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which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $6,192,360.15 
Capital                                        2,912,639.36 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,823.00 
Trip Admissions                                   22,196.54 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         65,995.77 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           7,935.00 
Redemption Account                                      n/a 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Road Improvement Plan                          2,748,503.47  
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    6,715.52 
Police Justice                                     8,143.08 
 
Total:                                       $11,969,311.89 
 
 
CA-2 - Accepting Auditor’s Report for 2007 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of 

every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books,  
accounts and financial transactions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2007 has 
been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal 
Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received 
by each member of the governing body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board 
of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the 
local fiscal affairs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 
5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each 
municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing 
body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit 
entitled: “Comments and Recommendations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally 
reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and 
specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments 
and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of 
the governing body attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by 
the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt 
of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and  
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 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and 
have familiarized themselves with, at least the minimum 
requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New 
Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, 
as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local 
Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members 
of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 
52:27BB-52,to wit: 
 
 R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local 
governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or 
refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local 
Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not 
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not 
more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of 
the  Borough of Fort Lee, hereby states that it has complied with 
N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this 
resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show 
evidence of said compliance.  
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Raffle License #991 for HSA Christ the Teacher 
School 

 
WHEREAS, Christ the Teacher School, 359 Whiteman Street, 

Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application for 
November 7, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #991, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-4 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local  
Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, New Jersey 
Stationhouse Grant - $39,644 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 
any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 
such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 
item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has received $39,644.00 from 
the State of New Jersey and wishes to amend its 2008 Budget to 
include a portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 
insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2008, 
in the sum of..........................................$39,644.00 
which is now available as a revenue item from: 
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   Miscellaneous Revenues 
     Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 
     Written Consent of the Director of Local Government  
     Services: 
       State Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 
        Police—Other Expenses  
         Stationhouse Adjustment Program 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of .......$39,644.00 
be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 
 General Appropriations: 
        (a) Operations excluded from CAPS 
              State Programs Offset by Revenues 
               Police—Other Expenses 
                Stationhouse Adjustment Program 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 
directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 
Director of Local Government Services. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Daniel Chediak as the Mayor’s Summer 
Intern in the Administrative Offices - $7.15 Hourly 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, that Daniel Chediak, student of the Fort Lee High School’s 
Academy of Finance Program, be appointed as the Mayor’s Intern to 
assist in the Administrative Offices during the summer school 
break; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Daniel Chediak will be paid $7.15 
hourly, with a work week not to exceed twenty hours, with an 
effective starting date, retroactive to June 30, 2008. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Hiring of Aurora Sota as a Parking Enforcement 
Officer for the Parking Authority - $8.50 Hourly 
 

WHEREAS, there is a vacancy in the position of Parking 
Enforcement Officer with the Fort Lee Parking Authority, and the  
Mayor and Council have determined that the vacancy should be 
filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following be appointed to the 
position of Parking Enforcement Officer with the Parking 
Authority; and 
 

Aurora Soto 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall have an 
effective starting date retroactive to June 30, 2008 with hours of 
employment as established by the Parking Authority and a rate of 
compensation of $8.50 hourly. 

 
 
CA-7 - Approving Change Order #1 for Michael Anthony Sign and  
Awning Co., Avenel, New Jersey for the Painting of Existing            
Letters on the Sign for the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center - 
$5,600.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 
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GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:      New Signage – Jack Alter Fort Lee  
                            Community Center 
 
CONTRACTOR:                Michael Anthony Sign & Awning Company 
                           21 Randolph Avenue 
                           Avenel, New Jersey  
 
CHANGE ORDER #:            1 
 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:    $55,690.00 
 
COST OF CHANGE ORDER        $5,600.00 
 
NEW CONTRACT SUM:        $61,290.00 
 
NATURE OF CHANGES:         Painting of Existing Letters on Sign  
                            For the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community 
                            Center 
 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT #          04-2150-55-2313-021 
 
 
CA-8 - Approving Change Orders #1 and #2 for First Solar Electric,  
LLC for the Installation of a 19” Wall Mount LCD Touch Screen and 
for the Borough to Receive a Rebate From the Original Contract for 
the Provision and Installation of Solar Panels at Various Borough 
Buildings – (-$59,612.00) 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDERS TO THE CONTRACT 

       WITH FIRST SOLAR ELECTRIC, LLC FOR THE PROVISION AND  
       INSTALLATION OF SOLAR PANELS 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) solicited bids for 
the provision and installation of solar panels; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on or about July 11, 2007, bids were received from, 
among other entities, Turner Renewable Energy, LLC d/b/a DT Solar, 
Branchburg, NJ (“DT Solar”), and the Borough determined that the 
most efficient and cost effective option entailing the provision 
and installation of solar panels at three Borough buildings – 
Borough Community Center, Police Station and Department of Public 
Works Building #2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid submitted by DT Solar was deemed to be in 
compliance with the requirements of the Bid Specifications and the 
Borough determined that DT Solar constituted the lowest 
responsible and complying bidder for the provision and 
installation of solar panels for the Borough Community Center, 
Police Station and Department of Public Works Building #2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough awarded a contract to DT Solar for the 
provision and installation of solar panels for the Borough 
Community Center, Police Station and Department of Public Works 
Building #2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the contract award, DT Solar informed 
the Borough that it intended to merge with a Atlantic Newco, a 
newly-formed Delaware limited liability company, and that First 
Solar, Inc will acquire the merged company as a wholly owned 
subsidiary, to be known as First Solar Electric, LLC (“First  
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Solar”), and requested that the Borough consent to the assignment 
of the contract for the provision and installation of solar 
panels; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough consented to the assignment of the contract by Turner 
Renewable Energy, LLC d/b/a DT Solar, Branchburg, NJ, to First 
Solar and authorized the Mayor to execute the assignment and any 
other document required to effectuate the assignment.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in response to a request by the Borough for 
additional monitoring of the solar panels system performance, 
First Solar submitted a proposal, dated April 21, 2008, detailing  
options for the installation of a 19” wall mount LCD touch screen 
and requested a change order to the contract in order to perform 
the additional work; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of authorizing a change order to the contract for the provision 
and installation of solar panels awarded to First Solar for the 
installation of a 19” wall mount LCD touch screen in the amount of 
$20,104.00 in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the authorization of an amendment to the contract 
for the provision and installation of solar panels services in 
accordance with the proposal of First Solar is in the best 
interests of the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the implementation of the contract amendment and 
change order is necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Borough; and 

 
 WHEREAS, upon the completion of the installation of the 
solar panels pursuant to the original contract award, First Solar 
submitted correspondence, dated May 16, 2008, detailing certain 
changes that occurred during construction and impacted the final 
cost for the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, based upon the availability of PV Modules for 
installation at the DPW, the Community Center, and the Police 
Department, First Solar will reduce the cost of the overall 
contract by the amount of $78,971.00 to properly reflect the 
installation of less units than required under the original 
contract  and 
 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough review of the installation 
services provided by First Solar, the Borough is satisfied that 
the proposed reduction in the overall cost for the project 
accurately compensates the Borough for the solar panel units 
actually installed, and that the services performed by First Solar 
sufficiently complied with the provisions of the contract, as 
modified to account for the unavailability of certain PV Modules; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of authorizing a change order to the contract for the provision 
and installation of solar panels awarded to First Solar to 
properly account for the solar panel units actually installed, in 
accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the authorization of an amendment to the contract  
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for the provision and installation of solar panels services in 
accordance with the proposal of First Solar is in the best 
interests of the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the implementation of the contract amendment and 
change order is necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 

1. That Change Order No. 1 to the contract for the  
provision and installation of solar panels awarded to First Solar 
for the installation of a 19” wall mount LCD touch screen in the 
amount of $19,359.00 shall be and is hereby approved. 

 
2. That the contract with First Solar for the provision and 

installation of solar panels shall be and is hereby amended to 
provide for the installation of a 19” wall mount LCD touch screen 
in the amount of $19,359.00, in accordance with its proposal, 
dated April 21, 2008, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 
3 That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute an amendment to the contract between the Borough and First 
Solar, providing for additional compensation in a lump sum of 
$19,359.00, and further memorializing the scope of work and such 
other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 

 
4. That Change Order No. 2 to the contract for the 

provision and installation of solar panels awarded to First Solar 
to properly reflect the installation of fewer units than required 
under the original contract and a credit to the Borough in the 
amount of $78,971.00 shall be and is hereby approved. 

 
5. That the contract with First Solar for the provision and 

installation of solar panels shall be and is hereby amended to 
provide to properly reflect the installation of less units than 
required under the original contract and a credit to the Borough 
in the amount of $78,971.00, in accordance with its letter, dated 
May 16, 2008, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 
6 That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute an amendment to the contract between the Borough and First 
Solar, providing for a credit to the Borough of $78,971.00, and 
further memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and 
conditions as may be necessary. 

 
7. That notices of the Change Orders to the contract be 

provided as required by law. 
 
8. That a copy of this resolution and the Change Orders 

shall be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   

 
 9. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for the purpose of Change Order No. 1. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled 
Valley National Bank, at 1372 Palisade Avenue, Block 2102, Lot 8 
vs. Borough of Fort Lee for 2008 
 

WHEREAS, Valley National Bank is the owner of property 
located at 1372 Palisade Avenue, also known as Block 2102, Lot 8; 
and 
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 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Valley National Bank vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, and 
that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Valley  
 
National Bank vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket Nos. 002633-
2005, 000984-2006, 001262-2007 and 005519-2008, so that the 
appeals for tax years 2005, 2006 and 2007 will be withdrawn, and 
the 2008 assessment will be reduced from $1510,300 to a total of 
$1,429,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-10 - Accepting Boswell McClave Engineering Proposal for  
Construction Inspection Services for Improvements to Stillwell 
Avenue and 11th Street – Fee Not to Exceed $22,500  
 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
      PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been 
approved to receive State Aid Grants in the amount of $290,000 for 
the construction of improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th 
Street in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to provide construction 
engineering and inspection services related to  the performance of 
improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street in the Borough; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 
professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated July 14, 2008, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional construction 
engineering and inspection services related to the performance of 
improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street in the Borough; 
and  
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 
to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and  
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional construction engineering and inspection services 
related to the performance of improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 
11th Street in the Borough is in the best interests of the Borough 
and the implementation of this contract is necessary for the 
efficient operation of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 
professional construction engineering and inspection services 
related to the performance of improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 
11th Street in the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated 
July 14, 2008, attached hereto and made a part hereof, in the 
amount of $22,500. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published 
if required, and this resolution must be available for public 
inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Amendment and Continuation of Contract with H.  
Ney Associates, Traffic Engineer for the Borough, for the Main 
Street/Hudson Terrace Road Improvement Project – $22,200 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT 
       FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES WITH H. NEY &  
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       ASSOCIATES, LLC 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 16, 2007, pursuant to Resolution CA-30, 
the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to H. Ney & 
Associates, LLC (“Ney”) to provide professional engineering 
services related to traffic signal control and design for the Main 
Street and Hudson Terrace Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements 
Project (“Project”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, by Resolution CA-14, continued to 
retain the services of Ney to perform such professional 
engineering services related to traffic signal construction for  
the Project in accordance with its proposal, dated June 22, 2007; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to amend the 
contract of Ney to provide for additional professional engineering 
services related to the preparation of responses to Requests for 
Information from the contractor and the preparation of a change in 
plan to address certain interim improvements for the Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Ney to 
perform such additional  professional engineering services related 
to the Project in the amount of $22,200 in accordance with its 
proposal, dated June 23, 2008 and revised as of July 16, 2008, 
attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ney possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional engineering services 
related to traffic signal construction for the Project; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
authorizing a change order to the contract for professional 
engineering services awarded to Ney in accordance with the 
procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the authorization of an amendment to the contract 
for services for the provision of professional engineering 
services related to traffic signal construction for the Project in 
accordance with its proposal is in the best interests of the 
Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the implementation of the contract amendment and 
change order is necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That the contract with Ney shall be and is hereby 
amended to provide for the performance of additional professional 
engineering services related to traffic signal construction for 
the Project, in accordance with its proposal, dated June 23, 2008 
and revised as of July 16, 2008, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, expressly subject to and contingent upon the execution of 
an agreement in form and substance satisfactory to the Borough. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute an amendment to the contract between the Borough and Ney, 
providing for additional compensation in a lump sum of $22,200.00, 
and further memorializing the scope of work and such other terms  
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and conditions as may be necessary. 
 
 3. That upon 80% completion of the additional engineering 
work authorized herein, Ney shall provide written notice to the 
Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed within 
the budget established for the services.  If the services are 
expected to exceed the budget, Ney shall submit a detailed cost 
overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-12 - Awarding Contract to B.L.M Holding Corp., for Parking  
Purposes in Connection With the Operation of the Plaza Diner - 
$5,200 Annually Retroactive to January 1, 2008 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has leased a portion of the 
municipal parking lot not needed for public use to B.L.M. Holding 
Corp., as more particularly described in a Lease Agreement 
(available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Lease Agreement expired at the end of December 
2007; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution and in accordance with the 
Local Lands and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq., the 
Borough solicited bids on two separate occasions for the lease of 
a portion of the municipal parking lot; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough did not receive any bids in response to 
its public solicitation of bids on either of two separate 
occasions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Lands and Buildings Law, where 
bids have been publicly advertised on two occasions and no 
acceptable bids have been received both times, a public body is 
entitled to negotiate a contract for the disposition of property; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough authorized the negotiation with B.L.M. 
Holding Corp. of a contract for the leasing of a portion of the 
municipal parking lot not needed for public use in accordance with 
the Local Lands and Buildings Law; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of negotiations, the Borough desires to 
award a contract to B.L.M. Holding Corp. for the lease of a 
portion of the municipal parking lot within Block 4701, Lot 8, 
containing square footage of +/- 1,500 square feet for a term of 
five years, to retroactively commence on January 1, 2008, and 
terminate on December 31, 2012, at the rate of $5,200.00 annually; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a lease contract to B.L.M. Holding 
Corp. is necessary for the continued efficient operations of the 
Borough and is in the best interests of the Borough and its 
taxpayers; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and B.L.M. Holding Corp. desire to enter 
into such lease agreement for a five-year term subject to the 
terms and conditions respecting termination set forth therein, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough Attorney be and is hereby  
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authorized and directed to prepare a lease agreement between the 
Borough and B.L.M Holding Corp. for a portion of the municipal 
parking lot within Block 4701, Lot 8, containing square footage of 
+/- 1,500 square feet not needed for public use, for a term of 
five years, to retroactively commence on January 1, 2008, and 
terminate on December 31, 2012, at the rate of $5,200.00 per year; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with the 
instructions of the Fort Lee Parking Authority, the terms and 
conditions of the Lease Agreement entered into in 2003, shall be 
incorporated into the new lease agreement; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute the new lease agreement on 
behalf of the Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk, be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to maintain a copy of this Resolution and 
the lease agreement in his offices for public inspection, 
according to law. 
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Bergen County  
Community Development Block Grant for Street and Road Improvements 
on 11th Street and Stillwell Avenue to 8th Street for 2008-2009 –  
$100,000 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of 
Bergen for the purpose of using $100,000 in 2008-2009 Community 
Development Block Grant funds for various street and road 
improvements to 11th Street, Stillwell Avenue to 8th Street in the 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the 
aforesaid grant agreement; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer, to sign all 
County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes 
that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for any funds not spent in 
accordance with the Grant Agreement; and that liability of the 
Mayor and Council is in accordance with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development requirements. 
 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Bergen County 
Open Space Trust Fund Grant for 2008-2009 for Improvements to 
Constitution Park - $110,000 (50-50 Match) 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of 
Bergen for the purpose of using $110,000 in 2008-2009 Open Space 
Trust Funds for Improvements to Constitution Park; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the 
aforesaid grant agreement; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby  
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authorizes Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer, to sign all 
County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes 
that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for a dollar to dollar 
match for any funds awarded in accordance with the Trust 
requirements. 
 
 
CA-15 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to  
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering April 1, 2008 to June 
30, 2008 - $1,855.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $1,125.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 
for the period covering April 1, 2008 through June 30, 2008. Fees 
are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 
Human Services; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $730.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the period covering April 1, 2008 through June 30, 2008.  

 
 
CA-16 - Authorizing Execution of a Developers Agreement with  
Strictly Bicycles, 2347 Hudson Terrace, Block 7110, Lot 4 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND STRICTLY 
BICYCLES. 
 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Strictly 
Bicycles for property located at Block 7110, Lot 4 on the Official 
Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, also know as 2347 Hudson 
Terrace, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolutions were conditioned upon the developer 

entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee 
and the posting of the necessary performance guarantees, insurance 
and irrevocable letter of credit; and 

 
WHEREAS, a developer’s agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney and the deposits, irrevocable letter of credit, 
and certificate of insurance have been received by the Borough, d 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 
are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 
the Developer; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 
 
CA-17 - Authorizing Execution of a Developers Agreement with 2215  
Route 4 Associates, LLC at 2215 Route 4 East Block 5502, Lot 7   
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
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FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND 2215 ROUTE 
4 ASSOCIATES, LLC. 
 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted resolutions approving a development and an 
overall signage program by 2215 Route 4 Associates, LLC., for 
property located at Block 5502, Lot 7 on the Official Tax Map of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, also know as 2215 Route 4 East, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey; and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolutions were conditioned upon the developer 

entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee 
and the posting of the necessary performance guarantees, insurance  
and irrevocable letter of credit; and 

 
WHEREAS, a developer’s agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney and the deposits, irrevocable letter of credit, 
and certificate of insurance have been received by the Borough, 
and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 
are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 
the Developer; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 
CA-18 - Authorizing Execution of a Developers Agreement for 2100  
North Central Road, LLC, at 2100 North Central Road  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND 2100 NORTH 
CENTRAL ROAD, LLC. 
 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted resolutions approving a development by 2100 North 
Central Road, LLC., for property located at Block 6105, Lot 1 on 
the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, also know as 2100 
North Central Road, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolutions were approved subject to the 

Developer adhering to certain conditions, including, but not 
limited to, the Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement 
with the Borough of Fort Lee and the posting of the necessary 
insurance coverage; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney and the certificate of insurance has been 
received by the Borough, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 
are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 
the Developer.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of  this resolution 
shall be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk for public 
inspection. 
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CA-19 - Authorizing Hiring of Six (6) People to Administer a  
Stationhouse Adjustment Program for the Police Department  
Through a $39,644 Grant from the New Jersey Governor’s Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Committee - Community 
Service Supervisor, Counselor, Three Tutors and a Stationhouse 
Adjustment Coordinator – $35.00 to $56.25 Hourly 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Police Department has been awarded a 
grant (J-J:102805) from the New Jersey Governor’s Juvenile Justice 
and Deliquency Prevention (JJDP) Committee in the amount of 
$39,644 to administer a Stationhouse Adjustment Program for 
juveniles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the juveniles may be required to be tutored and  
perform a certain number of hours of community service; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Police Department has recommended the hiring of 
six people to administer the stationhouse adjustment program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicants have been investigated and approved 
by the Juvenile Justice Commission, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired  
as recommended by the Police Department at the following hourly 
rates of compensation listed: 
 
 Susan Galperin Counselor          $56.25 
*Neil Grant  Community Service Supervisor        $40.00 
 Nicole Hernandez Reading & English Tutor       $35.00 
+Conrad Napoli  Stationhouse Adjustment Coordinator  $40.00  
 Jennifer Viti  Reading, English and Social Studies  $35.00 
                     Tutor         
 Anastasia Zabiris Social Studies Tutor         $35.00 
 
; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Police Department is solely 
responsible in administering the number of hours that the 
aforementioned people shall work which shall be based on the 
number of juveniles in the program.  
 
+Retroactive Starting Date of 7-17-08 
*Retroactive Starting Date of 7-21-08 
 
 
CA-20 - Awarding Contract to Musco Lighting, Oskaloosa, Iowa, to 
Set Up a Control Link to Remediate Certain Lighting Issues at Van 
Fleet Park - $7,800 
 
   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT    
   LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO MUSCO LIGHTING FOR THE PURCHASE,   
   INSTALLATION AND SERVICE OF LIGHTING FOR VAN FLEET PARK FIELDS 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase and have installed and serviced lighting 
for the baseball and soccer fields at Van Fleet Park in the 
Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received a 
proposal for the purchase, installation and service of lighting 
for the baseball and soccer fields at Van Fleet Park in the 
Borough; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough received a proposal from Musco Lighting 
(“Musco”), in response to the Borough’s solicitation for proposals 
for the purchase, installation and service of lighting for the 
baseball and soccer fields at Van Fleet Park in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for 
bids and bidding therefor, the purchase of any goods or services 
whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received from Musco correspondence, 
dated July 9, 2008, indicating that it is a sole source supplier 
of sports-lighting with high-speed two-way remote access 
communication control, and Borough personnel have investigated and  
confirmed Musco’s representation as to being a sole source 
supplier; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposal from Musco offers to provide these 
services for the amount of $7,800.00; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough, having 
considered the same, desire to authorize the purchase, 
installation and service of lighting for the baseball and soccer 
fields at Van Fleet Park in the Borough from Musco in the amount 
of $7,800.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the purchase, installation and service of lighting 
for the baseball and soccer fields at Van Fleet Park in the 
Borough will be performed by Musco at a cost of $7,800, which 
amount is below the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey 
Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, 
therefore, the contract is exempt from the provisions of the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 
purchase, installation and service of lighting for the baseball 
and soccer fields at Van Fleet Park in the Borough;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that Musco Lighting is awarded a contract for the 
purchase, installation and service of lighting for the baseball 
and soccer fields at Van Fleet Park in the Borough in accordance 
with its proposal, dated June 13, 2008, in the amount of 
$7,800.00.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 
competitive bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the 
goods or services does not exceed the bidding threshold, and Musco 
is a sole source supplier of sports-lighting with high-speed two-
way remote access communication control. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer 
certifies that funds are available for the purchase, installation 
and service of lighting for the baseball and soccer fields at Van 
Fleet Park in the Borough.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract in a legal newspaper as may be required 
by applicable law.  
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CA-21 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 
Specifications and/or Purchase Through State Contract a Four (4) 
Wheel Drive Vehicle for the Communications Department 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State contract for:  
 
     . Four Wheel Drive Vehicle for the Communications Department  
  
 
CA-22 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for 2008-2009 for 2053 
P&S Restaurant Inc.    
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
of Fort Lee that the following plenary retail consumption license 
for the year 2008/2009 be issued to the applicant listed below for 
premises designated opposite their respective name for the 
distribution and sale of alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #    LICENSEE                   TRADE NAME 
 
0219-33-007-011   2053 P&S Restaurant Inc. Dae Ga 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said license and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 

 
CA-23 - Authorizing Place-to-Place Liquor License Transfer From  
1355 16th Street (Inactive) to 209 Main Street for Ginger  
Restaurant Inc. 
 
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Ginger Restaurant 
Inc. (Inactive Status) for a place-to-place transfer of Plenary 
Retail Consumption license number 0219-33-013-011, located at 1355 
16th Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the applicant has 
complied with N.J.S.A. Title 33, and the license has been properly 
renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building 
Inspector and the Fire Inspector, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve, effective July 24, 
2008, the place to place transfer  of the aforesaid Plenary Retail 
Consumption license, to include the premises located at 209 Main 
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 
CA-24 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from 
Brinker, New Jersey Inc., to Fairview Equities LLC (Pocket 
License)  
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 
transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-044-006, 
heretofore issued to Brinker New Jersey Inc., (Inactive); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
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been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Police 
Department; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for the person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing 
Body does hereby approve the person-to-person transfer of the 
aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to Fairview Equities, 
LLC. located at a mailing address of 403 Fairview Avenue, Westwood, 
New Jersey 07675, effective July 24, 2008 and does hereby direct 
the Borough Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 
ownership. 
 
 
CA-25 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Applications for James  
Correa and Enrique Vicente for Fire Co. #2 
 
 The auxiliary firefighter applications for James Correa and 
Enrique Vicente for Fire Company #2 were approved. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-2, CA-8, CA-12 
and CA-19. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied to CA-2 and CA-8.  Ms. Thomas and Mr. 
Cervieri spoke to CA-12, and Ms. Thomas and Mayor Sokolich 
responded to CA-19. 
 
 Roz Levin, 1 Wall Street, inquired about CA-20. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Cervieri and Sokolich replied to Ms. 
Levin’s inquiry. 
  
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-25) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the “Movies & Music Under the 
Stars” series continues next Wednesday with the showing of 
Breaking Away at the Fort Lee Community Center.  On August 6th the 
movie “Fatso” will be viewed at the St. Rocco’s Festival on Martha 
Washington Way.  On August 13th back at the Community Center the 
movie will be “Across the Universe”, and on August 20th the movie 
“The Forbidden Planet” will be shown.  Music precedes all the 
movies at 7:00 p.m. 
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Councilman Sohmer – stated that this Saturday night, the Community 
Center will be hosting the program “Three Pro Tenors” at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 He stated that last Saturday night there was a very bad fire 
on Hazlitt Street off of Route 46 East.  The heat from the fire 
was so bad that the Borough requested mutual aid to assist in 
putting out the flames and to man the Ambulance Corps while the 
Borough’s Ambulance Corps was on the scene.  The building has to 
be demolished.  He offered his accolades to the Fire Department 
and all of the Borough’s emergency services for their efforts 
during the fire.  
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – mentioned that a couple of weeks ago in the 
morning there was a transformer fire at the Royal Buckingham.  The 
fire caused a blackout in the southeast section of the town.  
There were concerns about explosions at the time because no one 
knew the cause of the fire.  The Police Department secured the 
area and the Fire Department responded accordingly.  The Police 
and Fire Departments spent all day at the scene making sure 
everyone was safe.  He praised all of the Borough’s emergency 
services including the Building Department officials for their 
efforts.  As a resident he was pleased to see the coordination 
between the Police Department and Fire Department. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – echoed Messrs. Sohmer and Goldberg’s 
comments about the Borough’s emergency services.  All of the 
volunteers were in action doing something positive to help the 
community and each other out during these difficult situations.  
 
 She offered her condolences to the Councilman Sargenti and 
his family. 
 
 She stated that the Fort Lee Library has been displaying a 
series of colorful photos which has been on exhibit in the Atrium 
gallery of the library during the month of July.  These are 
photographs of Taiwan which has become a hot destination for world 
travelers.  
  
 She added that the library is offering extended vacation 
loans on its four week books.  For patrons going on vacation, most 
regular fiction and non-fiction books may be borrowed for extended 
periods during the summer.  For further information on any library 
program call 201-592-3614. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – announced the funeral arrangements for 
Joseph Sargenti.  In lieu of flowers the family is requesting that 
donations be made to the Elks Club in Ridgefield Park. 
 
 He stated that he was at the Royal Buckingham with the 
building’s superintendent after the fire.  The superintendent told 
him that the people in the Building Department did an outstanding 
job in giving them direction and helping them get online as 
quickly as they could.  The superintendent offered his kudos to 
everyone involved for the Borough’s outstanding efforts and Mr. 
Cervieri stated that he echoed his colleague’s sentiments that 
have already been previously expressed tonight. 
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 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Anna Lypinski         .Town Meeting of July 21st  Mayor Sokolich 
400 Park Place         
                      .Many Good Things Borough   Mayor Sokolich 
                        Has to Offer 
 
                      .Tired of People Bashing    Mayor Sokolich 
                        the Borough               Ms. Kasofsky 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:45 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL MEETING 
   

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                         Monday, July 14, 2008 @9:30 a.m. 
 

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
Of Fort Lee was held on the above date in Executive Conference 
Room #201, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg,         
                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Pohan 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, 
             Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
           Frank Regan, Esq., for Borough Attorney    
  
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On July 10, 2008 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the 
Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2008. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mr. Grant read the operative portion of the special meeting. 
  
 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 
 

1. Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a 
     Grant Agreement With the New Jersey Department of 
     Transportation for a 2009 Local Aid Grant for North 
     Avenue Roadway Project 

 
 2.  Public Participation 
 
 It is expected that action will be taken at this meeting. 
 

Authorizing Approval to Submit a Grant Agreement with the NJDOT 
for a 2009 Local Aid Grant for the North Avenue Roadway Project 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has determined that North 
Avenue roadway is in need of repair; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is desirous of improvements 
on North Avenue roadway and filing a Grant application for a 2009 
New Jersey Department of Transportation Local Aid Grant for North 
Avenue, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of  
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the Borough of Fort Lee, formally approves the Grant application  
for the above stated project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized to submit an electronic Grant application 
identified as MA-2009—Fort Lee Borough—00424 to the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized to sign the Grant agreement on behalf of the 
Borough of Fort Lee and that their signature constitutes 
acceptance of the terms and conditions of the Grant agreement and 
approves the execution of the Grant agreement. 
 
 Ms. Thomas explained the scope of the project and that the 
repairs are going to be paid through a NJDOT grant. 
 
 The Mayor and Council agreed that even thought the Borough’s 
agreements with the Port Authority only cover general repairs and 
maintenance that the Borough should approach the Port Authority to 
see whether they will contribute to the repairs of North Avenue if 
the cost of the project runs more than the grant. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
    

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
 No one from the public was present during this portion of the 
meeting.                         
 
 There being no further discussion, the special meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried at 9:40 a.m.  
 
          
       _____________________                        
                               Neil Grant 
                                   Borough Clerk    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                     Thursday, June 26, @8:10 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich had no report tonight. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 5, 2008 
Executive Session were approved with Councilman Sargenti 
abstaining. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-30 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Handicapped Parking Space by the Post Office on the Corner of 
Anderson Avenue and Plateau Avenue 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-30 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, 
SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED  
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 24, 
2008. 
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Ordinance #2008-31 - Amending Chapter 406, Wreckers and Towing, 
Sections 15 and 22,  Rates for Towing and Release of Vehicles 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-31 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENING CHAPTER 406 WRECKERS AND TOWING SERVICE, SECTION 15 RATES 
FOR TOWING, CONVEYING, REPAIR, SERVICE OR STORAGE; AND SECTION 22 
RELEASE OF VEHICLES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 24, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-32 - Amending Chapter 324 Rent Control, Sec 58, 
Certain Rental Dwellings to be Exempt  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-32 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 324, RENT CONTROL, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
July 24, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-33 - Ordinance for Determining Positions Eligible 
for the Defined Contribution Retirement Program – State Mandated  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-33 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE FOR 
DETERMINING POSITIONS ELIGIBLE FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION 
RETIREMENT PROGRAM,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
July 24, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance #2008-29 - Appropriating a $110,000 Grant from the 
Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic 
Preservation Trust Fund for Improvements to Constitution Park 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-29 entitled, ““ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING A $110,000 GRANT 
FROM THE BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, FARMLAND AND 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO CONSTITUTION 
PARK IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, 
NEW JERSEY.” 
 
 There being no further public discussion, the public hearing 
was closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by  
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Councilman Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA- 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $8,155,935.49 
Capital                                       22,295,278.63 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,616.35 
Trip Admissions                                      417.31 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         47,041.20 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                   24,989.11 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,586.23 
Redemption Account                                      n/a 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Road Improvement Plan                          1,518,403.41  
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    5,587.57 
Police Justice                                    14,758.92 
 
Total:                                       $32,066,614.225 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Alex        
Rosario for Fire Company #1 
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Alex Rosario for 
Fire Company #1 was approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Renewal of Liquor Licenses for 2008-2009 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that plenary retail consumption licenses, plenary retail 
distribution licenses, plenary retail consumption w/broad package 
privilege, and club licenses for the year 2008/2009 be issued to  
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each of the applicants listed on the attached pages for premises 
designated opposite their respective names for the distribution or 
sale of alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #    LICENSEE                    TRADE NAME 
 
0219-33-001-009   PICCO INC                   DURI 
 
0219-33-002-002   143 WEST 99TH ST. CORP. AIELLO'S HILLTOP  
 
0219-33-005-002   ASTER CORPORATION   PLAZA DINER 
 
0219-33-006-011   JABADOU INC.    TRIBECCA 
 
0219-33-008-010   KIM & YOON INC.   SAN CHON RESTAURANT 
 
0219-44-009-002   9W WINES & SPIRITS LLC  QUENCH WINES & 
                                               SPIRITS 
 
0219-33-010-008   SUNBICHON RESTAURANT INC. MASIL HOUSE 
 
0219-44-011-004   B.L.W. WORLD INC.       WINE KING LIQUORS 
 
 
0219-33-013-011   GINGER RESTAURANT INC. 
 
0219-33-016-005   CHRISOVALANTIS INC.  RED OAK DINER 
 
0219-33-019-006   PALAVE ASSOCIATES INC.      SALLY LING'S  
         RESTAURANT 
 
0219-33-020-004   NEW GARDEN WEST CORP.       SILVER POND SEAFOOD 
                                              RESTAURANT 
 
0219-44-023-004   GREAT ATLANTIC & PACIFIC A&P WINES AND 
      TEA CO.                     SPIRITS 
 
0219-33-024-003   STUNI INC.        HIRAM'S ROADSTAND 
 
0219-33-025-005   ARAXTHOS INC.   20/20 BAR & GRILL 
 
0219-33-026-003   PIZZA CHEF, INC.   ARMANDO'S 
 
0219-32-027-006   FRANCO B. INC.       FRANCOS METRO 
         RESTAURANT 
 
0219-44-029-011   FAIRWAY MARKET, INC.  FAIRWAY MARKET   
                 GIFT BASKETS 
 
0219-33-030-005   GAM NA MOO, INC.        PHO32&SHA BU 
 
0219-44-031-008   LINWOOD WINES & LIQUORS INC. 
                   
0219-33-033-010   NAMPO LLC.    
     
0219-33-034-004   SLUMBER INC.        HOLIDAY INN 
 
0219-44-035-004   SHOP-RITE LIQUORS, INC. SHOP RITE LIQUORS 
                                              OF FORT LEE 
 
0219-33-036-010   RISTORANTE IL LIMONCELLO TRIPLE 
                   LLC 
 
0219-33-037-003   177 NORTH MARGINAL   SIGGY'S BAR & GRILL 
      ROAD INC. 
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0219-44-038-004   K&S DRUG & SURGICAL INC. JUNCTION DRUGS 
 
       
0219-33-041-011   JOE & MAX INC.   SO KYO SEAFOOD 
 
0219-33-043-006   MEMRIES INC.         IN NAPOLI 
 
0219-33-047-007   JOSEPH KERR 
 
0219-33-048-017   MUSO CAFE INC. 
 
0219-33-049-003   GAM ME OK, INC.    
 
0219-33-050-004   QUEENS RECIPE, INC.         MAHARANI INDIAN 
                                               CUISINE 
 
0219-44-051-005   GOOD NATURE FORT LEE        GOOD NATURE FORT LEE 
                   MARKET, INC.                MARKET 
 
0219-33-052-007   BROWN WINE BAR, LLC 
 
 
0219-31-054-001   FORT LEE ATHLETIC CLUB      FORT LEE ATHLETIC 
      INC.                         CLUB 
 
0219-31-057-001   HOOK & LADDER CO. #3  HOOK & LADDER CO. #3 
 
 
0219-44-060-014   THE HUDSON WINE MARKET, INC.   
 
0219-36-062-004   FORT LEE HOTEL    FORT LEE DOUBLETREE 
      MANAGEMENT INC. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-4  Authorizing Renewal of Liquor License for 2008-2009 for 
Jabadou Inc., at 2027 Lemoine Avenue With Special Conditions 
Imposed  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL 
CONSUMPTION LICENSE 0219-33-006-011, JABADOU INC., t/a 
TRIBECCA, 2027 LEMOINE AVENUE, FOR THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES, FOR THE LICENSING YEAR JULY 1, 2008 – JUNE 
30, 2009. 
 
WHEREAS, Jabadou, Inc. t/a Tribecca (“Tribecca”) is the owner 

and was the holder of a plenary retail consumption liquor license 
for property known as the Tribecca Night Club; and  

 
WHEREAS, Tribecca had applied to the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee (“Fort Lee”) for the reissuance of the liquor 
license for the subject property; and  

 
WHEREAS, Tribecca has taken appropriate measures to 

significantly improve their operations and to minimize the 
negative impacts that were previously prevalent; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney (“Attorney”) and the Fort Lee 

Police Department (“FLPD”) have reviewed the current operating 
conditions of Tribecca and have submitted proposed operating 
conditions for the premises which would have the effect of  
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significantly improving the use and operation of the Night Club, 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that plenary retail consumption license 
0219-33-006-011, Jabadou Inc., t/a Tribecca, 2027 Lemoine Avenue, 
for the licensing year July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009 be renewed for 
the sale of alcoholic beverages with the following Special 
Conditions imposed on the license: 

 
a) No patron under 21 years of age shall be permitted on the 

premises when alcohol is being distributed, to include 
employees as well; 

 
b) Security ID’s shall be displayed prominently by all 

employees.  The word “Security” shall be printed on the back 
of the outermost garment. 

 
c) No admittance into the establishment after 1:45 AM with last 

call at 2:40 AM.  All patrons shall be off the premises no 
later than 3 AM. 

 
d) The licensee’s parking lot and adjacent sidewalks shall be 

secured and patrolled by licensee’s security personnel to 
assist in the orderly exiting of patrons. 

 
e) Licensee shall provide such security control as requested by 

the Fort Lee Police Department (FLPD).  In the even the 
licensee fails to provide such control Fort Lee shall have 
the right to prohibit operations. 

 
f) The “licensed premises” shall be deemed to include adjacent 

and accessory premises included, but not limited to, the 
parking lot(s), street, sidewalk and the like. 

 
g) The video recording system shall be maintained and upgraded 

as directed by the FLPD, with a minimum hold of 30 days 
before being re-used or erased. 

 
h) The licensee shall provide monthly updates to the FLPD of 

current employee lists, including photographs. 
 

i) No valet parking shall be provided or offered by licensee. 
 

j) Licensee shall provide exterior clearing of premises every 
Saturday and Sunday morning prior to 9:00 AM. 

 
k) Licensee shall not conduct promotion events on the premises 

including, but not limited to: discount offerings based on 
dress, social status, race, ethnicity and the like.  There 
shall be no promotion or sponsored events in coordination 
with media outlets or private disc jockeys without two weeks 
prior approval from the FLPD.  Further, there shall be no 
teen nights.  Also, there shall be no sports or entertainment 
related events without two weeks prior approval from the 
FLPD. 

 
l) Patrons and employees shall be immediately barred from the 

premises if they are wearing gang related clothing or gesture 
in a fashion commonly associated with gang related activity. 

 
m) Licensee shall immediately notify the FLPD of any action that 

involves the use of physical force to restrain and/or remove 
a patron. 

 
n) Occupancy shall be limited to 550 persons at any given time.  

With the exception of up to eight (8) articulated events                
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  agreed upon annually under separate amendment between  
  Licensee and Fort Lee, occupancy limited to 650 will be  
  permitted. 

 
o) A minimum of 3 dedicated security personnel shall be employed 

and on duty during all hours of operation, and an addition 2 
security personnel per 100 patrons after the initial 100 
patrons. 

 
p)Failure to comply with any portion of these stipulation shall  
  subject licensee to liability for any cost incurred by such  
  non-compliance, including but not limited to, cost of  
  additional police or other security, and to the revocation of  

     liquor license 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewals for 2008-2009 for  
Brinker, New Jersey Inc., KH&Y Corp., Callahan’s Inc. Vin  
Romanee LLC and Zenex Enterprises Inc. (Pocket Licenses) 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 1, 2007 and May 27th, 29th and June 3rd and 
June 11, 2008 Special Rulings were granted from the State of New 
Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, to permit 
consideration of liquor license renewal for four (4) plenary retail 
consumption licenses and one (1) plenary retail distribution 
license for the two year period of 2008-2009 and 2009-2010; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the renewal applications for 2008-2009 have been 
filed in the Borough Clerk's Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive licenses shall be 
renewed for the licensing year 2008-2009. 
 
Special  Liquor License # Licensee 
Ruling Date 
 
10/1/07     0219-33-044-006  BRINKER NEW JERSEY INC 
5/27/08     0219-33-022-003  KH&Y CORP.  
5/29/08  0219-33-012-002  CALLAHAN'S INC. 
6/3/08  0219-44-039-004  VIN ROMANEE, LLC           
6/11/08  0219-33-028-007  ZENEX ENTERPRISE CORP.    
     
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-6 - Accepting Retirement Notice From Christine Korinko, Deputy  
Registrar of Vital Statistics/Principal Clerk Typist of the Health 
Department – Retroactive to June 1st 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice of Christine Korinko, Deputy 
Registrar of Vital Statistics/Principal Clerk Typist, of the 
Health Department, dated March 19, 2008 from the State Division of 
Pensions & Benefits is hereby accepted, with Ms. Korinko’s 
retirement from the Borough effective June 1, 2008. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications 
and Advertise for Bids for a DPW Sweeper and DPW Aerial Device 
Truck 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of  
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Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State contract for:  
 
     . DPW Sweeper  
     . DPW Aerial Device Truck 
 
 
CA-8 - Endorsing Application for a Grant to the U.S. Department of  
Justice COPS Technology Program Funding  
 
       Endorsing the Borough of Fort Lee’s Application for U.S.          
       Department of Justice COPS Technology Program Funding 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has been invited to submit 
an application to U.S. Department of Justice COPS Technology 
Program Funding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is proposing to acquire new 
mobile laptops and supporting peripherals to enhance its 
communications network; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an award from the U.S. Department of Justice COPS 
Technology Program Funding will permit the Borough to provide 
significant public safety benefits for our residents and those who 
travel through the area, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee fully supports and endorses the project and 
hereby authorizes the Mayor and Police Chief to execute any 
related documents for the above-mentioned grant application to the 
U.S. Department of Justice COPS Technology Program Funding. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Hiring of Nadine Lerman as a Clerk Typist in  
The Fire Prevention Bureau - $27,610 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
due to some personnel changes recently in the Fire Prevention 
Bureau, have decided to fill the vacant position of Clerk Typist, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Nadine Lerman be hired to the 
position of Clerk Typist in the Fire Prevention Bureau, with an 
effective starting date of July 14, 2008 at an annual salary of 
$27,610.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification by the New Jersey Department of 
Personnel. 
 
 
CA-10 - Awarding Bid to English Paving Co., Inc., Ridgefield, New 
Jersey for Improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street 
$225,252.00 (Borough Awarded $290,000 in Grants from the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation for the Project) 
 
    A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
    OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION 
    OF IMPROVEMENTS TO STILLWELL AVENUE AND 11TH STREET 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to award a contract for the provision of improvements 
to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street; and 
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 WHEREAS, on June 19, 2008, bid packages were received from 
the following bidders in response to the Borough’s public 
solicitation for bids for the provision of improvements to 
Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street: 
 
  English Paving Company, Inc.  $225,252.00 
  Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc.   $226,643.50  
  Tilcon New York, Inc.   $227,373.90 
  DLS Contracting, Inc.   $241,620.00 
          4 Clean Up, Inc.                   $253,368.25         
          AJM Contracting, Inc.              $265,892.50 
          Smith Sondy Asphalt Construction   $275,189.00 
           Co., Inc.                         
; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by English Paving Company, inc. (“English”) is in compliance with 
the requirements of the bid specifications and that English 
constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 
provision of improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of contracting for the provision of improvements to Stillwell 
Avenue and 11th Street; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has been awarded $290,000 in grants 
from the New Jersey Department of Transportation and it has 
reviewed its available funds and has determined that sufficient 
funds are available for the provision of improvements to Stillwell 
Avenue and 11th Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to English for the 
provision of improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street is 
necessary for the Borough’s efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that English Paving Company, Inc., 1087 Edgewater Avenue, 
Ridgefield, New Jersey is the lowest responsible and compliant 
bidder and is awarded the contract for the provision of 
improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street in accordance 
with the applicable bid documents and specifications for the 
amount of $225,252.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 
execute an agreement with English Paving in accordance with its 
bid; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision of the 
improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office.  
 
     There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-10) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – reported that May 22nd the Borough submitted 
its invoice for approximately $2,300,000 to the Port Authority  
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pursuant to the agreement with the Borough in which the Port 
Authority reimburses the Borough 50% of the costs for the Main 
Street/Hudson Terrace road improvements up to a maximum of 
$15,000,000.  The Port Authority sent a check to the Borough 
yesterday for one-half of the invoice the Borough submitted.  At 
this point the Port Authority has reimbursed the Borough 
$6,000,000.  They are performing according to the contract the 
Borough has with them. 
 
 He stated that the movie “I Am Legend” was postponed 
yesterday because of the Fort Lee High School commencement 
exercises. It has been rescheduled for Friday, June 27th at the 
Fort Lee Community Center.  The “Battle of the High School Bands” 
will precede the move beginning at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 He announced that the Borough will be holding its fireworks 
display on Wednesday, July 2nd on Lemoine Avenue between Main 
Street and Bruce Reynolds Boulevard.  The program begins at 7:00 
p.m. with music from the Summer Stream Orchestra.  The fireworks 
will commence at 9:20 p.m.  Bring chairs because space is limited.  
The Parking Authority will be providing round trip bus trips at no 
cost from various locations within the Borough beginning at 7:00 
p.m.  
 
 He added that next week’s movie “Yankee Doodle Dandy” will be 
held on July 4th at the Community Center.  For the balance of July 
the music and movies series will continue every Wednesday night. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer - stated that he attended the high school 
graduation last night at the Alan W. Sugarman field.  It was a 
terrific night.  As a Fort Lee High School graduate it brought 
back memories from years past for him.  He congratulated the class 
of 2008. 
 
 He urged drivers to be careful as all of the children are out 
of school for the summer vacation. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – reminded everyone fireworks are illegal and 
that’s one of the reasons why the Borough provides an annual 
firework’s display. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy and safe July 4th. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – stated that concrete was poured this week at 
Whitey Lang Park for the new skateboard park.  He expects that 
everything should be completed within the next six weeks. 
 
 He also offered his congratulations to the Fort Lee High 
School graduating class of 2008. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – wished everyone a happy July 4th and looks 
forward to seeing everyone at the firework’s display on July 2nd. 
 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – wished everyone a happy and healthy July 4th 
holiday weekend. 
 
 He added that freedom is something is earned and the people’s 
participation in the government is welcome. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the public participation portion of the meeting was 
commenced. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
James Viola           .Veteran’s Square/          Mayor Sokolich 
147 Cedar Street        William T. Birch Street   Mr. Cervieri 
                        Dedication                Ms. Thomas 
 
Edith Tunick          .Storm in June/Recognizing  Mayor Sokolich 
235 Elsmere Place       Individual Homeowners as 
                        Well as High-Rise Dwellers 
                        Who Were Affected by the 
                        Storm 
  
Nina Levinson         .United Homeowners Meeting  
1560 West St.           in June to be Re-Aired by 
                        Time Warner Cable on 
                        July 5th 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and there being no further public discussion, the meeting 
was adjourned, and carried at 8:40 p.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                     Thursday, June 12, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this evening there is an important 
resolution which he expects will be approved later tonight by the 
governing body.  The resolution will serve to do two things.  It 
will terminate the redeveloper’s agreement with Town & Country, 
Developers, Inc. at the Centuria site.  The second step will de-
designate Town & Country as the approved redeveloper of the 
Borough of Fort Lee.  Over the past few months there have been 
certain defaults that have occurred under the redeveloper’s 
agreement.  Those defaults include failure of the redeveloper to 
reimburse the Borough to relocate utility expenses and to pay 
certain real estate taxes. A third default is a foreclosure 
complaint recently served on the redeveloper and the Borough as a 
defendant whereby one of the lenders seeks foreclosure on the loan 
that was previously extended to Town & Country.  These are all 
public records.  Anyone of the three defaults would undermine the 
confidence level that the governing body has with the redeveloper 
to perform the way it was supposed to perform at the Centuria 
site.  The Centuria site is not about brick and mortar, profits 
for builders or making sure investments are maximized.  The view 
from the Borough is that project is a revitalization of retail, 
and a revitalization of a large section of the Borough.  As a 
consequence whoever builds Centuria will do it in a timely fashion 
and will build it in a way that the Borough envisions.  The 
Borough has a fiduciary obligation to make sure the resident’s 
rights and interests are in fact preserved.  The Borough by 
approving tonight’s resolution will be providing its fiduciary 
obligation.  The redevelopment agreement guides the Centuria site.  
The agreement was entered into to make sure the project is built  
correctly.  The Borough has remedies within the agreement and 
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the Borough has followed the procedures to put the developer into 
default.  The cure period for one of the defaults has lapsed.  De-
designate means the Borough will rescind the appointment of the 
redeveloper.  The Borough tonight will not be re-designating a 
redeveloper which would have meant picking a new developer.  Only 
the de-designation will be occurring tonight. 
 
 He closed by stated that this property has been vacant for 
over thirty-five years.  It’s important enough that if 
construction does not start in another year or two, but the delay 
will ensure that the right entity develops it in a way that the 
Borough envisions, then the delay will be worth its while.  He 
asked everyone to remain patient as the Borough fulfills its 
fiduciary obligation and one day Centuria will be built the way 
it’s supposed to be built. 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
PR-1 - Fort Lee Elementary School District Aria Finalists 
 
 David Pietri and Carl Faust lead the students in the singing 
of the National Anthem. 
 
 Plaques were presented to David Pietri, Opera Tenor, Carl 
Faust, Music Teacher at Fort Lee Public School #4, and the 
following students for their individual arias. 
 

Sophia Iosebashvili “Why Me” (School #1) 
Rick Huang, Aria “Flying Hope” (School #2) 

     Dorothy Ruan  “The Moment” (School #3) 
     Christian Lasval, Aria “The Bully is Wrong” (School #4) 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 22, 2008 Executive 
Session were approved with Councilman Sargenti abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 22, 2008 
Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Sargenti abstaining. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 
 
Ordinance #2008-29 - Appropriating a $110,000 Grant from the 
Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic 
Preservation Trust Fund for Improvements to Constitution Park 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-29 entitled, “ORDINANCE 
APPROPRIATING A $110,000 GRANT FROM THE BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE, 
RECREATION, FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS TO CONSTITUTION PARK IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
June 12, 2008. 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-20. 

 
CA-1 – Approving Raffle License #989 for Saint Rocco Italian 
Mutual Aid Society 

 
WHEREAS, Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society, 

110 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle  
application for August 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #989, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-2 – Approving Raffle License #990 for Saint Rocco Italian 
Mutual Aid Society 
 

WHEREAS, Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society, 
110 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle  
application for August 10, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #990, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Firefighter Application for Jacqueline Calkins  
for Fire Company #1 and Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter Application for 
Nicholas Chodor for Fire Company #3   
 
 The firefighter application for Jacqueline Calkins for Fire 
Company #1 and the jr. auxiliary firefighter application for 
Nicholas Chodor for Fire Company #3 were approved. 
 
 
CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Letter from Rosalie Aiosa from the 
Municipal Court   
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the retirement letter dated May 25, 2008, by Rosalie 
Aiosa, of the Municipal Court is hereby accepted; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Aiosa’s effective date of 

retirement from the Borough shall be retroactive to June 1, 2008. 
 

 
CA-5 - Authorizing Continuation of Part-time Employment for Angelo  
Sevatskis as a Kitchen Aid for the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens 
Center - $12.00 Hourly 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that Angelo Sevastakis, employee of the kitchen staff of 
the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center will continue his part 
time employment with the Borough; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Sevastakis will be paid 

$12.00 hourly, with a work week not to exceed 19.5 hours, with an 
effective date of June 16th. 

 
 

CA-6 - Authorizing the Hiring of Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department Including Camp Counselors – Termination Date 
August 31st 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 
date of June 30, 2008 and a termination date of August 31, 2008. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Hiring of Eight (8) Clean Communities Employees 
- $7.50 to $11.50 Hourly 
 
 WHEREAS, summer seasonal positions exist within various 
departments, and the Mayor and Council have determined that the 
positions should be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired 
as spring and summer help, at the hourly rates of compensation 
listed below: 
 
Name         Department       Hourly   Starting 
                                          Rate       Date           
 
Michael Lione        Clean Communities   $11.50    (Foreman)   
Jason Serafino       Clean Communities   $9.50     (Foreman)  
Jayson Colon         Clean Communities   $8.50       
Pat Cillo            Clean Communities   $8.50 
Christopher Stabile  Clean Communities   $8.00       
Derek Burke          Clean Communities   $7.50 
Michael Francolino   Clean Communities   $7.50       
Edana Younas         Clean Communities   $7.50 
Francis McKenna      Clean Communities   $8.00 

 
 

CA-8 - Authorizing Title Change for Leah Wasserman from Clerk  
Typist to Fire Prevention Specialist in the Fire Prevention Bureau 
– $39,856.00 Annually 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

due to some personnel changes in the Fire Prevention Bureau, would 
like to promote Leah Wasserman to the vacant position of Fire 
Prevention Specialist, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Leah Wasserman be promoted to the 
position of Fire Prevention Specialist in the Fire Prevention 
Bureau, with an effective date of June 16, 2008 at an annual 
salary of $39,856.00; and 
 



Regular Meeting                                      June 12, 2008 
                                                           Page #5 
 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification by the New Jersey Department of 
Personnel. 

 
 

CA-9 - Authorizing the Tax Collector to Prepare and Mail Out 
Estimated Tax Bills for the Third Quarter 
 
        A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TAX      
        COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN                
        ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994 C. 72 

 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee had a public hearing 
regarding its scheduled budget adoption on April 10, 2008 and the 
Bergen County Board of Taxation is unable to certify Fort Lee’s 
tax rate at this time and the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector 
will be unable to mail the Borough’s 2008 tax bills on a timely 
basis; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector/Fort Lee Chief 
Financial Officer has computed an estimated tax levy in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and he has signed a certification showing 
the tax levies for the previous year, the tax rates and the range 
of permitted estimated tax levies; and 
 
     WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 72, P.L. 1994, the 
Governing Body requests the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services to approve the estimated tax levy exceeding 
105% listed below.  Approval will enable the Borough to meet its 
financial obligations, maintain the tax collection rate, provide 
uniformity for tax payments and save the unnecessary cost of 
interest on borrowing, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 
on this the 12th day of June, 2008 as follows: 
 
     1.  The Fort Lee Tax Collector is hereby authorized and 
directed to prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough 
of Fort Lee for the Third Installment of 2008 taxes.  The Tax 
Collector shall proceed upon approval from the Director and take 
such actions as are permitted and required by P.L. 1994, c. 72 
(N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3) 
  
     2.  The entire estimated tax levy for 2008 is hereby set at 
$110,310,619.00. 
 
     3.  In accordance with the law the Third Installment of 2008  
taxes shall not be subject to interest until the later of August  
10th or the twenty-fifth day after the date the estimated tax 
bills were mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice 
specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Membership into the Bergen Municipal Employees 
Benefits Fund for the Purpose of Dental Insurance Coverage 

 
BERGEN MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND  

RESOLUTION TO JOIN 
 

WHEREAS, a number of public entities in the State of New 
Jersey have joined together to form the Bergen Municipal Employee 
Benefits Fund, hereafter referred to as “FUND”, as permitted by 
N.J.S.A. 11:15-3, 17:1-8.1, and 40A:10-36 et seq.; and 
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WHEREAS, the FUND was approved to become operational by the 

Departments of Insurance and Community Affairs and has been 
operational since that date; and 

 
WHEREAS, the statutes and regulations governing the creation 

and operation of a joint insurance fund, contain certain elaborate 
restrictions and safeguards concerning the safe and efficient 
administration of the public interest entrusted to such a FUND; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

hereinafter referred to as “LOCAL UNIT” has determined that 
membership in the FUND is in the best interest of the LOCAL UNIT, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 

LOCAL UNIT hereby agrees as follows: 
 

i. Become a member of the FUND for the period  
outlined in the LOCAL UNIT’s Idemnity and Trust 
Agreements. 
 

         ii.   Will participate in the following type(s) of  
     coverage(s): 
     

a.) Dental Insurance as defined pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 17B:17-4, the FUND’s Bylaws, and Plan 
of Risk Management. 

      
        iii.   Adopts and approved the FUND’S Bylaws. 
 

    iv.   Execute an application for membership and any 
Accompanying certifications 
 

      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the LOCAL 
UNIT is authorized and directed to execute the Indemnity and Trust 
Agreement and such other documents signifying membership in the 
FUND as required by the FUND’s Bylaws, and to deliver these 
documents to the FUND’s Executive Director with the express 
reservation that these documents shall become effective only upon: 
 

i. Approval of the LOCAL UNIT by the FUND. 
 
         ii.   Receipt from the LOCAL UNIT of a Resolution  

     accepting assessment 
 

        iii.   Approval by the New Jersey Department of Insurance  
               and Department of Community Affairs 
 
 
CA-11 - Appointing Peggy Thomas Fund Commissioner for the B-Med 
With Regard to the Borough’s Membership Into the Bergen Municipal 
Employees Benefits Fund 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has entered membership into 
the Bergen Municipal Employees benefits fund for the purpose of 
dental insurance coverage; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the bylaws of the B-Med require that every member 
town appoint a commissioner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the governing body appoints Peggy 
Thomas, Borough Administrator for the Borough of Fort Lee as the 
fund commissioner for the B-Med. 
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CA-12 - Approving Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society 
Festival – August 6-10, 2008 at Martha Washington Way 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that consent is granted to the Saint Rocco Italian 
American Mutual Aid Society to conduct their annual feast on 
August 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10, 2008 on Martha Washington Way; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee shall be 

held harmless from any and all claims which might arise out of the 
St. Rocco festival; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that for any fireworks that St. 

Rocco’s wishes to setoff, a permit must be issued by the Fort Lee 
Fire Prevention Bureau, and that a certificate of insurance naming 
the Borough of Fort Lee as additionally insured be obtained. 

 
 
CA-13 - Endorsing 2008 Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund and  
Municipal Park Improvement Program for 2008 for Construction of a 
Skateboard Park at Whitey Lang Park – $100,000  

 
BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND 

       MUNICIPAL PARK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
  

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund application in 
the amount of $100,000 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort 
Lee for a skateboard park at Whitey Lang Park in the municipality 
of Fort Lee; and 
 
   WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, such 
funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by 
the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of Fort Lee, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 
Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body is committed 
to providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Division of Community 
Development so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-14 - Opposing S-1137, Which Would Expand the Scope of  
Negotiations With Regard to Collective Bargaining Issues Which 
Would Impinge on Local Management Prerogatives 
 

WHEREAS, Governing bodies are concerned about their ability 
to manage their employees using methods in the most appropriate 
and efficient manner possible; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Governing bodies further believe that it is an 
employers’ right to hire, promote, transfer, assign or retain  
employees in positions deemed necessary and appropriate; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 1137 would re-define the New Jersey 
Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC) law by adding new 
mandatory subjects of collective bargaining and issues that have 
been historically non-negotiable would become negotiable; and 



Regular Meeting                                      June 12, 2008 
                                                           Page #8 
 
 WHEREAS, S-1137 will diminish the authority of municipalities 
over their day to day operations and severely impair the ability 
to manage personnel in an effective manner; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these changes are imposed on governing bodies while 
under severe financial stress, and the State announced plans to 
substantially reduce or eliminate State aid to many 
municipalities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, S-1137 would increase the time and cost of 
negotiations which costs ultimately falls on our beleaguered 
property taxpayers, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
Fort Lee, adamantly oppose adoption of S-1137 which impinges on 
local management prerogatives, would potentially result in 
protracted costly negotiations and advances encroachments by 
public unions; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a certified copy of this resolution 
is hereby forwarded to Governor Jon Corzine, Senator Robert M. 
Gordon, and Assemblywomen Joan Voss, Connie Wagner and the NJ 
League of Municipalities. 
 
 
CA-15 - Opposing S-770 and A-1645, Mandating the Appointment of a  
Qualified Purchasing Agent 
 

 A RESOLUTION OPPOSING S-770 and A-1645 MANDATING THE  
      APPOINTMENT OF A QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT AND THE  
      ATTENDANT REORGANIZATION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE’S 
      PURCHASING FUNCTIONS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee strongly supports the 
employment of the best purchasing practices to not only ensure 
compliance with the numerous state statues governing public 
procurement but also to obtain the most favorable pricing for 
required services and products; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee encourages and allows its 
employees to receive continuing education courses and frequent 
training to remain relevant of new statues, changes in regulations 
and best practice procedures which encourage proper cost effective 
purchasing; and 
 
 WHERAS, the Legislature has before its bills, S-770 and A-
1645, endorsed by the Purchasing Officials and no other statewide 
local government organization that would significantly impact on 
the operation of the purchasing function by requiring the 
reorganization of the purchasing function into a separate office 
not under the direct supervision of the local unit’s 
administrator, manager, CFO and other official; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has not experienced any 
challenges or crisis in purchasing procedures that warrants 
imposing this unfunded mandate upon local governments and 
questions what existing problem(s) it purports to fix; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee takes exception to this 
unfunded state mandate which represents an intrusion into the 
management prerogative of local officials to organize purchasing 
functions that are in the best interests of resident taxpayers; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, S-770 and A-1645 will not reduce the cost of the 



Regular Meeting                                      June 12, 2008 
                                                           Page #9 
 
 municipal operation nor lead to better purchasing activities; 
rather these unfunded mandates will, in all probability, lead to 
higher personnel costs in the future given the mandates contained 
therein; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is unconscionable for the Legislature to impose 
another unfunded mandate during a time when Mayors and governing 
body members are focused on proposed budget cuts that will result 
in increased property taxes and curtailment of services to 
residents, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen 
 

1. Opposed S-770 and its companion bill A-1645 as an unfunded  
state mandate with no new or additional capabilities to 
assist towns in improving purchasing activities and in all 
probability will lead to future cost increases. 

   
2. Opposed S-770 and its companion bill A-1645 which change  
    in existing option afforded local units into an unfunded 
    mandate to appoint a qualified purchasing agent. 
 
3. Certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to  
    Governor Jon Corzine, District 38 Legislators and the NJ 
    League of Municipalities. 

 
 
CA-16 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Advertise for Bids  
for Improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street, Replacement 
of Pumps at the Palisade Terrace Pump Station and Replacement of 
Pumps and Controls at the Valley Street Pump Station 
         

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids for:  
 
     . Stillwell Avenue/11th Road Improvement Project 
     . Palisade Terrace Pump Station #1 – Replacement of Pumps 
        #3 and #4 
     . Valley Street Pump Station – Replacement of Pumps and 
        Controls 
 
 
CA-17 - Amending CA-4 from the May 22nd Regular Meeting –  
Authorizing the Approval of the Design and Construction  
for a Skateboard Park at Whitey Lang Park (Approval of the  
Plan Prepared by Spohn Ranch, Inc.) 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING RESOLUTION No. CA-4 
ENTITLED “RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE APPROVAL OF THE 
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE SKATEBOARD PARK AT WHITEY 
LANG PARK” 
 
WHEREAS, on May 22, 2008, the Borough duly adopted Resolution 

No. CA-4; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough desires to amend Paragraph Four (4) of 

Resolution No. CA-4, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
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1. Paragraph Four (4) of Resolution CA-4 is hereby 

amended and supplemented to read as follows: 
 

“The Borough does hereby approve the plan entitled Plan 8HD 
May 12, 2008, prepared by Spohn Ranch, Inc, and reviewed and 
sealed by Burns & Wood, LLC, for a certain public improvement 
generally described as the skateboard park at Whitey Lang 
Park located on Block 1751, Lot 2.” 
  
2. The remainder of Resolution No. CA-4 shall remain 

unchanged 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this 

Resolution shall be placed in the permanent project file together 
with one copy of the plan referred to above with a notation 
referring to the Resolution of Approval placed thereon. 
 
 
CA-18 - Authorizing the Sale of the Borough’s Surplus Property No 
Longer Needed for Public Use on an Online Auction Website and 
Publication of Such Notice of the Online Auction 
 
 WHEREAS, the auction of surplus and unclaimed property 
pursuant with the terms and conditions of the Borough’s contract 
with Propertyroom.com is necessary for the efficient operations of 
the Borough and the sale of Property no longer used and useful by 
the Borough for the provision of municipal services is in the best 
interests of its citizens; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the original bid proposal of Propertyroom.com and 
the contract by and between the Borough and Propertyroom.com, 
setting forth the terms and conditions for the auction services to 
be provided are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office and the 
website of Propertyroom.com;   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 a. That the Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to 
post an offer to sell the Property listed on Schedule A, on an 
auction website as follows: 
 
 Online auction site: www.propertyroom.com 
 Length of Auction:      minimum of three (3) days 
 Account #:       1045 
 Auction fees:       revenue sharing 
 Method of Payment:      major credit card 
 Shipping:            common carrier 
 Possession:       propertyroom.com with exception of  
                               in-place auction items 
 Other terms:       none 
 Minimum Bid:       $1.00 
 
 b. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to publish a 
copy of this Resolution as notice of the on-line auction, including 
the information shown in Paragraph #1 above and the specific date 
for the start of the auction. 
 

c.   That the Municipal Attorney is hereby authorized to  
forward to the Department of Community Affairs a copy of the 
contract with Propertyroom.com and the notice of the on-line 
auction, as well as any other documentation as may be required to 
evidence the Borough’s participation in the sale of surplus 
equipment pursuant to the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot 
Program and Study Act; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposal of and contract with 
Propertyroom.com, and a copy of this Resolution and the actual 
notice of the on-line auction, be made available for review by the 
public in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-19 - Appointing Steven Curry, Fire Subcode Official, as the  
Borough’s Safety Coordinator - $2,500 Annual Stipend  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that Steven J. Curry, Fire Sub-Code Official, be named 
as Safety Coordinator with an effective date of June 16th, at a 
stipend of $2,500 annually, separate from his base salary. 
 
 
CA-20 - Authorizing Submission and Execution of Grant Agreement  
With the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Fort Lee 
Pedestrian Safety Project       
 
                 APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A 

  GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
  TRANSPORTATION FOR THE FORT LEE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY PROJECT 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is committed to enhancing 
access mass transit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is proposing pedestrian 
safety enhancements along Lemoine Avenue to promote safe access to 
bus stops in the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, formally approves the grant application for 
the above stated project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application 
identified as SST-2008-Fort Lee Borough-00051 to the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the 
Borough of Fort Lee and that their signature constitutes 
acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and 
approves the execution of the grant agreement. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street questioned CA-9, CA-10 and 
CA-20. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Sohmer and Sokolich replied to CA-9. 
 
 Ms. Thomas responded to CA-10 and CA-20. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-20) was 
approved unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 – Amending Temporary Capital Budget 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the 

2008 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting 
therein the following project. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee as follows: 
 

Section 1.  The 2008 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough 
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule 
to read as follows: 
 

Temporary Capital Budget of the 
Borough of Fort Lee 

County of Bergen, New Jersey 
Projects Scheduled for 2008 

Method of Financing 
 

 
 
 

P PPPPPP 

 
 
 

P PP. P PPPP 

 
 
 

P PPPPP 

 
 
 

P PPPPPPP 

 
P PPPPPP 
PP P. 
PPPP 

 
 

P PPPPPP 
P PPPPPP 

 
 
 

P PPPP 
 
PP PPPPPP PPPP PP P PPPPPPPPPPP 
    P PPP 

 
 

1 10,000 

 
 

1 10,000 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to 

file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of 
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State 
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this 
project for 2008 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 
2008 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
R-2 - Authorizing Termination and De-designation of Redeveloper 
Town & Country Redevelopers at Fort Lee, Inc./Town & Country 
Redevelopers at Fort Lee West, Inc. 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter “the Borough”), 
in accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 
Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “LRHL”), 
did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of 
Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need 
of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its northerly border 
Bridge Plaza South, and its southerly border, Main Street, with  
the eastern border of the area being Lemoine Avenue, and the 
westerly border being Central Road; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 
Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment 
Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map 
of the Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  
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 WHEREAS, by Resolution of September 30, 2004, the Borough did 
designate a Redeveloper for Redevelopment Area 5, said Redeveloper 
being Town and Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., a New Jersey 
corporation (hereafter, the “Redeveloper”) and the Redeveloper and 
the Borough entered into a certain Redevelopment Agreement dated 
September 30, 2004 (hereafter, the “Redevelopment Agreement”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redeveloper subsequently proceeded before the 
Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee for the purpose of 
obtaining site plan approval for the redevelopment project it 
proposed and for a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two 
lots, one to the east of Martha Washington Way (hereafter referred 
to as the “East Parcel”) and constituting Block 4802, Lot 1; and 
the second  parcel (hereafter referred to as the “West Parcel”) 
constituting Block 4801, Lot 1; and  
 
 WHEREAS, subsequently, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Redevelopment Agreement, the Redeveloper, for the purpose of 
financing, did enter into a Joint Development Agreement with an 
affiliated entity of Redeveloper, wholly-owned and controlled by 
Redeveloper, and known as Town & Country Redevelopers at Fort Lee 
West, Inc. (hereafter “Fort Lee West”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Joint Development Agreement between 
Redeveloper and Fort Lee West, the East Parcel was to be retained 
and financed by Redeveloper and the West Parcel was to be 
transferred to Fort Lee West and financed separately; and  
 
 WHEREAS,  the obligations of Redeveloper and Fort Lee West to 
the Borough of Fort Lee under the original Redevelopment Agreement 
were in all respects preserved; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, in anticipation of project completion 
based upon the original terms set forth in the Redevelopment 
Agreement, has engaged in regular progress meetings with 
Redeveloper for the purpose of determining when in fact the 
project will proceed as anticipated, and what issues, if any,  
needed to be resolved that were otherwise interfering with 
development; and  
 
 WHEREAS, notwithstanding the progress meetings had, 
Redeveloper and its affiliate company, Fort Lee West have in fact 
failed to maintain current tax payments to the Borough of Fort Lee 
for the property and have failed to reimburse the Borough of Fort 
Lee for expenses incurred by the Borough to temporarily relocate 
utility services which temporary relocation expense was agreed to 
be paid pursuant to a certain Memorandum of Agreement entered into 
between Redeveloper and the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to pay current taxes and reimburse the 
Borough constitute a breach of the agreements between Redeveloper 
and its affiliate with the Borough under the Redevelopment 
Agreement, and upon formal notice thereof, would constitute events 
of default; and the Borough has proceeded to provide appropriate 
notices under the Redevelopment Agreement to Redeveloper and its 
mortgagees; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has been named a defendant and has been 
served with a Summons and Complaint in a foreclosure action venued 
in Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Bergen County, 
Docket No. F-19001-08 and captioned TDC Fort Lee, LLC v. Town & 
Country Developers at Fort Lee West, Inc.: Town & Country 
Developers at Fort Lee, Inc.; Borough of Fort Lee; State of New 
Jersey ; United States of America; John Does 1-10; and John Doe 
Companies 1-10,. which was received on or about May 29, 2008 on 
behalf of the Borough wherein the Plaintiff TDC Fort Lee, LLC, is  
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a successor mortgagee (hereafter the “Plaintiff”) for the property 
known as Lot 1, Block 4801, which is owned by Redeveloper-
affiliated Fort Lee West; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in said Complaint it is alleged that Fort Lee West, 
in addition to its failure to pay taxes due to the Borough, has 
defaulted in both failing to pay its obligations and to address 
other matters under the mortgage documents/loan 
documents/agreements with Plaintiff, and the mortgage has been 
accelerated and is now due and payable with all additional costs 
and penalties permitted under the said mortgage documents; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the failure of Redeveloper and Fort Lee West  to pay 
obligations when due and to suspend its payment of same 
constitutes an event of default under Article VIII of the 
Redevelopment Agreement; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Redeveloper has breached its representation to 
the Borough that it has or will obtain all necessary financing for 
completion of the Project, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough believes it is in the best interests of 
the Borough and its taxpayers to enforce the provisions of the 
Redevelopment Agreement for such defaults, and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Redevelopment Agreement, which was dated 
September 30, 2004, anticipated that upon the start of 
construction that the Project would be completed in five years per 
Section 2.11 and, outside of a sales office, no buildings have 
been erected; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in group meetings with the Redeveloper since 
February of 2008, and other meetings with counsel, Redeveloper has 
been requested to provide a proposed schedule of events, defined 
and with objective benchmarks to measure progress, however, 
Redeveloper has been unable to do so; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in those same meetings, Redeveloper has been asked 
to provide updates on project financing, and other matters, as 
well as to provide separate monthly progress reports, in writing, 
only one of which has been provided to date; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Redeveloper was to construct, as part of the 
Redevelopment Project, three roads connecting Central Road and  
Lemoine Avenue to Martha Washington Way, which roads were to be 
dedicated to public use and which are necessary to fully implement 
improved traffic conditions, in coordination with the Borough’s 
Main Street and Hudson Terrace Traffic Signal and Road Widening 
Project (hereafter, the “Borough Road Project”), and  
 
 WHEREAS, none of the three roads has been constructed by 
Redeveloper, and the Borough Road Project is in progress and will 
likely be completed as to the Central Road portions shortly; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as time has progressed from the first action taken 
in the default process by the Borough on May 1, 2008, the 
Redeveloper has, and continues, to evidence a further inability to 
proceed in accordance with its obligations under the Redevelopment  
Agreement, for example, it has not been able to remedy any 
defaults for which it has been noticed by the Borough, either 
through a notice and demand made of impending default, or notice 
of default with a 30-day period of cure; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redeveloper has announced, and published reports in 
the newspaper verify, that Redeveloper has listed its property for 
sale, which property constitutes the necessary premises for the  
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construction of the Project, and indicates further the prospective  
inability of Redeveloper to complete the Redevelopment Project or 
fulfill its obligations under the Redevelopment Agreement,  as the 
sale of the property by the Redeveloper without the Borough’s 
consent is a breach of the Redevelopment Agreement per Article VI 
thereof; and  
 
 WHEREAS, there is no construction activity on the Project 
site, nor have building permits been obtained, moreover, 
Redeveloper has advised the Borough it will not proceed to build 
the Project as originally approved by the Planning Board, and 
required by the Redevelopment Agreement and Redevelopment Plan, 
but must seek revisions to its obligations, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the failures noted by the Borough in the performance 
of Redeveloper, including those acts that may constitute breaches 
of the Redevelopment Agreement, will, with the further passage 
become additional defalcations and breaches of the Redevelopment 
Agreement, in addition to the current default notices to 
Redevelopers for nonpayment to the Borough of the sum of 
$186,283.50 for reimbursement to the Borough of utility relocation 
expenses, (hereafter, the “Utility Reimbursement Default”), and 
which default has not been cured; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to formal notices to Redeveloper, its 
counsel, and its mortgagees as required by the Redevelopment 
Agreement, Article VIII, the period for cure of the Utility 
Reimbursement Default was required to be remedied on or before 
June 11, 2008, pursuant to said notice of default and advice of 
the 30-day period to cure provided through counsel to the Borough 
to Redeveloper on May 12, 2008: and  
 
 WHEREAS, other acts of impending default or breach of the 
Redevelopment Agreement have also been transmitted to Redeveloper 
and its mortgagees by counsel for the Borough in accordance with 
Article VIII of the Redevelopment Agreement as directed by 
resolutions of the Mayor and Counsel on May 1, 2008, and June 5, 
2008, resulting in the sending of such notices dated May 2, 2008 
(concerning both the Utility Reimbursement Default and the Failure 
to pay property taxes for the first and second quarters of 2008 
for all or portions of Redeveloper’s property), and by notice of 
May 9, 2008 (for suspending payments on its mortgage and breaching 
its obligations to obtain project financing); and  
 
 WHEREAS, all such notices were duly authorized, dispatched 
and received by the parties noticed; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough believes it is in the best interests of 
the citizens and taxpayers of the Borough to proceed, as permitted 
under Article VIII of the Redevelopment Agreement, to both 
terminarte the Redevelopment Agreement and to de-designate Town & 
Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., and its affiliate, Town & 
Country Developers at for Lee West, Inc.,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the definitions and 
statements contained in the recitals of this Resolution be and the 
same are hereby deemed incorporated herein; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER  RESOLVED, that the Borough recognizes that the 
obligation to reimburse the Borough the sum of $186, 283.50, the 
previously defined Utility Reimbursement Default, after due notice 
of May 12, 2008, to the Redeveloper and its failure to cure the 
said default on or before June 11, 2008, constitutes a basis for 
the Borough, at its option, to invoke the remedies of both 
termination of the Redevelopment Agreement and de-designation of 
the Redeveloper pursuant to Article VIII of the Redevelopment  



Regular Meeting                                      June 12, 2008 
                                                          Page #16 
 
Agreement; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee does 

hereby terminate the Redevelopment Agreement dated September 30, 
2004 by and between the Borough of Fort Lee and Town & Country 
Developers at Fort Lee, as well as any interest therein of Town & 
Country Devlopers at Fort Lee West, Inc., if any, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee, upon so 

terminating the aforesaid Redevelopment Agreement, does hereby 
further rescind all prior resolutions designating Town & Country 
Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., as Redeveloper, for the area known 
as Redevelopment Area 5 and constituting all such lands now shown 
on the tax map of the Borough of Fort Lee as being contained 
within Block 4851 and as otherwise known or subdivided as Lots 1 
and 1.01 therein, and any other lands included within 
Redevelopment Area 5, it being the intent of this Resolution to 
terminate the designation of Town & Country Developers at Fort 
Lee, Inc., and to the extent applicable, Town & Country Developers 
at Fort Lee West, Inc., as Redeveloper for Redevelopment Area 5; 
and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough, upon advice of 

counsel, shall take all further actions with respect to any funds 
in the possession and control of the Borough as permitted under 
Article VIII as the Borough deems necessary or prudent, and 

  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that counsel to the Borough is to so 
notify Town & Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., and Town & 
country Developers at Fort Lee West, Inc., and its mortgagees of 
these actions, which shall be deemed to take effect as of the date 
of adoption of this Resolution.  
 
 Mr. Goldberg stated that the Mayor’s opening comments were 
right on the button and that the Mayor has the governing body’s 
support. 
  
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
  
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 
A-1 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Neil Grant, Borough Clerk, as his 
representative to the Bergen County Community Development Regional 
Committee. 
 
 
A-2 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has entered into a three 
year cooperative agreement with the County of Bergen as provided 
under the Interlocal Services Act NJSA 40A:8-1 et seq. and Title I  
of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974; and 
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 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal 
representative be appointed to the governing body of the community 
to be part of the Community Development Regional Committee for the 
term of one year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2008 
through June 30, 2009, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
appoints James Viola its representative to participate on the 
Community Development Regional Committee. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
A-3 – Bergen County Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement 
and Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee has entered into a Cooperative Agreement 
with the County of Bergen as provided under the Interlocal 
Services Act NJSA 40A:8A-1 et seq. to participate in the Bergen 
County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation 
Trust Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal 
representative be appointed by the governing body of the community 
to be part of the Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement and 
Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee for the term of one 
year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2008 through June 30, 
2009, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body 
hereby appoints Neil Grant, Municipal Clerk, as its representative 
to participate on the Open Space Trust Municipal Program Regional 
Committee. 
 
     The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the “Movies & Music Under the 
Stars” series has begun.  The next movie scheduled for Wednesday, 
June 18th at 7:00 p.m. is “Curly Top” which stars Shirley Temple.  
The movie for Wednesday, June 25th is “I Am Legend” which stars 
Will Smith.  Music precedes both movies at 7:00 p.m. at the Fort 
Lee Community Center.  
 
 He announced that the Hudson Shakespeare Players will be 
performing the “Twelfth Night” at Monument Park on Tuesday, June 
17th at 8:00 p.m.  The performance will then be repeated on 
Tuesday, June 24th. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that there was power outage on Tuesday, 
June 10th which included total power loss to seven high-rise 
buildings in the Borough.  The Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department 
had over seventy men respond.  There were over forty calls asking 
for assistance during a twenty minute period.  One of the calls 
later in the evening was for mutual aid assistance from the 
Borough of Edgewater.  There was a woman stuck in an elevator in  
Edgewater and the Fort Lee repel team responded and repelled down 
fourteen flights in the elevator shaft to rescue the woman who was  
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stuck for four hours.  He praised all of the Borough’s emergencies 
services including the DPW for the way they handled themselves 
during this severe storm and subsequent outage. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – echoed Councilman Sohmer’s sentiments, and 
added that the Ambulance Corp did a fantastic job as well.  He 
praised all of the volunteers and employees who came in during the 
storm and who helped out through the next day while power was 
being restored by PSE&G. 
 
 He stated that the Borough’s annual street fair was held on 
Sunday, June 1st.  It’s estimated that 2,500 to 3,000 people 
attended the event.  He thanked Tom Meyers and everyone who was 
involved in making the fair an astounding success. 
 
 He heard in Albany today that congestion pricing is being 
discussed again.  This is after he believed it was a dead issue in 
Albany.  He will keep the residents informed as information is 
received.  He will be calling the Borough’s representatives to 
make sure that they also stay on track of this ongoing important 
matter. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – also thanked the emergency service 
departments for their efforts during the power outage.   
 
 He stated that the girl’s softball season has concluded.  It 
was a good season for everyone. 
 
 He also praised Tom Meyers, Kay Nest and the others involved 
for their efforts on making the street fair such a success. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that on Sunday, June 1st, The New 
Synagogue held their “Men of the Year Dinner” which honored both 
Mayor Sokolich and Councilman Sohmer.  She congratulated both of 
them for being honored by The New Synagogue. 
 
 She stated that this Saturday at 11:00 a.m. the ribbon-
cutting for Veteran’s Square will take place on Main Street and 
Center Avenue. All residents are invited.  She praised James Viola 
for his efforts to remind everyone how important the living 
veterans still are to everyone in the community. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – thanked the DPW employees and the Office of 
Emergency Management volunteers for their efforts during the 
street fair.  Fort Lee is a great place to live and the events 
offered at the fair were a great way to showcase some of the 
things the Borough has to offer. 
 
 He stated that the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce will 
be holding its general membership luncheon meeting on Wednesday, 
June 25th at the Assembly Steakhouse in Englewood Cliffs.  This is 
their annual presentation and recognition of the Chambers 
beautification awards.  In addition the Chamber will be installing  
its Board of Directors for 2008-2009.  The cost of the luncheon is 
$35.00.  Reservations can be made by calling the Chamber at 201-
944-7575. 
 
 He wished every father a happy Father’s Day on Sunday, June 
15th. 
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 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker   Subject         Response 
 
James Viola         .Veteran’s Square Ceremony 
147 Cedar Street      on Saturday, June 13th. 
 
                    .Presentation of Two Future  
                      Projects in the Near Future 
 
                    .Lack of American Flags on 
                       Main Street 
 
Louis Gallo         .Lack of American Flags in 
3050 Edwin Avenue     Borough/Placement of Flags 
 
 
Warren Blume        .Speeding Vehicles on Jones     Ms. Thomas 
2085 Jones Road       Road/Request for Placement  
                      of Stop Sign 
 
Nina Levinson       .Termination/De-Designation     Mr. Cohen 
1560 West Street      of Town & Country 
                      Developers, Inc. 
 
                    .United Homeowner’s Meeting  
                      Scheduled for June 25th – 
                      Mayor Sokolich to Speak 
 
Roz Levin           .Ongoing Lighting Issues at     Ms. Thomas 
1 Wall Street         Van Fleet Park                Mayor Sokolich 
 
                    .Use of Energy Efficient        Mayor Sokolich 
                      Washing Machines                     
 
                    .Beautification Committee       Mayor Sokolich 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                     Thursday, May 22, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich had no report tonight. 
 
 

PROCLAMATIONS 
 
PR-1 – National Public Works Week 
 

WHEREAS, public works services provided in our community are 
an integral part of our citizens’ every day lives; and,  

 WHEREAS, the support of an understanding and informed 
citizenry is vital to the efficient operation of the public works 
systems and programs such as water, sewers, streets and highways, 
public buildings and solid waste collection; and,  

 WHEREAS, the health, safety and comfort of this community 
greatly depends on the facilities and services; and,  

 WHEREAS, the quality and effectiveness of these facilities, 
as well as their planning, design, and construction, is vitally 
dependent upon the efforts and skill of public works officials; 
and,  

 WHEREAS, the efficiency of the qualified and dedicated 
personnel who staff public works departments is materially 
influenced by the people’s attitude and understanding of the 
importance of the work they perform; and,  
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 WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Department of Public Works was named 
the best Department of Public Works in our region by The Record on 
April 25, 2008,  

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich of the Borough of 
Fort Lee congratulates our Public Works Department on their 
recognition, and do hereby proclaim the week of May 18th-24th as 
“National Public Works Week” in the Borough of Fort Lee and I call 
upon all citizens and civic organizations to acquaint themselves 
with the issues involved in providing our public works and to 
recognize the contributions which public works officials make 
every day to our health, safety, comfort, and quality of life. 

 
 
PR-2 – Myasthenia Awareness Month 
 

WHEREAS, Myasthenia Gravis is a neuro-muscular disease 
striking children and adults, affecting control of voluntary 
muscles and afflicting several hundred of our fellow New 
Jerseyans; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the symptoms of this disorder include, but are not 
limited to, difficulty moving, breathing, swallowing, speaking and 
seeing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Myasthenia Gravis Foundation of America, Inc. is 
a non-profit organization founded, “to facilitate the timely 
diagnosis and optimal care of individuals affected by Myasthenia 
Gravis and closely related disorders, and to improve their lives 
through programs of patient services, public information, medical 
research, professional education, advocacy, and patient care”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Myasthenia Gravis is the most common neuro-muscular 
disorder affecting the residents of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting to recognize the many physicians who 
demonstrate an untiring effort to treat this disease and search 
for a cure, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, do hereby 
proclaim the Month of June 2008 as Myasthenia Gravis Awareness 
Month. 
 
 
PR-3 - Scleroderma Awareness Month 
 
 WHEREAS Scleroderma is a chronic, degenerative autoimmune 
disease that predominantly affects women in the prime of their 
lives, but impacts children and men as well; and 
 
 WHEREAS autoimmune diseases including Scleroderma are one of 
the top four causes of disability of women over fifteen and under 
age sixty-five; and  
 
 WHEREAS it can take three or more years for an individual to 
be diagnosed and receive appropriate treatment, leading to higher 
medical costs and government spending; and 
 
 WHEREAS there is more hope for those with Scleroderma to live 
a normal life today than there was five years ago due to the 
development of medications and ongoing clinical trials; and 
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 WHEREAS the month of June has been designated National 
Scleroderma Awareness Month, with patient education, patient 
support and research the three-fold mission of the  
Scleroderma Foundation, Tri-State Chapter (covering New York, New 
Jersey, and Connecticut), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor, Mark J. 
Sokolich do hereby proclaim June, 2008 as Scleroderma Awareness 
Month in the Borough of Fort Lee, and urge all employees and 
residents to participate in our borough’s effort to become better 
educated on the subject of Scleroderma. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman, and 
carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 1, 2008 Executive 
Session were approved with Councilman Cervieri abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofasky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 8, 2008 
Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-23 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 64, Schedule 
XVII, Placement of Mid-Block Crosswalk at 319 Main Street 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-23 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-24 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking Near the Driveway of 2469 First Street 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-24 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
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Ordinance #2008-25 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking Along the East Curb of Center Avenue by the VFW 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-25 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, 
SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2008-26 - Appropriating $500,000 from the Reserve for 
the Main Street and Hudson Terrace Road Widening Improvements 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2008-
26 entitled, “ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $500,000 FROM THE RESERVE 
FOR THE MAIN STREET AND HUDSON TERRACE ROAD WIDENING IMPROVEMENTS 
IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY.” 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if the funding for 
this project was from Town & Country Developers, Inc. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that it’s the Borough’s money paying for 
the project.  The Borough will get reimbursed for a portion of the 
money from the Port Authority and Bergen County based on 
agreements the Borough has with them. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that the Borough lays the money out and 
the Borough is subsequently reimbursed from the Port Authority and 
Bergen County pursuant to the agreements in place.   
 
 Ms. Levinson asked once the Borough receives the money where 
does it go. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that once the Borough receives the money 
it goes back to repayment of the debt.  
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky            
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-27 - Amending Bond Ordinance #2003-13, as Amended 
by #2006-28 in Order to Amend the Description of the Project and 
the Period of  Usefulness – Skateboard Park 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-27 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE #2003- 
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13, AS AMENDED BY #2006-28, OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY FINALLY ADOPTED MAY 22, 2003, AS 
AMENDED APRIL 20, 2006, IN ORDER TO AMEND THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROJECT AND THE PERIOD OF USEFULNESS.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if this is for money 
that has been previously bonded. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that the money is being re-designated 
and no new debt is being created. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky  
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-28 - Amending Chapter 372, Section 24, Taxicabs 
and Limousines - Increase in Taxicab Rates Posted; Maximum Rates   
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-28 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 372 
TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE I, TAXICABS, SECTION 24 RATES 
POSTED; MAXIMUM RATES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman   
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
  

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-7. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $8,050,697.32 
Capital                                          135,446.08 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                      897.50 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         32,211.77 



Regular Meeting                                       May 22, 2008 
                                                           Page #6 
 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                                n/a 
Redemption Account                                38,412.61 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Road Improvement Plan                            956,323.04  
Cop Card Donation                                  3,304.09 
Police Treasury                                   25,137.00 
Police Justice                                     3,648.89 
 
Total:                                        $9,246,078.30 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Robert 
Conti for Fire Department #2 
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Robert Conti for 
Fire Company #2 was approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Inclusion in the Bergen County Community  
Development Block Grant Program for the Years 2009 Through 2012 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INCLUSION IN THE BERGEN 
 COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
 

 WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to 
the County of Bergen under Title I of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974, as amended and HOME Investment 
Partnership Act of 1990, as amended; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the current Interlocal Services Agreement contains 
an automatic renewal clause to expedite the notification of the 
inclusion process; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by May 23, 2008 each municipality must notify the 
Bergen County Division of Community Development of its intent to 
continue as a participant in the Urban County entitlement programs 
noted above; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough of Fort 
Lee and its residents to participate in said programs, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that it hereby notifies the Bergen County 
Division of Community Development of its decision to be included 
as a participant municipality in the Urban County entitlement 
programs being the Community Development Block Grant Program and 
Home Investment Partnership Act Program for the Program Years 
2009, 2010 and 2011 (July 1, 2009-June 30, 2012); and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to the Bergen County Division of Community Development 
no later than May 23, 2008. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing the Approval of the Design and Construction for  
a Skateboard Park at Whitey Lang Park 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
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FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE APPROVAL OF THE DESIGN AND  
CONSTRUCTION OF THE SKATEBOARD PARK AT WHITEY LANG PARK. 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough proposes to undertake construction of a 

skateboard park within the municipality upon Block 1751, Lot 2, 
and commonly referred to as Whitey Lang Park; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has caused a plan or design for the 

aforementioned skateboard park to be prepared; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed the aforementioned plan or 

design and exercised its judgment and/or approved the judgments of 
others as represented by the plan, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough does hereby approve the 
plan entitled Plan 8HD May 12, 2008 and prepared by Spohn Ranch, 
Inc, for a certain public improvement generally described as the  
skateboard park at Whitey Lang Park located on Block 1751, Lot 2; 
and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this 
Resolution shall be placed in the permanent project file together 
with one copy of the plan referred to above with a notation 
referring to the Resolution of Approval placed thereon. 

 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing the Approval of the General Rules and     
Regulations Covering the Use and Operation of the Skateboard Park  
at Whitey Lang Park and Requiring that the General Rules and 
Regulations be Posted on Signs at the Skateboard Park 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE APPROVAL OF THE GENERAL 
  RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE USE AND OPERATION 
  OF THE SKATEBOARD PARK AT WHITEY LANG PARK AND REQUIRING 
  THAT THE GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS BE POSTED ON 
  SIGNS AT THE SKATEBOARD PARK.  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has authorized the 
construction of a skateboard park at Whitey Lang Park (“Facility”) 
by the Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, N.J. (“Borough”), 
solely with funds generated by taxation of the citizens and 
taxpayers of the Borough, to be used and operated, solely for the 
benefit and enjoyment of the citizens of the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Facility provides to the Borough’s citizens a 
unique resource not otherwise available in the Borough’s existing 
recreation, cultural and civic facilities and thus, it is 
necessary to employ reasonable use, time, place and manner 
regulations to govern the operation of the Facility; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Center shall be a “limited public forum” as that 
term is defined by law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the benefits and enjoyment intended to be conferred 
on the Borough’s citizens by the use and operation of the Facility 
shall be governed by the General Rules and Regulations of the 
Skate Park; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s insurance carrier requires, at all 
times, the posting of signs at the facility, which display the 
General Rules and Regulations of the Skate Park, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, as follows: 

 
 1. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby adopts the General Rules 
and Regulations governing the Use and Operation of the skateboard 
park at Whitey Lang Park prepared by the Borough Administrator, 
the Borough Engineer and the Borough Attorney.  
 
 2. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby requires that the General 
Rules and Regulations of the Skate Park shall be posted, at all 
times, on signs at the skateboard park at Whitey Lang Park.  
 
 3. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby approves the posting of 
signs displaying the General Rules and Regulations of the Skate 
Park at the skateboard park at Whitey Lang Park.  
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing that the Skateboard Park at Whitey Lang Park  
Will Not Require Borough Supervision 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
  FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THAT THE SKATEBOARD PARK AT 
  WHITEY LANG PARK WILL NOT REQUIRE BOROUGH SUPERVISION.  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has authorized the 
construction of a skateboard park at Whitey Lang Park (“Facility”) 
by the Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, N.J. (“Borough”), 
solely with funds generated by taxation of the citizens and 
taxpayers of the Borough, to be used and operated, solely for the 
benefit and enjoyment of the citizens of the Borough; and;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Facility provides the Borough’s citizens with a 
unique resource not otherwise available in the Borough’s existing 
recreation, cultural and civic facilities.  Thus, it is necessary 
to employ reasonable use, time, place and manner regulations to 
govern the operation of the Facility; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Center shall be a “limited public forum” as that 
term is defined by law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the benefits and enjoyment intended to be conferred 
on the Borough’s citizens by the use and operation of the Facility 
shall be governed by the General Rules and Regulations of the 
Skate Park; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the General Rules and Regulations of the Skate Park 
state that the Facility is a skate at your own risk facility and 
that the Facility will not be supervised, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, as follows: 

 
 1. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes that the 
skateboard park at Whitey Lang Park does not require Borough 
supervision and will therefore remain unsupervised.    
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Modified Agreement with Westgate Condominium 
Association Respecting the Furnishing of Services to a Qualified 
Private Community Pursuant to the Municipal Services Act 
 

WHEREAS, Westgate is a Condominium Association comprised of 
279 residential units located in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough and Westgate have previously entered 

into an Agreement respecting the furnishing of services to 
qualified private communities pursuant to the Municipal Services 
Act, N.J.S.A. 40:67-23.2 et.seq., as amended; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Agreement that was previously entered into 

between the parties had been for a term of five (5) years, from 
January 1, 2000 through December 31, 2004; and 

 
WHEREAS, the parties desire to enter into a modified 

Agreement to resolve any and all outstanding amounts due pursuant 
to the terms of the original Agreement and going forward in the 
future, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that in consideration of the mutual 
promises and covenants hereinafter contained, the parties hereby 
agree as follows:  Modified agreement available in the Office of 
the Borough Clerk. 

 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-5 and CA-7. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich and Ms. Thomas responded to CA-5.  Ms. Thomas 
replied to CA-7. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-7) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – spoke to the appropriation reserve for the Main 
Street/Hudson Terrace Road Improvement Project.  He said that the 
Borough has agreements with the Port Authority where they 
reimburse the Borough 50% of the costs of the improvements up to a 
maximum of $15,000,000.  Pursuant to the agreement there are  
certain conditions where they would not reimburse more than 
$3,000,000 per year; however, if the Borough did not bill in full 
for year 1 it would be cumulative to year 2 and so forth.  Through 
June 30, 2007 the Borough had received $4,500,000 in 
reimbursements.  The Borough has also submitted a bill for work 
done since July 1, 2007 of approximately $2,300,000 which the 
Borough will get ½ of the money back from the Port Authority.  
This will be the third billing to the Port Authority and the 
program is proceeding as agreed to without any glitches.  In 
addition the Borough has received $1,000,000 per year from Bergen 
County for three years as part of a seven-year agreement with the 
County in which the Borough will receive $1,000,000 per year.  
Those monies are also being used to pay for the project. 
 
 He announced the Borough will be holding its Memorial Day 
services in front of Borough Hall on Monday, May 26th at 11:00 
a.m. 
 
 He reminded everyone that the Fort Lee Film Commission will 
conclude its celebration of the 100th anniversary of Joan 
Crawford’s birth with a showing of “Straight Jacket” on Tuesday, 
May 27th at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room of the Fort Lee Library. 
 
 He announced that the Fort Lee Arts & Music Festival will be 
held on Sunday, June 1st on Main Street from Lemoine Avenue to 
Center Avenue from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.  There will be a 
motorcycle show, farmers market and a juried art show.  There  
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will be many vendors present and in addition there will be live 
music and food. 
 
 He stated that the Borough’s annual weekly music and movie 
series on the outdoor stage of the Fort Lee Community Center will 
begin on Wednesday, June 11th with a showing of “Hairspray” with 
music preceding the movie from the Party Dolls. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that on Saturday, June 14th, there will 
be a ceremony on Center Avenue and Main Street unveiling Veterans 
Square.  VFW #2342 under the leadership of Commander James Viola 
is creating an area where living veterans will be honored which 
area will include the flying of flags and a veteran’s clock.  
 
 He stated that he had attended a reception on May 10th 
honoring Roberta Wailes, Chairperson for the Borough’s Advisory 
Committee for the Disabled (ADA).  She’s one of a number of women 
that the Fort Lee Museum honored as part of the museums “Women of 
the Year” exhibit. 
 
 He said that last night he attended the scholarship dinner 
for the Fort Lee High School students.  A lot of scholarships were 
given away.  He thanked the Fort Lee Board of Education for their 
efforts and praised Jay Berman, Fort Lee High School Principal, 
for doing a fine job as emcee of the event.  
 
 He added that he also attended a seminar on May 14th which 
was put together by Roberta Wailes and was sponsored by the ADA 
which covered rules and regulations concerning handicapped 
parking.  Guest speakers included Sandy Grossman, representative 
from the New Jersey Division of Motor Vehicles, Fort Lee Police 
Captian Roy Bortolus, Steven Monetti, Executive Director of the 
New Jersey State Parking Authority and Jim Weissman, ADA Legal 
Counsel.  He also praised Sharon Scheiner, Secretary to the ADA 
Board, for putting the event together. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – spoke to e-mails that are asking people for 
certain personal information including pin numbers to correct 
problems that don’t exist.  These are fraudulent e-mails.  No 
banks use links to get to their websites.  Responding to the 
fraudulent links can cause people to lose money and also damage 
their credit.  He urged people who are getting these e-mails to 
contact their banks so that the banks can shut down the illegal 
links.   
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – stated that Councilman Sargenti is absent 
tonight, but he wished everyone a safe, healthy and happy  
Memorial Day weekend.  
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – she wished everyone a happy Memorial Day 
weekend. 
 
 She reminded everyone that Tuesday, June 3rd is a primary 
election.  She urged everyone to come out and to vote. 
 
 She announced the following Fort Lee Library events. 
 

1. Saturday, May 24th at 2:00 p.m. – Belly dancing with 
 Natasha. 

 
2. Saturday, June 14th at 2:00 p.m. – A concert will be   
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     given by tenor Salvatore Chiarelli.   
 

3. Wednesday, May 28th at 7:00 p.m. – A presentation about 
     travel to, in and around Naples will be given by Maria 
     Lamberti D’Elia, from Cava De’Tirreni, in the province. 
 
She spoke on behalf of the Health Official who announced at a  

recent Board of Health meeting that high school students are 
smoking on the grounds of the A&P which prohibits smoking within a 
1000 feet of a school one hour before school begins and one hour 
after school lets out.  The Board of Health wants to speak to a 
police representative to discuss the situation.  She urged the 
students to quit smoking. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – announced that the Fort Lee Fire Department 
will be holding their annual memorial service on Wednesday, May 
28th at 7:00 p.m. at Firemen’s Park.   
 
 He stated that the United Homeowners will be holding a 
presentation on traffic Wednesday, May 28th at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Fort Lee Community Center.  Fort Lee Police Sergeant Scott Bendul 
will address the traffic problems.  Refreshments will be served. 
 
 He stated that Salon 5 & Spa on Sunday, June 1st will be 
holding their third annual service-a-thon.  Special pricing will 
be in effect.  All proceeds of the days will be going to CASA 
(Court Appointed Special Advocates) which is a nonprofit agency 
serving abused and neglected children throughout Bergen County. 
 
 He stated that Bergen County will be holding a home ownership 
fair on Saturday, June 14th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the 
Teaneck Glenpoint Marriott Hotel.  It’s a free workshop that 
provides a great deal of information on how to purchase their own 
home. 
 
 He wished everyone a safe and health Memorial Day weekend. 
He encouraged everyone to attend Monday’s Memorial Day services at 
Borough Hall. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson         .Garage Sale Signage        Mr. Grant 
1560 West St.                                     Mayor Sokolich 
                                                  Ms. Thomas 
 
                      .Highlands Watershed –      Mr. Sohmer 
                        Against Potential         Mr. Cervieri 
                        Development               Mayor Sokolich          
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:52 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                       Thursday, May 8, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    George Frino Esq., for Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that last week the governing body 
unanimously approved a resolution which authorized the Borough’s 
attorney’s to serve notification of default upon the Centuria 
(Town & Country) developer.  This default notice was precipitated 
by the inactions of the developer to pay certain monetary payments 
pursuant to the redeveloper’s agreement.  The agreement is the 
contract that the developer has with the Borough to proceed in a 
certain way.  The lack of payment represents taxes for a portion 
of the first tax quarter and all of the second tax quarter which 
taxes were due on May 1st.  They also owe for a utility relocation 
provision which is a cost to put the utilities underground.  The 
notice of the default triggers a cure period under the terms of 
the redeveloper’s agreement which is a public document.  The 
Borough by passing the resolution is preserving the rights of all 
the citizens of the Borough.  It’s his opinion that the monetary 
defaults will be cured.  By statute tax dollars take priority over 
any monetary obligation a redeveloper has to pay.  The biggest 
problem is not the non-payment of monies owed to date.  The goal 
is to ensure that Town & Country or any successor that may come 
into play develops the property in a way the Borough has 
envisioned.  The property has been vacant for about thirty-five 
years.  If it takes another twelve to eighteen months to develop 
the property in the right way, he’s willing to wait a little 
longer.  He’s not suggesting that the current developer won’t be 
developing the property, but at this point he’s lacking confidence   
in the developer.  The project is not about brick and mortar and 
the goal is not necessarily ensuring that a private developer 
makes all sorts of money to maximize profit.  This development 
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will serve at least as a rejuvenation of the retail sector of the 
Borough.  Therefore, the Borough must proceed with diligence, 
caution and in a conservative way to make sure that the project is 
started and completed and built in a way that has been envisioned 
and that the Borough can be proud of.   
 
 

PROCLAMATIONS 
 

PR-1 – Joan Voss Day 
 

WHEREAS, Assemblywoman Dr. Joan M. Voss was elected to the 
New Jersey Assembly from District 38 in 2003 and serves her 
constituents with competence and compassion; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Voss served four exemplary terms on the Fort Lee 

Borough Council, where she served as liaison and advocate for 
almost every department, most notably the Police, Fire and Senior 
Citizens; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Dr. Voss retired after a distinguished career of 
forty one years of teaching in the Fort Lee High School and where 
she was recognized for her noteworthy work with both students and 
faculty; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Voss is a lifelong resident of the Borough of 

Fort Lee; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Museum is honoring Assemblywoman  

Joan Voss on Sunday, April 27, 2008 in their exhibit entitled “The 
Women of Fort Lee”,   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee wish to recognize and honor Assemblywoman 
Voss for her service as a Teacher, Borough Council Person and 
currently as a representative of Fort Lee in the New Jersey State 
Assembly.   

 
 
PR-2 – Kay Nest Day 
 

WHEREAS, Catherine Santangelo Nest learned about the 
importance of community and giving from her parents; and 

 
WHEREAS, Kay Nest’s deep sense of community and love of 

giving is evident in her everyday life that to this day, she 
cannot complete a day without an act of kindness, generosity or 
support for someone in need; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Kay Nest has been a past president of UNICO, 
Deborah, Palisades General Hospital Women’s Auxiliary, the Friends 
of the Fort Lee Public Library, the Kiwanis and the Lions Club; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, Kay Nest serves as the Chairperson of the Fort Lee 

Democratic Municipal Committee, Vice Chair of the Bergen County 
Democratic Organization, Chairperson of the Fort Lee Parking 
Authority, Director of Fort Lee Senior Citizens Advisory Committee 
and Chairperson of Fort Lee Housing Authority, Vice Chair of Fort 
Lee Film Commission and Fort Lee Historic Committee; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Museum is honoring Kay Nest on Sunday, 

April 27, 2008 in their exhibit entitled “The Women of Fort Lee”,   
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee wish to recognize and honor Kay Nest for 
Continuing the work of her late husband, Mayor Richard Nest, by 
serving the community of Fort Lee for many years, and her life is 
an example for all women to follow: 
 
 
PR-3 – Habitat for Humanity of Bergen County 

 
 WHEREAS, Habitat for Humanity of Bergen County will be 
honoring their 2008 Builder of the Year Award Recipients on May 8, 
2008 for their commitment to the mission of Habitat for Humanity; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee would like to recognize the 

individuals and organizations on their role as leaders by 
participating in Habitat for Humanity because they are concerned 
for the well being of others; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee would like to recognize the 

2008 Builder of the Year Award Honorees: 
 
Brad Singer, President of HRH Construction 
 
Robert Vandenbergh, Senior Executive Vice President of  
 Lakeland Bank 
 
First Congregational Church of Park Ridge  
 
KPMG with the Golden Hammer Award; and,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Mayor Mark J. Sokolich 

and the Council Members of the Borough of Fort Lee wish to 
recognize these individuals and organizations for their hard work 
and generosity in supporting Habitat for Humanity and making 
Bergen County a better place to live.     
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 2, 2008 Special 
Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 3, 2008 
Executive Session were approved with Councilman Goldberg 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 10, 2008 Regular 
Meeting were approved. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-23 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 64, Schedule 
XVII, Placement of Mid-Block Crosswalk at 319 Main Street 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2008-23 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 64, SCHEDULE XVII, 
CROSSWALKS, OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE CODE ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND  
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TRAFFIC,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 22, 2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-24 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking Near the Driveway of 2469 First Street 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-24 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 22, 2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-25 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking Along the East Curb of Center Avenue by the VFW 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-25 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 22, 2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-26 - Appropriating $500,000 from the Reserve for 
the Main Street and Hudson Terrace Road Widening Improvements  
  
 On motion by Councilman Pohan,  seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2008-26 entitled, “ORDINANCE 
APPROPRIATING $500,000 FROM THE RESERVE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 
FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO MAIN STREET AND HUDSON TERRACE IN AND BY THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
May 22, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
  
Ordinance #2008-27 - Amending Bond Ordinance #2003-13, as Amended 
by #2006-28 in Order To Amend the Description of the Project and 
the Period of  Usefulness – Skateboard Park  
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-27 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE #2003-13, AS AMENDED BY #2006-28, OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY FINALLY 
ADOPTED MAY 22, 2003, AS AMENDED APRIL 20, 2006, IN ORDER TO AMEND 
THE DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT AND THE PERIOD OF USEFULNESS,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
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 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
May 22, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-28 - Amending Chapter 372, Section 24, Taxicabs 
and Limousines - Increase in Taxicab Rates Posted; Maximum Rates   
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-28 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 372 TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE I, TAXICABS, 
SECTION 24 RATES POSTED; MAXIMUM RATES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 22, 2008. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance #2008-22 -  Amending Chapter 406, Wreckers and Towing – 
Unlawful to Utilize a  Locking Wheel Boot and/or Place a Front or 
Rear Windshield Parking Violation Sticker Upon a Vehicle Located 
in the Borough 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-22 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 406 
WRECKERS AND TOWING SERVICE OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE,.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $15,154,203.43 
Capital                                          515,511.84 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,446.35 
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Trip Admissions                                       30.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         24,710.50 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           6,450.00 
Redemption Account                               120,399.57 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                 690.00 
Road Improvement Plan                             76,562.20  
Cop Card Donation                                    249.39 
Police Treasury                                    8,608.42 
Police Justice                                    14,089.19 
 
Total:                                       $15,825,290.89 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #988 for Court Appointed Special  
Advocates of Bergen County, Hackensack, New Jersey 
 

WHEREAS, Court Appointed Special Advocates Inc. of Bergen 
County, 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601 has 
submitted a raffle application for June 1, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all 
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #988, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Firefighter Application for Brandon Shuler for  
Fire Company #1 and Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Jason 
Manizza for Fire Company #3 
 
 The firefighter application for Brandon Shuler for Fire 
Company #1 and the auxiliary firefighter application for Jason 
Manizza for Fire Company #3 were approved. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Superintendent of Public Works to File a 2007 
Application for a Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant With The New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Statewide Mandatory Source 
Separation and Recycling Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1 E-99.11 et seq. has 
established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made 
to municipalities in order to encourage local source separation 
and recycling programs; and 
 
     WHEREAS, it is the intent and spirit of the New Jersey 
Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage 
grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue 
and expand existing programs; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Recycling Act imposes on municipalities certain 
requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, 
including, but not limited to making and keeping accurate, 
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the  
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municipality; and 
 
     WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply 
for such tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of this 
municipality to recycling and indicate the assent of the Borough 
of Fort Lee to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the 
requirements contained in the Recycling Act; and 
 
     WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual 
authorized to ensure that the application is properly completed 
and timely filed, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby endorses the submission of a 2007 
Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant Application to the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection and Energy, Office of 
Recycling and Planning and designates Anthony Lione, 
Superintendent of Public Works, to ensure that the said 
application is properly filed. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Approval of a Developers Agreement with Paula  
Kim at 182 Myrtle Avenue 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
       BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 
       OF A DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AND PAULA KIM 
 
 WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 
Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Paula Kim 
for property located at Block 6801, Lots 1-6 on the Official Tax 
Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, also known as 182 Myrtle Avenue, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the resolution was conditioned upon the developer 
entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee 
and the posting of the necessary performance guarantees, insurance 
and irrevocable letter of credit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a developer’s agreement has been prepared by the 
Borough Attorney and the deposits, irrevocable letter of credit, 
and certificate of insurance have been received by the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 
are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 
the Developer; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be 
published in the official newspaper authorized to publish legal 
notices for the Borough as required by law and that a copy of this 
resolution shall be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Purchase of 2008 Ford Expedition XLT from All  
American Ford, Hackensack, New Jersey for the Fire Department 
Through Registered Bergen County Cooperative  Purchasing System 
#07-BeCCP - $26,243  
 

WHEREAS, the Fire Department has requested the purchase of 
a 2008 Ford Expedition XLT 4x4; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Fire Department vehicle is available through All 
American Ford, the Bergen County Cooperative Purchasing Contract  
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#07-130; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $21,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Fire Department to purchase 
the aforementioned Fire Department vehicle from All American Ford, 
520 River Road, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601 in the amount of 
$26,243.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase via 
developers escrow from by Town & Country Developers, Inc.  
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled 
Park Court, Inc. at 2017 Hudson Terrace, Block 4806, Lot 1  vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee for Years 2007-2008 
 
 WHEREAS, Park Court, Inc. (Paul Schmidt) is the owner of 
property located at 2017 Hudson Terrace, also known as Block 4806, 
Lot 1; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a 2007 tax appeal against 
the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Park Court, Inc. vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney 
that the matter be settled at this time, and that such settlement 
is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Park 
Court, Inc. vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 8179-07, so 
that the assessment for tax years 2007 and 2008 will be reduced 
from $2,106,400 to $1,853,600; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicted upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-9 - Urging the Government of the State of New Jersey and  
Governor Jon S. Corzine to Reconsider the Elimination of the New 
Jersey Motion Picture & Television Commission and Approve the 
$500,000 Line Item That Funds the Aforesaid Commission 
 
 WHEREAS, filming in the State of New Jersey generated $92 
million last year; and 
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 WHEREAS, with that money, filming has employed residents and 
purchased goods and services within the state; and 
 
 WHEREAS, New Jersey is the birthplace of the motion picture 
industry in the United States and has helped fuel the state’s 
economy for over a century; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as of June 30, 2008, the Government of the State of 
New Jersey has decided to eliminate the New Jersey Motion Picture 
& Television Commission from the state budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Government of the State of New Jersey has 
removed the $500,000 line item for the New Jersey Motion Picture 
and Television Commission, which will reduce thousands of jobs and 
businesses that rely on the continued success of the industry, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee urges the Government of the State of New 
Jersey and Governor Jon S. Corzine to reconsider the elimination 
of the New Jersey Motion Picture & Television Commission and 
approved the $500,000 line item that funds the aforesaid 
commission. 
 
 
CA-10 - Accepting Boswell McClave’s Engineering Proposal to Update 
The Borough’s Tax Maps – Fee Not to Exceed $2,400 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
       PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 
perform a review of the Borough’s tax maps and to prepare any 
necessary updates to the tax maps; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Boswell 
McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such professional 
engineer services in accordance with its proposal, dated April 30, 
2008, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the performance of a review and preparation of 
revisions to the tax maps of the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Boswell at a cost of $2,400, which amount is below 
the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 
contract is exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the performance of a 
review of the Borough’s tax maps and the preparation of any 
necessary updates to the tax maps is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 
the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to the performance of a 
review of the Borough’s tax maps and the preparation of any 
necessary updates to the tax maps, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated April 30, 2008, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and 
between Boswell and the Borough for the provision of services as 
the Borough Engineer. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-11 - Awarding Bid to Harley Davidson of Long Branch, Inc., Long  
Branch, New Jersey for the Purchase of Two (2) New Police 
Motorcycles - $36,033.80 Total 
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION 
        OF TWO HARLEY DAVIDSON POLICE MOTORCYCLES 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the provision of two 
Harley Davidson motorcycles for use by the Borough’s Police 
Department; and  
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution and in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision two Harley Davidson police 
motorcycles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on April 16, 2008, one (1) bid package was received 
in response to the Borough’s public solicitation for bids for the 
provision of two Harley Davidson police; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Harley Davidson of Long Branch bid the following 
amount for the goods: 
 
     Two Harley Davidson Police Motorcycles $36,033.80 
 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Harley Davidson of Long Branch is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Harley Davidson of 
Long Branch constitutes the lowest responsible and complying 
bidder for the provision of two Harley Davidson police 
motorcycles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 
provision of two Harley Davidson police motorcycles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Harley Davidson of Long Branch is the lowest 
responsible and compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for 
the provision of two Harley Davidson motorcycles for use by the 
Borough’s Police Department, in accordance with the applicable bid 
documents and specifications for the amount of $36,033.80; and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that confiscated funds are available for the provision 
of the purchase of the two Harley Davidson police motorcycles; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Purchase of Skateboard Equipment from Spohn  
Ranch, Inc., City of Industry, California Through New Jersey State 
Contract #59078 – $150,406.70 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is desirous of erecting a 
skateboard park between Inwood Terrace and Anderson Avenue in 
Whitey Lang Park; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough needs to purchase skateboarding 
equipment to erect such skateboard park and the equipment is  
available through Spohn Ranch, Inc, (proposal dated May 1st and is 
available in the offices of the Assistant Borough Engineer and 
Borough Clerk) via New Jersey State Contract #59078 and T-0103; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $21,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 
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WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Assistant Borough Engineer 
to purchase the aforementioned skateboard equipment from Spohn 
Ranch, Inc., 15131 Clark Avenue, City of Industry, California 
91745, in the amount of $150,406.70; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through 
Capital Ordinances 2003-13, 2006-28 and 2008-27. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself with regard to CA-12 and asked 
Mr. Frino if he can remain in his seat. 
 
 Mr. Frino replied that he had no objection to the Mayor 
remaining in his seat, but he cannot be involved in the 
consideration and/or discussion of this item. 
 
 Dimitrios Demiris, President of Integrated Security 
Technology, Inc., Wyckoff, New Jersey spoke to CA-12 with regard 
to the bid his firm submitted which bid was opened by the Borough 
on April 8th. He added that he sent several correspondences to Mr. 
Grant and the Borough Attorney after the bids were opened. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri and Ms. Thomas responded to Mr. Demiris’ 
comments with regard to CA-12. Mr. Frino added that the resolution 
speaks for itself and that the bidders will get a copy of the 
resolution as well as their bid surety if action is taken on the 
resolution tonight.  He informed Mr. Demiris’ that he’s free to do 
whatever he thinks he needs to that is appropriate under the law 
once the governing body takes its action. 
 
 Tom Meyers, 1450 Palisade Avenue, thanked the Mayor and 
Council for placing CA-9 on the agenda.  He added that he’s 
reached out to other legislatures as well as the Bergen County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders with help in this matter.  
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13, except 
for CA-7 and CA-12 which were removed for separate vote by 
Councilman Cervieri) was approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-A/CA-7 - Approving Change Order #2 for Creamer-Sanzari for 
Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements to Main Street and Hudson 
Terrace for the Phase II Gas Relocation at Hudson Terrace – 
$475,000 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 
 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:      Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements 
                            to Main Street and Hudson Terrace 
 
ENGINEER:                  Boswell McClave Engineering 
 
CONTRACTOR:                Creamer-Sanzari, A Joint Venture 
                           101 East Broadway 
                           Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 
 
CHANGE ORDER #:            2 
 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:    $11,486,324.00 
 
COST OF CHANGE ORDER          $475,000.00 
 
COST OF PREVIOUS CHANGE         64,200.00 
 ORDERS 
 
NEW CONTRACT SUM:        $12,025,524.00 
 
NATURE OF CHANGES:         Phase II, Gas Main Replacement on 
                            Hudson Terrace 
 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT #          052150-55-2707-021         
         
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-B/CA-12 - Authorizing Rejection of Bids for Cameras and Digital  
Recording Equipment for the Fort Lee High School and Lewis F. Cole 
Middle School and Authorizing Abandoning of Project 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself from this matter again. 
 

ORIGINAL RESOLUTION 
 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
 OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE REJECTION OF ALL BIDS 
 AND RE-BIDDING FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF CAMERAS     
 AND DIGITAL RECORDER 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase twenty-four cameras and a digital recorder 
and have installed at the Borough’s High School and Middle School; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received bids on April 8, 2008 from the 
following bidders: 
 
      Fort Lee Fort Lee 
      High School Middle School      Total 
 
1. TransNet Corporation   $14,634.00 $31,524.25     $46,158.25 
2. A.C. Daughtry, Inc.       19,660.00    33,889.00            53,549.00 
3. Promedia Technology Services, Inc.   18,495.00   36,040.00       54,535.00 
4. Coskey’s Electronic Systems, Inc.   19,800.00   37,800.00       57,600.00 
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5. Triad Security Systems, Inc.    19,844.00   38,898.00       58,742.00 
6. Integrated Security Technology, Inc.   31,544.00   33,455.00       64,999.00 
7. Integrated Micro Systems, Inc.   24,300.00   47,310.00       71,619.00 
8. Tele-Measurements Incorporated   41,619.00   53,675.00       95,294.00 
 
; and  
 

WHEREAS, objections to the bids submitted in response to the 
public procurement were filed with the Borough by A.C. Daughtry, 
Inc. and Integrated Security Technology, Inc., alleging various 
material defects in the bids that would require their rejection as 
non-responsive and non-compliant with the provisions of the Bid 
Specifications, as amended by the various addenda issued by the 
Borough, and that precluded the Borough from awarding a contract 
to certain bidders; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that there is a need to 
substantially revise the Bid Specifications for the purchase and 
installation of cameras and a digital recorder as a result of a 
significant ambiguity contained in the Bid Specifications and bid 
proposal page whereby the Borough could be required to award 
contracts to separate vendors for the installation at the 
Borough’s High School and Middle School; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 specifically provides a list 
of six reasons justifying the rejection of all bids by a 
contracting unit to reject all bids, including that the 
contracting unit wants to substantially revise the bid 
specifications; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the all bids for the purchase and installation of 
cameras and a digital recorder should be rejected pursuant to and 
in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 as the 
Borough intends to substantially revise the Bid Specifications for 
the purchase and installation of cameras and a digital recorder; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of rebidding for the 
purchase and installation of cameras and a digital recorder as the 
award of a contract for these services is necessary for the 
efficient operation of the Borough,  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the all bids for the purchase and installation of 
cameras and a digital recorder shall be and are hereby rejected 
pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-13.2 as the Borough intends to substantially revise the Bid 
Specifications for the purchase and installation of cameras and a 
digital recorder. 
   
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and/or 
Purchasing Consultant shall be and is hereby directed to review 
and revise the Bid Specifications, and re-bid the purchase and 
installation of cameras and a digital recorder pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law 
as the award of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the all 
bidders shall be returned in accordance with the requirements of 
the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 Mr. Cervieri said that he would like to table this matter or 
have it amended to eliminate the authorization to rebid the same 
and that the Borough should just reject the item without a rebid.  
He believes that this matter belongs in the portfolio of the Fort 
Lee Board of Education.  They should take responsibility for their 
assets and their liabilities, and that they should be funding this 
item on their own.  He offered a motion to reject the item. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg asked if this item is being tabled or changed. 
 
 Mr. Grant replied that Mr. Cervieri has made a motion to 
reject and abandon the project. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri confirmed Mr. Grant’s statement. 
  
 Mr. Goldberg asked if the bid is rejected can it be brought 
back to an executive session meeting for further discussion. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri offered a motion, seconded by 
Councilwoman Kasofsky to table the item.  
 
 Ms. Thomas asked Mr. Frino if there is a time issue related 
to the project. 
 
 Mr. Frino replied that he’s not certain if the compressed 
time frame becomes a problem.  He asked Mr. Grant when the next 
council meeting is scheduled for. 
 
 Mr. Grant replied that the next meeting of the Mayor and 
Council is May 22nd. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer stated that the bid should just be rejected. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri modified his motion from tabling the item 
to rejecting the bid outright.  
 
 Mr. Pohan asked if the bid is being rejected, is the Borough 
foreclosing the opportunity of rebidding the item by the reason of 
anything such as the grant expiring. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri responded that if the Borough changes the bid 
specifications and that if the Borough is within a time frame to 
take advantage of a matching grant the item could be rebid.  The 
grant should be discussed further if the Borough is using its own 
money.  The Borough is looking to trim every single dollar and 
there is a hiring freeze in place.  The Borough has done a lot of 
thing to save money and others are not necessarily doing the same.  
 
 Mr. Pohan’s understanding was that there was grant money 
available to the Borough but not to the Board of Education. 
 
 Ms. Thomas explained that there is a matching grant in the 
amount of $54,000 which one-half would be coming out of the 
Borough’s pockets. 
 
 Mr. Pohan asked if the Board of Education was eligible for 
this grant. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that the grant went through the Police 
Department. 
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 Mr. Cervieri stated that if this item is such a priority then 
the Board of Education should find it in their budget to fund it. 
 
 Mr. Pohan said this is something that should be discussed 
further during an executive session. 
  
 Mr. Grant reiterated and confirmed Mr. Cervieri’s amended 
resolution to reject the bids and abandon the project. 
 
 Mr. Frino stated that this item can be brought back for 
further discussion, but there may be a time frame in which the 
grant expires. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that the grant expires August 31st of this 
year. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution as amended: 
 
              A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE REJECTION OF ALL BIDS FOR THE       
      PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF CAMERAS AND DIGITAL RECORDER 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) publicly bid to 
purchase twenty-four cameras and a digital recorder and have 
installed at the Borough’s High School and Middle School; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received bids on April 8, 2008 from the 
following bidders: 
 
      Fort Lee Fort Lee 
      High School Middle School      Total 
 
1. TransNet Corporation   $14,634.00 $31,524.25     $46,158.25 
2. A.C. Daughtry, Inc.       19,660.00    33,889.00            53,549.00 
3. Promedia Technology Services, Inc.   18,495.00   36,040.00       54,535.00 
4. Coskey’s Electronic Systems, Inc.   19,800.00   37,800.00       57,600.00 
5. Triad Security Systems, Inc.    19,844.00   38,898.00       58,742.00 
6. Integrated Security Technology, Inc.   31,544.00   33,455.00       64,999.00 
7. Integrated Micro Systems, Inc.   24,300.00   47,310.00       71,619.00 
8. Tele-Measurements Incorporated   41,619.00   53,675.00       95,294.00 
 
; and  
 

WHEREAS, objections to the bids submitted in response to the 
public procurement were filed with the Borough by A.C. Daughtry, 
Inc. and Integrated Security Technology, Inc., alleging various 
material defects in the bids that would require their rejection as 
non-responsive and non-compliant with the provisions of the Bid 
Specifications, as amended by the various addenda issued by the 
Borough, and that precluded the Borough from awarding a contract 
to certain bidders; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 specifically provides a list 
of six reasons justifying the rejection of all bids by a 
contracting unit to reject all bids, including that the 
contracting unit wishes to abandon the project; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the all bids for the purchase and installation of 
cameras and a digital recorder should be rejected pursuant to and 
in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 as the 
Borough intends to abandon the project, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the all bids for the purchase and installation of 
cameras and a digital recorder shall be and are hereby rejected 
pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-13.2 as the Borough intends to abandon the project; and 
   
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the all 
bidders shall be returned in accordance with the requirements of 
the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 The Resolution as amended was approved on the following roll  
      call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,          
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
R-1 – Amending Temporary Capital Budget 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the 
2008 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting 
therein the following project, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The 2008 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough 
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule 
to read as follows: 
 

Temporary Capital Budget of the 
Borough of Fort Lee 
County of Bergen 

Projects Scheduled for 2008 
Method of Financing 

                                        
          Est.                     
Project        Costs       Reserves   
 
Roadway and Traffic      $500,000    500,000      
 Signal Improvements 
 To Main Street and 
 Hudson Terrace 
 
 Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to 
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of 
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State  
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this 
project for 2008 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 
2008 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan -  stated that the Fort Lee Film Commission 
continues its celebration of the 100th anniversary of Joan 
Crawford’s birth with a showing of the following free movies 
throughout May at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room of the Fort Lee 
Library. 
 

1. May 12th “Mildred Pierce” 1945 
2. May 20th “Torch Song” 1953 
3. May 27th “Straight Jacket” 1964 

 
 He stated that the Borough’s annual weekly music and movie 
series will begin in June and continue through August 27th at the 
Fort Lee Community Center.  For further information contact Tom 
Meyers at the Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs at 201-592-
3500 ext 1205. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that there was a substantial fire on 
Main Street on April 21st.  There was a report of an underground 
explosion at 243 Main Street which involved a PSE&G transformer.  
This was the 375th alarm that the Fire Department has responded to 
in 2008.  He praised the Fire Department for all of their efforts 
in getting people evacuated and ventilating buildings as needed to 
eliminate any potential of carbon monoxide.  It took PSE&G to the 
early evening to isolate the problem of burnt wires which they 
replaced the following day.   
 
 He congratulated the Department of Public Works (DPW) and 
Parks Department employees for being named the best overall DPW 
and Parks Department in Bergen County by the Record newspaper. He 
praised Tony Lione and Mike Maresca for their leadership of both 
departments. 
 
 He mentioned that donations are still being collected for the 
Thomas Paine statue which he hopes will be completed in the near 
future. 
  
 He stated that he attended the opening of the Holocaust 
Museum at the New Synagogue this past Sunday.  It’s the only 
Holocaust Museum in the State of New Jersey.  Mayor Sokolich 
presented a proclamation to Rabbi Meir Berger.  Assemblywoman Joan 
Voss and State Senator Robert Gordon also attended the event. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – stated that the Fire Department is still 
working on procuring rescue ropes that would allow firefighters to 
climb out windows of a burning structure.  The rescue ropes once 
perfected will save many lives.  He’s hopeful of purchasing the 
rescue ropes through available grant money. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – congratulated Police Chief Thomas Ripoli 
and Howard Joh on being named “Persons of the Year” by the Greater 
Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce.  The dinner for the recipients was 
held this past Saturday at the Palisadium in Cliffside Park. 
 
 She mentioned that a closed friend of hers was the curator 
for the Holocaust Museum. 
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 She announced the following Fort Lee upcoming programs: 
 

1. Phyllis Lind and Sean Mahoney will sing songs of love on 
 Saturday, May 10th at 3:00 p.m. 
 

2. Lecture: “Eating Sugar the Right Way”, Tuesday, May 6th  
 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
     She praised all of the emergency services who helped out at 
Mediterranean West last week when the building had no electricity 
and elevator services.  Steve Sedeo, Manager of Mediterranean 
West, sent a letter thanking everyone for their assistance. 
 
 She read a letter from Jillian Raimondo-Langham, Department 
of Human Services, who wished to acknowledge and thank the 
students from Fort Lee School #4 who helped with a penny drive 
that collected several hundred dollars for families in Fort Lee 
who use the food pantry. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that May is National Nurse 
Appreciation Month.  He thanked the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps for 
their fine work and dedication.  He had to call on their services 
in the last two weeks.  They are a truly outstanding group of 
people who were responsive to his family’s needs. 
 
 He stated that there are many upcoming activities including 
bingo, dances and field trips being held at the Richard A. Nest 
Senior Citizen Center in May.  For further information contact the 
center at 201-592-3655. 
 
 He also offered his congratulations to Chief Ripoli and 
Howard Joh on being named “Persons of the Year”. 
 
 He stated that on Wednesday, May 21st the Fort Lee High 
School will be holding their academic and senior awards banquet.  
The event this year will be held at the Glenpointe Marriott in 
Teaneck.  The event encourages feelings of optimism to see the 
number of outstanding students the Borough produces.  Anyone 
wishing to attend can contact the Board of Education.  The cost of 
the event is $35.00.  
 
 He praised Mr. Meyers’ efforts in trying to get Governor 
Corzine to restore funding to the New Jersey Motion Picture & 
Television Commission. 
  
 
Mayor Sokolich – offered his congratulation also to Chief Ripoli 
and Howard Joh. 
 
 He stated that the speaker at the Holocaust Museum dedication 
was mesmerizing.  Her words were some of the most incredible words 
that he has heard in a long time. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer added that she lived in the woods in Poland for 
two years ducking German soldiers. 
 
  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, and seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, the meeting was opened to the public: 
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Speaker     Subject         Response 
 
Dimitrios Demiris     .Department of Justice COPS  
Wyckoff, New Jersey     Grant/Potential Joint Purchasing 
                        Agreement Between Borough and 
                        Fort Lee Board of Education With   
                        Regard to R-b/CA-12             
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:50 p.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                    Thursday, April 10, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
                    Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 
                    Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the 2008 Municipal Budget hearing 
is scheduled tonight.  He said that there are charts to indicate 
where the Borough was in 2007 and where the Borough anticipates to 
be in 2008.  It was suggested to him by the public and the 
governing body that charts be used to show where non-discretionary 
spending has been increased and where discretionary spending has 
been decreased.  The Borough Auditor and Chief Financial Officer 
are present tonight and will respond to any questions related to 
the budget.   
 
 He stated that one of his short-term initiatives is the 
beautification of Main Street.  The Borough is in the process of 
preparing a sweeping ordinance to cover and revamp the Borough’s 
sign ordinance along with incorporating the Borough’s streetscape 
ordinance.  In addition an aesthetic ordinance is in place that 
will deal with commercial property owner’s facades which will 
improve the look of the Borough.  Mayor Sokolich has already 
formed a committee which is comprised of six or seven people who 
have worked tirelessly to meet with people who are before the 
Borough’s boards and who have applied for a sign permit.  They are 
working with the Building Department and recommending what they 
would like to see on the facades of commercial buildings in the 
way of signage.  Minutes of the meeting from this informal 
committee are going to be distributed by the Mayor to the 
governing body so that they can see how much time this group is  
putting in and what the committee is accomplishing.  More signs 
will eventually be put in place that will be more consistent with  
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what the Borough is looking for in the commercial areas, 
particularly the downtown area.  The Building Department has been 
instructed through the governing body to go out on an all points 
bulletin to summons people who have put up illegal signs.  He’s 
proud of the efforts that the governing body, volunteer committee 
and Building Department have put forth with regard to the sign 
issues.  The Borough will lend assistance to the property owners 
as best as it can. 
 
 He announced that there is a nine year old boy in the Borough 
named Cameron Seker who has Hodgkins lymphoma.  The Fort Lee 
Racquet Club will be holding a “Kids for Cameron Day” this 
Saturday, April 12th from 8:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight.  Space is 
limited for the event.  In addition many kids and sports leagues 
throughout the Borough are selling orange wristbands in support of 
Cameron.  The money raised through the sale of the bands will be 
used to offset some of his very costly medical bills for Cameron.   
 

PROCLAMATIONS 
 

PR-1 – National Library Week 
 
 WHEREAS, our nation’s school, academic, public and special 
libraries make a difference in the lives of millions of Americans, 
today, more than ever; and 
 
 WHEREAS, librarians are trained professionals, helping people 
of all ages and backgrounds find and interpret the information 
they need to live, learn, and work in the 21st century; and 
 
 WHEREAS, libraries are part of the American Dream – places 
for opportunity, education, self-help, and lifelong learning; and 
 
 WHEREAS, library use is up nationwide among all types of 
library users, continuing a decade-long trend; and 
 
 WHEREAS, libraries play a vital role in supporting the 
quality of life in their communities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, libraries can help you discover a world of 
knowledge, both in person and online, as well as personal service 
and assistance in finding what you need, when you need it; and 
 
 WHEREAS, libraries are a key player in the national discourse 
on intellectual freedom, equity of access, and narrowing the 
“digital divide”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, libraries, librarians, library workers and 
supporters across America are celebrating National Library Week 
with The Campaign for America’s Libraries, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Mark Sokolich, Mayor, 
of the Borough of Fort Lee proclaim the week of April 13-19, 2008 
National Library Week in the Borough of Fort Lee. I encourage all 
residents to visit the library this week to take advantage of the 
wonderful library resources available to all who walk through the 
library’s doors. 
 
 
PR-2 – Autism Awareness Month 
 

WHEREAS, Autism Speaks is sponsoring a walk at Bergen 
Community College on June 1, 2008 to raise awareness and funding 
for Autism research to help those affected to lead productive 
lives in our community and find the cause of Autism and hopefully 
find a cure; and, 
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WHEREAS, recent reports on Autism have shown that a new case 

is diagnosed every twenty minutes in this country; and, 
  
WHEREAS, in New Jersey, the numbers are astounding ~ a new 

case is diagnosed in one of every ninety four births; and,  
 
WHEREAS, Autism shows no preference to race, sex, social or 

economic level; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Autism affects the entire family of a loved one, 

including their friends and neighbors,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich 

and the Council Members of the Borough of Fort Lee wish to support 
the United Nations in declaring April 2, 2008 World Autism Day and 
having April declared Autism Awareness Month and wish to commend 
the John J. Driscoll Dream Team of Paramus, New Jersey for their 
participation in the walk at Bergen Community College.   
 
 
PR-3 – Joan DiTieri Day 
 

WHEREAS, Joan DiTieri has been a teacher of Fine Arts at Fort 
Lee High School since January 1958 and has completed her 50th year 
of outstanding service to the students of the Borough of Fort Lee; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, Joan DiTieri was named as New Jersey Art Teacher of 

the Year and New Jersey Teacher of the Year; and, 
 

 WHEREAS, Joan DiTieri has been the Art Editor of Fort Lee 
High School’s outstanding art and literary journal, “The Voice”, 
for 45 years; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Joan DiTieri’s former students have distinguished 

themselves in the field of art as fine artists, Teachers of Art 
and Art Directors; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Museum is honoring Joan DiTieri in 

their exhibit “The Women of Fort Lee”,   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee declare Sunday, April 13, 2008 “Joan 
DiTieri Day” in the Borough of Fort Lee and wish to recognize and 
honor her for her service to generations of Fort Lee students.   
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 27, 2008 
Executive Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 27, 2008 
Executive Session were approved. 
 
  

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 
 
Ordinance #2008-22 -  Amending Chapter 406, Wreckers and Towing – 
Unlawful to Utilize a  Locking Wheel Boot and/or Place a Front or 
Rear Windshield  Parking Violation Sticker Upon a Vehicle Located 
in the Borough 
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     On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2008-22 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 406 WRECKERS AND TOWING SERVICE OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 24, 
2008. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-20 - Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget 
Appropriation Limits and  to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-
45.14) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-20 entitled, “CALENDAR YEAR 2008 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14.)” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street asked how much is left in the 
CAP bank from last year and how much is in the CAP bank this year. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that the CAP bank carryover from last 
year is approximately $553,000, and that this budget is $700,000 
under the CAP; therefore, the CAP bank will grow in 2009. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

2008 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, and seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to the 
2008 Municipal Budget. 
 
 George Porto, 450 Central Boulevard, stated that he is a 
member of the United Homeowners Association.  He touched upon the 
following items (numbered below) with regard to the budget. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that before Mr. Porto asks his 
questions that he’s appreciative of the effort Mr. Porto makes 
with regard to his input and/or making suggestions to reduce the 
budget.  
 
 

1. Amount to be raised by taxation.  He indicated that 
there needs to be approximately $4,500,000 additional 
tax dollars raised in taxation this year compared to 
last year.  It’s about a 9.5% increase.   

 
2. Additional assessments this year in effect lower the 

increase to about an 8.6% increase in the municipal 
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         budget.   

 
3. He asked about the County budget. 

 
Mr. Wielkotz replied that Bergen County has not introduced  

their budget for 2008 at this point.  Traditionally once the 
county’s budget is included it increases to the Borough’s overall 
budget by ½ to 1 point. 

 
4. School portion of tax. 

 
5. State property tax rebate program.  If money is reduced 

from he received last year he feels that in effect he’s 
paying additional taxes  

      
Mr. Wielkotz explained that the reserve for uncollected taxes  

is a State mandated appropriation which is a hedge against having 
a deficit based on historical collection percentages. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri added that the Borough sells it tax liens 
annually.  The Borough never writes anything off. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz added that at the end of each year the 
municipality hopefully generates a surplus.  Fort Lee has 
generally put 90% to 95% of its surplus back into the next year’s 
budget as revenue to help offset projected tax increases. 
 
 6.  Borough receipts – reserve for debt. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz explained that comes into effect when the 
Borough does bond ordinances and it gets reimbursed by grants that 
money is used as revenue to offset debt service associated with 
the debt outstanding.  In 2007 the Borough did not receive any 
grant reimbursements on bonded debt; therefore, the number is 
zero.  The Borough runs on a cash basis so the money has to be in 
the bank before it can be counted as revenue. 
 

7.  Expense side increases and how the budget looks.  
 

Mr. Wielkotz stated that the budget document is in a State  
mandated format which cannot be changed. 
 
     Mr. Wielkotz said that with all the increases in the items 
that are basically uncontrollable such as contracted salary 
increases and health benefits, liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance, mandated increases to the library, State 
mandated pension increases above last year, BCUA sewer disposal 
fees and utility costs that every department combined has resulted 
in a $440,000 reduction in appropriations (controllable expenses) 
from 2007.  If the figures had just stayed the same the Borough 
would be doing more with less based on just inflation.  This 
budget is to provide the same amount of services as in previous 
years with less money. 
 
 Mr. Porto replied that’s he’s not looking to hurt anyone 
working for the Borough as he has many relatives who are employed 
by the Borough.  He spoke about only the forty-two line items that 
went up over 7%.  He did not look at the line items  that 
decreased. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz reiterated that the majority of line items that 
went up are the uncontrollable items that he mentioned earlier. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke about the way the BCUA is unfairly 
treating the Borough because of its combined sewer system.  It 
would cost the Borough $80,000,000 to separate the Borough’s  
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sewers in just one quadrant of the Borough.  He spoke about how 
the BCUA has changed the way it calculates it sewer figures to the  
Borough which has caused an $800,000 increase this year alone in 
the Borough’s payments to the BCUA and that figure is only going 
to get worse.   
 
 Mr. Porto asked about what the Borough of Cliffside Park pays 
to the Borough with regard to its sewer use. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that Fort Lee is going to have increase the 
money Cliffside Park sends to Fort Lee based on the increases that 
the Borough has received from the BCUA. 
 

8. Municipal Court salary expenses/decrease in the revenues 
received from the court. 

 
Mr. Wielkotz, explained that the court appropriations line  

went from $812,000 in 2007 to $810,000 this year.  He added that 
it’s important to see what was spent in 2007 and what’s actually 
being budgeted for this year. 
  

9. When does the Borough pay down its bonding?/Refunding of 
bonds 

 
Mr. Wielkotz stated that there are scheduled principal  

payments based on when the bonds were sold and when the principal 
payments are due.  There is a 1999 issue that the Borough is 
trying to refund to a lower rate. 
 
 Mr. Cohen added that the Borough is literally shopping the 
market daily in participation of doing a refunding bond issue. 
 

10. Spoke to anticipated surplus as part of the budget. 
 

Mr. Wielkotz explained how anticipated surplus has many  
components and that surplus is based on numerous things such as 
excess tax collections, excess revenues that come through during 
the year and revenues that are not anticipated and appropriation 
reserves that have not been spent from the previous year.  The 
Borough has been very consistent over the years in putting back 
close to $2,000,000 into the budget.  Surplus is revenue in the 
budget that is used to offset expenses in the current year.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough is aggressively paying 
down its bond debt.  By the end of the year it’s anticipated the 
Borough will owe less than $60,000,000 which would be the same 
that was owed by the Borough in 2002.  The Mayor and Council have 
been denying departments numerous items to keep its bond 
indebtedness in hand. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz added that to refund bonds the Borough needs to 
have a net present value savings of at least 3% on the total 
refunding plan in order for the State to even let the Borough 
consider using refunding bonds.  The State will not let anyone 
extend its debt payments past its current maturity schedule. 
 

11. Spoke to early payment of taxes 
 

Mr. Wielkotz explained that there is no provision from the  
State to give someone a discount for paying their taxes early. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough is working hard on a 
couple of revenue producing ideas which he did not want to 
disclose at this time.  He added that Mr. Goldberg is always 
looking at cost sharing initiatives. 
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12. Spoke to increasing the Borough tax ratables. 
 

Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough will be aggressive  
in defending its tax appeals. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked Mr. Wielkotz how much this budget in its 
present form will increase municipal taxes. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz stated that based on an average assessment of 
$465.00 taxes will go up $331.00. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that shared services 
only makes sense when it can be accommodated with a reasonable 
number of people. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that besides sharing Human Services with 
the Borough of Leonia, the Borough shares its equipment with other 
towns as well as it doing paving for the Borough of Edgewater.  
The Borough is also looking to share its garbage collection 
services with the Fort Lee Board of Education. 
 
 Ms. Levinson asked how much the Borough intends to cut from 
its budget.  She also asked if anything has been bonded for this 
year. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that over $1,200,000 has been cut from the 
budget. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that there has been no money bonded 
for in 2008 at this point.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich closed by saying that he is leery of shared 
services because the quality of the services the Borough offers is 
so good that he has concerns that sharing certain services would 
equate to a lesser service being given to the Borough residents. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing for the 
municipal budget was closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, and 
seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky. 
 
  

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 
 
CA-1 - Authorizing Adoption of the Revised Personnel Policies and 
Procedures Manual of the Borough of Fort Lee 
 
        RESOLUTION REGARDING ADOPTION OF THE REVISED 
    PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL OF THE 
        BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Borough of Fort Lee to treat 
current and prospective employees in a manner consistent with all 
state and federal laws and regulations including but not limited 
to Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended by the 
Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, the Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act, the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, The Family and Medical Leave Act, the Conscientious 
Employee Protection Act, (the New Jersey General’s guidelines with 
respect to Police Department personnel), the New Jersey  
Compensation Act, the Federal consolidated Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act (COBRA) and the Open Public Meetings Act; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that there is a need for 
personnel policies and procedures to ensure that current and 
prospective employees are treated in a manner consistent with all 
state and federal laws and regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary from time to time to revise the 
Manual for the purpose of improving operations or conforming to 
new regulations and/or procedures; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and the Labor Attorney 
have recently revised the Manual for the purpose described herein, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee 
hereby adopts as its policy the revised Personnel Policies and 
Procedures Manual prepared by the Borough Administrator and Labor 
Attorney as set forth in the Personnel Policies and Procedures 
Manual Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 
CA-2 - Authorizing Cablevision Lightpath-NJ, Long Island, New York 
for Installation of a Telecommunications Network Within the 
Borough’s Right-Of-Way  
 
      RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE APPROVING APPLICATION  
      OF CABLEVISION LIGHTPATH-NJ FOR THE INSTALLATION OF FIBER- 
      OPTICCABLE AND RELATED TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 

 
 WHEREAS, the general laws of the State of New Jersey grant 
to the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) 
the authority to review an application made by a certified local 
telephone exchange carrier to install fiber-optic cable that is 
designed to provide telecommunications services within the 
municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Cablevision Lightpath-NJ, Inc. (“Lightpath”), is a 
Delaware corporation qualified to do business in New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Lightpath is a certified local exchange carrier and 
is authorized to provide telecommunications services in the State 
of New Jersey under authority granted to it by the New Jersey 
Board of Public Utilities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Lightpath has filed an application seeking consent 
from the Borough to install fiber-optic cable within public 
rights-of-way controlled by the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:17-10, the Borough may 
grant its consent to the running of a local telephone line in, 
upon, along, over or under any public road, street or highway of 
the municipality via the passage of a resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is satisfied that it is in the public 
interest to promote competition in the telecommunications market 
within the municipality by providing this authorization to 
Lightpath; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the approval of Lightpath’s application and the 
grant of consent by the Borough to install fiber-optic cable 
within public rights-of-way is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the public interest as it will promote competition in 
the telecommunications market within the Borough, create lower 
costs for businesses in the Borough and provide new economic  
development opportunities; and 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, as follows: 
 
 1. The application of Lightpath is hereby approved and 
permission is hereby granted to Lightpath to install fiber-optic 
cable and other telecommunications-related facilities in and over 
the public rights-of-way for the purpose of operating a 
telecommunications network within the Borough’s public rights-of-
way. 
 
 2. Any and all expenses related to the installation of 
fiber-optic cable and other telecommunication-related equipment as 
approved herein shall be borne solely by Lightpath. 
 
 3. Lightpath shall be required, at its sole expense, to 
obtain all necessary permits and approvals as required by 
applicable law and regulations. 
 
 4. Lightpath shall adhere to all applicable safety 
requirements related to the installation, operation, maintenance, 
and use of the telecommunications network within the Borough. 
 
 5. The permission granted herein shall be extended to 
Lightpath, its successors, and/or assignees, for twenty-five 
years, and at the end of said term, the Borough and Lightpath, its 
successors and/or assignees, may mutually elect to extend the 
permissions granted herein for an additional twenty-five years. 
 
 6. Lightpath, its successors and assigns shall defend, 
indemnify, and hold the Borough harmless from any and all 
liability for damage to property or injury directly resulting from 
the installation, operation, maintenance or use of the local lines 
authorized herein. 
 
 7. Lightpath shall maintain and keep in force and effect, 
at its sole cost and expense, and at all times during the term of 
this resolution, sufficient liability insurance naming the Borough 
as an additional insured and insuring against loss by any such 
claim, suit, judgment, execution or demand in the minimum amount 
of three million dollars ($3,000,000.00) for bodily injury or 
death to any one person, and three million dollars ($3,000,000.00) 
for bodily injury or death resulting from any one accident or 
occurrence stemming from or arising out of Lightpath’s exercise of 
its rights hereunder. 
 
 8. Lightpath shall be responsible for the repair of damage 
to paving, existing utility  lines, or any surface or subsurface 
installations, arising from the installation or maintenance of the 
telecommunications network authorized herein. 
 
 9. Lightpath shall conduct, without charge to the Borough, 
a review of the Borough’s telecommunications systems and provide a 
report evaluating the effectiveness of the telecommunications 
systems and setting forth recommendations to enhance the 
effectiveness and efficiencies of the systems.  
 
 10. Lightpath shall provide the Borough, not more than 
forty-five (45) days after the effective date of this Resolution, 
at its sole cost and expense, a performance bond in the amount of 
twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) to ensure faithful 
performance of its undertakings. 
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CA-3 - Accepting Boswell McClave Engineering Proposal for  
Engineering Services for Improvements to the American Little 
League Field - $7,500.00 
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
        PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to retain the services of a 
licensed engineer to perform a topographic survey and prepare 
conceptual site plans and an estimate for improvements to the 
Little League field on Anderson Avenue in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 
professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated December 18, 2007, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the performance of a topographic survey and 
preparation of conceptual site plans and an estimate for 
improvements to the Little League Field on Anderson Avenue in the 
Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 
to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional engineering services related to the performance of a 
topographic survey and preparation of conceptual site plans and an 
estimate for improvements to the Little League Field on Anderson 
Avenue in the Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and 
the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough; 
  



Regular Meeting                                     April 10, 2008 
                                                          Page #11 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to the performance of a 
topographic survey and preparation of conceptual site plans and an 
estimate for improvements to the Little League Field on Anderson 
Avenue in the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated 
December 18, 2007, attached hereto and made a part hereof, in the 
amount of $7,500. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-4 - Accepting Boswell McClave Engineering Proposal for Survey  
and Design Services for Roadway Improvements to Stillwell  
Avenue and 11th Street – Fee Not to Exceed $29,500.00  
 
               A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
      PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been 
approved to receive State Aid Grants in the amount of $290,000 for 
the construction of improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th 
Street in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to perform a topographic survey 
and prepare construction plans and specifications for improvements 
to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Boswell 
McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such professional 
engineer services in accordance with its proposal, dated February 
26, 2008, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the performance of a topographic survey and 
preparation of construction plans and specifications for 
improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th Street in the Borough; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 
to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional engineering services related to the performance of a 
topographic survey and preparation of construction plans and 
specifications for improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th 
Street in the Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and 
the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to the performance of a 
topographic survey and preparation of construction plans and 
specifications for improvements to Stillwell Avenue and 11th 
Street in the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated 
February 26, 2008, attached hereto and made a part hereof, in the 
amount of $29,500. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
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 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Payment to J. Fletcher Creamer, Hackensack, New 
Jersey for Emergency Repairs to 11th and 12th Streets – $26,200.00 
 
     WHEREAS, an emergency condition existed to the safety and 
welfare of the public by the way of a flooded area on 11th and 12th 
streets; and 
 
     WHEREAS, said repairs to the area were declared an extreme 
emergency; and 
 
     WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
Department of Public Works, J. Fletcher Creamer, 101 East 
Broadway, Hackensack, New Jersey was immediately retained on an 
emergency basis, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to J. Fletcher Creamer 
in the amount of $26,200.00; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified to the availability of funds which is on file in the 
office of the Borough Clerk and such funds are available through 
the Borough’s capital account. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Payment to National Water Main Cleaning  
Company, Newark, New Jersey for Emergency Repairs to Clean  
and Jet the Sewers on Eleventh and Twelfth Streets – $9,337.90 
 
 WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists to the safety and 
welfare of the public by the way of flooded areas on 11th and 12th 
streets; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said repairs to be a declared an extreme emergency; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
Department of Public Works, and the Supervisor of Sewers, National 
Water Main Cleaning was retained on an emergency basis to clean 
and jet the sewers, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to National Water Main 
Cleaning Company, 875 N. Summer Avenue, Newark, NJ 07104 in the 
amount of $9,337.90; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified to the availability of funds which is on file in the 
office of the Borough Clerk and such funds are available through 
the Borough’s capital account. 
 
CA-7 - Endorsing Application to the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation for the Safe Routes to School Program 
 
     A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION TO, AND COMMITTING          
     TO THE MAINTENANCE OF A PROJECT FUNDED BY, THE NEW JERSEY           
     DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (NJDOT) SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL          
     PROGRAM 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council for the Borough of Fort Lee 
are aware of the availability of funding from the NJDOT Safe 
Routes to School Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is fully committed to maintain the 
proposed project upon its completion, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and governing body, through the Police 
Department, commit to continuing existing bicycle and school 
walker safety programming to encourage such activities, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough Fort Lee that they fully support the Safe Routes to 
Schools project and that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign an 
application for funding for the NJDOT Safe Routes to School 
Program. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Abandonment of Club Liquor License for Fort Lee  
Engine Co. #2 – Liquor License #0219-31-055-001 
 
 WHEREAS, Fort Lee Engine Co. #2 (0219-31-055-001) a club 
liquor license, wishes to abandon their liquor license in a letter 
sent by the Fort Lee Fire Department Engine Company #2 and 
received in the Office of the Borough Clerk on April 2, 2008; and 
 
     WHEREAS, a requirement of the New Jersey State, Division of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control, is that the governing body of a 
municipality must authorize an enabling resolution to abandon a 
liquor license, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, has no objection to the abandonment of Fort 
Lee Engine Co. #2 (0219-31-055-001) club liquor license effective 
April 10, 2008; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall submit a  
certified copy of the resolution to the New Jersey State, Division 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to  
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering January 1, 2008 to 
March 31, 2008 - $1,720.00 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $800.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 
for the period covering January 1, 2008 through March 31, 2008. 
Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 
Human Services; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $920.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the period covering January 1, 2008 through March 31, 2008.  

 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from 
Marlin 102 Inc. to Linwood Wine & Liquors Inc. at 102 Linwood 
Plaza 
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WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 
transfer of plenary retail distribution license 0219-44-031-007, 
heretofore issued to Marlin 102, Inc.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority has reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for the person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing 
Body does hereby approve the person-to-person transfer of the 
aforesaid plenary retail distribution license to Linwood Wines and 
Liquors, Inc. located at 102 Linwood Plaza, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
07024, effective April 10, 2008 and does hereby direct the Borough 
Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership. 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from 
Garden State Deli & Liquor, Inc. to Vin Romanee, LLC. (Inactive 
License) 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 
transfer of plenary retail distribution license 0219-44-039-004, 
heretofore issued to Garden State Deli and Liquor Inc.  (Inactive 
License); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority has reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for the person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing 
Body does hereby approve the person-to-person transfer of the 
aforesaid plenary retail distribution license to Vin Romanee, LLC 
Inc. (Inactive) located at a mailing address of 1 University Plaza, 
Suite 404, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601, effective April 10, 2008  
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and does hereby direct the Borough Clerk to endorse the license 
certificate to the new ownership. 
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Rebid for Lease of Borough Property – Block 
4701, Lot 2  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for a rebid for the lease of certain Borough property 
designated as Block 4701, Lots 2, 8 and 10 on the Tax Assessment 
Map of the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Rejection of Bid for the Purchase of a New 
Fire Truck 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE REJECTING AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR THE 
       PURCHASE OF A NEW FIRE TRUCK 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 5, 2007, pursuant to resolution and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough of Fort Lee solicited bids for the purchase 
of a new fire truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 19, 2007, one (1) bid package was 
received in response to the Borough’s public solicitation for bids 
for the purchase of a new fire truck; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Sutphen Corporation (“Sutphen”) submitted the sole 
bid in the amount of $805,065.08 for the provision of a 2008 Fire 
Truck - Pumper; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough determined that the bid submitted by 
Sutphen is in compliance with the requirements of the bid 
specifications and that Sutphen constitutes the lowest responsible 
and complying bidder for a the purchase of a new fire truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are not available at this 
time for a the purchase of a new fire truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2(c) provides that a contracting 
unit may reject all bids when the governing body of the 
contracting unit has decided to abandon the project: and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the rejection of 
the award of this contract is necessary for its efficient 
operations;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That the sole bid for the purchase of a 2008 Fire Truck 
- Pumper from Sutphen Corporation is hereby rejected in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2(c) and the applicable bid documents and 
specifications based upon a determination that insufficient funds 
are at this time for this contract.  
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-2, CA-12, CA-
13 and CA-14. 
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 Ms. Thomas responded to CA-2, CA-12 and CA-13.  Ms. Thomas 
and Mr. Cervieri spoke to CA-14. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri spoke to CA-4, CA-5 and CA-6.  He congratulated 
all involved to winning the battle with regard to the flooding 
problems on the lower portion of Stillwell Avenue.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that the flooding problem had been 
ongoing in that area for over twenty five years. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13, except 
for CA-14 and CA-15 which were removed by Mr. Cervieri and Ms. 
Kasofsky respectively for separate vote was approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1/CA-15 - Awarding Contract to Virtual Town Pages, Fort Lee, New  
Jersey to Update the Borough’s Current Website – $7,900 Plus $399 
Monthly for Monthly Updates and Maintenance 
 
 Councilwoman Kasofsky offered a motion, which was seconded by 
Councilman Goldberg to table, the following Resolution: 
 
   RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  
   AWARDING A CONTRACT TO VIRTUAL TOWN PAGES FOR WEBSITE DESIGN,       
   MAINTENANCE AND TECHNICAL CONSULTING SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) wishes to award a contract for the provision of 
website design, maintenance and technical consulting services; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received 
quotations for the provision of website design, maintenance and 
technical consulting services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for 
bids and bidding therefor, the purchase of any goods or services 
whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold, provided that 
the contracting unit obtains at least two competitive quotations; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, Virtual Town Pages (“Virtual”) has submitted a 
proposal, dated December 10, 2007, outlining the website design, 
maintenance and technical consulting services to be performed for 
the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the provision of website design, maintenance and 
technical consulting services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
website design, maintenance and technical consulting services is 
in the best interests of the Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations;  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New  



Regular Meeting                                      April 10, 2008 
                                                           Page #18 
 

Jersey as follows: 
 

 1. That Virtual Town Pages shall be and is hereby appointed 
to provide website design, maintenance and technical consulting 
services computer maintenance and technical consulting services in 
accordance with its proposal, dated December 10, 2008, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and contingent  
upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 
satisfactory to the Borough. 
 
 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive 
bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, 
specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the goods 
or services does not exceed the bidding threshold, and the Borough 
has obtained at least two competitive quotations for the goods or 
services. 
 
 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and Virtual, providing for 
total compensation for the provision of website design, 
maintenance and technical consulting services to the Borough in 
the amount of $7,900.00 and monthly updates and maintenance to be 
billed at the rate of $399.00 per month, and further memorializing 
the scope of work and such other terms and conditions as may be 
necessary. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the project; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 
Clerk’s office; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract in a newspaper as required by law. 
 
 The Resolution was tabled on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 
 NAY: Councilman Pohan 
 
 
R-2/CA-14 - Authorizing Continuation of Contract with H. Ney  
Associates, Traffic Engineer for the Borough, for the Main  
Street/Hudson Terrace Road Improvement Project - $101,200.00 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
      PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter. 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 16, 2007, pursuant to Resolution CA-30, 
the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to H. Ney & 
Associates, LLC (“Ney”) to provide professional engineering 
services related to traffic signal control and design for the Main 
Street and Hudson Terrace Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements  
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Project (“Project”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to provide professional 
engineering services related to traffic signal construction for 
the Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law  
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Ney to 
perform such professional engineering services related to traffic 
signal construction for the Project in accordance with its 
proposal, dated June 22, 2007, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ney possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional engineering services 
related to traffic signal construction for the Project; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to Ney 
in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Ney for a lump sum in the amount of $101,200.00, 
which amount exceeds the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey 
Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, 
therefore, the contract is subject to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional traffic engineering 
services to be performed by Ney is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for services for the 
provision of professional engineering services related to traffic 
signal construction for the Project in accordance with its 
proposal is in the best interests of the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
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 1. That Ney shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to traffic signal  
construction for the Project, in accordance with its proposal, 
dated June 22, 2007, attached hereto and made a part hereof, 
expressly subject to and contingent upon the execution of an 
agreement in form and substance satisfactory to the Borough. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and Ney, providing for  
compensation in a lump sum of $101,200.00, and further 
memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions 
as may be necessary. 
 
 3. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
authorized herein, Ney shall provide written notice to the Borough 
Clerk as to whether the services will be completed within the 
budget established for the services.  If the services are expected 
to exceed the budget, Ney shall submit a detailed cost overrun 
schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 4. That each firm, consultant and professional appointed 
hereby is specifically placed on notice that they will be required 
to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 
127. 
 
 5. That upon execution of such agreement a notice of the 
contract award shall be published, and this resolution and the 
agreement between the parties must be available for public 
inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
1 et seq. 
 
 6. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 7. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the Borough has received a check 
from the South Bergen Joint Insurance Fund for reducing its lost 
time accident frequency rate below the previous three year average 
as well as for its active participation in the 2007 safety 
incentive program.  This is the third consecutive year where the 
Borough has reduced its accident rate.  He gave Ms. Thomas credit 
for her handling on this very important subject. 
 
 He stated that the Fort Lee Film Commission is celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of Joan Crawford’s birth with a showing of 
the following free movies throughout May at 7:00 p.m. in the 
meeting room of the Fort Lee Library. 
 

1. May 5th “Women” 1939 
2. May 12th “Mildred Pierce” 1945 
3. May 20th “Torch Song” 1953 
4. May 27th “Straight Jacket” 1964 
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Councilman Sohmer – announced that the Bergen County Division of 
Senior Services is presenting a public hearing on the needs of 
senior citizens.  The hearing will be held on Thursday, May 8th at 
One Bergen County Plaza, 5th Floor, in Hackensack from 9:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m. It’s open to all senior citizens in Bergen County 
who are 60 years of age or older. 
 
 He congratulated Joan DiTieri on her upcoming special day at 
the Fort Lee Museum.  Joan was a great high school teacher and 
taught many members of his family. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy Passover. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg - stated that since March 6th the Office of 
Cultural and Heritage Affairs have been sponsoring a tribute to 
the women of Fort Lee.  This will be continuing through May 11th.  
Joan DiTieri is being honored this Sunday.  She created the Circle 
of the Arts Program and she played a large part in the town wide 
art exhibit for the Ortlip family in 2007.  On April 27th at 2:00 
p.m. a reception will be held for District #38 Assemblywoman Joan 
Voss and Parking Authority Chairwoman Kay Nest.  For further 
information regarding these events call 201-592-3663. 
 
 He stated that the proposed congestion pricing plan for New 
York City has fallen through.  He thanked State Senators Robert 
Menedez and Frank Lautenberg, District 38 Senator Robert Gordon, 
Assemblywomen Joan Voss, Connie Wagner and Congressman Steven 
Rothman for their efforts in making sure that the pricing plan did 
not go through.  He also thanked Governor Corzine who had 
threatened to sue the State of New York if the plan had been 
approved. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – announced that both the American and 
National Little Leagues will be holding their opening day 
festivities this Saturday, weather permitting.  The girl’s 
softball opening day festivities will be held on Sunday at Van 
Fleet Park beginning at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that during National Library Week 
next week, people can bring back overdo books and they will not be 
charged fines. 
 
 She wished everyone a happy Passover. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – wished television and movie actor Harry 
Morgan a happy 93rd birthday. 
 
 He also wished everyone a happy Passover. 
 
 
Mr. Grant – reminded everyone that the School Board Election will 
be held next Tuesday, April 15th from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.   
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – thanked everyone for their input with regard to 
the municipal budget and praised Ms. Thomas for her efforts. 
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 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker      Subject      Response 
 
Michael Feiler     .Fort Lee Education Foundation  Mayor Sokolich 
2157 Center Ave.     Bicycle Tour 
 
                   .Sign Ordinance                 Mayor Sokolich 
 
                   .Congestion Pricing 
Rosalind Levin     .Van Fleet Park Lights          Mayor Sokolich 
1 Wall Street                                      Mr. Sargenti 
 
                   .Signage on Commercial          Mayor Sokolich 
                     Buildings 
 
                   .Kids for Cameron Fundraiser 
 
                   .Blocked E-Mail Sites           Ms. Thomas 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:20 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



             SPECIAL MEETING 
   

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                    Wednesday, April 2, 2008 @5:05 p.m. 
 

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
Of Fort Lee was held on the above date in Executive Conference 
Room #201, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,  
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, 
             Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
           Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 
                   Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 
 
 ABSENT:   J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On March 24, 2008 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the 
Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2008. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mr. Grant read the operative portion of the special meeting. 
  
 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 
 

2. Discussion of 2008 Municipal Budget 
 
 2.  Public Participation 
 
 It is expected that action will not be taken at this meeting. 
 
 

Discussion of 2008 Municipal Budget 
 
 Mayor Sokolich noted that everyone has been working 
diligently on the budget; however, there are problems.  Certain 
ideas were being thrown out and he wanted everyone together so 
everyone could hear the same potential ideas at the same time.  He 
requested that Mr. Wielkotz give a quick overview of the budget. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz handed out a summary sheet (See Appendix (A) 
Below) 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz stated that the budget was introduced three  
weeks ago.  Appropriations are up 5.6%. The library has a 15% 
increase from last year’s number which funding for the library is 
statutory.  Short term interest rates have gone up from last year 
and the Borough has begun the Main Street/Hudson Terrace road 
widening project.  Pension, BCUA and utilities costs have all  
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increased by large amounts from last year.  These are expenses out 
of the Borough’s control.  All other discretionary spending has 
been decreased by $441,000 from last year. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that over $1,000,000 has been made in 
discretionary budget cuts. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri asked about the Borough’s debt service.   
 
 Mr. Wielkotz explained that the interest on notes that were 
borrowed in 2007 are now due.  The Borough is paying 4% for one 
year tax free notes.  The budget reflects what is being paid now.  
In addition earning rates are down. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri added that the Borough competes against other 
government bonds and that the Borough’s bond rating is very good. 
He spoke about capital expenditures and the matching of long term 
assets with long term liabilities. 
 
 Mr. Iannaconi spoke about paying down principal with regard 
to the Borough’s outstanding notes.  He added that the Borough is 
paying 4.25% for its long term bond rates. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz said that currently the municipal bond market is 
currently out of control. 
 
 Mr. Pohan spoke about refunding bonds. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz stated that the Borough would be refunding long 
term debt with long term debt.  His recommendation is to use short 
term funding for the road widening and radio communication 
projects.  He recommended not going into long term debt with the 
road project until it’s completed and he would also not bond for 
the radio project at this time because the exact cost is not 
known.    
 
 Mr. Cervieri spoke about the Borough’s debt against its 
ratables.  He would not be quick to repay loan term debt. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked what’s not obligatory to repay. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz explained that the coupons for the bonds have to 
be paid when they are due. 
 
 Discussion ensured regarding bonds and notes and whether the 
Borough should bond or continuing going with short-term notes.     
With long term bonds the Borough receives bids and accepts the 
lowest interest rate to permanently finance its projects. 
 
 Ms. Thomas concurred with Mr. Wielkotz that there is no rush 
to pay down the road improvement debt at this time.  
 
 Mr. Wielkotz stated that whether you pay down the debt this 
year or next year there will be an effect on next year’s budget.  
More interest would be paid in next year’s budget. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that he has told the public that they 
should expect their municipal taxes to be increased. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz stated that the Borough needs to know its cash 
requirements for the road improvement project.  Debt of 
$12,500,000 has been authorized so far but has to be bonded. 
 
 Mr. Iannaconi and Ms. Thomas both concurred that the Borough 
will have to borrow more money for the road improvement project. 
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 Mr. Pohan stated that this does not impact this year’s  
budget.  The notes are due in May.  The higher the interest rate 
the more it will cost in the forthcoming years. 
 
 Mr. Iannaconi explained that the entire note is $20,000,000.
  
 Mayor Sokolich asked how much is due in May. 
 

Mr. Wielkotz replied that a $4,500,000 payment is required 
which pays down the Borough’s debt service. 
 
 Ms. Thomas explained that she’s been trying to get the DEP to 
let the Borough fix its sewers rather than separate them. If the 
DEP approves the request the Borough should be able to start 
fixing sewers in the southeast section of the Borough first. 
 
 She added that the Borough has cut $1,200,000 out of its 
budget to get under the tax levy CAP. There is no wiggle room in 
the budget.  Normal items cannot be covered with this budget.  The 
Borough’s surplus is normally around $2,000,000 and with this 
budget it is down to zero.   
 
 Mr. Wielkotz spoke to Moodys about the Borough’s bond 
refunding issue. The question from Moodys was if the Borough is 
using its surplus how is the Borough going to regenerate it.  
Bergen County has a AAA rating which is one of the few AAA 
ratings.  The Borough’s rating is AA2 which is a very high bond 
rating. 
 
 Ms. Thomas explained that cutting small amounts in particular 
line items of the budget will not make a big change. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz explained that a tax point is a little more than  
$600,000 based on an average assessment of $465,000. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that condominiums not cooperatives are 
included as part of the average assessment figures; even though, a 
cooperative owner is a homeowner. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz explained that the Borough’s situation is not 
unique as that this is happening to many municipalities throughout 
the State.  The choices are to either find new revenues, lay 
people off or cut programs and services. 
 
 The Mayor and Council requested that they get an average 
price from the Tax Assessor for all of the cooperative units in 
the Borough. 
 
 Mr. Pohan stated that the Borough has no control over the 
library other then some oversight.  He believes that the library 
has more money than it actually needs. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that the Borough has transferred money from 
within the budget into the library line as required by State law. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz added that the library is included in the tax 
levy cap but is not under the appropriations CAP. 
 
 Mr. Pohan asked how the Borough should handle the 27% 
increase in its sewer bill from the BCUA.  There is a question of 
taking meritorious action and requesting injunctive relief from 
the courts. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the BCUA increase is totally 
unfair.  He has tried five times to meet with the BCUA and the 
BCUA has not been responsive.  The Borough has a combined sewer  
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system and other municipalities have a separated system. The  
Borough is now being grouped in with the separated sewer systems 
and is paying a much higher rate than it used to.  The Borough has 
a better dilution rate and the Borough’s fees should be much lower 
than the BCUA bills are reflecting.  There is a potential 
actionable claim, but at this point in time he’s not ready to file 
a lawsuit against the BCUA. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri suggested that the Borough not pay its BCUA 
bill. 
 
 Mr. Iannaconi replied that the BCUA bill is due by May 1st. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that Boswell Engineering may have to help 
the Borough out with this problem with the BCUA. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the City of Hackensack and the 
Borough of Ridgefield are in a similar situation as Fort Lee is 
with the BCUA. 
 
 Mr. Pohan stated that Boswell Engineering may have a conflict 
because they are the engineers for numerous Bergen County towns.   
 
 Mr. Goldberg suggested using an out of State engineer. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that using an out of county engineer 
should suffice.  If an out of state engineer is used they may not 
be familiar with New Jersey laws. 
 
 Ms. Kasofsky asked Ms. Thomas about the gasoline prices the 
Borough pays.  Ms. Kasofsky recommended that employees should not 
idle their vehicles. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that the Borough gets its gas within a 
county cooperative program and pays a very good price.  The 
Borough also does not pay taxes on the gasoline it purchases. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked if the governing body is looking to 
preserve people’s jobs by not laying anyone off from within the 
Borough. 
 
 The governing body as a whole concurred that they do not want 
to lay anyone off with the possible exception of the Police 
Department. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg added that decision could be based on if the 
Police Department wins its arbitration case against the Borough 
which would be costly to the Borough. 
 
 Mr. Pohan stated that the three police cars the Police 
Department requested would not purchased. 
 
 Ms. Thomas explained that the three vehicles had been 
budgeted for in 2008. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz suggested that with State Aid cuts that there 
will be phase ins and phase outs.  If the Borough’s $350,000 in 
State aid is restored then the Borough might be looking at 
reducing individual items.  New revenues need to be created.  This 
could be from commercial sewer users or from third party ambulance 
billing. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that Lee Cohen is preparing an opinion with 
regard to the ambulance billing. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz said that the Borough of Paramus is expected to  
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receive $1,000,000 in fees for ambulance billings based on the 
numbers they did last year. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough of Cliffside Park 
received $400,000 from ambulance billings of which 25% came from 
Fort Lee calls. 
 

Mr. Wielkotz stated that if the Borough started an ambulance 
billing program this year it would probably affect only surplus.  
It takes a while to get the collection process going. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg stated that municipal court revenues are down 
from last year; even though, the number of tickets that have been 
written from last year are the same. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg added that sergeants and lieutenants from the 
Police Department accumulated $256,000 in overtime last year. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer asked Mr. Iannaconi about the salary and wage 
adjustment line. 
 
 Mr. Iannaconi explained that includes unanticipated terminal 
leave and any benefits with sick time being discounted.   
 
 Mr. Sargenti left at this point in the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer asked about the $20,000 in the maintenance and 
printing lines. 
 
 Ms. Thomas spoke about the accounts and added that if the 
Mayor and Council when reviewing items have questions about 
certain line items they can be speak to her and Mr. Iannaconi.  
Any line can be reviewed. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke about the high expense of the legal 
line. 
 
 Mr. Pohan replied that line included the litigation with the 
Borough of Edgewater with regard to the flow of traffic coming up 
Route 5. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked Ms. Thomas to write a memo reminding 
department heads to stay within their budget. 
 
  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
Speaker     Subject      Response 
 
Nina Levinson         .Borough’s Total Debt        Mr. Wielkotz 
1560 West St.            
                         
 
 There being no further discussion, the special meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by 
Councilman Pohan, and carried at 6:30 p.m.  
 
          
       _____________________                        
                               Neil Grant 
                                   Borough Clerk    
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BOROUGH OF FORT LEE   
2008 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

                         SUMMARY SHEET 
                          (Appendix A) 
                           Tax 
                                               Rate 
 
Total Appropriations 2007     $59,948,939 
Total Appropriations 2008     $63,566,207 
Increase         $ 3,617,268 
Percentage                          5.69% 
Tax Levy 2007                 $49,011,392      81.70 
Tax Levy 2008                 $53,675,814      88.82 
Increase                        4,664,422       7.12 
Percentage                          9.52% 
                                              Average 
Appropriation Increases                     Assessment   
Salaries and Wages - Police       354,250     465,000 
Salaries and Wages - Other        364,892 
Health Benefits                   449,600  Tax Increase 
Other Insurance                   115,767     $331.08 
Library                           124,139 
Debt Service                      530,873 
Pension                         1,118,601 
BCUA              829,813 
Utilities                         170,000 
Other Expenses                  (-440,667) 

           3,617,268    
                                           

Revenue Reductions 
Reserve from Payment of Debt      534,544 
Court                             110,100 
Construction Fees                 179,200 
State Aid                         346,261 
                                1,170,105 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                    Thursday, March 27, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough continues to try to 
cut costs so that resident’s taxes would be impacted in the least 
possible manner.  Besides cutting taxes the Borough is exploring 
possible streams of income to offset costs and expenses.  There 
are many areas within the Borough’s budget that are non-
controllable such as collective bargaining agreements, the rise in 
waste treatment bills from the Bergen County Utilities Authority, 
and substantial State increases in the cost of pensions.  It’s a 
difficult time to be involved in municipal government.  At 
tonight’s executive session, governing body members came up with 
ways to cut the budget as well as increase revenues.  He’s not 
sure if any particular idea will come to fruition, but it’s 
important that ideas be discussed and debated.  Next week there 
will be a special meeting with the governing body to explore the 
budget.  Best efforts are being made possible to manage the budget 
during these difficult economic conditions.  He thanked his 
colleagues for their tireless efforts. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 6, 2008 
Executive Session were approved with Councilman Sargenti 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 13, 2008 
Regular Meeting were approved. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-15 - Ordinance to Accept Jurisdiction of Bigler 
Street from Bergen County 
 
     Mr. Grant explained that Bergen County has to amend some 
things with regard to this ordinance.  Economic Development 
Counsel has requested that the Borough table the Ordinance 
tonight. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, Ord. #2008-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO 
FORMALLY ACCEPT JURISDICTION AND CONTROL OVER A PORTION OF BIGLER 
STREET UPON ITS DISCONTINUANCE AND VACATION AS A COUNTY ROAD BY 
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN” was tabled on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
Ordinance #2008-18 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 22, Schedule 
IX, Placement of Stop Sign at Center Street at its Intersection 
with West Street 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 53, OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE CODE ENTITLED 
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC – SCHEDULE IX: STOP INTERSECTIONS.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that with kids 
playing in the street and cars turning from North Avenue onto West 
Street that the placement of the stop sign at Center Street is not 
enough. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
  
 
Ordinance #2008-19 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2007-6, for 
Department Heads - Fire Official/Fire Protection Sub-Code 
Official, Schedules A-1 and A-2 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-19 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2007-6 
AMENDING SALARIES AND SALARY RANGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS, 
SCHEDULES A-1 and A-2.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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Ordinance #2008-21 - Amending Chapter 316, Public Records, Article 
1, Fees for Copies and Records – CD’s and Special Requests 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-21 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 316, PUBLIC RECORDS, 
ARTICLE 1: “FEES FOR COPIES AND RECORDS” OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
  
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-9. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $3,537,745.53 
Capital                                           91,964.59    
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,179.00 
Trip Admissions                                    1,650.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         25,183.70 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,500.00 
Redemption Account                               104,938.77 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                               6,975.60 
Road Improvement Plan                          2,302,336.73 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   14,581.48 
Police Justice                                    68,375.28 
Old Police Activity                              237,188.23 
 
Total:                                        $6,395,618.91 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Budget Appropriation Transfers - $382,562.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the  Mayor and Council of the Borough of  
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Fort Lee, that the following appropriation reserve transfers are 
hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, not less than two-thirds 
of the full membership of the Governing Body concurring: 
 
From      To 
Administration O/E            Mayor & Council O/E      $    19 
 $10,000                      Borough Clerk O/E     669 
Purchasing S/W                Payroll/Data Proc. O/E     42 
   5,000                  Financial Administration O/E 9,438 
Mayor & Council S/W       Assessment of Taxes O/E   4,583 
   2,500                      Legal O/E        89,341 
Collection of Taxes O/E  Engineering S/W         686 
   6,000                 Planning Board O/E       2,882 
Assessment of Taxes S/W   Board of Adjustment O/E      1,402 
   9,500                     Emergency Management O/E         75 
Economic Development O/E      Fire Prevention O/E       1,463 
   67,000                     Public Bldgs. & Grounds O/E   2,823 
Construction Official S/W Communications - Repair O/E     565 
   33,000     General Services O/E        614 
Construction Official O/E     Auto Repair O/E      19,454 
   12,500          Board of Health O/E       1,722 
Police O/E        Senior Citizens O/E       9,837 
   81,500                     Parks & Playgrounds O/E  2,551 
Communications-Dispatch O/E   Cultural & Heritage O/E  7,622 
   12,000                     Electric O/E      130,799 
Fire Protection O/E   Sewer System O/E      12,141 
   56,000     Gasoline O/E       20,134 
Public Bldgs. & Grounds S/W   Police S/W       58,000 
    9,862     Engineering O/E               5,700 
Senior Citizen Special O/E              
   30,000            
Community Center S/W         
   11,000        
Community Center O/E     
   20,000        
Board of Health S/W 
   16,700 
 
Total:         $382,562.00    Total:                  $382,562.00  
 
 
 
CA-3 – Approving Raffle License #986 for HSA Christ the Teacher 
School 
 

WHEREAS, HSA Christ the Teacher School, 359 Whiteman Street, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application for May 
13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th and 18, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all 
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #986, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-4 – Approving Raffle License #987 for Church of the Madonna 
 

WHEREAS, Church of the Madonna, 340 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application for May 18, 2008; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all  
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respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #987, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-5 – Authorizing the Hiring of Seasonal Employees for Recreation 
Department – Termination Date June 27th 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 
date of April 1, 2008 and a termination date of June 27, 2008. 
 
 
CA-6 – Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for the Purchase of Two (2) 
New 2008 Motorcycles for the Police Department 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids for:  
 
     . Two (2) New 2008 Motorcycles for the Police Department 
 
 
CA-7 – Authorizing Participation in the Bergen County First 
Responder Identification Card Program – No Cost to the Borough 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Bergen was a designated recipient of 
United States Homeland Security Funding in Federal Fiscal years 
2004 and 2005; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Federal funding is administered through the New 
Jersey Office of the Attorney General to the Bergen County Office 
of Emergency Management; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Terrorism Task Force under the 
direction of the County Executive formulates and approves a 
spending plan for the Homeland Security Funds directed to the 
County of Bergen that is consistent with the rules and parameters 
of the specific grant and submits the spending plan to the New 
Jersey Office of the Attorney General for approval; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Terrorism Task Force recognized 
that there is no current standardized identification card for 
first responders within the County of Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to participate in 
this program for a secure, easily recognizable identification card 
for first responders; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County First Responder Identification 
Card will display the Fort Lee emergency services symbol and the  
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emergency services name; and 
 
 WHEREAS, participation in this program is at no cost to the 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this body supports a secure, easy-to-read 
identification card for our emergency services to employ, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey that the 
Borough of Fort Lee be and is hereby authorized to participate in 
this program; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Chief Thomas Ripoli be and is 
hereby authorized and directed to undertake the necessary 
municipal requirements and provide the necessary data and 
information to the County of Bergen to insure participation in 
this program. 
 
 
CA-8 – Opposing S-770 and A-1645 Mandating the Appointment of a 
Qualified Purchasing Agent 
 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING S-770 AND A-1645 MANDATING THE 
APPOINTMENT OF A QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT AND THE 

     ATTENDANT REORGANIZAION OF FORT LEE PURCHASING FUNCTIONS 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee strongly supports the 
employment of the best purchasing practices to not only ensure 
compliance with the numerous state statutes governing public 
procurement but also to obtain the most favorable pricing for 
required services and products; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee encourages and allows its 
employees to receive continuing education courses and frequent 
training to remain relevant of new statutes, changes in 
regulations and best practice procedures which encourage proper 
cost effective purchasing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Legislature has before it bills, S-770 and A-
1645, endorsed by the Purchasing Officials and no other statewide 
local government organization that would significantly impact on 
the operation of the purchasing function by requiring the 
reorganization of the purchasing function into a separate office 
not under the direct supervision of the local unit’s 
administration manager, CFO and other official; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has not experienced any 
challenges or crisis in purchasing procedures that warrants 
imposing this unfunded mandate upon local governments and 
questions what existing problem(s) it purports to fix; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee takes exception to this 
unfunded state mandate which represents an intrusion into the 
management prerogatives of local officials to organize purchasing 
functions that are in the best interests of resident taxpayers; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, S-770 and A-1645 will not reduce the cost of the 
municipal operation nor lead to better purchasing activities; 
rather these unfunded mandates will, in all probability, lead to 
higher personnel costs in the future given the mandates contained 
therein; and 
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 WHEREAS, it is unconscionable for the Legislature to impose 
another unfunded mandate during a time when Mayors and governing 
body members are focused on proposed budget cuts that will result 
in increased property taxes and the curtailment of services to 
residents, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen: 
 

1. Opposes S-770 and its companion bill A-1645 as an 
unfunded state mandate with no new or additional          
capabilities to assist towns in improving purchasing    
activities and in all probability will lead to future 
cost increases. 

 
2. Opposes S-770 and its companion bill A-1645 which change  

an existing option afforded local units into an unfunded 
mandate to appoint a qualified purchasing agent. 

 
3. Certified copies of the is resolution be forwarded to      

        Governor Jon Corzine, District 38 legislators and the NJ  
        League of Municipalities.  
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Prepare  
Specifications and Advertise for Bids or Purchase Through State 
Contract a Van for the Fire Department 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State contract for:  
 
     . A Passenger Van for the Fire Department 
 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-5. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Mr. Cervieri responded to her question. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-9) was 
approved unanimously. 
  
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the 100th anniversary of Bette 
Davis and the “Women in Film” series will conclude next Monday 
evening at the Fort Lee Library at 7:30 p.m. with a showing of 
“Jezebel” which Bette Davis won her second Oscar as best actress. 
 
      He added that also at the library on Wednesday, April 2nd 
the movie “Unfaithfully Yours” will be shown and on April 9th the 
movie “Go Johnny Go” will be played.  This will be the last movie 
shown as part of the Hollywood musical series.  Both movies will 
begin at 7:30 p.m.   
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – noted the passing of Fort Lee artist Irv 
Doktor.  He was a longtime Borough resident and the last of the 
“Cliff Artists” of Fort Lee.  He passed away on February 14th, the 
same time that another celebrated Fort Lee artist died, Paul 
Ortlip.  Irv and Paul were friends and colleagues. Irv was active  
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with the Fort Lee Artist Guild and taught an art class at the 
Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center before his death.  He 
leaves behind his wife and three children. 
 
 He stated that the next fundraiser for the Thomas Paine 
statue is April 29th at 7:30 p.m. at the Kearney House Museum at 
the Alpine Boat Basin along the Hudson River off exit 2 of the 
Palisades Interstate Parkway.  Tickets are $50.00 and the event is  
limited to twenty five attendees.  The evening is being organized 
by Eric Nelson, Palisades Interstate Park historic interpreter.  
For further information call 201-592-3663. 
 
 He announced that the Fort Lee Museum will be holding a 
“Women of Fort Lee” exhibit.  A reception honoring long time Fort 
Lee High School Teacher, Joan DiTieri, will be held on Sunday, 
April 13th at 4:00 p.m.  A second reception honoring long time 
Fort Lee High School teacher and current District 38 Assemblywoman 
Joan Voss, along with Kay Nest, Chairwoman, for a multitude of 
municipal boards and committees and who serves on the boards of 
many other civic organizations will be held on Sunday, April 27th 
at 2:00 p.m.  These receptions are open to the public.  Regular 
museum hours are 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. on weekends and by 
appointment on weekdays.  
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – spoke to an article in the New York Times 
about congestion pricing.  Many people in New York City were in 
favor of the plan; however, Assemblyman Sheldon Silver, Majority 
Leader in the Assembly, has not signed on to the plan because he 
believes New Jersey drivers should pay additional money above the 
$8.00 to get into New York City below 60th Street.  That brings 
the Borough back to having additional traffic coming through Fort 
Lee to get to the George Washington Bridge, and taxing the 
Borough’s Police Department and the Borough’s other assets. He 
encouraged everyone in this area to call Assemblyman Silver at 
212-312-1420 or at 518-455-3791 and to tell him what they think of 
his idea.  New Jersey residents who work in New York already pay 
to use the bridge, along with paying New York City taxes.  He 
added that New Jersey legislators also have to get involved to 
fight the congestion pricing plan. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti - announced that the Fort Lee Recreation 
Department’s spring bulletin is out.  It includes information 
about the summer day camp.  He recommended people to register 
early as space is limited. 
 
 He stated that in today’s Record there was a typo with 
regards to increases in the salary and wage line of the Borough’s 
budget.   
 
  
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced the following library program: 
 

1. Thursday, April 10th at 7:00 p.m. - Susan Smith of the 
Speakers Bureau of The Newark Museum will make a power 
point presentation which is an introduction to the world        
class art collection at the Newark Museum. 
 

2. Thursday, April 17th at 7;00 p.m. – Kevin Cerragno, Fort 
Lee resident has written the high school suspense 
thriller “Troubled Lives”. There will be a reading and 
book signing. 
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Councilman Cervieri -  announced that the ‘Hellenic Civic Club” 
will be holding its flag raising ceremony in honor of Greek 
Independence Day this Saturday in front of the Municipal Building 
at 11:00 a.m.  A reception will follow immediately afterwards at 
the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center. 
 
 He stated that twenty seven housing authorities nationwide 
were designated to lose up to 50% of their monies over a five-year 
period.  Out of the twenty seven programs designated to lose their 
funding, only two, the Trenton Housing Authority and the Fort Lee 
Housing Authority programs submitted applications that were deemed 
complete and successful to where they will only lose a maximum of 
5% of the dollars that they current receive federally.  
 
  He also gave the following report with regard to the Fort 
Lee Housing Authority’s Family Self Sufficiency (FSS) program.  
The FSS program has been recognized by HUD and Bergen County as a 
successful and award winning program.  FSS is a program designed 
to help low-income families to achieve an economically independent 
life.  FSS participants sign a five-year contract with the housing 
authority and work with a case manager to identify short and long-
term objectives.  FSS provides the support and financial 
assistance for families to achieve their goals.  To date Fort Lee 
has had 68 participants and in 2007 the fortieth family became a 
first time home buyer through the FSS program.  He praised the 
housing authority administrative and support staffs for their fine 
work. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that Nat Infurna, Chairman of the FSS 
Steering Committee, is being honored this Saturday as one of three 
“Men of the Year” by the “Sons of Italy”.  Nat was an aviation 
consultant before obtaining his real estate brokers license in 
1973.   
 

Mr. Cervieri read the following list of Nat’s accomplishments 
of volunteer public service, in the State of New Jersey and in 
particular, Fort Lee.  
 
  State of New Jersey  
 

1988-2004 Department of Environmental Protection – Council Member 
Division of Costal Resources, Tidelands Resource Council 
 

  Borough of Fort Lee, New Jersey 
 
  1997-Present  Ethics Board – Member & Chairman 
  1997-Present  Zoning Board of Adjustment – Member 
  1997-Present  Planning & Coordinating Committee of Family Self- 
             Sufficiency Program of the Fort Lee Housing  
                 Authority – Chairman 

1981-1989 Rent Leveling Board – Member 
1974-1981 Planning Board – Member & Vice Chairman 
 
Local Service Organizations: 
 
     American Legion Post 244 Fort Lee – Commander 
   V.F.W. Post Carolina/Barbara Fort Lee – Member 
   UNICO of Fort Lee – President 
   Rotary Club of Fort Lee – Member 
   Lions Club of Fort Lee – Member 
 
Other Organizations & Affiliations: 
 
   National Association of Realtors 
   Eastern Bergen County Board of Realtors 
   New Jersey Multiple Listing Service 
   New Jersey Aviation Hall of Fame – Charter Member 
   Quiet Birdman Organization of Aircraft Pilots of 
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   Past & Present 
   Society of Automotives Engineers  

 
 Mr. Cervieri thanked the Sons of Italy for the recognition to 
Nat as one of Fort Lee’s truly outstanding citizens. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Mr. Brito             .Quality of Life            Mayor Sokolich 
3050 Edwin Ave. 
 
Nina Levinson         .New Jersey Residents       Mr. Goldberg 
1560 West St.           Paying Fair Share of      Mr. Cervieri 
                        Taxes to New York 
                       
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:43 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                    Thursday, March 13, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    Kevin Conti, Esq., for Borough Attorney  
                    Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 
                    Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough’s 2008 municipal 
budget is going to be introduced tonight.  It is part of a 
statutory process the Borough is obliged to follow.  It’s a work-
in-progress. Every line item is looked at in hope of reducing the 
tax levy.  He explained that the Borough is in trying economic 
times.  If Governor Corzine had his way the toll roads would see 
huge increases over a period of time in order to reduce the 
State’s debt.  Whether that initiative ever comes to fruition, it 
has established that the State is in dire economic times.  The 
Borough’s pension liability has gone up immensely over the past 
six years and there is limited State aid.  The Borough’s 
wastewater bills have seen a large increase from the Bergen County 
Utilities Authority.  This is not an easy year to be in 
government.  At the last meeting a resolution was approved that 
put a hiring freeze in place.  That resolution will stay in effect 
until it’s lifted by the governing body in the form of a 
resolution.  The Borough has changes its health benefits which 
will reduce the Borough’s health cost a few hundred thousand 
dollars in the next few years.  The Borough is looking at shared 
services agreements.  Councilman Goldberg is in discussion with an 
adjacent community with regard to sharing municipal court 
services.  With regard to ongoing contract negotiations, he 
assured the public that the governing body will remain strong in 
order to save as much for the taxpayers.  Reductions in overtime 
have been put in place and the governing body has taken a pay cut.  
The budget being introduced tonight is not a final budget.  The 
budget will continue to be worked on daily until its eventual  
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adoption.  The budget will remain a challenge and that he believes 
that the Borough is committed to aggressively paying down the 
Borough’s bond indebtedness.  In the current form the Borough’s 
bond debt will be decreased by as much $8,500,000 this year.  He 
will continue his commitment to reduce the budget by as much as 
possible.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 14, 
2008 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Counciwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 28, 
2008 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Sargenti 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council, and 
carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 28, 2008 Regular 
Meeting were approved with Councilman Sargenti abstaining. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-18 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 22, Schedule 
IX, Placement of Stop Sign at Center Street at its Intersection 
with West Street 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried, Ord. #2008-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 53, OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE CODE ENTITLED VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC – SCHEDULE IX: STOP 
INTERSECTIONS,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 27, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-19 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2007-6, for 
Department Heads - Fire Official/Fire Protection Sub-Code 
Official, Schedules A-1 and A-2 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-19 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2007-6 AMENDING SALAIRES AND SALARY 
RANGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS, SCHEDULES A-1 and A-2,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
March 27, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-20 - Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget 
Appropriation Limits and  to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-
45.14) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-20 entitled, “CALENDAR YEAR 2008  
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ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND  
TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14),” was introduced 
and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
April 10, 2008. 
  
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-21 - Amending Chapter 316, Public Records, Article 
1, Fees for Copies and Records – CD’s and Special Requests 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2008-21 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 316, PUBLIC RECORDS, ARTICLE 1: “FEES FOR COPIES 
AND RECORDS” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 27, 
2008. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF 2008 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and 
appropriations (available in the office of the Borough Clerk)  
shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2008; and 
 
 Mr. Grant announced that the total amount to be raised by 
taxation is anticipated to be $53,675,814.35.  The total 
anticipated general appropriations for 2008 at introduction is 
$63,566,207.00. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said budget be published in The 
Record in the issue of March 21, 2008. 
 
 The Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby 
approve the following as the Budget for year 2008 (available in 
the office of the Borough Clerk): 
 
 The introduced budget was approved on the following roll 
call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was 
approved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
County of Bergen, on March 13, 2008.  A hearing on the Budget and 
Tax Resolution will be held at Borough Hall, on April 10, 2008 at 
8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget and 
Tax Resolution for the year 2008 may be presented by taxpayers or 
other interested persons. 
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
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 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer,  
the meeting was opened to anyone from the public who wanted to 
discuss the introduction of the municipal budget only. 
 
 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the public participation portion of the meeting related 
to the introduction of the 2008 municipal budget was closed. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer asked for a clarification regarding the Bergen 
County Utilities bill to the Borough. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied to Mr. Sohmer. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz left at this point in the meeting. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-15 - Ordinance to Accept Jurisdiction of Bigler 
Street from Bergen County 
 
     Mr. Grant explained that Bergen County is looking to amend 
some things with regard to this ordinance.  Economic Development 
Counsel has requested that the Borough postpone tonight’s public 
hearing. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing relative to Ord. #2008-15 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO FORMALLY ACCEPT JURISDICTION AND 
CONTROL OVER A PORTION OF BIGLER STREET UPON ITS DISCONTINUANCE 
AND VACATION AS A COUNTY ROAD BY THE COUNTY OF BERGEN” was 
postponed until March 27, 2008 on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
  
Ordinance #2008-16 - Bond Ordinance Providing for the Acquisition 
of Two Mini-Buses $165,000 ($160,000 Being Paid as a Contribution 
by the Port Authority) 
 
 Mr. Pohan recused himself and left the podium with regard to 
the matter. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-16 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 
ACQUISITION OF TWO MINI BUSES IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 
IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $165,000 
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $4,750 BONDS OR NOTES OF 
THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if the Borough is 
receiving two new buses will the Borough need two new employees to 
drive them. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that the buses will be part of the 
Borough’s vehicle pool.  If one bus breaks down the Borough will 
use the second bus as a backup; therefore, two buses does not mean  
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the Borough will have to hire two new employees.  The buses are 
being dedicated to be used for the pickup of passengers for ferry 
service.  The buses are being paid for by the Port Authority. 
 
 Ms. Thomas added that if the Borough had to hire additional 
drivers they would be hired through the Parking Authority. 
 
 Ms. Levinson said that the buses still require gasoline and 
maintenance. 
 
 Mr. Sargenti added that the Parking Authority’s bus fleet is 
old and it will give the Borough an opportunity to rotate the new 
buses into the older fleet of existing buses. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough looked into buying an 
energy saving green bus; however, the cost would have been the 
same as buying the two buses that the Borough has purchased.  The 
new buses are not heavy gas guzzlers.  The timing was not right to 
purchase an energy saving green bus. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Pohan 
 
 Mr. Pohan returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-17 - Refunding Bond Ordinance Providing for the 
Refunding of a Prior Bond Issue in the Amount Not Exceeding 
$6,850,000.00 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-17 “REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE 
REFUNDING OF A PRIOR BOND ISSUE OF THE BOROUGH AND APPROPRIATING 
AN AMOUNT NOT EXCEEDING $6,850,000 THEFREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED $6,850,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING 
BONDS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE FOR FINANCING THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked how much the Borough 
is going to saving on the refunding bonds. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that the Borough will be saving 
approximately $236,000 over a five-year period. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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 Mr. Cervieri requested that Mr. Iannaconi supply him a list 
of all of the Borough’s bond debt and the related interest rate 
for each of the outstanding bonds. 
 
 Mr. Iannaconi replied that he will act upon Mr. Cervieri’s 
request and that the Borough’s bond debt is available in the 
Borough’s Annual Debt Statement. 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-6. 
 
CA-1 - Approving Raffle License #985 for Hackensack Medical 
University Hospital 
 
 WHEREAS, Hackensack University Medical Center, 30 Prospect 
Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle  
application for August 17, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all 
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #985, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
 
CA-2 - Accepting Disability Retirement Notice From Judy Scioli, 
Public Safety Telecommunicator 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the approval letter for an Ordinary Disability 
Retirement from the State Division of Pensions & Benefits for Judy 
Scioli, Public Safety Telecommunicator of the Police Department’s 
Communications Center, dated February 20, 2008, is hereby accepted 
with an effective date retroactive to March 1, 2007. 
 
 
 
CA-3 - Accepting Retirement Notice From James Carney, Fire Subcode             
Official 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the retirement letter submitted by James Carney, 
Fire Official/Safety Coordinator, dated February 28, 2008, is 
hereby accepted with an effective date of retirement of March 31, 
2008. 
 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Title Change for Steven Curry from Supervising 
Protection Inspector/Fire Safety Specialist to Fire Official/Fire 
Protection Subcode Official - $95,000 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, Steven Curry has been serving as Acting Fire 
Official, and the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
have authorized a title change for Steven Curry to Fire 
Official/Fire Protection Subcode Official, effective March 17, 
2008; and 
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WHEREAS, Steven Curry will move into the Department Head 
Bargaining Unit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Steven Curry’s base salary shall be $95,000, 
retroactive to January 2, 2008, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department 
of Personnel. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing the Borough’s Consent to the Proposed Northeast 
Water Quality Management (WQM) Plan Amendment Entitled:Bergen 
County Utilities Authority Wastewater Management Plan, Dated March 
2007 
 
     A RESOLUTION CONSENTING TO THE PROPOSED NORTHEAST WATER 
 QUALITY MANAGEMENT (WQM) PLAN AMENDMENT ENTITLED: 
     BERGEN COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT   
     PLAN, MARCH 2007 
 

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Utilities Authority (BCUA) desires 
to provide for the orderly development of wastewater facilities 
within its wastewater planning area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) requires that proposed wastewater treatment and 
conveyance facilities and wastewater treatment services areas, as 
well as related subjects, be in conformance with an approved WQM 
plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the NJDEP has established the WQM plan amendment 
procedure as the method of incorporating unplanned facilities into 
a WQM plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a proposed WQM plan amendment noticed in the New 
Jersey Register on February 19, 2008, for the Bergen County 
Utilities Authority Wastewater Management Plan, dated March 2007, 
has been prepared by Malcolm Pirnie, Inc., 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 13th day of March, 
2008, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 

1. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby consents to the amendment  
entitled: Bergen County Utilities Authority Wastewater 
Management Plan, dated March 2007, and publicly noticed 
on February 19 2008, prepared by Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. for 
the purpose of its incorporation into the applicable WQM 
plan(s). 
 

 2. This consent shall be submitted to the NJDEP in      
accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4. 

 
 
CA-6 - Amending Contract With Administrative Purchasing            
Consultants, Fort Lee, New Jersey, for Additional Services 
Performed at the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center – $7,500 
 
          RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AMENDING THE  
        CONTRACT WITH ADMINISTRATIVE PURCHASING CONSULTANTS  
        FOR THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL PURCHASING   
        CONSULTING SERVICES 
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 WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain the services of a 
purchasing consultant to conduct procurements of goods and 
services on behalf of the Borough during 2008; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same are to be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of said services requires knowledge of 
an advanced type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution adopted on January 24, 2008, 
the Mayor and Council of the Borough appointed Administrative 
Purchasing Consultants (“Consultants”) to serve as the Borough’s 
purchasing consultant during 2008; and 
 

WHEREAS, the professional purchasing consulting services to 
be performed by Consultants are professional services and this 
contract was awarded without competitive bidding as a 
“professional service” pursuant to and in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., requires that the resolution awarding a contract without 
competitive bidding for professional services and the contract 
itself must be available for public inspection; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of engaging Consultants to 

perform additional services with regard to the Richard A. Nest 
Senior Citizens Center; and 
 

WHEREAS, Consultants is qualified and experienced in 
providing professional purchasing consulting services; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A:20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough solicited qualified statements from 
firms in response to the Borough’s Request for Qualifications 
pursuant to the “State Pay to Play” law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1, et 
seq., and previously determined that retaining the purchasing 
consulting services of Consultants was advantageous to the 
Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough desires to amend its contract with 

Consultants to reflect the additional services to be rendered and 
the compensation to be paid thereof; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose; and 
 
WHEREAS, the award of this contract amendment is necessary 

for the Borough’s efficient operation, 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 



Regular Meeting                                     March 13, 2008 
                                                           Page #9 
 
 1. That the contract for professional purchasing consulting 
services with Administrative Purchasing Consultants be and is 
hereby amended to include additional services to be performed at 
the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens Center, subject to such 
additional  compensation as set forth below. 
  

2. That the Borough shall pay to Consultants for the 
additional professional purchasing consulting services at the 
Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens Center the annual amount of $7,500 
and such additional compensation shall be paid upon submission by 
Consultants to the Borough of a monthly written statement in the 
form of a duly verified voucher, setting forth the nature of the 
legal services rendered and the amount due for same. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney is hereby 
directed to prepare an amendment to the contract providing for 
additional services and compensation as authorized herein and the 
Mayor and Clerk are authorized to execute the contract amendment.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the amendment of the 
contract for professional purchasing consulting services.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the contract amendment shall be 
available for public inspection in the Office of the Borough 
Clerk.  

 
 Nina Levinson, questioned CA-5 and CA-6.   
 
 Ms. Thomas responded to her inquiries. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-6) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan -  announced the following Fort Lee Film 
Commission events and programs in the month of March. 
 
 1. Every Monday in March at the Fort Lee Library beginning at           
     7:30 p.m. there will be a Bette Davis film shown.  This          
         program is in celebration of her 100th anniversary of her   
         birth. 
 
         a. March 17th – “The Catered Affair” (1956) 
         b. March 24th – “Mr. Skeffington” (1944) 
         c. March 31st – “Jezebel” (1938) 
 
      2. Wednesdays in March at the library and continuing through 
April 9th beginning at 7:30 p.m. Hollywood musicals will be shown. 
The movies are as follows: 
      
     a. March 26th – “New Orleans” (1947)  
         b. April 2nd – “Unfaithfully Yours” (1948) 
         c. April 9th – “Go Johnny Go” (1958) 
 
 All of these films are hosted by the Record’s movie critic 
Jim Beckerman. 
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Councilman Sohmer – stated that he and Mayor Sokolich, along with  
Councilman Sargenti, attended a brunch for the Fort Lee Jr. 
Bridgemen Football League.  The kids had a great time and Mario 
Jacovino did a great job emceeing the event.  He congratulated 
Joseph Surace who has volunteered his time for thirty years to the 
football league.  
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – announced that Congressman Steven Rothman 
will be holding a town hall meeting in Fort Lee on Monday, March 
17th in the Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  The event is open to 
everyone and there will be a question and answer period as part of 
his presentation. 
 
 He wished James Carney, who served the Borough for many 
years, good luck in his retirement. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – stated that the Recreation Department’s new 
spring bulletin is out. 
 
 He added that the Recreation Department is accepting 
employment applications for summer camp counselors and wading pool 
attendants.  Children who wish to apply for a recreation summer 
position must be fifteen years old by June 30th.  Applications are 
available at 309 Main Street, Administration Office, 2nd Floor, 
and must be returned by May 5th. 
 
 He urged residents to be careful when driving their vehicles 
in the street where kids might be playing in the street now that 
the weather is getting nicer and daylight savings time in effect. 
 
 He announced that the Teacher’s Association will be holding 
its thank-you dinner to the PTA school members as well as the 
volunteer coaches at the Fort Lee Recreation Center on Sunday, 
March 30th at 12:30 p.m.   
 
 He said that he and Mayor Sokolich attended a recent Board of 
Education meeting which discussed how the Board of Education has 
handled and will continue to handle emergency situations.  It was 
a well-attended meeting with a lot of interaction. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – stated that he’s satisfied in light of recent 
events that there is an appropriate protocol in place to deal with 
any emergency situation that may occur in the school system. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – had no report. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that Fort Lee’s School Resource 
Officer is Patrick Kissane.  He recently instructed other school 
resource officers throughout Bergen County with regard to protocol 
and procedures to be used in the school system in case of 
emergencies.   
 
 On behalf of the Mayor and Council, he expressed his 
condolences to the family of Louie Yocovelli, Fort Lee Police 
Officer, on the passing of his father, John, a former Borough 
employee. 
 
 He stated that at the next meeting he will be giving a report 
on the Fort Lee Housing Authority, FSS Program.  It’s a very 
successful program that has been run in Fort Lee for many years  
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and is recognized throughout the country.  It’s a program that 
helps people get off welfare and makes them self-sufficient.  The 
FSS program teaches job and parenting skills.  There are many very 
dedicated people in the Fort Lee Housing Authority who have helped 
many people achieve success.  He recognized Kay Nest for all of 
the fine work that she has done as a longtime board member for the 
housing authority. 
 
 He announced that there are six candidates running for three 
school board positions at the Tuesday, April 15th, Fort Lee School 
Board Election.  School candidates night will be sponsored by the 
United Homeowners and will take place on Wednesday, March 26th at 
the Lewis F. Cole Middle School. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy St. Patrick’s Day. 
 
 
Mr. Grant – stated that the last day to register in order to be 
eligible to vote in the school board election is Tuesday, March 
25th.  The Borough Clerk’s office will be open until 9:00 p.m. to 
register voters.  For further information call 201-592-3546 ext 
1505. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson         .Coins/Adjustments to       Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St.           Parking Meters            Mr. Sargenti 
                                                  Mr. Sohmer 
 
Mr. Brito             .Spirit of Cooperation 
3050 Edwin Ave. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:38 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, February 28, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that it’s important to express to the 
public and to the Borough employees that over the last two months 
the Borough has been diligently looking over its budget and going 
through its contracts and trying to investigate in an attempt to 
maintain some level of spending in the town.  Everyone has been 
reading about Governor Corzine’s State budget and his plan to 
increase the tolls exponentially over the course of ten to twenty 
years.  The State’s situation is a very serious matter that has 
made its way down to Bergen County and ultimately the Borough.  
Fort Lee is in a budget crisis.  The Borough has to look at 
everything that it can do to keep spending and expenses down. It’s 
a difficult chore to try to accomplish saving money and not affect 
the quality of life for the Borough’s residents.  The Borough 
could collect garbage once a week and save 50% percent on its 
garbage contract, but it’s not something that anyone on the 
governing body is prepared to do.  There has to be a balance 
between quality of life and fiscal prudence. 

 
He added that a resolution is going to be approved tonight by 

the governing body which is going to impose a hiring freeze on all 
positions within the Borough.  This freeze will be in effect until 
the resolution is lifted.  It’s being done for several reasons.  
The Borough is not in a position to hire new employees and it’s 
symbolic in a sense that it sends everyone a message that the 
Borough is in a financial crunch. The Borough is trying to limit 
any increases in its tax bills.  In addition there will be no 
raises other than the collectively bargained contractual raises 
and that will also be in effect until the resolution is lifted.   
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He closed by stating that it’s a new culture in the Borough.  
The Borough is trying to control spending the best that it can and 
the hiring freeze may seem drastic but he believes it’s a 
necessary step to put the Borough in the right direction.  
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 7, 
2008 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-16 - Bond Ordinance Providing for the Acquisition 
of Two Mini-Buses $165,000 ($160,000 Being Paid as a Contribution 
by the Port Authority) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008-16 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TWO MINI BUSES IN AND BY THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $165,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$4,750 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
March 13, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-17 - Refunding Bond Ordinance Providing for the 
Refunding of a Prior Bond Issue in the Amount Not Exceeding 
$6,850,000.00 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-17 entitled, “REFUNDING BOND 
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING OF A PRIOR BOND ISSUE OF THE 
BOROUGH AND APPROPRIATING AN AMOUNT NOT EXCEEDING $6,850,000 
THEFREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED $6,850,000 
GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE FOR 
FINANCING THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
March 13, 2008. 
   
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-12 – Amending Chapter 261, Section 31J, Land Use      
Procedures – Notice Requirements for Hearings – Updated   
Telephone Number and Sign Measurements   
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 261 LAND USE PROCEDURES, SECTION 31 NOTICE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR HEARING, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
  
Ordinance #2008-13 – Vacating Service Street and Portions of Hoyt  
Avenue and Central Road 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer  
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2008-
13 entitled, “ORDINANCE VACATING SERVICE STREET AND PORTIONS OF 
HOYT AVENUE AND CENTRAL ROAD IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked with projects are  
involved with each of the vacation ordinances which also includes 
Ordinance #2008-14. 
 

Ms. Thomas explained that this ordinance relates to the Port 
Authority’s placement of a ramp from the Palisades Interstate 
Parkway into the lower level of the George Washington Bridge and 
that Ordinance #2008-14 relates to the Main Street/Hudson Terrace 
road improvement project. 
 
 Mr. Sokolich stated that Ordinance #2008-13 is not related to 
the Centuria project. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-14 – Vacating a Portion of Bruce Reynolds 
Boulevard Formerly Known AS Bridge Plaza South and South Marginal 
Road 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-14 “ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF BRUCE REYNOLDS 
BOULEVARD, FORMERLY KNOWN AS BRIDGE PLAZA SOUTH AND SOUTH MARGINAL 
ROAD IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
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 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Golbderg, Sohmer, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-15 - Ordinance to Accept Jurisdiction of Bigler 
Street from Bergen County 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing relative to Ord. #2008-15 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO FORMALLY ACCEPT JURISDICTION AND 
CONTROL OVER A PORTION OF BIGLER STREET UPON ITS DISCONTINUANCE 
AND VACATION AS A COUNTY ROAD BY THE COUNTY OF BERGEN” was 
postponed until March 13, 2008 on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Goldberg, Sohmer, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
  

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-11. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
Current                                 $16,995,768.07 
Capital                                          108,914.27 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,028.70 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         39,418.01 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,067.48 
Redemption Account                               163,168.25 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
Road Improvement Plan                            608,550.32  
Cop Card Donation                                  1,019.19 
Police Treasury                                    7,367.00 
Police Justice                                    38,013.46 
 
Total:                                       $17,967,314.75 
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CA-2 - Approving a Special Two Year Bingo License for the 475 Main 
Street Club 
 
 A special two year bingo license for the 475 Main Street Club 
was approved. 
 
CA-3 - Approving Change Order #1 for Arnold’s Road, Inc., East 
Brunswick, New Jersey, for the Borough’s 2006 Road Improvement 
Program - $26,481.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 

 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:               2006 Road Improvement Project 
                                      
ENGINEER:                           Boswell McClave Engineering 
 
CONTRACTOR:                         Arnold’s Roads, Inc, 
                                    P.O. Box 7495 
                                    East Brunswick, NJ. 08816 
 
CHANGE ORDER #:                     1 
 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:             $259,355.00 
 
COST OF CHANGE ORDER                $ 26,481.00 
 
NEW CONTRACT SUM:            $285,836.00 
 
NATURE OF CHANGES:                  Reflect on As-Built 
                                 
CONTRACT #:                         2644-006 
 
CA-4 - Urging the State Legislature to Exempt Title 59 Entities  
From Any Expansion of the Wrongful Death Statute 
 

WHEREAS, liability claims against municipalities are already 
increasing 10% per year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed revisions to the Wrongful Death Statute 
will add another 6% to 10% to this cost; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under the current wrongful death law, family members 
can already collect substantial compensation for actual losses 
such as medical bills and lost income as well as loss of 
companionship; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this bill will also allow juries to award 
substantial additional compensation for “emotional distress”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this bill is contrary to the principles of Title 59; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, without the limitations in Title 59, it would be 
very difficult for state, county and local government to respond 
to a wide range of emergency situations, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Fort Lee of 
the County of Bergen that we urge the state legislature to exempt 
Title 59 entities from any expansion of the Wrongful Death 
Statute; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent 
to the Senator and Assembly Members in District 38, Governor  
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Corzine, Senate President Richard J. Codey and Assembly Speaker  
Joseph Roberts Jr. 
 
 
CA-5 - Approving Person-to-Person/Place-to-Place Liquor License 
Transfer from Tai Kai Enterprises, LLC (Inactive) to Gam Na  
Moo, Inc. at 1645 Lemoine Avenue 
 
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 
person/place-to-place transfer of plenary retail consumption 
license 0219-33-030-004, heretofore issued to Tai Kai Enterprises, 
LLC, (Inactive); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Police 
Department, Building Inspector and the Fire Inspector, 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for the person-to-person portion of the transfer from 
the State of New Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of 
Taxation, Trenton, New Jersey, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing 
Body does hereby approve the person-to-person/place-to-place 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to  
Gam Na Moo, Inc. located at 1645 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey 07024, effective February 28, 2008 and does hereby direct 
the Borough Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 
ownership. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Advertise for Bids  
or Purchase Through State Contract a Vehicle for the Building 
Department and Fire Department 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State Contract:  
 
     . One (1) Vehicle for the Building Department 
     . One (1) Vehicle for the Fire Department 
 
 
CA-7 - Rejecting Bid and Authorizing Rebid of the Lease of Certain  
Borough Property 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE REJECTION OF ALL BIDS AND 
       RE-BIDDING FOR THE LEASE OF BOROUGH PROPERTY 
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 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to lease for a period of five years certain real 
property owned by the Borough and specifically known and 
designated as Block 4701, Lot 2 on the Tax Assessment Map of the 
Borough, measuring approximately 3,000 square feet (“Property”); 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, having publicly solicited bids on January 23, 2008 
for the lease of the Property, the Borough received a single bid 
on February 5, 2008, from the following bidder: 
 
 B.L.M. Holding Corporation & Aster  
 Corporation, d/b/a Plaza Diner (“BLM”) $2,000.00 annually                     
 
; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by BLM, and 
determined that BLM failed to submit a consent of surety from an 
approved surety company, licensed to do business in New Jersey, in 
accordance with the requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 

 
WHEREAS, the failure to submit a consent of surety from a 

surety company meeting the minimum qualifications set forth in the 
Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non-
complying and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 

WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a consent of surety in compliance 
with the requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and 
non-waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without 
any possibility of being cured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, notwithstanding BLM’s failure to submit a consent 
of surety, the Borough has determined that the Bid Specifications 
need to be substantially revised to reflect, among other things, a 
greater minimum annual lease value for the Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 specifically provides a list 
of six reasons for a governmental entity to reject all bids, 
including that the contracting unit wants to substantially revise 
the bid specifications; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the sole bid of BLM should be rejected pursuant to 
and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 as 
the Borough intends to substantially revise the Bid Specifications 
for the lease of the Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of leasing the Property as 
the lease is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the sole bid of BLM shall be and is hereby rejected 
pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-13.2 as the Borough intends to substantially revise the Bid 
Specifications for the lease of the Property. 
   
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and/or 
the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant shall be and is hereby 
directed to review and revise the Bid Specifications, and re-bid 
the lease of the Property pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law and the Local Lands 
and Buildings Law as the award of this contract is necessary for 
the efficient operation of the Borough.; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the sole 
bidder shall be returned in accordance with the requirements of 
the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-8 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Land Use LLC, New  
York, New York for a Professional Planning Study (Phase II)                
With Regard to the Borough’s High Density Housing – Fee Not to 
Exceed $52,000               
 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
      PROFESSIONAL PLANNING AND CONSULTING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed planner to 
provide planning and consulting services with regard to the 
Borough’s high density housing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Land 
Use, LLC. (“Land Use”) to perform such professional planning and 
consulting services in accordance with its proposal, dated 
September 28, 2007, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Land Use possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional planning and 
consulting services related to the Borough’s high density housing; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional planning and consulting 
services to Land Use in accordance with the procedures mandated 
under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law further provides 
that a contract for the provision of professional services may be 
awarded without public bidding, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the professional planning and consulting services 
will be performed by Land Use for an amount not to exceed 
$52,000.00, which amount exceeds the threshold of $17,500 under 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 
seq., and, therefore, the contract is subject to the provisions of 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
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WHEREAS, the receipt of a proposal from Land Use to provide 
professional planning and consulting services was pursuant to a 
non-fair and open process in accordance with the provisions of New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, Land Use is required to complete and submit prior 

to the award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure 
Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder 
Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certification, certifying that it has not made any reportable 
contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough 
in the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from 
making any reportable contributions through the term of the 
contract; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 
by Land Use and shall be placed and maintained on file at the 
office of the Borough Clerk; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional planning and consulting services related to the 
Borough’s high density housing is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 
the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, as follows: 
 
 1. That Land Use shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform professional planning and consulting services related to 
the Borough’s high density housing, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated September 28, 2007, attached hereto and made a 
part hereof. 
 
 2. That Land Use is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Security Structures, Inc., Basking Ridge, New  
Jersey to Make Emergency Repairs to the Field House at Van Fleet 
Park – $43,650.00 
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
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        FORT LEE AWARDING AN EMERGENCY CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION 
        OF REPAIRS TO THE FIELD HOUSE AT VAN FLEET PARK 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists an emergency condition that 
potentially threatens the health, safety and welfare of citizens 
of the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for the provision of repairs to the Field 
House at Van Fleet Park; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., and specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6, provides that an 
emergency contract may be negotiated or awarded without public 
advertising for bids and bidding, notwithstanding that the contract 
price will exceed the bid threshold, when an emergency affecting 
the public health, safety or welfare requires the immediate 
performance of services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6 establishes a procedure for the 
award of an emergency contract that requires a written notification 
as to the need for the performance of the contract, the nature of 
the emergency, the time of its occurrence and the need to award an 
emergent contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of a public bidding process, on July 
22, 2004, pursuant to Resolution CA-14, the Borough awarded a 
contract to Security Structures, Inc. (“Security”) for the 
construction of the Field House at Van Fleet Park; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Administrator received a written 
notification from the Police Department as to the need for the 
provision of repairs to the Field House at Van Fleet Park by 
Security as the company that originally constructed the Field House 
to the Borough’s satisfaction; and   
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, the 
Borough has declared an emergency and solicited a quotation from 
Security for the provision of repairs to the Field House at Van 
Fleet Park (the “Work”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, in response to the emergent solicitation, Security 
submitted a proposal, which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and 
incorporated herein by reference, to the Borough to provide the 
required Work in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth 
in a contract to be executed by the parties; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Security is engaged in the business of performing 
such Work and has demonstrated it competency from time to time with 
respect to the construction of the Field House for the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, after evaluation of the 
proposal submitted pursuant to the emergent solicitation, have 
determined that Security is competent and qualified to perform the 
Work and that Security’s proposal represents the lowest cost to the 
Borough for the requisite Work, and has decided to award an 
emergent contract to Security; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of an emergency contract to the 
Contractor is necessary for the protection of the health, safety 
and welfare of the public and for the Borough’s efficient 
operations;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Finance Officer’s Certificate 
of Availability of Funds is on file with the Borough Clerk, 
indicating that funds are available for this contract through  
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an insurance reimbursement,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 1. That Security Structures, Inc. be and is hereby awarded 
a contract in the amount of $43,650.00 based upon having 
constructed the Field House and having submitted a responsible 
estimate for the  provision of repairs to the Field House at Van 
Fleet Park. 
 
 2. That the Mayor be and are hereby authorized to execute 
an agreement with Security Structures, Inc. in accordance with its 
estimate. 
 
 3. That notice of the contract award be published in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the contract for the 
provision of repairs to the Field House at Van Fleet Park from an 
insurance reimbursement; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract be made available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing the Execution of an Agreement Between the 
State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation, and the Borough 
of Fort Lee With Regard to the Route 9W Ramps at I95 Construction 
Project 
 
     RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT   
     BETWEEN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF  
     TRANSPORTATION AND BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  
 
 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey intends to construct Route 
9W Ramps at I95 within the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the project proposed by the State of New Jersey 
Department of Transportation may require the use of municipal 
police for work zone safety operations supplementing the traffic 
control plan established under the contract for construction of 
the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation 
has requested that the Borough of Fort Lee enter into a Police 
Agreement and Statement of Costs for Traffic Directors.  The costs 
incurred by the Borough of Fort Lee Police in connection with the 
project shall be paid directly to the Borough of Fort Lee by the 
State of New Jersey Department of Transportation pursuant to an 
agreement attached hereto. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen and the State of New 
Jersey, that Mayor Mark J. Sokolich of the Borough is hereby 
authorized to execute an agreement between the State of New Jersey 
Department of Transportation and the Borough of Fort Lee to 
provide for the direct payment to the Borough of costs incurred on 
the Route 9W Ramps at I95 construction project(s) for municipal 
police services in the form attached hereto. 
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CA-11 - Authorizing a Hiring Freeze in the Borough 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
recognize the severe fiscal constraints now facing the Borough in 
its Budget formation and the monetary burden on the Borough’s 
taxpayers; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
agree that a hiring freeze is necessary due to said severe fiscal 
restraints, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 

1. The Borough of Fort Lee will not hire any new employees 
(seasonal employees excepted). 

 
2. The Borough of Fort Lee will not fill positions when an  

Employee leaves the employment of the Borough. 
 

3. The Borough of Fort Lee will not grant any voluntary 
raises that are not contractually required. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution will take effect  

immediately and will remain in full force and effect until it is 
resolved to the contrary. 
 
 Louise Brito, 3050 Edwin Avenue, questioned CA-4. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich and Mr. Cervieri responded to Ms. Brito. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-8, CA-11,  
CA-10 and R-3. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Mayor Sokolich replied to CA-8.  Mayor 
Sokolich spoke to CA-11.  Messrs. Cervieri and Sohmer responded to  
CA-10, and Mr. Goldberg spoke to R-3. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-11) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 – Amending Temporary Capital Budget Amendment (Acquisiton of 
Mini-Buses 
 
 Mr. Pohan recused himself on this matter. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the 
2008 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting 
therein the following project, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The 2008 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough 
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule 
to read as follows: 
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Temporary Capital Budget of the 
Borough of Fort Lee 
County of Bergen 

Projects Scheduled for 2008 
Method of Financing 

 
                                       Capital 
        Est.                Improvement     
Project      Costs       Grants    Fund         Bonds 
 
Acquisition of     $165,000    160,000    250         4,750 
 Mini-Buses 
 
 Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to 
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of 
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State  
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this 
project for 2008 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 
2008 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Pohan 
 
 
R-2 - Appointing DeCotiis, FitzPatrick, Cole & Wisler, Teaneck,  
New Jersey, as Bond Counsel for 2008 
   
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AWARDING A FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT TO 
      DECOTIIS, FITZPATRICK, COLE & WISLER, LLP FOR BOND  
      COUNSEL SERVICES  

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee (the 

“Borough”) to engage the services of an attorney and/or law firm to 
represent the Borough as Bond Counsel in various matters; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, such services 
are recognized as “professional services,” as same shall be performed 
by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, whose 
practice is regulated by law, and the performance of such services 
requires knowledge of and advanced type in a field of learning acquired 
by a prolonged formal course of specialized instruction in study; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the Borough may 
not award contracts with a value in excess of $17,500.00 to a business 
entity which has made reportable contributions in excess of $300.00, in 
the aggregate, to the member municipality’s political parties or to any 
candidate’s committee of any person serving in an elective public 
office of the member municipality when such contract was awarded, 
unless said business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and 
open process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following:  (1) 
public advertisement of a Request for Qualifications (hereinafter the 
“RFQ”) with ten (10) calendar days notice prior to the receipt of 
responses to the RFQ; (2) award of contract under a process that 
provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award of 
contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in writing, by  
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the public entity prior to the solicitation of qualifications; and (4) 
the public entity shall publicly open and announce the qualifications 
when awarded; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough previously solicited responses from firms and 
persons interested in providing Bond Counsel services pursuant to a 
“fair and open” process as described above, with a return date of 
December 21, 2007; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received a timely and complete response from 
the law firm of DeCotiis, FitzPatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP, including a 
Business Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action Compliance 
Statement; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s review team has determined that DeCotiis, 
FitzPatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP has complied with the requirements of 
the RFQ and has deemed them to be qualified to provide the 
aforementioned Bond Counsel services to the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DeCotiis, FitzPatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP will provide 
said Bond Counsel services to the Borough only when requested by the 
Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, funds will be available by the way of the municipal 
budget or pursuant to a bond ordinance or bond ordinances to compensate 
the Bond Counsel, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
DeCotiis, FitzPatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP, 500 Frank W. Burr 

Blvd., Suite 31, Teaneck, NJ, 07666 is hereby retained to represent the 
Borough of Fort Lee as Bond Counsel in various matters as requested by 
the Borough; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond Counsel 

for the year 2008 shall be pursuant to the proposed Fee Agreement 
(attached and available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) to be 
entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a qualified 
newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
  
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
R-3 - Authorizing the Borough to Make Application to the Local   
Finance Board Pursuant to N.S.J.A. 40A:2-51 With Regard to 
Refunding Bond Ordinance #2008-17  
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE MAKING 
APPLICATION TO THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:2-51 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen and 

State of New Jersey  (the “Borough”) desires to make application 
to the Local Finance Board for its review and/or approval of a 
proposed ordinance authorizing the issuance of refunding bonds to  
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refund certain outstanding bonds of the Borough; 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough believes that: 
 

(a) it is in the public interest to accomplish such purpose; 
 

(b) said purpose or improvements are for the health, 
welfare, convenience or betterment of the inhabitants of the 
Borough; 

 
(c) the amounts to be expended for said purpose or 
improvements are not unreasonable or exorbitant; and 

 
(d) the proposal is an efficient and feasible means of 
providing services for the needs of the inhabitants of the 
Borough and will not create an undue financial burden to be 
placed upon the Borough. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, as 
follows: 
 

Section 1.  The application to the Local Finance Board is 
hereby approved, and the Borough's bond counsel and auditor, along 
with other representatives of the Borough, are hereby authorized 
to prepare such application and to represent the Borough in 
matters pertaining thereto. 
 

Section 2.  The Clerk of the Borough is hereby directed to 
file a copy of the proposed ordinance with the Local Finance Board 
as part of such application. 
 

Section 3.  The Local Finance Board is hereby respectfully 
requested to consider such application and to record its approval 
as provided by the applicable New Jersey Statute. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
R-4 – Amending Temporary Capital Budget (Refunding Bonds) 
  
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the 
2008 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting 
therein the following project, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The 2008 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough 
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule 
to read as follows: 
 

Temporary Capital Budget of the 
Borough of Fort Lee 
County of Bergen 

Projects Scheduled for 2008 
Method of Financing 
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                                        Capital 
        Est.                Improvement     
Project      Costs       Grants    Fund         Bonds 
 
Refunding Bonds  $6,850,000      0         0          6,850,000 
  
 Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to 
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of 
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State  
 
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this 
project for 2008 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 
2008 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that everyone needs to understand the 
extent of the budget problem. Six years ago when the stock market 
was very flush this town and every other town was making zero 
contributions to the State pension fund. Since that time in 2001-
2002 the stock market took a severe drop.  Everyone then realized 
the pension funds were not as over funded as they appeared to be.  
The pensions are now vastly under funded. This is not only a 
problem in the State of New Jersey, it’s a problem with Fortune 
500 companies as well.  The collective under funding of pensions 
is in the billions.  As a result of this and other things the 
State is in a budget crisis.  The Borough of Fort Lee and all of 
the other municipalities in New Jersey have to come up with 
hundreds of millions of dollars to make up for the under funding 
in the State pension system.  In the last five years the Borough’s 
contribution to the State pension system has increased from zero 
dollars to $565,000 to $1,000,000, to $1,500,000, to $2,000,000 
and in 2008 the cost will be $3,100,000. This is over a one 
million increase from last year alone, and is almost 2% of the 
Borough’s budget without touching any other item.  In addition the 
Borough’s sewer assessment which the Borough has no control over 
is going up over $800,000.  With 3.5% salary contractual 
increases, the Borough will be doing everything it can to mitigate 
the effects of these increases.  It’s a serious problem and Fort 
Lee is not alone.  This is where the world is today and he along 
with the Mayor and governing body will have to deal with it the 
best that it can.   
 
  Mr. Pohan announced the following free Fort Lee Film 
Commission events and programs in the month of March. 
 
 1. Every Monday in March at the Fort Lee Library beginning at           
     7:30 p.m. there will be a Bette Davis film shown. 
       
         a. March 3rd – “Dangerous” (1935)   
         b. March 10th – “The Petrified Forest” (1936) 
         c. March 17th – “The Catered Affair” (1956) 
         d. March 24th – “Mr. Skeffington” (1944) 
         e. March 31st – “Jezebel” (1938) 
 
      2. Wednesdays in March at the library and continuing through 
April 9th beginning at 7:30 p.m. Hollywood musicals will be shown. 
The movies are as follows: 
 
     a. March 5th – “42nd Street” (1933) 
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         b. March 12th – “Stormy Weather” (1943) 
     c. March 26th – “New Orleans” (1947)  
         d. April 2nd – “Unfaithfully Yours” (1948) 
         e. April 9th – “Go Johnny Go” (1958) 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – commended the Borough workers for the great 
job they did clearing the snow last Friday.  He reminded residents 
that if they live on a street where parking is prohibited when it 
snows to remove their vehicles.  It’s tough to get plows through 
the streets to clean them when cars are parked on some of the 
smaller streets. 
 
 He stated that since the last meeting when he had mentioned 
that Paul Ortlip was very sick that Paul has since passed away. He 
offered his, along with the Mayor and Council’s condolences, to 
the family of Paul Ortlip.  He was the unofficial artist for the 
Borough and many of his paintings can be seen throughout the 
Borough. 
 
 He stated that the Bergen County Utilities Authority has 
various recycling dates for diverse types of recyclable items 
throughout the year. Brochures are available in the Borough 
Clerk’s office which states the type, date, location and time of 
each recycling event. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – had no report. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – reiterated Mr. Sohmer’s comments that the 
Borough employees did a great job during last Friday’s snow storm. 
 
 He added that the Police Department also sent out phone 
messages to the resident’s homes reminding them to move their 
vehicles off of the public roadways or that they would be ticketed 
and/or towed.   
 
 He stated that the Teacher’s Association will be having a 
thank-you dinner to the PTA school members as well as the 
volunteer coaches at the Fort Lee Recreation Center on Sunday, 
March 30th at 12:30 p.m.   
 
 He said that the Fire Department sent him information 
regarding three calls that they responded to at Fairview Lane, 3 
Horizon House and 4 Horizon Road.  The Fire Department members are 
all volunteers who receive a small stipend for making a certain 
percentage of calls.  He along with Councilman Sohmer attended a 
demonstration last Sunday on fire rescues.  He participated in a 
demonstration for a new rescue system called the North American 
Rescue System (NARS).  He was hooked up to a device that lets a 
fireman escape through a window if there is no other egress to 
safely get out or away from a fire.   
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that influenza is widespread and 
that the Health Department still has flu vaccines available for 
anyone who wants one.  The Health Department can be reached at 
201-592-3510 ext. 1510.   
 
 She stated that the professional twosome know as the Acoustic 
Duo will be performing at the library on Saturday, March 1st at 
3:00 p.m.  They play retro style music from the 1960’s and 1970’s. 
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Councilman Cervieri – stated that the Bergen County Home Ownership 
Center will be offering free workshops for first time home buyers 
on March 8th, March 15th and March 29th from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 
noon at the Bergen County Learning Center, One Bergen County 
Plaza, Hackensack, New Jersey, 4th Floor.  Different segments of 
home ownership are covered at each of the scheduled March events. 
People can register by calling 201-336-7200 or by writing to the 
Bergen County Home Ownership Center. 
 
 He stated that if residents do not have a driveway and there 
is snow residents can park in the various municipal parking lots. 
Residents should contact the Parking Authority who will then 
provide transportation from the parking lots to the resident’s 
homes.    
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Maxim Almenas         .Teachers Association       Mr. Sargenti 
Record Staff Writer     Luncheon 
Hackensack, NJ  
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:45 p.m.  
 
 

____________________                                                            
Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, February 14, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Goldberg, 
                Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
  Mayor Sokolich wished everyone a happy Valentine’s Day. 
 
 He stated that the Borough is in the midst of a number of 
issues.  A new traffic initiative is being put in place on Jones 
Road.  There will be budget updates in which the Borough is going 
to be as fiscally prudent as it can be. 
 
 He stated that everyone wants the Centuria project to get 
started.  He along with Councilman Pohan and various Borough 
professionals have been continuing to meet with the developer on a 
regular basis.  He has insisted that the major principal of Town & 
Country Developers be at the meetings.  The report that he has 
been told is that they are finalizing their leases and are in the 
midst of negotiations with prospective tenants.  They are also 
finalizing their financing.  They are other issues and loopholes 
that they need to reach before they can put a shovel in the 
ground.  He’s confident that they are doing virtually everything 
that they can.  The Borough has sent them a message that they 
should be performing diligently and quickly and that the Centuria 
project is a very important project for the Borough.  He believes 
it’s the most important project the Borough has had since the 
construction of the George Washington Bridge. 
 
 He’s excited about the possibility of a comprehensive and 
sweeping ordinance that will affect all commercial zones in the 
Borough and in particular Main Street.  He has created a special 
sign committee, which members will be working with Paul Phillips, 
Borough Planner, to create a very comprehensive sign and façade 
ordinance.  It’s going to be triggered at a low threshold for all  
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commercial property owners.  Once that legislation is in effect, 
he believes the Borough will see various commercial buildings in 
the Borough beautified.  He believes with lower Main Street being 
fixed up as part of the Borough’s road improvement project that 
area will also be able to attract a larger retail component.  He 
added that he gets frustrated by the process, but that it does 
take a while to get everything in place.  He’s very happy that the 
right people are involved and he’s hopeful that an ordinance will 
be presented shortly that will move the Borough in the right 
direction. 
 
 He encouraged all residents to reach out to him to express   
their concerns.  He can be reached at 201-592-3500 ext 1003. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 10, 
2008 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 10, 
2008 Regular Meeting were approved.  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 24, 
2008 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 24, 
2008 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-12 - Amending Chapter 261, Section 31J, Land Use 
Procedures – Notice Requirements for Hearings – Updated Telephone 
Number and Sign Measurements   
   
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2008-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 261 LAND USE PROCEDURES, SECTION 31 
NOTICE REQUIREMENTS FOR HEARING, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES 
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 28,  
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-13 - Ordinance Vacating Service Street and 
Portions of Hoyt Avenue and Central Road in the Borough of Fort 
Lee 
  
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2008-13 entitled, “ORDINANCE VACATING SERVICE 
STREET AND PORTIONS OF HOYT AVENUE AND CENTRAL ROAD IN THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
February 28, 2008. 



 
Regular Meeting                                  February 14, 2008 
                                                           Page #3 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-14 - Ordinance Vacating a Portion of Bruce 
Reynolds Boulevard Formerly Known AS Bridge Plaza South and South 
Marginal Road in the Borough of Fort Lee 
  
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2008-14 entitled, “ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION 
OF BRUCE REYNOLDS BOULEVARD, FORMERLY KNOWN AS BRIDGE PLAZA SOUTH 
AND SOUTH MARGINAL ROAD IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
February 28, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-15 – Ordinance to Accept Jurisdiction of Bigler 
Street from Bergen County 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and carried, Ord. #2008-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO 
FORMALLY ACCEPT JURISDICTION AND CONTROL OVER A PORTION OF BIGLER 
STREET UPON ITS DISCONTINUANCE AND VACATION AS A COUNTY ROAD BY 
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 28, 
2008. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-5 - Amending Chapter 388, Article III, Section 37, 
Parking Prohibited When Road is Snow Covered – To Include the 
Southerly Side of Bridge Plaza North Between Lemoine Avenue and 
Center Avenue  
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2008-
5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE III, TRAFFIC REGULATIONS, SECTION 37 PARKING 
PROHIBITED WHEN ROAD IS SNOW COVERED, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
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Ordinance #2008-6 - Amending Chapter 372, Taxicabs and Limousines, 
Article II, Limousines, Section 36 License Fees – Transfer Fee of 
$150.00  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 372, TAXICABS AND 
LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE II LIMOUSINES. SECTION 36 LICENSE FEES, OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-7 – Amending Chapter 372, Taxicabs and Limousines, 
Article I, Taxicabs, Section 14 License Fees – Transfer Fee of 
$150.00 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-7 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 372 TAXICABS AND 
LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE I TAXICABS, SECTION 14 LICENSE FEES, OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-8 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking on a Certain Portion of Center Avenue South of Guntzer 
Street 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, Ordinance #2008-8 was amended as follows: 
 
There will be no parking on Center Avenue, west side, from 

the corner of Center Avenue and Guntzer Street, going in a 
southerly direction, extending to a point of 54 feet and, 
beginning at a point 74 feet going in a southerly direction, and 
ending at a point of 98 feet. 
 

To: 
 

There will be no parking on Center Avenue, west side, from 
the southern most curbline of Guntzer Street, and going in a 
southerly direction, and extending to a point of 98 feet. 

 
Mr. Cohen has deemed the amendment as minor in nature. 
  
There being no further discussion, the ordinance was amended 

on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-8 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULE, SECTION 43 SCHEDULE I NO PARKING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE II 
PARKING, SECTION 5 PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES ON CERTAIN 
STREETS, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE as amended.” 
 

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to this Ordinance and 
Ordinance #2008-9.  She said that parking is being reduced on 
Center Avenue. 

 
Mr. Cervieri stated that this Ordinance and Ordinance #2008-

14 are to improve the traffic flow. 
 
Mr. Sohemer explained that Ordinance #2008-9 deals with hours 

from 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. so that traffic can flow better. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-9 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 44, Schedule II, 
No Parking on Certain Portions of Main Street and Flectcher Avenue 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, Ordinance #2008-9 was amended as follows: 

 
There will be no parking on Main Street, South side, from 

Anderson Avenue to Fletcher Avenue, Monday through Friday between 
the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

 
TO 
 

There will be no parking on Main Street, south side from 
William Street to John Street, Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 5:00 A.M. to 9:00 a.m.  

 
Mr. Cohen has deemed the amendment as minor in nature. 
 
There being no further discussion, the ordinance was amended 

on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 44 SCHEDULE II PARKING 
PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 388 
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE II PARKING, SECTION 6 PARKING 
PROHIBITED CERTAIN HOURS ON CERTAIN STREETS, OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE as amended.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
  
 
Ordinance #2008-10 - Amending Chapter 289, Sections 34H and 34K, 
Regulations Concerning  Municipal Parking Lots – Meters 
Designated; Time Permitted and Operations of All Municipal Parking 
Lots on a Twenty Four (24) Hour Basis  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-10 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPER 
289, SECTION 34, OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE CODE ENTITLED 
REGULATIONS CONCERNING MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke about metered parking 
time limits throughout the entire town and the fact that the meter 
fees have risen without the public being notified.  She believes 
the Borough’s meter prices are too expensive. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that this ordinance is in response to 
a defect in the prior ordinance which the Borough is correcting. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer explained that there is a quirk in the ordinance 
and that this ordinance does not pertain to the parking fees.   
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that there is no money required to be 
placed in street meters after 6:00 p.m.  There are people who 
store their vehicles in the various municipal parking lots and who 
commute to the city and they should be paying their fair share.  
He has no problem for people who utilize services to pay user 
taxes.  The money that the Parking Authority derives from the 
meters is given back in the form of free shuttle buses for 
residents to the ferry and to the senior citizens for shopping as 
well as medical transportation.    
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that other towns may charge less for 
their parking fees but that he believes they are not providing a 
modicum of the services that the Borough offers.   
 
 Ms. Levinson stated that she has no access to the senior 
citizen buses. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich explained that her situation was unique. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri replied that if any senior citizen needs to go 
to a doctor on a non-emergency basis that they just have to call 
the Parking Authority and they will take you.  That service has 
been in effect for over ten years. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer added that the Fort Lee shuttle runs along Main 
Street and takes residents to any destination on that route which 
includes the Pathmark on Bergen Boulevard. 
 
 Mr. Sargenti stated that the Parking Authority has schedules 
for all of the services that they provide. 
 
 Maxim Almenas, 150 River Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 
staff writer for the Record, spoke to the amount of money the 
Parking Authority receives from any parking ticket that the 
municipal court processes.  He also asked what time frames are 
being changed in the municipal parking lots. 
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 Ms. Thomas stated that she can provide that information to 
Mr. Almenas once she gets the breakdown tomorrow.  The amount 
given to the Parking Authority, County and State is based on the 
type of ticket that is written. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that the full ordinance is available to 
be looked at and reviewed by Mr. Almenas. 
  
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-11 - Amending Chapter 261, Land Use Procedures, 
Appendix B: Subsections D&E, Application Fee Schedule and Escrow  
Schedule 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2008-11 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #2006-17 AND 
ORDINANCE #2007-54, AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 261 LAND USE 
PROCEDURES, “APPENDIX B: FEES AND ESCROW FUNDS,” OF THE REVISED 
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
   
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing 
was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-14. 
 
 
CA-1 - Approving Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter application for Steven  
Sundor for Fire Company #4 
 
 The junior auxiliary firefighter application for Steven 
Sundor for Fire Company #4 was approved. 
 
 
CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Kyle Conboy, Katie Masakowski and 
Gary Nicholas as Emergency Medical Technicians for the Ambulance 
Corps – $16.29 Hourly 
 

WHEREAS, there are Emergency Medical Technician vacancies in 
the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps and the Mayor and Council have 
determined that this vacancy should be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Kyle Conboy, Katie Masakowski, and 
Gary Nicholas be hired as part-time Emergency Medical Technicians 
with the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps, with an effective date of 
February 14, 2008; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional  
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of  
Personnel.  This position shall be at the wage of $16.29 per hour, 
not to exceed 19.5 hours per week. 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving the Reappointment by the Local Assistance Board  
of Jillian Raimondo-Langham to Serve as the Borough’s Welfare 
Director 
 
        RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE APPROVING THE 
        RE-APPOINTMENT BY THE LOCAL ASSISTANCE BOARD OF  
        JILLIAN RAIMONDO-LANGHAM TO SERVE AS DIRECTOR WELFARE 

 
 WHEREAS, it is the public policy of the State of New Jersey 
that every needy person shall be entitled to receive such public 
assistance as may be appropriate and that while funding for such 
public assistance is the responsibility of the State, the 
administration of public assistance is the duty of the 
municipalities in the State; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Legislature enacted the General 
Public Assistance Law, N.J.S.A. 44:8-107 et seq., the title of 
which was subsequently amended to Work First New Jersey General 
Public Assistance Act (“Act”), in order to provide for the 
distribution of such public assistance; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has created, 
pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Act, a 
local assistance board for purposes of administering the Act and 
the regulations promulgated by the Commissioner of the Department 
of Human Services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Act provides for a local assistance board to be 
composed of three or five persons ash shall be fixed by the 
governing body of the municipality and persons may be appointed by 
the chief executive of the municipality, subject to the approval 
of the governing body of the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a local assistance board is empowered to organize 
and select a chairman and secretary, and appoint a director of 
welfare; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Assistance Board for the Borough has 
approved at its annual organization meeting on January 23, 2008 
the re-appointment of Jillian Raimondo-Langham to serve as Welfare 
Director, retroactive to May 2007, for a term of five years; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Act provides that the appointment of the 
Welfare Director is subject to the approval, by formal action, of 
the Mayor and Council of the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that the re-
appointment by the Borough’s Local Assistance Board of Jillian 
Raimondo-Langham to serve as Welfare Director is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the re-appointment is necessary for 
the efficient operation of the Local Assistance Board and the 
Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That the re-appointment by the Borough’s Local 
Assistance Board of Jillian Raimondo-Langham to serve as Welfare  
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Director is in the best interests of the Borough and is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Local Assistance Board and the 
Borough, and is hereby approved. 
 
 2. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for 2007-2008 for the 
Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company Inc.  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the following plenary retail distribution license 
for the year 2007/2008 be issued to the applicant listed below for 
premises designated opposite their respective names for the 
distribution of alcoholic beverages. 
 
STATE LICENSE # LICENSEE     TRADE NAME 
 
0219-44-023-004     The Great Atlantic & Pacific  A&P Fresh 
                     Tea Company Inc. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Consent to Assignment of a Borough Contract  
From DT Solar to First Solar, Inc. With Regard to the Provision 
and Installation of Solar Panels 
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE CONSENTING TO ASSIGNMENT OF CONTRACT 
        FOR THE PROVISION AND INSTALLATION OF SOLAR PANELS 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) solicited bids for 
the provision and installation of solar panels; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on or about July 11, 2007, bids were received from, 
among other entities, Turner Renewable Energy, LLC d/b/a DT Solar, 
Branchburg, NJ (“DT Solar”), and the Borough determined that the 
most efficient and cost effective option entailing the provision 
and installation of solar panels at three Borough buildings – 
Borough Community Center, Police Station and Department of Public 
Works Building #2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid submitted by DT Solar was deemed to be in 
compliance with the requirements of the Bid Specifications and the 
Borough determined that DT Solar constituted the lowest 
responsible and complying bidder for the provision and 
installation of solar panels for the Borough Community Center, 
Police Station and Department of Public Works Building #2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough awarded a contract to DT Solar for the 
provision and installation of solar panels for the Borough 
Community Center, Police Station and Department of Public Works 
Building #2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DT Solar has informed the Borough that it intended 
to merge with a Atlantic Newco, a newly-formed Delaware limited 
liability company, and that First Solar, Inc will acquire the 
merged company as a wholly owned subsidiary, to be known as First 
Solar Electric, and requested that the Borough consent to the 
assignment of the contract for the provision and installation of 
solar panels; and 
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  WHEREAS, the Borough has requested and First Solar, Inc. has 
provided documentation, including financial statements for the 
parent company, and the Borough has determined after review of the 
documentation and performing the requisite due diligence that the 
assignment of the contract will not affect the performance of the 
services thereunder because the First Solar Electric, LLC has the 
necessary knowledge and experience to perform the services and 
First Solar, Inc. has the necessary financial ability to ensure 
the completion of the contract by its wholly owned subsidiary in 
accordance with thee terms and provisions of the bid 
specifications and the contract,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 

1. That the Borough hereby consents to the assignment of 
the contract by Turner Renewable Energy, LLC d/b/a DT Solar, 
Branchburg, NJ, to First Solar Electric, LLC.   

 
2. That the Mayor shall be authorized to execute the 

assignment and any other document required to effectuate the 
assignment. 

 
3. That First Solar Electric shall submit a revised 

performance bond and certificates of insurance reflecting the 
assignment of the contract prior to the assignment of the contract 
being deemed effective. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the assignment as well as the 
original bid proposal and contract shall available for public 
inspection in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing the Mutually Agreed Upon Termination of a  
Contract Between the Borough and Guardian Service Industries, Inc. 
for the Provision of Janitorial and Maintenance Services 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE RESCINDING RESOLUTION CA-12 ADOPTED ON NOVEMBER 
8, 2007 AND AUTHORIZING THE MUTUALLY AGREED UPON 
TERMINATION OF A CONTRACT BETWEEN FORT LEE AND GUARDIAN 
SERVICE INDUSTRIES, INC. FOR THE PROVISION OF JANITORIAL 
AND MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council had, on August 17, 2006, 
in accordance with, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., awarded a 
three-year contract for the provision of janitorial and 
maintenance services to Guardian Service Industries, Inc. 
(“Guardian”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, with the assistance of their respective legal 
counsel, the Borough and Guardian have determined that the 
contract for the provision of janitorial and maintenance 
services is no longer beneficial to either the Borough or 
Guardian; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and Guardian have reached a mutual 
agreement to terminate the above discussed contract between 
the Borough and Guardian for the provision of janitorial and 
maintenance services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council effectuated this 
termination in Resolution CA-12, which was adopted on 
November 8, 2007, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the contract 
for the provision of janitorial and maintenance services 
between the Borough of Fort Lee and Guardian Service 
Industries, Inc. is hereby mutually terminated; and  
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that to the extent that 
Resolution CA-12 is inconsistent with this action, that 
Resolution is in said pertinent part rescinded and replaced 
by this current Resolution. 
 
 
CA-7 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to PC Access,             
Oceanport, New Jersey, for Computer Maintenance and Technical 
Consulting Services for the Borough Including the Police 
Department - $113,400.00 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO PC ACCESS FOR 
  COMPUTER MAINTENANCE AND TECHNICAL CONSULTING SERVICES 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) wishes to award a contract for the provision of 
computer maintenance and technical consulting services; and 

 
WHEREAS, PC Access has submitted a proposal, dated January 

1, 2008, outlining the computer maintenance and technical 
consulting services for the Borough and its Police and Fire 
Departments; and 

 
WHEREAS, said services constitute “extraordinary 

unspecifiable services” as same are specialized and qualitative in 
nature requiring expertise, extensive training and proven 
reputation in a field of endeavor, pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, and may be the subject of a 
contract award without the use of competitive bidding; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires the 

resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “extraordinary 
unspecifiable services” without competitive bids and the contract 
itself must be available for public inspection; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has certified that a 

contract to provide the above-described services meets the statute 
and regulations governing the award of contracts; and  

 
WHEREAS, the receipt of a proposal from PC Access to provide 

computer maintenance and technical consulting services was 
pursuant to a non-fair and open process in accordance with the 
provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, PC Access is required to complete and submit prior 

to the award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure 
Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder 
Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certification, certifying that it has not made any reportable 
contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough 
in the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from 
making any reportable contributions through the term of the 
contract; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted  
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by PC Access and shall be placed and maintained on file at the 
office of the Borough Clerk; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for computer maintenance and technical consulting 
services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for computer maintenance 
and technical consulting services is in the best interests of the 
Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That PC Access shall be and is hereby appointed to 
provide computer maintenance and technical consulting services in 
accordance with its proposal, dated January 1, 2008, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and contingent 
upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 
satisfactory to the Borough. 
 
 2. This contract shall be awarded without competitive 
bidding as an “extraordinary unspecifiable service” in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (a) (ii) of the Local Public Contracts 
Law, because such service is specialized and qualitative in nature 
requiring information, technology, and communications experience. 
 
 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and PC Access, providing for 
total compensation for services to the Borough, Police Department 
and Fire Department in the amount of $113,400.00 and any additional 
services to be billed at the rate of $75.00 per hour, and further 
memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions 
as may be necessary; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds exist and available for this contract 
project; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 
Clerk’s office; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract in a newspaper as required by law. 
 
 
CA-8 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Enforsays Police 
Systems, Inc. for the Provision of Proprietary Computer Software 
and Hardware Services for the Police Department – $33,000.00 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO ENFORSYS NJ, INC.  
       FOR THE PROVISION OF PROPRIETARY COMPUTER SOFTWARE  
       AND HARDWARE SERVICES 
   

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) have a need to acquire services for the provision of 
proprietary computer software and hardware for the Borough’s 
Police Department pursuant to a non-fair and open process pursuant  
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to the provisions of P.L. 2004, c.19 (N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et 
seq.); and 
 

WHEREAS, Enforsys Police Systems, Inc. (“Enforsys”) has 
submitted a proposal, dated May 23, 2007, which is attached 
hereto, and indicated that it will provide the services required 
as specified for the Borough at the rates and terms specified in 
the proposal; and  

 
WHEREAS, such services are recognized as related to the 

provision of “goods or services for the support or maintenance of 
proprietary computer hardware and software except that this 
provision shall not be utilized to acquire or upgrade non-
proprietary hardware or to acquire or update non-proprietary 
software,” pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
5(dd); and 

 
WHEREAS, this contract was awarded without competitive 

bidding as a recognized exception, pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 

resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding and the 
contract itself must be available for public inspection; and 

  
WHEREAS, the cost of the services to be provided by Enforsys 

is $33,000.00, which amount exceeds the threshold of $17,500 under 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 
seq., and, therefore, the contract is subject to the provisions of 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the receipt of a proposal from Enforsys to provide 

proprietary computer software and hardware consulting services was 
pursuant to a non-fair and open process in accordance with the 
provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, Enforsys is required to complete and submit prior 

to the award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure 
Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder 
Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certification, certifying that it has not made any reportable 
contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough 
in the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from 
making any reportable contributions through the term of the 
contract; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 
by Enforsys and shall be placed and maintained on file at the 
office of the Borough Clerk; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough received a grant from the State of New 

Jersey in the amount of $33,000.00 for use in acquiring, 
installing and maintaining the software to be provided pursuant to 
the contract with Enforsys; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has 

certified in writing that funds are available for this purpose; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the award of this contract is necessary for the 
efficient operation of the Borough; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
1. That Enforsys Police Systems, Inc. shall be and is 

hereby appointed to provide computer maintenance and technical 
consulting services in accordance with its proposal, dated May 23, 
2007, attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to 
and contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and 
substance satisfactory to the Borough. 

 
 2. That, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., this 
contract shall be awarded without public bidding pursuant to an 
exception from public bidding involving “goods or services for the 
support or maintenance of proprietary computer hardware and 
software except that this provision shall not be utilized to 
acquire or upgrade non-proprietary hardware or to acquire or 
update non-proprietary software,” pursuant to and in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(dd), and is subject to New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., as the amount 
anticipated to be expended on an annual basis exceeds the 
threshold of $17,500. 

 
3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough and Enforsys, providing for 
total compensation for services to the Borough and its Police 
Department in the amount of $33,000.00, and further memorializing 
the scope of work and such other terms and conditions as may be 
necessary. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer 

certifies that funds are available for the project; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 

contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 
Clerk’s office; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 

the award of the contract in a newspaper as required by law. 
 
        
CA-9 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Ronald Schmidt & 
Associates, P.A., Englewood, New Jersey for Architectural 
Services for Borough Hall Renovations Phase II –$39,250.00 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
       PROFESSIONAL ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to Ronald 
Schmidt & Associates, P. A. (“Schmidt”) as a licensed architect to 
perform a circulation and adjacencies study of the Borough Hall; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed architect to prepare construction documents 
for renovations to the Court Administration offices in Borough 
Hall; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law  
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to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Schmidt to perform such professional architectural services in 
accordance with its proposal, dated January 4, 2008, attached 
hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Schmidt possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional architectural 
services related to the preparation of construction documents for 
renovations to the Court Administration offices in Borough Hall; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional architectural services to 
Schmidt in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional architectural services will be 
performed by Schmidt for a lump sum in the amount of $39,250.00, 
which amount exceeds the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey 
Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, 
therefore, the contract is subject to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the receipt of a proposal from Schmidt to provide 
professional architectural services was pursuant to a non-fair and 
open process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, Schmidt is required to complete and submit prior to 

the award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure Form 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure 
Certification, and a Business Entity Disclosure Certification, 
certifying that it has not made any reportable contributions to a 
political or candidate committee in the Borough in the prior year, 
and that the contract will prohibit it from making any reportable 
contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 
by Schmidt and shall be placed and maintained on file at the 
office of the Borough Clerk; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for services for the 
provision of professional architectural services to the 
preparation of construction documents for renovations to the Court 
Administration offices in Borough Hall is in the best interests of  
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the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Schmidt shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional architectural services related to the preparation of 
construction documents for renovations to the Court Administration 
offices in Borough Hall, in accordance with its proposal, dated 
January 4, 2008, attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly 
subject to and contingent upon the execution of an agreement in 
form and substance satisfactory to the Borough. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and Schmidt, providing for 
compensation in a lump sum of $39,250.00, and further memorializing 
the scope of work and such other terms and conditions as may be 
necessary. 
 
 3. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work, 
Schmidt shall provide written notice to the Borough Clerk as to 
whether the services will be completed within the budget 
established for the services.  If the services are expected to 
exceed the budget, Schmidt shall submit a detailed cost overrun 
schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 4. That each firm, consultant and professional appointed 
hereby is specifically placed on notice that they will be required 
to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 
127. 
 
 5. That upon execution of such agreement a notice of the 
contract award shall be published, and this resolution and the 
agreement between the parties must be available for public 
inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
1 et seq. 
 
 6. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 7. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing the Purchase of a Life Trail 10 Series  
Outdoor Wellness Stations From Raymond Michael, LTD, Mount Vernon, 
New York through New Jersey State Contract #59061 – $25,749.00 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to purchase one (1) Life Trail 10 

Series Outdoor Wellness Stations to be used at Constitution Park 
in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the outdoor wellness stations are available through 
Raymond Michael, LTD. via New Jersey State Contract #59061; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $21,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into  
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with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Parks Department to 
purchase the aforementioned wellness stations by purchase order 
from Raymond Michael, LTD., 439 North Terrace Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, New York 10552 in the amount of $25,749.00.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase. 
 
 
CA-11 - Awarding Bid to Michael Anthony Sign and Awning Co.,  
Avenel, New Jersey, for Custom Aluminum Signs for the Fort Lee 
Community Center - $55,690.00 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION OF                
TWO CUSTOM ALUMINUM SIGNS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for a the provision and 
installation of two custom aluminum signs at the Fort Lee 
Community Center; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution and in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision and installation of two custom 
aluminum signs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on February 11, 2008, one (1) bid package was 
received in response to the Borough’s public solicitation for bids 
for the provision and installation of two custom aluminum signs; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, Michael Anthony Sign and Awning Co. (“Anthony”) bid 
the following amount for the services: 
 
  Two Custom Aluminum Signs   $55,690.00.   
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Anthony is in compliance with the requirements of the bid 
specifications and that Anthony constitutes the lowest responsible 
and complying bidder for the provision and installation of two 
custom aluminum signs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 
provision and installation of two custom aluminum signs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 

1. That Michael Anthony Sign and Awning Co., 21 Randolph  
   Avenue, Avenel, New Jersey, is the lowest responsible  
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        and compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for the 
        provision and installation of two custom aluminum signs in  
        accordance with the applicable bid documents and       
        specifications for the amount of $55,690.00.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision and 
installation of two custom aluminum signs; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office.  
 
  
CA-13 - Authorizing the Fire Department’s Continuing Participation 
in the East Bergen Firefighters Mutual Aid Association 
 
      AUTHORIZING THE FORT LEE FIRE DEPARTMENT’S CONTINUING                                                                                               
      PARTICIPATION IN THE EAST BERGEN FIREFIGHTERS MUTUAL AID  
      ASSOCIATION 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough’s participation in the 
East Bergen Firefighters Mutual Aid Association shall continue as 
follows: 
 
SECTION 1 
 
The Fort Lee Fire Department is authorized to continue to 
participate in the East Bergen Firefighters Mutual Aid Association 
as established in 1946 for the purpose of a better and more 
efficient system of helping neighboring municipal fire departments 
in the event of a fire or other emergencies. 
 
SECTION 2 
 
For the purpose of this agreement, the EBFMAA consists of the 
following municipalities: 
 

1. Cliffside Park 
2. Edgewater 
3. Englewood 
4. Englewood Cliffs 
5. Fairview 
6. Fort Lee 
7. Leonia 
8. Palisades Park 
9. Ridgefield 
10. Tenafly 
11. Any other municipality(s) and or agency(s) who meet the 

criteria for admission as set forth by the EBFMAA. 
 
SECTION 3 

 
Whenever in the opinion of the Fire Chief or Incident Commander of 
a fire or other  emergency situation within the jurisdiction of 
the Fort Lee Fire Department requires additional equipment or 
manpower within the Borough of Fort Lee to control an emergency 
situation, the EBFMAA assistance can be contacted to supply such 
equipment and manpower. 
 
SECTION 4 
 
Whenever a member municipality of the EBFMAA requests assistance, 
the Fort Lee Fire Department will supply the requested assistance 
if the Fire Chief or Incident Commander feels sufficient resources  
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remain within the Borough of Fort Lee or steps have been taken to 
supply such resources to provide local fire protection coverage. 
 
SECTION 5 
 
The Fire Chief or Incident Commander can provide assistance as 
requested by municipalities outside the EBFMAA group if such 
requests fall within the guidelines of applicable State Statutes, 
County Guidelines or Office of Emergency Management if the Fire 
Chief or Incident Commander feels sufficient resources remain 
within the Borough of Fort Lee or steps have been taken to supply 
such resources to provide local fire protection coverage. 
 
SECTION 6 
 
The Fort Lee Fire Department shall contribute to the EBFMAA 
mission statement so as to provide a broad array of fire services 
with competence and professionalism and to provide a safe 
environment for firefighters and the people of the communities 
through the effective and efficient utilization of the National 
Incident Management System (NIMS) as adopted by the New Jersey 
State Division of Fire Safety and the EBFMAA dispatching 
procedures. 
 
SECTION 7 
 
For an Out of County Response the EBFMAA will follow the New 
Jersey Fire Service Resource Emergency Deployment Act (refer to 
Section 52:14E-18/Out of County Fire Service Response). 
 
SECTION 8 
 
The Mayor and Council shall by Resolution make rules and 
regulations governing the continuing participation of the Fort Lee 
Fire Department in the EBFMAA and may also by Resolution authorize 
the execution of such Agreement, the performance of other such 
acts and the expenditure of such funds as may be required to 
effectuate the purpose of this Agreement.  

 
 

CA-14 - Authorizing Rejection of Bids for Two New Dump Trucks and 
Authorizing Re-bid of Same 

 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE REJECTION OF ALL BIDS AND 
        RE-BIDDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF TWO NEW DUMP TRUCKS 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase two new dump trucks for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, having publicly solicited bids on December 6, 2007 
for two new dump trucks, the Borough received bids on December 21, 
2007, from the following bidders for only one dump truck for use 
by the Borough’s Department of Public Works: 
 
  Meadowland Ford Sterling Truck Sales $137,962.00 
 
  Hudson County Motors    $139,658.00 
 
; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by the 
ostensible low bidder, Meadowland Ford Sterling Truck Sales 
(“Meadowland”), and determined that Meadowland failed to submit a  
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consent of surety from an approved surety company, licensed to do 
business in New Jersey, with a rating of at least “A” from a 
nationally recognized rating agency, and took various exceptions 
to the material requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 

 
WHEREAS, the failure to submit a consent of surety from a 

surety company meeting the minimum qualifications set forth in the 
Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non-
complying and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 

WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a consent of surety in compliance 
with the requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and 
non-waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without 
any possibility of being cured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in addition, Meadowland took exception to various 
material requirements of the Bid Specifications, including, but 
not limited to, the obligation of the winning bidder to provide 
the dump truck within ninety (90) days from the issuance of a 
notice to proceed by the Borough and the provision for the Borough 
to be entitled to liquidated damages for each day delivery is 
delayed beyond the ninety day period; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Notice to Bidders, as well as the Bid 
Specifications, unequivocally stated that delivery of the dump 
trucks was required within ninety days from the issuance of a 
notice to proceed, and, therefore, taking exception to a material 
requirement contravenes the Local Public Contracts Law and 
prohibits the Borough from awarding a contract to such a bidder; 
and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the bid of Meadowland should be rejected as non-
responsive for failure to comply with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of its review of the bid submitted by 
Hudson County Motors (“Hudson”), the Borough has determined that 
the bid similarly took exception to various material requirements 
of the Bid Specifications, including, but not limited to, the 
delivery and liquidated damages requirements discussed above for 
Meadowland; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the bid of Hudson should be rejected as non-
responsive for failure to comply with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of purchasing the two dump trucks that were the subject of this 
public procurement as these vehicles are necessary for the 
efficient operation of the Borough,  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the bids of Meadowland Ford Sterling Truck Sales and 
Hudson County Motors shall be and are hereby rejected as non-
responsive for failure to comply with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator shall 
be and is hereby directed to re-bid to procure services for the 
furnishing and delivery of liquid chlorine pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law 
as the award of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of all bidders 
shall be returned in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-7, CA-8, CA-9, 
CA-10, CA-11 and CA-12. 

 
Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Cervieri and Grant responded to CA-7, 

CA-8 and CA-9.  Ms. Thomas and Mayor Sokolich spoke to CA-10.  Ms. 
Thomas replied to CA-11 and Mr. Cohen answered CA-12. 

 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-14, except 
for CA-12 which was removed by Councilman Cervieri for separate 
vote) was approved unanimously. 
             
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-A/CA-12 - Authorizing the Borough to Enter Into an Access 
License Agreement With Whitehall Towers, LLC. for a Temporary 
Construction Easement 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
 A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TO ENTER      
 INTO ACCESS LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH WHITEHALL TOWERS, LLC  
  

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter, Athe Borough@) 
entered into certain agreements with the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey and the County of Bergen whereby the Borough was 
responsible to undertake that certain project known as the Main 
Street and Hudson Terrace Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvement 
Project (hereafter Athe Project@); and  

 WHEREAS, the Project involves the demolition of a bridge 
constituting the northern portion of Central Road in the Borough, 
and a need for access to property bordering Central Road owned by 
Whitehall Towers, LLC, including a temporary construction easement 
and repaving of a portion of the roadway is required; and  

 WHEREAS,  Whitehall Towers, LLC, has agreed to provide the 
necessary access and construction easement to the Borough for the 
purposes of completing the Project, and to enter into a more formal 
agreement with the Borough concerning continuation of a roadway 
widening easement; and  

 WHEREAS, the Project is currently underway, and an Access 
License Agreement has been negotiated with Whitehall Towers, LLC, 
on behalf of the Borough by Economic Development Counsel for the 
Borough; and  
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 WHEREAS, no additional funds of the Borough are required to be 
expended, as all funds are previously allocated and dedicated as 
Project costs,  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the recitals contained in 
this Resolution be deemed a part hereof; and   

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the Borough of Fort 
Lee be and he hereby is authorized to execute on behalf of the 
Borough of Fort Lee an Access License Agreement with Whitehall 
Towers, LLC, in the form attached hereto as Exhibit AA@, or in a 
form substantially in accord therewith as may be modified by 
counsel to the Borough, in order to permit the Central Road work 
necessary for the Project; and   

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that the Borough Clerk is authorized 
to witness and attest to the signature of the Mayor and affix the 
seal of the Borough of Fort Lee as and for the official act and 
deed of the Borough, and to deliver the Access License Agreement on 
behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee.  

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-1 -  Authorizing the Borough to Enter Into an Access License 
Agreement and Memorandum of Agreement With Town & Country 
Developers at Fort Lee, Inc. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
TO ENTER INTO ACCESS LICENSE AGREEMENT AND 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH TOWN & COUNTRY 
DEVELOPERS AT FORT LEE, INC. 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter, “the Borough”) 
entered into certain agreements with the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey and the County of Bergen whereby the Borough 
was responsible to undertake that certain project known as the 
Main Street and Hudson Terrace Roadway and Traffic Signal 
Improvement Project (hereafter “the Project”); and 

 WHEREAS,  the Project involves the demolition of the Central 
Road bridge and reconstruction of Central Road, which will 
necessitate the removal of telephone poles and utility lines from 
Central Road and the placement of those telephone poles and 
utility lines across property owned by Town & Country Developers 
at Fort Lee, Inc. and Town & Country Developers at Fort Lee West, 
Inc. (hereafter, “Town & Country”), until such time as the said 
utilities can be located underground pursuant to the Redevelopment 
Agreement with Town & Country; and  

 WHEREAS, Town & Country has agreed to enter into a Memorandum 
of Agreement concerning costs for relocation of utilities 
(hereafter, the “Memorandum of Agreement”), and to also permit a  
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temporary utility easement across its property, whereby the 
Memorandum of Agreement requires Town & Country to reimburse to 
the Borough the sum of $186,283.50 which represents the costs for 
the temporary relocation of the aforesaid utilities and a true 
copy of the Memorandum of Agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit 
“A”; and  

 WHEREAS, Town & Country, in completing its applications for 
development and complying with requests for additional 
environmental testing made by the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection, has requested to locate two groundwater 
monitoring wells in the municipal parking lot owned by the Borough 
of Fort Lee west of Lemoine Avenue, and the location of those 
wells, and related issues have been addressed in an Access License 
Agreement negotiated with Town & Country on behalf of the Borough 
through Economic Development Counsel, a true copy of which 
agreement (hereafter, the “Access License Agreement”) is attached 
hereto as Exhibit “B”; and  

 WHEREAS, the Access License Agreement is necessary in order 
to permit Town & Country, to comply with necessary groundwater 
testing to obtain approval for construction from the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection; and  

 WHEREAS, the Memorandum of Agreement is likewise necessary to 
facilitate the Project for roadway improvements being pursued by 
the Borough,  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the recitals contained 
in this Resolution shall be deemed a part hereof; and   

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Memorandum of Agreement 
attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and the Access License Agreement 
attached hereto as Exhibit “B” be and the same are approved, and 
that the Mayor of the Borough of Fort Lee be and he hereby is 
authorized to execute on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee the 
Memorandum of Agreement and the Access License Agreement as 
attached hereto; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is authorized 
to witness and attest to the signature of the Mayor and the seal 
of the Borough of Fort on the two attached agreements as and for 
the official act and deed of the Borough, and to deliver on behalf 
of the Borough of Fort Lee the attached agreements; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the entry into these agreements 
by the Borough of Fort Lee shall not result in the expenditure of 
any additional funds beyond those monies otherwise budgeted as 
Project costs.  

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-2 - Awarding Contract to Arcola Sales & Service Corp.,  
Carlstadt, New Jersey for the Purchase of Two 2008 Adult Passenger 
Mini Buses - $161,994.00 
 
 Mr. Pohan recused himself on this matter and left the  
podium. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti  
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seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
         A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
         OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION OF  
         TWO 2008 ADULT PASSENGER MINI BUSES 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for a the provision of two 
2008 adult passenger mini buses; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on December 5, 2007, pursuant to resolution and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Parking Authority of the Borough of Fort Lee 
solicited bids on behalf of the Borough for the provision 2008 
adult passenger mini buses; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 19, 2007, one (1) bid package was 
received in response to the Borough’s public solicitation for bids 
for the provision 2008 adult passenger mini buses; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Arcola Sales and Service Corp. (“Arcola”) bid the 
following amount for the mini buses: 
 
 Two (2) 2008 adult passenger mini buses  $161,994.00.   
 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Arcola is in compliance with the requirements of the bid 
specifications and that Arcola constitutes the lowest responsible 
and complying bidder for the provision and installation of two 
2008 adult passenger mini buses; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough engaged in negotiations with the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey (“Port Authority”) with 
regard to the terms and conditions of an agreement whereby the 
Port Authority will provide funding in the amount of $160,000 for 
expenses incurred in establishing shuttle bus service for mass 
transportation, such as a new trans-Hudson ferry operation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough intends to implement a shuttle bus 
service to provide access between Fort Lee and the ferry 
operations in Edgewater, which will serve as a terminal for trans-
Hudson ferry service to and from midtown Manhattan at West 39th 
Street; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined, based upon the funding to be provided by the Port 
Authority, that sufficient funds are available for the provision 
of two 2008 adult passenger mini buses; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Arcola Sales and Service Corp., 51 Kero Road, 
Carlstadt, New Jersey, is the lowest responsible and compliant 
bidder and is awarded the contract for the provision of two 2008 
adult passenger mini buses in accordance with the applicable bid 
documents and specifications for the amount of $161,994.00; and.   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has  
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certified that funds are available for the provision and 
installation of two 2008 adult passenger mini buses; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract in a legal newspaper as may be required 
by applicable law.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Pohan 
 
 
R-3 - Authorizing Execution of Agreement Between the Borough of  
Fort Lee and the Port Authority for the Purchase of Two Shuttle 
Buses for Bus Service to the Edgewater Marina for Ferry Service  
 
 Mr. Pohan recused himself on this matter and left the podium. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
     
    A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
    OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT            
    WITH THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY FOR   
    THE PROVISION OF FUNDING FOR EXPENSES RELATED TO SHUTTLE    
    BUS SERVICE TO THE EDGEWATER MARINA FERRY OPERATIONS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are interested in implementing a shuttle bus service 
(“Bus Service”) to provide access between Fort Lee and the ferry 
landing in Edgewater, New Jersey, which is a terminal for trans-
Hudson ferry service (“Ferry Service”) to and from midtown 
Manhattan at West 39th Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, from time to time, the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey (“Port Authority”) has taken action in connection 
with the creation of new ferry service routes, operated by private 
sector entities under agreements with the Port Authority 
pertaining to such service, and the Port Authority has undertaken 
various ferry projects in the New York and New Jersey portions of 
the New York port district to enhance interstate mass transit 
capacity; and 
 
 WHEREAS, implementation of the Bus Service will facilitate 
use of the Ferry Service for the benefit of the citizens of the 
Borough, and thereby help to control the flow of traffic over the 
George Washington Bridge, which is operated by the Port Authority; 
foster regional environmental benefits by promoting the use of 
mass transportation and potentially reducing the use of single-
occupant vehicles, and enhance access to employment opportunities 
and promote economic development; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at its meeting of September 20, 2007, the Board of 
Commissioners of the Port Authority adopted a resolution, entitled 
“Regional Transportation Management Program,” attached hereto as 
Exhibit A, authorizing the Executive Director of the Port 
Authority to enter into agreements with appropriate regional  
transportation service providers and governmental entities, 
pursuant to which the Port Authority is to provide certain funding  
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in support of new mass transportation services that assist in 
traffic flow control at certain of the agency's facilities, while 
encouraging the use of mass transit options operated or supported  
by the Port Authority and its subsidiary corporations, such as new 
trans-Hudson ferry operations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough engaged in negotiations with the Port 
Authority of with regard to the terms and conditions of an 
agreement whereby the Port Authority will provide funding for 
expenses incurred in establishing shuttle bus service for mass 
transportation, such as a new trans-Hudson ferry operation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Port Authority has agreed, pursuant to the 
above-mentioned authorization and under the terms of the 
Agreement, attached hereto as Exhibit B, to provide the Borough 
with the amount of $160,000, toward the Borough’s costs in 
connection with the purchase of buses and related equipment to be 
used in operating the Bus Service; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the execution of 
the attached Agreement is in the best interest of the Borough and 
its citizens, and is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That the Agreement, attached hereto as Exhibit B, is in 
the best interest of the Borough and its citizens, and is 
necessary for its efficient operations, and is hereby approved.   
 
 2. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the 
Agreement between the Borough and the Port Authority, memorializing 
the terms and conditions for the receipt of funding in the amount 
of $160,000 to be utilized toward the Borough’s costs in 
connection with the purchase of buses and related equipment for 
use in operating the Bus Service, and such other documentation as 
may be necessary to effectuate the transaction. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Agreement and this Resolution 
shall be available for public review in the Borough Clerk’s 
Office; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract in a legal newspaper as may be required 
by applicable law.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Pohan 
 
 
R-4 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Jabadou Inc.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich and Council Members Goldberg and Kasofsky 
recused themselves on this matter and left the podium. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AFFIRMING THE         
       SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION BETWEEN JABADOU, INC.., T/A         
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       TRIBECCA AND THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
       LEE AND AFFIRMING AND ACCEPTING THE ATTACHED SETTLEMENT  
       AGREEMENT. 
 

WHEREAS, Jabadou, Inc. t/a Tribecca (“Tribecca”) is the owner 
and was the holder of a plenary retail consumption liquor license 
for property known as the Tribecca Night Club; and  
 

WHEREAS, Tribecca had applied to the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Fort Lee”) for the reissuance of the liquor 
license for the subject property; and  
 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee, after due deliberation and consideration, 
denied the reissuance of the liquor license to Tribecca based upon 
operational issues involving the use of the premises; and  
 

WHEREAS, subsequent to the denial by Fort Lee to allow the 
reissuance of the liquor license, Tribecca appealed to the New 
Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control (“NJABC”) and 
ultimately, to the Office of Administrative Law (“OAL”) under 
Docket Number ABCAM 10504-2006N; and  
 

WHEREAS,  the State of New Jersey and the NJABC had issued 
certain Notices of Violations to Tribecca, but allowed continuous 
operation of this license temporarily, under specific conditions; 
and   

 
WHEREAS, during the pendency of this litigation Tribecca has 

taken appropriate measures to significantly improve their 
operations and to minimize the negative impacts that were 
previously prevelant; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney (“Attorney”) and the Fort Lee 
Police Department (“FLPD”) have reviewed the current operating 
conditions of Tribecca and have submitted proposed operating 
conditions for the premises which would have the effect of 
significantly improving the use and operation of the Night Club; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, Tribecca and Fort Lee, in an effort to resolve all 
of the issues surrounding the reissuance of the liquor license, 
have negotiated a proposed Settlement Agreement, subject to 
certain terms and conditions; and  
 

WHEREAS, a copy of said proposed Settlement Agreement has 
been attached hereto and incorporated herein,   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
 

1.  That the Mayor and the Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee have reviewed the attached proposed Settlement 
Agreement, and its terms and conditions, and affirms and 
accepts the terms and conditions contained therein.  

 
2. As set forth in the proposed Settlement Agreement, Fort 

Lee reiterates five specific conditions, these being as 
follows: 

 
a.   Tribecca shall fully release, indemnify, defend and     
     save Fort Lee and its members, officers, employees 

          Agents or consultants harmless from and against any      
          and all injuries, liability, expense claim or        
          damages to any person or property arising out of,  
          or in  connection with, the facts and circumstances  



Regular Meeting                                  February 14, 2008  
                                                Page #28                                             
 

          of this matter;   
 
b. No member, officer, employee, agent or consultant 

of Fort Lee shall be personally liable to Tribecca,  
 
     or any successor in interest, in the event of any 

default or breach by Fort Lee, or for any amount 
which may become due to Tribecca or its successors, 
or for any obligations under the terms of this 
Agreement.  It is expressly understood that all 
such liability is waived and released by Tribecca 
as a condition of, and for, the execution of this 
Settlement Agreement by Fort Lee. 

 
c. Tribecca shall remain bound by all of the terms and 

conditions set forth in the Settlement Agreement.    
 
d. It is expressly understood that this release, hold 

harmless, duty to defend and/or indemnification in 
no way pertains to the case or circumstances 
surrounding, Daniel Melendez v. Tribecca, et al, 
Docket # BER-L-1115-07. 

 
e. The Settlement Agreement shall become null and void 

if not approved and adopted by the NJABC within 
sixty (60) days of the date of this Resolution, or 
sooner if same is disapproved by the NJABC.  

 
The Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee is hereby 

directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the 
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control and the Office of 
Administrative Law.   
 
 Mr. Sargenti stated that Tribecca has been a problem for 
quite a long time.  About nine months ago there were serious 
incidents there.  He, along with the Mayor and Council, believed 
those incidents negatively affected the quality of the town.  At 
that time the Mayor and Council asked Mr. Cohen to look at 
Tribecca’s liquor license to see what steps the Borough could take 
to actually take away their license.  The Police Department acted 
very well through some very difficult situations.  Mr. Cohen has 
done a fine job in revamping what Tribecca is allowed and not 
allowed to do.  He added that he will vote in favor of tonight’s 
resolution, but if there are any new negative incidents at 
Tribecca, he will look to permanently take away their liquor 
license. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT: Council Members Goldberg, Kasofsky 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan -  announced the following free Fort Lee Film 
Commission events and programs in the month of March. 
 
 1. Every Monday in March at the Fort Lee Library beginning at           
     7:30 p.m. there will be a Bette Davis film shown. 
       
         a. March 3rd – “Dangerous” (1935)   
         b. March 10th – “The Petrified Forest” (1936) 
         c. March 17th – “The Catered Affair” (1956) 
         d. March 24th – “Mr. Skeffington” (1944) 



Regular Meeting                                  February 14, 2008 
                                                          Page #29 
 
         e. March 31st – “Jezebel” (1938) 
 
      2. Wednesdays in March at the library, Hollywood musicals 
will be shown, which will continue through April 9th.  All the 
movies will commence at 7:30 p.m.  The movies are as follows: 
 
     a. March 5th – “42nd Street” (1933) 
         b. March 12th – “Stormy Weather” (1943) 
     c. March 26th – “New Orleans” (1947)  
         d. April 2nd – “Unfaithfully Yours” (1948) 
         e. April 9th – “Go Johnny Go” (1958) 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that there is a painting of George 
Washington on his horse that has been moved from the second floor 
of Borough Hall to behind the Mayor’s chair.  This historic 
painting was done by Willard Ortlip, father of Paul Ortlip.  It’s 
not an original painting, but the rendering brings the history of 
the Borough to a more public place. He urged the public to visit 
the Council Chambers and to view the painting.  On a sad note Paul 
Ortlip, who has been the unofficial artist for the Borough for 
many years, has been very sick and is convalescing in Florida.   
 
 
Councilman Goldberg - stated that he met up with New York City 
Councilman Oliver Koppell, who represents District 11 in the 
Bronx.  He asked Mr. Koppell questions about congestion pricing.  
The good news from that conversation was that people who use the 
bridges and tunnels under the new proposal will not have to pay 
the additional $8.00.  The bad news is that the City Council does 
not understand why New Jersey does not pay its fair share.  He 
added that everyone in this area is against congestion pricing.  
If it happens at the Lincoln Tunnel all of the traffic will be 
going through Fort Lee.  The Borough is trying to be proactive on 
this continuing issue. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Department of Human 
Services wishes to thank the students from Fort Lee Public School 
#1 who baked and sold items to raise money for needy families for 
the winter holidays.  Also other students from grades K to 12 
collected supplies for the food pantry. 
 
 She announced the following Fort Lee Public Library events: 
 

1. Amy Edelman, author of “Manless in Montclair”, will 
conduct a lecture and books signing on Saturday, 
February 16th at 3:00 p.m. 

 
2. The movie “Forest Gump” will be shown on Tuesday, 
    February 21st at 2:00 p.m. 
 
3. The book discussion scheduled for Wednesday, February 

20th will be “Team of Rivals” by Doris Kearns Goodwin.  
This is the portrayal of Abraham Lincoln and his 
cabinet. 

 
4. The Youth Book Club meets every Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. 

to 7:00 p.m. 
 
 She wished everyone a happy Valentine’s Day. 
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Councilman Cervieri – stated that everyone is subject to the toll 
increases by the Port Authority.  In the past he has asked the 
Port Authority to consider reducing truck traffic during rush hour 
and was told several reasons why that should or should not happen. 
He believes the Port Authority should raise tolls for trucks 
traffic during certain peak hours.  This would prevent backups on 
the Borough’s streets as well as the Cross Bronx Expressway.  He 
hopes to put his suggestion into the form of a resolution.  He 
appreciates the Port Authority contributing to the acquisition of 
mini-buses and the Borough’s road improvement project, but the 
Port Authority probably collected the amount of money they are 
giving the Borough over five years in one weekend.  He looks 
forward to his colleagues ideas so that the Port Authority will 
treat the Borough as host to the George Washington Bridge as 
opposed to its doormat. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, this portion of the meeting was opened up to the public 
for comment. 
 
Speaker    Subject       Response 
 
Tom Meyers           .George Washington Painting    Mayor Sokolich 
1450 Palisade Ave.     Done in 1934 by Willard       
                       Ortlip (Paul Ortlip’s Father) 
      
                     .Women in Fort Lee Exhibit at 
                       The Fort Lee Museum as Part 
                       of Women’s History Month 
 
 
Nina Levinson         .Traffic and Taxes            Mr. Goldberg 
1560 West St. 
 
 
Barbara Marchant      .George Washington Painting  
128 Spring St. 
Leonia, NJ  
 
 
Carol Karels          .George Washington Painting 
Leonia, NJ 
 
 
Bert Rosenbluth       .George Washington Painting 
3040 Edwin Ave.       .Fort Lee Birthplace of the 
                        American Revolution 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the public portion of the meeting was closed.  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:00 p.m.  
 
 

____________________                                                            
Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                 Thursday, January 24, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Goldberg, 
                Sohmer, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT: Councilwoman Kasofsky 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 
 Vianna Episcopio, Fort Lee Little Miss America 2007-2008, led 
everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich had no special report tonight. 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

PR-1 – Recognition of Fort Lee Little Miss America 2007-2008 
Vianna Episcopio 
 
 Mayor Sokolich presented a plaque to Vianna Episcopio that 
recognized her accomplishment on being named Fort Lee Little Miss 
America back in August of 2007. 
 
 Vianna thanked her parents and friends for their support. 
 
 
R-A – Authorizing Hiring of One (1) Police Officer 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
have determined the need to authorize the hiring of a Police 
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Officer for the Police Department, based on the current Table of 
Organization; and 

 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that the following individual 

be appointed to the position of Police Officer, with an effective 
date of January 24, 2008, 

 
John G. Reuter 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this appointment is made 

in accordance with a New Jersey Department of Personnel 
Certification of Eligibles for Appointment List, for the title of 
Police Officer, and the salary shall be in accordance with the 
current P.B.A. Contract. 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 
 
 Thomas Ripoli, Police Chief, thanked the Mayor and Council 
for letting the Police Department continue to operate under the 
Borough’s current table of organization. 
 

OATH OF OFFICE 
 

 Mayor Sokolich swore in Police Officer John G. Reuter.  His 
mother Jeanne, and his sister Kelly held the Bible, and his father 
Deputy Police Chief John R. Reuter, pinned on his badge. 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 20, 
2007/January 3, 2008 Recessed Meeting were approved with Council 
Members Goldberg and Sohmer abstaining. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-5 - Amending Chapter 388, Article III, Section 37, 
Parking Prohibited When Road is Snow Covered – To Include the 
Southerly Side of Bridge Plaza North Between Lemoine Avenue and 
Center Avenue  
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2008-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 
388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE III, TRAFFIC REGULATIONS, 
SECTION 37 PARKING PROHIBITED WHEN ROAD IS SNOW COVERED, OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 14, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-6 - Amending Chapter 372, Taxicabs and Limousines, 
Article II, Limousines, Section 36 License Fees – Transfer Fee of 
$150.00  
  
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2008-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER  
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372, TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE II LIMOUSINES. SECTION 36 
LICENSE FEES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 14, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-7 – Amending Chapter 372, Taxicabs and Limousines, 
Article I, Taxicabs, Section 14 License Fees – Transfer Fee of 
$150.00 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2008-7 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 
372 TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE I TAXICABS, SECTION 14 
LICENSE FEES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 14, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-8 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking on a Certain Portion of Center Avenue South of Guntzer 
Street 

   
On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, and carried, Ord. #2008-8 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE  
AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULE, 
SECTION 43 SCHEDULE I NO PARKING, IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 
388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE II PARKING, SECTION 5 
PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES ON CERTAIN STREETS, OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 14, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-9 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 44, Schedule II, 
No Parking on Certain Portions of Main Street and Flectcher Avenue 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2008-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 
388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 44 SCHEDULE 
II PARKING PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE II PARKING, SECTION 6 
PARKING PROHIBITED CERTAIN HOURS ON CERTAIN STREETS, OF THE CODE 
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 14,  
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-10 - Amending Chapter 289, Sections 34H and 34K, 
Regulations Concerning  Municipal Parking Lots – Meters 
Designated; Time Permitted and Operations of All Municipal Parking 
Lots on a Twenty Four (24) Hour Basis  
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 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2008-10 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND 
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPER 289, SECTION 34, OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
CODE ENTITLED REGULATIONS CONCERNING MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 14, 
2008. 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-11 - Amending Chapter 261, Land Use Procedures, 
Appendix B: Subsections D&E, Application Fee Schedule and Escrow  
Schedule 
   
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2008-11 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
ORDINANCE #2006-17 AND ORDINANCE #2007-54, AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 261 LAND USE PROCEDURES, “APPENDIX B: FEES AND ESCROW 
FUNDS,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 14, 
2008. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2008-1 – Amending Salary Ord. #2006-46 for White Collar 
Bargaining Unit Employees - Recreation Program Specialist  
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2008-
1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2006-46 
AMENDING TITLED, SALARIES AND SALARY RANGES FOR WHITE COLLAR 
EMPLOYEES.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street asked if this employee and 
the employees/professional professionals listed in Ordinance #’s 
2008-2 and #2008-3 are taking 10% pay cuts. 
 
 Ms. Thomas responded the ordinances that are scheduled for 
tonight’s public hearings include 10% pay cuts for the Borough’s 
professionals.  With regard to this specific ordinance there is no 
pay cut for the Recreation Program Specialist for that position is 
not appointed annually. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-2 – Amending Salary Ord. #2006-47 and #2007-46 
(Schedule C) for Certain Non-Union Employees – Mayor & Council 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan  
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and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2007-
52 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2006-47 AND 
#2007-46 FOR CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES (SCHEDULE C) FOR 2008-
2009.” 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this ordinance reduces the Mayor 
and Council salaries by 10% which was agreed to and committed to 
by the entire governing body. 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-3 – Amending Salary Ord. #2004-22 and #2005-13 
(Schedule B) for  Certain Non-Union Employees – Borough Attorney, 
Labor Attorney and Board of Adjustment Attorney 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, Ordinance #2008-3 was amended as follows: 
 
 The salaried position of Borough Attorney shall be eliminated 
from the Borough’s salary ordinances.   
 
 There being no further discussion, the ordinance was amended 
on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2008-
3 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2004-22 AND #2005-13 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-
UNION EMPLOYEES as amended.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Golbderg, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-4 - Amending Chapter 42, Advisory Committee for 
the Disabled – Section 2, Composition to Include Position of Legal 
Advisor 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2008-4 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 42 ADVISORY 
COMMMITTE FOR THE DISABLED, SECTION 2 COMPOSITION, OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
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 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 Mr. Grant stated that the legal advisor position for the ADA 
board is an unpaid position.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that these are services that are being 
donated by a gentleman who specializes in this area. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing 
was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-9. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $7,416,612.98 
Capital                                          165,786.59 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                    n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,870.00 
Trip Admissions                                      n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         12,667.75 
Police Activity Account                           17,110.29 
Special Dog Account                                  326.00 
Senior Citizen Advisory Account (Computer)             n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund I                          n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,615.96 
Redemption Account                                   n/a 
School Resource Account                             n/a 
Dedicated Penalties         n/a 
Road Improvement Plan                             61,661.15 
Cop Car Donation          450.00          
 
Total:                                        $7,680,100.72 
 
 
CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Paul Kim for the Fort Lee Community 
Center  
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
have authorized the hiring of a Building Maintenance Worker for 
the Community Center, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Paul Kim be appointed to a full time  
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position of Building Maintenance Worker, Grade 6, Step A in the 
Public Buildings & Grounds Department, with an effective date of 
January 28, 2008; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional 
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of Personnel 
and shall be at an annual salary of $31,146, pursuant to the Blue 
Collar Bargaining Unit Contract. 
 

 
CA-3 - Approving Firefighter Application for Jason Schader for  
Fire Company #4 
 
 The firefighter application for Jason Schader for Fire 
Company #4 was approved. 
 
 
CA-4 - Awarding Bid to Winner Ford of Cherry Hill, New Jersey for  
the Purchase of Three (3) New 4x4 Sports Utility Vehicles for the 
Police Department and Fire Prevention Bureau – $68,544.00 Total 
for All Three Sports Utility Vehicles 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF THREE NEW 4X4 SPORTS UTILITY VEHICLES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase three new 4x4 sports utility vehicles for 
use by Borough personnel in performing vital municipal services; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 7, 2007, bid packages were received 
from the following bidders in response to the Borough’s public 
solicitation for bids for the purchase of three new 4x4 sports 
utility vehicles: 
 
  All American Ford, Inc.   $66,570.00 
 
  Winner Ford of Cherry Hill   $68,544.00 
; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by the 
ostensible low bidder, All American Ford, Inc. (“All American”), 
and determined that All American failed to provide sufficient bid 
security, a consent of surety from a surety company licensed to do 
business in New Jersey, and a Business Registration Certificate, 
as mandated by the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
23.2, and the Bid Specifications issued by the Borough for the 
purchase of three new 4x4 sports utility vehicles; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a contractor’s failure to 
include sufficient bid security, a consent of surety from a surety 
company licensed to do business in New Jersey, and a copy of its 
Department of Treasury Business Registration Certificate at the 
time designated for the receipt of bids are material and non-
waivable defects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the bid of All American should be rejected as non-
responsive for failure to comply with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Winner Ford of Cherry Hill (“Winner”) was in compliance with 
the requirements of the bid specifications and that Winner 
constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 
purchase of three new 4x4 sports utility vehicles for use by 
Borough personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of contracting for the purchase of three new 4x4 sports utility 
vehicles for use by Borough personnel in performing vital 
municipal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 
purchase of three new 4x4 sports utility vehicles for use by 
Borough personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Winner for the of three 
new 4x4 sports utility vehicles is necessary for the Borough’s 
efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that Winner Ford of Cherry Hill, 250 Berlin Road, Cherry 
Hill, New Jersey is the lowest responsible and compliant bidder 
and is awarded the contract for the purchase of three new 4x4 
sports utility vehicles for use by Borough personnel in performing 
vital municipal services in accordance with the applicable bid 
documents and specifications for the amount of $68,544.00; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough be and are 
hereby authorized to execute an agreement with Winner Ford of 
Cherry Hill in accordance with its bid; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the purchase of three new 
4x4 sports utility vehicles for use by Borough personnel in 
performing vital municipal services; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to  
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering October 1, 2007 to 
December 31, 2007 - $2,010.00 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 

authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $1,150.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 
for the period covering October 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007. 
Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 
Human Services. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $860.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the months of October, November and December 2007.  
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CA-6 -  Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Advertise for Bids 
for Garbage/Recycling Services for the Borough 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids for:  
 
     . Garbage/Recycling Services for the Borough 
 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing the Utilization of New Tax Maps for the Borough 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

REGARDING THE USE OF NEW TAX MAPS 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that the 
Borough of Fort Lee will utilize, retroactive from January 1, 2008 
new tax maps that have been approved by the State of New Jersey.  
Such new tax maps are hereby designated as the official tax maps 
of the Borough of Fort Lee and shall be available for public 
review in the Office of the Tax Assessor of the Borough of Fort 
Lee. 
 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Purchase of Nine (9) Panasonic Toughbook  
Notebook Computers with Accessories for the Police Department Via 
State Contract #67176 From CDW Government Inc., Vernon Hills, 
Illinois - $44,989.29 
 
 WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 
nine (9) Panasonic Toughbook 30 Notebook Computers with 
Accessories; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the computers are available through CDW Government 
Inc, via New Jersey State Contract #67176; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $21,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to 
purchase the aforementioned computer equipment by purchase order 
from CDW Government Inc, 230 North Milwaukee Avenue, Vernon Hills, 
Illinois, 60061 in the amount of $44,989.29.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase. 
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CA-9 - Approving Limousine License for Korea Express USA Inc.,  
at 2021 Lemoine Avenue 

 
WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Ohmoon-Kwon d/b/a 

Korea Express USA, Inc., at 2021 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey for a owner’s license to operate a limousine business in 
the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only twelve (12) such 

companies can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently 
there are twelve (12) limousine businesses operating; and 

 
WHEREAS, the owner of the current limousine owner’s license 

Jung Hwan Jun, Koreana Transport Services, formerly with a 
business office at 1605 John Street has consented to transfer his 
business to Korea Express USA, Inc.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the applicant (Ohmoon-Kwon) has been reviewed and 

approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, Building Department 
and Fire Department for a business office at 2021 Lemoine Avenue, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that 

they authorize a person-to-person transfer of Koreana Transport 
Services, Inc., limousine license to Korea Express USA, Inc. at 
2021 Lemoine Avenue; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the license formally owned by 

Koreana Transport Services, Inc., be considered abandoned; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon payment of the applicable 

license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed 
to issue a new limousine business owner’s license to Korea Express 
USA Inc., 2021 Lemoine Avenue, for the operation of a limousine 
service to include parking of limousines at the same address. 

 
Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-4, CA-7 and 

CA-8. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Mr. Cervieri responded to CA-4.  Ms. Thomas 
and Messrs. Sokolich and Cervieri answered CA-7, and Ms. Thomas 
and Mayor Sokolich spoke to CA-8. 

 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-9) was 
approved unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 - Awarding Contract to Administrative Purchasing Consultants, 
214 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, as the Borough’s 
Purchasing Consultant - $67,500 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Administrative Purchasing 
Consultants to be the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant for 2008. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
     WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Purchasing Consultant for 2008; and 
 
     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 
the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 
appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation  
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within the municipality; and 
 
     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 
Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 
member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 
committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 
the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq., and  
 
     WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 
(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 
(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 
that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 
of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 
writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitations of 
qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 
announce the qualifications when awarded; and 
 
     WHEREAS, an RFQ for Purchasing Consultant services was 
previously authorized by the Borough and issued a “fair and open 
process” on December 11, 2007,returnable by December 21, 2007 and 
publicly opened on December 27, 2007; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough received a timely and complete 
Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 
Certificate, from Administrative Purchasing Consultants; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
Purchasing Consulting Services of Administrative Purchasing 
Consultants, 214 Main Street, 3rd Floor, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
07024 will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant 
factors considered; and 
 
     WHEREAS, funds will be available by the way of the municipal 
budget to compensate said Purchasing Consultant,  
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said Purchasing Consultant is hereby 
appointed for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Purchasing 
Consultant for the year 2008 shall be $67,500 
 
     Borough of Fort Lee      $58,500 
 Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center      9,000 
 
; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all claims shall be approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to 
an agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof.    
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 
 
R-2 – Awarding Contract to H. Ney Associates, L.L.C as the  
Borough’s Traffic Engineer for 2008 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated H. Ney Associates, L.L.C as the 
Borough’s Traffic Engineer for 2008. 
 
 Councilman Sargenti introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an engineer(s) for the year 
2008 to serve as Traffic Engineer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
Open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., by 
issuing a Request for Qualifications for Traffic Engineering 
Services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an RFQ for Traffic Engineering Services was 
previously authorized by the Borough and issued through a “fair 
and open process” on December 11, 2007 returnable by December 21, 
2007 and publicly opened on December 27, 2007; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received a timely and complete 
Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 
Certificate, from H. Hey Associates, LLC; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team and the Mayor and Council 
have received Qualification Statements from the following firm 
and/or traffic engineers and have determined that their services 
will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 
considered: 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 
 
 
R-3 - Awarding Contract to Paul Phillips of the Firm Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc, New York, New York, as the 
Borough Planner for 2008 – Fee Not to Exceed $45,000 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Paul Phillips of the firm Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc.  to be the Borough’s Planner for 
2008. 
 
 Councilman Sargenti introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Borough Planner for 2008; and 
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 
the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 
appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 
Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 
member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 
committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 
the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 
(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 
(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 
that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 
of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 
writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitation of 
qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 
announce the qualifications when awarded; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an RFQ for Borough Planner services was previously 
authorized by the Borough and issued under a “fair and open 
process” on December 11, 2007, returnable by December 21, 2007 and 
publicly opened on December 27, 2007; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received a timely and complete 
Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 
Certificate, from Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips Preiss 
Shapiro Associates; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
Borough Planner services of Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, 434 Sixth Avenue, New York, New York, 
10011 will be the most advantageous to the Borough all relevant 
factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated the above listed 
Borough Planner firm to serve as Borough Planner for the Borough 
of Fort Lee for the year 2008, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates said Borough Planner be and is hereby 
appointed as Borough Planner for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 
way of the municipal budget to compensate said Borough Planner; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Borough 
Planner for year 2008 shall be a fee not to exceed $45,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all claims shall be approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to 
an agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 
 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that he expects 2008 to be a banner year 
for events coming out of the Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs 
and the Fort Lee Film Commission. 
 
 He announced the following events scheduled for February. 
 
 1. Feburary 13th at 7:30 p.m. at the Fort Lee Community 
Center – Black History Month – Features National Coalition of 100 
Black Women’s Jeanette Curtis Rideau. 
 
 2. February 20th at 7:30 p.m. at the Fort Lee Community 
Center – An Evening with Benjamin Franklin – Franklin impersonator 
and history teacher Jack Sherry will reenact the life and times of 
Benjamin Franklin in an interactive format program. 
 
 3. February 10th at 2:00 p.m. at the Fort Lee Public Library 
– A Tribute to Oscar Micheaux – There will be a viewing of the 
documentary “In the Shadow of Hollywood: Race Movies & the Birth 
of Black Cinema”  
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that he and Mayor Sokolich visited Fire 
House #4 a couple of weeks ago at which time Fire Company #4 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of firefighter Charles Nicolich.   
The entire company turned out for the dinner.  Mr. Nicolich was 
presented with a plaque and an engraved watch.  Mr. Sohmer offered 
his congratulations to Mr. Nicolich and added that Charlie 
continues to be a big asset to Fire Company #4. 
 
 He stated that he attended the dinner last Friday at the Fort 
Lee Community Center when University of Wisconsin Professor Harvey 
Kaye spoke.  Mr. Kaye is the author of “Thomas Paine and His 
Promise of America”.  It was a terrific turnout with more than 100 
people attending.  He thanked Messrs. Pohan and Sokolich for their 
generous donations to the Thomas Paine Society.  The monies being 
collected are ultimately to be used to place a statute of Thomas 
Paine in Monument Park. 
 
 He reminded everyone to vote on Tuesday, February 5th which 
is the Presidential Primary.  Voting hours are 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – echoed Mr. Sohmer’s comments with regard to 
the event held last Friday at the Community Center.  He also urged 
people to donate to the Thomas Paine Society so that the statue 
can be placed in Monument Park. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – stated that a pitch, hit and run program is 
being setup in Fort Lee for children between the ages of 7 and 14.   
This will be a national program which eventually will send kids to 
compete at Yankee Stadium who qualify for the finals which will be  
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held during 2008 Major League All Star break.  The program is 
similar to the very successful nationally known football punt, 
pass and kick competition.  
  
 
Councilman Cervieri – announced the following upcoming events 
scheduled at the Fort Lee Public Library.   
 
     1. College Funding Awareness Program - February 2nd at 2:00 
p.m. 
 
 The Consortium for Education Funding Awareness, a non-profit 
organization, is offering an informative workshop. Families that 
qualify for Federal Aid will learn how to select colleges that 
offer the best packages and how to maximize aid awards, while 
avoiding costly mistakes. 
 
 Those families who do not qualify for Federal Aid will learn 
the strategies that will allow them to send their child to college 
without a significant impact on their lifestyle or retirement 
plans. 
 

2.  Magdalena Llamas, Mezzo Soprano, will appear on Saturday, 
February 9, at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 Ms. Llamas is a soloist form Granada, Spain, currently 
residing in New York City.  In Spain she earned a Bachelor of 
Music in Piano Performance, Voice, Harmony, Music Theory, and 
Conducting.  In the United States, she completed her training at 
Westminster Choir College and the Julliard School. 
 
 Ms. Llamas has performed the lead role in Luisa Fernanda at 
Lincoln Center (New York Grand Opera and Riverside Opera Company 
television broadcast), and also the roles of Carmen, Sesto, 
Dorabella, and Rosina. 
 
 Don’t miss this one-time only performance in New Jersey by an 
internationally renowned diva. 
 
 An early arrival is highly recommended.  Seat saving will not 
be permitted. 
 
 A reception will follow the performance. 
 

3. The author of “Manless in Montclair”, Ms. Amy Edelman, 
will conduct a lecture and book signing on Saturday, February 16, 
at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 Ms. Edelman’s story is about a single mother who has recently 
lost her husband.  Ms. Edelman, like the heroine in her novel, 
offered a trip for two to anyone who helped her find a husband.  
This rather unique offer landed her on page three of the  
Daily News.   
 
 Learn what happened next, both in her book, and in the 
author’s life. 
 
 Admission to this program is free and a small reception for 
the author will follow the book signing. 
 
 For additional information regarding all of these programs 
please contact Bill Camal, program coordinator for the Library, at 
201-592-3614, ext. 4010. 
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 Mr. Cervieri stated that the sound system inside the Council 
Chambers has been upgraded and the Borough is in the process of 
purchasing special hearing devices so that people with hearing 
impairments may be able to listen to meetings that take place 
inside the chambers. 
  
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 No one from the public came up to speak during this portion 
of the meeting. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:47 p.m.  
 
 
     

_____________________                                                            
Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, January 10, @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,   
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 3, 2008, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 4, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2008 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that he has been asked over the last 
two months what’s the biggest challenge that he and the governing 
body have to deal with over the course of the next few years.  
Traffic and taxes are both interchangeable issues and difficult to 
conquer.  The Borough is committed to doing everything it can in 
taking care of those issues.  In a meeting that he attended 
yesterday with other southeast Bergen County Mayors and New Jersey 
Transit, he discussed how to lessen the number of vehicles on the 
Borough roadways.  The Port Authority has agreed to give the 
Borough $160,000 to purchase two new buses which will help 
continue to provide free ferry shuttle service for  Borough 
residents.  The service is going to expand to include a stop in 
Cliffside Park at the Winston Towers.  The Borough will be 
receiving money from the Cliffside Park residents to help defray 
the cost of the free shuttle ferry service for the Borough’s 
residents.  Also, by picking up residents in Cliffside Park there 
is a good change there will be less vehicles traveling through 
Fort Lee during peak hours.  At the beginning of yesterday’s 
meeting the New Jersey Transit representative made it clear that 
they have no money available to help Fort Lee.  These are the type 
of problems that Governor Corzine is dealing with that trickles 
down to the Borough.  Required pension payments to the State of 
New Jersey for the Police Department alone are in excess of more 
than $1,000,000 from last year.  Tax issues are something that are 
dealt with everyday. He’s hoping everyone remains patient.  He 
does not want to have to cut services to the Borough’s residents.   
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FIRE CHIEFS’ SWEARING IN CEREMONY/AWARDS & PRESENTATIONS 
 
 Jeff Bernard, 2008 Fire Chief, called outgoing Fire Chief 
Jack Siccardi to the podium, who gave the following speech.   

 
“I would like to thank all of the officers and members of the Fort 
Lee Fire Department for their support and to extend to them all ’A 
Job Well Done’. 
 
I would like to thank Chief Bernard and Deputy Chief Steve Curry 
for their support and assistance in leading this department 
through a busy year ending with the largest incident we had with 
the fire on Main Street in November. 
 
I would like to thank the Mayor and Council, Borough Administrator 
and Borough Clerk for their support. 
 
I would like to thank my family for their support and 
understanding. 
 
I would like to thank the members of Fire Company #1 for their 
support over the past three years. 
 
And finally I would like to thank the residents of Fort Lee for 
their generosity and support of this department throughout the 
year. 
 
The Fort Lee Fire Department responded to 1,596 calls, which 
included responding to our neighboring towns thirty-four times.  
In addition, we requested assistance from our neighboring towns 
eight times. 
 
There were a number of firefighters injured throughout the year, 
but thankfully none of the injuries were serious. 
 
Serving as Chief of this great department is a privilege, serving 
as Chief twice is a great honor and is something that I will never 
forget. 
 
I would like to wish everyone a happy and safe New Year and I know 
that I leave the leadership of this department in the good hands 
of the fire chiefs and officers for 2008.” 
 
 Chief Bernard thanked Chief Siccardi on behalf of the Fire 
Department.  He personally thanked him also for his friendship and 
mentoring. 
 
 Chief Bernard presented Chief Siccardi with a plaque that 
displayed all of his different fire department shields. 
 
 

FIRE CHIEFS’ SWEARING IN CEREMONY (OATHS OF OFFICE) 
 
 Mayor Sokolich administered the oaths of office to the newly 
elected Chief, Deputy Chief, Battalion Chief, Captains and 
Lieutenants for the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department. 
 

1st Lieutenants:  Bruce Holtje, Gary Krautmann, Lane 
Goldstein and John Pascale 

 
2nd Lieutenants: Chris Ipek, Don Sauvageot, Keith Elisberg 

and Steve Piccinich 
 
Captains: Jeffrey Silver, Keith Sabatino, Joseph Piemonte and 

Donald O’Prandy 
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Battalion Chief: William Chippane. His sons Brandon and 
Justin held the Bible, and his son Brandon pinned on his badge. 
 
     Deputy Chief:  Steven Curry.  His wife Joanne held the Bible, 
and his son, Michael pinned on his badge. 
 
     Chief: Jeff Bernard.  His wife Cindy held the Bible, and his 
dad, former Fire Chief Thomas Bernard Sr., pinned on his badge. 
 
 Chief Bernard stated that he’s honored to be leading the Fire 
Department in 2008.  He thanked all of the ex-chiefs throughout 
the years who have taught him and shared their knowledge and ideas 
with him.  He looks forward to working with the Mayor and Council 
and thanked everyone for attending tonight’s ceremony. 
 
 John Pasquale, 1st lieutenant, stated that tonight’s ceremony 
is an age-old tradition of fire service throughout the United 
States where with a swearing in and the taking of an Oath of 
Office, Fire Department members protect the residents of the 
Borough from the ravages of fire by the leaders of the Fire 
Department.  Only a select few men have become Fire Chief who have 
had the privilege of leading the Fort Lee Fire Department over the 
past 120 years.  Tonight another member will be honored who will 
be joining a very select group, those who have obtained 50 years 
of service within the Fire Department. Charles Nicolich of Fire 
Company #4 will be sworn-in tonight as an Honorary Chief of the 
Fire Department.  Up until tonight there have been only five other 
Fort Lee Department members who have served that long. 
 
 Mr. Pasquale gave a brief overview of Mr. Nicholich’s  
history of volunteer fire service to the Borough.  
 

OATH OF OFFICE 
 

 Mayor Sokolich administered the oath of office to the 
Honorary Chief. 
 
 Honorary Chief: Charles Nicolich.  His daughters Andrea and 
Carla held the Bible, and his wife Olive, pinned on his badge.  
 
 The 2008 fire chiefs, along with the members of Fort Lee Fire 
Company #4 came up to the podium rail and saluted Honorary Chief 
Nicolich. 

 
 James Viola, Commander of VFW Post #2342, praised the Fire 
Department for their actions taken on November 29th when a fire 
broke out on Main Street adjacent to the VFW which threatened 
their premises.  He presented outgoing Fire Chief Siccardi with a 
banner which had been displayed for over a month outside the VFW 
thanking the Fire Department for their efforts on November 29th 
and for the service they give to the residents of the Borough 
every day. 
 
 A five minute recess was taken at this point in the meeting. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2008-1 - Amending Salary Ord. #2006-46 for White Collar 
Bargaining Unit Employees - Recreation Program Specialist 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2006-46 AMENDING TITLES, SALARIES AND 
SALARRY RANGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES,” was introduced and  
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passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
January 24, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-2 - Amending Salary Ord. #2006-47 and #2007-46 for 
Certain Non-Union Employees – Mayor & Council (Schedule C) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2006-47 AND #2007-46 FOR CERTAIN NON-
UNION EMPLOYEES (SCHEDULE C) FOR 2008-2009,” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
January 24, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-3 - Amending Salary Ord. #2004-22 and #2005-13 
(Schedule B) for Certain Non-Union Employees – Borough Attorney, 
Labor Attorney and Board of Adjustment Attorney 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2008-3 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2004-22 AND #2005-13 ESTABLISHING 
SALARIES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-UNION 
EMPLOYEES,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
January 24, 2008. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2008-4 – Amending Chapter 42, Advisory Committee for 
the Disabled, Section 2, Composition to Include Position of Legal 
Advisor  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2008- entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 42 ADVISORY COMMMITTE FOR THE DISABLED, SECTION 2 
COMPOSITION, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for January 24, 
2008. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
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Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-5. 
 
 
CA-1 - Authorizing Transfer of Joseph Calabro from the Parking 
Authority to the DPW as a Full Time Laborer, Grade 9, Step A 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
have approved the transfer of Joseph Calabro from the Parking 
Authority to the Department of Public Works, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Joseph Calabro be appointed to the 
full time position of Laborer, Grade 9, Step A in the Department 
of Public Works, with an effective date retroactive to January 2, 
2008; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department 
of Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $36,359, pursuant 
to the current Blue Collar Bargaining Unit Contract. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to  
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering July 1, 2007 to 
September 30, 2007 - $1,885.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $1,625.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 
for the period covering July 1, 2007 through September 30, 2007. 
Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 
Human Services. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $260.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the month of September 2007.  
 
 
CA-5 - Requesting Approval from the Director of the Division of 
Local Government Services to Establish a Dedicated Trust By Rider 
for the Collection and Deposit of Parking Improvement Fees 
Assessed by the Granting Board(s) and Borough Council 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE REQUESTING  
APPROVAL OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT SERVICES TO ESTABLISH A DEDICATED TRUST BY 
RIDER FOR THE COLLECTION AND DEPOSIT OF PARKING  
IMPROVEMENT FEES ASSESSED BY THE GRANTING BOARD(S) AND 
BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 
 WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services for approval as a dedication 
by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the revenue 
is not subject to reasonable accurate estimates in advance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 provides that the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services may approve expenditures of 
monies by dedication by rider, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the  
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Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 

 
1. The governing body hereby requests permission of the    

Director of the Division of Local Government Services 
        to collect and deposit monies into the parking  

improvement trust fund, and to dedicate this trust to 
provide for engineering and design, traffic and other 
feasibility studies; acquisition through purchase,  
erection, construction or installation of off-street 
parking facilities, parking structures and equipment 
and other associated parking project development costs, 
including professional and legal fees. 
 

 2. The municipal clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee is hereby 
directed to forward two certified copies of this 
resolution to the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services. 

                      
           
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-5.   
 
 Mr. Cohen responded to her question. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-5 except for 
CA-2 and CA-4 which were removed for separate vote by Councilman 
Cervieri and Mayor Sokolich respectively) was approved 
unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1/CA-2 - Approving Change Order #1 for Creamer-Sanzari for 
Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements to Main Street and Hudson 
Terrace for Relocation of Gas Service and the Water Main at the 
Central Road Bridge - $64,200 
  
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 
 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:      Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements 
                            To Main Street and Hudson Terrace 
 
ENGINEER:                  Boswell McClave Engineering 
 
CONTRACTOR:                Creamer-Sanzari, A Joint Venture 
                           101 East Broadway 
                           Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 
 
CHANGE ORDER #:            1 
 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:    $11,486,324.00 
 
COST OF CHANGE ORDER          $ 64,200.00 
 
NEW CONTRACT SUM:        $11,550,524.00 
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NATURE OF CHANGES:         Relocation of Gas Service at the 
                           Central Road Bridge - $26,500.00                 
                           Relocation of Water Main at the 
                           Central Road Bridge - $37,700.00 
 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT #          052150-55-2707-021         
         
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-2/CA-4  Renewing Liquor License for Hangar, Inc. at 2143 Route 4  
East for 2007-2008 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE RENEWING 
THE PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE OF HANGAR, INC. 

 
 WHEREAS, Hangar, Inc. (“Hangar”) is the owner and holder of a 
Plenary Retail Consumption License No. 0219-33-042-008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, PTK, LLC (“PTK”) is a limited liability corporation 
seeking municipal approval of transfer of Hangar’s liquor license; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, PTK previously submitted an application to the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) for a person-to-person transfer of 
the Hangar license; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Fort Lee, refused to allow for the person-to-person 
Transfer of the license, and its renewal; and 
 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the refusal of Fort Lee to allow for 
the renewal, transfer and operation of the license, Hanger and PTK 
appealed to the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control (“ABC”) 
and, ultimately, to the Office of Administrative Law (“OAL”) under 
Agency Nos. 7107 and 7111; and OAL DKT Nos.: ABC9590-05 and 9923-
05 respectively; and 
 
 WHEREAS, during the course of the litigation the said license 
became inactive; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the litigation between the Borough and Hanger has 
been concluded, but the said litigation continues as between the 
Borough and PTK; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney and the Fort Lee Police 
Department have reviewed the application for a license renewal for 
Hangar, Inc. and have recommended the issuance of same subject to 
certain conditions, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
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1. The plenary retail consumption license renewal for Hangar           

    is hereby approved.  However, both Hanger and the Borough   
        agree that license shall not be alienated, leased or sold 
        in any manner without the prior approval of the  
        appropriate local and state agencies. 
 
 2. Hanger and the Borough agree, that the Borough retains  
        the right to impose reasonable conditions upon the  
        operation of the liquor license, and that Fort Lee has  
    not waived any of its rights to place additional 
    reasonable conditions upon Hangar, Inc. prior to and 
        during the reactivation of the license. 
 
 3. Both the Borough and Hanger have jointly agreed that  
        nothing herein contained shall be construed to  
        interfere with or affect the remaining issues involving 
        the pending litigation between the Borough and PTK. 
 
 4. The municipal clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee is hereby 
        directed to forward two certified copies of this 
        Resolution to the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
        and the Office of Administrative Law. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer - stated that fall/winter leaf pickup program in 
the Borough will end on Friday, January 11th.  For the week of 
January 14th through January 18th, pick up will be for leaves in 
paper bags only.  Plastic bags will not be picked up.  After this 
week, lawn debris will not be collected until March. 

 
 He stated that residents should be aware of parking when it 
is snowing out. There are certain snow streets where parking is 
prohibited. Residents should park their cars on the proper side of 
the streets where designated.  Vehicles will be ticketed and towed 
by the Police Department if they are parked in designated “no 
parking” areas.  These laws are in effect so that the streets may 
be plowed properly by the Borough’s Department of Public Works. 
 
 He stated that the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center is 
the focal point for residents sixty and older.  The center serves 
over 110 meals a day.  He spoke to some of the many programs that 
the senior center offers.  He urged the residents to use the 
senior citizen center and to take advantage of its many offerings. 

 
 
Councilman Goldberg - offered his congratulations to the Fire 
Department and the new inductees.  He hopes it’s a safe year.   
 
 He stated that there is a Presidential Primary scheduled for 
Tuesday, February 5th in the State of New Jersey.  The last day to 
register to vote is Tuesday, January 15th.  The Borough Clerk’s 
office will be open until 9:00 p.m. on January 15th to register 
voters. 
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Councilman Sargenti – offered his congratulations to the Fire 
Department officials sworn in tonight.  He added that Mr. 
Nicolich’s achievement of serving fifty years with the Fire 
Department is amazing. 
 
Mayor Sokolich – stated that Fort Lee residents are well served 
and protected by the Fire Department.  They are a dedicated group 
of individuals with tremendous knowledge with regard to fire 
prevention.  He believes that the Borough gives them the best 
equipment and apparatus which helps them do their jobs so well. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – expressed his gratitude to the Fire 
Department and all of the Borough’s emergency services for the 
tremendous job that they do. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Mr. Jung              .GWB Plaza Parking          Mayor Sokolich 
2169 Lemoine Ave.      
      .Limousine Licensing        Mr. Grant 
                                                  Mayor Sokolich 
 
Anna Lypinski         .Praising of Boroughs 
400 Park Place          Emergency Services 
 
                      .Boroughs Radio Station/    Ms. Thomas 
                        Emergency Notification    Mr. Sokolich 
                        To Residents in Need      Mr. Sargenti 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:05 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       _______________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REORGANIZATION MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, January 3, 2008 @6:45 p.m. 
 

 The Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council 
Chambers, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
NJ. 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,    
Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
     Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
     J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
     Joseph Iannaconi, CFO 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 All members of this body have been advised both orally and in 
writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place, and proposed agenda hereof: 
 
 On December 21, 2007 a written notice of the time, place, and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, TIME WARNER CABLE and a copy was filed 
with the Borough Clerk. 
 
 On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed 
for the year 2008. 
 
 

INVOCATIONS 
 

 Fr. Stephen Carey of the Madonna R. C. Church and Rabbi Meir 
Berger of the New Synagogue of Fort Lee offered the invocations 
for the New Year. 
 
  

OATHS OF OFFICE 
 

 Mark Sokolich was sworn in as Mayor by Superior Court Judge 
Don Venezia.  His wife, Denise and his children, Daniel and Devin 
held the Bible. 
 
 Ila Kasofsky was sworn in as Councilwoman by Mayor Sokolich. 
Her daughter Brett held the Bible, as she took her Oath of Office. 
 
 Jan Goldberg was sworn in as a Councilman by District 38 
Assemblywoman Joan Voss. His wife, Jane held the Bible, as he took 
his Oath of Office. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Mayor Sokolich asked Mr. Grant to read the following letter 
from Kay Nest, Fort Lee Democratic Chairperson: 
 
 “December 12, 2007, thirty two Fort Lee Democratic Committee 
people met at 5:00 p.m. at the Fort Lee V.F.W. and were given 
three names to select for the replacement of Mayor Elect Mark 
Sokolich’s vacant council seat.  Richard Radoian, Harvey Sohmer 
and James Viola, Sr. 
 
 By unanimous vote, Harvey Sohmer was selected to go before 
the council for appointment.  Enclosed is a copy of Harvey’s 
resume for your review.” 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

R-1 – Appointment to Fill Council Vacancy 
 
     Mayor Sokolich nominated Harvey Sohmer to fill the unexpired 
term of Mark Sokolich until the November General Election. 
 
     Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
     WHEREAS, a vacancy exists on the Municipal Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, 
due to the resignation of Mark Sokolich; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the said resignation creates the need to fill the 
unexpired term for a period up to and including November 4, 2008, 
at which time the balance of the term will be filled in the 
General Election, said unexpired term to expire December 31, 2009; 
and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:16-1 et seq. and more 
specifically 40A:16-11, the Governing Body unanimously chosen, 
from the list of three eligible candidates supplied by the 
Democratic Municipal Committee, Harvey Sohmer to serve for the 
aforesaid unexpired term up to and including November 4, 2008, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that it hereby appoints Harvey Sohmer as a member of the 
Municipal Council for a term up to and including November 4, 2008. 
 
     The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

OATH OF OFFICE 
 

 Harvey Sohmer was sworn in as a Councilman by Assemblywoman 
Voss. His wife, Roberta, and his grandchildren Lindsey and Rachel 
held the Bible, as he took his Oath of Office.   
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

Ms. Nest stated that she’s very proud and grateful to 
everyone for coming out tonight for the official swearing in of   
the new Mayor, Mark Sokolich, and experienced Council members Ila 
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Kasofsky and Jan Goldberg along with newly appointed Councilman 
Harvey Sohmer. 

 
The Council works hard for all of the residents.  Last year 

was a difficult year but in the end everyone came together to work 
to keep Fort Lee moving forward and to continue to be the best 
community in the State of New Jersey, if not the entire country. 

 
She has to say that she can’t think of Fort Lee without 

remembering Jack Alter, who not only was its Mayor for sixteen 
years, which is longer than President Roosevelt served the nation, 
but Jack served the town and each and every one of its citizens 
with grace and wit that will long be remembered. 

 
She thanked Joan Alter for her work alongside Jack as they 

were a team. 
 
Jack wasn’t only the Mayor but also a dear friend to Dick and 

her for over thirty years. 
 
She will miss Jack but she knows that he would be happy that 

Mark is continuing in his footsteps, which are mighty big ones to 
fill. 

 
Fortunately, Mark, like all the members of the governing 

body, learned from Jack’s leadership and experience, and, as a 
result, the Borough has a highly educated, independent Council, 
whose members might not always agree on every issue, but each and 
every one only wants what’s best for Fort Lee. 

 
She said that Mark Sokolich is energetic, with fresh ideas 

and who has significant business and financial expertise.  He is a 
lifelong resident of Fort Lee who has always been involved with 
organized sports activities and the Borough’s youth.  She knows  
that he will make a great Mayor and he is lucky to have such a 
qualified Council to work with. 

 
As for Ila Kasofsky, the outpouring of support from the 

community resulted in Ila winning a third term by an overwhelming 
margin.  It seems like only yesterday that she was first elected 
and she immediately began making contributions to an effective 
government. 

 
For the last four months, Ila was the Acting Mayor and did a 

good job.  She said that she was proud of her and she knows that 
Jack would have been proud also. 

 
She’s pleased that Jan decided to run for office again, after 

a brief time away from elected office.  Jan has been a friend for 
years, and his financial experience has been invaluable in the 
past in helping to deliver services to residents in a most cost 
effective manner. 

 
She welcomed Harvey Sohmer as Fort Lee’s newest Councilman.  

Harvey has lived and participated in activities in Fort Lee for 
over fifty years.  He is taking the seat of Mark Sokolich.  She’s 
happy to have Harvey’s business experience to lead the Borough 
into a new beginning. 
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There are a number of important issues to deal with this 
coming year.  She stated that Councilman Pohan has been the 
finance chairman for a number of years and recognized his 
contributions and hard work on the financial status of the 
Borough. 

 
Councilman Michael Sargenti will soon be Council President 

and he will continue to monitor and oversee the recreational 
activities in town. 

 
Councilman Joseph Cervieri has served the community well.  He 

has given the Borough many years of knowledge and experience in 
shaping the direction that the community has taken. 

 
They will all be on hand to help Mark to continue Mayor 

Alter’s legacy and help move the Borough into a new era. 
 
She closed by stating that the actions of the Mayor and 

Council in the past and in the future will speak far more 
eloquently than anything that she could say. 

 
 District 38 State Senator Robert Gordon and Assemblywoman 
Voss presented certificates of commendation to Messrs. Sokolich, 
Goldberg and Sohmer along with Ms. Kasofsky from the State 
Legislature. 
 
 James Viola, Fort Lee Democratic Vice-Chairman, presented 
flowers to Denise Sokolich, Ila Kasofsky, Jane Goldberg, Roberta 
Sohmer and Ms. Thomas. 
  

MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

 See official written transcript to the Mayor’s speech which 
is part of the permanent record minutes for this meeting. 
 

REORGANIZATION 
 

1-1 – Seating Arrangement and Order of Voting 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the seating arrangement and order of voting of the 
Borough Council for the year 2008 shall be as follows: 
 
 Council Members: Armand Pohan 
                      Harvey Sohmer 
      Jan Goldberg 
      Michael Sargenti 
      Ila Kasofsky 
      Joseph Cervieri 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
1-2 – Appointment of Borough Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the firm 
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler LLP to serve as Borough 
Attorney, for the year 2008; and 
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 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an attorney for the year 2008 
to serve as Borough Attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that J.S. 

Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, 
LLP legal services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, 
all relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen and the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP to serve as 
Borough Attorney, for the year 2008; and    

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said attorney be and is hereby appointed 
as Borough Attorney for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for said 

Borough Attorney for the year 2008 shall be claimed, approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
       Cervieri 
 
ABSTENTION: Councilman Sohmer 

 
 
1-3 – Time and Place of Meetings for 2008 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee as follows: 
 

1. The schedule listed below of regular meetings of this 
public body is hereby adopted for the year 2008. 
 
 2. A copy of the schedule shall be: 
 
   {a} posted and maintained through the year on the bulletin 
board at the following location: 
 
     Memorial Municipal Building 
     309 Main Street 
     Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
   {b} mailed at no cost to the following newspapers: The 
Record, Jersey Journal, as well as Time Warner Cable. 
 
   {c} filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 

  {d} mailed to those who have requested same and have 
prepaid the sum of $10.00 fixed to cover the cost of providing 
such notice. 

 
  {e} official action may be taken. 
 

 R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N 
 January 3, 2008 - 6:00 p.m.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS         REGULAR MEETINGS 
1st & 4th Thursday               2nd & 4th Thursday 
7:00 p.m.                               8:00 p.m. 
Mayor's Conference Room #201            Council Chambers 
 
January {a) 10 - 24                     January      10 - 24   
February     7 - 28                     February     14 - 28 
March        6 - 27                     March        13 - 27 
April        3 - 24                     April        10 - 24  
May          1 - 22                     May           8 - 22 
June         5 - 26                     June         12 - 26 
July             17 {b}                 July              24 
August           14 {c}                 August            21 {d) 
September    4 - 25                     September    11 - 25  
October      2 - 23                     October  {e} 16 - 23 
November     6                          November     13     
December     4                          December     11      
                                           
There will be no meetings on the following Thursdays: 
 
January 17th, 31st - February 21st - March 20th - April 17th, - 
May 15th, 29th - June 19th - July 3rd, 10th, 31st - August 7th,  
28th - September 18th - October 9th, 30th - November 20th, 27th - 
December 18th, 25th  
 

NOTES 
 
a. January 10th Executive Session will be held on the second                                                         

Thursday of the Month and begin at 6:30 p.m. 
 
b. July 17th Executive Session will be held on the third Thursday 

of the month.   
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c. August 14th Executive Session will be held on the second 

Thursday of the month.   
 
d. August 21st Regular Meeting will be held on the third Thursday 
    of the month. 
  
e. October 16th Regular Meeting will he held on the third 
    Thursday of the month. 
 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
       Cervieri 
 
NAY: Councilman Goldberg 

 
 
1-4 – Selection of Council President 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that Council Member Michael Sargenti be and is hereby 
appointed to the position of Council President for the year 2008. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
1-5 – Committee Assignments 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following be and the same are hereby designated as 
liaisons of the following committees of the Borough of Fort Lee 
for the year 2008: 
 
Ambulance........................................Michael Sargenti 
Americans With Disabilities.........................Harvey Sohmer  
Beautification.......................................Ila Kasofsky 
Board of Education...............................Michael Sargenti 
Buildings and Construction........................Joseph Cervieri 
Buildings and Grounds.............................Joseph Cervieri 
Communications.......................................Jan Goldberg  
Emergency Management.................................Armand Pohan 
Film Commission......................................Armand Pohan 
Finance..............................................Armand Pohan 
Fire.............................Michael Sargenti & Harvey Sohmer 
Health...............................................Ila Kasofsky 
Historic............................................Harvey Sohmer 
Housing Authority.................................Joseph Cervieri 
Library............................Joseph Cervieri & Ila Kasofsky 
Local Assistance.....................................Ila Kasofsky 
Municipal Court......................................Jan Goldberg 
Parking Authority...................................Harvey Sohmer 
Parks/Recreation..................Jan Goldberg & Michael Sargenti 
Planning Board.......................................Armand Pohan  
Police............................Jan Goldberg & Michael Sargenti 
Public Works........................................Harvey Sohmer  

(Sewers-Sanitation-Roads-Engineering-General Services) 
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Rent Leveling....................................Michael Sargenti 
Senior Citizens...................................Joseph Cervieri 
Street Lights........................................Ila Kasofsky 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
2-1 – Introduction of Temporary Budget 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-19 provides that where contracts, 
commitments, or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of 
the 2008 Municipal Budget, temporary appropriations should be made 
for the purposes and amounts required in the manner and time 
therein provided; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the date of this Resolution is written the first 
thirty (30) days of January 2008; and 
 

WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations are limited to 26.25% 
of the total appropriations in the 2007 Municipal Budget, 
exclusive of any appropriations made for Debt Service, Capital 
Improvement Fund and Public Assistance in said 2007 Municipal 
Budget, 

 
WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations total $13,714,902, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the following temporary 
appropriations be made and that a certified copy of this 
resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for the 
Borough records: 
 
 
General Government   Salaries & Wages Other Expenses 
Mayor & Council      $17,500.00      $2,000.00 
Borough Clerk       $35,250.00      $5,500.00 
Administration       $40,000.00      $8,000.00 
Purchasing       $21,500.00      $2,000.00 
Personnel & Data Processing    $30,000.00      $5,000.00 
Collection of Taxes      $45,000.00      $5,000.00 
Legal Services & Costs      $0.00     $55,000.00 
Municipal Court       $0.00     $12,000.00 
Engineering Services & Costs    $25,000.00      $5,000.00 
Public Buildings & Grounds    $75,000.00     $18,000.00 
Planning Board        $0.00      $1,000.00 
Board of Adjustment       $0.00      $1,000.00 
Senior Citizens Special Services    $0.00      $5,000.00 
Rent Leveling Board      $12,000.00        $500.00 
Insurance: Other          $0.00    $700,000.00 
Insurance: Group       $0.00    $690,325.00 
Elections         $0.00      $1,500.00 
Financial Administration        $0.00     $10,000.00 
Assessment of Taxes      $45,000.00      $5,000.00 
Municipal Court O/C          $99,000.00     $14,000.00 
Economic Development     $25,000.00     $50,000.00 
 
 
Public Safety    Salaries & Wages Other Expenses 
Fire Prevention      $75,000.00     $ 5,000.00 
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Fire Protection      $30,000.00     $40,000.00 
Aid to Volunteer Fire Company         $0.00          $0.00 
Department of Communications   $100,000.00     $ 5,000.00 
Police         $6,949,896.00    $100,000.00 
Ambulance Corps       $4,000.00     $11,000.00 
E M T        $16,000.00        $500.00 
Construction Code Official    $60,000.00      $4,000.00 
Emergency Management     $10,000.00      $2,000.00 
Communications-Repairs     $25,000.00      $8,000.00 
 
 
Public Works 
Streets & Roads     $250,000.00     $15,000.00 
Street Lighting       $0.00     $50,000.00 
Garbage & Trash Removal      $0.00  $1,033,944.00 
Sewers        $45,000.00      $4,000.00 
Bergen County Utility O/C     $0.00    $700,000.00 
Auto Repair            $0.00     $30,000.00 
Prior Year Bills       $0.00      $0.00 
 
Health, Welfare & Recreation 
Board of Health      $85,000.00     $10,000.00 
Recreation       $75,000.00     $10,000.00 
Administration of Human Services $15,000.00      $1,000.00 
General Services      $65,000.00      $3,500.00 
Parks        $95,000.00      $4,000.00 
Maintenance of Free Public Lib.    $0.00    $550,000.00 
Celebration of Public Events     $0.00     $10,000.00 
Senior Citizens      $10,000.00      $5,000.00 
Elevator Inspections     $10,000.00          $0.00 
Senior Citizens Special Services    $0.00     $50,000.00 
Fort Lee Community Center    $10,000.00     $10,000.00 
 
Utilities 
Gasoline         $0.00     $40,000.00 
Fuel Oil         $0.00      $5,000.00 
Electricity        $0.00     $85,000.00 
Water         $0.00     $10,000.00 
Telephone         $0.00     $50,000.00 
Fire Hydrant        $0.00     $40,000.00 
 
Contributions to: 
Public Employees Retirement System    $0.00     $40,000.00 
F I C A         $0.00    $250,000.00 
Consolidated Police & Fireman’s 
 Pension         $0.00     $20,457.00 
Police & Fireman’s Retirement System  $0.00    $517,530.00 
 
TOTALS:     $8,400,146.00  $5,314,756.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL:           $13,714,902.00 
 
Debt Service 
Payment of Bond Principal     $5,000,000.00 
Payment of Bond Interest          $1,875,000.00 
Payment of Interest on Notes       $558,921.00 
Green Trust Principal & Interest       $31,100.00 
Bergen county Improvement Authority Payment     $71,671.00 
New Jersey Economic Development Authority     $10,000.00 
 
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE:       $7,546,692.00 
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Capital Improvements 
Capital Improvement Fund        $150,000.00 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
3-1 – Borough Auditor 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Steve Wielkotz, of the firm of 
Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as Borough Auditor.  
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a registered municipal accountant for 2008; 
and   
 

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said registered municipal accountant; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steve 

Wielkotz, of the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva 
registered municipal accounting services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steve Wielkotz and the 

firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as the 
borough’s registered municipal accountant, for the year 2008; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said registered municipal accountant be 
and is hereby appointed for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Auditor for the year 2008 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
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The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
3-2 – Borough Engineer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering to serve 
as Borough Engineer. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an engineer for the year 2008 
to serve as Borough Engineer; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said Borough Engineer; and 
  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

Stephen Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave’s engineering 
services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Stephen Boswell and the 

firm of Boswell McClave Engineering to serve as Borough Engineer, 
for the year 2008; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said engineer be and is hereby appointed 
as Borough Engineer for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Engineer for the year 2008 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-3 – Borough Prosecutors 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Matthew Fierro and Frank Ciambrone 
to serve as Borough Prosecutors. 
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 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Borough Prosecutor for the year 2008 to 
provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of 
the Municipal Court of said Borough; and 
 
  WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 
appropriations to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11 et 
seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of  
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids 
must be publicly advertised, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Matthew Fierro and Frank Ciambrone, 
be and are hereby appointed as Borough Prosecutors for the year 
2008; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 

public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts 
Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically 
exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for the Borough 

Prosecutor shall be $25,000 through the Borough payroll for 2008 
with no other compensation. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of this resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper 
within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-4 – Public Defender 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Matthew Skelley to serve as Public 
Defender. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Public Defender for the year 
2008 to provide general legal representation for the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget to 
compensate said Public Defender; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from any requirement of public advertising for bids 
provided a notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of 
general circulation within the municipality,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
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1. Matthew Skelley be and is hereby appointed as Public 

Defender for the year 2008 without public advertisement for bids. 
 
2. Compensation for said Public Defender shall be $25,000 

through the Borough payroll for 2008 with no other compensation. 
 
3. The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this 

resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) 
days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-5 – Bond Counsel 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of DeCotiis, 
Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP and McManimon & Scotland, LLC to 
serve as Bond Counsel. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 
bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 
matters for 2008; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
law firms of McManimon & Scotland, LLC bond counsel services will 
be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 
considered, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
1a. McManimon & Scotland, LLC, One Riverview Plaza, Fourth 

Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07102-5408, is hereby retained as Bond 
Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and is hereby 
appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 
Counsels for the year 2008 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-6 – Special Tax Counsel 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Steven Muhlstock to serve as Special 

Tax Counsel. 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 

 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Special Tax Counsel for the 
year 2008 to serve as Special Tax Counsel; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said Borough Engineer; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steven 
Muhlstock of the firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP 
special tax counsel services will be the most advantageous to the 
Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steven Muhlstock of the 
firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP to serve as 
Special Tax Counsel, for the year 2008; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Special Tax Counsel is hereby 
appointed for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Tax 

Counsel for the year 2008 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-7 – Labor Negotiations Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the law firm of 
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler LLP to serve as Labor 
Negotiations. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a labor negotiator for the 
year 2008 to serve as Labor Negotiator; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP, Teaneck and 
Trenton, New Jersey legal services will be the most advantageous 
to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen and the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP to serve as 
Labor Negotiator, for the year 2008; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Labor Negotiator be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for said 

Borough Attorney for the year 2008 shall be claimed, approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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3-8 Municipal Court Judge 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Robert T. Tessaro to serve as a  
second Municipal Court Judge for the Borough. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has appointed second 
municipal judge on a yearly basis by the assignment judge of the 
Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Robert T. Tessaro, is hereby 
appointed as a Municipal Court Judge for a term of one (1) year 
effective immediately with a termination date of January 2, 2009; 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall become 
effective upon approval by the Bergen County Assignment Judge in 
accord with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2B:12-5. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-9 – Municipal Court/Police Department/Economic Development 
Accountant 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Michael Condosta to serve as an 
Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police Department, and Office 
of Economic Development. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
  
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 
books for the Municipal Court, Police Department, and Office of 
Economic Development for the year 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said accountant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 
Michael Condosta, CPA, accounting services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Michael Condosta to 
serve as the Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police 
Department, and Office of Economic Development for the year 2008; 
and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 
Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Accountant be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation shall be at $100.00 

per hour for said accounting services for the year 2008 for the 
Municipal Court not to exceed $7,200 annually, for the Police 
Department not to exceed $9,000 annually, and for the Office of 
Economic Development not to exceed $10,800 annually, approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-10 – Rent Leveling Board Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Carolyn Kristal to serve as Rent 
Leveling Attorney 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Rent Leveling Attorney for the year 2008 
to provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of 
the Rent Leveling Board of said Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 
appropriations to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11 et 
seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of 
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids 
must be publicly advertised, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Carolyn Kristal be and is hereby 
appointed as Rent Leveling Board Attorney for the year 2008; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 
public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts 
Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically 
exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for the Rent 
Leveling Board Attorney shall be $18,470 through the Borough 
payroll for 2008 with no other compensation and that a salary 
ordinance shall be adopted to reflect said compensation; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that notice of the award of this 
contract shall be published in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days as provided by the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-11 – Treasurer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Joseph Iannaconi to serve as 
Treasurer. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that Joseph Iannaconi be and is hereby appointed as 
Treasurer for the year 2008. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-12 – Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated William Katchen to serve as Building 
Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 
books for the Building Department and Fire Department for the year 
2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said accountant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

William Katchen, accounting services will be the most advantageous 
to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated William Katchen to 
serve as the Accountant for the Building Department and Fire 
Prevention Bureau for the year 2008; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
 

 
 



Reorganization Meeting      January 3, 2008 
             Page #19 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the  

Borough of Fort Lee that said Accountant be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation shall be at $100.00 

per hour for said accounting services for the year 2008 shall be 
at a fee not to exceed $13,500 annually at a rate of $100.00 per 
hour, approved and paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 
and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-13 – Special Counsel to the Office of Economic Development 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Dennis Oury, Esq. to serve as 
Special Counsel for the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an attorney for the first six 
months for the year 2008 to serve as Special Counsel for the 
Office of Economic Development; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Dennis 
Oury, legal services as special counsel will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Dennis Oury to serve as 

Special Counsel for the Office of Economic Development for the 
first six months for the year 2008; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 
Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said Special Counsel be and is hereby 
appointed for the first six months for the year 2008 pursuant to a 
“fair and open” process; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for said legal 
services for the year 2008 shall be at a fee not to exceed $22,500 
annually at a rate of $150.00 per hour, approved and paid in the 
manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement to 
be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council will 

evaluate this contract after six months for performance to 
determine if such services shall be continued with Special Counsel 
for the remainder of the year 2008; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-14 – Insurance Risk Manager 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
  
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Risk Management Consultant 
for the year 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said risk management consultant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
              

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that David 
J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc., risk management will be the 
most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated David J. Vozza of the 

Vozza Agency, Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Risk Management 
Consultant for the year 2008; and    

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Risk Management Consultant Services 
be and is hereby appointed for the year 2008 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the bylaws for the Municipal 

Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund and the South Bergen 
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund indicate a minimum fee equal to  
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six percent (6%) of the municipal assessment which expenditure 
represents reasonable compensation for the services required and 
is included in the assessment for these funds; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for said risk 

management consulting services for the year 2008 shall be paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
4-1A – Designation of Depositories 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 
designate a depository or depositories for its monies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee recommended that the following banks be named as depositories: 
 
 Bank of America, Fort Lee, NJ 
 Commerce Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 TD Bank North, Fort Lee, NJ 
 JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, NJ 
 Woori American Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund 
 North Fork Bank of Fort Lee, NJ 
     PNC Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named banks are hereby 
designated as depositories for the Current, Trust, Capital, and 
Welfare sections of the accounts of the Borough of Fort Lee for 
2008. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 
  
 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 
may designate. 
 

2. All disbursements from said account shall be made by 
checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 
 
4-1B – Designation of Depository 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter. 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 
designate a depository for its monies; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee recommended that the following bank be named as a depository: 
 
     Mariners Bank, Edgewater, NJ. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named bank is hereby designated 
as a depository for the Borough of Fort Lee for 2008. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 
  
 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 
may designate. 
 

2. All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by 
checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-2 – Designation of Tax Receiving Agency 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-122.3 became effective February 8, 1980, 
allowing municipalities to designate a bank or trust company to 
receive current tax payments, current water and sewer rents, as 
well as other public monies under the supervision of the tax 
collector. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee has recommended that JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, New Jersey be 
designated as the “Official Tax Receiving Agency” of the 
municipality; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services must give his approval for the authorization of awarding 
of this contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, New Jersey be 
named the Official Tax Receiving Agency of the Borough of Fort Lee 
for 2008; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney is hereby 
directed to prepare said contract, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk 
are authorized to execute the contract for the “Official Tax 
Receiving Agency”.  
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-3 – Designation of Newspapers 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that pursuant to NJSA 40:53-1, the following newspapers are  
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hereby designated as official advertisements and notices required 
by law to be published by the Borough of Fort Lee: 
 

The Record 
Jersey Journal 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 

 
5-1 – Planning Board – Class III 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Ordinance 261-1 of the codified 
ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee, provides that the Borough 
Council shall designate and appoint a member of the Borough 
Planning Board, pursuant to such ordinance and to New Jersey 
Statutes in such cases made and provided; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment deem it to 
be in the best interest of the Borough that such appointment be 
made, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Armand Pohan 
be and is hereby designated and appointed by the Borough Council 
and as the Borough Council Member of the Borough Planning Board 
pursuant to Borough Ord. 261-1 et seq. of the codified ordinances 
of the Borough of Fort Lee and pursuant to New Jersey Statues in 
such cases made and provided, the term of such appointment to be 
for the period of one year in accordance with the foregoing 
ordinance and statutes. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
5-2 – Multiple Dwelling Commission 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 321-3 requires the appointment of 
a Council Appointee to act as chairman of the Fort Lee Multiple 
Dwelling Emergency Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the Borough to 
make such appointment, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Joseph 
Cervieri be and  is hereby appointed to the Fort Lee Multiple 
Dwelling Emergency Commission to act as Chairman thereof pursuant 
to Borough Ordinance, and in particular Ord. 321-3 of such 
appointment to be in accordance with such Ordinance for a period 
of one year. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
5-3 – Parking Authority 
 

Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
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the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 79-2 of the codified ordinances of 
the Borough of Fort Lee provides that the Borough Council shall 
designate and appoint a member of the Borough Parking Authority, 
pursuant to such ordinance and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in 
such cases made and provided and in particular, RS 40:11A-4 et 
seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment, deem it 
to be made in the best interest of the Borough that such 
appointment be made, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Dr. Richard Weiner-Clark 
be and hereby is designated and appointed by the Borough Council 
as a member of the Parking Authority pursuant to Borough Ordinance 
79-1 et seq. of the codified ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee 
and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and 
provided, the term of such appointment to be for a period of five 
(5) years in accordance with the foregoing ordinance and statutes. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

MAYOR’S NOMINATIONS TO BOARDS 
 

6-1 – Board of Adjustment 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Richard Sierra, to serve as a member 
on the Board of Adjustment for a four (4) year term expiring 
December 31, 2011. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated John Nitti to serve as an alternate 
member #1 on the Board of Adjustment for a two (2) year term 
expiring December 31, 2009. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-2 – Beautification Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Edgar Lee, Frank Patti, Phyllis Lowe 
and, Byong J. Suh to serve as members of the Beautification 
Committee for three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2010. 
  

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-3 – Advisory Committee for the Disabled 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Benjamin Chirls, Dr. Barbara Rivlin 
and Marilyn Sussman to serve as members of the Advisory Committee 
for the Disabled for three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 
2010. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-4 – Fort Lee Film Commission 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Armand Pohan to serve as Council 
Liaison to the Fort Lee Film Commission for the year 2008. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Richard Koszarski and Nelson Page to 

serve as members of the Fort Lee Film Commission for two (2) year 
terms expiring December 31, 2009. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-5 – Board of Health 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Ethel Blumenthal, Teresa Morgillo 
and Monica Cho to serve as members of the Board of Health for 
three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2010. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-6 - Historic Site, Structural, Cultural and Landmark Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilman Harvey Sohmer to serve as 
a member of the Historic Site, Structural, Cultural, & Landmark 
Committee for a one (1) year term expiring December 31, 2008. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Kevin Cerragno, Stacy D’Arc, and 

Patrick Hammer to serve as members of the Historic Site, 
Structural, Cultural, & Landmark Committee for three (3) year 
terms expiring December 31, 2010. 

 
On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Cervieri, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-7 – Housing Authority 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Kay Nest to serve as a member of the 
Housing Authority for a five (5) year term expiring 
December 31, 2012. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-8 – Library Board of Trustees 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Harold Desner to serve as a member 
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of the Library Board of Trustees for a five (5) year term expiring 
December 31, 2012.  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-9 – Local Assistance Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Joan Alter to serve as a member of 
the Local Assistance Board for a four (4) year term expiring 
December 31, 2011. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Beverly Rosas to serve as a member 
of the Local Assistance Board for a one (1) year term expiring 
December 31, 2008. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-10 – Rent Leveling Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Douglas Sugarman, Marie L.H. Clement 
and John Cordova to serve as members of the Rent Leveling Board 
for three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2010. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-11 – Senior Citizens’ Council 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Kay Nest to serve as Director of the 
Senior Citizens’ Council for a one (1) year term expiring December 
31, 2008. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Connie Arnow, Fran DiGiovanni and  
Dorothy Greenlaw to serve as members of the Senior Citizens’ 
Council for two (2) year terms expiring December 31, 2009. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 
 

7-1 – Planning Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed the following to the Fort Lee 
Planning Board: 
 
 Donald Porrino    Class I – Mayor’s Representative 
 
 Byong J. Suh    Class II – One (1) Year Term Through 2008 
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 Steve Sakin    Class IV – Four (4) Year Term Through 2011 
 
 Chris Nicholas    Class IV Alternate 2 – Two (2) Year Term 

                   Through 2009 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
8-1 – Part time Police Officer – Board of Education 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer  seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that Patrick Moran is hereby appointed as part time school 
security guard for the year 2008, without authority to carry a 
firearm. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said part time police officer be 
employed by and paid by the Board of Education of the Borough of 
Fort Lee. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
8-2 – Police Physicians 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Physicians 
for the year 2008. 
 
 Dr. Louis Angioletti  Dr. Richard Finizio 
 Dr. Raymond Darakjian  Dr. Gregory Pappas 
 Dr. Richard Salb   Dr. Richard Weiner 
 Dr. Ahmed Fahmy   Dr. Kenneth Kutner 
 Dr. Robert Monahan   Dr. Barry Herstik 
 Dr. Mark Hagopian   Dr. Clemens Loew 
 Dr. Neil Kolsky   Dr. Kevin Basralian 
 Dr. George Azzariti   Dr. Gene Rosenberg 
 Dr. Michael Vincent   Dr. Patricia A. Farrell 
 Dr. Jerome Goldfischer  Dr. Joseph A. Holzapfel 
 Dr. Jeffrey Rappaport  Dr. Alfred D. Kulik 
 Dr. Alan Barry Port   Dr. Michael Friedman 
 Dr. Samuel Suede   Dr. Anna J. Lavotshkin 
 Dr. Gino S. Ramundo           Dr. Kyu S. Wang 
 Dr. Parmod K. Sharma 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
8-3 – School Crossing Guards 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body that the following be 
appointed as School Crossing Guards in the Borough of Fort Lee 
without authority to carry a firearm: 
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Barrerio, Lidia  Guglielmo, Renato     Ok, Bong Hi 
Bianchetto, Dennis  Harris, Faye      Ok, Young S 
Boccia, Daniel   Hsu, Wei-Hwa      Oliver, Hyman 
Bove, Patrick   Karabatsos, Dionysios  Porco, Antonio 
Cabrera, Yolanda  Ko, Ellie      Pospisil, Ray 
Campolongo, Ronald  Kokkinos, Peter     Puhky, Izrail 
Cennerazzo, Rudolph  Maegin, Stephen     Pulice, Fiore 
Cercio, Mary   Magnone, Joseph     Ruby, George 
Chin, Mee Kam   Mancino, Michelle     Scrivanich, Yolanda 
D’Amrosio, Lucia  Martin, Gerard     Silvia, Barbara 
Davidson, Fred   McNerney, Charles     Strezou, Leo 
Defabees, Deborah  Medaglia, Donna     Tarello, Gloria 
Di Perna, Vito   Muhammed, Sadiq     Trantafillou, Athena 
Ditzio, Marie   Nam, Yoongsohn     Viola, Maryanne 
Euges, Margarita  Obertlik, John     Wiggin, Thomas 
Anides, Deborah  Occhipiniti, Joann     DePanicis, Armand 
Huang, Jennifer  Favia, Joseph          Bauer, Arnold 
Garay, Jazmine   Russo, Daniel 
 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
8-4 – Police Guards (Matrons) 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Guards 
(Matrons) in the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2008: 
 
 Kathy Patrick    Elizabeth Connell 
 Janice Pagano    Charlene Ortiz 
 Melissa Ardito    Catherine Blue 
 Jaime Tripodi 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-1 – Establishing Rate of Interest for Tax Delinquencies 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 direct that the 
governing body of each municipality may fix the rate of interest 
to be charged for the non-payment of taxes or assessments on or 
before the date when they would become delinquencies, and may 
further provide that no interest shall be charged if on payment of 
any installment is made within the tenth calendar day following 
the date upon which the same became payable; and  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-67 further provides that the rate of 
interest so fixed shall not exceed eight percent (8%) on the first 
one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of the delinquency and 
eighteen percent (18%) per annum on any amount in excess of one 
thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee do hereby fix, in accordance with the 
provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 the rate of interest to be charged for  
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the non-payment of taxes or assessments at eight percent (8%) per 
annum on the first one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of 
the delinquency, provided, however, that no interest shall be 
charged if payment of any installation is made within the tenth 
calendar day following the date upon which the same became 
payable. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-2 – Re-establishing Petty Cash Fund 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee do hereby authorize and establish a petty cash fund for 
the Borough Treasurer and other various departments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council authorize the Borough 
Treasurer to draw a check from the current account in the amount 
of $500.00 payable to Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., petty cash, and 
various authorized amounts for the other various departments, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with NJSA 
40A:5-21 said petty cash funds be established. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-3 – Cash Management Plan 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-14 requires the Borough of Fort Lee 
to adopt a Cash Management Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee adopts its Cash Management 
Plan annually; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Cash Management Plan shall be designated to 
assure the extent practicable the investment of local funds in 
interest bearing accounts and may be modified from time to time in 
order to reflect changes in Federal or State law or regulations; 
and 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
Cash Management Plan be continued for 2008. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-4 – Borough Clerk (PACO Officer) 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is required to designate a 
Public Agency Compliance Officer to insure that proper forms are 
distributed and completed before contracts are awarded by the  
Borough and documents and manuals are made available to 
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prospective contractors, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is 
hereby appointed to serve as the Public Agency Compliance Officer 
(PACO) for the year 2008 in the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated Mr. Goldberg on being elected to 
the Council. He also congratulated Mayor Sokolich and Councilwoman 
Kasofsky on their being elected to their Mayor and Council seats 
respectively. 
 
 He stated that he has lived in Fort Lee for fifty-three years 
and has been involved in the Fort Lee Democratic Party for the 
last thirty years.  He had previously been appointed to the 
Housing Authority, Parking Authority, Planning Board and for the 
past four years he had been Chairman of the Zoning Board. 
 
 He stated that his mentor was Richard Nest.  Mr. Nest as a 
gentleman carried a lot of weight but he got things done in Fort 
Lee.  He also hopes to carry out some of the projects that the 
late Jack Alter was involved in.  He said that new Mayor Sokolich 
also wants the best for the citizens of the Borough and as part of 
the governing body he looks forward to helping him.  Mark has 
already been in contact with the people in charge of the Centuria 
project and he looks forward to seeing progress being made there. 
 
 He thanked the Fort Lee Democratic Committee for selecting 
him to the position of Councilman.  He also thanked the Council 
for appointing him to the governing body.  He will try to fill 
their expectations of him in the years to come. 
 
 He thanked his family and asked for their indulgence during 
the forthcoming year. 
 
 He thanked Kay Nest for believing in him.  Like her husband 
Richard did, Kay works very hard for the citizens of Fort Lee.  
She always put the Fort Lee citizens first and in particular the 
senior citizens of the Borough.  He thanked her for all of her 
help in the past and looks forward to continue working with her in 
the future. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy and healthy New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – stated that he also wants to thank a lot of 
people including former Councilman Villano. 
 
 He thanked the voters of Fort Lee for bringing him back to 
the Council.  He’s very grateful to be returning after being off 
the governing body for the past six years. 
 
 He thanked Kay Nest and the Democratic Committee for their 
support and hard work.  He thanked all of the volunteers for their 
efforts.  He specifically thanked Richard Thompson who was  
constantly out campaigning with him through the primary and 
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general elections. 
 
 He thanked his wife because she knows what goes into this 
job.  She was happy when he left six years ago and took a 
sabbatical and she was kind of shocked when he was asked to run 
again for office.  He appreciates what she has done.  He also 
thanked his cousins who came in from Albany to be present tonight. 
 
 He really wants the Borough to get more involved with shared 
services.  It’s an important issue.  The State is putting more 
things on municipalities and the State is not paying for it.  The 
Borough has to find new sources of revenue and shared service 
agreements are one way of finding revenues and/or cutting costs. 
 
 Another issue he would like to see happen is putting a 
consortium together for utilities with other towns so that the 
Borough can buy utilities cheaper. 
 
 He thinks the Centuria people should make a full report in 
front of the Mayor and Council so that everyone is hearing the 
information at the same time. 
 
 He’s happy that Mark brought up the revitalization of Main 
Street.  It’s all of the Borough’s business districts that have to 
be looked into.  Whether it be an advisory committee or through 
the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce or if a SIDs has to be 
established; something has to be done. 
 
 He mentioned to the people who were appointed to the 
Borough’s various boards and committees that even though it looks 
good on a resume, the people appointed have to put in the time to 
do the work. 
 

He stated that he voted no on the schedule of meetings 
earlier tonight because he needs time to review items and that 
that he won’t be voting on things that come up at the last minute. 
  
 He looks forward to working with everyone on the Mayor and 
Council and hopefully good things will happen this year and will 
continue to happen in the years to come. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – offered his congratulations to everybody.  
 

He specifically congratulated Ila on being reelected back to 
the Council and welcomed Jan and Harvey to the Council.  
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that as she begins her seventh year 
on the Council that she’s looking forward to working with Mayor 
Sokolich, along with new Council Members Sohmer and Goldberg. 
 
 She thanked Kay Nest for all of her hard work that she puts 
into during the election process.  She thanked the residents who 
voted for her and her colleagues. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – thanked all of the volunteers who sit on the 
various boards and committees.  He appreciates the sacrifices  
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that they make to provide a better quality of life to the people 
of Fort Lee. 
 
 He thanked Joan Alter for sharing Jack with everyone for so 
many years. 
 
 He thanked Denise Sokolich for the commitment that she has to 
make to enable Mark to perform his duties. 
 
 He looks forward to working with Mark.  He brings a youthful 
enthusiasm and energy and he believes that energy will move the 
town forward into great places. 
 
 He welcomed Jan back onto the Council. 
 
 He welcomed Harvey aboard.  He has known Harvey for many 
years and he knows that he’s a great selection. 
 
 He looks forward to Mike Sargenti doing good things as 
Council President. 
 
 He wished everybody a safe, happy and healthy New Year. 
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Speaker    Subject    Response 
 
Roy Sampath              .Presentation of Two     Mayor Sokolich 
328 Bridge Plaza North     Books Include Bible 
 
 
 There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, 
and carried at 8:25 p.m. 
 
       _______________________ 
       Neil Grant 
                   Municipal Clerk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSED MEETING 
 

ACTING MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, December 20, 2007/ 
January 3, 2008 @ 6:05 p.m. 

 
     The recessed meeting of the Acting Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council 
Chambers, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
NJ. 
 
       PRESENT:  Acting Mayor Kasofsky, Council Members Pohan, 
                  Villano, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 
   ABSENT:  Councilman Sokolich 
 
       ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                     Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                     J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
                     Joseph Iannaconi, CFO 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING STATEMENT 
 
      All members of this body have been advised both orally and 
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof; 
 
      On December 21, 2007 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
      On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, the BERGEN NEWS/SUN BULLETIN, TIME WARNER CABLE and a 
copy was filed with the Borough Clerk. 
 
      Let the minutes reflect that this is a continuation of the 
regularly scheduled Acting Mayor and Council meeting of December 
20, 2007.  
 
      Let the minutes also reflect that the 2008 Fort Lee Mayor 
and Council Reorganization Meeting will commence after the 
recessed meeting is completed. 
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that Mr. Sokolich has technically resigned 
from the council so that he could take the oath as Mayor. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

      Acting Mayor Kasofsky stated this year has been filled with 
two of the most opposite emotions possible for her.  It gave her 
pride and satisfaction to be able to lead the council as its 
President, but unfortunately that sad and heavy responsibility 
came upon the death of her dear friend Jack Alter.  These dual 
responsibilities have confirmed and strengthened her respect and 
commitment to the people she’s surrounded by.  Her objective was 
to preserve the dignity and the functioning of the office of the 
mayor and to provide leadership to the council.  As she returns 
back to her council position, she expects to bring the knowledge, 
experience and relationships that she’s developed in service to 
the Borough.  As she begins her seventh year on the council, she 
looks forward to working with Mayor Sokolich, the current council 
and new council members Jan Goldberg and Harvey Sohmer. 
 
 
 



Recessed Meeting                               December 20, 2007/ 
January 3, 2008 

Page #2 
 

PRESENTATION OF PLAQUE 
 
 Acting Mayor Kasofsky presented the following plaque from the 
Acting Mayor and Council to outgoing Councilman Michael Villano. 
 

“PRESENTED TO MICHAEL VILLANO” 
 

 WITH GRATITUDE FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AS: 
 

COUNCILMAN 
 

1999-2001 
2002-2004 
2005-2007 

 
 Councilman Villano stated that it seemed like yesterday that 
Richard Nest asked him to run for council.  It has been an honor 
and privilege to serve the people as a Fort Lee Councilman for the 
last nine years. 
 
 He stated that he served as the Recreation Department liaison 
for a number of years.  The community center was built, tennis 
courts were renovated and artificial turf was installed at both 
the Louis F. Cole Middle School and Van Fleet Park.  The Mayor and 
Council accomplished a lot with regard to recreation over the last 
nine years. 
 
 He stated that the Borough has a state of the art police 
facility which was built as he came on to the council.  He added 
that the Police Department is one of the finest in the state.  
 
 He stated that the Borough is putting in a new communications 
system which is very expensive but it’s being paid for out of 
confiscated funds.  The new system will make it safer for all of 
the Borough’s emergency services when responding to calls. 
 

He stated that the Fire Department and Ambulance Corps which 
is made up of mostly volunteer members does a fantastic job. 
 
 He stated that the DPW under the leadership of Tony Lione 
does a fantastic job.  The DPW’s services include leaf pickup, 
shoveling snow and maintaining and paving of the Borough’s 
roadways. 
  
 He stated that when he became a councilman nine years ago no 
one wanted to be liaison to the Advisory Committee for the 
Disabled (ADA).  This is a group of dedicated individuals who work 
hard for the town.  They made sure and continue to make sure that 
all of the Borough’s buildings are accessible to everyone.   They 
empowered him as a councilman and he believes he’s empowered them 
as a committee. He’s very proud of the work that the ADA Board has 
done. 
 
 He stated that when serving as liaison to the Local 
Assistance Board there were many Fort Lee residents who did not 
qualify for welfare, but who needed help when emergency situations 
arose.  Out of this arose the Fort Lee Community Fund which helps 
people in a one-time crisis situation.  The Fort Lee Community 
Fund hands out from between $10,000 to $15,000 in any given year 
to residents in need.   
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 He stated that the Fort Lee Education Foundation (FLEF) is 
relatively new, only being in existence for the last couple of 
years.  It raises money to enhance the education of the students 
for Fort Lee.  The handing out of grants and scholarships along 
with running certain educational programs are the foundation of 
the FLEF.  The FLEF runs the Borough’s annual Tour De Fort Lee 
which gains momentum every year.  He praised Mike Feiler and Tony 
Clores for their leadership. 
 
 He stated that he’s in his fourth year as a board member for 
Shelter Our Sisters (SOS).  It’s an organization that provides 
safe havens for abused women and children.  The budget for SOS 
four years ago was $1,000,000.  The current budget is $2,300,000. 
The mostly volunteer members on SOS do a great job. 
 
 He stated that his two biggest frustrations are the lack of 
Main Street being revitalized and that the Centuria project has 
not been started .  He knows that Mark Sokolich’s frustration with 
regard to Main Street is almost as large as his.  He knows it’s on 
Mark’s agenda as Mayor and he wished him well. He spoke about his 
own growing up on the Centuria property and it’s a personal issue 
for him.   
 
 He closed by saying it has been a great nine years that has 
gone very fast and he wished everyone a happy and healthy New 
Year.  He also wished Mark and the new council a productive new 
year in 2008. 
 
 Kay Nest, Fort Lee Democratic Chairwoman, on behalf of the 
Fort Lee Democratic Party, presented Mr. Villano an award in honor 
of his service to the Borough.  She also thanked Mike’s wife, Eve, 
for her dedication to the Borough. 
 
 Acting Mayor Kasofsky called Joan Alter up to the podium.  At 
this time a portrait of the late Mayor was presented to Joan Alter 
by Ila on behalf of herself and the governing body. The portrait 
will be displayed in the Council Chambers so the public can see it 
along with the other Mayors who have served the Borough. 
 
 Mrs. Alter thanked everyone for their love and support. 
 
 
                       APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
      On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 20, 
2007 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 

     On motion by Council Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Villano, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced relative to 
items CA-1 through CA-5. 
 
CA-1 - Approving Budget Transfers - $600,264.00 
 
      BE IT RESOLVED, by the Acting Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following 2007 budget appropriation  
transfers are hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, not less 
than two-thirds of the full membership of the Governing Body 
concurring: 
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From      To 
Salary & Wage Adj.            Administration S/W      $ 8,166 
 $350,000                     Borough Clerk S/W   7,445 
Rent Leveling S/W         Payroll/Data Proc. S/W  3,176 
   23,700                 Collection of Taxes S/W  8,877 
Communication Dispatch S/W  Elevator Code Office S/W  2,957 
   35,300                     Emergency Management S/W  1,521 
EMT S/W     Ambulance Corps S/W      17,004 
   15,000                 Road Repairs S/W      20,500 
Fire Prevention S/W       Communication Repair S/W      2,154 
   53,000                     General Services S/W     18,258 
Fire Protection S/W   Recreation S/W        6,307 
   80,000                     Senior Citizens S/W       6,192 
Economic Development O/E      Parks & Playgrounds S/W     21,144 
   43,264             Cultural & Heritage S/W      2,330 
                       Municipal Courts S/W     87,502 
              Police S/W      136,467 
                         Mayor & Council O/E      33,000 
                              Borough Clerk O/E   1,147 

Election O/E    3,974 
Payroll/Data Proc. O/E    200 
Asst. Of Taxes O/E   6,600 
Planning Board O/E   5,883 
Board of Adjustment O/E  3,456 
Emergency Management O/E  1,987 
Ambulance Corps O/E         654 
Road Repairs O/E      28,900 
General Services O/E      1,347 
Auto Repair O/E   9,000 
Board of Health O/E   2,000 
Senior Citizens O/E   5,500 

                              Parks & Playgrounds O/E     10,500 
                              Cultural & Heritage O/E  2,010 
                              Electric O/E       70,000 
                              Sewer O/E        34,000 
                              Gasoline O/E       20,000 
                              Interest on Bonds     686 
                              BCIA Loan         1,049 
                              NJ Economic Development Auth.   316 
                              Environmental Trust Fund Loan 8,055 
 
Total:         $600,264.00    Total:                  $600,264.00  
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Cancellation of Outstanding Debits and Credits on 
the Tax Collector’s Books for 2006 in the Amount of $10.00 and 
Less 
 
      WHEREAS, there are a number of outstanding debits on the Tax 
Collector’s books for the period January 1 through December 31, 
2006 in the amounts of ten dollars ($10.00) or less, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Acting Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, that all debits of ten dollars 
($10.00) or less be and are hereby cancelled, as per listing kept 
in the office of the Tax Collector-Treasurer. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing the Chief Financial Officer to Cancel 
Outstanding Open Checks in Various Accounts for 2006 and Prior 
Years - $92,,699.68 
 
      WHEREAS, there remain checks outstanding on the Borough of 
Fort Lee’s banking records for 2006 and prior years; and 
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      WHEREAS, every attempt has been made by the Chief Financial 
Officer to have the checks cleared, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Acting Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Chief Financial 
Officer is hereby authorized to cancel the following outstanding 
amounts in the various accounts in the total amount of $92,699.68. 
 
Account Name                              Amount 
 
Current Account                             $4,799.09 
Parks & Recreation Trip Admissions             450.00 
Developer’s Escrow                          38,459.95 
Redemption                                  48,080.64 
Public Assistance Trust II                     910.00 
 
Grand Total:                               $92,699.68   
 

SCHEDULE A 
 

Account                Date         Check #          Amount 
Current Account                                          
                      Mar-06        59072           $500.00 
                      May-06        59646             75.00       
                      Sep-06        60814             89.99 
                      Oct-06        60950             58.00 
                      Nov-06        61404            350.00 
                      Nov-06        61415            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61416            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61417            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61418            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61419            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61420            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61421            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61422            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61423            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61424            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61425            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61426            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61427            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61428            230.00 
                      Nov-06        61429            230.00 
                      Dec-06        61527             81.10 
                      Dec-06        61664            195.00       
 
                                           TOTAL:       $4,799.09 
 
Developers Escrow     Mar-06         3414         $34,884.45 
                      May-06         3439             818.50 
                      Nov-06         3492           2,757.00 
 
                                           TOTAL:      $38,459.95 
 
 
Parks & Recreation    Jul-06         1970            $450.00                     
 
                                           TOTAL:         $450.00 
 
Redemption            Nov-06        51256         $48,080.64 
      
                                           TOTAL:      $48,080.64 
 
Public Assistance II  Jan-06         2801           $140.00 
                      Jun-06          125            210.00 
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                      Jul-06          162            210.00 
                      Jul-06          167            140.00 
                      Jul-06          176            210.00        
                                                                                                        
                   TOTAL:         $910.00 
 
                                   GRAND TOTAL:        $92,699.68 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Cancellation of Unexpended Balances of Capital 
Ordinances 

 
WHEREAS, the following Capital Ordinance balances remain 

unexpended: 
 

90-22:  $ 5,869.26 
91-31:    12,240.45 
91-37:      1,443.49 
91-56:    13,351.01 
92-21:    42,181.84 
93-03/93-14:     2,019.52 
93-18/93-50:    42,879.11 
94-06:    3,868.33 
94-07:    3,209.77 
94-08:             687.58 
94-14:              32.04 
 

;and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so 
that the unexpended balance may be credited to Capital surplus, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Acting Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, that the above listed 
unexpended balances of the Capital Ordinance be and are canceled. 

 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Outstanding Credits on the Tax Collector’s 
Books for 2006 to be Credited Back to Surplus - $332,474.47 
 
      WHEREAS, there are outstanding credits on the Tax 
Collector’s books for the period of January 1st through December 
31, 2006, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Acting Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Fort Lee that the balance of these 
credits be credited back to surplus in the amount of $332,447.47 
as per the listing kept in the office of the Tax Collector-
Treasurer.   
 
      There being no discussion, on motion by Councilman Cervieri, 
seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 
through CA-5) was approved unanimously. 
 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Pohan – stated that Mike Villano is one of the most 
honest, straight thinking people that he has met.  Mike has a 
genuine concern for the town which he has lived in for most of his  
life.  Mike has been concerned about fiscal responsibility and 
basically he is a genuine person who does not have a pretentious 
bone in his body.  He wished Mike and his wife, Eve, all the best 
and hope they both continue to remain active in the Borough.   
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Councilman Sargenti – stated that when he first came on the 
Council that Mike welcomed him and that he became a mentor to him.  
They had discussions with regard to where they would like to see 
the Borough be at in the future.  He always made himself available 
for discussions.  He always saw different sides to ideas that were 
being discussed by the Mayor and Council.  He was honest and 
always teaching, which was his vocation.  He said that even though 
Mike will not be on the Council any longer, he implored him to 
keep teaching and to stay involved in the life of the Borough.  He 
closed by saying that he will miss Mike and thanked him for his 
friendship. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that Mike and Eve Villano are the 
epitome of what the Borough looks for in community service.  They 
improve the quality of life for all the people in Fort Lee.  Mike 
and Eve have both left their marks in a very positive way for Fort 
Lee.  It has been a pleasure to serve with Mike and he looks 
forward to seeing him on the golf course.  He closed by saying 
that he’s proud of Mike and that he has improved the town.  He 
looks forward to seeing Mike stay involved in the Borough. 
 
 
Acting Mayor Kasofsky – stated that she and Mike ran together and 
campaigned together twice.  She has fond memories of Mike and that 
he taught her a lot.  She closed by saying that she will miss him 
and that she hopes for good things for both, Mike and Eve. 
 

She stated that when this meeting is adjourned, there will be 
a ten minute break before the reorganization meeting commences. 
 
      There being no further discussion, the recessed meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                   _________________________ 
                                   Neil Grant 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
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