
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                            Thursday, December 15, 2011 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the last few weeks the Borough was 

been brought together for one very sad event and then for a more 

happier occasion. 

 

 He sent his condolences to the family of Matthew, a Fort Lee 

High School Student, who died on December 3
rd
.  The only positive 

to the story is seeing the community come together to help the 

family of Matthew. 

 

 He stated that on a brighter note, the Borough held its 

annual tree lighting on December 8
th
 at the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center and it was a tremendous success.  As long as he‟s 

Mayor he will continue to find as many reasons as possible to get 

the community together.  He added that the Borough‟s Menorah 

lighting will be held next Tuesday. 

 

 He mentioned that last week Frank Raimondo passed away.  

Frank and the Raimondo family have been an iconic family in the 

Borough for many years.  When Raimondo Construction was operating 

the Mayor was one of many young men who were employed by them 

during the summer months.  Frank was a large part of the business 

as well as also being the Assistant Superintendent of Schools in 

the Borough.  Frank was a well-educated and very good man.  A part 

of Fort Lee‟s fabric was lost when Frank passed away. 

 

 The Mayor requested a moment of silence for Matthew and Frank 

Raimondo at this point in the meeting. 
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PROCLAMATION 

 

PR-1 – Merissa Beth Pico 

 

WHEREAS, Merissa Beth Pico was born in Anhui Province, Hefei 

City, People‟s Republic of China and was adopted at 6 months old 

by wonderful, loving parents and has resided in Fort Lee since 

that time, and; 

 

 WHEREAS, Merissa’s most recent victory internationally was 

when she won the Gold Medal in Tae Kwon Do at the Pan American 

Championships which were held the first week in October 2011 in 

Las Vegas, Nevada; and,  

 

WHEREAS, Merissa’s accolades in Tae Kwon Do go far beyond a 

parent‟s  dream for their child, a mere sampling includes World 

Taekwondo Federation Olympic sparring since she was under 3 years 

of age, recently placing 3
rd
 at the USA Olympic Trials for 2012 in 

London, named “All American” by the United States Tae Kwon Do 

Association in 2010, # 1 Junior Competitor in the Country, for the 

past three years in her weight class, winner of the New Jersey 

State Championship since she was 5 years old which qualified 

Merissa each year to compete in the USA Junior Olympics every year 

thereafter through the present (except for the year 2009 in which 

she had back surgery); and,  

 

WHEREAS, Merissa competed on July 31, 2011 at the Olympic 

Training Center in Colorado Springs where she had a “fight off” 

for the USA Junior National Team spot this year; she was against 

the best in the country and was undefeated thereby winning her 

spot on the USA Junior National Team for the third year; and,   

  

WHEREAS, Merissa, at the age of 13, was one of the youngest 

ever to make the USA Junior National Team and represented the 

United States of America during the World Championship competition 

in Izmir, Turkey and won a Bronze Medal; and,   

 

WHEREAS, Merissa has been fortunate to compete all over the 

world in Turkey, the Netherlands, Mexico and Puerto Rico and all 

over the USA, from California, to Minnesota, Iowa, Texas, 

Louisiana, Florida, and if you name a state, I am sure Merissa was 

there; and,   

 

WHEREAS, Merissa has had wonderful opportunities by being 

trained by the United States Olympic Coaches for Tae Kwon Do at 

the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado over the 

past four years; and,   

 

WHEREAS, Merissa in early 2009, she won a Bronze Medal at the 

Dutch Open and appeared to be on her way to adding another 

successful year to her résumé, but began to develop persistent and 

severe back pain, but being the athlete she is, Merissa competed 

and won at the USAT National Qualifier in Buffalo, New York, but 

during that competition suffered a herniated disc compressing the 

sciatic nerve so that she was in such excruciating pain, and due 

to that injury on July 8, 2009, Merissa underwent back surgery to 

try to alleviate the pain and thankfully, the surgery was 

considered a success; and,   

 

WHEREAS, Merissa recovered from back surgery to go on to win 

gold at the USA Junior Olympics that next year, and to win the 

Silver at the Senior Nationals that same year, which Silver medal 

qualified her to compete for the 2012 Olympics, of which she has 

currently reached level 6 of 8, and which qualification for the  
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Olympic process is still ongoing at this time; and,  

 

WHEREAS, Merissa has won over 250 Gold Medals in the sport of 

Tae Kwon Do, which medals include local, national and 

international events.  Merissa has won both the New Jersey State 

and Northeast Regional Championships every year since she was 5 

years old, and she has competed and won the New York State 

Championship in every year that she has entered, over the past 

fourteen years.    

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich 

and the Borough Council, wish to commend and acknowledge Merissa 

Beth Pico, who exemplifies that through hard work and discipline, 

great achievements may be reached and to also recognize Merissa 

Beth Pico as one of Fort Lee‟s inspirational and special young 

adults, whose future will inevitably be filled with greatness.   

 

 Mayor Sokolich read some highlights of the proclamation.  He 

gave a short biography on Marissa which explained her Fort Lee 

upbringing and he explained that during the week of November 21, 

2011 it was confirmed that Merissa made the cut for Level 7 of 8 

levels in the Olympic qualifying process towards her goal for one 

of two spots on the USA Olympic Team.  Level 7 will be a fight off 

in January 2012 between approximately four women and if Merissa 

wins this competition.  Level 8 is the last fight off in April 

2012.  The winner of Level 8 receives the spot on the USA Olympic 

Team; and second place goes in as an alternate.   

 

 At this point the Mayor presented Marissa with the 

proclamation. 

 

 Marissa thanked the Mayor and the Borough for the 

proclamation.  She also thanked her family and friends for coming 

out tonight as well as for their continued support. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich offered accolades to Deborah Pico, Marissa‟s 

mother, for her dedication. 

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

PR-1 – Girl Scouts of America 

 

 A representative of the Girl Scouts of America thanked the 

Mayor and Council and Borough Administrator and the people of Fort 

Lee for their hospitality that they showed during the recent 

bridging ceremony over the George Washington Bridge which was part 

of the Girl Scouts of America 100
th
 Anniversary celebration.  A 

plaque was also given to the Mayor at this time. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough felt privileged that 

the Girls Scouts of America chose the Borough to be the host 

community for their celebration. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, with no objections the Mayor‟s request for a five 

minutes recess was approved at 8:16 p.m. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the meeting reconvened at 8:21 p.m. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich read from the plaque that was given to him by 

the Girl Scout representative. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the November 3, 2011 

Executive Session were approved. 

 

    

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2011-19 – Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  

Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 343 Tremont Avenue  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-19 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

 

Ordinance #2011-20 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 

No Parking, by Deleting (a) Briar Way, East Side 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman      

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-20 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, 

SCHEUDLE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED “NO 

PARKING” ON BRIAR WAY.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-21 – Bond Ordinance for Various Capital 

Improvements - Appropriating $375,000.00 and Authorizing the 

Issuance of  $356,250.00 Bond or Notes 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-21 entitled “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, 

NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $375,000 

THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $356,250 BONDS OR NOTES 

OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-22 - Amending Chapter 372 Taxicabs and 

Limousines,  Article 1, Taxicabs 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-22  entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 372 TAXICABS 

AND LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE 1, TAXICABS OF THE REVISED GENERAL 

ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

  

Ordinance #2011-23 - Amending Chapter 289, Section 36B, Schedule 

I, to Include All Streets Located Within the Borough as Part of 

the Residential Permit Zone  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman and 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-23 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, 

ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT 

PARKING, SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

 

Ordinance #2011-24 - Amending Chapter 410 Zoning, Section 49, 

General Regulations, Article  XII, Signage and Façades 410-51 

Rules and Regulations 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing relative to Ord. #2011-24 

entitled, ““AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 410 

„ZONING‟ SECTION 410-49 GENERAL REGULATIONS OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH FORT LEE” was tabled unanimously. 

 

  

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
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ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                  $9,980,347.64 

Capital                                          552,059.12 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    6,857.45 

Trip Admissions                                    1,850.00 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                        133,053.74 

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             316.50 

Redemption Account                                37,696.18 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   18,430.00 

Police Justice                                          n/a 

Flexible Spending                                  7,032.84 

 

Total:                                       $10,737,643.37 

 

 

CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for Thomas Broskie for  

Fire Company #2 and Jr. Auxiliary and Auxiliary Firefighter 

Applications for Daniel Koch, Anthony Hand and Kevin Sobaci for 

Fire Company #3  

 

The Jr. Auxiliary, Auxiliary and Firefighter applications 

listed for the four (4) above named members were approved. 

 

 

CA-3 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local  

Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue,  State of 

New Jersey “Over the Limit Under Arrest 2011 Mobilization” Grant - 

$4,400.00 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 

any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 

such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 

thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 

item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has received $4,400.00 from 

the National Highway Traffic Safety (NHTSA) and wishes to amend 

its 2011 Budget to include a portion of this amount as an item of 

revenue, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 

requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 

insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2011, 
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in the sum of..........................................$4,400.00 

which is now available as a revenue item from: 

   Miscellaneous Revenues 

     Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 

     Written Consent of the Director of Local Government  

     Services: 

       Federal Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

        Over The Limit Under Arrest 2011 Mobilization National  

        Highway Traffic Safety (NHTSA) Section 410 Alcohol 

        Traffic Safety and Drunk Driving Prevention Incentive 

        Grants 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of ......$4,400.00 be 

and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 

 General Appropriations: 

        (a) Operations excluded from CAPS 

              Federal Programs Offset by Revenues 

        Over The Limit Under Arrest 2011 Mobilization National  

        Highway Traffic Safety (NHTSA) Section 410 Alcohol 

        Traffic Safety and Drunk Driving Prevention Incentive 

        Grants 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 

directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 

Director of Local Government Services. 

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of Lira Garay, Hilda Fernandez and 

Valentin Flisfder as School Crossing Guards - $17.74 Hourly  

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in 

the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm 

effective December 16, 2011. 

 

Lira Garay 

2486 8
th
 Street – Apt H. 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

Hilda Fernandez 

1315 Anderson Avenue – Apt #3I 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

Rose Ciecierski 

2352 Linwood Avenue – Apt #1A 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Donald Porrino as a Sign/Façade  

Consultant - $28.85 Hourly – Not to Exceed $15,000.00 Annually 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have authorized the hiring of 

a Sign and Façade Consultant in order to oversee enforcement of 

the Borough‟s Sign and Façade Ordinance; and,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Donald Porrino be appointed as a 

Sign and Façade Consultant; and,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED that Mr. Porrino will work ten hours weekly, 

with an effective date of January 3, 2012; and   

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Porrino shall be paid at an 

hourly rate of $28.85 and his salary shall not exceed $15,000.00  

annually.   
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CA-6 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for a Mat Hoist at the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center - Fee Not to Exceed $3,300.00 

 

    A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

    OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

    PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution duly 

adopted by the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”), a contract was 

awarded to Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform 

services as a licensed engineer for the inspection and evaluation 

of the existing roof framing members at the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center (“Community Center”) for the purpose of 

installing a mat hoist; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for additional engineering 

services to be performed at the Community Center to determine the 

permissible loading from the lighting and sound fixtures used 

during entertainment and sporting events in the gymnasium, indoor 

stage and outdoor canopy; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell to perform such professional engineer services in 

accordance with its proposal, dated November 17, 2011, (Available 

in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 

services related to the performance of inspection and evaluation 

services to determine the permissible loading from the lighting 

and sound fixtures used during entertainment and sporting events 

in the gymnasium, indoor stage and outdoor canopy; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 

performed by Boswell at a lump sum cost of $3,300.00, and the 

contract for such professional engineering services is awarded 

pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New 

Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.;  

and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering services to perform an inspection and 

evaluation in order to determine the permissible loading from the 

lighting and sound fixtures used during entertainment and sporting 

events in the gymnasium, indoor stage and outdoor canopy is in the 

best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional engineering services related to the inspection and 

evaluation in order to determine the permissible loading from the 

lighting and sound fixtures used during entertainment and sporting 

events in the gymnasium, indoor stage and outdoor canopy at the 

Community Center, in accordance with its proposal, dated November 

17, 2011, attached hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms 

and provisions of the agreement by and between Boswell and the 

Borough, dated as of January 1, 2011, for services as the Borough 

Engineer. 

 

 2. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing One-Year Extension of Contract with Ambulance  

Reimbursement Systems, Inc., Allentown, Pennsylvania, for Third 

Party Billing Services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps 

for 2012  
 

      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

      FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXERCISE OF AN OPTION TO EXTEND  

      THE TERM OF THE CONTRACT WITH AMBULANCE REIMBURSEMENT  

      SYSTEMS, INC. FOR THE PROVISION OF THIRD PARTY BILLING  

      SERVICES FOR THE FORT LEE MUNICIPAL AMBULANCE CORPS 

 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to a duly adopted 

resolution, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) authorized the preparation and issuance of a Request 

for Proposals (“RFP”) to solicit proposals from experienced firms 

for the provision of third-party billing services for the Fort Lee 

Municipal Ambulance Corps pursuant to competitive contracting 

procedures, as set forth at N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1, et seq., and 

consistent with the prior approval of the New Jersey Department of 

Community Affairs; and 

 

WHEREAS, after review and evaluation by the Borough Administrator 

and Borough Counsel of the proposals in response to its RFP, and 

interviews of the two leading proposers, pursuant to Resolution 

CA-5 duly adopted on September 25, 2008, the Borough awarded a 



Regular Meeting                                  December 15, 2011 

                                                          Page #10 

 

contract to Ambulance Reimbursement Systems, Inc. (“ARS, Inc.”) 

for the provision of third-party billing services for the Fort Lee 

Municipal Ambulance Corps; and 

 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to a duly adopted 

resolution, the Borough authorized an amendment to the contract 

with ARS, Inc. to include a reduction in the percentage of gross 

revenues actually collected by ARS, Inc. from 6.5% to 6.0% 

consistent with the agreement of the parties; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for third-party billing services for 

the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps during 2012 and the 

contract provides that the Borough holds an option to extend the 

contract with ARS, Inc. for two successive one-year periods 

consistent with the Local Public Contracts Law, and the Borough 

desires to exercise that option in order to provide continuous 

services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 15 (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-15) of the Local Public 

Contracts Law specifically provides that any contract whose 

statutory length is three years or less may include provisions for 

two one-year extensions as long as the term of the contract does 

not run for more than five consecutive years; and 

 

WHEREAS, ARS, Inc. has expressed in correspondence to the 

Borough Clerk, dated November 1, 2011, its consent to an extension 

of the contract through 2012 per the original specifications of 

the RFP at the existing rates and terms previously agreed upon by 

the parties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract extension for the provision 

of third-party billing services for the Fort Lee Municipal 

Ambulance Corps during 2012 is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 

 

1. That the contract for the performance of third party 

billing services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps shall 

be extended for a term of one year through December 31, 2012 

consistent with the original specifications of the RFP at the 

existing rates and terms previously agreed upon by the parties.    

 

2. That the Mayor is authorized to execute any documents 

necessary to reflect the extension of the contract for third party 

billing services authorized herein.  

 

3. That the contract, as previously amended, and this 

resolution shall be available for public inspection in the Borough 

Clerk‟s office along with the proposal of ARS, Inc. and the 

original contract. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 
 

CA-8 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from  

143 West 99th Street Corp to West 99th Street Corp, t/a Aiello’s 

Hilltop Motel & Lounge (Inactive) 

 
WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 

transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-002-002, 

heretofore issued to 143 West 99th Street Corp, (Inactive) a 

business corporation for premises located at 2338 Route 4 West, 

Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
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 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 

been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 

to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 

local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

   

 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 

authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 

of the license and the licensed business and all additional 

financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 

certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 

Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 

New Jersey, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 

transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to 

West 99th Street Corp t/a Aiello’s Hilltop Motel & Lounge 

(Inactive) at 2338 Route 4 West, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

effective December 15, 2011 and does hereby direct the Municipal 

Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership. 

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Tax Appeal Attorney to File Counterclaims 

With Respect to the Pending Tax Court Complaints Regarding Linwood 

Plaza Shopping Mail 

 

WHEREAS, Linmar, the owner of the Linwood Plaza Shopping 

Mall, has filed omitted tax assessment appeals for tax years 2010 

and 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor believes that a counterclaim should 

be filed, inasmuch as the shopping center is under-assessed;  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Borough‟s Tax Appeal Attorney be 

and he is hereby authorized and directed to file counterclaims 

with respect to the pending Tax Court complaints regarding the 

Linwood Shopping Plaza;  and  
 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the prior filing of the 

counterclaims by the Tax Appeal Attorney are hereby ratified and 

confirmed. 

 

 

CA-10 - Adopting Changes to the Borough’s Existing Deferred 

Compensation Plan (VALIC) Pursuant to the Final Internal Revenue 

COde Section 415 Regulations, Pension Protection Act of 2006 et  

al. 

 

     ADOPTING CHANGES TO AN EXISTING DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN 

     PURSUANT TO THE FINAL INTERNAL REVENUE CODE SECTION 415 

     REGULATIONS, PENSION PROTECTION ACT OF 2006M THE HEROES  

     EARNINGS ASSISTANTCE AND RELIEF TAX ACT OF 2008 AND THE  

     WORKER, RETIREE AND EMPLOYER RECOVERY ACT OF 2008 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereinafter referred to as 

“Employer”) by resolution adopted a Deferred Compensation Plan 

(hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”) effective July 27, 1987, 

for purpose of making available to eligible employees the accrual 
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of tax benefits under a Section 457 Deferred Compensation Plan; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Employer by resolution retained The Variable 

Annuity Life Insurance Company (“VALIC”) as the contractor under 

the Deferred Compensation Plan and executed a Service Agreement 

with said contractor; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the final Internal Revenue Code (“Code”) Section 415 

regulations, Pension Protection Act of 2006 (“PPA”), the Heroes 

Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 2008 (the “HEART Act”) 

and the Worker, Retiree and Employer Recovery Act of 2008 

(“WRERA”) amended Section 457 of the Code; and 

 

 WHEREAS, State and local governmental Section 457(b) plan 

sponsors must amend their plans to comply with the PPA legislative 

changes by the last day of the 2011 plan year; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Employer desires its Plan to conform with the 

changes in the Code; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such amended and restated Plan shall supersede the 

previously adopted Plan, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Employer does hereby 

adopt the amended and restated Plan prepared by VALIC and assigned 

Plan Document identifier 81-PD-VALIC-103111 by the Director of the 

Division of Local Governmental Services; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this 

resolution shall be forwarded to the Director of the Division of 

Local Government Services. 

 

 

CA-11 - Authorizing the Sale of the Borough’s Surplus Property No 

Longer Needed for Public Use on Propertyroom.com an Online  

Auction Website and Publication of Such Notice of the Auction  

 

 RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN,  

      STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS 

      PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE 

      AUCTION WEBSITE AND PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE OF THE ONLINE 

      AUCTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program 

and Study Act has been enacted by the New Jersey Legislature to 

permit local units to purchase bulk commodities and services and 

sell surplus property through means of the internet and related 

technologies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has surplus 

equipment that is no longer used and useful in providing municipal 

services to the citizens of the Borough and wishes to dispose of 

these goods through an efficient and effective process; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 

Borough awarded a contract to Propertyroom.com to auction on its 

website any surplus and unclaimed property (“Property”) in the 

various departments in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the equipment and 

vehicles listed on Schedule A constitutes Property no longer 

needed for public use; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to sell through an online 

auction the Property listed in Schedule A, attached to this 

resolution (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Propertyroom.com is 

necessary for the efficient operations of the Borough and the sale 

of Property no longer used and useful by the Borough for the 

provision of municipal services is in the best interests of its 

citizens,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

 

 1.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to post an 

offer to sell the Property listed on  schedule A, on an auction 

website as follows: 

 

 Online auction site: www.propertyroom.com 
                          http://www.propertyroom.com 

 Length of Auction:     Minimum of three (3) days 

     Anticipated Starting    

      Date:                 January 3, 2012 

 Account #:     1045 

 Auction fees:          revenue sharing 

     Method of Payment:     major credit card 

 Shipping:              common carrier 

     Possession:            Propertyroom.com with exception of  

                         in-place auction items 

               Other terms:         Bidders must pre-register  

                             with propertyroom.com 

     Minimum Bid:           $1.00  

     Equipment:             (Schedule A)  

       

 2. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to  

publish a copy of this Resolution as notice of the on-line 

auction, including the information shown in Paragraph #1 above.    

 

    3.   That the Municipal Attorney is hereby authorized to 

forward to the Department of Community Affairs a copy of the 

contract with Propertyroom.com and the notice of the on-line 

auction, as well as any other documentation as may be required to 

evidence the Borough‟s participation in the sale of surplus 

equipment pursuant to the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot 

Program and Study Act; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposal of and contract with 

Propertyroom.com, and a copy of this Resolution as notice of the 

on-line auction, be made available in the Borough Clerk‟s Office. 

 

 

CA-12 - Authorizing the Hiring of Part-Time Winter Seasonal  

Employees for the Recreation Department – Termination Date  

March 31, 2012 

 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 

Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 

that these positions must be filled, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 

(Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 

positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 

of Recreation; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  

appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective  

http://www.property/
http://www.propertyroom.com/
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date of January 1, 2012 and a termination date of December 31, 

2012. 

 

 

CA-13 - Awarding Contracts to AXA Equitable Life Insurance  

Company, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, Lincoln Financial 

Group and Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Inc. for Voluntary 

Deferred Compensation Plan Services to be Offered to Municipal 

Employees 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH            

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF ALTERNATIVE  

  DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLANS AND PROTOTYPICAL SERVICE   

  AGREEMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) continues to 

desire to attract and retain qualified employees and, as a means 

thereof, make available to these employees the benefits of a 

deferred compensation plan; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to a duly adopted 

resolution, the Mayor and Council of the Borough adopted a 

deferred compensation plan offered by the Variable Annuity Life 

Insurance Company (“VALIC”) for the purpose of making available to 

eligible employees the accrual of tax benefits under a Section 457 

Deferred Compensation Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, on September 22, 2011, the Borough issued a Request 

for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFP”) for the provision of a 

deferred compensation plan and service agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, on October 18, 2011, the Borough issued Addendum 

No. 1 to the RFP with respect to the investment of funds not 

needed for the immediate payment of benefits; and 

 

WHEREAS, on October 26, 2011, the Borough received proposals 

from the following companies for the deferred compensation 

services: 

 

 AXA Equitable Life Insurance Company 

 Secaucus, New Jersey 

 

 Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 

 New York, New York 

 

 Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Inc. 

 Dublin, Ohio 

 

 Lincoln Financial Group 

 Fort Wayne, Indiana  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed the proposal from each 

company and has determined that all proposals are in compliance 

with the requirements of the RFP, and that each company is fully 

experienced and capable of administering and servicing the 

proposed deferred compensation program; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of selecting all four 

companies to provide deferred compensation services in order to 

offer Borough employees a wide range of choices as an alternative 

to the deferred compensation plan currently available to Borough 

employees from VALIC; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined the adoption of deferred 

compensation plans in accordance with the proposals submitted by 
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each company in response to the RFP, and the corresponding 

Prototypical Service Agreements, as alternative deferred 

compensation plans is in the best interests of the Borough and its 

employees, and the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That the deferred compensation plans submitted by AXA 

Equitable Life Insurance Company, Secaucus, New Jersey; 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, New York, New York; 

Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Inc., Dublin, Ohio; and Lincoln 

Financial Group, Fort Wayne, Indiana in their respective proposals 

in response to the Borough‟s RFP, are hereby adopted as 

alternative plans to the deferred compensation plan presently 

provided by VALIC, and contracts are hereby awarded consistent 

with each company‟s corresponding Prototypical Service Agreement. 

 

 2. That the Borough Administrator, Peggy Thomas, shall be 

designated as the local plan administrator with regard to the 

implementation and administration of the deferred compensation 

plans, and shall be authorized to execute such agreements and 

documents as are necessary to implement and administer the plans.   

 

 3. That the Borough certifies that the deferred 

compensation plans are substantially similar to the plan on which a 

satisfactory Internal Revenue Service private letter ruling has 

been obtained, and that the use of the ruling is for guidance only 

and that for purposes of the Internal Revenue Service, the ruling 

of another employer is not to be considered precedential.  

 

 4. That the Borough certifies that there has been no 

collusion, or evidence or appearance of collusion, between any 

official or employee of the Borough and any official, employee or 

representative of any of the four companies responding to the RFP, 

in the adoption of the deferred compensation plans or award of 

contracts. 

   

 5. That a certified copy of this Resolution shall be 

forwarded to the Director of Local Government Services in the 

Department of Community Affairs consistent with the requirements of 

N.J.A.C. 5:37-1.1 et seq..  

 

 6. That upon receipt of any required approvals from the 

Director of Local Government Services in the Department of 

Community Affairs, the Borough Administrator shall be authorized to 

execute the Prototypical Service Agreements in order to implement 

the deferred compensation plan proposed each of the four companies 

responding to the Borough‟s RFP. 

 

 7. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

      There being no further public discussion, the public hearing 

was closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by 

Councilman Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-

13) was approved unanimously. 

 

 Mr. Cervieri commenting on CA-2 asked that any social 

security numbers be removed from the applications in order to keep 

information private. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich commented on CA-2 and welcomed the new 

firefighters aboard. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 - Authorizing a 6th Amendment to the Settlement Agreement   

With FLRA and Tucker Extending the Time Period for Adoption of  

Amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 

 

 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on the following matters with 

regard to R-1, R-2 and R-3 and left the podium. 

  

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SIXTH AMENDMENT TO 

THE SETTLEMENT AND ESCROW AGREEMENT BY AND AMONG THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE (THE “BOROUGH”), TDC FORT LEE, LLC AND TUCKER DEVELOPMENT 

AND ACQUISITION FUND, L.P. (“TUCKER”) AND FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT 

ASSOCIATES, LLC (“FLRA”) DATED APRIL 15, 2011 REGARDING 

REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW 

JERSEY 

 

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into a Settlement and Escrow 

Agreement (the “Agreement”) on April 14, 2011; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Section 1.iv. of the Agreement includes a condition 

that within sixty (60) days of the designations of Tucker as 

conditional redeveloper of the West Parcel and of FLRA as 

conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel, the Borough shall 

adopt amendments to the redevelopment plan for Redevelopment Area 

5 (the “Redevelopment Plan”) incorporating the Additional Terms 

and Conditions in Section 2 of this Agreement set forth 

hereinafter, which amended Redevelopment Plan shall also contain a 

provision that prior to submission of any application to the 

Borough Planning Board for development approvals, FLRA or Tucker, 

individually as the case may be, must have entered into a fully 

executed redevelopment agreement with the Borough pursuant to 

Sections 3 and 4 of this Agreement, as the case may be.  The 

Parties shall not execute any redevelopment agreements until the 

process to amend the Redevelopment Plan has been completed; and  

WHEREAS, on June 10, 2011, the Parties entered into an 

Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending the 

timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the Redevelopment 

Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 from sixty (60) days to ninety (90) 

days; and  

 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Parties entered into a Second 

Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending the 

timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the Redevelopment 

Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional sixty (60) days 

until September 15, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2011, the Parties entered into a 

Third Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 

the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 

thirty (30) days until October 15, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2011, the Parties entered into a 

Fourth Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 

the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 

thirty (30) days until November 10, 2011; and  
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WHEREAS, on November 10, 2011, the Parties entered into a 

Fifth Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 

the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 

thirty (30) days until December 15, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, Sections 3 and 4 of the Agreement includes a 

condition that the Borough, FLRA and Tucker shall employ their 

best efforts to negotiate and execute the respective redevelopment 

agreements within ninety (90) days of the respective designations 

of Tucker and FLRA as conditional redevelopers by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 

terms and conditions of the Agreement, including those contained 

in Sections 1.iv., 3 and 4 of the Agreement, additional time is 

required for the Borough to adopt amendments to the redevelopment 

plan for Redevelopment Area 5 and negotiate and execute 

redevelopment agreements with FLRA and Tucker; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council, that it hereby approves and authorizes the execution, by 

the appropriate Borough officials, of a Sixth Amendment to the 

Settlement and Escrow Agreement, for a further extension of the 

timeframe set forth in Sections 1.iv., 3 and 4 of the Settlement 

and Escrow Agreement for an additional period, which will expire 

on January 19, 2012. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Fifth Amendment shall be in 

the form similar to that attached hereto, subject to the execution 

of such amendment by the others parties. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-2 - Authorizing the Extending the Conditional Designation of  

Tucker as Redeveloper for the West Parcel  

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

EXTENDING THE DESIGNATION OF TUCKER DEVELOPMENT AND ACQUISITION 

FUND, L.P. AND TDC FORT LEE, LLC AS CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER OF 

BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.01, ALSO KNOWN AS THE WEST PARCEL, LOCATED IN 

REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the “Borough”), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 

Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “LRHL”), 

did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of 

Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need 

of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 

border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 

Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 

Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 

Avenue; and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 

Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 

for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of 
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the Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 

Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 

Redevelopment Area 5 , the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort 

Lee approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots 

for financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington 

Way (hereafter referred to as the “East Parcel”) and constituting 

Block 4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the 

second parcel (hereafter referred to as the “West Parcel”) 

constituting Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 

redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for 

both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 

these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 

East and West Parcels; and 

 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 

of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”), which RFQ/P 

was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 

submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 

to July 31, 2009; and  

 

WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 

to the RFQ/P from: 

 The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East 

and West Parcels 

 Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 

 Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East 

Parcel 

 Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for 

West Parcel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough retained professionals in the areas of 

law, planning, finance and engineering to review the proposals and 

these professionals met with each proposer and also requested 

additional information from each of the proposers as a result 

thereof; and  

 

WHEREAS, each of the proposers, other than The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., provided supplemental 

information in response to the Borough‟s questions and requests 

for additional information;  and 

 

WHEREAS, at the invitation of the Borough, each proposer made 

a public presentation regarding its proposal in December 2009, and 

entertained questions and answers posed by members of the public 

and the Governing Body; and 

 

WHEREAS, on December 28, 2009, the Borough held an additional 

public comment meeting to hear public comments on all four 

proposals and the presentations made by each proposer; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough met individually with: Amerea Development, 

LLC; Fort Lee Redevelopment Associate, LLC; and  
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Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. to review and 

discuss their respective proposals and supplemental information 

submitted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough did not meet individually with The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., due to their refusal to 

consider changes to their proposal requested by the Borough to 

more closely follow the requirements in the RFQ/P; and  

 

WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 

the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 

response to the Borough‟s requests for such information, review of 

the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 

public comments provided at each public presentation and 

subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 

individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 

with its entire professional team, including final reports from 

its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 

Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 

conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a 

mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set 

forth in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2010 and on December 9, 2010, the 

Borough extended the designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 

Associates, LLC as conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 

located in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey for a mixed use smart growth project subject to the 

conditions set forth in the resolutions adopted by the Borough 

Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 

multiple issues (the “Redevelopment Litigation”); and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA‟s motion for summary judgment on counts six 

through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 

Borough‟s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  

  

WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee, Docket #BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public 

Records Act, N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings 

Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to 

public records (the “OPRA Litigation”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the “Parties”) have been 

involved in active negotiations to settle the Redevelopment 

Litigation and the OPRA Litigation (collectively, the 

“Litigation”) and in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, 

the Parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an 

agreement to settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets 

forth the parties‟ understanding and agreement on actions to be 

taken by the parties (the “Settlement Agreement”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, one of the actions to be taken pursuant to  the 

Settlement Agreement is the designation of Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 

redeveloper of the West Parcel only; and 
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  WHEREAS, on April 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing the designation of Tucker Development and Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC, 799 Central Avenue, Suite 300, 

Highland Park, IL, as conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 

1.01, also known as the West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 

5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey; and  

 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker Development 

and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 

redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West 

Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  

 

WHEREAS, on September 8, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker 

Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as 

conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 

West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until October 15, 2011; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, on October 6, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker Development 

and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 

redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West 

Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until November 10, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, on November 10, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker 

Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as 

conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 

West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until December 15, 2011; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 

terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement, including 

amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 and 

the Redevelopment Agreement, additional time is required for the 

Parties to finalize these documents.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that it hereby extends the designation of Tucker 

Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC, 799 

Central Avenue, Suite 300, Highland Park, IL, as conditional 

redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West Parcel, 

located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 

of Bergen, State of New Jersey for the reasons set forth herein.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the extension of said 

Conditional Designation is subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. The Conditional Designation is limited to a period from 

December 15, 2011 until January 19, 2012 at which time 

it will automatically expire and be of no further force 

and effect, and the parties will no longer have any 

obligation to the other, except as to final payment of 

Borough costs under the Escrow Agreement required 

herein.  The Borough may, in its sole discretion, extend 

and re-extend the Conditional Designation provided 

sufficient progress is being in negotiation of a 

redevelopment agreement, which determination is at the 

sole discretion of the Borough and which extension must 
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     be in the form of a duly adopted Resolution of the  

     Borough Council. 

2. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC and the Borough shall negotiate and 

agree upon the terms and conditions of a redevelopment 

agreement within the period of the conditional 

designation, as such period may be extended by the 

Borough in its sole discretion. 

3. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC shall comply with the terms and 

conditions of the Settlement Agreement. 

4. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC agree to pay any and all costs 

incurred by the Borough from the date of the Conditional 

Designation (April 14, 2011) to execution of a 

redevelopment agreement or termination of the 

redeveloper designation, as set forth in the Settlement 

Agreement. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon completion of negotiations 

on a redevelopment agreement the Mayor and Borough Council shall 

review and may authorize execution of any and all related 

documents which the Borough Council may consider necessary or 

useful in order to effectuate the completion and implementation of 

the project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

  

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-3 - Authorizing the Extending the Conditional Designation of  

FLRA as Redeveloper for the East Parcel  

 

 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

EXTENDING THE DESIGNATION OF FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES, 

LLC AS CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER OF BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.02, ALSO KNOWN 

AS THE EAST PARCEL, LOCATED IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the “Borough”), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 

Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “LRHL”), 

did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of 

Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need 

of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 

border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 

Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 

Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 

Avenue; and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 

Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 

for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of 

the Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 

Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  
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 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 

Redevelopment Area 5 , the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort 

Lee approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots 

for financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington 

Way (hereafter referred to as the “East Parcel”) and constituting 

Block 4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the 

second parcel (hereafter referred to as the “West Parcel”) 

constituting Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 

redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for 

both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 

these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 

East and West Parcels; and 

 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 

of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”), which RFQ/P 

was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 

submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 

to July 31, 2009; and  

 

WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 

to the RFQ/P from: 

 The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East 

and West Parcels 

 Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 

 Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East 

Parcel 

 Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for 

West Parcel; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough retained professionals in the areas of 

law, planning, finance and engineering to review the proposals and 

these professionals met with each proposer and also requested 

additional information from each of the proposers as a result 

thereof; and  

 

WHEREAS, each of the proposers, other than The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., provided supplemental 

information in response to the Borough‟s questions and requests 

for additional information;  and 

 

WHEREAS, at the invitation of the Borough, each proposer made 

a public presentation regarding its proposal in December 2009, and 

entertained questions and answers posed by members of the public 

and the Governing Body; and 

 

WHEREAS, on December 28, 2009, the Borough held an additional 

public comment meeting to hear public comments on all four 

proposals and the presentations made by each proposer; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough met individually with: Amerea 

Development, LLC; Fort Lee Redevelopment Associate, LLC; and 

Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. to review and 

discuss their respective proposals and supplemental information 

submitted; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough did not meet individually with The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., due to their refusal to 
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consider changes to their proposal requested by the Borough to 

more closely follow the requirements in the RFQ/P; and  

 

WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 

the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 

response to the Borough‟s requests for such information, review of 

the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 

public comments provided at each public presentation and 

subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 

individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 

with its entire professional team, including final reports from 

its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 

Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 

conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a 

mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set 

forth in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on June 21, 2010, Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, 

LLC and the Borough entered into an escrow agreement, which was a 

condition of the initial designation; and  

 

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2010 and on December 9, 2010, the 

Borough extended the designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 

Associates, LLC (“FLRA”) as conditional redeveloper of 

Redevelopment Area 5 located in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey for a mixed use smart growth project 

subject to the conditions set forth in the resolutions adopted by 

the Borough Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 

multiple issues (the “Redevelopment Litigation”); and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA‟s motion for summary judgment on counts six 

through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 

Borough‟s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, Docket 

#BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public Records Act, 

N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 

10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to public records 

(the “OPRA Litigation”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the “Parties”) have been 

involved in active negotiations to settle the Redevelopment 

Litigation and the OPRA Litigation (collectively, the 

“Litigation”) and in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, 

the Parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an 

agreement to settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets 

forth the parties‟ understanding and agreement on actions to be 

taken by the parties (the “Settlement Agreement”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, one of the actions to be taken pursuant to  the 

Settlement Agreement is the de-designation of FLRA as conditional 

redeveloper of the East and West Parcels and designation of FLRA 

as conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel only; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on April 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing the de-designation of FLRA as conditional redeveloper 
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of the entirety of Redevelopment Area 5 and designating FLRA as 

conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 

East Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort  

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  

 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as conditional 

redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the East 

Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  

 

WHEREAS, on September 8, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as 

conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 

East Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until October 15, 2011; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, on October 6, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as conditional 

redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the East 

Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until November 10, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, on November 10, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as 

conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 

East Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until December 15, 2011; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 

terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement, including 

amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 and 

the Redevelopment Agreement, additional time is required for the 

Parties to finalize these documents.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that it hereby extends the designation of Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC c/o SJP Residential Properties, whose 

address is 379 Interpace Parkway, Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 as 

conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 

East Parcel located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for the reasons set 

forth herein.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the extension of said Conditional 

Designation is subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. The Conditional Designation is limited to a period from  

     December 15, 2011 until January 19, 2012 at which time  

     it will automatically expire and be of no further force  

     and effect, and the parties will no longer have any  

     obligation to the other, except as to final payment of  

     Borough costs under the Escrow Agreement required  

     herein.  The Borough may, in its sole discretion, extend  

     and re-extend the Conditional Designation provided  

     sufficient progress is being in negotiation of a  

     redevelopment agreement, which determination is at the  

     sole discretion of the Borough and which extension must  

     be in the form of a duly adopted Resolution of the  

     Borough Council. 

 2. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC and the  

  Borough shall negotiate and agree upon the terms and  

          conditions of a redevelopment agreement within the  

          period of the conditional designation, as such period  
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          may be extended by the Borough in its sole discretion.  

3    That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC shall comply  

     with the terms and conditions of the Settlement  

     Agreement. 

4    That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC shall  

     continue to pay any and all costs incurred by the  

     Borough from the date of the initial Conditional  

     Designation (April 15, 2010) to execution of a  

     redevelopment agreement or termination of the  

     redeveloper designation, as set forth in the Escrow  

     Agreement. 

5. That the Escrow Agreement executed by Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC and the Borough shall 

remain in full force and effect and if necessary, shall 

be amended and re-executed by the parties consistent 

with the terms of this Resolution and the Settlement 

Agreement. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon completion of negotiations 

on a redevelopment agreement the Mayor and Borough Council shall 

review and may authorize execution of any and all related 

documents which the Borough Council may consider necessary or 

useful in order to effectuate the completion and implementation of 

the project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 

meeting. 

 

 

R-4 - Approving Developers Agreement With Slumber Inc. (Holiday  

Inn) at 2339 Route 4 East, Block 6354, Lot 7 

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and Councilman 

Pohan chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT  

LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND SLUMBER, INC. (HOLIDAY  

INN) 
   

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Slumber, 

Inc. (Holiday Inn) (the “Developer”), for property located at 

Block 6354, Lot 7 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort 

Lee, also know as 2339 Route 4 East, Fort Lee, New Jersey (the 

“Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 

Developer entering into a Developer‟s Agreement with the Borough 

of Fort Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Developer‟s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney; and 

 

WHEREAS, proof of insurance coverage together with an a 

performance bond must be provided;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 

are hereby authorized to execute the Developer‟s Agreement with 

the Developer.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that proof of insurance coverage and receipt 

of a performance bond must be provided to the satisfaction of the 

Borough Attorney prior to the issuance of a building permit. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously  

 

 

R-5 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

North Central Road, LLC at 2100 North Central Road, Block 6155,  

Lot 1, and Qualifier T01 for Tax Years 2009-2011 

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and Councilman 

Pohan chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, 2100 North Central Road, LLC is the owner and 

taxpayer of property located at 2100 North Central Road, also 

known as Block 6155, Lot 1, and Qualifier T01 (cell tower); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for 2009, 2010 and 

2011 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled 2100 

North Central Road, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is 

presently pending in the Tax Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney, the Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the 

matter be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in the 

best interests of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is  

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled  2100 North Central Road, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so 

that the assessments of $26,457,800 for tax years 2009 through 

2011 will be reduced to $21,000,000; and the 2012 assessment of 

$26,457,800 will be reduced to $19,000,000;  and  
 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-6 – Authorizing Issuance of a Request for Qualifications for 

Rent Leveling Board Attorney 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution which was done on the spot: 

  

       A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF REQUESTS FOR                 

       QUALIFICATIONS FOR LEGAL SERVICES 
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     WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2006, N.J.S.A 19:44A-20.1 et seq., 

commonly known as the “State Pay to Play” law, enacted by  

the New Jersey State Legislature shall become effective; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.3, a municipality may 

not award contracts with a value in excess of $17,500.00 to a 

business entity which has made reportable  contributions in excess 

of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the said municipality‟s political 

parties or to any candidate‟s committee of any person serving in 

an elective public office of the said municipality when such a 

contract was awarded, unless said business entity is awarded a 

contract under a “fair and open process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the  

following: (1) public advertisement of a Request for 

Qualifications (hereinafter the “RFQ”) issued a minimum ten (10) 

calendar days notice prior to the receipt of responses to the RFQ; 

(2) award of contract under a process that provides for public 

solicitation of qualifications; (3) award of contract under 

publicly disclosed criteria established, in writing, by the 

municipality prior to the solicitation of qualifications; and (4) 

the municipality shall publicly open and announce the 

qualifications when awarded; and  

 

 WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(hereinafter the “Borough”) to engage legal professionals and the 

Borough desires to appoint such professionals by a “fair and open 

process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that 

requests a RFQ for professional services for the following 

professional services for the Borough and its agencies are hereby 

authorized: 

 

 1. Rent Leveling Board Attorney 

       

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the RFQ for the professional 

services as set forth hereinabove shall be prepared and published 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. and such RFQ shall 

be evaluated on the basis of the most advantageous RFQ, all 

factors considered, including, but not limited to: (1) experience 

and reputation in the profession; (2) knowledge of the subject 

matter to be addressed under contract; (3) availability to 

accommodate any required meetings of the Borough or Borough 

Agency; (4) and any other factors if demonstrated to be in the 

best interest of the Borough or Borough Agency. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT CONTINUED 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that with reference to a potential dog 

park by the North Bridge complex that he‟s listening to any and 

all comments he has been receiving from the public pro and con 

with regard to the dog park.  Everything is being taken into 

consideration before any final action is decided upon and that if 

a dog park is built he wants it to be the least intrusive that it 

can be upon anyone. 

   

 Mr. Cervieri added that a solution is being worked on that 

will be in the best interests of everyone. 
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 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – stated that he considered Frank Raimondo to be 

a friend.  He was a wonderful guy and a stellar product of the 

Fort Lee school system which included Frank playing on the Fort 

Lee High School State Champion Basketball Team which was followed 

up with a great academic career at Columbia University.  He was a 

teacher, principal and then Assistant Superintendent of the Fort 

Lee school system.  He later joined the family firm of C. Raimondo 

and Sons where he worked with his late brother, Chick and where 

they did so many things for the community that it can‟t even be 

counted.  He will miss Frank very much. 

 

 He mentioned that yesterday there was a groundbreaking 

ceremony for a residential building (Whitehall Towers) which is on 

Central Road.  The project was initially approved by the Planning 

Board in 2003 or 2004.  The project is across the street from 

where Redevelopment Area 5 is going to be built upon.  He said 

having this big construction project starting is a good sign for 

the Borough.  

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – also expressed his condolences to the Raimondo 

family.  Frank was his history teacher in high school.  He was a 

great person and a great mentor.  He will be sorely missed. 

 

 He also expressed his condolences to the family of Richard 

Barone, a former long-time DPW/Park‟s Department worker in the 

Borough, who retired less than a year ago.   

 

 He attended an event at the Fort Lee Historic Park which was 

a review of Bill Miller‟s Riviera. The historic park auditorium 

was almost filled to capacity. The event was run by Tom Meyers and 

the Historical Society.  Tom Austin was also there and he has 

written a book about the Rivera.  The book is available at the 

Fort Lee Museum.   

 

 He wished everyone happy holidays. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – offered his condolences to the Raimondo 

family as well as the family of the high school student who died. 

 

 He wished everyone a happy and healthy holiday season. 

 

 He reminded everyone that the Fort Lee Board of Education is 

offering tours of the schools to show the present disrepair the 

facilities are in.  Tours are being offered on January 4
th 

and 

January 18
th
.  There are also discussions being held on January 3

rd
 

and January 17
th
 by the Board of Educations at the Community 

Center to explain what will be done if the referendum passes.  He 

added that this is a calamity waiting to happen and that the 

School Board Referendum question has to be passed.  Nobody likes 

to spend money in these times, but it‟s absolutely necessary. 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti - wished everyone a happy and health holiday 

season. 

 

 He also sent his condolences to the Raimondo family. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – also offered her condolences to the 

Raimondo family. 
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 She stated that there is a piano duo being held at the Fort 

Lee Library this Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

 

 She announced that there are still flu shots available at the 

Health Department.  Call 201-592-3500 ext 1510 for further 

information. 

 

 She stated that she along with Councilman Sohmer attended a 

seminar that was held by State Senator Loretta Weinberg with 

regard to the storm that occurred in late October.  Municipal 

officials were able to vent their frustrations at PSE&G and the 

Board of Public Utilities for their lack of communication during 

the event.  There is an article in today‟s Record that sums up the 

seminar.   

 

 She mentioned that if people don‟t have computers to see 

what‟s going on during an emergent event that they should call the 

Office of Emergency Management at 201-592-3500 ext 1512. 

 

 She wished everyone a very healthy and happy holiday season. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – stated that he missed the last regular 

meeting and he wanted to offer his colleagues his congratulations 

on their big election victory.  He looks forward to continuing to 

serve with Council Members Pohan and Sargenti along with the Mayor 

for many years to come.  He added that he doesn‟t believes it‟s to 

premature to state that he and Councilman Sohmer plan on running 

for re-election in the June primary.  He thanked the residents for 

re-electing the Mayor and Council Members Pohan and Sargenti.  

They work with their hearts and souls for the benefit of the 

people of Fort Lee. 

 

 He expressed his condolences to the Raimondo family. He left 

this community in a much better place and the things he did will 

be felt for many years to come.  Frank was part of the 1947 State 

Championship Basketball Team which also included Mr. Cervieri‟s 

uncle. 

 

 He also expressed his condolences to the family of Fort Lee 

resident Tom Feely.  He was the principal of J.P. Stephens, which 

the Borough had used over the years as a contractor for the 

maintenance of some of its facilities.  

 

 He stated that the Whitehall project as described by the 

Whitehall representatives is a $70,000,000 project.  It‟s the 

first high rise property built in the Borough in the past twenty 

years.  It‟s probably a precursor for the good things to come for 

the community.  It‟s a smart development in the right place at the 

right economic time. 

 

 He wished everyone a happy, safe and healthy holiday season. 

 

 

Mr. Cohen - stated that Frank Raimondo was a voice of reason for 

him and his wife in helping deal with a disabled child.  He will 

be sorely missed. 

 

 

Mr. Grant – announced that the School Board Referendum is being 

held on Tuesday, January 24
th
 from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  The 

Borough Clerk‟s Office will be open on January 3
rd
 until 9:00 p.m. 

which is the deadline to become a registered voter. 
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Councilman Cervieri – stated that it‟s absolutely amazing to him 

that the Fort Lee teachers and staff are getting such fine results 

while dealing with the ongoing infrastructure challenges.  This 

referendum is much reduced from the previous two failed 

referendums and it‟s much needed for the Borough.  This is not a 

cost or expenditure; it‟s an investment in the community. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – stated that on December 22nd at 8:00 p.m. there 

is a special meeting being held in the Council Chambers which is 

to hold the public hearing for the amended redevelopment plan for 

Redevelopment Area 5 which consists of both the east and west 

parcels.  He encouraged as many as people as possible to attend.  

It‟s the first of many more steps with regard to Redevelopment 

Area 5, but it‟s and indispensible step in order to get to the 

next phase of the development of the property which is to have the 

plans presented before the Planning Board. 

 

 He also thanked all the Borough employees who helped make the 

tree lighting such a success.  He also thanked his law partner 

Marc Macri, Brian Radoian and the Cafasso family for their 

efforts. 

 

 He thanked all the residents for their support and he 

believes serving as Mayor is the greatest privilege that can be 

and has been bestowed upon him.  In exchange for the privilege he 

pledged that he will work as hard, ethically and zealously on the 

resident‟s behalf. 

 

 He wished everyone a healthy and happy holiday season. 

 

  

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the meeting moved into public participation. 

 

Speaker     Subject     Response 

 

Carol Simon           .Removal of Skateboard      Mayor Sokolich 

1530 Palisade Ave.      Park and Request to       Mr. Cervieri 

                        Replace it at Another     Ms. Thomas 

                        Borough Location 

 

Paul Menico           .Towing of Vehicle by       Mayor Sokolich 

1094 Abbott Blvd.       His House                 Mr. Cervieri 

                                                  Mr. Pohan 

 

 

 There being no further discussion on motion by Councilman 

Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman Kasofsky, and there being no 

further discussion, the meeting was recessed until January 5, 2012 

at 6:00 p.m. and carried at 9:05 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                           Thursday, November 10, 2011 @7:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Kasofsky 

 

 ABSENT:  Council Members Sargenti, Cervieri 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

3.  On November 1, 2011, a copy of said change in schedule 

meeting time was posted at 309 Main Street and a copy of said 

schedule change was also mailed to all persons listed in #2 above. 

 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich extended his gratitude to the Fort Lee 

community for re-electing him as Mayor.  He stated it‘s an 

absolute honor and privilege to sit in the Mayor‘s seat and 

represent the community he was born and raised in.  It‘s one of 

the most important responsibilities he has ever had including 

being a husband and a father.  He promised he will continue to 

devote tireless efforts in making Fort Lee the best place it can 

possibly be. 

 

 He stated that tonight‘s Police Department Merit Board 

ceremony gives the Fort Lee Police Department and Police Chief an 

opportunity to recognize the brave men and women of the department 

and others who have performed valiantly over the last year.  He 

has overheard over the years that the Fort Lee is the envy of 

many, many communities and one of the reasons is the performance 

of the police department. 
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PRESENTATION 

 

PR-1 – Police Department Merit Board Award Ceremony 

Chief Ripoli welcomed everyone to the Fort Lee Police 

Department‘s eighth annual Merit Board ceremony.  He believes it‘s 

an important event due to the fact that it‘s a morale booster for 

the rank and file members of the Police Department and it enables 

the public to see the heroic deeds the Fort Lee Police Officers 

are performing.  He thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing the 

ceremony to be held during its public meeting.  He also thanked 

Lt. Thomas Ottina and the rest of the Merit Board members for all 

of their help.   

 

 He stated that tomorrow is Veteran‘s Day.  He thanked all the 

veterans who are now serving in the armed forces throughout the 

world.  He asked everyone to remember the men and women who are 

serving the country.   

 

 He will be giving out some special awards and then turning 

over the ceremony to Lt. Ottina.  

 

He stated that the Fort Lee Police Department is considered 

to be the one of the ―best in the State of New Jersey‖ and after 

hearing tonight of the police officers heroic actions, 

investigative work and service to the community he believes 

everyone will agree.  

 

The Merit Board Award‘s Ceremony brochure is available in the 

Office of the Borough Clerk and is part of the meeting minutes 

folder. 

 

Chief Ripoli presented Chief’s Plaques to various Borough 

Department Heads.  He stated that the Police Department and 

various Borough Departments cross paths daily, weekly and monthly. 

Their support, cooperation and professionalism assist the Police 

Department and make the Borough a safe place to live and work.   

 

Plaques were presented to the following people listed below: 

 

     Parking Authority – Kay Nest, Gloria Gallo and Patricia  

      Rumi 

Building Department - Brian Ribarro 

     Communications Repair – Donald Sauvageot 

Cultural/Heritage Affairs – Thomas Meyers 

     DPW – Anthony Lione 

     DPW/General Services – Michael Maresca 

     EMS – Paul Favia 

     Ambulance Corps – Cathi Goldfischer 

     Fire Prevention – Steve Curry 

     Health Department – Stephen Wielkocz 

     Payroll – Joan Brodeur 

     Data Processing/Tax Collector – Joseph Iannaconi, Jr. 

     Community Center – Cheryl Westeyn 

     Senior Center – Barbara Wyman 

     OEM – Stephen Ferraro, Arlene Hoffman and Cathy Umrichin 

     Fire Department - Chief Jeff Silver, Deputy Chief Keith  

      Sabatino and Battalion Chief Mark Sulcov 

     Mayor‘s Administrative Secretary – Maryanne Leodori 

     Administrators Administrative Secretary – Fran Weissman 

     Radio Repairs/Parks – Andrea Hersh 

     DPW – John Sutera 

     Vehicle Repair – Paul DePalma, Dennis Guglielmi, Jeff Burke  

      and Jeff Schrecengost 
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Editor‘s Note: Not All of the People Listed Above Attended  

      Tonight‘s Ceremony 

  

 Chief Ripoli presented a Chief’s Plaque to all of the 

following civilians who work in the Police Department.  He stated 

that this includes secretaries, communications personnel, 

maintenance workers and computer technicians. 

 

 *Rosalie Ludolph, *Jean Sweeney, *Kathy Patrick, *William 

Zdanowski, *Elizabeth Connell, *Melissa Cuello, *Felicia Quevedo, 

Karen Lione, John Mugan, Paul Voss, Ronald Bisig, *Donna Iafelice, 

Leslie Huber, Gary Krautman, *John Ennis, Stephen Mackenzie, 

Barbara Sakowicz, *Michael Woods, Diran Jebejian, *Liana 

Palladino, *John Klein and *Marvin Cha. 

 

* Indicated Present at Tonight’s Ceremony 

 

Chief Ripoli presented a Chief’s Plaque to the following 

Borough Veterans who are currently employed by the Borough.  He 

stated that in the past the Fort Lee Police Department and the 

Chief‘s Office have honored World Ware II Veterans who contributed 

to the Borough of Fort Lee such as late Mayors Jack Alter and 

Richard Nest, Lee Cohen‘s father, Herb, Morris Ginsberg.  Last 

year all active Fort Lee police officers were honored who served 

in the military.  This year all Borough workers who served in the 

military are being honored as well as their commitment to the 

community. 

 

    *Peter Hammer – Building Department – Army 

    *Richard Simmons – DPW – Army 

    *Robert Perelli – Building Department – Air Force 

 Anthony J. Lione – DPW – Marines 

     Ron Bisig – Communications Department – Marines 

     Jose Martinez – DPW – Army 

     Don Sauvageot – Communications Repair – Marines  

 

    * Indicated Present at Tonight’s Ceremony 

 

 

Special Awards 

 

 Chief Ripoli gave out two special awards to Det. Vincent Buda 

and Det. Howard Ginsberg. 

 

Det. Ginsberg received an award for the work he has done on 

the Merit Board since its inception in 2004.  His work as Merit 

Board Secretary have greatly contributed to the Merit Board‘s 

success. 

 

Det. Buda received an award for the work he has done with the 

DARE program which he has been involved with since 1991.  Since 

that time many officers have gone through the DARE program but no 

one has been involved longer than Det. Buda.  He‘s the longest 

tenured DARE officer in the State of New Jersey and DARE has 

acknowledged Det. Buda with a certificate and twenty year pin for 

his accomplishments. 

  

 

Police Chief’s Award 

 

 Chief Ripoli stated that he created this award several years 

ago to recognize officers for their outstanding contributions to  
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the Fort Lee Police Department.  He read short biographies of the 

officers receiving awards tonight.  He handed out the Police 

Chief‘s award to Capt. Roy Bortolus, Lt. Stanley Zon, Det. Frank 

Pantaleo, Det. Matthew Traiger, P.O. Nick Orta and P.O. Pedro 

Morey. 

 

 

MERIT BOARD CEREMONY CONTINUED 

 

 Lt. Ottina thanked the Mayor and Council for letting the 

Merit Board make their presentation publicly.  He also thanked 

Chief Ripoli and the administrative staff for their support as 

well as all of the Merit Board members.  

 

 He briefly explained how and why the awards being presented 

tonight are given out.  It honors the special incidents that the 

officers have gone through.  It acknowledges their dedication of 

the preservation of life as well as protection, valor and bravery. 

 

Investigation Award 

 

 Lt. Ottina presented the first ever Detective/Investigative 

Awards to Sgt. Kenneth Porrino, Sgt. Leonard Cotrell, Det. Howard 

Ginsberg, Det. Phillip Ross, Det. James Hunt, Det. Robert Eager, 

Det. Alejandro Lorenzo, Det. Douglas Cabler, Det. Jaime Cuevas, 

Det. Edward Young and Det. Michele Morgenstern for their work in 

making an arrest of a suspect who committed numerous burglaries 

throughout the Borough and who was also a suspect for numerous 

burglaries in Bergen and Hudson Counties. 

 

 He noted that Det. Michele Morgenstern is attending a police 

conference and was unable to attend tonight‘s ceremony.  

 

 

Letter of Service 

 

 Lt. Ottina presented a Letter of Service Award to P.O. Thomas 

Ripoli, Jr. for his efforts on September 8, 2011 in arresting a 

male suspect with regard to improper criminal sexual conduct. 

 

 

Meritorious Service Medal 

 

Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to Det. 

Robert Eager for his efforts in November 2010 leading to the 

arrest of a doctor in writing illegal prescriptions for a 

controlled dangerous substance. 

 

 

Meritorious Service Medal 

 

Lt. Ottina presented a second Investigate Award to Det/Sgt. 

Kenneth Porrino and a Meritorious Service Medal to Det. Alejandro 

Lorenzo for their efforts on March 26, 2011 in capturing a suspect 

with regard to two counts of aggravated assault and possession of 

a weapon.  The suspect made a full confession to his crimes. 

 

 

Meritorious Service Unit Medal 

 

Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to Lt. 

Stanley Zon, Det. Robert Tilton and Police Officers Brett Howard, 

Bryan Drumgoole, Christina Blue and Brian Cullen for their efforts  
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on April 2, 2011 in capturing three burglars who had driven off in 

a van.  The three suspects arrested eventually had their charges  

later upgraded to robbery.  The three suspects also had numerous 

arrest warrants in various jurisdictions. 

 

 

Meritorious Service Medal 

 

Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to Det. 

Howard Ginsberg for his efforts in November 2010 leading to the 

arrest of a suspect who had stolen a laptop computer from the Fort 

Lee Public Library.  In addition the suspect had also stolen a GPS 

system out of a resident‘s home on John Street. 

 

 

Life Saving Award 

 

Lt. Ottina presented the Life Saving Citation to Police 

Officer Antonio Hernandez who helped save the life of a male in 

the parking lot at 2000 Linwood Avenue who was in respiratory 

distress and going into cardiac arrest.  A short-time later EMS 

Supervisor Paul Favia arrived and assisted Officer Hernandez.  

Shortly thereafter the victim started breathing on his own.  

Family members of the victim were present during the event. 

 

 

Civilian Appreciation Award 

 

 Lt. Ottina presented the Civilian Appreciation Citation to 

Carmelo Barila for his decisive actions on April 25, 2011 

concerning the welfare of an elderly neighbor who was not 

answering her door.  Mr. Barilla called the Police Department who 

entered through a rear bathroom window and found the victim on the 

floor of her home.  The victim who had fallen to the floor had 

spent most of the weekend unable to get up. The Police Department 

treated the victim and she was transported to Holy Name Hospital. 

 

 

Civilian Appreciation Award 

 

Lt. Ottina presented the Civilian Citation Award to Karen 

Pointer for her keen observations and actions on December 22, 2010 

with regard to identifying the license plate of a van with two 

male suspects who had broken into a home on Hillcrest Avenue and 

stolen a safe which Mrs. Pointer observed had fallen out of the 

van.   

 

 

Civilian Appreciation Award 

 

Lt. Ottina presented a 2011 Civilian Citation Award to Dean 

Wright (Unable to Attend Tonight‘s Ceremony) and recognized 

Englewood Cliffs Police Chief Michael Cioffe for their efforts on 

June 6, 2011 in identifying and capturing in total three suspects 

who were part of a group involved in handing out counterfeit one 

hundred dollar bills by the Fort Lee Bagel Store.  Chief Cioffe 

along with Mr. Wright captured one suspect behind the bagel store. 

In addition during the subsequent investigation of the suspects 

twenty seven additional counterfeited bills were seized.   
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Meritorious Service Medal 

 

Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to Police 

Officer Dennis Pathos for his efforts on November 3, 2011 leading 

to the arrest of two suspects who had burglarized a home on 

Riverdale Drive.  All of the victim‘s jewelry plus evidence the 

suspect had thrown away was recovered in a dumpster on Slocum Way. 

 

 

Meritorious Service Unit Medal 

 

 Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to Sgt. 

Cottrell and Police Officers Dennis Conway and Mark Radoian for 

their efforts on September 14, 2011 with regard to capturing 

suspects who had been involved in more than forty car burglaries 

which had resulted in extensive property damage and the loss of 

thousands of dollars in stolen property.   A pursuit pursued on 

Route 4 West and ended on the intersection of Saddle River Road 

and Northern Boulevard in Fair Lawn where the suspects were 

arrested. 

 

 

Life Saving Award 

 

Lt. Ottina presented the Life Saving Citation to current Sgt. 

Matthew Hintze and Police Officer Vassillios Triantafillou for 

their efforts on January 16, 2011 helping a victim who had been 

choking on a piece of meat.  Officer Triantafillou performed the 

Heimlich maneuver and after lying the victim on the ground Sgt. 

Hintze inserted an oral airway at which time the victim reacted 

with a cough and after a few moments began to breathe on his own. 

 

 

Meritorious Service Medal 

 

Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to Police 

Officers Cory Horton and Jay Makroulakis for their efforts on 

April 26, 2011 leading to the arrest of a suspect who had taken a 

cash register from the Fort Lee Bagel store.  A scuffle ensued 

between the suspect and the officers as the officers attempted to 

subdue the suspect.  The suspect‘s vehicle had also been reported 

stolen earlier in the day.  The suspect had an extensive criminal 

history and had been an escapee from Northern State Prison in 

Newark since January 2011. 

 

Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess at this point in the 

meeting. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the meeting was recessed for a short break at 8:20 p.m. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the meeting was reconvened at 8:32 p.m. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 11, 2011 

Executive Session were approved. 
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On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 15, 2011 

Regular Meeting were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 22, 2011 

Executive Session were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 6, 2011 

Executive Session were approved. 

 

    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2011-19 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  

Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 343 Tremont Avenue    

  

 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2011-19 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,‖ was introduced and passed on 

first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 15, 

2011. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-20 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I, 

No Parking by Deleting (a) Briar Way, East Side 

  

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan,  

and carried, Ord. #2011-20 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEUDLE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE, ENTITLED ―NO PARKING‖ ON BRIAR WAY,‖ was introduced and 

passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 15, 

2011. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-21 - Bond Ordinance for Various Capital  

Improvements Appropriating $375,000.00 and Authorizing the  

Issuance of $356,250 Bond or Notes 

  

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

and carried, Ord. #2011-21 entitled, ―BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 

VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE 

COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT 

OF $375,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $356,250 

BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 

THEREOF,‖ was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

December 15, 2011. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti 
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Ordinance #2011-22 - Amending Chapter 372 Taxicabs and 

Limousines, Article 1, Taxicabs 

  

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

and carried, Ord. #2011-22 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 372 TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE 1, TAXICABS OF THE 

REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,‖ was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 15, 

2011. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-23 - Amending Chapter 289, Section 36B, Schedule 

I, to Include All Streets Located Within the Borough as Part of 

the Residential Permit Zone   

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

and carried, Ord. #2011-23 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING 

LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING OF 

THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,‖ was introduced and passed on 

first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 15, 

2011. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-24 - Amending Chapter 410 Zoning, Section 49, 

General Regulations, Article  XII, Signage and Façades 410-51 

Rules and Regulations 

 

Mayor Sokolich explained why the ordinance is being amended. 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2011-24 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 410 ‗ZONING‘ SECTION 410-49 

GENERAL REGULATIONS OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH FORT LEE,‖ was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 15, 

2011. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Ordinance #2011-18 – Refunding Bond Ordinance of Certain 2004 

General Obligation Bonds - $7,500,000.00  

 

 Mayor Sokolich explained why the Borough was refinancing part 

of its overall debt.  The refinancing saves the Borough money over 

the long haul. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 

and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2011-

18 entitled, ―REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING OF 

ALL OR A PORTION OF CERTAIN GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2004  
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OF THE BOROUGH APPROPRIATING $7,500,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING 

THE ISSUANCE BY THE BOROUGH OF REFUNDING BONDS IN THE AGGREGATE 

PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF NOT EXCEEDING $7,500,000 FOR FINANCING THE 

COST THEREOF.‖ 

 

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked for an explanation of 

the Ordinance. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that it‘s not new debt, but it‘s a 

restructuring of old debt. 

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 

public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

Current                                 $16,283,023.81 

Capital                                          127,980.69 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                       3,100,00.00 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,858.27 

Trip Admissions                                   11,725.00 

Wedding Fees                                         374.74 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                        167,413.64 

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                           5,839.50 

Redemption Account                               213,332.51 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                  3,880.00 

Police Treasury                                         n/a 

Police Justice                                          n/a  

Flexible Spending                                  7,032.84 

 

Total:                                       $19,925,594.00 
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CA-2 - Approving Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Andrew 

Fein for Fire Company #3 

 

 The junior auxiliary firefighter application for Andrew Fein 

for Fire Company #2 was approved. 

 

The auxiliary firefighter applications for Zachary Scriever 

for Fire Company #1 and Michael Kelly for Fire Company #4 were 

also approved. 

 

 

CA-3 - Approving Title Change for Jeanne Sweeney from Principal          

Clerk Typist to Keyboarding Clerk 4 of the Police Department as  

Determined by the State of New Jersey Civil Service Commission – 

7% Salary Increase to $62,115.00 Annually 

 

WHEREAS, Jean Sweeney, Principal Clerk Typist (Keyboarding 

Clerk 3), of the Police Department, based on the New Jersey Civil 

Service Commission‘s determination on her duties will be promoted 

from her existing title.    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Jean Sweeney will now assume the title 

of Keyboarding Clerk 4, with a 7% salary increase, effective 

retroactively to July 30, 2011.   

  

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New  

Jersey for Period Covering July 1, 2011 Through September 30, 2011 

- $1,550.00 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 

authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 

America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  

amount of $1,550.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 

for the period covering July 1, 2011 through September  30, 2011. 

Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 

Human Services; and 

 

01-2887 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there were no Civil Unions during 

the aforementioned time period. 

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Amendment to the Borough’s Personnel Policies  

and Procedures Manual With Regard to Short Term Disability  

Insurance – Section N. 4-26 

 

   A RESOLUTION REGARDING AMENDING THE REVISED  

        PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL OF THE  

        BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that there is a need for 

personnel policies and procedures to ensure that current and 

prospective employees are treated in a manner consistent with all 

state and federal laws and regulations; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary from time to time to revise the 

Manual for the purpose of improving operations or conforming to 

new regulations and/or procedures; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and the Labor Attorney 

have recently revised the Manual for the purpose described herein, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, hereby amends the revised Personnel Policies 

and Procedures Manual prepared by the Borough Administrator and 

Labor Attorney as set forth in the Personnel Policies and 

Procedures Manual Borough of Fort Lee so as to amend Section N. 

Disability page 4-26 so as to state that ―The Borough provides a 

Short-Term Disability insurance plan for all full-time employees 

through a payroll deduction.‖ 

  

 

CA-6 - Approving Liquor License for Mac-On Inc. for 2011-2012  

(Pocket License) 

 

WHEREAS, on October 7 2011 a Special Ruling was granted from 

the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 

to permit consideration of a liquor license renewal for one (1) 

plenary retail consumption license for the period of two years for 

2011-2012 and 2012-2013; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the renewal application for 2011-2012 has been filed 

in the Borough Clerk‘s Office in a timely manner, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive (pocket) 

license shall be renewed for the licensing year 2011-2012. 

 

 Liquor License # Licensee 

 

1. 0219-33-040-009     Mac On Inc. 
 

 

CA-7 -  Approving Place-to-Place Liquor License Transfer 

(Expansion of Premises) for Brown Wine Bar LLC, d/b/a JD’s Steak 

Pit at 124 Main Street 

 

     WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Brown Wine Bar LLC 

for a place-to-place transfer (Expansion of Premises) of Plenary 

Retail Consumption license number 0219-33-052-007, located at 124 

Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the applicant has 

complied with N.J.S.A. Title 33, and the license has been properly 

renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building 

Sub-Code Official and the Fire Official, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve, effective November 10, 

2011, the place to place transfer (Expansion of Premises) of the 

aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption license, to include the 

premises located at 124 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 

 

 

CA-8 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  

Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional  

Appraisal Services for Property Located at 1630 Bergen Boulevard 

Block 3554, Lot 1 - $2,500.00 
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  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

  THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖) awarded a contract to Robert 

McNerney of McNerney Associates (―McNerney‖) as a licensed 

appraiser to provide professional appraisal services related to 

complaints filed with the Tax Court challenging the Borough‘s 

total assessment for individual properties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 1630 Bergen 

Boulevard in the Borough filed a complaint with the Tax Court 

challenging the Borough‘s total assessment for the property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the property located at 1630 Bergen Boulevard, also known as 

Block 3554, Lot 1 on the tax map of the Borough (―Property‖), 

there exists a need for McNerney to perform such appraisal in 

accordance with its proposal, dated October 26, 2011, attached 

hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

McNerney to perform such professional appraisal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney completed and submitted at least ten (10) days prior 

to the award of the contract for professional services a Political 

Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business 

Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made 

any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee 

in the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from 

making any reportable contributions through the term of the 

contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification submitted by McNerney 

have been placed and maintained on file at the office of the  
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Borough Clerk;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 

are available for these purposes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the Property in the Borough is in the 

best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New 

Jersey 07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional appraisal services related to the preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the property located at 1630 Bergen 

Boulevard in the Borough at a cost of $2,500, in accordance with 

its proposal, dated October 26, 2011, attached hereto and made a 

part hereof. 

 

 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 
 

CA-9 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications  

and Advertise for Bids for Five Police Motorcycles 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 

directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

     .Purchase of Five (5) Police Motorcycles  

 

 

CA-10 - Approving Transfer of Babe’s Taxi (Three Corp. Licenses) 

to Konstantinos Staikos d/b/a Hudson Cab LLC, GNG Car Service LLC 

and Babes Taxi LLC at 185 Bridge Plaza South, Suite 200  

 

WHEREAS currently there are three licensed taxi companies  

East Coast Car Corp., 640 Car Corp, and Bridge Corp all d/b/a  

Babe‘s Taxi at 185 Bridge Plaza North, Suite 200; and 
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WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Konstantinos  

Staikos, 17 Emerson Road, Morris Plains, New Jersey 07950 to 

purchase the existing three taxi companies listed above; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the current licensed owners of the three (3) taxi 

companies Phyllis Carlone and Carol Verlini have consented that 

their taxi businesses be sold to Mr. Staikos; and 

 

 WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only eight (8) taxi 

companies can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently 

there are eight (8) taxi businesses operating; and 

 

 WHEREAS, East Coast Car Corp, 640 Car Corp. and Bridge Corp 

will be eliminated and replaced with Hudson Cab LLC, Babes Taxi LLC 

and GNG Car Service LLC keeping the allowable amount of taxi 

licenses at eight (8); and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Staikos (the applicant) has been reviewed and 

approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 

applicable transfer fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized 

and directed to issue a taxi business owner's license to 

Konstantinos Staikos d/b/a Hudson Cab LLC, Babes Taxi LLC and GNG 

Car Service LLC. for the operation of taxi services from 185 Bridge 

Plaza North, Suite 200, to include parking of vehicle(s) in the 

Municipal Lot. 

 

 

CA-11 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Design Proposal,  

South Hackensack, New Jersey, for Borough-Wide Handicap Ramp 

Improvements at Various Locations - Fee Not to Exceed $8,000.00   

 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

        PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(―Borough‖) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 

perform design services with regard to the installation of 

American Disability Act (―ADA‖)-compliant handicap ramps at 

various locations throughout the Borough as recommended by the 

Borough‘s Department of Public Works; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the project to install of ADA-compliant handicap 

ramps in the Borough is funded by Bergen County Community 

Development; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell McClave Engineering (―Boswell‖) to perform engineering  
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design services only in accordance with its proposal, dated 

October 25, 2011, (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 

services related to the design of ADA-compliant handicap ramps in 

the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 

performed by Boswell for a lump sum fee of $8,000.00, and the 

contract for such professional engineering services is awarded 

pursuant to a ―fair and open‖ process in accordance with the New 

Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering services for the provision of design of 

ADA-compliant handicap ramps in the Borough is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

professional engineering services related to the provision of 

design of ADA-compliant handicap ramps in the Borough, in 

accordance with its proposal, dated October 25, 2011, attached 

hereto and made a part hereof, for a lump sum of $8,000.00, and 

the terms and provisions of the agreement by and between Boswell 

and the Borough, dated as of January 1, 2011, for services as the 

Borough Engineer. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
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 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-12 - Awarding Contract to GTBM Inc., East Rutherford, New 

Jersey for a Electronic Ticketing System for the Police Department 

Forty (40) Licenses - $52,850 Plus Ticket Fees 

 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO GTBM INC.FOR INFO- 

   COP™ E-TICKETING TURNKEY SYSTEM  

 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution duly 

adopted by the Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖), the Borough 

awarded a contract to GTBM, Inc. on a trial basis for the 

acquisition of an electronic ticketing system for use by the Fort 

Lee Police Department (―FLPD‖) in the performance of its 

responsibilities to protect and serve the citizens of the Borough; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the FLPD purchased six licenses from GTBM, Inc. in 

order to determine the compatibility and effectiveness of the GTBM 

Info-Cop E-Ticketing System, with an option to purchase additional 

licenses should it be determined that the e-ticketing system meets 

the needs of the FLPD; and 

 

WHEREAS, at the conclusion of the three month trial period, 

the Chief of the FLPD reported that the electronic ticketing 

system was both effective and reliable, had not received any 

complaints regarding hardware malfunctions, and that the Fort Lee 

Court Administrator had not experienced any problems with the 

system; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for the acquisition of an 

electronic ticketing system for use by the FLPD in the performance 

of its responsibilities to protect and serve the citizens of the 

Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough, based upon 

the recommendation of the Chief of the FLPD, wish to award a 

contract for the provision of an electronic ticketing system; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough solicited, pursuant to the Local Public 

Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received quotations 

for the provision of an electronic ticketing system and related 

technical consulting services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5, authorizes that the provision of goods or 

performance of services involving proprietary computer hardware 

and software may be negotiated and awarded by resolution of a 

public entity without public advertising and bidding; and 

 

WHEREAS, GTBM, Inc.‘s proposal, dated January 3, 2011, 

outlined the proprietary hardware and software to be provided, and 

the technical consulting services to be performed for the Borough; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the purchase of the initial six licenses for the 

GTBM Info-Cop E-Ticketing System and recommended purchase of a 

total of forty licenses are through the use of funds from the  
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FLPD‘s confiscated property account; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of an 

electronic ticketing system for use by the FLPD is in the best 

interests of the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That GTBM, Inc., 351 Paterson Avenue, East Rutherford, 

New Jersey 07073 shall be and is hereby awarded a contract for the 

provision of a total of forty licenses for the FLPD to utilize GTBM 

Info-Cop E-Ticketing System and related technical consulting 

services in accordance with its proposal, dated January 3, 2011, 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and 

contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 

satisfactory to the Borough. 

 

 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive 

bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, 

specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5, because the contract entails the 

provision of goods or performance of services involving 

proprietary computer hardware and software, and the Borough has 

obtained competitive quotations for the goods or services. 

 

 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough and GTBM, Inc., providing 

for the utilization of the GTBM Info-Cop E-Ticketing System and 

related technical consulting services in accordance with its 

proposal, dated January 3, 2011, in the amount of $52,850.00 plus 

ticket fees, and further memorializing the scope of work and such 

other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for the project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 

contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 

Clerk‘s office. 

 

  

CA-13 - Accepting the Dedication of Crescent Court as a Borough  

Street   

 

  A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE DEDICATION OF CRESCENT  

  COURT AS A BOROUGH STREET  

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee 

adopted a resolution approving a development by 1157 Crescent Way, 

LLC, a New Jersey Limited Liability Company (the ―Developer‖) for 

property located in Block 1402, Lots 1-5, 7-11 on the official tax 

maps of the Borough of Fort Lee, also known as 1157 Crescent Way, 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, 

including provision for the construction of a public street; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Developer‘s Agreement, performance guarantees, 

insurance certificate and irrevocable letter of credit were 

prepared and executed between the Borough of Fort Lee (the 

―Borough‖) and 1157 Crescent Way, LLC on September 19, 2006; and  
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WHEREAS, certain improvements identified as Crescent Court 

are shown on a map prepared by John E. Collazuol & Associates, PE 

& LS dated May 23, 2011 entitled ―ROW Dedication‖ and referencing 

the subdivision map prepared by John E Collazuol & Associates, 

entitled, ―Final Plat Riverview Estates‖ filed in the Bergen 

County Clerk‘s Office on December 26, 2006 as Map No. 9460; and 

 

WHEREAS, a final inspection was conducted by the Borough 

Department of Public Works and the Borough Engineer in September 

2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has provided final approval and 

determined that the aforementioned improvements may be accepted by 

the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough will provide for the maintenance and 

repair of the paved/traveled way and any sanitary sewer and 

stormwater infrastructure contained therein, but the 

responsibility of maintaining and repairing and/or replacement 

curbs and sidewalks remains with the adjacent property owner; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53.j, the Borough of 

Fort Lee may accept dedication for public use of streets or roads 

and any other improvements made thereon after inspection and final 

approval by the Borough Engineer, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 

are hereby authorized to accept Crescent Court as a Borough 

Street.  

 
 

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to 

CA-8, CA-12 and CA-13. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich responded to CA-8.  Messrs. Goldberg, 

Sokolich, Sohmer and Ms. Thomas replied to CA-12 and Messrs. 

Sokolich and Pohan spoke to CA-13. 

  

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 - Authorizing a 5th Amendment to the Settlement Agreement   

With FLRA and Tucker Extending the Time Period for Adoption of 

Amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5  

  

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A FIFTH AMENDMENT TO 

THE SETTLEMENT AND ESCROW AGREEMENT BY AND AMONG THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE (THE “BOROUGH”), TDC FORT LEE, LLC AND TUCKER DEVELOPMENT 

AND ACQUISITION FUND, L.P. (“TUCKER”) AND FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT 

ASSOCIATES, LLC (“FLRA”) DATED APRIL 15, 2011 REGARDING 

REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW 

JERSEY 
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WHEREAS, the Parties entered into a Settlement and Escrow 

Agreement (the ―Agreement‖) on April 14, 2011; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Section 1.iv. of the Agreement includes a condition 

that within sixty (60) days of the designations of Tucker as 

conditional redeveloper of the West Parcel and of FLRA as 

conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel, the Borough shall 

adopt amendments to the redevelopment plan for Redevelopment Area 

5 (the ―Redevelopment Plan‖) incorporating the Additional Terms 

and Conditions in Section 2 of this Agreement set forth 

hereinafter, which amended Redevelopment Plan shall also contain a 

provision that prior to submission of any application to the 

Borough Planning Board for development approvals, FLRA or Tucker, 

individually as the case may be, must have entered into a fully 

executed redevelopment agreement with the Borough pursuant to 

Sections 3 and 4 of this Agreement, as the case may be.  The 

Parties shall not execute any redevelopment agreements until the 

process to amend the Redevelopment Plan has been completed; and  

WHEREAS, on June 10, 2011, the Parties entered into an 

Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending the 

timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the Redevelopment 

Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 from sixty (60) days to ninety (90) 

days; and  

 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Parties entered into a Second 

Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending the 

timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the Redevelopment 

Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional sixty (60) days 

until September 15, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2011, the Parties entered into a 

Third Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 

the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 

thirty (30) days until October 15, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2011, the Parties entered into a 

Third Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 

the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 

thirty (30) days until November 10, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, Sections 3 and 4 of the Agreement includes a 

condition that the Borough, FLRA and Tucker shall employ their 

best efforts to negotiate and execute the respective redevelopment 

agreements within ninety (90) days of the respective designations 

of Tucker and FLRA as conditional redevelopers by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 

terms and conditions of the Agreement, including those contained 

in Sections 1.iv., 3 and 4 of the Agreement, additional time is 

required for the Borough to adopt amendments to the redevelopment 

plan for Redevelopment Area 5 and negotiate and execute 

redevelopment agreements with FLRA and Tucker,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that it hereby approves and authorizes the execution, by 

the appropriate Borough officials, of a Fifth Amendment to the 

Settlement and Escrow Agreement, for a further extension of the 

timeframe set forth in Sections 1.iv., 3 and 4 of the Settlement 

and Escrow Agreement for an additional period, which will expire 

on December 15, 2011. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Fifth Amendment shall be in 

the form similar to that attached hereto, subject to the execution 

of such amendment by the others parties. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

  

R-2 - Authorizing the Extending the Conditional Designation of  

Tucker as Redeveloper for the West Parcel (If Needed) 

 

 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

EXTENDING THE DESIGNATION OF TUCKER DEVELOPMENT AND ACQUISITION 

FUND, L.P. AND TDC FORT LEE, LLC AS CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER OF 

BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.01, ALSO KNOWN AS THE WEST PARCEL, LOCATED IN 

REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the ―Borough‖), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 

Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the ―LRHL‖), 

did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of 

Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need 

of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 

border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 

Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 

Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 

Avenue; and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 

Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 

for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of 

the Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 

Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 

Redevelopment Area 5 , the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort 

Lee approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots 

for financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington 

Way (hereafter referred to as the ―East Parcel‖) and constituting 

Block 4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the 

second parcel (hereafter referred to as the ―West Parcel‖) 

constituting Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 

redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for 

both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 

these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 

East and West Parcels; and 
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WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 

of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (―RFQ/P‖), which RFQ/P 

was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 

submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 

to July 31, 2009; and  

 

WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 

to the RFQ/P from: 

 The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East 

and West Parcels 

 Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 

 Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East 

Parcel 

 Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for 

West Parcel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough retained professionals in the areas of 

law, planning, finance and engineering to review the proposals and 

these professionals met with each proposer and also requested 

additional information from each of the proposers as a result 

thereof; and  

 

WHEREAS, each of the proposers, other than The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., provided supplemental 

information in response to the Borough‘s questions and requests 

for additional information;  and 

 

WHEREAS, at the invitation of the Borough, each proposer made 

a public presentation regarding its proposal in December 2009, and 

entertained questions and answers posed by members of the public 

and the Governing Body; and 

 

WHEREAS, on December 28, 2009, the Borough held an additional 

public comment meeting to hear public comments on all four 

proposals and the presentations made by each proposer; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough met individually with: Amerea 

Development, LLC; Fort Lee Redevelopment Associate, LLC; and 

Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. to review and 

discuss their respective proposals and supplemental information 

submitted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough did not meet individually with The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., due to their refusal to 

consider changes to their proposal requested by the Borough to 

more closely follow the requirements in the RFQ/P; and  

 

 WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 

the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 

response to the Borough‘s requests for such information, review of 

the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 

public comments provided at each public presentation and 

subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 

individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 

with its entire professional team, including final reports from 

its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 

Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 

conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a  
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mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set 

forth in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2010 and on December 9, 2010, the 

Borough extended the designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 

Associates, LLC as conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 

located in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey for a mixed use smart growth project subject to the 

conditions set forth in the resolutions adopted by the Borough 

Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 

multiple issues (the ―Redevelopment Litigation‖); and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA‘s motion for summary judgment on counts six 

through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 

Borough‘s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  

  

WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee, Docket #BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public 

Records Act, N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings 

Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to 

public records (the ―OPRA Litigation‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the ―Parties‖) have been 

involved in active negotiations to settle the Redevelopment 

Litigation and the OPRA Litigation (collectively, the 

―Litigation‖) and in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, 

the Parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an 

agreement to settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets 

forth the parties‘ understanding and agreement on actions to be 

taken by the parties (the ―Settlement Agreement‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, one of the actions to be taken pursuant to  the 

Settlement Agreement is the designation of Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 

redeveloper of the West Parcel only; and 

 

  WHEREAS, on April 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing the designation of Tucker Development and Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC, 799 Central Avenue, Suite 300, 

Highland Park, IL, as conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 

1.01, also known as the West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 

5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey; and  

 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker Development 

and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 

redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West 

Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  

 

WHEREAS, on September 8, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker 

Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as  
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conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 

West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until October 15, 2011; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, on October 6, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker Development 

and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 

redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West 

Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until November 10, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 

terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement, including 

amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 and 

the Redevelopment Agreement, additional time is required for the 

Parties to finalize these documents.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council, that it hereby extends the designation of Tucker 

Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC, 799 

Central Avenue, Suite 300, Highland Park, IL, as conditional 

redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West Parcel, 

located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 

of Bergen, State of New Jersey for the reasons set forth herein.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the extension of said Conditional 

Designation is subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. The Conditional Designation is limited to a period from 

November 10, 2011 until December 15, 2011 at which time 

it will automatically expire and be of no further force 

and effect, and the parties will no longer have any 

obligation to the other, except as to final payment of 

Borough costs under the Escrow Agreement required 

herein.  The Borough may, in its sole discretion, extend 

and re-extend the Conditional Designation provided 

sufficient progress is being in negotiation of a 

redevelopment agreement, which determination is at the 

sole discretion of the Borough and which extension must 

be in the form of a duly adopted Resolution of the 

Borough Council. 

2. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC and the Borough shall negotiate and 

agree upon the terms and conditions of a redevelopment 

agreement within the period of the conditional 

designation, as such period may be extended by the 

Borough in its sole discretion. 

3. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC shall comply with the terms and 

conditions of the Settlement Agreement. 

4. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC agree to pay any and all costs 

incurred by the Borough from the date of the Conditional 

Designation (April 14, 2011) to execution of a 

redevelopment agreement or termination of the 

redeveloper designation, as set forth in the Settlement 

Agreement. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon completion of negotiations 

on a redevelopment agreement the Mayor and Borough Council shall 

review and may authorize execution of any and all related 

documents which the Borough Council may consider necessary or  
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useful in order to effectuate the completion and implementation of 

the project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

  

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-3 - Authorizing the Extending the Conditional Designation of  

FLRA as Redeveloper for the East Parcel 

 

 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

EXTENDING THE DESIGNATION OF FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES, 

LLC AS CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER OF BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.02, ALSO KNOWN 

AS THE EAST PARCEL, LOCATED IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the ―Borough‖), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 

Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the ―LRHL‖), 

did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of 

Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need 

of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 

border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 

Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 

Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 

Avenue; and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 

Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 

for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of 

the Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 

Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 

Redevelopment Area 5 , the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort 

Lee approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots 

for financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington 

Way (hereafter referred to as the ―East Parcel‖) and constituting 

Block 4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the 

second parcel (hereafter referred to as the ―West Parcel‖) 

constituting Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 

redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for 

both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 

these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 

East and West Parcels; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 

of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (―RFQ/P‖), which RFQ/P  
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was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 

submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 

to July 31, 2009; and  

 

WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 

to the RFQ/P from: 

 The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East 

and West Parcels 

 Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 

 Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East 

Parcel 

 Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for 

West Parcel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough retained professionals in the areas of 

law, planning, finance and engineering to review the proposals and 

these professionals met with each proposer and also requested 

additional information from each of the proposers as a result 

thereof; and  

 

WHEREAS, each of the proposers, other than The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., provided supplemental 

information in response to the Borough‘s questions and requests 

for additional information;  and 

 

WHEREAS, at the invitation of the Borough, each proposer made 

a public presentation regarding its proposal in December 2009, and 

entertained questions and answers posed by members of the public 

and the Governing Body; and 

 

WHEREAS, on December 28, 2009, the Borough held an additional 

public comment meeting to hear public comments on all four 

proposals and the presentations made by each proposer; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough met individually with: Amerea 

Development, LLC; Fort Lee Redevelopment Associate, LLC; and 

Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. to review and 

discuss their respective proposals and supplemental information 

submitted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough did not meet individually with The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., due to their refusal to 

consider changes to their proposal requested by the Borough to 

more closely follow the requirements in the RFQ/P; and  

 

WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 

the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 

response to the Borough‘s requests for such information, review of 

the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 

public comments provided at each public presentation and 

subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 

individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 

with its entire professional team, including final reports from 

its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 

Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 

conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a 

mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set 

forth in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 
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WHEREAS, on June 21, 2010, Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, 

LLC and the Borough entered into an escrow agreement, which was a 

condition of the initial designation; and  

 

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2010 and on December 9, 2010, the 

Borough extended the designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 

Associates, LLC (―FLRA‖) as conditional redeveloper of 

Redevelopment Area 5 located in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey for a mixed use smart growth project 

subject to the conditions set forth in the resolutions adopted by 

the Borough Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 

multiple issues (the ―Redevelopment Litigation‖); and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA‘s motion for summary judgment on counts six 

through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 

Borough‘s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, Docket 

#BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public Records Act, 

N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 

10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to public records 

(the ―OPRA Litigation‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the ―Parties‖) have been 

involved in active negotiations to settle the Redevelopment 

Litigation and the OPRA Litigation (collectively, the 

―Litigation‖) and in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, 

the Parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an 

agreement to settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets 

forth the parties‘ understanding and agreement on actions to be 

taken by the parties (the ―Settlement Agreement‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, one of the actions to be taken pursuant to  the 

Settlement Agreement is the de-designation of FLRA as conditional 

redeveloper of the East and West Parcels and designation of FLRA 

as conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel only; and  

 

WHEREAS, on April 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing the de-designation of FLRA as conditional redeveloper 

of the entirety of Redevelopment Area 5 and designating FLRA as 

conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 

East Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  

 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as conditional 

redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the East 

Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on September 8, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as 

conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 

East Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort  
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Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until October 15, 2011; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, on October 6, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as conditional 

redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the East 

Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until November 10, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 

terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement, including 

amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 and 

the Redevelopment Agreement, additional time is required for the 

Parties to finalize these documents.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council, that it hereby extends the designation of Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC c/o SJP Residential Properties, whose 

address is 379 Interpace Parkway, Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 as 

conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 

East Parcel located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for the reasons set 

forth herein.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the extension of said Conditional 

Designation is subject to the following conditions: 

 

5. The Conditional Designation is limited to a period from 

November 10, 2011 until December 15, 2011 at which time 

it will automatically expire and be of no further force 

and effect, and the parties will no longer have any 

obligation to the other, except as to final payment of 

Borough costs under the Escrow Agreement required 

herein.  The Borough may, in its sole discretion, extend 

and re-extend the Conditional Designation provided 

sufficient progress is being in negotiation of a 

redevelopment agreement, which determination is at the 

sole discretion of the Borough and which extension must 

be in the form of a duly adopted Resolution of the 

Borough Council. 

6. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC and the 

Borough shall negotiate and agree upon the terms and 

conditions of a redevelopment agreement within the 

period of the conditional designation, as such period 

may be extended by the Borough in its sole discretion. 

7. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC shall comply 

with the terms and conditions of the Settlement 

Agreement. 

8. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC shall 

continue to pay any and all costs incurred by the 

Borough from the date of the initial Conditional 

Designation (April 15, 2010) to execution of a 

redevelopment agreement or termination of the 

redeveloper designation, as set forth in the Escrow 

Agreement. 

9. That the Escrow Agreement executed by Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC and the Borough shall 

remain in full force and effect and if necessary, shall 

be amended and re-executed by the parties consistent 

with the terms of this Resolution and the Settlement 

Agreement. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon completion of negotiations 

on a redevelopment agreement the Mayor and Borough Council shall 

review and may authorize execution of any and all related 

documents which the Borough Council may consider necessary or 

useful in order to effectuate the completion and implementation of 

the project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

  

 

R-4 - Approving Developers Agreement With the Fort Lee Athletic  

Club, Inc. at 2029 Lemoine Avenue  

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 

podium. 

 

 Council President Pohan chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 

 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S  

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND FORT LEE  

ATHLETIC CLUB, INC. 

   

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Fort Lee 

Athletic Club, Inc. (―Developer‖), for property located at Block 

4751, Lot 11 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

also know as 2029 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey 

(―Property‖); and 

 

WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 

Developer entering into a Developer‘s Agreement with the Borough 

of Fort Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Developer‘s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Council President and Borough 

Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute the Developer‘s 

Agreement with the Developer; and   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 

remainder of the meeting 

 

 

R-5 - Authorizing the Issuance of Requests for Qualifications for  

2012 for Professional Services for the Borough of Fort Lee for 

Legal, Financial, Engineering, Health Benefits and Risk Management 

Services  
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 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

        A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF REQUESTS FOR                 

        QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO THE BOROUGH 

        OF FORT LEE FOR LEGAL, FINANCIAL, ENGINEERING, RISK  

        MANAGEMENT AND BANKING SERVICES 

 

     WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2006, N.J.S.A 19:44A-20.1 et seq., 

commonly known as the ―State Pay to Play‖ law, enacted by  

the New Jersey State Legislature shall become effective; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.3, a municipality may 

not award contracts with a value in excess of $17,500.00 to a 

business entity which has made reportable  contributions in excess 

of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the said municipality‘s political 

parties or to any candidate‘s committee  

of any person serving in an elective public office of the said 

municipality when such a contract was awarded, unless said 

business entity is awarded a contract under a ―fair and open  

process‖ pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a ―fair and open process‖ constitutes the  

following: (1) public advertisement of a Request for 

Qualifications (hereinafter the ―RFQ‖) issued a minimum ten (10) 

calendar days notice prior to the receipt of responses to the RFQ; 

(2) award of contract under a process that provides for public 

solicitation of qualifications; (3) award of contract under 

publicly disclosed criteria established, in writing, by the 

municipality prior to the solicitation of qualifications; and (4) 

the municipality shall publicly open and announce the 

qualifications when awarded; and  

 

 WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(hereinafter the ―Borough‖) to engage legal, financial and 

engineering professionals and the Borough desires to appoint such 

professionals by a ―fair and open process‖ pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.1 et seq.,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that 

requests for RFQs for professional services for the following 

professional services for the Borough and its agencies are hereby 

authorized: 

 

 1. Borough Attorney 

 2. Labor Attorney 

 3. Borough Auditor 

 4. Bond Counsel 

 5. Borough Engineer 

 6. Building Department/Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 

 7. Municipal Court/Police Department Accountant/Office of 

         Economic Development Accountant 

 8. Tax Counsel 

 9. Borough Risk Manager 

    10. Health Benefits 

    11. Traffic Engineer 

    12. Purchasing Consultant 

    13. Special/Conflict Counsel 

    14. Borough Planner 

      

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all of the RFQs for the 

professional services as set forth hereinabove shall be prepared  
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and published in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. and 

all such RFQs shall be evaluated on the basis of the most  

advantageous RFQ, all factors considered, including, but not 

limited to: (1) experience and reputation in the profession; (2) 

knowledge of the subject matter to be addressed under contract; 

(3) availability to accommodate any required meetings of the  

Borough or Borough Agency; (4) and any other factors if  

demonstrated to be in the best interest of the Borough or Borough 

Agency. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-6 - Amending Capital Budget 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2011 was 

amended on the 22nd day of September 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 

section, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 

amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2011 

Budget be made: 

 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2011) 

    
         Capital     Grants in            To Be 

                   Estimated      Improvement     Aid and          Debt          Funded In 

Project            Total Cost       Fund         Other Funds     Authorized     Future Years 

  

 

 

Total All Projects  $14,428,500      96,425          n/a          9,332,075        5,000,000       

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2011-2016 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 

                       Funding Amounts Per Year       

 
Project           Estimated  Estimated Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 

                  Total Cost Completion Year    Year      Year       Year     Year      Year 

                                Time    2011    2012      2013       2014     2015      2016 

 

 

Total All Projects  14,428,500  n/a  9,428,500 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2011-2016 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  

       Estimated     Capital  Grants in Aid  Bonds and Notes 

Project           Total Cost    Improvement    and Other        General     

                                     Fund            Funds 

 

 

Total All Projects     14,428,500     346,425           n/a         14,082,075 

 

 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2011) 
 

      Capital Grants in                 To Be 

       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Aid and        Debt          Funded In 

Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Other Funds   Authorized     Future Years 

 

Various       2011-3        375,000     18,750         n/a        336,250          n/a 

Improvements 

 

Total All Projects       14,803,500    115,175   n/a        9,688,325      5,000,000  
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6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2011-2016 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 

 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project    Project    Estimated  Estimated   Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 

              #       Total Cost Completion   Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 

                                  Time        2011     2012    2013   2014   2015   2016 

 

Various  2011-3        375,000               375,000 

Improvements           

                                                             

Total All Projects    14,803,500            9,803,500 

 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2011-2016 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 

  Estimated Total Capital  Grants in Aid    Bonds and Notes 

Project        Cost          Improvement     and Other          General 

                               Fund           Funds 

 

2011-3        375,000          n/a            n/a                 356,250 

 

Total All   14,803,500       365,175          n/a              14,438,325 

Projects 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 

resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 

Local Government Services. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 

 

 

R-7 - Authorizing the Form and Other Details of Not to Exceed  

$7,500,000 of General Obligation Bonds to Accomplish the 

Refunding on the Terms Approved by Local Finance Board 

Consistent With the Refunding Provisions of the Internal 

Revenue Code and Providing for the Sale and the Delivery 

of Such Bonds to NW Capital Markets Inc. 

 

 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER DETAILS OF NOT TO 

EXCEED $7,500,000 OF GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY OR SUCH 

OTHER AMOUNT AS DETERMINED BY THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO 

ACCOMPLISH THE REFUNDING ON THE TERMS APPROVED BY THE LOCAL 

FINANCE BOARD CONSISTENT WITH THE REFUNDING PROVISIONS OF THE 

INTERNAL REVENUE CODE AND PROVIDING FOR THE SALE AND THE 

DELIVERY OF SUCH BONDS TO NW CAPITAL MARKETS INC. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members 

thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. An amount not to exceed $7,500,000 of General Obligation Refunding Bonds of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the “Borough”), in specific 

amounts to be determined as provided herein and as more fully described in a bond ordinance 

finally adopted by the Borough pursuant to the Local Bond Law on October 13, 2011, and entitled, 

“Refunding Bond Ordinance of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey, 

Providing for the  Refunding of All or a Portion of Certain General Obligation Bonds, Series 2004 

of the Borough, Appropriating $7,500,000 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance by the Borough 

of Refunding Bonds in the Aggregate Principal Amount of Not Exceeding $7,500,000 
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for Financing the Cost Thereof”  shall be issued as “General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 

2011” (the “Bonds”). 

 

Section 2.   The Bonds are hereby authorized to be sold to NW Capital Markets Inc. (the 

“Underwriter”) at a purchase price determined by the parameters set forth below and otherwise 

consistent with the terms included in the approval by the Local Finance Board in the Department 

of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey (the “Local Finance Board”): 

 

(a) the principal amount of the Bonds does not exceed $7,500,000; 

 

(b) the Net Interest Cost of the Bonds does not exceed an interest rate that would 

enable the Borough to complete the refunding within the parameters established by the Local 

Finance Board; 

 

(c) the Underwriter’s discount does not exceed the amount referenced in the approved 

Local Finance Board application; 

 

(d) the maturity structure or weighted average maturity for the Bonds is substantially 

similar to the structure submitted to and approved by the Local Finance Board together with any 

adjustments recommended by the Underwriter on the sale date designed to reduce the total costs of 

the borrowing to the Borough; 

 

(e) all conditions required by the Local Finance Board for the sale of the Bonds are 

satisfied. 

 

Section 3.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed, without 

further authorization, to enter into and execute a purchase contract (the “Purchase Contract”) on 

behalf of the Borough with the Underwriter in the form satisfactory to bond counsel to the 

Borough and upon terms consistent with the above parameters.  Upon execution of the Purchase 

Contract, the signature of the Mayor and/or the Chief Financial Officer shall be conclusively 

presumed to evidence any necessary approvals for the sale of the Bonds.  If the Chief Financial 

Officer, after consultation with the Underwriter, determines that the above parameters cannot be 

satisfied in the present market, the Bonds shall not be sold until such time as said parameters may 

be amended, in whole or in part, or a sale on different terms is otherwise approved by resolution of 

this Borough Council. 

 

Section 4.   (a) The Bonds shall be issued in the par amounts consistent with the 

parameters set forth in Section 2 hereof and determined by the Chief Financial Officer to be 

necessary to pay costs of issuance and to provide an escrow fund that, when invested, will be 

sufficient to provide for the timely payment of the principal and redemption premium, if any, of 

and interest on all or a portion of the $6,415,000 outstanding principal amount of  General 

Obligation Bonds, Series 2004 dated July 15, 2004, originally issued in the principal amount of 

$12,815,000, which amount matures on July 15 in each of the years 2014 through 2019, inclusive ( 

the “Refunded Bonds”). 

 

(b)  The Bonds shall be dated and shall bear interest at the rates per annum as the Chief 

Financial Officer shall determine. 

 

(c)  The Bonds shall be numbered and have such prefix or prefixes as determined 

necessary by the Chief Financial Officer and be sold and issued with such serial maturities or with 

such term bond maturities payable from mandatory sinking fund payments made by the Borough 

as determined in the Purchase Contract. 

  

(d)  The Bonds shall mature in each of the years 2012 to 2019, inclusive, or such other 

dates deemed consistent with the approved Local Finance Board resolution and in the principal 

amounts as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer and shall bear interest on the dates 

as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer. 
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(e)  The Bonds shall not be subject to redemption prior to their stated maturities: 

 

(f)  The Bonds will be issued in fully registered form.  One certificate shall be issued 

for the aggregate principal amount of Bonds maturing in each year.  Both principal of and interest 

on the Bonds will be payable in lawful money of the United States of America.  Each certificate 

will be registered in the name of CEDE & Co., as nominee of The Depository Trust Company, 

New York, New York, which will act as securities depository (the "Securities Depository").  The 

certificates will be on deposit with the Securities Depository.  The Securities Depository will be 

responsible for maintaining a book-entry system for recording the interests of its participants or the 

transfers of the interests among its participants.  The participants will be responsible for 

maintaining records recording the beneficial ownership interests in the Bonds on behalf of 

individual purchasers.  Individual purchases may be made in the principal amount of $5,000 or any 

integral multiple thereof through book-entries made on the books and the records of the Securities 

Depository and its participants except that an amount maturing in any one year in excess of the 

largest principal amount thereof equaling a multiple of $5,000 will be in the denominations of 

$1,000 or any integral multiple thereof. 

 

(g) The principal of and the interest due on the Bonds will be paid to the Securities 

Depository by the Borough on the respective maturity dates and due dates and will be credited on 

the respective maturity dates and due dates to the participants of the Securities Depository as listed 

on the records of the Securities Depository as of the 15th next preceding each maturity date (the 

"Record Dates" for the Bonds).  The Bonds shall be executed by the manual or facsimile signatures 

of the Mayor and the Chief Financial Officer under the official seal of the Borough (or facsimile 

thereof) affixed, printed, engraved or reproduced thereon and attested by the manual signature of 

the Clerk.  

 

Section 5. The Bonds shall be substantially in the following forms with such additions, 

deletions and omissions as may be necessary for the Borough to market the Bonds: 

 

REGISTERED              REGISTERED 

No. GORB-___              $_________          

 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

 BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 

 GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BOND, SERIES 2011 

 

 
DATED DATE: 

 
MATURITY 

DATE: 

 
RATE OF INTEREST 

PER ANNUM: 

 
CUSIP: 

 
_/__/11 

 
__/__/__   

 
_______% 

 
______ ___ 

 

 BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey (the 

“Borough”), hereby acknowledges itself indebted and for value received promises to pay to CEDE 

& Co., as nominee of The Depository Trust Company which will act as Security Depository on the 

Maturity Date specified above, upon presentation and surrender of this bond, the principal sum of 

________________________ DOLLARS ($__________), and to pay interest on such sum from 

the Dated Date stated above until it matures at the Rate of Interest Per Annum specified above 

semiannually on the first day of ________ and _______ in each year until maturity, commencing 

____________.  Principal of and interest on this bond will be paid to the Security Depository by 

the Borough and will be credited to the participants of The Depository Trust Company as listed on 

the records of The Depository Trust Company as of the ________ and _______ next preceding the 

date of such payments (the “Record Dates”).  The principal of and interest on this bond are payable 

in lawful money of the United States of America.  
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This bond is not transferable as to principal or interest.  The participants are responsible for 

maintaining the records regarding the beneficial ownership interest in the bonds on behalf of the 

individual purchasers except to an authorized nominee of The Depository Trust Company.  The 

Depository Trust Company shall be responsible for maintaining the book-entry system for 

recording the interests of its participants or the transfers of the interests among its participants.   

 

 This bond is not subject to redemption prior to its stated maturity. 

 

This bond is one of an authorized issue of bonds and is issued pursuant to the Local Bond 

Law of the State of New Jersey, a bond ordinance of the Borough finally adopted October 13, 

2011, and entitled, “Refunding Bond Ordinance of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of 

Bergen, New Jersey, Providing for the  Refunding of All or a Portion of Certain General 

Obligation Bonds, Series 2004 of the Borough, Appropriating $7,500,000 Therefor and 

Authorizing the Issuance by the Borough of Refunding Bonds in the Aggregate Principal Amount 

of Not Exceeding $7,500,000 for Financing the Cost Thereof” and a resolution of the Borough 

adopted October 13, 2011. 

 

As long as The Depository Trust Company is the depository for the Bonds as provided 

herein, the procedures of The Depository Trust Company will determine the method of selection 

for redemption within a maturity.  Otherwise, it will be by lot or by a similar method. 

 

The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby irrevocably pledged for the punctual 

payment of the principal of and the interest on this bond according to its terms. 

 

It is hereby certified and recited that all conditions, acts and things required by the 

constitution or the statutes of the State of New Jersey to exist, to have happened or to have been 

performed precedent to or in the issuance of this bond exist, have happened and have been 

performed and that the issue of bonds of which this is one, together with all other indebtedness of 

the Borough, is within every debt and other limit prescribed by such constitution or statutes. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Borough has caused this bond to be executed in its name by 

the manual or facsimile signatures of its Mayor and its Chief Financial Officer, its corporate seal to 

be hereunto imprinted or affixed, this bond and the seal to be attested by the manual or facsimile 

signature of its Clerk and this bond to be dated the Dated Date as specified above. 

 

                                                                                 BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 

                                                                                  _________________________________  

                                                                   Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor 

 

ATTEST:         

 

_________________________________                ________________________________  

Neil Grant, Borough Clerk                                      Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 

 

 Section 6.  The law firm of McManimon & Scotland, L.L.C. is authorized to arrange 

for the printing of the Bonds.  The proper officials of the Borough are hereby authorized and 

directed to execute the Bonds and to deliver them to the purchaser upon receipt of payment 

therefor. 

 

Section 7.   The Bonds shall have printed thereon a copy of the written opinion with 

respect to the Bonds that is to be rendered by the law firm of McManimon & Scotland, L.L.C., 

complete except for omission of its date.  The Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to certify the 

truth and the correctness of the copy of such opinion by executing on each of the Bonds by 

facsimile signature a certificate in form satisfactory to that law firm and to file a signed duplicate 

of such written opinion in the Clerk’s office.  Alternatively, each Bond may be accompanied by 

the signed legal opinion or copy thereof.  
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Section 8.   The Bonds are being issued to refund the Refunded Bonds.  The Chief 

Financial Officer shall take all steps necessary to call the Refunded Bonds on the first available 

call date at the applicable redemption price, deposit the proceeds of the Bonds with a bank for the 

purpose of defeasing the Refunded Bonds, invest the proceeds of the Bonds for this purpose and 

assist with the redemption of the Refunded Bonds.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby 

authorized to enter into an agreement with a bank (the “Escrow Deposit Agreement”) to effectuate 

the purpose of this Section 8. 

 

Section 9. The Borough hereby covenants that it will comply with any conditions 

subsequent imposed by the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”) in order to 

preserve the exemption from taxation of interest on the Bonds, including the requirement to rebate 

all net investment earnings on the gross proceeds above the yield on the Bonds, and that it will 

refrain from taking any action that would adversely affect the tax exemption of the Bonds under 

the Code. 

 

 Section 10.    The Borough hereby approves the preparation and the distribution of the 

Preliminary Official Statement on behalf of the Borough in the form approved or to be approved 

by the Chief Financial Officer.  Such Official Statement may be distributed in preliminary form 

and deemed final for purposes of Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission on 

behalf of the Borough by the Mayor or the Chief Financial Officer.  The Preliminary Official 

Statement shall be prepared in final form in connection with the issuance of the Bonds and the 

Mayor and/or the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough are authorized to execute any certificates 

necessary in connection with the distribution of the Official Statement.  Final Official Statements 

shall be delivered to the Underwriter of the Bonds within the earlier of seven business days 

following the sale of the Bonds or to accompany the Underwriter’s confirmations that request 

payment for the Bonds. 

 

Section 11.    The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make representations 

and warranties, to enter into agreements and to make all arrangements with the Securities 

Depository, as may be necessary in order to provide that the Bonds will be eligible for deposit with 

the Securities Depository and to satisfy any obligation undertaken in connection therewith. 

 

Section 12. In the event that the Securities Depository may determine to discontinue 

providing its service with respect to the Bonds or is removed by the Borough and if no successor 

Securities Depository is appointed, the Bonds which were previously issued in book-entry form 

shall be converted to Registered Bonds (the “Registered Bonds”) in denominations of $5,000, or 

any integral multiple thereof, except that an amount maturing in any one year in excess of the 

largest principal amount thereof equaling a multiple of $5,000 will be in denominations of $1,000, 

or any integral multiple thereof.  The beneficial owner under the book-entry system, upon 

registration of the Bonds held in the beneficial owner's name, will become the registered owner of 

such Registered Bonds.  The Borough shall be obligated to provide for the execution and delivery 

of the Registered Bonds in certificate form. 

 

Section 13.   Solely for purposes of complying with Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and 

Exchange Commission, as amended and interpreted from time to time (the “Rule”), and provided 

that the Bonds are not exempt from the Rule and provided that the Bonds are not exempt from the 

following requirements in accordance with paragraph (d) of the Rule, for so long as the Bonds 

remain outstanding (unless the Bonds have been wholly defeased), the Borough shall provide for 

the benefit of the holders of the Bonds and the beneficial owners thereof: 

 

 () On or prior to 270 days from the end of each fiscal year, beginning with the fiscal 

year ending December 31, 2011, to the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board through the 

Electronic Municipal Market Access Dataport (the “MSRB”), or any other designated nationally 

recognized municipal securities information repository (“State Repository”), if any, annual 

financial information with respect to the Borough consisting of the audited financial statements (or 

unaudited financial statements if audited financial statements are not then available, which audited 

financial statements will be delivered when and if available) of the Borough and certain financial  
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information and operating data consisting of (i) Borough and overlapping indebtedness including a 

schedule of outstanding debt issued by the Borough, (ii) the Borough’s most current adopted 

budget, (iii) property valuation information, and (iv) tax rate, levy and collection data.  The audited 

financial information will be prepared in accordance with modified cash accounting as mandated 

by State of New Jersey statutory principles in effect from time to time or with generally accepted 

accounting principles as modified by governmental accounting standards as may be required by 

New Jersey law and shall be filed electronically and accompanied by identifying information with 

the National Repository; 

 

 (b) in a timely manner not in excess of ten business days after the occurrence of the 

event, to the MSRB, and to the State Repository, if any, notice of any of the following events with 

respect to the Bonds (herein "Material Events"): 

 

  (1) Principal and interest payment delinquencies;  

  (2) Non-payment related defaults, if material;  

  (3) Unscheduled draws on debt service reserves reflecting financial difficulties; 

  (4) Unscheduled draws on credit enhancements reflecting financial difficulties; 

 (5) Substitution of credit or liquidity providers, or their failure to perform; 

  (6) Adverse tax opinions, the issuance by the Internal Revenue Service of 

proposed or final determinations of taxability, Notices of Proposed Issue 

(IRS Form 5701-TEB) or other material notices or determinations with 

respect to the tax status of the security, or other material events affecting the 

tax status of the security; 

 (7) Modifications to rights of security holders, if material; 

  (8) Bond calls, if material, and tender offers; 

 (9) Defeasances; 

  (10) Release, substitution, or sale of property securing repayment of the 

securities, if material; 

 (11) Rating changes; 

 (12) Bankruptcy, insolvency, receivership or similar event of the obligated 

person; 

 (13) The consummation of a merger, consolidation, or acquisition involving an 

obligated person or the sale of all or substantially all of the assets of the 

obligated person, other than in the ordinary course of business, the entry 

into a definitive agreement to undertake such an action or the termination of 

a definitive agreement relating to any such actions, other than pursuant to its 

terms, if material; and 

 (14) Appointment of a successor or additional trustee or the change of name of a 

trustee, if material. 

 

For the purposes of the event identified in subparagraph (12) above, the event is considered 

to occur when any of the following occur: the appointment of a receiver, fiscal agent or similar 

officer for an obligated person in a proceeding under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code or in any other 

proceeding under state or federal law in which a court or governmental authority has assumed 

jurisdiction over substantially all of the assets or business of the obligated person, or if such 

jurisdiction has been assumed by leaving the existing governing body and officials or officers in 

possession but subject to the supervision and orders of a court or governmental authority, or the 

entry of an order confirming a plan of reorganization, arrangement or liquidation by a court or 

governmental authority having supervision or jurisdiction over substantially all of the assets or 

business of the obligated person.  

 

 (c) in a timely manner to the MSRB, and to the State Repository if any, notice of 

failure of the Borough to provide required annual financial information on or before the date 

specified in this resolution. 

 

 (d)  If all or any part of the Rule ceases to be in effect for any reason, then the 

information required to be provided under this resolution, insofar as the provisions of the Rule no  
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longer in effect required the provision of such information, shall no longer be required to be 

provided. 

 

 (e) The Chief Financial Officer shall determine, in consultation with Bond Counsel, the 

application of the Rule or the exemption from the Rule for each issue of obligations of the 

Borough prior to their offering.  Such officer is hereby authorized to enter into additional written 

contracts or undertakings to implement the Rule and is further authorized to amend such contracts 

or undertakings or the undertakings set forth in this resolution, provided such amendment is, in the 

opinion of nationally recognized bond counsel, in compliance with the Rule. 

 

(f) In the event that the Borough fails to comply with the Rule requirements or the 

written contracts or undertakings specified in this certificate, the Borough shall not be liable for 

monetary damages.  The sole remedy is hereby specifically limited to specific performance of the 

Rule requirements or the written contracts or undertakings therefor. 

 

Section 14. If all or any part of the Rule ceases to be in effect for any reason, then the 

information required to be provided under this resolution, insofar as the provision of the Rule no 

longer in effect required the provision of such information, shall no longer be required to be 

provided.  

 

Section 15.     The Chief Financial Officer shall determine, in consultation with bond 

counsel, the application of the Rule or the exemption from the Rule for each issue of obligations of 

the Borough prior to their offering.  Such officer is hereby authorized to enter into additional 

written contracts or undertakings to implement the Rule and is further authorized to amend such 

contracts or undertakings or the undertakings set forth in this resolution, provided such amendment 

is, in the opinion of nationally recognized bond counsel, in compliance with the Rule. 

 

Section 16.    In the event that the Borough fails to comply with the Rule requirements or 

the written contracts or undertakings specified in this resolution, the Borough shall not be liable 

for any monetary damages, remedy of the beneficial owners of the Bonds being hereby specifically 

limited to specific performance of the Rule requirements or the written contracts or undertakings 

therefor. 

 

Section 17.   The undertaking may be amended by the Borough from time to time, 

without the consent of the Bondholders or the beneficial owners of the Bonds, in order to make 

modifications required in connection with a change in legal requirements or change in law, which 

in the opinion of nationally recognized bond counsel complies with the Rule. 

 

Section 18.   There can be no assurance that there will be a secondary market for the sale 

or purchase of the Bonds.  Such factors as prevailing market conditions, financial condition or 

market position of firms who may make the secondary market and the financial condition of the 

Borough may affect the future liquidity of the Bonds. 

  

Section 19.   The Mayor, the Chief Financial Officer, the Clerk and other appropriate 

representatives of the Borough are hereby authorized to take all steps necessary to provide for the 

issuance of the Bonds and the refunding of the Refunded Bonds, including preparing and 

executing such agreements and documents on behalf of the Borough, satisfying in full the 

requirements of notice of redemption of the Refunded Bonds and taking all steps necessary or 

desirable to implement this resolution, such agreements and documents as may be necessary and 

appropriate and the transactions contemplated thereby. 

 

Section 20.    The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to pay all 

costs of issuance in connection with the sale of the Bonds pursuant to a certificate of the Chief 

Financial Officer to be executed upon delivery of the Bonds in an aggregate amount not to exceed 

the aggregate amount authorized. 

 

Section 21.   This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
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 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members   Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 
 

 

R-8 - Awarding Contract to Lasser Sussman Associates, LLC to  

Perform Professional Appraisal and Valuation Services for 179 Main 

Street and 183 Main Street (Redevelopment Area 5 Outparcels) - 

$13,300.00 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A PROPOSAL 

  FOR PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a state certified appraiser to provide professional 

appraisal and valuation services related to the acquisition of 

certain properties, known as Block 4851, Lots 4 and 5, by the 

Borough through negotiation or eminent domain (―Project‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Lasser 

Sussman Associates, LLC (―LSA‖) to perform such professional 

appraisal and valuation services related to the Project in 

accordance with its proposal, dated November 8, 2011, attached 

hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, LSA possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide professional appraisal and valuation 

services related to the Project; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of accepting a proposal from LSA for professional appraisal and 

valuation services in accordance with the procedures mandated 

under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional appraisal and valuation services 

will be performed by LSA for a sum in the amount of $13,300.00, 

which amount is less than the threshold of $17,500 under the New 

Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., 

and, therefore, the contract is not subject to the provisions of 

the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the acceptance of LSA‘s proposal for the provision 

of professional appraisal and valuation services related to the 

Project in accordance with its proposal is in the best interests 

of the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the implementation of this contract is necessary 

for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That LSA shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional appraisal and valuation services related to the 

Project, in accordance with its proposal, dated November 8, 2011, 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms and 

provisions of the agreement by and between Boswell and the Borough, 

dated as of January 1, 2009, for services as the Borough Engineer. 

 

 2. That LSA and the Borough shall execute a professional 

services contract to perform professional appraisal and valuation 

services related to the Project, in accordance with its proposal, 

dated November 8, 2011. 

 

 3. That LSA is specifically placed on notice that they will 

be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of 

P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer shall certify as to the 

availability of funds for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – thanked the voters of the Borough for re-

electing the Mayor, Michael Sargenti and himself back into office.  

He‘s very grateful for their continuing support and will try to do 

a good job for them for the next three years. 

 

 He thanked the police officers who were present tonight and 

received awards. He stated that he‘s amazed at the range of 

services the police department provides to help the residents 

other then handing out traffic summonses. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – offered his congratulations to the public and 

police officers who received awards tonight.  He stated that all 

of the Borough‘s emergency services do a fantastic job. 

 

 He congratulated his colleagues on their fine election 

victory.  The government is very open and continues to work on 

many projects including Redevelopment Area 5. 
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 He noted that the Fort Lee American and National Little 

Leagues baseball registration is being held at the Jack Alter Fort 

Lee Community Center on Tuesday, November 15
th
 and Thursday, 

November 17
th
 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and on Saturday, 

November 19
th
 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Any child from the age 

five to twelve as of April 30
th
 is eligible.  Residency 

verification must be provided including a copy of a birth 

certificate and/or passport plus two other forms of identification 

such as a cable, utility bill, mortgage bill and/or lease 

agreement. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – also congratulated the police officers for 

the well-deserved awards they received tonight. 

 

 He also congratulated his colleagues on their election 

victory November 8th.  He also congratulated the Borough residents 

for recognizing that the current government has an agenda and that 

the residents have bought into the agenda that ultimately benefits 

them.  The government will continue to stay the course and do the 

best that it can with spending as little money as it possibly can. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – congratulated her colleagues on their 

election day victory.  She also believes that the residents made 

the correct decision in voting her colleagues back into office.  

There have been many cost saving initiatives since Mayor Sokolich 

has been Mayor without affecting Borough services. 

 

 She stated that the recently held 17
th
 annual Health Fair was 

a big success.  541 doses of flu vaccine and 21 doses of pneumonia 

vaccine were given out.  Flu shots are available for any resident 

who still needs one. 

 

 She announced that the library on Sunday, November 13
th
 the 

All Seasons Chamber Players will perform beginning at 2:30 p.m.  

They are one of New Jersey‘s most popular and active chamber music 

ensembles.  

 

 She stated that as liaison to the Beautification and 

Environmental Committee she found out it‘s illegal to dispose of 

linear and compact fluorescent light bulbs in the regular trash 

pickup.   

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, the meeting was opened up for public comment. 

 

Speaker     Subject     Response 

 

Keith Jensen          .Safety of PSE&G Solar      Mr. Cohen 

2 Drury Lane            Panels – Town‘s Liability Ms. Thomas 

                        if Panels Fall            Mayor Sokolich 

 

                      .Underground Utilities      Mayor Sokolich 

                                                  Ms. Thomas 

 

                      .School Fair Funding   

                        Formula 
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Nina Levinson         .Veteran‘s Day Ceremony      Mayor Sokolich 

1560 West St            Tomorrow at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Barbara Lebow         .Recent Fire at 201 Bridge   Mayor Sokolich 

201 Bridge Plaza N.     Plaza N. – Praise of       Mr. Sohmer 

                        Fire Department for        Ms. Kasofsky 

                        Their Efforts 

 

Elliot Albrecht       .Ironman USA Championship/   Mayor Sokolich 

2077 Center Avenue      Local Events Corresponding Mr. Pohan 

                        With Event on 8/11/11 

            

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 

adjourned, and carried at 9:18 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                           Thursday, September 15, 2011 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  

                Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT:  Mayor Sokolich 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Council President Pohan chaired the meeting in the Mayor‘s 

absence. 

 

 Mr. Pohan expressed the Mayor‘s apologies for not being at 

tonight‘s meeting.  He is at the airport picking up relatives who 

are coming in from Crotia. 

 

 Mr. Pohan stated that this past Sunday the Borough 

commemorated the tenth year anniversary of 9/11 by officially 

unveiling the Borough‘s memorial.  Although 9/11 was a day of 

terrible tragedy it was a day that brought together everyone as a 

nation and as a community.  The community was renewed this past 

Sunday with a beautiful and moving ceremony.  He estimated that 

there were upwards to 1000 people who attended the ceremony 

including all of the Borough‘s emergency services as well as 

Congressman Steven Rothman, State Senator Loretta Weinberg, 

Assemblywoman Joan Voss and Assemblyman Gordon Johnson.  He 

thanked the people on the 9/11 committee who put this event 

together and the efforts made to get the twisted steel from the 

World Trade Center Towers.  He thanked the Port Authority for 

donating the steel to the Borough and the Borough‘s DPW and 

General Service workers for their efforts in putting together such 

a beautiful memorial.  He urged anyone who did not attend Sunday‘s 

memorial to go to the northwest section of Constitution Park to 

see the memorial which honors the fallen as well as all the people 

who came to the rescue effort on 9/11.  There is also an eternal 

light at the memorial.  This is now a piece of the town that  
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will be shared forever for everyone. 

 

 He stated that the Three Po Tenors finally got a chance to 

sing this past Monday after numerous rainouts.  It capped a 

wonderful series of events held at the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center this summer. 

 

 He announced that both the Fourth Annual Tour de Fort Lee as 

well as the Senior Citizens‘ picnic will be held on Sunday, 

October 2
nd
. 

 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

PR-1 – National Disabilities Awareness Month 

 

 Mr. Grant read the following proclamation: 

 

WHEREAS, this Nation‘s ardent promotion of the Rights of 

People with Disabilities affirms our commitment to ensure that 

People with Disabilities have every opportunity to reach their 

full potential, in every aspect of life; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, which 

prohibits discrimination in employment, public accommodations, 

transportation and communication, reaches its twenty first year of 

implementation in 2011; and 

 

     WHEREAS, there is much progress to celebrate, and yet even 

more progress to strive toward, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, does hereby declare October as “National 

Disabilities Awareness Month” in Fort Lee; and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council do hereby 

proclaim that October provides a special opportunity to actively 

celebrate the significant contributions of People with 

Disabilities, and to strengthen, even further, our ongoing 

dedication to equal opportunity for every individual. 

 

 Bobbi Wailes, Chairwoman of the Borough‘s Advisory for the 

Disabled read the following memo: 

 

 ―On behalf the ADA Board, I would like to thank the Fort Lee 

governing body for acknowledging Disability Awareness Month which 

is October and for the support they have shown in the past and 

continue to show. 

 

 I would also like to thank Council Liaison to the ADA Harvey 

Sohmer and board member Kay Nest for all of their help in 

continuing to secure accessibility in the Borough. 

 

 Finally, I would like to present each member of the governing 

body with a wristband to help show their support for October 

Disability Awareness Month and I would really appreciate 

permission to distribute the wrist bans to Borough Employees for 

their support as well.‖ 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 18, 

2011 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilwoman Kasofsky  
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abstaining. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 8, 

2011 Executive Session were approved. 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 

public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-11. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                 $19,261,930.00 

Capital                                          721,435.23 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,050.00 

Trip Admissions                                    2,004.05 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                        148,682.64 

Special Dog Account                                  137.50 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                           3,150.00 

Redemption Account                               139,797.09 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties                                   85.00 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                  3,880.00 

Police Treasury                                    3,527.04 

Police Justice                                          n/a 

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $20,285,678.55 

 

 

CA-2 - Authorizing the Hiring of Part-Time Fall Seasonal  

Employees for the Recreation Department – Termination Date  

December 31, 2011 

 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 

Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 

that these positions must be filled, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 

(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 

positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 

of Recreation; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  

appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 

date of September 1, 2011 and a termination date of December 31, 

2011. 

 

 

CA-3 - Authorizing Execution of Fort Lee Municipal Alliance                        

Application for 2012 and Allocating a 25% Match of Said  Funding – 

$3,940.00 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Municipal Alliance Program, the 

Borough of Fort Lee obtains state funding with respect to 

prevention of alcoholism and drug abuse; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has requested to provide a 25% (twenty 

five percent) match of said funding, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor be and is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the Fort Lee Municipal Alliance 

application for funding for the year 2012, and the Borough hereby 

pledges the sum of $3,940.00 towards such purposes. 

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Payment to Gotthold Paving LLC, Edgewater,  

New Jersey for Emergency Sewer Repairs Made to Manatauck Avenue 

and Bridle Way - $23,810.00 

 

WHEREAS, emergency improvements were made to a broken sewer 

pipe on Manatauck Avenue and Bridle Way in Fort Lee New Jersey; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Superintendent of the DPW determined that 

work needed to proceed immediately after the emergency to repair 

the broken sewer pipe, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that it authorizes payment to Gotthold 

Paving LLC,  P.O. Box 205, Edgewater, New Jersey 07020 for an 

amount not to exceed $23,810.00; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the required State Emergency 

Procurement Report be sent to the Division of Local Government 

Services; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officers has 

certified that the certificate of availability of funds is on file 

in the office of the Borough Clerk and funds were available for 

the emergency repair under capital account 04-2150-55-1114-091. 

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

One Bridge Plaza Realty at 1 Bridge Plaza North, Block 6153, Lot 

2, CO1413 for Tax Years 2009-2012 

 

WHEREAS, Bridge Plaza Realty is the owner and taxpayer of 

property located at One Bridge Plaza North, also known as Block 

6153, Lot 2; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for 2009, 2010 and 

2011 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Bridge 

Plaza Realty vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending 

in the Tax Court; and 
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 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney the Borough‘s Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the 

matter be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in the 

best interests of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney and/or the 

Tax Assessor be and they are hereby authorized and directed to 

execute any and all documents necessary in order to finalize the 

settlement of litigation entitled Bridge Plaza Realty vs. Borough 

of Fort Lee, so that the 2009 complaint will be withdrawn and the 

assessment of $31,382,500 will remain intact. For tax year 2010; 

the assessment will be reduced from $31,382,500 to $30,000,000; 

for tax year 2011  the assessment will be reduced from $31,382,500 

to $29,000,000; and for tax year 2012, the assessment will be 

reduced from $31,382,500 to $28,000,000; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 
CA-6 - Amending Limousine License Service Business Name from  

Bounce Transportation LLC to Omar Hudson at One Bridge  

Plaza North, Suite 275 

 

WHEREAS, a limousine license to, to establish and operate 

Bounce Transportation, LLC at One Bridge Plaza North, Suite 275, 

Fort Lee, New Jersey a limousine business in the Borough of Fort 

Lee was approved by the Mayor and Council on July 21, 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the owner of the license Omar Hudson has requested 

that the name of the business be changed from Bounce Transportation 

LLC to Omar Hudson; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant and business location had been 

previously reviewed and approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, 

Building Department and Fire Department, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the current limousine 

license of Omar Hudson operating as Bounce Transportation LLC be 

amended to Omar Hudson operating as Omar Hudson for the operation 

of a limousine service at One Bridge Plaza North, Suite 275, to 

include parking of  vehicle(s) at the same address. 

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing Requests for Proposals for a Voluntary Deferred  

Compensation (457 Plan) for Borough Employees  

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk is 

hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 

advertise for Request for Proposals (RFP) for:  

 

     Proposals for a Voluntary Deferred Compensation (457 Plan)  

      for Borough Employees  

 

 

CA-8 - Approving NJDOT Grant Application for Roadway Improvements 

to Brinkerhoff Avenue 

 

Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant  

Contract With the New Jersey Department of Transportation for  

the Brinkerhoff Avenue Improvements Project 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee formally approves the grant application for 

the above stated project; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application 

identified as MA-2012-Fort Lee Borough-00058 to the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby 

authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the 

terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the 

execution of the grant agreement. 

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Rejection of Bid for Ambulance Corps Garage  

Floor  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE REJECTION OF ALL BIDS FOR  

  THE REPLACEMENT OF THE GARAGE FLOOR AT THE FORT LEE  

  AMBULANCE CORPS 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(―Borough‖) to obtain the services of an authorized contractor to 

install a replacement floor at the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps for 

use by Borough personnel in performing vital municipal services; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, having publicly solicited bids for the floor 

replacement, the Borough received bids on August 17, 2011 from the 

following bidder: 

 

  Alimi Builders, Inc.     $179,712.37 

 

  Alternate #1          $183,000.00 

   

; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by Alimi 

Builders, Inc., and determined that Alimi Builders, Inc. failed to 

submit a consent of surety from an approved surety company, 

licensed to do business in New Jersey, with a rating of at least 

―A‖ from a nationally recognized rating agency, as required by the 

Bid Specifications; and 

 

WHEREAS, the failure to submit a consent of surety from a 

surety company meeting the minimum qualifications set forth in the 

Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non-

complying and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   

 

WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 

contractor‘s failure to provide a consent of surety in compliance 

with the requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and 

non-waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without 

any possibility of being cured; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 

foregoing, that the bid of Alimi Builders, Inc. should be rejected 

as non-responsive for failure to comply with the requirements of  

the Bid Specifications and in accordance with the Local Public 

Contracts Law; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough have 

determined that a further review of the circumstances at the Fort 

Lee Ambulance Corps is necessary to ascertain whether a 

replacement of the floor is required at this time for the 

efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey, that the bid of Alimi Builders, Inc. shall be and is 

hereby rejected as non-responsive for failure to comply with the 

requirements of the Bid Specifications and in accordance with the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 

   

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator shall 

be and is hereby directed to re-evaluate the circumstances at the 

Fort Lee Ambulance Corps to determine whether it is necessary to 

replace the floor for the efficient operation of the Borough.  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of all bidders 

shall be returned in accordance with the requirements of the Local 

Public Contracts Law. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 

available for public inspection.   

 

 

CA-10 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Andrew 

Dunn for Fire Company #2 

 

 The auxiliary firefighter application for Andrew Dunn for 

Fire Company #2 was approved. 

 

 

CA-11 - Authorizing Purchase of Two (2) 2012 Ford Explorers 4x4  

Via New Jersey State Contract #A78761 from Cherry Hill Winner 

Ford, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, for the Fire Prevention Bureau - 

$59,060.00 Which Includes  Three-Year Warranties for Both Vehicles  

 

WHEREAS, the Fire Prevention Bureau has requested the 

purchase of two (2) 2012 Ford Explorers 4x4 All-Wheel Drive 

Vehicles; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the vehicles are available through Cherry Hill 

Winner Ford, via New Jersey State Contract #A78761; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicles are over the bid threshold 

amount of $36,000.00 and the expenditure must be authorized by  

resolution of the governing body; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 

bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 

Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 

are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 

with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 

the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Fire Prevention Bureau to 

purchase the aforementioned 2012 Ford Explorers by purchase order 

from Cherry Hill Winner Ford, 250 Berlin Road, Cherry Hill, New 

Jersey, 08034 in the amount of $59,060.00 which includes the cost  

of basic three-year warranties for the vehicles; and 
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WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 

resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for this purchase through 

Capital Account #04-2150-55-1114-031.  

 

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to 

CA-3 and CA-5. 

 

 Ms. Thomas responded to her inquiries. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-11) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Council President Pohan – stated that the economy the past couple 

of years has been in the tank.  The decline in property values has 

perpetuated an increase in tax appeals; however, interest rates 

have also declined which is an opportunity to take some of the 

Boroughs previously issued bonds and replace them with refunding 

bonds which will have a lower rate of interest.  There are costs 

associated with refunding bonds but he believes that the Borough 

may save upwards to $250,000.00 by issuing refunding bonds of 

which $100,000.00 in savings would be reflected in next year‘s 

budget.  This will be discussed at next week‘s executive session 

and he expects that an ordinance may also be introduced at that 

time. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – stated that the ―Tour de Fort Lee‖ which 

includes a two-mile walk and twelve-mile bicycle ride benefits the 

Fort Lee Education Foundation which donates the money to the Fort 

Lee schools for different programs.  The event being held on 

October 2
nd
 starts at 9:00 a.m. at the community center.  Sign-up 

begins at 7:30 a.m. or people can pre-registrar online at 

www.flefnj.org. 

 

 He stated that the Fort Lee Museum will be commemorating the 

40
th
 anniversary of the closing of Palisades Amusement Park.  The 

exhibit will be running through January 2012.   

 

 He stated that the Fort Lee Historic Commission and Fort Lee 

Film Commission will be sponsoring a historic jitney tour on 

October 29
th
.  Jitneys will be leaving the Fort Lee Museum 

starting at 11:00 a.m.  There is no cost to the public.  

 

 He stated that on October 30
th
 there will be a walking tour 

of Main Street with free film history maps available to the 

public. 

 

 He stated that the Fort Lee Common Sense Society & Fort Lee 

VFW Post #2342 will be honoring the Mayor with its first annual 

Thomas Paine Common Sense Society Award at the Doubletree Hotel in 

Fort Lee on Saturday, November 5
th
.  All funds will be used to 

erect the Thomas Paine statue in Monument Park.  Tickets can be 

purchased by calling 201-693-2763. 

 

 He said that the Fort Lee Farmer‘s Market will run through 

November 20
th 
at the corner of Anderson Avenue and Inwood Terrace. 

http://www.flefnj.org/
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Councilman Goldberg – recommended that everyone should see the 

9/11 Memorial after dark.  The DPW Special Project Group did such 

a great job that it actually looks like a flame is coming out of 

the top.  There is also a lit 9/11 sign in red, white and blue. 

 

 He stated that the Fort Lee Film Commission has successfully 

lobbied the Director‘s Guild of America so that the Borough‘s own 

Alice Guy Blache will receive a special directorial award for her 

lifetime achievements at their October 13
th
 award program in New 

York City.  Ms. Blache was the world‘s first women‘s director and 

in 1912 she built the Solax Studio on Lemoine Avenue in Fort Lee.  

Ms. Blache wrote and produced hundreds of films. 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 

 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky - stated that this Sunday, famous Irish 

singer Carmel Quinn, will perform in the Fort Lee Public Library 

at 2:00 p.m. 

 

 She added that A Lifestyle Program for adults featuring 

Michael Dressler, Bergen County Surrogate will be held on Sunday, 

September 25thugust 27, at 2:00 p.m. in the library meeting room. 

Information on how to put your affairs in order will be presented. 

Mr. Dressler will explain the probate process including topics 

such as wills, estate tax consequences, medical directives and 

administration of estates.   

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – spoke to the Senior Citizens‘ picnic which 

will be held on Sunday, October 2
nd
.  There are a lot of 

volunteers who put in their time to make the event the continued 

success that it has become over the years. 

 

 He added his praise and thanks to all of those who 

participated for the 9/11 Memorial.  He thanked everyone who did 

as much as they did with regard to putting together the ceremony.  

It was very tastefully done and respectful event.  It was also a 

well-attended event.  Everyone spoke from their hearts and it was 

a very moving ceremony.  The solemnness of the event was not 

overshadowed but equally balanced by the appreciation for all of 

the Borough‘s emergency services personnel. 

  

 

Council President Pohan - thanked the Mayor for all of his efforts 

with regard to the Borough‘s 9/11 Memorial.  He worked extremely 

hard and put in so much of his time in making sure this event came 

off perfectly and with dignity.  His efforts were well rewarded. 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the meeting was opened for public participation.  

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Speaker   Subject     Response 

 

Nina Levinson       .October 11
th
 Candidates  

1560 West St.         Night at the Louis F. Cole 

                      Middle School 
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Douglas Sugarman    .Borough‘s 9/11 Memorial &    Mr. Goldberg 

2100 Linwood Ave.     Ceremony 

 

Elliot Albert       .Borough Hosting United       Ms. Thomas 

2077 Center Ave.      States 2012 World Ironman   Mr. Goldberg 

                      Triathlon Championship      Mr. Pohan 

 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 

adjourned, and carried at 8:38 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                              Thursday, August 18, 2011 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Sargenti, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT:  Councilwoman Kasofsky 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that this afternoon there was a five 

hour meeting with one of the redevelopers for Redevelopment Area  

5 in particular the east portion of the project.  He shared the 

information with the public to let them know that there is not a 

day that goes by in keeping this project going forward in the 

right direction.  The next milestone is to make a plan amendment 

to the Borough‘s zoning ordinance and thereafter to present the 

plans to the Planning Board where the public will be able to make 

comment.  The goal is to encourage as many as members to the 

public to attend.  He will be sitting on the Planning Board for 

the hearings.  

 

 He stated that the Borough‘s 9/11 Memorial will be unveiled 

on September 11
th
 at Constitution Park.  The Borough is proud to 

be able to commemorate the ten year anniversary of the terrorist 

attacks with its memorial.  The event begins at 10:00 a.m.  There 

will be many guest speakers offering array of their thoughts and 

experiences from 9/11.  The Borough‘s Memorial is focused on the 

achievements of the Borough‘s emergency services on 9/11 which 

incorporate the Police Department, Fire Department, Emergency 

Management and Ambulance Corps.  He expects a crowd of at least 

300 people.  He offered kudos to Anthony Lione and Michael Maresca 

and the Special Projects Team for doing a phenomenal job with the 

memorial.  There will also be an eternal light inside the steel 

girder.  The ceremony will actually begin with a moment of silence 

at 9:59 a.m. and which is the time the South Tower collapsed.  At 

10:28 a.m. there will be another moment of silence representing  
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the North Tower collapse.  He invited everyone to attend this 

special event and to see the official unveiling of what he 

considers one of the nicest and respectful 9/11 memorials 

statewide. 

 

 He stated that school will be re-opening in early September 

and urged everyone to drive safely. 

 

 He offered congratulations to the Paramus Little League for 

the efforts their team made and only by losing the last game which 

they had won would have gotten them into the Little League World 

Series.  The kids and their families should be very proud of their 

accomplishments this summer.  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 14, 2011 

Executive Session were approved with Councilman Sargenti 

abstaining. 

  

 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 21, 2011 Regular 

Meeting were approved with Councilman Sargenti abstaining. 

  

    

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2011-16 – Appropriating a $155,100 Grant from the U.S. 

Department of Energy for the Preparation and Implementation 

Of an Energy Efficiency Strategy 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 

and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2011-

16 entitled, ―ORDINANCE OF THE ,‖ BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE 

COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY APPROPRIATING A $155,100 GRANT FROM 

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY FOR THE PREPARATION AND 

IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ENERGY EFFICIENT STRATEGY.‖ 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-17 – Amending Chapter 216 Fire Prevention, Article 

I Adoption of Standards, Section 6 Amendments to Fire Prevention 

Code of the Borough of Fort Lee to Authorize the Building    

Department Sub-Code Official and Code Enforcement Officials of  

the Building Department to Have Enforcement Powers for Sub- 

Sections (35) and (36) (Fire Zones) 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-17 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 216 FIRE 

PREVENTION, ARTICLE 1, ADOPTION OF STANDARDS, SECTION 6 AMENDMENTS  
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TO FIRE PREVENTION CODE OF AMERICAN INSURANCE COMPANY, OF THE 

REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.‖ 

 

 Mayor Sokolich explained that the adoption of the ordinance 

would give the Building Department authority to write fire lane 

violations. 

 

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street asked what sections 35 and 36 

of the Borough Code pertained to. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich explained that it relates to fire zones. 

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

  

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                 $7,013,7500.42 

Capital                                          204,648.89 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                      630.00 

Trip Admissions                                    1,899.05 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                               n/a 

Special Dog Account                                  137.50 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             750.00 

Redemption Account                                      n/a 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                  3,880.00 

Police Treasury                                    2,960.04 

Police Justice                                          n/a       

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                        $7,228,405.90 
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CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Lisa Waxman as a Part-Time Employee  

for the Building Department- $16.57 Hourly 

 

WHEREAS, due to a vacancy in the Building Department based on 

a retirement, the Mayor and Council have determined that the 

vacancy should be filled,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Lisa Waxman be appointed to a part-

time position of Clerk Typist in the Building Department, with an 

effective date of September 6, 2011; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this position shall be at an 

hourly rate of $16.57.   

 

 

 

CA-3 - Accepting Retirement Notice of Ethel Marnel, Principal  

Bookkeeping Machine Operator, for the Tax Collector’s Office – 

Retroactive to August 1st 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that Ethel Marnel, Principal Bookkeeping 

Machine Operator with the Tax Collector’s Office has submitted a 

retirement notice dated  

July 27, 2011 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Marnel‘s retirement will be effective 

retroactively to August 1, 2011 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   

 

 

 

CA-4 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant for  

Improvements to the Harry J. Holtje House - $45,000.00 

 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) in the amount of $45,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort 

Lee Housing Authority for funds for improvements to the Harry J. 

Holtje House Public Housing Building, located in the municipality 

of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 

Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Governing Body; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 

low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 

Bergen; and 

 

     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 

project; and 

 

     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited.   
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CA-5 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  

Application for Tuition Assistance for the Cost of Child Care for 

Children of Family Self-Sufficiency Participants for the Fort Lee 

Assistance and Support Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) 

- $30,000.00  

 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Grant in the amount of $30,000.00 has been proposed by the 

Fort Lee Assistance & Support  Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) for 

Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) participants‘ Child Day Care Tuition 

Subsidy in the municipality of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 

Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Governing Body; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 

people of Fort Lee and the County of Bergen; and 

 

     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 

Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 

 

     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited.   

 

 

CA-6 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  

Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for Funds 

for Operating Expenses of the Non-Profit “F.L.A.S.H. Corporation” 

- $30,000.00 

 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) 

Program Grant in the amount of $30,000.00 has been proposed by the 

Fort Lee Assistance and Support Housing  Corporation, for 

operating funds for (F.L.A.S.H) in the municipality of Fort Lee; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 

Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Governing Body; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 

low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 

Bergen; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 

project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited. 
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CA-7 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  

Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for the 

Lease/Purchase Program of a Single Family Home - $100,000.00 

 

 WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnerships 

application of $100,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 

Assistance & Support Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H.) for THE 

Lease/Purchase Program, in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 

Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Governing Body; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 

low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 

Bergen; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 

project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited.  

 

 

 

 

CA-8 - Endorsing Bergen County Home Investment Partnerships (HOME)   

Program Grant for Proposed Affordable Senior Rental Housing 

Project for the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation – $250,000.00 

 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development (CDBG) Grant  

in the amount of $250,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 

Assistance and Support Housing(F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation, for 

proposed Affordable Senior Rental Project in the municipality of 

the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 

Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Governing Body; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 

low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 

Bergen; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 

project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited. 
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CA-9 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 

Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for the 

Proposed Affordable Senior Rental Housing Project for Site Work - 

$300,000.00 

 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development (CDBG) Grant 

in the amount of $300,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 

Assistance & Support Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) for the 

proposed Affordable Senior Rental Housing Project site work in the 

municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 

Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 

 

     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the 

aforesaid project; and 

 

     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited.   

 

 

CA-10 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for the Installation of a Mat Hoist at the 

Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center - $5,000.00  

 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(―Borough‖) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 

perform engineering services for the inspection and evaluation of 

the existing roof framing members at the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center for the purpose of installing a mat hoist; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell McClave Engineering (―Boswell‖) to perform such 

professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated July 28, 2011, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 

services related to the performance of survey services with 

respect to the inspection and evaluation of the existing roof 
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framing members at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center for 

the purpose of installing a mat hoist; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 

performed by Boswell at a lump sum cost of $5,000.00, and the 

contract for such professional engineering services is awarded 

pursuant to a ―fair and open‖ process in accordance with the New 

Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering services to inspect and evaluate the 

existing roof framing members at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community 

Center for the purpose of installing a mat hoist in the Borough is 

in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional engineering services related to the inspection and 

evaluation of the existing roof framing members at the Jack Alter 

Fort Lee Community Center for the purpose of installing a mat 

hoist, in accordance with its proposal, dated July 28, 2011, 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms and 

provisions of the agreement by and between Boswell and the Borough, 

dated as of January 1, 2011, for services as the Borough Engineer. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-11 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for Construction Engineering & Inspection 

Services for Roadway Improvements to Linwood Avenue - $13,900.00 
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  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖) has been 

approved to receive a State Aid Grant in the amount of $150,000 

for the construction of improvements to Linwood Avenue in the 

Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 

resolution, the Borough authorized the award of a contract to 

Boswell McClave Engineering (―Boswell‖) to provide construction 

design engineering services related to the construction of 

improvements to Linwood Avenue in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed engineer to provide  engineering services 

related to monitoring of the construction of the improvements to 

Linwood Avenue in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell to perform such professional engineer services in 

accordance with its proposal, dated May 6, 2011, attached hereto; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide  engineering services 

related to provide  engineering services related to the monitoring 

of the construction of improvements to Linwood Avenue in the 

Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 

to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a ―fair and 

open‖ process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough‘s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that sufficient funds are available to award this contract for 

professional engineering services; and 
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 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of  

engineering services related to the monitoring of the construction 

of improvements to Linwood Avenue in the Borough is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

engineering services related to the monitoring of the construction 

of improvements to Linwood Avenue in the Borough, in accordance 

with its proposal, dated May 6, 2011, attached hereto and made a 

part hereof, and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and 

between Boswell and the Borough for consulting engineering 

services, at a cost not-to-exceed $13,900.00 on the basis of time 

and materials. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-12 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 

Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Snowplowing Services for 

County Roadways Within the Borough 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 

directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

     .Snowplowing Services for County Roadways Within the Borough  

       of Fort Lee 

 

 

CA-13 - Providing General Liability Insurance for Certain  

Quasi-Public Entities - Fort Lee Film Commission   

 

  WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is a participating member 

of the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, relative to 

general liability and other coverages; and 

 

      WHEREAS, the ―Fund‖ has adopted certain criteria to 

distinguish between bona fide municipal activities and other 

quasi-public entities not sponsored by the municipality and, 

therefore, not subject to coverage by the ―Fund‖; and 

 

      WHEREAS, it has been determined that in order to be covered 

by the ―Fund‖ an organization or activity meet the test that its 

function is of the type that historically the Borough has provided 

with coverage and/or which services a bona fide public purpose 

typically met by local government, and the benefits of which are 

available to the municipality in general; and 
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     WHEREAS, the Borough has asked the ―Fund‖ to extend coverage  

to the following entities: 

 

     Class III - All Other Non-Athletic Organizations 

 

Fort Lee Film Commission 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the  

Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

 

 Section 1.  It is hereby certified that the above listed 

organizations exist within the Borough of Fort Lee as the bona 

fide charitable, educational or recreational activities of the 

municipality and as such are sponsored or subsidized directly or 

indirectly or indirectly by the municipality. 

 

 Section 2.  The Borough of Fort Lee does hereby request that 

the activities described herein be covered for general liability 

coverage in accordance with the applicable limits and 

restrictions.  The subject activities: 

 

 Promote history of the Borough of Fort Lee 

 

 Section 3.  A certified copy of the Resolution shall be filed 

with the Secretary of the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance 

Fund. 

 

   

CA-14 - Approving Renewal of Membership With the Bergen Municipal  

Employee Benefits Fund (Gateway BMED Fund) and Authorizing 

Execution of an Indemnity and Trust Agreement 

 

BERGEN MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFITS FUND RESOLUTION TO  

     RENEW 

 

WHEREAS, a number of public entities in the State of New 

Jersey have joined together to form the Bergen Municipal Employee 

Benefits Fund, hereafter referred to as ―GATEWAY BMED FUND‖, as 

permitted by N.J.S.A. 11:15-3, 17:1-8.1, and 40A:10-36 et seq.; and  

 

     WHEREAS, the GATEWAY BMED FUND was approved to become 

operational by the Departments of Insurance and Community Affairs 

and has been operational since that date; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the statutes and regulations governing the creation 

and operation of a joint health insurance fund, contain certain 

elaborate restrictions and safeguards concerning the safe and 

efficient administration of the public interest entrusted to such 

the GATEWAY BMED FUND; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

hereinafter referred to as ―LOCAL UNIT‖ has determined that 

membership in the GATEWAY BMED FUND is in the best interest of the 

LOCAL UNIT, 

 

    NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 

LOCAL UNIT hereby agrees as follows: 

 

i. Renew membership with the GATEWAY BMED FUND for the 

period outlined in the LOCAL UNIT‘s Indemnity and Trust 

Agreements 

 

ii. Will participate in the following type(s) of 

coverage(s) 
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a) Health Insurance as defined pursuant to               

N.J.S.A.17B:17-4, the GATEWAY BMED FUND‘s Bylaws, 

and Plan of Risk Management 

 

       iii.   Adopts and approves the GATEWAY BMED FUND‘S Bylaws 

 

 iv.    Execute an application for membership and any   

        accompanying certifications; and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the 

LOCAL UNIT is authorized and directed to execute the 

Indemnity and Trust Agreement and such other documents 

signifying membership in the GATEWAY BMED FUND as required 

by the GATEWAY BMED FUND‘s Bylaws, and to deliver these 

documents to the GATEWAY BMED FUND‘s Executive Director with 

the express reservation that these documents shall become 

effective only upon: 

 

  i.  Approval of the LOCAL UNIT by the GATEWAY BMED FUND 

 

        ii. Receipt from the LOCAL UNIT of a Resolution accepting                         

assessment 

 

       iii. Approval by the New Jersey Department of Insurance and 

Department of Community Affairs. 

 

 

CA-15 - Endorsing U.S. Senate Measure to Establish Nationwide  

September 11th Moment of Remembrance 

 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

Joining the National Moment of Remembrance of the 10th  

Anniversary of September 11th 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee 

expresses their support of the United State's Senate regarding 

coming together as a Nation and ceasing all work or other activity 

for a moment of remembrance beginning at 1:00 p.m. Eastern 

Daylight Time on September 11, 2011, in honor of the 10th 

anniversary of the terrorist attacks committed against the United 

States on September 11, 2001; and 

 

WHEREAS, at 8:46 a.m., on September 11, 2001, hijacked 

American Airlines Flight 11 crashed into the upper portion of the 

North Tower of the World Trade Center in New York City, New York; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, 17 minutes later, at 9:03 a.m., hijacked United 

Airlines Flight 175 crashed into the South Tower of the World 

Trade Center; and 

 

WHEREAS, at 9:37 a.m., the west wall of the Pentagon was hit 

by hijacked American Airlines Flight 77, the impact of which 

caused immediate and catastrophic damage to the headquarters of 

the Department of Defense; and 

 

WHEREAS, at approximately 10:00 a.m., the passengers and crew 

of hijacked United Airlines Flight 93 acted heroically to retake 

control of the airplane and thwart the taking of additional 

American lives by crashing the airliner in Shanksville, 

Pennsylvania, and, in doing so, gave their lives to save countless 

others; and 

 

WHEREAS, nearly 3,000 innocent civilians were killed in the 

heinous attacks of September 11, 2001; and 
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WHEREAS, tens of thousands of individuals narrowly escaped 

the attacks at the Pentagon and World Trade Center and, as 

witnesses to this tragedy, are forever changed; and 

 

WHEREAS, countless fire departments, police departments, 

first responders, governmental officials, workers, emergency 

medical personnel, and volunteers responded immediately and 

heroically to those horrific events; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fire Department of New York suffered 343 

fatalities on September 11, 2001, the largest loss of life of any 

emergency response agency in United States history; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the Port Authority Police Department suffered 37 

fatalities in the attacks, the largest loss of life of any police 

force in United States history in a single day; and 

 

WHEREAS, the New York Police Department suffered 23 

fatalities as a result of the terrorist attacks; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the impact of that day on public health continues 

through 2011, as nearly 90,000 people are at risk of or suffering 

from negative health effects as a result of the events of 

September 11, 2001, including 14,000 workers and 2,400 community 

residents who are sick, and tens of thousands of others whose 

health is being monitored; and 

 

WHEREAS, 10 years later, the people of the United States and 

people around the world continue to mourn the tremendous loss of 

innocent life on that fateful day; and 

 

WHEREAS, 10 years later, thousands of men and women in the 

United States Armed Forces remain in harm‘s way defending the 

United States against those who seek to threaten the United 

States; and 

 

WHEREAS, on the 10th anniversary of this tragic day, the 

thoughts of the people of the United States are with all of the 

victims of the events of September 11, 2001 and their families; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the lives of Americans were changed forever on 

September 11, 2001, when events threatened the American way of 

life; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 2009, Congress and the President joined together 

to designate September 11 as a National Day of Service and 

Remembrance under the Serve America Act (Public Law 111–13; 123 

Stat. 1460); and 

 

WHEREAS, in September 2009 and 2010, President Obama issued 

Proclamation 8413 (74 Fed. Reg. 47045) and Proclamation 8559 (75 

Fed. Reg. 56463) proclaiming September 11, 2009, and September 11, 

2010, respectively, as Patriot Day and National Day of Service and 

Remembrance; and 

 

WHEREAS, September 11 will never, and should never, be just 

another day in the hearts and minds of all people of the United 

States, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee 

 

(1) recognizes September 11, 2011, as a day of solemn 

commemoration of the events of September 11, 2001, and a day to 

come together as a Nation; and 
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(2) offers its deepest and most sincere condolences to the 

families, friends, and loved ones of the innocent victims of the 

September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks; and 

 

(3) honors the heroic service, actions, and sacrifices of first 

responders, law enforcement personnel, State and local officials, 

volunteers, and countless others who aided the innocent victims of 

those attacks and, in doing so, bravely risked and often gave 

their own lives; and 

 

(4) recognizes the valiant service, actions, and sacrifices of 

United States personnel, including members of the United States 

Armed Forces, the United States intelligence agencies, the United 

States diplomatic service, homeland security and law enforcement 

personnel, and their families, who have given so much, including 

their lives and well-being, to support the cause of freedom and 

defend the security of the United States; and 

 

(5) reaffirms that the people of the United States will never 

forget the challenges our country endured on and since September 

11, 2001, and will work tirelessly to defeat those who attacked 

the United States; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on the 10th anniversary of this 

tragic day in United States history the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee calls upon all of the people and institutions 

of the United States to observe a moment of remembrance on 

September 11, 2011, including (i) media outlets; (ii) houses of 

worship; (iii) military organizations; (iv) veterans 

organizations; (v) airlines; (vi) airports; (vii) railroads; 

(viii) sports teams; (ix) the Federal Government; (x) State and 

local governments; (xi) police, fire, and other public 

institutions; (xii) educational institutions; (xiii) businesses; 

and (xiv) other public and private institutions; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the Borough 

of Fort Lee encourages the observance of the moment of remembrance 

to last for 1 minute beginning at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time 

by, to the maximum extent practicable ceasing all work or other 

activity; and marking the moment in an appropriate manner, 

including by ringing bells, blowing whistles, or sounding sirens. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich explained and commented on CA-2, CA-3 and CA-

10 and CA-12. 

 

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-7 and CA-12. 

 

 Mr. Cervieri and Ms. Thomas responded to CA-7.  Mayor 

Sokolich spoke to CA-12. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman, 

and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15) was approved 

unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

R-1 - Endorsing Resolution Opposing Potential Toll Hikes by the  

Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 

  

 Mr. Pohan recused himself on this matter and left the podium. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE OPPOSING THE TOLL INCREASE PROPOSED BY THE 

PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 

WHEREAS, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 

recently announced plans to introduce in September 2011 the 

largest increase ever in tolls for bridges and tunnels into 

Manhattan of more than 50% that would raise tolls for E-Z Pass 

drivers from $6 to $10 during off-peak hours and from $8 to $12 

during peak hours, to be followed by an additional $2 increase to 

be implemented in 2014, 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That the Borough of Fort Lee stridently opposes the 

proposed increases in tolls that will impose an unreasonable burden 

upon users of the bridges and tunnels, and urges the members of the 

Board of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey to reject 

the proposed toll increase. 

 

 2. That the Borough of Fort Lee implores the Governors of 

New Jersey and New York to veto the proposed toll increase in the 

event the Board of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 

authorizes the imposition of the proposed toll increase. 

 

 3. That the Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee is hereby 

directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to the Governor and 

State Legislators of the State of New Jersey. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Cervieri 

 

 Mr. Cervieri stated that the governors today agreed to a much 

smaller $1.50 toll increase.  It was his opinion that there should 

have been no toll increase at all.  

  

 Mr. Pohan returned to the podium at this point of the meeting 

 

 

R-2 - Authorizing Agreement with Kensington Park Condominium  

Association Inc. and Royal Buckingham Respecting the Furnishing of 

Services to a Qualified Private Community Pursuant to the 

Municipal Services Act 

 

 Council Members Goldberg and Cervieri recused themselves on 

this matter and left the podium. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich explained how the Municipal Services Act works 

for private development/communities within municipalities. 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT  

        WITH KENSINGTON PARK CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC.  

        AND ROYAL BUCKINGHAM RELATED TO THE PROVISION OF  

        MUNICIPAL SERVICES ACT 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, 

established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 



Regular Meeting                                    August 18, 2011 

                                                          Page #16 

 

 WHEREAS, the Municipal Services Act, N.J.S.A. 40:67-23.2 et 

seq., requires that a municipality either provide certain services  

 

to a qualified private community or reimburse the qualified 

private community for the costs of providing certain basic 

services on public roads and streets, including the removal of 

snow, lighting of roads and streets, and the collection of leaves,  

recyclable materials and solid waste (―Qualified Services‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, Kensington Park Condominium Association, Inc. and 

Royal Buckingham are comprised of two hundred ninety-three (293) 

residential units, is located within the geographical boundaries 

of the Borough and constitutes a qualified private community 

pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Services Act; and  

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough and Kensington Park Condominium 

Association, Inc. and Royal Buckingham desire to enter into an 

agreement for a term of five (5) years related to the provision of 

the Municipal Service Act; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the entry into a contract with Kensington Park 

Condominium Association Inc. and Royal Buckingham in accordance 

with the Municipal Services Act is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That entry into an agreement with Kensington Park 

Condominium Association, Inc. and Royal Buckingham in accordance 

with the Municipal Services Act is hereby authorized. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement, between the Borough and Kensington Park 

Condominium Association, Inc. and Royal Buckingham memorializing 

the terms and conditions for the reimbursement for Qualified 

Services under the Municipal Services Act. 

 

 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 4. That upon execution of such agreement of the contract d, 

and this resolution between the parties shall be available for 

public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 5.  That the agreement to be embodied in form and content 

must be acceptable to the Borough Attorney. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

  

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti 

 

 Council Members Goldberg and Cervieri returned to the podium 

at this point in the meeting. 

 

 

APPOINTMENT 

 

A-1 – Library Board of Trustees 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Jacqueline Seewald to serve as a  
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member of the Library Board of Trustees for an unexpired term 

through December 31, 2012.  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich noted that he and some of his colleagues 

attended one of the public hearings held earlier this week that 

the Port Authority was holding with regard to the potential toll 

hikes. He let the community know that he spoke against the toll 

hikes. 

 

 

Councilman Pohan - had no report tonight. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – congratulated Ms. Marnel on her retirement 

which was listed as CA-3 on tonight‘s agenda. 

 

 He stated that the Volunteer Fire Department through July of 

this year has responded to 804 calls. 

 

 He stated that the Borough‘s 6
th
 Annual Tour de Fort Lee will 

be held on Sunday, October 2
nd
.  The bicycle tour and associated 

walking event benefits the Fort Lee Education Foundation. 

 

 He also announced that the Fort Lee Museum on Monday, 

September 12
th
 will be unveiling its exhibit of items that they 

have from Palisade Amusement Park which closed in September 1971 

forty years ago. 

 

 He stated that all electronic recycling items such as 

computers, televisions, radios and printers must be brought up to 

the DPW yard for disposal.  Electronic devices are not picked up 

by the garbage company. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – had no report tonight. 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – offered a brief background regarding 

Jacqueline Seewald‘s literary and educational accomplishments.  

Ms. Seewald was appointed to the Library Board of Trustees earlier 

this evening. 

 

 He also thanked retiring member Harold Desner for his many 

contributions that he gave to the Library Board which he served on 

for many years. 

 

 He spoke about Lisa Waxman who was hired part-time earlier 

this evening.  Ms. Waxman is currently the recording secretary for 

the Zoning Board of Adjustment. She is already familiar with many 

things that go on in the Building Department.  The Borough 

continues to strive to provide greater services at less cost. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich noted that Diran Jebejian, Ambulance Corps 

Chief, has taken a temporary leave of absence.  On behalf of the 

governing body he wished Diran the best of luck.  He has been a 

very valuable asset to the Borough. 
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 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Speaker   Subject       Response 

 

Elliot Albert       .Borough Hosting United         Mayor Sokolich 

2077 Center Ave.      States 2012 World Ironman     Mr. Cervieri 

                      Triathlon Championship 

 

Arya Jenkins        .Read Letter Regarding          Mayor Sokolich 

1231 Inwood Terrace   Traffic/Pedestrian Safety 

 

 

Anna Lypinski      .Port Authority Toll Hike 

400 Park Place       Meeting 

 

                   .Picture of GWB on Stage at      Mayor Sokolich 

                     Music Events Held at the 

                     Community Center 

 

 

 Mr. Sohmer stated that the Three Po Tenors which has been 

cancelled twice due to inclement weather has been rescheduled for 

Monday, August 29
th
 at the lawn of the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center. 

 

Nina Levinson     .Toll Hike Meeting/Appreciation   Mayor Sokolich 

1560 West St.       for Mayor and Council‘s Position 

                    Regarding the Increase 

 

                  .Borough‘s 9/11 Memorial          Mayor Sokolich 

 

 Mayor Sokolich read the following letter regarding 9/11 

Ceremonies Bergen County is holding. 

 

―As the 10
th
 anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist 

attacks approaches, we are making plans for two Remembrance 

Ceremonies to celebrate the lives of the 148 Bergen County 

residents lost on that tragic day. 

 

The first ceremony will be held on Thursday, September 8, 2011 at 

12:00pm in the Piazza parking lot of One Bergen County Plaza.  The 

second will be on Sunday, September 11
th
 at 3:00pm at the 9/11 

Memorial in Overpeck Park in Leonia. 

 

Both ceremonies will be attended by invited guests, Bergen County 

residents, employees, veterans, police, firefighters and EMTs who 

have a direct connection to the events of 9/11.  All are welcome 

and I would like to invite you to attend either or both ceremonies, 

if your schedule will allow. 

 

Additionally, after the September 8
th
 ceremony, you are also 

invited to view an exhibit of photos of 9/11 Memorials from 

municipalities throughout Bergen County.  The exhibit will be on 

display in the lobby of One Bergen County Plaza.‖ 

 

Very truly yours, 

Kathleen A. Donovan 

Bergen County Executive 

 

Mr. Cervieri mentioned that the Port Authority said that they 

need money for their big infrastructure program.  He reminded 

everyone after watching a PBS show about the 75
th
 anniversary of 

the George Washington Bridge that the Port Authority was supposed 

to build a helix from the PIP to the lower lever of the George 

Washington Bridge which was supposed to be completed by 2010 but in 

reality never began.  The Port Authority ignored doing a major  
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Capital program which they had promised to the Borough.  The union 

workers who sat in at the hearings and were in favor of the toll 

hikes because of potential work would have been gainfully employed 

for many years if the Port Authority had built the helix as they 

had promised. 

 

Mr. Goldberg stated that they also took Borough property off 

the tax rolls which was going to be used for the helix. 

 

Messrs. Cervieri and Goldberg both mentioned that the Borough 

has been looking for the Port Authority to put the property that 

they have never used back on the Borough‘s tax rolls. 

 

Mayor Sokolich concurred with Messrs. Cervieri and Goldberg 

and added that the Port Authority should be using the property they 

received from the Borough. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 

adjourned, and carried at 8:57 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                                Thursday, July 21, 2011 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti  

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich spoke about the ongoing heat wave in the area.  

He urged residents to stay cool and not to go outside unless 

necessary.   The Borough‘s emergency services are on call and 

available for anyone seeking assistance at all times.  

 

 He stated that the Borough‘s 9/11 Memorial has been erected  

but is currently under wraps.  The 9/11 Memorial and associated 

plaques will be unveiled on September 11th in Constitution Park at 

10:00 a.m.  It will be a very fitting, timely and respectful 

memorial dedicated to the tragedy. The Memorial will also salute 

the Borough‘s emergency services on the stellar job they did back 

on 9/11.  The emergency services incorporate the police 

department, fire department, ambulance corps and emergency 

management office. 

 

 He stated that this past Monday at a ceremony held at Fire 

Company #3, Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno and Deputy Executive 

Director, William Baroni of the Port Authority of New York and New 

Jersey, presented him a $5,000 check from the Port Authority to 

the Borough‘s emergency services, particularly the Fire Department 

to be used for fire safety equipment.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 14, 

2011 Regular Meeting were approved with Council Members Goldberg, 

and Cervieri abstaining. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 2, 2011 

Executive Session were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 9, 2011 

Regular Meeting were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 16, 

2011 Executive Session were approved. 

 

    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2011-16 - Appropriating a $155,100 Grant from the U.S. 

Department of Energy for the Preparation and Implementation 

of an Energy Efficiency Strategy 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2011-16 entitled, ―ORDINANCE OF THE  

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY 

APPROPRIATING A $155,100 GRANT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

FOR THE PREPARATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ENERGY EFFICIENT 

STRATEGY,‖ was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

August 18, 2011. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-17 - Amending Chapter 216 Fire Prevention, Article 

I Adoption of Standards, Section 6 Amendments to Fire Prevention 

Code of the Borough of Fort Lee to Authorize the Building    

Department Sub-Code Official and Code Enforcement Officials of  

the Building  Department to Have Enforcement Powers for Sub- 

Sections (35) and (36) (Fire Zones)  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2011-17 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 216 FIRE PREVENTION, ARTICLE 1, ADOPTION OF 

STANDARDS, SECTION 6 AMENDMENTS TO FIRE PREVENTION CODE OF 

AMERICAN INSURANCE COMPANY, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF 

THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,‖ was introduced and passed on first 

reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 18, 

2011. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2011-13 – Amending Chapter 289, Section 15, Article IV,  

Parking Meters, Subsection (18)(b) to Include One Hour Parking  

Meters on Edwin Avenue, East and West Sides, Fletcher Avenue   

to Summit Avenue  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord.  
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#2011-13 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, 

ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT 

PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES ESTABLISHED; VIOLATIONS 

AND PENALTIES; OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.‖ 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

 

Ordinance #2011-14 - Appropriating $1,928,500 for Various Capital  

Improvements and Authorizing the Issuance of $1,832,075 Bonds or  

Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  

Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2011-14 entitled, ―BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 

BERGEN, NEW JERSEY APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF 

$1,928,500 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,832,075 

BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 

THEREOF.‖ 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance 2011-15 - Amending and Supplementing the Redevelopment 

Plan for Redevelopment Area 6 in the Borough of Fort Lee, Dated  

August 2006 

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 

podium. 

 

 Council President Pohan chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 

Ord. #2011-15 “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT ―THE 

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 6 IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE, NEW JERSEY,‖ DATED AUGUST 2006, A TRUE COPY OF WHICH IS 

ATTACHED AS ―EXHIBIT A‖ §319-12.A OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE.‖ 

 

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked for a brief 

explanation of the proposed changed. 

 

 Mr. Pohan stated that this is a project on Route 4 eastbound 

by the existing Courtesy Motel.  The project will now be phased in 

over a period of a time due to the current economic conditions. 

 

 Mr. Cohen added that the project itself remains unchanged. 
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 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium at this point in the 

meeting. 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-16. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                  $6,847,983.52 

Capital                                          951,253.88   

Road Improvement Plan                            450,000.00 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                      3,917,724.21 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,562.50 

Trip Admissions                                   19,073.50        

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         16,438.67  

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                           4,730.15  

Redemption Account                               132,548.31 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                      250.00 

Police Justice                                          n/a     

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $12,341,564.74 

 

 

CA-2 - Approving Various Jr. Auxiliary & Auxiliary Fire Department  

Applications for Andrew Caceres, Marcelo Choi, Christopher 

McCafferty, Michael Medaglia, Viviana Ramos, Kelvin Rodriguez and 

Margarita Triantafilou 

 

 The Jr. Auxiliary and Auxiliary Firefighter applications 

listed above were approved. 
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CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Four (4) Clean Communities Employees  

– $7.50 to $10.00 Hourly 

 

WHEREAS, summer seasonal positions exist within various 

departments, and the Mayor and Council have determined that the 

positions should be filled, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired 

as summer help, at the hourly rates of compensation listed below: 

 

Name         Department      Hourly   

                                        Rate                 

Matt Francolino      Clean Communities   $10.00 

Erik Salgado Jr.     Clean Communities     9.75 

Maxx Romba           Clean Communities     7.50 

Matt Scorcher        Clean Communities     7.50 at Recreation 

 

Christopher Stabile* Clean Communities     8.50 

 

*Amended from $7.50 to $8.50 as employee was hired by Resolution  

 on April 14, 2011 and had been previously employed by Borough in 

 Clean Communities program.  

 

 

CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Allegra Levy, Supervising  

Clerk Typist for the Police Department – Effective September 1st 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that Allegra Levy, Supervising Clerk Typist 

with the Police Department, has submitted a retirement notice 

dated July 18, 2011 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same,    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Levy‘s retirement 

will be effective September 1, 2011 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New  

Jersey for Period Covering April 1, 2011 Through June 30, 2011 - 

$1,300.00 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 

authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 

America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  

amount of $1,300.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 

for the period covering April 1, 2011 through June 30, 2011. Fees 

are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 

Human Services; and 

 

01-2887 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there were no Civil Unions during 

the aforementioned time period. 

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing the Tax Collector to Prepare and Mail Out 

Estimated Tax Bills for the Third Quarter 

 

   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TAX      

        COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN                

        ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994 C. 72 

 

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee had a public hearing 

regarding its scheduled budget adoption on March 10, 2011 and the 

Bergen County Board of Taxation maybe unable to certify Fort Lee‘s  
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tax rate at this time and the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector 

may be unable to mail the Borough‘s 2011 tax bills on a timely 

basis; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector/Fort Lee Chief 

Financial Officer has computed an estimated tax levy in accordance 

with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and he has signed a certification showing 

the tax levies for the previous year, the tax rates and the range 

of permitted estimated tax levies, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

on this the 21st day of July, 2011 as follows: 

 

     1.  The Fort Lee Tax Collector is hereby authorized and 

directed to prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough 

of Fort Lee for the Third Installment of 2011 taxes.  The Tax 

Collector shall take such actions as are permitted and required by 

P.L. 1994, c. 72 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3) 

  

     2.  The entire estimated tax levy for 2011 is hereby set at 

$121,682,787.00. 

 

     3.  In accordance with the law the Third Installment of 2011  

taxes shall not be subject to interest until the later of August  

10th or the twenty-fifth day after the date the estimated tax 

bills were mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice 

specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue. 

 

 

CA-7 - Approving Renewal of Two Liquor Licenses for 2011-2012 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the following plenary retail consumption licenses, for the 

year 2011/2012 be issued to each of the applicants listed on the 

attached pages for premises designated opposite their respective 

names for the distribution or sale of alcoholic beverages.  

 

STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 

 

0219-33-036-010   RISTORANTE IL LIMONCELLO  

                   LLC 

 

0219-33-048-017   MUSSO CAFE INC. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 

authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  

corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 

 

 

CA-8 - Endorsing Submission of a Sustainable Jersey Grant Fund  

Application Funded by Wal-Mart 

 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FROM LOCAL GOVERNING BODY AUTHORIZING 

THE SUSTAINABLE JERSEY GRANT FUNDED BY WAL-MART 

 

WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of 

life for its residents by ensuring that its environmental, 

economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually 

supportive; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee strives to save tax dollars, 

assure clean land, air and water, improve working and living 

environments; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is participating in the 

Sustainable Jersey Program; and  

  

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey 

Program is to provide resources to municipalities to make progress 

on sustainability issues, and they have created a grant program 

called the Sustainable Jersey Small Grants funded by Wal-Mart; and  

 

WHEREAS,  the Borough has prepared an application request in 

the amount of $10,000 ($25,000) for the installation of recycling 

bins in various locations along public roadways and in parks,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body has 

determined that the Borough of Fort Lee should apply for the 

aforementioned Grant; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough 

of Fort Lee, State of New Jersey, authorize the submission of the 

aforementioned Sustainable Jersey Grant funded by Wal-Mart. 

 

 

CA-9 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  

Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional  

Appraisal Services for Property Located at 2115 Linwood Avenue 

Block 5151, Lot 1 - $7,500.00 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

  THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖) awarded a contract to Robert 

McNerney of McNerney Associates (―McNerney‖) as a licensed 

appraiser to provide professional appraisal services related to 

complaints filed with the Tax Court challenging the Borough‘s 

total assessment for individual properties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 2115 Linwood 

Avenue in the Borough filed a complaint with the Tax Court 

challenging the Borough‘s total assessment for the property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the property located at 2115 Linwood Avenue, also known as 

Block 5151, Lot 1 on the tax map of the Borough (―Property‖), 

there exists a need for McNerney to perform such appraisal in 

accordance with its proposal, dated June 21, 2011, attached 

hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

McNerney to perform such professional appraisal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
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of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney completed and submitted at least ten (10) days prior 

to the award of the contract for professional services a Political 

Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business 

Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made 

any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee 

in the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from 

making any reportable contributions through the term of the 

contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification submitted by McNerney 

have been placed and maintained on file at the office of the 

Borough Clerk;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 

are available for these purposes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the Property in the Borough is in the 

best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New 

Jersey 07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional appraisal services related to the preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the property located at 2115 Linwood 

Avenue in the Borough at a cost of $7,500.00, in accordance with 

its proposal, dated June 21, 2011, attached hereto and made a part 

hereof. 

 

 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 
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 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-10 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  

Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional  

Appraisal Services for Property Located at 2151 Lemoine Avenue 

Block 5952, Lot 11 - $9,500.00 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

  THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖) awarded a contract to Robert 

McNerney of McNerney Associates (―McNerney‖) as a licensed 

appraiser to provide professional appraisal services related to 

complaints filed with the Tax Court challenging the Borough‘s 

total assessment for individual properties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 2151 Lemoine 

Avenue in the Borough filed a complaint with the Tax Court 

challenging the Borough‘s total assessment for the property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the property located at 2151 Lemoine Avenue, also known as 

Block 5952, Lot 11 on the tax map of the Borough (―Property‖), 

there exists a need for McNerney to perform such appraisal in 

accordance with its proposal, dated June 21, 2011, attached 

hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

McNerney to perform such professional appraisal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney completed and submitted at least ten (10) days prior 

to the award of the contract for professional services a Political 

Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business 

Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made 

any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee 

in the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from 

making any reportable contributions through the term of the 
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contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification submitted by McNerney 

have been placed and maintained on file at the office of the 

Borough Clerk;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 

are available for these purposes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the Property in the Borough is in the 

best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New 

Jersey 07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional appraisal services related to the preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the property located at 2151 Lemoine 

Avenue in the Borough at a cost of $9,500.00, in accordance with 

its proposal, dated June 21, 2011, attached hereto and made a part 

hereof. 

 

 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-11 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Weiss & Frankel at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, 

CO1413 for Tax Years 2010 and 2011 

 

WHEREAS, Weiss & Frankel are the owners of a certain 

residential condominium located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit 

1403, also known as Block 3352, Lot 3, CO1403; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Weiss & Frankel vs. 

Borough of Fort Lee; and 
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 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney and/or the 

Tax Assessor be and they are hereby authorized and directed to 

execute any and all documents necessary in order to finalize the 

settlement of litigation entitled Weiss & Frankel vs. Borough of 

Fort Lee, so that the unit assessments for tax years 2010 and 2011 

will be reduced from $440,000 to $400,000; and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 
 

 

CA-12 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Ashkenazy Acquisitions at 1638-1642 Schlosser Street, Block 4252, 

Lot 5 for Tax Years 2009-2012 

 

WHEREAS, Ashkenazy Acquisitions is the owner and taxpayer of 

property located at 1638-1642 Schlosser Street at the Fort Lee 

Town Center, also known as Block 4252, Lot 5; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for 2009, 2010 and 

2011 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled 

Ashkenazy Acquisitions vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently 

pending in the Tax Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney and/or the 

Tax Assessor be and they are hereby authorized and directed to 

execute any and all documents necessary in order to finalize the 

settlement of litigation entitled Ashkenazy Acquisitions vs. 

Borough of Fort Lee, so that the complaints for tax years 2009, 

2010 and 2011 will be withdrawn, and the assessments for all three 

years will remain intact at $14,500,000, and the 2012 assessment 

will be temporarily reduced from $14,500,000 to $13,000,000, by 

the Assessor, until such time as the Borders space is occupied or 

partially occupied. 

 

 

CA-13 - Approving Limousine Owner’s License to Omar Hudson to  

Establish and Operate Bounce Transportation, LLC at One Bridge 

Plaza North, Suite 275 

  

WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Omar Hudson, to 

establish and operate Bounce Transportation, LLC at One Bridge 

Plaza North, Suite 275, Fort Lee, New Jersey a limousine business 

in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only twelve (12) such 

companies can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently 

there are eight (8) limousine businesses operating; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant and business location has been reviewed 

and approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, Building Department 

and Fire Department, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 

applicable license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and 

directed to issue a limousine business owner's license to Omar 

Hudson d/b/a Bounce Transportation, LLC for the operation of a 

limousine service from One Bridge Plaza North, Suite 275, to 

include parking of  vehicle(s) at the same address. 

 

 

CA-14 - Authorizing the Sale of the Borough’s Surplus Property No 

Longer Needed for Public Use on Propertyroom.com an Online  

Auction Website and Publication of Such Notice of the Online  

Auction 

 

  A NOTICE BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN,  

  STATE OF NEW JERSEY, OF THE SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY NO  

  LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE 

  AND PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE OF THE ONLINE AUCTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program 

and Study Act has been enacted by the New Jersey Legislature to 

permit local units to purchase bulk commodities and services and 

sell surplus property through means of the internet and related 

technologies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖) has surplus 

equipment and vehicles that is no longer used and useful in 

providing municipal services to the citizens of the Borough and 

wishes to dispose of these goods through an efficient and 

effective process; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 

Borough awarded a contract to Propertyroom.com to auction on its 

website any surplus and unclaimed property (―Property‖) in the 

various departments in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the equipment and 

vehicles listed on Schedule A (Available in the Office of the 

Borough Clerk) constitutes Property no longer needed for public 

use; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to sell through an online 

auction the Property listed in Schedule A, attached to this 

resolution (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the sale of surplus and unclaimed property through 

an online auction is to be  conducted in accordance with the 

requirements of Local Finance Notice 2008-9; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the auction of surplus and unclaimed property 

pursuant with the terms and condition of the Borough‘s contract 

with Propertyroom.com is necessary for the efficient operations of 

the Borough and the sale of Property no longer used and useful by 

the Borough for the provision of municipal services is in the best 

interests of its citizens; and 

 

 WHEREAS the original bid proposal of Propertyroom.com and the 

contract by and between the Borough and Propertyroom.com setting 

forth the terms and conditions for the auction services to be 

provided are available in the Borough Clerk‘s Office and the 

website of Propertyroom.com 

 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

 

 1.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to post an 
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Offer to sell the Property listed on schedule A, on an auction 

website as follows: 

 

 Online auction site: www.propertyroom.com 
                          http://www.propertyroom.com 

 Length of Auction:     Minimum of three (3) days 

     Anticipated Starting    

      Date:                 August 8, 2011  

 Account #:     1045 

 Auction fees:          revenue sharing 

     Method of Payment:     major credit card 

 Shipping:              common carrier 

     Possession:            Propertyroom.com with exception of  

                         in-place auction items 

               Other terms:         Bidders must pre-register  

                             with propertyroom.com 

     Minimum Bid:           $1.00  

     Equipment:             Various Police Equipment  

       

         

 2. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to publish  

a copy of this Resolution as notice of the on-line auction, 

including the information shown in Paragraph #1 above.    

 

    3.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward 

to the Department of Community Affairs a copy of this resolution 

and a copy of the official advertisement of the on-line auction, 

as well as any other documentation as may be required to evidence 

the Borough‘s participation in the sale of surplus equipment 

pursuant to the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program and 

Study Act. 

 

 4.  That the proposal of and contract with Propertyroom.com, 

and a copy of the Resolution authorizing the sale of surplus 

property and the actual notice of the on-line auction, be made 

available for review by the public in the Borough Clerk‘s Office. 

 

 

CA-16 - Authorizing the Execution of an Agreement Between the 

State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation, and the Borough 

of Fort Lee With Regard to the Rt. 5 Rock Slope Stabilization 

Project  

 

  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT   

       BETWEEN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF  

       TRANSPORTATION AND BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  

 

 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey intends to stabilize the 

Rock face under the Rt. 5 Rock Slope Stabilization project within 

municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the project proposed by the State of New Jersey 

Department of Transportation may require the use of municipal 

police as Traffic Directors for work zone safety operations 

supplementing the traffic control plan established under the 

contract for construction of the project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation 

has requested that the Borough of Fort Lee enter into a Police 

Agreement for use of Municipality officers as Traffic Directors, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee in the County of Bergen and the State of New 

Jersey, that Mayor Mark J. Sokolich of the Borough is hereby 

authorized to execute an agreement between the State of New Jersey 

http://www.property/
http://www.propertyroom.com/
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Department of Transportation and the Borough of Fort Lee to 

provide Police Officers as Traffic Directors. 

 

 The costs incurred by the Municipality of the Borough of Fort 

Lee for the use of its officers in connection with the State 

construction project shall be paid directly to the Municipality of 

the Borough of Fort Lee by the State of New Jersey Department of 

Transportation pursuant to the agreement attached hereto. 

 

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, offered her congratulations 

to Allegra Levy on her retirement related to CA-4 and questioned  

CA-6 and CA-8.   

 

 Ms. Thomas, Mayor Sokolich and Mr. Cervieri responded to CA-

6.  Ms. Kasofsky spoke to CA-8. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-16 except for 

CA-15, which was removed by Mayor Sokolich for a separate vote) 

was approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-A/CA-15 - Authorizing Amendment to Developers Agreement With  

Sapthagiri LLC With Regard to Redevelopment Area 6 Located at 2169 

& 2175 Route 4 East 

 

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 

podium. 

 

 Council President Pohan chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

(THE “BOROUGH”) AND SAPTHAGARI, LLC (“REDEVELOPER”) DATED JUNE 14, 

2007 REGARDING REDEVELOPMENT AREA 6 LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE, NEW JERSEY 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough pursuant to the provisions of the Local 

Redevelopment and Housing Law, as amended and supplemented, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. (the ―Local Redevelopment and Housing 

Law‖), is charged with responsibility for implementing 

redevelopment plans and carrying out redevelopment projects in the 

Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with the criteria set forth in the 

Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, the Borough established an 

area in need of redevelopment designated as a redevelopment area 

which includes Block 5452, Lots 3 and 4, formerly known as Block 

5402, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 15, within the Borough (the 

―Redevelopment Area‖); and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Local 

Redevelopment and Housing Law, the Borough has undertaken efforts 

to develop a program for the redevelopment of the Redevelopment 

Area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law authorizes 

the Borough to arrange or contract with a redeveloper for the  
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planning, construction or undertaking of any project or 

redevelopment work in an area designated as a area in need of 

redevelopment; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Redeveloper previously made application to the 

Borough to be designated as the Redeveloper for Block 5452, Lots 3 

and 4, formerly known as Block 5402, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 15, (the 

―Project Premises‖); and  

 

 WHEREAS, in furtherance of the objectives of the Borough, 

Redeveloper previously submitted a conceptual plan for a hotel or 

hotels together with an adjacent  parking garage with sufficient 

parking spaces on the Project Premises, together with related 

improvements and facilities based on plans acceptable to the 

Borough (the "Project‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution adopted at the Borough's regular 

meeting on April 26, 2007, the Borough conditionally designated 

Sapthagiri, LLC as the Redeveloper (―Redeveloper‖) for the Project 

Premises for purposes of negotiating an agreement for the 

redevelopment of the Redevelopment Area contingent upon the 

further approval and adoption of a definitive Redevelopment 

Agreement; and   

 

 WHEREAS, in furtherance of the Borough's objectives, the 

Borough entered into a Redevelopment Agreement with Redeveloper 

for the construction of the Project subject to such other 

contingencies contained therein on June 14, 2007 (the ―2007 

Redevelopment Agreement‖); and    

 

 WHEREAS, as set forth in the 2007 Redevelopment Agreement, 

the Redeveloper has agreed to use reasonable efforts to acquire 

the Project Premises for the purposes of implementing the 

Redevelopment Plan and constructing the Project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by way of the 2007 Redevelopment Agreement, 

Redeveloper acknowledged that all uses to which the Project 

Premises may be devoted are to be controlled by the Redevelopment 

Plan and the 2007 Redevelopment Agreement, and that under no 

circumstances shall Redeveloper undertake the construction and 

development of the Project Premises so long as such construction 

or development shall not deviate from the terms of the 

Redevelopment Plan and the 2007 Redevelopment Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Redeveloper has received site plan and 

subdivision approval from the Borough Planning Board, which 

approvals have been amended as of January 11, 2011 for the 

Project; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Redeveloper now proposes to construct the 

Project in three (3) phases, and to maintain an existing motel 

building, a temporary motel office building and temporary surface 

parking during construction; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough and the Redeveloper desire to enter into 

this Amended and Restated Agreement so as to permit the phasing of 

construction of the Project as described above, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, that it hereby approves and 

authorizes the execution, by the appropriate Borough officials, of 

an amendment to the Redevelopment Agreement, dated June 14, 2007 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amendment shall be in the 

form similar to that attached hereto, subject to the execution of 

such amendment by the Redeveloper. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium at this point in the 

meeting and chaired the remainder of the meeting. 

 

 

R-1 – Amending Capital Budget 

 

 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2011 was 

adopted on the 10th day of March, 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 

section, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 

amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2011 

Budget be made: 

 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2011) 

    
         Capital     Grants in            To Be 

                   Estimated      Improvement     Aid and          Debt          Funded In 

Project #2011-1     Total Cost       Fund         Other Funds     Authorized     Future Years 

  

 

Various Improvements $6,000,000      50,000          n/a           950,000        5,000,000 

 

Total All Projects   $6,000,000      50,000          n/a           950,000        5,000,000       

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2011-2016 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 

                       Funding Amounts Per Year       

 
Project #2011-1   Estimated  Estimated Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 

                  Total Cost Completion Year    Year      Year       Year     Year      Year 

                                Time    2011    2012      2013       2014     2015      2016 

 

Various Improvements 6,000,000  2016  1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 

  

 

Total All Projects   6,000,000        1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2011-2016 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  

       Estimated     Capital  Grants in Aid  Bonds and Notes 

Project           Total Cost    Improvement    and Other        General     

                                     Fund            Funds 

 

2011-1                 6,000,000     300,000           n/a        5,700,000 

 

Total All Projects     6,000,000     300,000           n/a        5,700,000 

 

 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2011) 
 

      Capital Grants in                 To Be 

       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Aid and      Debt          Funded In 

Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Other Funds  Authorized     Future Years 

 

Various Imp.  2011-1     6,928,000      96,425        n/a        1,832,075     5,000,000 

  

Total All Projects       6,928,500      96,425   n/a        1,832,075     5,000,000  
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6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2011-2016 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 

 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project    Project    Estimated  Estimated   Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 

              #       Total Cost Completion   Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 

                                  Time        2011     2012    2013   2014   2015   2016 

 

Various Impr 2011-1    6,928,500   2016    1,928,500 

             

                                                             

Total All Projects     6,928,500           1,928,500 

 

 

 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2011-2016 

SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 

  Estimated Total Capital  Grants in Aid    Bonds and Notes 

Project        Cost          Improvement     and Other          General 

                               Fund           Funds 

 

2011-1       6,928,500       346,425          n/a               6,582,075 

 

Total All    9,200,000       346,425          n/a               6,582,075 

Projects 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 

resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 

Local Government Services. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky,  

            Cervieri 

 

 Ms. Thomas left the meeting at this point of the agenda.  

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer - spoke to the multitude of movies and concerts 

currently being held throughout the summer on Wednesdays and 

Saturdays at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center.  He urged 

residents to attend these free events. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – stated that the Three Po‘ Tenors is being 

held on Wednesday, August 3
rd
.  He added that it‘s a fabulous 

show.  

 

 He read a list of future movies and music being held in the 

upcoming weeks which events can be viewed on the Borough‘s 

website. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced on behalf of Steve Wielkocz, 

Health Officer, that there is an official heat alert ongoing.  

Some of the tips to stay cool include being inside with air 

conditioners on.  If going outside wear light color, light weight 

clothing including vented hats and drink plenty of water even if 

not feeling thirsty.  In addition certain medications increase the 

chance of heat related illnesses.  For additional information 

contact the Health Department at 201-592-3500 ext 1510. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – stated that during the summer the Fort Lee 

Public Library is open on Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Speaker   Subject      Response 

 

Anna Lypinski      .Various Fort Lee Activities 

400 Park Place     .Linwood Avenue Paving 

                   .State Housing Code for         Mayor Sokolich 

                     Multiple Dwellings  

 

Martha Cohen       .Front Door of Building Locked 

1500 Palisade Ave.   During Meeting 

 

David Cohen        .Red Light Camera Enforcement   Mayor Sokolich 

1500 Palisade Ave.   Project 

 

Barbara Lebow      .Police Enforcement/Disability  Mayor Sokolich 

201 Bridge Plaza N.  Scooters 

                   .Lack of Handicap Access for    Mayor Sokolich 

                     Disability Scooters on 

                     Bridge Plaza North to Main 

                     Street 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 

adjourned, and carried at 8:40 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                                 Thursday, June 9, 2011 @7:30 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT: Councilman Sargenti 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

3.  On June 3, 2011, a copy of said change in schedule 

meeting time was posted at 309 Main Street and a copy of said 

schedule change was also mailed to all persons listed in #2 above. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that this part of the country is in the 

midst of a heat alert.  The schools in the Borough closed early 

today due to the heat.  He urged everyone to stay inside and said 

that the Borough‘s emergency services are ready to help anyone who 

may need assistance. 

 

 He stated that the Borough‘s annual street fair was held this 

past Sunday before the heat arrived.  The fair was very 

successful.  He thanked Tom Meyers, Director of Cultural and 

Heritage Affairs, for making it a wonderful event.  The street 

fair has been and continues to be a great way to bring the 

community together. 

 

 He stated that this past Saturday he saw the last two 

episodes of HBO‘s ―The Pacific‖ which the Fort Lee Film Commission 

has been showing for the past five weeks in the Council Chambers 

every Saturday evening. 

 

 He offered special congratulations from himself and the 

governing body to Fort Lee High School students Nancie Sophias and 

George Padin who received the best female and male athlete awards 

at the high school sports and athletic awards ceremony held at the 

Fiesta on June 8th.  He mentioned that Nancie had previously  
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interned in the Mayor‘s office for a short period.  He also 

coached George when he was younger.  He mentioned that it was also 

touching for him see his son receive his first varsity letter.  He 

congratulated everyone who participated and received awards at the 

sports dinner. 

 

 He stated that he will be leaving the country on June 20
th
 

for a trip overseas to see his father‘s island in Crotia.  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 12, 2011 

Regular Meeting were approved. 

  

   

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2011-13 - Amending Chapter 289, Section 15, Article 

IV, Parking Meters, Subsection (18)(b) to Include One Hour 

Parking Meters on Edwin Avenue, East and West Sides, Fletcher 

Avenue to Summit Avenue  

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2011-13 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL 

PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES 

ESTABLISHED; VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES; OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH  

OF FORT LEE,‖ was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 21, 

2011. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-14 - Appropriating $1,928,500 for Various Capital 

Improvements and Authorizing the Issuance of $1,832,075 Bonds  

or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof  

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2011-14 entitled, ―BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY APPROPRIATING THE 

AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $1,928,500 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $1,832,075 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE 

PART OF THE COST THEREOF,‖ was introduced and passed on first 

reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

July 21, 2011. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-15 - Amending and Supplementing the Redevelopment 

Plan for Redevelopment Area 6 in the Borough of Fort Lee, Dated 

August 2006 

  

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

and carried, Ord. #2011-15 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND  
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SUPPLEMENT ―THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 6 IN THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY,‖ DATED AUGUST 2006, A TRUE COPY 

OF WHICH IS ATTACHED AS ―EXHIBIT A‖ §319-12.A OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,‖ was introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 21, 

2011. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Ordinance #2011-12 - Amending Chapter 193, Section 2, Construction 

Code Fees to Include the Uniform Construction Code of the State of  

New Jersey Elevator Fees Into the Borough’s General Code  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-1 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 193, UNIFORM 

CONSTRUCTION CODES, SECTION 2, FEES OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE.‖ 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-17. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                 $12,496,183.26 

Capital                                          139,268.82 

Road Improvement Plan                              3,627.00  

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,120.45 

Trip Admissions                                      500.00 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         19,841.60 

Special Dog Account                                  137.50   

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             581.00 

Redemption Account                                51,347.43 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 
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Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   10,380.00 

Police Justice                                          n/a 

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $12,724,987.06 

 

 

CA-2 - Accepting Auditor’s Annual Report for 2010  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of  

every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books,  

accounts and financial transactions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2010 has 

been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal 

Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received 

by each member of the governing body; and 

 

 WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board 

of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the 

local fiscal affairs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 

5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each 

municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance 

Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing 

body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit 

entitled: ―Comments and Recommendations; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally 

reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and 

specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled ―Comments 

and Recommendations‖, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of 

the governing body attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by 

the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt 

of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and 

have familiarized themselves with, at least the minimum 

requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New 

Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, 

as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 

 

 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local 

Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members 

of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 

52:27BB-52,to wit: 

 

 R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local 

governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or 

refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local 

Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall 

be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not 

more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not 

more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of 

the  Borough of Fort Lee, hereby states that it has complied with 

N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this 

resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show 

evidence of said compliance.  
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CA-3 - Authorizing the Hiring of Part-Time Summer Seasonal  

Employees for the Recreation Department – Termination Date  

August 31, 2011 

 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 

Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 

that these positions must be filled, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 

(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 

positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 

of Recreation; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  

appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 

date of June 27, 2011 and a termination date of August 31, 2011. 

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing First Constitution Bank, Fort Lee as an 

Additional Depository for the Borough 

 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 

designate a depository or depositories for its monies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

recommends that the following bank be named and included as one of 

the Borough‘s depositories: 

 

     First Constitution Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the above named bank is hereby designated 

as a depository for the Current, Trust and Capital and  sections 

of the accounts of the Borough of Fort Lee for 2011. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 

  

 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 

Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 

may designate. 

 

2. All disbursements from said account shall be made by 

checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 

Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk 

to Obtain Specifications in Order to Make a Request for Proposal 

for Banking Services 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized and directed to obtain Requests for Proposals 

for:  

 

     . Banking Services 

    

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Execution of a Treatment Works Approval  

Application for MCB Engineering Associates, LLC on Behalf of 

Sapthagiri LLC FOR the Fort Lee Redevelopment Area 6 Residential 

Project  
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WHEREAS it is necessary to secure a permit from the State of 

New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, for a 

Treatment Works Approval permit for a sewer extension for Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Area 6 Residential Project, Block 5452, Lots 1.02-

1.06; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Redevelopment Area 6 Residential 

project in Fort Lee involves the construction of five (5) single 

family dwellings consisting of three (3) bedrooms each; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the proposed Treatment Works consists of 

constructing 596 LF of 8" PVC which will serve the proposed 

development; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the project has been reviewed by the Planning Board, 

and Ed Mignone, Assistant Borough Engineer, for the Borough,    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes the Mayor or Borough Administrator 

to execute a Treatment Works Approval application, to the New 

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection on behalf of MCB 

Engineering Associates, LLC, engineer for applicant, Sapthagiri, 

LLC, for the Fort Lee Redevelopment Area 6 Residential Project, 

325 South River Street, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601. 

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing Execution of a Treatment Works Approval  

Application for MCB Engineering Associates, LLC on Behalf of 

Sapthagiri LLC FOR the Fort Lee Redevelopment Area 6 Hotel Project  

 
WHEREAS it is necessary to secure a permit from the State of 

New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, for a 

Treatment Works Approval permit for a sewer extension for Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Area 6 Hotel Project, Block 5452, Lot 1.01; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Redevelopment Area 6 Hotel project in 

Fort Lee involves the construction of two (2) hotels, the ―north‖ 

hotel building consisting of 158 rooms and the ―south‖ hotel 

building consisting of 110 rooms; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the proposed Treatment Works consists of 

constructing 62 LF of 6" DIP which will serve the proposed 

development; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the project has been reviewed by the Planning Board, 

and Ed Mignone, Assistant Borough Engineer, for the Borough,    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes the Mayor or Borough Administrator 

to execute a Treatment Works Approval application, to the New 

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection on behalf of MCB 

Engineering Associates, LLC, engineer for applicant, Sapthagiri, 

LLC, for the Fort Lee Redevelopment Area 6 Hotel Project, 325 

South River Street, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601. 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing Execution of Fort Lee Municipal Alliance                        

Application and Allocating a 25% Match of Said Funding – $3,940.00 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Municipal Alliance Program, the 

Borough of Fort Lee obtains state funding with respect to 

prevention of alcoholism and drug abuse; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has requested to provide a 25 percent 

match of said funding, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized 

and directed to execute the Fort Lee Municipal Alliance 

application for funding for the year 2011, and the Borough hereby 

pledges the sum of $3,940.00 towards such purposes. 

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Valerie Anavim at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, CPL02 

for Tax Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Valerie Anavim is the owner of a certain residential 

condominium unit located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit PL02, also 

known as Block 3352, Lot 3, CPL02; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Valerie Anavim vs. 

Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Valerie Anavim vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessment for 2010 will be reduced from $940,000 to $850,000; and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-10 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Eric Kim, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, C3902 for 

Tax Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Eric Kim is the owner of a certain residential 

condominium unit located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit 3902, also 

known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C3902; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Eric Kim vs. Borough of 

Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Eric Kim vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessment for 2010 will be reduced from $675,000 to $580,000; and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 
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CA-11 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Tracy Lin, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, CPLO3 for 

Tax Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Tracy Lin is the owner of a certain residential 

condominium unit located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit PL03, also 

known as Block 3352, Lot 3, CPL03; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Tracy Lin vs. Borough of 

Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Tracy Lin vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessment for 2010 will be reduced from $950,000 to $850,000; and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-12 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Michael Suh, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, C3711 

for Tax Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Michael Suh is the owner of a certain residential 

condominium unit located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit 3711, also 

known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C3711; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Michael Suh vs. Borough 

of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Michael Suh vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessment for 2010 will be reduced from $676,000 to $580,000; and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

CA-13 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Song Won Suh. at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3,  

C2710 for Tax Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Song Won Suh is the owner of a certain residential 

condominium unit located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit 2710, also 

known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C2710; and 
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 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Song Won Suh vs. Borough 

of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Song Won Suh vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessment for 2010 will be reduced from $776,000 to $624,000; and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-14 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Klein & Tran, at 1025 Route 5, Block 260, Lot 2, for Tax Years 

2010 and 2011 

 

WHEREAS, Martin Klein & Mary Tran are the owners and 

taxpayers of property located at 1025 Route 5, also known as Block 

260, Lot 22; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayers filed tax appeals for 2010 and 2011 

against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Klein & Tran 

vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in the Tax 

Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Klein & Tran vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the 

assessment for tax year 2010 will be reduced from $1,072,300 to 

$1,000,000, and the 2011 assessment will be reduced from 

$1,072,300 to $970,000; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-15 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  

Hackensack, New Jersey, for Additional Construction Inspection 

Service Fees for the 2010 Bergen County Road Resurfacing Program – 

$6,500.00 (Total Cost $14,900.00) 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AMENDMENT TO A CONTRACT  

  WITH BOSWELL McCLAVE ENGINEERING FOR THE REPLACEMENT 

  AND UPGRADE OF HANDICAP RAMPS ON ANDERSON AVENUE AND  

  CENTER AVENUE 
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 WHEREAS, in 2010, the County of Bergen (―County‖) awarded a 

contract to J.A. Alexander, Inc. (―Contractor‖) for the 

replacement and upgrade of handicap ramps in order to bring 

certain roads into compliance with the requirements of the New 

Jersey Department of Transportation (―NJDOT‖) and the federal 

Americans with Disabilities Act (―ADA‖), in conjunction with the 

County‘s road resurfacing program; and 

 

 WHEREAS, through the use of funds from NJDOT, the County 

will finance the capital costs of installing the required handicap 

ramps on County roads that are being resurfaced pursuant to its 

resurfacing program; and  

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary that the Borough of Fort Lee 

(―Borough‖) submit purchase orders to the Contractor in order for 

the County to reimburse the Borough for the construction costs 

reflected in the cooperative bid procurement for the replacement 

and upgrade of handicap ramps; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is responsible for all costs outside 

the scope of the County‘s handicap ramp construction contract with 

the Contractor, including engineering costs and local police 

protection; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 

resolution, the Borough authorized the award of a contract to 

Boswell McClave Engineering (―Boswell‖) to provide construction 

engineering and inspection services related to the installation of 

ADA-compliant handicap ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues in 

the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration (―FHA‖) has 

recently issued directives to NJDOT concerning the enforcement of 

standards under the ADA; and  

 

 WHEREAS, as a result of the directives issued by the FHA, 

the scope of construction engineering work for the road 

resurfacing program associated with the installation of ADA-

compliant handicap ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues in the 

Borough has been significantly increased; and  

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to authorize the services of 

Boswell to perform such additional professional engineer services 

in accordance with its proposal, dated May 19, 2011, attached 

hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide the additional construction 

engineering and inspection services related to the installation of 

ADA-compliant handicap ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues in 

the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of amending its contract 

with Boswell for the performance of professional construction 

engineering services in accordance with the procedures mandated 

under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts and amendments thereto for 

―professional services‖ without competitive bidding and the 

agreement between the parties must be available for public 

inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract for professional 

construction engineering services to be performed by Boswell is  
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awarded pursuant to a ―fair and open‖ process in accordance with 

the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 

seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough‘s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that sufficient funds are available for the additional 

expenditures necessary for installation of ADA-compliant handicap 

ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the authorization to amend the contract with 

Boswell for the performance of additional professional 

construction engineering services related to the installation of 

ADA-compliant handicap ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues in 

the Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract amendment is necessary for the 

efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

additional professional construction engineering and inspection 

services related to  the installation of ADA-compliant handicap 

ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues in the Borough, in 

accordance with its proposal, dated May 19, 2010, attached hereto 

and made a part hereof, and the terms and provisions of the 

agreement by and between Boswell and the Borough for consulting 

engineering services be amended, at a cost not-to-exceed an 

additional $6,500.00 on the basis of time and materials. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the additional engineering 

work pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written 

notice to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be 

completed within the budget established for the services.  If the 

services are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a 

detailed cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the 

Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-16 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  

Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional 

Appraisal Services for Property Located at 475 Main Street 4457, 

Lot 1 - $7,500.00 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACTS FOR THE 

  PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖) awarded a contract to Robert 

McNerney of McNerney Associates (―McNerney‖) as a licensed 

appraiser to provide professional appraisal services related to 

complaints filed with the Tax Court challenging the Borough‘s 

total assessment for individual properties; and 
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 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 475 Main Street 

in the Borough filed a complaint with the Tax Court challenging 

the Borough‘s total assessment for the property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the property located at 475 Main Street, also known as Block 

4457, Lot 1 on the tax map of the Borough (―Property‖), there 

exists a need for McNerney to perform such appraisal in accordance 

with its proposal, dated May 10, 2011, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

McNerney to perform such professional appraisal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney completed and submitted at least ten (10) days prior 

to the award of the contract for professional services a Political 

Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business 

Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made 

any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee 

in the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from 

making any reportable contributions through the term of the 

contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification submitted by McNerney 

have been placed and maintained on file at the office of the 

Borough Clerk; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 

are available for these purposes, and 
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 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the Property in the Borough is in the 

best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 

contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New 

Jersey 07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional appraisal services related to the preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the property located at 475 Main Street 

in the Borough at a cost of $7,500.00, in accordance with its 

proposal, dated May 10, 2011, attached hereto and made a part 

hereof. 

 

2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-17 - Amending Contract With Brown & Brown Metro Inc., Florham  

Park, New Jersey, With Regard to the Borough’s Prescription Plan 

to Include an Administration Fee - $26,782.00 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO BROWN AND BROWN 

  FOR PROFESSIONAL HEALTH BENEFITS INSURANCE CONSULTING  

  SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to a duly adopted 

resolution, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(―Borough‖) awarded a contract to Brown and Brown Metro, Inc. 

(―Brown‖) to perform health benefit insurance consulting services; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough retained the services of Brown to 

perform professional risk management consulting services in 

accordance with its proposal in response to the Borough‘s Request 

for Proposals, dated December 17, 2010, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough currently provides prescription drug 

benefits for employees and retirees; and 

 

WHEREAS, in its role as the Borough‘s health insurance 

broker, Brown solicited competitive proposals from the insurance 

marketplace for fully-insured and self-insured prescription drug 

programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to a duly adopted 

resolution, Global Rx was awarded a contract to provide third-

party administration self-funded pharmacy benefit management 

services for a period of one year with an annual administration 

fee of $69.68 per participant per year ($1.34 per participant per 

week) with no set-up fee; and  
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WHEREAS, the contract award to Global Rx is intended to 

improve prescription drug coverage from the coverage furnished by 

the Borough‘s previous provider to the benefit of the Borough‘s 

active employees, retired employees, and eligible dependents of 

active/retired employees; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Brown is entitled, pursuant to its contract with 

the Borough, to be paid commissions for the services it has 

provided with regard to prescription drug benefits; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined by Brown and confirmed by 

the Borough that the amount of commissions due to be paid to Brown 

is approximately $26,782.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of authorizing the payment 

of commissions to Brown in the approximate amount of $26,782.00 in 

accordance with its contract for the provision of professional 

risk management consulting services for a period of one year 

starting with the date that the Borough‘s prescription drug 

program was self-funded; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that funds are available 

for this purpose; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the payment of commissions to Brown in fulfillment 

of its contract for the provision of professional risk management 

consulting services is in the best interests of the Borough and 

for its efficient operation, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That compensation for risk management consulting 

services shall be paid in the manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-

18 as per Brown and Brown‘s proposal, and pursuant to an agreement 

to be entered into between the parties; and 

 

 2. That the Borough‘s Chief Financial Officer shall be and 

is hereby directed to review and confirm Brown‘s claim for 

commissions under its contract with the Borough and is authorized 

to pay to Brown the approximate amount of $26,782.00 as and for 

commissions earned in providing professional risk management 

consulting services. 

 

 3. That the Chief Financial Officer shall certify as to the 

availability of funds for this purpose. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
  

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to 

CA-4, CA-5, CA-6, CA-7, CA-8, CA-15 and CA-16. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich responded to CA-4.  Ms. Thomas spoke to CA-5. 

Messrs. Sokolich, Cohen, Cervieri and Ms. Thomas replied to CA-6 

and CA-7.  Ms. Thomas responded to CA-8.  Ms. Thomas and Mayor 

Sokolich spoke to CA-15 and Mayor Sokolich and Mr. Cervieri 

explained CA-16. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-17) was 

approved unanimously. 
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RESOLUTION 

 

R-1 - Authorizing Execution of an Amendment to the Settlement and  

Escrow Agreement by and Among the Borough of Fort Lee, TDC Fort 

Lee, LLC and Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. And 

Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates Dated April 15, 2011 Regarding  

Redevelopment Area 5 Located in the Borough of Fort Lee, New 

Jersey  

 

 Mr. Cervieri recused himself from this matter and left the 

podium. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich explained the resolution for the public‘s 

benefit. 

 

 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

SETTLEMENT AND ESCROW AGREEMENT BY AND AMONG THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE (THE “BOROUGH”), TDC FORT LEE, LLC AND TUCKER DEVELOPMENT AND 

ACQUISITION FUND, L.P. (“TUCKER”) AND FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT 

ASSOCIATES, LLC (“FLRA”) DATED APRIL 15, 2011 REGARDING 

REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW 

JERSEY 

 

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into a Settlement and Escrow 

Agreement (the ―Agreement‖) on April 14, 2011; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Section 1.iv. of the Agreement includes a condition 

that within sixty (60) days of the designations of Tucker as 

conditional redeveloper of the West Parcel and of FLRA as 

conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel, the Borough shall 

adopt amendments to the redevelopment plan for Redevelopment Area 

5 (the ―Redevelopment Plan‖) incorporating the Additional Terms 

and Conditions in Section 2 of this Agreement set forth 

hereinafter, which amended Redevelopment Plan shall also contain a 

provision that prior to submission of any application to the 

Borough Planning Board for development approvals, FLRA or Tucker, 

individually as the case may be, must have entered into a fully 

executed redevelopment agreement with the Borough pursuant to 

Sections 3 and 4 of this Agreement, as the case may be.  The 

Parties shall not enter into negotiations on any redevelopment 

agreements until the process to amend the Redevelopment Plan has 

been completed; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 

terms and conditions of the Agreement, including those contained 

in Section 1.iv. of the Agreement, additional time is required for 

the Borough to adopt amendments to the redevelopment plan for 

Redevelopment Area 5.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, that it hereby approves and 

authorizes the execution, by the appropriate Borough officials, of 

an amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement, dated April 

14, 2011, for an extension of the timeframe set forth in Section 

1.iv. of the Settlement and Escrow Agreement from sixty (60) days, 

which would expire on June 13, 2011 to ninety (90) days, which 

will expire on July 13, 2011; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amendment shall be in the 

form similar to that attached hereto, subject to the execution of  
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such amendment by the others parties; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 

effect immediately. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky 

 

 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium for the remainder of the 

meeting. 

 

 

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT 

 

A-1 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 

 

 Mayor Sokolich appointed Ed Mignone, Assistant Borough 

Engineer, as his representative to the Bergen County Community 

Development Regional Committee. 

 

 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 

 

A-2 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has entered into a three 

year cooperative agreement with the County of Bergen as provided 

under the Interlocal Services Act NJSA 40A:8-1 et seq. and Title I  

of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal  

representative be appointed to the governing body of the community 

to be part of the Community Development Regional Committee for the 

term of one year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2011 

through June 30, 2012, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 

appoints James Viola its representative to participate on the 

Community Development Regional Committee. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

A-3 – Bergen County Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement 

and Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee has entered into a Cooperative Agreement 

with the County of Bergen as provided under the Interlocal 

Services Act NJSA 40A:8A-1 et seq. to participate in the Bergen 

County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation 

Trust Fund; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal 

representative be appointed by the governing body of the community 

to be part of the Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement and 

Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee for the term of one 

year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2011 through June 30, 

2012, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body 

hereby appoints Ed Mignone, Assistant Borough Engineer, as its 

representative to participate on the Open Space Trust Municipal 

Program Regional Committee. 

 

     The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – stated that the Planning Board this past Monday 

adopted a resolution sending to the governing body the statutorily 

required re-examination of the Master Plan which includes a number 

of recommendations including the re-zoning of the corner of Main 

Street and Lemoine Avenue as a park and a number of amendments to 

the zoning ordinance. It‘s going to require some further work by 

the Mayor and Council over the next couple of months.  The goal is 

to make certain standards specific in order to give guidance to 

the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment going forward. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – announced that The Hellenic Civic Club will be 

holding a seminar on the importance of Wills, the Probate Process, 

Power of Attorney, and Advance Directives for Health Care at the 

Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens Center on Sunday, June 12
th
 at 

2:00 p.m.  Michael R. Dressler, Esq., Bergen County Surrogate, 

will be the guest speaker at the event.  There is no charge for 

the program.  Coffee and desert will be served. 

 

 He announced on behalf of the United Homeowners that Mayor 

Mark Sokolich will be their guest speaker at the Senior Citizens 

Center on Wednesday, June 15, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.  The Mayor will be 

talking about Fort Lee news.  Refreshments will be served.  

Nonperishable food, paper goods, etc. will be collected at the 

door for The Fort Lee Food Bank. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – had no report tonight. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Fort Lee Library will be 

holding an event on Saturday, June 18
th
 at 2:00 p.m.  The Allegro 

Singers accompanied by Inna Leytush on piano will greet the summer 

season with arias and duets from famous operas by Verdi, Puccini, 

and Tchaikovsky. 
 

She added that the 1931 film, ―Platinum Blonde‖, will be 

shown in the library on Thursday, June 16, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – stated that yesterday he along with two 

other council members attended a golf outing for a fundraiser for 

the Korean-American Association of Fort Lee.  It was a very well 

attended event. 

 

 He announced that next week Nat Infurna will be celebrating 

his 90
th
 birthday. He was a veteran pilot of both the Korean War 

and World War II.  Nat has volunteered lots of time to the State 

of New Jersey including serving as a member of Timelines Resource 

Council under the Department of Environmental Protection.  He 

served as the Commander of the American Legion and as a member of 

the VFW. In Fort Lee he has served on the Planning Board, Rent 

Leveling Board and Ethics Board as well as serving on the FSS 

Committee of the Housing Authority.  He continues to presently 

serve on the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  On behalf of the Mayor  
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and Council he wished his dear friend a wonderful birthday. 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Speaker    Subject      Response 

 

Nina Levinson    .Tickets Being Issued for        Mayor Sokolich 

1560 West St.      Posted Street Sweeping         Ms. Thomas 

                   Violations                     Mr. Sohmer 

 

                 .Potential Red Light Camera      Mayor Sokolich 

                   Ticket Program                 Mr. Goldberg 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 

adjourned, and carried at 8:10 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                                 Thursday, May 12, 2011 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ABSENT: Councilman Pohan 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the annual Madonna Carnival is 

currently underway in the Borough and continues through Sunday 

evening. 

 

 He stated that Congressman Steve Rothman is holding a spring 

listening session in the Borough on Thursday, May 19
th
 at the Fort 

Lee Recreation Center from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.   

 

 He reminded the public if anyone ever needs to contact him 

about any issue to please call him at 201-592-3500 ext 1003.  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 10, 2011 

Regular Meeting were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 5, 2011 

Executive Session were approved. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 

 

Ordinance #2011-12 - Amending Chapter 193, Section 2, Construction 

Code Fees to Include the Uniform Construction Code of the State of  

New Jersey Elevator Fees Into the Borough’s General Code  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2011-12 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 193, UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODES, SECTION 2, FEES 

OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,‖ was introduced and passed 

on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June 9, 2011. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Ordinance #2011-11 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  

Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 263 Warren Avenue 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-11 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.‖ 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich explained that parking spaces are a prized 

asset and there is a procedure that is followed for people who 

apply for handicapped parking spaces.  The request is made through 

the Borough Clerk‘s Office and then passed on to the Police 

Department who investigates the request to see if there is a 

necessity for the handicapped parking space.  After the 

appropriate confirmations are completed the Mayor and Council will 

then take the necessary action.  There is also ongoing diligence 

to make sure that once handicapped spaces are given out that they 

are being used by the people who originally requested them.   

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                 $12,488,268.48 

Capital                                          143,713.48 
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Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,651.00 

Trip Admissions                                    1,163.60 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                        138,475.79 

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             403.12 

Redemption Account                                31,992.84 

School Resource Account                            1,757,76 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   20,010.99 

Police Justice                                          n/a 

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $12,827,437.06 

 

 

CA-2 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local  

Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, Clean 

Communities - $50,340.64 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 

any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 

such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 

thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 

item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has received $50,340.64 from 

the State of New Jersey and wishes to amend its 2011 Budget to 

include a portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 

requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 

insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2011, 

in the sum of..........................................$50,340.64 

which is now available as a revenue item from: 

   Miscellaneous Revenues 

     Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 

     Written Consent of the Director of Local Government  

     Services: 

       State Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

        Clean Communities—Other Expenses  

         Solid Waste Administration 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of ......$50,340.64 

be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 

 General Appropriations: 

        (a) Operations excluded from CAPS 

              State Programs Offset by Revenues 
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               Clean Communities—Other Expenses 

                Solid Waste Administration 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 

directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 

Director of Local Government Services. 

 

 

CA-3 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local     

Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, NJDOT 

Grant for Roadway Improvements to Linwood Avenue – $150,000.00 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 

any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 

such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 

thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 

item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has received $150,00.00 from 

the State of New Jersey and wishes to amend its 2011 Budget to 

include a portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 

requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 

insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2011, 

in the sum of..........................................$150,000.00 

which is now available as a revenue item from: 

   Miscellaneous Revenues 

     Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 

     Written Consent of the Director of Local Government  

     Services: 

       State Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

        Road Improvements—Other Expenses  

         NJDOT Grant 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of ......$150,000.00 

be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 

 General Appropriations: 

        (a) Operations excluded from CAPS 

              State Programs Offset by Revenues 

               Road Improvement—Other Expenses 

                NJDOT Grant 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 

directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 

Director of Local Government Services. 

 

 

CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notice of Joseph Terzi, Senior  

Maintenance Repairer for General Services – Effective September 

1st 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that Joseph Terzi, Senior Maintenance 

Repairer, of the General Services Department has submitted a 

retirement notice dated March 29, 2011 and the Mayor and Council 

have accepted same; and    

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Mr. Terzi‘s retirement will be effective 

September 1, 2011 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
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CA-5 - Authorizing Additional Title for Alan Batch as Senior  

Maintenance Repairer/Supervisor for the General Services 

Department – No Additional Remuneration 

 

WHEREAS, Alan Batch, Senior Maintenance Repairer, of the 

General Service Department, has assumed supervisory duties under 

the restructuring of the General Services Department,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Alan Batch has accepted the 

additional title of Senior Maintenance Repairer/Supervisor, under 

the General Services Department, with no additional remuneration, 

effective retroactively to February 3, 2011.   

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Shtark, at 1170 Cumbermeade Road, Block 1351, Lot 12, for Tax 

Years 2009 and 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Ilona Shtark is the owner and taxpayer of property 

located at 1170 Cumbermeade Road, also known as Block 1351, Lot 

12; and 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for 2009 and 2010  

against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Shtark vs. 

Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in the Tax Court; 

and 

  

WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Shtark vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the assessment 

for tax year 2009 will be reduced from $1,234,600 to $1,100,000, 

and 2010 will be reduced from $1,234,600 to $1,050,000; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-7 - Awarding Bid to D.L.S. Contracting, Inc., Fairfield, New  

Jersey for Roadway Improvements to Linwood Avenue – $139,310.00 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

  THE PERFORMANCE OF IMPROVEMENTS TO LINWOOD AVENUE 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖) has been 

approved to receive State Aid Grants for the construction of 

improvements to Linwood Avenue in the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed contractor to perform construction services 

as to improvements to Linwood Avenue in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 

solicited bids for the provision of improvements to Linwood Avenue 

in the Borough; and 
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 WHEREAS, on April 14, 2011, bids were received in response 

to the Borough‘s public solicitation from the following bidders:  

 

  D.L.S. Contracting, Inc.   $139,310.00 

   

  4 Clean-Up, Inc.     $141,306.00 

     

  Mark Paving Co., Inc.   $145,395.17  

  

  Cifelli & Son General Constr., Inc.$145,430.00  

 

  Reggio Construction, Inc.  $148,907.67 

  

  English Paving Company, Inc.  $152,730.92 

 

  M. Ingannamorte & Son, Inc.  $158,257.00 

  

  AJM Contractors, Inc.   $161,799.00  

      

  Smith-Sondy Asphalt Constr. Co. $187,072.70  

 

; and   

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 

by D.L.S. Contracting, Inc. is in compliance with the requirements 

of the bid specifications and that D.L.S. Contracting, Inc. 

constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 

provision of improvements to Linwood Avenue in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 

contract for the provision of improvements to Linwood Avenue in 

the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that D.L.S. Contracting, Inc., 21 Ralph 

Drive, Fairfield, New Jersey, 07004, is the lowest responsible and 

complying bidder and is awarded the contract for the provision of 

improvements to Linwood Avenue in the Borough in the amount of 

$139,310.00, in accordance with the applicable bid documents and 

specifications; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 

authorized to execute a contract with D.L.S. Contracting, Inc. for 

the provision of improvements to Linwood Avenue in the Borough; 

and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for the provision of 

improvements to Linwood Avenue in the Borough; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the remaining 

bidders be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 

and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 

contract are available in the Borough Clerk‘s Office. 

 

 

CA-8 - Awarding Bid to D.L.S. Contracting, Inc., Fairfield, New 

Jersey to Provide Asphalt Milling Services to the Borough on an 

As-Needed Basis for Two Years - $18,000 Per Eight (8) Hour Day 

Estimated at 6,000 Square Yards, Per Street 
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   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION OF 

        ASPHALT MILLING SERVCES  

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to procure 

asphalt milling services for a period of two years as a necessary 

part of paving of streets in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(―Borough‖) are desirous of contracting for the provision of 

asphalt milling services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on April 13, 2011, pursuant to and in accordance 

with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 

the Borough solicited bids for the provision of asphalt milling 

services on the basis of cost for an eight-hour day; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on April 27, 2011, a single bid was received in 

response to the Borough‘s public solicitation from the following 

bidder:  

 

 D.L.S. Contracting, Inc.      $18,000.00 

 

; and   

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 

by D.L.S. Contracting, Inc. is in compliance with the requirements 

of the bid specifications and that D.L.S. Contracting, Inc. 

constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 

provision of asphalt milling services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 

contract for the provision of asphalt milling services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that D.L.S. Contracting, Inc., 21 Ralph 

Drive, Fairfield, New Jersey, 07004 is the lowest responsible and 

compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for the provision of 

asphalt milling services in accordance with the applicable bid 

documents and specifications for the amount of $18,000.00; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 

authorized to execute a contract with D.L.S. Contracting, Inc. for 

the provision of asphalt milling services; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and the 

Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available for 

the award of a contract for the provision of asphalt milling 

services; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 

contract are available in the Borough Clerk‘s Office. 

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications 

and Advertise for Bids for a New Roof for Borough Hall and 

Janitorial Services for the Community Center and Police 

Department Facility 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 

Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 
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directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

     . New Roof for Borough Hall at 309 Main Street 

    

     . Janitorial Services for the Police Department Facility 

        and Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center   

 

 

CA-10 - Accepting Boswell McClave’s, South Hackensack, New  

Jersey, Engineering Proposal for Surveying Services for the 

Dedication and Vacation of Central Road for Block 4851, Lots 1.02, 

2 & 3 and Block 4855, Lot 2 – Fee Not to Exceed $6,400.00  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(―Borough‖) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 

perform surveying services with respect to the vacation of 

existing Central Road and the dedication of the relocated Central 

Road as a result of the improvements to Main Street and Hudson 

Terrace in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell McClave Engineering (―Boswell‖) to perform such 

professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated April 27, 2011, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 

services related to the performance of survey services with 

respect to the vacation of existing Central Road and the 

dedication of the relocated Central Road as a result of the 

improvements to Main Street and Hudson Terrace in the Borough; and

  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 

performed by Boswell at a cost not to exceed $6,400, and the 

contract for such professional engineering services is awarded 

pursuant to a ―fair and open‖ process in accordance with the New 

Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; 

and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional engineering services to perform survey services with 

respect to the vacation of existing Central Road and the 

dedication of the relocated Central Road as a result of the 

improvements to Main Street and Hudson Terrace in the Borough is 

in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional engineering services related to the performance of 

survey services with respect to the vacation of existing Central 

Road and the dedication of the relocated Central Road as a result 

of the improvements to Main Street and Hudson Terrace in the 

Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated April 27, 2011, 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms and 

provisions of the agreement by and between Boswell and the Borough, 

dated as of January 1, 2011, for services as the Borough Engineer. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 
CA-11 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  

Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional  

Appraisal Services for Property Located at 2050 Center Avenue 

Block 4751, Lot 33 - $6,500.00  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACTS FOR THE 

       PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Borough of Fort Lee 

(―Borough‖) awarded a contract to Robert McNerney of McNerney 

Associates (―McNerney‖) as a licensed appraiser to provide 

professional appraisal services related to complaints filed with 

the Tax Court challenging the Borough‘s total assessment for 

individual properties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 
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accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 2050 Center 

Avenue in the Borough filed a complaint with the Tax Court 

challenging the Borough‘s total assessment for the property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the property located at 2050 Center Avenue, also known as Block 

4751, Lot 33 on the tax map of the Borough, there exists a need 

for McNerney to perform such appraisal in accordance with its 

proposal, dated March 16, 2011, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

McNerney to perform such professional appraisal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney completed and submitted at least ten (10) days prior 

to the award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure 

Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder 

Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity Disclosure 

Certification, certifying that it has not made any reportable 

contributions to a political or candidate committee in the prior 

year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making any 

reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 

by McNerney and have been placed and maintained on file at the 

office of the Borough Clerk;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 

are available for these purposes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the property located at 2050 Center 

Avenue in the Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and 
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the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New 

Jersey 07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional appraisal services related to the preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the property located at 2050 Center 

Avenue in the Borough at a cost of $6,500.00, in accordance with 

its proposal, dated March 16, 2011, attached hereto and made a 

part hereof. 

 

 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-12 - Awarding Contract to GTBM Inc., East Rutherford, New 

Jersey, for a Electronic Ticketing System for the Police  

Department Six (6) Licenses - Minimum Annual Committed Tickets  

6,000 at $1.45 Per Ticket - $8,700.00 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO GTBM INC. FOR 

  INFO-COP™ E-TICKETING TURNKEY SYSTEM  

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for the acquisition of an 

electronic ticketing system for use by the Fort Lee Police 

Department (―FLPD‖) in the performance of its responsibilities to 

protect and serve the citizens of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(―Borough‖); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough wish to award 

a contract for the provision of an electronic ticketing system; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received 

quotations for the provision of an electronic ticketing system and 

related technical consulting services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5, authorizes that the provision of goods or 

performance of services involving proprietary computer hardware 

and software may be negotiated and awarded by resolution of a 

public entity without public advertising and bidding; and 

 

WHEREAS, GTBM, Inc. has submitted a proposal, dated January 

3, 2011, outlining the proprietary hardware and software to be 

provided, and the technical consulting services to be performed 

for the Borough; and 
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WHEREAS, the FLPD intends to purchase six licenses from 

GTBM, Inc. in order to determine the compatibility and 

effectiveness of the GTBM Info-Cop E-Ticketing System, with an 

option to purchase additional licenses should it be determined 

that the e-ticketing system meets the needs of the FLPD; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purchase of the initial six licenses for the 

GTBM Info-Cop E-Ticketing System and, subject to the satisfaction 

of certain conditions, the subsequent purchase of an additional 

forty licenses are through the use of funds from the FLPD‘s 

confiscated property account; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of an 

electronic ticketing system for use by the FLPD is in the best 

interests of the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That GTBM, Inc., 351 Paterson Avenue, East Rutherford, 

New Jersey 07073 shall be and is hereby awarded a contract for the 

provision of six licenses for the FLPD to utilize GTBM Info-Cop E-

Ticketing System and related technical consulting services in 

accordance with its proposal, dated January 3, 2011, attached 

hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and contingent 

upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 

satisfactory to the Borough. 

 

 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive 

bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, 

specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5, because the contract entails the 

provision of goods or performance of services involving 

proprietary computer hardware and software, and the Borough has 

obtained competitive quotations for the goods or services. 

 

 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough and GTBM, Inc., providing 

for the utilization of the GTBM Info-Cop E-Ticketing System and 

related technical consulting services in accordance with its 

proposal, dated January 3, 2011, in the amount of $8,700.00, and 

further memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and 

conditions as may be necessary. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for the project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 

contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 

Clerk‘s office. 

 

 

CA-13 - Authorizing Agreement with the Borough of Woodcliff Lake 

to Borrow the Borough of Fort Lee’s Fire Department Mobile  

Cascade System (Mobile SCBA Filling Station)  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERLOCAL  

  AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE FOR THE 

  USE OF A VEHICLE EQUIPPED WITH A MOBILE CASCADE SYSTEM  
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 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, 

established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, 

established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough and Woodcliff Lake both maintain fire 

departments to provide emergency fire services within their 

municipal boundaries for the health, safety and welfare of their 

respective citizens; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Woodcliff Lake wishes to utilize a vehicle, owned 

by the Borough‘s Fire Department, that is equipped with a Mobile 

Cascade System for refilling air bottles used by the Woodcliff 

Lake Fire Department; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough‘s Fire Department currently has a 

Cascade System filling station for air bottles and doesn‘t require 

the use of the vehicle equipped with the mobile Cascade System to 

provide emergency fire services within the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS, Woodcliff Lake has requested that the Borough enter 

into an interlocal agreement whereby the Borough would make 

available the vehicle owned by the Borough‘s Fire Department that 

is equipped with a Mobile Cascade System for use by the Woodcliff 

Lake Fire Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, all costs for the maintenance, repair and housing 

of the vehicle will be the sole responsibility of Woodcliff Lake, 

and Woodcliff Lake will be required to maintain at its expense 

comprehensive general liability insurance in the amount of $3 

million on the vehicle and naming the Borough as an additional 

insured; and 

 

WHEREAS, in order to accommodate its neighboring 

municipality, the Borough wishes to enter into an interlocal 

agreement, substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto, 

permitting the use by the Woodcliff Lake Fire Department the 

vehicle owned by the Borough‘s Fire Department that is equipped 

with a Mobile Cascade System; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the entry into an interlocal agreement with 

Woodcliff Lake is in accordance with the Municipal Services Act is 

in the best interests of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That entry into an interlocal agreement with Woodcliff 

Lake, upon terms substantially similar to the agreement attached 

hereto, is pursuant to and in accordance with the Uniform Shared 
Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., and is 

hereby authorized. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement, in substantially the same form as that 

attached hereto, between the Borough and Woodcliff Lake, 

memorializing the terms and conditions for the use by the 

Woodcliff Lake Fire Department of the vehicle owned by the 

Borough‘s Fire Department that is equipped with a Mobile Cascade 

System. 

 

 3. That upon execution of such interlocal agreement, this 
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resolution and the agreement between the parties shall be available 

for public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-14 - Authorizing Ambulance Billing Agreement With Holy Name  

Hospital, Teaneck, New Jersey  

   

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH HOLY NAME EMS,     

  INC. TO PROVIDE MEDICARE BILLING SERVICES FOR THE FORT 

  LEE AMBULANCE CORPS 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Ambulance Corps (―Ambulance 

Corps‖) provides basic life support and transportation services to 

the citizens of Fort Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, Holy Name EMS, Inc. ―(EMS‖) provides advanced life 

support services for citizens in the Fort Lee area and the 

Ambulance Corps desires to have EMS provide advanced life services 

to Medicare beneficiaries; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to regulations governing the provision of 

Medicare services, it is necessary for the Ambulance Corps and EMS 

to enter into an agreement for the billing of services under the 

Medicare program where Medicare patients are treated by medical 

facilities providing advanced life support services and are 

transported by entities supplying basic life support services; and 

 

WHEREAS, said billing services and reimbursement of the 

Ambulance Corps by EMS are performed at no cost to the Ambulance 

Corps and Borough of Fort Lee, and may be awarded without public 

advertising for bids, pursuant to and in accordance with Section 3 

of the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the execution of a 

contract between the Borough on behalf of the Ambulance Corps and 

EMS for the provision of billing services under the Medicare 

program where Medicare patients are treated by medical facilities 

providing advanced life support services and are transported by 

entities supplying basic life support services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the authorization of a contract for the provision 

of billing services under the Medicare program and  reimbursement 

to the Ambulance Corps are in the best interests of the Borough; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization 

of this contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

 

1. That the execution of a contract with Holy Name EMS, 

Inc. for the provision of billing services under the Medicare 

program on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee Ambulance Corps is 

hereby authorized. 

 

 2. That this contract is awarded without public advertising 

and competitive bidding, in accordance with the Local Public 

Contracts Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5, on the basis that 

billing services and reimbursement of the Ambulance Corps by EMS 

are to be performed at no cost to the Ambulance Corps and Borough. 
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 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough on behalf of the Ambulance 

Corps and EMS, providing for the billing of transportation and 

basic life services and the reimbursement of the Ambulance Corps 

by EMS at a rate of $350.00, and $5.50 per mile for each patient 

covered by Medicare. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-14A - Authorizing Ambulance Billing Agreement With Englewood 

Hospital and Medical Center, Englewood, New Jersey 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH ENGLEWOOD  

  HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTER (EHMC) TO PROVIDE MEDICARE  

  BILLING SERVICES FOR THE FORT LEE AMBULANCE CORPS 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Ambulance Corps (―Ambulance 

Corps‖) provides basic life support and transportation services to 

the citizens of Fort Lee; and 

 

WHEREAS, Englewood Hospital and Medical Center (EHMC) 

provides advanced life support services for citizens in the Fort 

Lee area and the Ambulance Corps desires to have EHMC provide 

advanced life services to Medicare beneficiaries; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to regulations governing the provision of 

Medicare services, it is necessary for the Ambulance Corps and 

EHMC to enter into an agreement for the billing of services under 

the Medicare program where Medicare patients are treated by 

medical facilities providing advanced life support services and 

are transported by entities supplying basic life support services; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, said billing services and reimbursement of the 

Ambulance Corps by EHMC are performed at no cost to the Ambulance 

Corps and Borough of Fort Lee, and may be awarded without public 

advertising for bids, pursuant to and in accordance with Section 3 

of the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the execution of a 

contract between the Borough on behalf of the Ambulance Corps and 

EHMC for the provision of billing services under the Medicare 

program where Medicare patients are treated by medical facilities 

providing advanced life support services and are transported by 

entities supplying basic life support services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the authorization of a contract for the provision 

of billing services under the Medicare program and  reimbursement 

to the Ambulance Corps are in the best interests of the Borough; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the authorization 

of this contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

 

1. That the execution of a contract with Englewood Hospital 

Medical Center for the provision of billing services under the 

Medicare program on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee Ambulance 

Corps is hereby authorized. 

 

 2. That this contract is awarded without public advertising 
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and competitive bidding, in accordance with the Local Public 

Contracts Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5, on the basis that 

billing services and reimbursement of the Ambulance Corps by EHMC 

are to be performed at no cost to the Ambulance Corps and Borough. 

 

 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract between the Borough on behalf of the Ambulance 

Corps and EHMC, providing for the billing of transportation and 

basic life services and the reimbursement of the Ambulance Corps 

by EHMC at a rate of $350.00, and $5.50 per mile for each patient 

covered by Medicare. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-15 - Approving Auxiliary Fire Department Application for Philip 

DiPerna for Fire Company #2 

 

 The auxiliary firefighter application for Philip DiPerna for 

Fire Company #2 was approved. 

 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

R-1 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  

Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional  

Appraisal Services for Property Located at 2100 North Central 

Road, Block 6155, Lot 1 - $10,000.00 

         

 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 

meeting room.   

 

 Councilman Cervieri chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 

 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACTS FOR THE 

       PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Borough of Fort Lee 

(―Borough‖) awarded a contract to Robert McNerney of McNerney 

Associates (―McNerney‖) as a licensed appraiser to provide 

professional appraisal services related to complaints filed with 

the Tax Court challenging the Borough‘s total assessment for 

individual properties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 2100 North 

Central Road in the Borough filed a complaint with the Tax Court  

challenging the Borough‘s total assessment for the property; and 
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 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the property located at 2100 North Central Road, also known as 

Block 6155, Lot 1 on the tax map of the Borough, there exists a 

need for McNerney to perform such appraisal in accordance with its 

proposal, dated March 16, 2011, attached hereto, as amended after 

discussions with the Borough‘s Council and Tax Counsel; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

McNerney to perform such professional appraisal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as ―professional 

services‖ as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney completed and submitted at least ten (10) days prior 

to the award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure 

Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder 

Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity Disclosure 

Certification, certifying that it has not made any reportable 

contributions to a political or candidate committee in the prior 

year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making any 

reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 

by McNerney and have been placed and maintained on file at the 

office of the Borough Clerk;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for ―professional services‖ without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 

are available for these purposes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the property located at 2100 North 

Central Road in the Borough is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 
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 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New 

Jersey 07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional appraisal services related to the preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the property located at 2100 North 

Central Road in the Borough at a cost of $10,000.00, in accordance 

with its proposal, dated March 16, 2011, attached hereto and made 

a part hereof, as amended after discussions with the Borough‘s 

Council and Tax Counsel. 

 

 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 

            Cervieri 

 

 Mayor Sokolich returned to the meeting room and chaired the 

remainder of the meeting. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Sohmer – stated that on Sunday, June 12th there will be 

a household hazardous waste collection day at Bergen Community 

College in Paramus.  The hours are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (rain or 

shine).  This is free of charge for Bergen County residents.  

Identification is required. If anyone has any questions they may 

call the Bergen County Utilities Authority at 201-807-5825. 

 

  In addition items such as computers and other electronic 

equipment cannot be put out with the resident‘s regular garbage 

for pickup.  The items can be brought over to the DPW on Jane 

Street for disposal.  Any questions involving these issues along 

with the pickup of grass clipping can be answered by calling the 

DPW at 201-592-3750. 

 

 He stated that the Borough‘s annual Arts & Music Festival 

will be held on Sunday, June 5
th
 on Main Street from Lemoine 

Avenue to Center Avenue from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.  Interested 

vendors/artists must contact the Department of Cultural & Heritage 

Affairs by Monday, May 16
th
.  The phone number is 201-693-2763.  

This year the festival includes two stages of free entertainment, 

a Harley Davidson Motorcycle show, juried art show, crafters and 

food vendors, free bounce rides and face painting for children.  

Among the bands appearing this year is Sammy Gnasso‘s ―Double Tap‖ 

and past winners of the Battle of the Bands, ―The Pedal Pushers‖. 

The main performance will be by ―The Party Dolls‖. 

 

 He stated that The Fort Lee Museum at 1588 Palisade Avenue 

opened its new exhibit this past Saturday.  Among the works on 

display include pieces by Artist Guild President Bill Camal and 

members of the Ortlip family.  Many of the works captures the 

people and places of Fort Lee including the old Atlas 5& 10.  This 

exhibit runs through July 17
th
.  The museum hours are weekends  
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from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m., Wednesdays 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. and by 

appointment for groups.  The next exhibit opens July 23
rd
 and is a 

commemoration of the 40
th
 anniversary of the closing of Palisades 

Amusement Park.  For further information visit the Fort Lee 

Historical Society website at wwww.thefortleehistoricalsociety.org 

or call 201-592-3580. 

 

 He stated that a fundraiser for the Thomas Paine statue 

project for Fort Lee Monument Park will be held on Friday, July 

8
th
.  This is a sunset sail on the Hudson River.  The said departs 

from the Alpine Boat Basin off of Exit 2 of the Palisade 

Interstate Park at 5:30 p.m.  The three hour sail goes along the 

New York City side of the Hudson down to New York Harbor and back.  

Adding history to the event will be Palisade Interstate Park 

Historical Interpreter Eric Nelson and the Fort Lee Common Sense 

Society‘s Tom Meyers who will speak of all the history along the 

Palisades and River including that of Patriot Thomas Paine.  

Tickets are $65.00 and can be purchased through the Common Sense 

Society by calling 201-693-2763.   

 

 He also announced that the dinner dance fundraiser for the 

Thomas Paine Statue will be held on Saturday, November 5
th
 at the 

Doubletree Hotel in Fort Lee.  Tickets will be $150 and will be 

tax deductible.  For further information call Tom Meyers at 201-

693-2763. 

  

 

Councilman Goldberg – stated that the Fort Lee Film Commission‘s 

Spring Cliffhanger Series continues this Saturday at the Jack 

Alter Fort Lee Community Center, 2
nd
 Floor, which is a 

continuation of the award-winning HBO series, ―The Pacific‖.  For 

five weeks which began last Saturday and continuing through June 

4
th
 two episodes of ―The Pacific‖ are being shown.  This is being 

done in honor of Marine Sgt. John Basilone who lost his life in 

World War II at Iwo Jima.  On Sunday, June 5
th
 The State of New 

Jersey will be honoring Sgt. Basilone with his induction into the 

New Jersey Hall of Fame.  There is no charge for the event.   

 

 He added that the Film Commission‘s annual music and movie 

series returns on July 2
nd
 and continues through November 3

rd
.  

Music is from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. followed by a movie.  Some of 

the films being shown this year will be the ―The Sands of Iwo 

Jima‖, ―The Social Network‖, ―The Fantastic Mr. Fox‖, ―True Grit‖ 

and ―The King‘s Speech‖.   

 

 He announced that on Friday, June 10
th
, ―The Battle of the 

High School Bands‖, will take place at the Jack Alter Fort Lee 

Community Center.  Local bands compete for the $500.00 winner take 

all prize.  For further information contact Tom Meyers at 201-693-

2763 or via the web at www.fortleefilm.org. 

 

 He also announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission is 

presenting the sixth annual Jersey Filmmakers of Tomorrow Bergen 

County High School Student Film Festival.  The application 

deadline is Thursday, June 30
th
.  Applications are available at 

www.jerseyfilmmakersoftomorrow.org. Top prize is a 72 hour post 

production time at Sirk Studios in Manhattan plus $500.00.  Films 

must be finished by September 30
th
 and there will be a finalist‘s 

screening and awards ceremony at Media Mix Studio, in Allendale, 

New Jersey on November 12
th
 at 3:00 p.m.  

 

 He stated that e-ticketing is now becoming a reality.  It‘s 

important as it will increase productivity and tickets that are 

written will go instantly into the State‘s motor vehicle system.  

He thanked his colleagues for voting for it tonight. 

 

http://www.fortleefilm.org/
http://www.jerseyfilmmakersoftomorrow.org/
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Mayor Sokokich – added that technology is being added where needed 

to help out where there has been attrition with regard to the loss 

of manpower. 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Fort Lee Library is 

holding their annual book sale on the third weekend of May.  

Movies, CD‘s and books are available for purchase at great prices. 

 

 She stated that in conjunction with the Music & Arts Festival 

there will be an environmental display and initiatives segment 

(Going Green Fair).  Vendors that will be on display include 

United Water, BCUA, New York Waterways, Clean Plates and NUVO 

Green.   

 

 She is also hoping to have a shred-a-thon sometime in June at 

the Recreation Center for Fort Lee residents.  More information on 

this event will be forthcoming in the near future. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – thanked Councilwoman Kasofsky for getting the 

Borough involved with the State‘s Sustainable New Jersey Program 

which involves various environmental initiatives that a town can 

put into place.  Different status levels are attainable and the 

Borough has been able to obtain credit for things it already has 

in place such as solar panels on three of the Borough‘s buildings. 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – reminded everyone that the Madonna Carnival 

continues now through Sunday, May 15
th
.  He encouraged everyone to 

attend. 

 

 He stated that on Monday, May 16
th
, Tribecca of Fort Lee will 

be holding a red carpet event for breast cancer awareness. 

 

 

Mr. Grant – read the following announcement on behalf of Dr. Nina 

Levinson, United Homeowner‘s President, who was unable to attend 

tonight‘s meeting. 

 

―The United Homeowners will be holding a meeting on Tuesday 

May 17, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Fort Lee Senior Citizens‘ Center, 

319 Main Street, The guest speaker will be Assemblywoman Joan Voss 

who will be speaking about bullying.  Dr. Levinson asked that 

anyone wishing to donate paper goods and/or non- perishable food 

for the Food Bank, to please bring their donations to the meeting.  

Refreshments will be served at the meeting.‖ 

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 

adjourned, and carried at 8:28 p.m.  
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       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 



 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                               Thursday, April 14, 2011 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Kasofsky,  

 

     ABSENT:  Council Members Goldberg, Sargenti, Cervieri 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 ―Good evening, everyone. Let me start off by saying this to 

you, that I do believe that this evening is a historic, historic 

day and evening for the Borough of Fort Lee, as we anticipate 

resolving, globally, Redevelopment 5, which is that approximately 

16 acre parcel of property here.  I‘m glad to hear your 

enthusiasm. It was a long and arduous task.  I‘m going to reserve 

comments on that particular topic, until we get to the Resolution 

portion of this agenda, which disposes of that matter and goes 

through a re-designation process. 

 

 One other report I just wanted to provide to the public, as 

I‘m sure everyone is aware. A couple weekends ago, we‘ve had a 

very, very unfortunate circumstance that occurred here in the 

Borough of Fort Lee, with regard to an incident with regard to the 

minors in the police transport van, which I know is common 

knowledge at this point.  There are those that would distance 

themselves from the issue.  Not I.  I‘m your mayor on good days, 

and I‘m your mayor on bad days. And that was a bad day. I just 

wanted to report to the public that within minutes of learning of 

this episode, an immediate, swift, and relentless internal 

investigation was started.  It is now just about completed, and 

we‘re waiting for findings to be reported back to the Police 

Chief, and ultimately, the governing body.  I can assure you this 

is not being taken lightly.  I can also assure you that all 

resources of Fort Lee are being devoted to the investigation. The 

purpose of the investigation is twofold.  Number one is to 

determine precisely the reason why it happened, and number two,  
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and perhaps, more importantly, to ensure that it never, ever 

occurs again.  I suspect, at the end of the day, we‘ll hear about 

human error.  And I do not believe that we‘ll hear about 

intentionality.  Having said that, I‘ve been dealing with the 

press, and I‘ve been speaking to the media on a regular basis, not 

ducking the issue, because it‘s not my job to.  It‘s my job to 

report to the public, again, on good days and bad days.  A couple 

weekends ago was a bad day. We‘ll continue to keep you posted in 

that regard.  But we are taking it very seriously.  

 

 Now on to a good day, which we‘ll reach towards the end of 

this agenda.  Having said that, I‘m going to ask Neil to please 

read a statement concerning Councilman Cervieri.‖ 

 

 ―For the record concerning my non-participation tonight: 

 

 As it has been my sole decision not to participate in any 

discussion, deliberation, action or decision as it relates to Area 

5, formerly known as Centuria & The Helmsley Property, and as it 

has been solely my decision to abstain from any vote on the 

subject property for the past six plus years: In light of the most 

significant part of tonight‘s agenda, specifically five 

resolutions being considered concerning Area 5, I will continue to 

recuse myself from any matters concerning Area 5, now and in the 

future, and will not participate in tonight‘s agenda. 

 

Respective, 

Joseph L. Cervieri, Jr., Councilman‖ 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February  

10, 2011 Regular Meeting were approved.  

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 3, 

2011 Executive Session were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 17, 

2011 Executive Session were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 31, 

2011 Special Meeting were approved. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 

 

Ordinance #2011-11 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  

Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 263 Warren Avenue 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

and carried, Ord. #2011-11 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND 

SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,‖ was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 12, 2011. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Ordinance #2011-10 - Amending Chapter 316-1 Public Record Fees 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 

and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2011-

1 entitled, ―AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 316 

PUBLIC RECORDS SECTION 316-1 FEES OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FORT LEE.‖ 

 

 Mayor Sokolich explained that part of the ordinance sets the 

Borough‘s copying fees so that they are in line with what the 

State allows for copying costs. 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 

public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-20. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                 $11,079,394.76 

Capital                                          905,559.64 

Road Improvement Plan                            800,000.00  

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                      3,700,000.00 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,251.21 

Trip Admissions                                      515.00 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         41,541.04 

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             475.00 

Redemption Account                                 2,175.00 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   11,015.65 

Police Justice                                          n/a 

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $16,543,927.30                                
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CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for Ryan Handschin for  

Fire Company #3 and Auxiliary Application for Heather Menchise for 

Fire Company #4 

 

 The firefighter and auxiliary firefighter applications for 

Ryan Handschin and Heather Menchise were approved. 

 

 

CA-3 - Authorizing the Hiring of Spring Seasonal Employees for the 

Recreation Department – Termination Date June 25, 2011 

 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 

Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 

that these positions must be filled, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 

(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 

positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 

of Recreation; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  

appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 

date of April 1, 2011 and a termination date of June 25, 2011. 

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of Eleven (11) Clean Communities  

Employees – $7.50 to $12.00 Hourly 

 

WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal positions exist within 

various departments, and the Mayor and Council have determined 

that the positions should be filled, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired 

as spring/summer help, at the hourly rates of compensation listed 

below: 

 

Name         Department      Hourly   

                                        Rate                 

 

Jason Colon          Clean Communities   $12.00     (Supervisor) 

Pat Cillo            Clean Communities   $10.00       

Nicholas Cima        Clean Communities    10.00 

Derek Burke          Clean Communities     9.00       

Michael Francolino   Clean Communities     8.75       

Richard Figueroa Jr. Clean Communities     8.00 

Javier Alivea        Clean Communities     7.50       

Jacquis Mayrant      Clean Communities     7.50 

Matthew Sorscher     Clean Communities     7.50       

Christopher Stabile  Clean Communities     7.50 

Juan Trujillo        Clean Communities     7.50 

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Superintendent of Public Works to File a 2010 

Application for a Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant With The New 

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Statewide Mandatory Source 

Separation and Recycling Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1 E-99.11 et seq. has 

established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made 

to municipalities in order to encourage local source separation 

and recycling programs; and 
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     WHEREAS, it is the intent and spirit of the New Jersey 

Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage 

grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue 

and expand existing programs; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Recycling Act imposes on municipalities certain 

requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, 

including, but not limited to making and keeping accurate, 

verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the  

municipality; and 

 

     WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply 

for such tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of this 

municipality to recycling and indicate the assent of the Borough 

of Fort Lee to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the 

requirements contained in the Recycling Act; and 

 

     WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual 

authorized to ensure that the application is properly completed 

and timely filed, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee hereby endorses the submission of a 2010 

Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant Application to the New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection and Energy, Office of  

Recycling and Planning and designates Anthony Lione, 

Superintendent of Public Works, to ensure that the said 

application is properly filed. 

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New  

Jersey for Period Covering January 1, 2011 Through March 31, 2011 

- $1,050.00 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 

authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 

America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  

amount of $1,050.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 

for the period covering January 1, 2011 through March 31, 2011. 

Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 

Human Services; and 

 

01-2887 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there were no Civil Unions during 

the aforementioned time period. 

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing the Sale of the Borough’s Surplus Property No 

Longer Needed for Public Use on Propertyroom.com an Online Auction 

Website and Publication of Such Notice of the Online Auction 

 

  A NOTICE BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN,  

  STATE OF NEW JERSEY, OF THE SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY NO  

  LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE 

  AND PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE OF THE ONLINE AUCTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program 

and Study Act has been enacted by the New Jersey Legislature to 

permit local units to purchase bulk commodities and services and 

sell surplus property through means of the internet and related 

technologies; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (―Borough‖) has surplus 

equipment and vehicles that is no longer used and useful in 

providing municipal services to the citizens of the Borough and 

wishes to dispose of these goods through an efficient and 

effective process; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 

Borough awarded a contract to Propertyroom.com to auction on its 

website any surplus and unclaimed property (―Property‖) in the 

various departments in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the equipment and 

vehicles listed on Schedule A (Available in the Office of the 

Borough Clerk) constitutes Property no longer needed for public 

use; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to sell through an online 

auction the Property listed in Schedule A, attached to this 

resolution (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the sale of surplus and unclaimed property through 

an online auction is to be  conducted in accordance with the 

requirements of Local Finance Notice 2008-9; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the auction of surplus and unclaimed property 

pursuant with the terms and condition of the Borough‘s contract 

with Propertyroom.com is necessary for the efficient operations of 

the Borough and the sale of Property no longer used and useful by 

the Borough for the provision of municipal services is in the best 

interests of its citizens; and 

 

 WHEREAS the original bid proposal of Propertyroom.com and the 

contract by and between the Borough and Propertyroom.com setting 

forth the terms and conditions for the auction services to be 

provided are available in the Borough Clerk‘s Office and the 

website of Propertyroom.com 

 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 

 

 1.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to post an 

offer to sell the Property listed on schedule A, on an auction 

website as follows: 

 

 Online auction site: www.propertyroom.com 

                          http://www.propertyroom.com 

 Length of Auction:     Minimum of three (3) days 

     Anticipated Starting    

      Date:                 May 2, 2011  

 Account #:     1045 

 Auction fees:          revenue sharing 

     Method of Payment:     major credit card 

 Shipping:              common carrier 

     Possession:            Propertyroom.com with exception of  

                         in-place auction items 

               Other terms:         Bidders must pre-register  

                             with propertyroom.com 

     Minimum Bid:           $100.00  

     Equipment:             (Abandoned Vehicles)  

       

     Property Auctioned: Abandoned Vehicles  

      

1999 Ford Escort - VIN#(1FAFP13P8XW183147) 

     1999 Ford Escort – VIN# (1FAFP13P2XW179109) 

     1999 GMC Suburban - VIN# (1GKGK26J6XJ711604) 

     2004 Ford Crown Victoria – VIN# (2FAFP71W34X106036)  

http://www.property/
http://www.propertyroom.com/
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     2003 Ford Crown Victoria - VIN# (2FAFP71W43X113043)  

     2000 Ford Crown Victoria – VIN# (2FAFP71W9YX178820)  

     2000 Ford Crown Victoria - VIN# (2FAFP71W6YX102259) 

     2001 Ford Crown Victoria - VIN# (2FAFP71W41X187169)  

     2003 Ford Crown Victoria – VIN# (2FAFP71W33X126561)  

     2004 Ford Crown Victoria - VIN# (2FAFP71WX4X106034) 

     1998 Honda Accord – VIN# (1HGCG1651WA068197)  

     2001 Honda Accord - VIN# (1HGCG22581A017039) 

     1992 Chevy Caprice – VIN# (1G1BL5371NW157362) 

    

 2. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to publish  

a copy of this Resolution as notice of the on-line auction, 

including the information shown in Paragraph #1 above.    

 

    3.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward 

to the Department of Community Affairs a copy of this resolution 

and a copy of the official advertisement of the on-line auction, 

as well as any other documentation as may be required to evidence 

the Borough‘s participation in the sale of surplus equipment 

pursuant to the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program and 

Study Act. 

 

 4.  That the proposal of and contract with Propertyroom.com, 

and a copy of the Resolution authorizing the sale of surplus 

property and the actual notice of the on-line auction, be made 

available for review by the public in the Borough Clerk‘s Office. 

 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

H&Z Auto Body & Service Co., LLC., at 2205 Route 4 East, Block 

5552, Lot7, vs. Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2009 and 2010  

 

WHEREAS, H&Z Auto Body & Service Co., LLC, is the owner and 

taxpayer of property located at 2205 Route 4 East, also known as 

Block 5552, Lot 7; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for 2009 and 2010 

against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled H&Z Auto Body 

& Service Co., LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently 

pending in the Tax Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled H&Z Auto Body & Service Co., LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, 

so that the assessments for tax years 2009 and 2010 will be 

reduced from $1,140,900 to $1,000,000; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-9 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Balzas & Denlinger, at 1040 Arcadian Way, Block 756, Lot 2, vs. 

Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2009, 2010 & 2011 

 

 WHEREAS, Endie Balasz and Janet Denlinger are the owners and 

taxpayers of property located at 1040 Arcadian Way, also known as  
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Block 756, Lot 2; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for 2009 and 2010   

against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Balaz & 

Denlinger vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in 

the Tax Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and Borough Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Balazs & Denlinger vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the 

assessment for tax years 2009 and 2010 will be reduced from 

$4,217,300 to $4,132,800 and the 2011 assessment to  

$4,050,000; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-10 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

ALJ Properties, LLC, at 2048 Center Avenue, Block 4751, Lot 32, 

vs. Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years  2009, 2010 and 2011  

 

WHEREAS, ALJ Properties, LLC is the owner and taxpayer of 

property located at 2048 Center Avenue, also known as Block 4751, 

Lot 32; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for 2009 and 2010 

against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled ALJ 

Properties, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently 

pending in the Tax Court; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at 

this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled ALJ Properties, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the 

complaints for tax years 2009 and 2010 will be withdrawn, and the 

assessments for tax years 2009 and 2010 will remain intact at 

$1,828,700, and the 2011 assessment will be reduced from 

$1,828,700 to  $1,750,000, by way of Assessor‘s Appeal; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-11 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Bass, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, C2610 for Tax 

Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Mary Ellen Bass is the owner of certain residential 

condominiums located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit 2610, also  
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known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C2610; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Bass vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Bass vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessments for 2010 will be reduced from $774,000 to $624,000; 

and 

  

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-12 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Brancato, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, C2813 for 

Tax Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, John J. Brancato & Robin F. Brancato are the owners 

of certain residential condominiums located at 100 Old Palisade 

Road, Unit C2813, also known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C2813; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Brancato vs. Borough of 

Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Brancato vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessments for 2010 will be reduced from $388,000 to $325,000; 

and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-13 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Eastern Koex Realty Corp. at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, 

Lot 3, C2802 for Tax Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Eastern Koex Realty Corp. is the owner of certain 

residential condominiums located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit 

2802, also known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C2802; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Eastern Koex Realty Corp.  

vs. Borough of Fort Lee; and 
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 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Eastern Koex Realty Corp. vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so 

that the unit assessments for 2010 will be reduced from $640,000 

to $580,000; and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-14 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Kaganov & Dubchenko, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, 

C3214 for Tax Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Boris Kaganov & Olga Dubchenko are the owners of 

certain residential condominiums located at 100 Old Palisade Road, 

Unit 3214, also known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C3214; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Kaganov & Dubchenko vs. 

Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Kaganov & Dubchenko vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the 

unit assessments for 2010 will be reduced from $426,000 to 

$322,000; and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-15 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Kawas, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, C4112 for Tax 

Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, George B. Kawas is the owner of certain residential 

condominiums located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit 4112, also 

known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C4112; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Kawas vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents  

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Kawas vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessments for 2010 will be reduced from $474,000 to $335,000; 

and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-16 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Kim, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, C3302 for Tax 

Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Sae K. & Hyung S. Kim are the owners of certain 

residential condominiums located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit 

3302, also known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C3302; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Kim vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Kim vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit assessments 

for 2010 will be reduced from $655,000 to $580,000; and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

CA-17 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Lee, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, C1014 for Tax 

Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, John Y. Lee & Daniel Lee are the owners of certain 

residential condominiums located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit 

1014, also known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C1014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Lee vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Lee vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit assessments 

for 2010 will be reduced from $542,000 to $470,000; and  
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    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-18 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Park, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, C3103 for Tax 

Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Eunice Park is the owner of certain residential 

condominiums located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit C3103, also 

known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C3103; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Park vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Park vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessments for 2010 will be reduced from $514,000 to $438,000; 

and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

CA-19 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Shah, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, C1715 for Tax 

Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Dimple, Bharat, Deepa & Ashish Shah and are the 

owners of certain residential condominiums located at 100 Old 

Palisade Road, Unit 1715, also known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C1715; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Shah vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee; and 

  

WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Shah vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessments for 2010 will be reduced from $416,000 to $335,000; 

and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 
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CA-20 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Volshteyn, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, C3912 for 

Tax Year 2010 

 

WHEREAS, Jeffrey Volshteyn is the owner of certain 

residential condominiums located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Unit 

3912, also known as Block 3352, Lot 3, C3912; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Volshteyn vs. Borough of 

Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 

time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Volshteyn vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the unit 

assessments for 2010 will be reduced from $470,000 to $335,000; 

and  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

 

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked how much are the 

overall refunds associated with CA-8 through CA-20. 

 

 Ms. Thomas responded that the refund for CA-8 is $5,400, CA-9 

is $3,200 and CA-11 through CA-20 totals $18,584.  There is no 

refund associated with CA-10. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich spoke to the procedure regarding tax appeals 

and how assessments can be frozen for the year(s) after the appeal 

has been settled.  He added that all tax appeals filed are 

aggressively and vehemently defended. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-20) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 - Approving and Authorizing the Execution of an Agreement by  

and Among the Borough of Fort Lee, TDC Fort Lee, LLC and Tucker 

Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and Fort Lee       

Redevelopment Associates, LLC for the Settlement of Litigation 

Regarding Redevelopment Area 5    

 

―Mayor Sokolich now, before we proceed with the Resolutions -

- there are five of them, and I can paraphrase them for you.  And 

then, get into a brief statement to the public. But R-1 through R-

5, again, I believe, in my opinion, represents perhaps one of the 

most historic milestones that this Borough has reached in many, 

many years.  It deals with a project which will have an impact on 

the Borough of Fort Lee, as great an impact as, in my opinion -- 

or a greater impact on any -- than any other project has had on 

this Borough since the construction and opening of the George  
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Washington Bridge. And I don't believe that to be an 

overstatement, in any manner, shape or form.  As the town is well 

aware, and as myself as a lifer, I‘m 48.  This property, I 

believe, has been vacant and fallow for 45 of those years. This 

property relates to what we now call Area 5.  It was once known as 

Centuria and before that, the Helmsley tract. It consists of 

approximately two parcels, just under eight acres, bounded by 

Lemoine Avenue, Main Street, Bruce Reynolds. Dividing it is Martha 

Washington Way, which then leads to the George Washington Bridge. 

This town will also recall that this Administration, amongst its 

earliest, earliest actions, terminated the relationship with the 

prior redeveloper. And we immediately instilled a protocol to make 

sure that the public participated in what was going to be a very 

transparent, meaningful, and diligent selection process. And 

that‘s when we then ordered that five Town Hall meetings take 

place. We went through a request for qualifications, request for 

proposals, where anybody that was interested in developing that 

parcel was invited to participate. Those proposals were submitted.  

And in fact, there were four that were received. We had a Town 

Hall meeting for each of those developers, providing the public 

with an opportunity to come to those meetings, engage in a 

PowerPoint presentation by that developer, and get into a one on 

one question and answer period. I thought it was a great protocol.  

It was transparent, and it allowed the public to participate, 

because when we started the selection process, I promised myself 

that I would not allow anyone -- and I mean anyone -- to take the 

position that they did not either feel encouraged or they were 

provided with the opportunity to participate in the selection 

process. We then held a fifth Town Hall meeting, where we invited 

the public, discouraged the developers from coming.  We certainly 

couldn‘t restrict them from coming, but the public was then 

brought to the podium, and they provided us with what they would 

do if they were sitting on this governing body and who they would 

pick.  What questions they would answer. We, then, went through an 

arduous, arduous process on meeting, closed sessions, open 

sessions, going through financials, conducting investigations. 

We ultimately selected a redeveloper for both the east and the 

west parcel. Thereafter, litigation ensued. Now, the litigation 

that ensued, after we had made our selection, was not one because 

the process was done wrong, or because it was flawed, it was 

because we had the political fortitude to select who, at that 

time, we thought was the right developer, for reasons which I need 

not get into at the moment. That litigation is being concluded 

tonight.  And these Resolutions will now serve to de-designate the 

developer that was going to develop the east and the west, and re-

designate a developer for the east parcel, and a developer for the 

west parcel. Now, what‘s transpired over the course of the last 

six months has been a very detailed, time consuming and diligent 

contract and settlement negotiation with teams of attorneys, from 

all different directions, from all different sides. I selected an 

informal committee of Council members to participate on a day to 

day basis, with the settlement process, which I did participate 

in. I don't think a day has gone by, in the last six months, 

Saturdays and Sundays included, that I‘ve not devoted at least 

three to four hours of my day, whether it was dealing with things 

in a park, or heights of buildings, or types of uses, or widths of 

roadways, or timing for approvals, and so forth and so on. I‘ll 

also tell you this.  This case could have been settled a long time 

ago, but we had the political fortitude to wait, and to make sure 

that we negotiated what we thought was best for the community, and 

what we thought was best for the public. You know, I get sued from 

time to time.  We get sued from time to time.  And folks have 

said, jeez, why are you a defendant in so many lawsuits? 

Because we don‘t say yes to everyone. If you have political 

fortitude, and you‘re able to say no to folks that you don‘t 

believe best serve your community, you‘re going to get named in a  
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lawsuit every once in awhile. So, if you don‘t want to support 

something that you don‘t think is good for your community, be 

prepared to have to deal with what we have to deal with. 

And we deem it to be a, I guess, a badge of courage. But having 

said that, we‘ve reached a settlement that we are very, very 

pleased with.  We‘ve managed to balance the co-existence and you 

need to remember, these are private property rights that we‘re 

dealing with.  This is not Borough owned. If we wanted to buy it, 

I wouldn‘t even venture a guess as to how much money we would have 

to bond to buy it.  And, then, do what we want with it. 

So, it‘s private property rights, in a redevelopment zone that 

we‘ve deemed blighted.  And managing that with what we think is 

best for the community. So, you need to reach the balance as to 

making sure that the project is attractive for a private 

developer, and you need to make sure that it‘s going to deliver 

the renaissance that we are all deserving of here in Fort Lee. 

And during the last six months, we believe that we‘ve achieved 

that. We now have a developer that we‘re going to designate for 

the east parcel.  The east parcel will be concentrated with 

residential, two buildings on that parcel. I am very, very proud 

and pleased to tell you that Fort Lee is going to be deeded a 

public park, which will consist of an area just under two acres, 

which is one of the many public amenities that are associated with 

this settlement process that we‘ve endured over the last six 

months. In addition, on that site, I‘m also proud to tell you that 

Fort Lee is now going to get its first local theater, something 

that we‘ve all been striving for, for years, and years, and years.   

I believe it‘s a three screen theater.  We were at four.  We were 

at two.  That also consumed much of the time, over the last few 

months. We‘ve studied it.  We‘ve met with folks that operate 

theaters.  The types of films, the geographic area that we‘re 

constrained to, and we are very, very excited about that.  I think 

it‘s something that Fort Lee deserves.  We are the first 

Hollywood.  We‘re finally getting it, and I‘m proud to be a part 

of it. We, then, find ourselves on the west parcel, and the west 

parcel is going to be a retail concentration, where there‘s going 

to be essentially, a thoroughfare, or a T thoroughfare that splits 

the property.  And on each side of that, will be retail. It will 

be the restaurants that we wanted.  It will be the retail that we 

wanted.  It will be the types of uses so then, on a Friday, or a 

Thursday, or a Saturday, or on a slow Tuesday night, rather than 

going to another town, whether it‘s Edgewater, or it‘s Paramus, 

here in Fort Lee, we‘re going to start to stay within our own 

borough. And that was always the goal.  That‘s always what I was  

trying to do.  What we were trying to do is to create this 

renaissance. And we do believe that we finally have struck an 

agreement which is going to be the sparkplug, for what‘s going to 

be the renaissance here in Fort Lee. I‘ve always said this, Fort 

Lee, for years, set the pace here in east Bergen County. But we‘ve 

gotten a little tired, and other towns have also done their share 

of development.  This is, now, Fort Lee‘s turn to start setting 

the pace, and becoming the envy of Bergen County, as we‘ve been in 

the past. We‘ve become the envy of Bergen County, from a financial 

standpoint.  We‘re now going to be the envy of Bergen County, from 

an improvement, and a building, and a development standpoint, and 

a mixed use development standpoint. There‘s also a passive park 

that‘s proposed on the west parcel.  And those details are all 

struck in the agreement. So, I don't want to bore you with all the 

details, except to tell you that the agreements that we‘re going 

to approve tonight, the developers that we‘re going to designate 

tonight, is the byproduct of upwards of a year of negotiations, of 

meetings, of Saturdays and Sundays. The effort was given 

tirelessly and lovingly, because we all recognize that it was one 

of the most important decisions that Fort Lee is going to have in 

a long time, and we‘re proud to be a part of it. So, having said 

that, I‘m going to ask Neil to please read the first heading of  
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each Resolution. I will then ask for a motion.  But before I ask 

for a motion, I will give you a brief explanation as to what that 

Resolution stands for. And any Councilperson is encouraged to  

provide any comments that they would like for the public before 

they vote on any particular resolution.  Either for each 

resolution, or globally for all resolutions. Thank you, Neil.‖ 

 

―Mr. Grant Resolution of the Borough Council, of the Borough 

of Fort Lee, Approving and Authorizing the Execution of Agreement, 

by and Among the Borough of Fort Lee, The Borough, TDC Fort Lee, 

LLC, and Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, LP, Tucker, and 

Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC, FLRA, for the Settlement 

of Litigation Regarding Redevelopment Area 5, Located in the 

Borough of Fort Lee, New Jersey.‖ 

 

―Mayor Sokolich to summarize this agreement in thirty seconds 

is perhaps what one would call an injustice.  There‘s a lot of 

information in it. But the most salient terms or the most salient 

provisions are it serves to authorize and agree to designate 

Tucker Development for the -- to serve as the redeveloper of the 

western parcel, and FLRA to be the redeveloper of the eastern 

parcel. It also concludes, at this juncture, the litigation that‘s 

pending.  And it also talks about a lot of the amenities that are 

associated with this project. This is the agreement.  These are 

the nuts and bolts that we‘ve been dealing with over the course of 

the last several months, which are now memorialized onto this 

piece of paper.‖ 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BY  

AND AMONG THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE (THE “BOROUGH”), TDC FORT  

LEE, LLC AND TUCKER DEVELOPMENT AND ACQUISITION FUND, L.P.  

(“TUCKER”) AND FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES, LLC  

(“FLRA”) FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION REGARDING  

REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 

NEW JERSEY 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is pursuing the redevelopment of 

properties located in Redevelopment Area 5 pursuant to the Local 

Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. (the 

―Act‖); and 

 

WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 consists primarily of two 

parcels: one to the east of Martha Washington Way and known as 

Block 4851, Lot 1.02 (hereafter referred to as the ―East Parcel‖); 

and the second parcel known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01 (hereafter 

referred to as the ―West Parcel‖); and  

 

WHEREAS, Tucker owns the West Parcel and FLRA is the contract 

purchaser of the East Parcel; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Resolution adopted by the Borough 

Council on April 15, 2010, the Borough designated FLRA as 

conditional redeveloper to implement the redevelopment of the East 

and West Parcels located in Redevelopment Area 5 (the ―Property‖), 

which conditional designation has been extended; and 

  

WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 

multiple issues (the ―Redevelopment Litigation‖); and 
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WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, Docket 

#BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public Records Act, 

N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 

10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to public records 

(the ―OPRA Litigation‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Parties have been involved in active 

negotiations to settle the Redevelopment Litigation and the OPRA 

Litigation (collectively, the ―Litigation‖) and the Parties are 

desirous of settling same; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, the 

parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an agreement to 

settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets forth the 

parties‘ understanding and agreement on actions to be taken by the 

parties (the ―Settlement Agreement‖); and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties acknowledge that the settlement of the 

Litigation is expressly made contingent on the parties‘ agreement 

to develop the West Parcel and East Parcel in accordance with the 

development provisions set forth in the Settlement Agreement; and  

 

WHEREAS, the parties acknowledge that the Litigation would 

not have been settled but for Tucker and FLRA agreeing to develop 

the West Parcel and East Parcel in a non-competitive manner as set 

forth and detailed in the Settlement Agreement; and   

 

 WHEREAS, the resolution of the Litigation will advance the 

Borough‘s redevelopment goals and enhance the likelihood of 

achieving a successful redevelopment of the Property, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that it hereby approves and authorizes the execution of the 

Settlement Agreement for the Litigation in the form attached hereto 

by the appropriate Borough officials, which Settlement Agreement 

has already been executed by Tucker and FLRA. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 

effect immediately.  

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky 

 

―Before I go any further, I‘d also like to read a statement 

that Councilman Goldberg, who is not in attendance this evening, 

he‘s on a long planned vacation with his wife.  There were a few 

delays with this agreement.  This was supposed to have been 

adopted at prior meetings, and Jan had continued to reschedule his 

vacation.  He was unable to do so this time. But he asked me to 

read a statement. Although I cannot be at the meeting tonight, I 

would like the record to reflect my support for the agreements for 

the development of Area 5. It has been over thirty-five years.  

Actually, forty-five years that this eyesore has been the first or 

last spectacle that visitors entering or leaving Fort Lee remember 

about our borough.  I, like many residents, are concerned about 

density in the borough, but one has to recognize that for a 

project to be beneficial to all parties, it has to be economically 

feasible.  My compliments to the Mayor, my colleagues, Council 

President Armand Pohan, and Councilman Harvey Sohmer, for their 

many hours of tedious and painstaking negotiations, to bring this 

development agreement to successful fruition.  
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Councilman Jan Goldberg. 

Thank you.‖ 

 

 

R-2 - Approving Settlement of Tax Appeals Filed by PRIF II T&C and 

Fort Lee Lemoine Avenue Acquisition LLC for Tax Years 2009, 2010 

and 2010 for Block 4851, Lot 1.02, Main Street, Located in 

Redevelopment Area 5 

 

―Mr. Grant Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee, Approving the Settlement of Tax Appeals Filed by PRIF 

II, T&C and Fort Lee Lemoine Avenue Acquisition LLC, for Tax Years 

2009, 2010 and 2011, for Tax Block 4851, Lot 1.02, Main Street, 

Located in Redevelopment Area 5.‖ 

 

―Mayor Sokolich this Resolution relates to the Resolution of 

a longstanding tax appeal, that relates to the eastern, or the 

residential parcel, which is the eastern most parcel for 

redevelopment 5. So, as you‘re approaching the bridge, traveling 

north on Martha Washington, it would be the portion of the 

property on your right.  That‘s the east.  To your left is the 

west. You know, when I say just for clarification, when we talk 

about the east, and we describe it as predominantly residential, 

it‘s not only residential. We‘ve negotiated, for example, a light 

coffee use, within the park that the Borough is going to be able 

to utilize between the two buildings.  There‘s restaurant space.  

There‘s also a public local theater on the corner, proposed for 

Main and Martha Washington. So, it‘s not just residential, but 

predominantly residential. But this Resolution resolves that tax 

appeal.‖ 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  

APPROVING THE SETTLEMENT OF TAX APPEALS FILED BY PRIF II T&C  

AND FORT LEE LEMOINE AVENUE ACQUISITION LLC FOR TAX YEARS  

2009, 2010 AND 2011 FOR TAX BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.02, MAIN  

STREET, LOCATED IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5  

 

WHEREAS, PRIF II T&C and Fort Lee Lemoine Avenue Acquisition 

LLC (the ―Property Owner‖) are the owners of property known as 

Block 4851, Lot 1.02 as shown on the tax map of the Borough of 

Fort Lee (the ―Borough‖), which property is also located in 

Redevelopment Area 5 (the ―Property‖); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Owner filed tax appeals for the Property 

for tax years 2009, 2010 and 2011 entitled PRIFF II T & C/Fort Lee 

Lemoine Avenue Acquisition LLC v. Borough of Fort Lee, Tax Court 

Docket Nos. 007505-2009; 005241-2010 and 0001333-2011 (the “Tax 

Appeals”); and  

 

 WHEREAS, the parties have been involved in active 

negotiations to settle the Tax Appeals and the parties are 

desirous of settling same; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in furtherance of settlement of the Tax Appeal, the 

parties have agreed to terms and conditions in a stipulation of 

settlement, which stipulation of settlement also sets forth the 

parties‘ understanding and agreement on actions to be taken by the 

parties (the ―Stipulation of Settlement‖); and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that it hereby approves the Stipulation of Settlement  

Agreement for the Tax Appeal, in the form attached hereto, which 
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Stipulation of Settlement has already been executed by the Property 

Owner. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 

effect immediately.  

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky 

 

 

R-3 - Authorizing Payment to the Special Master Appointed by the  

Court in the Matter Entitled Tucker Development Acquisition Fund, 

L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee Docket #BER-L-

5940-10 

 

―Mr. Grant Resolution of the Borough Council, of the Borough 

of Fort Lee, Approving a Payment to the Special Master Appointed 

by the Court in the Matter Entitled Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, LP, and TDC Fort Lee, LLC versus the Borough of Fort Lee, 

Docket Number BER-L-5940-10.‖ 

 

―Mayor Sokolich this Resolution authorizes payment to a 

special master, which was appointed by the court. You need to 

understand that the litigation that was instituted, the defenses 

that were proffered, so forth and so on, was very, very lengthy, 

long negotiation. Part of it was for various OPRA requests that 

were made by the litigants. This was an individual that was 

appointed by the court Judge Doyne. Correct, Lee? 

 

―Mr. Cohen that's correct.‖ 

 

―Mayor Sokolich by Assignment Judge Doyne, for purposes of 

serving as the master, if you will, or the person to determine 

what‘s a reasonable request, what‘s not, what should be produced, 

what shouldn‘t be produced. And the agreement that we approved, in 

R-1, distributes the payments that are to go amongst the parties, 

that are to go to the special master. So, do I have a motion for 

R-3.‖ 

 

―Council President Pohan, Mr. Mayor, before we vote, let me 

just put on the record that the special master firm that the court 

appointed we didn‘t appoint, but the court appointed, is a firm 

that also has represented the company for which I work, New York 

Waterway, and other affiliated companies of New York Waterway. 

And yet, as I understand it, we are under court order to approve 

the payment of the fees that are mentioned in this Resolution.   

Am I understanding correctly?‖ 

 

―Mr. Cohen Yes, Councilman Pohan.‖  

 

―Council President Pohan, should I recuse myself under these 

circumstances?‖ 

 

―Mr. Cohen No, I don't believe that you should recuse 

yourself. The court chose the master, and chose the law firm.   

There was no input from any of the parties.  The relationship that 

you just spoke of was revealed in open court, to the court. 

No party objected. The court was comfortable with it.  The court 

has approved the billing, and has ordered the payment. It‘s part 

of an overall settlement.  It it‘s a very small part of an overall 

much larger overall settlement. There‘s no conflict.  And I feel 

confident that it‘s all been aired in court, and the court has 

decided.‖ 
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―Council President Pohan Thank you. Under those 

circumstances, I will vote yes.‖ 

 

 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  

APPROVING A PAYMENT TO THE SPECIAL MASTER APPOINTED BY THE  

COURT IN THE MATTER ENTITLED TUCKER DEVELOPMENT ACQUISITION 

FUND, L.P. AND TDC FORT LEE, LLC VS. BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,  

DOCKET #BER-L-5940-10  

 

WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, a complaint and order to 

show cause entitled Tucker Development Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, Docket #BER-L-5940-10 

alleging violations of the Open Public Records Act, N.J.S.A. 

47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et 

seq., and common law right of access to public records was filed 

(the ―OPRA Litigation‖); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Court entered an order in the OPRA Litigation 

appointing a special master, Edward G. Imperatore, Esq. of the law 

firm Phillips Nizer, LLP (the ―Special Master‖) to aid the Court 

in an in camera of documents withheld or redacted by the Borough; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Court order appointing the Special Master 

required the parties to the OPRA Litigation to pay the fees and 

expenses of the Special Master 50% each; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, a complaint in lieu of 

prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development Acquisition Fund, 

L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, et al. 

(including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising multiple issues was 

filed (the ―Redevelopment Litigation‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, in furtherance of settlement of the OPRA Litigation 

and Redevelopment Litigation, the parties have agreed to a one-

third (1/3) each split of the Special Master‘s fees and expenses 

among Tucker, the Borough and FLRA and to the terms and conditions 

of a settlement agreement, which agreement also sets forth the 

parties‘ understanding and agreement on actions to be taken by the 

parties (the ―Settlement Agreement‖) and the agreement of the 

Special Master to discount his invoice.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council, that it hereby approves the payment of the Borough‘s share 

of the fees and expenses for the Special Master in the amount of 

$40,000 with the understanding that Tucker and FLRA shall also pay 

$40,000 each towards the fees and expenses. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky 

 

R-4 - Authorizing the De-Designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 

Associates, LLC as Conditional Redeveloper for the Entirety of 

Redevelopment Area 5 and the Designation of Fort Lee Redevlopment       

Associates, LLC as Conditional Redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 

1.02, Also Known as the East Parcel, Located in Redevelopment Area 

5 
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―Mr. Grant Resolution of the Borough Council, of the Borough 

of Fort Lee, Authorizing a De-Designation of Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC, as Conditional Redeveloper for the 

Entirety of Redevelopment Area 5, and the Designation of Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC, as Conditional Redeveloper of Block 

4851, Lot 1.02, Also Known as the East Parcel, Located in 

Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, New Jersey.‖ 

 

―Mayor Sokolich this Resolution serves to de-designate FLRA, 

Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates. Fort Lee Redevelopment 

Associates was initially appointed as the developer for both the 

east and the west parcel. This Resolution, in accordance with the 

terms of the agreement that was reached and approved in R-1, that 

I‘m about to sign, this Resolution de-designates FLRA as the 

adopted redevelopers or the appointed redeveloper for the west 

parcel, so that after this Resolution is adopted, in accordance 

with the settlement terms reached, FLRA will solely be the 

redeveloper for the east parcel, and not the west parcel.‖ 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  

AUTHORIZING THE DE-DESIGNATION OF FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT  

ASSOCIATES, LLC AS CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER FOR THE ENTIRETY  

OF REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 AND THE DESIGNATION OF FORT LEE  

REDEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES, LLC AS CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER OF  

BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.02, ALSO KNOWN AS THE EAST PARCEL, LOCATED 

IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW  

JERSEY  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the ―Borough‖), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 

Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the ―LRHL‖), 

did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of 

Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need 

of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 

border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 

Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 

Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 

Avenue; and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 

Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 

for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of 

the Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 

Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 

Redevelopment Area 5 , the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort 

Lee approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots 

for financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington 

Way (hereafter referred to as the ―East Parcel‖) and constituting 

Block 4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the 

second parcel (hereafter referred to as the ―West Parcel‖) 

constituting Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 

redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for  
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both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 

these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 

East and West Parcels; and 

 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 

of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (―RFQ/P‖), which RFQ/P 

was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 

submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 

to July 31, 2009; and  

 

WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 

to the RFQ/P from: 

 

 The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East and West Parcels 

 Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 

 Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East Parcel 

 Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for West Parcel; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough retained professionals in the areas of 

law, planning, finance and engineering to review the proposals and 

these professionals met with each proposer and also requested 

additional information from each of the proposers as a result 

thereof; and  

 

WHEREAS, each of the proposers, other than The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., provided supplemental 

information in response to the Borough‘s questions and requests 

for additional information;  and 

 

WHEREAS, at the invitation of the Borough, each proposer made 

a public presentation regarding its proposal in December 2009, and 

entertained questions and answers posed by members of the public 

and the Governing Body; and 

 

WHEREAS, on December 28, 2009, the Borough held an additional 

public comment meeting to hear public comments on all four 

proposals and the presentations made by each proposer; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough met individually with: Amerea 

Development, LLC; Fort Lee Redevelopment Associate, LLC; and 

Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. to review and 

discuss their respective proposals and supplemental information 

submitted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough did not meet individually with The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., due to their refusal to 

consider changes to their proposal requested by the Borough to 

more closely follow the requirements in the RFQ/P; and  

 

WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 

the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 

response to the Borough‘s requests for such information, review of 

the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 

public comments provided at each public presentation and 

subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 

individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 

with its entire professional team, including final reports from 

its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 

Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 

conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the  
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Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a 

mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set 

forth in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on June 21, 2010, Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, 

LLC and the Borough entered into an escrow agreement, which was a 

condition of the initial designation; and  

 

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2010 and on December 9, 2010, the 

Borough extended the designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 

Associates, LLC (―FLRA‖) as conditional redeveloper of 

Redevelopment Area 5 located in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey for a mixed use smart growth project 

subject to the conditions set forth in the resolutions adopted by 

the Borough Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 

multiple issues (the ―Redevelopment Litigation‖); and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA‘s motion for summary judgment on counts six 

through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 

Borough‘s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, Docket 

#BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public Records Act, 

N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 

10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to public records 

(the ―OPRA Litigation‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the ―Parties‖) have been 

involved in active negotiations to settle the Redevelopment 

Litigation and the OPRA Litigation (collectively, the 

―Litigation‖) and in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, 

the Parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an 

agreement to settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets 

forth the parties‘ understanding and agreement on actions to be 

taken by the parties (the ―Settlement Agreement‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, one of the actions to be taken pursuant to  the 

Settlement Agreement is the de-designation of FLRA as conditional 

redeveloper of the East and West Parcels and designation of FLRA 

as conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel only.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that it hereby de-designates Fort Lee Redevelopment 

Associates, LLC c/o SJP Residential Properties, whose address is 

379 Interpace Parkway, Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 as conditional 

redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the Borough of Fort 

Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for the reasons set 

forth herein.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council that 

it hereby designates Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC c/o SJP 

Residential Properties, whose address is 379 Interpace Parkway, 

Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 as conditional redeveloper of Block 

4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the East Parcel located in 

Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, 

State of New Jersey for the reasons set forth herein. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Conditional Designation is 

subject to the following conditions: 

 

10. The Conditional Designation is limited to a period of 

ninety (90) days from the date of this Resolution (April 

14, 2011) at which time it will automatically expire and 

be of no further force and effect, and the parties will 

no longer have any obligation to the other, except as to 

final payment of Borough costs under the Escrow 

Agreement required herein.  The Borough may, in its sole 

discretion, extend and re-extend the Conditional 

Designation provided sufficient progress is being in 

negotiation of a redevelopment agreement, which 

determination is at the sole discretion of the Borough 

and which extension must be in the form of a duly 

adopted Resolution of the Borough Council. 

 

11. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC and the 

Borough shall negotiate and agree upon the terms and 

conditions of a redevelopment agreement within the 

period of the conditional designation, as such period 

may be extended by the Borough in its sole discretion. 

 

12. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC shall comply 

with the terms and conditions of the Settlement 

Agreement. 

 

13. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC shall 

continue to pay any and all costs incurred by the 

Borough from the date of the initial Conditional 

Designation (April 15, 2010) to execution of a 

redevelopment agreement or termination of the 

redeveloper designation, as set forth in the Escrow 

Agreement. 

 

14. That the Escrow Agreement executed by Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC and the Borough shall 

remain in full force and effect and if necessary, shall 

be amended and re-executed by the parties consistent 

with the terms of this Resolution and the Settlement 

Agreement. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon completion of negotiations 

on a redevelopment agreement the Mayor and Borough Council shall 

review and may authorize execution of any and all related 

documents which the Borough Council may consider necessary or 

useful in order to effectuate the completion and implementation of 

the project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky 

 

 

R-5 - Authorizing the Designation of Tucker Development and  

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as Conditional 

Redeveloper in Block 4851, Lot 1.01, Also Known as the West 

Parcel, Located in Redevelopment Area 5 

 

―Mr. Grant Resolution of the Borough Council, of the Borough 

of Fort Lee, Authorizing the Designation of Tucker Development 

Acquisition Fund, LP, and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as Conditional  
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Redeveloper Block 4851, Lot 1.01, Also Known as the West Parcel, 

Located in Redevelopment Area 5, in the Borough of Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

―Mayor Sokolich in R-4, the prior Resolution, we de-

designated FLRA as the redeveloper of the west parcel. And in its 

stead, we are appointing, by way of Resolution R-5, Tucker 

Development and Acquisition Fund, and TDC Fort Lee, LLC, as the 

conditional redeveloper for the west parcel. So, after the 

adoption of this Ordinance (sic), you will have FLRA as the 

conditional redeveloper of the east side, Tucker as the 

conditional redeveloper of the west side. And God willing, Fort 

Lee will be moving in a direction of developing this property. 

Do I have a motion? 

 

―Council President Pohan:  So moved.‖ 

 

―Councilperson Sohmer:  Second.‖ 

 

―Mayor Sokolich:  Thank you. – Roll‖ 

 

―Mr. Grant:  Mr. Pohan?‖ 

 

―Council President Pohan:  Yes.‖ 

  

―Mr. Grant:  Mr. Sohmer?‖ 

 

―Councilperson Sohmer:  Before I vote, I just want to say a 

few things. This is the culmination of a lot of, lot of hours 

here. The Mayor, and the committee, spent a lot of hours here, lot 

of time off.  I don't work, but I know some of the committee do 

work, and a lot of time off from their jobs just to do this. 

This was just a tireless, tireless effort, by the Mayor. The Mayor 

did this.  I could tell you he did this single handedly. He was on 

the phone with Richard Tucker.  He was on the phone with Allen 

Goldman. And it just was just a tireless, tireless effort by this 

mayor. This would have never, ever happened if it wasn‘t for our 

mayor. And I want to give him accolades for this. Mayor, this 

absolutely I can‘t wait to see what‘s going to happen here. 

I could tell you that the mayor is very enthusiastic about the 

project. Originally, I voted for FLRA, because I thought there was 

continuity with one.  After attending all these meetings, and I 

find talking to Tucker Development, Richard Tucker, that he has 

his heart here in Fort Lee. This is going to be a great, great 

project for Fort Lee. And, again, the people of Fort Lee, the 

citizens of Fort Lee, we win on this one.  There are a lot of 

things that we have here in this particular all this designations 

that we will win.  Not only tax money, but we will win on this. 

This is a winning proposition for Fort Lee, and my vote is yes.‖ 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  

AUTHORIZING THE DESIGNATION OF TUCKER DEVELOPMENT AND  

ACQUISITION FUND, L.P. AND TDC FORT LEE, LLC AS CONDITIONAL  

REDEVELOPER OF BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.01, ALSO KNOWN AS THE WEST  

PARCEL, LOCATED IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE BOROUGH OF  

FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the ―Borough‖), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 

Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the ―LRHL‖), 

did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of 

Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need  
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of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 

border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 

Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 

Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 

Avenue; and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 

Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 

for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of 

the Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 

Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 

Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  

 

 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 

Redevelopment Area 5 , the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort 

Lee approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots 

for financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington 

Way (hereafter referred to as the ―East Parcel‖) and constituting 

Block 4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the 

second parcel (hereafter referred to as the ―West Parcel‖) 

constituting Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 

redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for 

both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 

these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 

East and West Parcels; and 

 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 

redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 

of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (―RFQ/P‖), which RFQ/P 

was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 

submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 

to July 31, 2009; and  

 

WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 

to the RFQ/P from: 

 

 The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East and West Parcels 

 Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 

 Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East Parcel 

 Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for West Parcel; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough retained professionals in the areas of 

law, planning, finance and engineering to review the proposals and 

these professionals met with each proposer and also requested 

additional information from each of the proposers as a result 

thereof; and  

 

WHEREAS, each of the proposers, other than The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., provided supplemental 

information in response to the Borough‘s questions and requests 

for additional information; and 
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WHEREAS, at the invitation of the Borough, each proposer made 

a public presentation regarding its proposal in December 2009, and 

entertained questions and answers posed by members of the public 

and the Governing Body; and 

 

WHEREAS, on December 28, 2009, the Borough held an additional 

public comment meeting to hear public comments on all four 

proposals and the presentations made by each proposer; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough met individually with: Amerea 

Development, LLC; Fort Lee Redevelopment Associate, LLC; and 

Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. to review and 

discuss their respective proposals and supplemental information 

submitted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough did not meet individually with The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., due to their refusal to 

consider changes to their proposal requested by the Borough to 

more closely follow the requirements in the RFQ/P; and  

 

WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 

the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 

response to the Borough‘s requests for such information, review of 

the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 

public comments provided at each public presentation and 

subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 

individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 

with its entire professional team, including final reports from 

its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 

Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 

conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a 

mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set 

forth in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2010 and on December 9, 2010, the 

Borough extended the designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 

Associates, LLC as conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 

located in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey for a mixed use smart growth project subject to the 

conditions set forth in the resolutions adopted by the Borough 

Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 

multiple issues (the ―Redevelopment Litigation‖); and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA‘s motion for summary judgment on counts six 

through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 

Borough‘s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  

  

WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 

Lee, Docket #BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public 

Records Act, N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings 

Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to 

public records (the ―OPRA Litigation‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 

Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the ―Parties‖) have been 

involved in active negotiations to settle the Redevelopment  
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Litigation and the OPRA Litigation (collectively, the 

―Litigation‖) and in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, 

the Parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an 

agreement to settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets 

forth the parties‘ understanding and agreement on actions to be 

taken by the parties (the ―Settlement Agreement‖); and 

 

 WHEREAS, one of the actions to be taken pursuant to  the 

Settlement Agreement is the designation of Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 

redeveloper of the West Parcel only.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that it hereby designates Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC, 799 Central Avenue, 

Suite 300, Highland Park, IL, as conditional redeveloper of Block 

4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West Parcel, located in 

Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, 

State of New Jersey for the reasons set forth herein.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Conditional Designation is 

subject to the following conditions: 

 

15. The Conditional Designation is limited to a period of 

ninety (90) days from the date of this Resolution (April 

14, 2011) at which time it will automatically expire and 

be of no further force and effect, and the parties will 

no longer have any obligation to the other, except as to 

final payment of Borough costs under the Escrow 

Agreement required herein.  The Borough may, in its sole 

discretion, extend and re-extend the Conditional 

Designation provided sufficient progress is being in 

negotiation of a redevelopment agreement, which 

determination is at the sole discretion of the Borough 

and which extension must be in the form of a duly 

adopted Resolution of the Borough Council. 

 

16. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC and the Borough shall negotiate and 

agree upon the terms and conditions of a redevelopment 

agreement within the period of the conditional 

designation, as such period may be extended by the 

Borough in its sole discretion. 

 

17. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC shall comply with the terms and 

conditions of the Settlement Agreement. 

 

18. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC agree to pay any and all costs 

incurred by the Borough from the date of the Conditional 

Designation (April 14, 2011) to execution of a 

redevelopment agreement or termination of the 

redeveloper designation, as set forth in the Settlement 

Agreement. 

 

19. Within fourteen (14) days of the adoption of this 

resolution, Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, 

L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC and the Borough enter into an 

escrow agreement as required by the Settlement 

Agreement.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of negotiations 

on a redevelopment agreement the Mayor and Borough Council shall 

review and may authorize execution of any and all related 

documents which the Borough Council may consider necessary or  
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useful in order to effectuate the completion and implementation of 

the project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky 

 

―Mayor Sokolich, Harvey, thank you for those observations. 

Going to tell you, though, in a million years, I could not have 

done this without you guys. And I can‘t even begin to tell you how 

many times we‘ve had conversations at 11:00 p.m. 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 a.m. in the morning with the developments. I mean, Armand, we 

would pull out of whatever it is that he was doing. 

  

―Council President Pohan: Right.‖ 

 

―Mayor Sokolich all financial questions, and when you say 

single handedly, if you‘re referring to this entire Council, 

great.  But thank you so much, and it was an effort that we all 

did lovingly. And yeah, you know what?  I did spend a lot of time 

doing it because it was important to do it.  And I think it was 

the most important thing that Fort Lee faced -- you know, in many, 

many years. But without you guys, this never, ever would have been 

possible, because you guys always gave me the strength, the right 

guidance. And by the way, I didn‘t make all the decisions.  The 

decisions were made collectively. And that‘s why this group is 

successful, because we‘re all open minded, and we all listen. 

And I want to thank you guys for your time and your effort, and 

your willingness to deal with me, because you know I put myself in 

some pretty bad moods during the course of this event. So, that‘s 

it. Seems anti-climatic, but the adoption of those Resolutions 

took a long, long time, and we‘re very, very proud of it. 

 

 

A-1 – Sign/Façade Review Committee 

 

 Mayor Sokolich explained that the Sign/Façade Review 

Committee members terms of office was amended so that the terms of 

office are staggered for two years.   

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Andrew Kim, and Frank Patti to serve 

on the Sign/Façade Review Committee for two (2) year terms 

expiring December 31, 2012. 

 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – ―Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Just my own comments on 

the Resolutions we have passed this evening. Life, if you get to 

live it long enough, you realize is a series of compromises. 

And what has been passed here tonight is the result of a very 

arduous negotiating process. When we started this, many, many, 

many, many months ago, years ago, decades ago, my own preference 

would have been to have one single developer to develop the entire 

parcel. Unfortunately, you can‘t always have your own way in life. 

The developer who was the fee owner of the west tract, Tucker 

Development, had a vision, and a dream, and would not give up its  

position easily.  It started litigation, and that litigation could 

have gone on and on and on, and we could have spent another  
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five years litigating this process, and miss the next resurgence 

of the real estate market, which is, hopefully, if we live long 

enough, coming soon enough.  So, to that extent, there‘s been a 

compromise here in my own mind.  And we have agreed to take on two 

developers.  I think one of the good things about the whole 

negotiating process is we‘ve gotten all to know each other much 

better than we did at the start, much better than maybe we ever 

dreamed that we would know each other.  But that‘s good, because 

there‘s going to be a long, long marriage here between the parties 

that are involved in these agreements tonight.  The Borough of 

Fort Lee, Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, and Tucker.  It‘s 

going to take many years to develop this property in its entirety. 

And the parties are going to have to work together very closely 

over that period of time, to make this successful. So, we‘ve had a 

good taste of what that process may be like.  And we‘ve proved an 

ability, among the parties, not always without some differences of 

opinion, to reach closure on the issues involved.  Second, one has 

to bear in mind here that the real estate market is different than 

it was seven years ago, when we approved the Centuria project.   

It‘s not nearly as robust as it was.  And the ability to finance 

and build a project like this is not as great as it was back then.  

It will probably never be as great as it was in 2004, when the 

world was crazy, and the banks were mad at their own money and 

everybody was going wild.  So, in order to build this project, it   

requires more density than would have been required seven years 

ago to make it -- to make this project financially viable. 

And we don‘t want to start on something that looks good on paper, 

but fails because it is not financially viable.  And I think we 

pressed and pushed, and pressed and pushed to the farthest point 

that we can to and yet, to make sure that this project will be 

viable. But in turn for that, we have acquired certain things that 

were beyond, I think, our dreams when we went into this project. 

We have a much larger public space.  We have two public spaces, in 

fact.  One at the corner of Main Street and Lemoine Avenue.  The 

other at the east parcel, between the two towers. Two public parks 

and two public areas for recreation and assembly. More than we had 

had in the Centuria project, more than we had when we considering 

these proposals, some fifteen months ago. Also, whereas seven 

years ago, we had a one screen movie theater now we are going to 

have a much larger three screen movie theater, which is a 

wonderful thing.  It‘s something that I‘ve been pushing for all 

the time that I‘ve been on the Council. So, you have to give in 

order to get, and we have gotten here more than we started out 

with.  We‘ve given up more than we started out with.  We have 

taller buildings than we originally envisioned.  But the same 

time, there isn‘t another tall building in this town that has been 

built that has dedicated as part of its development, a park of 

this size, which is going to be accessible to the public. 

So over all I think that this has been a very successful process.  

The Mayor, indeed, has worked tirelessly sometimes obsessively, to 

get this job done.  Calling me at all godly and ungodly hours of 

the day and night.  But that‘s how much he wanted to see this 

happen for this town.  And I think that the end result will be 

something that the citizenry of this town will enjoy for many more 

decades than it has lain there fallow.  Thank you, Mr. Mayor.‖ 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – ―Again, I have to respond, and I have to tell you 

that the only reason my enthusiasm was in direct proportion to the 

confidence and the assistance that everyone gave me. It‘s not 

about me.  I‘m the guy that gets the call.  I‘m the guy with the 

title. But we did it together, and I‘m proud of it. And I just go 

through, in my head, all the war stories, the conversation on a 

Saturday night at ten o‘clock.  What about a spot for a theater? 

And, then, meeting in the Mayor‘s Office the next morning, from 

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and getting in folks that same day on 
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operating theaters, because our enthusiasm was that great.  It was 

really, really exciting. Thank you, Armand, but it was a joint 

effort.‖ 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer - ―Thank you, Mr. Mayor. I have a lot of 

messages tonight, but you know, I didn‘t want to leave Councilman 

Pohan out on this. He was an intricate part of this, this whole 

process. I mean, from day one, that we were contemplating this, 

the Mayor took the lead, but right behind him was Councilman 

Pohan.  He was there, and I mean, even a call to visit Mr. Trump 

in New York. So, I don't think I‘m letting anything out here, but  

I mean, even on a Sunday, to go visit Donald Trump, the two of 

them went there. But yeah, Mr. Pohan was a real big part of this.  

He‘s a very, very intricate part of this, also. So, I didn‘t want 

to leave him out.‖ 

 

He announced that the George Washington Bridge (GWB) lane 

closings will begin on Friday. Three of the four eastbound, upper 

level approach lanes to the George Washington Bridge will be 

closed during weekend overnight hours, beginning Friday, April 

15th, through August 2011. The upper level lanes will be closed 

weekly from 10:00 p.m. Fridays, to 10:00 a.m. on Saturdays, and 

from 10:00 p.m. Saturdays to 10:00 a.m. on Sundays. 

 

 He announced that the Fort Lee Museum will close from April 

23rd and reopen May 7th, due to an exhibit change. The next 

exhibit will be the Fort Lee Artist Club Spring Exhibit.  That 

will open on Sunday, May 7th, with a reception from 2:00 p.m. to 

5:00 p.m. 

 

 He announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission and the Fort 

Lee VFW will be presenting a five week cliffhanger spring film 

festival. This is a salute to the New Jersey Hall of Fame inductee 

Medal of Honor winner, John Basilone.  Every Saturday night 

beginning May 7th and running through June 4
th
 at the Jack Alter 

Fort Lee Community Center, second floor beginning at 7:00 p.m.  

Admission is free.  The May 7th program will feature New Jersey 

Hall of Fame Executive Director and Commander VFW Commander James 

Viola who will introduce the program. Two episodes of HBO‘s ―The 

Pacific‖ will be shown for five consecutive weeks. 

 

He stated that there is a call for vendors for the June 5th 

Fort Lee Arts and Music Festival which will be held on Main 

Street. Anyone interested can call 201-693-2763 for an 

application. 

 

He stated that there is also a call for high school bands for 

the June 10th Battle of the High School Bands that will be held on 

June 10
th
 at 7:00 p.m. at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center 

Bands interested should also call 201-693-2763.  The winner take 

all prize is $500.00. 

 

He announced that applications for the 2011 Jersey Filmmakers 

of Tomorrow High School Student Film Festival, sponsored by the 

Fort Lee Film Commission are available.  The deadline is June 30
th
 

and films must be submitted by September 30
th
.  Applications are 

also available at www.jerseyfilmakersoftomorrow.org. 

 

He stated that there are new signs on both the American and 

National Little League fields.  The Mayor, Councilman Sargenti and 

Councilman Sohmer attended the opening day ceremony at the 

American League Field and the clean-up day for the National 

League.  In addition there is a new sign similar to the old Ebbets  

Field sign on both fields that if it‘s hit, the ballplayer hitting 

the sign will receive free movie tickets. 

http://www.jerseyfilmakersoftomorrow.org/
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He noted the passing of former Fort Lee Police Lieutenant Al 

Beyer, Jr.  He was living in Palm Coast, Florida.  He is survived 

by his wife, Joann.  He offered his condolences from the Mayor and 

Council to the Beyer family. 

 

  

Mayor Sokolich – ―Thank you, Councilman. And again, this is not 

rehearsed, but I need to extend my thanks to you, as well. 

You are always, always available to me.  Your ideas are always 

productive with positive input. And, again, we are only as 

effective as well as we work together, and the degree that we work 

well together. And you‘re an integral part of that. Again, this 

does not get accomplished without you.  And I mean that from the 

bottom of my heart.‖ 

 

―Councilwoman Kasofsky, while all of this is going on, your 

input, again, was indispensable.‖ And then, you were also called 

upon to do things I don't want to say exclusively, but you‘ve 

taken on a lot on your shoulders, because of being consumed with 

redevelopment. But namely in making Fort Lee green, which maybe 

you are going to talk about a little bit tonight. So, thank you.‖ 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – ―Thank you, Mayor Sokolich. Tonight is a 

historic night, and I am proud that I am your Councilwoman, and I 

was part of this Council and Mayor, and I voted yes for the life 

and times of Fort Lee. I am thrilled for Fort Lee residents.  It‘s 

a wonderful night.‖ 

 

She stated that the Fort Lee Library is currently displaying 

the artwork of Daniel Filippone on the lower level. 

 

She added that April 10
th
 - April 16

th
 is National Library 

Week.  Anyone who owes any fines will be forgiven; however, if 

someone chooses to pay their fines, the revenue will be donated to 

the Japanese Earthquake Relief Fund. 

 

She announced that the All Seasons Chamber Players will 

perform its spring concert on Sunday, April 17
th
 at 2:30 p.m. at 

the library.  Admission is free. 

  

She also announced that on Saturday, May 21
st
 the library 

will be holding a book sale from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  The 

library is currently accepting donations of books, but they are 

really in need of children‘s books.   

 

She stated that The Fort Lee Arts and Music Festival is being 

held on Sunday, June 5
th
 and this year as part of the fair there 

will be a green fair component which will include a block of 

various vendors with regarding to environmental type programs.  

Some of the vendors include PSE&G, the BCUA and New York 

Waterways.  Also included is Clean Plates, NYC, a green cleaning 

company.  Anybody related to reusing, recycling and green products 

has been invited to the fair. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – ―And just quick, before we open it up to the 

public, I just wanted to just say a few words to Councilman 

Goldberg, also.  Jan and I have probably have coffee six days out 

of the week, because of the proximity of the coffee shop to my law 

office, where I stop every morning at 7:30 a.m. before I get the 

day started. And I don't think a day went by that we didn‘t spend  

an hour over coffee talking about the project, talking about 

specific terms. Jan participated in every single meeting and most 

of the meetings, at times with the developers.  And, again, his 
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participation, along with Councilman Sargenti, was completely 

indispensable. So, again, this was such a group effort, and I‘m 

grateful to everyone for it. And last, but not least, I would be 

absolutely, unconditionally remiss if I did not extend, on behalf 

of this entire governing body, our heartfelt thanks to our Borough 

Administrator, Peggy Thomas, and also, to our Borough Counsel, Lee 

Cohen.  Now, you know, folks will say, well, you know that‘s their 

job. Yeah, it‘s their job.  But I will assure you that everyone 

went above and beyond the call of duty to make sure that this 

worked. And I think we would all agree with that.‖ 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich - congratulated the Fort Lee American Little League 

and their President Richard Radoian, along with his Board of 

Directors, who had yet another successful opening day this past 

Saturday.   

 

He also congratulated Scott Mittman and his Board of 

Directors for their opening day ceremonies for girl‘s softball 

that was done this past Sunday. 

 

He stated that all the sports leagues wouldn‘t work without 

volunteers and sponsors.  He said it‘s great to be Mayor, and on a 

governing body that has such great activities for their youth. 

 

He also attended along with Messrs. Sargenti and Sohmer, the 

National Little League Work Day, this past Saturday.  Work Day is 

typically when all the coaches and administrators get together 

over the course of the day to get the fields ready for play 

including the hanging up of the sponsor signs. 

 

 

Mr. Grant – announced that the School Board Election is Wednesday, 

April 27
th
.  The voting hours are 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  For 

further questions regarding the election call the Borough Clerk‘s 

Office at 201-592-3500, extension 1505. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich - ―The protocol going forward now, that this 

agreement is about to be entered into, that these developers have, 

and will continue to vigorously prepare plans. A redevelopment 

agreement will start to be negotiated.  Bill Harrison, I hope you 

started the preliminary drafting of that document, while you‘re in 

the audience tonight.  The developers will, then, formally file an 

application for site plan approval before our Planning Board. 

I will join my colleague, Council President Pohan, on the Board, 

for those public hearings. We‘re hopeful that this happens sooner 

than later.  Once we get through the site plan process, and a 

Resolution is adopted, there will be a plan amendment to our 

Ordinance.  So, there will be a lot of things happening 

concurrently.  My promise to you, it will be done as swiftly as 

humanly possible, without, of course, jeopardizing, or 

compromising the rights of our residents here in Fort Lee.‖ 

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Speaker   Subject     Response 

 

Nina Levinson       .Redevelopment Area 5/        Mayor Sokolich 

1560 West St.         Environmental Initiatives   Ms. Kasofsky 
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Bill Harrison, Esq. for Genova, Burns & Giantomasi, 494 Broad 

Street, Newark, Representing Tucker Development and Acquisition 

Fund and TDC, Fort Lee. 

  

                    .Redevelopment Area 5          Mayor Sokolich 

                      Thanked the Mayor and Council 

                      Borough Administrator and      

                      Borough Attorney for Their 

                      Efforts  

                         

 

 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

and there being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned, 

and carried at 9:05 p.m.  

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL MEETING 

  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                 Thursday, March 31, 2011 @7:00 p.m. 

 

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough   

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in Executive Conference 

Room #201, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 

New Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,              

                Goldberg, Sargenti, (Arrived at 7:10 p.m.)   

                Kasofsky, Cervieri (Left at 7:50 p.m.) 

 

 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

           Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

           J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  

in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 

place and proposed agenda hereof. 

 

 On March 29, 2011 a written notice of the time, place and 

proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 

Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 

 

 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 

THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, PRESS JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE 

filed with the Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all 

persons who have requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed 

for the year 2011. 

 

     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mr. Grant read the operative portion of the special meeting. 

  

 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 

 

 1.  Police Department Disciplinary Matters 

 2.  Public Participation 

 

 It is expected that action will not be taken at this meeting. 

 

 

RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION 

 

 Mr. Grant read the following resolution to move the meeting 

into closed session: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that: 

 

 1.   This body shall hereafter discuss in closed session, 

pursuant to Section 7B of the Open Public Meetings Act, certain 

items which may generally be described as follows: 

 

  Attorney-Client Privilege/Personnel: Police Department 

           Disciplinary Matters 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg and approved unanimously, the meeting moved into closed 

session at approximately 7:05 p.m. 

 

 2.   The minutes of the discussion in closed session may be 

disclosed to the public when the Mayor and Council has determined 

that the need for confidentiality has been satisfied. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan and approved unanimously, the meeting moved into open  

session at approximately 8:30 p.m. for the required public 

participation. 

 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Speaker    Subject            Response 

 

NYS 9 Reporter   Asked What was Discussed in        Mayor Sokolich 

                  Closed Session                     

                  

                 Asked About Underage Drinking      Mayor Sokolich 

                  Parties in General               

                  

                 Spoke to Potential Litigation      Mayor Sokolich 

 

                 Asked About Transport Van and if   Mr. Cohen 

                  Van is Currently Out of Service 

 

 

Unknown News     Asked if Parents Were Contacted    Mayor Sokolich 

 Reporter        

 

Susan Moeller    Asked if Officers are Suspended    Mayor Sokolich 

Suburbanite Rep.  With or Without Pay 

                                           

                 Asked if There is a Timeline       Mayor Sokolich 

                  for Reports/Actions to be         Lee Cohen    

                  Taken 

                                                 

                 Asked When Mayor Sokolich          Mayor Sokolich 

                  Found Out About Incident 

 

                 Asked When Juveniles Were Finally  Mayor Sokolich                                                               

                  Found in Van          

 

                 Asked if Apologies Were Made       Mayor Sokolich 

                  to Families of Juveniles          Mr. Cohen 

 

 

Unknown News     Asked About Status of Tonight’s    Mayor Sokolich 

 Reporter         Special Meeting                    

 

 

Unknown News     Asked What’s the Next Step in      Mr. Cohen 

 Reporter         Process 

 

Unknown News     Asked Who is in Charge of          Mayor Sokolich 

 Reporter         Investigation 

 

Unknown News     Asked About Suspension of Officers Mr. Cohen 

 Reporter         and Future Actions to be Taken 

                  Regarding the Incident 
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 There being no further discussion, the special meeting was 

adjourned on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried at 8:40 p.m.  

 

          

       ______________________                        

                               Neil Grant 

                                   Borough Clerk    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                               Thursday, March 10, 2011 @8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

                    Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 

                    Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that he has been told by the Borough 

Auditor, who is present tonight, that the Borough may be the first 

or amongst the first community of the 566 municipalities in the 

State that will be adopting its budget.  The Borough has had a 

vision to where it was going this year and that the cost saving 

measures that have been implemented over the last three years 

would reap benefits with regard to the budget.  The Borough has 

control of its finances and he’s very proud of that.  On an 

average assessment of $465,000.00 a person’s taxes for 2011 will 

go up by $37.20.  This will be the lowest budget increase in many 

years.  The Borough’s controllable expenses are down by 

$128,000.00.  Salaries have been reduced by $1,800,000.00.  For 

the most part where there has been an opportunity to control 

expenses, it has been done.  Bond debt reduction over the last 

three years is in the vicinity of $25,000,000.00.  Attrition has 

reduced the work force by thirty-five to forty full time 

employees.  The ambulance co-pay program is bringing in revenue 

close to $1,000,000.00 annually.  He made a commitment during his 

reorganization day speech that the Borough’s budget would be lower 

than 1% and in fact is 0.89%.  He’s not sure many other 

communities will be able to get to that point.  The budget process 

is never easy, but the 0.89% increase was not done by luck.  As a 

result of many people’s efforts, he’s very happy to deliver the 

budget that is expected to be adopted tonight.  He said the 

process is not complete as he hopes that in future budgets there 

will be no tax increase; however, this is a great start in this 

economy.  He closed by stating that he’s proud of the 2011 budget. 
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PROCLAMATION 

 

PR-1 - Greater Fort Lee Korean-American Association 

 

 Mayor Sokolich asked that Andrew Kim and the former board of 

the Greater Korean-American Association come to the podium. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich read the following proclamation: 

 

WHEREAS, the Greater Fort Lee Korean American Association is 

an organization which pledges to serve all Korean-Americans in the 

Borough of Fort Lee, as well as the entire Fort Lee community; and  

 

 WHEREAS, over recent years, the Korean-American population in 

the Borough of Fort Lee has dramatically increased and Korean-

Americans in Fort Lee have become an indispensable part of the 

fabric of the Fort Lee community due in large part to the values, 

beliefs and commitment to family and community which are 

characteristics common to all Korean-Americans; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Greater Fort Lee Korean American Association is 

an organization which is devoted to improving the quality of lives 

of Korean-Americans in the Borough of Fort Lee and serving as the 

representative organization between Korean-Americans and 

government in the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, since its inception and during the tenure of 

President Andrew Kim, many initiatives have been put into place 

aimed at improving the lives of all Korean-Americans and the 

entire Fort Lee community; and  

 

 WHEREAS, since 2007, the Board of Directors of the Greater 

Fort Lee Korean American Association has consisted of Andrew Kim 

as its President, and a Board of Directors consisting of Kyoung 

Tae Hwang as Vice-President, Chung Ho Pak as Chairman, Jason Oh as 

Vice-Chairman and Jaesung Son as Secretary; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in large part as a result of the efforts made by the 

Greater Fort Lee Korean American Association under the leadership 

of President Kim and the Greater Fort Lee Korean American 

Association’s Board of Directors, many accomplishments have been 

achieved over recent years in the Borough of Fort Lee, which 

include however are not limited to, representation on municipal 

boards, engagement of Korean-Americans for critical full and part-

time positions within the Borough of Fort Lee, participation at 

various committee levels, voter registration programs and the 

mobilization of Korean-American voters who now participate in all 

elections, the promotion to higher rank of Korean-Americans within 

the Fort Lee Police Department and the successful pursuit of 

elected office; and  

 

 WHEREAS, perhaps the most important accomplishment of the 

Greater Fort Lee Korean American Association is the establishment 

of Korean-Americans here in Fort Lee as a group willing to become 

an indispensable part of the Fort Lee community through hard work, 

volunteerism, participation in government and involvement in all 

aspects of community life; this accomplishment was achieved by 

hard work, commitment and tireless effort and not by mere words 

and inaction; and  

 

 WHEREAS, it is indisputable that the Borough of Fort Lee 

relies upon active and civic-minded citizens to ensure that the 

quality of life in our community remains at its highest level and 

the Greater Fort Lee Korean American Association is an  

organization devoted to achieving such success for all residents; 

and  
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee are 

desirous of recognizing the achievements of President Andrew Kim 

and the entire Board of Directors on behalf of all Korean-

Americans in the Borough of Fort Lee, as well as the entire Fort 

Lee community. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mark J. Sokolich, as 

the Mayor of the Borough of Fort Lee and the entire Borough 

Council do hereby provide this Proclamation in recognition of the 

achievements of the Greater Fort Lee Korean American Association 

reached under the leadership of President Andrew Kim and the 

entire Board of Directors consisting of Kyoung Tae Hwang as Vice-

President, Chung Ho Pak as Chairman, Jason Oh as Vice-Chairman and 

Jaesung Son as Secretary, and remain eternally grateful to the 

Greater Fort Lee Korean American Association for making the 

Borough of Fort Lee a better place to work and raise our families. 

    

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 20, 

2011 Regular Meeting were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 3,  

2011 Executive Session were approved. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 17, 

2011 Executive Session were approved. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 

 

Ordinance #2011-10 - Amending Chapter 316-1 Public Record Fees 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2011-10 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 316 PUBLIC RECORDS SECTION 316-

1 FEES OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and 

passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 14, 

2011. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2011-7 – Amending Chapter 410-49 Zoning, Section (E)  

Sign/Façade Review Committee to Include Staggered Terms of  

Appointment  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-7 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 410 

ZONING SECTION 410-49 GENERAL REGULATIONS OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  

 

 

Ordinance #2011-8 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 

Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 1010 Harvard Place 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-8 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 

388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 

ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.   

 

 

Ordinance #2011-9 - Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget  

Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A.40A:4- 

45.14) 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-9 entitled, “CALENDAR YEAR 2011 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BAP 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14).” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

2011 MUNICIPAL BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  

Kasofsky, the public hearing was opened relative to the 2011 

Municipal Budget. 

 

 George Porto, 450 Central Boulevard – spoke to a website 

known as www.townstats.org.  He said it’s a website that compares 

different town’s budgets by line item.  He thought it’s something 

that the public might want to look to so as to make some 

comparisons. 

 

 Ms. Thomas stated that the municipal budget is posted on the 

Borough’s website. 

 

 Thomas Bennett, 262 Riverdale Drive – stated that he’s a 

senior on Medicare who lives on a retirement income.  He mentioned 

that people who receive social security will not be receiving a 

cost-of-living adjustment this year.  He stated that even with 

close to twenty police retirements the budget is still going up 

and that every year the budget goes up.   

http://www.townstats.org/
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 Mayor Sokolich asked Mr. Bennett if he would prefer the 

Borough to lay people off, reduce services, use furloughs or not 

provide senior transportation.  He added that the 0.89% increase 

has been done without affecting the quality of life in the 

Borough. 

 

 David Cohen, 1530 Palisade Avenue, stated he has prepared 

many budgets in his time and he appreciates the Mayor and 

Council’s efforts.  He asked why accrued absences on page 3b that 

has been present on previous budgets, is not on this budget.  

 

 Mayor Sokolich replied that he will give Mr. Cohen a copy of 

page 3b of the accrued absences for this year. 

 

 Martha Cohen, 1530 Palisade Avenue, mentioned that full time 

positions were down by twenty nine employees, but part-time 

employee numbers were up.  She wanted to know how that equated in 

dollars and cents. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich mentioned that four part-time positions in the 

Fire Department were paid by a grant.  He mentioned that there are 

also seasonal employees, camp counselor and clean community 

positions that are filled each year.  

 

 Ms. Cohen then asked how many of the part-time positions are 

not covered by grants. 

 

 Ms. Thomas stated that the part-time workers hours vary from 

season to season.  She added that the entire salary and wage line 

is up $116,000.00 from 2010 which includes the 2% contractual 

salary increase.  

 

 Mayor Sokolich added that many of the part-time employees are 

from pools of employees that are used at the community center on 

an as-needed basis.  There is also a pool of EMT employees. 

 

 Mr. Cervieri added that a couple of crossing guard positions 

were added for public safety reasons.  In addition part-time 

employees do not receive benefits. 

 

 Ms. Cohen spoke to legal service costs. She mentioned that 

last year $684,000.00 was budgeted and $769,000.00 was spent.  

This year’s anticipated budget cost is $832,000.00.  She asked why 

the legal services line is being increased.  

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that by contract a percentage of the 

legal fees were being paid by the contractor in connection of the 

development; however, for budgetary purposes the amount has to be 

reflected in the budget document.  As far as the increase in legal 

services there is an ongoing arbitration case with the Police 

Department and the continuing of litigation in anticipation of a 

settlement with regard to Redevelopment Area 5.  Due to the 

economy there are also a tremendous amount of tax appeals which 

the Borough’s attorneys have been directed to defend as 

aggressively as possible. 

 

 Mr. Pohan stated that when the 2010 budget was struck last 

year, the Borough thought there was going to be a developer for 

Redevelopment Area 5.  The Borough could not anticipate that there  

was going to be litigation coming from the unsuccessful developer, 

Tucker Development, who sued Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates and 

the Borough.  Even if the lawsuit was anticipated the Borough 

won’t just throw in a couple of hundred thousand dollars in a line 

item, which would just invite more litigation. Unfortunately, it 

happened after the budget was devised.  He noticed the State of 

New Jersey just received a one month legal bill of $330,000 for  
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work with regard to the ARC Tunnel.  Litigation is very expensive 

when the property in question is worth a tremendous amount of 

money. People fight hard for their property rights.  It’s 

anticipated that the legal fight may be over soon, but the Borough 

must prudently place the money within the budget for 2011. 

 

 Ms. Cohen asked how the Borough Attorney and other attorneys 

hired by the Borough are paid. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich replied that the Borough Attorney is paid by 

contract based on a retainer and other items over the retainer are 

built separately on an hourly basis.  The Planning Board and the 

Zoning Board attorneys receive a large amount of their money 

through the applicants who appear before the Boards. 

 

 Mr. Pohan stated that when the Borough receives certain 

offsets of money, it would go into the surplus portion of next 

year’s budget. 

 

 Ms. Cohen asked about the Economic Development line.  

 

 Ms. Thomas replied the monies might be needed for traffic 

studies or an economic profile of developers. 

 

 Ms. Cohen asked about the street lighting and the utility 

budget line as well as mentioning that PSE&G was supposed to put 

in new lighting that was supposed to save the Borough money. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich replied that PSE&G has not put in enough new 

lighting to make a marketable difference in the street lighting 

portion of the budget.   The Borough continues to urge PSE&G to 

put in the new lights.   

 

 Ms. Cohen asked about the higher interest on bonds from last 

year’s budget to this year’s budget. 

 

 Mr. Pohan replied that last year the Borough has a lot more 

bond anticipation notes.  The notes were converted this year from 

notes to bonds.  The interest on the notes goes down and the 

interest on the bonds goes up.  There are also additional 

amortization costs associated with the bonds. 

 

 Mr. Wielkotz stated that in 2010 there were a considerable 

amount of notes outstanding for various projects.  Because the 

economic conditions were outstanding to permanently finance the 

notes, there will be a considerable amount of savings based on the 

$20,000,000 the Borough converted from notes to bonds.  Legally, 

notes can only be outstanding for less than ten years before they 

have to be converted to bonds.  The Borough took advantage of 

Bergen County’s AAA bond rating to save additional monies over the 

life of the debt. 

 

 Ms. Cohen asked about a $360,000 deferred charge in the 

emergency authorization line as well as severance liabilities. 

 

 Mr. Wielkotz replied that the $360,000 represents 20% of the 

special $1,800,000 special appropriation the Borough did at the 

end of 2010 which was based on the numerous retirements within the 

Borough in 2010.  The statute was changed by the State to allow  

severance payouts over a five-year period. Usually retirees are 

paid out of the general budget, but because there were so many 

retirees in 2010 a special emergency appropriation was done.  

 

 Mr. Pohan spoke to unused sick and vacation days and the 

$15,000 CAP that the State put on employees. 
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Ms. Cohen spoke to the General Services line and asked what kind 

of work they do for the Borough. 

 

 Ms. Thomas replied that they do all the repairs in all of the 

Borough’s facilities. 

 

 Ms. Cohen asked about the Mayor and Council’s salary line 

being increased from 2010 to 2011. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Mayor and Council’s salaries 

remained unchanged. 

 

 Ms. Thomas said they would report back to Ms. Cohen.  

 

 Judith Fisher, 2400 Hudson Terrace, asked about the maximum 

amount of money employees received on retirement. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that except for employees that have 

vested rights which pre-dates the $15,000 State CAP limitation  

potentially current employees are able to receive more than the 

$15,000 State limitation. 

 

 Mr. Goldberg said that a lot of employees at retirement will 

take their money over a two-year period. 

 

 Ms. Fisher asked about the uncompensated liability for 

benefits. 

 

 Ms. Thomas replied that it’s $7,900,000. 

 

 David Cohen, 1530 Palisade Avenue, asked about the $336,000 

in the Senior Citizens special services line and if the number 

could be broken down for him. 

 

 Ms. Thomas replied that the budget line refers to health, 

medical, transportation and senior bus costs. 

 

 Mr. Cohen asked who administers the $336,000 in the budget. 

 

 Ms. Thomas replied the Senior Citizen Director. 

 

 There being no further discussion, on motion by Councilman 

Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Goldberg, the public hearing was 

closed relative to the 2011 Municipal Budget. 

 

 

R-1 – Amendment to the 2011 Municipal Budget 

 

 Mr. Wielkotz explained the budget amendment specifically that  

the Borough is adding grants the Borough received after the budget 

was introduced. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the following budget amendment was introduced. 

 

 WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2011 was 

approved on February 10, 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as 

advertised; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, that the following amendment  
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to the approved budget of 2011 be made: 

 

CURRENT FUND BUDGET 

 

ANTICIPATED REVENUES       From       To 

 
1.  Surplus Anticipated                        $2,244,500.00     $2,250,556.51 

 

    TOTAL SURPLUS ANTICIPATED                  $2,244,500.00     $2,250,556.51 

 

3.  Miscellaneous Revenues - Section B: State 

     Aid Without Offsetting Appropriations  

     Consolidated Municipal Property Tax Relief  $181,477.00       $146,943.00 

     Energy Receipts Tax                       $1,520,261.00     $1,554,795.00 

     Garden State Trust Fund                         $375.00              0.00      

 

    Total Section B: State Aid Without  

     Offsetting Appropriations                 $1,771,567.00     $1,771,192.00 

 

 

3.  Miscellaneous Revenues – Section F: Special 

     Items of General Revenue Anticipated With 

     Prior Written Consent of DOLGS – Public and 

     Private Revenues Offset With Appropriations 

      FEMA                                             $0.00       $177,804.00 

 

 

    Total Section F: Special Items of General     $69,950.00       $247,754.00 

     Revenue Anticipated With Prior Written 

     Consent of DOLGS – Public and Private 

     Revenues   

 

    TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES               $6,427,372.23     $6,604,801.23 

 

 

5.  SUBTOTAL GENERAL REVENUES                 $10,071,872.23    $10,255,357.74       

    (Items 1,2,3 and 4)    

 

7.  TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES (Items 5 and 6)    $67,681,823.15    $67,865,308.66 

 

 

Appropriations 

 

8. (A) Operations – Within “CAPS” 

    Group Insurance for Employees              $8,397,814.00     $8,218,480.00 

 

  TOTAL OPERATIONS – (Item 8(A) Within CAPS)  $45,719,467.00    $45,540,133.00 

 

  Detail: 

   Other Expenses (Including Contingent)      $20,501,956.00    $20,322,622.00 

    

  (E) Deferred Charges and Statutory      

   Expenditures – Municipal Within “CAPS” 

   Deficit in Dedicated for Fire Penalties              0.00          5,681.51 

 

   TOTAL DEFERRED CHARGES AND STATUTORY 

    EXPENDITURES – MUNICIPAL WITHIN “CAPS”     $5,922,912.15     $5,928,593.66 

 

  (F) Judgments  

 

  (H-1) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR      $51,642,379.15    $51,468,726.66 

   MUNICIPAL PURPOSES WITHIN “CAPS” 

 

 

8. (A) Operations – Excluded from “CAPS” 

    2010 CAP Exceptions 

    Group Insurance for Employees                      0.00        $179,334.00 

 

   Total Other Operations Excluded from 

    “CAPS”                                    $6,062,918.00      $6,242,252.00 

 

   Public and Private Programs Offset by 

    Revenues – FEMA Grant                              0.00        $177,804.00  

   

   Total Public and Private Programs Offset 

    by Revenues                                  $69,950.00        $247,754.00 

 

   TOTAL OPERATIONS EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”      $6,199,580.00      $6,556,718.00 
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   Detail: Other Expenses                     $6,062,918.00      $6,490,006.00 

 

 (H-2) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR 

  MUNICIPL PURPOSES EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”     $14,421,944.00     $14,779,082.00 

 

(O) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS – 

      EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”                  $14,421,944.00     $14,779,082.00 

 

(L)  SUBTOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 

      (Items (H-1) AND (O)                  $66,064,323.15     $66,247,808.66 

 

 

9.  TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS            $67,681,823.15     $67,865,308.66 

 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that three certified copies of this  

resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 

Local Government Services for his certification of the 2011 Local 

Municipal Budget so amended. 

 

 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, that the Amended Budget hereto and 

hereby made a part hereof is a true copy of the Amended Budget 

approved by resolution of the governing body on March 10, 2011. 

 

 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, that the Adopted Budget Amendment 

annexed hereto and hereby made a part of the 2011 Budget is a copy 

of the original on file with the Clerk of the Governing Body, that 

all additions are correct, all statements contained herein are in 

proof and the total of anticipated revenues equals the total of 

appropriations. 

 

 The budget amendment was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee of the County of Bergen that the budget herein before set 

forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for 

the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as 

appropriations, and authorization of the amount of $57,609,950.92 

for municipal purposes, and 

 

(a) $57,609,950.92 (Item 2 below) for municipal purposes, and 

 

(b)          $0.00 (Item 3 below) for school purposes in Type I  

School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18A:9-2) to be raised by taxation, 

and 

 

{C}                (Item 4 below) to be added to the certificate 

of amount to be raised by taxation for local school purposes in 

Type II School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18:9-3) and the 

certification to the County Board of Taxation of the following 

summary of general revenues and appropriations. 

 

SUMMARY OF REVENUES 

 
1. General Revenues 

    Surplus Anticipated                       08-100           $2,250,556.51 

    Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated       40004-10          $6,604,801.23 

    Receipts from Delinquent Taxes            15-499           $1,400,000.00 

 

2. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 

    MUNICIPAL PURPOSES (Item 6(a), Sheet 11)  07-190          $57,609,950.92 

 

3. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
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    SCHOOLS IN TYPE 1 SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY 

    Item 6, Sheet 42                          07-195 

    Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14    07-191 

 

    Total Amount to be Raised by Taxation for 

     Schools in Type I School Districts Only                  $57,609,950.92 

 

4. To Be Added TO THE CERTIFICATE FOR AMOUNT  

    TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR SCHOOLS IN 

    TYPE II SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY: 

 

     Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14)  07-195 

     Total Revenues                          40000-10         $67,865,308.66 

 

 

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 

 
5. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS: 

 

      Within “CAPS” 

 

        (a&b) Operations Including Contingent                $45,540,133.00 

        (e) Deferred Charges and Statutory  

             Expenditures - Municipal                         $5,928,593.66 

 

   Excluded from “CAPS” 

 

        (a) Operations - Total Operations Excluded 

             from “CAPS”                                      $6,556,718.00 

        {c} Capital Improvements                                 150,000.00 

        (d) Municipal Debt Service                             7,712,364.00 

        (e) Deferred Charges – Municipal                         360,000.00 

 

        (m) Reserve for Uncollected Taxes (Include Other       1,617,500.00 

             Reserves if any 

 

Total Appropriations                                         $67,805,308.66 

 

     On motion by Councilman Cervieri, and seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the resolution to adopt the 2011 Fort Lee Municipal budget 

was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 It is hereby certified that the within budget is a true copy 

of the budget finally adopted by resolution of the Governing Body 

on the 10th Day of March, 2011.  It is further certified that each 

item of revenue and appropriation is set forth in the same amount 

and by the same title as appeared in the 2010 approved budget and 

all amendments thereto, if any, which have been previously 

approved by the Director of Local Government Services. 

 

Certified by me on this 10th day of March 2011 

Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council, the 

Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing was 

opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-19. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby  

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
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ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                 $16,838,496.88 

Capital                                          103,203.58 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,239.50 

Trip Admissions                                         n/a 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                         15,840.82 

Special Dog Account                                  297.00 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             475.00 

Redemption Account                                34,527.69 

School Resource Account                                 n/a 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   56,538.40 

Police Justice                                          n/a 

Flexible Spending                                  3,325.65 

 

Total:                                       $17,054,944.52 

 

 

CA-2 - Authorizing Full Time Hiring of Sam Ghali as a   

Communications Technician, Grade 14, Step A, for the 

Communications Department, Radio Repair Division – $48,513.00 

Annually  

 

WHEREAS, Sam Ghali has been working part-time in the 

Communications Department, Radio Repair Division since 2007,   

 

 NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Sam Ghali be moved from part-time status 

to a full-time position with the Communications Department, Radio 

Repair Division, with a title of Communications Technician as of 

March 1, 2011; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the title of Communications 

Technician falls under Grade 14, Step A in accordance with the 

Blue Collar Contract, at a salary of $48,513.00, with no 

additional costs for benefits since Mr. Ghali is already enrolled; 

and    

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that this title is provisional, pending 

certification by the State of New Jersey Civil Service Commission.    

 

 

CA-3 - Authorizing Title Change for Doris Coleman from Building  

Maintenance Worker to Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds, Grade 

15 - $62,604.00 Annually  

 

WHEREAS, Doris Coleman has assumed the duties of Supervisor 

of Buildings and Grounds,   

 

 

 



Regular Meeting                                     March 10, 2011  

                                                          Page #12 

 

 NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Doris Coleman be promoted to the 

position of Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds with the Public 

Buildings & Grounds Department; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the title of Supervisor of 

Buildings and Grounds falls under Grade 15, with the Blue Collar 

Contract, at a salary of $62,604.00, with an effective date 

retroactive to March 1, 2011 for said promotion; and   

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that this title is provisional, pending 

certification by the State of New Jersey Civil Service Commission.    

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From  

Aster Corp. to Plaza Diner Liquor, LLC at 2045 Lemoine Avenue 

 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 

transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-005-002, 

heretofore issued to Aster Corp; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 

been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 

to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 

local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 

authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 

of the license and the licensed business and all additional 

financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 

certificate for the person-to-person portion of the transfer from 

the State of New Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of 

Taxation, Trenton, New Jersey, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing 

Body, does hereby approve the person-to-person transfer of the 

aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to Plaza Diner Liquor, 

L.L.C. located at 2045 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024, 

effective March 10, 2011 and does hereby direct the Borough Clerk 

to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership. 

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  

Simmtech America, at 2160 North Central Road, Block 6253, Lot 1, 

vs. Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Year 2011  

 

 WHEREAS, Simmtech America is the owner and taxpayer of 

property located at 2160 North Central Road, also known as Block 

6253, Lot 1; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeal for 2009 against the 

Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Simmtech America vs. 

Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in the Tax Court; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 

Attorney and the Borough Tax Assessor that the matter be settled 

at this time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of 

the Borough, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 

necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 

entitled Simmtech America vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the 

complaint for tax year 2009 will be withdrawn, and the assessments 

for tax years 2009 and 2010 will remain intact, and the 2001 

assessment will be reduced from $8,308,700 to $8,000,000; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 

predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 

the taxpayer. 

 

CA-6 - Endorsing Support of Federal Legislation-HR 676 The United  

States National Health Insurance Bill (Expanded and Improved 

Medicare for All) 

 

WHEREAS, every person in the Borough of Fort Lee and in the 

United States deserves access to affordable, quality health care; 

and 

 

     WHEREAS, the crisis in health care in the United States of 

America includes rising health care costs, increased insurance 

costs, and out of pocket medical expenses; and 

 

    WHEREAS, the United States poverty rate is increasing, as 

employee layoffs and outsourcing of the workforce is increasing; 

and 

 

     WHEREAS, many of the Borough of Fort Lee residents as well as 

thousands of Bergen County residents continue to lack health 

insurance in 2011; and 

 

    WHEREAS, those insured now often experience burdensome medical 

debt and sometimes life- threatening delays in obtaining health 

care; and 

 

    WHEREAS, one half of the bankruptcies are due to illness or 

medical bills; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the complex bureaucracy arising from our system of 

fragmented, for-profit, multi-payer system of health care 

financing consumes approximately thirty percent (30%) of United 

States health care spending; and 

 

     WHEREAS, rationing  health care according to ability to pay 

has diminished the overall health of our citizens to the point at 

which the United States ranks shameful low at 37
th
 in quality by 

the World Health Organization; and 

 

     WHEREAS, United States Representative John Conyers has 

introduced HR 676, the United States National Health Insurance 

Act, in the United States House of Representatives in the present 

Congress, and this bill would provide a universal, comprehensive, 

single-payer system of high-quality national health insurance, 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee hereby endorses Congressman Conyers 

legislation, HR 676, “Expanded and Improved Medicare For All”, and 

will work to educate our community on the importance of this 

legislation and that copies of this Resolution be sent to State 

Senators Frank Lautenberg and Robert Menendez, and Congressman 

Steve Rothman; and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent 

by the Borough of Fort Lee to the Governor, District 38 
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Legislators and the Bergen County Board of Chosen Freeholders. 

 

 

CA-7 - Requesting that the State Legislator and the Governor to  

Exempt the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes from the 2% CAP 

 

       A RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE STATE LEGISLATURE AND THE  

       GOVERNOR TO EXEMPT THE RESERVE FOR UNCOLLECTED TAXES FROM  

       THE 2% CAP  

 

WHEREAS, on July 13, 2010, Governor Christie signed into law 

P.L. 2010, c. 44, which reduced the cap on the property tax levy 

from 4% to 2% and limited the number of exemptions; and  

 

WHEREAS, when the property tax levy was reduced, the 

exemption for the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes was removed; and  

 

WHEREAS, in addition to collecting property taxes for its own 

operations, the municipality also serves as the collection agent 

for the county, school districts, fire districts and other special 

local entities; and  

 

WHEREAS, the municipality must provide those entities with 

the full amount they deem necessary for their operations, 

regardless of the actual collection rate; and  

 

WHEREAS, due to myriad factors beyond local control, the 

actual collection rate never equals the total local levy, 

especially during an economic downturn, when unemployment soars 

and property values plummet, causing an increase in tax appeals, 

which the municipality must defend and which subject the municipal 

budget to further losses, when successful; and  

 

WHEREAS, to account for the shortfall and potential losses, 

State law requires the municipality to budget an appropriation in 

a line item known as the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes, which is 

generally determined through a formula driven calculation in which 

the variables change year to year; and  

 

WHEREAS, without a levy cap exemption, municipalities will be 

forced to further cut their own operations, in order to meet the 

2% tax levy cap to provide the county, school districts, fire 

districts and other special local entities the full amount they 

deem necessary for their operations; and  

 

WHEREAS, those other local entities, which do not have to 

budget for collection rate short-falls or the impact of declining 

property values, have been granted levy cap exceptions to address 

factors beyond their control; and 

  

WHEREAS, Assemblymen McKeon and Burzichelli have introduced 

A-3603, which excludes increases in appropriations to the Reserve 

for Uncollected Taxes in excess of two percent, from calculations 

of the municipal adjusted tax levy, 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee hereby urge the swift passage and signing 

of A-3603; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that consideration also be given to 

providing a levy cap exception to account for the impact of tax 

appeals on local operations; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be 

forwarded to New Jersey Governor Christopher Christie, to Senate 
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President Stephen Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver, New 

Jersey’s State Senators, District 38 Representatives and to the 

New Jersey League of Municipalities.  

 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 

Specifications and Advertise for Bids for an Asphalt Milling 

Contract (Two to Five Years) 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 

directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  

 

     . Milling Service Contract (2-5 Years) 

    

 

 

CA-9 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s, South Hackensack, New  

Jersey, Engineering Proposal to Perform Design Services for 

Improvements to the 12th Pump Station – Fee Not to Exceed  

$6,000.00  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed engineer to provide  engineering services 

related to the installation of an electric grinder and back-up 

generator at the 12
th
 Street  Pump Station in the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 

professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated February 28, 2011, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide engineering services related 

to  the installation of an electric grinder and back-up generator 

at the 12
th
 Street Pump Station in the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 
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 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 

to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that sufficient funds are available to award this contract for 

professional engineering services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of  

engineering services related to the installation of an electric 

grinder and back-up generator at the 12
th
 Street Pump Station is 

in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

engineering services related to the installation of an electric 

grinder and back-up generator at the 12
th
 Street Pump Station in 

the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated February 28, 

2011, attached hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms and 

provisions of the agreement by and between Boswell and the Borough 

for consulting engineering services, at a cost not-to-exceed 

$6,000.00 on the basis of time and materials. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-10 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s, South Hackensack, New  

Jersey, Engineering Proposal for Construction Engineering  

and Inspection Services for Improvements to the Palisade Terrace 

Pump Station – Fee Not to Exceed $10,000.00  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed engineer to provide construction 

engineering and inspection services related to  the rehabilitation 

to the Palisade Terrace Pump Station in the Borough; and 
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 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 

professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated February 11, 2011, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional construction 

engineering and inspection services related to the rehabilitation 

to the Palisade Terrace Pump Station in the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 

to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that sufficient funds are available to award this contract for 

professional engineering services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 

professional construction engineering and inspection services 

related to the rehabilitation to the Palisade Terrace Pump Station 

in the Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

professional construction engineering and inspection services 

related to the rehabilitation to the Palisade Terrace Pump Station 

in the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated February 

11, 2011, attached hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms 

and provisions of the agreement by and between Boswell and the 

Borough for consulting engineering services, at a cost not-to-

exceed $10,000.00 on the basis of time and materials. 
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 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That this resolution shall be available for public 

inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-

1 et seq. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-11 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s, South Hackensack, New  

Jersey, Engineering Proposal for the Design Phase for Roadway 

Improvements to Linwood Avenue – Fee Not Exceed $12,500.00  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  

  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been 

approved to receive a State Aid Grant in the amount of $150,000 

for the construction of improvements to Linwood Avenue in the 

Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed engineer to provide  engineering services 

related to the design of improvements to Linwood Avenue in the 

Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 

professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 

dated February 8, 2011, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide  engineering services 

related to provide  engineering services related to the design of 

improvements to Linwood Avenue in the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 

awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 

Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 

to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 

available for this purpose; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that sufficient funds are available to award this contract for 

professional engineering services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of  

engineering services related to the design of improvements to 

Linwood Avenue in the Borough is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 

engineering services related to the design of improvements to 

Linwood Avenue in the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, 

dated February 8, 2011, attached hereto and made a part hereof, 

and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and between 

Boswell and the Borough for consulting engineering services, at a 

cost not-to-exceed $12,500.00 on the basis of time and materials. 

 

 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 

pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 

to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 

within the budget established for the services.  If the services 

are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 

cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 

 

 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 4. That a notice of the resolution must be available for 

public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-12 - Awarding Bid to K&D Contractors, LLC, Kenilworth, New  

Jersey, for a Pre-Action and FM-200 Fire Suppression System for 

the Police Department’s Computer and Communication Areas - 

$86,600.00  

 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

   OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF 

   A PRE-ACTION FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEM 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to purchase a pre-action fire suppression system; and 
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 WHEREAS, on February 7, 2011, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of a pre-

action fire suppression system; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on January 24, 2011 the Borough received a single 

bid from the following bidder: 

 

  K&D Contractors, Inc.  $86,600.00 

 

 WHEREAS, after a review of the bid submitted by K&D 

Contractors, Inc. (“K&D”), the Borough determined that K&D is in 

compliance with the requirements of the bid specifications and 

constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 

purchase of a pre-action fire suppression system; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available to award 

contracts for the purchase of a pre-action fire suppression 

system; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of a 

contract to K&D for the purchase of a pre-action fire suppression 

system by the Fort Lee Fire Prevention Bureau in order to provide 

fire safety education to its citizens is necessary for the 

Borough’s efficient operations,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey, that a contract be and is hereby awarded to K&D 

Contractors, Inc., 351 Monroe Avenue, Kenilworth, New Jersey, in 

the amount of $86,600.00 for the purchase of a pre-action fire 

suppression system, including the base bid and alternates A1 and 

B1, as contained in its bid consistent with the requirements of 

the Bid Specifications, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby is 

authorized to execute a contract with K&D Contractors, Inc., 

consistent with the requirements of the Bid Specifications, and 

pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-1 et seq., for the purchase of a pre-action fire 

suppression system; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 

immediately; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 

available for public inspection.   

 

 

CA-13 - Awarding Bid to Rapid Pump and Meter Service, Inc., 

Paterson, New Jersey, for Palisade Terrace Pump Station 

Improvements - $134,390.00  

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION OF  

IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PALISADE TERRACE PUMP STATION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) have determined that improvements to the Palisade 

Terrace Pump Station are necessary for its efficient operation and 

the provision of sewerage services to the citizens of the Borough; 

and 
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 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 

Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 

solicited bids for the provision of improvements to the Palisade 

Terrace Pump Station; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on February 9, 2011, bids were received from the 

following companies in response to the Borough’s bid 

specifications and public solicitation: 

 

 T.R. Weniger, Inc. 

 Green Brook, New Jersey    $ 96,275.00 

 

 Rapid Pump and Meter Service Co. 

 Paterson, New Jersey    $134,390.00 

 

 Allied Construction Group, Inc. 

 East Brunswick, New Jersey   $144,400.00 

 

 B.R. Welding, Inc. 

 Howell, New Jersey     $174,172.00 

 

 Jogi Construction, Inc. 

 Edison, New Jersey     $177,000.00 

 

 T.M. Brennan Contractors, Inc. 

 Hamburg, New Jersey     $194,000.00 

 

 Coppola Services, Inc. 

 Ringwood, New Jersey    $214,500.00  

 

; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s review of the bid from the ostensible 

low bidder, T.R. Weniger, Inc., revealed that, it failed to 

demonstrate sufficient experience to perform the work by failing 

to provide evidence of the minimum number of similar jobs it had 

performed, contrary to the requirements of the Bid Specifications; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the failure to submit the minimum evidence of 

experience as required in the Bid Specifications warrants a 

rejection of the bid as non-complying and non-responsive under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 

by the ostensible second low bidder, Rapid Pump and Meter Service 

Co. (“Rapid”) is in compliance with the requirements of the bid 

specifications and that Rapid constitutes the lowest responsible 

and complying bidder for the provision of improvements to the 

Palisade Terrace Pump Station; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has reviewed 

the Borough’s available funds and has determined that sufficient 

funds are available to award a contract for the provision of 

improvements to the Palisade Terrace Pump Station; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for the continued efficient operations of 

the Palisade Terrace Pump Station in providing vital municipal 

services and the citizens of the Borough,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that Rapid Pump and Meter Service Co., 285 

Straight Street, Paterson, New Jersey 07509, is hereby determined 

to be the lowest responsible and complying bidder and is awarded 

the contract for the provision of improvements to the Palisade 
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Terrace Pump Station in the amount of $134,390.00 in accordance 

with the applicable bid documents and specifications; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 

authorized to execute a contract with Rapid for the provision of 

improvements to the Palisade Terrace Pump Station; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for the provision of 

improvements to the Palisade Terrace Pump Station; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the remaining 

bidders be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 

and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 

contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  

 

 

CA-14 - Awarding Bid to New Jersey Fire Equipment Company, Green  

Brook, New Jersey, for Self Contained Breathing Apparatus for the 

Fire Department - $167,500.00 

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

       OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF  

       SCBA CYLINDERS FOR USE BY THE FORT LEE FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) to purchase SCBA cylinders for use with breathing 

apparatus by the Fort Lee Fire Department in performing vital 

municipal services for the protection of its citizens; and 

 

WHEREAS, on January 3, 2011, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 

et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of SCBA 

cylinders; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on January 19, 2011, a single bid package was 

received from Action Fire Apparatus Company, Inc., d/b/a New 

Jersey Fire Equipment Company (“NJ Fire”) in response to the 

Borough’s public solicitation for bids for the purchase of SCBA 

cylinders for use with breathing apparatus by the Fort Lee Fire 

Department; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough determined that the bid submitted by NJ 

Fire is in compliance with the requirements of the bid 

specifications and that NJ Fire constitutes the lowest responsible 

and complying bidder for a the purchase of SCBA cylinders for use 

with breathing apparatus by the Fort Lee Fire Department; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has 

reviewed its available funds and has determined that sufficient 

funds are available at this time for the purchase of SCBA 

cylinders for use with breathing apparatus by the Fort Lee Fire 

Department; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of a 

contract for the purchase of SCBA cylinders for use with breathing 

apparatus by the Fort Lee Fire Department is necessary for its 

efficient operations,  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Action Fire Apparatus Company, Inc., d/b/a New 

Jersey Fire Equipment Company, 923 North Washington Avenue, Green 

Brook, New Jersey 08812 is awarded a contract for the purchase of 

SCBA cylinders for use with breathing apparatus by the Fort Lee 

Fire Department in accordance with its bid in the amount of 

$731.00 for each of the Two Hundred (200) Scott ST7 804721-11 

(nominal 30 minute) cylinders and $1,065.00 for each of the Twenty 

(20) Scott ST7 804723-11 (nominal 60 minute) cylinders. 

  

 Cost $146,200.00 for the Scott ST7 804721-11 

 Cost  $21,300.00 for the Scott ST7 804723-11  

 

 Total Cost for all Scott Cylinders - $167,500.00 

  

 2. That the Mayor is authorized to execute a contract with 

NJ Fire Equipment Company in accordance with its bid for the SCBA 

cylinders. 

 

 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for the purchase of SCBA cylinders for use 

with breathing apparatus by the Fort Lee Fire Department.  

 

 4. That the bid and contract shall be available for public 

inspection in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

 

 

CA-15 - Awarding Bid to Bay Head Investments, Inc., Berlin, New  

Jersey, for the Purchase of a 2011 Ambulance - $269,744.00  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF 

  A 2011 AMBULANCE  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of a 2011 

ambulance for use by Fort Lee Ambulance Corps personnel in 

performing vital municipal services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on January 19, 2011, pursuant to and in accordance 

with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 

the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of a 2011 ambulance; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, on February 2, 2012, a single bid was received in 

response to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following 

bidder:  

 

 Bay Head Investments, Inc.      $269,744.00 

 

; and   

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 

by Bay Head Investments, Inc. is in compliance with the 

requirements of the bid specifications and that Bay Head 

Investments, Inc. constitutes the lowest responsible and complying 

bidder for the purchase of a 2011 ambulance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 

has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 

contract for the purchase of a 2011 ambulance; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 

contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that Bay Head Investments, Inc., 43 

Jefferson Avenue, Berlin, New Jersey, 08009 is the lowest 

responsible and compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for 

the purchase of a 2011 ambulance in accordance with the applicable 

bid documents and specifications for the amount of $269,744.00; 

and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 

authorized to execute a contract with Bay Head Investments, Inc. 

for the purchase of a 2011 ambulance; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and the 

Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available for 

the purchase of the 2011 ambulance; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 

contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

 

 

CA-16 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Global  

Pharmaceutical Benefits, LLC, Newark, New Jersey, to Provide  

Pharmacy Benefit Management Services to the Borough - $69.68 Per 

Participant Per Year (Administration Fee)   

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING A CHANGE IN THE PROVIDER FOR 

  PRESCRIPTION DRUG INSURANCE SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) awarded a contract to Brown & Brown Metro, Inc. 

(“Brown”) for the performance of health benefit insurance 

consulting services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough currently provides prescription drug 

benefits for employees and retirees; and 

 

WHEREAS, in its role as the Borough’s health insurance 

broker, Brown has solicited competitive proposals from the 

insurance marketplace for fully-insured and self-insured 

prescription drug programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the procurement of insurance, including the 

purchase of insurance coverage and consultant services, may be 

awarded without public bidding pursuant to and in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(m); and  

 

WHEREAS, Global Rx has submitted a self-funded proposal 

indicating it will provide third party administration pharmacy 

benefit management services for a period of one year with an 

annual administration fee of $69.68 per participant per year 

($1.34 per participant per week) with no set-up fee; and  

 

WHEREAS, Global Rx has guaranteed that they will return 100% 

of all rebates and avoid drug promotion; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the contract with Global Rx to provide pharmacy 

benefit management services was pursuant to a non-fair and open 

process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit 

Pay-To-Play Law; and  
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, Global Rx is required to complete and submit prior to the 

award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure Form in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure 

Certification, and a Business Entity Disclosure Certification, 

certifying that it has not made any reportable contributions to a 

political or candidate committee in the prior year, and that the 

contract will prohibit it from making any reportable contributions 

through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 

by Global Rx and shall be placed and maintained on file at the 

office of the Borough Clerk;  

 

WHEREAS, Global Rx has committed to improve prescription drug 

coverage from the coverage furnished by the Borough’s current 

provider to the benefit of the Borough’s active employees, retired 

employees, and eligible dependents of active/retired employees; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that a change in pharmacy 

benefit managers to Global Rx is in the best interest of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, and State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Global Rx shall be and is hereby appointed, 

pursuant to a “non-fair and open” process, to perform third party 

administration pharmacy benefit management services, in accordance 

with its proposal submitted to Brown, expressly subject to and 

contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and 

substance satisfactory to the Borough. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract, and such other documents as may be necessary, 

between the Borough and Global Rx, memorializing the scope of work 

and such other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-17 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Rx Reins, Inc. 

FBO Pan American Life Insurance Company, Palm Springs,     

California, to Provide Aggregate Stop Loss Insurance to    

Supplement the Borough’s Prescription Drug Coverage – $15,749.25 

   

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  

  FORT LEE AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF ADDITIONAL INSURANCE  

   COVERAGE TO SUPPLEMENT PRESCRIPTION DRUG INSURANCE 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) awarded a contract to Brown & Brown Metro, Inc. 

(“Brown”) for the performance of health benefit insurance 

consulting services; and  
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 WHEREAS, the Borough currently provides prescription drug 

benefits for employees and retirees; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has awarded a contract to Global Rx for 

the provision of third party administration pharmacy benefit 

management services; and 

 

WHEREAS, in its role as the Borough’s health insurance 

broker, Brown has recommended that the Borough purchase aggregate 

stop loss to supplement the pharmacy benefit insurance to be 

provided by Global Rx; and 

 

WHEREAS, Brown has solicited competitive proposals from the 

insurance marketplace for aggregate stop loss insurance and Pan 

American Life has submitted the most competitive overall proposal;  

 

WHEREAS, the procurement of insurance, including the 

purchase of insurance coverage and consultant services, may be 

awarded without public bidding pursuant to and in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(m); and  

 

WHEREAS, Pan American Life has submitted a proposal 

indicating it will provide aggregate stop loss coverage for a 

period of one year at a cost of $15,749.25; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the contract with Pan American Life to provide 

pharmacy benefit management services was pursuant to a non-fair 

and open process in accordance with the provisions of New Jersey 

Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, Pan American Life is required to complete and submit prior to 

the award of a contract a Political Contribution Disclosure Form 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure 

Certification, and a Business Entity Disclosure Certification, 

certifying that it has not made any reportable contributions to a 

political or candidate committee in the prior year, and that the 

contract will prohibit it from making any reportable contributions 

through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 

by Pan American Life and shall be placed and maintained on file at 

the office of the Borough Clerk;  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of a 

contract to Pan American Life for aggregate stop loss coverage is 

in the best interest of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, and State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That Pan American Life shall be and is hereby appointed, 

pursuant to a “non-fair and open” process, to provide aggregate 

stop loss coverage, in accordance with its proposal submitted to 

Brown, expressly subject to and contingent upon the execution of 

an agreement in form and substance satisfactory to the Borough. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute a contract, and such other documents as may be necessary, 

between the Borough and Pan American Life, memorializing the scope 

of work and such other terms and conditions as may be necessary. 
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 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-18 - Authorizing Amendment to the Current Fort Lee Ambulance 

Corps Stipend Guidelines Which Will Allow for Out-of-Town 

Residents to Qualify Without a Waiting Period 

 

  A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CURRENT AMBULANCE CORPS STIPEND 

       GUIDELINES  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

previously instituted a Stipend Program for members of the Borough 

Ambulance Corps (“Stipend Program”) to encourage active 

recruitment, retention and participation by members of the 

Ambulance Corps; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the terms, conditions and governing rules applicable 

to the Stipend Program shall be established by a resolution 

adopted by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee and 

may be amended, in their sole discretion, by subsequent 

resolutions of the Mayor and Council; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough hereby amend 

the Stipend Program as follows: 

 

1. Eliminate entirely the limitation that currently exists 

for out of town residents who would qualify for the 

stipend.  

 

2. Eliminate the one-year waiting period that currently 

exists for out of town members. The out of town members 

that join would begin to qualify for a stipend 

immediately when the begin taking shifts with the Corps. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

1. The above amendments applicable to the Fort Lee 

Ambulance Corps Stipend Program are hereby approved by 

the Governing Body. 

 

2. Any term, condition or governing rule applicable to the 
Fort Lee Ambulance Corps Stipend Program or part thereof 

inconsistent with this Resolution is repealed to the 

extent of such inconsistency. 

 

Judith Fisher, 2400 Hudson Terrace, questioned CA-19 and  

additionally asked why the Police Department’s website is not 

included within the Borough’s website. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich responded to the inquiry; specifically by 

detailing that the cost associated with the Police Department’s 

website is being paid through confiscated funds which funds can 

only be spent by statute for certain items.  

 

 Martha Cohen spoke off the agenda regarding the Finance 

Academy being paid with confiscated funds. 
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 Matthew Shapiro, 500 Linwood Drive, thanked the Mayor and 

Council for passing CA-6 and spoke to the potential benefits of 

HR676 if the bill is passed nationally. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich responded to Mr. Shapiro’s comments. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-19) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – expressed his and the Borough’s condolences to 

the family of the Borough of Edgewater Mayor, Nancy Merse, who 

died today.  The Merse family has been an integral part of 

Edgewater for many decades. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich - requested a moment of silence in the memory of 

Mayor Nancy Merse. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – also offered his condolences to the family of 

Mayor Merse. 

 

 He also offered his condolences to the family of former Fort 

Lee Mayor and former Bergen County Freeholder, Henry Hoebel, whose 

wife, Lorraine, passed away this week. 

 

 He announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission and the Fort 

Lee Historic Committee received a $2,000 Bergen County Special 

Projects History Grant for a walking tour map of the historic film 

locations of the Borough. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – offered his condolences to the family of 

Edith Tunick, who recently passed away.  Ms. Tunick was a long 

time member of the Rent Leveling Board. 

 

 He stated that the Fort Lee Film Commission will join the 

Garden State Film Festival in Asbury Park on April 2
nd
 at 3:00 

p.m. to lead the first symposium in New Jersey history on the 

first woman director in cinema history, Alice Guy Blache.  The 

film festival begins on March 30
th
 and runs through April 30

th
.  

The commission will also screen Ms. Blache’s 1913 film “The House 

Divided” shot in the Solax Studio in Fort Lee.  For further 

information call 201-693-2763 or visit the web at www.gsff.org. 

 

 He stated that a sub-committee of the finance committee did 

an analysis of the Borough’s pharmaceutical costs.  Based on a 

review the annual premiums were $1,800,000 and the actual cost on 

the spending of drugs was $1,400,000 which gave the Borough a 

profit of $400,000 to work with.  Messrs. Pohan and Iannaconi, 

along with Ms. Thomas and Mr. Goldberg had meetings with the 

Borough’s Risk Manager and came up with a program of self-funding 

which will give the Borough up to $1,800,000 on drug spending.  In 

addition a stop-loss insurance plan of anything over $1,800,000 is 

being done which will cover the Borough if it goes over the 

$1,800,000.  The stop-loss program cost is approximately $15,000. 

This program will have no effect on this year’s budget, but any 

savings realized will go into surplus for next year’s budget. 

 

 

http://www.gsff.org/
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Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the library will be holding 

the Mary Meehan concert series will be held on each of the first 

Sundays in April, May and June.  

 

 On behalf of the Health Department she announced that March 

is colon-rectal cancer month.  She added that anyone over the age 

of fifty should have a colonoscopy.  She noted that colon cancer 

is the second leading cause of death. 

  

 

Councilman Cervieri – also expressed his condolences on the 

passing of Nancy Merse.  The Borough of Fort Lee has always had a 

very good relationship with the Borough of Edgewater.  She was an 

educator by professional and a really nice person.  She will be 

sorely missed. 

 

 He offered his congratulations to the Fort Lee Historical 

Society and the Fort Lee Film Commission for putting on a program 

eight days ago at the Fort Lee Historic Park auditorium.  The 

program spoke about the history of the Rivera, which was built on 

the Palisades in the Borough and what the Rivera meant to Fort 

Lee. The event wasn’t widely advertised; however, it was well-

attended. 

 

 He wished everyone a happy St. Patrick’s Day. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – extended his congratulations to the incoming 

President and Board of the Korean-American Association.  

 

 He stated that his wife, Denise, was born and raised in 

Edgewater and knew Mayor Merse and her family very well.  Nancy 

was a lifelong resident of the Borough of Edgewater who had at the 

end of her life the privilege of serving the community that she 

was raised in.  He considered her a friend.  She always did what 

she thought was right and what was best for her community.  He 

offered his condolences to the Merse family. 

 

 He mentioned that there was a blackout at the southern end of 

the town yesterday, which was the result of a blown out 

transformer in Ridgefield.  Within minutes he was notified by 

Nixle to the cause of the event and when power was expected to be 

restored.  He stated that he’s a little disappointed that not as 

many people as anticipated signed up for this citizen notification 

program.  He urged people to go to the Borough’s website at 

www.fortleenj.org and sign up for Nixle.  It’s a quick and easy 

process to register and to instantly find out about events and 

occurrences going on throughout the Borough. 

 

  

Mr. Grant – read the following memo on behalf of the United 

Homeowners.  School Board candidate’s night is Tuesday, April 5
th
 

at 7:30 p.m. at the Louis F. Cole Middle School Cafeteria.  There 

are six candidates running for three seats on the school board 

which terms of office are for three-years.  Refreshments will be 

served. 

 

 Mr. Grant also announced that the School Board Election will 

be held on Wednesday, April 27
th
.  The hours of voting commence at 

2:00 p.m. and continue until 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

http://www.fortleenj.org/
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 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Speaker   Subject      Response 

 

George Porto        .Budget Comparisons of         Mayor Sokolich     

450 Central Blvd.     Municipalities Through  

                      TownStats.org and/or Melissadata.com 

 

 

Matt Shapiro        .Requested Copies of CA-6      Mr. Grant 

500 Linwood Drive     Pertaining to HR676 Be 

                      Sent to Him and Certain 

                      Legislators 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 

adjourned, and carried at 9:20 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                            Thursday, February 10, 2011 @7:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

                    Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 

                    Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

3.  On January 21, 2011, a copy of said change in schedule 

meeting time was posted at 309 Main Street and a copy of said 

schedule change was also mailed to all persons listed in #2 above. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich, on behalf of the entire governing body and 

all of the Borough of Fort Lee residents, offered his best wishes 

for a speedy recovery to the Borough of Paramus female police 

officer who was shot while on duty.  The Borough’s prayers are 

with her and her family. 

 

 He asked Chief Ripoli to come forward to begin the ceremonial 

Oaths of Office and Badge Ceremony.  Once this is concluded, the 

Borough’s immediate business as listed on tonight’s agenda will 

commence. 

 

 Chief Ripoli stated that within the last several months 

retired Detective Louis Yocovelli age 55, and retired Captain 

Thomas Pierson age 70, passed away.  He asked that everyone keep 

them and their families in their thoughts and prayers.  He also 

asked that everyone keep the Paramus police officer in their 

thoughts as she recovers from gunshot wounds.  He also asked 

everyone to remember the men and women in the Armed Forces who are 

representing the United States throughout the World. 

 

 He added that this time last year he would have never guessed 

that twenty officers would retire within a year which resulted in 

a loss of 500 years of experience.  Of these twenty positions, 

eleven were supervisors including a Deputy Chief, three Captains, 

three Lieutenants and four Sergeants.  
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 He added that every police officer understands the dangers of 

the job when they take their Oath of Office.  With all the 

problems in the State and with a lot of blame being put on police 

officers, he asked that they be treated with a little more respect 

and be treated as the professionals that they are and not the 

criminals they arrest.  Many times in life the popular thing is 

not always the right thing, tonight the Mayor and Council are 

doing the right thing.  The Mayor and Council demand that their 

Police Department perform at a high standard and realized some 

structure had to be restored within the supervisory positions.  By 

approving the promotions they are showing respect to the residents 

of the Borough, the officers and their families, the Chief’s 

office and every officer who has worn a Fort Lee Police Department 

uniform.  On behalf of himself and the officers, he thanked the 

Mayor and Council for making the promotions.  He also thanked all 

the officers within the department, who calmly continue to do an 

excellent job during these difficult times.  In addition he 

thanked all the Police Department secretaries whose work does not 

go unnoticed by him and the department.  He closed by 

congratulating all the officers and their families who are being 

promoted tonight.  He said that no matter what happens in Trenton 

regarding State proposals, his main concern and his officers 

concerns are the safety and welfare of the Borough residents and 

the visiting public. He considers the Fort Lee Police Department 

the best in the State of New Jersey and with the promotions being 

made tonight the Police Department will be even better. 

  

Chief Ripoli presented gold detective shields to Police 

Officers Shawn Hunt and Thomas Porto, who are both hard working 

and well liked police officers. 

 

 

POLICE PROMOTIONS/OATHS OF OFFICE/BADGE CEREMONY 

 

Chief Ripoli read a short biography on each of the officers 

being promoted before they took their Oath of Office. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich administered the Oaths of Office to the 

following promoted officers.  The original Oaths of Office were 

done in the respective ranking groups at the January 20, 2011 

regular meeting and are on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk 

as required by law. 

 

Police Sergeants 

 

Matthew J. Hintze - His wife, Fort Lee Police Officer Deborah 

Siracuse and their child, Ava, held the Bible. Deborah pinned on 

his badge. 

 

Steve No – His daughter, Eva, held the Bible.  His father, 

Jerome, pinned on his badge.  His wife, Eva, was also present at 

the podium. 

 

Ricky J. Mirkovic – His parents Zelkjo and Korina, held the 

Bible.  His brother, Dean, pinned on his badge. 

 

Greg M. Boylan – His son, Anthony, held the Bible.  His wife, 

Sharon, pinned on his badge.  His three other children, Olvia, 

Emily and Shaun were also present at the podium. 

 

Thomas M. Provenzano – His daughter, Kate, held the Bible.  

His son, TJ, pinned on his badge.  His wife, Toni Ann, was also 

present at the podium. 
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Police Lieutenants 

 

 Patrick B. Kissane – His mother, Margaret, held the Bible.  

His daughter, Michele, pinned on his badge. 

 

 Daniel R. Zusi – His daughters, Mackenzie and Isabella held 

the Bible.  His wife, Jennifer, pinned on his badge. 

 

 Scott T. Bendul – His wife, Christine and their children 

Erin, Michael and Daniel held the Bible.  His brothers, Fort Lee 

Police Captain Keith Bendul and Bergen County Prosecutor Detective 

Mark Bendul, pinned on his badge.  In the audience were his 

parents Pat and Tom. 

 

Police Captains 

 

     Stephen M. Gallagher – His children, Sean, Jennifer and 

Leslie held the Bible.  His wife, Elaine, pinned on his badge. 

 

 Keith M. Bendul – His wife, Kathleen, along with their 

daughters, Kimberly and Kayla held the Bible.  His brothers, Fort 

Lee Police Lieutenant Scott Bendul and Bergen County Prosecutor 

Detective Mark Bendul, pinned on his badge.  In the audience were 

his parents Pat and Tom. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the meeting was recessed for a short break. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the meeting was reconvened. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 6, 

2011 Reorganization Meeting were approved. 

 

    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2011-8 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 

Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 1010 Harvard Place 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2011-8 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF 

THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 10, 

2011. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-9 - Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget  

Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A.40A:4- 

45.14) 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2011-9 entitled, “CALENDAR YEAR 2011  

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND 

TO ESTABLISH A CAP BAP (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14),” was introduced and 
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passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 

March 10, 2011. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 
INTRODUCTION OF 2011 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

 

 On questioning by Mayor Sokolich, Mr. Wielkotz stated that on 

the appropriation side, the Borough budget is up from by 1.52% 

from 2010.  On the tax side, the increase from 2010 is up by 

0.89%.  On a home that is assessed at the Borough average of 

$465,000 the increase for the entire year would be $37.20.  

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and 

appropriations (available in the office of the Borough Clerk)  

shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2011; and 

 

 Mr. Grant announced that the total amount to be raised by 

taxation is anticipated to be $57,609,951.00.  The total 

anticipated general appropriations for 2011 at introduction is 

$67,681,823.15. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said budget be published in The 

Record in the issue of Monday, February 21, 2011. 

 

 The Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby 

approve the following as the Budget for year 2011 (available in 

the office of the Borough Clerk): 

 

 The introduced budget was approved on the following roll 

call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was 

approved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

County of Bergen, on February 10, 2011.  A hearing on the Budget 

and Tax Resolution will be held at Borough Hall, on Thursday, 

March 10, 2011 at 8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to 

said Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2011 may be presented 

by taxpayers or other interested persons. 

 

  

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Ordinance #2011-1 - Amending and Supplementing Chapter 388, 

Sections 14 and 69 of the Code of the Borough of Fort Lee by 

Deleting Handicapped Spaces at 1227 Inwood Terrace and 1625 Ponsi 

Street 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 

388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 

ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
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 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

  

Ordinance #2011-2 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2009-2 Establishing  

Salaries for Certain Non-Union Employees – Borough Prosecutor and   

Public Defender 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2009-2 

ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN NON-

UNION EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-3 - Amending Chapter 193, Uniform Construction 

Code, Section 2, Fees 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-3 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 193, UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION 

CODES, SECTION 2, FEES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked for an explanation of 

the ordinance. 

 

 Ms. Thomas stated that the ordinance mainly addresses 

commercial property permit fees. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich added that this has nothing to do with 

homeowner permit fees.  The change will bring the Borough’s 

commercial property permit fees in parity with adjacent 

municipalities. 

 

 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-4 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2006-50 for the 

Chief of Police 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 

#2011-4- entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2006-

50 PROVIDING SALARY FOR THE CHIEF OF POLICE IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT 

LEE.” 
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 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-5 - Amending Chapter 90-2 Police Department   

Formation and Rank    

 

On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Ordinance was amended as follows: 

  

 In the event that position of Chief of Police is vacated as a 

result of death, illness, incapacity or any other reason, the 

Deputy Chief shall temporarily assume the position of Acting Chief 

of Police. In the event there is more than one Deputy Chief, the 

Chief shall be designated by the Mayor and Council shall be 

amended to reflect  

 

Mr. Cohen deemed the following amendment for Chapter 90 

Section 1B. to be minor by nature. 

 

 In the event that position of Chief of Police is vacated as a  

result of death, illness, incapacity or any other reason, a Police 

Captain shall temporarily assume the position of Acting Chief of 

Police. In the event there is more than one Captain, the Chief 

shall be designated by the Mayor and Council. 

 

 The minor amendment was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, 

            Cervieri 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Pohan and carried, the public hearing as amended was opened 

relative to Ord. #2011-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 

90-2, POLICE DEPARTMENT, FORMATION AND RANK OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 

  

Ordinance #2011-6 - Amending Chapter 64-2 Historic Site, et al.  

Committee; Members Terms to Include a Non-Voting High School 

Junior Student  

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Cervieri, the Ordinance was amended as follows: 

 

 Mr. Cohen deemed the following amendment to be minor by  

nature. 

 

 64-2 Members; compensation reads “a rising Junior in a high 

school in Fort Lee” shall be changed to “any high school student  
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in Fort Lee” 

 

 The minor amendment was approved on the following roll call: 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti and carried, the public hearing as amended was opened 

relative to Ord. #2011-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND 

SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 64 “HISTORIC SITE, STRUCTURE, CULTUTAL AND 

LANDMARK COMMITTEE SECTION 64-2 MEMBERS; COMPENSATION OF THE CODE 

OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 

 

 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the Ordinance as amended was adopted unanimously.  

 

 

Ordinance #2011-7 - Amending Chapter 410-49 Zoning, Section (E)  

Sign/Façade Review Committee to Include Staggered Terms of 

Appointment  

 

Mr. Grant stated that the Planning Board has not had a chance 

to review the ordinance at this point in time as their February 

7
th
 scheduled meeting was postponed. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and Carried unanimously, the public hearing relative to 

Ord. #2011-7 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

CHAPTER 410 ZONING SECTION 410-49 GENERAL REGULATIONS OF THE CODE 

OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE” was postponed until March 10, 2011 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-9. 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                  $6,308,974.35 

Capital                                          104,356.87 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                               n/a 

Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,537.50 

Trip Admissions                                       35.00 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                        125,838.52 

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
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Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                             200.00 

Redemption Account                                      n/a 

School Resource Account                              119.52 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                   16,302.50 

Police Justice                                          n/a 

Flexible Spending                                  3,689.02    

 

Total:                                        $6,561,053.28 

 

 

CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Applications for Alex  

Rosario and Daniel Starr for Fire Company #3  

 

 The auxiliary firefighter applications for Alex Rosario and 

Daniel Starr for Fire Company #3 were approved. 

 

 

CA-3 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Philip Triantafillou,  

Senior Pump Station Attendant for the DPW – Effective April 1st 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the retirement notice dated January 18, 

2011 submitted by Phil Triantafillou of the Public Works 

Department, is hereby accepted; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that Mr. Triantafillou’s effective date of 

retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be effective April 1, 

2011. 

 

 

CA-4 - Accepting Resignation Notice from Paul Kim, Building and  

Grounds – Retroactive to February 2nd 

 

WHEREAS, a resignation notice, dated February 2, 2011 was 

received by Paul S. Kim, of the Buildings and Grounds Department; 

and   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the resignation notice is hereby 

accepted, with an effective date retroactive to February 2, 2011. 

 

 

CA-5 - Endorsing Amended Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund  

Application for Improvements to Inwood Terrace Park – $80,000.00  

 

BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND 

       MUNICIPAL PARK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

  

WHEREAS, an amended Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund 

application in the amount of $80,000.00 has been proposed by the 

Borough of Fort Lee for open space improvements to Inwood Terrace 

Park in the municipality of Fort Lee; and 

 

   WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, such 

funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by 

the Governing Body; and 
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 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 

people of Fort Lee, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 

Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body is committed 

to providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Division of Community 

Development so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited. 

 

 

CA-6 - Approving Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society 

Festival – August 3rd - August 7, 2011 at Martha Washington Way 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that consent is granted to the Saint Rocco Italian 

American Mutual Aid Society to conduct their annual feast on 

August 3
rd
 4

th
 5

th
, 6

th
, and 7, 2011 on Martha Washington Way; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee shall be 

held harmless from any and all claims which might arise out of the 

St. Rocco festival; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that for any fireworks that St. 

Rocco’s wishes to setoff, a permit must be issued by the Fort Lee 

Fire Prevention Bureau, and that a certificate of insurance naming 

the Borough of Fort Lee as additionally insured be obtained. 

 

 

CA-7 - Authorizing Assignment of a Tax Sale Certificate for  

Property Located at 492 Main Street, Block 5053, Lot 1, From the 

Borough of Fort Lee to Jack & Misak Torosian 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee held a tax sale on December 

2, 1992 on property located at 2154 Edwin Avenue for delinquent 

taxes, Block 5053, Lot 1, (Old Block #5003, Lot 1) for Tax Sale 

Certificate #1992-35 which is being assigned to Jack & Misak 

Torosian, 492 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey in the amount of 

$9,813,41; and 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee does hereby endorse the tax sale certificate currently held by 

the Borough of Fort Lee to Jack & Misak Torosian at 492 Main 

Street. 

 

 

CA-8 - Authorizing Interlocal Agreement with the Borough of  

Palisades Park for Their Use of the Borough of Fort Lee’s Sanitary 

Sewer (Stillwell Avenue Pump Station) on Tenth Street – Their Cost 

Based Upon the Fixed Reimbursement Methodology of the NJDEP 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  

FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERLOCAL  

AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF PALISADES PARK FOR AN  

INTERCONNECTION OF A SPECIFIC PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN  

THE BOROUGH OF PALISADES PARK WITH THE FORT LEE SANITARY 

SEWER SYSTEM  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, 

established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough of Palisades Park is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, 

established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough and Palisades Park both operate and 

maintain sanitary sewer systems within their municipal boundaries 

for the health, safety and welfare of their respective citizens; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Boulevard East Assoc. LTD (“Boulevard East”) 

maintains a business address at 516-540 Bergen Boulevard in 

Palisades Park and has recently received all necessary approvals 

from the Planning Board of Palisades Park to construct a sixteen 

unit residential development at 555B Tenth Street in Palisades 

Park (“Property”); and  

 

 WHEREAS, the topography of the Property requires the 

installation of an ejector pump station in order to connect into 

the Palisades Park sewer system and the exorbitant cost of such an 

installation would impose a substantial burden on Boulevard East 

to develop the Property;  

 

WHEREAS, Palisades Park has requested that the Borough 

accept the connection of the Property into the Borough’s sanitary 

sewer system, subject to reimbursement by Palisades Park to offset 

the costs associated with the additional flow introduced into the 

Borough’s sanitary sewer system for processing at the Bergen 

County Utilities Authority (“BCUA”) sewerage treatment plant; and 

 

WHEREAS, in lieu of installing a meter at the Property, 

engineers on behalf of Palisades Park have calculated the 

additional cost from the Property utilizing the number of dwelling 

units and the expected flow in accordance with regulations of the 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and, based upon 

the 2010 user rate of the BCUA, estimated that the additional cost 

from the Property would approximate $2,413 annually; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s engineer has review the details of 

the interconnection and the estimated costs for sewerage treatment 

services for sanitary sewage generated from the Property and 

determined that the interconnection will have a de minimus impact 

on the Borough’s sewer line and the Stillwell Avenue Pump Station, 

and that the fixed rate reimbursement methodology, which was based 

upon conservative assumptions, is reasonable; and 

 

WHEREAS, Palisades Park has requested that the Borough enter 

into an interlocal agreement whereby the Borough would accept the 

connection of the Property into the Borough’s sanitary sewer 

system and  Palisades Park would reimburse the Borough for the 

costs associated with the additional flow introduced into the 

Borough’s sanitary sewer system; and 

 

WHEREAS, all costs for the interconnection to the Borough’s 

sanitary sewer system will be the sole responsibility of Boulevard 

East; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order to accommodate its neighboring 

municipality, the Borough wishes to enter into an interlocal 

agreement, substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto, 

permitting the connection of the Property into the Borough’s 

sanitary sewer system, subject  to reimbursement by Palisades Park 

for the costs associated with the additional flow introduced into 

the Borough’s sanitary sewer system; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the entry into an interlocal agreement with 

Palisades Park is in accordance with the Municipal Services Act is 
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in the best interests of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That entry into an interlocal agreement with Palisades 

Park, upon terms substantially similar to the agreement attached 

hereto, is pursuant to and in accordance with the Uniform Shared 

Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., and is 

hereby authorized. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement, in substantially the same form as that 

attached hereto, between the Borough and Palisades Park, 

memorializing the terms and conditions for the interconnection of 

the Property with the Borough’s sanitary sewer system. 

 

 3. That upon execution of such interlocal agreement, this 

resolution and the agreement between the parties shall be available 

for public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-9 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  

Program for Roadway Improvements to Whiteman Street, Gerome Avenue  

and Beverly Hills Road - $100,000.00  

 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of 

$100,000.00 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort Lee for 

roadway improvements to Whiteman Street, Gerome Avenue and Beverly 

Hills Road for 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 

Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 

without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 

people of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial 

resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 

expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby confirm endorsement of the 

aforesaid project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 

Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited. 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Cervieri, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-9) was 

approved unanimously. 
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APPOINTMENTS 

 

A-1 – Environmental and Beautification Committee 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Barbara Pastore to serve as a member 

of the Environmental and Beautification Committee for a three-year 

term through December 31, 2013. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Brian Radoian to serve as a member 

of the Environmental and Beautification Committee for an unexpired 

term through December 31, 2011. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – offered his congratulations to Phil 

Triantafillou on his retirement. 

 

 He offered his congratulations to the police officers who 

were promoted tonight.   

 

 He thanked the Borough employees for doing an outstanding job 

during this terrible winter season. 

 

 He reminded residents that the garbage collectors will not 

take computer monitors, printers and keyboards and various 

televisions and fax machines.  These items can be placed in bins 

at the DPW on Jane Street.  A new State law mandates that this 

type of equipment be recycled and not thrown out with the regular 

trash. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – added that the Borough has been cleaning up the 

snow without any outside contractors which has saved the Borough 

considerable money.  Ms. Thomas had recently sent in a FEMA 

application in the amount of $130,000 which the Mayor understands 

approval was received today from the federal government for the 

snowstorms that occurred in late December 2010. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg - stated that the DPW employees even went over 

some streets that Bergen County had cleaned, so as to clean them 

up even further and to make sure fire hydrants could be gotten to 

as well as cleaning up turning lanes on certain county roadways.  

 

 He also offered his congratulations to the police officers 

who were promoted tonight.   

 

  

Councilman Sargenti – also congratulated the police officers and 

their families on the promotions completed earlier this evening. 

 

 He also offered his best wishes and a speedy recovery to the 

Paramus police officer who is recovering from her gunshot wounds. 
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Councilwoman Kasofsky – also offered her congratulations to the 

ten police officers promoted earlier tonight. 

 

  

Councilman Cervieri – on behalf of the Mayor and Council extended 

his condolences to the family of Sonny Tropea whose wife recently 

died. 

 

 He spoke to the passing of long time community leader Richard 

Thompson, who was very involved in many activities in the Borough.  

He was a fifty-eight year resident of the Borough as well as a 

former Board of Education President.  He was a composer of music 

and was also a teaching tennis professional who played in the 

United States National Tennis tournament when it was held in 

Forest Hills.  He will be missed for all of his contributions and 

he will leave Fort Lee a better place then when he arrived.  He 

offered his condolences to his family. 

 

 He also offered his congratulations to the officers and their 

families who were promoted tonight. 

 

 He also thanked all the Borough employers for the wonderful 

job that they do. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – requested a moment of silence in Mr. Thompson’s 

memory.  He also offered his condolences to Mr. Thompson’s  

family. 

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Speaker     Subject       Response 

 

Anna Lypinski     .Praised the Town and Employees   Mayor Sokolich 

400 Park Place      in its Handling of Snow 

                    Removal       

 

Nina Levinson     .Praise of DPW Employees 

1560 West St.     .Praised the Mayor and Council   

                    for the Small Budget Increase 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 

adjourned, and carried at 8:40 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGULAR MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

                             Thursday, January 20, 2011 @7:00 p.m. 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 

Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 

Jersey. 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 

                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  

                    Joseph Iannaconi, for Borough Administrator 

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 1.  On January 6, 2011, this body by resolution adopted a 

schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 

meeting was accurately set forth therein. 

 

 2.  On January 7, 2011, a copy of said schedule was posted at 

309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 

schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 

JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  

Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 

same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2011 to 

cover the cost of providing notice. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that tonight’s meeting consists of 

swearing in all of the officers for the Fire Department for 2011. 

He offered his congratulations to all of the officers being sworn 

in tonight as well as outgoing Chief William Chiappane who did an 

incredible job as Chief in 2010.  On behalf of the Mayor and 

Council he stated that the Borough has one of the best Fire 

Departments in the State of New Jersey.  The government will 

continue to be supportive to the best of its ability to supply the 

needed resources so that the Fire Department can continue to 

provide its fine service to the community. 

  

 

FIRE CHIEFS’ SWEARING IN CEREMONY (OATHS OF OFFICE) 

 

Mayor Sokolich administered the Oaths of Office to the newly 

elected Lieutenants, Captains, Battalion Chief, Deputy Chief and 

Chief for the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department. 

 

2nd Lieutenants: Thomas Piper, Don Sauvageot, Eric Jaikissoon 

and Christophher Richter 

 

 

1st Lieutenants:  Christopher Ipek, Philip Craddock, (Not 

Present at Meeting) Bryan Drumgoole and Steven Piccinich 

 

 

Captains: Bruce Holtje, Gary Krautmann, Lane Goldstein, and 

John Pascale 
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Battalion Chief: Mark Sulcov. His daughter, Lisa, held the 

Bible, and his wife, Sara, pinned on his badge. 

 

 

Deputy Chief: : Keith Sabatino. His daughter, Isabella, held 

the Bible, and his wife, Jodi, pinned on his badge. 

 

  

Chief: Jeffrey Silver.  His wife, Esther and his children, 

Sara and Elizabeth held the Bible. His wife Esther also pinned on 

his badge. 

 

 

CHIEF SILVER’S SPEECH 

 

“The Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department is approaching 125 

years of providing fire protection to the Borough of Fort Lee.  I 

believe that the department must review their operations on a 

regular basis, looking to the future to ensure that the level and 

quality of service continues to improve.  I am proud that our 

members handle all the challenges they face.  They work hard and 

put in many hours so that they are always prepared. 

 

Professional in all their actions – Professional is not just a 

word, it is what our members demonstrate each time they respond to 

a call.  The citizens can not tell the difference between a career 

firefighter and a volunteer firefighter.  The Mayor and Council 

continue to support our volunteer fire department which provides 

protection to the Borough at a much more cost effective rate than a 

career department.  They do not hesitate in providing us with the 

resources we need to do our job. 

 

I would like to thank every member of the department for all 

their hard work.  

 

I would like to congratulate the returning 2011 officers.  I 

would like to congratulate Erick Jaikison on his election to 2nd 

Lieutenant, and to Lane Goldstein on his election and promotion to 

Captain.  

 

I would like to congratulate Deputy Chief Sabatino and 

Battalion Chief Sulcov. I look forward to working with both of you 

toward a progressive, productive and safe year.  

 

I look forward to representing and advocating on behalf of the 

members of the fire department, to the citizens of Fort Lee, and to 

the Mayor and Council. 

 

To my wife Esther, thank you for all your support and to Sarah 

and Elizabeth, for being fantastic children. I would also like to 

thank the rest of my family for being here this evening. 

 

To former Chief William Chiappane, you did a great job last 

year.  Thank you for your leadership and hard work on behalf of the 

department, and most of all, for your continued friendship. 

 

I would like to take a moment to congratulate the members of 

the Fort Lee Police Department that were promoted this evening.  

Some of those officers are still active members of our department 

and some are former members, again congratulations and good luck. 

 

Last and most important, I would like to thank the members of 

the department and especially the members of Fire Company #1 for 

allowing me the opportunity to reach my dream that started in 1971 

of attaining the rank of Fire Chief.  I will work had to live up to 

your expectations and your support.” 
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PRESENTATION 

 

 Mayor Sokolich on the behalf of the Mayor and Council 

presented outgoing Chief William Chiappane with a bugle which is 

representative of his Chief’s position and is a time-honored 

tradition in Fire Departments all over the country.  

 

 

CHIEF CHIAPPANE’S SPEECH 

 

 He thanked the Mayor and Council and Ms. Thomas for all of 

their support in 2010 and specifically for the steel that they 

helped procure from the World Trade Center which is going to be 

used for the Borough’s 9/11 Monument in 2011.  He thanked the 

Police Department, Office of Emergency Management and Ambulance 

Corps for their great working relationship that they have with the 

Fire Department.  He spoke to the new fire truck that was 

purchased in 2010 which will be replacing a 1992 vehicle at Fire 

Company #3.  He mentioned the new personal safety system all fire 

department members are using which will allow Fire Department 

members to get out of a burning structure. He stated that the Fire 

Department responded to 1580 calls in 2010.  He praised the 

members of the entire Fire Department for their pride and 

dedication.  He closed by stating it’s been a great honor to serve 

as Chief and told the Fire Department members to keep up the great 

work that they do. 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the meeting was recessed at 7:40 p.m. for a short break. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the meeting was reconvened at 7:50 p.m. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 23, 2010 

Special Meeting were approved with Council Members Goldberg and 

Sargenti abstaining.  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 16, 

2010/January 6, 2011 Recessed Meeting were approved. 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 13, 2011 

Executive Session were approved with Council Members Goldberg and 

Cervieri abstaining.  

 

    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance #2011-1 - Amending and Supplementing Chapter 388, 

Sections 14 and 69 of the Code of the Borough of Fort Lee by 

Deleting Handicapped Spaces at 1227 Inwood Terrace and 1625 Ponsi 

Street 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2011-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING 

SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
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 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 10, 

2011. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-2 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2009-2 Establishing  

Salaries for Certain Non-Union Employees – Borough Prosecutor and   

Public Defender  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2011-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF 

THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 10, 

2011. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-3 - Amending Chapter 193, Uniform Construction 

Code, Section 2, Fees 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2011-3 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 193, UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODES, SECTION 2, FEES, OF THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 

first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 10, 

2011. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-4 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2006-50 for the 

Chief of Police 

  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2011-4 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

SALARY ORDINANCE #2006-50 PROVIDING SALARY FOR THE CHIEF OF POLICE 

IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 

reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 

the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for  

February 10, 2011. 

 

 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-5 - Amending Chapter 90-2 Police Department   

Formation and Rank    

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2011-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 90-2, POLICE DEPARTMENT, FORMATION AND RANK OF THE CODE OF 

THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 

reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 10, 

2011. 
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Ordinance #2011-6 - Amending Chapter 64-2 Historic Site, et al.  

Committee; Members Terms to Include a Non-Voting High School 

Junior Student  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2011-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 64 “HISTORIC SITE, STRUCTURE, 

CULTUTAL AND LANDMARK COMMITTEE SECTION 64-2 MEMBERS; COMPENSATION 

OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed 

on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 10, 

2011. 

 

 

Ordinance #2011-7 - Amending Chapter 410-49 Zoning, Section (E)  

Sign/Façade Review Committee to Include Staggered Terms of 

Appointment  

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2011-7 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 410 ZONING SECTION 410-49 GENERAL 

REGULATIONS OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 

introduced and passed on first reading. 

 

 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 

hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 10, 

2011. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS/OATHS OF OFFICE 

 

 Mayor Sokolich explained that the Borough over the last few 

years has gone through an intense program of attrition and cost 

saving measures to deal with the economic conditions.  Through 

attrition the Borough’s workforce has been depleted by 

approximately thirty-five employees.  The Police Department was 

hit particularly hard with close to twenty officers retiring in 

2010.  A majority of those retirees were high ranking officers.  

It’s always important for the Chief to be adequately staffed with 

a certain amount of ranking officers.  The retirements over the 

last year or two have hit the Police Department hard at the upper 

ranking levels.  As a consequence there will be a series of 

promotions tonight so that the appropriate ranks can be maintained 

for adequate guidance and leadership in the Police Department.  

This allows for the continued level of safety in the community to 

remain intact. 

 

R-A – Authorizing Five (5) Police Promotions from Police Officer  

to Sergeant 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Police Officers Matthew J. Hintze, 

Steve No, Ricky J. Mirkovic, Greg M. Boylan and Thomas M. 

Provenzano to the position of Sergeant for the Fort Lee Police 

Department. 

  

 Mr. Grant read the following resolution: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that  Police Officers Matthew J. Hintze, Steve No, Ricky 

J. Mirkovic, Greg M. Boylan and Thomas M. Provenzano be promoted 

to the rank of Police Sergeant with an effective date of January 

20, 2011; and  
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these promotions will be 

certified by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 

at a salary outlined in the P.B.A. Contract.   

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 

seconded, the above Resolution: 

  

 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

  

  

R-B – Authorizing Three (3) Police Promotions from Sergeant to  

Lieutenant 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Sergeants Patrick B. Kissane, Daniel 

R. Zusi and Scott T. Bendul to the position of Lieutenant for the 

Fort Lee Police Department. 

  

 Mr. Grant read the following resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that  Sergeants Patrick B. Kissane, Daniel R. Zusi and 

Scott T. Bendul be promoted to the rank of Police Lieutenant with 

an effective date of January 20, 2011; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these promotions will be 

certified by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 

at a salary outlined in the P.B.A. Contract.   

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the above Resolution: 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

 

R-C – Authorizing Two (2) Police Promotions from Lieutenant to 

Captain 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Lieutenants Stephen M. Gallagher and 

Keith M. Bendul to the position of Captain for the Fort Lee Police 

Department. 

  

 Mr. Grant read the following resolution. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that Lieutenants Stephen M. Gallagher and Keith M. Bendul 

be promoted to the rank of Police Captain with an effective date 

of January 20, 2011; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these promotions will be 

certified by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 

at a salary outlined in the P.B.A. Contract.   

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the above Resolution: 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

Chief Ripoli was brought up by the Mayor at this point in the 

meeting to assist in the administering of the Oaths of Office. 
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Mayor Sokolich added that at the February 10
th
 regular 

meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m.  At that date and time there will 

be a more formalized badge and oath ceremony for each individual 

officer.  

 

He added that the Oaths of Office are being administered 

tonight so the new officers can report to their new ranks 

tomorrow. 

                                                     

 At this time Mayor Sokolich administered the Oaths of Office 

to all of the promoted officers in the previous approved 

Resolutions. (R-A, R-B and R-C)  The promoted Sergeants, 

Lieutenants and Captains took their Oaths of Office in groups of 

their new respective ranks.   

   

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 

hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-8. 

 

 

CA-1 - Payment of Claims 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 

authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 

the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 

 

Current                                 $11,966,472.11 

Capital                                          401,270.53 

Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  

Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 

Construction Fees                                       n/a 

COAH Fees                                         87,208.15 

Trust Account (Old)                              104,901.98 

Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,249.50 

Trip Admissions                                         n/a 

Wedding Fees                                            n/a 

Trust Account (Accutrack)                            973.00 

Special Dog Account                                     n/a 

Centennial Fund                                         n/a 

Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 

Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 

Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 

Fort Lee Film Commission                                n/a 

Redemption Account                               293,561.47 

School Resource Account                              119.52 

Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 

POAA                                                    n/a 

Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 

Police Treasury                                  217,769.00 

Police Justice                                          n/a        

Flexible Spending                                       n/a 

 

Total:                                       $13,074,525,26 
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CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for Steven Sundar for  

Fire Company #4 

 

 The firefighter application for Steven Sundar for Fire 

Company #4 was approved. 

 

 

CA-3 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Robert McNerney of 

The Firm McNerney & Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey with Regard 

to Appraisal Services for Tax Appeal Litigation as Needed  

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACTS FOR THE 

PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 

services of a licensed appraiser to provide professional appraisal 

services related to complaints filed with the Tax Court 

challenging the Borough’s total assessment for individual 

properties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 

McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 

professional appraisal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 

services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 

the Property; and  

  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 

McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 

appraisal services was pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 

accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-

Play Law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 

Law, McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) 

days prior to the award of a contract a Political Contribution 

Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any  

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 



Regular Meeting                                   January 20, 2011  

                                                           Page #9 

 

the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 

any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 

Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 

Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 

by McNerney and shall be placed and maintained on file at the 

office of the Borough Clerk;  

 

 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 2205 Route 4 East 

in the Borough filed a complaint with the Tax Court challenging 

the Borough’s total assessment for the property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 

of the property located at 2205 Route 4 East, also known as Block 

5552, Lot 7 on the tax map of the Borough, there exists a need for 

McNerney to perform such appraisal in accordance with its 

proposal, dated December 27, 2010, attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 1 Bridge Plaza in 

the Borough filed a complaint with the Tax Court challenging the 

Borough’s total assessment for the property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Borough authorized the 

preparation of an appraisal of the property and in order for the 

Borough to successfully defend the assessment of the property 

located at 1 Bridge Plaza, also known as Block 6153, Lot 2 on the 

tax map of the Borough, there exists a need for the Borough to 

retain the services of a licensed appraiser to prepare an update 

to the appraisal; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of 

McNerney to perform such professional appraisal services in 

accordance with its proposal, dated December 27, 2010, attached 

hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 

are available for these purposes, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award of contracts for preparation of an 

appraisal with regard to the property located at 2205 Route 4 East 

and an update to its appraisal with regard to property located at 

1 Bridge Plaza in the Borough is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New 

Jersey 07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 

professional appraisal services related to the preparation of an 

update to its appraisal with regard to the property located at 1 

Bridge Plaza in the Borough at a cost of $3,500 and an appraisal 

with regard to property located at 2205 Route 4 East in the 

Borough at a cost of $2,500, in accordance with its proposals, 

dated December 27, 2010, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 

 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 

will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 

 

 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in  

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
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 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-4 - Authorizing Purchase of 4x4 Pickup Truck for the Fire 

Department from Ditschman/Flemington Ford, Flemington, New Jersey 

Via NJ State Contract #A74202 - $41,490.00 

 

WHEREAS, the Fire Department has requested the purchase of a 

2011 Ford F350 Pickup; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the vehicle is available through 

Ditschman/Flemington Ford, via New Jersey State Contract #A72402; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicles are over the bid threshold 

amount of $36,000 and the expenditure must be authorized by  

resolution of the governing body; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 

bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 

Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 

are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 

with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 

the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Fire Department to purchase 

the aforementioned 2011 Ford 350 Pickup by purchase order from 

Ditschman/Flemington Ford, 215 Routes 202 & 31 and P.O. Box 1007, 

Flemington, New Jersey, 08822 in the amount of $41,490.00 which 

includes the cost of an extended warranty for the vehicle; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 

resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 

certified that funds are available for this purchase through 

capital account #04-2150-55-1024-071. 

 

 

CA-5 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From 

Young J. Yim to YK II Inc., t/a Raku Izakaya at 209 Main Street 

 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 

transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-013-013, 

heretofore issued to Young J. Yim, an individual for premises 

located at 209 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 

respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 

been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 

to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 

local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

   

 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 

authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 

of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
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financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 

certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 

Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 

New Jersey, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 

transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to YK 

II Inc., t/a Raku Izakaya at 209 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey 

07024 effective January 20, 2011 and does hereby direct the 

Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 

ownership. 

 

 

CA-6 - Authorizing Modified Agreement with Westgate Condominium 

Association Respecting the Furnishing of Services to a Qualified 

Private Community Pursuant to the Municipal Services Act  

 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  

        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT  

        WITH THE WESTGATE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC.  

        RELATED TO THE PROVISION OF MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of New Jersey in the County of Bergen, 

established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Municipal Services Act, N.J.S.A. 40:67-23.2 et 

seq., requires that a municipality either provide certain services 

to a qualified private community or reimburse the qualified 

private community for the costs of providing certain basic 

services on public roads and streets, including the removal of 

snow, lighting of roads and streets, and the collection of leaves, 

recyclable materials and solid waste (“Qualified Services”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, Westgate Condominium Association, Inc. 

(“Westgate”), comprised of two hundred seventy-nine (279) 

residential units, is located within the geographical boundaries 

of the Borough and constitutes a qualified private community 

pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Services Act; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on prior occasions, pursuant to resolutions of the 

Mayor and Council of the Borough, Westgate and the Borough have 

entered into agreements for terms of up to five years providing 

for the payment of an amount in reimbursement for Qualified 

Services; and  

 

WHEREAS, the most recent contract between the Borough and 

Westgate expired on December 31, 2010; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough and Westgate desire to enter into an 

agreement for a term of three (3) years in order to resolve any 

and all outstanding amounts due under the previous agreement for 

Qualified Services and establish the terms for reimbursement for 

Qualified Services in future years;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 

are available for this purpose, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the entry into a contract with Westgate in 

accordance with the Municipal Services Act is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract  

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 

 1. That entry into an agreement with Westgate in accordance 

with the Municipal Services Act is hereby authorized. 

 

 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement, in substantially the same form as that 

attached hereto, between the Borough and Westgate, memorializing 

the terms and conditions for the reimbursement for Qualified 

Services under the Municipal Services Act. 

 

 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 4. That upon execution of such agreement a notice of the 

contract award shall be published, and this resolution and the 

agreement between the parties shall be available for public 

inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

CA-7 - Awarding Contract to Dr. Barbara Schreibman, Assistant  

Director of Emergency Medicine at Englewood Hospital as the 

Borough’s Medical Director as Required by State Law – $5,000.00  

 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO AND APPOINTING DR.  

  BARBARA SCHREIBMAN TO THE POSITION OF MEDICAL DIRECTOR 

  OF THE FORT LEE AMBULANCE AND THE FORT LEE VOLUNTEER  

  AMBULANCE CORPS 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) is required 

pursuant to State law and the regulations of the State Department 

of Health and Senior Services to employ a medical director 

certified in emergency medicine for the Fort Lee Ambulance and the 

Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough have 

determined that employing a part-time Medical Director for the 

Fort Lee Ambulance and the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps is 

in the best interest of the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 

to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 

by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 

of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 

formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 

and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 132, Ambulance Services, 

of the Municipal Code of the Borough, the Borough is authorized to 

appoint members of the Fort Lee Ambulance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to appoint Dr. Barbara  

 

 



Regular Meeting                                   January 20, 2011 

                                                          Page #13 

 

Schreibman, Assistant Director of Emergency Medicine at Englewood 

Hospital and Medical Center, to the position as Medical Director 

for the Fort Lee Ambulance and the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance 

Corps to perform such professional medical services in accordance 

with a proposal, dated December 6, 2010 and attached hereto, from 

the Chief of the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps and the EMS 

Coordinator of the Fort Lee Ambulance; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Schreibman possesses the requisite expertise 

and licenses to serve as Medical Director; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 

of awarding a contract to Dr. Schreibman to serve as Medical 

Director in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 

Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the services as Medical Director will be performed 

by Dr. Schreibman at an annual cost of $5,000, which amount is 

less than the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit 

Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 

contract is not subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local 

Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available for this purpose, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 

 

1. That Dr. Barbara Schreibman be awarded a contract and 

appointed to the position of Medical Director for the Fort Lee 

Ambulance and the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps. 

 

2. That Dr. Schreibman shall perform the services described 

in a proposal, dated December 6, 2010 and attached hereto, from 

the Chief of the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps and the EMS 

Coordinator of the Fort Lee Ambulance for the annual compensation 

in the amount of $5,000.00. 

 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 

and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

 

 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

current funds are available for this purpose. 

 

 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 
 

CA-8 - Amending Contract with Ambulance Reimbursement Systems,  

Inc., Allentown, Pennsylvania, With Regard to Lowering Their 

Ambulance Billing Collection Service Fee From 6.50% to 6.00% for 

2011  

 

      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

      FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT 

      WITH AMBULANCE REIMBURSEMENT SYSTEMS, INC. FOR THE  

      PROVISION OF THIRD PARTY BILLING SERVICES FOR THE FORT  

      LEE MUNICIPAL AMBULANCE CORPS. 
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WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Mayor and Council authorized 

the preparation and issuance of a Request for Proposals (“RFP”) to 

solicit proposals from experienced firms for the provision of 

third party billing services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance 

Corps pursuant to competitive contracting procedures, as set forth 

at N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1, et seq., and consistent with the prior 

approval of the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs; and 

 

WHEREAS, after review and evaluation by the Borough 

Administrator and Borough Counsel of the three conforming 

proposals in response to its RFP, and interviews of the two 

leading proposers, pursuant to Resolution CA-5 duly adopted on 

September 25, 2008, the Borough awarded a contract to Ambulance 

Reimbursement Systems, Inc. for the provision of third party 

billing services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps; and 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Ambulance Reimbursement Systems, 

Inc. for compensation to be paid for the services based upon a 

specified percentage of the revenues actually collected on behalf 

of the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Ambulance Reimbursement Systems, 

Inc. have agreed that the compensation percentage should be 

reduced from 6.5% to 6.0% to reflect a more reasonable level of 

compensation due for the services,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, as follows: 

 

1. That the contract for the performance of third party 

billing services for the Fort Lee Municipal Ambulance Corps should 

be amended to include a reduction in the percentage of gross 

revenues actually collected by Ambulance Reimbursement Systems, 

Inc. from 6.5% to 6.0% consistent with the agreement of the 

parties as shown on the attached Compensation Schedule that serves 

as Appendix A to the contract.    

 

2. That the Mayor is authorized to execute an amendment to 

the contract for third party billing services, reflecting the 

reduction in compensation agreed upon by the parties.  

 

3. That the amendment to the contract and this resolution 

shall be available for public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s 

office along with the proposal of Ambulance Reimbursement Systems, 

Inc. and the original contract. 

 

 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 

 

 

 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-6. 

 

 Messrs. Sokolich, Cervieri, Goldberg and Cohen responded to 

her question. 

 

     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 

closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-8) was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

R-1 - Awarding Contract to Administrative Purchasing Consultants, 

214 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, as the Borough’s Purchasing 

Consultant for 2011 - $75,000.00  
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 Mayor Sokolich nominated Administrative Purchasing 

Consultants to be the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant for 2011. 

  

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the services of a Purchasing Consultant for 2011; and 

 

     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 

the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 

appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation  

within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, Maureen Holtje of Administrative Purchasing 

Consultants possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide professional purchasing services 

required by the Borough; and 

 

     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 

Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 

$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 

contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 

member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 

committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 

the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 

business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 

process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq., and  

 

     WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 

(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 

(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 

that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 

of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 

writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitations of 

qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 

announce the qualifications when awarded; and 

 

     WHEREAS, an RFQ for Purchasing Consultant services was  

previously authorized by the Borough and issued a “fair and open 

process” commencing on November 24, 2010, returnable by December 

17, 2010 and publicly opened on December 20, 2010; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

Purchasing Consulting Services of Administrative Purchasing 

Consultants, 214 Main Street, 3
rd
 Floor, Fort Lee, New Jersey 

07024 will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant 

factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Administrative 

Purchasing Consultants to serve as the Borough’s Purchasing 

Consultant for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2011; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Borough has received a timely and complete 

Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to  

Administrative Purchasing Consultants for the provision of 

professional purchasing consulting services is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, and 

 

     WHEREAS, funds will be available by the way of the municipal 

budget to compensate said Purchasing Consultant,  

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Purchasing Consultant is hereby  

appointed for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 

and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Purchasing 

Consultant for the year 2011 shall be $75,000 as listed below. 

 

     Borough of Fort Lee      $58,500 

 Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center     16,500 

 

; and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all claims shall be approved and 

paid in the manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to 

an agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof.    

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

 

R-2 - Awarding Contract to Paul Phillips of the Firm Phillips 

Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc., New York, New York, to Serve as 

the Borough’s Planner for 2011 – Fee Not to Exceed $42,750.00  

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Paul Phillips of the firm Phillips 

Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc., to be the Borough’s Planner for 

2011. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the services of a Borough Planner for 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 

the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 

appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation 

within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 
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WHEREAS, Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips Preiss 

Shapiro Associates possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide professional planning services 

required by the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 

Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 

$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 

contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 

member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 

committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 

the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 

business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 

process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 

(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 

(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 

that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 

of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 

writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitation of 

qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 

announce the qualifications when awarded; and 

 

WHEREAS, an RFQ for Borough Planner services was previously 

authorized by the Borough and issued under a “fair and open 

process” commencing on November 24, 2010, returnable by December 

17, 2010 and publicly opened on December 20, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

Borough Planner services of Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 

Preiss Shapiro Associates, 434 Sixth Avenue, New York, New York, 

10011 will be the most advantageous to the Borough all relevant 

factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Paul Phillips and the 

firm of Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates to serve as Borough 

Planner for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a timely and complete 

Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Paul 

Phillips and the firm of Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates for 

the provision of professional planning services is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough,  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 

Preiss Shapiro Associates said Borough Planner be and is hereby 

appointed as Borough Planner for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 

way of the municipal budget to compensate said Borough Planner; 

and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Borough  

Planner for year 2011 shall be a fee not to exceed $42,750.00; and 

that all claims shall be approved and paid in the manner set forth 

in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement to be entered 

into between the parties; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a  

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

R-3 - Awarding Contracts to Boswell McClave Engineering,  

Hackensack, New Jersey to Serve as the Borough’s Traffic  

Engineers for 2011  

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering as the 

Borough’s Traffic Engineer for 2011. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of engineer for the year 2011 to 

serve as Traffic Engineer on an as needed basis; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, Boswell McClave possesses the requisite expertise 

and skilled personnel required to provide professional traffic 

engineering services required by the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

Open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., by 

issuing a Request for Qualifications for Traffic Engineering 

Services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, an RFQ for Traffic Engineering Services was 

previously authorized by the Borough and issued through a “fair 

and open process”  commencing on November 24, 2010 returnable by 

December 17, 2010 and publicly opened on December 20, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that the 

services of Boswell McClave Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue, 

South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 will be the most advantageous 

to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Boswell McClave 

Engineering, to serve as the Borough’s Traffic Engineer for the 

Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough received timely and complete 

Qualification Statements from Boswell McClave Engineering   
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including a Business Registration Certificate and Certificate of 

Affirmative Action compliance prior to entering into a contract; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Boswell 

McClave Engineering for the provision of professional traffic 

engineering services is in the best interests of the Borough and 

the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the aforesaid firms are hereby appointed  

as Traffic Engineers for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 

way of the municipal budget to compensate said Traffic Engineers 

on an as needed basis by the Borough; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Traffic 

Engineers for the year 2011 shall be approved and paid in the 

manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 

to be entered into between the parties; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

 

R-4 - Awarding Contract to Four (4) Law Firms/Entities to Serve as 

the Borough’s Conflict Counsel for 2011 on an As-Needed Basis 

  

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, 

LLP, Dario, Yacker, Suarez & Albert, LLC, Florio & Kenny, LLP and 

Joseph Ariyan, Esq., to serve as the Borough’s Conflict Counsel 

for 2011. 

  

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests for the Borough of Fort 

Lee to engage the professional services of attorneys for the year 

2011 to serve as Conflict Counsel(s) for any issues for which the 

Borough’s legal counsel may not be able to serve the Borough due 

to a conflict of interest, which perceived or actual, or for any 

other instance in which the Borough determines the best interest 

of the public will be served by alternative representation; and 

 

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 

ordinances to compensate said attorney(s); and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general  

circulation within the municipality; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, Steven Muhlstock of the firm Gittleman, Muhsltock & 

Chewcaskie, LLP possesses the requisite professional legal 

services required by the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. by 

issuing a Request for Qualifications for Conflict Counsel 

Services; and 

 

WHEREAS, an RFQ for Special Conflict Counsel Services was 

previously authorized by the Borough and issued through a “fair 

and open process” commencing on November 24, 2010 returnable by 

December 17, 2010 and publicly opened on December 20, 2010; and 

 

 WHEREAS; the Mayor and Council has determined that the 

following attorneys and/or firm services will be the most 

advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered: 

  

 Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie, LLP 

     2200 Fletcher Avenue - 9W Office Center 

     Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

 Dario Yacker Suarez & Albert LLC 

     1590 Anderson Avenue 

     Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

 Florio & Kenny, LLC 

     P.O. Box 771 

     Hoboken, New Jersey 07030 

 

     Joseph M. Ariyan, Esq., LLC 

     595 Valley Health Plaza  

     Paramus, New Jersey 07652-3605 

 

  ; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated the above listed firms 

to serve as Conflict Counsel(s) for the Borough of Fort Lee for 

the year 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from each 

of the firms prior to entering into contracts; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to the above 

listed firms for the provision of professional legal conflict 

counsel services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of these contracts are necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Conflict Counsel(s) be and are 

hereby appointed for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair and open”  
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process; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said legal 

services for the year 2011 shall be at a fee based on proposals 

received on a case by case basis; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attorney and/or firms named  

above have been awarded a contract but are not guaranteed to 

receive any compensation from the Borough and that said services 

will be requested on an “as-needed” basis; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all monies paid will be a manner set 

forth under NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement to be 

entered into between the parties; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

 

 COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – congratulated all of the police officers 

promoted tonight as well as the fire officers who were sworn in 

earlier this evening.   

 

 He stated that Chief Ripoli is a great leader to his men as 

well as a great advocate on their behalf.  He believes the 

officers owe a debt of gratitude to the Chief for advocating on 

behalf of them and his department to restore the Table of 

Organization to a proportion that has been recommended by every 

police study that has been done by the Borough over the last 

twenty five years. 

 

 He offered his congratulation to Fire Chief Silver and added 

that he is also a great advocate for his Fire Department members.  

As Deputy Chief he attended almost all of the executive sessions 

and has kept the Mayor and Council informed with regard to the 

many activities and needs within the Fire Department. 

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – congratulated the newly installed Fire Chiefs.  

As one of the Fire Department liaisons, he’s very proud of the 

Fire Department.  They are a very professional department with 

terrific people. 

 

 He also congratulated the police officers who received their 

well-deserved promotions tonight. 

 

 He stated that another major snow storm is expected tonight 

and he reminded everyone not to park their cars on prohibited snow 

streets when there is snow on the ground.  Violators will be towed 

and/or ticketed.   

 

 He congratulated all of the Borough workers who have handled 

the monumental task of clearing the streets of snow which has been 

a very difficult task this winter due to the tremendous amounts of 

snow that have fallen. 

 

 He spoke to the passing of retired Police Captain Thomas 

Pierson who was a friend of his.  He was a twenty eight year 

veteran of the Police Department.  He was the originator of the 

Borough’s SWAT team and the Police Department’s Merit Board. 
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Mayor Sokolich – also sent his condolences to the family of Thomas 

Pierson. 

 

 He stated that the DPW handles all the snow removal on the 

streets as the Borough no longer hires outside contractors to 

assist the DPW.  There will always be a few problems when clearing 

snow no matter how much or how little snow has fallen, but overall 

the DPW has done a great job. 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – offered his congratulations to the new Fire 

Chief and outgoing Chief on the great job that he did.  In 2010 

there were two major fires in the southeast section of the Borough 

and anyone who watched them perform their duties could see their 

dedication and bravery.  The people of the Borough should feel 

safe and very proud. 

 

 He congratulated the Police Department members promoted 

tonight.  In spite of a budget crunch it was determined that the 

officers were needed to fill in supervisory positions which keeps 

the communication lines open between the Police Department 

supervisors and the officers on the street.  In these difficult 

financial times the Borough was able to do these promotions as a 

lot of municipalities are not in the position to promote.  A lot 

of towns are laying off police officers and firemen and 

fortunately that is not happening in the Borough. 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – offered his congratulations to the newly 

appointed Fire Department members and Police Department officers 

who were promoted tonight which he believed such promotions were 

well-deserved.  

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – congratulated Chief Silver and outgoing 

Chief William Chiappane as well as the promoted police officers. 

 

 She added with all of the traffic from the George Washington 

Bridge that the Borough has special needs that the Fire Department 

and Police Department have to deal with.  She offered her thanks 

to the Fire Department and Police Department members for doing 

such a fine job. 

 

 She stated that January is “National Blood Donor Month”.  

Blood is in very short supply this year and volunteers are needed 

to donate blood.  Anyone wishing to donate blood can contact the 

Health Department at 201-592-3500 ext 1108. 

 

 She announced that there will be a ribbon cutting for 

Palisades Bagels on Palisade Avenue on Thursday, January 27
th
 at 

10:00 a.m.  

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – expressed his gratitude to the dedicated 

people of the police department, fire department and emergency 

services including the ambulance corps for the outstanding job 

that they do. 

 

 He mentioned that even though the Borough is only 2.5 square 

miles that there are ninety-six miles of roadway to clear when 

there is snowfall.  He believes that the DPW in clearing that 

amount of roadway in any twenty four hour period is doing an  

extraordinary job. 
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 He extended an invitation to the public to attend the grand-

reopening of Salon 5 on Sunday, January 30th at 6:00 p.m.  Salon 5 

is directly across the street from Borders Books on Schlosser 

Street. 

 

 He offered his congratulations to all of the newly promoted 

fire officials as well as the promoted police officers.   

 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Speaker    Subject            Response 

 

Nina Levinson    .Spoke to Successful Tricky Tray   Mayor Sokolich 

1560 West St.      Auction Held by Human Services 

                   and Sponsored by Madonna Church  

                   and The Church of the Good 

                   Shepherd 

 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 

adjourned, and carried at 8:25 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

       ________________________                        

                                   Neil Grant, RMC 

                                   Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REORGANIZATION MEETING 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

Thursday, January 6, 2011 @7:00 p.m. 

 

 The Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council 

Chambers, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 

New Jersey. 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,    

Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 

     Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

     J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 

     Joseph Iannaconi, CFO 

 

 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in the following manner: 

 

 All members of this body have been advised both orally and in 

writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 

place, and proposed agenda hereof: 

 

 On December 17, 2010 a written notice of the time, place, and 

proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 

Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 

 

 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 

THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 

CABLE and a copy was filed with the Borough Clerk. 

 

 On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have 

requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed 

for the year 2010. 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

 Rabbi Meir Berger of the New Synagogue offered the invocation 

for the New Year. 

 

  

OATHS OF OFFICE 

 

Jan Goldberg was sworn in as a Councilman by Superior Court 

Judge Donald Venezia. His wife, Jane held the Bible, as he took 

his Oath of Office. 

 

 Ila Kasofsky was sworn in as a Councilwoman by Superior Court 

Judge Donald Venezia.  Her daughter, Brett held the Bible, as he 

took his Oath of Office. 

  

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

 Kay Nest, Fort Lee Democratic Chairwoman, congratulated 

council members Goldberg and Kasofsky on being re-elected.  She 

thanked the residents of the Borough who cast their vote this 
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past November enabling two very dedicated council people to return 

and continue to represent the Borough. 

 

 At this time she and James Viola, Vice-Chair of the Fort Lee 

Democratic Party, presented flowers to Ms. Thomas, Ms. Kasofsky 

and Jane Goldberg. 

  

 She stated that the Mayor and Council are a committed group.  

They work hard and she believes that everyone should be proud of 

the effort they put into their work. 

 

 Ms. Nest added that the Borough government is a good and open 

government.  The Mayor and Council are trustworthy individuals. 

They each have their own talents and they use that talent to make 

good things happen in the Borough.  She praised various Borough 

departments for the work that they do. She commented on the many 

activities being held at the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ 

Center as well as the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center 

 

 She closed by stating the Mayor and Council work hard to keep 

taxes down and to continue to provide the Borough residents with 

as many services as possible.  As Chairperson of the Fort Lee 

Democratic Party and Vice Chairperson of the Bergen County 

Democratic Organization she expressed her gratitude to everyone 

and wished everyone a happy and healthy New Year. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich acknowledged District 38 Assemblywoman Joan 

Voss. 

 

 Ms. Voss wished everybody a happy and healthy New Year.  She 

stated that she was in Trenton all day today and she rushed back 

enable to be present at tonight’s reorganization meeting. 

 

 She congratulated Council members Goldberg and Kasofsky.  She 

added that she spent ten years on the Council and misses it.  

 

 She stated that this is going to be a very difficult year for 

all the towns.  The Governor has put large restraints on the 

municipal and school budgets.  District 38 Senator Robert Gordon 

and District 38 Assemblywoman Wagner were unable to make tonight’s 

meeting; however, all of the District 38 representatives are hard 

working and are very vocal representatives of the people down in 

Trenton. 

 

 She closed by praising her staff members Kate Brofman and 

Reisetta Dunn.  She again wished everyone a happy and healthy New 

Year. 

  

 

MAYOR’S SPEECH 

 

“Next on the agenda is the Mayor’s statement.  It’s 

traditional for the Mayor to provide a brief State of the Borough 

Address at the Reorganization Meeting. So I just had collected 

some thoughts that I wanted to share with everyone.  I’m going to 

try to be as brief as possible and allow for the balance of the 

Council to also provide their reports during the course of the 

meeting.  

 

But just briefly, when this Administration started 

approximately three years ago there were quite a few realities 
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that we had confronted at that time.  We had recognized that we 

were at the onset of a recession and an economic climate which was 

second only to what most pundits say to be second only to the 

Great Depression of the early thirties. There were depreciating 

property values and skyrocketing debt.  And it was my opinion and 

the collective opinion of this Council that the single most 

important thing that we can do in government was to change what we 

deemed to be a culture here in municipal government and not only 

here but across the State, across the Country, and change that 

culture, which was mistakenly based on entitlement. As far as 

those municipalities and governments across the State, across the 

County that haven’t put in programs or safeguards or didn’t have 

the foresight to understand and predict what it is that we’re now 

going through, I do, sympathize with your experience and I don’t 

know how that they’re going to be able to get through these 

economic times.  I share that with you because I’m proud to tell 

you that Fort Lee has implemented programs and had the foresight 

to understand that the economy was going in the wrong direction 

and, as a result, I can tell you without reservation that I do 

believe that Fort Lee is as strong financially today as it has 

been ever in the last twenty to twenty five years. And that is a 

very strong statement to make in this economic climate.  That’s 

something that we are all very, very collectively proud of. While 

I was collecting my thoughts for the State of the Borough Address 

I also reviewed my notes from the first Address that I provided to 

the public back in January of 2008. And it was a good litmus test 

to determine whether or not we’ve gone in the right direction and 

have accomplished many of the things that we had promised the 

Borough that we would attempt to accomplish. Some of the overtures 

that I had made back three years ago to the day included things 

and an issue to such as a commitment to the implementation of a 

hiring freeze.  In fact, there has been a hiring freeze that’s 

been in place in this Borough for almost three years. There have 

been no new hires in the Borough of Fort Lee, except for those 

hires which directly impact the health, safety and welfare of our 

community or if they are statutorily required. Other than those 

exceptions and seasonal employees there have been no new hires 

here in the Borough of Fort Lee.  Another commitment on the notes 

from three years ago was a reduction in the workforce.  In fact, 

we’ve reduced employees here in the Borough of Fort Lee by over 

forty employees.  A reduction of over 10% over the course of the 

last ten years, which equates to approximately $6,000,000.00 in 

salaries and benefits, which is a very, very important part of the 

cost side of municipal government.  We also committed three years 

ago that we would do everything possible not to reduce or diminish  

programs and/or the quality of life here in the Borough of Fort 

Lee.  In fact, we’ve reduced and eliminated no programs.  In fact, 

we were ranked by one national publication to be number four. 

Joseph Cervieri, I think you’re going to tell me number three or 

number three in the nation for places to retire to. And one of the 

biggest reasons for that ranking, that national ranking was as a 

result of the assortment and the multitude of programs and 

initiatives that we offer here in Fort Lee. Some of those 

initiatives are handled by the guys that are in the back of the 

audience this evening and we’re very, very proud of that. We’ve 

asked all of our employees to do a little more with a little less.  

We’ve asked them to have the same output, if not more; expand the 

scope of their employment with less employees; and make sure that 

the same quality of life and services are delivered to our 

residents.  In fact, they did.  We also, my  

notes tell me from three years ago, said that no one can proclaim 
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that they’re going to be immune from the economic conditions that 

we now face.  And we’ve also said and we continue to abide by the 

fact that if you cooperate and participate in the programs that 

we’re going to implement over the course of the next year or two 

or three to get through this economy, then you will always have 

government support and we will do everything possible to make sure 

that your livelihoods are secure here in Fort Lee. But if you deem 

yourself to be immune from the current economy or don’t think that 

it will effect you, then I cannot and we cannot stand by your 

side. But I am proud to tell you that the vast majority of 

employees here in the Borough of Fort Lee have done extra, have 

worked harder, have participated more and as a result of that none 

of the services here in Fort Lee have been cut. There’s a headline 

that does not go by in the local media, in The Record, in the news 

that you don’t hear about either programs or initiatives or 

services or police or firemen or programs getting cut in various 

municipalities.  You don’t hear about that in Fort Lee and there 

are reasons for it.  To the unions which exist here in Fort Lee 

and the collective bargaining units that they represent, it took 

some persuasion, in fact, sometimes some yelling but it seems to 

be that we’re, for the most part, getting close to being on the 

same page and reaching common ground with most of those unions.  

For those that continue to deem themselves to be immune from the 

economy, you will be met with the full wrath of the resources of 

the Borough of Fort Lee and that is for the collective good of 

everyone in this community and as well for your long term benefit.  

And I mean that from the bottom of my heart. As far as the 

families, the livelihoods that are involved in our decisions, it’s 

important to always remember that any economic decision we make 

about employees, about programs, about cutting, about layoffs, 

about furloughs, there are families behind that.  There are folks 

that raise their families, educate their children, pay their rent 

and pay their mortgages.  We’ve always assured those groups and 

those employees that we in government will do our absolute hardest 

to make sure that they have secure and stable employment here in 

the Borough of Fort Lee. But we’re going to ask you to do a little 

bit more.  Because the bottom line priority, the most important 

priority is always to make sure that our community’s quality of 

life is maintained and, in fact, improved.  And I am happy and 

proud to tell you that that is the case here in the Borough of 

Fort Lee. And I told and we told those employees that as long as 

you participated in that program you wouldn’t have to park in the 

parking lot in the back of the building wondering whether or not  

you were going to get a pink slip on Friday, are you going to get 

furloughed, are you going to get terminated.  And I’m proud to 

tell you many people have come up to me and have said, look, why 

don’t you just end this, just fire twenty people, fire twenty five 

people.  I got to tell you, sit in this seat and fire twenty five 

people, is not the easiest thing in the world to do.  And there 

are livelihoods and there are families and there are folks that 

rely on those incomes. So we here in Fort Lee have put in various 

initiatives and various programs so that we avoided the necessity 

of furloughs.  We’ve avoided the necessity of termination.  And I 

will tell you that we are very, very, very proud of that.  We were 

also committed, my notes tell me from three years ago to make sure 

that we reduced bond debt here in Fort Lee.  And I’m going to tell 

you that over the course of the last three years Fort Lee has 

reduced its gross bond debt by $25,000,000.00.  I will also tell 

you that there is not another three year period in the history of 

this Borough that that much bond debt has been paid back.  And 

that includes the recent bond debt issuance for  
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purposes of funding some compensation for a host and multitude of 

retirees that we needed to deal with. So, including that most 

recent bond issuance, we’ve cut bond debt by $25,000,000.00, which 

equates to millions of dollars in interest payments.  We also 

promised you three years ago that we would collectively think out-

of-the-box, we’d be creative, we wouldn’t stay in a procedurals 

manual; we would try to come up with new things. And amongst the 

many programs that we introduced was the ambulance co-pay program, 

which now generates the Borough of Fort Lee somewhere in the 

vicinity of $900,000.00 to $1,000,0000.00 annually.  In that 

regard, we’re grateful to the Ambulance Corps for participating in 

that program and it does not cost our taxpayers one penny.  Their 

insurance co-pay is the only responsibility under that program.  

If a taxpayer or a resident in out town doesn’t have insurance, we 

don’t seek payment.  The insurance company pays (x), that’s what 

we accept.  If they pay (y) that’s what we accept.  It’s a win-win 

for all involved.  Three years ago we were also confronted with 

what was then known as the Centuria property, formerly known as 

the Helmsley property, now known as the Redevelopment Area Number 

5.  It’s a property that all of you know has plagued Fort Lee for 

close to  forty-five years, vacant and fraught with controversy, 

spanning administrations of six different mayors, one of which 

actually ended up in witness protection.  Several commitments were 

made to you with regard to that property several years back.  We 

indicated to you that our relationship with the prior redeveloper 

was going to be terminated so that Fort Lee could move in a 

productive course of action.  In fact the termination occurred 

which was an extraordinary step to take in the eyes of the law.  

We also committed to you that we would commence a transparent and 

diligent selection process and introduce and invite and encourage 

as many developers as possible to participate in that program and 

tell us what it is that they were going to offer to develop on 

that site.  We also committed to you and in my mind the most 

important commitment, that we would not start that project for the 

sake of starting it.  Now let me remind the public and everybody 

that’s listening in the audience we could start that project 

tomorrow.  We can agree tomorrow and start that project and have a 

gold shovel ceremony probably by Monday.  But that would be, in 

our collective opinion, too much of a sacrifice to the Borough.  

So we have the political fortitude to make the decision that, 

look, we’re only going to start once we believe that the project 

is something that’s good for the community as a whole.  We also 

ask the public to keep in mind with regard to that property it’s 

privately owned.  So as a consequence, our tough assignment is not 

only to make sure we get what the community wants but also to make 

sure that it’s economically feasible so that any private developer 

is, in fact, going to be willing to develop on that site.  In my 

opinion, with regard to that project, the political fortitude and 

the commitment to community is not demonstrated by giving the 

developer anything the developer wants and starting the project 

for the sake of starting it.  The fortitude and the demonstration 

of commitment to community is saying no; is saying we’re not 

willing to start under those circumstances; we’re not willing to 

approve that which what you want and we’re now in the process of 

trying to have a meeting of the minds.  A redeveloper, after 

hundreds of hours of review, was selected last year; litigation 

was commenced by an aggrieved party.  And since that litigation’s 

been commenced a day has not gone by that I have not been on the 

phone with all the litigants, with their attorneys and our Borough 

Attorney and on and off the phone with each of the Council people 
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that you see here this evening.  And I could tell you with guarded 

confidence a settlement does appear to be on the horizon.  And 

it’s only on the horizon because the terms that Fort Lee is 

offering and requesting we’re hopeful are going to be met by the 

developer.  I will also report to you that the litigation that we 

speak of that relates to Redevelopment Area 5, there was a 

determination by the court yesterday which is public information 

and it was a successful determination in favor of the Borough of 

Fort Lee.  So, we’re hopeful that that’s also going to get us 

closer to amicable resolution. I take full responsibility for this 

project; starting it, not starting it.  I take the blame.  I want 

none of the credit.  But as I continue to tell you we will not 

start this project for the sake of starting this project. However, 

with guarded confidence I can report to you that I am hopeful that 

in the not too distant future we’re hopeful that we’re going to 

have activity on that site and on our reliance on other towns and 

their retail hubs will come to a close and Fort Lee will get that 

which it deserves, restaurants, retail and a downtown. Let me also 

tell you that no man is an island, especially in the world of 

politics, especially in the world of government.  And I can tell 

you without hesitation that it has been nothing but an absolute 

privilege to go on this three year ride with the folks that I sit 

up here with and I say that to you from the bottom of my heart.  

To Joe and to Armand, to Mike, to Harvey, to Ila and Jan, not only 

are we political colleagues, we’ve all become dear friends.  We 

don’t always agree but I can tell you this, that it is absolutely 

proud that I associate myself with you.  This is a committed 

dedicated group of individuals that commit their tireless effort 

to the Borough of Fort Lee. We’re in constant communication with 

one another and it’s an absolute joy to be able to communicate 

with you and serve the Borough of Fort Lee.  I also want to thank 

and extend my gratitude to Peggy Thomas, our Borough 

Administrator.  Peggy’s that person that when I run into her 

office with some crazed idea, Peggy tries to either calm me down 

or persuade me to go in a different direction.  But a lot of those 

ideas have come to fruition, Peggy, and I think we’ve done pretty 

good over the course of the last three years.  I know I’m proud of 

it.  My staff, Maryanne and Fran, they both think I’m nuts but I’m 

very grateful for their tolerance of me; for my moods, my demands.  

And I’m truly grateful to the professionals that we have; Lee to 

my left and everyone else that’s in the room that serves the 

Borough of Fort Lee.  We are grateful to you as well for your 

commitment and your efforts.  I’m also proud to tell you that Fort 

Lee is also blessed with arguably the best emergency services that 

any municipality can have in the State of New Jersey and I say 

that to you without hesitation.  Our Police Department’s 

membership has diminished from 112 to 89.  Right now we’re at 89 

officers.  That’s over twenty three officers that we’re off and I 

will tell you it will stay at 89.  Perhaps to the Chief’s chagrin 

but it will stay at 89.  And you may rest assured that while we 

continue to be safe we are protected and we are serviced by the 

bravest men and women that the Police has to offer.  And we’re 

very, very proud of our Police Department. 

And Chief Ripoli, who’s in the audience, we are eternally grateful 

to you for commitment as well and we’re grateful to you, Chief, 

for delivering the same level of service, the same level of safety 

with less resources and less men.  And we acknowledge that and we 

are appreciative of it.  To our Fire Department, one of the most 

knowledgeable and dedicated volunteer organizations in the 

northeast, I’m honored to work with them on a day to day  

basis.  My assessment of them is shared by all of the colleagues 
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up here on the dais.  They are wonderful.  We’re grateful to Chief 

Chiappane for his service and we look forward to working with 

Chief Silver over the course of the next year.  I defy anybody 

here in Fort Lee to engage in even the quickest dialogue with any 

volunteer fireman in the Borough and you will be amazed at their 

level of knowledge, their commitment and their knowledge about 

fire safety and things of that nature.  And you will feel 

protected just by virtue of engaging in a dialogue.  Our Ambulance 

Corps is also an incredible organization.  Extend my thanks to 

Chief Cathi Goldfischer for her services as Chief.  I look forward 

to working with Diran Jebejian as the Chief of the upcoming term.  

Not only do we call upon our Ambulance Corps to save our lives and 

to respond in seconds in all conditions, in all weather and to 

give us peace of mind, we’ve also called upon them to participate 

in the Ambulance Co-Pay Program, which they have done incredibly 

successfully and we are generating, as I said, $900,000.00 to 

$1,000,000.00. So, we’re eternally grateful not only for the money 

that you generate but also for the commitment that you have to our 

health, safety and welfare. 

Our Borough also is in a position to boast amongst the finest 

Office of Emergency Management there is to offer.  Our Director, 

Stephen Ferraro and the tens and tens of volunteers that 

participate in that program that assist the public from blackouts 

to fires and a host of emergency events, there too, we are 

eternally grateful and we are very, very proud that we’re in a 

position to have such a resourceful, productive and committed 

Office of Emergency Management.  There have been many achievements 

that the Borough of Fort Lee has been able to boast over the 

course of the last three years.  Even one or two, I believe, would 

be envied by any other municipality and there are many here in 

Fort Lee.  A week does not go by that I’m asked by other 

municipalities how did you do that or how did you do this.  And 

it’s just through commitment, it’s through loyalty, it’s through 

teamwork and it’s through cooperation. Over the past few years our 

collective efforts through this Council we’ve revamped various 

departments, including changes in personnel.  We’ve continued with 

our in-house Engineering Department, which has saved us hundreds 

and hundreds of thousands of dollars at this point.  We continue 

to call upon our DPW and our Special Project Teams to do many 

projects that no other municipality in the County or the State 

would ever attempt to undertake.  Whether it’s a new little league 

field or a skateboard park or a refurbishment of our park or 

capital improvement projects or curing a flooding problem that 

plagued the houses by the Middle School for ten, fifteen years, 

now it’s finally been cured as a result of our own in-house 

efforts. We’re very, very proud of that.  And we did that without 

outside contractors.  And by doing it without outside contractors 

the Borough saves hundreds and thousands of dollars.  We’ll 

continue in the upcoming year to undergo our aggressive grant 

writing campaign.  Please enjoy our new webpage at fortleenj.org, 

which we find to be very informative, user-friendly, readily 

translatable into any language including Korean-American.  We plan 

on and we have new and very creative health insurance initiatives 

that we’re putting into place.  We’re going to utilize our Special 

Projects Team in the future for additional projects.  We have 

environmental initiatives that are going to be put into place in 

2011.  And this body will continue to remain committed to youth 

sports and activities.  It being my understanding and my belief 

that idle time is the devil’s workshop and we’re very, very proud 

of that. We’re committed to the arts here in Fort Lee, 

entertainment  

and programs too numerous to mention.  I do implore and ask every 
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one of you to check our new webpage.  It’s possible to stay active 

in the Borough of Fort Lee anywhere from twelve to fifteen hours a 

day, seven days a week.  Whether it’s summer concerts, health 

fairs, movies in the park, summer dances, programs at The  Jack 

Alter Fort Lee Community Center.  The new communitywide events 

include our annual 5K run to help find a cure for diabetes and our 

newest celebration is the holiday tree celebration.  These are 

merely a sampling of what it is here in Fort Lee that’s new and 

what we plan on implementing again in 2011.  I can assure you that 

we’re all here to -- excuse me -- I could keep you here for the 

balance of the night with a host of other programs and initiatives 

that we’ve already accomplished and that we plan on putting into 

place in 2011.  But I don’t want to beleaguer the point except to 

tell you that we are busy and we have a lot planned for 2011.  The 

last three years was merely an introduction to what we can expect 

here in Fort Lee; 2011 you can expect Redevelopment Area 5 to take 

a productive course of action and go towards its final 

commencement.  We are hopeful. Expect new and creative 

initiatives, such as e-tickets. Expect the best emergency services 

possible as we have in the past. Expect an incredible array of 

community activities and programs. Expect transparency in 

government. Expect me to be accessible as I am 24/7 to the public.  

If you don’t believe me call my cell, 201-424-5014. Expect 

accessibility. Expect a new 9/11 memorial with remnants donated by 

the Port Authority. You know these headlines that are across the 

State and the Country -- and they get worse and worse about 

layoffs and cuts and termination of services, you may remain 

assured that we here in Fort Lee do not anticipate any of those 

extraordinary measures.  And we also expect to continue to 

maintain the same quality of life that we’ve all enjoyed over and 

over again for the last few years.  We continue to read about 

double-digit tax increases, layoffs, diminution in services and we 

can expect here in Fort Lee that we will have continued progress 

and a great quality of life. And I’m going to say this to you and 

I will get myself into trouble politically but that’s okay.  I do 

anticipate in this upcoming year to deliver collectively this body 

to deliver a tax increase on the municipal side to be less than 

one percent.  And I will tell you for the upcoming fiscal year. 

And I know, Peggy, you’re shrieking at this moment but we’re going 

to do it. That is an extraordinary achievement, especially in this 

economy.  No one will ever take that away from this body.  

 

And one last group of thanks I need to extend.  I’d be remiss 

if I didn’t take a moment to thank my wife and kids; to tell them 

that I love them very much. I wanted to tell them that over the 

course of the last three years thanks for waiting to have dinner 

at nine o’clock at night, for allowing me to work on Saturdays and 

Sundays, to support me while I took this drive at the Mayor of the 

Borough of Fort Lee.  Because when I talk about sacrifice, I can’t 

think of three people who have sacrificed more over the last three 

years then them.  So, to Denise, Daniel and Devin, thank you very 

much. Expect great things here in Fort Lee.  There’s many programs 

on deck.  There are many initiatives forthcoming.  Fort Lee is 

slowly but shortly regaining its position as the envy of Bergen 

County.  Even my greatest naysayers cannot take that away from us.  

We’ve accomplished great things here over the course of the last 

three years.  We’re very, very proud of them.  And expect nothing 

less from us in 2011. We are Fort Lee and you deserve nothing 

less. God bless you and thank you.” 
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REORGANIZATION 

 

1-1 – Seating Arrangement and Order of Voting 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the seating arrangement and order of voting of the 

Borough Council for the year 2011 shall be as follows: 

 

 Council Members: Armand Pohan 

                      Harvey Sohmer 

      Jan Goldberg 

      Michael Sargenti 

      Ila Kasofsky 

      Joseph Cervieri 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

REORGANIZATION CONTINUED 

 

1-2 – Appointment of Borough Attorney 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the firm 

DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Borough Attorney, 

for the year 2011; and 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of an attorney for the year 2011 

to serve as Borough Attorney; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, J.S. Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, 

Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP possess the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional legal services 

required by the Borough; and 

  

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that J.S 

Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP legal 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 

relevant factors considered; and 
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WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen and the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Borough 

Attorney, for the year 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to J.S Lee 

Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the 

provision of professional legal services is in the best interests 

of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 

necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said attorney be and is hereby appointed 

as Borough Attorney for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Attorney for the year 2011 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18, as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  

       Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

1-3 – Time and Place of Meetings for 2011 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

as follows: 

 

 1. The schedule listed below of regular meetings of this 

public body is hereby adopted for the year 2011. 

 

 2. A copy of the schedule shall be: 

  

(a) Posted and maintained through the year on the bulletin board at 

the following location: 

 

     Memorial Municipal Building 

     309 Main Street  

     Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 

   (b) Mailed at no cost to the following newspapers: 

             The Record, Jersey Journal, as well as Time Warner 

Cable  
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   (c) Filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk 

 

   (d) Mailed to those who have requested same and have prepaid 

the sum of $10.00 fixed to cover the cost of providing such notice. 

 

   (e) Official action may be taken 

  

R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

 January 6, 2011 – 6:00 p.m.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS            REGULAR MEETINGS 

1st & 3rd Thursday              2nd Thursday 

Scheduled at 7:00 p.m.                 Scheduled at 8:00 p.m. 

Mayor's Conference Room #201           Council Chambers 

 

January  {a)13                               January   (b)20  

February     3 - 17                          February     10  

March        3 - 17                          March        10  

April        7 - 21                          April        14   

May          5 - 19                          May          12  

June         2 - 16                          June          9  

July     {c}14                               July      {d}21  

August   {e}11                               August    {f}18  

September{g} 8 – 22{i}                       September {h}15   

October      6 - 20                          October      13  

November     3                               November     10     

December {j} 8                               December  {k}15       

                                           

There will be no meetings on the following Thursdays: 

 

January 27th - February 24th - March 24th, March 31st - April 28th 

- May 26th - June 23rd, June 30th - July 7th, 28th - August 4th, 

25th – September 1st, September 29th - October 27th - November 

17th, 24th - December 1st, 22nd, 29th 

 

NOTES 

 

a. January 13th Executive Session will be held on the second                                                         

Thursday of the Month and begin at 6:00 p.m. 

 

b. January 20th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  

    Thursday of the Month and begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 

c. July 14th Executive Session Meeting will be held on the second 

Thursday of the month.  

 

d. July 21st Regular Meeting will be held on the third Thursday of 

the month. 

 

e. August 11th Executive Session will be held on the second 

Thursday of the month.   

 

f. August 18th Regular Meeting will be held on the third Thursday 

    of the month.  

 

g. September 8th Executive Session will be held on the second  

    Thursday of the month. 

 

h. September 15th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  

    Thursday of the month. 

 

i. September 22nd Executive Session will be held on the fourth 

    Thursday of the month. 
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j. December 8th Executive Session will be held on the second 

    Thursday of the month. 

 

k. December 15th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  

    Thursday of the month. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously.  

 

 

1-4 – Selection of Council President 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that Council Member Armand Pohan be and is hereby appointed to 

the position of Council President for the year 2011. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

1-5 – Liaison Assignments 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the following be and the same are hereby designated as 

liaisons of the following committees of the Borough of Fort Lee 

for the year 2011: 

 

Ambulance............................................Jan Goldberg 

Americans With Disabilities.........................Harvey Sohmer  

Board of Education...............................Michael Sargenti 

Buildings and Construction........................Joseph Cervieri 

Buildings and Grounds.............................Joseph Cervieri 

Communications.......................................Armand Pohan  

Emergency Management.................................Armand Pohan 

Environmental & Beautification Committee.............Ila Kasofsky 

Film Commission......................................Armand Pohan 

Finance...............................Jan Goldberg & Armand Pohan 

Fire.............................Michael Sargenti & Harvey Sohmer 

Health...............................................Ila Kasofsky 

Historic............................................Harvey Sohmer 

Housing Authority.................................Joseph Cervieri 

Library............................................. Ila Kasofsky 

Local Assistance.....................................Ila Kasoksky 

Municipal Court......................................Jan Goldberg 

Parking Authority...................................Harvey Sohmer 

Parks/Recreation..................Jan Goldberg & Michael Sargenti 

Planning Board.......................................Armand Pohan  

Police............................Armand Pohan & Michael Sargenti 

Public Works........................................Harvey Sohmer  

(Sewers-Sanitation-Roads-Engineering-General Services) 

Rent Leveling....................................Michael Sargenti 

Senior Citizens...................................Joseph Cervieri 

Street Lights........................................Ila Kasofsky 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

2-1 – Introduction of Temporary Budget 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan  
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seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-19 provides that where contracts, 

commitments, or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of  

 

the 2011 Municipal Budget, temporary appropriations should be made 

for the purposes and amounts required in the manner and time 

therein provided; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the date of this Resolution is written the first 

thirty (30) days of January 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations are limited to 26.25% 

of the total appropriations in the 2010 Municipal Budget, 

exclusive of any appropriations made for Debt Service, Capital 

Improvement Fund and Public Assistance in said 2010 Municipal 

Budget, 

 

WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations total $15,764,735, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the following temporary 

appropriations be made and that a certified copy of this 

resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for the 

Borough records: 

 

General Government   

 Salaries & 

Wages  

 Other 

Expenses  

 Mayor & Council    $17,500.00   $ 2,000.00  

 Borough Clerk    $ 35,250.00   $ 4,500.00  

 Administration    $40,000.00   $ 8,000.00  

 Purchasing    $21,500.00   $ 2,000.00  

 Personnel & Data Processing    $30,000.00   $ 5,000.00  

 Collection of Taxes    $45,000.00   $ 5,000.00  

 Legal Services & Costs   

 $                      

-     $55,000.00  

 Municipal Court   

 $                      

-     $12,000.00  

 Engineering Services & Costs    $25,000.00   $ 5,000.00  

 Public Buildings & Grounds    $75,000.00   $18,000.00  

 Planning Board   

 $                      

-     $  1,000.00  

 Board of Adjustment   

 $                      

-     $  1,000.00  

 Senior Citizens Special 

Services   

 $                      

-     $  5,000.00  

 Rent Leveling Board    $12,000.00   $     500.00  

 Insurance: Other   

 $                      

-     $ 700,000.00  

 Insurance: Group   

 $                      

-     $ 690,325.00  

 Elections   

 $                      

-     $   1,500.00  

 Financial Administration   

 $                      

-     $ 10,000.00  

 Assessment of Taxes    $45,000.00   $  5,000.00  

 Municipal Court    $99,000.00   $ 14,000.00  

 Economic Development    $25,000.00   $ 50,000.00  

    

 Public Safety     

    

 Fire Prevention    $75,000.00   $  5,000.00  

 Fire Protection    $30,000.00   $ 40,000.00  



 Aid to Volunteer Fire 

Company   

 $                      

-    

 $                      

-    

 Department of Communications    $100,000.00   $  5,000.00  

 Police    

 

$7,760,075.00   $100,000.00  

 Ambulance Corps    $4,000.00   $  11,000.00  

 E M T    $16,000.00  

 $      

500.00  

 Construction Code Official    $60,000.00   $   4,000.00  

 Emergency Management    $10,000.00   $   2,000.00  

 Communications--Repairs    $25,000.00   $   8,000.00  

    

    

    

 Temporary Budget 

Appropriations     

    

    

 Public Works     

    

 Streets & Roads    $250,000.00  

 $   

15,000.00  

 Street Lighting   

 $                      

-    

 $   

50,000.00  

 Garbage & Trash Removal   

 $                      

-    

 $ 

1,033,944.00  

 Sewers    $ 45,000.00  

 $     

4,000.00  

 Bergen County Sewer Utility 

O/C   

 $                      

-    

 $  

700,000.00  

 Auto Repair   

 $                      

-    

 $    

30,000.00  

 Prior Year Bills   

 $                      

-    

 $                      

-    

    

 Health, Welfare & Recreation     

    

 Board of Health    $85,000.00   $ 10,000.00  

 Recreation    $75,000.00   $ 10,000.00  

 Administration of Human 

Services    $15,000.00   $   1,000.00  

 General Services    $65,000.00   $   3,500.00  

 Parks    $95,000.00   $   4,000.00  

 Maintenance of Free Public 

Library   

 $                      

-     $550,000.00  

 Celebration of Public Events   

 $                      

-     $  10,000.00  

 Senior Citizens    $10,000.00  

 $    

5,000.00  

 Elevator Inspections    $10,000.00  

 $                       

-    

 Senior Citizens Special 

Services   

 $                      

-     $ 50,000.00  

 Fort Lee Community Center    $10,000.00   $ 10 ,000.00  

    

 Utilities     

    

 Gasoline   

 $                      

-     $ 40,000.00  

 Fuel Oil   

 $                      

-     $   5,000.00  

 Electricity   

 $                      

-     $ 85,000.00  

 Water   

 $                      

-     $10,000.00  



 Telephone   

 $                      

-     $50,000.00  

 Fire Hydrant   

 $                      

-     $40,000.00  

    

 Contributions to:     

    

 Public Employees Retirement 

System    

 $                      

-     $ 40,000.00  

 F I C A   

 $                      

-     $250,000.00  

 Consolidated Police & 

Fireman's Pension   

 $                      

-     $  20,457.00  

 Police & Fireman's 

Retirement System   

 $                      

-     $517,530.00  

    

 TOTALS:   

 $  

9,210,325.00  

 $  

5,314,756.00  

    

 GRAND TOTAL:    

 $  

14,525,081.00  

    

    

 RESOLUTION     

    

 Temporary Budget 

Appropriations     

    

 DEBT SERVICE     

    

 Payment of Bond Principal   

 

$5,000,000.00   

 Payment of Bond Interest   

 

$1,875,000.00   

 Payment of Interest on Notes   

 $   

558,921.00   

 Green Trust Principal & 

Interest   

 $     

31,100.00   

 Bergen County Improvement Authority 

Payment  

 $     

71,671.00   

 New Jersey Economic 

Development Authority   

 $     

10,000.00   

    

 Total Debt Service:   

 $ 

7,546,692.00   

    

 Capital Improvements     

    

 Capital Improvement Fund   

 $    

50,000.00   

 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

 

3-1 – Borough Auditor 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Steve Wielkotz, of the firm of 

Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as Borough Auditor.  

 

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
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WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the services of a registered municipal accountant for 2011; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Steve Wielkotz and the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, 

Cerullo & Cuva possess the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide professional accounting services 

required by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steve 

Wielkotz, of the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva 

registered municipal accounting services will be the most 

advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steve Wielkotz and the 

firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as the 

borough’s registered municipal accountant, for the year 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without  

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Steve 

Wielkotz and the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva  for 

the provision of professional accounting services is in the best 

interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 

is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said registered municipal accountant be 

and is hereby appointed for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Auditor for the year 2011 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
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The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-2 – Borough Engineer 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering to serve 

as Borough Engineer. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of an engineer for the year 2011 

to serve as Borough Engineer; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Stephen Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave  

possess the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to 

provide professional engineering services required by the Borough; 

and  

 

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

Stephen Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave’s engineering 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 

relevant factors considered; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Stephen Boswell and the 

firm of Boswell McClave Engineering to serve as Borough Engineer, 

for the year 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Stephen 

Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave, for the provision of 

professional engineering services is in the best interests of the 

Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 

the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said engineer be and is hereby appointed 

as Borough Engineer for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair and 

open” process; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Engineer for the year 2011 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-3 – Borough Prosecutors 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Arthur Balsamo and Raffi Khorozian 

to serve as Borough Prosecutors. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the services of a Borough Prosecutor for the year 2011 to 

provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of 

the Municipal Court of said Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 

appropriations to compensate said attorneys; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11 et 

seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of  

contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids 

must be publicly advertised, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that Arthur Balsamo and Raffi Khorozian, 

be and are hereby appointed as Borough Prosecutors for the year 

2011; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 

public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts 

Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically 

exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for the Borough 

Prosecutors shall be $25,000.00 paid through the Borough payroll 

for 2011 with no other compensation; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of this resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper 

within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-4 – Public Defender 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Kevin Corriston to serve as Public 

Defender. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
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 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Public Defender for the year 

2011 to provide general legal representation for the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget to 

compensate said Public Defender; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from any requirement of public advertising for bids 

provided a notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of 

general circulation within the municipality,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

1. Kevin Corriston be and is hereby appointed as Public 

Defender for the year 2011 without public advertisement for bids. 

 

2. Compensation for said Public Defender shall be $25,000.00 

through the Borough payroll for 2011 with no other compensation. 

 

3. The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this 

resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) 

days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-5A – Bond Counsel 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of McManimon & 

Scotland, LLC to serve as Bond Counsel. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 

bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 

matters for 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, McManimon & Scotland, LLC, possess the requisite 

expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 

bonding services required by the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

law firm of McManimon & Scotland, LLC bond counsel services will 

be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 

considered, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

 1. McManimon & Scotland, LLC, One Riverview Plaza, Fourth 

Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07102-5408, is also hereby retained as 

Bond Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 

statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to McManimon 

& Scotland, LLC for the provision of professional bond counsel 

services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby  

appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsel for the year 2011 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

  

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-5B – Bond Counsel 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of DeCotiis, 

Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, to serve as Bond Counsel. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 

bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 

matters for 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, possess the 

requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 

professional bonding services required by the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

law firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP bond counsel 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 

relevant factors considered, 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

 1. DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, 500 Frank W. Burr, 

Boulevard, Fifth Floor, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666, is also hereby 

retained as Bond Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to DeCotiis, 

Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the provision of professional bond 

counsel services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby 

appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsel for the year 2011 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-5C – Bond Counsel 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of Nowell Amoroso Klein 

Bierman, P.A., to serve as Bond Counsel. 

 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 

bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 

matters for 2011; and 
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Nowell Amoroso Klein Bierman, P.A. possess the 

requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 

professional bonding services required by the Borough; and  

 

 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

law firm of Nowell Amoroso Klein Bierman, P.A. bond counsel 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 

relevant factors considered, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 

 1. Nowell Amoroso Klein Bierman, P.A., 155 Polifly Road,  

Hackensack, New Jersey 07601, is also hereby retained as Bond 

Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Nowell 

Amoroso Klein Bierman, P.A., for the provision of professional 

bond counsel services is in the best interests of the Borough and 

the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby 

appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsel for the year 2011 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
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 The Resolution was approved unanimously 

 

 

3-6 – Special Tax Counsel 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Steven Muhlstock to serve as Special 

Tax Counsel. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Special Tax Counsel for the 

year 2011 to serve as Special Tax Counsel; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Steven Muhlstock of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock, 

Chewcaskie, LLP, possess the requisite expertise and skilled 

personnel required to provide professional special tax counsel 

legal services required by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steven 

Muhlstock of the firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock, Chewcaskie, LLP, 

special tax counsel services will be the most advantageous to the 

Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steven Muhlstock of the 

firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP to serve as 

Special Tax Council, for the year 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Steven 

Muhlstock of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP   

for the provision of professional special tax counsel legal 

services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Special Tax Counsel is hereby 

appointed for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair and open” process;  
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and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Special 

Tax Counsel for the year 2011 shall be claimed, approved and paid 

in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, 

and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the 

parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

funds are available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-7 – Labor Attorney 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the law firm of 

DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Labor Negotiations 

Attorney. 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a labor negotiator for the 

year 2011 to serve as Labor Attorney; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006 and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, J.S. Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, 

Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, possess the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional legal services 

required by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the  

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, Teaneck and Trenton, 

New Jersey legal services will be the most advantageous to the 

Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen of the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Labor 

Attorney for the year 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without  
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competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to J.S Lee 

Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the 

provision of professional legal services is in the best interests 

of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 

necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Labor Attorney be and is hereby 

appointed for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Labor  

Attorney for the year 2011 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 

available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-8 – Municipal Court/Police Department/Economic Development 

Accountant 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Michael Condosta to serve as an 

Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police Department, and Office 

of Economic Development. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 

books for the Municipal Court, Police Department and Office of 

Economic Development for the year 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael Condosta possess the requisite expertise 

and skilled personnel required to provide professional accounting 

services required by the Borough; and  

  

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

Michael Condosta, CPA, accounting services will be the most  
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advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Michael Condosta to 

serve as the Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police Department 

and Office of Economic Development for the year 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 

statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Michael 

Condosta, for the provision of professional accounting services is 

in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Accountant be and is hereby 

appointed for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 

and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation shall be at $100.00 

per hour for said accounting services for the year 2011  for the 

Municipal Court not to exceed $6,840 annually for the Police 

Department not to exceed $8,550 annually and for the Office of 

Economic Development not to exceed $10,260 annually, approved and 

paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their 

proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between 

the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that funds are available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-9 – Rent Leveling Board Attorney 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Carolyn Kristal to serve as Rent 

Leveling Attorney. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the services of a Rent Leveling Attorney for the year 2011 

to provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of 

the Rent Leveling Board of said Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 

appropriations to compensate said attorney; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11 et 

seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of 

contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids 

must be publicly advertised, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that Carolyn Kristal be and is hereby 

appointed as Rent Leveling Board Attorney for the year 2011; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 

public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts 

Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically 

exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for the Rent 

Leveling Board Attorney shall be $17,500 through the Borough 

payroll for 2011 with no other compensation and that a salary 

ordinance shall be adopted to reflect said compensation; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that notice of the award of this 

contract shall be published in a qualified newspaper within ten 

(10) days as provided by the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-10 – Treasurer 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Joseph Iannaconi to serve as 

Treasurer. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee that Joseph Iannaconi be and is hereby appointed as 

Treasurer for the year 2011. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-11 – Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated William Katchen to serve as Building 

Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant. 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 

books for the Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau for 

the year 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, William Katchen possess the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional accounting 

services required by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

William Katchen, accounting services will be the most advantageous 

to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated William Katchen to 

serve as the Accountant for the Building Department and Fire 

Prevention Bureau for the year 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 

Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 

statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to William 

Katchen for the provision of professional accounting services is 

in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 

this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Accountant be and is hereby 

appointed for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said accounting 

services for the year 2011 shall be at a fee not to exceed 

$12,825.00 annually at a rate of $100.00 per hour, approved and 

paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their 

proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between 

the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified 

that funds are available; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

  

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3-12 – Insurance Risk Manager 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Risk Management Consultant 

for the year 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  

 

 

 

 



Reorganization Meeting      January 6, 2011 

                                                         Page #29 

 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, David J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc. possess 

the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 

professional risk management services required by the Borough; and

  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that David 

J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc, risk management consulting 

services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 

relevant factors considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated David J. Vozza of the 

Vozza Agency, Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Risk Management 

Consultant for the year 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to David J. 

Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc., for the provision of risk 

management services is in the best interests of the Borough and 

the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Risk Management Consulting Services 

be and is hereby appointed for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the bylaws for the Municipal 

Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund and the South Bergen 

Municipal Joint Insurance Fund indicate a minimum fee equal to six 

percent (6%)of the municipal assessment which expenditure 

represents reasonable compensation for the services required and 

is included in the assessment for these funds; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Risk 

Management Consulting Services for the year 2011 shall be paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 

3-13 – Health Benefits Consulting Services 

 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Health Benefits Consultant 

for the year 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 

notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 

Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1
st
, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Brown and Brown Metro, Inc., possess the requisite 

expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 

risk management services required by the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Brown 

and Brown Metro, Inc, health benefits consulting services will be 

the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 

considered; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Brown and Brown Metro, 

Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Health Benefits Consultant for the 

year 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 

firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 

competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 

available for public inspection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Brown and 

Brown Metro, Inc., for the provision of health benefits consulting 

services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 

implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Borough, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Health Benefits Consulting Services 

be and is hereby appointed for the year 2011 pursuant to a “fair 

and open” process; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Health 

Benefits Consulting Services for the year 2011 shall be paid in 

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 

pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 

qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

4-1A – Designation of Depositories 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 

designate a depository or depositories for its monies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 

Lee recommended that the following banks be named as depositories: 

 

     Woori Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

 Bank of America, Fort Lee, NJ 

 TD Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

 State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund 

 Capital One Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

     PNC Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

     Royal Asian Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

     Wilshire State Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the above named banks are hereby 

designated as depositories for the Current, Trust, Capital, and 

Welfare sections of the accounts of the Borough of Fort Lee for 

2011. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 

  

 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 

Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 

may designate. 

 

2. All disbursements from said account shall be made by 

checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 

Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

4-1B – Designation of Depository 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 

designate a depository for its monies; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 

Lee recommended that the following bank be named as a depository: 

 

     Mariners Bank, Edgewater, NJ. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the above named bank is hereby designated 

as a depository for the Borough of Fort Lee for 2011. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 

  

 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 

Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 

may designate. 

 

2. All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by 

checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 

Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

  

4-2 – Designation of Tax Receiving Agency 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 

the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-122.3 became effective February 8, 1980, 

allowing municipalities to designate a bank or trust company to 

receive current tax payments, current water and sewer rents, as  

well as other public monies under the supervision of the tax 

collector. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 

Lee has recommended that PNC Bank, Fort Lee, New Jersey be 

designated as the “Official Tax Receiving Agency” of the 

municipality; 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services must give his approval for the authorization of awarding 

of this contract, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that PNC Bank, Fort Lee, New Jersey be named 

the Official Tax Receiving Agency of the Borough of Fort Lee for 

2011; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney is hereby 

directed to prepare said contract, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk 

are authorized to execute the contract for the “Official Tax 

Receiving Agency”.  

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

4-3 – Designation of Newspapers 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that pursuant to NJSA 40:53-1, the following newspapers are  
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hereby designated as official advertisements and notices required 

by law to be published by the Borough of Fort Lee: 

 

The Record 

Jersey Journal 

The Press Journal 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 

 

5-1 – Planning Board – Class III 

 

 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Ordinance 261-1 of the codified 

ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee, provides that the Borough 

Council shall designate and appoint a member of the Borough 

Planning Board, pursuant to such ordinance and to New Jersey 

Statutes in such cases made and provided; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment deem it to 

be in the best interest of the Borough that such appointment be 

made, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Armand Pohan 

be and is hereby designated and appointed by the Borough Council 

and as the Borough Council Member of the Borough Planning Board 

pursuant to Borough Ord. 261-1 et seq. of the codified ordinances  

of the Borough of Fort Lee and pursuant to New Jersey Statues in 

such cases made and provided, the term of such appointment to be 

for the period of one year in accordance with the foregoing 

ordinance and statutes. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

5-2 – Multiple Dwelling Commission 

 

 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 321-3 requires the appointment of 

a Council Appointee to act as chairman of the Fort Lee Multiple 

Dwelling Emergency Commission; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the Borough to 

make such appointment, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Joseph 

Cervieri be and  is hereby appointed to the Fort Lee Multiple 

Dwelling Emergency Commission to act as Chairman thereof pursuant 

to Borough Ordinance, and in particular Ord. 321-3 of such 

appointment to be in accordance with such Ordinance for a period 

of one year. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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5-3 – Parking Authority 

 

Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 

seconded, the following Resolution:  

 

 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 79-2 of the codified ordinances of 

the Borough of Fort Lee provides that the Borough Council shall 

designate and appoint a member of the Borough Parking Authority, 

pursuant to such ordinance and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in 

such cases made and provided and in particular, RS 40:11A-4 et 

seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment, deem it 

to be made in the best interest of the Borough that such 

appointment be made, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that James Viola, Sr. be and 

hereby is designated and appointed by the Borough Council as a 

member of the Parking Authority pursuant to Borough Ordinance 79-1 

et seq. of the codified ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee and 

pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and provided, 

the term of such appointment to be for a period of five (5) years 

in accordance with the foregoing ordinance and statutes. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

 

MAYOR’S NOMINATIONS TO BOARDS 

 

6-1 – Board of Adjustment 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Harry Liapes, Michael Horton and 

Douglas Sugarman to serve as a member on the Board of Adjustment 

for a four (4) year term expiring December 31, 2014. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Daniel Murphy to serve as alternate 

member #1 on the Board of Adjustment for a two (2) year term 

expiring December 31, 2012. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-2 – Advisory Committee for the Disabled 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Barbara Rivlin and Marilyn Sussman 

to serve as members of the Advisory Committee for the Disabled for 

three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2013. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-3 – Environmental and Beautification Committee 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated William Camal, James Gencarelli,  

 

 



Reorganization Meeting                            January 6, 2011 

                                                         Page #35 

 

Munir Rizwani and Byong J. Suh to serve as members of the 

Environmental & Beautification Committee for one (1) year terms 

expiring December 31, 2011. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Marcia Cooper, Richard Radoian, John 

Klein and Phyllis Lowe, to serve as members of the Environmental 

and Beautification Committee for two (2) year terms  expiring 

December 31, 2012. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Maria Cafasso, Anthony Lione, Paul 

Friedman and George Makroulakis to serve as members of the 

Environmental and  Beautification Committee for three (3) year 

terms expiring December 31, 2013. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-4 – Board of Ethics 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Nat Infurna and Marvin Rothenberg to 

serve as members of the Board of Ethics for five (5) year terms 

expiring December 31, 2015. 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 

the nominations were confirmed unanimously.,  

       

 

 

6-5 – Fort Lee Film Commission 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Jan Goldberg to serve as Council 

Liaison to the Fort Lee Film Commission for the year 2011. 

 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 

Cervieri, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Marc Perez and Donna Brennan to 

serve as members of the Fort Lee Film Commission for two (2) year 

terms expiring December 31, 2012. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-6 – Board of Health 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Teresa Morgillo and Monica Cho to 

serve as members of the Board of Health for three (3) year terms 

expiring December 31, 2013. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
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Mayor Sokolich nominated Ethel Blumenthal to serve as a 

member of the Board of Health for a three (3) year term expiring 

December 31, 2013. 

 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed on the following roll call: 

 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sargenti, Kasofsky 

 

NAY: Councilman Sohmer 

 

ABSTAIN: Councilman Goldberg 

 

PRESENT: Councilman Cervieri 

  

 

6-7 - Historic Site, Structure, Cultural and Landmark Committee 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilman Harvey Sohmer to serve as 

a member of the Historic Site, Structure, Cultural, & Landmark 

Committee for a one (1) year term expiring December 31, 2013. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Kevin Cerrago, Stacy D’Arc and 

Patrick Hammmer to serve as members of the Historic Site, 

Structure, Cultural, & Landmark Committee for three (3) year terms 

expiring December 31, 2013. 

 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 

Cervieri, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Nami Shin to serve as a member of 

the Historic Site, Structure, Cultural, & Landmark Committee for 

an unexpired term through December 31, 2012. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-8- - Housing Authority 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Delores Steinberg to serve as a 

member of the Housing Authority for a five (5) year term expiring 

December 31, 2015. 

          

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Elsie O’Neill to serve as a member 

of the Housing Authority for an unexpired term through December 

31, 2011. 

          

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed on the following roll call: 
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AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 

ABSTENTIONS: Council Members Pohan, Goldberg 

 

 

6-9 – Library Board of Trustees 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Susan Kumar to serve as a member 

of the Library Board of Trustees for a five (5) year term expiring 

December 31, 2015.  

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-10 – Local Assistance Board 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Fr. Stephen Carey to serve as a 

member of the Local Assistance Board for a four (4) year term 

expiring December 31, 2014. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Patricia Rumi to serve as a member 

of the Local Assistance Board for a one (1) year term expiring 

December 31, 2011. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-11 – Rent Leveling Board 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated John Cordova, Marie Clement and Roy 

Lippin to serve as members of the Rent Leveling Board for three 

(3) year terms expiring December 31, 2013. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Cheryl Karpman to serve as a member 

of the Rent Leveling Board for unexpired term through December 31, 

2012. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sargenti, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-12 – Senior Citizens’ Council 

 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Kay Nest to serve as Director of the 

Senior Citizens’ Council for a one (1) year term expiring December 

31, 2011. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
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 Mayor Sokolich nominated James Viola, Sr. and Elaine Grant to 

serve as members of the Senior Citizens’ Council for two (2) year 

terms expiring December 31, 2012. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

6-13 – Sign/Façade Review Committee 

 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Andrew Kim, Howard Joh and Frank 

Patti to serve on the Sign/Façade Review Committee for one (1) 

year terms expiring December 31, 2011. 

 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 

 

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 

 

6-13A – Sign/Façade Review Committee 

 

Mayor Sokolich appointed Michael Villano as his  

representative to the Sign/Façade Review Committee for a one (1) 

year term expiring December 31, 2011. 

 

 Mayor Sokolich appointed Donald Porrino as his designee to 

the Sign/Façade Review Committee for a one (1) year term expiring 

December 31, 2011. 

 

 

7-1 – Planning Board 

 

 Mayor Sokolich appointed the following to the Fort Lee 

Planning Board: 

 

 

 Louis LaMastro – Class I – Concurrent With Mayor’s Term of  

                       Office Through December 31, 2011 

 

 Byong J. Suh – Class II – One (1) Year Term Through  

                     December 31, 2011 

                   

     Janet Cooney - Class IV – Four (4) Year Term Through  

                     December 31, 2014 

 

 Rose Dicker - Class IV – Four (4) Year Term Through  

                    December 31, 2014 

 

 Jimmy Kim - Class IV Alternate #1 – Two (2) Year Term 

             December 31, 2012 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

8-1 – Police Physicians 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
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 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Physicians 

for the year 2011. 

 

 Dr. Louis Angioletti  Dr. Richard Finizio 

 Dr. Raymond Darakjian  Dr. Gregory Pappas 

 Dr. Ahmed Fahmy   Dr. Kenneth Kutner 

 Dr. Robert Monahan   Dr. Barry Herstik 

 Dr. Mark Hagopian   Dr. Clemens Loew 

 Dr. Neil Kolsky   Dr. Kevin Basralian 

 Dr. George Azzariti   Dr. Gene Rosenberg 

 Dr. Michael Vincent   Dr. Patricia A. Farrell 

 Dr. Jerome Goldfischer  Dr. Joseph A. Holzapfel 

 Dr. Jeffrey Rappaport  Dr. Alfred D. Kulik 

 Dr. Alan Barry Port   Dr. Michael Friedman 

 Dr. Samuel Suede   Dr. Anna J. Lavotshkin 

 Dr. Gino S. Ramundo           Dr. Kyu S. Wang 

 Dr. Parmod K. Sharma          Dr. Richard Weiner 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

8-2 – School Crossing Guards 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body that the following be 

appointed as School Crossing Guards in the Borough of Fort Lee 

without authority to carry a firearm: 

 

Ahmed, Laique        Alessio, Dorothy       Anides, Deborah  

Barrerio, Lidia  Bauer, Arnold          Bianchetto, Dennis  

Bottini, Albert      Bove, Patrick          Cabrera, Yolanda     

Campolongo, Ronald   Cerchio, Mary          D’Ambrosio, Lucia      

DeLiberto, Carmine   DeLiberto, Michael     DePanicis, Armand      

Di Perna, Vito       Elisberg, Harriet      Emadzadeh, Maria  

Flisfeder, Valentin  Garay, Jasmine         Greenberg, Herb 

Harbus, Susan        Hansen, Erik           Huang, Jennifer        

Khemlani, Deepa      Karabatsos, Dionysios  Ko, Wai Ping         

Kokkinos, George     Magnone, Joseph        Mancino, Michael       

Naughton, Patricia   McNerney, Charles      Medaglia, Donna        

Nam, Yoongson        Occhipinti, Joann      Ok, Bong Hi            

Ok, Young S.         Pacheco, Jairo         Patrick, Susan         

Puhky, Izrail        Russo, Daniel          Scrivanich, Steven     

Scrivanich, Yolanda  Silvia Barbara         Stephens, Marie        

Talocco, Ursula      Triantafillou, Athena    

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

8-3 – Police Guards (Matrons) 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 

Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Guards 

(Matrons) in the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2011: 

 

 Kathy Patrick    Elizabeth Connell 

 Janice Pagano    Charlene Ortiz 

 Catherine Blue                
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 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

9-1 – Establishing Rate of Interest for Tax Delinquencies 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, the provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 direct that the 

governing body of each municipality may fix the rate of interest 

to be charged for the non-payment of taxes or assessments on or 

before the date when they would become delinquencies, and may 

further provide that no interest shall be charged if on payment of 

any installment is made within the tenth calendar day following 

the date upon which the same became payable; and  

 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-67 further provides that the rate of 

interest so fixed shall not exceed eight percent (8%) on the first 

one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of the delinquency and 

eighteen percent (18%) per annum on any amount in excess of one 

thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500), 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee do hereby fix, in accordance with the 

provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 the rate of interest to be charged for  

the non-payment of taxes or assessments at eight percent (8%) per 

annum on the first one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of 

the delinquency, provided, however, that no interest shall be 

charged if payment of any installation is made within the tenth 

calendar day following the date upon which the same became 

payable. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

9-2 – Re-establishing Petty Cash Fund 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee do hereby authorize and establish a petty cash fund for 

the Borough Treasurer and other various departments; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council authorize the Borough 

Treasurer to draw a check from the current account in the amount 

of $500.00 payable to Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., petty cash, and 

various authorized amounts for the other various departments, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with NJSA 

40A:5-21 said petty cash funds be established. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

9-3 – Cash Management Plan 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 

seconded, the following Resolution: 
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-14 requires the Borough of Fort Lee 

to adopt a Cash Management Plan; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee adopts its Cash Management 

Plan annually; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Cash Management Plan shall be designated to 

assure the extent practicable the investment of local funds in 

interest bearing accounts and may be modified from time to time  

in order to reflect changes in Federal or State law or 

regulations; and 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 

Cash Management Plan be continued for 2011. 

 

 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

9-4 – Borough Clerk (PACO Officer) 

 

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 

seconded, the following Resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is required to designate a 

Public Agency Compliance Officer to insure that proper forms are 

distributed and completed before contracts are awarded by the  

Borough and documents and manuals are made available to 

prospective contractors, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is 

hereby appointed to serve as the Public Agency Compliance Officer 

(PACO) for the year 2011 in the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Councilman Pohan – “First of all I’d like to congratulate Jan 

Goldberg and Ila Kasofsky on their return to this Council.  It is 

a pleasure to serve with them and I look forward to serving with 

them again at least for this year.  Second, I’d like to thank my 

fellow Council persons who are electing me as the Council 

President and also for their appointment of me for the Planning 

Board.  I particularly relish my time on the Planning Board.  I 

think it’s an important function that’s performed by the Planning 

Board here in the town.  And, hopefully, the Planning Board will 

have some big work to do this year if we get past the settlement 

of the Centuria case.  Then, hopefully, before the end of 2011 a 

developer or developers will be applying to the Planning Board for 

approval of their project/projects.  In that regard, Mr. Mayor, 

I’d like to, on behalf of the Planning Board, thank the Borough 

Attorney, Lee Cohen; as well as the Planning Board Attorney, Glenn 

Kienz, who so ably represented the Planning Board in the case that 

the Mayor was mentioning that was decided yesterday.  While it did 

not completely extinguish the litigation of the Tucker Group as 

plaintiff in that case, it did importantly uphold the Planning 

Board’s designation of that redevelopment area as a blighted area, 

as an area in need of redevelopment. 

And the Planning Board and its individuals were dismissed from the 

case and that’s a very significant victory for the Borough and for 

the Planning Board.  Last week about a day and a half  
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after the storm I called Peggy Thomas, and kiddingly asked her why 

is my street always the last one that’s plowed.  And, of course, 

there is always some street in the Borough of Fort Lee that is the 

last street plowed.  But, fortunately, the last street plowed in 

the Borough of Fort Lee gets plowed a lot sooner than the last 

street that gets plowed in the City of New York; thank goodness.  

The point I really want to make is to thank all of the emergency 

services, Steve Ferraro in Emergency Management; the Chief of 

Police; Tony Lione, the head of DPW.  Thanks to all of the 

emergency services who worked through the night and day to clean 

up our streets, to keep the traffic moving to enable emergency 

vehicles to get through the town safely.  I think that in this 

record storm they did a record good job and I want to thank them 

for that on behalf of all of us.  I believe I can do that safely.  

So much of the work of the town goes on despite what we do or 

don’t do up here.  The work of the town is largely done behind the 

scenes and there’s much work that goes on everyday behind the 

scenes and some of us are involved in that work.  And I hope that 

some of those initiatives, which are going on will come to 

fruition this year. The Mayor mentioned the constant effort to 

resolve the litigation of the Centuria project.  And I think 

that’s one of my hopes to see this year is to see that completed.  

We’ve been working very hard on a revision of some of the 

provisions of the Borough’s Zoning Ordinances to bring some 

clarification to sections that befuddle the Planning Board and the 

Board of Adjustment and sometimes provide loopholes the size and 

width of Park Avenue for people to walk through or prance through.  

We want to try to close those loopholes.  And I hope to see those 

Zoning amendments introduced sometime in the early part of this 

year.  The Mayor is working for a very ambitious goal of a zero or 

close to zero tax increase.  You must understand how daunting a 

proposition that is considering that there are parts of this 

budget over which we have little or no control.  We get a bill 

which we haven’t received yet annually from the Bergen County 

Utilities Authority (BCUA) and we don’t know whether they’re going 

to raise our rates five percent, ten percent or fifteen percent.  

They kind of are out there doing their own thing and then send us 

a bill.  And unless we can control the rate of flush of the people 

in town we’re sort of stuck with that bill and we have to work 

around it. We’ve previously sued the BCUA about the rates that 

they charge us and that suit is still pending.  But that’s one of 

the daunting pieces.  Another daunting piece is health insurance, 

which as we all know, keeps on going up and up and up despite so-

called healthcare reform, which in my own personal opinion was not 

reformed enough.  But that’s for another day.  But, in the 

meantime, we are trying very hard to tweak our healthcare costs 

and try to find some creative ways of not -- unfortunately not 

being able to reduce them but to mitigate them.  And Jan and I are 

working hard on that.  We hope to have some results to bring to 

the Mayor and Council before very long.  And, finally, while as we 

all know the Governor’s initiatives capping the severance packages 

for public employees caused a large number of our police force to 

take retirement this year.  We believe that we can work within the 

numbers of police that we have on the force at the present time.  

Fortunately, Mayor, it was never 112; we got up to about 109 with 

an authorization to 112 but we never reached 112.  We’re at 89 and 

holding right now and I think the Chief is doing a great job in 

using the manpower that’s available to him in a more efficient 

way.  I think that I have some concern and I think that the rest 

of us have some concern that in the process of that reduction the 
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ratio of Chiefs to Indians has gone a little bit out of balance.  

We’ve had two police studies done in the past ten years.  Both of 

those studies recommended a ratio of about 3 to 1 of Chiefs to 

patrol officers. And by chiefs I don’t mean just the Police Chief.  

There is only one Chief.  He is irreplaceable.  He is sitting in 

the back row and he’s watching me very carefully.  But I’m also 

talking about the captains, lieutenants and sergeants. All these 

people that have to man all of the various departments within the 

Police Department including the Traffic Division and  Community 

Policing Division and so forth. So I think that while without 

increasing the number of officers, it may be appropriate before 

long to give the Chief a little more help with his administrative 

staffing.  So, those are some of the things that we’re working on, 

Mr. Mayor, that I hope to see come to fruition in the early part 

of this year.  

 

And, again, thank you to my fellow Council people for your 

vote of support for me.”  

 

 

Councilman Sohmer – “Congratulations to Ila and Jan on their re-

election.  I know they fought a hard battle this year.  And you 

could tell by what happened in Bergen County that Fort Lee was 

very fortunate to put back two democrats on this Council. 

They’re great additions to this Council.  They work very hard with 

the rest of us.  We all work very hard.  And you’re welcome back 

with open arms.  I’d just like to say regarding our DPW the last 

storm we had was a real killer for us in Fort Lee.  Men were out 

hours and hours.  In fact, the Mayor and I rode around and luckily 

he had a four-wheel drive truck because it was just terrible out 

there.  We couldn’t see.  It was just unbelievable.  And I don’t 

know how our DPW workers did it; as well as the Fire Department 

and the Police Department and all our emergency services.  They 

were just terrific.  I understand that this coming Tuesday we’re 

going to have another storm.  We’re going to have one tomorrow 

night.  So, we’re not done yet.  It’s going to be a tough winter.  

So just remember if you live on a snow street your cars must be 

removed from the street; otherwise you will be ticketed or you 

will be towed.  We don’t want to do that but we have to keep the 

traffic moving in town. So, I just want to let everybody know, if 

you live on a snow street please take your cars off the street.  

Also, from the DPW, you cannot put monitors, CPUs, printers, 

keyboards, faxes, copiers, laptops and components such as hard 

drives, circuit boards, speakers, modems, motherboards and power 

supplies in your garbage anymore.  The garbage men will not take 

them.  This is a new BCUA rule.  This is a law that they put into 

effect.  You can call the BCUA at 201-807-5825.  If you’d like to 

bring it up to our DPW yard, the instrument that you are trying to 

get rid of, you can do that.  There will be a dumpster up there.  

You can call the DPW at 201-592-3634.  You cannot put them in your 

garbage.  Your garbage men will just leave them at the curb.  They 

will leave them in your apartment building.  They will not take 

them.  So, I just wanted everybody to know that.  

 

Again, congratulations to Jan and Ila. And congratulations to 

my colleague, Mr. Pohan on his appointment as Council President.” 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – “I would like to thank the voters of Fort 

Lee for returning us back onto the podium.  And it’s an honor to  
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serve and in these challenging times it’s actually almost like a 

rush to find ways to beat the system and to get things to be  

under the cap.  And I can assure you that one thing we will be is 

under the cap this year on spending.  I also want to thank the 

Democratic Party for their support in getting us re-elected. 

So thank you, Kay. Thank you, Jimmy.  And I’m liaison to a few 

departments and I look forward to working with them; the Film 

Commission and the Ambulance Corps.  And finance with Peggy and 

Joe again; it’s been a long time.  And the Municipal Court. 

And I, too, like the Mayor look back and look at things that we 

said we were going to do and sometimes they happen and sometimes 

they don’t.  But I think that as far as the things that Armand 

talked about, about some creative things, about the health 

benefits, I am hoping that we will have this presented in February 

and enacted by March 1
st
.  And we’re also looking at a way to 

increase revenue, which is computerizing the Police Department 

cars with a system called e-tickets.  And I actually have the 

contract, which I gave to the Mayor to disseminate.  He was happy 

with them.  I think this is a way that we will generate revenue.  

Obviously, if you don’t break the law you have nothing to worry 

about.  If you don’t pass a  red light, you have nothing to worry 

about and if you don’t make an illegal turn you have nothing to 

worry about.  And I want to thank the Police, Lieutenant Bendul 

and Officer Provenzano, for the work that they did on this.  I 

want to thank the Chief for his cooperation in this because, as 

the Mayor said when he spoke to the unions, these programs don’t 

work unless the departments that they apply welcome them with open 

arms.  So again, Chief, thanks a lot for your support.  And I want 

to thank my wife for allowing me to do this again. 

 

And, again, I want to thank the Fort Lee people for voting 

and retuning me to my seat.” 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich - “Thank you, Jan, and welcome back.  And I’d be 

remiss if I also didn’t congratulate Ila.  But I will say there’s 

something about elected official spouses; there really should be 

some sort of support group out there where you can meet and 

convene. But I know I’m never home.  And Jane, and my wife, 

Denise, are here.  Thank you very much for letting us do this 

work.” 

 

 

Councilman Sargenti – “Congratulations to Jan and Ila. To the 

voters, thank you for returning them. Our work here is never done.  

We are always trying to find new ways to save money, trying to 

find new ways to create money and to keep taxes down.  I would 

just like to say Happy New Year to everybody and have a safe 2011.   

And to all the emergency services departments in the Borough Fort 

Lee everybody says how do they do it?  Well, I’ll tell you what, 

there are a lot of people out there with snow plows and pickup 

trucks. From the Police Department keeping the roads safe and 

keeping the people moving, to our plows being out there, you know, 

making paths so our people can move and our emergency services can 

get through is not an easy job.  They drive all hours of the 

night.  They get confronted with angry homeowners or building 

people trying to put the snow somewhere and here they come up the 

block and they’re I am shoveling the same spot I shoveled.  But 

understand one thing.  There’s no place to put the snow.  And that 

kind of snow was unbearable and 
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I think our people did a great job doing it. Hopefully this storm 

goes out to sea before it hits us here but we’ll see.  

 

 That’s all I have, Mr. Mayor.  Armand congratulations on 

your Council Presidency.” 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – “I want to thank my colleagues on the 

Council and Mayor Sokolich for your continued support.   

Thank you to Kay Nest, our Democratic Chairwoman, for your work, 

your love, your support, your health.  You are an endless supply 

of goodwill in Fort Lee and we all appreciate you. I want to 

acknowledge Joan Alter is here with us.  Thank you for joining us 

tonight.  Most of all, thank you, the voters, for your vote and 

your confidence in November.  I continue to do what is in the best 

interest of Fort Lee and be responsive to the residents.  We have 

a lot of challenges.  Our budget is a big challenge.  We start 

each year anew but I promise we will continue to try to reduce 

costs in 2011. Redevelopment Area 5 is our challenge.  The 

redevelopment proposal plan is in the process of moving forward.  

The Helmsley property has been neglected for over 40 years and now 

we’re hopeful that we will be part of the process that will get 

this thing moving forward with retail, housing and possibly a 

hotel just south of the George Washington Bridge.  Traffic is a 

fact of life in Fort Lee.  The Fort Lee Parking Authority provides 

a Main Street shuttle service for our residents and a shuttle to 

the Edgewater Ferry.  Looking ahead I’m proud to be part of a 9-11 

memorial and be part of the Environmental Committee where we will 

form a Green Team. It is through this Council’s leadership we have 

the Jack Alter Community Center. 

We have the Skeleton Building into a finished beautiful building. 

We just switched health plans.  We have a fabulous new user-

friendly website with Nixel. Our taxes are relatively stable. 

We’ve reduced our debt. We have reduced our workforce through 

attrition. And we have solar initiatives and green initiatives 

throughout the Borough. These are only part of our 

accomplishments.  We could not have done them alone.  We have the 

best Police, Fire, Ambulance and Emergency Management, one of the 

best in Bergen County.  We have dedicated department heads. And I 

always thank Peggy and Neil for all you do all the time.  So, as I 

begin my tenth year on the Council I look forward to working with 

Mayor Sokolich and Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,  

Goldberg, Sargenti and Cervieri by serving our wonderful community 

of Fort Lee.” 

 

“One bit of business from the Fort Lee Health Department. 

After a slow start the flu is becoming widespread.  And the flu is 

more a nuisance but it is a major cause of death in the United 

States.  We still have flu shots, free of charge to those with 

Medicare Part B; or $10.00 for all others.  Call 592-3500, 

extension 1510, for an appointment if you would like to receive a 

a flu shot in the Borough.” 

 

 

Councilman Cervieri – “I’d like to thank the people of Fort Lee 

for returning two very dedicated and qualified people to help lead 

this Administration and work very tirelessly towards creating a 

wonderful quality of life for the people of Fort Lee at the most 

efficient cost possible. I’d also like to thank the people who 

work for the Borough of Fort Lee for working in concert and 

providing their input on delivering services at the best possible 

cost to the people of Fort Lee. I’d like to thank  

 

 

 



Reorganization Meeting                            January 6, 2011 

                                                         Page #46 

 

all those volunteers for all the committees that were mentioned 

earlier today because without you this town wouldn’t be one of the 

best places to retire or to live or raise your children or to 

educate your children in.  Once again, Peggy, thank you for your 

efforts.  Neil, you keep us completely up-to-date and advised on 

everything day to day.  There’s not a day that doesn’t go by where 

we don’t receive information that not only concerns the 

municipality but also the State.  We look forward to the 

challenges ahead with this competent body here and along with the 

cooperation of the volunteers and the staff we’re sure that we can 

meet those challenges.  

 

 Once again, we look forward to a very prosperous New Year, 

year, a healthy and happy one.” 

 

 

Councilman Goldberg – thanked Rabbi Berger for doing the 

invocation tonight as well as his good friend, Judge Venezia, for 

swearing him as a Councilman again tonight. 

 

 

Councilwoman Kasofsky – echoed Mr. Goldberg’s sentiments. 

 

 

Mayor Sokolich – also thanked Rabbi Berger and Mr. Grant who he 

forget to thank earlier this evening. 

 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

 

 There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 

on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, 

and carried at 7:55 p.m. 

 

 

 

       _______________________ 

       Neil Grant 

       Municipal Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

 


