
SPECIAL MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Monday, December 28, 2009 @7:05 p.m. 
 

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
Of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Jack Alter Fort Lee 
Community Center, 2nd Floor Meeting Room, 1355 Inwood Terrace, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,              
                Goldberg, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Council Members Sargenti, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, 
            Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
            J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
                    Frank Regan, Esq. 
                Paul Grygiel, for Borough Planner 
                    Dan Marinello, N.W. Financial Group 
 
     MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On December 11, 2009 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the 
Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2009. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mr. Grant read the operative portion of the special meeting. 
  
 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 
 
 1.  Question and answer forum with the public regarding the 
four (4) respondents who recently made their presentations to the 
Borough and public of their individual Request for Proposals 
submitted to the Borough with regard to Redevelopment Area 5. 
 
 2.  Public Participation 
 
 It is expected that no action will be taken at this meeting. 
 
  
 Mayor Sokolich debriefed everyone. This meeting is exclusive 
to Redevelopment Area 5 which consists of approximately sixteen 
acres and is divided by Martha Washington Way (MWW).  There are 
two parcels commonly referred as the east and west parcel.  After 
terminating previous redeveloper the Borough put out an RFP and 
received four proposals.  Originally one was for the east parcel 
one was for the west parcel and two were for both parcels.  The 
proposals are still being reviewed.  He and the governing body 
members reached a conclusion to make the process as transparent as 
possible.  There were four town hall meetings between December 1st 
and December 8th amongst the 4 potential redevelopers. 
Presentations were made and then there was a question and answer  
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period.  It gave government and the developers to hear what was on 
the public’s mind.  People can express their opinion and state why 
and engage the governing body about the selection process.  
Process was always going to be transparent.  After this meeting it 
does not mean the public will not be heard. He introduced the 
governing body members and legal team who are representing the 
Borough.  The Mayor and Council will meet with the redevelopers 
and then hopefully the Mayor and Council will pick a redeveloper 
or redevelopers to develop the property.  Government cannot tell 
the public who or who they don’t favor.  Tonight’s meeting is  
another opportunity for the public to be heard 
 
  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Nina Altman, 3 Horizon Road, misses a couple of art theaters.  
Really would love to have an art theater (independent films) 
 
 Gerald Kray, 1600 Parker Avenue, attended all four meetings. 
He commended the Mayor.  He spoke to the summaries with regard to  
height and density. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke to the summary of development proposals 
and alternatives.  Spoke to the RFP about its requirements.  RFP 
was recommendations.  Hopefully, they were going to restrict, but 
they had ability to deviate.  There was a 2.5 FAR in the RFP. 
 
 Mr. Kray asked the Mayor and Council if they are open to high 
rise properties being built. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich said that the Borough is not restricted to 
take any of the proposals.  The Borough is contemplating high 
rise.  He believes that there would have be to some high rise use 
on the site. 
 
 Mr. Kray asked if possibly none of the proposals could be 
approved.  He said the he’s glad council could take none of these 
plans.  He believes the plans could not get financing other than 
Silverstein’s plan.  There are no banks willing to finance.  Plans 
are grandiose and overpowering.  Believes the RFP process should 
be opened up again with smaller plans. 
 
 Mr. Marinello is reviewing the financial wherewithal. The 
costs to the Borough, cost to the school system, cost for police 
and fire and the revenues generated by the project.  How are the 
projects going to be funded.  How much equity is going be put in 
including construction financing and permanent financing. 
 
 Lee Rosenbaum, 2 Horizon Road, asked if it’s realistic to  
fund the financing. 
 
 Mr. Marinello depends on timing, marketplace with hotels and 
condos might be a couple of years off.  Retail could be done now 
and how much equity. 
 
 Ms. Rosenbaum attended all the four meetings.  Best served if 
Tucker was engaged, West parcel and East Parcel that they don’t 
own.  One coherent master plan, does not want to see clashing 
visions.  Spoke to Bernardo Fort Brescia, architect.  Tucker did 
focus groups.  Freeer reign in alternative proposal.   
Spoke to museum at Grand Concourse.  Spoke to Tucker’s financial 
ability she believes.  Community does not want mega mall.  Spoke 
against Amerea and Fort Lee Redevelopment. No contact with Tucker 
or architect. 
 
 Ruth Adler, 2150 Center Avenue, expressed major objections to  
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the two 42 story towers.  Fort Lee is not Manhattan.  The towers 
would be twenty stories above her building.  She expressed concern 
about the shadows the building will throw off.  She’s concerned 
about the tax benefits the Borough will ultimately receive.  She 
spoke to senior housing in Teaneck that she’s involved in.  She 
asked if there will be senior housing. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke to Town & Country’s $3,000,000 COAH 
contribution.  The $3,000,000 was going for senior housing.  It 
was not necessarily going to be at Centuria.   He recognizes that 
senior housing is essential. 
 
 Mr. Cohen drafted RFP, Mayor and Council’s concept.  One of 
the legal things covered all COAH obligations, Borough planned for 
strictest obligation.  No signed agreement unless they represent 
and support COAH obligations, senior, disabled, low-income.   
 
 Ms. Adler stated that the Centuria traffic plan was a 
nightmare. She can’t imagine traffic going north on River Road 
from Edgewater. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich traffic is as important as all of the other 
issues.  Not to keep project vacant, many safeguards are going to 
be put into effect.  Spoke to Main Street/Hudson Terrace widening. 
 
 Ms. Adler is there a deadline for a completion of project. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that he will take full responsibility 
for lack of a deadline.  The voluminous nature of the responses 
made picking a deadline date non-realistic.  It’s just as 
important not to pick the wrong developer.  The Borough is 
entering the final phases of deliberation.  The developer will 
have to go to Planning Board after a redevelopment agreement is 
agreed upon, hopefully by the end of next year. 
 
 Jerry Sobel, 2150 Center Avenue, attended all four meetings.  
He dismissed Silverstein proposal.  The retail component is too 
large.  He believes an assisted living facility is not needed.  He 
added that it will be a big mistake if the Borough does not hire 
one developer to develop both sides.  The Mayor and Council will 
have to select a developer and then make some changes.  He 
believes the community is supporting the Mayor and Council. 
 

1. Spoke to overcrowding in school system and makeup of 
residential units.  Does not want to see a lot of children. 

 
Mayor Sokolich stated everything is negotiable.  Breakdown of 

bedrooms is negotiable.  Three bedroom units scare him and the 
Council. He also spoke to Residential site improvement standards. 

 
   Mr. Goldberg spoke to Amerea and their makeup of the two and 
three bedroom units. 

 
2. Spoke about open space from proposers.  One had a lot more  

open space. 
 

Mr. Goldberg stated that SJP  had 5 acres, but they are going 
high.  Tucker in  

their alternative had a lot of open space. 
 

Mayor Sokolich there will be restaurants where people can  
gather. 

 
3. Have to accept some height to create open space.  Needs a 

mix to get that open space. 
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4. Traffic problems can be controlled if Silverstein is not 
picked. 

 
    Mayor Sokolich spoke to certain hours about Martha Washington  
 
Way being closed during off-peak hours.  The Issue has been met 
with incredible rejection and/or support.  Homogeneity needs to be 
completed between the east and west sides. 
 

5. Spoke about having museum and cinema.  It brings people 
together. 
 

6. Spoke about fire equipment that needs to be able to get into 
that site. 

 
Mr. Sohmer stated that all of the developers were evasive. 

He spoke to the North Hudson Fire Department that was built in 
1999 before all the development started. 

 
7. Spoke about rooftop parking and parking for deliveries. 

    
Mayor Sokolich most of the proposals said the delivery areas  

were in a concentrated area or hidden. 
 
    Mr. Sohmer said deliveries can be limited.  Have to be done 
at the Planning Board area. 
 
   8.  He asked about the ratables that the Borough will be 
receiving. 
 

Mayor Sokolich estimated that anywhere from $7,000,000 to 
$8,000,000 to upwards of $13,000,000 to $16,000,000 annually.  
Money must go for taxpayer relief.  The Borough will have 
additional demands.  He spoke about a potential school referendum. 
 
 Dave Rowan, 2329 Hudson Terrace, said he’s a real estate 
broker.  He likes Tucker and Fort Lee Redevelopment’s plans.  He 
likes that they have office space.  He believes that Silverstein’s 
plan with 620,000 square feet of retail space would kill the town 
on a Saturday. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that Silverstein went for a regional 
mall concept. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that Tucker and 
Silverstein said they would need help.  The others would not admit 
if they needed help.  She spoke to the alternate proposals about 
the three developers doing both sides.  She’s against skyscrapers.  
She wants condominiums built for maximum tax relief.  She spoke 
about school contribution from developers.  She cannot vote when 
the Mayor and Council gives the Board of Education funding. 
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that law is restricted regardless of scope 
of project unless it’s so large.  It’s not nearly what could be 
done in the past.  Separate pot of money does not exist.  
Legislature and courts have outlawed it. 
 
 Ms. Levinson spoke about traffic specifically when the Cross 
Bronx Expressway has problems.  She’s against the closing of 
Martha Washington Way.  She expects the developer(s) to build 
ramps. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg gave the message to Mr. Goldman of Fort Lee 
Redevelopment that they do not want to see MWW closed.  Mr. 
Goldman understands that it cannot be done. 



 
Special Meeting                                  December 28, 2009 
                                                           Page #5 
 
 Ms. Levinson spoke about sewage. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that issue will be at the Planning 
Board.  Many reports will have to be done and presented to the 
Planning Board with regard to sewage.  Spoke about excessive  
demand in a specific part of the project.  Town could then ask for 
something from developer. 
 
 Ms. Levinson spoke about time limits for each phase being 
built. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that there will time limitations on 
every phase.  There will be phases.  Lenders will not lend without 
phasing. 
 

Chris Nicholas, 419 Myrtle Avenue, spoke about when he was on 
the Council in 1976.  Spoke about background on the project. 
Investors Funding brought all the property in the area paid with 
stock and cash.  They had grandiose plans for the property.  They 
ran roughshod.  The town raised up against their plans.  Spoke to 
bribe the Mayor was offered and the Mayor went to FBI.  The FBI 
set the Mayor up with a wire and the offer being made was being 
recorded.  The project became infamous.  The area is and has been 
a long term eyesore.  There have been multiple owners and 
failures.  He praised the Mayor and Council for their efforts.  He 
closed by stating that he wants to see something built on the 
property. 
 
 Mr. Pohan spoke to the book “The Bribe” which took place in  
June of 1974. 
 
 Henry Schneider, 555 North Avenue, spoke to previous 
developers inadequate assets.  Spoke to Mr. Marinello guidance to 
M&C. 
 
 1.  Equity needed to determine the feasibility of the 
developer.  Future developers will need to have cash in the bank. 
 

2. Developer sufficient funds for payment and performance  
bond.  Surety would complete the project if developer could not 
perform. 
 

3. Escrow account to be setup by developer to cover the 
cost of cost overruns. 

 
4.  Escrow account for renting period. 

 
 Teresa Morgillo, spoke about the equity of developers. She 
believes only Tucker and Fort Lee Redevelopment proposals are 
feasible. She believes they have equity to build the project.  She 
added that condominiums would bring in ratables. 
 
 Nadia Alkow, 2000 Linwood Avenue, spoke about project in 
front of her and affecting views and the equity she believes she 
would lose in her apartment, along with her neighbors. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that he’s sensitive to the site on the 
project. 
 
 Mr. Pohan computer modeling to see how it would effect views 
from many different locations in the immediate area.  The farther 
away the less the angle is.  The architects will model it so we 
all can see it. 
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Arline Glassman, 2150 Center Avenue, enjoys walking on Main 
Street and small town ambience.  She asked what impact the project  
will have on Main Street. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich bigger more drastic change needs to be done on 
Main Street.  Main Street is tired.  Economy has slowed Borough 
down.  The Borough put in a comprehensive façade ordinance.  There 
has to be a co-existence of downtown Main Street and Redevelopment 
Area 5. There will be a need to still come to Main Street.  He 
still wants a nicer downtown Main Street.  Financing has been 
difficult to make the improvements that he would like to see done 
more quickly. 
  

Michael Villano, 5 Horizon Road, stated that he was born and 
raised on the property.  Spoke to his up bringing.  Everything was 
within three blocks of where he was raised.  He doesn’t care about 
the heights of the buildings.  He wants a mall effect where people 
can shop.  He believes the hotel is a home run.  He does not want  
a destination mall.  Panepinto’s proposal looks very dense to him.  
He hopes that the east and west developers can form a coherent 
project. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich said he’s tired of what every other town has 
done.  He wants a place where people can meet and congregate. 
 
 Iris Borman, 916 River Road, Edgewater, New Jersey, thanked 
the Mayor and Council for letting her express her concerns about  
the possible increase of traffic affecting Edgewater.  She would 
like it developed by someone who is familiar with the area.  She 
does not want to see 42 story high rises built. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the meeting was recessed at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the meeting reconvened at 9:25 p.m.  
 
 George Porto, 450 Central Boulevard, expressed his 
appreciation to listening to the public’s comments.  He spoke to 
the following issues: 
 

1. Traffic  
2. Impact on Traffic 
3. Look of project 
 
He stated that he attended all four of the meetings.  He  

liked the open space in Fort Lee Redevelopment’s proposal; 
however, he did not like the height of the buildings.  He’s 
against the Silverstein proposal but he was impressed on the 
emphasis traffic was given.  Hopefully traffic will not be like 
when Palisades Amusement Park was open.  Spoke to Silverstein of 
traffic not being in town during high peak hours.  There were no 
large high rises in Silverstein proposal.  He has not heard what 
the Chamber of Commerce’s feelings are. 
 
 He asked for background on how ownership of the property is 
handled. 
 
 Mr. Cohen spoke about condemnation proceedings work.  
Redeveloper pays for all the condemnation costs. 
 
 Asked how the Mayor and Council are going to make their 
decision. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied there are so many different criteria 
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 Juliette Bergman, 900 Palisade Avenue, spoke about traffic 
studies.  Amerea report gave a.m. and p.m. trips.  Numbers are  
going to be needed to be looked at through trip generation  
reports. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich responded to her inquiries.  Detailed traffic 
reports will be done later in the process. 
 
 Ms. Bergman spoke to height of buildings.  She does not want 
any building over 50 floors, but believes tall buildings would be 
a great attraction.  She likes open spaces.   
 
 Aryia Jenkins, 1231 Inwood Terrace, commended the Mayor and 
Council.  She’s a member of newly formed Fort Lee Coalition of the 
Arts.   She’s concerned about the number of people the project 
will bring in.  She wants to keeping traditions alive.  She wants 
to keep Borough’s film industry alive and having children and the  
elderly involved.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that on advice of legal counsel, Mr. 
Suh should not offer an opinion because he’s a Planning Board 
member. 
 
 Mr. Suh, 2100 Linwood Avenue, spoke about the municipal 
parking lot and how it’s perceived as an eyesore. 
 
 Terry Holtje, 32 Casta Way Edgewater, asking for eight bay 
firehouse, but will settle for a four bay firehouse.  Spoke about 
Fort Lee Redevelopment and how they are going to make deliveries.  
He’s against the two 42 story towers.   He asked about a potential 
satellite school being brought into the area. 
 

Mayor Sokolich has not spoken to his colleagues about a 
satellite school.   
 
 Mr. Holtje asked if the buildings would be colonial in 
nature. 
    
 Mayor Sokolich thanked everyone for attending and 
participating during tonight’s meeting.  
 
 
 There being no further discussion, the special meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Kasofsky, and carried at 9:50 p.m.  
 
       
    

         ______________________                   
                              Neil Grant 
                                  Borough Clerk    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
                            Thursday, December 17, 2009 @7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, (Arrived at  
                7:10 p.m.) Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
                 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 1, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3.  On December 1, 2009, a copy of said change in the 
scheduled starting time was posted at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey.  On the same date, copies of the change in meeting 
time were also mailed to all persons who have requested same and 
who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the 
cost of providing notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough is going to celebrate 
tonight a couple of football championships that were won this year 
by the pee-wee and junior divisions of the Fort Lee Junior 
Bridgemen Football League.  He added that the Borough is very 
proud of the players, coaches and parents for their efforts. 
 
 He specifically praised Joseph Surace, President of the 
Junior Bridge Football League, who has been involved with the 
junior football program for thirty-one years.  Mr. Surace has 
given thousands of hours of volunteer service through sports 
programs and in many other capacities such as serving on volunteer 
boards and committees for the Borough. 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

PR-1 – Fort Lee Junior Bridgemen Football League  
 
 Mr. Surace stated that the football program is about the  
children, the cooperation of the parents and the hard work the 
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 Mayor Sokolich presented certificates of appreciation from 
the Mayor and Council to the following two football groups: 
 
Fort Lee Pee-Wee – Scott Sandnes, Rone Rosen, George Ely, Adam 
 Shehab, Zachary Love, Diego Lopez-Lena, Stefano Casale, Michael  
 Huertas, Giancarlo Casale, Brandon Harris, Elias Lorenzo, Ryan 
 Chauncy, Ivan Jones, Joshua Estella, Jarrett Lopez, Anthony  
 George, Keith Mency, Joonho Moon, Sebastian Delasoudas, Noah 
 Kaufman, Randi Sutton, Sayid Elmoundi, Christian Kim, Omer Rosen,  
 Lenin Dominic Fermin, Dane Gannon, Zachary Hooton, Kaleb Hardy, 
 Faoud Helewa and Zain Ahmed 
 
 Head Coach: John Casale  
  

Assistant Coaches: Kyle Hooton, Mike Love, Ivan Jones, 
                         Keith Harris, Zach Edelman Jon Khan, 
                         Alex Lorenzo and Randi Sutton 
 
Fort Lee Juniors – Michael Miqueli, Ethan Umrichin, Joseph  
 Robinson, Jordan Dennis-Robertson, Anthony Torres, Shqipron  
 Idrizzi, Vincent Tripodi, Marc Helewa, Marqui Momtemonio, Noel 
 Ovailes, Thomas Iannaconne, Jean-Pierre Arias, Bryce Maida,  
 Steven Yelin, Tyler Ruperti, Vasili Sotiropoulos, Dimitri     
 Koutroubanis, Matthew Viola, Eduardo Granados, Luke Rambharose, 
 Gabriel Noel, Korab Idrizi, Jeury Rodriguez, Benjamin Mowatt, 
 Jason Samuel-Olagunju, Adam Jurek, Marco Herrara, Max Urscheler 
 
 Head Coach: Patrick Viola 
 
     Assistant Coaches: Jack Urscheler, Dave Baric, David Miqueli, 
                         Mario Mowatt and Dimitri Sotiropoulos 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the meeting was recessed at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the meeting was reconvened at 7:33 p.m. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED 
 

 Mayor Sokolich announced that the Borough’s Reorganization 
Meeting will be held in the Council Chambers on Thursday, January 
7, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 He briefed the public on the four special meetings which were 
held earlier this month at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community 
Center with regard to Redevelopment Area 5.  A different developer 
spoke at each meeting about their specific plans for the site and 
then a question and answer period was held with the public.  
Approximately 200 to 300 people were at each of the meetings.  He 
found the meetings to be informative and it gave him and the 
governing body a chance to hear the public’s opinions and/or 
concerns about each of the proposals.  
 

He announced that one more special public meeting will be 
held on Monday, December 28th at the community center at 7:00 p.m.  
This meeting will give the public a chance to ask any question 
specifically to the Mayor and Council or any member of the 
Borough’s review team about the proposals. 

 
 He wished everyone the happiest and safest of holidays. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 8, 
2009 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 3, 
2009 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, a portion of the minutes 
pertaining to the Police Department for September 27, 2007, June 
7, 2007, April 12, 2007 and May 4, 2006 were approved with Council 
Members Sohmer and Goldberg abstaining. 
 

On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried unanimously, a portion of the minutes 
pertaining to the Police Department for July 17, 2008 were 
approved.  
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2009-40 - Capital Ordinance for Additional Funding for  
Roadway Improvements to Main Street and Hudson Terrace –  
$1,000,000 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-40 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $1,000,000 FOR 
ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS TO MAIN STREET AND HUDSON TERRACE IN AND BY 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-41 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking on a Portion of Bridle Way Northbound at the Apex of 
Bridle Way and Cumbermeade Road 
 
 Councilman Sohmer offered a motion, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti to amend the Ordinance as follows: 
 

Mr. Cohen deemed the following amendment to be minor in 
nature. 
 
 Location: Curbline of Bridle Way from a point 225 feet east 
of the northeast intersection apex of Bridle Way and Cumbermeade 
Road to a point 250 feet east of that location 
 

to: 
 

 Curbline of Bridle Way from a point 225 feet west of the 
northwest intersection apex of Bridge Way and Cumbermeade Road to 



a point 250 feet west of that location. 
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 The motion to amend the Ordinance was approved unanimously. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-41 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE, ENTITLED NO PARKING as amended.” 
 
 Nat Hanan, 1089 Cumbermeade Road, asked if the ordinance in 
question is by Dearborn Road. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied affirmatively to Mr. Hanan’s question. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-42 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 58, Schedule 
XIV, to Remove Glen Road at Route 5 as a No Left Turn and to Amend 
Chapter 388, Section 51, Schedule VII, to Include Glen Road 
Northbound Between Columbia Avenue and Bluff Road as a One-Way 
Street 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-42 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, 
SECTIONS 27 AND 58 ENTITLED NO LFET TURN AND SECTIONS 20 AND 51, 
ENTITLED ONE WAY STREETS OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2009-43 — Amending Chapter 410, Zoning, Article XII, 
Signage and Facades by Adding Section 51.1 Entitled “Designated 
Architect” 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-43 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 410 ZONING, ARTICLE XII, SIGNAGE AND FACADES BY ADDING 
SECTION 410-51 ENTITLED ‘DESIGNATED ARCHITECT’.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this item relates to the suggested 
architect for those who may need assistance when making an 
application to the Borough’s Sign/Façade Review Committee.  The 
Borough has encouraged businesses whether voluntarily or 



legislative to beautify their facades. 
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PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-8. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $6,030,412.43 
Capital                                          247,049.98 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,137.55 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         25,174.24 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,196.48 
Redemption Account                               183,281.17 
School Resource Account                              120.00 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    5,970.16 
Police Justice                                    20,095.00 
 
Total:                                        $6,516,436.53 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #1001 for the Fort Lee High School  
PTSA 
 

WHEREAS, the Fort Lee High School PTSA, 3000 Lemoine Avenue,  
Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a calendar raffle application 
for March 1, 2010 through May 31, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #1001, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Albert Bottini, Olga Efraimov, Erik  
Hansen, George Kokkinos and Ursula Talocco as School Crossing 
Guards - $17.06 Hourly 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in 



the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm  
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retroactive to December 1, 2009. 
 

Albert Bottini 
252 Myrtle Avenue 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Olga Efraimov 
279 Wayne Avenue 

Cliffside Park, New Jersey 07010 
 

Erik Hansen 
421 Main Street 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

George Kokkinos 
177 Prospect Street 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Ursula Talocco 
1477 Palisade Avenue 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
 

CA-4 - Requesting Approval from the Division of Local Government           
Services to Establish a Dedicated Trust by Rider for the 
Collection and Deposit of Monies From the Sale of Recycling 
Materials 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE REQUESTING  
   APPROVAL OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF LOCAL 
   GOVERNMENT SERVICES TO ESTABLISH A DEDICATED TRUST BY  
   RIDER FOR THE COLLECTION AND DEPOSIT OF MONIES FROM  
   THE SALE OF RECYCLING MATERIALS 

 
WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services for approval as a 
“Dedication By Rider” revenue received by a municipality when the 
revenue is not subject to reasonable and accurate estimates in 
advance; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 provides that the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services may approve expenditures of 
monies by dedication by rider,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as 
follows: 
 

1. The governing body hereby requests permission of the 
Director of Local Government to collect and deposit 
monies into the Borough of Fort Lee Recycling Trust Fund 
and to dedicate this trust to provide for purchase and 
acquisition of materials to enhance and increase the 
amount of recycling within the Borough. 

 
2. The municipal clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee is hereby 

directed to forward two (2) certified copies of this 
resolution to the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services. 

 
I, Neil Grant, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, in 

the County of Bergen and State of New Jersey do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee, County 



of Bergen, State of New Jersey at a regular meeting of said  
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governing body held on December 17, 2009. 
 
 
CA-5 - Awarding Bid to BLM Productions, Inc., Secaucus, New Jersey  
for the Purchase of a Lighting Console at the Jack Alter 
Community Center - $44,665.00 
 
        RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
        OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF 
        A LIGHTING CONSOLE FOR THE FORT LEE COMMUNITY CENTER  
        AND RELATED TRAINING SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase a lighting console for use at the Jack 
Alter Fort Lee Community Center and related training in order to 
continue to provide valuable municipal services to its citizens; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 17, 2009, pursuant to resolution and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of lighting 
console for use at the Fort Lee Community Center and related 
training services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 2, 2009 the Borough received a single 
bid from the following bidder: 
 
  BML Productions, Inc.   $44,665.00 
 
 WHEREAS, after a review of the bid submitted by BML 
Productions, Inc. (“BML”), the Borough determined that BML is in 
compliance with the requirements of the bid specifications and 
constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 
lighting console and training services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award  a 
contract for the purchase a lighting console for use at the Jack 
Alter Fort Lee Community Center and related training; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Office has certified to the 
availability of funds for this project; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of a 
contract to BML for the purchase of a lighting console for use at 
the Fort Lee Community Center and related training is necessary 
for the Borough’s efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that a contract be and is hereby awarded to BML 
Productions, Inc., 1 Aquarium Drive, Secaucus, New Jersey, in the 
amount of $44,665.00 for the purchase a lighting console for use 
at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center and related training 
services as contained in its bid consistent with the requirements 
of the Bid Specifications; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby is 
authorized to execute a contract with BML Productions, Inc., 
consistent with the requirements of the Bid Specifications, and 
pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq., for the purchase of a lighting console for use 
by Borough personnel at the Fort Lee Community Center and related 
training services in order to continue to provide valuable 



municipal services to its citizens; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and 
contract shall be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk 
and made available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for 2010 With  
the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program – $20.00 Per 
Employee 
 

2010 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
between the 

Borough of Fort Lee 
and 

the County of Bergen 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program, 
hereinafter referred to as the “BCEAP,” a program implemented by 
the County for the purpose of dealing with employees having 
personal problems, including alcoholism, having its office located 
at 327 East Ridgewood Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652-4895; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Department of Health Services and 
the Department of Health and Senior Services of the State of New 
Jersey have expressed a major concern for the development of 
Employee Assistance Program services for municipal governments, 
and private enterprise; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program staff 
is fully qualified to perform the Substance Abuse Professional 
function as specified by the Federal Department of Transportation 
Drug and Alcohol Testing Regulations (DOT Jn, 1995 SAP 
Guidelines); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has expressed its desire to 
have the services of the BCEAP made available to its employees for 
the period January 1, 2010 - December 31, 2010, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
agrees to pay a fee for BCEAP services of $20.00 per employee, per 
year; the total number of employees covered by this agreement 245. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Hangar Inc.,  
(Pocket License) for 2009-2010 
 

WHEREAS, on December 10, 2009 a Special Ruling was granted 
from the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control, to permit consideration of a liquor license renewal for 
one (1) plenary retail consumption license for the period of 2009-
2010; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the renewal application for 2009-2010 has been filed 
in the Borough Clerk’s Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall 
be renewed for the licensing year 2009-2010; and 
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 Liquor License # Licensee 
 

1. 0219-33-042-008     Hangar Inc. 
 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 
is authorized and directed to sign said license and affix the 
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 
 
CA-8 - Endorsing the Forbidding of the Use of the Chemical 
“Avitrol” in Any Municipal Building, Park, Field or Within Any 
Other Improvement or on Lands Owned or Controlled by the Borough 
 

WHEREAS, recently a most unfortunate incident occurred in the 
Borough of Fort Lee regarding the use of a chemical known as 
“Avitrol”, which resulted in the unintentional death of birds in 
our community; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, upon investigation, it has been confirmed that the 
resultant and unfortunate death of the birds known as black 
grackles was unintentional; however, it is the position of the 
Governing Body that this most unfortunate incident can never again 
occur in our community and that appropriate safeguards must be put 
into place to ensure that this incident is not repeated; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee is 
desirous of reconfirming its commitment to the safe and humane 
treatment of all animals within our community and that it is 
incumbent upon the Governing Body to serve as an example for all 
members of the community, especially our children, in this regard; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is further the desire of the Governing Body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that use of the chemical known as 
“Avitrol” be forever banned within the Borough of Fort Lee and to 
otherwise avoid a reoccurrence of the incident that had previously 
occurred in this community.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that  
 

1) All employees of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
contractors, sub-contractors, agents and 
representatives are hereby strictly forbidden from 
the use of the chemical known as “Avitrol”; and  

 
2) The use of the chemical known as “Avitrol” is 

expressly forbidden in or upon any municipal 
building, park, field or within any other improvement 
or on lands owned or controlled by the Borough of 
Fort Lee; and  

 
3) Absent full and complete compliance with the terms of 

the within resolution and, in particular, the ban on 
the use of the chemical known as “Avitrol” will 
result in disciplinary action to be taken at the 
discretion of the Governing Body; and 

 
4) A copy of the within resolution shall be disseminated 

to all Borough Department Heads, Administrators and 
members of Government, who are hereby directed to 
serve a copy of the within resolution upon all 
contractors, sub-contractors and agents engaged from 
time to time by the Borough of Fort Lee, to ensure 



full and complete compliance with the terms of the 
within resolution. 
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Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-3, CA-4 and  
CA-8. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied to CA-3.  Ms. Thomas responded to CA-
4.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke to CA-8.  He said that there was an 
unfortunate incident a few weeks ago where birds were destroyed. 
The Health Department engaged the services of a licensed 
exterminating company to rid the Borough of an ongoing pigeon 
issue.  The goal was to chase the pigeons; however, a migrating 
flock of black gackels ate the feed which was very dangerous to 
them.  An investigation was conducted and it was confirmed that 
the incident was completely unintentional, but the Borough needed 
to make safeguards that this issue would never happen again.  He 
added that “The Borough is committed to the civil and humane 
treatment of all animals”.  The resolution once adopted will be 
disseminated to the Borough’s contractors so that they are put on 
notice never to use Avitrol. 

 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 

Mr. Goldberg asked Mr. Grant if the liquor license pertaining 
to CA-7 has no current violations. 

 
Mr. Grant replied that the license is clean. 
 
Mr. Pohan speaking to CA-8 asked Mr. Cohen if a chemical can 

be banned by resolution rather than by ordinance. 
 
Mr. Cohen did not see any problem dealing with this issue 

with a resolution as the banning of the chemical can only be done 
for Borough owned property.  It’s an internal regulation.  If it 
was being extended to all properties then an ordinance would 
probably be needed.  

 
Mr. Pohan also asked if the Borough is committed to the civil 

and humane treatment of all animals i.e. mice, rats.  He agreed 
with what the Mayor is trying to accomplish by banning Avitrol, 
but expressed concern that the resolution as written includes all 
animals which includes pests. 

 
Mayor Sokolich asked if anyone has an idea for amending 

language. 
 
Mr. Pohan asked that the first paragraph be stricken which 

stated that the “Borough is committed to the civil and humane 
treatment of all animals”, and that every other paragraph be moved 
up by one number. 

 
On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, and approved unanimously CA-8 was amended as indicated 
in the above paragraph. 

 
On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer,  

the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-8 as amended) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 



R-1 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From 
2053 P&S Restaurant Inc. to Min Jung Rhee t/a Poong Lim at 
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2053 Lemoine Avenue 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Council President Sohmer chaired this portion of the meeting.  
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 
transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-007-011, 
heretofore issued to 2053 P&S Restaurant Inc., a New Jersey  
corporation for premises located at 2053 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to Min 
Jung Rhee t/a Poong Lim at 2053 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey 07024 effective December 17, 2009 and does hereby direct the 
Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 
ownership. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – wished everyone happy holidays and a wonderful 
New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – wished everyone a happy Hanukkah, a Merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year. 
 
 He stated that there is no charge to use the Borough street 
meters during the holiday season except for the various municipal 
parking lots until January 2, 2010. 
 



 He spoke of the passing of Richard Weissenborn, former 
teacher and assistant principal at the Fort Lee High School.  He 
was also the basketball coach at the high school for many years. 
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He was a friend and a mentor to many of his students and he will 
be missed by his family, friends and former students. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – wished everyone happy holidays and urged 
everyone not to drink and drive. 
 
 He stated that Andrew Krymkevich is a resident of the Borough 
who is currently a Lance Corporal in the United States Marine 
Corp.  He has previously served in Iraq and Afghanistan and will 
be returning to Afghanistan for another tour of duty. On behalf of 
the Mayor and Council and the residents of the Borough he wished 
him the best of luck. 
 
Councilman Sargenti – wished everyone happy holidays. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – wished everyone happy holidays. 
 
 She stated that the Health Department will be holding a Swine 
Flu clinic on Monday, December 16th at the Louis F. Cole Middle 
School from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  People must pre-register with 
the Health Department at 201-592-3500 ext. 1103 or 1104.  Other 
Swine Flu clinics will be announced in the near future. 
 
Mayor Sokolich – stated he and Messrs. Goldberg and Sohmer 
attended the Menorah Candle Lighting ceremony last Friday at the 
intersection of Main Street and Lemoine Avenue.  Even though it 
was very cold a festive time was had by all who attended the 
event. 
 
 He added that on December 9th the Borough revived its holiday 
tree lighting ceremony across the street from the Jack Alter Fort 
Lee Community Center. About 300 people attended of which 90% were 
children.  He thanked the Cafasso family for donating the tree and 
the refreshments that were served at the event. 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
George Porto          .Abeles Cooperative Report  Mayor Sokolich 
450 Central Blvd.       /Vacancy Decontrol        Ms. Thomas 
                                                  Mr. Cohen 
                                                  Ms. Sohmer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich left at this point in the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 Council President chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Denis Glennon         .Tax Abatements/Coop-Condo  Mr. Cohen 
2000 Linwood Ave.       Conversion State Laws     Mr. Pohan 
 
Douglas Sugarman      .Abeles Report - Against 
2100 Linwood Ave.      Any Tax Abatement That 
                        Med. South is Requesting 
 
 On motion by Councilwoman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
recessed to Thursday, January 7th at 5:00 p.m. and carried at 8:33 
p.m.  
   



       ______________________                  
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 

SPECIAL MEETING 
  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
              Tuesday, December 8, 2009 @7:00 p.m. 
 

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
Of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Jack Alter Fort Lee 
Community Center, 2nd Floor Meeting Room, 1355 Inwood Terrace, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,              
                Goldberg, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Council Members Sargenti, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, 
           Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
           J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

Frank Regan, Esq. (Redevelopment Attorney)   
Heather Litzebauer, Assistant Vice President    
 For N.W. Financial Group 

                   Paul Phillips, Borough Planner 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On November 16, 2009 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the 
Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2009. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mr. Grant read the operative portion of the special meeting. 
  
 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 
 
 1.  Respondents Will Make a Presentation to the Public of 
          There Individual Request for Proposal Submitted to the  
          Borough with Regard to Redevelopment Area 5 
 
 2.  Public Participation 
 
 It is expected that no action will be taken at this meeting. 
 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this is the last of four public 
meetings with regard to the presentations of the various RFP 
proposals for Redevelopment Area 5.  He thanked everyone for 
attending.  He stated that the previous redeveloper Town & 
Country’s redevelopment agreement was terminated.  The Borough is 
now in the process of finding a new redeveloper.  A Request for 
Proposal (RFP) was prepared for redeveloping area 5 which is 
adjacent to the George Washington Bridge.  The Borough received 
four responses on July 31st of this year.  There are two parcels, 
of land one the west side which covers Lemoine Avenue and one on 



the east side which covers Central Road.  The parcels are split by 
Martha Washington Way.  There is approximately 16 acres of land 
and the east and west are similar in size.  Tonight’s meeting is  
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exclusive to one developer with a question and answer period to be  
held at the end of the conceptual presentation.  He asked the 
public to hold their questions until after the presentation.  The 
plans being presented throughout the meetings held are an 
important part of deliberation process.  It’s important to 
government to understand the public’s concerns.  He believes that 
this is the most important decision since the opening of the 
George Washington Bridge.  He believes one more meeting with the 
public without the redevelopers making any presentation will need 
to be held. 
  
 He introduced the Governing Body members, the Borough 
Administrator, Borough Attorney and Borough Clerk.  To decipher 
the different information the Borough has several experts 
including Paul Phillips, Borough Planner, Frank Regan, Esq. for 
DeCotiis and Heather Litzebauer, representative of NW Financial.  
He believes a fifth town hall meeting will be critical so as to 
make sure the public has been given a chance to be heard.   
 

He stated that he hopes the public has found it fruitful as 
the governing body has.  All four redevelopment teams gladly and 
willingly participated in the process which was not called for in 
the original RFP. 
  
 Allen F. Goldman, Managing Partner of Fort Lee Redevelopment 
Associates, LLC and SJP Residential President, applauded the 
public for attending.  He’s excited about the vision of the 16 
acre parcel.  He introduced James Demetrakis, Esq. and a 
representative of Palisades Financial.  He added that SJP controls 
the west property. (The Center at Fort Lee) by Fort Lee 
Redevelopment Associates, LLC.  He gave the history of SJP and 
Fort Lee Redevelopment. SJP thirty years, 25,000,000 square feet 
of classified office space and condominiums and apartments.  He 
has been involved in bigger projects then this one.  He has never 
have failed to complete a project.  He explained the checkered 
history of the site.  He gave sample of projects at 45 Park 
Avenue, in New York City, which won an award as the best 
residential developed building in New York in 2007.  Other 
projects he spoke to were at 11 Times Square, across from the Port 
Authority Bus terminal on 42nd Street. It’s LEED Certified 
Platinum, and is expected to be completed in 2011.   Also in 
Hoboken and Morris Corporate Center, Parsippany, NJ (Home Office) 
Major business corporations and The Palisades in Fort Lee which 
was a twenty five year old eyesore.  It was a former garage which 
he acquired the property in 1998. It was initially rentals but 
then converted to condominiums and has been a huge success.  He 
also created sixty-eight units of affordable housing within the 
project.  He spent the early part of this year to see what he 
believes would be the best application for the site including 
building a town center which will be a focal point of the 
redevelopment and much of the surrounding area.  He found a firm 
an architect firm in Boston (Elkus Manfredi).  His work in West 
Palm Beach, City Place was inspirational.  His firm controls the 
east parcel of land.  He believes that it’s important to recognize 
the entire site.  Hopefully is plan will be embraced by the 
Borough.   Showed site plan (Center at Fort Lee) more than 50% of 
open space on the 16 acres.  He wants to add to the attributes of 
Fort Lee through residential, retail and office space.  He wants 
it to be pedestrian friendly, with the periodically closing of 
Martha Washington Way (MWW).  The project could work even with MWW 
being open 24-7, but he would like to explore potentially closing 
it at certain times.  Traffic is a big issue, addressed remove 
parking within project bounds.  Parking convenient on east parcel, 



garage structure on entire seven acres would keep heights down.  
No on-street traffic with no street deliveries.  The need for a 
convenient ingress and egress is important.  A tram would 
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circulate around the garage and anywhere through the circulation 
roads through the project.  Ken Mackiewicz from TRC, is his 
traffic expert.  He spoke to the demands on the school system, and 
that rising taxes are a big issue.  He stated that property taxes 
in New Jersey are the highest in the country.  His project will 
create substantial ratables, which will have a positive 
significant affect for the Borough.  High rise buildings 90% of 
compositions 400 units in each section 1 and 2 bedrooms.  He 
believes his project places only small demands on the school 
system.  He worked with the Borough’s School Superintendent when 
formulating his plan.  He has created a space for a Museum.  A 
cinema has been recommended along with performances on the lawn 
area which covers over two acres.  This project as created will 
reestablish Fort Lee as the leading community in the State.  He 
closed by stating that he’s pleased to be able to participate in 
the process. 
 

Mr. Goldman introduced Howard Elkus, FAIA, of Elkus Manfredi 
Architects Ltd. 
  
 Mr. Elkus stated that it’s a privilege to be here.  He was 
aware of the project before Mr. Goldman called him.  He’s from San 
Francisco and he believes the site is incredible.  It’s a gem and 
should be treated that way.  Mixed use town projects should be 
conceived in its entirety.  It needs to be imaginable from New 
York as well as New Jersey.  Every great city starts from the 
ground up with great public spaces.  Spoke to City Place, West 
Palm Beach, Florida. The project turned around West Palm Beach  
which always paled to Palm Beach, but not anymore.  Fort Lee has a 
lot of the same characteristics.  He mentioned other mixed use 
spaces in Chicago, Phoenix, The Grove in Los Angeles.  All scale 
projects work.  His firm works for the tenants, developers and the 
town.  Projects have to be conceived in their entirety.  The 
Center of Fort Lee is about families.  Spoke to trams about being 
used for parking and open spaces.  The Americana at Brand, 
Glendale, California has diverse architecture. Every project is 
different.  Water plays an important part of the development.  The 
west side and south side can grow in Fort Lee.  The greatest 
density is on the East side.  Projects like this are about great 
streets.  Lemoine Avenue, Main Street and MWW are defining 
arterials.  A lively street edge with a great park in the middle.  
He compared it to Bryant Park in New York.  There will be green 
roofs so people will not be, not looking down on asphalt. 
The restaurants and cafes will populate the sidewalks with no high 
buildings blocking the sun.  A major part of open space is to be 
soft. 
 

David McLain, Palisades Financial Principal, fund owns the 
east parcel of land.  Their headquarters is at 2160 North Central 
Road in the Borough.  He has deep roots in the area, all five 
partners born and raised and/or lived in the community the last 
twenty.  He has significant experience in all kinds of financing 
in the real estate area.  He believes Fort Lee Redevelopment 
(Goldman & Demetrakis) unmatched in their knowledge of the area 
and surrounding area.  Elkus Manfredi is writing the book on urban 
lifestyle centers.  Need groups with extensive experience with all 
facets of development including construction development.  The 
collective group has integrity and a history of delivering on 
their promises.  BMW, Bayer & Tiffany’s and many others are just a 
few possibilities of major potential retailers.  Environmental 
(Leed standards at 11 Time Square)   
 
 James Demetrakis, thanked everyone for attending to look at 



this interesting and exciting project.  Project has been presented 
very well and in great detail. The complete transparency of the 
process is a credit to the Mayor and Council. They will pick the  
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best developer. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject      Response 
 
Nadia Alcow           Spoke to how the height of the two 
2000 Linwood Ave.      residential structures would effect her 
                       view 
                                    
 Mr. Goldman 42 stories for residential and 25 story hotel 
Tall narrow buildings. It will be complimentary to the surrounding 
area. 
 
Lee Rosenbaum          Not-Architecturally Distinguished 
2 Horizon Road         Spoke to acquiring the west parcel 
 
 Mr. Goldman said these are preliminary designs. 
 
     Mr. Goldman said that Mr. Tucker is willing to work together. 
The Mayor and Council will implement the choice of choosing a 
redeveloper. 
 
Jae Young              Asked about the value of his home 
School #3 
 
 Mr. Goldman replied that the better that Fort Lee is 
perceived the more the value of peoples homes. 
 
 Mr. Elkus added that City Place in West Palm Beach raised the 
value of all the homes in West Palm Beach area. 
 
Tom Meyers           Arts Community - Outreach 
1450 Palisade Ave.   Program – Integrating History of Fort Lee 
                      Cinema-Museum Near Hotel 
 
Yui Choi             Asked why the architectural renderings   
251 Hoym Street       were so vacant. 
 
 Mr. Goldman replied they are renderings only and not the 
actual physical development. 
 
Tino Thoon           RFP (Height Restrictions) 
303 Coolidge Ave. 
 
 Mr. Goldman had guidelines but Borough encouraged the 
porposers to be creative as possible. 
 
Terry Holtje         Building Architecture/ 
32 Casta Way  Former Fire Chief in Fort Lee 
Edgewater, NJ         Garage Equipment to Get Access 
                      100 Year Old Firehouse 
 
 Mr. Goldman stated that he’s conscious of the fire needs and 
life safety issues.  He’s looking to accommodate requests for Fire 
Department in the project and surrounding areas. 
 
Iris Borman          Traffic Density/Impact on Edgewater 
916 River Road 
Edgewater, NJ 
 
 Ken Mackiewicz comprehensive study of intersections and to 
Edgewater.  Varied elements.  Intermodal trip making cuts down on 



traffic. 
 
 
Special Meeting                                   December 8, 2009 
                                                           Page #5 
 
James Karas          Construction Traffic/Disruption in Traffic 
2024 Center Ave. 
 
 Mr. Goldman beauty of program phased developments, open space 
within the site, no constraints on normal traffic flow. 
 
Tom Piper            Fort Lee business owner asked how the project 
1571 Ann Street       would effect him and commuters 
 
 Mr. Goldman spoke about token system from retailers.  8-12 
parkers will have to pay for parking. 
 
 Mr. Demetrakis stated that the Borough has the Parking 
Authority which his project will hopefully interface with. 
 
Richard Radoian        Spoke to Ms. Borman with regard that  
1244A Inwood Terrace    Edgewater built their town up without  
                        thinking about Fort Lee’s traffic Concerns 
 
Nina Levinson          Spoke about the closing of MWW 
1560 West St.          FAR 
                       Other Units 
                       Bulk Payment to School System 
 
 Mr. Goldman spoke to potential shutting down of MWW and that 
MWW can be opened automatically through the Police Department 
 
 Mr. Goldman combined 2.5 FAR initially apartment rentals then 
convert to condominiums which will enhances taxes.   
 
 Mr. Goldman stated there will be 100 condominium units atop 
the hotel with approximately 1,200 square feet of space.  The 
majority of the units in the high rises are one bedroom units. 
     
 Mr. Goldman stated there are mot many school requirements.  
The tax revenues will be a huge benefit to the school system.  He 
believes the revenue will be far greater than the school demands. 
  
 
Mark Ospala      Breakdown of Units/Projected 
1148 Abbott Blvd.   Tax Revenues 
 
 Joe Burgess, Planner, preliminary tax assessment on condos  
$14,700,000 in annual tax revenue. Net figure of $4,900,000 & 
school system $4,600,000.  If rentals 70% of the figures net 
revenue surplus. 
 
 Mr. Goldman 800 units of rental, 250 key hotel, 100 condo 
unit, 60,000 retail space on east parcel, garage on three levels 
with 1896 parking spaces, west parcel 175,000 retail & 600,00 
square feet of commercial.  No large box retail. 
 
 Mr. Elkus stated that the Glendale project is the same size 
as the Fort Lee space 
 
Steve Chung              Asked about Asian Accommodations 
231 Fourth Street, Palisades Park 
 
 Mr. Goldman needs and diversity of the market in the Borough 
will be addressed Fort Lee and the surrounding areas. 
 

Mr. Goldberg expressed serious concerns about the closing of 
MWW.  How long to clear. He asked about COAH responsibilities, and 



ingress and egress of parking. 
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 Mr. Goldman stated that the closing of MWW will b be a 
determination of the Mayor and Council.  He believes having it 
opened will enhance the pedestrian nature of the project. There 
are times when closed without creating damage.  Cautionary traffic  
 
lights can be used.  It’s an experiment.  COAH will be fully  
adhered to like it was with The Palisades on Kaufers Lane. 
 
 Mr. Elkus spoke to the periphery of east parcel for parking.  
There will be a drop-off from the cul-de-sacs for the residential 
users. 
 
 Mr. Goldman stated there will be numerous entrances to get 
into the seven acre garage. 
 
 Mr. Demetrakis spoke to the concept to enhance public areas.  
A great deal of study is involved which needs to be decided solely 
by the Mayor and Council.  The project is not affected by the 
closing or non-closing of MWW. 
 
 
George Porto    Tax Revenue/Abatements 
450 Central Blvd   
 
 Mr. Goldman stated that no tax abatements are expected to be 
requested.  The Borough’s benefits begin to flow when specific 
phases are completed. 
 
 Ms. Kasofsky spoke to sustainable green energy structures. 
 
 Mr. Goldman will seek out the environmental cost effective 
issues of the day.  His members have been certified in the NJ 
Sustainable Energy Program. 
 
 Mr. Pohan asked Mr. Goldman to describe the phasing and 
timeline of the project. 
 
 Mr. Goldman east parcel will consist of three phases, 
southern most residential and retail 40% that will be followed by 
construction on 2nd building and then hotel. Each phase would be 
18-24 months. 
 
 Mr. Pohan spoke to the two tall buildings, keeping the public 
place open.  Spoke to revitalization of Main Street.  What does it 
do to the character of Main Street. 
 
 Mr. Elkus spoke to how the retail component works and anchors 
are needed to draw people.  The larger retail elements will serve 
as an anchor for Main Street.  It needs two sides. 
 
 Mr. Burgess looked at retail trade dollars that would be 
generated.  He said it would generate $25,000,000 in retail trade 
expenditures annually. 
  
 Mr. Pohan FAR for east parcel is 3.5 to achieve FAR of 2.5. 
west parcel is far less than what is proposed by Tucker 
Development.  He asked Mr. Goldman for his rationale for such a 
reduced FAR on the west side of the project. 
 
 Mr. Goldman gave marching orders to Howard Elkus/Manfredi to 
best develop the entire property. He believes it would be a 
disservice to the Borough not to focus in on the entire 16 acre 
site in its entirety.  There has to be a cohesive developed plan    



with no consideration to who owned it.  He believes what’s the 
best interests of the Borough is most important. 
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 Mr. Pohan said the program has to be addressed at some point 
based on vision by the east side of the property. 
 
 Mr. Goldman said east was not specific. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich thought about east and west was for more  
respondents to answer to the RFP.   Two separate cities is not the 
goal.  If they don’t make sense together, it’s not in the best 
interests of the Borough.  Non-waivable condition of the RFP was 
to start, finish and have the borrowing ability. 
 
 Mr. Goldman own financial wherewithal and with our financial 
partners, phased program because of financial elements.  We have 
the lending capacity.  Construction loan on platinum project of a 
$222,000,000 construction loan was paid off in September and was 
not due until next March.  Developers must develop relationships 
with a large array of sources. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer spoke about LEEDS, national organization for a 
greener America.  GOLD standard achieved.  He stated that he was 
thrilled about there being no tax abatement.  He agreed with Mr. 
Goldberg about not closing Martha Washington Way.  He asked if the   
east and west parcels be worked on at the same time if Tucker 
Development is involved. He asked about the potential hotel drop-
off point. 
  
 Mayor Sokolich stated that on Time Warner Cable’s on-demand 
channel 1111 the first two meetings can be seen in their entirety 
at any time.  The final two meetings will be shown via on-demand 
in the near future.     
 

Mayor Sokolich also announced that the Borough’s holiday tree 
lighting will be held outside of the Community Center tomorrow at 
6:30 p.m.  He added that the Menorah lighting will be held this 
Friday at 4:00 p.m. at the triangle of Main Street and Lemoine 
Avenue. 
 

He closed by thanking Fort Lee Redevelopment, LLC, and their 
redevelopment team for taking the time to make their presentation 
tonight.  
 
 There being no further discussion, the special meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried at 9:18 p.m.  
 
 
          
       ______________________                  
                               Neil Grant 
                                   Borough Clerk    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING 
  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
               Monday, December 7, 2009 @7:00 p.m. 
 

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Jack Alter Fort Lee 
Community Center, 2nd Floor Meeting Room, 1355 Inwood Terrace, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,              
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT:  Council Members Sargenti, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, 
           Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
           J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On November 16, 2009 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the 
Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2009. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mr. Grant read the operative portion of the special meeting. 
  
 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 
 
 1.  Respondents Will Make a Presentation to the Public of 
          There Individual Request for Proposal Submitted to the  
          Borough with Regard to Redevelopment Area 5 
 
 2.  Public Participation 
 
 It is expected that no action will be taken at this meeting. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this is the third of four meeting.  
He observed that these meetings have been helpful to government 
and helpful to the developers to see and hear the concerns of the 
public. 
 
 He introduced Joseph A. Panepinto, Jr.  A conceptual 
presentation will be made by the redeveloper which will then be 
followed by a question and answer period.  The Borough has deemed 
the area in need of redevelopment.  It has been vacant for 
approximately thirty-eight years.  The Borough requested an RFP.  
On July 31st, four responses were received.  One was for the west 
parcel, one for the east parcel and two for both parcels.  Mr. 
Panepinto has proposed to develop both parcels.  He extended his 
gratitude to Mr. Panepinto’s development team for participating in 



tonight’s meeting.  He thanked the public for coming out and 
participating.  He closed by stating that this project is 
significant as the opening of the George Washington Bridge. 
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 Robert Torricelli stated in his small position he’s proud to 
be part of the development team.   He showed a diagram of what the 
site looked like years ago and today and indicated there is 
nothing different.  Everything the community needs and very few 
communities get a second chance at development.  A unique 
development team is needed to get it right.  Mr. Panepinto is from 
Tenafly, Daniel Strauss is from Englewood and he believes both of 
them can make it work for the community.  He believes it would be 
an enormous mistake to divide the site.  He said Panepinto’s 
development team can perform.  He spoke about the redevelopment   
team, specifically Mr. Panepinto’s work in Jersey City and Daniel 
Strauss with Care One and what they have developed locally.  Care 
One is most successful private developer of nursing homes in the 
United States.  It currently has seventy facilities.  He spoke to 
what Cheongwon group has created in Seoul, Korean.  An open 
downtown plaza can be done, it would be the center of the 
community.  LG (Fortune 500 Company) to make it green through its 
cutting edge technology.  1.  Financial strength to make it 
happen.  2.  Sensitive to things that the town may fear, such as 
moving the density away from Lemoine Avenue, 3. Panepinto doesn’t 
own the land, but he added not one single proposer owns the entire 
tract of property.  Panepinto is fully prepared to show that they 
can perform. 
 
 Joseph Panepinto, Jr. spoke to the architects.  He reduced 
his original proposal to 1.5 from 2.5.  What distinguishes plan is 
a balanced use of mixture, retail, residential, senior care, hotel 
and office.   Plan distributes traffic evenly.  Traffic Engineer 
is here to answer questions during the question and and answer 
portion of the meeting. Panepinto properties (residences and 
hotels) Care One, Senior Care Strategic Partner, Cheongwon America 
(Lifestyle Center), LG CNS (Technology).  There would be five 
acres of open space for public and private events.  1.7 acres of 
space would be allocated for historic and films.  This project is 
going to promote mass transit.  Senior transportation and ferry 
transportation can also be added into the mix. 
 
 Joseph Panepinto Sr, thanked the Mayor and Council and public 
for attending.  They look for the needs of the community.  Gave 
background on how he became a developer. Wanted to be a criminal 
trial order. Learned the sense of community working for the Hudson 
County DA.  Been on all sides of the condemnation process.  Spoke 
to property he developed at Two Journal Square Plaza.  Spoke to 
ADP who leased out one of his buildings.  Also Harborside 
Financial Center 10, The Gotham, Columbus Towers.  Philosophy 
is to work closely with the municipality.  Attempt to keep much of 
the site close to 80% of it mid-rise and to have open pedestrian 
areas.   
 
 Celina Lee Esq. stated that she’s happy to share the 
presentation with everyone. (Cheongwon America)  She discussed   
companies expertise.  She spoke to the Western Dome lifestyle 
center in Korea.  Distinctive management skills, ability to create 
a place that tells a compelling story 
 
 Councilman Sargenti arrived at this point in the meeting at 
7:42 p.m. 
 
 Ms. Lee, Lafesta also in Korea, winner of International 
Design award.  Innovative spaces in a festive environment.  
Construction soon to begin in Mountain Sports Center in Goyang 
City, South Korean, transformed city diverse options, thousands of 
jobs created.  Significant tax dollars to the government. 



 
 Bringing Fort Lee’s past and future.  Spoke to American 
Revolution, National Independence.  Fort Lee was the birthplace of  
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the motion picture industry.  Designed to respect and preserve the 
character of Fort Lee.  Lifestyles center on the west side.  
Creating a significant retail presence is crucial.  Critical mass 
is important in retail offerings.  There would be an open-air 
promenade for pedestrians.  Singe purpose enclosed malls are not 
being built anymore.  There would be an extended and enhanced Main 
Street.  People create a great place.  Lifestyle center will have 
the open space to get together and to enjoy the various forms of 
entertainment.  Multi-purposed Community Atrium.  She spoke to 
benefits that the entire town would receive. 
 
 Mr. Thomas, Thomas Consultants Inc., spoke to two key issues.  
The fundamental changes in shopping center development and how 
important the retail component is.  Old standards are being 
challenged and new principals are starting to emerge.  Public 
space is the new anchor in Amerea.  Spoke to projects in Denver, 
Colorado, North Carolina and Houston, Teaxas where there are 
common areas in the middle.  Two things are critical to retail, 
location and timing.  How to get tenants to fill 400,000 square 
feet of space in the worst economy in recent U.S history.  
Recessions come and go.  What kinds of brands/tenants will be 
attracted.  Fort Lee has a very attractive site.  What steps and 
strategies will have to be in place to make it retail viable.  
Amerea proposed ‘lifestyle retail’ development is reflective of 
such trends in the United States and specifically to Fort Lee and 
its surroundings.  Open air emphasis is now taking place in cold 
weather climates. 
 
 Chris Foglio, President of (Care One) representing Daniel 
Strauss. She stated that Care One is known for nursing homes which 
are turning into high quality rehabilitation centers.  She 
assisted in bringing eight such facilities in Bergen County alone.  
There is an opportunity to re-brand ourselves through smart growth 
opportunities, specifically in New Jersey.  Care One is in 
communities where it’s needed.  People need to be part of a 
community that has life.  Care One owns the only New Jersey 
nursing license in the State which means building can commence 
immediately.  Care One operates in eight states.  The home office 
is in Fort Lee.  She showed pictures of various Care One 
properties.  Care One has community components such as rooms for 
girl scouts i.e.  Care One is committed to different types of 
senior care. 
 
 Mr. Panepinto Jr. LG CNS, to bring in solar power, natural 
light to reduce electrical and gas consumption.  
 

Ji Seong (Jason) Song, LG CNS, Project manager (Korea).  LG 
CNS for Amerea has been engaged with Panepinto for the last two 
years.  Gave history of LG since 1947.  LG CNS since 1987.  Have 
been involved in the global market since 2002.  The revenue in 
2008 was $2,600,000,000.  The main headquarters is in Seoul Korea.  
Spoke to companies services coverage.  Showed how their experience 
will fit into Fort Lee.  Gave examples of projects that LG CNS has 
worked on and how he believes they can contribute to Amerea. 

 
Mr. Song presented a video showing if developed what Amerea 

could potentially look like if built in Fort Lee. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich thanked the representatives of Amerea for 
their presentation.    
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject      Response 
 
Mark Auscheler        Residential Component     Mr. Panepinto Jr. 
 

Mr. Panepinto Jr. said there would be 322 Rentals, 150 room 
hotel, 287 Condominium, 312 unit mid-rise building,  200 Senior 
Units, 68,400  square feet of medical office space.  The Lifestyle 
Center would be 271,200 square feet, the Cinema/Museum 32,000 
square feet and a 33,500 square foot spa, ground floor retail to 
match Main Street, which would be accessible from the street. 
 

Jerry Pray, 1600 Parker  Avenue, spoke to phasing of 
development.  He asked about the percentage of leases with regard 
to the retail component and  height limitations.                
 

Messrs. Panepinto Jr. and Torricelli responded to his 
inquiries. 
                                                                           

Tom Meyers, 1450 Palisade Avenue, spoke to the town’s 
involvement and praised the vision shown by Amerea.  He also spoke 
to having a cinema within the project is very important. 

 
Mr. Torricelli responded with regard to the investment and 

vision of Amerea. 
 
Ms. Lee spoke to the potential cinema. 

 
A Borough of Cliffside Park resident (No name) asked about 

the expected number of new students that the project would create 
 
Mr. Panepinto Jr. estimated that the project would create 182 

new students over a ten-year period.  He also spoke about the 
revenue the Borough would receive by having the project built. 
 

Mr. Byong Suh, 2100 Linwood Avenue, asked what percentage of 
solar power would be used in the project. 

 
Mr. Song replied that with solar panels being used there 

would be a 30% reduction in electrical use.      
 

Jeff Silver, 2426 Fifth Street, asked about the building of a 
new fire house. 
 

Mr. Torricelli responded to Mr. Silver. 
                                     

Susan Levinson, 6 Horizon Road, asked if a demographic market 
study was completed. 

 
Messrs. Panepinto Jr. Torricelli and Ms. Lee responded. 

 
Ms. Lee Rosenbaum, 2 Horizon Road asked about a traffic 

impact study and if another hotel is needed in the Borough. 
 
Messrs. Panepinto Jr. responded and Mr. Torricelli spoke 

about the potential condemnation of the site. 
                     

Don Starace, 1040 Jassamine Way, stated that this is an 
ambitious project and asked about smart parking facilities. 

 
     Dean Marchetto, Marchetto Architects and Mr. Torricelli               
responded to Mr. Starace’s question. 



 
Gloria Oh, Vice President of the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of 

Commerce, asked how the impact of the new retail component would  
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affect existing retail businesses. 

 
     Ms. Lee and Mr. Torricelli responded to her question. 
 

Henry Schneider, 555 North Avenue, stated that he believes 
there is an excessive amount of health care space in the project. 
He also asked about the bedroom breakdown of the units being 
built. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich and Mr. Torricelli responded to the health 
care statement. 
                 

Mr. Panepinto Jr. responded to the breakdown of the units 
being built. 

 
Rabbi Meir Berger, New Synagogue, stated that he believes 

there should be a certain giving back to the community with a 
movie theater or museum in some type of form. 

 
Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if there is going to 

be a contribution given to needed school construction.  She also 
spoke about shared parking, the final FAR numbers and sewers. 

 
 Messrs. Torricelli and Panepinto Jr. spoke to shared parking. 
 

Mr. Panepinto Jr. responded to school construction and said 
one of the benefits the Borough will be receiving is the amount of 
revenue that is derived from the project. 
     
 Mayor Sokolich said drainage issues would have to be dealt 
with at the Planning Board level. 
 

Michael Feiler, former long time resident, asked how traffice 
is going to be handled.      

 
Mr. Panepinto Jr. responded to Mr. Feiler. 

 
Peter Suh, 237 Warren Avenue, stated that all the schools in 

Fort Lee are at full capacitiy. 
 
Mr. Panepinto Jr. replied to Mr. Suh. 

 
 Mr. Pohan stated that the RFP had a height restriction of 19 
stories and  a 2.5 FAR.  Came down from 3.0.  He had questions 
related to the retail component.  He mentioned Taubman’s critical 
mass was that they said 600,000 square feet of retail space would 
be need. Panepinto’s is only 350,000 square feet.  He asked what 
the biggest box store may be with this project and he asked for an 
example of a mall that doesn’t have a large box store.  
 
 Mr. Thomas replied to Mr. Pohan’s questions. He stated that 
no regional mall has been built in the past 3.5 years.  Taubman 
has a mall currently planned to be built in Long Island.  New 
concept lifestyle center.  Comparable ten projects, proposing 
something in sympathy with local demands.  He’s not comparing his 
group to a regional mall. He believes the largest retail space 
would be for a large food store. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg spoke about the retail component of the project.  
He spoke to the phase-in of the apartment unit.  He potentially 
sees that with the poor market conditions that the retail 
component may never come to fruition. 
  



 Mr. Panepinto replied.  Retail business in part will have to 
have a self contain demand.  He believes that traffic will be 
reduced in his project as opposed to having a regional mall. 
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 Mr. Sohmer stated that with 30% of the units being three 
bedrooms, 275 units of the 921 would be considered large units, 
which could create a lot more children into an already overcrowded 
school system. 
 
 Mr. Panepinto spoke to economic research group that did the 
breakdown in the study.  He indicated the unit mix might have to 
be re-looked at. 
 
 Mr. Torricelli stated that the mix of the project could 
change.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the demand on schools and traffic 
will continue to be addressed.  
 

Mayor Sokolich introduced the Borough’s review team which 
included Dan Marinello of NW Financial and Paul Phillips the 
Borough Planner. 
 

Mayor Sokolich thanked the entire Amerea developmental team 
for being available to make their presentation tonight. 
 
 
 There being no further discussion, the special meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried at 9:47 p.m.  
 
        
   
       ______________________                  
                               Neil Grant 
                                   Borough Clerk    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING 
  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
             Thursday, December 3, 2009 @7:00 p.m. 
 

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Jack Alter Fort Lee 
Community Center, 2nd Floor Meeting Room, 1355 Inwood Terrace, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,              
               Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, 
           Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
           J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
                   Frank Regan, Esq.  
                   Paul Phillips, Borough Planner 
                   Dan Marinello, N.W. Financial Group 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On November 16, 2009 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, N.J. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the 
Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2009. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mr. Grant read the operative portion of the special meeting. 
  
 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 
 
 1.  Respondents Will Make a Presentation to the Public of 
          There Individual Request for Proposal Submitted to the  
          Borough with Regard to Redevelopment Area 5 
 
 2.  Public Participation 
 
 It is expected that no action will be taken at this meeting. 
 
 

Mayor Sokolich stated there will be a comfortable approach to 
tonight’s meeting.  Each town hall meeting will be devoted to a 
different developer for Redevelopment Area #5.  The previous 
developer Town & County redevelopment agreement was terminated.  
This is a re-selection process for four proposals that have been 
received by the Borough.  The redevelopment area covers 
approximately 16 acres with 8 acres each on the east and west 
sides.  The Borough government wants to hear the questions and 
concerns of the public.  This is the most important decision that 
the Borough has and he believes the most important decision since 



the opening of the George Washington Bridge.  The four developers 
sent in their proposals and these are their ideas for the 
property.   One proposal was for the east side, one proposal was  
for the west side and there were two proposals to develop the 
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entire tract of property.  This is a conceptual presentation. The 
developers will present their overviews and then the public will  
be invited to ask questions.  He introduced the Borough’s review  
team along with the Governing Body, Borough Administrator and 
Borough Clerk..   

 
 He extended gratitude to the representatives of Taubman 
Silverstein for their willingness to participate in this process. 
 
 He introduced Mr. Silverstein who is in charge of the 
redevelopment of the World Trade Center site. 
  
 Terrence Fitzgerald, Vice President, for the Development of 
Taubman, stated that this proposal is very different than the 
other proposals submitted to the Borough.  He added that Taubman 
Silverstein are two separate companies.  He stated that they did 
not spend a great deal of time to see what the community is 
looking for.  These are well established and experienced companies 
who have been involved with many urban complex development 
projects. 
 
 Josh Shapiro, Senior Associate of Silverstein Properties, 
stated that this is a family owned company for fifty-five years.  
They have 35 million square feet of development in New York and 
New Jersey and other areas of the country.  Also 8 million square 
feet of development is currently under way.  The projects are LEED 
certified using the newest guidelines for lifesaving and security.   
 
 Taubman retail development was founded in 1950. They have 
been involved with some of the best retail projects in the 
country.  Taubman is currently working on twenty four projects.  
There have offices in Hong Kong and Incheon, South Korea.  They 
are actively involved with The Mall at Short Hills, The Beverly 
Center in Los Angeles, The Mall at Millenia in Orlando, Florida 
and various projects along with the City Creek Center in Salt Lake 
City, Utah which is a complicated yet transformational mixed use 
project.  This is something that he perceives could happen in Fort 
Lee. 
 
 He believes that Taubman Silverstein’s plan is an alternative 
plan for redeveloping the site that will have a long-term 
beneficial impact on the downtown area of the Borough along with  
Northern, New Jersey.  It’s a unique project that will have major 
economic benefits for the Borough. 
 
 He believes his company will create an extraordinary retail 
experience with an integrated design that enhances Fort Lee that 
will create a destination for residents and visitors.  There is a 
residential component that compliments the borough. 
 
 Daivd Boxer, Vice President of Market Research for Taubman, 
spoke to the regional accessibility of the site. Demographics and 
lifestyles, magnificent.  Foot of GWB.  Unique shops and 
architecture.  Densely populated area.  Roadways link. Good north-
south access.  Main Street so important.  4 sided access to keep 
even flow of customers.  Undeveloped closest to New York in 
northern New Jersey.  Enough people in the market. Within 7 mile 
radius of more people than riverside garden state short hills and 
the Westchester.  Spoke to households earning over 100,000 WHICH 
fuels these types of projects.  Within7 mile of fort lee site 
compared to other centers.  Cross shops with existing stores in 
area.  Traffic and other things need to be studied.  Appreciate to 



explore it. 
 
 Mr. Fitzgerald believes Fort Lee is currently an underserved 
market that this project could capture within a 5-7 mile radius.   
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The project needs to be compelling along with the ability to keep 
traffic flowing. 
 
 Jeff Boes spoke about design philosophy, long-term growth, 
the creation of a critical mass, connectivity to existing 
businesses, fun, memorable and enjoyable for all ages.  Taubman 
wants to make it a seamless experience. Matching Main Street and 
Lemoine Avenue to enliven the streets is vital.  Spoke about 
planning blocks, department store anchors, high visibility and 
access to convenient parking.  Street retail and dining, 
everything needs to connect.  Spill out into the city.  Also key 
is the residential towers.  There would be a significant plaza in 
the corner adjacent to the main park, Main Street is a little bit 
tighter, the corners would be accentuated with rooftop terraces. 
 
 Mr. Fitzgerald hybrid retail project to have all of the 
streets opened.  He believes this will fit into the Borough’s 
fabric and mindset. 
 
 Nicholas D’Angelo, Senior Vice President of Silverstein 
Properties, stated that there would be 400 units of residential 
space.  Two towers consisting of 15 floors and 19 floors plus 
there would be loft style units over the street retail space.  
There would be beautiful views. 
  
 Mr. Boxer showed a video fly-through.  He displayed diagrams 
showing open spaces where the restaurants would meet with the 
retail space.  Main Street lots of interaction to serve as a 
catalyst.   Showed projects in Norfolk Virginia, Clinton Township 
Michigan, Northlake Mall, Charlotte, North Carolina  The Mall at 
Wellington Green, Wellington, Florida, Mall at Millenia, Orlando, 
Florida. He showed a video of City Creek Center in Salt Lake City, 
Utah which is currently under construction. 
 
 Mr. Fitzgerald 650,000 square feet of retail space, two major 
stores,, 120-150 tenants, 400 units of residential about 600,000 
square feet of spaces that will create jobs and tax dollars for 
the community.  About 3,000 jobs would be created of which 2,000 
jobs would be ongoing except around Christmas time when the number 
would be around 3,000. It’s anticipated that $8,800,000 to 
$10,700,000 real estate dollars would be coming into the Borough 
during construction with post construction figures looming between 
$9,100,000 and $11,600,000 per year 
 
 Mr. D’Angelo spoke to the Midtown West project in New York 
City which has led to a transformation in that area. 
 
 Mr. Fitzgerald mentioned it’s not another mall.  Taubman and 
Silverstein stand for excellence and quality.  He spoke to the 
thirty year relationship with The Mall at Short Hills.  Traffic 
has to work and they are committed to making the traffic work.  
They will analyze regional impact.  MWW stays open, remarkable 
design solution, huge headache avoided.  Retail does not affect 
conflict with the daily and Sunday peak traffic hours.  The number 
of access points into the site would be various.  Preliminary 
traffic consultants state that 70% from north side away from 
downtown.  On schools retails does not generate school children 
limited burden to the schools.  400 units is a very modest amount 
of residential units.  Real streets would be created with green 
spaces with indoor and outdoor public amenity meeting places.  
There would be coordination with the Police and Fire Departments 
to keep everything secure.  He believes that this is a tremendous 



opportunity to do something transformational. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to the potential  
subsidizing of the project and asked for the bedroom breakdown for 
the residential units.       
 
 Mr. D’Angelo stated that the residential units consist mainly 
of one and two bedroom units of 800 to 900 square feet of space. 
 
     Mr. Fitzgerald spoke to revenue sources and how it relates to 
subsidizing.  It would not affect the existing tax base. 
 

Jerry Pray 1600 Parker Avenue, spoke about traffic problems 
and the widening of the streets.  He mentioned that there are no 
real community facilities with this project. 

 
Mr. Fitzgerald replied to Mr. Pray. 

 
Jerome Sobel, 2150 Center Avenue, spoke about the current 

ownership of the property. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied to Mr. Sobel and spoke about redevelopment 
zones and the people who do not own property. If the Borough 
chooses a redeveloper who does not own the property there would 
have to be a voluntary purchase of property.  If that does not 
happen then the Borough could take property and there would be a 
legal proceeding to find out the value of the property.  He also 
spoke to letters of credit to fund the acquisition price. 
 
 Iris Borman, 916 River Road, Edgewater, New Jersey spoke 
about her concerns about the traffic impact this project would 
have on her community. 
 

Mr. Fitzgerald replied that this project wouldn’t fix 
conditions that exist.  Traffic access to highways is the main 
reason why his firm made a proposal. 
 
 Laura Silver, 1600 Parker Avenue, spoke about her views from 
her apartment and how they would be affected. 
 

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that there would only be one high 
building face so views from other buildings would not be greatly 
diminished. 
 
 Lester Ghent, 1656 Parker Avenue, spoke about the sewage and 
drainage work needed for the project. 
 

Mr. Fitzgerald replied that retail projects do not have as 
much as strong as demand for sewage.  Regardless, there is a huge 
approval process needed before the project could come to fruition. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke about detailed Planning Board procedures 
required for site plan approval. 
 
 Lee Rosenbaum, 2 Horizon Road, asked why Silverstein/Taubman 
deviated so much from the RFP.  
 

Mr. Fitzgerald spoke about market demand studies. 
 
 Michael fifth grade student from School #1 asked about the 



potential impact to school #1. 
 

Mr. Fitzgerald responded that this proposal is driven by the 
retail component and not many students would be added. 
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Racquel (No Last Name) 1323 Anderson Avenue, spoke about 
traffic and that this project would create no town environment.  
 
 Mindy Blitz, 555 North Avenue, asked how surrounding property 
values would be affected.  
 

Mr. Fitzgerald replied that he believes property values would 
increase because it would make the Borough an even more desirable 
place to live than it’s already. 
 
 Mr. Belkas, 1600 Parker Avenue, architect, stated that he’s 
against the project.  He’s looking for a green roof. 
 

Mr. D’Angelo replied that building a friendly green project 
is a priority. 
 
 Don Starace, 1040 Jassamine Way, asked about what kind of 
anchor stores would be built and there potential square footage 
 

Mr. Fitzgerald replied that he cannot discuss specific names, 
but the stores would drive the retail component throughout the 
entire shopping center. 
 
 Henry Schneider, 555 North Avenue, spoke to the enormous 
impact of retail, and how it could affect the living conditions of 
the people. 
 
 Tino Thoon, 303 Coolidge Avenue, School #1 student, asked if 
pets would be allowed in the open spaces. 
 

Mr. Fitzgerald responded affirmatively. 
 
 Tom Angelidis, 2401 Rossett Street, asked why the residential 
units would be on Main Street and Lemoine Avenue and not be built 
closer to the Hudson River.  
 

 Mr. Fitzgerald stated that’s just one idea and everything 
will be reviewed.  
  
 Messrs. Boes and Mr. Fitzgerald spoke to internal loading 
docks that would not be seen from the street. 
  
 Andrea Cremin, 1600 Parker Avenue, spoke about public 
transportation.  She asked about a potential movie theaters.  She 
spoke to the through street with sidewalks and the second level 
landscaped terraces.   
 

Mr. Fitzgerald spoke to how their current Utah project.   
 
 Tom Meyers, 1450 Palisade Avenue, spoke to the original 
commitment from Town & Country Developers for a three screen 
cinema.  He asked if the Silverstein/Taubman group would make the 
same commitment.  He added that making sure the Borough’s film 
history is recognized in this project is very important.   
 
 Bill Peckard, 1019 Abbott Boulevard, spoke to the potential 
financing for the project. 
 

Mr. Fitzgerald replied to Mr. Peckard. 
 
 Byong Suh, 2100 Linwood Avenue, asked how the municipal 



parking lot could connect with the shopping center. 
 

Mr. Fitzgerald responded to Mr. Suh. 
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Don Rosenbaum, spoke about traffic single land highway exits.  
He foresees large backups on the George Washington Bridge. 
 

Mr. Fitzgerald replied that an analysis has or will be done 
to check capacity. 
 
 Cliff Gold, 555 North Avenue, stated that this is a mammoth 
project that will fail.  He spoke about the points of access and 
where traffic jams would occur.  He requested that a traffic 
engineer be brought in to look at the project more thoroughly.  He 
believes that there is not easy access to the highways.  He spoke 
about a lack of open spaces.  He also spoke about potential tax 
abatements the developer may want. 
 

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that his firm will build a project that 
will succeed and that 650,000 square feet of retail space is a 
minimum amount of space needed for the project to be successful. 
 
 Mr. Pohan questioned the residential square footage. 
He requested supplemental information specifically with regard to 
what percentage of people would be coming to the Borough from New 
York.  He also asked about various other projects that could be 
considered similar to other Taubman/Silverstein has proposed for 
the Borough. 
  

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that 55% of the vehicular traffic would 
come from New York City. 

 
Mr. Pohan spoke to areas that are not part of the vacant 

parcel at this point. 
 
Mayor Sokolich thanked the redevelopment team for making 

their presentation.  He also thanked the public for attending the 
meeting and assured them that their concerns are being addressed 
by him and the governing body. 

 
  
 There being no further discussion, the special meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried at 9:21 p.m.  
 
    
       
       ______________________                  
                               Neil Grant 
                                   Borough Clerk    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING 
  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                   Tuesday, December 1, 2009 @5:00 p.m. 
 

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Jack Alter Fort Lee 
Community Center, 2nd Floor Meeting Room, 1355 Inwood Terrace, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg,           
                Sargenti (Arrived at 7:14 p.m.) Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Council Members Pohan, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, 
           Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
           J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
                   Diana Marsh, for Borough Planner 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On November 16, 2009 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, N.J. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the 
Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2009. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 
 
 1.  Respondents Will Make a Presentation to the Public of 
          There Individual Request for Proposal Submitted to the  
          Borough with Regard to Redevelopment Area 5 
 
 2.  Public Participation 
 
 It is expected that no action will be taken at this meeting. 
 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated there will be a comfortable approach to 
tonight’s meeting.  Each town hall meeting will be devoted to a 
different developer for Redevelopment Area #5.  The previous 
developer Town & County redevelopment agreement was terminated.  
This is a re-selection process for four proposals that have been 
received by the Borough.  The redevelopment area covers 
approximately 16 acres with 8 acres each on the east and west 
sides.  The Borough government wants to hear the questions and 
concerns of the public.  This is the most important decision that 
the Borough has and he believes the most important decision since 
the opening of the George Washington Bridge.  The four developers 



sent in their proposals and these are their ideas for the 
property.   One proposal was for the east side, one proposal was 
for the west side and there were two proposals to develop the 
entire tract of property.  This is a conceptual presentation. The 
developers will present their overviews and then the public will 
be invited to ask questions.   He introduced the Borough’s review  
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team.  Tucker Acquisition tonight’s presenter has proposed to 
build on the west side which is closest to Lemoine Avenue. After 
all the proposals are heard the next step will to convene meetings 
with the developers which could lead to the selection of a 
developer.  If a developer is selected then the final plans will 
have to go to the Planning Board for final approval.  The meeting 
process will be the same for each of the developers.  
 

He thanked Richard Tucker, President and CEO of Tucker 
Development and Acquisition Fund (Hudson Lights) and his 
development team for being present tonight. 
  
 Mr. Sargenti arrived at this point in the meeting at 7:14 
p.m. 
 
 Angelo Genova, Esq., for Genova, Burns & Verona, representing  
Tucker Development introduced the principals.  He mentioned that 
Tucker’s technical support team is present tonight and he expects 
serious questions to be raised from the public.  The Borough has 
the authority to designate a redeveloper.  Tucker’s proposal is 
for the west portion of the property and Tucker is the only 
proposer who actually owns any of the property in question.  
Tucker’s response was tailored to specifics for what was asked 
for.  One requirement that was very clear is that no proposal 
should exceed a 2.5 floor area ration (FAR).  Tucker has also 
stayed within the guidelines for density as established by the 
Borough.  This will be a mixed use project. 
 
 Mr. Tucker stated that this is an opportunity to create a 
transformation of what he’s calling his project (Hudson Lights).  
His team used local focus groups and listened to their thoughts.  
He spoke about investment vehicle capital created for New Jersey 
projects.  The west half of the property was acquired with cash 
which he believes is an important point in this environment.  
Additional capital has been allocated for Hudson Lights. He will 
be creating a town enter.  His team will be presenting a concept 
plan with a few alternatives.  He has put together what he 
believes is a world Class development team. 
 
 Jeffrey Hirskey, principal and partner of Sk Properties, New 
Jersey, stated that they have been sucessfully developing property 
for the last thirty years.  He spoke to projects that he has been 
involved with over the last thirty years.  He spoke to his firm’s 
history dealing with commercial spaces.  He spoke to corporate 
tenants such as Verizon, Chubb Insurance, Nestles et al.  He also 
spoke to certain properties that SK has in Jersey City,  
 
 Burns, supplemented proposal, initial and design proposal 
traditional approach and then architectural and planning vision 
going with a more modern and contemporary design. 
 
 Bernardo Fort Brescia, FAIA Principal of Arquitectonica, 
stated that the design of projects he does is built for others, 
not his firm.  He spoke to a variety of mixed-use projects that 
his firm has been involved.  He used Queens West in New York as d 
an example of large scale project.  He mentioned other projects 
that he’s been involved in San Francisco, California and Columbus 
Ohio.  Arquitectonica has offices throughout the world.  He spoke 
about urban design.  
 



 Fundamentals:  Follow redevelopment guidelines; i.e. 
height/FAR, responsiveness to focus groups. Traditional materials 
are use and contextual design all with an urban character. 
 
 His vision for Hudson Street is an internal intimate street 
which encourages pedestrian traffic. Cobblestone streets with slow  
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car traffic. One big block encompassing three blocks with a  
fundamental urban design.  He spoke about ingress and egress from 
Lemoine Avenue.  He spoke to the efficiency of garages so as not 
to be made too bulky.  There would be housing around the courtyard 
with a compact design. Four to twelve story units which are 
categorized as low-to mid-rise units. 
 
 He spoke about alternate proposal alternatives within the 
same FAR. There are variations of heights and architecture.  A 
large community with open space.  A contemporary expression within 
traditional urban design with more sculptural expression.  The 
retail component will be built on the ground floor.  He spoke 
about the event plaza, fountain, outdoor dining, amphitheater, 
green space which is to be enjoyed besides being aesthetically 
pleasing. Shops will be along the edge of the street.  The parking 
will be pulled away from the intersection which will create public 
meeting spaces and a central square will be comprised. 
 
 Mr. Genova stated that Borough is looking for additional 
restaurants, retail shops and space for entertainment.  He spoke 
to commercial space that has been developed by Mr. Tucker and SK 
properties. 
 
 Robert Puttermann, RKF, leasing space with street retail is 
his focus.  His firm has been involved in the Time Warner Center 
in New York, Naples, Florida and the south side in Pittsburgh.  
His firm is an urban retail expert with local and national 
tenants.  He believes this project is an easy sell as when built 
it will be an enhancement for people to stay close by spending 
money within the community.  The retail space will flow with the 
street with easy access and will be fueled by the residential 
component.  He believes that service oriented businesses will be 
attractive. 
 
  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject       Response 
 
Jeffrey Wilder        Ownership of Property/        Mr. Cohen 
200 Old Palisade Rd.   Redevelopment Law   
 
Henry Schneider       Financial Ability to          Mayor Sokolich 
555 North Avenue       Complete Project             Mr. Tucker 
 
Jerome Sobel          Traffic Associated With 
2150 Center Avenue     Project 
 
 Charles Olivo, Traffic Engineer, for Tucker Acquisition 
responded to Mr. Sobel. 
 

Dan Marinello, NW Financial Group, financial advisor for the 
Borough, explained his function to the public. 
 
Iris Borman           Edgewater Planning Board      Mr. Tucker      
916 River Road         Member – Asked About Traffic 
Edgewater, NJ          Studies for Project 
 
Tom Meyers            Praised Presentation/Business 



1450 Palisade Avenue   Aspect to the Arts 
 
Thomas Thoon          How is Floor Area Ratio       Mr. Tucker 
303 Coolidge Avenue,   Derived   
 
Arnold Kaplan         When is Project Expected      Mr. Tucker 
555 North Avenue       to be Started and Completed 
Special Meeting                                   December 1, 2009 
                                                           Page #4 
 

Mayor Sokolich stated that the economy dictates what may or 
may not work at the present time.   

 
Mr. Tucker concurred with the Mayor and said that in this 

financial environmental market rental units are currently a better 
fit than the building of condominiums. 
 
Terry Holtje           Need for More Fire and       Mr. Tucker 
32 Casta Way,           Police Services   
Edgewater, Fire Co. #1, 
 
     He asked Mr. Tucker if his firm would help the Fire 
Department acquire property to build a new fire house and/or 
help purchase new equipment 
                         
 
Shari Raimondo-DePalma  Tucker’s Financial Capacity Mr. Tucker 
1104 Arcadian Way       School System/Makeup of 
                         Residential Units 
 

Mr. Tucker added that a study has been done which indicated 
that 1,000 new residents would be created.  The units are mostly 
one and two bedroom units and that Mr. Redding’s report indicated 
there would not be a significant number of school age children. 
 
Gavin Lifrieri          Asked How Many School       Mr. Tucker 
Fifth Grade Student      Age Children Will  
Public School #1         Come Out of the Project 
1590 Anderson Ave, 
                        Asked if Mr. Tucker Would   Mr. Tucker 
                         Make a Financial  
                         Contribution to Build New  
                         Schools 
 
George Porto            Ownership of Property 
450 Central Boulevard   Form Faced Zoning           Mr. Burns 
                                                    Mr. Tucker 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that all environmental conditions would 
have to be dealt with at the Planning Board level. 
 

Mr. Tucker added that some environmental issues are being 
currently being tended to.   He spoke about the residential site 
standards law. 
 
Lester Ghent            Narrow Roads for             Mr. Tucker 
1656 Parker Ave.         Firefighting Purposes 
 
Nina Levinson           Setbacks/Different Plans     Mr. Tucker 
1560 West St.            Then She Reviewed 
 
David Garcia            Construction Costs/Union     Mr. Genova 
1319 Anderson Ave.       and Non-Union labor. 
 
Alphonse Morgillo       Parking Spaces               Mr. Brescia 
1227 15th Street 
  
Mrs. Lee Rosenbaum      Traffic Problems 
2 Horizon Road          Quality of Life Issues 



                        Mr. Olivo’s Traffic Assessment/  
                         She Believes It’s Not a Full 
                         Impact Study 
  
  Mayor Sokolich stated that traffic is a major problem.   Mr. 
Olivo wants development but the project has to be able to maintain 
traffic. 
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Tino Thoon              School Age Children That     Mr. Tucker 
Fifth Grade Student      Will Come Out of the  
Public School #1         Project – School Funding 
303 Coolidge Ave.        
 
Cliff Gold              High Density Traffic Problems 
555 North Avenue        Wants a Specific Traffic Program 
                         From Each Developer 
                        Wants Scope of Project Reduced w/Less 
                         Density 
                        School Age Children That Project Will 
                         Produce is not Negligable  
                        Storm Water Runoff 
                      

Mr. Gold stated that he will submit a series of questions to 
the Mayor and Council. 

  
Jonathan Woolley        Maintenance of Streets      Mr. Tucker 
2000 Linwood Ave.        After Project is Built 
 
  
Teresa Morgillo         Energy Efficiency for 
1227 15th St.             New Construction 
 

Samuel Luckino, Arquitectonica architect, stated that an 
effort can be made to get project LEEDS certified.  Roofs will be 
made green for absorption purposes and to propagate plantings to 
avoid water runoff. 
 
Shari Raimondo-DePalma  Asked if a DEP Case #      Mr. Tucker 
1104 Arcadian Way        Has Been Assigned 
                        Discussions with Other     Mr. Tucker 
                         Developers  
 
Henry Schneider         Rent Structures  
555 North Avenue        Competitiveness with Other 
                         Developers  
 
 Mr. Tucker replied that it’s premature to discuss the east 
parcel and other developers at this point. 
 
Nina Levinson           Backyard Runoff/ 
1560 West St.           Proposed Roofing System 
 
 Mayor Sokolich extended his thanks to Mr. Tucker and Mr. 
Genova along with the entire Tucker development team. 
  
 Mr. Tucker thanked the public for attending tonight’s 
meeting. 
 
 
 There being no further discussion, the special meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried at 9:12 p.m.  
 
          
       ______________________                  
                               Neil Grant 



                                   Borough Clerk    
 
 
 
 
 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
                            Thursday, December 17, 2009 @7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, (Arrived at  
                7:10 p.m.) Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
                 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 1, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3.  On December 1, 2009, a copy of said change in the 
scheduled starting time was posted at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey.  On the same date, copies of the change in meeting 
time were also mailed to all persons who have requested same and 
who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the 
cost of providing notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough is going to celebrate 
tonight a couple of football championships that were won this year 
by the pee-wee and junior divisions of the Fort Lee Junior 
Bridgemen Football League.  He added that the Borough is very 
proud of the players, coaches and parents for their efforts. 
 
 He specifically praised Joseph Surace, President of the 
Junior Bridge Football League, who has been involved with the 
junior football program for thirty-one years.  Mr. Surace has 
given thousands of hours of volunteer service through sports 
programs and in many other capacities such as serving on volunteer 
boards and committees for the Borough. 
 
 



PRESENTATION 
 

PR-1 – Fort Lee Junior Bridgemen Football League  
 
 Mr. Surace stated that the football program is about the  
children, the cooperation of the parents and the hard work the 
coaches put into the program. 
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 Mayor Sokolich presented certificates of appreciation from 
the Mayor and Council to the following two football groups: 
 
Fort Lee Pee-Wee – Scott Sandnes, Rone Rosen, George Ely, Adam 
 Shehab, Zachary Love, Diego Lopez-Lena, Stefano Casale, Michael  
 Huertas, Giancarlo Casale, Brandon Harris, Elias Lorenzo, Ryan 
 Chauncy, Ivan Jones, Joshua Estella, Jarrett Lopez, Anthony  
 George, Keith Mency, Joonho Moon, Sebastian Delasoudas, Noah 
 Kaufman, Randi Sutton, Sayid Elmoundi, Christian Kim, Omer Rosen,  
 Lenin Dominic Fermin, Dane Gannon, Zachary Hooton, Kaleb Hardy, 
 Faoud Helewa and Zain Ahmed 
 
 Head Coach: John Casale  
  

Assistant Coaches: Kyle Hooton, Mike Love, Ivan Jones, 
                         Keith Harris, Zach Edelman Jon Khan, 
                         Alex Lorenzo and Randi Sutton 
 
Fort Lee Juniors – Michael Miqueli, Ethan Umrichin, Joseph  
 Robinson, Jordan Dennis-Robertson, Anthony Torres, Shqipron  
 Idrizzi, Vincent Tripodi, Marc Helewa, Marqui Momtemonio, Noel 
 Ovailes, Thomas Iannaconne, Jean-Pierre Arias, Bryce Maida,  
 Steven Yelin, Tyler Ruperti, Vasili Sotiropoulos, Dimitri     
 Koutroubanis, Matthew Viola, Eduardo Granados, Luke Rambharose, 
 Gabriel Noel, Korab Idrizi, Jeury Rodriguez, Benjamin Mowatt, 
 Jason Samuel-Olagunju, Adam Jurek, Marco Herrara, Max Urscheler 
 
 Head Coach: Patrick Viola 
 
     Assistant Coaches: Jack Urscheler, Dave Baric, David Miqueli, 
                         Mario Mowatt and Dimitri Sotiropoulos 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the meeting was recessed at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the meeting was reconvened at 7:33 p.m. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED 
 

 Mayor Sokolich announced that the Borough’s Reorganization 
Meeting will be held in the Council Chambers on Thursday, January 
7, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 He briefed the public on the four special meetings which were 
held earlier this month at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community 
Center with regard to Redevelopment Area 5.  A different developer 
spoke at each meeting about their specific plans for the site and 
then a question and answer period was held with the public.  
Approximately 200 to 300 people were at each of the meetings.  He 
found the meetings to be informative and it gave him and the 
governing body a chance to hear the public’s opinions and/or 
concerns about each of the proposals.  
 



He announced that one more special public meeting will be 
held on Monday, December 28th at the community center at 7:00 p.m.  
This meeting will give the public a chance to ask any question 
specifically to the Mayor and Council or any member of the 
Borough’s review team about the proposals. 

 
 He wished everyone the happiest and safest of holidays. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 8, 
2009 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 3, 
2009 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, a portion of the minutes 
pertaining to the Police Department for September 27, 2007, June 
7, 2007, April 12, 2007 and May 4, 2006 were approved with Council 
Members Sohmer and Goldberg abstaining. 
 

On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried unanimously, a portion of the minutes 
pertaining to the Police Department for July 17, 2008 were 
approved.  
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2009-40 - Capital Ordinance for Additional Funding for  
Roadway Improvements to Main Street and Hudson Terrace –  
$1,000,000 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-40 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $1,000,000 FOR 
ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS TO MAIN STREET AND HUDSON TERRACE IN AND BY 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-41 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking on a Portion of Bridle Way Northbound at the Apex of 
Bridle Way and Cumbermeade Road 
 
 Councilman Sohmer offered a motion, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti to amend the Ordinance as follows: 
 

Mr. Cohen deemed the following amendment to be minor in 
nature. 
 
 Location: Curbline of Bridle Way from a point 225 feet east 



of the northeast intersection apex of Bridle Way and Cumbermeade 
Road to a point 250 feet east of that location 
 

to: 
 

 Curbline of Bridle Way from a point 225 feet west of the 
northwest intersection apex of Bridge Way and Cumbermeade Road to 
a point 250 feet west of that location. 
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 The motion to amend the Ordinance was approved unanimously. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-41 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE, ENTITLED NO PARKING as amended.” 
 
 Nat Hanan, 1089 Cumbermeade Road, asked if the ordinance in 
question is by Dearborn Road. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied affirmatively to Mr. Hanan’s question. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-42 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 58, Schedule 
XIV, to Remove Glen Road at Route 5 as a No Left Turn and to Amend 
Chapter 388, Section 51, Schedule VII, to Include Glen Road 
Northbound Between Columbia Avenue and Bluff Road as a One-Way 
Street 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-42 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, 
SECTIONS 27 AND 58 ENTITLED NO LFET TURN AND SECTIONS 20 AND 51, 
ENTITLED ONE WAY STREETS OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2009-43 — Amending Chapter 410, Zoning, Article XII, 
Signage and Facades by Adding Section 51.1 Entitled “Designated 
Architect” 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-43 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 410 ZONING, ARTICLE XII, SIGNAGE AND FACADES BY ADDING 
SECTION 410-51 ENTITLED ‘DESIGNATED ARCHITECT’.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 



 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this item relates to the suggested 
architect for those who may need assistance when making an 
application to the Borough’s Sign/Façade Review Committee.  The 
Borough has encouraged businesses whether voluntarily or 
legislative to beautify their facades. 
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PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-8. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $6,030,412.43 
Capital                                          247,049.98 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,137.55 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         25,174.24 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,196.48 
Redemption Account                               183,281.17 
School Resource Account                              120.00 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    5,970.16 
Police Justice                                    20,095.00 
 
Total:                                        $6,516,436.53 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #1001 for the Fort Lee High School  
PTSA 
 

WHEREAS, the Fort Lee High School PTSA, 3000 Lemoine Avenue,  
Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a calendar raffle application 
for March 1, 2010 through May 31, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #1001, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 



 
CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Albert Bottini, Olga Efraimov, Erik  
Hansen, George Kokkinos and Ursula Talocco as School Crossing 
Guards - $17.06 Hourly 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in 
the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm  
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retroactive to December 1, 2009. 
 

Albert Bottini 
252 Myrtle Avenue 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Olga Efraimov 
279 Wayne Avenue 

Cliffside Park, New Jersey 07010 
 

Erik Hansen 
421 Main Street 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

George Kokkinos 
177 Prospect Street 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Ursula Talocco 
1477 Palisade Avenue 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
 

CA-4 - Requesting Approval from the Division of Local Government           
Services to Establish a Dedicated Trust by Rider for the 
Collection and Deposit of Monies From the Sale of Recycling 
Materials 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE REQUESTING  
   APPROVAL OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF LOCAL 
   GOVERNMENT SERVICES TO ESTABLISH A DEDICATED TRUST BY  
   RIDER FOR THE COLLECTION AND DEPOSIT OF MONIES FROM  
   THE SALE OF RECYCLING MATERIALS 

 
WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services for approval as a 
“Dedication By Rider” revenue received by a municipality when the 
revenue is not subject to reasonable and accurate estimates in 
advance; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 provides that the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services may approve expenditures of 
monies by dedication by rider,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as 
follows: 
 

3. The governing body hereby requests permission of the 
Director of Local Government to collect and deposit 
monies into the Borough of Fort Lee Recycling Trust Fund 
and to dedicate this trust to provide for purchase and 
acquisition of materials to enhance and increase the 
amount of recycling within the Borough. 

 
4. The municipal clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee is hereby 

directed to forward two (2) certified copies of this 



resolution to the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services. 

 
I, Neil Grant, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, in 

the County of Bergen and State of New Jersey do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey at a regular meeting of said  
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governing body held on December 17, 2009. 
 
 
CA-5 - Awarding Bid to BLM Productions, Inc., Secaucus, New Jersey  
for the Purchase of a Lighting Console at the Jack Alter 
Community Center - $44,665.00 
 
        RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
        OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF 
        A LIGHTING CONSOLE FOR THE FORT LEE COMMUNITY CENTER  
        AND RELATED TRAINING SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase a lighting console for use at the Jack 
Alter Fort Lee Community Center and related training in order to 
continue to provide valuable municipal services to its citizens; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 17, 2009, pursuant to resolution and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of lighting 
console for use at the Fort Lee Community Center and related 
training services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 2, 2009 the Borough received a single 
bid from the following bidder: 
 
  BML Productions, Inc.   $44,665.00 
 
 WHEREAS, after a review of the bid submitted by BML 
Productions, Inc. (“BML”), the Borough determined that BML is in 
compliance with the requirements of the bid specifications and 
constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 
lighting console and training services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award  a 
contract for the purchase a lighting console for use at the Jack 
Alter Fort Lee Community Center and related training; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Office has certified to the 
availability of funds for this project; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of a 
contract to BML for the purchase of a lighting console for use at 
the Fort Lee Community Center and related training is necessary 
for the Borough’s efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that a contract be and is hereby awarded to BML 
Productions, Inc., 1 Aquarium Drive, Secaucus, New Jersey, in the 
amount of $44,665.00 for the purchase a lighting console for use 
at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center and related training 
services as contained in its bid consistent with the requirements 
of the Bid Specifications; and 
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby is 
authorized to execute a contract with BML Productions, Inc., 
consistent with the requirements of the Bid Specifications, and 
pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq., for the purchase of a lighting console for use 
by Borough personnel at the Fort Lee Community Center and related 
training services in order to continue to provide valuable 
municipal services to its citizens; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and 
contract shall be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk 
and made available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for 2010 With  
the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program – $20.00 Per 
Employee 
 

2010 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
between the 

Borough of Fort Lee 
and 

the County of Bergen 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program, 
hereinafter referred to as the “BCEAP,” a program implemented by 
the County for the purpose of dealing with employees having 
personal problems, including alcoholism, having its office located 
at 327 East Ridgewood Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652-4895; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Department of Health Services and 
the Department of Health and Senior Services of the State of New 
Jersey have expressed a major concern for the development of 
Employee Assistance Program services for municipal governments, 
and private enterprise; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program staff 
is fully qualified to perform the Substance Abuse Professional 
function as specified by the Federal Department of Transportation 
Drug and Alcohol Testing Regulations (DOT Jn, 1995 SAP 
Guidelines); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has expressed its desire to 
have the services of the BCEAP made available to its employees for 
the period January 1, 2010 - December 31, 2010, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
agrees to pay a fee for BCEAP services of $20.00 per employee, per 
year; the total number of employees covered by this agreement 245. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Hangar Inc.,  
(Pocket License) for 2009-2010 
 

WHEREAS, on December 10, 2009 a Special Ruling was granted 
from the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control, to permit consideration of a liquor license renewal for 
one (1) plenary retail consumption license for the period of 2009-
2010; and  

 



 WHEREAS, the renewal application for 2009-2010 has been filed 
in the Borough Clerk’s Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall 
be renewed for the licensing year 2009-2010; and 
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 Liquor License # Licensee 
 

2. 0219-33-042-008     Hangar Inc. 
 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 
is authorized and directed to sign said license and affix the 
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 
 
CA-8 - Endorsing the Forbidding of the Use of the Chemical 
“Avitrol” in Any Municipal Building, Park, Field or Within Any 
Other Improvement or on Lands Owned or Controlled by the Borough 
 

WHEREAS, recently a most unfortunate incident occurred in the 
Borough of Fort Lee regarding the use of a chemical known as 
“Avitrol”, which resulted in the unintentional death of birds in 
our community; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, upon investigation, it has been confirmed that the 
resultant and unfortunate death of the birds known as black 
grackles was unintentional; however, it is the position of the 
Governing Body that this most unfortunate incident can never again 
occur in our community and that appropriate safeguards must be put 
into place to ensure that this incident is not repeated; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee is 
desirous of reconfirming its commitment to the safe and humane 
treatment of all animals within our community and that it is 
incumbent upon the Governing Body to serve as an example for all 
members of the community, especially our children, in this regard; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is further the desire of the Governing Body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that use of the chemical known as 
“Avitrol” be forever banned within the Borough of Fort Lee and to 
otherwise avoid a reoccurrence of the incident that had previously 
occurred in this community.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that  
 

5) All employees of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
contractors, sub-contractors, agents and 
representatives are hereby strictly forbidden from 
the use of the chemical known as “Avitrol”; and  

 
6) The use of the chemical known as “Avitrol” is 

expressly forbidden in or upon any municipal 
building, park, field or within any other improvement 
or on lands owned or controlled by the Borough of 
Fort Lee; and  

 
7) Absent full and complete compliance with the terms of 

the within resolution and, in particular, the ban on 
the use of the chemical known as “Avitrol” will 
result in disciplinary action to be taken at the 
discretion of the Governing Body; and 

 



8) A copy of the within resolution shall be disseminated 
to all Borough Department Heads, Administrators and 
members of Government, who are hereby directed to 
serve a copy of the within resolution upon all 
contractors, sub-contractors and agents engaged from 
time to time by the Borough of Fort Lee, to ensure 
full and complete compliance with the terms of the 
within resolution. 
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Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-3, CA-4 and  
CA-8. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied to CA-3.  Ms. Thomas responded to CA-
4.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke to CA-8.  He said that there was an 
unfortunate incident a few weeks ago where birds were destroyed. 
The Health Department engaged the services of a licensed 
exterminating company to rid the Borough of an ongoing pigeon 
issue.  The goal was to chase the pigeons; however, a migrating 
flock of black gackels ate the feed which was very dangerous to 
them.  An investigation was conducted and it was confirmed that 
the incident was completely unintentional, but the Borough needed 
to make safeguards that this issue would never happen again.  He 
added that “The Borough is committed to the civil and humane 
treatment of all animals”.  The resolution once adopted will be 
disseminated to the Borough’s contractors so that they are put on 
notice never to use Avitrol. 

 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 

Mr. Goldberg asked Mr. Grant if the liquor license pertaining 
to CA-7 has no current violations. 

 
Mr. Grant replied that the license is clean. 
 
Mr. Pohan speaking to CA-8 asked Mr. Cohen if a chemical can 

be banned by resolution rather than by ordinance. 
 
Mr. Cohen did not see any problem dealing with this issue 

with a resolution as the banning of the chemical can only be done 
for Borough owned property.  It’s an internal regulation.  If it 
was being extended to all properties then an ordinance would 
probably be needed.  

 
Mr. Pohan also asked if the Borough is committed to the civil 

and humane treatment of all animals i.e. mice, rats.  He agreed 
with what the Mayor is trying to accomplish by banning Avitrol, 
but expressed concern that the resolution as written includes all 
animals which includes pests. 

 
Mayor Sokolich asked if anyone has an idea for amending 

language. 
 
Mr. Pohan asked that the first paragraph be stricken which 

stated that the “Borough is committed to the civil and humane 
treatment of all animals”, and that every other paragraph be moved 
up by one number. 

 
On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, and approved unanimously CA-8 was amended as indicated 
in the above paragraph. 

 
On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer,  



the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-8 as amended) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-1 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From 
2053 P&S Restaurant Inc. to Min Jung Rhee t/a Poong Lim at 
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2053 Lemoine Avenue 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Council President Sohmer chaired this portion of the meeting.  
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 
transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-007-011, 
heretofore issued to 2053 P&S Restaurant Inc., a New Jersey  
corporation for premises located at 2053 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to Min 
Jung Rhee t/a Poong Lim at 2053 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey 07024 effective December 17, 2009 and does hereby direct the 
Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 
ownership. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – wished everyone happy holidays and a wonderful 
New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – wished everyone a happy Hanukkah, a Merry 



Christmas and a happy New Year. 
 
 He stated that there is no charge to use the Borough street 
meters during the holiday season except for the various municipal 
parking lots until January 2, 2010. 
 
 He spoke of the passing of Richard Weissenborn, former 
teacher and assistant principal at the Fort Lee High School.  He 
was also the basketball coach at the high school for many years. 
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He was a friend and a mentor to many of his students and he will 
be missed by his family, friends and former students. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – wished everyone happy holidays and urged 
everyone not to drink and drive. 
 
 He stated that Andrew Krymkevich is a resident of the Borough 
who is currently a Lance Corporal in the United States Marine 
Corp.  He has previously served in Iraq and Afghanistan and will 
be returning to Afghanistan for another tour of duty. On behalf of 
the Mayor and Council and the residents of the Borough he wished 
him the best of luck. 
 
Councilman Sargenti – wished everyone happy holidays. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – wished everyone happy holidays. 
 
 She stated that the Health Department will be holding a Swine 
Flu clinic on Monday, December 16th at the Louis F. Cole Middle 
School from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  People must pre-register with 
the Health Department at 201-592-3500 ext. 1103 or 1104.  Other 
Swine Flu clinics will be announced in the near future. 
 
Mayor Sokolich – stated he and Messrs. Goldberg and Sohmer 
attended the Menorah Candle Lighting ceremony last Friday at the 
intersection of Main Street and Lemoine Avenue.  Even though it 
was very cold a festive time was had by all who attended the 
event. 
 
 He added that on December 9th the Borough revived its holiday 
tree lighting ceremony across the street from the Jack Alter Fort 
Lee Community Center. About 300 people attended of which 90% were 
children.  He thanked the Cafasso family for donating the tree and 
the refreshments that were served at the event. 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
George Porto          .Abeles Cooperative Report  Mayor Sokolich 
450 Central Blvd.       /Vacancy Decontrol        Ms. Thomas 
                                                  Mr. Cohen 
                                                  Ms. Sohmer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich left at this point in the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 Council President chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Denis Glennon         .Tax Abatements/Coop-Condo  Mr. Cohen 
2000 Linwood Ave.       Conversion State Laws     Mr. Pohan 
 
Douglas Sugarman      .Abeles Report - Against 
2100 Linwood Ave.      Any Tax Abatement That 
                        Med. South is Requesting 



 
 On motion by Councilwoman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
recessed to Thursday, January 7th at 5:00 p.m. and carried at 8:33 
p.m.  
   
       ______________________                  
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                            Thursday, November 12, 2009 @7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 1, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3.  On October 27, 2009, a copy of said change in the 
scheduled starting time was posted at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey.  On the same date, copies of the change in meeting 
time were also mailed to all persons who have requested same and 
who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the 
cost of providing notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich updated the public on Redevelopment Area 5 
(Centuria).  The four Requests for Proposals (RFP’s) are 
continuing to be diligently reviewed. Several meetings have been 
convened with the Borough’s experts and dialogue has been engaged 
amongst the Mayor and Council.  A majority of the proposals 
received had been marked proprietary and not subject to 
dissemination which handcuffed the Mayor and Council in releasing 
information to the public.  At the Borough’s request the Borough 
Attorney has requested from each of the respondents a packet of 
information that can be given out to the public.  The packets of 
information are going to be placed on the Borough’s home page of 
its website as of tomorrow. The Borough’s website is 
www.fortleenj.org.  This satisfies in the Mayor’s mind that the 



public would be involved in the selection process.  The 
presentation of the information on the website affords the public 
an opportunity to review as much information as possible.  The 
Borough has scheduled four separate town hall meetings which will 
be conducted at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center on 
December 1st, December 3rd, December 7th and December 8th.  All the 
meetings will commence at 7:00 p.m.  At each of the meetings one 
of the developers will appear and make a conceptual presentation 
which will then be followed by a question and answer period with  
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the public.  This was not part of the original RFP process, but 
the town hall meetings are designed to give each of the developers 
exclusive use for its specific presentation.  Public notice of the 
meetings will be provided as required by law.  The meetings will 
provide the Borough government first hand of what’s exactly on the 
resident’s minds.  He believes the government’s decision to have 
the property developed is as important as was the opening of the 
George Washington Bridge.  He thanked the proposers for their 
cooperation in getting the packets to the Borough so that they 
could be placed on the Borough’s website as well as being 
available to make their specific presentations to the public. 
 
  
PR-1 - Fort Lee Police Department Merit Board Ceremony 
 

Chief Ripoli welcomed everyone to the Fort Lee Police 
Department’s sixth annual Merit Board award ceremony.  He believes 
it’s an important event. It’s a morale booster for the Police 
Department and it enables the public to see the heroic deeds the 
Police Department are performing.  He thanked the Mayor and 
Council for allowing the ceremony to be held during its public 
meeting.  He also thanked Lt. Thomas Ottina, Lt. William Sutera 
and Det. Howard Ginsberg and the rest of the Merit Board for their 
help.  He also thanked the PBA for their donation and assistance.  
 

He introduced his administration staff as follows: Deputy 
Chief Jack Reuter, Captain Steve Hervey, Captain Joseph Zevits 
Captain Roy Bortolus, Captain Stephen Ferraro, and Captain Tim 
Ford. 
 
 He added that yesterday was Veteran’s Day and that he like 
everyone to remember them especially the World War II veterans who 
are dying at an alarming rate and to the men and women who are 
currently fighting overseas who are protecting the nation. 
   

He stated that the Fort Lee Police Department is considered 
to be the “best in the State of New Jersey” and after hearing 
tonight of their heroic actions and what they give back to the 
community, he believes everyone will agree with his statement. 
 
 

CHIEF’S AWARDS PRESENTATION 
 
 Chief Ripoli gave out appreciation awards to Reverend Rick 
Spenst (Unable to Attend) and Rabbi Meir Berger, the Police Pipes 
and Drums of Bergen County, Boris Effraimov, Peggy Thomas and Neil 
Grant.  
  
 Chief Ripoli presented plaques to Police Officers John 
Ordonez, Christopher Richter and Timothy Cullen. 
 
 Chief Ripoli presented a plaque to Captain Roy Bortolus, for 
obtaining certain accreditation for the Police Department. 

 
Chief Ripoli presented a plaque to his secretary, Rosalie 

Ludolph, who has been employed with the Borough since 1978.  



 
Chief Ripoli presented a plaque to Police Officer Vincent 

Buda. 
 
Chief Ripoli explained that the Chief Awards program began in 

2006 which award is given out by the Chief from within the Police 
Department.  He called up and read the biographies of the 
following Chief Award’s recipients for 2009: Captain Steven  
Hervey, Lieutenant Camille Milo, Detective Michael Gerardo,  
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Detective Ira Haas, (Unable to Attend) Detective Louis Yocovelli 
(Retired), Detective Robert Eager, Police Officer Stephen Pumilia 
III and Police Officer Michael Pappachristou.  

 
 He closed by congratulating all the award recipients and 
thanked everyone for attending tonight’s ceremony.  He believes 
that more awards should be given out tonight, but the Merit Board 
is strict and they have very high standards. 
 

Detective Tim Gerity, President of the New Jersey Association 
of School Resource Officers, stated that Sergeant Patrick Kissane 
has helped guide his program and many others to achieve greater 
heights.  Fort Lee is recognized around the State as a leader in 
school safety.  He wanted to recognize the individual responsible 
and the agency responsible for making great strides in school 
safety.  He asked Chief Ripoli to accept a plaque on behalf of the 
Borough from their Association.  He added that Sergeant Kissane is 
passionate and determined and he’s always aware that he works for 
the Fort Lee Police Department.  He gave Sergeant Kissane an 
Exemplary Service Award from their Association. 
 
 

MERIT BOARD PRESENTATION 
  
 Lt. Ottina thanked the administration staff of the Police 
Department and the Merit Board members for their help and input. 
 
 Lt. Ottina, Lt. Sutera and Det. Ginsberg presented the 
following Merit Board awards.  All awards for the officers listed 
below are for various events that took place. 
 
     1.  Meritorious Valor Medal – P.O. Timothy Cullen. 
 
     2.  Meritorious Service Medal – Det. Ira Haas, (Not in 
Attendance) Police Officers Christina Blue, Thomas Keelen and John 
Ordonez.  
 

3.  Letter of Meritorious Service – Det. Alejandro Lorenzo, 
Police Officers, Timothy Cullen, Christopher Richter, Patrick 
Kellett, Marc Miskovitz, Patrick Cillo and David Kurz. 
 

4.  Life Saving Award – Police Officers Michael Ferraro and  
Mark Radoian. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti the meeting was recessed at 8:15 p.m. for a short break. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan the meeting reconvened at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 1, 2009 
Executive Session were approved. 



 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 15, 
2009 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the November 5,  
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2009 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Sargenti 
abstaining.   
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2009-40 -  Capital Ordinance for Additional Funding for  
Roadway Improvements to Main Street and Hudson Terrace –  
$1,000,000   
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2009-40 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING 
$1,000,000 FOR ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS TO MAIN STREET AND HUDSON 
TERRACE IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
December 17, 2009. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-41 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking on a Portion of Bridle Way Northbound at the Apex of 
Bridle Way and Cumbermeade Road 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2009-41 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 17, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-42 -Amending Chapter 388, Section 58, Schedule 
XIV, to Remove Glen Road at Route 5 as a No Left Turn and to Amend 
Chapter 388, Section 51, Schedule VII, to Include Glen Road 
Northbound Between Columbia Avenue and Bluff Road as a One-Way 
Street  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-42 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 27 AND 58 
ENTITLED NO LFET TURN AND SECTIONS 20 AND 51, ENTITLED ONE WAY 
STREETS OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced 
and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 



hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 17, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-43 - Amending Chapter 410, Zoning, Article XII, 
Signage and Facades by Adding Section 51.1 Entitled “Designated 
Architect” 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-43 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 410 ZONING, ARTICLE XII, SIGNAGE AND 
FACADES BY ADDING SECTION 410-51 ENTITLED ‘DESIGNATED ARCHITECT’,” 
was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 17, 
2009. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2009-36 - Amending and Supplementing Chapter 388, 
Sections 14 and 69 of the Code of the Borough of Fort Lee by 
Deleting Handicapped Spaces on Main Street by Fire House #3 and at 
2051 Edwin Avenue 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-36 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
  
Ordinance #2009-37 – Clarifying and Amending Chapter 324, Various  
Sections of Rent Control (Rent Decreases, Rebates and Assessment  
of Penalties) 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-37 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING, CLARIFYING AND 
AMENDING CHAPTER 324, RENT CONTOL OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE.” 
 
 Charles Sobel, 2175 Hudson Terrace, asked what the effective 
date of the ordinance would be if it’s passed tonight.  He also 
asked if a complaint is filed before the effective date of the 
ordinance is there a statute of limitations. 
 
 Mr. Grant replied that the effective date of the ordinance if 
adopted tonight would be Tuesday, November 17th. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replying to Mr. Sobel’s comment about the statute 
of limitations stated it’s a legal question that would be left to 
the Rent Leveling Board and its attorney for an official ruling. 
 
 George Porto, 450 Central Boulevard, spoke to a study that he 
did dealing with assessed values of properties from 1976 as 



compared to today.  In essence his comments dealt with what he 
believes is an unfair burden to homeowners with taxes as compared 
to condominium and cooperative owners.  His comments did not deal 
directly with the ordinance in question. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied to Mr. Porto without the benefit of 
understating what his numbers and analysis actually reflect.  He 
added that the Borough has put out a number of initiatives over 
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the last eighteen months that have eased the taxpayer’s burden. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that several months ago he proposed an 
alternative to rent control which enables every tenant who is 
currently a tenant to maintain affordable housing.  It’s modeled 
after the government’s section 8 housing program.   
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2009-38 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 2132 Linwood Avenue 
Center Avenue  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-38 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 
388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, SCHEDULE XXII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-8. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
Current                                 $12,237,065.16 
Capital                                          158,411.17 
Road Improvement Plan                            249,442.21 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    5,561.08 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 



Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         26,653.88 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
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Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,881.86 
Redemption Account                               113,325.15 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    3,175.56  
Police Justice                                    93,860.40 
 
Total:                                       $12,889,376.47 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Applications for Theophilos Tragelis 
for Fire Company #1 and Gabriela Balmaseda for Fire Company #4 and 
Jr. Auxiliary Application for Matthew Murtagh for Fire Company #4 
 
 The firefighter applications for Theophilos Tragelis for Fire 
Company #1 and Gabriela Balmaseda for Fire Company #4 and the Jr. 
Auxiliary application for Matthew Murtagh for Fire Company #4 were 
approved. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Execution of a Developers Agreement Between the 
Borough and 65 Main Street Associates, LLC, Block 4355, Lots 18–
20, Formerly Block 4305, Lots 23, 25, 27 and 30 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPMENT  
  AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND 65 MAIN  
  STREET ASSOCIATES, LLC  
 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Supreme Court, through its rulings in 

South Burlington County NAACP v. Mount Laurel, 67 N.J. 151 (1975) 
and South Burlington County NAACP v. Mount Laurel, 92 N.J. 158 
(1983), (“the Mt. Laurel Doctrine”), has determined that every 
municipality has a constitutional obligation to provide through 
its land use regulations a realistic opportunity for the creation 
of a fair share of its region's present and prospective need for 
low and moderate income housing (“the affordable housing 
obligation”); and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Fair Housing Act, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-

301, et seq., as amended, (“the Fair Housing Act” or FHA”), the 
Legislature has provided a statutory mechanism for municipalities 
to address their affordable housing obligation under the Mt. 
Laurel Doctrine; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received court approval of its plan 

to provide for its prior affordable housing obligation, (“the 
Prior Round Obligation”), as prescribed by the rules of the 
Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”); and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Borough seeks to address its Third Round 

Obligation, which includes any remaining Prior Round Obligation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, under the FHA the Borough may provide for the 



acquisition, construction and maintenance of buildings, structures 
or other improvements necessary or useful for the provision of low 
and moderate income housing, see, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-325 and may 
further utilize various techniques for providing low and moderate 
income housing, including utilizing municipally-generated funds, 
see, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-311a(8), granting tax abatements, see 
N.J.S.A. 52:27D-311a(6), and making donations, grants or loans of 
public funds for the provision of new affordable housing, see,  
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N.J.S.A. 52:27D-311f; and 
 

WHEREAS, 65 Main Street Associates, LLC (hereinafter referred 
to as the “Developer”) has experience in the construction of 
public and private development projects, and is the contract 
purchaser of certain properties located within the Borough, 
designated as Block 4355, Lots 18-20, formerly Block 4305, Lots 
23, 25, 27 and 30 on the borough Tax Map and commonly known as the 
Action Motors property, (“the Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Developer has proposed to construct a one 

hundred and forty (140) unit municipally sponsored affordable 
housing development on the Property, which shall be comprised of 
ninety (90) affordable rental units dedicated towards the 
Borough’s affordable housing obligation as included in the 
Property’s recorded transfer deed and restrictive covenant and 
fifty (50) market-rate rental units (collectively, the “Project”); 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the Developer’s proposal is in accordance with the 

Borough’s plan to address its Third Round affordable housing 
obligation; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Developer has requested that the Borough 

participate in the funding required for the Project and has 
specifically requested that the Borough loan the Developer 
$3,000,000.00 for construction of affordable units in the Project 
(“the Loan”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has considered the Developer’s request 

that it make the Loan and has determined, subject to this 
Agreement, that it may do so to the extent such funds are 
available in the Borough’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund (“the 
Trust Fund”), or otherwise provided for, and provided that the 
Borough is authorized to expend such funds in accordance with an 
unappealable COAH approved spending plan or Third Round approval 
as also set forth in this Agreement; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Developer, at its sole cost and expense, agrees 

to provide as security for the Loan, a direct pay letter of 
credit, in favor of the Borough, issued by a commercial bank, to 
provide payment for, and secure the payment of, all amounts due 
and owing under a Loan Agreement between the Developer and the 
Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS, upon the recording of the Certificate of Completion 

for the Project as required under the Agreement, and provided that 
an uncured Event of Default shall not have occurred pursuant to 
the Agreement and the Loan Agreement, the Borough agrees to 
forgive and discharge the Loan in its entirety; and   
 

WHEREAS, if available, the Borough shall have the option to 
purchase additional recordable restrictive covenants in order to 
limit the use of any and/or all of the remaining market rate units 
in the Project for the purpose of providing affordable rental 
units dedicated towards the Borough’s overall affordable housing 
obligation, at any time for available market-rate units, at a cost 
of $100,000 per unit (the “Purchase Option”).; and     



 
WHEREAS, the Developer represents herein that it is committed 

to develop the Project and to obtain private or other financing 
necessary and will otherwise undertake and do all things necessary 
for the development of the Project; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough and Developer have a entered into a 

Memorandum of Agreement (hereinafter “MOA”), dated September 20,  
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2007, which was authorized by the Borough by Resolution CA-27 
adopted on August 16, 2007; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Property is located within the R-7A Zone Mid-

Rise Residential Zone, which was created by Ordinance No. 2005-24 
on July 21, 2005 and amended by Ordinance 2008-36 on August 21, 
2008 to provide for affordable multifamily apartments; however, 
the Borough shall proceed and take all action necessary to effect 
a change in zoning to permit the construction of the Project; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough and Developer desire to enter into this 

Agreement for the purpose of setting forth their respective 
undertakings, rights and obligations in connection with the 
construction of the Project, all in accordance with applicable law 
and the terms and conditions of this Agreement hereinafter set 
forth; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough believes it is in its best interest to 
enter into this Development Agreement at this time, and to proceed 
in accordance therewith, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
1.    The Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute 

the Development Agreement with 65 Main Street Associates, LLC on 
behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee, which form and content has been 
reviewed and found acceptable by the Borough Attorney; and  
 

2. The execution of the Development Agreement between the 
Borough and 65 Main Street Associates, LLC shall be subject to (a) 
the Borough obtaining the necessary approvals from COAH for the 
Spending Plan, or a waiver of same to use the Borough’s Affordable 
Housing Trust Funds for the Project as contemplated in the 
Development Agreement; (b) the Borough making any/all required 
amendments to its zoning ordinance to allow the Project; (c) the 
Developer obtaining clear title to the Property; and the Developer 
satisfying all duties, representations and warranties in the 
Agreement.  In the event that the Borough fails to obtain such 
approvals and/or waiver or rezone the property to allow the 
Project or the Developer fails to meet its obligations, any 
Agreement entered into between the Borough and 65 Main Street 
Associates, LLC for the Project shall become automatically voided.       
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Prepare  
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for a Pumper Tanker Foam 
Unit for the Fort Lee Fire Department 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids for:  
 
     . Pumper Tanker Foam Unit for the Fort Lee Fire Department  
      
 



CA-6 - Authorizing Payment to The Rockleigh, Rockleigh, New Jersey  
for the Annual Volunteer Fire Department Inspection Dinner $132.00 
Per Person for a Minimum of 250 People - $33,000  

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, 

 STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS  
 PURSUANT TO CONTRACT WITH THE ROCKLEIGH 
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 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to the The 
Rockleigh, 26 Paris Avenue, Rockleigh, New Jersey, through a non-
fair and open process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit 
Play-to-Pay Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., to host the Fort 
Lee Volunteer Fire Department Inspection Dinner; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the resolution, the Borough 
entered into a two-year contract with the The Rockleigh in 
September 2008 for said services at the rate of $132.00 per person 
for 2008 and a rate of $132.00 per person for 2009 (Minimum 250 
people); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has determined 
and certified in writing that the Borough has sufficient funds for 
the 2009 dinner in accordance with the terms of the contract with 
the The Rockleigh; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the expenditure of 
public funds for the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department Inspection 
Dinner,   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 1. The Mayor and Council authorizes said expenditure of 

funds consistent with the contract award for the 2009 
Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department Inspection Dinner and 
directs the Purchasing Department to encumber and issue 
a Purchase Order to The Rockleigh, 26 Paris Avenue, 
Rockleigh, New Jersey 07647. 

 
 2. The Purchase Order shall reflect a price per person of 

$132.00 per person (Minimum 250 people). 
 
 
CA-7 - Awarding Bid to Rescue Products International, Inc.,  
Denville, New Jersey, to Provide a Firefighter Personal Escape and 
Training System for the Fort Lee Fire Department - $66,955.52 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF  
      FIREFIGHTER PERSONAL ESCAPE AND TRAINING SYSTEMS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of 
firefighter personal escape and training systems for use by Fort 
Lee Fire Department (“FLFD”) personnel in performing vital 
municipal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 
resolution, the Borough rejected all bids for the purchase of 
firefighter personal escape and training systems, in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 
based upon a determination Borough to revise the bid 
specifications to remove the requirement for the provision of a 
consent of surety with a bid and a performance bond at the time of 



contract execution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 1, 2009, in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, the Borough solicited bids for the purchase 
of firefighter personal escape and training systems; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 16, 2009, bids were received in 
response to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following  
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bidders:  
 
AAA Emergency Supply Co., Inc. (“AAA”)    $44,995.00  
 
Rescue Products International, Inc. (“Rescue”) $66,955.52  
 
; and   
 

WHEREAS, based upon a review by the FLFD of the bids 
submitted, AAA took various exceptions to the equipment required 
to be provided and it was determined that the substituted 
equipment constitutes a material deviation from the bid 
specifications; and  

 
WHEREAS, the FLFD has recommended that the bid of AAA be 

rejected based upon the exceptions taken because the equipment 
substituted did not comply with the requirements of the bid 
specifications and materially compromised the intended use and 
safety of the equipment; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the exceptions taken by AAA amount to a material 
deviation from the requirements of the bid specifications and 
render its bid to be non-compliant pursuant to the provisions of 
the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the bid of AAA for the purchase of firefighter 
personal escape and training systems for use by FLFD personnel in 
performing vital municipal services should be rejected for 
material non-compliance with the requirement of the bid 
specifications, pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions 
of the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the FLFD has recommended that Rescue Products be 
awarded a contract for the purchase of firefighter personal escape 
and training systems as its bid complied with the requirements of 
the bid specifications and Rescue Products did not take any 
exceptions to the equipment sought in the bid specifications; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed the bid submitted by 
Rescue Products and determined that it meets all of the 
requirements of the bid specifications for the purchase of 
firefighter personal escape and training systems; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Rescue Products is 
necessary for the efficient operations of the Borough, and to 
ensure the safety of the members of the FLFD at a reasonable 
market price,    
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the bid submitted by AAA Emergency Supply Co., Inc. 
for the purchase of firefighter personal escape and training 
systems shall be and is hereby rejected for reasons of material 
non-compliance with the requirements of the bid specifications as 
detailed herein; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a contract for the purchase of 



firefighter personal escape and training systems be and is hereby 
awarded to Rescue Products International, Inc. as the lowest 
responsible and complying bidder, in accordance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and the Local Public 
Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the all 
remaining bidders shall be returned in accordance with the  
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requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor of the Borough be and 
is hereby authorized to execute a contract with Rescue Products 
and all other documents necessary to implement the contract award 
as set forth herein for the purchase of firefighter personal 
escape and training systems pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that the funds are available for the aforementioned 
award of bid; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and the 
executed contract with Rescue Products shall be maintained in the 
Office of the Borough Clerk and made available for public 
inspection.   
 
 
CA-8 - Awarding Contract to Nature’s Choice, Jersey City, New  
Jersey to Transport and Dispose of the Borough’s Leaves - $8.00 
Per Cubic Yard 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR LEAF REMOVAL AND  
  RECYCLING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 
resolution, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) awarded a contract to Miele Sanitation Co., Inc. for 
leaf removal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for leaf removal services, which had a 
term of three years and had been extended based upon the mutual 
consent of the parties, expired at the end of October 2009; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result, there exists a need for the Borough to 
obtain leaf removal services in order to protect the health, 
safety and welfare of it citizen; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the award of a contract for recycling 
services is exempt from public bidding; and  
 

WHEREAS, to ensure the continued provision of leaf removal 
and recycling services, the Borough has communicated with and 
received a proposal, dated November 2, 2009, from Nature’s Choice 
Corporation, Jersey City, New Jersey, (“Nature’s Choice”), 
offering to provide leaf removal and recycling services for a 
period of one year; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the is desirous of accepting the proposal from 
Nature’s Choice for leaf removal and recycling services in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 



has determined that sufficient funds are available for the award 
of a one-year contract for leaf removal and recycling services; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Nature’s Choice for leaf 
removal and recycling services is necessary for the efficient 
operations of the Borough,  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that a contract for leaf removal and recycling services be 
and is hereby awarded to Nature’s Choice Corporation, 1 Caven 
Point Avenue, Jersey City, New Jersey, for a period of one year in 
the amount of $8.00 per cubic yard; and 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney is hereby 
directed to prepare a contract for the provision of leaf removal 
and recycling services as authorized herein and the Mayor be and 
is hereby authorized to execute the contract; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for an extension of the 
contract for leaf removal and recycling services; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposal and contract are 
available for public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 

Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-8.   
 
 Ms. Thomas responded to her question. 
        
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-8, except 
for CA-3 which was removed by Mayor Sokolich for separate vote) 
was approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-A/CA-3 - Authorizing Execution of a Developers Agreement Between 
the Borough and Dyker Ridge, LLC, for Property Located at 2142 
North Central Road, Block 6153, Lots 1,8,9 & 10 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
  
   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
       FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S  
       AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND DYKER RIDGE,  
       LLC 

 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution on June 23, 2009 approving a 
development by Dyker Ridge, LLC (“the Developer”), for property  
designated as Block 6154, Lots 1,8,9,10 (formerly Block 6104 Lots 
1-4 and 20-24), also known as 2142 North Central Road,  Fort Lee, 
New Jersey (“Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 



adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 
Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough 
of Fort Lee and the posting of the necessary insurance coverage; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney and a certificate of insurance has been received 
by the Borough together; and 
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WHEREAS, the Developer has not provided proof of automobile 
insurance and for workers compensation coverage since the 
Developer has no employees or automobiles; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is a requirement of the Borough that, in such 

instances, the Developer’s contractors and subcontractors must 
maintain the insurance coverage required under the Developer’s 
Agreement if the Developer does not do so, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 
are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 
the Developer; and   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that proof of automobile and workers 
compensation insurance coverage must be provided to the 
satisfaction of the Borough Attorney prior to the issuance of a 
builders permit; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
 
R-1 - Authorizing the Issuance of Requests for Qualifications for  
2010 for Professional Services for the Borough of Fort Lee  
for Legal, Financial, Engineering, Computer, Risk Management and 
Banking Services  
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF REQUESTS FOR                 
     QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE FOR LEGAL, FINANCIAL, ENGINEERING, COMPUTER,   
     RISK MANAGEMENT AND BANKING SERVICES 
 
     WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2006, N.J.S.A 19:44A-20.1 et seq., 
commonly known as the “State Pay to Play” law, enacted by  
the New Jersey State Legislature shall become effective; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., a 
municipality may not award contracts with a value in excess of 
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable   
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the said 
municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s committee  
of any person serving in an elective public office of the said 
municipality when such a contract was awarded, unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open  
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 



 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the  
following: (1) public advertisement of a Request for 
Qualifications (hereinafter the “RFQ”) with ten (10) calendar days 
notice prior to the receipt of responses to the RFQ; (2) award of 
contract under a process that provides for public solicitation of 
qualifications; (3) award of contract under publicly disclosed 
criteria established, in writing, by the municipality prior to the 
solicitation of qualifications; and (4) the municipality shall 
publicly open and announce the qualifications when awarded; and  
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 WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(hereinafter the “Borough”) to engage legal, financial and 
engineering professionals and the Borough desires to appoint such 
professionals by a “fair and open process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.1 et seq.,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that 
requests for RFQs for professional services for the following 
professional services for the Borough and its agencies are hereby 
authorized: 
 
 1.  Borough Attorney 
 2.  Labor Attorney 
 3.  Borough Auditor 
 4.  Bond Counsel 
 5.  Borough Engineer 
 6.  Building Department/Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 
 7.  Municipal Court/Police Department Accountant/Office of 
          Economic Development Accountant 
 8.  Tax Counsel 
 9.  Borough Risk Manager 
 10. Traffic Engineer 
     11. Computer Consultant and Information Technology Advisor 
     12. Purchasing Consultant 
     13. Special/Conflict Counsel 
     14. Borough Planner 
     15. Banking Services 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all of the RFQs for the 
professional services as set forth hereinabove shall be prepared 
and published in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. and 
all such RFQs shall be evaluated on the basis of the most  
advantageous RFQ, all factors considered, including, but not 
limited to: (1) experience and reputation in the profession; (2) 
knowledge of the subject matter to be addressed under contract; 
(3) availability to accommodate any required meetings of the  
Borough or Borough Agency; (4) and any other factors if  
demonstrated to be in the best interest of the Borough or Borough 
Agency. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
  
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that yesterday he and a large audience 
including Senator Loretta Weinberg and Assemblyman Gordon Johnson 
attended the premier of “Severe Clear” at the Cinema Lane Theater 
in Teaneck.  The film is a documentary of film footage taken by a 
US Marine Lieutenant who was involved directly in the Iraq 
invasion.  The film was produced by Fort Lee Film Commission 
member Marc Perez.  It’s a very gritty film and he recommended 
that the public should view the documentary if they could.   
 
 He announced that on Saturday, November 14th at the Media Mix 



Studios at 4 Pearl Court, Allendale, New Jersey, the Fort Lee Film 
Commission will be hosting the screening its fifth annual awards 
ceremony for the “2009 Filmmakers of Tomorrow”. The films of the 
10 finalists will be screened followed by a reception.  Awards 
will be announced after the reception.  The event is free to the 
public. 
 
 He said a study of rent control could be an endless study.  
It doesn’t mean it should not be studied.  He and Mr. Cervieri 
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have been doing their part to see that various aspects of this law 
get studied. The effect of having no rent control at all or the 
effect of taking a 5% limit on rents and reducing it to the 
Maximum Allowable Percentage (MAP formula), or if the MAP formula 
was raised to 5% are all part of the many wrinkles that could come 
into play.  He added that whatever is done must be reasoned and 
scientific and not be inflammatory.  It does not surprise him that 
the average condominium and cooperative rent would be more than 
the average rental unit then for no other reason that a 
condominium and cooperative probable has more square footage in 
them than an average rental unit in Fort Lee.  He’s quite 
confident that the average square footage in private homes is 
larger than of condominium and cooperative units.  It should not 
be surprising that the average home would be assessed at a higher 
rate than a condominium, cooperative or rental unit.  Whether the 
gap is too great between them as a result of rent control is a 
subject for study.  In doing that study one would have to bear in 
mind that there would be other factors other than rent control 
that would affect those assessments. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated Mr. Cervieri on be re-elected to 
the Council for his fifth consecutive three year term.  He thanked 
all the voters who voted for him and Mr. Cervieri.  He looks 
forward to another three years on the Council. He thanked all of 
the volunteers, specifically Richard Thompson.  He also thanked 
Kay Nest, Fort Lee Democratic Chair and Democratic County Vice 
Chair for her efforts in getting him elected. 
 
 He thanked Mr. Grant for getting $78,000 in Bergen County 
Open Space Funding which monies are going for the renovations to 
the Fort Lee American Little League Field in Whitey Lang Park. 
 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – congratulated Messrs. Sohmer and Cervieri on 
their election day victories.  They are both important cogs to 
this government and looks forward to their continued expertise. 
 
 He expressed his condolences on behalf of the Mayor and 
Council to Battalion Chief, Jeffrey Silver, on the loss of his 
father. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.   
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – offered his congratulations to Messrs. 
Sohmer and Cervieri.  He looks forward to continue working with 
them. 
 
 He also offered his condolences to the family of Jeffrey 
Silver on the loss of his father, Mason. 
 
 
 



Councilwoman Kasofsky – offered her congratulations to Messrs. 
Sohmer and Cervieri and looks forward to working with them again.   
  
 She stated that over 3,000 people attended the Health Fair 
which was held on Saturday, October 24th.  She spoke to the number 
of H1N1 shots that have been ordered by the Borough’s Health 
Officer.  At this time only 300 doses have been received.  The 
drug companies have been having trouble making the vaccine.  
Several more clinics are anticipated as the Borough is hopeful in 
getting its requested doses. 
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 She spoke to a “Green” seminar she took last Wednesday at 
Bergen Community College.  She’s very excited in implementing some 
of the things she learned at the seminar that relate to recycling, 
water conservation and other environmental areas. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – thanked Kay Nest for her efforts in helping 
him get re-elected.  He’s proud to represent all the people of the 
Borough. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.  
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson         .Availability of Parking    Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St.           for Special Meeting 
 
                      .Environmental Committee    Mayor Sokolich 
 
                      .Believes Homeowners Pay    Mr. Pohan 
                        Disapportionate Amount  
                        in Taxes 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:15 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                              Thursday, October 8, 2009 @7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, (Arrived at 7:35 p.m.) 
                Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
                    Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 1, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3.  On September 18, 2009, a copy of said change in the 
scheduled starting time was posted at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey.  On the same date, copies of the change in meeting 
time were also mailed to all persons who have requested same and 
who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the 
cost of providing notice. 
 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that presentations are going to be made 
tonight to the Fort Lee American Little League 10 Year Old All-
Stars, the Fort Lee Library Fort Lee High School Reading Buddies 
and the Fort Lee Fire Department who are honoring some of their 
members tonight. 
 
 He said that he and the governing body are proud to provide 
things that make all of these groups and organizations run well 
and in return add to the quality of life for everyone in the 
Borough.  Everyone being recognized tonight should be proud of 



their accomplishments and the town is also very proud of what they 
have accomplished. 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

PR-1 – Fort Lee American Little League 10 Year Old All-Stars 
 
 Mayor Sokolich noted that the 10 year baseball old all-stars 
were District 6 Champions this year.  He added that the field at 
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Whitey Lang Park that the kids play on is currently undergoing 
major renovations and when it’s completed it will be one of the 
nicest fields in the State. 
 
 Richard Radoian, Fort Lee American Little League President, 
thanked the players, coaches and parents for a great job. He 
stated that it’s the first time since he has been President of the 
league in 24 years that a District Championship has been won.  He 
thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing the field to be 
renovated and praised the DPW members for their work on the field. 
 

Mayor Sokolich presented certificates of appreciation from 
the Mayor and Council to the following: 
 
 Coaches - GianFranco Brusco, Alan Keller, Howard Pearl and 
                Kevin Ware 
 
 Players – Jared Brusco, Matthew DeSavino, Michael Garcia, 
                Ethan Keller, Sam Keller, Bryce Maida, Kai Otomo, 
                Cody Pearl, Kevin Ryu, Zachary Ware and Andy Won 
 
 Kaitlin Maida on behalf of her brother, Bryce Maida, who was 
unable to attend tonight’s ceremony, picked up his certificate of 
appreciation.  
 

 
PR-2 – Fort Lee Library Fort Lee High School Reading Buddies 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that Paige Soltano, President of the Fort 
Lee Library Board of Trustees, along with Board Member Susan Kumar 
and former Board member Victoria Min were instrumental in 
establishing the reading buddies program. 
 
 Ms. Soltano stated the thought three years ago was to have 
the high school students get involved in community service and 
thus was born the reading buddies program.  The high school 
students mentor the younger children by reading to them.  History 
shows that the sooner children are read to the higher the literacy 
rate is.  She introduced Julia Strohmeyer who runs the reading 
buddies program. 
 
 Ms. Strohmeyer said besides mentoring, the program builds 
relationships.  Other interactive activities such as mad libs are 
included in the program.  She knows that having a roomful of first 
to third graders can be trying, but she wanted to let the high 
school students know how much she appreciated their efforts.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich presented certificates of appreciation from 
the Mayor and Council to the following: 
 
 Jin Park, Shirley Chen, Jeffrey Todaro, Catherine Myung,   
      Jennifer Lee, Cindy Li, Amina Cami,  
 

Other students receiving certificates who were unable to 
attend tonight’s ceremony were: 



 
Dillon Miller, Lisa Hajjaj, Theresa Alvarez Sheera Dunkelman,  
 Augustine Lee, Edward Ma, Chandni Patel, James Yoon, Andrew  
 Wang, Sharon Park and Mina Hsia 

 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, the meeting was recessed at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Pohan, the regular meeting resumed at 7:35 p.m. 
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PR-3 – Fort Lee Fire Department 
 
 Mr. Sargenti arrived at this point in the meeting. 
  
 Steve Curry, Fire Chief, thanked the Mayor and Council for 
allowing the Fire Department to acknowledge their members publicly 
of their achievements to the community. 
 
 He recognized former Fire Chief Lester Ghent who has served 
and continues to service the Borough for the last 57 years. 
 
 Mr. Ghent thanked all the people who made it possible for him 
to serve the last 57 years. 
 
 
 Incident 6/11/2008 – Borough of Edgewater, 1203 River Road, 
extricate party from elevator shaft. 
 
 Letters of Commendation: 2008 Fire Chief Jeffrey Bernard, 
2008 Deputy Chief Steven Curry, 2008 Captain Joseph Piemonte, 
Firefighters John Paul Mugan, James Kim, Keith Dalton, Jason 
Rodriguez, Laki Pothos, former Chief Thomas E. Bernard Sr., 
firefighter Jeffrey Pascale and Phillip Craddock. 
 
 Unit Citation: Captain Keith Sabatino, former Chief now 
Lieutenant Wolfgang Krautmann, firefighter now Captain Mark 
Sulcov, Lieutenant Christopher Ipek, former Lieutenant Donald 
Sauvageot, Fire Inspector/Firefighter Mary Boujotas, Firefighter 
Paul DePalma and Firefighter Paul Kim. 
 
 
 Incident 1/30/2009 – Borough of Fort Lee, 2466 Second Street, 
extrication of a male resident in cardiac arrest.  The size of the 
patient, condition of the domicile and ice road surface conditions 
made patient extrication extremely difficult. 
 
 Letter of Commendation: Fort Lee Police Officers Vassilios 
Triantafillou, Gabriel Cappola and Thomas Ripoli, Jr., Fort Lee 
EMT’s Lee Ann Blay, Kyle Conboy, Susan Reycraft, Nicholas Vanadium 
and Englewood Hospital Parademics Deborah Lasher and Brian Mera. 
 
 Unit Citation: Chief Steven Curry, Deputy Chief William 
Chippane, Battalion Chief Jeffrey Silver, Fire 
Inspector/Firefighter Mary Boujotas and Firefighters Robert Conti, 
Keith Dalton, Paul Kim, Jose Martinez and Jason Yocovelli. 
 
 Exceptional Duty Medal: On behalf of the Bergen County 
      Juvenile Firesetters: 
 
 Former Fire Chief Ralph Porrino and Firefighter Robert DeVito 
 
  
 Incident: 2/20/2009 – Borough of Fort Lee, 822 Jassamine Way, 
Structure Fire. 
 



 Letter of Commendation: Fire Inspector/Firefighter Leah  
      Wasserman, Fort Lee Police Officers Patrick Kellett and 
      Christopher Richter. 
 
 Life Saving Medal: Former Chief/Fire Inspector Joseph  
      Cariddi 
 
 Fire Chief Curry invited everyone back to Fire Company #3 for 
food and refreshments and thanked everyone for attending tonight’s 
ceremony. 
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 Mayor Sokolich stated that he’s very grateful and proud of 
the Fort Lee Fire Department. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the meeting was recessed at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the regular meeting resumed at 8:03 p.m. 
 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 3, 
2009 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 10, 
2009 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilwoman Kasofsky 
abstaining. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 17, 
2009 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2009-36 - Amending and Supplementing Chapter 388, 
Sections 14 and 69 of the Code of the Borough of Fort Lee by 
Deleting Handicapped Spaces on Main Street by Fire House #3 and at 
2051 Edwin Avenue 
 
 On motion by Councilman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and carried, Ord. #2009-36 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING 
SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for November 12, 
2009. 
 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-37 – Clarifying and Amending Chapter 324, Various  
Sections of Rent Control (Rent Decreases, Rebates and Assessment  
of Penalties) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-37 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 



SUPPLEMENTING, CLARIFYING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 324, RENT CONTOL OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for November 12, 
2009. 
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Ordinance #2009-38 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 2132 Linwood Avenue 
Center Avenue  
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-38 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, 
SCHEDULE XXII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED 
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for November 12, 
2009. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2009-32 - Amending Chapter 410, Zoning, Article XII, 
Signage and Facades 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-32 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 410 ZONING OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2009-33 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I,  
No  Parking, Starting at Main Street and Continuing 255 Feet South  
on Both Sides of Maple Street 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-33 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE, ENTITLED NO PARKING.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1450 West Street, complained that the Borough 
continues to take away street parking. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 



 
  
Ordinance #2009-34 – Amending Chapter 55, by Establishing Section 
28, Entitled “Fire Watch Program” 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-34 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 55 FIRE 
DEPARTMENT, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE BY ADDING SECTION 55-28 ENTITLED FIRE WATCH PROGRAM.” 
Regular Meeting                                    October 8, 2009 
                                                           Page #6 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-35 - Bond Ordinance for Firefighting Equipment –  
$225,000.00 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-35 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION 
OF FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN 
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $225,000 THEREFOR 
AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $213,750 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-16. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $11,270,107.73 
Capital                                          301,186.15 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,912.05 



Trip Admissions                                    5,850.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         17,744.90 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                                n/a 
Redemption Account                                82,015.24 
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School Resource Account                              380.25 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    3,655.00 
Police Justice                                     4,031.80 
 
Total:                                       $11,688,833.12 
 
 
CA-2 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local  
Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, State of 
New Jersey Forfeiture Funds - $6,330.40 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 
any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 
such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 
item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has received $6,330.40 from 
the State of New Jersey and wishes to amend its 2009 Budget to 
include a portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 
insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2009, 
in the sum of..........................................$6,330.40 
which is now available as a revenue item from: 
   Miscellaneous Revenues 
     Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 
     Written Consent of the Director of Local Government  
     Services: 
       Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 
        Police—Other Expenses  
         State of New Jersey Forfeiture Funds 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of .......$6,330.40 
be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 
 General Appropriations: 
        (a) Operations excluded from CAPS 
              State Programs Offset by Revenues 
               Police—Other Expenses 
                State of New Jersey Forfeiture Funds 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 
directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 
Director of Local Government Services. 
 
 



CA-3 - Approving Firefighter Applications for Joshua Abascal for 
Fire Company #1 and Jason Manizza for Fire Company #3 and 
Auxiliary Membership Applications for Michael Kelly for Fire Co. 
#1 and Melissa Surace for Fire Co. #2 
 
 The firefighter and auxiliary firefighter applications for 
the above named individuals were approved. 
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CA-4 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to  
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering July 1, 2009 to 
September 30, 2009 - $1,430.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $1,350.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 
union licenses for the period covering July 1, 2009 through 
September 30, 2009. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis 
to the Department of Human Services; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $80.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the period covering July 1, 2009 through September 30, 2009. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing the Hiring of Carmine DeLiberto, Harriet 
Elisberg and Steven Scrivanich as School Crossing Guards 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in 
the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm 
retroactive to September 15, 2009. 
 

Carmine DeLiberto 
1155 15th Street 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Harriet Elisberg 
1275 Inwood Terrace 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Steven Scrivanich 
480 Central Boulevard 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

 
CA-6 - Amending the Borough’s Personnel Policies and Procedures 
Manuel to Implements Terms and Conditions in Accordance With the 
New Jersey Paid Family Leave Act  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TO AMEND THE  
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  
MANUAL TO IMPLEMENT TERMS AND CONDITIONS IN ACCORDANCE  
WITH THE NEW JERSEY PAID FAMILY LEAVE ACT  

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of establishing personnel policies and 
procedures in accordance with the recently enacted New Jersey Paid 
Family Leave Act (“PFLA”) to aid valued personnel when they are 
faced with circumstances requiring family leave; and 



 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Fort Lee Ordinance § 86, Personnel 
Policies, the governing body of the Borough has previously defined 
the duties and terms of office or employment of all Borough 
officers, employees and appointees by authorizing the creation of, 
and subsequent amendments to, the Borough of Fort Lee Personnel 
Policies and Procedures Manual; and   
 
 WHEREAS, as authorized by Fort Lee Ordinance § 86-2,  the 
Mayor and Council of the Borough hereby amend the Borough of Fort 
Lee Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual as follows: 
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1. SECTION IV (LEAVES OF ABSENCES) shall have an additional 
subsection added. The new subsection will be labeled Subsection 
“I” and entitled “PAID FAMILY LEAVE” and shall read as follows: 
  

PAID FAMILY LEAVE 
 
General Policy.  There may be an occasion where an employee 
requests to be temporarily relieved of his or her work 
responsibilities for Paid Family Leave.  In such instances, the 
Borough will evaluate a request for a paid leave of absence in 
accordance with the requirements of the New Jersey Paid Family 
Leave Act (“PFLA”; N.J.S.A. 43:21-39, et seq.). 
 
Under the PFLA, eligible employees may be granted paid family 
leave for up six (6) weeks in any twelve (12) month period to: (i) 
care for a newborn within twelve (12) months of birth; (ii) care 
for a newly adopted child within twelve (12) months of placement; 
or (iii) care for a family member with a serious health condition.   
 
Eligibility. All full- and part-time employees are eligible for 
paid family leave.  An employee that earns either (1) $143 or more 
per week for twenty (20) consecutive weeks, or (2) $7,200 or more 
over the previous fifty-two (52) calendar weeks qualifies for paid 
family leave benefits.   
 
Paid Family Leave to be Concurrent with other Types of Family 
Leave. 
 
If the employee plans to take unpaid FMLA and FLA leave, he/she 
must take such leave concurrently with paid family leave under the 
PFLA and meet the following requirements: 

 
1) FMLA. Employees are eligible for FMLA leave if: 

a) They have worked for the Borough for at least twelve 
(12) months; and 

b) They have worked at least 1250 hours during the twelve 
(12) month period preceding the start of the requested 
leave. 

2) FLA.  Employees are eligible for FLA leave if: 

a) They have worked for the Borough for at least twelve 
(12) months; and 

b) They have worked at least 1000 hours during the twelve 
(12) month period immediately preceding the start of the 
requested leave. 

PFLA Paid Leave Taken Concurrently with FMLA and FLA Unpaid Leave.  
It is the policy of the Borough that an employee taking paid 
family leave must take the leave concurrently with any unpaid FMLA 



or FLA leave that the employee is entitled to.  The Borough will 
automatically treat paid family leave as unpaid FMLA leave (up to 
twelve (12) weeks of leave every year) or FLA leave (up to twelve 
(12) weeks of leave every two years) whenever an employee requests 
paid family leave.  This ensures that the paid family leave 
benefits do not confer upon employees an additional six (6) weeks 
of leave entitlement beyond the twelve (12) weeks of unpaid leave 
to which such employees are entitled under the FMLA and FLA.  
 
Benefits.  Paid family leave benefits can be claimed by an 
employee to: 
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1) Bond with a Child during the first twelve (12) months after 
the child’s birth, if the covered individual or the domestic 
partner or civil union partner of the covered individual, is 
a biological parent of the child; 

 
2) Bond with an adopted Child during the first twelve (12) 

months after placement of the child for adoption with the 
covered individual; or 

 
3) Care for a Family Member with a “Serious Health Condition” 

supported by certification by a Health Care Provider.  
 
NOTE: Paid family leave is not available for a Serious Health 
Condition affecting the covered employee.  
 
Claims may be filed for six (6) consecutive weeks or for forty-two 
(42) intermittent days during a twelve (12) month period beginning 
with the first date of the claim. 
 
Child means a biological, adopted, or foster child, stepchild or 
legal ward of a covered individual, child of a domestic partner of 
the covered individual, who is less than nineteen (19) year of age 
or is nineteen (19) years of age or older but incapable of self-
care because of mental or physical impairment.  
 
Family Member means a child, spouse, domestic partner, civil union 
partner, or parent of a covered individual.    
 
Health Care Provider means any person licensed under Federal, 
state, or local law, or the laws of a foreign nation, to provide 
health care services; or any other person who has been authorized 
to provide health care by a licensed health care provider. 
 
Benefit Rate and Payment.  The weekly benefit rate for paid family 
leave is calculated at two-thirds (2/3) of the employee’s average 
weekly wage up to the maximum amount payable.  The current maximum 
amount payable under State law (August 12, 2009) provides the 
employee with $524 per week.  This benefit level may be modified, 
without notice to employees, by the State of New Jersey.  The 
maximum benefit rate is adjusted every year by the State.  The 
State’s paid family leave program is funded entirely by employee 
payroll taxes; the Borough does not make any contributions to the 
program.  An eligible employee claiming paid family leave receives 
his/her check from the State’s Division of Temporary Disability 
Insurance, not the Borough.  The Borough of Fort Lee is never 
responsible for payment of paid family leave benefits under PFLA 
leave.    
 
Definition of a “Serious Health Condition”. 

Serious Health Condition means an illness, injury, impairment, or 
physical or mental condition, which requires inpatient care in a 
hospital, hospice, or residential medical care facility or 
Continuing Medical Treatment or Continuing Supervision by a Health 
Care Provider.  



 
Continuing Medical Treatment or Continuing Supervision by a Health 
Care Provider means:  

1) A period of incapacity (that is, inability to work, attend 
school or perform regular daily activities due to a Serious 
Health Condition) of more than three consecutive days, and 
any subsequent treatment or period of incapacity relating to 
the same condition that also involves: 
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a) Treatment two or more times by a Health Care Provider; 
or 

 
b) Treatment by a Health Care Provider on one occasion, 

which results in a regimen of continuing treatment under 
the supervision of a Health Care Provider; 

 
2) Any period of incapacity due to pregnancy, or for prenatal 

care; 
 
3) Any period of incapacity or treatment for such incapacity due 

to a chronic Serious Health Condition; 
 

4) A period of incapacity, which is permanent or long-term, due 
to a condition for which treatment may not be effective where 
the individual is under Continuing Supervision of, but need 
not be receiving active treatment by a Health Care Provider; 
or 

 
5) Any period of absence to receive multiple treatments by a 

Health Care Provider or by a provider of health care services 
under orders of, or on referral by a Health Care Provider, 
either for restorative surgery after an accident or other 
injury, or for a condition that would likely result in a 
period of incapacity or more than three consecutive calendar 
days in the absence of medical intervention or treatment. 

 
Benefits Limitations. The first seven (7) days following the 
filing of a claim is the waiting week.  No benefits can be paid 
for this week or any part of the first week until benefits have 
been paid in each of the three (3) weeks immediately following the 
waiting week.  If the period of paid family leave immediately 
follows an eligible period of temporary disability for the 
individual’s own illness, there is no waiting period for the paid 
family leave claim.  

If the employee is receiving a pension which the Borough 
contributed to on the employee’s behalf, the employee’s weekly 
benefit amount will be reduced by the prorated amount of the 
pension received during that particular benefit week. 

No paid family leave benefits are payable for: 

  Any period the employee receives temporary disability 
benefits or any benefits from a disability or cash sickness 
program or similar law of this state or any other state or 
the federal government;  

 
  Any period the employee receives Unemployment Insurance 

Benefits;  
 
  Any period the employee receives Workers' Compensation 

Benefits;  
 
  Any period the employee receives full salary or paid time 

off;  



 
  Any period the employee is working;  
 
  Any period of paid family leave which did not start while the 

employee was a covered individual or within fourteen (14) 
days of the employee’s last day of work;  

 
  Any period of paid family leave for the care of a Family 

Member and the care recipient (Family Member) was not under 
the care or supervision of a health care provider;  

 
Regular Meeting                                    October 8, 2009 
                                                          Page #12 

 
  Any period the employee is out of work due to a stoppage of 

work which exists because of a labor dispute at the 
claimant’s place of employment; or  

 
  Any period subsequent to being discharged by the Borough for 

gross misconduct connected with the work because of a 
commission of an act punishable as a crime under the New 
Jersey Code of Criminal Justice.  

 
Use of Paid Leave.  Prior to taking paid family leave, an employee 
must first use up to two weeks of any paid vacation time, sick 
leave, or other leave at full pay for which the employee is 
eligible.  When an employee uses paid vacation time, sick leave, 
or other leave, the Borough may reduce the employee’s maximum paid 
family leave entitlement (six (6) weeks) by the number of days of 
paid leave used for vacation time, sick leave, or other leave at 
full pay.  For example, a full week of paid vacation time, sick 
leave, or other leave used by the employee will reduce his/her 
maximum entitlement to paid family leave by seven (7) benefit 
days.  Paid vacation time, sick leave, or other leave used by the 
employee for periods less that a full week will result in a 
reduction of one paid family leave day for every day of paid 
vacation time, sick leave, or other leave.  The maximum reduction 
of paid family leave days is fourteen (14) days from the total six 
(6) weeks of paid family leave entitlement. 
 

1) Maintenance of Benefits. While the employee is on paid family 
leave, the Borough will maintain its contributions to the 
employee’s health insurance under the same terms as the plan 
in effect at the time the request is made, for a covered 
period of up to six (6) weeks, if the employee is enrolled in 
the Borough’s health care plan at the time the request for 
leave is made.  If applicable, the employee will be 
responsible for making timely payment to the Borough of his 
or her share of the premium cost.   

 
2) Accrual of Paid Time Off:  Vacation, personal leave, sick 

days, and any other paid time-off does not accrue during any 
period of unpaid leave. 

 
3) Return to Work. Except for employees in key positions as 

defined by the law (see below), upon the employee’s return to 
work, an employee taking an approved leave under this policy 
will be restored to the same or an equivalent position as 
held prior to the leave, with equivalent pay and benefits 
(unless the employee is unable to perform the essential 
functions of that position, with or without reasonable 
accommodation).  In order to be restored to the same or an 
equivalent position, the employee must return from leave on 
the agreed-upon date.   

4) Key Employee Exception:  The Borough may deny job restoration 
to certainly highly compensated “key” employees.  The Borough 
will endeavor to advise employees of their status as a “key” 



employee at the time they request leave.  However, if the 
Borough deems it necessary to deny job restoration to a key 
employee who is already out on leave, the Borough will inform 
the employee of its intention to so designate the employee 
and will offer the employee the opportunity to return to work 
immediately. 

Intermittent Leave Schedule and Notice to the Borough.  An 
employee taking paid family leave in connection with a Family 
Member’s Serious Health Condition may take the leave 
intermittently as forty-two (42) separate days of leave.  An  
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employee seeking intermittent paid family leave for a Family 
Member’s Serious Health Condition is required to provide employers 
with 15 days notice unless: (1) an emergency or other unforeseen 
circumstance precludes prior notice; and (2) the employee makes a 
reasonable attempt to schedule the leave in a nondisruptive 
manner. 
 
Procedure. 

1) Notice.  An employee intending to take paid family leave 
shall submit a written request, accompanied by medical 
certification if the leave is for a Family Member’s Serious 
Health Condition, to his/her Department Head.  Using N.J.A.C. 
12:21-3.7 as a guide, the following notification timeline 
should be followed when requesting paid family leave: 

  Birth or Adoption of a Child: An employee intending 
to take leave to bond with a newborn or newly adopted 
Child must provide the Borough with a minimum of 
thirty (30) days notice prior to commencement of the 
family leave.  Failure by the employee to provide 
this notice will result in a 2 week (14 day) 
reduction in the claimant's maximum six (6) weeks 
leave for the twelve (12) month period, unless the 
time of the leave is unforeseeable or the time of the 
leave changes for unforeseeable reasons. 

  Serious Health Condition – Continuous Leave: An 
employee intending to take leave to care for a Family 
Member with a Serious Health Condition on a 
continuous, non-intermittent basis must provide the 
employer with prior notice of the family leave in a 
reasonable and practicable manner, unless an 
emergency or other unforeseen circumstance precludes 
prior notice. 

  Serious Health Condition – Intermittent Leave: An 
employee intending to take leave to care for Family 
Member with a Serious Health Condition on an 
intermittent basis must provide the employer with a 
minimum of fifteen (15) days notice prior to the 
commencement of the intermittent family leave, unless 
an emergency or other unforeseen circumstance 
precludes prior notice.  

2) Medical Certification.  Medical certification of the need for 
paid family leave is required where the leave is due the 
Serious Health Condition of a Family Member.  The Borough 
will provide the employee with the appropriate medical 
certification form to be completed by the Health Care 
Provider of the employee’s child, spouse, or parent.  The 
certification must include: (1) the date the Serious Health 
condition commenced; (2) the probable duration of the 



condition; (3) the medical facts within the knowledge of the 
provider of the certification; (4) a statement concerning the 
need for the employee to provide care for the individual; (5) 
an estimate of the time the employee will need to provide 
care; (6) a statement of the medical necessity of any 
intermittent leave; and (7) the dates of any future 
intermittent leave.   

 
The Borough may also require subsequent re-certifications on 
a reasonable basis.  Failure to comply with the certification 
requirements may result in the delay or denial of family or 
medical leave.  If the Borough has reason to doubt the  
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validity of the medical certification provided by the 
employee, the Borough may require a second medical 
certification, at the Borough’s expense.  Such certification 
will be completed by the Health Care Provider of the 
Borough’s choice, but not by a Health Care Provider who is 
regularly used, or under contract with, the Borough.  If the 
second opinion differs from the opinion in the original 
certification, the Borough may require, at its own expense, 
that the employee obtain the opinion of a third Health Care 
Provider designated or approved jointly by the employer and 
the employee concerning the information in the certification.  
The opinion of the third Health Care Provider shall be final 
and binding on the Borough and the employee. 

(END OF NEW SUBSECTION I) 

2. All previously existing subsections in SECTION IV shall 
remain as written, but shall receive appropriate alphabetical 
labels to account for the additional subsection added by this 
resolution. The Table of Contents of the Borough of Fort Lee 
Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual shall also be modified as 
necessary to reflect the addition of the new subsection. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
 

1. The above terms, conditions and governing rules applicable 
to the Borough of Fort Lee Personnel Policies and 
Procedure Manual are hereby approved by the Borough of 
Fort Lee. 

 
2. Any term, condition or governing rule applicable to the 

Borough of Fort Lee Personnel Policies and Procedure 
Manual or part thereof inconsistent with this Resolution 
is repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing United Water to Place Ductile Piping on Fifth  
Street so a Fire Hydrant Can be Placed in the Borough of  
Englewood Cliffs  
 

LOCATION OF EXTENSION 
 

X-TBD Installing 45 feet of 6 inch D.I. Pipe in Fifth   
           in Public Row 

 
 Fort Lee, New Jersey Investigation #52471 

 
 Reason for Extension: To Supply Premises of Applicant 



 
WHEREAS, Mr. Carlo Zimatore has presented to United Water New 

Jersey an application for an extension to its distributing system 
running as described above and consisting of installing 45 feet of 
6 inch D.I. Pipe in Fifth in Public Row, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that said extension be made and same 
hereby is approved. 
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CA-8 - Authorizing Renewal of Liquor License for Young J. Yim at  
209 Main Street for 2009-2010  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that plenary retail consumption license for the year 2009/2010 
be issued to the applicant listed below for premises designated 
opposite the respective name for the distribution or sale of 
alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 
 
0219-33-013-013   YOUNG J. YIM        n/a 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said license and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
  
 
CA-9 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Program for Improvements to the Whitey Lang Park, American  
League Little League Field - $175,000.00  
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of 
$175,000.00 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort Lee for 
improvements to the Whitey Lang Park, American League Little 
League Baseball Field, at 1301 Anderson Avenue for 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby confirm endorsement of the 
aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Payment to Gotthold Paving, Edgewater, New  
Jersey, for Emergency Sewer Repairs at 1050 Harvard Place - 
$35,355.00  



 
WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists to the safety and 

welfare of the public by the way of a sewer main collapses at 1050 
Harvard Place and the need to repair this exists; and 
 
     WHEREAS, said repairs to the sewer was declared an extreme 
emergency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
Department of Public Works, and the Supervisor of Sewers, Gotthold 
Paving, P.O. Box 205, Edgewater, New Jersey 07020 was retained on 
an emergency basis to repair said pipe, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to Gotthold Paving, in 
the amount of $34,475.00 for the sewer repair plus $880.00 for rock 
excavation for a total price of $35,355.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of  
the Borough Clerk and such funds are available under capital 
account #04-2150-55-2639-011. 
 
 
CA-11 - Awarding Contract to Prestige Land Rover, Paramus, New  
Jersey, for the Purchase of a Land Rover SUV Including Extended 
Warranty for the Police Department – $31,578.00 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT AFTER NEGOTIATIONS 
        FOR THE PURCHASE OF A LAND ROVER SUV 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase a Land Rover SUV for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, having publicly solicited bids on June 9, 2009 for 
a Land Rover SUV, the Borough received a single bid on June 19, 
2009, from Land Rover of Parsippany, Inc. (“Parsippany”) in the 
amount of $39,212.00; and  
 

WHEREAS, upon review of the bid submitted by Parsippany, the 
Borough determined that Parsippany failed to submit a bid 
guarantee, a consent of surety, and an acknowledgment of addenda 
in accordance with the material requirements of the Bid 
Specifications; and 

 
WHEREAS, the failure to submit a bid guarantee, a consent of 

surety, and an acknowledgment of addenda as set forth in the Bid 
Specifications warranted a rejection of the bid as non-complying 
and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 

WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a bid guarantee, a consent of 
surety, and an acknowledgment of addenda in compliance with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and non-
waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without any 
possibility of being cured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, by duly adopted resolution, the 
Borough rejected the bid of Parsippany as non-responsive for 
failure to comply with the requirements of the Bid Specifications 



and in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough authorized rebidding for the Land Rover 
SUV and, after having publicly solicited bids, received no bids on 
for a Land Rover SUV; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough directed the Borough Administrator to take such steps as 
were necessary for the purchase of a Land Rover SUV for use by 
Borough personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, and 
specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(3), where bids have been publicly 
advertised on two occasions and no acceptable bids have been  
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received both times, a public body is entitled to negotiate a 
contract for the goods or services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the purchase of a Land 
Rover SUV for use by Borough personnel in performing vital 
municipal services is necessary for the Borough’s efficient 
operations;  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of negotiations, the Mayor and Council 
wish to award a contract to Prestige Land Rover, Paramus, New 
Jersey for the purchase of a new Land Rover for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services, as the price 
obtained from Prestige Land Rover is the lowest price obtained 
during negotiations and complies with all requirements of the Bid 
Specifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the purchase of a new 
Land Rover SUV for use by Borough personnel in performing vital 
municipal services is necessary for the Borough’s efficient 
operations, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that a contract be and is hereby awarded to Prestige Land 
Rover, 401 Route 17 South, Paramus, New Jersey, for the purchase 
of a new Land Rover SUV at a price of $31,578 for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services consistent with 
the requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby is 
authorized to execute a contract with Prestige Land Rover, 
Paramus, New Jersey for the purchase of a new Land Rover SUV for 
use by Borough personnel in performing vital municipal services 
consistent with the requirements of the Bid Specifications, and 
pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-12 - Awarding Contract to Pulice/Williams Architects, Leonia,  
New Jersey, to Provide a Preliminary Concept Design and 
Topographic Survey to Modify the Existing Fort Lee Ambulance Corps 
Garage Floor - $6,000.00 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 



  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A PROPOSAL 
  FOR PROFESSIONAL ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed architect to provide professional 
architectural services related to evaluation of the existing 
construction and feasibility of renovations to the existing 
building for the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps (“Ambulance Corps 
Building”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge  
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of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Pulice/Williams Architects (“Architect”) to perform such 
professional architectural services related to the Ambulance Corps 
Building in accordance with its proposal, dated September 4, 2009, 
(Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Architect possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional architectural 
services related to the Ambulance Corps Building; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of accepting a proposal from the Architect for professional 
architectural services in accordance with the procedures mandated 
under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional architectural services will be 
performed by the Architect for a lump sum in the amount of 
$6,000.00 for the initial site investigation and feasibility 
analysis, which amount is less than the threshold of $17,500 under 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 
seq., and, therefore, the contract is not subject to the 
provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the acceptance of the Architect’s proposal for the 
provision of professional architectural services related to 
Ambulance Corps Building in accordance with its proposal is in the 
best interests of the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 



Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That the Architect shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform professional architectural services related to the initial 
site investigation and feasibility study of the Ambulance Corps 
Building, in accordance with its proposal, dated September 4, 
2009, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

2. That the Mayor be and is hereby is authorized to execute 
a contract with the Architect for the performance of architectural 
services pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 3. That the Architect is specifically placed on notice that 
they will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action  
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regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing the Borough to Enter Into a P.I.L.O.T. and 
Air-Rights Lease and Such Other Sundry Documents as May be  
Necessary to Complete the Settlement and Transaction With CCM 
Company, LLC, Owners of Malcolm Towers at 475 Main Street 
 
 Editor’s Note:  This item was introduced as an Ordinance at 
the October 15th executive session of the Mayor and Council. 
 
 
CA-16 - Authorizing the Expenditure of a Fee Not to Exceed 
$200,000 From a Vendor Participating in the Middlesex Regional  
Cooperative System for the Purchase of Field Turf for the  
American Little League Field at Whitey Lang Park  
 

BE IT RESOLVED from the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee the authorization the expenditure of a fee not to exceed 
$200,000 from a vendor participating in the Middlesex Regional 
Cooperative Purchasing System pursuant to a sales agreement, form 
and content acceptable to the Borough Attorney’s sole discretion, 
for field turf for the American Little League Field at Whitey Lang 
Park at 1103 Anderson Avenue. 
  
     There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-16, except 
for CA-13 and CA-15 which were removed from the Consent Agenda by 
Mayor Sokolich for separate vote) was approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-A/CA-15 - Awarding Bid to Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc.,  
Hillsdale, New Jersey, for a Five-Year Solid Waste Collection 
Services/Recycling Contract – $6,070,944.00   
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH   
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
       SOLID WASTE COLLECTION AND RECYCLING SERVICES 



 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for solid waste collection 
and recycling services in the Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Borough advertised and 
received bids for solid waste collection and recycling services, 
and disposal services, all in accordance with law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to Resolution # CA-12 
duly adopted on December 18, 2008, the Borough  determined there 
was an inconsistency in the Bid Specifications concerning which 
party bears the responsibility for payment of the costs for 
disposal of solid waste to be collected in the Borough under the 
proposed contract; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough, on the basis of the foregoing, 
rejected all bids for the provision of solid waste collection and 
recycling services, and disposal services, pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 as the 
Borough intended to substantially revise the Bid Specifications 
for the services to eliminate any inconsistency as to the 
responsibility for payment of the costs for disposal of solid 
waste to be collected in the Borough under the proposed contract; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough revised the Bid Specifications to 
provide for, among other things, separate bidding for solid waste 
collection and disposal services and, accordingly, advertised and 
received bids for solid waste collection and recycling services; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 11, 2009, bids were received for solid waste 
collection and recycling services, after a review of all bids 
submitted, by Resolution # CA-17 duly adopted on June 11, 2009, 
rejected the bids for various reasons of non-compliance with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications and the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough re-advertised and received bids for 
solid waste collection and recycling services, and disposal 
services, all in accordance with law, and on August 19, 2009, bids 
were received from the following companies for solid waste 
collection and recycling services, and disposal services: 

 
Miele Sanitation Co., Inc.  
Closter, New Jersey;  
 
Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. 
Hillsdale, New Jersey;  
 
Interstate Waste Services 
Sloatsburg, New York; and 
 
Scuffy Carting, LLC 
Passaic, New Jersey  
 
Future Sanitation, Inc. 
Farmingdale, New Jersey 
 

; and 
 
 WHEREAS, attached as Schedule 1 is a list of the prices bid 
by the above solid waste collection companies for the various 
options upon which the Borough sought bids for solid waste 
collection and recycling services; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it would be in the 
best interests of its citizens for it to award a contract for 
solid waste collection services pursuant to Option 3 and for 
recycling services pursuant to Option 2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after a review of all bids submitted, the bid 
received from the ostensible low bidder - Future Sanitation, Inc. 
– was determined to have failed to include a consent of surety, 
contrary to the requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to submit a consent of surety as 
required in the Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid 
as non-complying and non-responsive under the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
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 WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a consent of surety in compliance 
with the requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and 
non-waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without 
any possibility of being cured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by the 
ostensible second low bidder - Scuffy Carting, LLC - and 
determined that it failed to submit a consent of surety from an 
approved surety company, licensed to do business in New Jersey, 
with a rating of at least “A” from a nationally recognized rating 
agency, contrary to the requirements of the Bid Specifications; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to submit a consent of surety from a 
surety company meeting the minimum qualifications set forth in the 
Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non-
complying and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a consent of surety in compliance 
with the requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and 
non-waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without 
any possibility of being cured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by the 
ostensible third low bidder - Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. 
(“WMI”) - and determined that meets all of the requirements of the 
Bid Specifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s staff and professional consultants 
have recommended that a contract be awarded to WMI, as the lowest 
responsible bidder, for the provision of solid waste collection 
and recycling services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to WMI is necessary for the 
efficient operations of the Borough, and to ensure the continued 
availability of safe, adequate and proper solid waste collection 
and recycling services to the citizens of the Borough at a 
reasonable market price,    
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the bids submitted by Future Sanitation, Inc. and 
Scuffy Carting, LLC for the provision of solid waste collection 
and recycling services in the Borough shall be and are hereby 
rejected for reasons of material non-compliance with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications as detailed herein; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a contract for solid waste 



collection and recycling services be and is hereby awarded to 
Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. as the lowest responsible and 
complying bidder, in accordance with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and the Local Public Contracts Law, for a term of 
five years at the prices shown on Schedule 1; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the all 
remaining bidders shall be returned in accordance with the 
requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified to the availability of funds for this award of bid; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor of the Borough be and 
is hereby authorized to execute a contract with WMI and all other  
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documents necessary to implement the contract award as set forth 
herein for the provision of solid waste collection and recycling 
services in the Borough pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, this item was opened up to the public for comment by Mayor 
Sokolich. 
 
 Peter J. Klymasz, Future Sanitation Inc., representative, 385 
Cranberry Road, Farmingdale, New Jersey, stated that he was under 
the belief that his firm was the lowest responsible bidder.  He 
attended the original bid opening and cannot recall Waste’s 
Managements bid number that is listed in tonight’s resolution and 
that he will be investigating the bids.  He spoke about a previous 
Mayor and Council executive session where this item had been 
listed under potential litigation.  He added that Future 
Sanitation said that they were never planning to litigate the 
award of the bid.  He asked why the matter was discussed in closed 
session and who was the Borough contemplating a lawsuit with.  He 
closed by stating that an explanation his due to his company as to 
how the resolution was written. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that he will not respond to his inquiry 
on the advice of Mr. Cohen; however he did say that he and the 
governing body completely and unconditionally are governed by a 
very rigid and specific set of statutes with regard to the bidding 
laws of the State.  He assured Mr. Klymasz that each and every 
subsection of the laws has been abided by.  He believes that Mr. 
Klymasz’s observations conspicuously omit some deficiencies in his 
own bid.  He closed by stating that the Borough has followed each 
and every one of the state statutes that they are guided by.  
 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 
Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, the public 
hearing was closed with regard to this matter. 
  
 There being no further discussion the Resolution was approved 
on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
R-2/CA-13 - Appealing the Decision of PERC Affirming Interest  
Arbitration Award IA-2007-87 With Regard to the Borough of Fort 



Lee PBA, Local 245 Police Department Contract 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman seconded, the 
following Resolution: 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING  
  THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY TO FILE AN APPEAL AND      
  APPLICATION FOR A STAY OF THE PERC DECISION 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (the “Borough”) and PBA 

Local No. 245 (the “PBA”) were involved in an interest arbitration 
matter before the Public Employee Relations Commission (“PERC”) 
under Docket Number IA-2007-087; and 
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WHEREAS, on September 24, 2009, PERC issued a decision 

denying the Borough’s appeal of the said interest arbitration 
award; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough, in consultation with the Borough Labor 
Attorney, has determined that an appeal of this decision is 
warranted; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough would like to stay the application of 
that decision until the appeal may be heard. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that 
the Borough Attorney is hereby authorized to file an appeal of the 
PERC decision Docket Number IA-2007-087 as well as an application 
for a stay from the decision. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, this item was opened up to the public for comment by Mayor 
Sokolich. 
 
 Kevin Kosuda, 1327 16th Street, Fort Lee PBA Local 245 
President, read a letter that spoke to contract talks with the PBA 
and the Borough that began in 2006.  He mentioned that attempts to 
negotiate a contract failed and that both parties agreed that it 
should go to binding arbitration.  After four meeting sessions at 
PERC it was determined that no agreement would be reached.  After 
the arbitration hearing was complete the Borough filed a scope of 
negotiations against the PBA proposal regarding the holiday fold-
in pay as well as a claim with the State’s Department of Treasury, 
Division of Pensions and Benefits.  In February 2009 the Division 
of Pensions issued a letter in response to the scope stating “It’s 
the division’s practice to only comment on the provisions of the 
contract in its entirety”.  The commission confirmed the award of 
the arbitrator on September 24, 2009 making no changes to the 
arbitrator’s award.  He said that today is the last day that the 
Borough should be honoring the PERC award.  It came to his 
attention that the governing body has decided to send another 
letter requesting a response from the Department of Treasury, with 
regard to the pension ability of the holiday fold-in pay.  He 
believes that this issue has been addressed previously and the 
Mayor and Council’s decision is a tactic to further delay the 
award and cause the PBA to file a claim against the Borough in 
Superior Court.  The delay is impeding the retirement of many 
officers and supervisors.  Members of the PBA have been advised 
that it’s not in their best interest to retire while there is an 
unsettled contract.  The hiring and promotion freeze that the 
Borough has put into place will not yield a substantial savings to 
the Borough until the officers retire.  The PBA feels that the 
award of the contract is fair and equitable to the Borough’s 



taxpayers.  Further delay of the award will not only cost more to 
the taxpayers in legal fees but will also reduce the overall 
morale of a very loyal and professional Police Department.  He 
thanked the Mayor and Council for their time. 
 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 
Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the public 
hearing was closed with regard to this matter. 
 
  Mr. Pohan stated that the Police Department is excellent, but 
it’s a well compensated department, and the settlement on the 
table would continue to make the Police Department one of the best 
compensated departments.  There is a loyalty to the Police 
Department as well as to all of the other employees and to all of 
the Borough’s taxpayers who bear the burden of the Mayor and 
Council’s financial decisions.  The folding in of the holiday pay  
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into the pension system is something that he respectively 
disagrees with.  He found the arbitrator’s reasoning in support of 
the decision to be ill conceived.  There is an obligation to the 
other employees who do not have the potential folding in of 
holidays.  He believes a uniform standard needs to be maintained 
during these difficult economic times.  He spoke to the Borough’s 
hiring freeze as well as the reduced fees the Borough’s 
professionals are receiving including the governing body freezing  
its own salary.  He would like to see this matter settled, but his 
respectful disagreement with the Police Department and his less 
disrespectful disagreement with the arbitrator’s award causes him 
to vote yes on tonight’s resolution. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer stated that the governing body has to answer to 
the taxpayers.  He was not on the governing body when the contract 
talks began, but he also feels that the holiday fold-in pay is 
extraordinary and does not believe it’s in the best interests of 
the taxpayers.  
 
 Mr. Goldberg stated that he has been involved with a lot of 
police negotiations and he has never seen it get to this point.  
He’s sorry that it has gotten to this point, but the taxpayers 
have to be taken care of and with the difficult economy, he’s in 
support of the resolution. 
 
 Mr. Sargenti stated that all of the reasons previously 
mentioned by his colleagues along with the difficult economy lead 
him to also support the resolution. 
 
 Ms. Kasofsky stated her colleagues have said exactly what she 
feels and she also will support the resolution. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that he holds the Police Department in 
high regard and esteem and he thanked them for their professional 
work, but there are a lot of people who are struggling through 
these difficult times.  He believes the arbitrator’s award was a 
little far reaching.  In consideration of the taxpayers he’s also 
in support of the resolution. 
 
 There being no further discussion the Resolution was approved 
on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that there is no one more troubled 
about the arbitration process reaching this point than him.  The 
Borough did not want to go to arbitration as it wanted to continue 
with negotiations.  He begged and implored the Police Department 



to accept a reasonable offer.  These are the most trying times 
since the Great Depression.  Hiring freezes were put in place and 
somehow it became a mechanism to justify the arbitration award.  
He spoke to the different initiatives the Borough has undertaken 
to alleviate financial pressures.  He said the final offer of 4% 
per year for four years was reasonable.  If circumstances were 
different this situation would be different.  He added that no one 
is immune to this economy.  A day does not go by where Borough 
employees are asking him if they are going to have their jobs or 
if there are going to be furloughs.  Presently, there are not 
going to be layoffs or furloughs due to the initiatives that have 
been undertaken.  Under these tough circumstances an offer of 4% 
for four years continues to be a fair and equitable offer.  He 
supports his colleagues and stated that it’s regrettable that this 
situation is where it’s at presently.  He closed by stating that 
the Borough is not concerned with just one agency, but with the 
entire community as a whole. 
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R-1 - Authorizing Settlement of All Claims and Violations to Date  
Concerning the Property Located at 2175 Lemoine Avenue  
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING  
  THE EXECUTION OF A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT FOR BUILDING  
  AND FIRE CODE VIOLATIONS AT 2175 LEMOINE AVENUE  

 
WHEREAS, the property located at 2175 Lemoine Avenue (the 

“Property”) has accrued penalties relating to building and fire 
code violations in the Borough of Fort Lee (the “Borough”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough, in consultation with the inspections 
and the Borough Attorney, has determined that it is in the 
Borough’s best interest to settle this matter and avoid the time 
and expense of further protracted litigation; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Property Owner and the Borough desire to enter 
into a full and final settlement in the amount of $50,000.00 and 
in accordance with a settlement agreement with terms that are 
acceptable to the Borough Attorney for all building and fire code 
violations to date, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that 
the Borough hereby authorizes the Mayor or Borough Administrator 
to execute the appropriate settlement documents with the property  
in the amount of $50,000.00 and having terms that are acceptable 
to the Borough Attorney. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri  
 
  
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission 
wiil be holding a symposium on October 17th at the Fort Lee 
Historic Park in the afternoon with regard to the showing of the 
first sound movie of “Alice in Wonderland” that was made in the 
Borough in 1931.  
 
 He announced that on October 22nd at the Fort Lee Public 



Library the Film Commission will be showing films that were made 
in Fort Lee.  The first showing will be “Before Hollywood, There 
Was Fort Lee”.  On October 29th the movie will be “The Court of 
Life” which was made in 1909.  Other films being shown throughout 
the fall are “The Dentist”, “The Pharmacist” and “The Barber 
Shop”, which were made in the early 1930’s and starred W.C. 
Fields. 
 
 He stated that the television show “Law and Order” will again 
be filming in the Borough next week. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – offered his congratulations to all of the 
recipients who received awards tonight. 
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Councilman Goldberg – announced that the United Homeowners will be 
hosting their Council candidate’s night on Wednesday, October 14th 
at the Lewis F. Cole Middle School.  The event begins at 7:30 p.m. 
and refreshments will be served. 
 
 On behalf of the Mayor and Council he offered his condolences 
to the family of Sam Lipp who passed away on October 6th.  Sam was 
a World War II Veteran who landed on Normandy.  He was also past 
commander of the Jewish War Veterans and he was the Executive 
Director of the Hudson County Red Cross.  He was also a longtime 
Fort Lee Democratic County Committee person. 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced that the 15th Annual Fort Lee 
Health Fair will be held on Saturday, October 24th at the Jack 
Alter Fort Lee Community Center from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Preventive health shots and many health screenings will be 
offered.  People must pre-register with the Health Department.  
The swine flu shot is not being offered at the health fair. 
 
Councilman Cervieri – also offered his congratulations to all the 
people who were honored tonight.   
 
 He announced that this Sunday the annual Fort Lee Senior 
Picnic will be held at the Fort Lee High School Parking Lot 
commencing at 1:00 p.m.  
 
 He stated that the Borough’s streetscape program was started 
to encourage private property owners to improve their properties.  
He acknowledged the Fort Lee Hardware Store on Main Street for the 
great improvement they made to their store which vastly improved 
the view north and south on Main Street. 
 
Mr. Grant – stated that on Monday, October 12th the Borough will 
be closed for Columbus Day. 
 
 He added that on Tuesday, October 13th is the last day to 
register voters for the November 3rd General Election.  The 
Borough Clerk’s Office will be opened until 9:00 p.m. 
  
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Cliff Gold            .Fire Watch Program         Mayor Sokolich        
555 North Ave.  
 



      .Proposals Received for     Mayor Sokolich 
                        Redevelopment Area 5 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:50 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                           Thursday, September 10, 2009 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilwoman Kasofsky 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 1, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich reminded everyone that with the students back 
in school to please drive safely.  He wished all the students a 
good, successful and healthy upcoming school year. 
 
 He stated that the Borough is still digesting and reviewing 
the Requests for Proposals (RFP’s) recently received for 
Redevelopment Area 5 (Centuria).  Four responses were received.  
Two respondents proposed to develop the entire tract and the other 
two respondents proposed to develop the east and west parcels 
separately.  Currently, the submissions which are voluminous in 
nature are still being reviewed.  The Borough is committed to a 



transparent and diligent review process.  He believes the 
preliminary review is close to completion; thereafter, he and the 
governing body members under the direction of Mr. Cohen will be 
dealing with the developers directly to get some specific 
questions answered with regard to their proposals 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 13, 2009 
Executive Session were approved with Councilman Sargenti 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council, and 
carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 13, 2009 Regular  
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Meeting were approved with Councilman Sargenti abstaining. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2009-32 - Amending Chapter 410, Zoning, Article XII, 
Signage and Facades 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-32 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 410 ZONING OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 8, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-33 -Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking, Starting at Main Street and Continuing 255 Feet South  
on Both Sides of Maple Street 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-33 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE 
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED NO PARKING,” was introduced 
and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 8, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-34 - Amending Chapter 55, by Establishing Section 
28, Entitled “Fire Watch Program” 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2009-34 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 55 FIRE DEPARTMENT, OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE BY ADDING 
SECTION 55-28 ENTITLED FIRE WATCH PROGRAM,” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 8, 
2009. 
 
 



Ordinance #2009-35 – Bond Ordinance for Firefighting Equipment - 
$225,000.00  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2009-35 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT IN AND BY 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $225,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$213,750 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call and was 
scheduled for October 8, 2009. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance #2009-28 - Amending Chapter 261, Land Use Procedures, 
Appendixes A,B,C Which are Checklists for Development  
Applications, Fees and Escrow Funds and Establishing an  
Environmental Questionnaire 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-28 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 261 LAND 
USE PROCEDURES, APPENDIX A, CHECKLISTS FOR DEVELOPMENT 
APPLICATIONS, APPENDIX B, FEES AND ESCROW FUNDS AND ESSTABLISHING 
APPENDIX C, ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE”.  
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if the ordinance has 
to be complied with by the Fort Lee Board of Education or any 
other type of public entity. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that the questionnaire applies to all 
applications which also incorporates one and two-family homes.  
Responses for one and two-family homes would be much less then the 
response needed for a large commercial property. 
 
 Mr. Cohen added that school construction is controlled by the 
State of New Jersey where there are separate plan reviews and 
inspection procedures in place.  They work with the local 
authority, but the State would have final jurisdiction with a 
school construction project. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
  
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-16. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 



authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $14,261,781.40 
Capital                                           78,198.43   
Road Improvement Plan                                664.00 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    7,599.20 
Trip Admissions                                   12,367.20      
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         32,703.88 
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Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                                n/a 
Redemption Account                                 4,102.05 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   12,613.18 
Police Justice                                     3,236.95 
 
Total:                                       $14,413,266.29 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for John C. Klein for 
Fire Company #2 and Jr. Auxiliary Application for Lewis Kim for 
Fire Company #4 
 
 The firefighter application for John C. Klein for Fire 
Company #2 and the Jr. Auxiliary application for Lewis Kim for 
Fire Company #4 were approved. 
 
 
CA-3 -  Authorizing the Hiring of Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department – Termination Date December 31st 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
Appointments (available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) are 
part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of September 
1, 2009 and a termination date of December 31, 2009. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Bank of America, at 2088 Lemoine Avenue, Block 5351, Lot 5, vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2008-2010 
 



WHEREAS, Bank of America is the ground lessee and taxpayer of 
property located at 2088 Lemoine Avenue, also known as Block 5351, 
Lot 5; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Bank filed tax appeals against the Borough of 
Fort Lee in a matter entitled Bank of America vs. Borough of Fort 
Lee, which are presently pending in the Tax Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 
Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary  
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in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Bank of 
America vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket Numbers 002882-08 
and 006451-09, so that the assessments for tax years 2008 and 2009 
will remain at $1,556,000; and that the assessments for tax years 
2008 and 2009 will remain at $1,556,000; and that the assessment 
for tax year 2010 will be reduced from $1,556,000 to $1,456,000; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Purchase of Computer Equipment for the Police  
Department from Hewlett-Packard, Omaha, Nebraska, Through State 
Contract #A70262 - $35,602.00 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Police Department is 
desirous of purchasing various computer equipment so as to upgrade 
its information technology infrastructure; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the computer equipment is available from Hewlett-
Packard Public Sector Sale via New Jersey State Contract #A70262; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $21,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the purchase of the various 
computer equipment from Hewlett-Packard Public Sector Sales, 10810 
Farnam Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 68100, in the amount of $35,602.00; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through the 
Police Department’s Law Enforcement Technology Equipment Grant. 



 
 
CA-6 - Accepting Boswell’s Proposal for Construction Engineering 
and Inspection Services for Roadway Improvements to North Avenue – 
Fee Not to Exceed $15,000 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 
perform construction engineering and inspection services related 
to the installation of improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street 
in the Borough; and 
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 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 
professional engineering services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated August 11, 2009, (Available in the Office of the Borough 
Clerk) ; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional construction 
engineering and inspection services related to the installation of 
improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Boswell at a cost of $15,000, which amount is below 
the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 
contract is exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the performance of 
construction engineering and inspection services related to the 
installation of improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street in the 
Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 



operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional construction engineering and inspection services 
related to the installation of improvements to North Avenue and 
8th Street in the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated 
August 11, 2009, attached hereto and made a part hereof, and the 
terms and provisions of an agreement by and between Boswell and the 
Borough for the provision of services as the Borough Engineer, in 
an amount of $15,000 to be billed on a time and material basis. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice  
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to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published if 
necessary, and this resolution must be available for public 
inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-7 - Awarding Bid to English Paving, Clifton, New Jersey for  
Roadway Improvements to North Avenue and Eighth Street –
$197,119.45 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION OF  
       IMPROVEMENTS TO NORTH AVENUE AND 8TH STREET 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the provision of 
improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision of improvements to North Avenue 
and 8th Street in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 11, 2009, bids were received in response 
to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following bidders:  
 
  English Paving Company, Inc. Base  $162,774.77 
  Clifton, New Jersey   Alt. A  $  34,344.68 
     
  AJM Contractors, Inc.   Base  $166,515.00   
              Clifton, New Jersey   Alt. A  $  34,918.53 
 
  Smith-Sondy Asphalt Constr. Co Base  $191,658.30 



  Wallington, New Jersey  Alt. A  $  44,132.00 
   
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by English Paving Co., Inc. (“English”) is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that English 
constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 
provision of improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the provision of improvements to North Avenue and 8th 
Street in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that English Paving Co., Inc., 650 Route 
46 West, Clifton, New Jersey, is the lowest responsible and 
complying bidder and is awarded the contract for the provision of 
improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street in the Borough under 
the base bid and alternate “A” in the amount of $197,119.45; in 
accordance with the applicable bid documents and specifications; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with English Paving for the 
provision of improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street in the 
Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision of 
improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street in the Borough; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, to be the  
Hearing Officer With Regard to Two Appeals for the Denial of a 
Taxi/Limousine Driver’s License and a Taxi Owner’s License 
 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING PEGGY THOMAS AS HEARING OFFICER  
FOR TAXI/LIMOUSINE LICENSE DENIAL DUE PROCESS HEARINGS 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee will conduct a due process 

appeal hearing on September 22, 2009 to review the denial of 
taxi/limousine licenses in the Borough for and at the respective 
request of Mr. Justin A. Sasso and Mr. Adolphus B. King; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body desires to have the Business 

Administrator Peggy Thomas, act as a hearing officer for the 
appeals and write a report with recommendations to the Governing 
Body on how to proceed, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that Peggy Thomas is hereby appointed hearing 
officer for the respective hearings for the denial of 
taxi/limousine license applications and will provide a report with 
recommendations to the Governing Body in a timely fashion. 

 
 
CA-9 -  Approving Renewal of Liquor Licenses for Hae H. Kim at 799 



Abbott Boulevard and Picco Inc at 1296 Palisade Avenue 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that plenary retail consumption licenses for the year 2009/2010 
be issued to applicants listed below for premises designated 
opposite their respective names for the distribution or sale of 
alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 
 
0219-33-046-009   HAE H. KIM        SIKGAEK RESTAURANT 
0219-33-001-009   PICCO INC.    DURI 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
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CA-10 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Mac-On Inc.,   
(Pocket License) for 2009-2010 
 

WHEREAS, on September 1, 2009  a Special Ruling was granted 
from the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control, to permit consideration of liquor license renewal for a 
plenary retail consumption license for the two-year period of 2009-
2010 and 2010-2011 as indicated on the special ruling; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the renewal application for 2009-2010 has been filed 
in the Borough Clerk's Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall be 
renewed for the licensing year 2009-2010. 
 
Special  Liquor License # Licensee 
Ruling Date 
      
9/1/2009  0219-33-040-009  MAC-ON INC. 
 
    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the 
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Abandonment of Club Liquor License for Fort  
Lee Engine Co. #1 – Liquor License #0219-31-056-001 
 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee Engine Co. #1 (0219-31-056-001) a club 
liquor license, wishes to abandon their liquor license in a letter 
sent by the Fort Lee Fire Department Engine Company #1 and 
received in the Office of the Borough Clerk on August 27, 2009; 
and 
 
     WHEREAS, a requirement of the New Jersey State, Division of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control, is that the governing body of a 
municipality must authorize an enabling resolution to abandon a 
liquor license, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, has no objection to the abandonment of Fort 
Lee Engine Co. #1 (0219-31-056-001) club liquor license effective 
September 10, 2009; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall submit a  



certified copy of the resolution to the New Jersey State, Division 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 
 
 
CA-12 - Approving the Fort Lee Fire Department to Conduct Fire  
Service “Certified” Training as Recognized and Sanctioned by the 
New Jersey Division of Fire Safety 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE APPROVING THE  
       FORT LEE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO CONDUCT FIRE SERVICE  
       “CERTIFIED” TRAINING RECOGNIZED AND ANCTIONED BY THE  
       NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has created a voluntary 
program to certify firefighters; and 
 
 
Regular Meeting                                 September 10, 2009 
                                                          Page #10 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
reviewed, discussed and voted to participate in the State’s 
program, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
 
 The governing body appoints the Borough of Fort Lee Fire 
Chief to sign any documents necessary to implement the Firefighter 
Certification Program. 
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing the Borough’s Participation in the Middlesex 
Regional Cooperative Purchasing System 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.40A:11-11(5), specifically authorizes two or 
more contracting units to establish a Cooperative Pricing System 
for the provision and performance of goods and services and enter 
into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement for its administration; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the MIDDLESEX REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 
COMMISSION is conducting a voluntary Cooperative Pricing System 
with other contracting units; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Cooperative Pricing System is to effect 
substantial economies in the provision and performance of goods and 
services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, all parties hereto have approved the within Agreement 
by Resolution in accordance with the aforesaid statute; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the desire of all parties to enter into such 
Agreement for said purposes, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes to 
entering into an agreement with the Middlesex Regional Educational 
Services Commission so as to participate in the Middlesex Regional 
Education Cooperative Pricing System; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and/or Borough 
Administrator shall execute the cooperative pricing system 
agreement which the Borough promises to follow the covenants, terms 
and conditions set forth in the agreement. 

 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing the Borough to Enter Into a Services Agreement  



With Rutgers University to Prepare a Comprehensive Strategy/Energy 
Plan for the Borough  
 
   A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO  
   ENTER INTO A SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH RUTGERS UNIVERSITY TO 
   PREPARE A COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY/ENERGY PLAN FOR THE BOROUGH  
   OF FORT LEE 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has submitted a preliminary 
application for an Energy Efficiency and Conservation block grant 
through the U.S. Department of Energy; and 
 
     WHEREAS, a requirement for complete application is the 
preparation and submission of a Comprehensive Conservation 
Strategy/Energy Plan; and 
 
 
Regular Meeting                                 September 10, 2009 
                                                          Page #11 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is desirous of entering into  
an agreement with RUTGERS to provide services to complete a 
Comprehensive Conservation Strategy/Energy Plan on the Borough’s 
behalf; and 
 
     WHEREAS, RUTGERS has the expertise and facilities to provide 
such services in accordance with the attach “Scoop of Services”, 
(available in the Office of the Borough’s Assistant Engineer) for 
a fee not to exceed $20,000, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Mayor, Mark J. Sokolich, to 
enter into an agreement with RUTGERS, The State University to 
complete the aforementioned scope of services at a fee not to 
exceed $20,000. 
 
 
CA-15 - Authorizing the Borough’s Continued Participation With the  
State of New Jersey Juvenile Justice Commission Program for the 
Police Department’s Stationhouse Adjustment Grant  
  

A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF  
NEW JERSEY IN A JUVENILE JUSTICE COMMISSION PROGRAM 
 
WHEREAS, the Juvenile Justice Commission (JJC) is responsible 

for implementation of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention Act of 1974, as amended; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee on behalf of the Fort Lee 

Police Department wishes to apply to JJC for funds in connection 
with a project entitled Stationhouse Adjustment Grant; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has 

reviewed said application and finds approval thereof to be in the 
best interests of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen; and 

 
WHEREAS, said project is a joint project between the State of 

New Jersey (JJC) and Borough of Fort Lee for the purposes therein 
described, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, on behalf of the Fort Lee Police 
Department (1) that as a matter of public policy the Borough’s 
Police Department wishes to participate with the State of New 
Jersey (JJC) to the greatest extent possible; (2) that the 
Juvenile Justice Commission (JJC) be requested to accept said 
application on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee/Bergen County; 
and (3) that the appropriate fiscal officer shall accept the funds 



in connection with said project from the JJC and make 
disbursements in accordance with said application. 
 
 
CA-16 - Awarding Contract and Authorizing Payment to Geoffrey  
Castello & Company, Inc., Glen Rock, New Jersey, to Make Repairs 
to the Front Steps of Borough Hall - $9,160.00  
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO GEOFFREY CASTELL0 &  
  COMPANY, INC. FOR THE PROVISION OF REPAIR SERVICES TO  
  THE FRONT STAIRS AT BOROUGH HALL 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to award a contract to a qualified company for the 
provision of repair services to the front stairs at the Borough 
Hall; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received a 
proposal from Geoffrey Castello & Company, Inc. (“Castello”) 139 
Harristown Road, #100, Glen Rock, New Jersey 07452-3304 for the  
provision of repair services to the front stairs at the Borough 
Hall; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes the purchase of any goods or 
services whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold without 
public advertising for bids and bidding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposal from Castello offers to provide the 
required services for the amount of $9,160.00; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough, having 
reviewed and considered the proposal, desire to authorize the 
repair of the front stairs at the Borough Hall in the Borough by 
Castello in the amount of $9,160.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the repair of the front stairs at the Borough Hall 
will be performed by Castello that is below the threshold of 
$17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is exempt from 
the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 
provision of repair services to the front stairs at  the Borough 
Hall and such services are necessary to ensure the safety of the 
Borough Hall and Borough citizens,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that Castello is awarded a contract for the provision of 
repair services to the front stairs at the Borough Hall in 
accordance with its proposal, dated August 13, 2009, in the amount 
of $9,160.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 
competitive bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the 
goods or services does not exceed the bidding threshold; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Castello for the provision 
of repair services to the front stairs at the Borough Hall; and  
 



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision of repair 
services to the front stairs at  Borough Hall; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the provision of repair services 
to the front stairs at the Borough Hall is necessary to ensure the 
safety of the Borough Hall and Borough citizens; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract as may be required by applicable law.  
 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-4 and CA-7. 
 
 Ms. Thomas responded to both of her questions. 
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     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-16) was  
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-1 – Amending Capital Budget  
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2009 was 
adopted on the 14th day of May, 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 
section, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 
amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2009 
Budget be made: 
 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2009) 
    
         Capital     Grants in            To Be 
                   Estimated      Improvement     Aid and          Debt          Funded In 
Project #2009-1     Total Cost       Fund         Other Funds     Authorized     Future Years 
  
 
 
Total All Projects   9,200,000      115,000        1,884,000      2,201,000       5,000,000       
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2009-2014 
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 
                       Funding Amounts Per Year       
 
Project #2009-1   Estimated Total   Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 
                    Cost                Year    Year      Year       Year     Year      Year 
                                        2009    2010      2011       2012     2013      2014 
 
 
Total All Projects   9,200,000        4,200,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2009-2014 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  
       Estimated     Capital  Grants in Aid  Bonds and Notes 
Project           Total Cost    Improvement    and Other        General     
                                     Fund            Funds 



 
 
Total All Projects     9,200,000     365,000      1,884,000        6,951,000 
 
 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2009) 
 
      Capital Grants in                 To Be 
       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Aid and      Debt          Funded In 
Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Other Funds  Authorized     Future Years 
 
Acquisition   2009-5       225,000      11,250                     213,750 
 Of Firefighting Equipment 
 
Total All Projects       9,425,000     126,250      1,884,000     2,414,750      5,000,000 
          
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2009-2014 
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 

 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project    Project    Estimated  Estimated   Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 
              #       Total Cost Completion   Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 
                                  Time        2009     2010    2011   2012   2013   2014 
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Acquisition  2009-5    225,00     2009      225,000 
 of Firefighting Equip             
                                                             
Total All Projects     9,425,000           4,425,000  1,000,000 Each Year for 2010-2014 

 
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2009-2014 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 
  Estimated Total Capital  Grants in Aid    Bonds and Notes 
Project        Cost          Improvement     and Other          General 
                               Fund           Funds 
 
2009-5         225,000       11,250                              213,750 
 
Total All    9,425,000       376,250       1,884,000           7,164,750 
Projects 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 
resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 
Local Government Services. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Mayor Sokolich  - stated that the Fire Department will be holding 
a 9/11 memorial service this Friday evening at Fireman’s Park at 
6:30 p.m.  He added that tomorrow is the anniversary of one of the 
greatest tragedies in the history of the country.  He encouraged 
everyone to attend the memorial service.   
 
 
Councilman Pohan - stated that the final movie from the “Movies 
Under the Stars” series will conclude at Constitution Park on 
Wednesday evening, September 16th with a showing of the 1939 movie 
“The Wizard of Oz”. 
 
 He said that the “Music Under the Stars” series at the Jack 
Alter Fort Lee Community Center continues with the Party Dolls 
this Saturday evening.  On Monday, September 14th the Duprees will 
be taking to the outdoor stage for the final summer show at the 
Community Center this year.  Both shows begin at 7:30 p.m.  If it 
rains for either event the shows will take place indoors in the 
Community Center. 



 
 He stated that on Saturday, October 17th, there will be a 
showing of the first movie version of “Alice in Wonderland” which 
was made in Fort Lee in the 1930’s.  The film will be shown at the 
Fort Lee Historic Park auditorium. 
  
 He stated that the Fort Lee Film Commission will begin its 
fall festival “Cliffhanger” series on Thursday, October 22nd at the 
Fort Lee Public Library.  There will be a new film for four 
consecutive Thursdays.  All the films/shorts being shown were made 
in the Borough and all films will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
  
 
Councilman Sohmer – noted that “Art in the Park” sponsored by the  
Fort Lee Artist’s Guild in conjunction with the Borough’s Cultural 
Affairs Office will be held in Monument Park this Saturday from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  The rain date is Sunday, if necessary.  
He stated that there is a lot of great art to be seen. 
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 He stated that there will be a “Clambake on the Hudson” at 
the Alpine Boat Basin on Saturday, October 10th which proceeds 
will go to the Thomas Paine statue fund.  The cost is $25.00 for 
adults and children under the age of 12 will be admitted for  
free.  There will be food, music and dancing at the event.   
 
 He added that there will be another fundraiser for the Thomas 
Paine statue fund on Friday, November 13th at the Kearny House at 
the Alpine Boat Basin in Alpine at 7:00 p.m.  There will be 
colonial music, drink and song.  Tickets are $25.00 for which 
there are only a limited number of tickets available.  For ticket 
information for this and the Clambake call 201-592-3663. 
 
 He wished everyone a Happy Rosh Hashanah. 
 
  
 
Councilman Goldberg – announced that on Sunday, October 4th the 
Fourth Annual Tour de Fort Lee will be held.  It consists of 
either a twelve mile bicycle ride or a two mile walk.  It’s 
sponsored by the Fort Lee Education Foundation (FLEF).  Entry fees 
are $15.00 for families or $10.00 per person.  The cost for 
registering after September 28th is $20.00.  Registration will 
take place at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center beginning 
at 7:00 a.m. with the bike and walking events commencing at 9:00 
a.m.  Additional information for the tour can be found at 
www.flef.org.   
 
 
  
Councilman Sargenti – stated that with the kids back in school and 
organized sports taking place at all levels in the Borough that 
motorists should be very aware when they are driving.   
 
 He stated that this Saturday on Riverdale Drive  
and Abbott Boulevard at 11:00 a.m. the Police Department will be 
dedicating a memorial in honor of Police Officer William Birch who 
was killed in the line of duty.  
 
 He stated that the Fort Lee Recreation Department’s 
Recreation fall class bulletin is now available at the Recreation 
Center and Borough Hall.  Registration for classes will be on 
September 21st and September 22nd from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Recreation Department on Eighth Street. 
 
 



 
Councilman Cervieri – offered his condolences on behalf of the 
Mayor and Council to Frank Patti, on the loss of his mother.  Her 
funeral service was held earlier today. 
 
 
   
Mayor Sokolich – expanded on Mr. Sargenti’s report by stating that 
the memorial dedication this Saturday being held by the Police 
Department is in fact a re-location of the William Birch Memorial 
which has been at the Recreation Department for a number of years.  
Earlier in the year the Borough re-dedicated a portion of 
Federspiel Street in honor of William Birch, a police officer, who 
was brought up on Federspiel Street, who lost his life in the line 
of duty in the Borough in 1966.  The new memorial which was 
constructed in-house is more visible and will be the permanent 
home to the memorial.  He urged residents to come out to attend 
the dedication ceremony and to remember the sacrifice Police 
Officer Birch made to the Borough.  
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 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject           Response 
 
Peter J. Klymasz      Garbage Collection/Recycling Bid 
Future Sanitation      Believes His Company Should 
 Inc.                  Be Awarded the Bid as Lowest 
385 Cranberry Road     Compliant Bidder 
Farmingdale, NJ 
 
Tom Meyers            Art’s Component – Potential Use 
1450 Palisade Ave.     of Sales Trailer on Property 
                       Currently Owned by Tucker 
                       Development 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:40 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                              Thursday, August 13, 2009 @7:30 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 1, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3.  On August 10, 2009, a copy of said change in the 
scheduled starting time was posted at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey.  On the same date, copies of the change in meeting 
time were also mailed to all persons who have requested same and 
who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the 
cost of providing notice. 
 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that July 31st was a historic day in 



the Borough.  It was the deadline date for responses for the 
Request for Proposals (RFP) for Redevelopment Area 5.  Four 
proposals were received.  Two proposals were for the entire 
parcel, one proposal was for the east parcel and one proposal was 
for the west parcel.  The executive summaries with each of the 
proposals are available in the Borough Clerk’s office.  There is a 
ton of information in the proposals.   The Borough has just 
started the review process.  There is no opinion at this point 
whether any of the proposals are good or bad.  It’s going to be a 
very transparent process.  The Borough is not obligated under the 
RFP process to select any of the proposals submitted. If it’s 
decided collectively that none of the proposals are in the best 
interest of the Borough then no one could be potentially selected.  
He’s hopeful that will not be the ultimate conclusion, but the 
Borough does have the right to reject all of the submissions that 
were submitted.  He added that it’s very important not to select 
the wrong developer and that if someone is selected that they are 
qualified to build the project in a way the Borough envisions it.   
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He closed by saying that he along with the governing body and 
the professional review team are just starting its review of the 
RFP’s and everyone is enthusiastically approaching the assignment.  
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 11, 2009 
Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 16, 2009 
Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 23, 2009 
Regular Meeting were approved. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2009-28 - Amending Chapter 261, Land Use Procedures, 
Appendixes A, B & C Checklists for Development Applications, Fees  
and Escrow Funds and Establishing an Environmental Questionnaire 
 
 Mr. Grant stated that the Planning Board has not had a chance 
to review the ordinance yet. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing relative to Ord. #2009-28 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 261 LAND USE PROCEDURES, 
APPENDIX A, CHECKLISTS FOR DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS, APPENDIX B, 
FEES AND ESCROW FUNDS AND ESTABLISHING APPENDIX C, ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUESTIONNAIRE OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE” was postponed until September 10, 2009. 
 
  
Ordinance #2009-29 – Vacating a Portion of Euclid Road 
  
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Council President Sohmer chaired this portion of the meeting. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 



Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-29 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF EUCLID ROAD 
IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 NAY: Councilman Sohmer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
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Ordinance #2009-30 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of Handicapped Parking Spaces by 319 Slocum Way and 1176 
14th Street 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-30 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, 
SECTIONS 14 AND 69, SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-31 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking From a Point 580 Feet South of the Southern Curb Line 
of Myrtle Avenue for a Distance of 980 Feet South Along the West  
Curb 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-31 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE, ENTITLED NO PARKING.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, complained that the Borough 
continues to take away street parking even though, she understood 
that the additional prohibited street parking footage being taken 
away from the Borough’s current ordinance was approved by the 
Police Department for safety reasons. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 



Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-14, except 
for CA-11 which was removed from the consent agenda before the 
regular meeting commenced. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $9,413,807.10 
Capital                                          539,278.98 
Road Improvement Plan                             75,572.12 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
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Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,035.00 
Trip Admissions                                    8,578.45 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         10,331.50 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             125.00 
Redemption Account                                      n/a 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                      200.00 
Police Justice                                    32,813.11 
 
Total:                                       $10,083.741.26 
 

 
CA-2 - Authorizing Wachovia/Wells Fargo Bank as an Additional  
Depository for the Borough  

 
WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 

designate a depository or depositories for it monies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee has recommended that the following bank be named as an 
additional depository: 
 
     Wachovia/Wells Fargo, Fort Lee, NJ 
           
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named bank is hereby designated 
as a depository for the Borough of Fort Lee for 2009. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Purchase of Twenty (20) Info-Cop Client  
Software Packages from GTBM Inc., East Rutherford, New Jersey for 
the Police Department Through State Contract #69834 - $24,000  
 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 
Twenty (20) Info-Cop Client Software Packages for use in the 



Police Department’s vehicles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the computers are available through GTBM Inc., via 
New Jersey State Contract #69834; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $21,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to  
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purchase the aforementioned software equipment by purchase order 
from GTBM Inc, P.O. Box 305, 351 Paterson Avenue, East Rutherford, 
New Jersey 07073, in the amount of $24,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through the 
Police Department’s Law Enforcement Technology Equipment Grant. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Purchase of Sixteen (16) Panasonic Toughbook  
Notebook Computers with Accessories From CDW Government Inc., 
Vernon Hills, Illinois, for the Police Department Through State 
Contract #67176 - $104,222.00 
 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 
sixteen (16) Panasonic Toughbook 30 Notebook Computers with 
Accessories; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the computers are available through CDW Government 
Inc, via New Jersey State Contract #67176; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $21,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to 
purchase the aforementioned computer equipment by purchase order 
from CDW Government Inc, 230 North Milwaukee Avenue, Vernon Hills, 
Illinois, 60061 in the amount of $104,222.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 



certified that funds are available for this purchase through the 
Police Department’s Law Enforcement Technology Equipment Grant. 
 
 
CA-5 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application for Contracted Child Day Care for the Fort Lee 
Assistance and Support Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) - $30,000  
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Home Investment Partnerships (HOME) 
Program Grant in the amount of $30,000.00 has been proposed by the 
Fort Lee Assistance & Support  Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) for 
FSS participants’ Child Day Care Tuition Subsidy in the 
municipality of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
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     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of Fort Lee and the County of Bergen; and 
 
     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 
Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 
     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.   
 
 
CA-6 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for Funds 
for Operating Expenses of the Non-Profit “F.L.A.S.H. Corporation” 
- $30,000 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) 
Program Grant in the amount of $30,000.00 has been proposed by the 
Fort Lee Assistance and Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation, 
for operating funds for (F.L.A.S.H) in the municipality of Fort 
Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 



 
 
CA-7 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant for  
Improvements to the Harry J. Holtje House - $50,000 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Development Grant of $50,000.00 has 
been proposed by the Fort Lee Housing Authority for funds for 
improvements to the Harry J. Holtje House Public Housing 
Buildings, located in the municipality of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
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     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 
Fort Lee hereby confirm endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 
     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.   
 
 
CA-8 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for the 
Lease/Purchase Program of a Single Family Home - $100,000 
 
 WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnership Grant  
in the amount of $100,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 
Assistance & Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation, for FSS 
participants’ Home Ownership, Lease/Purchase Program, in the ; 
municipality of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.  
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Execution of a Developers Agreement Between the 
Borough and Ellery West, LLC for Property Located at 2171-2177 



Edwin Avenue and 481-485-487 West Street, Block 5651, Lots 1, 2, 
10, 11 & 12   
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND ELLERY 
WEST, LLC 
 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Ellery 
West, LLC (“Developer”), for property located at Block 5651, Lots 
1, 2, 10, 11 and 12 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, also know as 2171-2177 Edwin Avenue and 481 – 485 – 487 West 
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey (“Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 
Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough  
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of Fort Lee and the posting of the necessary insurance coverage  
and performance bond; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney and the certificate of insurance has been 
received by the Borough together with a performance bond; and 

 
WHEREAS, proof of insurance for automobile and workers 

compensation coverage must be provided,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 
are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 
the Developer; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that proof of automobile and workers 
compensation insurance coverage must be provided to the 
satisfaction of the Borough Attorney prior to the issuance of a 
builders permit; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be 
maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Execution of a Treatment Works Approval (TWA) 
Application for the State of New Jersey, Department of 
Environmental Protection, for Sanitary Sewer and Storm Drainage 
Improvements to Lawton Avenue  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Cliffside Park identified a need to 
replace various sanitary and stormwater sewers with Cliffside 
Park, including Glen Road, a road that is divided by the municipal 
boundary between the Boroughs; and 
 

WHEREAS, to successfully complete the project, approximately 
100 feet of both sanitary and storm sewers in Glen Road that are 
located within the municipal borders of the Borough of Fort Lee 
would need to be replaced and upgraded; and 

 
WHEREAS, comprehensive review and investigation has been 

conducted by Boswell-McClave Engineering on behalf of the Borough 
of Cliffside Park to support the need and design of the proposed 
improvements; and 

 
WHEREAS, the regional improvements to be constructed by the 

Borough of Cliffside Park will have an overall positive benefit to 



residents of both towns; and 
 
     WHEREAS, in order to install replace and upgrade the existing 
sanitary and storm sewers, a New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Treatment Works Approval is 
required; and 
 
     WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering has prepared a Treatment 
Works Approval (TWA) application prepared on behalf of the Borough 
of Fort Lee, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, 
consents to the submission of a Treatment Works Approval  
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application to the NJDEP for sanitary and storm sewer improvements 
along Glen Road and authorizes the Mayor or Borough Administrator 
to execute same. 
 
 
CA-11 - Approving the Fort Lee Fire Department to Conduct Fire  
Service “Certified” Training as Recognized and Sanctioned by the 
New Jersey Division of Fire Safety 
 
 This item was removed from the consent agenda prior to the 
commencement of tonight’s regular meeting. 
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Rejection of Bid and Authorizing Rebid for a  
Land Rover for the Police Department  
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE REJECTION OF BID AND 
      RE-BIDDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF A LAND ROVER SUV 
  
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase a Land Rover SUV for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, having publicly solicited bids on June 9, 2009 for 
a Land Rover SUV, the Borough received bids on June 19, 2009, from 
the following bidders: 
 
 Land Rover of Parsippany, Inc.   $39,212.00 
 
; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by Land 
Rover of Parsippany, Inc. and determined that Land Rover of 
Parsippany, Inc. failed to submit a bid guarantee, a consent of 
surety, and an acknowledgment of addenda in accordance with the 
material requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 

 
WHEREAS, the failure to submit a bid guarantee, a consent of 

surety, and an acknowledgment of addenda as set forth in the Bid 
Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non-complying 
and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 

WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a bid guarantee, a consent of 
surety, and an acknowledgment of addenda in compliance with the 



requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and non-
waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without any 
possibility of being cured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the bid of Land Rover of Parsippany, Inc. should 
be rejected as non-responsive for failure to comply with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications and in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of purchasing a Land Rover SUV that was the subject of this public 
procurement as this vehicle is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the bid of Land Rover of Parsippany, Inc. shall be  
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and is hereby rejected as non-responsive for failure to comply  
with the requirements of the Bid Specifications and in accordance  
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Purchasing 
Consultant shall be and is hereby directed to re-bid to procure 
services for the furnishing and delivery of a Land Rover SUV 
pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Public Contracts Law as the award of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
RVT Realty, LLC, at 2175 Hudson Terrace, Block 6252, Lot 2, vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2007-2009 
 

WHEREAS, RVT Realty, LLC is the owner of property located at 
2175 Hudson Terrace, also known as Block 6252, Lot 2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled RVT Realty, LLC vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
that the matter be settled at this time, and that such settlement 
is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled RVT 
Realty, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket Numbers 002344-
07 and 003929-08, so that the tax appeals for those years will be 
withdrawn, and the assessments for the years 2007 and 2008 will 
remain $11,335,900; and the assessment for tax year 2009 under 
docket number 001897-09 will be reduced from $11,335,900 to 
$11,150,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 



CA-14 - Approving Firefighter Application for Robert Conti for 
Fire Company #2, Auxiliary Application for David Schader for Fire 
Company #4, Jr. Auxiliary Application for Pablo Balmaseda for Fire 
Company #4 
 
 The firefighter applications for the above listed applicants 
were approved. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-5, CA-8 and 
CA-13. 
 
 Ms. Thomas responded to CA-5 and CA-8.  Ms. Thomas and 
Messrs. Pohan and Sokolich spoke to CA-13. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-14, except  
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for CA-11 which was removed from the consent agenda before the  
meeting began) was approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the Borough’s “Movies Under the 
Stars” series at Constitution Park continues Wednesday, August 
19th, with “The Bride of Frankenstein”.  On Wednesday, September 
2nd, “The Grapes of Wrath” will be shown.  Both movies were made 
in or are about the 1930’s.  The movies commence at 8:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – had no report tonight. 
 
 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – warned residents of e-mails that are being 
sent by people who act like they are from a legitimate bank 
source, but in fact the e-mails are fraudulent.  Anyone who is 
receiving these e-mails should check directly with their banks. 
In general, banks do not ask their website users to go to outside 
links.  He recommended that people do not give out any personal 
information without checking with their bank first. 
 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Fort Lee Public Library is 
offering free library cards and mugs to anyone who is ninety or 
older.  It’s a limited time offer. 
 
 She stated that the Taipei Cultural Office has loaned the 
library a beautiful selection of photographs which are currently 
being displayed in the Atrium Gallery of the library. 
 
 She announced that the Borough’s annual Health Fair is being 
held on Saturday, October 24th at the Jack Fort Lee Community 
Center.  A variety of screenings and services will be offered 
including the original flu shot.  Health Department members 
recently went to a seminar with regard to the Swine Flu.  As the 
Health Fair gets closer more details will be forthcoming on how 
the Borough will be handling Swine Flu inoculations. 
 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that this past weekend St. Rocco’s 



successfully concluded their 80th anniversary festival on Martha 
Washington Way.   
 
 He explained that the free library cards and mugs being given 
by the library for anyone ninety years or older coincides with the 
age of the Fort Lee Public Library which is celebrating its 
ninetieth year. 
 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – stated that he marched in the St. Rocco parade 
this past Sunday.  It’s a great tradition.  It was very a well 
attended event and he praised the event organizers for the job 
that they did hosting the event. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject       Response 
 
Cliff Gold            .Executive Summaries for      Mr. Cohen 
555 North Avenue        RFP’s Received by the       Mayor Sokolich 
                        Borough for Redevelopment   Mr. Pohan 
                        Area 5 – He Requested to 
                        Obtain Additional Information 
 
David Rowan           .Ord #2009-31 Additional No   Mr. Grant 
2329 Hudson Terrace     Parking on Hudson Terrace   Mayor Sokolich 
 
 
Laurence Goldberg     .Ord. #2009-29 Vacating a     Mr. Cohen 
5 Crescent Way          Portion of Euclid Road      Mr. Sohmer 
                                                    Mr. Cervieri 
                                                    Mr. Pohan 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:29 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, July 23, 2009 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
     ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 1, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 2, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich reminded the public that during the summer, 
meetings have been convened amongst the governing body and 
department heads and that everyone is trying to think of new ideas 
and initiatives that will help the quality of life in Fort Lee as 
well as trying to minimize taxes for its residents.   
 
 He updated the public on the requests for proposals that are 
due on Friday, July 31st from potential developers for 
redevelopment area 5 (Centuria).  The proposals will be itemized 
in a way that essentially the Borough is requesting from any 
potential developer.  It’s a detailed document.  It offers 



candidates the opportunity to develop the east parcel, west parcel 
or both parcels combined.  This is the beginning of a long and 
tedious statutory process to pick a replacement redeveloper for 
Town and Country whose rights were previously terminated 
approximately a year ago by the Borough.  Once the responses are 
received on July 31st, the Borough will go through a diligent, 
timely and very thorough review of the proposals.  He believes 
that anyone who complies and submits a response to the Borough 
will be a serious developer.  The plans and financial statements 
of any proposal submitted will be reviewed to make sure that they 
are capable of developing the site.  He stated that one of the 
most important aspects is that the developer’s vision and the 
Borough’s vision are similar.  The goal is for an end product that 
every one will be proud of.  This project is about the commercial 
renaissance of Fort Lee.  He added that another very important 
aspect is to make sure that the Borough does not choose the wrong 
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developer.  When Town and Country was terminated they were on the 
verge of starting the project.  He’s grateful to the Council in 
having the foresight in terminating Town and Country’s interest.  
He stated that if the project had been started he believes the 
Borough would be currently looking at rusty shells of buildings.  
He closed by stating that if none of the responses come close to 
the vision the Borough is looking for then the Borough may not 
choose any developer.  The best developer is going to be picked 
for the project so the end result is in fact accomplishing the 
renaissance of Fort Lee’s commercial areas. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 3, 2009 Executive 
Session were approved unanimously with Councilman Cervieri 
abstaining. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 18, 
2009 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2009-28 - Amending Chapter 261, Land Use Procedures, 
Appendixes A,B,C Which are Checklists for Development  
Applications, Fees and Escrow Funds and Establishing an  
Environmental Questionnaire 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-28 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 261 LAND USE PROCEDURES, APPENDIX A, CHECKLISTS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS, APPENDIX B, FEES AND ESCROW FUNDS AND 
ESTABLISHING APPENDIX C, ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 13, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-29 – Vacating a Portion of Euclid Road 
  

Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 



 
 Council President Sohmer chaired this portion of the meeting.  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-29 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE VACATING 
A PORTION OF EUCLID ROAD IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
August 13, 2009. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
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 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
Ordinance #2009-30 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of Handicapped Parking Spaces by 319 Slocum Way and 1176 
14th Street 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-30 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, SCHEDULE XXIII, 
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED 
PARKING SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 13, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-31 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 
No Parking From a Point 580 Feet South of the Southern Curb Line 
of Myrtle Avenue for a Distance of 980 Feet South Along the West  
Curb 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-31 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE 
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED NO PARKING,” was introduced 
and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 13, 
2009. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2009-26 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of Handicapped Parking Space by VFW Post #2342 Entrance 
at 1646 Center Avenue  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-26 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 



closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-27 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I,  
No Parking From a Point 550 Feet South of the Southern Curbline of 
Myrtle Avenue for a Distance of 984 Feet South  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-27 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF  
FORT LEE, ENTITLED NO PARKING.” 
Regular Meeting                                      July 23, 2009 
                                                           Page #4 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that the Borough 
keeps eliminating street parking which makes it difficult on the  
residents. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that this ordinance is only increasing 
the distance of a current no parking area.  It’s being done to 
create a larger site triangle which will create a much safer 
environment for cars and pedestrians.  It’s a safety initiative. 
  
 Mr. Cervieri stated that the Police Department made the 
request to increase the current distance and that they believe 
that the amendment is needed for safety purposes.  
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-19. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $11,192,779.56 
Capital                                        2,356,690.90 
Road Improvement Plan                            164,010.41 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    7,254.56 
Trip Admissions                                   19,711.08 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         37,741.72 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 



Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,422.71 
Redemption Account                                57,089.12 
School Resource Account                              546.00 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    7,888.14 
Police Justice                                    18,978.87 
 
Total:                                       $13,865,113.07 
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CA-2 - Accepting Auditor’s Report for 2008 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of 
every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books,  
accounts and financial transactions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2008 has 
been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal 
Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received 
by each member of the governing body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board 
of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the 
local fiscal affairs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 
5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each 
municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing 
body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit 
entitled: “Comments and Recommendations; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally 
reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and 
specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments 
and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of 
the governing body attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by 
the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt 
of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and 
have familiarized themselves with, at least the minimum 
requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New 
Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, 
as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local 
Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members 
of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 
52:27BB-52,to wit: 
 
 R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local 
governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or 
refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local 
Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not 



more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not 
more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of 
the  Borough of Fort Lee, hereby states that it has complied with 
N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this 
resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show 
evidence of said compliance.  
 
 
CA-3 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From the Director of Local  
Government Services to Approve a Special Item of Revenue, 2009 
Multi-Jurisdiction Justice Assistance Grant - $11,924 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 
any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when  
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such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 
item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has received $11,924.00 from 
the Borough of Paramus and wishes to amend its 2009 Budget to 
include a portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 
insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2009, 
in the sum of..........................................$11,924.00 
which is now available as a revenue item from: 
   Miscellaneous Revenues 
     Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 
     Written Consent of the Director of Local Government  
     Services: 
       Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 
        Police-Other Expenses  
      Fiscal Year 2009 Multi-Jurisdiction Justice Assistance Grant 
          
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of .......$11,924.00 
be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 
 General Appropriations: 
        (a) Operations excluded from CAPS 
              Programs Offset by Revenues 
               Police—Other Expenses 
      Fiscal Year 2009 Multi-Jurisdiction Justice Assistance Grant 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 
directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 
Director of Local Government Services. 
 
 
CA-4 - Approving Firefighter Application for Rodolfo Romero for  
Fire Co. #4 and Auxiliary Firefighter Applications for Shawn 
Werner for Co. #1 and Orlando Corchado for Co .#4 and Jr. 
Auxiliary Firefighter Applications for David Ha for Co. #1, Reiger 
Morales for Co. #3, and John Gallo, Amira Guerrero and  
Emily Efraimov for Co. #4  
 
 The eight (8) above listed junior auxiliary, auxiliary and 
firefighter applications were approved. 
 



 
CA-5 - Authorizing the Hiring of Alexander Bauer, Richard 
Burchell, Molly Stramberg and Brian Woods as Part-Time  EMT’s for 
the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps - $17.12 Hourly 
 

WHEREAS, there are Emergency Medical Technician vacancies in 
the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps and the Mayor and Council have 
determined that this vacancy should be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Alexander Bauer, Richard Burchell, 
Molly Stramberg, and Brian Woods be hired as part-time Emergency 
Medical Technicians with the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps, with an 
effective date retroactive to July 14, 2009; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional  
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pending certification from the New Jersey Department of  
Personnel.  This position shall be at the wage of $17.12 per hour, 
not to exceed 19.5 hours per week.                 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Six-Month Extension of Maternity Leave for Kate 
Denis, Senior Clerk Typist 
 

WHEREAS, Kate Denis, Senior Clerk Typist, requested and was 
given a six-month maternity leave of absence by the Mayor and 
Council at their December 18, 2008 regular meeting which leave of 
absence began on December 22, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ms. Denis has requested an additional six-month leave 
of absence in a letter dated July 12, 2009, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Ms. Denis’ additional six-month leave of 
absence is hereby authorized with an effective date retroactive to 
June 23, 2009. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to  
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering April 1, 2009 to  
June 30, 2009 - $1,415.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $1,375.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 
union licenses for the period covering April 1, 2009 through June 
30, 2009. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the 
Department of Human Services; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $40.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the period covering April 1, 2009 through June 30, 2009. 
 
 
CA-8 - Approving Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society 
Festival – August 5th - August 9, 2009 at Martha Washington Way 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that consent is granted to the Saint Rocco Italian 
American Mutual Aid Society to conduct their annual feast on 
August 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9, 2009 on Martha Washington Way; and 



 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee shall be 

held harmless from any and all claims which might arise out of the 
St. Rocco festival; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that for any fireworks that St. 

Rocco’s wishes to setoff, a permit must be issued by the Fort Lee 
Fire Prevention Bureau, and that a certificate of insurance naming 
the Borough of Fort Lee as additionally insured be obtained. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewals for 2009-2010 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that plenary retail consumption licenses and plenary  
distribution licenses for the year 2009/2010 be issued to each of 
the applicants listed on the attached pages for premises designated  
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opposite their respective names for the distribution or sale of 
alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 
 
0219-33-007-011   2053 P&S RESTAURANT INC. DAE GA 
 
0219-33-010-008   SUNBICHON RESTAURANT INC    MASIL HOUSE 
 
0219-44-039-005    VIN ROMANEE, LLC           
  (TWO YEAR SPECIAL RULING RECEIVED BY THE BOROUGH JUNE 3, 2008) 
 
0219-33-047-007   JOSEPH R. KERR 
  (ONE YEAR SPECIAL RULING RECEIVED BY THE BOROUGH JULY 20, 2009) 
 
0219-33-048-017   MUSO CAFE INC. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Purchase of a Chemical/Drug Identifier for the 
Police Department from Ahura Scientific, Inc., Wilmington, 
Massachusetts, Through NJ State Contract #A74021 - $42,000 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Police Department is 
desirous of purchasing a first defender chemical/drug identifier; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the chemical/drug identifier is available via New 
Jersey State Contract #A74021; 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $21,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the purchase of (1) XLS First 
Defender Chemical Drug Identifier w/a three (3) year service 
contract from Ahura Scientific, Inc., 46 Jonspin Road, Wilmington, 



Massachusetts 01887, in the amount of $42,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through the 
Police Department’s Technology Grant Fund Account. 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Membership into the New Jersey Sustainable  
Energy Joint Meeting - $600.00  
 

RESOLUTION TO JOIN NEW JERSEY SUBSTAINABLE ENERGY JOINT MEETING 
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     WHEREAS, Local Units of the State of New Jersey are authorized 
to enter into a joint contract to provide for the formation of a  
joint meeting for the joint procurement of natural gas, electricity 
and other forms of energy as permitted by N.J.S.A 40A:65-14 et 
seq.; and  
 
     WHEREAS, the statutes regulating the creation and 
establishment of a Joint Meeting contain a mechanism for local 
units to aggregate their collective energy consumption in order to 
negotiate and contract for energy in a cost-effective, 
environmentally sensitive manner, furthering the public interest 
entrusted to such a Joint Meeting; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that membership in the Joint Meeting is in the best 
interest of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, does hereby resolved and agree to become a 
member in the New Jersey Sustainable Energy Joint Meeting (NJSEM) 
for the purpose of joining with other Local Units in the State to 
aggregate purchasing power of energy so as to achieve financial 
savings and to encourage Local Units to cooperate in seeking ways 
to jointly implement sustainable energy alternatives; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorized to execute 
the Joint Meeting Contract, attached hereto, and that Peggy Thomas, 
Borough Administrator, is hereby designated to represent the Local 
Unit as a member of the State Management Committee of the NJSEM; 
and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorized and 
directed to execute such other documents signifying their 
membership in the NJSEM, and make payment of the Initial Membership 
Fee of $600 as required by the NJSEM’s Bylaws and to deliver same 
to the Executive Director of the NJSEM.  
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Cumberland Farms, at 1641 Bergen Boulevard, Block 3507, Lot 1, vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2006-2008 
 

WHEREAS, Cumberland Farms is the owner of property located at 
1641 Bergen Boulevard, also known as Block 3557, Lot 1; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Cumberland Farms vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 



 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney 
and the Borough Appraiser that the matter be settled at this time, 
and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled 
Cumberland Farms vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 003569-
2006 so that the assessment for tax year 2006 will be reduced from 
$1,886,500 to $1,650,000; under Docket Number 000417-2007, so that 
the assessment for tax year 2007 will be reduced from $1,886,500 
to $1,575,000; and under Docket Number 003253-2008, so that the 
assessment for tax year 2008 will be reduced from $1,886,500 to 
$1,500,000; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-13 - Endorsing Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund and 
Municipal Park Improvement Program for 2009 for Renovations to the 
American Little League Baseball Field at Whitey Lang Park – 
$200,000  
 

BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND 
       MUNICIPAL PARK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
  

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund application in 
the amount of $200,000 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort 
Lee for open space improvements to the American League Little 
League Field at Whitey Lang Park in the municipality of Fort Lee; 
and 
 
   WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, such 
funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by 
the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of Fort Lee, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 
Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body is committed 
to providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Division of Community 
Development so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for a Vehicle for the Fire  
Prevention Bureau 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby 
authorized and directed to advertise for bids or purchase through 
State contract for: 
 
 . One (1) SUV Vehicle for the Fire Prevention Bureau 
 



 
CA-15 - Awarding Bid to Traffic Safety Service L.L.C, South  
Plainfield, New Jersey for Four (4) Portable Changeable Message 
Signs for the Police Department - $54,036.00 
 
     A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
    OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF  
    FOUR PORTABLE MESSAGE SIGNS WITH HYDRAULIC CENTER POSTS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of four 
portable changeable message signs with hydraulic center posts for 
use by Borough Police Department in performing vital municipal 
services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on June 10, 2009, in accordance with the Local  
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Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the purchase of four portable changeable 
message signs with hydraulic center posts; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 1, 2009, bids were received in response to 
the Borough’s public solicitation from the following bidders:  
 
  Traffic Safety Service, LLC    $54,036.00 
 
  Certified Speedometer Service, Inc.  $59,600.00 
 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Traffic Safety Service, LLC is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Traffic Safety 
Service, LLC constitutes the lowest responsible and complying 
bidder for the purchase of four portable changeable message signs 
with hydraulic center posts; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the purchase of four portable changeable message 
signs with hydraulic center posts for use by Borough Police 
Department personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Traffic Safety Service, LLC, 601 
Hadley Road, South Plainfield, New Jersey, is the lowest 
responsible and compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for 
the purchase of four portable changeable message signs with 
hydraulic center posts in accordance with the applicable bid 
documents and specifications in the amount of $54,036; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Traffic Safety Service, LLC 
for the purchase of four portable changeable message signs with 
hydraulic center posts for use by Borough Police Department 
personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the purchase of the four 
(4) portable changeable message signs with hydraulic center posts 
through the Police Department’s Confiscated Funds Account; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the other 



bidder be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-16 - Awarding Contract to American A-1 Waterproofing, Haledon,  
New Jersey for the Provision of Foundation Repairs to Correct 
Below Grade Seepage Problems at Borough Hall – Fee Not to Exceed 
$12,280  
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
      OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO AMERICAN A-1    
      WATERPROOFING FOR THE PROVISION OF FOUNDATION REPAIR  
      SERVICES AT BOROUGH HALL 
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 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to award a contract to a qualified company for the 
provision of foundation repair services at the Borough Hall to  
correct below grade seepage problems; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received a 
proposal from American A-1 Waterproofing (”American A-1”) for the 
provision of foundation repair services at the Borough Hall to 
correct a below grade seepage problems; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for 
bids and bidding therefor, the purchase of any goods or services 
whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposal from American A-1 offers to provide 
the required services for the amount of $12,280.00; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough, having 
reviewed and considered the proposal, desire to authorize the 
foundation repair at the Borough Hall in the Borough by American 
A-1 in the amount of $12,280.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the foundation repair services at the Borough Hall 
to correct below grade seepage problems will be performed by 
American A-1at a cost of $12,280.00, which amount is below the 
threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 
Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is 
exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 
provision of foundation repair services at the Borough Hall to 
correct below grade seepage problems as such services are 
necessary to ensure the safety of the Borough Hall and Borough 
citizens,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that American A-1 is awarded a contract for the provision 
of foundation repair services at the Borough Hall to correct below 
grade seepage problems in accordance with its proposal, dated July 
6, 2009, in the amount of $12,280.00; and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 
competitive bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 



Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the 
goods or services does not exceed the bidding threshold; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with American A-1 Waterproofing 
for the provision of foundation repair services at the Borough 
Hall to correct below grade seepage problems; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision of foundation 
repair services at the Borough Hall are necessary to ensure the 
safety of the Borough Hall and Borough citizen; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract as may be required by applicable law.  
 
 
CA-17 - Authorizing the Borough Attorney to Prepare a Memorandum 
of Agreement on Behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee Which Will  
Allow for the Borough of Cliffside Park to Purchase Fuel for 
Fifteen Police Vehicles for Approximately One Year 
        
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received a letter from Bruce 
Bonaventuro, Borough Administrator of the Borough of Cliffside 
Park, regarding their interest in purchasing the Borough’s gasoline 
and diesel from the Borough’s pumps for their municipal vehicles 
because they are currently without fuel tanks due to the relocation 
of their Public Works Department; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee purchases gasoline and diesel 
fuel through the Bergen County Co-op at a lower cost; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Cliffside Park agrees to pay for the 
fuel and any minor overhead costs relating to this matter which 
purchase will be accessed by a security identification card to 
monitor the exact gallons dispenses and the exact vehicles fueled; 
and  
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee will issue a monthly invoice 
to the Borough of Cliffside Park for the purchase of fuel for their 
Borough vehicles, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, that 
permission is hereby granted for the Borough of Cliffside Park to 
purchase the Borough of Fort Lee’s gasoline and diesel fuel for 
fifteen (15) Cliffside Park police cars for a period of 
approximately one year provided that reimbursement is made to the 
Borough of Fort Lee for the fuel used in addition to any minor 
overhead costs that may arise; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that Borough 
Attorney, J. Sheldon Cohen is hereby authorized to prepare a 
Memorandum of Agreement between the Borough of Fort Lee and the 
Borough of Cliffside Park for this purpose, in form and content 
acceptable to the Borough Attorney.   
 
 
CA-19 - Awarding Bid to Miele Sanitation Co., Inc. Closter, New  
Jersey for Solid Waste Disposal Services for the Borough for Five 
(5) Years  



 
 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
 FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR SOLID 
 WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICES IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  
 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to contract for solid waste 
disposal services for the Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough advertised and received bids for solid waste collection 
and recycling services, and disposal services, all in accordance 
with applicable law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough  determined there was an inconsistency in the Bid 
Specifications concerning which party bears the responsibility for 
payment of the costs for disposal of solid waste to be collected  
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in the Borough under the proposed contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, accordingly, the Borough rejected all bids for the 
provision of solid waste collection and recycling services, and  
disposal services, pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 as the Borough intended to 
substantially revise the Bid Specifications for the services to 
eliminate any inconsistency as to the responsibility for payment 
of the costs for disposal of solid waste to be collected in the 
Borough under the proposed contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough revised the Bid Specifications to 
provide for, among other things, separate bidding for solid waste 
collection and disposal services and, accordingly, advertised and 
solicited bids for solid waste disposal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 6, 2009, bids were received from the 
following companies for solid waste disposal services: 

 
Solid Waste Transfer and Recycling, Inc. 
 
Miele Sanitation Co., Inc.  
 
Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. 
 
Interstate Waste Services of NJ 
 
Veolia Environmental Service 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bids submitted by the 
various bidders and determined that all bidders had failed to meet 
all of the material requirements of the Bid Specifications, 
warranting rejection of the bids as non-complying and non-
responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution, the Borough rejected all 
bids and authorized the Borough Administrator to immediately re-
bid for the provision of solid waste disposal services in the 
Borough in accordance with the provisions of the Local Public 
Contracts Law; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough advertised for bids for solid waste 
disposal services, in accordance with law, and received bids on 
July 8, 2009 from the following companies for solid waste disposal 
services: 



 
Solid Waste Transfer and Recycling, Inc. 
 
Miele Sanitation Co., Inc.  
 
Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. 
 
Interstate Waste Services of NJ 
 

; and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon a review of the bids submitted by the 
ostensible low bidder, Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc., it 
was determined that the bid failed to include an Annual Report for 
2008 to the Department of Environmental Protection and to include 
operating facility permits for the solid waste disposal facilities 
listed in the bid, contrary to the requirements of the 
Questionnaire and Bid Specifications; and 
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 WHEREAS, the failure to submit an Annual Report to the 
Department of Environmental Protection and solid waste facility 
permits as required by the Bid Specifications warrants a rejection 
of the bid as non-complying and non-responsive under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, a review of the bid submitted by the ostensible 
second low bidder, Miele Sanitation Company, revealed that it had 
submitted all documents in compliance with, and had satisfied all 
requirements of, the Bid Specifications; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s staff and professional consultants 
have recommended that a contract be awarded to Miele Sanitation 
Company, as the lowest responsible bidder, for the provision of 
solid waste disposal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Miele Sanitation Company 
is necessary for the efficient operations of the Borough, and to 
ensure the continued availability of safe, adequate and proper 
solid waste disposal services to the citizens of the Borough at a 
reasonable market price,    
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the bid submitted by Waste Management of New Jersey, 
Inc. for the provision of solid waste disposal services in the 
Borough shall be and is hereby rejected for the reasons of 
material non-compliance with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications as detailed herein; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a contract for solid waste 
disposal services be and is hereby awarded to Miele Sanitation 
Company as the lowest responsible and complying bidder, in 
accordance with the requirements of the Bid Specifications and the 
Local Public Contracts Law, for a term of five years at a flat 
rate over the term of $70.00 per ton; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the all 
remaining bidders shall be returned in accordance with the 
requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor of the Borough be and 
is hereby authorized to execute a contract with Miele Sanitation 
Company and all other documents necessary to implement the 
contract award as set forth herein for the provision of solid 
waste disposal services in the Borough pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law;  



and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-13 and CA-19. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Sokolich and Grant responded to CA-13 
and Ms. Thomas spoke to CA-19. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-19, except 
for CA-18 which was removed by Councilman Cervieri for separate 
vote) was approved unanimously. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-A/CA-18 - Awarding Contract to NW Financial Group, LLC., Jersey 
City, New Jersey, to Provide Professional Financial Services  
With Regard to Redevelopment Areas 5 – Fee Not to Exceed $15,000 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
               A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
     PROFESSIONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed financial advisor 
to provide financial advisory services with regard to 
redevelopment in the Boroughs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of NW 
Financial Group, LLC (“NW Financial”) to perform such professional 
financial advisory services in accordance with its proposal, dated 
May 29, 2009, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, NW Financial possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional financial 
advisory services related to redevelopment issues for the Borough; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional financial advisory services 
to NW Financial in accordance with the procedures mandated under 
the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 



 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional financial advisory services will 
be performed by NW Financial at a cost below the threshold of 
$17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is exempt from 
the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the performance of 
financial advisory services with regard to redevelopment issues in 
the Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That NW Financial shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform professional financial advisory services related to  
redevelopment financial issues in the Borough’s Area 5, in 
accordance with its proposal, dated May 29, 2009, attached hereto 
and made a part hereof, for an amount not to exceed $15,000. 
 
 2. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a 
contract with NW Financial for the provision of financial advisory 
services related to redevelopment issues in the Borough.  
 
 3. That NW Financial is specifically placed on notice that 
it will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action 
regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer shall certify as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-1 - Authorizing Person-to-Person/Place-to-Place Liquor License 
Transfer From Joseph R. Kerr (Inactive) to Asia Explorers, LLC at 
1636 Palisade Avenue 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person to person 
and place to place transfer of plenary retail consumption license 
0219-33-047-007, heretofore issued to Joseph R. Kerr, a sole 
proprietor (Inactive License) located at a mailing address of 19 
Sherbrooke Court, Saddle River, New Jersey; and 



 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person to person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey; and 
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 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building 
Inspector, Fire Inspector and Police Department, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing 
Body does hereby approve the person-to-person/place-to-place  
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to 
Asia Explorers LLC t/a Moon Jar at 1636 Palisade Avenue (Store #1) 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 effective July 24, 2009 and does hereby  
direct the Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to 
the new ownership. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – mentioned that a statement was made earlier 
tonight that indicated the Borough approves multi-family 
developments with inadequate parking requirements.  He added that 
he cannot speak for what happened ten to twenty years ago, but he 
said he has been on the Planning Board for the last eight years 
and in that time the Planning Board which hears most multi-family 
applications has given no waivers for parking for residential 
developments.  The Planning Board has occasionally given waivers 
on commercial developments where such locations have been close to 
the municipal parking lot.  When commercial developers have come 
in with applications that would impinge on residential parking, 
the Planning Board has been pretty stringent in not granting 
parking waivers.  There was a recent application for a karaoke 
establishment on Main Street not far from Mediterranean Towers 
South and that application was dismissed after lengthy hearings.   
 
 He stated that the Borough’s “Movies Under the Stars” series 
continues Wednesday, August 12th with a showing of John Ford’s 
1939 classic movie “Stagecoach”.  On August 19th one of the great 
horror films of all times “The Bride of Frankenstein” will be 
shown.  Both movies begin at 8:30 p.m. and they will be shown at 
Constitution Park.  
 
Councilman Sohmer – noted the passing of Benjamin Chirls, who was 
Vice Chairman of the Advisory Committee for the Disabled, a member 
of the Historic Society and a member of the Historic Site, 
Structure, Cultural and Landmark Committee.  He stated that Ben is 
going to be sorely missed. 
 
 He spoke of to an underground transformer fire that occurred 



on June 27th at Horizon Towers #6.  The building had no power 
until June 28th.  Fort Lee Fire Department personnel and members 
of the Office of Emergency Management stayed on the premises 
throughout the night.  He offered his accolades to both groups for 
how they handled the situation and how well they helped the 
residents of Horizon 6. 
  
 He read the Fire Department report which covered the period 
from June 12th to July 22nd.  The Fire Department responded to 
eighty-one calls during that time period.   
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – stated that the third quarter tax bills for 
2009 have been mailed and payment is due on August 1st.  There is 
a ten (10) day grace penalty before a penalty is incurred.  The 
last day to pay without being charged any penalty interest is 
Monday, August 10th. 
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Councilwoman Kasofsky – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated earlier this week that he, along with 
Messrs. Sokolich, Sohmer and Ms. Thomas attended a meeting with 
department heads from the Health Department, Building Department 
and Fire Prevention Bureau where the sign ordinance and the 
cleaning up of Main Street was discussed.  The goal is to have the 
commercial owners comply with the sign ordinance and to properly 
maintain their properties.  The various department heads said that 
they are reaching out to the community to make sure that the store 
owners are not keeping paper signs in their windows.  They are 
also offering suggestions to help them beautify their properties. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson         .Board of Adjustment        Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St.           Applications  
 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:40 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, June 11, 2009 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 6, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 7, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Mayor Sokolich stated that he recently spoke at a United 
Homeowner’s meeting.  It gave him an opportunity to engage with 
the public and to report various initiatives the Borough 
government has put into place as well as potential new 
initiatives.  Taxes, traffic and the Centuria project are the 
three most talked about issues, along with the Mayor’s continuing 
push for redevelopment and aesthetic improvements to Main Street.  
He added that the proposals from potential developers for Centuria 
are due to be received by the Borough on Friday, July 17th.  
Developers can submit plans for the east parcel, west parcel or 



both parcels combined.   
 

He spoke to the sign and façade ordinance which was adopted 
around a year ago and encouraged business owners to make 
improvements to their structures at a reasonable cost.  The 
ordinance was not as successful as he had expected because the 
jurisdiction of the ordinance was only triggered when a property 
owner availed themselves for relief from the Board of Adjustment 
and/or Planning Board.  The ordinance since has been changed so 
that when there are changes in tenancy the ordinance comes into 
play.  He stated that the sign and façade committee members have 
been doing an outstanding job.  They hear applications every 
Thursday morning and make recommendations as well as making sure 
the sign and façade ordinance is complied with.  The benefit of 
this program will take a while for the public to see, but over 
time there will be less signs and the signs and facades that do go 
up will be more tasteful and more aesthetically pleasing.  
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PROCLAMATION 
 
PR-1 - Scleroderma Awareness Month 
 
 WHEREAS Scleroderma is a chronic, degenerative autoimmune 
disease that predominantly affects women in the prime of their 
lives, but impacts children and men as well; and 
 
 WHEREAS autoimmune diseases including Scleroderma are one of 
the top four causes of disability of women over fifteen and under 
age sixty-five; and  
 
 WHEREAS it can take three or more years for an individual to 
be diagnosed and receive appropriate treatment, leading to higher 
medical costs and government spending; and 
 
 WHEREAS there is more hope for those with Scleroderma to live 
a normal life today than there was five years ago due to the 
development of medications and ongoing clinical trials; and 
 
 WHEREAS the month of June has been designated National 
Scleroderma Awareness Month, with patient education, patient 
support and research the three-fold mission of the  
Scleroderma Foundation, Tri-State Chapter (covering New York, New 
Jersey, and Connecticut), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor, Mark J. 
Sokolich do hereby proclaim June, 2009 as Scleroderma Awareness  
Month in the Borough of Fort Lee, and urge all employees and 
residents to participate in our borough’s effort to become better 
educated on the subject of Scleroderma. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 30, 2009 Regular 
Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 7, 2009 
Executive Session were approved with Council Members Pohan and 
Cervieri abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 14, 2009 



Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2009-26 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of Handicapped Parking Space by VFW Post #2342 Entrance 
at 1646 Center Avenue  
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2009-26 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, 
SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED 
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 23, 
2009. 
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Ordinance #2009-27 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I,  
No Parking From a Point 550 Feet South of the Southern Curbline of 
Myrtle Avenue for a Distance of 984 Feet South  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2009-27 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED NO PARKING,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 23, 
2009. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2009-23 –  Amending Chapter 406, Various Sections, of 
the Wreckers and Towing Service Ordinance  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-23 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 406 WRECKERS AND 
TOWING SERVICE, SECTION 2 LICENSE AND REGISTRATION REQUIRED; 
SECTION 10, QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS; SECTION 13, DRIVING TO SOLICIT 
BUSINESS PROHIBITED, SECTION 15, RATES FOR TOWING, CONVEYING. 
REPAIR, SERVICE OR STORAGE; SECTION 16, WRITTEN SCHEDULE OF RATES 
AND CHARGES; SECTION 21, NOTIFICATION OF POLICE IF TOWED WITHOUT 
EXPRESS CONSENT OF OWNER, SECTION 22, RELEASE OF VEHICLES; SECTION 
24, RESPONSIBILITY TO CLEAN UP ACCIDENT SCENT; AND SECTION 26, 
REFUSAL OF POLICE TOW, SERVICE CHARGE OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 Gerry Benecke, TCB Towing, Palisades Park, spoke to the new 
rate schedule which changes and lowers some of the rates that had 
been approved last year.  He said prior to these ordinances there 
had not been an increase for approximately ten years.  He spoke to 
his increased fuel and insurances costs.  He stated that the newly 
added paperwork required for private tolls and the placement of 
multiple signs in malls is too much.  He felt that the actions 
being taken really had to do with one company and that he is 
paying the price for it. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke to the anti-predatory towing laws in the 
State of New Jersey.  He said that there might be a slight 



reduction in one category, but he’s laying blame for this on how 
certain property owners are managing their malls.  The Borough 
tried to consolidate the charges into one base number so that when 
cars are towed it becomes simpler for all involved.  The Borough 
is hopeful that everyone will find this ordinance more readily 
manageable.  With regard to signage there had been a lot of 
complaints from people who had been towed who did know where their 
cars were being towed to.  He added that this Borough government 
stopped the booting of vehicles which has been advantageous to 
towers. 
  
 John Ryder, 429 Washington Terrace, Leonia, stated that his 
wife’s vehicle was towed out of the Fort Lee Town Center by ABC 
Towing.  He explained that his wife left the mall for less than 
five minutes and when she came back her car was being towed.  She  
was also kept in the dark with regard to the rates being charged.  
He said that he filed a complaint against ABC Towing with the 
Police Department and in the Municipal Court.  He closed by 
stating that he’s in full support of the ordinance that is being 
presented tonight. 
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 Mayor Sokolich stated that the spirit of the ordinance was 
definitely been broken and that he believes the bird-dogging 
practice will soon come to an end.   
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Grant stated that the ordinance takes effect on Tuesday, 
June 16th. 
 
  
Ordinance #2009-24 - Appropriating $2,400,000 for Various Capital 
Improvements and Authorizing the Issuance of $2,185,000 Bonds or  
Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof  

 
On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman  

Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-26 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGRATE AMOUNT OF 
$2,300,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,185,000 
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF.” 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this has been the Borough’s first 
bond ordinance in eighteen months. 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing as 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-25 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 41, Surcharge 
for Parking/Traffic Fines for Persons Found Guilty of Any Borough  



Ordinance Parking Violation 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-25 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE IV ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, SECTION 41 
SURCHARGE FOR PARKING/TRAFFIC FINES OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
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PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-19. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $11,770,755.28 
Capital                                       16,979,808.62 
Road Improvement Plan                            523,901.53 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,483.00 
Trip Admissions                                      100.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         27,135.57 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           3,500.00 
Redemption Account                                      n/a 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   17,621.73 
Police Justice                                     9,972.82 
 
Total:                                       $29,336,278.55 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for James Kim for Fire 



Company #2 
 
 The firefighter application for James Kim for Fire Company #2 
was approved. 
 

 
CA-3 - Accepting Retirement Notice From Pat Hozer, Public Health  
Nurse Supervisor for the Health Department – Effective July 1st 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice of Patricia Hozer, Public 
Health Nurse Supervisor of the Health Department, dated April 6, 
2009 is hereby accepted, with Ms. Hozer’s retirement from the 
Borough effective July 1, 2009. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of Four (4) Clean Communities Employees 
- $8.75 to $9.50 Hourly   
 
 WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal positions exist within  
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various departments, and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that the positions should be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired 
as spring/summer help, at the hourly rates of compensation listed 
below: 
 
Name         Department      Hourly  Starting 
                                        Rate       Date           
 
Jayson Colon        Clean Communities   $9.50      May 26th * 
 (Driver) 
 
Matthew Francolino  Clean Communities   $9.50      June 1st *   
 (Driver) 
 
Kenneth Murray      Clean Communities   $9.00      June 8th * 
 
Eric Salgado, Jr.   Clean Communities   $8.75      May 26th * 
 
* Retroactive Starting Date 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing the Hiring of Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department – Termination Date August 31st 

 
WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 

Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
Appointments (available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) are 
part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of June 29, 
2009 and a termination date of August 31, 2009. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  



Sonia Lee, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee for 2008 
 
     WHEREAS, Sonia Lee, is the owner of certain residential 
property located at 100 Old Palisade Road, also know as Block 3352, 
Lot 3, Qualifier C2507; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Sonia Lee vs. Borough of 
Fort Lee, under Docket No. 011216-2008; and 
 
     WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax assessor and Tax 
Appeal Attorney that the matter be settled at this time, and that 
such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough, that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of the above-entitled 
litigation, so that the 2008 assessment will be reduced from 
$742,000 to $700,000; and 
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     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Hyang Ja Lee & Hyung Ro at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 
3, vs. Borough of Fort Lee for 2008 
 

WHEREAS, Hyang Ja Lee & Hyung Ro, are the owners of certain 
residential property located at 100 Old Palisade Road, also know as 
Block 3352, Lot 3, Qualifier C3308; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Hyang Ja Lee & Hyung Ro 
vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 011217-2008; and 
 
     WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Assessor and Tax 
Appeal Attorney that the matter be settled at this time, and that 
such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough, that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of the above-entitled 
litigation, so that the 2008 assessment will be reduced from 
$764,000 to $700,000; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Thomas Lee, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee for 2008 
 
     WHEREAS, Thomas Lee, is the owner of certain residential 
property located at 100 Old Palisade Road, also know as Block 3352, 
Lot 3, Qualifier C3906; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Thomas Lee vs. Borough of 
Fort Lee, under Docket No. 011218-2008; and 



 
     WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Assessor and Tax 
Appeal Attorney that the matter be settled at this time, and that 
such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough, that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of the above-entitled 
litigation, so that the 2008 assessment will be reduced from 
$1,005,000 to $960,000; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Jenny Lee, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee for 2008 
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     WHEREAS, Jenny Lee, is the owner of certain residential 
property located at 100 Old Palisade Road, also know as Block 3352, 
Lot 3, Qualifier C2107; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Jenny Lee vs. Borough of 
Fort Lee, under Docket No. 011219-2008; and 
 
    WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Assessor and Tax 
Appeal Attorney that the matter be settled at this time, and that 
such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough, that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of the above-entitled 
litigation, so that the 2008 assessment will be reduced from 
$734,000 to $690,000; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Prepare  
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Roadway Improvements to 
North Avenue/Eighth Street 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids for:  
 
     . Roadway Improvements to North Avenue/Eighth Street  
         
      
CA-11 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Prepare  
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Electrical Services at 
the Carriage House Pertaining to the Borough’s Public Safety 
Telecommunication’s Project  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE PROCUREMENT OF SERVICES AT THE 
CARRIAGE HOUSE PERTAINING TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY 



COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK PROJECT 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) previously determined to improve the Borough’s public 
safety radio communications system; and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the provision of a 
wireless public safety communications network and awarded a 
contract to M/A COM, Inc.; and 

 
    WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough authorized the execution of a Lease Agreement with the 440 
Company - Carriage House, L.P. (“Carriage House”) to serve as one 
of two locations in the Borough with optimal transmission and 
receiving capabilities as the basis for the Borough’s wireless 
public safety communications system; and 

 
     WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is necessary to 
obtain services of a licensed electrician to provide electrical  
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services for the delivery of power to the equipment room on the 
roof of the building as part of the public safety communications 
network project; and 
 
    WHEREAS, the electrical services must be procured by the 
Borough through a public process pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the procurement of electrical services related to 
the Borough’s proposed wireless public safety communications 
network project is in the best interests of the Borough and is 
necessary for its efficient operations,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
  1.  That the Borough Administrator be and is hereby 
authorized to procure pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. such electrical services 
at the Carriage House related to the Borough’s public safety 
communications network project in the Borough.  
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Rejection of the Generator Set Bid at the  
Regency Co-Op for the Borough’s Telecommunication’s Project and 
Authorizing Rebid of Same Including Installation of the Generator 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE REJECTING SOLE BID FOR THE PURCHASE OF A  
  ENGINE DRIVEN GENERATOR SET 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase an engine driven generator set related to 
one of the locations for the Borough’s public safety 
communications network project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough rejected the sole bid for the engine-driven generator set 
and authorized the rebidding of the equipment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 15, 2009, the Borough received a bid from 
the following bidder for the generator set: 
 



 Academy Electrical Contractors, Inc. $50,151.00 
 
; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined since the receipt of the 
bid for the purchase of an engine driven generator set that there 
is also a need for the contractor to provide additional electrical 
services to deliver power to the equipment room on the roof of the 
building as part of the public safety communications network 
project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 specifically provides a list 
of reasons justifying the rejection of all bids by a contracting 
unit to reject all bids, including that the contracting unit 
wishes to substantially revise the bid specifications for the 
services; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the bid for the provision of an engine driven 
generator set related to one of the locations for the Borough’s 
public safety communications network project should be rejected  
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pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-13.2 as the Borough intends to substantially revise the bid 
specifications to provide additional electrical services for the 
delivery of power to the equipment room on the roof of the 
building as part of the public safety communications network 
project, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the single bid for the provision of an engine driven 
generator set related to one of the locations for the Borough’s 
public safety communications network project shall be and are 
hereby rejected pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions 
of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the single 
bidder shall be returned in accordance with the requirements of 
the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator be and 
is hereby authorized to prepare revisions to the bid 
specifications as described herein and immediately re-bid for the 
provision of an engine driven generator set and related electrical 
services at one of the locations for the Borough’s public safety 
communications network project in the Borough pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-13 - Requesting a Study by the NJDOT of the Traffic 
Intersection of New Jersey State Highway 9W/Fletcher Avenue and  
Kelby Street 
 
   A Resolution of Support from the Governing Body Supporting    
   and Requesting a Study by the New Jersey State  
   Transportation (NJDOT) of the Intersection of New Jersey 
   State Highway 9W/Fletcher Avenue and Kelby Street 
 



WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is desirous to improve 
traffic safety and improve quality of life for its residents; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee knows that New Jersey State 
Highway 9W, locally known as Fletcher Avenue, is under the 
jurisdiction of the NJDOT; and 
 

WHEREAS,  traffic conditions on the State Highway have a 
significant impact on the Borough of Fort Lee that extends to 
municipal local streets; and  

 

WHEREAS, the existing traffic signal configuration and 
operation at the intersection of State Highway 9W and Kelby Street 
results in significant queuing for southbound traffic desiring to 
turn west onto Kelby Street; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee has concerns that due to the 
queuing of the southbound traffic there is much potential for 
vehicle conflicts with vehicles traveling northbound through this 
intersection; and 
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WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee believes that an assessment 
of the existing conditions of this intersection by the Department 
will find that certain improvements may improve the operation and 
safety of this intersection; and; 

 

WHEREAS, The Borough Assistant Engineer, on behalf and 
request of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, has 
prepared correspondence to the Department summarizing the 
Borough’s concerns and position that the Department undertake a 
study of the intersection of State Highway 9W and Kelby Street, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that it fully concurs that there is an 
existing traffic problem at the intersection of New Jersey State 
Highway 9W and Kelby Street and believes that there is a need that 
the Department of Transportation undertake a study thereof; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee, of the   
State of New Jersey, supports submission of a formal written 
request to the New Jersey Department of Transportation to conduct 
an assessment of the intersection and implement any changes needed 
to improve the safety thereof.  

 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing Execution of a Developers Agreement Between 
the Borough and 1015 Palisade Realty Corp., for Property 
Located at 1015 Palisade Avenue and 201 Columbia Avenue, Block 
555, Lots 13 and 14 
 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER AGREEMENT 
 BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND 1015 PALISADE REALTY  
 CORP. AS ASSIGNEE OF MICHAEL AND ALICE MAGGIANO 

 
 WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee adopted 
a resolution approving a development by Michael and Alice Maggiano 
for property located at Block 555, Lots13 & 14 on the official tax 
maps of the Borough of Fort Lee, also known as 1015 Palisade 
Avenue/201 Columbia Avenue, Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen 
and State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Resolution was conditioned upon the Developer 
entering into a Developers Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee 
and the posting of the necessary insurance; and 



 
 WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 
Borough Attorney and the insurance requirements shall be meet 
prior to issuance of a construction permit, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 
are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 
Developer.  
 
 
CA-15 - Accepting Retirement Notice From Police Officer Louis  
Yocovelli – Eeffective July 1st 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the retirement notice dated June 3, 2009, submitted 
by Detective Louis Yocovelli, of the Fort Lee Police Department is 
hereby accepted; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Detective Yocovelli’s effective 
date of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be on July 1, 
2009. 
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CA-16 - Authorizing Hiring of Consolidated Environmental, Inc.,  
Fairfield, New Jersey to do Emergency Remediation Work for the 
Municipal Court Offices - $13,460.00 
 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists in the Fort Lee 
Municipal Court Offices, located at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey; and  
 
 WHEREAS, remediation on the Court Offices needs to take 
place; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Supervisor of the 
General Services Department, and the Borough Administrator, 
Consolidated Environmental, Inc. has been retained at a price of 
$13,460.00,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes payment to Consolidated 
Environmental, Inc., 26 Law Drive, Suite B, Fairfield, New Jersey 
07004 to perform the required remediation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified the certificate of availability of funds for this 
project which is on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 
CA-17 - Authorizing Rejection of All Bids for Solid Waste  
Collection and Recycling Services and Authorizing Rebid of  
Same 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE AUTHORIZING THE REJECTION OF ALL BIDS FOR SOLID WASTE 
COLLECTION AND RECYCLING SERVICES IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for solid waste collection 
and recycling services in the Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough advertised and received bids for solid waste collection 
and recycling services, and disposal services, all in accordance 
with law; and 
 



 WHEREAS, on November 6, 2008, bids were received from the 
following companies for solid waste collection and recycling 
services, and disposal services: 

 
Miele Sanitation Co., Inc.  
Closter, New Jersey;  
 
Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. 
Hillsdale, New Jersey;  
 
Interstate Waste Services 
Sloatsburg, New York; and 
 
Scuffy Carting, LLC 
Passaic, New Jersey  

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the  
Borough determined there was an inconsistency in the Bid 
Specifications concerning which party bears the responsibility for 
payment of the costs for disposal of solid waste to be collected 
in the Borough under the proposed contract; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough, on the basis of the foregoing, 
rejected all bids for the provision of solid waste collection and 
recycling services, and disposal services, pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 as the 
Borough intended to substantially revise the Bid Specifications 
for the services to eliminate any inconsistency as to the 
responsibility for payment of the costs for disposal of solid 
waste to be collected in the Borough under the proposed contract; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough revised the Bid Specifications to 
provide for, among other things, separate bidding for solid waste 
collection and disposal services and, accordingly, advertised and 
received bids for solid waste collection and recycling services; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 11, 2009, bids were received from the 
following companies for solid waste collection and recycling 
services: 

 
Future Sanitation, Inc. 
Farmingdale, New Jersey 
 
Miele Sanitation Co., Inc.  
Closter, New Jersey;  
 
Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. 
Hillsdale, New Jersey; and  
 
Interstate Waste Services of NJ 
Ramsey, New Jersey 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by the 
ostensible low bidder - Future Sanitation, Inc. - and determined 
that it failed to submit a consent of surety from an approved 
surety company, licensed to do business in New Jersey, with a 
rating of at least “A” from a nationally recognized rating agency, 
contrary to the requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to submit a consent of surety from a 
surety company meeting the minimum qualifications set forth in the 
Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non-
complying and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, 



N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a consent of surety in compliance 
with the requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and 
non-waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without 
any possibility of being cured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by the 
ostensible second low bidder - Miele Sanitation Co., Inc. - and 
determined that it failed to submit financial statements and 
Annual Report to the Department of Environmental Protection, 
contrary to the requirements of the Questionnaire and Bid 
Specifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to submit financial statements and 
Annual Report to the Department of Environmental Protection as 
required by the bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid  
as non-complying and non-responsive under the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by the 
ostensible third low bidder - Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc.  
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- and determined that it failed to submit a consent of surety from 
an approved surety company, licensed to do business in New Jersey, 
with a rating of at least “A” from a nationally recognized rating 
agency, contrary to the requirements of the Bid Specifications; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to submit a consent of surety from a 
surety company meeting the minimum qualifications set forth in the 
Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non-
complying and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by the 
ostensible fourth low bidder - Interstate Waste Services of NJ, 
Inc. - and determined that it was unreasonable as to price as the 
prices bid exceeded the Borough’s budget for solid waste services 
prices and, therefore, recommended that the bid should be rejected 
in accordance with the reservation of right by the Borough in the 
Bid Specifications under the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that, as a result of a 
review of the bids, that there is a need to substantially modify 
the Bid Specifications to reduce the number of options for which 
bidders for solid waste collection and disposal services must bid; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 specifically provides a list 
of reasons justifying the rejection of all bids by a contracting 
unit to reject all bids, including that the contracting unit 
wishes to substantially revise the bid specifications for the 
services; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the all bids for the provision of solid waste 
collection and recycling services in the Borough should be 
rejected pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 as the Borough intends to substantially 
revise the bid specifications for the services to reduce the 
number of options that bidders must submit bids for to be 
considered to be compliant, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 



Jersey, that the all bids for the provision of solid waste 
collection and disposal services and/or recycling services in the 
Borough shall be and are hereby rejected for the reasons detailed 
herein for reasons of material non-compliance with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications and also pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the all 
bidders shall be returned in accordance with the requirements of 
the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator be and 
is hereby authorized to prepare revisions to the Bid 
Specifications and immediately re-bid for the provision of solid 
waste collection and recycling services in the Borough pursuant to 
and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et 
seq.; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
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CA-18 - Authorizing Rejection of All Bids for Solid Waste Disposal  
Services and Authorizing Rebid of Same  
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE REJECTION OF ALL BIDS FOR 
   SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICES IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  
 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to contract for solid waste 
disposal services for the Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough advertised and received bids for solid waste collection 
and recycling services, and disposal services, all in accordance 
with law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 6, 2008, bids were received from the 
following companies for solid waste collection and recycling 
services, and disposal services: 

 
Miele Sanitation Co., Inc.  
Closter, New Jersey;  
 
Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. 
Hillsdale, New Jersey;  
 
Interstate Waste Services 
Sloatsburg, New York; and 
 
Scuffy Carting, LLC 
Passaic, New Jersey  

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough  determined there was an inconsistency in the Bid 
Specifications concerning which party bears the responsibility for 
payment of the costs for disposal of solid waste to be collected 
in the Borough under the proposed contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, on the basis of the foregoing, 
rejected all bids for the provision of solid waste collection and 
recycling services, and disposal services, pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 as the 



Borough intended to substantially revise the Bid Specifications 
for the services to eliminate any inconsistency as to the 
responsibility for payment of the costs for disposal of solid 
waste to be collected in the Borough under the proposed contract; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough revised the Bid Specifications to 
provide for, among other things, separate bidding for solid waste 
collection and disposal services and, accordingly, advertised and 
solicited bids for solid waste disposal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 11, 2009, bids were received from the 
following companies for solid waste disposal services: 

 
Solid Waste Transfer and Recycling, Inc. 
Newark, New Jersey 
 
Miele Sanitation Co., Inc.  
Closter, New Jersey;  
 
Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. 
Hillsdale, New Jersey; and  
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Interstate Waste Services of NJ 
Ramsey, New Jersey 
 
Veolia Environmental Service 
Totowa, New Jersey 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bids submitted by Solid 
Waste Transfer and Recycling, Inc. and Miele Sanitation Co., Inc. 
and determined that both bids failed to include financial 
statements and, in the case of Miele Sanitation, Inc., an Annual 
Report to the Department of Environmental Protection, contrary to 
the requirements of the Questionnaire and Bid Specifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to submit financial statements and 
Annual Report to the Department of Environmental Protection as 
required by the Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid 
as non-complying and non-responsive under the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bids submitted by the 
remaining bidders and determined that the bids of Waste Management 
of New Jersey, Inc., Interstate Waste Services of NJ, and Veolia 
Environmental Service all failed to submit a consent of surety 
from an approved surety company, licensed to do business in New 
Jersey, with a rating of at least “A” from a nationally recognized 
rating agency, contrary to the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to submit a consent of surety from a 
surety company meeting the minimum qualifications set forth in the 
Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non-
complying and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a consent of surety in compliance 
with the requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and 
non-waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without 
any possibility of being cured, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 



Jersey, that the all bids for the provision of solid waste 
disposal services in the Borough shall be and are hereby rejected 
for the reasons detailed herein for reasons of material non-
compliance with the requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the all 
bidders shall be returned in accordance with the requirements of 
the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator be and 
is hereby authorized to immediately re-bid for the provision of 
solid waste disposal services in the Borough pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.;  and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-19 - Endorsing Grant Application and Agreement with the New  
Jersey Department of Transportation for its Bus Stop Accessibility 
Project to Promote Safe Access to Mass Transit 
 
    APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A GRANT  
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    AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
    FOR THE BUS STOP ACCESSIBILITY PROJECT. 
 
 WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee is preparing a grant 
application to the State of New Jersey Department of 
Transportation Safe Streets to Transit Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is proposing the 
installation of handicap ramps at various locations near bus stops 
to promote safe access to mass transit, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, formally approves the grant application for 
the above stated project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby 
authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as 
the Bus Stop Accessibility Project to the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby 
authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of 
Fort Lee and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the 
terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the 
execution of the grant agreement. 
 

There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-19) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that on behalf of himself and the 
Council, he wished Police Officer Louis Yocovelli the best of 
health on his retirement.  He will be sorely missed. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer offered his best wishes to Pat Hozer on her 
retirement. 
 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 



A-1 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Neil Grant, Borough Clerk, as his 
representative to the Bergen County Community Development Regional 
Committee. 
 
 
A-2 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has entered into a three 
year cooperative agreement with the County of Bergen as provided 
under the Interlocal Services Act NJSA 40A:8-1 et seq. and Title I  
of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal  
representative be appointed to the governing body of the community 
to be part of the Community Development Regional Committee for the 
term of one year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2009 
through June 30, 2010, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
appoints James Viola its representative to participate on the 
Community Development Regional Committee. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
A-3 – Bergen County Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement 
and Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee has entered into a Cooperative Agreement 
with the County of Bergen as provided under the Interlocal 
Services Act NJSA 40A:8A-1 et seq. to participate in the Bergen 
County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation 
Trust Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal 
representative be appointed by the governing body of the community 
to be part of the Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement and 
Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee for the term of one 
year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2009 through June 30, 
2010, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body 
hereby appoints Neil Grant, Municipal Clerk, as its representative 
to participate on the Open Space Trust Municipal Program Regional 
Committee. 
 
     The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – announced that the “Movies Under the Stars” 
series will be dealing with movies that were made during the great 
depression or were about the depression.  On Wednesday, June 24th 
“Paper Moon” and on Wednesday, July 8th “Sea Biscut” will be shown 



at Constitution Park at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 He commended the Office of Cultural Affairs for putting on a 
great street fair this past Sunday.  It was a well attended event. 
Many artists’ works were displayed at the street fair including 
Fort Lee resident, Irv Docktor, whose art is also being displayed 
at the Fort Lee Museum through June 28th. 
 
 He added that the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center will 
be host to numerous outdoor events during the summer.  One of the 
first events is Friday, June 19th when the “Three Po’ Tenors” 
return to the community center.  They put on a great show. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that he attended a ceremony with the 
Mayor this past Monday at Constitution Park.  The Fort Lee school 
children collected $500.00 through the pennies for Thomas Paine 
statue fund.  The students also planted a liberty tree at the 
site.  He praised Tom Meyers for his work on the Thomas Paine 
statue fund and for getting the school kids involved. 
 
 He also attended the “Circle of the Arts” at the Fort Lee 
High School last Friday.  The art work displayed by the school 
children of all ages, the middle school and high school bands 
performances and the dances performed were terrific and inspiring. 
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 He offered his congratulations to Fort Lee resident, Kevin 
Cerragno, who wrote the book “Troubled Lives”, which was published 
and has been accepted into the Library of Congress. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – offered his congratulations and best of luck 
to Louis Yocovelli on his retirement.   
 
 He stated that there are eighteen events being held at the 
Community Center between June 13th and September 12th.  All of the 
events are free to the public. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that all day this Saturday the Fort 
Lee Public Library will be having a gently used book sale.  A lot 
of great author’s books will be available for purchase at a very 
reasonable cost. 
 
 She also announced the following library events: 
 
 1. Saturday, June 20th at 3:00 p.m. – An opera gala will be 
performed by the renowned Allegro Singers.  They are conducted by 
the internationally acclaimed musical director and pianist Ms. 
Inna Leytusch. 
 
 2.  Saturday, June 27th at 3:00 p.m. - Russian pianist Yury 
Maevskiy will be performing.  Professor Maevskiy is an honored 
artist of Russia and professor of the St. Petersburg State 
Conservatory.  This is his first performance in Bergen County. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – offered his kudos to Tom Meyers and the 
Cultural Affairs Committee, Bill Camal and the Council of the 
Arts, Kay Nest and Nelson Page and the other volunteers for the 
outstanding job they did with the street fair. 
 
 He stated that on Saturday, June 6th there was a street 



dedication on a portion of Federspiel Street which was dedicated 
as William T. Birch Way, in honor of William T. Birch, a Fort Lee 
Police Officer, who was shot and killed in the line of duty while 
responding to a burglar alarm in 1966.  The dedication was done in 
the area that William T. Birch was raised.  There was a march 
which began at VFW Post #2342 and ended at the area of the 
dedication.  Over 150 attended the event including three daughters 
of Police Officer Birch as well as many of his grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. 
 
 He thanked the Fort Lee Film Commission for putting together 
the politics in film series which was held weekly in the Council 
Chambers during the spring. 
 
 He stated that the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center 
has put out a new activities schedule.  For further details 
contact the senior citizen center at 201-592-3500 ext. 1513. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – touched upon the subjects that were discussed in 
the Council’s reports.  He said there are many things to be proud 
of in Fort Lee and the events that just occurred and will be 
occurring are just some of the many great activities that Borough 
has to offer. 
 
Regular Meeting                                      June 11, 2009 
                                                          Page #20 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker   Subject             Response 
 
Francesca Jenkins   .Read Letter from Fort Lee 
1231 Inwood Terrace   Resident Paula Kolbath  
                      Supporting Establishment of 
                      the Fort Lee Coalition of the 
                      Arts 
 
                    .Read Her Own Letter Supporting 
                      Establishment of the Fort Lee 
                      Coalition of the Arts 
 
 
Bill Camal          .Fort Lee Artist’s Guild - 
1252 Inwood Terrace   Importance of Art 
                       
                    .Supporting Fort Lee Coalition  
                      of the Arts 
 
 
Tom Meyers          .Use of Centuria Sales Center   Mayor Sokolich 
1450 Palisade Ave.    or Fort Lee Youth Center for 
                      Coalition of the Arts 
 
                    .Art Display on Main Street 
 
    
Assemblywoman Joan Voss  
1137 Harvard Place  .In Support of Art Programs  
                    .Fort Lee’s History             Mayor Sokolich 
                    .Flag Day June 14th and VFW  
                      Post #2342 Program Which is 
                      Scheduled for June 13th 
 
 
Nat Hanan           .Publicizing of Fort Lee Events Mayor Sokolich 
1089 Cumbermeade Rd.  to Get More People Involved   Mr. Sohmer 
 



 
Donna Brennan       .Marketing of the Borough to    Mayor Sokolich 
1231 Inwood Terrace   Avail Itself to Today’s       Ms. Kasofsky 
                      Technology to Publicize       Mr. Sohmer 
                      Borough Events 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:35 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                 Thursday, May 14, 2009 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    Kevin Conti, Esq. for Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 6, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 7, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that he will be keeping the public 
informed as to the progress of Centuria. (Redevelopment Area 5)   
The Borough has received approximately fifty requests for the 
Request for Proposal (RFP) which proposals are due to the Borough 



on Friday, July 17th.  The proposal will include how developers 
envision the property to be developed, there qualifications and 
their financial plan to start and ultimately to finish the 
project.  He said he receives approximately six letters a week 
with regard to the property and he responds to each inquiry sent 
to him. 
 
 He stated that the budget was adopted at the last regular 
meeting on April 30th.  He congratulated the governing body in 
keeping the budget increase at a little over 3% in these tough 
economic times.  The blended tax rate including the school board 
tax and county tax will be around 3.6% to 3.7%.   
 
 He stated that through the Police Department’s confiscated 
funds account the police purchased six defibrillator devices. 
These devices are going to be placed at the Fort Lee National 
League field, Fort Lee American League field, Van Fleet Park 
field, Richard A. Nest Senior Citizen’s Center, Jack Alter Fort 
Lee Community Center and Borough Hall.  The Borough is requesting 
all coaches to take CPR training to learn how to use the devices 
which training can be undertaken in the Borough through Borough 
personnel who have been trained to teach how to use the 
defibrillators.  He said he took the course last Sunday.  The 
course took three hours, but the time went very quickly and the 
information he was taught was incredibly helpful. 
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 He urged the league representative to get properly trained. 
The end result is that the people who get the training will be 
helping themselves and Fort Lee’s kids. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 2, 2009 
Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 30, 2009 
Executive Session were approved. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2009-23 -  Amending Chapter 406, Various Sections, of 
the Wreckers and Towing Service Ordinance  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-23 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 406 WRECKERS AND TOWING SERVICE, SECTION 2 
LICENSE AND REGISTRATION REQUIRED; SECTION 10, QUARTERLY 
INSPECTIONS; SECTION 13, DRIVING TO SOLICIT BUSINESS PROHIBITED, 
SECTION 15, RATES FOR TOWING, CONVEYING. REPAIR, SERVICE OR 
STORAGE; SECTION 16, WRITTEN SCHEDULE OF RATES AND CHARGES; 
SECTION 21, NOTIFICATION OF POLICE IF TOWED WITHOUT EXPRESS 
CONSENT OF OWNER, SECTION 22, RELEASE OF VEHICLES; SECTION 24, 
RESPONSIBILITY TO CLEAN UP ACCIDENT SCENT; AND SECTION 26, REFUSAL 
OF POLICE TOW, SERVICE CHARGE OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated the Borough will now have one 
consolidated charge for illegally parked vehicles and otherwise 
illegally parked vehicles.  The new rates are less confusing, more 
reasonable and more fair to the public. 
 



 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June 11, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-24 - Appropriating $2,400,000 for Various Capital 
Improvements and Authorizing the Issuance of $2,185,000 Bonds or  
Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof  

 
  On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-24 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE 
AGGREGRATE AMOUNT OF $2,300,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $2,185,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE 
PART OF THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
June 11, 2009. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Sargenti 
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Ordinance #2009-25 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 41, Surcharge 
for Parking/Traffic Fines for Persons Found Guilty of Any Borough  
Ordinance Parking Violation 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, Ord. #2009-25 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE IV ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS, SECTION 41 SURCHARGE FOR PARKING/TRAFFIC FINES OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June 11, 
2009. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance #2009-22 - Capital Ordinance Appropriating $280,590 for 
a Law Enforcement Technology Grant for the Police Department – 
Grant #208CKWX0490 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-22 entitled, “ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $280,590 FOR LAW 
ENFORCEMENT TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 



 
PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-14. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $6,043,907.40 
Capital                                          620,135.40 
Road Improvement Plan                             71,697.22  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,837.70 
Trip Admissions                                      100.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
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Trust Account (Accutrack)                         20,113.67 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             125.00 
Redemption Account                                10,031.10 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    7,652.27 
Police Justice                                    19,139.00 
 
Total:                                       $ 6,794,738.76 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for John Bang  
for Fire Company #2 
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for John Bang for Fire 
Company #2 was approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing the Tax Collector to Prepare and Mail Out 
Estimated Tax Bills for the Third Quarter 
 

   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TAX      
        COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN               
        ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994 C. 72 

 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee had a public hearing 
regarding its scheduled budget adoption on April 30, 2009 and the 
Bergen County Board of Taxation maybe unable to certify Fort Lee’s 
tax rate at this time and the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector 
may be unable to mail the Borough’s 2009 tax bills on a timely 
basis; and 



 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector/Fort Lee Chief 
Financial Officer has computed an estimated tax levy in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and he has signed a certification showing 
the tax levies for the previous year, the tax rates and the range 
of permitted estimated tax levies, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 
on this the 14th day of May, 2009 as follows: 
 
     1.  The Fort Lee Tax Collector is hereby authorized and 
directed to prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough 
of Fort Lee for the Third Installment of 2009 taxes.  The Tax 
Collector shall take such actions as are permitted and required by 
P.L. 1994, c. 72 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3) 
  
     2.  The entire estimated tax levy for 2009 is hereby set at 
$114,916,788.00. 
 
     3.  In accordance with the law the Third Installment of 2009  
taxes shall not be subject to interest until the later of August  
10th or the twenty-fifth day after the date the estimated tax 
bills were mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice 
specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue. 
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CA-4 - Establishing the Terms, Conditions and Governing Rules of  
the Fort Lee Fire Department Stipend Program 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE ESTABLISHING THE 
      TERMS, CONDITIONS AND GOVERNING RULES OF THE FORT LEE FIRE  
      DEPARTMENT STIPEND PROGRAM 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee previously instituted a 
Stipend Program for members of the Borough Fire Department (“Stipend Program”) to encourage 
active recruitment, retention and participation by members of the Fire Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Fort Lee Ordinance § 55-27, Stipend Program, the terms, 
conditions and governing rules applicable to the Stipend Program shall be established by a 
resolution adopted by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee and may be amended, in 
their sole discretion, by subsequent resolutions of the Mayor and Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough hereby establish the terms, conditions 
and governing rules applicable to the Stipend Program as follows: 
 
Section 1: Each regular firefighter with the department shall receive a stipend, provided the 

individual qualifies according to the provisions of the program. Auxiliary 
Firefighters and Junior Auxiliary Firefighters are not eligible for this program. 

 
Section 2:  Payment shall be made quarterly and will be taxable at the end of the year.  This 

payment is in addition to and not instead of a clothing allowance. Each member 
will be paid the prevailing rate per quarter based upon the percentages and amounts 
noted in Section 17 (Payment Scale).  

 
Section 3:  In a case where wardens are on duty at their respective firehouses and they are 

dispatched by a silent alarm, credit shall be issued only to the wardens and other 
members from that company who actually respond to the alarm or their assigned 
firehouse. Silent alarms will not count against the total percentage of alarms 
required for calculating the stipend program for each fire company. All silent 
alarms must be approved by the Chief in order to be given stipend credit. 
 
For fire calls where only the Chief(s), Assigned Duty Officer and/or Fire 



Prevention are dispatched, credit shall be given only to the dispatched individuals. 
No credit will be awarded to any other individuals unless their assigned companies 
are dispatched. 

 
Section 4:  If a member is unable to respond to any incidents due to a fire related injury, he or 

she will not be denied credit for same provided that the member is otherwise 
eligible to receive credit, subject to the conditions contained in Section 5. The 
member must provide documentation from a physician certifying the injury before 
any credit is given and obtain a release when he or she is able to return to duty. The 
member will receive  stipend credit  equal to his or her average stipend percentage 
for the preceding four (4) quarters multiplied by the number of company calls 
missed during the injury leave period. If the member has not been in the 
Department for the preceding four (4) quarters, he or she shall receive stipend 
credit equal to his or her average stipend percentage for the preceding quarters 
since he or she became a member multiplied by the number of company calls 
missed during the injury leave period. 

 
Section 5:  All injury cases must be reviewed and approved the Chief(s) and the Borough 

Administrator before any credit will be given. 
 
Section 6:  In a case where more than one company is dispatched for an alarm, and one or 

more of those companies are diverted to another alarm, only the diverted 
companies will receive credit for two alarms while the other companies receive 
credit for one. 
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Section 7:  All Chief(s) and Fire Inspectors shall be exempt from signing in after a call. All 

other members must sign in after a call to receive credit. Chief(s) and Fire 
Inspectors shall be documented on the actual fire report. 

 
Section 8:  Members shall only receive credit for responding to incidents when their assigned 

company has been dispatched. Chief(s) and Assigned Duty Officers shall receive 
credit for responding to all incidents. Fire Inspectors shall receive credit when Fire 
Prevention has been dispatched. 

 
Section 9:  Members will receive credit towards the program for the following non-fire 

incident functions: 
 
 Training:  One (1) credit for attendance at an approved training course for the first three 

(3) hours; a second credit for any hours beyond the first three (3) hours of training 
for each day of training 

 
 Drills: One (1) credit for attendance at approved departmental or company drills.  The 

Chief of Department must grant prior approval for all drills. Credit will not be 
issued for any drills that have not received prior approval. 

 
 Dept. Functions: One (1) credit for each of the members’ company calls missed while 

attending the following functions: 
 
 A)  NJ State Firefighters Convention - Delegates and Life Members only 
 B)  NY/NJ Volunteer Firefighters Association Convention - Delegates only 
 C)  Any fire service organization where the member is an officer of that organization and 

attendance is mandatory 
 D)  Departmental funeral services for anyone other than department members 
 E) IAFC Convention - Chief Officers only 
 

Each member is to complete a form indicating their attendance at any of the above. 
The form shall be supplied by the member's company officers and returned to same 
as soon as possible. 

 
Section 10:  Each company shall report only the total number of qualified firefighters to Fire 



Headquarters at the end of a call. Auxiliary and Junior Auxiliary Firefighters are 
not to be included. 

 
Section 11:  All members are to sign the company fire reports either at the scene or at the 

firehouse.  If the first unit out of the firehouse is going to be delayed at the scene, 
and the second unit is held in the firehouse, the officer in charge may release the 
members from the firehouse only after signing in on a separate company fire report. 
These members shall be the only members to sign a second report. Both company 
fire reports will then be submitted only after being reviewed by the officer in 
charge ensure that there are no double signatures. 

 
Section 12:  The company fire report will be left open for members to sign from the time the 

call is dispatched until the last piece of apparatus has returned to the firehouse. 
 
Section 13:  All company fire reports must be completed in full and must include the following 

information: 
 
 Alarm Number - company and department 
 Time of Alarm 
 Date of Alarm 
 Time Alarm Completed 
 Address 
 Type of Alarm 
 Equipment Used 
 Number of Firefighters 
Regular Meeting                                       May 14, 2009 
                                                           Page #7 
 Signature of OIC 
 Signature of Witness 
 
Section 14:  If a company is dispatched in error, such as when a dispatcher in Fire Headquarters 

activates the wrong tones, and the error is corrected prior to members of the 
company making substantial efforts to respond, the company mistakenly alerted 
will not receive credit for an alarm. If the error is not corrected in a timely manner 
and the members of that company respond to the firehouse, they will be eligible to 
create and submit a report to receive credit for the alarm. Should a dispute arise as 
to whether an erroneous call was corrected before substantial efforts were made by 
the members to respond, the Chief of Department or his or her designee shall make 
the final determination, following a review of the incident. 

 
Section 15:  The company fire reports shall be drafted in triplicate. One copy shall be retained at 

the company; one copy shall be provided to the Stipend Records Clerk and one 
copy shall be provided to the Chief of Department’s Office. 

 
Section 16:  The Chief of Department or his designee will be responsible for reviewing all of 

the company fire reports. If a company submits an incomplete fire report, the Chief 
of Department will notify the Captain of that company and the report must be 
rectified immediately. Each company will receive no more than three (3) warnings 
per calendar year for any incomplete fire report they have submitted. Thereafter, 
any incomplete reports that are submitted will be deemed void and no member will 
receive credit for that report. 

 
Section 17:  The following will be the basis for payment of this program. Annual salary 

adjustments shall be made by the Governing Body in accordance with and at the 
same rate as those adjustments received annually by the Borough’s “white collar” 
employees.  

 
PAYMENT SCALE 

 
QUARTERLY PERCENTAGE QUARTERLY PAYMENT 

 
0% to less then 25% $0.00 

 



25% to less then 35%  
 

$1,139.82 
 

35% to less then 45%  
 

$1,519.77 
 

45% to less then 55%  
 

$1,709.74 
 

55% to less then 65% 
 

$1,899.70 
 

65% and above $2,089.67 

 
 

Section 18: STANDBY SHIFT PROGRAM 
 

I. PURPOSE 
 

A. To provide qualified volunteer on-duty staffing in the Fort Lee Volunteer 
Fire Department (FLFD) fire stations, as needed. 

  
II. APPLICABILITY 
 
 A. All FLFD personnel, as defined within this Policy. 
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III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. Standby Duty Shift - a cohesive group of FLFD members with various 
levels of expertise, including a Shift Officer or senior member serving as 
supervisor. 

B. Shift Officer/Leader - A Lieutenant or Captain, or temporarily a senior 
member, responsible for coordinating shift activity, apparatus coverage, and 
crew discipline on their assigned shift. 

C. Duty Officer - a Fire Officer serving as the point of contact for FLFD 
personnel and as the first due command officer to fire/rescue incidents. 

D. Standby Program Administrator - the Fire Chief, or his designee, who is 
responsible for administration of the Standby Program. 

E. Standby Week - week beginning at 23:00 hours on the Sunday preceding 
the scheduled week through 22:59 hours on the Sunday proceeding the next 
week. The week is based on the scheduled weekly assignment. 

F. Duty Shift at Other Firehouses - members may only work a shift at their 
company. 

G. Shift Credit - Stipend credit given to the individual members for working a 
Standby shift. 

 
IV. POLICY 
 

A. All members of the FLFD, may perform Standby (duty) hours at their 
assigned stations in accordance with the requirements of the Standby 
Program. 

 
V. STANDBY ORGANIZATION 
 

A. Standby Duty Shifts 
 

1. FLFD volunteer personnel are organized into 7 weeknight duty 
shifts on a weekly company rotation. 

 
B. Standby Duty Hours 
 

1. All eligible members may participate in the Standby Program. 



a. Shifts - Standby duty hours are 2300 hours to 0600 hours. 
Standby Shifts shall be limited to 5 members daily. 

b. Members completing a Standby Shift will receive 2 Stipend 
Credits to be applied to their monthly call average. 

c. Members shall be limited to a maximum of 18 Stipend 
Credits per quarter for Standby Shifts. 

d. Members who wish to leave prior to 0600 hours must 
coordinate their departure time with their Officer prior to 
2100 hours the previous night. Members are considered to 
have failed a Standby Shift should they leave the station 
prior to 0530 hours. Officers/senior members must account 
for those individuals they have permitted to leave early. 

2. Auxiliaries who have not completed “Firefighter One” training are 
not permitted on the Standby Shift. 

 
VI. RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

A. Members 
 

1. Members performing Standby hours are responsible for 
compliance with the requirements set forth in this policy and by 
the Rules and Regulations of the FLFD. 
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B. Shift Officers 
 

1. The Shift Officer is responsible for the coordination of all shift 
activity and maintenance of accurate records related to the 
activity.  

 
2. The Shift Officer shall ensure that shift members accurately 

complete required entries for the purpose of record keeping. 
 

 
C. Standby Program Administration 
 

1. The Standby Program Administrator manages the overall Standby 
activity, including all pertinent records. 

2. The Executive Board of the FLFD conducts disciplinary hearings 
for Standby Program failures and determines alternative duty and 
special assignments. 

 
VII. ENFORCEMENT 
 

A. Failure to comply with the requirements of the Standby Policy will be 
considered insubordination, and relative discipline will be administered, as 
follows per the FLFD Rules and Regulations.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

3. The above terms, conditions and governing rules applicable to the Fort Lee Fire 
Department Stipend Program are hereby approved by the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 

4. Any term, condition or governing rule applicable to the Fort Lee Fire Department 
Stipend Program or part thereof inconsistent with this Resolution is repealed to the 
extent of such inconsistency. 

 
 
CA-5 - Endorsing Amendment to Pass Legislation Containing  
Substantial Reforms to the Binding Arbitration Process 



 
AMENDMENT TO BINDING ARBITRATION STATUTE 

 
     WHEREAS, the binding arbitration process was intended to 
support local government aims by arriving at award decisions that 
are equitable to all involved parties, including municipalities, 
and Police and Fire Department personnel, and taxpayers; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the binding arbitration process is mandated by the 
state law; and 
 
     WHEREAS, municipalities are bound by strict fiscal controls 
embodied in the expenditure limit and tax levy cap laws; and   
 
    WHEREAS, it is the norm rather than the exception for state 
approved arbitrators to award raises for police salaries at rates 
that exceed the annual caps; and 
 
     WHEREAS, binding arbitration awards in excess of the caps 
force municipalities to cut other critically needed municipal 
services, in order to fund salary increases, compounded by pension 
increases, to police and fire personnel, and costs for police and 
fire services continue to spiral at an unacceptable rate; and 
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     WHEREAS, the state approved binding arbitration process is 
inconsistent with the State cap laws and is unfair to 
municipalities attempting to control property taxes through fiscal 
responsibility, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee urges the New Jersey State Legislature to pass 
legislation containing substantial reforms to the binding 
arbitration process; and 
 
     BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be 
forwarded to our State Senator, our Representatives in the General 
Assembly, to the Governor and to the New Jersey League of 
Municipalities. 
 
 
CA-6 - Opposing Proposed Diversion of Funds from the Emergency  
Medical Technician Training Fund 
 
          OPPOSITION TO A PROPOSED DIVERSION OF FUNDS 
          FROM THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN TRAINING FUND 
 
     WHEREAS, the Emergency Medical Technician (“EMT”) Training 
Fund was created by New Jersey P.L. 1992, chapter 143 
(N.J.S.A.26:2K-54 et seq.) as a dedicated, non-lapsing, revolving 
fund, established to reimburse any private agency, organization or 
entity which is certified by the Commissioner of Health and Senior 
Services to provide training and testing for volunteer ambulance, 
first aid and rescue squad personnel who are seeking EMT 
certification and/or recertification; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Fund has allowed thousands of Volunteer EMT’s to 
earn and maintain their EMT certification without incurring out-of-
pocket personal expense and without the need for funding from their 
volunteer squad or municipality; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the EMT Training Funds is not supported through the 
use of any tax money, but rather is supported by a $0.50 surcharge 
on each fine, penalty and forfeiture imposed and collected by the 



State of New Jersey for motor vehicle or traffic violations and is 
currently running at approximately a $1,000,000 deficit per year; 
and 
 
     WHEREAS, on April 23, 2009 the Department of Health and Senior 
Services Office of Emergency Medical Services (OEMS) informed the 
New Jersey State First Aid Council of Governor Corzine’s intention 
to redirect $4,000,000 from the dedicated EMT Training Fund to the 
general treasury of the State of New Jersey leaving only a proposed 
$400,000 balance in the Fund; and 
 
     WHEREAS, a $400,000 balance in the EMT Training Fund is 
inadequate to meet the annual training needs of the Volunteer EMT’s 
of this State and will result in severe cut-backs of state-paid EMT 
training for New Jersey’s EMS Volunteer Community, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee 
formally opposes Governor Corzine’s plan to transfer money from the 
EMT Training Fund, because of the detrimental effect this will have 
on the availability of EMT training from New Jersey’s Volunteer EMS 
Community; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee opposes 
the intended re-appropriation of monies from the dedicated EMT 
Training Fund, which would shift the cost of Volunteer EMT Training 
to the Borough of Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corp, the 
municipality and its residents, which during this time of economic  
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hardship, when squads continue to see a decrease in donations, 
contributions, and a short fall in fund raising, is fundamentally 
unfair to those who already volunteer their time to attend training 
courses and answer emergency calls and to require them to pay for 
their own training, when they already provide so much to their 
community, and which will, further, significantly impact the 
recruitment of new members, as well as retention of existing 
members since many will not be able to pay for their training; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor and the Legislature 
of the State of New Jersey are requested not to remove any money 
from the EMT Training Fund and to return any money to the Fund that 
has already been removed for purposes other than those specified in 
New Jersey P.L. 1992, chapter 143; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be 
forwarded to Governor Corzine, to the Borough’s State Legislators 
and to the New Jersey League of Municipalities. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Execution of Fort Lee Municipal Alliance 
Application and Allocating a 25% Match of Said Funding for 2009 
- $4,375 (Borough's Share) 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Municipal Alliance Program, the 
Borough of Fort Lee obtains state funding with respect to 
prevention of alcoholism and drug abuse; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has been requested to provide a 25% 
percent match of said funding, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute the Fort Lee Municipal Alliance 
Program application for funding for the year 2009, and the Borough 
hereby pledges the sum of $4,375 towards such purposes. 
 
 



CA-8 - Approving Mobile Food Truck Owner’s License for Bibi Spann,          
Fort Lee, New Jersey 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Bibi Z. Spann, 3 
Horizon Road, Unit G24, for a license to operate a mobile food 
truck in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 273 of the Borough Code provides that the 
Mayor and Council must approve such license; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has been reviewed and approved by the 
Fort Lee Police Department for a mobile food truck license, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 
applicable license fees and submission of proper liability 
insurance for the operation of a mobile food truck, the Police 
Department is hereby authorized and directed to issue a mobile food 
truck owner’s license to Bibi Z. Spann at the aforementioned 
address. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications 
and Advertise for Bids for an Unmarked Police Vehicle for the 
Police Department 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby 
authorized and directed to advertise for bids or purchase through  
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State contract for: 
 
 . Purchase of One (1) Unmarked Vehicle (SUV) for the Police 
        Department 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Purchase of a Marked Police Vehicle from 
Winner Ford, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, Through State Contract  
#A72467 - $21,478 Plus the Cost of an Extended Warranty 
 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 
a 2009 Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vehicle is available through Winner Ford, via 
New Jersey State Contract #A72467; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicle is over the bid threshold 
amount of $21,000 and the expenditure must be authorized by  
resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to 
purchase the aforementioned 2009 Ford Crown Victoria by purchase 
order from Winner Ford, 250 Haddonfield - Berlin Road, Cherry 
Hill, New Jersey, 08034 in the amount of $21,478.00 plus the cost 
of an extended warranty for the vehicle; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase.  
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Lemoine Investments, at 2175 Lemoine Avenue, Block 5952, Lot 9, 
vs. Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2005-2008 
 

WHEREAS, Lemoine Investments is the owner of property located 
at 2175 Lemoine Avenue, also known as Block 5952, Lot 9; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Lemoine Investments vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney 
and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, and 
that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Lemoine 
Investments vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 002374-2005 
so that the assessment for tax years 2005, 2006 and 2007 will be 
reduced from $4,679,000 to $2,900,000; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Lemoine 
Investments vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 000615-2008 
so that the assessment for tax year 2008 will be reduced from 
$4,679,000 to $3,000,000; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-12 - Rescinding CA-8 Originally Approved April 30th and 
Authorizing Award of Contract to DFFLM, LLC t/a 
Ditschman/Flemington Ford, Flemington, NJ for the Purchase of a 
Mason Dump Truck for General Services - $34,158 
 
    A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
    OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT AFTER NEGOTIATIONS FOR     
    THE PURCHASE OF A NEW DUMP TRUCK 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase a new dump truck for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, having publicly solicited bids on December 6, 2007 
for a new dump truck, the Borough received no bids on December 21, 
2007, and by resolution duly adopted in February 2008 authorized 
rebidding for a new dump truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 22, 2008, a single bid package was 
received from DFFLM, LLC t/a Ditschman/Flemington Ford (“DFFLM”) 
in response to the Borough’s public solicitation for bids for the 
purchase of a new dump truck; and  
 

WHEREAS, after a review of the sole bid, on January 15, 2009 
the Borough determined that DFFLM had failed to provide a Business 



Registration Certificate, as mandated by the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, and the Bid Specifications 
issued by the Borough for the purchase of a new dump truck; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a contractor’s failure to 
include a copy of its Department of Treasury Business Registration 
Certificate at the time designated for the receipt of bids is a 
material and non-waivable defect; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough rejected the bid of DFFLM as non-responsive for failure to 
comply with the requirements of the Bid Specifications and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., and directed the Borough Administrator to take such 
steeps as were necessary for the purchase of a new dump truck for 
use by Borough personnel in performing vital municipal services; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, and 
specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(3), where bids have been publicly 
advertised on two occasions and no acceptable bids have been 
received both times, a public body is entitled to negotiate a 
contract for the goods or services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to Resolution CA-8, on 
April 30, 2009 the Mayor and Council awarded a contract to All  
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American Ford, as a result of negotiations, for the purchase of a 
new dump truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have since been advised that 
DFFLM was not afforded an opportunity to participate in 
negotiations with the Borough for the purchase of a new dump 
truck, and that as a result of discussions with DFFLM, it has 
informed the Borough, in writing, that it will honor the price it 
bid of $34,158 for the purchase of a new dump truck, which truck 
complies with all requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the price proposed by DFFLM results in a 
considerable savings from the price of $37,906 obtained from All 
American Ford during negotiations and, accordingly, the Borough 
wishes to rescind its award of a contract to All American Ford in 
order to take advantage of a savings of nearly $4,000 for the dump 
truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the purchase of a new 
dump truck for use by Borough personnel in performing vital 
municipal services is necessary for the Borough’s efficient 
operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that Resolution CA-8, adopted on April 30, 2009, be and is 
hereby rescinded; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, 
that a contract be and is hereby awarded to DFFLM, LLC t/a 
Ditschman/Flemington Ford, Routes 202 & 31, Flemington, New 
Jersey, for the purchase of a new dump truck at a price of $34,158 
for use by Borough personnel in performing vital municipal 
services consistent with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby is 
authorized to execute a contract with DFFLM for the purchase of a 



new dump truck for use by Borough personnel in performing vital 
municipal services consistent with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications, and pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Amendment to Contract for Steve Muhlstock, 
Tax Appeal Attorney, from $76,950 to $87,500 for 2009       
 
            A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT       
     WITH STEVEN MUHLSTOCK, ESQ. AS SPECIAL TAX COUNSEL 
 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) authorized the award of a contract 
to Steven Muhlstock, Esq. of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock and 
Chewcaskie, LLP to serve as the Borough’s Special Tax Counsel and 
provide professional legal services to the Borough’s during 2009; 
and 
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 WHEREAS, due to the inordinate number of tax appeals filed 
with regard to properties in the Borough, there exists a need for 
the Borough to amend the contract to increase the maximum amount 
payable under the contract for tax appeals handled by  Special Tax 
Counsel; and 
 

WHEREAS, the compensation payable pursuant to the contract 
awarded on January 6, 2009 is $76,950 and the Borough believes it 
is necessary to expand the amount payable to $87,500 in order to 
fairly compensate Special Tax Counsel for the increase in tax 
appeals that he will be required to handle during 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to increase the contract amount 
for the services to be performed by Special Tax Counsel during 
2009 and Special Tax Counsel has agreed that the proposed increase 
is reasonable as compensation for the excessive number of tax 
appeals filed in the Borough during 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  in awarding a contract to Special Tax Counsel, the 
Borough has complied with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly 
known as the “State Pay to Play” law, through the use of a “fair 
and open process;” and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Special Tax Counsel desire to 
execute an amendment to the contract for tax counsel services, 
setting forth the increase in the compensation to be paid; and 

 
WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract for tax counsel 

services is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That an amendment to the contract with Special Tax 
Counsel shall be and is hereby approved, setting forth an increase 
in the annual compensation to be paid for tax counsel services from 
$76,950 to $87,500, retroactive to January 1, 2009, in order to 
fairly provide reasonable payment for the services of Special Tax 



Counsel during 2009 as a result of the inordinate number of tax 
appeals filed in the Borough. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute an amendment to the contract with Special Tax Counsel for 
tax counsel services to be provided during 2009. 
 
 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-14 - Endorsing Grant Application to the State of New Jersey for  
a Sustainable Small Grant Funded by Wal-Mart With Regard to the  
Borough’s Solar Panels by Integrating All Three of the Borough’s 
Solar Locations With a Central Display 
 

  Resolution of Support from Local Governing Body  
  Authorizing the Sustainable Jersey™ Grant funded by  
  Wal-Mart 

 
WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of 

life for its residents by ensuring that its environmental, 
economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually 
supportive; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee strives to save tax dollars, 
assure clean land, air and water, improve working and living 
environments; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is participating in the 
Sustainable Jersey Program; and  

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey 
Program is to provide resources to municipalities to make progress 
on sustainability issues, and they have created a grant program 
called the Sustainable Jersey Small Grants funded by Wal-Mart; and 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee has previously installed 
solar power generation facilities at three (3) locations within 
the Borough and has provided for an interactive display to promote 
the Borough’s initiatives and provide a means of public education; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee is desirous to build upon 
our public education component by integrating information from all 
three (3) locations at the central display and to provide access 
to this information via the internet, 

 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, has determined that an application for the 
aforementioned Grant should be made to achieve these objectives; 
and 

 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee , State 
of New Jersey, authorize the submission of the aforementioned 
Sustainable Jersey Grant funded by Wal-Mart. 
 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-3, CA-5, CA-7, 
CA-11, CA-13 and CA-14. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Mayor Sokolich replied to CA-3.  Mayor 
Sokolich spoke to CA-5.  Ms. Thomas responded to CA-7 and CA-11. 
Messrs. Sokolich and Cervieri discussed CA-11 and Mayor Sokolich 



and Ms. Thomas replied to CA-14. 
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-14) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-1 – Amending Capital Budget 
 
 Councilman Sargenti introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2009 was adopted on 
the 30th day of April, 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 
section, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 
amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2009 
Budget be made: 
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FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2009) 
    
         Capital     Grants in            To Be 
                   Estimated      Improvement     Aid and          Debt          Funded In 
Project #2009-1     Total Cost       Fund         Other Funds     Authorized     Future Years 
  
 
Various Improvements  7,000,000     100,000                       1,900,000       5,000,000 
 
Total All Projects    8,900,000     100,000        1,884,000      1,916,000       5,000,000       
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2009-2014 
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 
                       Funding Amounts Per Year       
 
Project #2009-1   Estimated Total   Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 
                    Cost                Year    Year      Year       Year     Year      Year 
                                        2009    2010      2011       2012     2013      2014 
 
Various Improvements 7,000,000        2,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 
  
 
Total All Projects   8,900,000        3,900,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2009-2014 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  
       Estimated     Capital  Grants in Aid  Bonds and Notes 
Project           Total Cost    Improvement    and Other        General     
                                     Fund            Funds 
 
2009-1                 7,000,000     350,000                       6,650,000 
 
Total All Projects     8,900,000     350,000      1,884,000        6,666,000 
 
 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2009) 
 
      Capital Grants in                 To Be 
       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Aid and      Debt          Funded In 
Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Other Funds  Authorized     Future Years 
 
Various Imp.  2009-1     2,300,000     115,000                    2,185,000 
  
Total All Projects       9,200,000     115,000      1,884,000     2,201,000     5,000,000 
          
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2009-2014 
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 



 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project    Project    Estimated  Estimated   Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 
              #       Total Cost Completion   Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 
                                  Time        2009     2010    2011   2012   2013   2014 
 
Various Impr 2009-1    2,300,000   2009    2,300,000 
             
                                                             
Total All Projects     9,200,000           4,200,000  1,000,000 Each Year for 2010-2014 
 
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2009-2014 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 
  Estimated Total Capital  Grants in Aid    Bonds and Notes 
Project        Cost          Improvement     and Other          General 
                               Fund           Funds 
 
2009-1       1,550,000       115,000                           2,185,000 
 
Total All    9,200,000       365,000       1,884,000           6,951,000 
Projects 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 
resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 
Local Government Services. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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APPOINTMENT 
 

A-1 – Library Board of Trustees 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Susan Kumar to serve as a member 
of the Library Board of Trustees for an unexpired term through 
December 31, 2010.  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 

 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – announced that on Wednesday, June 3rd the 
premier of a student documentary entitled “A Walk Through Time” 
will be shown at the Fort Lee High School auditorium at 7:00 p.m. 
This documentary was made by the fifth and sixth graders from Fort 
Lee Public Schools #1 and #3.  The documentary was prepared with 
assistance from the Fort Lee Film Commission from a grant that the 
film commission received from the Bergen County Office of Cultural 
and Heritage Affairs.  Tickets will be sold at the door for $5.00 
which proceeds will go towards the Thomas Pane statue project. 
 
 The following is the remaining schedule of the Fort Lee Film 
Commission’s Cliffhanger 2009 Spring Festival movie series. 
  

1. May 16th – “Seven Days in May” 
2. May 23rd – “All the President’s Men” 
3. May 30th – “Good Night and Good Luck” 
4. June 6th – “The Last Hurrah” 

 
 Each movie is being shown at Borough Hall, every Saturday 
night at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – reminded everyone that the Borough’s street 



fair is scheduled for Sunday, June 7th.  There will be music and 
over 100 vendors at the event.  Booths for vendors can still be 
reserved by contacting Tom Meyers, Director of the Office of 
Cultural & Heritage Affairs, at 201-592-3663. 
 
 He stated that he recently attended a tree planting ceremony 
which was sponsored by the United Homeowners in memory of Lewis F. 
Cole, former Fort Lee Superintendent of Schools.  He thanked and 
praised the homeowners for recognizing Mr. Cole who was a well 
admired man. 
 
 He stated that he also attended the Fort Lee High School 
Honors and Awards Dinner last night.  Many of the high school 
junior and seniors received awards and scholarships for their 
academic performance.  He offered his congratulations to all of 
the award recipients. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – stated that the United Homeowners will be 
presenting a program at the Fort Lee Library meeting room on 
Wednesday, May 27th at 7:30.  The guest speaker is from the Flat 
Rock Brook Nature Preserve in Englewood, and the program will 
focus on the beauty of nature.  There is no cost to attend, but 
because the Fort Lee Community Food Bank is running low the United 
Homeowners are requesting that anyone who attends bring a non-
perishable food item.    
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 Messrs. Goldberg spoke to this Sunday’s Diabetes Run and Walk 
which is being co-sponsored by the  Borough’s of Cliffside Park 
and Fort Lee.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that a lot of businesses are involved 
and there will be box lunches for all of the participants.  There 
will also be a health fair at the Cliffside Park High School 
during the hours from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  He urged everyone to 
participate in the event. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – stated that he introduced last Saturday 
night’s Fort Lee Film Commission movie, “Hail the Conquering 
Hero”.  He said he was pleased to see so many people attend the 
movie. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced that the “Friends of the 
Library” is sponsoring a tour of Ellis Island on Saturday, May 
30th.  The cost is $70.00.  For further information call 201-568-
2146. 
 
 She added that the “Friends of the Library” needs volunteers 
for the upcoming June 13th book sale.   
 
 She further announced the following library events: 
  
     1. Tuesday, May 19th at 7:00 p.m. – Water Color Demonstration 
         By Thomas Valenti 
 
     2. Saturday, May 23rd at 3:00 p.m. Ardis Cavin Harp Ensemble 

 
     3. Thursday, June 11th at 2:00 p.m. the movie “A Funny Thing 
         Happened on the Way to the Forum” will be shown 
 
      
Councilman Cervieri – stated that the Madonna Carnival is underway 
and will run through Sunday, May 17th on the Madonna Church 



grounds. 
 
  
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker      Subject        Response 
 
Nina Levinson      .United Homeowner’s Meeting   
1560 West St.        on June 10th at the Richard A. 
                     Nest Senior Citizens’ Center 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:35 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                               Thursday, April 30, 2009 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 6, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 7, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3.  On March 6, 2009, a copy of said change in schedule date 
and time was posted at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.  On 
the same date, copies of the change in meeting time were also 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 



notice. 
 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 Mayor Sokolich updated the residents with regards to the 
former Centuria project. (Redevelopment Area 5)  He stated that 
the Borough has terminated the redevelopers agreement it had with 
Town & Country Developers.  The Borough has approved and currently 
is offering Request for Proposals (RFP) for the property.  
Approximately 50 people have requested copies of the RFP.  The RFP 
is a detailed description in a way the Borough envisions 
Redevelopment Area 5 being developed.  The RFP has many exhibits 
including exhibits from the prior redeveloper.  It has 
requirements that any candidate/redeveloper will have to comply 
with.  Ultimately, once the RFP’s have been received by the 
Borough, the Borough will look at and review the qualifications of 
all the prospective candidates.  On April 20th there was a 
mandatory pre-submission conference in the Council Chambers.  
Entities and individuals who had requested copies of the RFP came 
to the meeting where there was an exchange of questions and 
answers.  The submission of the RFP is due on Friday, July 17th.  
The Borough is not obligated to select anyone.  The Borough is 
proceeding on a very transparent basis at a very deliberate rate. 
The Borough is going to maintain the best interests of the public 
with regard to this project. 
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 Mayor Sokolich also stated the Borough is expected to adopt 
its budget tonight.  He mentioned that when he took office in 
January 2008, he and the governing body made a promise to 
collectively take any initiative that would save taxpayers money 
and reduce the Borough’s tax rate.  He’s proud of the initiatives 
that have been put in place including a hiring freeze, ambulance 
co-pay, bond debt reduction and negotiating with the BCUA to 
change their methodology in how they bill the Borough.  All of the 
initiatives combined lowered the tax levy and help reduce taxes.  
These initiatives are hard things to accomplish during these tough 
economic times.  Other municipalities are laying off employees and 
contemplating furloughs.  The Borough is not contemplating either 
of these things at this time.  Other towns in Bergen County will 
have 10% to 17% tax increases.  There are some towns which may 
have tax increases of up to 25%.  Increased pension and insurance 
costs make it hard to keep tax rates low.  The Borough is expected 
to adopt the budget tonight with a 3.1% tax rate increase.  With 
the school and county tax rates added in the Borough’s overall 
blended tax rate will be approximately 3.6%.  He’s proud of the 
budget and he added that the budget presented tonight was 
accomplished through a joint and collective effort. 
 

 
PROCLAMATIONS 

 
PR-1 – National Library Week 

 
     WHEREAS, National Library Week is a national observance 
sponsored by the American Library Association and libraries across 
the country; and 
 
     WHEREAS, Fort Lee schools join in celebrating the importance 
of school library media centers and the contributions of our 
libraries and librarians; and 
 
     WHEREAS, school library media centers will also join the 
American Association of School Librarians in celebrating the month 
of April as “School Library Media Month”; and 



 
     WHEREAS, during this week and throughout the month, the 
library media centers will offer activities to highlight the 
various services it offers to students and staff ranging from 
storytelling, information to help improve reading skills and how to 
use the Internet; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the theme is “Worlds Connect@ your library” with 
emphasis to increase public awareness and support the libraries and 
librarians for the key role they play in our lives; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Library celebrates ninety years of 
service to the public, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, did hereby proclaim April 12 - 14, 2009 as “NATIONAL 
LIBRARY WEEK” in Fort Lee, New Jersey and called upon all residents 
of this great borough to join me in supporting the aims and goals 
and heightening the awareness of the importance of our libraries. 
 

 
PR-2 – Carmela Giambona – Community Service 
 
 Mayor Sokolich invited Carmela Giambona up to the podium and 
stated that Carmela is the owner of the “Big Red Tomato” 
restaurant in Fort Lee on Anderson Avenue.  He stated that Carmela 
and her family and friends throughout the years have been raising  
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money for charitable causes.  She devotes tireless efforts for the 
neediest people in society.  He also thanked Joan Alter who 
encouraged him to present Carmela with a Community Service award. 
 
  Mayor Sokolich read the following proclamation: 
 

WHEREAS, Carmela Giambona was born and raised in Fort Lee, 
and The Giambona Family have made Fort Lee their home for almost 
fifty years; and, 
 

WHEREAS, Carmela and her brother, Vincent, have owned and 
operated a very popular Italian restaurant servicing Fort Lee, the 
“Big Red Tomato Restaurant” for thirteen years; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Carmela always promised herself that if her 

restaurant was successful and survived the first year in business, 
that she would always sponsor events for the needy and give back 
to her fellow neighbors by being an active member in her 
community; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Carmela sponsors an Annual Food Drive during the 

Thanksgiving Holiday to help women who have been battered and 
beaten for the last thirteen years, whereby their restaurant is 
closed down for one Sunday per year and sponsor a dinner for the 
women and their children, all inclusive of entertainment, clowns, 
face painting, disc jockey, dancing, etc.; and,   

  
WHEREAS, Carmela sponsors an Annual Toy Drive for children of 

the shelters assisting the battered women during the Christmas 
holiday, whereby Carmela coordinates hundreds of people to assist 
her in this most worthwhile initiative, and Carmela personally 
visits the shelter to obtain the names and ages of each child so 
that a specific gift is selected, which is an incredible 
undertaking for one person; gifts are provided by patrons, friends 
of the family and any shortfall is subsidized by Carmela and Big 
Red Tomato’s own funds (sometimes in excess of 50% of the gifts 
needed), which demonstrates Carmela’s generosity, and the gifts 
are delivered to the children by Santa Claus, as well as donations 



to our local PBA, sports leagues and schools,   
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee wish to recognize Carmela Giambona and The 
Giambona Family for the legacy they have established; they are 
truly unsung heroes of our community, and embody the true meaning 
of “family”, and extend best wishes for their continued happiness 
and success; and.   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich, 

consider Carmela Giambona as one of its most giving citizens and 
is appreciative of the positive impact on the lives that Carmela 
has touched over the many years and present her with a 
commemorative Key to the City for being such an outstanding role 
model for our community.    
      
 Mayor Sokolich presented Carmela with a “Key to the Borough” 
and told her how proud he’s of her and her family for their 
outstanding contributions to society. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 5, 2009 
Executive Session were approved. 
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 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 12, 
2009 Regular Meeting were approved with Council Members Goldberg 
and Cervieri abstaining. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 
 
Ordinance #2009-22 - Capital Ordinance Appropriating $280,590 for 
Law Enforcement Technology for the Police Department - Grant    
#208CKWX0490 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and carried, Ord. #2009-22 entitled, “ORDINANCE 
APPROPRIATING $280,590 FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT IN 
AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
May 14, 2009. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Ordinance #2009-17 - Appropriating an Additional $1,400,000 for 
the Main Street/Hudson Terrace Roadway Improvement Project  
 
 Councilman Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left 
the podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2009-
17 entitled, “ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $1,400,000 FOR ROADWAY 



IMPROVEMENTS TO MAIN STREET AND HUDSON TERRACE IN AND BY THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 Councilman Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in 
the meeting. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-18 - Amending Chapter 289, Parking, Article IV, 
Parking Meters et al. and Chapter 388, Vehicles and Traffic, 
Article V, by Amending Location of Parking Meters on West Side of  
Central Road and by Prohibiting Parking on the East Side of 
Central Road  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING,  
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ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT 
PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES ESTABLISHED; VIOLATIONS 
AND PENALTIES; AND CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V  
SCHEDULES, SECTION 43 SCHEDULE I NO PARKING OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2009-19 - Amending Chapter 55, Fire Department by  
Establishing Section 27, Stipend Program 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-19 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 55, FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-20 - Appropriating $922,000 to Provide for the 
Acquisition of Property at 2005 Hoyt Avenue  - $300,000 to be 
Provided from the Port Authority and $622,000 of Which is to be 
Provided as a Re-Appropriation from Bond Ordinance #’s 2004-27, 
2006-36 and 2007-31 
 
 Councilman Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left 



the podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-20 entitled, “ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN 
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY APPROPRIATING $922,000 TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2005 HOYT AVENUE 
IN THE BOROUGH, $300,000 OF WHICH IS TO BE PROVIDED FROM THE NEW 
JERSEY PORT AUTHORITY AND $622,000 OF WHICH IS TO BE PROVIDED AS A 
RE-APPROPRIATION FROM BOND ORDINANCE #2004-27, AS AMENDED BY BOND 
ORDINANCE #2006-36, AS AMENDED BY BOND ORDINANCE #2007-31 OF THE 
BOROUGH, FINALLY ADOPTED JUNE 10, 2004, AS AMENDED JULY 20, 2006, 
AS AMENDED JULY 19, 2007, NOT NEEDED FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 Councilman Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in 
the meeting. 
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Ordinance #2009-21 – Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget 
Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-
45.14) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-21 entitled, “CALENDAR YEAR 2009 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED 
THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP 
BANK (N.J.S.A.40A:4-45.14).” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET 2009 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, and seconded by Councilman  
Sargenti, the public hearing was opened relative to the 2009 
Municipal Budget. 
 
 Cliff Gold, 555 North Avenue, praised the Mayor and Council 
and Borough Administrator for keeping the municipal budget numbers 
down. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the public hearing was closed relative to the 2009 
Municipal Budget. 
 

WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2009 was 
approved on April 2, 2009; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as 
advertised; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, that the following amendment 
to the approved budget of 2009 be made: 
 
CURRENT FUND BUDGET 
 
ANTICIPATED REVENUES       From       To 
 
3.  Miscellaneous Revenues - Section A:  
     Local Revenues Borough of Cliffside 
     Park Sewer Charges         $400,000.00        $432,720.00 
      
    Total Section A: Local Revenues          $2,505,700.00      $2,538,420.00 
 
3.  Miscellaneous Revenues – Section B: 
     State Aid Without Offsetting Appropriations    
 
     Consolidated Municipal Property Tax       $519,791.00        $375,822.00 
      Relief 
     Energy Receipts Tax                     $1,629,341.00      $1,740,031.00 
     Garden State Trust                              $0.00            $375.00 
 
    Total Section B: State Aid Without       $2,218,586.00      $2,185,682.00 
     Offsetting Appropriations 
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3.  Miscellaneous Revenues – Section F: Special Items of General Revenue 
     Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of Director of Local Government 
     Services – Public and Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations 
 
     Municipal Alliance on Alcoholism and 
      Drug Abuse                                $17,500.00         $16,765.00 
     Hepatitis B                                                       485.00 
     Clean Communities                                              39,840.77 
     Body Armor                                                     20,832.00 
     Pedestrian Safety                                               4,850.00 
     Walksafe Fort Lee                                               6,000.00 
     DWI                                                             4,800.00 
     Infrastructure Preparedness                                     1,500.00 
     Public Health Priority Funding                                 15,080.00 
     Recycling Tonnage Grant                                        14,227.96 
     Pandemic Flu                                                    7,248.00 
     State CMB Tobacco                                               3,720.00 
     Stormwater Grant                                                5,155.00 
     Highway Safety                                                 12,800.00 
     Alcohol Education Rehabilitation                                1,659.91 
     Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund                                  6,034.11 
 
Total Section F: Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior  
 Written Consent of Director of Local Government Services – Public and  
 Private Revenues:                             $113,034.00        $256,531.95 
      
 
    TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES             $7,605,262.62      $7,748,576.57  
 
  
5.  SUBTOTAL GENERAL REVENUES               $11,209,262.62     $11,352,576.57       
    (Items 1,2,3 and 4)    
 
7.  TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES (Items 5 and 6)  $66,650,217.45     $66,793,531.40 
 
 
Appropriations 
 
8 (A) Operations – Excluded from “CAPS” 
   Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenues     
     Municipal Alliance on Alcoholism and        
      Drug Abuse                                $17,500.00         $16,765.00 
      Match                                      $4,375.00           4,191.00 
      Hepatitis B                                                      485.00 
      Clean Communities                                             39,840.77 
      Body Armor                                                    20,832.20 
      Pedestrian Safety                                              4,850.00 



      Walksafe Fort Lee                                              6,000.00 
      DWI                                                            4,800.00 
      Infrastructure Preparedness                                    1,500.00 
      Public Health Priority Funding                                15,080.00 
      Recycling Tonnage Grant                                       14,227.96 
      Pandemic Flu                                                   7,248.00 
      State CMB Tobacco                                              3,720.00 
      Stormwater Grant                                               5,155.00 
      Highway Safety                                                12,800.00 
      Alcohol Education Rehabilitation                               1,659.81 
      Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund                                 6,034.11 
 
  Total Public and Private Programs Offset 
   By Revenues                                 $117,409.00        $260,722.95 
 
  TOTAL OPERATIONS – EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”    $6,639,844.00      $6,783,157.95 
 
  Detail: Other Expenses                     $6,480,188.00      $6,633,501.95 
 
(H-2) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR        
 MUNICIPAL PURPOSES EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”    $14,409,194.00     $14,552,507.95 
 
(O) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS – 
      EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”                 $14,409,194.00     $14,552,507.95 
 
 (L) SUBTOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 
      (Items (H-1) AND (O)                 $64,699,217.45     $64,842,531.40 
 
 
9.  TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS           $66,650,217.45     $66,793,531.40 
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that three certified copies of this  
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resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 
Local Government Services for his certification of the 2009 Local 
Municipal Budget so amended. 
 
 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, that the Amended Budget hereto and 
hereby made a part hereof is a true copy of the Amended Budget 
approved by resolution of the governing body on April 30, 2009. 
 
 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, that the Adopted Budget Amendment 
annexed hereto and hereby made a part of the 2009 Budget is a copy 
of the original on file with the Clerk of the Governing Body, that 
all additions are correct, all statements contained herein are in 
proof and the total of anticipated revenues equals the total of 
appropriations. 
 
 The budget amendment was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee of the County of Bergen that the budget herein before set 
forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for 
the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as 
appropriations, and authorization of the amount of $55,440,954.83 
for municipal purposes, and 
 
(a) $55,440,954.83 (Item 2 below) for municipal purposes, and 
 
(b)          $0.00 (Item 3 below) for school purposes in Type I  
School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18A:9-2) to be raised by taxation, 
and 
 
{C}                (Item 4 below) to be added to the certificate 
of amount to be raised by taxation for local school purposes in 
Type II School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18:9-3) and the 
certification to the County Board of Taxation of the following 



summary of general revenues and appropriations. 
 

SUMMARY OF REVENUES 
 
1. General Revenues 
    Surplus Anticipated                       08-100           $1,331,000.00 
    Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated       40004-10          $7,605,262.00 
    Receipts from Delinquent Taxes            15-499           $2,273,000.00 
 
2. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
    MUNICIPAL PURPOSES (Item 6(a), Sheet 11)  07-190          $55,440,954.83 
 
3. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
    SCHOOLS IN TYPE 1 SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY 
    Item 6, Sheet 42                          07-195 
    Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14    07-191 
 
    Total Amount to be Raised by Taxation for 
     Schools in Type I School Districts Only                  $55,440,954.83 
 
4. To Be Added TO THE CERTIFICATE FOR AMOUNT  
    TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR SCHOOLS IN 
    TYPE II SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY: 
 
     Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14)  07-195 
     Total Revenues                          40000-10         $66,650,217.45 
 
 

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 
 
5. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS: 
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      Within “CAPS” 
 
        (a&b) Operations Including Contingent                $45,389,992.00 
        (e) Deferred Charges and Statutory  
             Expenditures - Municipal                         $4,853,804.00 
 
   Excluded from “CAPS” 
 
        (a) Operations - Total Operations Excluded 
             from “CAPS”                                      $6,639,844.00 
        {c} Capital Improvements                                 150,000.00 
        (d) Municipal Debt Service                             7,619,350.00 
 
        (m) Reserve for Uncollected Taxes (Include Other       1,951,000.00 
             Reserves if any 
 
Total Appropriations                                         $66,650,217.45 
 
     On motion jointly approved by the entire Governing Body, and  
seconded jointly by the entire Governing Body, the resolution to 
adopt the 2009 Fort Lee Municipal budget was approved on the 
following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 It is hereby certified that the within budget is a true copy 
of the budget finally adopted by resolution of the Governing Body 
on the 30th Day of April, 2009.  It is further certified that each 
item of revenue and appropriation is set forth in the same amount 
and by the same title as appeared in the 2009 approved budget and 
all amendments thereto, if any, which have been previously 
approved by the Director of Local Government Services. 
 

Certified by me on this 30th day of April 2009 
Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 



 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-17 (except 
for CA-14 and CA-15), which were removed from the proposed consent 
agenda before the regular meeting began. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $22,086,757.34 
Capital                                        1,256,996.59 
Road Improvement Plan                             66,149.54 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    6,774.43 
Trip Admissions                                      900.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         32,652.42 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
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Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             625.00 
Redemption Account                                18,046.26 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                2,724.94 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   10,430.86 
Police Justice                                    56,242.95 
 
Total:                                       $ 23,538,300.33 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #997 for the Saint Rocco American 
Mutual Aid Society 
 

WHEREAS, Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society, 
110 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle  
application for August 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th, 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #997, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Raffle License #1000 for the Fort Lee Educational 
Foundation Ltd.  
 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee Education Foundation Ltd,  210 Whiteman 
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application 
for October 4, 2009; and 



 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all  
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #1000, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-4 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Brian 
Rodriguez for Fire Company #4 
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Brian Rodriguez for 
Fire Company #4 was approved. 
 
 
CA-5 - Accepting Boswell’s Proposal for 2009 NJDOT Local Aid 
Project North Avenue Improvements – Fee Not to Exceed        
$17,500.00 for the Survey and Design Phase 
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
        PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 
perform survey and design services with respect to improvements to  
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be constructed on North Avenue in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated  
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 
professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated March 13, 2009, attached hereto (Available in the Office of 
the Borough Clerk; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the performance of survey and design services 
with respect to improvements to be constructed on North Avenue in 
the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Boswell at a cost not to exceed $17,500, and the 
contract for such professional engineering services is awarded 
pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional engineering services to perform survey and design 
services with respect to improvements to be constructed on North 
Avenue in the Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and 
the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to the performance of 
survey and design services with respect to improvements to be 
constructed on North Avenue in the Borough, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated March 13, 2009, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and 
between Boswell and the Borough, dated as of January 1, 2009, for 
services as the Borough Engineer. 
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 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services  
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Payment to J. Fletcher Creamer, Hackensack, New 
Jersey for Emergency Sewer Repairs on Thirteenth Street - 
$10,857.54 
 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists to the safety and 
welfare of the public by the way of a broken sewer pipe and check 
valve on 13th Street, 
 
     WHEREAS, said repairs to be and declared an extreme emergency; 
and 
 
     WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
Department of Public Works and the Supervisor of Sewers, J. 
Fletcher Creamer was retained on an emergency basis to repair said 
pipe, 



 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to J. Fletcher Creamer 
of 101 River Road, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601, in the amount of 
$10,857.54; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of 
the Borough Clerk and such funds are available under the capital 
account #04-2150-55-2639-011. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Payment to Gotthold Paving, Edgewater, New  
Jersey for Emergency Sewer Repairs on Anderson Avenue – $22,240.00 
 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists to the safety and 
welfare of the public by the way of a broken sewer pipe from 
manhole to manhole 176’ on Anderson Avenue, 
 
     WHEREAS, said repairs to be and declared an extreme emergency; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
Department of Public Works, and the Supervisor of Sewers, Gotthold 
Paving was retained on an emergency basis to repair said pipe, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to Gotthold Paving, P.O. 
Box 205, Edgewater, New Jersey 07020 in the amount of $22,240.00;  
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and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of  
the Borough Clerk and such funds are available under capital 
account #04-2150-55-2639-011. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Purchase of a 2009 Ford Super Duty F-350 (Mason 
Dump Truck) from All American Ford, Hackensack, New Jersey for 
General Services - $37,906.00 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT AFTER NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR THE PURCHASE OF A NEW DUMP TRUCK 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase a new dump truck for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, having publicly solicited bids on December 6, 2007 
for a new dump truck, the Borough received no bids on December 21, 
2007, and by resolution duly adopted in February 2008 authorized 
rebidding for a new dump truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 22, 2008, a single bid package was 
received from DFFLM, LLC t/a Ditschman/Flemington Ford (“DFFLM”) 
in response to the Borough’s public solicitation for bids for the 
purchase of a new dump truck; and  
 

WHEREAS, after a review of the sole bid, the Borough 
determined on January 15, 2009 that DFFLM failed to provide a 
Business Registration Certificate, as mandated by the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, and the Bid Specifications 
issued by the Borough for the purchase of a new dump truck; and 
 



WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a contractor’s failure to 
include a copy of its Department of Treasury Business Registration 
Certificate at the time designated for the receipt of bids is a 
material and non-waivable defect; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by resolution, the Borough rejected the bid of 
DFFLM as non-responsive for failure to comply with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications and in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and 
directed the Borough Administrator to take such steeps as were 
necessary for the purchase of a new dump truck for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, and 
specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(3), where bids have been publicly 
advertised on two occasions and no acceptable bids have been 
received both times, a public body is entitled to negotiate a 
contract for the work; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of negotiations with entities, 
including DFFLM, the Mayor and Council wish to award a contract to 
All American Ford for the purchase of a new dump truck for use by 
Borough personnel in performing vital municipal services, as the 
price obtained from All American Ford is the lowest price obtained 
during negotiations and complies with all requirements of the Bid 
Specifications; and 
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 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the purchase of a new 
dump truck for use by Borough personnel in performing vital 
municipal services is necessary for the Borough’s efficient 
operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that a contract be and is hereby awarded to All American 
Ford, 520 River Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601 for the 
purchase of a new dump truck at a price of $37,906.00 for use by 
Borough personnel in performing vital municipal services 
consistent with the requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby is 
authorized to execute a contract with All American Ford for the 
purchase of a new dump truck for use by Borough personnel in 
performing vital municipal services consistent with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications, and pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing the Borough’s Participation in the Pooled Note 
Program of the Bergen County Improvement Authority 
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE  
        COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “LOCAL UNIT”) 
        AUTHORIZING THE LOCAL UNIT’S PARTICIPATION IN THE POOLED 
        NOTE PROGRAM OF THE BERGEN COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY 
 



 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, 
State of New Jersey (the “Local Unit”), duly adopted various bond 
ordinances to authorize the issuance of bonds or notes to finance 
the costs of various capital improvements and purposes by and in 
the Local Unit (the “Local Unit Projects”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit either has issued or desires to issue 
notes to temporarily finance the Local Unit Projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit seeks to issue the rollover of its 
existing notes and/or the “new money” notes (collectively, the 
“Local Unit Notes”) through the Pooled Note Program of The Bergen 
County Improvement Authority (the “BCIA”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Pooled Note Program of the BCIA will allow the 
Local Unit to benefit from reduced interest costs as a result of a 
guaranty by the County of Bergen, in the State of New Jersey (the 
“County Guaranty”) on the debt service of the BCIA Pooled Note 
Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such Local Unit Notes shall be issued in accordance 
with the provisions of the Local Bond Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:2-1 et 
seq., 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
 Section 1.  The Local Unit hereby authorizes the Local Unit’s 
participation in the BCIA Pooled Note Program. 
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 Section 2.  The Local Unit consents to the BCIA’s application 
to the Local Finance Board of the Division of Local Government 
Services, in the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs (the 
“Local Finance Board”) in connection with the Pooled Note Program. 
 
 Section 3.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 
CA–10 - Authorizing the Mayor to Execute an Agreement With the  
440 Company - Carriage House, L.P. at 1275 Fifteen Avenue for the 
Purpose of The Borough Placing a Generator Inside Their Building 
With Regard to the Borough’s Wireless Public Safety  
Communications Network 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING 
THE ENTRY OF A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE 440 
COMPANY – CARRIAGE HOUSE, L.P. PERTAINING TO 
THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK 
PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) previously determined to improve the Borough’s public 
safety radio communications system; and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to the Borough 

authorized the hiring of Concepts To Operations, Inc. to evaluate 
the existing radio communication system, and to provide a report 
outlining findings and recommendations; and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the provision of a 
wireless public safety communications network; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough subsequently determined that the bid 



submitted by M/A-COM, Inc. (“M/A-COM”) was in compliance with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications, constituted the lowest 
responsible and complying bidder for the provision of a wireless 
public safety communications network, and awarded a contract to 
M/A COM; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough authorized the execution of a Ground Lease Agreement with 
the Regency Co-Op, Inc. to serve as the first of two locations in 
the Borough with optimal transmission and receiving capabilities 
as the basis for the Borough’s wireless public safety 
communications system; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the 440 Company - Carriage House, L.P. (“Carriage 
House”) is the owner of certain property and high rise premises 
located at 1275 Fifteenth Street in the Borough, which property 
has been determined to serve as a second site with optimal  
transmission and receiving capabilities as part of the Borough’s 
wireless public safety communications system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to use a portion of the roof 
and facilities of the Carriage House’s premises for installation, 
maintenance and operation of radio transmitting and receiving 
equipment and other associated equipment in connection with the 
improvement to its wireless public safety communications system 
for the protection of its citizens and emergency personnel; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in the best 
interest of the public to enter into a lease agreement with the  
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Carriage House; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to enter into a 
lease agreement with the Carriage House related to the Borough’s  
proposed wireless public safety communications network project; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the authorization of a lease agreement with the 
Carriage House related to the Borough’s proposed wireless public 
safety communications network project is in the best interests of 
the Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That a Lease Agreement shall be and is hereby approved 
related to the Borough’s proposed wireless public safety 
communications network project in accordance with the document 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and 
contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 
satisfactory to the Borough and the Municipal Attorney. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute the Lease Agreement by and between the Borough and the 
Carriage House, memorializing the compensation to be paid by the 
Borough to the Carriage House and the lease rights of the Borough,  
and such other terms and conditions as may be necessary; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the Lease Agreement; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 



contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 
Clerk’s office. 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to 
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering January 1, 2005 to 
March 31, 2009 - $2,040.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $950.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 
union licenses for the period covering January 1, 2009 through 
March 31, 2009. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to 
the Department of Human Services; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Collector- Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
American payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $1,050.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 
union licenses for the period covering January 2005 through 
December 2008; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $40.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the period covering January 1, 2009 through March 31, 2009. 
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CA-12 - Authorizing Superintendent of Public Works to File a 2008 
Application for a Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant With The New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Statewide Mandatory Source 
Separation and Recycling Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1 E-99.11 et seq. has 
established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made 
to municipalities in order to encourage local source separation 
and recycling programs; and 
 
     WHEREAS, it is the intent and spirit of the New Jersey 
Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage 
grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue 
and expand existing programs; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Recycling Act imposes on municipalities certain 
requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, 
including, but not limited to making and keeping accurate, 
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the  
municipality; and 
 
     WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply 
for such tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of this 
municipality to recycling and indicate the assent of the Borough 
of Fort Lee to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the 
requirements contained in the Recycling Act; and 
 
     WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual 
authorized to ensure that the application is properly completed 
and timely filed, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby endorses the submission of a 2008 
Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant Application to the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection and Energy, Office of 
Recycling and Planning and designates Anthony Lione, 



Superintendent of Public Works, to ensure that the said 
application is properly filed. 
 
 
CA-13 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for the 
Rehabilitation of Stairs and Drainage at the 2486 8th Street Fort 
Lee Affordable Housing Rental Building - $65,000.00 
 
 WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of  
$65,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee Assistance & Support 
Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation, for the Eighth Street Garden 
Affordable Rental Housing Building, 2486 8th Street, in the 
Municipality of Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the Municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid  
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project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development  
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.  
 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing Purchase of Two Police Vehicles from Winner  
Ford, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, Through State Contract #A72467 for 
the Purchase of Two Police Vehicles for the Police Department –  
$21,478.00 for Each Vehicle Plus the Cost of Extended Warranties 
for Each Vehicle 
 
 This item was removed from the consent agenda after the 
conclusion of the executive session meeting held earlier in the 
evening. 
 
 
CA-15 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for an Unmarked Police 
Vehicle for the Police Department 
 

This item was removed from the consent agenda after the 
conclusion of the executive session meeting held earlier in the 
evening. 
 
 
CA-16 - Authorization Execution of an Interlocal Division of Grant 
Funds Agreement with the Borough of Paramus for a Multi- 
Jurisdiction Justice Assistance Grant - $11,924.00 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Paramus applied for a FY 2009 Multi-
Jurisdiction Justice Assistance Grant for the purpose of funding a 
“Edward Bryne” Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) in Paramus; and 



 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Paramus received notice of the Grant 
Award, in the amount of $424,818, on April 7, 2009; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the terms of the grant require that the grant be 
shared with the County of Bergen, the Borough of Fort Lee et al.; 
and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Paramus notified the Borough of Fort 
Lee and said Grant Award in April 2009; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee’s funding shall be $11,924 
said amount determined by the Borough of Paramus; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Paramus has agreed to provide for all 
reporting requirements which may be required by the grant; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed all related 
documents to said Grant Award and advised they are acceptable and 
the Municipal Manager Recommends participation in the Grant, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the appropriate Municipal 
Officials be and are hereby authorized to execute an interlocal 
division of grant funds agreement with the Borough of Paramus, New 
Jersey. 
 
 
CA-17 - Approving Developers Agreements for 2450 Realty LLC, Block  
7151, Lot 2, at 2450 Lemoine Avenue 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE APPROVING THE EXECUTION 
OF A DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
AND 2450 REALTY, LLC  

 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by 2450 
Realty, LLC (“Developer”), for property located at 2450 Lemoine 
Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey, also known as Block 7151, Lot 2, on 
the official tax map of the Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, 
New Jersey (hereinafter referred to as the "Property"); and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including the Developer entering 
into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough of Fort Lee and the 
posting of the necessary insurance coverage and escrow payment; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney, and the certificate of insurance and escrow 
payment has been received by the Borough; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
 

5. The terms of the attached Developer’s Agreement are hereby 
approved by the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 
6. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes the Mayor and 

Borough Clerk to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 
the Developer. 

 
Cliff Gold, 555 North Avenue, questioned CA-16. 
 
Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Sokolich and Cervieri responded to his  

question.  



 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-17, except 
for CA-14 and CA-15) was approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-1 – Amending Temporary Capital Budget  
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the 

2009 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting 
therein the following project, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The 2009 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough 
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule 
to read as follows: 
 

Temporary Capital Budget of the 
Borough of Fort Lee 
County of Bergen 
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Projects Scheduled for 2009 

Method of Financing 
                                        
                    Est.                     
Project                 Costs        Grants       
 
Law Enforcement Technology       $280,950.00   $280,950.00      
 Pathway Infrastructure Project 
  
 Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to 
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of 
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State  
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this 
project for 2009 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 
2009 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the Fort Lee Film Commission is 
currently holding its Cliffhanger 2009 Spring Festival movie 
series every Saturday night at Borough Hall in the Council 
Chambers with each movie scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m.  The 
films showcase movies that deal with American history, government 
and politics.  Each movie is being introduced and presented by a 
member of the Mayor and Council. 
 
 The following is the movie schedule for May and June: 
 



5. May 2nd – “Young Mr. Lincoln” 
6. May 9th – “Hail the Conquering Hero” 
7. May 16th – “Seven Days in May” 
8. May 23rd – “All the President’s Men” 
9. May 30th – “Good Night and Good Luck” 
10. June 6th – “The Last Hurrah” 

 
 He also announced that the movies “Under the Stars” series 
will commence June 10th which movies will be shown this year in 
Constitution Park every other Wednesday evening.  The theme for 
this year’s movies will be things about the 1930’s. 
 
 He further announced that the Fort Lee Museum is currently 
displaying local artist, Irv Docktor’s art work, through the month 
of June. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that the Borough’s of Fort Lee and 
Cliffside Park are co-sponsoring a 5k run, walk and health fair   
Sunday, May 16th. The event is for the benefit of the Diabetes 
Foundation.  The entry fee is $18.00 for United States Track 
Association members and $25.00 for non-members.  The course begins 
in Cliffside Park, comes through Fort Lee and concludes back at 
Cliffside Park High School where the health fair will be held from 
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
  
 He also announced that the Borough’s annual art and music 
festival will be held Sunday, June 7th on Main Street between 
Lemoine Avenue and Center Avenue.  There will be numerous vendors 
including a motorcycle show which will be held in the Fort Lee  
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Municipal Parking Lot.   
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – stated that last night there was an art and 
jewelry show at Congregation Gesher Shalom.  It was a well 
attended event and fun evening. 
 
 He thanked the Mayor and Council for their good wishes while 
he was out recovering from knee replacement surgery. 
 
 He thanked Ms. Thomas and Mr. Iannaconi for the great job 
they did on the budget. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated the Fort Lee Library currently is 
displaying the art work of the late Paul Ortlip.  The exhibit 
began on April 27th and will run through June 7th.  
 
 She read a memo from Steve Wielkocz, Health Officer, 
explaining the origin of the swine flu and how its spread and 
impact can be minimized.  Currently, there is no vaccine for the 
swine flu; however, anti-viral medications can be taken which can 
lessen the severity of the illness. 
 
 She added that Mr. Wielkocz and his staff have put together a  
thirty-three page booklet entitled “Pandemic Influenza Home Care 
Guide” which is available to the public by calling 201-592-3500 
ext 1510. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – expressed his condolences to the family of 
William Diiulio, Building Maintenance Worker for the Borough, who 



passed away last week.  He will be sorely missed. 
 
 He spoke to the budget that was approved earlier tonight and 
mentioned that the Mayor and Council discussed whether the Borough 
should defer its pension payment for this year and next year which  
was an option being offered by the State. The Borough’s tax rate 
would have gone up less in the short-term, but the Borough would 
have been obligated to pay the money back with interest in the 
future.  The Mayor and Council, Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer concluded that the most fiscally prudent thing 
was to continue to pay it current pension payment.  In spite of 
many rising costs the municipal portion of the budget only 
increased by a little more than 3.00%. 
 
 He stated that the library will be holding a book sale   
Saturday, June 13th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  He urged 
residents to come out and support the event and check out all the 
exhibits at the library. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Alex Floratos        .Removal of Gate at 8th      Mayor Sokolich 
1518 8th Street        Street - Being Used a      Ms. Thomas 
       Through Street             Mr. Sohmer 
 
Gabris Ichkhanian    .8th Street Speeding -  
1526 8th Street        Traffic Sign Placement 
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Nat Hanan            .Master Plan/Character of     Mayor Sokolich 
1089 Cumbermeade Rd.   Neighborhoods               Mr. Pohan 
                                                   Mr. Cohen 
                                                   Mr. Cervieri 
 
Ruby Yao             .8th Street Safety Issues 
1534 8th Street 
 
Cliff Gold           .Municipal Budget 
555 North Ave.       .Police Department Handling   Mayor Sokolich 
                       of Car Chase From Newark 
 
George Porto         .Planting of Tree at Lewis 
450 Central Blvd.      F. Cole Middle School 
                       May 8th @ 3:330 p.m. 
 
                     .Tax Appeals                  Mayor Sokolich 
                     .Audit Report                 Mr. Cervieri 
                                                   Mr. Wielkotz 
 
Robert Pena          .Removal of Gate at 8th       Mayor Sokolich 
1530 8th Street        Street/Dead End Street 
                       Sign/Potential Use of 
                       Speed Humps 
 
Bill Barulich        .Spoke to History of Fort Lee 
1522 8th Street        Racquet Club/Rolling Gate on 
                       8th Street 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:33 p.m.  
 
 
 



 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                               Thursday, March 12, 2009 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT:  Council Members Goldberg, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 6, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 7, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 



 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that a lot of things have been put into 
place in the Borough over the last thirteen months.  Not one 
particular condition imposed by the governing body would have a 
substantial affect on the budget; however, the cumulative effect 
of many different initiatives will have a positive effect on the 
2009 municipal budget.  He cannot give a figure of what type of 
increase will occur for this year, but he stated the budget 
increase will be much lower than the past few years.  He spoke to 
the many initiatives that have been implemented in the past 
thirteen months.  Keeping the budget in check was one of the 
promises the Mayor and Council have made to the residents and he 
promises to deliver it. 
 
 He spoke to the stimulus package the federal government is 
offering which will be administered at the state and local levels. 
Fort Lee is working diligently to secure as much money as possible 
to fund various Borough projects at little or no cost to the 
Borough.  Projects have been held up due to the current economic 
climate.   
 
 He announced that the State of New Jersey Department of the 
Public Advocate has put out a brochure which speaks to the rights 
of tenants during foreclosure.  The brochure states among other 
things that foreclosure alone is not grounds for eviction; however 
there are limited exceptions.  He also spoke to the 1974 Anti-
Eviction Act which protects residential tenants from losing their   
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homes through no fault of their own.  He closed by saying if a 
landlord cannot be located that a tenant should put their rent 
money aside each month in a segregated account.  This will help a 
tenant from being evicted once the landlord is found or if a 
lender has taken control of a particular piece of property. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 29, 
2009 Executive Session were approved. 
  

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 12, 
2009 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 5, 
2009 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Pohan 
abstaining. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2009-17 - Appropriating an Additional $1,400,000 for 
the Main Street/Hudson Terrace Roadway Improvement Project  
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-17 entitled, “ORDINANCE 
APPROPRIATING $1,400,000 FOR ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS TO MAIN STREET 
AND HUDSON TERRACE IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,” was introduced and passed on first 



reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
April 30, 2009. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-18 - Amending Chapter 289, Parking, Article IV, 
Parking Meters et al. and Chapter 388, Vehicles and Traffic, 
Article V, by Amending Location of Parking Meters on West Side of  
Central Road and by Prohibiting Parking on the East Side of 
Central Road  
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL 
PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES 
ESTABLISHED; VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES; AND CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES 
AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 43 SCHEDULE I NO PARKING 
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed 
on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 30, 
2009. 
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Ordinance #2009-19 - Amending Chapter 55, Fire Department by  
Establishing Section 27, Stipend Program 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-19 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 55, FIRE DEPARTMENT, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 30, 
2009. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2009-11 - $200,000 Bond Ordinance for Abbott Boulevard 
Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvement Project - $184,000 Expected 
Grant from New Jersey Department of Transportation 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-11 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE FORT LEE 
ABBOTT BOULEVARD PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT IN AND 
BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPIATING $200,000 THEREFORE AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 
$16,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked once the pedestrian 
pathway is built who will be responsible for clearing the snow and 
ice.  She also spoke to the use of rock salt by trees. 
 
 Ms. Thomas responded it will be the Borough’s responsibility. 
The Borough has small ATV’s that can remove snow from narrow 



pathways and the Borough will use calcium chloride as needed. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that this would be no different than 
cleaning any of the other public streets the Borough currently 
cleans of ice and snow.  The Borough will do everything it can to 
mitigate any potential damage to trees and shrubbery along the 
pathway. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
             
 
Ordinance #2009-12 – Vacating a Portion of Euclid Road  
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Council President Sohmer chaired this portion of the meeting. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman  
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing relative to Ord. #2009-12 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF EUCLID ROAD IN THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was tabled on the following roll call: 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Sohmer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-13 - Amending Chapter 356, Solid Waste, Sections 
21 and 23, Definitions and Designation of Recyclable Materials 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-13 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 356 
SOLID WASTE, SECTION 21 DEFINITIONS, AND SECTION 23 DESIGNATION OF 
RECYCLABLE MATERIALS, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
  
 
Ordinance #2009-14 - Amending Chapter 289, Parking, Article IV, 
Parking Meters, Municipal Parking Lots and Permit Parking and  
Chapter 388, Vehicles and Traffic, Article IV, Administrative 
Provisions and Section 40, Increase in Fee Schedule for Various 
Parking Violations 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2009-
14 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE 



IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, 
SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING; CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE IV ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, SECTION 40 FEE 
SCHEDULE; CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE II PARKING, 
SECTION 12 HANDICAPPED PARKING; AND CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 69 SCHEDULE XXIII 
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
   
Ordinance #2009-15 - Amending Chapter 410, Zoning – Sign Permit 
Fees and Establishments of Escrow Fees for Sign Permits 
 

On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 410, ZONING OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
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 Mayor Sokolich explained that this ordinance will serve to 
establish a payment of an escrow fee for anyone who takes out a 
sign application. Once the sign is erected in a manner that was 
approved then the escrow money will be returned to the applicant.  
The escrow fee is being established because people who have been 
getting signage approved by the Borough’s Sign/Façade Review 
Committee have not always adhered to what they were approved for. 
  
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-16 - Amending Ord. #2008-33 Determining Positions 
Eligible for the Defined Contribution Retirement Program – 
Municipal Court Administrator to be Included in PERS 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
And carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2009-
16 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #2008-33, 
DETERMINING POSITIONS ELIGIBLE FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION 
RETIREMENT PROGRAM, OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 



hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $8,886,974.54 
Capital                                          131,071.99 
Road Improvement Plan                            351,572.00  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                         10,123.31 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,545.25 
Trip Admissions                                    1,741.52 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         38,029.12 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             775.00 
Redemption Account                               149,661.63 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
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Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                      820.93 
Police Justice                                     5,210.47 
 
Total:                                        $9,576,784.24 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Budget Appropriation Transfers - $326,333 
 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following 2008 budget appropriation  
reserve transfers are hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, 
not less than two-thirds of the full membership of the Governing 
Body concurring: 
 
From         To 
Purchasing O/E              3,000   Mayor and Council O/E        2,402 
Borough Clerk O/E           1,000   Financial Administration O/E   150 
Elections                   7,000   Legal O/E                   22,081 
Payroll O/E                 1,000   Economic Development O/E       236 
Collection of Taxes O/E     2,000   Board of Adjustment O/E      1,107 
Engineering                25,000   Mount Laurel O/E             3,492 
Planning Board O/E          6,000   Group Insurance             23,925 
Construction Official O/E   7,000   Communications Dispatch O/E    799 
Police O/E                 50,000   Fire Protection O/E          6,231 
Emergency Management O/E   13,000   Road Repairs O/E             9,518 
Ambulance Corps O/E         5,000   Garbage O/E                 69,382 
Communications Repair O/E   6,000   Public Blds/Grounds O/E     22,608 
Senior Citizens Special O/E 3,000   Auto Repair O/E             14,586 
Senior Citizens S/W         6,700   Board of Health O/E          1,847 
Community Center O/E       30,000   Recreation O/E                 475 
Parks & Playgrounds S/W     4,400   Senior Citizens O/E         15,210 
Special Events O/E         13,000   Parks & Playgrounds O/E      2,090 
Street Lights               9,000   Cultural & Heritage O/E      2,544 
Water O/E                   3,000   Electricity                 77,739 



Municipal Court S/W        38,000   Fuel Oil                     3,772            
Police S/W                103,358   Telephone                   29,041 
                                    Sewer System O/E            16,541 
                                    Gasoline                     8,253 
                                    FICA                         2,429 
 
TOTAL:                   $336,458                             $336,458 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Tory  
Pedatella for Fire Company #4 
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Tory Pedatella for 
Fire Company #4 was approved. 
 
 
CA-4 - Approving Raffle License #995 for HSA Christ the Teacher 
School  
 

WHEREAS, HSA Christ the Teacher School, 359 Whiteman Street, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application for May 
12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th and 17, 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all 
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #995, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
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CA-5 - Approving Raffle License #996 for the Church of the  
Madonna 
 

WHEREAS, Church of the Madonna, 340 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application for May 17, 2009; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all  
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #996, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing a Three Month Leave of Absence for Maryanne  
Leodori, Administrative Secretary – Effective April 22nd 
 

WHEREAS, Maryanne Leodori, Administrative Secretary of the 
Administrative Offices has submitted a request, dated March 8th, 
for a three month leave of absence; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
granted her request, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the above request is hereby 
authorized with an effective date of April 22, 2009. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing the Hiring of Christina Carcich, Peter Mitchell  
and Kristen Yiagling, as Part-Time EMT’s for the Fort Lee 
Ambulance Corps - $16.95 Hourly 
 



WHEREAS, there are Emergency Medical Technician vacancies in 
the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps and the Mayor and Council have 
determined that this vacancy should be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Christina Carcich, Peter Mitchell  
and Kristen Yiagling be hired as part-time Emergency Medical 
Technicians with the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps, with an effective 
date of March 16, 2009; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional  
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of Personnel.  
This position shall be at the wage of $16.95 per hour, not to 
exceed 19.5 hours per week.                 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Grant Agreement           
Through the Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund Municipal Program 
for the Skateboard Park at 1301 Anderson Avenue for 2009-2010 - 
$100,000 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of 
Bergen for the purpose of using $100,000 in 2009-2010 Open Space 
Trust Funds for Construction Costs Related to the Borough’s 
Skateboard Park Located at 1301 Anderson Avenue; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the  
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aforesaid grant agreement; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby  
authorizes Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer, to sign all 
County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes 
that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for a dollar to dollar 
match for any funds awarded in accordance with the Trust 
requirements. 
 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Participation in the Sustainable Jersey 
Municipal Certification Program 
 

Resolution Supporting Participation 
On the Sustainable Jersey Municipal Certification Program 

 
 WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of 
life for its residents by ensuring that its environmental, economic 
and social objectives are balanced and mutually supportive; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee strives to save tax dollars, 
assure clean land, air and water, improve working and living 
environments as steps to building a sustainable community that will 
thrive well into the new century; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee hereby acknowledges that the 
residents of the Borough of Fort Lee desire a stable, sustainable 
future for themselves and future generations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to support a model of 
government which benefits our residents now and far into the future 



by exploring and adopting sustainable, economically-sound, local 
government practices; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by endorsing a sustainable path the Borough of Fort 
Lee is pledging to educate itself and community members further 
about sustainable activities and to develop initiatives supporting 
sustainable local Government practices; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as elected representatives of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, we have a significant responsibility to provide leadership 
which will seek community-based sustainable solutions to 
strengthened our community, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that to focus attention and 
effort with the Borough of Fort Lee on matters of sustainability, 
the Fort Lee Mayor and Council wishes to pursue local initiatives 
and actions that will lead to Sustainable Jersey Municipal 
Certification; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough Fort Lee that we do hereby authorize Assistant Borough 
Engineer, Edward J. Mignone, to serve as the Borough of Fort Lee’s 
agent for Sustainable Jersey Municipal Registration process and 
authorize him to complete the Municipal Resolution on behalf of the 
Borough of Fort Lee.  
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CA-10 - Authorizing Purchase of a New Fence From National Fence 
Systems, Avenel, New Jersey Through New Jersey State Contract 
#A66454 for Van Fleet Park - $27,195 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is desirous of erecting a 

new fence around Van Fleet Park; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the fence is available from National Fence Systems, 
Inc. through New Jersey State Contract #A66454; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $21,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the purchase of the fence for 
Van Fleet Park to National Fence Systems, 1033 Route #1, Avenel, 
New Jersey 07001, in the amount of $27,195.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through 
Capital Account #04-2150-55-2313-031. 
 
 



CA-11 - Authorizing the Sale of the Borough’s Surplus Property No 
Longer Needed for Public Use on PropertyRoom.com an Online Auction 
Website and Publication of Such Notice of the Online Auction 
 
      RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN,  
      STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS 
      PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE 
      AUCTION WEBSITE AND PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE OF THE ONLINE 
      AUCTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program 
and Study Act has been enacted by the New Jersey Legislature to 
permit local units to purchase bulk commodities and services and 
sell surplus property through means of the internet and related 
technologies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has surplus 
equipment and vehicles that is no longer used and useful in 
providing municipal services to the citizens of the Borough and 
wishes to dispose of these goods through an efficient and 
effective process; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough awarded a contract to Propertyroom.com to auction on its 
website any surplus and unclaimed property (“Property”) in the 
various departments in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the equipment and 
vehicles listed on Schedule A constitutes Property no longer 
needed for public use; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to sell through an online 
auction the Property listed in Schedule A, attached to this 
resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Propertyroom.com is 
necessary for the efficient operations of the Borough and the sale 
of Property no longer used and useful by the Borough for the 
provision of municipal services is in the best interests of its 
citizens,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 1.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to post an 
offer to sell the Property listed on schedule A, on an auction 
website as follows: 
 
 Online auction site: www.propertyroom.com 
                          http://www.propertyroom.com 
 Length of Auction:     Minimum of three (3) days 
     Anticipated Starting    
      Date:                 March 31, 2009 
 Account #:     1045 
 Auction fees:          revenue sharing 
     Method of Payment:     major credit card 
 Shipping:              common carrier 
     Possession:            Propertyroom.com with exception of  
                         in-place auction items 
               Other terms:         Bidders must pre-register  
                             with propertyroom.com 
     Minimum Bid:           $1.00  
     Equipment:             (Schedule A)  
      (Schedule {A} Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) 
 
     Additional Property Auctioned: Abandoned Vehicle  



     1999 Mercedes Benz - VIN #(WDBLK65G4XT009436)      
 
 2. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to  
publish a copy of this Resolution as notice of the on-line 
auction, including the information shown in Paragraph #1 above.    
 
    3.   That the Municipal Attorney is hereby authorized to 
forward to the Department of Community Affairs a copy of the 
contract with Propertyroom.com and the notice of the on-line 
auction, as well as any other documentation as may be required to 
evidence the Borough’s participation in the sale of surplus 
equipment pursuant to the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot 
Program and Study Act; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposal of and contract with 
Propertyroom.com, and a copy of this Resolution as notice of the 
on-line auction, be made available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-12 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Nelson Page d/b/a 
Galaxy Management, to Provide Professional Entertainment 
Consultation Services for Events, Services and Programs for the 
Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center - $2,000 Per Month for One 
Year 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
       PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES TO NELSON PAGE D/B/A          
       GALAXY MANAGEMENT 
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WHEREAS,  the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
wish to continue to present the highest quality events, services 
and programs to the residents of Fort Lee at the Jack Alter Fort 
Lee Community Center (“Community Center”); and 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a management company to provide technical advice and 
expertise on the operation of the Community Center; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, services to provide technical advice and expertise 

on the operation of the Community Center are recognized as 
“professional services” as these services are deemed to be 
original and creative in character in a recognized field of 
artistic endeavor, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-2(6); and 
 

WHEREAS, the services to be performed by the consultant are 
professional services and this contract is awarded without 
competitive bidding as a “professional service” pursuant to and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Nelson 
Page d/b/a Galaxy Management (“Galaxy”) to perform such 
professional consulting services in accordance with its proposal, 
attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Galaxy possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional consulting 
services in the form of technical advice and expertise related to 



the management and operation of the Community Center; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional consulting services to 
Galaxy in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional consulting services related to the 
Community Center will be performed by Galaxy for annual 
compensation in the amount of $24,000.00 and, should there be a 
need for special services and additional hours related to a 
special program or event, Galaxy shall be entitled to compensation 
at the rate of $60.00 per hour; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the annual compensation to be paid to Galaxy 
exceeds the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit 
Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 
contract is subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit 
Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the receipt of a proposal from Galaxy to provide 
professional consulting services was pursuant to a non-fair and 
open process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
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WHEREAS, Galaxy is required to complete and submit prior to 
the award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure Form 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure 
Certification, and a Business Entity Disclosure Certification, 
certifying that it has not made any reportable contributions to a 
political or candidate committee in the Borough in the prior year, 
and that the contract will prohibit it from making any reportable 
contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 
by Galaxy and shall be placed and maintained on file at the office 
of the Borough Clerk; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for professional consulting services for management and 
operation of the Community Center; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for professional consulting 
services for management and operation of the Community Center is 
in the best interests of the Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Nelson Page d/b/a Galaxy Management shall be and is 
hereby appointed to perform professional consulting services in the 
form of technical advice and expertise related to the management 
and operation of the Community Center, in accordance with its 



proposal, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and Nelson Page d/b/a Galaxy 
Management, providing for annual compensation in the amount of 
$24,000.00, and further memorializing the scope of work and such 
other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 

5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Rejection of Bid and Authorizing Rebid of a 
Engine Driven Generator Set with Regard to the Borough’s Public 
Safety Communications Network Project 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE REJECTING A BID FOR THE PURCHASE OF A  
       ENGINE DRIVEN GENERATOR SET 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase an engine driven generator set related to 
one of the locations for the Borough’s public safety  
communications network project; and 
Regular Meeting                                     March 12, 2009 
                                                          Page #13 
 
 
 WHEREAS, on February 9, 2009, the Borough received a bid 
from the following bidder for the generator set: 
 
  Productivity Partners, Inc.   $44,770.00 
; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed the bid submitted by the 
sole bidder, Productivity Partners, Inc. (“PPI”), and determined 
that PPI failed to provide bid security in the form of a bid bond 
or certified check and a submit consent of surety in contravention 
of the material requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, 
specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, a failure to submit bid 
security in the form of a bid bond or certified check, or a submit 
consent of surety at the time designated for the receipt of bids 
is a material and non-waivable defect; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the bid of PPI should be rejected as non-
responsive for failure to comply with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of contracting for the purchase of an engine driven generator set 
related to one of the locations for the Borough’s public safety 
communications network project; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough wish to direct 
the Borough Administrator to re-bid for the purchase of an engine 
driven generator set related to one of the locations for the 
Borough’s public safety communications network project; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the purchase of an 
engine driven generator set related to one of the locations for 
the Borough’s public safety communications network project is 
necessary for the Borough’s efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the bid of Productivity Partners, Inc. for the 
purchase of an engine driven generator set related to one of the 
locations for the Borough’s public safety communications network 
project should be rejected as non-responsive for failure to comply 
with the requirements of the Bid Specifications and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.;   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the sole 
bidder be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.;   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Purchasing 
Consultant and/or Borough Administrator be and are hereby 
authorized to immediately re-bid for the purchase of an engine 
driven generator set related to one of the locations for the 
Borough’s public safety communications network project, pursuant 
to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et 
seq.;   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be 
maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made available 
for public inspection.   
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CA-14 - Authorizing Rejection of Bids and Authorizing Rebid of a   
Firefighter Personal Escape System for the Fire Department 
 
          A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE        
        BOROUGH OF FORT LEE REJECTING BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE  
        OF FIREFIGHTER PERSONAL ESCAPE AND TRAINING SYSTEMS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of 
firefighter personal escape and training systems for use by 
Borough Fire Department personnel in performing vital municipal 
services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on December 12, 2008, in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the purchase of firefighter personal escape and 
training systems; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 23, 2008, bids were received in 
response to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following 
bidders:  
 
  Fire Ground Technologies     
   Option #1   $55,350.00 
   Option #2   $68,850.00  
 
  Rescue Products International, Inc.     
   Option #1   $56,900.00 
   Option #2   $79,175.00  
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that to revise the bid 
specifications to remove the requirement for the provision of a 
consent of surety with a bid and a performance bond at the time of 



contract execution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 specifically provides a list 
of reasons justifying the rejection of all bids by a contracting 
unit to reject all bids, including that the contracting unit 
wishes to substantially revise the bid specifications for the 
services; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the all bids for the purchase of firefighter 
personal escape and training systems for use by Borough Fire 
Department personnel in performing vital municipal services should 
be rejected, pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2, as the Borough intends to substantially 
revise the bid specifications for the services to eliminate the 
requirement for the provision of a consent of surety with a bid 
and a performance bond at the time of contract execution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough continue to 
want to contract for the purchase of firefighter personal escape 
and training systems for use by Borough Fire Department personnel 
in performing vital municipal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough wish to direct 
the Borough Administrator to prepare revisions to the bid  
specifications as set forth herein and re-bid for the purchase of 
firefighter personal escape and training systems for use by 
Borough Fire Department personnel in performing vital municipal 
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services,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that that all bids for the purchase of firefighter 
personal escape and training systems for use by Borough Fire 
Department personnel in performing vital municipal services shall 
be and are hereby rejected pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2;   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the bidders 
be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.;  and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator be and 
is hereby authorized to immediately prepare revisions to the bid 
specifications as set forth herein and re-bid for the purchase of 
firefighter personal escape and training systems for use by 
Borough Fire Department personnel in performing vital municipal 
services, pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.;  and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-15 - Authorizing Lease/Purchase of a 4x4 Hybrid Vehicle for the 
Deputy Chief Emergency Medical Technician/EMS Coordinator from 
Route 23 Ford, Butler, New Jersey - $32,384.62 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 



       OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF A  
       NEW HYBRID 4X4 VEHICLE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
awarded a bid by resolution number (CA-13) on January 15, 2009 to 
Route 23 Ford, Butler, New Jersey to purchase 4x4 hybrid 
vehicle(s); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to purchase an additional 
hybrid vehicle for its Deputy Chief Emergency Medical 
Technician/EMS Coordinator,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council 
authorize the lease/purchase of a 2009 Ford Escape Hybrid 4x4  
from Route 23 Ford,  1301 Route 23 South, Butler, New Jersey for 
its Deputy Chief Emergency Technician/EMS Coordinator at a cost of 
$32,384.62; ($10,794.54 Per Year x 3 Years Plus $1.00 Buy Back at 
the End of the Lease Term); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award the 
purchase of a new hybrid 4x4 vehicle; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the purchase of the 2009 
Ford Escape Hybrid 4x4 vehicle; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Route 23 Ford’s original bid 
proposal and contract and this resolution are available for review 
in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
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Mr. Cohen explained that CA-7 is not actually a hiring of 

employees.  The three qualified EMT’s will be added to a pool of 
people who may be needed to fill in shifts for the Ambulance 
Corps.  In effect, the three people are not to be considered as 
new hires by the Borough. 

 
Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to CA-6 and questioned 

CA-9 and CA-12. 
 
Mayor Sokolich spoke to CA-6.  Ms. Thomas replied to CA-9 and 

Mr. Cohen answered the question pertaining to CA-12. 
 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-1 – Amending Temporary Capital Budget 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the 
2009 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting 
therein the following project, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The 2009 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough 
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule 



to read as follows: 
 

Temporary Capital Budget of the 
Borough of Fort Lee 
County of Bergen 

Projects Scheduled for 2009 
Method of Financing 

                                        
                Est.                     
Project              Costs       Grants   
 
Improvements to Main Street    $1,400,000  $1,400,000      
 Street and Hudson Terrace 
  
 Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to 
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of 
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State  
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this 
project for 2009 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 
2009 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that Tom Meyers received a letter from 
Michael Apted, President of the Directors Guild of America, Inc. 
which has unanimously voted to honor Alice Guy Blache with a  
Regular Meeting                                     March 12, 2009 
                                                          Page #17 
 
a posthumous “Special Directorial Award for Lifetime Achievement” 
in honor of her groundbreaking career as the first woman 
filmmaker, and the first filmmaker to develop narrative 
filmmaking. This award will be presented at a time and place to be 
determined.  He praised Tom Meyers for his hard work on behalf of 
the Fort Lee Film Commission who advocated Ms. Blache to the 
Directors Guild of America.  Ms. Blache built, owned and operated 
Solax Studio in Fort Lee on the property currently owned by A&P 
adjacent to the Fort Lee High School from 1912 through World War 
I. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – sent get well wishes to Councilman Goldberg, 
who is recovering from recent knee replacement surgery.   
 
 He stated that a couple of weeks ago there was a bad fire at 
the Green House Condominium in Cliffside Park.  Seven different 
fire departments responded through Mutual Aid including Fort Lee.  
Three apartments were damaged, but it could have been a lot worse.  
He commended all of the Borough’s emergency services in helping 
deal with the fire. 
 
 He asked residents to make sure they read their street signs 
so they not parked on the street when the Borough’s street 
sweepers are scheduled to clean.  Residents who are parked 
illegally will be summonsed. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – also sent his best wishes to Councilman 
Goldberg. 
 
 He stated that this past Tuesday, the Fire Department held a  
Mutual Aid meeting where close to seventy people attended from the 
surrounding communities.  There is a tremendous commitment by the 



Mutual Aid team to make sure things are done the right way.  Many 
areas of firefighting are covered to ensure that everyone works as 
a team and to limit potential injuries to residents and to the 
firefighters themselves. 
 
 He urged residents to make sure with daylight savings time to 
watch out for children who may be playing in the streets. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced the following events to be held 
at the Fort Lee Public Library: 
 

1. American Recovery and Investment Act.  Free Seminar    
    That Will Give People an Overview of Energy Efficiency 
    and Renewable Energy Solutions for Their Homes -      
    Thursday, March 19th at 7:00 p.m.  

 
2. The Photography of Gary Altomara – The Photos Reflect 
    the Photographer’s Travels Whimsy, and the Astonishing 
    Beauty of Nature – Photos to be Viewed in the Atrium 
    Gallery During the Month of March.  
 
3. The Movie “Start the Revolution Without Me” Starring 
    Gene Wilder and Donald Sutherland – March 19th at 2:00  
    p.m. 
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 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject       Response 
  
Nina Levinson     .Temporary Capital Budget         Mr. Grant 
1560 West St. 
                  .Announced that the United        Mayor Sokolich 
                    Homeowner’s Candidates Night  
                    for Board of Education  
                    Candidates is April 1st at 
                    7:30 p.m at the Lewis F. 
                    Cole Middle School 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:35 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                            Thursday, February 12, 2009 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 6, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 7, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the people have heard about a lot 
of the initiatives that he and the governing body have put in 
place over the last year.  He’s proud of the initiatives.  The 
country and therefore the Borough are dealing with one of the 
worst economies since the great depression and the governing body 
has addressed this troubling situation through the initiatives 
head on.  Spending has been cut dramatically and taxes have been 
stabilized in the Borough.  The economy has changed the rules of 
the game.  It’s a new world and the Borough is adapting to it on a 
day-to-day basis. The Borough’s mission is to do everything 
possible to deliver the best services to its taxpayers and also to 
protect its Borough’s employees.  The Borough could have taken 
dramatic steps from the beginning other than the initiatives which 
could have directly impacted the Borough’s work force by reducing 
it.  Instead a hiring freeze was put in place, promotions were 
frozen, and an ambulance co-pay billing program was implemented 
which hopefully will give the Borough an extra $1,000,000 per year 
in revenue.  The Borough’s bond indebtedness has decreased by 
close to $14,000,000 in a little more than a year.  The savings 
directly reduces the Borough’s current interest payments.  Through 
the threat of litigation the Borough convinced the Bergen County 
Utilities Authority to change it billing methodology with regard 
to how the Borough is charged for its wastewater.  The Borough 
modified its insurance program with little inconvenience to its 
employees which has also saved the Borough money.  The Borough 
convinced the NJ Department of Environmental Protection in Trenton 
to take back approximately $5,500,000 of the Borough’s bond 
indebtedness with regard to separating the Borough’s entire sewer 
system.  They also agreed to reimburse the Borough approximately 
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$870,000 which the Borough had previously paid.  These initiatives 
have represented a remarkable effort to reduce taxes and not have 
to impact employees. The collective effect of the initiatives will 
have a positive effect on the Borough’s budget and will result in 
a significant reduction in the Borough’s potential tax increase.  
He cannot guarantee the Borough’s tax rate at this time, but it 
should be much lower than it has been recently.  He said that not 
everyone in the Borough is going to be happy, but he’s trying to 
please everyone.  He appreciates everybody who has taken a 
positive viewpoint on the initiatives, but he warned that anyone 
who has a viewpoint that is self-serving and not in the Borough’s 
best interests could force him and the governing body to have to 
take desperate measures in these desperate times.  
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 6, 2009 
Reorganization Meeting were approved. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 15, 
2009 Executive Session were approved. 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 15, 
2009 Regular Meeting were approved.  

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 29, 
2009 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
  



INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2009-11 - $200,000 Bond Ordinance for Abbott Boulevard 
Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvement Project - $184,000 Expected 
Grant from New Jersey Department of Transportation 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-11 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR THE FORT LEE ABBOTT BOULEVARD PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPIATING $200,000 THEREFORE AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE $16,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO 
FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
March 12, 2009. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-12 – Vacating a Portion of Euclid Road  
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Council President Sohmer chaired this portion of the meeting. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
VACATING A PORTION OF EUCLID ROAD IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 12, 
2009. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
  
 
Ordinance #2009-13 -  Amending Chapter 356, Solid Waste, Sections 
21 and 23, Definitions and Designation of Recyclable Materials 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2009-13 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 356 SOLID WASTE, SECTION 21 
DEFINITIONS, AND SECTION 23 DESIGNATION OF RECYCLABLE MATERIALS, 
OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 12, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-14 - Amending Chapter 289, Parking, Article IV, 
Parking Meters, Municipal Parking Lots and Permit Parking and  
Chapter 388, Vehicles and Traffic, Article IV, Administrative 
Provisions and Section 40, Increase in Fee Schedule for Various 
Parking Violations 
 



 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2009-14 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL 
PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL PERMIT 
PARKING; CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE IV 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, SECTION 40 FEE SCHEDULE; CHAPTER 388 
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE II PARKING, SECTION 12 HANDICAPPED 
PARKING; AND CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V 
SCHEDULES, SECTION 69 SCHEDULE XXIII HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 12, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-15 - Amending Chapter 410, Zoning – Sign Permit 
Fees and Establishments of Escrow Fees for Sign Permits 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 410, ZONING OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 12, 
2009. 
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Ordinance #2009-16 - Amending Ord. #2008-33 Determining Positions 
Eligible for the Defined Contribution Retirement Program – 
Municipal Court Administrator to be Included in PERS 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-16 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING ORDINANCE #2008-33, DETERMINING POSITIONS ELIGIBLE FOR 
THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAN, OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 12, 
2009. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2009-9 – Amending Chapter 316, Section 1, to Include 
Photograph Fees and to Clarify Language and Fees for Police 
Department Audio and Video Recordings 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 316, PUBLIC RECORDS, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 



 
 
Ordinance #2009-10 – Amending Chapter 193, Section 2A by 
Eliminating Signage Fees Which are Already Incorporated Into the 
Borough’s Zoning Code 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-10 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 193, CONSTRUCTION CODES, UNIFORM, OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
  

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-9, 
except for CA-7 which was removed from the agenda prior to the 
meeting. 
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CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $8,979,708.12 
Capital                                           18,487.37 
Road Improvement Plan                             41,959.50  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                         10,123.31 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                      832.00 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         13,551.72 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             625.00 
Redemption Account                                58,183.75 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                      828.50 
Police Justice                                          n/a 
 
Total:                                        $9,124,299.27 



 
 
CA-2 - Approving Change Order #3 for First Solar Electric,  
LLC for the Deletion of a 19” Wall Mount LCD Touch Screen  
With Regard to the Solar Panels at the Jack Alter Community Center 
– (-$19,359)  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 
 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:      Solar Panels at Various Borough   
                            Buildings 
 
CONTRACTOR:                First Solar Electric, LLC 
                           400 Somerset Corporate Boulevard 
                           Suite #501 
                           Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807 
 
CHANGE ORDER #:            3 
 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:    $1,415,614.00 
 
COST OF CHANGE ORDER:      (-$19,359.00) 
 
COST OF PREVIOUS CHANGE       98,330.00 
 ORDERS: 
 
NEW CONTRACT SUM:        $1,495,585.00 
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NATURE OF CHANGES:         Elimination of the Installation of a  
                            19” Wall Mount LCD Touch Screen 
 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT #          04-2150-55-2747-021 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Mobile Food Truck Owner’s License for Nicholas  
Denardo, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Nicholas B. Denardo, 
2348 Linwood Avenue, Apt. #7 for a license to operate a mobile food 
truck in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 273 of the Borough Code provides that the 
Mayor and Council must approve such license; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has been reviewed and approved by the 
Fort Lee Police Department for a mobile food truck license, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 
applicable license fees and submission of proper liability 
insurance for the operation of a mobile food truck, the Police 
Department is hereby authorized and directed to issue a mobile food 
truck owner’s license to Nicholas B. Denardo at the aforementioned 
address. 
 
 
CA-4 - Approving Limousine Owner’s License to Warren Hanania to  
Establish and Operate Pearl Car Service, Inc. at 2050 Center 
Avenue  
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Warren Hanania, to 
establish and operate Pearl Car Services, Inc. @ 2050 Center 
Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey a limousine business in the Borough of 
Fort Lee; and 



 
 WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only twelve (12) such 
companies can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently 
there are eleven (11) limousine businesses operating; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant and business location has been reviewed 
and approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, Building Department 
and Fire Department, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 
applicable license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and 
directed to issue a limousine business owner's license to Warren 
Hanania d/b/a Pearl Car Services, Inc. for the operation of a 
limousine service from 2050 Center Avenue to include parking of  
vehicle(s) at the same address. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing the Issuance of a Request for Qualifications/ 
Proposals from Redevelopers for Redevelopment Area 5  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS FROM REDEVELOPERS 
FOR  REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the “Borough”), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 
Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “LRHL”),  
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did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of 
Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need 
of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its northerly border 
Bridge Plaza South, and its southerly border, Main Street, with the 
eastern border of the area being Central Road, and the westerly 
border being Lemoine Avenue; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 
Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 
for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of 
the Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution of September 30, 2004, the Borough did 
designate a Redeveloper for Redevelopment Area 5, said Redeveloper 
being Town and Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., a New Jersey 
corporation (hereafter, the “Redeveloper”) and the Redeveloper and 
the Borough entered into a certain Redevelopment Agreement dated 
September 30, 2004 (hereafter, the “Redevelopment Agreement”); and  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 
Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redeveloper subsequently proceeded before the 
Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee for the purpose of 
obtaining site plan approval for the redevelopment project and for 
a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots, one to the 
east of Martha Washington Way (hereafter referred to as the “East 
Parcel”) and constituting Block 4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 
4851, Lot 1.02); and the second parcel (hereafter referred to as 
the “West Parcel”) constituting Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as 
Block 4851, Lot 1.01); and  
 
 WHEREAS, subsequently, pursuant to the provisions of the 



Redevelopment Agreement, the Redeveloper, for the purpose of 
financing, did enter into a Joint Development Agreement with an 
affiliated entity of Redeveloper, wholly-owned and controlled by 
Redeveloper, and known as Town & Country Redevelopers at Fort Lee 
West, Inc. (hereafter, “Fort Lee West”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Joint Development Agreement between 
Redeveloper and Fort Lee West, the East Parcel was to be retained 
and financed by Redeveloper and the West Parcel was to be 
transferred to Fort Lee West and financed separately; and  
 
 WHEREAS,  the obligations of Redeveloper and Fort Lee West to 
the Borough of Fort Lee under the original Redevelopment Agreement 
were in all respects preserved; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redeveloper for the East Parcel and its affiliate 
company, Fort Lee West for the West Parcel, failed to maintain 
current tax payments to the Borough of Fort Lee for the property 
and failed to reimburse the Borough of Fort Lee for expenses 
incurred by the Borough to temporarily relocate utility services 
which temporary relocation expense was agreed to be paid pursuant 
to a certain Memorandum of Agreement entered into between 
Redeveloper and the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to pay current taxes and reimburse the 
Borough constituted a breach of the agreements between Redeveloper 
and its affiliate, Fort Lee West, and with the Borough under the 
Redevelopment Agreement, and upon formal notice thereof, 
constituted events of default; and the Borough proceeded to provide 
appropriate notices under the Redevelopment Agreement to  
Regular Meeting                                   February 12, 2009 
                                                            Page #8 
 
Redeveloper and its mortgagees by action of the Mayor and Council 
on May 1, 2008 and June 5, 2008; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the result of the Redeveloper’s failure to cure the 
events of default within 30 days was the termination of the 
Redevelopment Agreement and de-designation of Redeveloper for the 
both the East and West Parcels by action of the Mayor and Council 
on June 12, 2008; and  
  

WHEREAS, the Borough was named a defendant and was  served 
with a Summons and Complaint in a foreclosure action venued in 
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Bergen County, 
Docket No. F-19001-08 and captioned TDC Fort Lee, LLC v. Town & 
Country Developers at Fort Lee West, Inc.: Town & Country 
Developers at Fort Lee, Inc.; Borough of Fort Lee; State of New 
Jersey; United States of America; John Does 1-10; and John Doe 
Companies 1-10, which was received on or about May 29, 2008 on 
behalf of the Borough wherein the Plaintiff TDC Fort Lee, LLC, is a 
successor mortgagee (hereafter the “Plaintiff”) for the property 
known as Lot 1.01, Block 4851, which is owned by Redeveloper-
affiliated Fort Lee West; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in said Complaint it was alleged that Fort Lee West, 
in addition to its failure to pay taxes due to the Borough, had 
defaulted in both failing to pay its obligations and to address 
other matters under the mortgage documents/loan 
documents/agreements with Plaintiff, and the mortgage was 
accelerated and was due and payable with all additional costs and 
penalties permitted under the said mortgage documents; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on January 2, 2009, said Complaint resulted in the 
issuance of a Final Judgment in Foreclosure for the benefit of the 
Plaintiff TDC Fort Lee, LLC and a Writ of Execution has been issued 
to the Bergen County Sheriff to schedule a sale of the mortgage, 
interest and costs due; and  



 
WHEREAS, the Redeveloper for the East Parcel, in addition to 

its failure to pay taxes due to the Borough, had defaulted in both 
failing to pay its obligations and to address other matters under 
the mortgage documents/loan documents/agreements with the bank; and  

 
WHEREAS, the bank has filed a Complaint in a foreclosure 

action venued in Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, 
Bergen County, Docket No. F-24555-08 and captioned PRIF II T&C Fort 
Lee, LLC v. Town and Country Developers At Fort Lee, Inc., et al, 
which is currently pending, for the property known as Lot 1.02 in 
Block 4851; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the failure of Redeveloper for the East Parcel and 
Fort Lee West for the West Parcel to pay obligations when due and 
to suspend its payment of same constituted an event of default 
under Article VIII of the Redevelopment Agreement; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to a subsequent Resolution of the Mayor and 
Council adopted on September 4, 2008, additional conditions of 
default were noticed and were not cured by the Redeveloper for both 
the East and West Parcels; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of all defaults by the Redeveloper and 
Fort Lee West for both the East Parcel and West Parcel for failure 
to pay real estates, Impositions, mortgages and any other financial 
obligations, the Redevelopment Agreement was terminated by the 
Borough and the Redeveloper de-designated as Redeveloper of 
Redevelopment Area 5; and  
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 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of the Redevelopment 
Agreement and de-designation of the Redeveloper for both the East 
and West Parcels, the Borough is desirous of seeking a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 
East and West Parcels; and 
 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposes to utilize to 
seek a new redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 is through the 
issuance of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”) with 
the intention that upon receipt of proposals, a redeveloper will 
be selected, formally designated as redeveloper and negotiations 
on a new redevelopment agreement will commence,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough intends to 
seek additional redevelopers for the redevelopment of the 
Redevelopment Area and authorizes the issuance of a Request for 
Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”)for such purpose with the 
intention that upon receipt of proposals, a redeveloper will be 
selected, formally designated as redeveloper and negotiations on a 
redevelopment agreement will commence; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the RFQ/P shall be issued in a 

form substantially consistent with the copy attached hereto and 
made part of this Resolution; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 
effect immediately.  
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Settlement in Litigation Entitled Extreme  
Catering, LLC, Michael Iafelice and Todd Iafelice vs Borough of 
Fort Lee 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE APPROVING  



  THE  SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND GENERAL RELEASE WITH 
  EXTREME CATERING, LLC, MICHAEL IAFELICE AND TODD  
  IAFELICE 

 
WHEREAS, Extreme Catering, LLC, Michael Iafelice and Todd 

Iafelice (“Plaintiffs”) have filed a cause of action in the 
Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division, Docket No. BER-L-9320-
07 against the Borough of Fort Lee, the Borough of Edgewater, the 
County of Bergen and the Palisades Interstate Park Commission 
(“Defendants”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Defendants have determined that it is in their 
best interest to settle this litigation; and 

 
WHEREAS, specifically, the Borough of Fort Lee (the 

“Borough”), in consultation with the Borough Attorney, has 
determined that it is in the Borough’s best interest to settle 
this litigation; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Plaintiffs and Defendants have negotiated a 
settlement agreement and general release (“Agreement”) dated 
December 30, 2008 and attached hereto; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Plaintiffs and Defendants desire to enter into a 
settlement in accordance with the terms outlined in the attached 
Agreement. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
 
Regular Meeting                                   February 12, 2009 
                                                           Page #10 
 

7. The terms of the Settlement Agreement and General Release 
as outlined in the attached Agreement are hereby approved 
by the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 
8. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes the Borough 

Attorney and/or Borough officials to execute the 
appropriate settlement documents having terms 
substantially similar to the terms outlined in the 
attached Agreement. 

 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Settlement in Litigation Entitled Ciena  
Funding, LLC vs Borough of Fort Lee 
 
 This item was removed from the agenda prior to the meeting. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Payment to H. Ney Associates, LLC as the  
Borough’s 2008 Traffic Engineer for Extra Services Provided for 
Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements on Main Street and Hudson 
Terrace - $18,562.76 
 
         A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE         
        BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING A CLOSEOUT OF THE  
        CONTRACT FOR  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES  
        WITH H. NEY & ASSOCIATES, LLC 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to H. Ney & 
Associates, LLC (“Ney”) to provide professional engineering 
services related to traffic signal control and design for the Main 
Street and Hudson Terrace Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements 
Project (“Project”); and 
 



 WHEREAS, subsequently, based upon a need for additional 
professional engineering services by Ney related to the 
preparation of responses to Requests for Information from the 
contractor and the preparation of a change in plan to address 
certain interim improvements for the Project, the Borough, by 
resolution, retained the services of Ney to perform such 
additional professional engineering services related to the 
Project based upon a proposal from Ney, dated June 23, 2008 and 
revised as of July 16, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and Ney have determined that it is in 
their mutual best interests to closeout the contract awarded to 
Ney for the provision of professional engineering services related 
to traffic signal construction for the Project; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of authorizing a closeout of the contract for professional 
engineering services awarded to Ney, based upon services performed 
by Ney as supported by documentation from Ney and reviewed by 
Borough personnel, in the amount of $18,562.76; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the authorization of a closeout of the contract for 
services for the provision of professional engineering services 
related to traffic signal construction for the Project in 
accordance with its proposal is in the best interests of the 
Borough; and 
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WHEREAS, the implementation of the contract closeout is 

necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That the contract with Ney for the provision of 
professional engineering services related to traffic signal 
construction for the Project shall be and is hereby closed out, 
based upon services performed by Ney, as supported by 
documentation from Ney and reviewed by Borough personnel, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof, in the amount of $18,562.76. 
 
 2. That the Mayor and/or Borough Administrator shall be and 
is hereby authorized such documents as are necessary to closeout 
the contract with Ney, pursuant to and in accordance with the terms 
of this Resolution. 
 
 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-9 - Accepting Proposal from CMX Inc., Manalapan, New Jersey to  
Perform Additional Services as  the Borough’s 2009 Traffic  
Engineer for Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements on Main 
Street and Hudson Terrace – Fee Not to Exceed $11,000  
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A PROPOSAL 
       FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 



 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to provide professional 
engineering services related to traffic signal control and design 
for the Main Street and Hudson Terrace Roadway and Traffic Signal 
Improvements Project (“Project”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of CMX to 
perform such professional engineering services related to traffic 
signal construction for the Project in accordance with its 
proposal, dated January 23, 2009, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, CMX possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional engineering services 
related to traffic signal construction for the Project; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of accepting a proposal from CMX for professional engineering 
services in accordance with the procedures mandated under the  
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Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by CMX for a lump sum in the amount of $11,000.00, which 
amount is less than the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey 
Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, 
therefore, the contract is not subject to the provisions of the 
New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the acceptance of CMX’s proposal for the provision 
of professional engineering services related to traffic signal 
construction for the Project in accordance with its proposal is in 
the best interests of the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That CMX shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to traffic signal 
construction for the Project, in accordance with its proposal, 
dated January 23, 2009, attached hereto and made a part hereof, 
and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and between 
Boswell and the Borough, dated as of January 1, 2009, for services 



as the Borough Engineer. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
authorized herein, CMX shall provide written notice to the Borough 
Clerk and/or Borough Engineer as to whether the services will be 
completed within the budget established for the services.  If the 
services are expected to exceed the budget, CMX shall submit a 
detailed cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the 
Borough. 
 
 3. That CMX is specifically placed on notice that they will 
be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of 
P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-5 and CA-6. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied to CA-5 and Ms. Thomas responded to 
CA-6. 
 
 Cliff Gold, 555 North Avenue, spoke to and inquired about 
CA-5. 
 
 Messrs. Cohen and Sokolich responded to his inquiries. 
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There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-9, expect 
for CA-7, which was removed prior to the meeting) was approved 
unanimously, with Councilman Cervieri abstaining. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-1 – Amending Temporary Capital Budget  
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to constitute the 
2009 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting 
therein the following project, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The 2009 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough 
of Fort Lee is hereby constituted by the adoption of the schedule 
to read as follows: 
 

Temporary Capital Budget of the 
Borough of Fort Lee 
County of Bergen 

Projects Scheduled for 2009 
Method of Financing 

                                        
                    Est.                     
Project                 Costs       Grants      Bonds   
 



Abbott Boulevard Pedestrian       $200,000    184,000     16,000      
 Pathway Infrastructure Project 
  
 Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to 
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of 
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State  
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this 
project for 2009 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 
2009 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
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Councilwoman Kasofsky – spoke to the Fort Lee Library’s online 
book club.  Residents can sign up and then chapters of certain 
books are e-mailed.  Eleven different areas of books are covered. 
There is a moderated forum for each book club for readers to share 
comments.  People can register at www.fortleebccls.org and click 
online book clubs. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – wished everyone a happy Valentine’s Day. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                             Thursday, January 29, 2009 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 6, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 7, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  
Mayor Sokolich had no report tonight. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2009-9 - Amending Chapter 316, Section 1, to Include 
Photograph Fees and to Clarify Language and Fees for Police 
Department Audio and Video Recordings 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 316, PUBLIC RECORDS, OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 12, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-10 - Amending Chapter 193, Section 2A by 
Eliminating Signage Fees Which are Already Incorporated in the 
Borough’s Zoning Code 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2009-10 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF  
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BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 193, CONSTRUCTION CODES, 
UNIFORM, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced 
and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 12, 
2009. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2009-1 – Amending Salary Ordinance #2008-2 – 
Establishing Salaries for the Mayor & Council (Schedule C) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2008-2 
FOR CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOUEES (SCHEDULE C) FOR 2009.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-2 – Amending Salary Ordinance #2004-41 and #2008-3  
Establishing Salaries for Various Borough Professional Positions  
(Schedule B) 
 



On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE 
#2004-1 AND 2008-3 ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR WHITE COLLAR 
EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-3 – Amending Chapter 90, Police Department Table 
of Organization 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-3 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 90, POLICE DEPARTMENT, 
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-4 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of Handicapped Parking Space by 401 Park Place  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-4 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE  AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 Mayor Sokolich explained that there is a strict procedure 
with regards to obtaining a handicapped parking space. The Police 
Department investigates anyone who requests a handicapped parking 
space.  He added that if a resident has been given a handicapped 
parking space in front of their residence that it doesn’t give the 
resident exclusive rights to use the space.  Anyone who has a 
handicapped sticker could use the space. 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
  
 
Ordinance #2009-5 - Amend Ord. #2008-39 Handicapped Parking Space 
on Glen Road by Relocating the Handicapped Parking Space 
 



On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED "HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
  
 
Ordinance #2009-6 – Amending Chapter 261, Article VII, Land Use 
Procedures, Affordable Housing Development Fees 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 261, LAND 
USE PROCEDURES, ARTICLE VII, AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEES 
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
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Ordinance #2009-7 – Amending Chapter 261, Land Use Procedures, 
Article VIII, Parking Improvement Program Developer Contribution 
Special Fund in Lieu of Installation of Off-Street Parking Spaces 
 
 Councilman Pohan offered a motion, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer to amend the Ordinance as follows: 

 
Section 2.  That Borough Ordinance § 261-59, Payment of PIP 

fee by applicant, shall be amended and supplemented and hence 
forth provide as follows: 

 
A. The timing of the PIP fee payment shall be in the sole 

discretion of the granting board.  Payment by the 
applicant of the PIP fee assessed by the Planning Board 
and/or Board of Adjustment may be imposed by the 
granting board as follows: 

 
Shall be amended to read as follows: 
 

A. The timing of the payment by the applicant of the PIP  
   fee assessed by the Planning Board and/or Board of  
   Adjustment shall be imposed by the granting board in  
   one of the following manner: 

 
 Mr. Cohen deemed the amendment to be minor in nature. 
 
 The motion to amend the Ordinance was approved on the 
following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri  
 



On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2009-7 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 261, LAND USE 
PROCEDURES, ARTICLE VIII, PARKING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM DEVELOPER 
CONTRIBUTION SPECIAL FUND IN LIEU OF INSTALLATION OF OFF-STREET 
PARKING SPACES OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE as amended.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-8 – Establishing Chapter 70, Housing Liaison, 
Municipal, for the Purpose of Administering the Borough’s 
Affordable Housing Program Pursuant to the Fair Housing Act 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2009-8 “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING CHAPTER TO CREATE THE 
POSITION OF MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAISON FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
ADMINISTERING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE’S AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM 
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR HOUSING ACT.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-5. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $9,198,862.67 
Capital                                       1,179,361,27 
Road Improvement Plan                         1,676,975.26 
Multiple Dwelling                                      n/a 
Construction Fees                                      n/a 
COAH Fees                                        17,910.10 
Trust Account (Old)                                    n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                   3,077.50 
Trip Admissions                                        n/a 
Wedding Fees                                           n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                       222,282.38 
Special Dog Account                                 654.84 
Centennial Fund                                        n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                             n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                        n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                           n/a 



Fort Lee Film Commission                            625.00 
Redemption Account                               25,129.14 
School Resource Account                                n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                               2,964.00 
POAA                                                   n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                 4,923.00 
Police Treasury                                   5,811.00 
Police Justice                                    5,051.60 
 
Total:                                       $11,817,153.62 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Settlement Agreement and General Release With  
Nicholas Vucci and Travelers Companies, Inc. 
 
    A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE APPROVING THE 
    SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND GENERAL RELEASE WITH NICHOLAS  
    VUCCI AND TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC.  
 

WHEREAS, a cause of action was filed in the Municipal Court 
of the Borough of Fort Lee against Nicholas Vucci arising out of a 
July 3, 2007 automobile accident scene clean up; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has determined that it is in 
its best interest to settle this matter with Travelers Companies, 
Inc., automobile insurance carrier for Nicholas Vucci; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, Nicholas Vucci and 
Travelers Companies, Inc. have negotiated a settlement agreement 
and general release dated January 29, 2009; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to enter into a 
settlement and general release in accordance with the terms 
outlined in the attached agreement. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
 

9. The terms of the settlement agreement and general release 
as outlined in the attached Agreement (available in the 
Office of the Borough Clerk) are hereby approved by the 
Borough of Fort Lee. 

 
10. The Borough of Fort Lee hereby authorizes the Borough 

Attorney to execute the appropriate settlement documents 
having terms substantially similar to the terms outlined 
in the attached Agreement. 

 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing the Purchase of 45 Police Vests from Ray’s  
Sport Shop, North Plainfield, New Jersey Through New Jersey State  
Contract #A67874 - $52,749.95 (Confiscated Funds) 
 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 
forty five (45) police vests; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vests are available through Ray’s Sport Shop, 
Inc., through New Jersey Contract #A67874; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of the police vests is over the bid 
threshold amount of $21,000 and the expenditure must be authorized 
by resolution of the governing body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 



Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that it authorizes the purchase of forty five 
(45) police vests from Ray’s Sport Shop, Inc., 559 Route 22 West, 
North Plainfield, New Jersey 07060 in the total amount of 
$52,749.95; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through the 
Police Department’s Justice Account (Confiscated Funds); and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Local Public Contracts Law 
requires that the resolution awarding a contract without 
competitive bidding must be available for public inspection.  
 
 
CA-4 - Endorsing Discretionary Grant Aid Application to the New  
Jersey Department of Transportation for Roadway Improvements to 
Eighth Street 
 
     APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION FOR DISCRETIONARY AID  
     WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR  
     ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS TO EIGHTH STREET  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has determined that Eighth 
Street is in need of roadway improvements; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is desirous of filing a 
discretionary aid grant application for 2009 from the  New Jersey 
Department of Transportation for roadway improvements to Eighth 
Street, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, formally approves the grant application 
for the above stated project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized to submit a discretionary aid grant application 
to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the 
Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 
CA-5 - Appointing Peggy Thomas as the Borough’s Municipal Housing  
Liaison 
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH   
       OF FORT LEE APPOINTING A MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAISON 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) petitioned the Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”) 
for substantive certification of its Housing Element and Fair 
Share Plan on December 30, 2008; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Fair Share Plan promotes an 
affordable housing program pursuant to the Fair Housing Act 
(N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301, et. seq.) and COAH’s Third Round Substantive 
Rules (N.J.A.C. 5:97-1, et. seq.); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:96-17, et seq. and N.J.A.C. 
5:80-26.1 et. seq., the Borough is required to appoint a Municipal 
Housing Liaison for the administration of the Borough’s affordable 
housing program to enforce the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:97-9 and 



N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et. seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has established Chapter 70 entitled 
Housing Liaison, Municipal, to provide for the appointment of a 
Municipal Housing Liaison to administer the Borough’s affordable 
housing program, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, and the State of 
New Jersey, that Peggy E. Thomas is hereby appointed by the 
Borough as the Municipal Housing Liaison for the administration of 
the affordable housing program, pursuant to and in accordance with 
Chapter 70 of the Municipal Code of the Borough of Fort Lee.  

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-2. 

 Ms. Thomas responded to her question. 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-5) was 
approved unanimously. 

 
RESOLUTIONS 

 
R-1 - Awarding Contract to Administrative Purchasing Consultants, 
214 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, as the Borough’s 
Purchasing Consultant for 2009 - $75,000 
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 Mayor Sokolich nominated Administrative Purchasing 
Consultants to be the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant for 2009. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Purchasing Consultant for 2009; and 
 
     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 
the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 
appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation  
within the municipality; and 
 
     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 
Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 
member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 
committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 
the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq., and  
 
     WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 
(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 
(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 
that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 
of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 
writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitations of 
qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 
announce the qualifications when awarded; and 



 
     WHEREAS, an RFQ for Purchasing Consultant services was 
previously authorized by the Borough and issued a “fair and open 
process” on November 20, 2008, returnable by December 19, 2008 and 
publicly opened on December 22, 2008; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
Purchasing Consulting Services of Administrative Purchasing 
Consultants, 214 Main Street, 3rd Floor, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
07024 will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant 
factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Administrative 
Purchasing Consultants to serve as the Borough’s Purchasing 
Consultant for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2009; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough has received a timely and complete 
Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
 
     WHEREAS, funds will be available by the way of the municipal 
budget to compensate said Purchasing Consultant,  
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said Purchasing Consultant is hereby 
appointed for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 
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     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Purchasing 
Consultant for the year 2009 shall be $75,000 as listed below. 
 
     Borough of Fort Lee      $58,500 
 Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center     16,500 
 
; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all claims shall be approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to 
an agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof.    
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
R-2 - Awarding Contract to Paul Phillips of the Firm Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc, New York, New York, to Serve as 
the Borough’s Planner for 2009 – Fee Not to Exceed $42,750  
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Paul Phillips of the firm Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc., to be the Borough’s Planner for 
2009. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Borough Planner for 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 
the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 



appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 
Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 
member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 
committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 
the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 
(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 
(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 
that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 
of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 
writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitation of 
qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 
announce the qualifications when awarded; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an RFQ for Borough Planner services was previously 
authorized by the Borough and issued under a “fair and open 
process” on November 20, 2008, returnable by December 19, 2008 and 
publicly opened on December 22, 2008; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

Borough Planner services of Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, 434 Sixth Avenue, New York, New York,  
10011 will be the most advantageous to the Borough all relevant 
factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Paul Phillips and the 
firm of Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates to serve as Borough 
Planner for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a timely and complete 
Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates said Borough Planner be and is hereby 
appointed as Borough Planner for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 
way of the municipal budget to compensate said Borough Planner; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Borough 
Planner for year 2009 shall be a fee not to exceed $42,750; and 
that all claims shall be approved and paid in the manner set forth 
in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement to be entered 
into between the parties; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 



 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
R-3 - Awarding Contracts to Boswell McClave Engineering,  
Hackensack, New Jersey and CMX Inc., Manalapan, New Jersey  
to Serve as the Borough’s Traffic Engineers for 2009  
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering and CMX, 
Inc. as the Borough’s Traffic Engineers for 2009. 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of engineer(s) for the year 2009 
to serve as Traffic Engineers on an as needed basis; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
Open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., by 
issuing a Request for Qualifications for Traffic Engineering 
Services; and 
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 WHEREAS, an RFQ for Traffic Engineering Services was 
previously authorized by the Borough and issued through a “fair 
and open process” on November 20, 2008 returnable by December 19,  
2008 and publicly opened on December 22, 2008; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that the 
services of Boswell McClave Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue, 
South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 and CMX, Inc., 200 State 
Highway 9, Manalapan, New Jersey 07726 will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Boswell McClave 
Engineering and CMX, Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Traffic 
Engineers for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received timely and complete 
Qualification Statements from Boswell McClave Engineering and CMX, 
Inc., including a Business Registration Certificate and 
Certificate of Affirmative Action compliance statement from both 
firms prior to entering into a contract, 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the aforesaid firms are hereby appointed 
as Traffic Engineers for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 
way of the municipal budget to compensate said Traffic Engineers 
on an as needed basis by the Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Traffic 
Engineers for the year 2009 shall be approved and paid in the 
manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 
 



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
  
 
R-4 - Awarding Contract to Steven Muhlstock of the Firm 
Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP, to Serve as the 
Borough’s Conflict Counsel for 2009  
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Steven Muhlstock of the firm 
Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP, to serve as the 
Borough’s Conflict Counsel for 2009. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is in the best interests for the Borough of Fort 
Lee to engage the professional services of an attorney for the 
year 2009 to serve as Conflict Counsel for any issues for which 
the Borough’s other counsel may not be able to serve the Borough 
due to a conflict of interest, which perceived or actual, or for 
any other instance in which the Borough determines the best 
interest of the public will be served by alternative 
representation; and 
 

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney(s); and 
 
Regular Meeting                                   January 29, 2009 
                                                          Page #12 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general  
circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. by 
issuing a Request for Qualifications for Conflict Counsel 
Services; and 
 
 WHEREAS; the Mayor and Council has determined that the 
following attorney and/or firm services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered: 
  
 Steve Muhlstock, Esq. of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock & 
      Chewcaskie, LLP 
     2200 Fletcher Avenue 
     9W Office Center 
     Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
  ;and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated the above listed 
attorney to serve as Conflict Counsel for the Borough of Fort Lee 
for the year 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said Conflict Counsel be and is hereby 



appointed for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said legal 
services for the year 2009 shall be at a fee based on proposals 
received on a case by case basis; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attorney and/or firm named 
listed above have not been awarded a contract and are not 
guaranteed to receive any compensation from the Borough and that 
said services will be requested on an “as-needed” basis; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED all monies paid will be a manner set 
forth under NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement to be 
entered into between the parties; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
  
R-5 - Authorizing the Issuance of Refunding Bonds Authorized by 
Ordinance #2008-17 Providing for the Refunding of a Portion of the  
Borough’s General Improvement Bonds Dated May 1, 1999 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF REFUNDING BONDS 
AUTHORIZED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2008-17 PROVIDING  
FOR THE REFUNDING OF A PORTION OF THE 
BOROUGH'S GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS DATED  
MAY 1, 1999; AND PROVIDING FOR THE FORM, 
MATURITIES AND OTHER DETAILS OF SAID BONDS; 
AUTHORIZING A PRELIMINARY OFFICIAL STATEMENT 
AND OFFICIAL STATEMENT AND THE APPOINTMENT 
OF AN ESCROW AGENT; AND PROVIDING FOR THE 
SALE OF THE REFUNDING BONDS; AND APPROVING 
AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY 
BY THE BOROUGH OF A BOND PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
AND AN ESCROW DEPOSIT AGREEMENT 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:2-1 et seq. (the “Local Bond Law”) of the State of New Jersey 
authorizes the issuance by the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the 
“Borough”) of bonds for the purpose of refunding outstanding bonds of the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Local Bond Law, the Borough Council did, on March 
13, 2008, finally adopt Ordinance No. 2008-17 (the “Refunding Ordinance”) authorizing the 
issuance by the Borough of refunding bonds in the amount of not to exceed $6,850,000 for the 
purpose of refunding all or part of the outstanding portion of the Borough’s General Improvement 
Bonds, dated May 1, 1999 (the “Outstanding Bonds”), to provide debt service savings for the 
Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Bond Law, the Borough has sought and obtained 
approvals on March 20, 2008 from the Local Finance Board in the Division of Local 
Government Services of the Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey (the 
“Local Finance Board”) of the adoption by the Borough Council of the Refunding Ordinance 
and the issuance of obligations thereunder; and 

 



WHEREAS, in accordance with the Local Bond Law, the Borough desires to (i) authorize 
and approve the sale and issuance of refunding bonds (the “Bonds” or the “Refunding Bonds”) 
in the aggregate principal amount of $5,170,000, to be designated as “General Obligation 
Refunding Bonds, Series 2009,” and to be issued for the purpose of refunding the Outstanding 
Bonds maturing on February 1 in the years 2010 through and including 2013 (the “Refunded 
Bonds”); and (ii) to provide for the form, maturities, interest rates, price and other details of 
the Refunding Bonds; and 

   
      WHEREAS, in connection with the sale and issuance of the Refunding Bonds, the 

Borough also desires to ratify, approve and authorize (i) the distribution of a preliminary official 
statement (the “Preliminary Official Statement”) and the execution and distribution of an official 
statement (the “Official Statement”) and (ii) the forms and the entering into of the hereinafter 
defined Bond Purchase Agreement and Escrow Deposit Agreement; and  

 
WHEREAS, in an effort to take advantage of current favorable market conditions, the 

Borough has determined to enter into a bond purchase agreement (the “Bond Purchase 
Agreement”) with NW Capital Markets Inc., as underwriter (the “Underwriter”) for the Refunding 
Bonds, with respect to which Bond Purchase Agreement the Underwriter will agree to purchase 
the Refunding Bonds upon satisfaction of the conditions precedent to issuance set forth therein 
and with such terms for the Refunding Bonds as set forth therein. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-
thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS: 
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Section 1.  The Borough hereby authorizes the issuance and sale of the Refunding Bonds 
of the Borough in the aggregate principal amount of $5,170,000.  

 
Section 2.  The Refunding Bonds shall be issued as “General Obligation Refunding Bonds, 

Series 2009.”  The Refunding Bonds shall be dated their date of delivery, shall be numbered from 
1 upward in the denomination of $5,000 and integral multiples of $1,000 in excess thereof, and  
shall be issued as fully registered bonds. The Refunding Bonds shall mature on February 1 in each 
of the years and in the principal amounts and shall bear interest at the rates, payable on August 1 
and February 1 of each year, commencing on August 1, 2009, as follows: 

 
Year Principal Rate 
2010 1,315,000 2.250% 
2011 1,290,000 3.000 
2012 1,280,000 5.000 
2013 1,285,000 3.000 

 
 The Refunding Bonds shall be substantially in the form as provided in this Resolution, 
with such omissions, insertions and variations as are properly required.   
 
 Section 3.  The Refunding Bonds will be initially issued in book-entry form only in the 
form of one certificate for the aggregate principal amount of the Refunding Bonds maturing in 
each year and, when issued, will be registered in the name of and held by Cede & Co., as 
registered owner and nominee for The Depository Trust Company, New York, New York 
(“DTC”), which is hereby appointed to act as securities depository for the Refunding Bonds.  As 
long as DTC or its nominee, Cede & Co., is the registered owner of the Bonds, payments of the 
principal of and interest on the Bonds will be made by the Borough, or a bank or trust company (if 
any) selected by the Chief Financial Officer to act as paying agent and bond registrar for the 
Bonds pursuant to Section 11 hereof (the “Paying Agent”), directly to DTC or its nominee, Cede 
& Co., which will credit payments of principal of and interest on the Bonds to the participants of 
DTC as listed on the records of DTC as of each next preceding July 15  and January 15  (each, a 
“Record Date” and together, the “Record Dates” for the payment of interest on the Refunding 
Bonds), which participants will in turn credit such payments to the beneficial owners of the 
Refunding Bonds.  The registration books of the Borough shall be kept by the Chief Financial 
Officer (or, if appointed pursuant to Section 11 hereof, by the Paying Agent at its corporate trust 



office).  
 
  The Refunding Bonds shall be payable as to both principal and interest in lawful money of 
the United States of America.  The Refunding Bonds shall be executed by the manual or facsimile 
signatures of the Mayor and the Chief Financial Officer under the official seal or facsimile thereof 
affixed, printed, engraved or reproduced thereon and attested by the manual signature of the 
Borough Clerk.  If a Paying Agent is appointed pursuant to Section 11 hereof, the foregoing 
attestation may be made by facsimile signature of the Borough Clerk provided that the Refunding 
Bonds shall be authenticated by the manual signature of the Paying Agent.  The following matters 
are hereby determined with respect to the Bonds: 
 
Date of Refunding Bonds:  Date of Delivery 
 
Interest Payment Dates:  Each August 1 and February 1 until maturity, 

commencing on August 1, 2009, with 
payment being made to DTC or its authorized 
nominee, by the Borough or the Paying Agent 

 
Bond Registrar/Paying Agent  Borough of Fort Lee, unless a Paying Agent is 

appointed pursuant to Section 11 hereof 
 
 
Securities Depository:  The Depository Trust Company, New York, 

New York 
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Authorized Denominations:  $5,000 and integral multiples of $1,000 in 

excess thereof 
 
 Section 4.    The Refunding Bonds are not subject to redemption prior to maturity. 
 
            Section 5.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to enter into a letter of 
representations or other agreement with DTC setting forth the respective obligations of DTC, the 
Borough and the Paying Agent (if any) with respect to the payment and transfer of the Bonds.  
The  
 
Borough agrees to comply with all obligations set forth in such agreement. 

 
Section 6.  The Refunding Bonds shall be executed by the Mayor and the Chief Financial 

Officer, by their manual or facsimile signatures, and the corporate seal of the Borough shall be 
affixed thereto, or imprinted or reproduced thereon, and attested by the manual signature of the 
Borough Clerk. 
 

Section 7.  The distribution by the Borough of the Preliminary Official Statement 
pertaining to the Refunding Bonds is hereby ratified and confirmed and authorized and the use of 
an Official Statement in substantially the form of the Preliminary Official Statement presented to 
this meeting is hereby approved with such changes as counsel may advise, and the use of the 
information contained therein concerning the Borough in connection with the sale of the 
Refunding Bonds is hereby approved and authorized and the Chief Financial Officer of the 
Borough is hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver to the purchaser of the 
Refunding Bonds the final Official Statement with such changes as counsel may advise and the 
officer executing the same may approve, such approval to be evidenced by such officer’s 
execution thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to deem final the Preliminary 
Official Statement for purposes of Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission.  
 
            Section 8.  NW Capital Markets Inc. is hereby designated as the Borough’s investment 
banker in connection with the Refunding Bonds. 
 

Section 9.  The escrow agent for the Refunded Bonds (the “Escrow Agent”) shall be 
Capital One, N.A..  The Escrow Agent shall signify its acceptance of the duties imposed upon it 



by this Resolution by a written certificate delivered to the Borough prior to the delivery of the 
Refunding Bonds.  The Chief Financial Officer is authorized to accept the schedule of fees 
provided by the Escrow Agent. 
 

Section 10.  The Refunding Bonds shall be in substantially the form attached hereto as 
Exhibit A, with such changes as may be appropriate. 

 
Section 11.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to select and to enter into an 

agreement with a Paying Agent to ensure that the Borough can meet its obligations undertaken 
herein to the holders of the Refunding Bonds.  The Chief Financial Officer may, however, elect 
not to select a Paying Agent for the Refunding Bonds, and may elect to select a Paying Agent at 
any time prior or subsequent to the issuance of the Refunding Bonds.  However, the Chief 
Financial Officer shall select a Paying Agent upon any determination to cause the Refunding 
Bonds to be registered in the names of the beneficial owners thereof, as provided in Section 12 or 
Section 13 hereof. 
 
 Section 12.  In the event that DTC shall determine to discontinue providing its services as 
securities depository with respect to the Refunding Bonds, the Borough and the Paying Agent (if 
any) may enter into an agreement with a substitute securities depository, if available.  
Alternatively, the Borough and the Paying Agent may cause the Refunding Bonds to thereafter be 
registered in the names of, and delivered to, each beneficial owner of the Refunding Bonds and 
thereafter the principal of the Refunding Bonds will be payable in lawful money of the United 
States of America at the office of the Paying Agent, and interest on the Refunding Bonds will be 
payable by check mailed to the respective addresses of the registered owners thereof as shown on 
the registration books of the Borough as of the close of business on the first day of the calendar 
month for the applicable interest payment date.  
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             Section 13.  The Borough may terminate the services of DTC as securities depository with 
respect to the Refunding Bonds if the Borough determines that (i) DTC is unable to discharge its 
responsibilities with respect to the Refunding Bonds, or (ii) continued use of the book-entry 
system is not in the best interests of the beneficial owners of the Refunding Bonds.  In such event, 
the Borough and the Paying Agent (if any) shall either contract with a substitute securities  
depository or cause the Bonds to be registered in the names of the beneficial owners thereof, as 
provided in Section 12 hereof. 

 
Section 14.   A Continuing Disclosure Certificate in substantially the form attached hereto 

as Exhibit B is hereby approved, and the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed 
to execute and deliver a Continuing Disclosure Certificate on behalf of the Borough in 
substantially such form, with such insertions and changes therein as the Chief Financial Officer 
may approve, such approval to be evidenced by his/her execution thereof. 
 

 Section 15.  The proceeds of the Refunding Bonds shall be applied for the purpose of 
refunding the Refunded Bonds.  The Borough will make no use of the proceeds of the Refunding 
Bonds which would cause the bonds to be arbitrage bonds. 
                                                                           

Section 16.  In order to maintain the exclusion from gross income for federal income tax 
purposes of interest on the Refunding Bonds, and for no other purpose, the Borough covenants to 
comply with each applicable requirement of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the 
“Code”), applicable to the Refunding Bonds, and any technical corrections thereto applicable to 
the Refunding Bonds, and the Borough covenants not to take any action or fail to take any action 
which would cause the interest on the Refunding Bonds to lose the exclusion from gross income 
for federal income taxation purposes under Section 103 of the Code.   
 

The Borough covenants and agrees with the holders of the Refunding Bonds that the 
Borough shall not take any action or omit to take any action which would cause the Refunding 
Bonds to be “private activity bonds” or “arbitrage bonds” within the meaning of Sections 141(a) 
or 148, respectively, of the Code, or any successor provision. 
 

Section 17.  The Borough covenants that it will take no action which would cause the 
Refunding Bonds to be federally guaranteed (within the meaning of Section 149(b) of the Code). 

 



            Section 18.  The Escrow Deposit Agreement pertaining to the Refunded Bonds shall be 
substantially in the form attached to this Resolution as Exhibit C and made a part hereof and the 
Mayor or the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough are hereby authorized to execute same with 
such changes, revisions or alterations therefor as may be approved by the officer executing the 
Escrow Deposit Agreement, such approval to be conclusively evidenced by the execution thereof. 

 
Section 19.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to accept the 

commitment for bond insurance, dated January 21, 2009 (the “Commitment Letter”), submitted by 
Financial Security Assurance Inc. in respect of the Refunding Bonds, a copy of which is attached 
hereto as Exhibit D and which by this reference is made a part hereof as if set forth in full herein. 
All actions heretofore taken by the Chief Financial Officer in connection with the Commitment 
Letter are hereby ratified and confirmed. The Mayor and the Chief Financial Officer are further 
authorized and directed to execute such additional documents and certificates as required by the 
Commitment Letter or as may be necessary in connection with the purchase of such bond 
insurance. 
  

Section 20.  The Bond Purchase Agreement with respect to the Refunding Bonds, 
substantially in the form submitted to the Borough Council at this meeting, is hereby approved and 
accepted, subject to such changes and corrections as are deemed necessary or appropriate by the 
Mayor or the Chief Financial Officer after consultation with the City’s counsel and/or bond 
counsel, his, her or their execution thereof to be conclusive evidence of such acceptance and 
approval.  The Refunding Bonds are hereby awarded to the Underwriter upon the terms set forth 
in the Bond Purchase Agreement.  The Mayor and the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough are 
each hereby authorized, empowered and directed to execute and deliver the Bond Purchase 
Agreement on behalf of the Borough. 
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          Section 21.  The Mayor, the Chief Financial Officer, the Business Administrator and the  
Clerk of the Borough are hereby designated, authorized and directed to perform or determine any 
other matters or details relating to the Refunding Bonds, to do or perform or cause to be done or 
performed any and all acts as such officers or Bond Counsel may deem necessary or appropriate in 
order to effect the proper issuance, execution and delivery of the Refunding Bonds, to pay out of  
the proceeds of the Refunding Bonds the costs of issuance therefor and to execute, among other 
things, one or more subscriptions for the purchase of United States Treasury Obligations, State 
and Local Government Series or such other securities and/or investment agreements in accordance  
with the Escrow Deposit Agreement, an arbitrage certificate certifying that, among other things, 
the Borough, to the extent it is empowered and allowed under applicable law, covenants that it 
will do and perform all acts and things necessary or desirable for the purpose of monitoring 
compliance to assure that interest paid on the Refunding Bonds is excludable from gross income 
under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and any and all instruments, opinions, 
affidavits, certificates, resolutions, documents or other papers as may be deemed necessary. 

 
Section 22.  This resolution shall take effect upon the adoption hereof. 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that today was Thomas’ Paine birthday.  
He would have been 272 years old.  The Borough is in the midst of 
having a statue of Thomas Paine built in Monument Park.  Today, he 
along with the Mayor attended Fort Lee Public School #2 where the 
kids are collecting pennies in hope of turning them into dollars 
to help the Thomas Paine statue fund.  He added that anyone 
interested in making a donation to the Thomas Paine Statue Fund 
can contact Thomas Meyers, Director of Cultural and Heritage 



Affairs, for the Borough. 
 
 He announced that V.F.W Post #2342 is sponsoring the 
following two events. 
 

A. St. Valentine’s Day Party, to Help to Fort Lee Food  
    Pantry on Saturday, February 14th at 6:30 p.m. at the 
    Fort Lee Recreation Center - $5.00 + Canned and 
    Packaged Foods 
 
B. St. Patrick’s Day Lunch on Saturday, March 14th from  

 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Richard A. Nest Senior 
 Citizen’s Center - $10.00 Per Person 
 

 
Councilman Goldberg – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – expressed his thanks to the Borough’s 
emergency services and Borough employees for the job they have 
been doing in removing all the snow and ice off of the Borough’s 
roadways. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Fort Lee Public Library 
has an online book club.  For further information call the library 
at 201-592-3614 or contact them at www.fortleelibrary.org. 
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Councilman Cervieri – expressed his condolences to Carmine Alampi 
and his family on the loss of his brother, Anthony, who passed 
away suddenly yesterday.  His wake is scheduled for tomorrow and 
his funeral is Saturday morning. 
 
 He commented on the loss of Burt Glaubinger, long time 
Borough employee, volunteer firefighter and colorful character who 
passed away last Friday.  Mayor Sokolich was one of a few speakers 
who did a very fine job on touching on his personal experiences 
with Burt.  He will be missed. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy Chinese New Year. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker      Subject       Response 
 
Nina Levinson      .Hanging of Azaleas on           Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St.        Borough Streets/Roadways 
 
Anna Lypinski      .Snow Removal – Praising of 
400 Park Place       Employees 
 
                   .Police Department Notification 
                     System 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                             Thursday, January 15, 2009 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg,  
                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 6, 2009, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 7, 2009, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2009 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Council President Sohmer stated that the Mayor had to leave 
after the Executive Session held earlier this evening. 



 
 Council President Sohmer chaired the meeting in the Mayor’s 
absence.   
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 18, 
2008/January 6, 2009 Recessed Meeting were approved. 
 
 
 

FIRE CHIEFS’ SWEARING IN CEREMONY (OATHS OF OFFICE) 
 
 Council President Sohmer administered the Oaths of Office to 
the newly elected Chief, Deputy Chief, Battalion Chief, Captains 
and Lieutenants for the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department. 
 

Deputy Chief: : William Chippane. His sons Brandon and Justin 
held the Bible, and his son Brandon pinned on his badge. 
 
 

Battalion Chief: Jeffrey Silver.  His wife, Esther and his 
children, Sara and Elizabeth held the Bible. His wife Esther also 
pinned on his badge. 
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Chief: Steven J. Curry.  His wife JoAnn held the Bible, and 
his son, Michael pinned on his badge. 
 
 Chief Curry stated that it’s an honor to be Chief of the Fort 
Lee Fire Department for a second time.  The first time he was 
Chief was back in 1985.  He joined the Fire Department back in 
1975.  The basic firefighter’s course in 1975 was 24 hours.  
Today, the basic course is over 150 hours just to become a 
firefighter.  To become a line officer requires an additional 350 
training hours.  Members are eager to brace the newest 
technologies available to the Fire Department.  He thanked the 
members, officers and families of the members who give up a lot of 
themselves on a daily basis.   With the commitment of the Mayor 
and Council, the Fire Department is the best equipped, most 
advanced department in the County and most likely in the State.  
He thanked the Mayor and Council for their continued support in 
enabling the Fire Department to have the best training and 
equipment during these tough economic times.  It would cost the 
Borough $10,000,000 annually to have a salaried Fire Department.  
He’s proud to lead the Fire Department in 2009.  The quality and 
service provided to the residents is nothing short of remarkable.  
He closed by thanking everyone and by blessing the Fort Lee Fire 
Department. 
 
 

OATHS OF OFFICE CONTINUED 
 

Captains: Bruce Holtje, Keith Sabatino, Mark Sulcov, and 
John Pascale 
 

1st Lieutenants:  Chris Ipek, Gary Krautman, Lane Goldstein 
and Steven Piccinich 

 
2nd Lieutenants: Jacqueline Ellisberg, Phil Craddock, Keith 

Elisberg and Chris Richter 
 
 

PRESENTATION 



 
 Chief Curry on behalf of the Fire Department and Mayor and 
Council presented outgoing Fire Chief, Jeff Bernard, with his Fire 
Chief’s shields and stated that he did an outstanding job as Chief 
in 2008. 
 
 Chief Bernard thanked his wife Cindy for all of her support.  
He stated that he’s proud to join a prestigious group of ex-chiefs 
of the Fort Lee Fire Department.  He thanked all the members and 
the 2008 officers, along with the Mayor and Council and Borough 
Administrator for their support. 
 
 He stated that in 2008 the Fire Department responded to close 
to 1500 fire calls without any major injuries to the firefighters 
as well as no fire related injuries or deaths to the Borough’s 
residents.  There were ten new members added to the department in 
2008 and he told those auxiliary firefighters who have just begun 
their training that the rewards will outweigh the pain of the 
training.  He spoke to the standby shift that was added in 2008 
which includes members sleeping in the various fire houses in 
order to respond quicker to any emergency that may come up.  He 
estimated that response time was reduced by 60%.  He believes the 
program has been embraced but he expects that Chief Curry will 
make some adjustments to it in 2009, such adjustments will be in 
the Borough’s best interests. 
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 He closed by thanking his family and friends, as well as the 
members of Fire Company #2.  He wished the officers, incoming 
chiefs and members good luck in 2009. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2009-1 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2008-2 – 
Establishing Salaries for the  Mayor & Council (Schedule C) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2008-2 FOR CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOUEES 
(SCHEDULE C) FOR 2009,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
January 29, 2009. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky Cervieri, Sohmer 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-2 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2004-41 and #2008-3 
Establishing Salaries for Various Borough Professional Positions 
(Schedule B) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2004-1 AND 2008-3 ESTABLISHING SALARIES 
FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
January 29, 2009. 



 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri, Sohmer 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-3 - Amending Chapter 90, Police Department Table 
of Organization 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-3 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 90, POLICE DEPARTMENT, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE ,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for January 29, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-4 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of Handicapped Parking Space by 401 Park Place  
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-4 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE  
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, 
SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED 
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
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 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for January 29, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-5 - Amend Ord. #2008-39 Handicapped Parking Space 
on Glen Road by Changing the Location of the Handicapped Parking 
Space 
    
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2009-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69, 
SCHEDULE XXIII, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED 
"HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES," was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for January 29, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-6 - Amending Chapter 261, Article VII, Land Use 
Procedures, Affordable Housing Development Fees 
  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 261, LAND USE PROCEDURES, ARTICLE VII, AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT FEES OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for January 29, 
2009. 
 
 



Ordinance #2009-7 - Amending Chapter 261, Land Use Procedures, 
Article VIII, Parking Improvement Program Developer Contribution 
Special Fund in Lieu of Installation of Off-Street Parking Spaces 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-7 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 261, LAND USE PROCEDURES, ARTICLE VIII, PARKING 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTION SPECIAL FUND IN LIEU OF 
INSTALLATION OF OFF-STREET PARKING SPACES OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for January 29, 
2009. 
 
 
Ordinance #2009-8 - Establishing Chapter 70, Housing Liaison, 
Municipal, for the Purpose of Administering the Borough’s 
Affordable Housing Program Pursuant to the Fair Housing Act 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2009-8 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING CHAPTER TO CREATE THE POSITION OF MUNICIPAL HOUSING 
LIAISON FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE’S 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM PURSUANT TO THE FAIR HOUSING ACT,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
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 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for January 29, 
2009. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13. 
 
CA-1 - Authorizing Hiring of Lauren A. Vinci as a Clerk Typist for  
the Municipal Court - $27,523 Annually 
 
 This item was removed from tonight’s agenda after the 
executive session meeting held earlier this evening. 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving a Special Two Year Bingo License for the VC  
Senior Club at 475 Main Street 
 
 A special two year bingo license for the VC Senior Club at 
475 Main Street was approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Firefighter Application for Michael Contento for 
Fire Company #2 
 
 The firefighter application for Michael Contento for Fire 
Company #2 was approved. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Various Appointments to the Emergency               
Management Council, as Required by the New Jersey State Office of  
Emergency Management 
 



BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that in furtherance of the Borough=s continuing policy to 
reorganize and upgrade its emergency services, to streamline the 
operations thereof and to promote efficient interdepartmental 
cooperation, the following appointments to the Emergency 
Management Council as required by the New Jersey State Office of 
Emergency Management are hereby confirmed as recommended by the 
Emergency Management Coordinator. 
 

Mark Sokolich    Mayor 
     Stephen M. Ferraro   Coordinator 

John Klein    1st Deputy Coordinator 
John J. Reuter        2nd Deputy Coordinator 
Stephen Richter   3rd Deputy Coordinator 
Peggy Thomas    4th Deputy Coordinator 
Joseph Zevits    5th Deputy Coordinator 
Cathy Maida        6th Deputy Coordinator 
Dr. Raymond Bandlow   Superintendent of Schools 
Gloria Gallo    Parking Authority/Transportation 
Erik Swanson    Building Department 
Anthony Lione    Superintendent of Public Works 
Jillian Raimondo Langham  Department of Social Services 
Steven Wielkocz   Health Department 
Thomas Granquist   Shelter Coordinator 
Current President   Chamber of Commerce 
Ralph Molinia    Port Authority of NY & NJ 
Steve Curry    Fire Sub-Code Official 
Chief Ambulance Corps.  Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps. 
Camille Milo    Communications 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with the 
recommendation of the Emergency Management Coordinator, 1st Deputy 
Coordinator shall assist with the responsibility for the day-to-
day administration and supervision of the office, staff and 
volunteers of the Office of Emergency Management of the Borough of 
Fort Lee. 
 
 
CA-5 - Approving Person-to-Person/Place-to-Place Liquor License        
Transfer from 246 Main Street Restaurant Corp. to 442 Main Street 
LLC 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 
person/place-to-place transfer of plenary retail consumption 
license 0219-33-004-006, heretofore issued to 246 Main Street 
Restaurant, Inc. a New Jersey corporation for premises located at 
246 Main Street (Inactive), Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority 
reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase of the 
license and the licensed business and all additional financing 
obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 



  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person/place-
to-place transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption 
license to 442 Main Street, LLC at 442 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey 07024 effective January 15, 2009 and does hereby direct the 
Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 
ownership. 
 
 
CA-6 - Rejecting Bid for the Purchase of a New Dump Truck 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE REJECTING A BID FOR THE PURCHASE OF A  
       NEW DUMP TRUCK 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee  
(“Borough”) to purchase a new dump truck for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 22, 2008, a single bid package was 
received from the following bidder in response to the Borough’s 
public solicitation for bids for the purchase of a new dump truck: 
 
 DFFLM, LLC t/a Ditschman/Flemington Ford - $34,158.00 
 
; and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed the bid submitted by the 
sole bidder, DFFLM, LLC t/a Distschman/Flemington Ford (“DFFLM”), 
and determined that DFFLM failed to provide a Business 
Registration Certificate, as mandated by the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, and the Bid Specifications 
issued by the Borough for the purchase of a new dump truck; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a contractor’s failure to 
include a copy of its Department of Treasury Business Registration 
Certificate at the time designated for the receipt of bids is a 
material and non-waivable defect; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the bid of DFFLM should be rejected as non-
responsive for failure to comply with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of contracting for the purchase of a new dump truck for use by 
Borough personnel in performing vital municipal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough wish to direct 
the Borough Administrator to re-bid for the purchase of a new dump 
truck for use by Borough personnel in performing vital municipal 
services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the purchase of a new 
dump truck for use by Borough personnel in performing vital 
municipal services is necessary for the Borough’s efficient 
operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the bid of DFFLM , LLC t/a Ditschman/Flemington Ford 



for the purchase of a new dump truck for use by Borough personnel 
in performing vital municipal services should be rejected as non-
responsive for failure to comply with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the sole 
bidder be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and/or 
Purchasing Consultant be and are hereby authorized to immediately 
re-bid for the purchase of a new dump truck for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services pursuant to and 
in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.;   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-7 - Awarding Bid to Altec Industries, Elizabethtown, Kentucky  
for the Purchase of a Hydraulic Telescope Aerial Device  
for the DPW - $68,865 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
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   OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE 
        OF A HYDRAULIC TELESCOPE AERIAL DEVICE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of a 2009 
thirty-five foot hydraulic articulating telescope aerial device; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, on September 15, 2008, pursuant to resolution and 
in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of a 
2009 thirty-five foot hydraulic articulating telescope aerial 
device; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 15, 2008, bids were received in response 
to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following bidders:  
 
             Altec Industries, Inc.  $68,865.00 
 
   Mobile Lifts, Inc.   $82,001.00   
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Altec Industries, Inc. (“Altec”) is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Altec constitutes 
the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the purchase of a 
2009 thirty-five foot hydraulic articulating telescope aerial 
device; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the purchase of a 2009 thirty-five foot hydraulic 
articulating telescope aerial device; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations;  



 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that Altec Industries, Inc., 200 Altec Drive, 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky, is the lowest responsible and compliant 
bidder and is awarded the contract for the purchase of a 2009 
thirty-five foot hydraulic articulating telescope aerial device in 
accordance with the applicable bid documents and specifications 
for the amount of $68,865.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Altec Industries, Inc. for 
the purchase of a 2009 thirty-five foot hydraulic articulating 
telescope aerial device; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the purchase of a 2009 
thirty-five foot hydraulic articulating telescope aerial device; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the other 
bidder be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
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CA-8 - Awarding Bid to Hudson County Motors, Inc, Secaucus, New  
Jersey for the Purchase of a Large Dump Truck for the DPW - 
$159,345 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
   OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF A  
   LARGE DUMP TRUCK 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of a 
large dump truck for use by Borough personnel in performing vital 
municipal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on September 15, 2008, pursuant to resolution and 
in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of a 
large dump truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 22, 2008, a single bid was received in 
response to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following 
bidder:  
 
  Hudson County Motors, Inc.  $159,345.00 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Hudson County Motors, Inc. (“Hudson”) is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Hudson constitutes 
the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the purchase of a 
large dump truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the purchase of a large dump truck for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Hudson County Motors, Inc., 614 New 
County Road, Secaucus, New Jersey, is the lowest responsible and 
compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for the purchase of a 
large dump truck in accordance with the applicable bid documents 
and specifications for the amount of $159,345.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Hudson for the purchase of 
large dump truck for use by Borough personnel in performing vital 
municipal services; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the purchase of a large 
dump truck; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-9 - Awarding Bid to W.E. Timmerman Co., Inc., Whitehouse, New  
Jersey for the Purchase of a Broom Street Sweeper for the DPW - 
$172,000 

 
  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF A  
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       STREET SWEEPER 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of a 
broom street sweeper with a belt conveyor for use by Borough 
personnel in performing vital municipal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on September 15, 2008, pursuant to resolution and 
in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of a 
broom street sweeper with a belt conveyor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 15, 2008, a single bid was received in 
response to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following 
bidder:  
 
 W. E. Timmerman Co., Inc.   $172,000.00 
 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by W. E. Timmerman Co., Inc. (“Timmerman”) is in compliance with 
the requirements of the bid specifications and that Timmerman 
constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 
purchase of a broom street sweeper with a belt conveyor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the purchase of a broom street sweeper with a belt 
conveyor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that W. E. Timmerman Co., Inc., 3554 



Route 22 West, Whitehouse, New Jersey, is the lowest responsible 
and compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for the purchase 
of a broom street sweeper with a belt conveyor in accordance with 
the applicable bid documents and specifications for the amount of 
$172,000.00; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with W.E. Timmerman Co., Inc. for 
the purchase of a broom street sweeper with a belt conveyor; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the purchase of a broom 
street sweeper with a belt conveyor; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-10 - Approving Developers Agreement for Church of the Madonna, 
601 Church Lane, Block 4953, Lot 1 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH     
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S  
  AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND THE  
  CHURCH OF THE MADONNA 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 
Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by the  
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Church of the Madonna (“Developer”), for property located at Block 
4953, Lot 1 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
also know as 601 Church Lane, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 
Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough 
of Fort Lee and the posting of the necessary insurance coverage 
and performance bond; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney and the certificate of insurance has been 
received by the Borough, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 
are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 
the Developer; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 
CA-11 - Awarding Contract to Phoenix Advisors, LLC, Bordentown, 
New Jersey for Specialized Financial Advisory Services in  
Connection With the Authorization and Issuances of General  
Obligation Refunding Bonds - $12,500  
 
     A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO PHOENIX ADVISORS, LLC  
     FOR SPECIALIZED FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES IN CONNECTION     
     WITH THE AUTHORIZATION AND ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION    
     REFUNDING BONDS 
 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for specialized financial 
advisory services in connection with the authorization and the 



issuance of General Obligation Refunding Bonds by the Borough of 
Fort Lee in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the "Borough"), a 
body corporate of the State of New Jersey, including compiling and 
submitting an application to the Local Finance Board of the State 
of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for such board’s 
approval of the refunding; obtaining a rating for the refunding 
bonds; structuring the various terms and conditions associated 
with the refunding bonds in order to maximize the interest 
savings; monitoring the municipal bond market; providing advice 
regarding the pricing of the refunding bonds; and general advice 
to the Borough about the various financial aspects of the 
refinancing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received a proposal for the provision of 
the aforementioned services from the firm of Phoenix Advisors, LLC 
(“Phoenix”), including a Business Registration Certificate and 
Certificate of Employee Information Report; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s review team has determined that 
Phoenix is the most qualified firm to provide the required 
financial advisory services to the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 
Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of  
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 
member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 
committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 
the member municipality when such contract was awarded, unless  
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said business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Clerk has reviewed the proposal from 
Phoenix and has determined that the contract amount will not 
exceed $12,500; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed contract may therefore be awarded 
without public bidding; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has determined 

that the funds for these services are available in the municipal 
budget or will be available for this purpose as part of the 
refunding bond issue. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
1. Phoenix Advisors, LLC, 33 Third Street, Bordentown, NJ 

08505 is hereby retained to represent the Borough of 
Fort Lee as Financial Advisor in connection with the 
authorization and the issuance of General Obligation 
Refunding Bonds by the Borough; and 

 
2. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding 

because it will not exceed $17,500.00. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Financial 

Advisor shall be made in accordance with the proposed Fee 
Agreement (attached) to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
  
 



CA-12 - Awarding Bid to Fire Ground Technologies, Pompton Plains,          
New Jersey for the Purchase of a Firefighter Personal Escape and 
Training System - $55,350 or $68,850 Depending On Whether Option 1 
or Option 2 is Selected 
 
 This item was removed from tonight’s agenda after the 
executive session meeting held earlier this evening.  
 
 
CA-13 - Awarding Bid to Route 23 Ford, Butler, New Jersey for a  
Hybrid 4x4 Vehicle for the Communications Department – $29,995 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF A  
       NEW HYBRID 4X4 VEHICLE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of a new 
hybrid 4x4 vehicle for use by Borough personnel in performing 
vital municipal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on December 12, 2008, pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 
the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of a new hybrid 4x4 
vehicle; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 23, 2008, a single bid was received in 
response to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following 
bidder:  
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  Route 23 Ford    $29,995.00 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Route 23 Ford is in compliance with the requirements of the bid 
specifications and that Route 23 Ford constitutes the lowest 
responsible and complying bidder for the purchase of a new hybrid 
4x4 vehicle; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the purchase of a new hybrid 4x4 vehicle; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Route 23 Ford, 1301 Route 23 South, 
Butler, New Jersey, is the lowest responsible and compliant bidder 
and is awarded the contract for the purchase of a new hybrid 4x4 
vehicle in accordance with the applicable bid documents and 
specifications for the amount of $29,995.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Route 23 Ford for the 
purchase of a new hybrid 4x4 vehicle;  and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the purchase of a new 
hybrid 4x4 vehicle; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-7 and CA-11. 



   
 Ms. Thomas responded to CA-7. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Goldberg and Sohmer replied to CA-11. 
       
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13, except 
for CA-1 and CA-12 which was removed from the proposed consent 
agenda before the meeting began) was approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-1 - Awarding Contract to DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole and  
Wisler, Teaneck, New Jersey to Serve as the Borough’s Bond Counsel 
for 2009  

 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 
bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 
matters for 2009; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
law firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP, bond 
counsel services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
1a. DeCotiis. Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP, 500 Frank W. 

Burr Boulevard, Suite 31, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666, is hereby 
retained as Bond Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Bond Counsel be and is hereby 
appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsel for the year 2009 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 



 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – pointed out that New York Waterways was one 
of the first responders to today’s plane crash in the Hudson 
River.  He noted that Mr. Pohan is chairman of New York Waterways 
and that he and his employees are owed a big debt of gratitude for 
what they did today in getting passengers off the plane safely. 
 
 He stated that from December 1, 2008 through January 12, 2009 
the Borough billed through its ambulance billing service program 
359 trips at an approximate cost of $195,000.  If the Borough 
collects 50% to 60% of what it bills with regard to this billing 
and other future billings, the Borough will be helped out 
immensely financially. 
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Councilman Sargenti – praised all of the Borough employees and 
emergency services for their handling of snow removal during this 
busy snow season. He urged residents to move their vehicles off 
the streets so that the Borough’s plows can safety clean the snow 
off the roadways, specifically, when there are signs posted for 
residents not to be parked on specific streets when the roads are 
snow covered. 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that heat for residents is supposed 
to be 70 degrees from 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. and 65 degrees from 
11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.  If any resident is not receiving proper 
heat they should call the Health Department at 201-592-3500 ext 
1510. 
 
 She added that the Health Department gave out 1,500 flu shots 
this flu season.  Residents can contact the Health Department if 
they have not received a shot, yet.  Medicare has reimbursed the 
Borough $30,000 for all of the flu shots given out. 
 
Councilman Cervieri – read a letter that he sent to Ms. Thomas on 
January 2nd, praising numerous employees and departments for their 
handling of a burst fire-sprinkler pipe that caused the Atrium 
Palace Condominium Association to lose electric power to its 
commons areas.  In the letter he acknowledged the timely response, 
professionalism, courtesy and concern by each and every member of 
the Borough’s emergency services responding to the event. 
 
 He noted that the Borough sold the tax sale certificates on 
the Centuria property and the Borough has received the back taxes 
plus a premium on the eastern portion of the property from the 
winning bidder. 
 
Council President Sohmer – acknowledged the great job all of the 
Borough’s employees and emergency services have been doing with 
the removal of snow on the Borough’s streets. 



 
 He stated that he along with Mr. Goldberg, Ms. Thomas, Joseph 
Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer, and Kay Nest, Bergen County 
Democratic Chairwoman, went to Bergen County to pick up a 
$1,000,000 check which funds have been given to the Borough for 
its Main Street/Hudson Terrace Road Improvement Project. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject        Response 
 
Sidney Ostrovsky      .Placement of American Flags   Mr. Sohmer 
1500 Palisade Ave.      on Main Street 
 
Cliff Gold            .Redevelopment Area 5 –        Mr. Cohen 
555 North Ave.          Requesting Reduced Scope     Mr. Sohmer 
                        on Project   
 
Nina Levinson         .Snow Removal 
1560 West St.         .Public Hearings – Voices of 
                        Public Not Being Heard 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:08 p.m.  
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 

REORGANIZATION MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, January 6, 2009 @7:00 p.m. 
 

 The Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council 
Chambers, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,    
Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
          Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
          J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
          Joseph Iannaconi, CFO 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 All members of this body have been advised both orally and in 
writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place, and proposed agenda hereof: 
 
 On December 19, 2008 a written notice of the time, place, and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, TIME WARNER CABLE and a copy was filed 
with the Borough Clerk. 
 
 On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have 



requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed 
for the year 2008. 
 
 

INVOCATION 
 

 Fr. Stephen Carey of the Madonna R. C. Church offered the 
invocation for the New Year. 
 
  

OATHS OF OFFICE 
 

Michael Sargenti was sworn in as a Councilman by Superior 
Court Judge Donald Venezia. His friend, Marc Macri held the Bible, 
as he took his Oath of Office. 
 
 Armand Pohan was sworn in as a Councilman by Mayor Sokolich. 
His daughter, Amanda held the Bible, as he took his Oath of 
Office. 
  

Harvey Sohmer was sworn in as a Councilman by Mayor Sokolich. 
His wife, Roberta, held the Bible, as he took his Oath of Office.   
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PRESENTATIONS 
 
 Kay Nest, Fort Lee Democratic Chairwoman, thanked the public 
for making another victory possible for the Democratic Party.  She 
thanked the seniors and the Borough employees who have given their 
help throughout the year at the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ 
Center. 
  
 She stated that the Mayor and Council are a committed group.  
They work hard and she believes that everyone should be proud of 
the effort they put into their work. 
 
 She wished everyone a healthy and safe New Year. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich expressed his gratitude to Chairwoman Nest for 
her efforts and undying devotion to the Democratic Party.  He 
stated it’s an incredible commitment and Kay is truly the leader 
for everyone on the governing body whom are forever in her debt. 
  
 He thanked District 38 Assemblywoman Joan Voss, Assemblywoman 
Connie Wagner and Senator Robert Gordon for their tremendous 
commitment to the Borough.  He holds a special fondness for Ms. 
Voss and asked her to come up to the podium to say a few words. 
 
 Ms. Voss stated it’s always a pleasure to be back in the 
Council Chambers.  She sat on the Council for ten years and it was 
the best years of her life.  She added that the training she 
received on the Council has served her well in Trenton. 
 
 She added that these are trying times and everyone is going 
to have to tighten their financial belts.  She’s committed to 
doing everything in her power to get as much assistance for the 
Borough of Fort Lee as she can. 
 
 She presented citations from the State Assembly to Messrs. 



Pohan, Sargenti and Sohmer. 
 
 She closed by wishing everyone a happy and healthy New Year.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that Ms. Voss is truly inspirational 
with her commitment as a public servant.  She devotes countless 
time to the community and the electorate that she serves and she’s 
a great model for others to follow. 
 
 

REORGANIZATION 
 

1-1 – Seating Arrangement and Order of Voting 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the seating arrangement and order of voting of the 
Borough Council for the year 2009 shall be as follows: 
 
 Council Members: Armand Pohan 
                      Harvey Sohmer 
      Jan Goldberg 
      Michael Sargenti 
                      Ila Kasofsky 
      Joseph Cervieri 
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 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

 See official written transcript to the Mayor’s speech which 
is part of the permanent record minutes for this meeting. 
 
 

REORGANIZATION CONTINUED 
 

R-1 – Authorizing Filing Appeal in the Matter of Interest 
Arbitration Between the Borough of Fort Lee and PBA Local 245 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the Borough Attorney is hereby authorized and 
directed, nunc pro tunc, to file all appeals necessary and 
desirable in the matter of Interest Arbitration between Borough of 
Fort Lee and PBA Local 245, Docket IA – 2007-087 dated, December 
18, 2008.   
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
1-2 – Appointment of Borough Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the firm 
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler LLP to serve as Borough 
Attorney, for the year 2009; and 



 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an attorney for the year 2009 
to serve as Borough Attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that J.S. 

Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, 
LLP legal services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, 
all relevant factors considered; and 
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WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen and the 
firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP to serve as 
Borough Attorney, for the year 2009; and    

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said attorney be and is hereby appointed 
as Borough Attorney for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for said 

Borough Attorney for the year 2009 shall be claimed, approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
       Cervieri 
 
ABSTENTION: Councilman Sohmer 

 
 
1-3 – Time and Place of Meetings for 2009 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 



 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 

Lee as follows: 
 
 1. The schedule listed below of regular meetings of this 
public body is hereby adopted for the year 2009. 
 
 2. A copy of the schedule shall be: 
  
  (a) Posted and maintained through the year on the bulletin 
board at the following location: 
 
     Memorial Municipal Building 
     309 Main Street  
     Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
   (b) Mailed at no cost to the following newspapers: 
The Record, Jersey Journal, as well as Time Warner Cable.  
 
   (c) Filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
   (d) Mailed to those who have requested same and have prepaid 
the sum of $10.00 fixed to cover the cost of providing such notice. 
 
   (e) Official action may be taken. 
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 R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N 
 January 6, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS            REGULAR MEETINGS 
1st & 3rd Thursday              2nd Thursday 
7:00 p.m.                              8:00 p.m. 
Mayor's Conference Room #201           Council Chambers 
 
January  {a)15 – 29 {c}                        January  {b} 15 – 
29 {d} 
February     5 - 19                            February     12  
March        5 - 19                            March        12  
April        2 - 16                            April         9   
May          7 - 21                            May          14  
June         4 - 18                            June         11  
July        16                                 July         23 (e) 
August   (f)13                                 August       20 (g) 
September    3 - 17                            September    10   
October      1 - 15                            October       8  
November     5                                 November     12     
December     3                                 December     17 (h)      
                                           
There will be no meetings on the following Thursdays: 
 
January 8th, 22nd - February 26th - March 26th - April 23rd, 30th 
- May 28th - June 25th - July 2nd, 9th, 30th - August 6th, 27th - 
September 24th - October 22nd, 29th - November 19th, 26th - 
December 10th, 24th, 31st 
 

NOTES 
 
a. January 15th Executive Session will be held on the third  
    Thursday of the Month  
 



b. January 15th Regular Meeting will be held on the third Thursday  
    of the Month 
 
c. January 29th Executive Session will be held on the fifth  
    Thursday of the Month and begin at 6:30 p.m. 
 
d. January 29th Regular Meeting will be held on the fifth  
    Thursday of the Month  
 
e. July 23rd Regular Meeting will be held on the fourth Thursday 

of the month.  
 
f. August 13th Executive Session will be held on the second 

Thursday of the month.   
 
g. August 20th Regular Meeting will be held on the third Thursday 
    of the month.  
 
h. December 17th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  
    Thursday of the month 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
1-4 – Selection of Council President 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that Council Member Harvey Sohmer be and is hereby appointed 
to the position of Council President for the year 2009. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
1-5 – Liaison Assignments 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following be and the same are hereby designated as 
liaisons of the following committees of the Borough of Fort Lee 
for the year 2009: 
 
Ambulance............................................Jan Goldberg 
Americans With Disabilities.........................Harvey Sohmer  
Beautification.......................................Ila Kasofsky 
Board of Education...............................Michael Sargenti 
Buildings and Construction........................Joseph Cervieri 
Buildings and Grounds.............................Joseph Cervieri 
Communications.......................................Jan Goldberg  
Emergency Management.................................Armand Pohan 
Film Commission......................................Armand Pohan 
Finance..............................................Armand Pohan 
Fire.............................Michael Sargenti & Harvey Sohmer 
Health...............................................Ila Kasofsky 
Historic............................................Harvey Sohmer 
Housing Authority.................................Joseph Cervieri 
Library............................Joseph Cervieri & Ila Kasofsky 
Local Assistance.....................................Ila Kasoksky 
Municipal Court......................................Jan Goldberg 



Parking Authority...................................Harvey Sohmer 
Parks/Recreation..................Jan Goldberg & Michael Sargenti 
Planning Board.......................................Armand Pohan  
Police............................Armand Pohan & Michael Sargenti 
Public Works........................................Harvey Sohmer  

(Sewers-Sanitation-Roads-Engineering-General Services) 
Rent Leveling....................................Michael Sargenti 
Senior Citizens...................................Joseph Cervieri 
Street Lights........................................Ila Kasofsky 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
2-1 – Introduction of Temporary Budget 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-19 provides that where contracts, 
commitments, or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of 
the 2009 Municipal Budget, temporary appropriations should be made 
for the purposes and amounts required in the manner and time 
therein provided; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the date of this Resolution is written the first 
thirty (30) days of January 2009; and 
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WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations are limited to 26.25% 
of the total appropriations in the 2008 Municipal Budget, 
exclusive of any appropriations made for Debt Service, Capital 
Improvement Fund and Public Assistance in said 2008 Municipal 
Budget, 

 
WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations total $14,525,081, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the following temporary 
appropriations be made and that a certified copy of this 
resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for the 
Borough records: 
 
 
General Government   Salaries & Wages Other Expenses 
Mayor & Council      $17,500.00      $2,000.00 
Borough Clerk       $35,250.00      $5,500.00 
Administration       $40,000.00      $8,000.00 
Purchasing       $21,500.00      $2,000.00 
Personnel & Data Processing    $30,000.00      $5,000.00 
Collection of Taxes      $45,000.00      $5,000.00 
Legal Services & Costs      $0.00     $55,000.00 
Municipal Court       $0.00     $12,000.00 
Engineering Services & Costs    $25,000.00      $5,000.00 
Public Buildings & Grounds    $75,000.00     $18,000.00 
Planning Board        $0.00      $1,000.00 
Board of Adjustment       $0.00      $1,000.00 
Senior Citizens Special Services    $0.00      $5,000.00 
Rent Leveling Board      $12,000.00        $500.00 
Insurance: Other          $0.00    $700,000.00 
Insurance: Group       $0.00    $690,325.00 
Elections         $0.00      $1,500.00 
Financial Administration        $0.00     $10,000.00 
Assessment of Taxes      $45,000.00      $5,000.00 



Municipal Court           $99,000.00     $14,000.00 
Economic Development     $25,000.00     $50,000.00 
 
 
Public Safety    Salaries & Wages Other Expenses 
Fire Prevention      $75,000.00     $ 5,000.00 
Fire Protection      $30,000.00     $40,000.00 
Aid to Volunteer Fire Company         $0.00          $0.00 
Department of Communications   $100,000.00     $ 5,000.00 
Police         $7,760,075.00    $100,000.00 
Ambulance Corps       $4,000.00     $11,000.00 
E M T        $16,000.00        $500.00 
Construction Code Official    $60,000.00      $4,000.00 
Emergency Management     $10,000.00      $2,000.00 
Communications-Repairs     $25,000.00      $8,000.00 
 
 
Public Works 
Streets & Roads     $250,000.00     $15,000.00 
Street Lighting       $0.00     $50,000.00 
Garbage & Trash Removal      $0.00  $1,033,944.00 
Sewers        $45,000.00      $4,000.00 
Bergen County Utility O/C     $0.00    $700,000.00 
Auto Repair            $0.00     $30,000.00 
Prior Year Bills       $0.00      $0.00 
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Health, Welfare & Recreation 
Board of Health      $85,000.00     $10,000.00 
Recreation       $75,000.00     $10,000.00 
Administration of Human Services $15,000.00      $1,000.00 
General Services      $65,000.00      $3,500.00 
Parks        $95,000.00      $4,000.00 
Maintenance of Free Public Lib.    $0.00    $550,000.00 
Celebration of Public Events     $0.00     $10,000.00 
Senior Citizens      $10,000.00      $5,000.00 
Elevator Inspections     $10,000.00          $0.00 
Senior Citizens Special Services    $0.00     $50,000.00 
Fort Lee Community Center    $10,000.00     $10,000.00 
 
Utilities 
Gasoline         $0.00     $40,000.00 
Fuel Oil         $0.00      $5,000.00 
Electricity        $0.00     $85,000.00 
Water         $0.00     $10,000.00 
Telephone         $0.00     $50,000.00 
Fire Hydrant        $0.00     $40,000.00 
 
Contributions to: 
Public Employees Retirement System    $0.00     $40,000.00 
F I C A         $0.00    $250,000.00 
Consolidated Police & Fireman’s 
 Pension         $0.00     $20,457.00 
Police & Fireman’s Retirement System  $0.00    $517,530.00 
 
TOTALS:     $9,210,325.00  $5,314,756.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL:           $14,525,081.00 
 
Debt Service 
Payment of Bond Principal     $5,000,000.00 



Payment of Bond Interest          $1,875,000.00 
Payment of Interest on Notes       $558,921.00 
Green Trust Principal & Interest       $31,100.00 
Bergen county Improvement Authority Payment     $71,671.00 
New Jersey Economic Development Authority     $10,000.00 
 
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE:       $7,546,692.00 
 
Capital Improvements 
Capital Improvement Fund        $50,000.00 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 Mayor Sokolich requested a short recess at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, with no objections, the meeting was adjourned for a ten 
minute recess. 
 
 
3-1 – Borough Auditor 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Steve Wielkotz, of the firm of 
Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as Borough Auditor.  
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Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a registered municipal accountant for 2009; 
and   
 

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said registered municipal accountant; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steve 

Wielkotz, of the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva 
registered municipal accounting services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steve Wielkotz and the 

firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as the 
borough’s registered municipal accountant, for the year 2009; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said registered municipal accountant be 
and is hereby appointed for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Auditor for the year 2009 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-2 – Borough Engineer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering to serve 
as Borough Engineer. 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an engineer for the year 2009 
to serve as Borough Engineer; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said Borough Engineer; and 
  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

Stephen Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave’s engineering 
services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Stephen Boswell and the 

firm of Boswell McClave Engineering to serve as Borough Engineer, 
for the year 2009; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said engineer be and is hereby appointed 
as Borough Engineer for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair and 



open” process; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Engineer for the year 2009 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-3 – Borough Prosecutors 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Arthur Balsamo and Chris Hummel to 
serve as Borough Prosecutors. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Borough Prosecutor for the year 2009 to 
provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of 
the Municipal Court of said Borough; and 
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  WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 
appropriations to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11 et 
seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of 
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids 
must be publicly advertised, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Arthur Balsamo and Chris Hummel and, 
be and are hereby appointed as Borough Prosecutors for the year 
2009; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 

public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts 
Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically 
exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for the Borough 

Prosecutors shall be $25,000 paid through the Borough payroll for 
2009 with no other compensation; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of this resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper 
within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-4 – Public Defender 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Matthew Skelley to serve as Public 



Defender. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Public Defender for the year 
2009 to provide general legal representation for the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget to 
compensate said Public Defender; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from any requirement of public advertising for bids 
provided a notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of 
general circulation within the municipality,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 
1. Matthew Skelley be and is hereby appointed as Public 

Defender for the year 2009 without public advertisement for bids. 
 
2. Compensation for said Public Defender shall be $25,000 

through the Borough payroll for 2009 with no other compensation. 
 
3. The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this 

resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) 
days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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3-5A – Bond Counsel 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of McManimon & 
Scotland, LLC to serve as Bond Counsel. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 
bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 
matters for 2009; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
law firms of McManimon & Scotland, LLC bond counsel services will 
be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 
considered, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 



 
1a. McManimon & Scotland, LLC, One Riverview Plaza, Fourth 

Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07102-5408, is hereby retained as Bond 
Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and is hereby 
appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 
Counsels for the year 2009 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-5B – Bond Counsel 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of Gibbons, P.C. to 
serve as Bond Counsel. 
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 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 
bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 
matters for 2009; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
law firm of Gibbons P.C. bond counsel services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
1a. Gibbons, P.C., One Gateway Center, Newark, New Jersey 

07102-5310, is hereby retained as Bond Counsel to represent the 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 



Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and is hereby 
appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsels for the year 2009 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-6 – Special Tax Counsel 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Steven Muhlstock to serve as Special 

Tax Counsel. 
 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 

 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Special Tax Counsel for the 
year 2009 to serve as Special Tax Counsel; and  
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WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said Borough Engineer; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steven 
Muhlstock of the firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP 
special tax counsel services will be the most advantageous to the 
Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steven Muhlstock of the 
firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP to serve as 
Special Tax Counsel, for the year 2009; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Special Tax Counsel is hereby 
appointed for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Tax 
Counsel for the year 2009 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-7 – Labor Negotiations Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the law firm of 
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler LLP to serve as Labor 
Negotiations Attorney. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a labor negotiator for the 
year 2009 to serve as Labor Negotiator; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP, Teaneck and 
Trenton, New Jersey legal services will be the most advantageous 
to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen and the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP to serve as 
Labor Negotiator, for the year 2009; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Labor Negotiator be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for said 

Borough Attorney for the year 2009 shall be claimed, approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 



qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-8A - Municipal Court Judge 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Matthew Fierro to serve as a second 
Municipal Court Judge for the Borough. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has appointed second 
municipal judge on a yearly basis by the assignment judge of the 
Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Matthew Fierro, is hereby appointed 
as a Municipal Court Judge for a term of three (3) years effective 
immediately with a termination date of December 31, 2011; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall become 
effective upon approval by the Bergen County Assignment Judge in 
accord with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2B:12-5; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the salary for said appointment 
for the year 2009 shall be $66,671. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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3-8B – Municipal Court Judge 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Robert Tessaro to serve as a third 
Municipal Court Judge for the Borough. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Borough’s presiding 
Judge, John R. DeSheplo, that the Borough hire a third municipal 
judge for a one-year period to adjudge pending and anticipated 
complex cases regarding DWI and criminal matters, as well as the 
expected increase in traffic and criminal cases due to enhanced 
enforcement initiatives by the Port Authority, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee the Robert R. Tessaro, is hereby appointed 
as a Municipal Court Judge for a term of one (1) year effective 
immediately with a termination date of December 31, 2009; 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall become 
effective upon approval by the Bergen County Assignment Judge in 
accord with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2B:12-5; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the salary for said appointment 
for the year 2009 shall be $25,000. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-9 – Municipal Court/Police Department/Economic Development 



Accountant 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Michael Condosta to serve as an 
Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police Department, and Office 
of Economic Development. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 
books for the Municipal Court, Police Department, and Office of 
Economic Development for the year 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said accountant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 
Michael Condosta, CPA, accounting services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
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WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Michael Condosta to 
serve as the Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police 
Department, and Office of Economic Development for the year 2009; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Accountant be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation shall be at $100.00 

per hour for said accounting services for the year 2009 for the 
Municipal Court not to exceed $6,840 annually, for the Police 
Department not to exceed $8,550 annually, and for the Office of 
Economic Development not to exceed $10,260 annually, approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-10 – Rent Leveling Board Attorney 
 



 Mayor Sokolich nominated Carolyn Kristal to serve as Rent 
Leveling Attorney. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Rent Leveling Attorney for the year 2009 
to provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of 
the Rent Leveling Board of said Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 
appropriations to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11 et 
seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of 
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids 
must be publicly advertised, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Carolyn Kristal be and is hereby 
appointed as Rent Leveling Board Attorney for the year 2009; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 
public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts 
Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically 
exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for the Rent 
Leveling Board Attorney shall be $17,547 through the Borough 
payroll for 2009 with no other compensation and that a salary 
ordinance shall be adopted to reflect said compensation; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that notice of the award of this 
contract shall be published in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days as provided by the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-11 – Treasurer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Joseph Iannaconi to serve as 
Treasurer. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that Joseph Iannaconi be and is hereby appointed as 
Treasurer for the year 2009. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-12 – Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated William Katchen to serve as Building 
Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 



engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 
books for the Building Department and Fire Department for the year 
2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said accountant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

William Katchen, accounting services will be the most advantageous 
to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated William Katchen to 
serve as the Accountant for the Building Department and Fire 
Prevention Bureau for the year 2009; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the  

Borough of Fort Lee that said Accountant be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair and open” process;  
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and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation shall be at $100.00 

per hour for said accounting services for the year 2009 shall be 
at a fee not to exceed $12,825 annually at a rate of $100.00 per 
hour, approved and paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 
and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-13 – Insurance Risk Manager 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
  
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Risk Management Consultant 
for the year 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said risk management consultant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 



circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
             

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
              

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that David 
J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc., risk management will be the 
most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated David J. Vozza of the 

Vozza Agency, Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Risk Management 
Consultant for the year 2009; and    

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Risk Management Consultant Services 
be and is hereby appointed for the year 2009 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the bylaws for the Municipal 

Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund and the South Bergen 
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund indicate a minimum fee equal to  
six percent (6%) of the municipal assessment which expenditure 
represents reasonable compensation for the services required and 
is included in the assessment for these funds; and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for said risk 

management consulting services for the year 2009 shall be paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-1A – Designation of Depositories 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 
designate a depository or depositories for its monies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee recommended that the following banks be named as depositories: 
 
     Pan Asia Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 Bank of America, Fort Lee, NJ 
 TD Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, NJ 
 State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund 
 Capital One Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
     PNC Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 



     Royal Asian Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
     Wilshire State Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named banks are hereby 
designated as depositories for the Current, Trust, Capital, and 
Welfare sections of the accounts of the Borough of Fort Lee for 
2009. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 
  
 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 
may designate. 
 

2. All disbursements from said account shall be made by 
checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-1B – Designation of Depository 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter. 
 
 Council President Sohmer chaired this portion of the meeting. 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 
designate a depository for its monies; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee recommended that the following bank be named as a depository: 
 
     Mariners Bank, Edgewater, NJ. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named bank is hereby designated 
as a depository for the Borough of Fort Lee for 2009. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 
  
 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 
may designate. 
 

2. All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by 
checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
 
4-2 – Designation of Tax Receiving Agency 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-122.3 became effective February 8, 1980, 



allowing municipalities to designate a bank or trust company to 
receive current tax payments, current water and sewer rents, as  
well as other public monies under the supervision of the tax 
collector. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee has recommended that JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, New Jersey be 
designated as the “Official Tax Receiving Agency” of the 
municipality; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services must give his approval for the authorization of awarding 
of this contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, New Jersey be 
named the Official Tax Receiving Agency of the Borough of Fort Lee 
for 2009; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney is hereby 
directed to prepare said contract, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk 
are authorized to execute the contract for the “Official Tax 
Receiving Agency”.  
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-3 – Designation of Newspapers 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that pursuant to NJSA 40:53-1, the following newspapers are  
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hereby designated as official advertisements and notices required 
by law to be published by the Borough of Fort Lee: 
 

The Record 
Jersey Journal 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 
 

5-1 – Planning Board – Class III 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Ordinance 261-1 of the codified 
ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee, provides that the Borough 
Council shall designate and appoint a member of the Borough 
Planning Board, pursuant to such ordinance and to New Jersey 
Statutes in such cases made and provided; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment deem it to 
be in the best interest of the Borough that such appointment be 
made, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Armand Pohan 
be and is hereby designated and appointed by the Borough Council 
and as the Borough Council Member of the Borough Planning Board 
pursuant to Borough Ord. 261-1 et seq. of the codified ordinances  



of the Borough of Fort Lee and pursuant to New Jersey Statues in 
such cases made and provided, the term of such appointment to be 
for the period of one year in accordance with the foregoing 
ordinance and statutes. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
5-2 – Multiple Dwelling Commission 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 321-3 requires the appointment of 
a Council Appointee to act as chairman of the Fort Lee Multiple 
Dwelling Emergency Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the Borough to 
make such appointment, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Joseph 
Cervieri be and  is hereby appointed to the Fort Lee Multiple 
Dwelling Emergency Commission to act as Chairman thereof pursuant 
to Borough Ordinance, and in particular Ord. 321-3 of such 
appointment to be in accordance with such Ordinance for a period 
of one year. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
5-3 – Parking Authority 
 
Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti seconded, 
the following Resolution:  
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 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 79-2 of the codified ordinances of 
the Borough of Fort Lee provides that the Borough Council shall 
designate and appoint a member of the Borough Parking Authority, 
pursuant to such ordinance and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in 
such cases made and provided and in particular, RS 40:11A-4 et 
seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment, deem it 
to be made in the best interest of the Borough that such 
appointment be made, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that James Viola, Sr. be and 
hereby is designated and appointed by the Borough Council as a 
member of the Parking Authority pursuant to Borough Ordinance 79-1 
et seq. of the codified ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee and 
pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and provided, 
the term of such appointment to be for a period of five (5) years 
in accordance with the foregoing ordinance and statutes. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

MAYOR’S NOMINATIONS TO BOARDS 
 

6-1 – Board of Adjustment 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Nat Infurna to serve as a member on 
the Board of Adjustment for a four (4) year term expiring December 
31, 2012. 
 



On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Daniel Murphy to serve as alternate 
member #1 on the Board of Adjustment for a two (2) year term 
expiring December 31, 2010. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-2 – Beautification Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Anthony Clores, Marcia Cooper, Clara 
Krever, Richard Radoian and Byong J. Suh to serve as members of 
the Beautification Committee for three (3) year terms expiring 
December 31, 2011. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Karen Sandberg and Susan Siegel, to 
serve as members of the Beautification Committee for unexpired 
terms through December 31, 2010. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
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6-3 – Advisory Committee for the Disabled 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Patricia Ciccone, Eileen Goff, Roy 
Lippin, Sandra Pinkerton and Roberta Wailes to serve as members of 
the Advisory Committee for the Disabled for three (3) year terms 
expiring December 31, 2011. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-4 – Board of Ethics 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Charles Blue, Gregory Cervieri and 
Maryanne Viola to serve as members of the Board of Ethics for five 
(5) year terms expiring December 31, 2013. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
the nominations were confirmed on the following roll call: 

 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
       Kasofsky 
 
ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Marvin Rothenberg to serve as a 

member of the Board of Ethics for an unexpired term through 
December 31, 2010. 
 



On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-5 – Fort Lee Film Commission 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Armand Pohan to serve as Council 
Liaison to the Fort Lee Film Commission for the year 2009. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Marc Perez and Donna Brennan to 

serve as members of the Fort Lee Film Commission for two (2) year 
terms expiring December 31, 2010. 

 
On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-6 – Board of Health 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Dr. Paul Freidman and Dr. Harris 
Levine to serve as members of the Board of Health for three (3) 
year terms expiring December 31, 2011. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
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6-7 - Historic Site, Structure, Cultural and Landmark Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilman Harvey Sohmer to serve as 
a member of the Historic Site, Structure, Cultural, & Landmark 
Committee for a one (1) year term expiring December 31, 2009. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Donna Brennan, Kay Nest and Bert 

Leif to serve as members of the Historic Site, Structure, 
Cultural, & Landmark Committee for three (3) year terms expiring 
December 31, 2011. 

 
On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Hayle Cho to serve as a member of 
the Historic, Site, Structure, Cultural & Landmark Committee for 
an unexpired term through December 31, 2009. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-8 – Library Board of Trustees 
 



Mayor Sokolich nominated Kathy Lee to serve as a member 
of the Library Board of Trustees for a five (5) year term expiring 
December 31, 2013.  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-9 – Local Assistance Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Allison Moore to serve as a member 
of the Local Assistance Board for a four (4) year term expiring 
December 31, 2012. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Beverly Rosas to serve as a member 
of the Local Assistance Board for a one (1) year term expiring 
December 31, 2009. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-10 – Rent Leveling Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Charles Sobel and Edith Tunick to 
serve as members of the Rent Leveling Board for three (3) year 
terms expiring December 31, 2011. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-11 – Senior Citizens’ Council 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Kay Nest to serve as Director of the 
Senior Citizens’ Council for a one (1) year term expiring December 
31, 2009. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Betty Tendler and James Viola, Sr. 
to serve as members of the Senior Citizens’ Council for two (2) 
year terms expiring December 31, 2010. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 
 

7-1 – Planning Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed the following to the Fort Lee 
Planning Board: 
 



 Ranee Weinstein – Class I – Through December 31, 2011 
 
 Byong J. Suh - Class II – One (1) Year Term Through 2009 
  
 Herbert Greenberg - Class IV – Four (4) Year Term Through  
                          2012 
 
 Donald Porrino - Class IV – Four (4) Year Term Through 2012 
 
 Jimmy Kim - Class IV Alternate #1 – Two (2) Year Term 

             Through 2010 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
8-1 – Police Physicians 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Physicians 
for the year 2009. 
 
 Dr. Louis Angioletti  Dr. Richard Finizio 
 Dr. Raymond Darakjian  Dr. Gregory Pappas 
 Dr. Richard Salb   Dr. Richard Weiner 
 Dr. Ahmed Fahmy   Dr. Kenneth Kutner 
 Dr. Robert Monahan   Dr. Barry Herstik 
 Dr. Mark Hagopian   Dr. Clemens Loew 
 Dr. Neil Kolsky   Dr. Kevin Basralian 
 Dr. George Azzariti   Dr. Gene Rosenberg 
 Dr. Michael Vincent   Dr. Patricia A. Farrell 
 Dr. Jerome Goldfischer  Dr. Joseph A. Holzapfel 
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 Dr. Jeffrey Rappaport  Dr. Alfred D. Kulik 
 Dr. Alan Barry Port   Dr. Michael Friedman 
 Dr. Samuel Suede   Dr. Anna J. Lavotshkin 
 Dr. Gino S. Ramundo           Dr. Kyu S. Wang 
 Dr. Parmod K. Sharma 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
8-2 – School Crossing Guards 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body that the following be 
appointed as School Crossing Guards in the Borough of Fort Lee 
without authority to carry a firearm: 
 
Andies, Deborah  Barrerio, Lidia     Bauer, Arnold 
Bianchetto, Dennis  Boccia, Daniel         Bove, Patrick 
Cabrera, Yolanda     Campolongo, Ronald     Cennerazzo, Rudolph  
Cercio, Mary         Chin, Mee Kam          D’Amrosio, Lucia 
Davidson, Fred       Defabees, Deborah      DePanicis, Armand 
Di Perna, Vito       Favia, Joseph          Garay, Jasmine 
Huang, Jenifer       Khemlani, Deepa        Karabatsos, Dionysios 
Ko, Ellie            Kokkinos, Peter        Liou, Bao 
Mangone, Joseph      Mancino, Michelle      Martin, Gerard 
McNerney, Charles  Medaglia, Donna        Muhammed, Sadiq 
Nam, Yoongson        Joann Occhipinti       Ok, Bong Hi 
Ok, Young S.         Oliver, Hyman          Puhky, Izrail 



Pulice, Fiore        Ruby, George           Russo, Daniel 
Scrivanich, Yolanda  Silvia Barbara         Stephens, Mario 
Strezou, Leo         Trantafillou, Athena   Viola, Maryanne 
Viola, Maryanne      Wiggin, Thomas         Ying, Tung Lien  
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
8-3 – Police Guards (Matrons) 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Guards 
(Matrons) in the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2009: 
 
 Kathy Patrick    Elizabeth Connell 
 Janice Pagano    Charlene Ortiz 
 Catherine Blue               Jaime Tripodi 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-1 – Establishing Rate of Interest for Tax Delinquencies 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 direct that the 
governing body of each municipality may fix the rate of interest 
to be charged for the non-payment of taxes or assessments on or 
before the date when they would become delinquencies, and may 
further provide that no interest shall be charged if on payment of  
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any installment is made within the tenth calendar day following 
the date upon which the same became payable; and  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-67 further provides that the rate of 
interest so fixed shall not exceed eight percent (8%) on the first 
one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of the delinquency and 
eighteen percent (18%) per annum on any amount in excess of one 
thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee do hereby fix, in accordance with the 
provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 the rate of interest to be charged for  
the non-payment of taxes or assessments at eight percent (8%) per 
annum on the first one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of 
the delinquency, provided, however, that no interest shall be 
charged if payment of any installation is made within the tenth 
calendar day following the date upon which the same became 
payable. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-2 – Re-establishing Petty Cash Fund 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee do hereby authorize and establish a petty cash fund for 
the Borough Treasurer and other various departments; and 



 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council authorize the Borough 
Treasurer to draw a check from the current account in the amount 
of $500.00 payable to Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., petty cash, and 
various authorized amounts for the other various departments, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with NJSA 
40A:5-21 said petty cash funds be established. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-3 – Cash Management Plan 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-14 requires the Borough of Fort Lee 
to adopt a Cash Management Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee adopts its Cash Management 
Plan annually; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Cash Management Plan shall be designated to 
assure the extent practicable the investment of local funds in 
interest bearing accounts and may be modified from time to time in 
order to reflect changes in Federal or State law or regulations; 
and 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
Cash Management Plan be continued for 2009. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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9-4 – On-Line Tax Payment Service 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
      PROFESSIONAL BANKING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed bank to provide 
on-line property tax payment services for the benefit of the 
Borough and its citizens; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the  
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of JP 
Morgan Chase Bank, N.A. (“Morgan Chase”) 695 Route 46 West, 
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004 to perform such professional banking 



services in accordance with its proposal, dated October 3, 2008, 
attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Morgan Chase possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional banking 
services related to the provision of on-line property tax payment 
services on behalf of the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional banking services to Morgan 
Chase in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the procurement of professional banking services to 
be performed by Morgan Chase and the award of a contract for such 
services was undertaken pursuant to a “fair and open” process in 
accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, 
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional banking services related to the provision of on-line 
property tax payment services on behalf of the Borough is in the 
best interests of the Borough and its citizens, and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New  
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Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Morgan Chase shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform professional banking services related to the provision of 
on-line property tax payment services on behalf of the Borough in 
accordance with its proposal, dated October 3, 2008, attached 
hereto and incorporated herein as though set forth at length. 
 
 2. That Morgan Chase is specifically placed on notice that 
it will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action 
regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 4.   That the Mayor is authorized to execute an agreement 
with Morgan Chase for professional banking services related to the 
provision of on-line property tax payment services on behalf  
of the Borough in accordance with Morgan Chase’s proposal dated 
October 3, 2008. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-5 – Borough Clerk (PACO Officer) 
 



 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is required to designate a 
Public Agency Compliance Officer to insure that proper forms are 
distributed and completed before contracts are awarded by the  
Borough and documents and manuals are made available to 
prospective contractors, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is 
hereby appointed to serve as the Public Agency Compliance Officer 
(PACO) for the year 2009 in the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – thanked Kay Nest, the Democratic Municipal 
Committee, and all those workers of the Democratic Party who 
worked hard for his reelection and the reelection of his fellow 
councilmen. 
 
     He thanked his running mates, Michael Sargenti and Harvey 
Sohmer for their efforts during the campaign.  He added that not 
every part of running for office is pleasurable, but it was a 
pleasure to be outside and campaigning with his running mates. 
 
     He also thanked the Mayor and Council for their hard work and 
support during the campaign.  He stated that the Mayor is an 
articulate spokesman for the governing body and expresses what the 
governing body is trying to accomplish for the Borough. 
 
 He had goals and objectives when he first was voted onto the 
Council six years ago.  Some of the goals have been achieved and 
others haven’t.   
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He stated that his priorities for the next three years are as 
follows: 
 
     A. Provide more senior affordable housing in town as well as 
more housing for people with lower/middle incomes. 
 
 B. Getting the RFP out on Centuria and naming a new developer 
and then developing the municipal parking lot. 
 
     C. The revitalizing of Main Street by adding incentives to 
property owners to build within the Borough’s Zoning Ordinance.  
To create density of development on Main Street by increasing the 
height of the structures on Main Street. 
 
 D. To complete the installation of the Borough’s 
communications system and to have an operating GPS system for all 
of the Borough’s emergency services vehicles so that the Borough  
can have good central command and control over all of its 
equipment on the road. 
 
 E.  The need to continue to enrich the cultural life of Fort 
Lee.  The Borough has done a lot with the community center and 
hopefully with the center of the town being revitalized, this 
would create the opportunity to have a movie theater in the center 
of town.   
 
     He closed by saying that these are not only his initiatives, 
but he believes that the Mayor and Council’s support these ideas 
also.  He looks forward to working with the Mayor and Council to 



get these items moving forward in 2009. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – offered his congratulations to his running 
mates Messrs. Pohan and Sargenti.  He concurred that campaigning 
was great fun.   
 

He stated that he’s proud that the country has a new 
president.  
 
     He thanked the voters of Fort Lee for having the confidence 
in electing him.  He thanked the workers of the Democratic Party 
who worked tirelessly on the campaign, and most of all Kay Nest, 
for without her, he wouldn’t be on the Council today. 
 
     He thanked the Council for electing him Council President.  
It’s a great honor.  It has been his lifelong ambition to be up on 
the Council and he’s looking forward to doing good thing for the 
Borough. 
 

He stated that the Borough did a lot of good things this past 
year as the Borough tried to hold down taxes, but the  downturn in 
the United States economy hindered everyone. 
 
     The Mayor in 2008 initiated a hiring freeze and imposed pay 
cuts for its professionals including the Mayor and Council.  The 
Mayor has requested and the governing body has agreed to do the 
same in 2009. 
 
     He added that at the beginning of last year the Borough’s 
bond indebtedness was in excess of $76,000,000.00.  The Borough in 
2009 reduced that debt by almost $14,000,000.00, which is an 
unbelievable amount to reduce in one year.  This is going to 
reduce the Borough’s interest payments in its 2009 budget.   
 
     The Borough also introduced several income producing 
initiatives including an ambulance service co-payment; however,  
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Fort Lee residents will not have to pay a penny out of their own 
pockets.  This service will generate a large sum of revenue into 
the Borough which is a good thing during these tough economic 
times. 
 
     In closing, he reiterated his thanks to Kay Nest, the heart 
of the Democratic Party in Fort Lee, for her devotion to good 
government for almost as long as he has been a resident in town, 
which is going on 55 years.  He thanked his family, especially  
his wife, Roberta, for her support.  He wished everyone a healthy 
and happy New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – offered his congratulations to Messrs. 
Sohmer, Pohan and Sargenti on their reelection.  He looks forward 
to working with them again. 
 
     He concurred with Mr. Pohan on some of things that need to be 
accomplished, but he thinks that New Jersey’s police arbitration 
system has to change.  The arbitrator made assumptions and did not 
take the economy of New Jersey into account or the pension reform 
that the Governor wants into consideration.  The arbitrator 
concluded that the Borough should just pay more money out.  If 
there is going to be true property tax relief in this State, then 
the State has to do something about these arbitration awards.  It 
is out of control.  This is not an issue that is going to be 
resolved by firing a couple of clerks or secretaries.  This will 
end up costing the Borough highly paid competent employees.  He 



believes that the Mayor and Council and Borough Attorney concur 
with what he stated. 
 
      
Councilman Sargenti – stated that by the time the Council reports 
get to his side of the room a lot of what he was going to say has 
been said.  He concurred with Mr. Pohan that he had a great time 
out on the campaign.  A lot of ideas are heard from the residents 
of Fort Lee, some good, some not so good, but its all part of the 
process. 
 
     He believes that over his last six years that a lot of 
positive things have been accomplished. He and Mr. Pohan have been 
team players over the last six years, and he looks forward to 
accomplishing more and to continue to do an excellent job on 
behalf of the Borough’s residents. 
 
     He thanked Kay Nest for always being there for everyone. 
 
     He closed by thanking his wife and children.  When he first 
ran for office, there were two people that said to him if you 
accomplish one thing and you can achieve that goal, then you have 
done well.  He honestly feels that with the people in this room 
that has been accomplished six times over.  He’s looking forward 
to continue to accomplishing great things in 2009.  
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – offered her congratulations to Messrs. 
Sohmer, Pohan and Sargenti.  She looks forward to working with 
them in 2009. 
 
     She stated that there is a lot of work to do, and as the 
Mayor read in his speech, the Borough has already accomplished a 
lot.  Mayor Sokolich said he did not have a prepared speech 
because he lives what he’s talking about.  She concurred that the 
entire governing body lives by what they see and hear from the 
residents and she will continue to work hard on behalf of them.  
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She added that sitting on the Council is probably the 
greatest accomplishment she has had in her professional life.  
She’s looking forward to the future and working with all of the  
citizens of the Borough to continue to make Fort Lee a great 
place to live. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – offered his congratulations to his 
colleagues who were reelected.  They do a fabulous job and it is  
nice to see that the people of Fort Lee recognize that by bringing 
them back onto the governing body. 
 
     He thanked Ms. Thomas and Mr. Grant for the great jobs that 
they do. He praised Ed Mignone, Borough Engineer, for saving the 
Borough a lot of money.  He said the hiring of Mr. Mignone by the 
the Mayor and Council not that long ago was a great thing. 
 
     He praised all the department heads.  They are all very 
dedicated people and help make Fort Lee a great place to live, 
work and to raise a family.  He’s proud to be a representative of 
the people as a member of the government. 
 
     He thanked the volunteers who serve on the various boards and 
committees who volunteer their time for no compensation except to 
make the community, a better place to live.  
 
     He thanked the senior citizens who are a vibrant part of this 



town who come out and let their voices be heard and who come out 
and show their pride in the community.  They are a vital part of 
this community and are not to be overlooked. This government 
regards the senior citizens as its prize possession and a very 
valuable resource. 
 
     He thanked the municipal judges and attorneys.  The municipal 
court is well run.  He congratulated Matt Fierro on being 
appointed as a municipal judge tonight.  He served as a prosecutor 
in Fort Lee for many years and has demonstrated his skills.  He 
looks forward to seeing him on the bench.   
 
     He welcomed the two new borough prosecutors.  He believes 
that they will do a great job in making sure Fort Lee continues to 
be a safe place to live and where justice is given out on a fair 
and equal basis under the tutelage of Presiding Judge John 
DeSheplo who has been a municipal judge for a long time.  He 
praised Judge DeShelpo for being a fabulous judge.  
 
     He praised Mayor Sokolich who has done a phenomenal job this 
past year.  He offered him a round of applause for the fabulous 
job he did in his first year stepping into the shoes of Jack Alter 
who was a great Mayor; who followed another great Mayor, Richard 
Nest.  They made this community the strong vital community it is 
today. 
 
     The country may be facing difficult economic times, but he 
believes the Borough will be out of this recession faster than 
other parts of the country. Bergen County is one of the wealthiest 
counties in the United States and Fort Lee is one of the leaders 
in Bergen County. 
 
     The Borough plans to be leaders; not followers.  The Borough 
is planning to take the necessary steps that are going to minimize 
a tax increase.  He also looks forward to having smart development 
in Fort Lee.   
 

He closed by stating that the Mayor and Council are a 
dedicated group of people who serve at the people’s pleasure.   
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     He wished everyone all the best in the upcoming year.   
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
 
 There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, 
and carried at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
       _______________________ 
       Neil Grant 
       Municipal Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECESSED MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, December 18, 2008/ 
January 6, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 
     The recessed meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ. 
 
       PRESENT:  Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                  Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
       ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                     Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                     J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
                     Joseph Iannaconi, CFO 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING STATEMENT 
 
      All members of this body have been advised both orally and 
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof; 
 
      1. On December 19, 2008 a written notice of the time, place 
and proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 



Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
      1A. On the same date a copy of said written notice was 
mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed 
with the Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who 
have requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 
2008. 
 

On December 29, 2008 a written notice of the change in time 
for the meeting was posted and mailed to those in listed in 1 and 
1A listed above. 
 
      Let the minutes reflect that this is a continuation of the 
regularly scheduled Mayor and Council meeting of December 18, 
2008.  
 
      Let the minutes also reflect that the 2009 Fort Lee Mayor 
and Council Reorganization Meeting will commence after the 
recessed meeting is completed. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Mayor Sokolich deferred his report to the Reorganization 
Meeting.       
 
 
                       APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the November 13, 
2008 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
      On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 18, 
2008 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Sargenti 
abstaining. 
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PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 
     On motion by Council Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced 
relative to items CA-1 through CA-6. 
 
CA-1 - Approving Budget Transfers - $551,519.00 
 
      BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the following 2008 budget appropriation transfers 
are hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, not less than two-
thirds of the full membership of the Governing Body concurring: 
 
From      To 
Salary & Wage Adj.            Administration S/W          $8,234            
 $250,000                     Purchasing S/W               2,341           
Director of Econ Dev S/W      Mayor & Council S/W            843 
    4,000                     Payroll/Data Processing S/W  2,758 
Assignment of Taxes S/W       Collection of Taxes S/W      6,295 
    7,000                     Emergency Management S/W     1,751 
Engineering S/W               Ambulance Corps S/W          2,760 
    5,000                     Communications Repair S/W   12,492 
Director of Econ Dev O/E      Board of Health             20,638 
    8,000                     Senior Citizens S/W         24,710 



Rent Leveling S/W             Comm Center S/W             18,515 
   10,000                     Sewer System S/W             4,369 
Communications Dispatch S/W   Police S/W                 144,294 
   17,000                     Mayor & Council O/E          9,400 
EMT S/W                       Financial Admin O/E         16,651 
    1,000                     Assessment of Taxes O/E      3,403 
Fire Prevention S/W           Board of Adjustment O/E     16,525 
   39,000                     Fire Protection O/E          2,161 
Road Repair S/W               Board of Health O/E         22,879 
   17,000                     Senior Citizens O/E          1,929 
Public Bldgs & Grounds S/W    Parks & Playgrounds O/E      3,082 
   17,000                     Fire Hydrant O/E            12,427 
General Services S/W          Fuel Oil O/E                 1,071 
   29,000                     Gasoline                    47,170 
Recreation S/W                BCIA Principal                  36 
    4,000                     FICA                        25,000 
Senior Citizens Special Serv  Auto Repair O/E              1,000 
    3,783                     Group Insurance            137,736 
Other Insurance O/E           Green Trust Loan             1,049 
  137,736 
 
Total:         $551,519.00    Total:                 $551,519.00  
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Cancellation of Outstanding Debits and Credits on 
the Tax Collector’s Books for 2007 and 2008 in the Amount of 
$10.00 and Less 
 
      WHEREAS, there are a number of outstanding debits on the Tax 
Collector’s books for the period January 1 through December 31, 
2008 in the amounts of ten dollars ($10.00) or less, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that all debits of ten dollars ($10.00) 
or less be and are hereby cancelled, as per listing kept in the 
office of the Tax Collector-Treasurer. 
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CA-3 - Authorizing the Chief Financial Officer to Cancel 
Outstanding Open Checks in Various Accounts for 2007 and Prior 
Years - $36,719.50 
 
      WHEREAS, there remain checks outstanding on the Borough of 
Fort Lee’s banking records for 2007 and prior years; and 
 
      WHEREAS, every attempt has been made by the Chief Financial 
Officer to have the checks cleared, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Chief Financial Officer is 
hereby authorized to cancel the following outstanding amounts in 
the various accounts in the total amount of $36,719.50 
 
Account Name                              Amount 
 
Current Account                             $17,919.57 
Capital Improvement                          16,087.05                    
Developers’ Escrow                              643.30 
Parks & Recreation Trip Admissions               20.00 
Payroll                                         199.58 
Senior Advisory Council                         360.00 
Public Assistance Trust II                    1,490.00 
 
Grand Total:                                $36,719.50   
 

SCHEDULE A 
 

Account                     Date         Check #       Amount 
Current Account             1/2007       62018         $245.20 
                            2/2007       62277          170.02 
                            4/2007       62733        4,600.00 
                            4/2007       62865          720.00 
                            5/2007       63054          230.00 
                            6/2007       63625          457.42 
                           10/2007       64470           50.00   
                           10/2007       64505          185.00 
                           10/2007       64707           48.87 
                           11/2007       64791          112.68 
                           12/2007       65233        5,907.76 
                           12/2007       65248        4,631.62 
                           12/2007       65289          561.00 
 
                                           TOTAL:   $17,919.57 
 
 
Capital Improvement        1/2007         1006       $2,628.75 
                           8/2007         1032        2,593.00 
                          11/2007         1049       10,865.30 
                       
                                                    $16,087.05 
 
 
Developers’ Escrow           2/2007        3533        $424.00 
                         5/2007        3562           7.88 
                             9/2007        3587         148.57 
                            10/2007        3622          62.85 
 
                                         TOTAL:        $643.30          
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Parks & Recreation Trip      8/2006        1991         $20.00 
 Admissions 
 
                                         TOTAL:         $20.00 
 
 
Payroll                      6/2007        3473         $75.95 
                             7/2007      105075          58.07 
                             7/2007      105394          20.34 
                             8/2007      105819          45.22 
 
                                         TOTAL:        $199.58 
 
 
Senior Advisory Council      5/2007       1910          $50.00 
                             7/2007       1942           40.00 
                            12/2007       1969          270.00 
 
                                         TOTAL:        $360.00 
 
 
Public Assistance II         9/2007        568       $1,350.00 
                            11/2007        574          140.00 
                             
                                         TOTAL:      $1,490.00 
 
 
                                   GRAND TOTAL:     $36,719.50 
 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Outstanding Credits on the Tax Collector’s 
Books for 2007 to be Credited Back to Surplus - $209,996.38 
 
      WHEREAS, there are outstanding credits on the Tax 
Collector’s books for the period of January 1st through December 
31, 2007, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the balance of these credits be 
credited back to surplus in the amount of $209,996.38 as per the 
listing kept in the office of the Tax Collector-Treasurer.   
 
 

 
CA-5 - Authorizing Cancellation of Bond Ordinance Balances –  
$564,558.27 
 
 WHEREAS, balances exist in various capital ordinances, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such projects have been completed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desires to cancel said 
balances. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following ordinance balances are 
hereby cancelled: 
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Ordinance 
No. 

Balance Fund 
Balance 

Unfunded Grants 

93-12 3,981.01 6.67 3,974.34  

94-21/94-37 1,493.30 1,493.30   

94-31 25,594.96 25,594.96   

95-42 105,046.65 105,046.65   

95-12 1.50 1.50   

96-06/99 37,943.74 37,943.74   

96-07 5,712.09 5,712.09   

96-26 23,713.32 23,713.32   

96-44 7,875.31 7,875.31   

97-20 16,138.07 16,138.07   

98-08 25,422.70 25,422.70   

99-06 12,930.69 12,930.69   

99-07 7,616.14 7,616.14   

99-26 45,508.96 45,508.96   

99-27 216,531.01 216,531.01   

00-28 1,243.64 1,153.64 90.00  

00-30 14.73 14.73   

00-37 1,770.53 1,770.53   

00-38   26,019.92             26,019.92  

 564,558.27 534,474.01 30,084.26  
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New 
Jersey for Period Covering October 1st – December 31, 2008 -  
$1,270.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $1,200.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 
union licenses for the period covering October 1, 2008 through 
December 31, 2008. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis 
to the Department of Human Services; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $70.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the period covering October 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008.  
 

01-2887 
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      There being no discussion, on motion by Councilman Cervieri, 
seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 
through CA-6) was approved unanimously. 
 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

      All of the council members deferred their reports to the 
reorganization meeting. 
 
 
      There being no further discussion, the recessed meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Kasofsky and carried at 7:06 p.m.  
 
 
 
                                   _________________________ 
                                   Neil Grant 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


