
REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                            Thursday, December 20, 2012 @6:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3.  On December 6, 2012 a copy of said change in scheduled 
time was posted at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.  On the 
same date, copies of the change in meeting time were also mailed 
to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid the 
$10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that usually at this point in the 
meeting he reviews the highlights of what has previously 
transpired in the Borough the last month plus whatever may be 
happening in the Borough in the near future; however, last week 
was one of the most heinous disasters that country has ever had 
with the Newtown, Connecticut shootings.  Fort Lee recognizing the 
severity of the events held a vigil this past Monday night in 
Monument Park.  He’s grateful to the joint effort of several 
people who put the vigil together.   
 
 He requested a moment of silence at this time in memory of 
the twenty six people who lost their life in the Newtown disaster. 
 
 He announced that Jeanne D’Alessio former Borough Clerk past 
away this past Tuesday.  She worked in the Borough Clerk’s Office 
for seventeen years and retired at the end of 1998.  She was 
Borough Clerk from 1995-1998.  On behalf of the governing body and 
the entire community he extended condolences to the entire 
D’Alessio family. 
 
 On an happier note he thanked the employees who put up the 
Borough’s thirty-five foot holiday tree which tree was lit on  
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December 6th.  It was a great event with an estimated crowd of 
3,000 people attending the tree lighting ceremony.   He thanked 
everyone who participated and made the tree lighting ceremony so 
very special. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 11, 
2012 Regular Meeting were approved. 
   

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 5, 
2012 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
  
Ordinance #2012-44 - Amending Chapter 90-2 Police Department   
Formation and Rank 

 
Mayor Sokolich stated that this public hearing will serve to 

amend the police department formation and rank, basically the 
table of organization for the police department. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-44 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 90-2, POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, FORMATION AND RANK, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that it’s not often a new police chief 
is sworn in.  He added that he and the governing body believe that 
the Fort Lee Police Department is just about the best police 
department in the State of New Jersey.  This department is as well 
run, well respected and is high performing as any police 
department in the State of New Jersey.  To the officers and the 
police administration and the families present tonight he said 
that the families are directly and indirectly involved in one of 
the best police departments in the State of New Jersey. 
 
 He stated that by state statute current Police Chief Thomas 
Ripoli is mandated to retire at the age of sixty-five which will 
take him through the remainder of this year before he has to 
retire. 
  
 He stated that every time something was needed for his 
department and for the safety of the community Chief Ripoli was 
always imploring government to make sure it did the right thing. 
 
 He added that Chief Ripoli considered every officer and every 
employee of the Police Department to be his son or daughter.  
During his tenure the Police Department had a wonderful leader.  
He was strict, but always fair.  There have been countless 
initiatives that have been put in place during his tenure as Chief 
that will remain long-standing fixtures in order to continue to  
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protect and serve the community.  Speaking for himself and the 
governing body he’s very proud of the Chief’s tenure. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich on behalf of himself and the governing body 
read and presented a plaque to Chief Thomas O. Ripoli that 
recognized his dedicated service to the Fort Lee Police Department 
and to the people of the Borough as a public servant for the last 
forty-one years.  
 
 Chief Ripoli stated that he worked for five police chiefs and 
this is the first time that there has been a transition period 
between two chiefs at the same time.  Tonight he prefers to be in 
the background because tonight is about Keith Bendul and Tim Ford.  
Several days ago Keith approached him and told him that he would 
like him to be part of tonight’s ceremony.  He didn’t want to go, 
but Keith persisted on it and that is why he’s present tonight.  
He added it’s an honor to pass the torch on to Keith and Tim.  He 
and his family offered their congratulations to Keith and Tim and 
their families.  He told Keith if things get difficult to take a 
step back, use his instincts and remember what his family taught 
him and he will make the right decision.  He wished both Keith and 
Tim good luck. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-A - Authorizing Promotion of Captain Timothy J. Ford to Deputy 
Police Chief 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Timothy J. Ford to the rank of 
Deputy Police Chief for the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
wish to promote Timothy J. Ford, to the rank of Deputy Police 
Chief with an effective date of January 1, 2013, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this promotion will be 
certified by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 
at a salary of $186,314.49 as outlined by contract.    
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 Chief Ripoli read the biography of incoming Deputy Police 
Chief Timothy Ford. 
 
 “Deputy Chief Timothy Ford was born and raised in Fort Lee, 
New Jersey.  His father Martin Ford was a Captain with the Fort 
Lee Police Department, his brother John is a retired Sergeant of 
the Fort Lee Police Department. 
 
 Deputy Chief Ford attended Madonna School, Bergen Catholic 
High School, and William Paterson University where he received a 
Bachelors’ degree in Criminal Justice. 
 
 Deputy Chief Ford became a Fort Lee Police Officer in 1980 
and has worked as a Patrol Officer, Detective, Sergeant, 
Lieutenant, Captain and now is being promoted to Deputy Chief. 
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 Deputy Chief Ford lives in Leonia with his wife, Lori and 
their five daughters.  His brother, John will be pinning on his 
badge, and wife, Lori and daughter, Laura will be holding the 
bible.” 
 
  

OATH OF OFFICE 
 
 Timothy J. Ford was sworn in as Deputy Police Chief by Mayor 
Sokolich. His wife, Lori and his daughter, Laura held the Bible.  
His brother, John, former retired Fort Lee Police Sergeant pinned 
on his badge. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED 
 
R-B - Authorizing Promotion of Captain Keith M. Bendul to Police   
Chief 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Keith M. Bendul to the rank of 
Police Chief for the Borough of Fort Lee.  
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
wish to promote Captain Keith M. Bendul, to the rank of Police 
Chief with an effective date of January 1, 2013, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this promotion will be 
certified by the New Jersey Civil Service Commission and shall be 
at a salary of $191,314.49 as outlined by contract. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 Chief Ripoli read the following biography of incoming Police 
Chief Keith M. Bendul. 
 
 “Keith Bendul started his law enforcement career twenty four 
years ago when he joined his older brother Scott as a member of 
the Fort Lee Police Department.  Prior to moving to Fort Lee, 
Keith grew up in Emerson with his five brothers and sisters.  He 
joined the Emerson Volunteer Ambulance Corps and quickly rose 
through the ranks ultimately serving as Captain.  Immediately upon 
moving into Fort Lee he became a member of Fort Lee Fire 
Department Hook and Ladder Company #3.  He is an exempt member of 
both organizations. 
 
 In 1989 he was hired by Fort Lee Police Department and 
attended the Bergen County Police Academy.  During his years on 
the midnight shift he developed a specialty in DWI Enforcement.  
Due to his actions both he and the department received awards from 
END DWI. Keith has also received numerous departmental awards 
throughout his career.   
 
 Keith is a subject matter expert for Rutgers University and 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation on Accident Reports. 
 
 He has served in and supervised numerous units within each of 
the departments three division.  He has served on the Borough’s 
Safety Committee for eight years.  He remains an active and proud 
member of the Motorcycle Unit.  He was Secretary for Fort Lee PBA 
Local #245 for six years and is a Silver Life Card Member. Keith  
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earned his Bachelor’s degree and his Master’s Degree from 
Fairleigh Dickinson University.  He completed the NJ Chief’s 
Association West Point command and Leadership program.  He is a 
Certified Public Manager by the State of New Jersey.  He is 
certified as a Professional in Human Resource.  He is the Founder 
of the New Jersey Association of Law Enforcement Background 
Investigators. 
He teaches across the state and is recognized for his expertise on 
Background Investigations and OPRA (Open Public Records Act.) 
 
 He was promoted to Sergeant in 2000, Lieutenant in 2004 and 
Captain in 2011. 
 
 Holding the Bible will be his wife, Kathleen and his 
daughter’s Kimberly and Kayla. 
 
 Pinning his badge will be his brothers: Bergen County 
Prosecutor’s Office Sergeant Mark Bendul and retired Fort Lee 
Police Lieutenant Scott Bendul.” 
 
 

OATH OF OFFICE 
  
 Keith M. Bendul was sworn in as Police Chief by Mayor 
Sokolich.  His wife, Kathleen, his daughter Kayla, and his step-
daughter Kimberly Roberts held the Bible. His brother, Scott, 
former retired Fort Lee Police Lieutenant and his brother Mark 
pinned on his badge. 
 
 

INCOMING CHIEF KEITH M. BENDUL’S SPEECH 
 
 “t is a terrific honor to be appointed to serve our community 
as Chief of Police.  Thank you. 
 
 I will serve each and every day to the best of my ability 
with passion and total commitment.  As Chief I will lead the 
members of the department to improve safety and the quality of 
life in Fort Lee. 
 
 I want to thank the officers, the supervisors and the 
civilian staff members for their dedication to our department and 
their support by being present here tonight.  I am looking forward 
to working with Deputy Chief Ford in our new positions. 
 
 We would like to thank the active, retired and honorary 
members of the Fort Lee PBA for being here. 
 
 We want to recognize and thank the Emergency Services: Fort 
Lee Fire Department, the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps and 
Fort Lee OEM for coming tonight to support us.  We look forward to 
working with each of you. 
 
 On a personal note I share this special moment with so many 
people.  Each one of you have helped me reach this special moment.  
This is especially true for my family.  My wife Kathleen and my 
daughters, Kimberly and Kayla, have been with me for the entire 
journey. 
 
 They have watch me spend countless hours working on the 
computer, studying management books for promotional exams and 
always seeing me with a highlighter in my hand.  Having a spouse 
or parent in law enforcement is not always easy for a family.  I 
am blessed to have them.  I love you. 
 
 Thanks to my mother for always believing in me even when 
others didn’t.  To my father for teaching me how be a man,  
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instilling values and a deep sense of community service. 
 
 Thanks to my brothers and sisters: Mark, Glenn, Kristine and 
Denise for bringing more love into our family.  At an early age I 
learned about diversity at our kitchen table. 
 
 I would be remiss if I didn’t give a special thanks to my 
brother Scott.  It was many years ago that because of Scott I met 
my first Fort Lee Police Officer Jeff Weinberg who had his hand 
inside a fish tank in the store Scott owned. Thanks for the scare 
Jeff.  Later Scott joined the department which led me to Fort Lee 
and becoming a police officer. 
 
 While there are many great aspects of being a Fort Lee Police 
Officer one of the best for me has been being able to work with my 
brother for twenty three years.   
 
 To my friends who have supported me in both my professional 
and personal lie.  Thank you! 
 

Fort Lee Police Department 
 
 I thank each officer and supervisor, past and present that 
have guided me throughout my career to this point. 
 
 I would like to recognize: 
 
 Rosalie Ludolph who is the Chief’s Administrative Assistant.  
I refer to her as “Commander”.  Despite what the Chief’s think, 
she is really in charge. 
 
 Captains Zevits, Hervey and Ferraro for their guidance and 
support. 
 
 Chief Thomas Ripoli, Chief Thomas Tessaro.  I would ask that 
the Fort Lee Police Chiefs please stand. 
 
 I have told that it is lonely at the top because a Chief of 
Police has no peers within the department.  These friendships and 
those developed in the Chief’s Association are very important.  I 
would ask that the Police Chiefs’ from the other towns please 
stand. 
 
 I would like to thank you for your support and look forward 
to working with you.  I would ask everyone present to thank them 
for their service. 
 

Mentorship 
 
 I was fortunate to have benefitted from having mentors 
throughout my career. 
 
 Captain Bortolus: Roy, a special thank you for your help over 
the past twenty four years.  He was my first Field Training 
Officer out of the academy. 
 
 I had mentors as a new midnight police officer, as a 
sergeant, lieutenant and captain. 
 
 Lt. Tony Casamento, Lt. James DeGrenier and Deputy Chief Jack 
Reuter. 
 
 I still rely on the lessons they taught me.  Thank you. 
 
 Deputy Chief Ford and I have the utmost respect for 
department traditions.  We will honor those traditions and set  
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high standards for future employees.  We have a rich history with 
the department.  We invite the community to visit the lobby of 
police headquarters to view artifacts and photographs from our 
past. 
 
 Recently there were two events that illustrate the 
seriousness of law enforcement: The Newtown Connecticut shooting 
and Super Storm Sandy. 
 
 The unimaginable horror that took place in Newtown, 
Connecticut will remain with each of us.  Last Monday night a 
community candlelight vigil was held in Fort Lee to support each 
other and those affected by the shooting.  Our hearts go out to 
the families of the victims.  In addition, I would ask that we as 
a society look to assist the survivors, the classmates, the 
teachers, the families and the emergency responders.  The 
officers, firefighters and EMT that responded will forever bear 
the emotional scars of witnessing the aftermath of evil.  I would 
ask that we keep them in our thoughts. 
 
 The other major event was Sandy.  The Fort Lee Police 
Department prepare for the hurricane on two fronts, at home and at 
work.  Each employee had to prepare their home and family for the 
storm then leave them to come and serve and protect Fort Lee.  The 
entire department did an extraordinary job during conditions never 
previously experienced.  All of the borough departments worked 
together 24/7 day after day after day.  Unfortunately, just as 
everyone in town did, we learned more about power girds and 
substations than we wanted to.  After the storm passed our 
community had to deal with many issues some of which were not 
visible to the public. 
 
 I am proud to have worked with so many dedicated borough 
leaders and employees. 
 
 Unfortunately, the tense conditions led to a few or our 
officers being assaulted while trying to maintain order for 
hundreds of motorists waiting on gas lines for hours.  As a 
community we came together to help out neighbors get through this 
disaster.  The recover from Sandy is still going on for us and 
other communities throughout our state. 
 
 General Colin Powell said ‘Perpetual optimism is a force 
multiplier’.  We are very optimistic for the future of the Fort 
Lee Police Department. 
 
 In June I was interviewed by the Mayor and Council.  I began 
my presentation stating that I can remember patrolling through 
town on the midnight shift and talking about work with my partner.  
Just like every other officer, I said ‘Well if I was Chief I would 
. . . . .’.  On that June night I was given the opportunity to 
finish that comment and articulate what I would do if I became the 
Chief of Police.  Tonight, I, along with every member of our 
department, begin the task of working together as a team taking my 
vision for the police department and putting it into action. 
 
 Together Deputy Chief Ford and I, along with our command 
staff will lead the department with dedication, honor and 
integrity. 
 
 We plan to develop an organizational culture of ownership, 
personal responsibility and accountability. 
 
 We will build on the past successes and continue to improve 
the department’s effectiveness and efficiency. 
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 We are dedicated to officer safety. 
 
 We accepts our obligation to provide professional police 
service. 
 
 We look forward to further developing partnerships within the 
community which enable us to improve our performance and 
capabilities. 
 
 We will perform our duties with loyalty to professional 
principals, to the law and the constitution. 
 
 We will look at new technology to enhance our performance. 
 
 We thank you for your support and look forward to working 
together. 
 
 We thank the Mayor and Council for your trust in us to lead 
the Fort Lee Police Department. 
 
 All are invited to join us down at the Recreation Center. 
 
 Due to the high school winter concert being moved down to the 
middle school, parking will be tight.  There will be a shuttle bus 
running between the rear of Borough Hall and the Recreation Center 
until 10:00 p.m.   It’s truly an honor and a privilege.” 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – offered his congratulations to both incoming 
Deputy Chief Ford and Chief Bendul.  He saw what a great job they 
did during Hurricane Sandy.  He’s looking forward to working with 
both of them and that Fort Lee should feel very proud and secure 
knowing it has two fine officers running the Police Department.  
He added that he’s very pleased about the promotions that were 
made tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer - offered his congratulation to Tim and Keith. 
He believes that they will both do a heck of a job on behalf of 
the entire community.  He’s very proud of both of them and again 
offered his congratulations. 
 
 
Councilman Pohan - thanked the entire police department and all of 
the other emergency services for their efforts during and after 
Hurricane Sandy.  It shows that the police officers are not just 
people making arrests, but it shows how they protect and help 
their fellow citizens in the community.  He was most impressed 
during the interview process with both Keith and Tim by there 
comprehension of that idea.  What police officers are called to do 
on a daily basis is far more than the average person thinks about.  
Keith and Tim are thoughtful, deeply experienced people.  Choosing 
between them was unbelievably difficult for the Mayor and Council, 
but was good news for the residents to know that the Borough had 
two highly qualified people to choose from to become Chief and 
Deputy Chief of the Police Department.  He wished them both the 
best of luck and knows the Borough will be well protected and well 
served by both of them. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – thanked all of the Borough’s emergency 
services for their efforts during Hurricane Sandy. 
 
 He congratulated both Tim and Keith on their promotions 
tonight.  They both have a sworn duty to uphold and maintain the  
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safety of the community.  He echoed Mr. Pohan’s comments about how 
tough of a decision it was to decide who would be Chief and who 
would be Deputy Chief.  He believes that the community will come 
out a winner with these two men in their respective positions. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – congratulated both Keith and Tim.  She 
said the last six weeks has shown the world is not the same place 
she and everyone else grew up in.  She knows that the Borough is 
in great hands and she’s looking forward to working with both 
Keith and Tim in the days to come.  
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that evening the Borough gets to 
celebrate the tremendous professionalism, courage, commitment from 
the two fine gentlemen the Borough has chosen to lead the police 
department.  His sentiment also includes all the police officers 
present tonight including the officers who are out protecting the 
streets of the Borough.  He truly appreciates everyone’s efforts 
including the police officers families who are also a big part in 
protecting the community.  The Borough had three strong candidates 
to choose from for the Chief’s position.  He’s very happy how it 
turned out. Both Tim and Keith follow the fine leadership of Chief 
Ripoli and his predecessor former Chief, Thomas Tessaro.  The 
Borough is truly blessed and he hopes for the continual safety of 
its residents.  He congratulated both Tim and Keith on their 
promotions. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – thanked the visitors and other Police Chiefs who 
are presented tonight.  He added that making the decision tonight 
as to who would be Chief was the most difficult decision he has 
had to make since he’s been on the governing body or as Mayor.  
The Borough had two incredibly qualified individuals to choose 
from.  He believes the community is very fortunate to be in the 
position it’s in.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess at this point in the 
meeting at 6:47 p.m. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, with no objections, a motion to take a short recess was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, with no objections, a motion to reconvene the meeting at  
7:07 p.m. was approved. 
 
 

PROCLAMATION/PRESENTATION 
 
PR-1 – Fort Lee Winning Student Filmmakers – Jiho Kim & Eric Jung 
 

WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Film Commission for the past eight 
years has sponsored the annual Jersey Filmmakers of Tomorrow 
Bergen County High School Student Film Festival, and; 

 
WHEREAS, the Film Festival was created by the Fort Lee Film 

Commission to bring greater awareness of Fort Lee’s role, and that 
of the entire State of New Jersey, as the birthplace of the 
American film industry; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Film Festival is open to all high school 

students who reside in Bergen County; and,  
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WHEREAS, this year, 2012, is the first time that a Fort Lee 

High School student filmmaker has won the top prize, being Best of 



the Fest; and,  
 
WHEREAS, Jiho Kim and Eric Jung, Fort Lee High School 

Students, are the recipients of the 2012 Jersey Filmmakers of 
Tomorrow Bergen County High School Student Film Festival, for 
their film entitled, Who are We?; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Jiho’s and Eric’s film details the efforts of an 

independent company of dancers, all Fort Lee High School students, 
who seek venues to practice the art of dance within the Borough of 
Fort Lee; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Jiho and Eric are novice filmmakers who used their 

film and this venue at the Film Festival to tell the story of 
these dancers; and,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich 

and the Borough Council, wish to commend and acknowledge Jiho Kim 
and Eric Jung, who exemplify that through hard work and 
discipline, great achievements may be reached and to also 
recognize Jiho Kim and Eric Jung as Fort Lee’s inspirational and 
special young adults, whose future will inevitably be filled with 
greatness.   

 
Mayor Sokolich presented the proclamation to Jiho Kim.  Eric 

Jung was not present tonight.  He explained that this was the 
first time a Fort Lee High School student has won the Jersey 
Filmmakers top prize. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS CONTINUED 
 
Ordinance #2012-39 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  
Placement of Handicapped Parking Space by 1241 Anderson Avenue   
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-39 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-40 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Section I,  
to Include a No Parking Zone on Crescent Way (West Side) from  
its Apex with Bridle Way to its Intersection With Crescent Court  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-40 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 43 SCHEDULE I NO PARKING, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 



 
Ordinance #2012-41 - Authorizing a Special Emergency Appropriation 
for Accumulated Sick, Vacation and Related Expenses in Connection 
With the Retirement of Borough Employees - $368,908.00 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council and 
carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2012-41 
“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $368,908.00 FOR ACCUMULATED SICK, VACATION AND RELATED 
EXPENSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE RETIREMENT OF BOROUGH EMPLOYEES, 
IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-42 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  
Deletion of Certain Handicapped Parking Spaces on Cedar Street  
and Glen Road  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-42 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, ENTITLED “HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $8,100,795.90 
Capital                                          249,988.69 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
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COAH Fees                                          1,860.00 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,492.50 
Trip Admissions                                    2,850.00 



Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         70,877.59 
Special Dog Account                                3,231.00 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,105.00 
Redemption Account                               216,239.27 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   33,327.96 
Police Justice                                     4,770.00 
Flexible Spending                                  1,304.48 
 
Total:                                        $8,689,842.39 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Applications for Alexander Acosta,            
Alex J. Rosario and Anthony Hand for Fire Company #3 
 
 The firefighter applications for Alexander Acosta, Alex J. 
Rosario and Anthony Hand for Fire Company #3 were approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local  
Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, State of 
New Jersey “Year End Drive Sober Grant” for 2012 - $4,400.00 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 
any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 
such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 
item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $4,400.00 from the 
South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund and wishes to amend 
its 2012 Budget to include a portion of this amount as an item of 
revenue, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough Of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 
insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2012, in the 
sum of.............................................$4,400.00 
which is now available as a revenue item from: 

Miscellaneous Revenues 
Special Items Of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 
Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services: 

Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 
Police – Year End Drive Sober Grant 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of ....$4,400.00 
be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 
Regular Meeting                                  December 20, 2012 
                                                          Page #13 
 

General Appropriations: 
(a) Operations excluded from CAPS 

Programs Offset by Revenues: 
Police – Police Salaries & Wages 
    



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 
directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 
Director of Local Government Services. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for 2013 With  
the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program – $19.00 Per 
Employee 
 

 
2013 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
Between the Borough of Fort Lee 

     and the County of Bergen 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program, 
hereinafter referred to as the “BCEAP,” a program implemented by 
the County for the purpose of dealing with employees having 
personal problems, including alcoholism, having its office located 
at 327 East Ridgewood Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652-4895; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Department of Health Services and 
the Department of Health and Senior Services of the State of New 
Jersey have expressed a major concern for the development of 
Employee Assistance Program services for municipal governments, 
and private enterprise; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program staff 
is fully qualified to perform the Substance Abuse Professional 
function as specified by the Federal Department of Transportation 
Drug and Alcohol Testing Regulations (DOT Jn, 1995 SAP 
Guidelines); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has expressed its desire to 
have the services of the BCEAP made available to its employees for 
the period January 1, 2013 - December 31, 2013, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
agrees to pay a fee for BCEAP services of $19.00 per employee, per 
year; the total number of employees covered by this agreement 245. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing the Hiring of Part-Time Winter Seasonal  
Employees for the Recreation Department – Termination Date March 
31, 2013 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective  
date of January 1, 2013 and a termination date of March 31, 2013. 
 
 



CA-6 - Authorizing Leave of Absence for Aben Lee, Public Health 
Nurse for the Health Department – Through March 1, 2013 
 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Aben Lee, Public Health Nurse with the 
Health Department has submitted a request dated October 29, 2012, 
requesting a leave of absence, and the Mayor and Council have 
accepted same for a period of three and a half months,    
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Lee’s leave of 
absence shall be granted for a period of three and a half months, 
commencing November 16, 2012 through March 1, 2013.     
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Salary Increase for Karen Lione, Part- Time 
Clerk for the Police Department - $10.00 Per Hour to $14.00 Per 
Hour 
 
 WHEREAS, Karen Lione, a Clerk who is part time with Police 
Department, has assumed additional duties in the Records Bureau 
and the Chief’s Office,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Karen Lione will receive an hourly 
increase to $14.00, effective December 24, 2012. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Hiring of Melinda Aranda & Elizabeth Scanlon as  
Clerk Typists for the Police Department Records Room – $25,000 
Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, due to two retirements at the Police Department’s 
Records Bureau, the Mayor and Council have determined that the 
vacancies should be filled,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Melinda Aranda and Elizabeth Scanlon 
both be appointed to the full time position of Clerk Typist a/k/a 
Keyboarding Clerk 1 in the Police Department, with an effective 
date, retroactive to December 10, 2012; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these appointments shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil 
Service Commission and shall be at an annual salary of $25,000.00, 
in compliance with the Salary Ordinance of the White Collar 
Contract.   
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Salary Increase & Title Change for Joseph  
Cariddi, Fire Prevention Specialist/Fire Protection Inspector to 
Supervising Fire Protection Inspector for the Fire Prevention 
Bureau – $91,104.00 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, Joseph Cariddi, Fire Prevention Specialist/Fire 
Protection Inspector, of the Fire Prevention Bureau, has assumed 
management responsibility in the department in his supervisor’s 
absence, etc.,  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, have authorized a title change and that  
he be appointed to the title of Supervising Fire Protection  
Inspector with an effective date of December 20, 2012; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Civil 



Service Commission and shall be at an annual salary of $91,104.00.   
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Purchase of Six (6) Panasonic Toughbook  
Computers and Related Equipment for Various Police Vehicles From 
Insight Public Sector, Tempe, Arizona Through the Western State 
Contracting Alliance #75583 – $38,834.04 
 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 
six (6) Panasonic Toughbook Laptop Computers and related equipment 
to be installed in various police department vehicles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the computers and associated equipment are available 
through Insight Public Sector, via New Jersey State Contract 
#75583 through the Western State Contracting Alliance #B27172; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of the computers and related equipment is 
over the bid threshold amount of $36,000.00 and the expenditure 
must be authorized by resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to 
purchase the aforementioned Panasonic Toughbook laptop computers 
and related equipment by purchase order from Insight Public 
Sector, 6820 South Harl Avenue, Tempe, Arizona 85283 in the amount 
of $38,834.04; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through 
Capital Account #04-2150-55-1221-009.  
 
 
CA-11 - Awarding Bid to Harley Davidson of Long Branch, Long  
Branch, New Jersey for the Provision of Five Harley Davidson 
Motorcycles for the Police Department – $38,070.00 
        
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
   OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION 
   OF FIVE 2012 HARLEY DAVIDSON POLICE MOTORCYCLES 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the provision of five 
2012 Harley Davidson motorcycles for use by the Borough’s Police 
Department; and  
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution and in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough  
 
solicited bids for the provision five Harley Davidson police 
motorcycles, and an option to repurchase six used Harley Davidson  
police motorcycles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 20, 2012, one bid package was received 
in response to the Borough’s public solicitation for bids for the 



provision of five Harley Davidson police motorcycles; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Harley Davidson of Long Branch bid the following 
amount for the new motorcycles, including the repurchase of the 
six used motorcycles: 
 
  Five Harley Davidson Police Motorcycles  $38,070.00 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Harley Davidson of Long Branch is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Harley Davidson of 
Long Branch constitutes the lowest responsible and complying 
bidder for the provision of five Harley Davidson police 
motorcycles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 
provision of five Harley Davidson police motorcycles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Harley Davidson of Long Branch is the lowest 
responsible and compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for 
the provision of five Harley Davidson motorcycles for use by the 
Borough’s Police Department and the repurchase of six used Harley 
Davidson police motorcycles, in accordance with the applicable bid 
documents and specifications for the amount of $38,070.00.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision of five 
Harley Davidson police motorcycles; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office for public 
inspection. 
 
CA-12 - Awarding Bid to 2045 Lemoine Avenue, LLC d/b/a Plaza Diner  
for the Lease of Borough Property – Five Year Lease $6,000.00 
Annually 
 
                  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A BID AND  
       AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR THE LEASE OF BOROUGH PROPERTY 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to lease for a period of five years certain real 
property owned by the Borough and no longer needed for public use, 
specifically known and designated as Block 4751, Lot 2 on the Tax 
Assessment Map of the Borough, measuring approximately 3,000 
square feet (“Property”); and 
Regular Meeting                                  December 20, 2012     
                                                          Page #17 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to duly adopted resolution, the Borough 
has leased the Property to B.L.M. Holding Corp., as more 
particularly described in a Lease Agreement that is available in  
the Office of the Borough Clerk, and the Lease Agreement is 
scheduled to expire at the end of December 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, having publicly solicited bids on October 30, 2012 
for the lease of the Property, the Borough received a single bid 
on November 14, 2012, from the following bidder: 
 



  2045 Lemoine Avenue, LLC,   
d/b/a Plaza Diner (“2045 Lemoine”)  $6,000.00                      

                                                   Annually 
; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by 2045 
Lemoine and determined that it met all of the requirements of the 
Bid Specifications and, therefore, 2045 Lemoine is a responsible 
bidder; and 

 
WHEREAS, as a result of the public procurement, the Borough 

desires to award a contract to 2045 Lemoine for the lease of the 
Property for a term of five years, commencing on January 1, 2013, 
and terminating on December 31, 2017, at the rate of $6,000.00 per 
year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a lease to 2045 Lemoine is necessary 
for the continued efficient operations of the Borough and is in 
the best interests of the Borough and its taxpayers; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and 2045 Lemoine desire to enter into a 
lease agreement for a five-year term subject to the terms and 
conditions respecting termination set forth therein, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that 2045 Lemoine Avenue LLC d/b/a Plaza 
Diner is shall be and is hereby awarded as the highest responsible 
bidder a lease of the Property for a term of five years commencing 
on January 1, 2013, and terminating on December 31, 2017, at the 
rate of $6,000.00 per year; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney shall be and 
is hereby authorized and directed to prepare a lease agreement 
between the Borough and 2045 Lemoine for the Property that is not 
needed for public use, for a term of five years, commencing on 
January 1, 2013, and terminating on December 31, 2017, at the rate 
of $6,000.00 per year; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with the 
instructions of the Fort Lee Parking Authority, the terms and 
conditions of the Lease Agreement entered into in 2003, shall be 
incorporated into the new lease agreement; and 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute the new lease agreement on 
behalf of the Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall be and he 
is hereby authorized and directed to maintain a copy of this 
Resolution and the lease agreement in the Office of the Borough 
Clerk for public inspection, according to law. 
 
 
CA-13 - Endorsing Sustainable New Jersey Land Use Pledge With  
Regard to Municipal Land-Use Decision with the Intent of Making 
the Borough a Truly Sustainable Community 
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 WHEREAS, land use is an essential component of overall 
sustainability for a municipality; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, poor land-use decisions can result in situations 
such as decreased mobility, high housing costs, increased 
greenhouse gas emissions, loss of open space and the degradation 
of natural resources; and 
 
 WHEREAS, well planned land use can create transportation 



choices, provide for a range of housing options, create walkable 
communities, preserve open space, provide for adequate recreation, 
and allow for the continued protection and use of vital natural 
resources; and 
 
 WHEREAS, given New Jersey’s strong tradition of home rule and 
local authority over planning and zoning, achieving a statewide 
sustainable land use pattern will require municipalities to take 
the lead, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following steps will be taken 
with regard to our municipal land-use decisions with the intent of 
making the Borough of Fort Lee a truly sustainable community.  It 
is intended that these principals be included in the next master 
plan revision and reexamination report and incorporated into 
future land-use zoning, natural resource protection, and other 
ordinances accordingly: 
 
 Regional Cooperation – We pledge to reach out to 
administrations of our neighboring municipalities concerning land-
use decision, and to take into consideration regional impacts when 
making land-use decisions. 
 
 Transportation Choices – We pledge to create transportation 
choices with a Complete Streets approach by considering all 
modes of transportation, including walking, biking, transit and 
automobiles through, when planning transportation projects and 
reviewing development applications.  We will reevaluate our 
parking with the goal of limiting the amount of required parking 
spaces, promoting shared parking and other innovative parking 
alternatives, and encouraging structured parking alternatives 
where appropriate. 
 
 Natural Resource Protection – We pledge to take action to 
protect the natural resources of the State for environmental, 
recreational and agriculture value, avoiding or mitigating 
negative impacts to these resources.  Further, we pledge to 
complete a Natural Resources Inventory when feasible to identify 
and assess the extent of our natural resources and to link natural 
resource management and protection to carrying capacity analysis, 
land-use and open space planning. 
 
 Mix of Land Uses – We pledge to use our zoning power to allow 
for a mix of residential, retail, commercial, recreational and 
other land use types in areas that make the most sense for our 
municipality and the region, particularly in downtown and town 
center areas. 
 
 Housing Options – We pledge, to the extent feasible, through 
the use of our zoning power to foster a diverse mix of housing 
types and locations, including single and multi-family, for-sale 
and rental options, to meet the needs of all people at a range of 
income levels. 
 
 Green Design – We pledge to incorporate the principals of 
green design and renewable energy generation into municipal  
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buildings to the extent feasible and when updating our site plan 
and subdivision requirements for residential and commercial 
buildings. 
 
 Municipal Facilities – We pledge, to the extent feasible, to 
take into consideration factors such as walkability, bikability, 
greater access to public transit, proximity to other land-use 
types, and open space when locating new or relocated municipal 
facilities. 
 



 
CA-14 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  
Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional 
Appraisal Services for Property Located at 502 Main Street, Block 
3655, Lot 4 - $3,500.00  
 
     A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH              
     OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 
     THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 502 Main Street 
(“Property”) in the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) filed a 
complaint with the Tax Court challenging the Borough’s total 
assessment for the property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed appraiser to provide professional appraisal 
services related to the complaint filed with the Tax Court 
challenging the Borough’s total assessment for the Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 
McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 
professional appraisal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 
services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 
the Property; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 
McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 
appraisal services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 
accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To- 
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Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 
Law, McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10)  
days prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 
Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 
reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 
the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 
any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 



 
 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 
Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate and the certification have previously been 
submitted by McNerney and are maintained on file at the office of 
the Borough Clerk;  
 
 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 
of the Property, also known as Block 3655, Lot 4, on the tax map 
of the Borough, there exists a need for McNerney to perform such 
appraisal in accordance with its proposal, dated October 22, 2012, 
attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for these purposes, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 
appraisal with regard to the Property is in the best interests of 
the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 
07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 
appraisal services related to the preparation of an appraisal with 
regard to the Property at a cost of $3,500,00 in accordance with 
its proposal, dated October 22, 2012, attached hereto and made a 
part hereof. 
  

2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
if required and this resolution must be available for public 
inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
current funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-15 - Acceptance of an Easement Related to the Fort Lee Sanitary  
Sewer System and Property Owned by Kamil Homsi Located at 330 New 
York Avenue, Block 6054, Lot 6 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF AN EASEMENT RELATED TO THE FORT LEE  
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SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM AND PROPERTY LOCATED AT 330 NEW YORK AVENUE 
IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”), a municipal 
corporation of the State of New Jersey, established in accordance  
with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-1 et seq., operates and maintains a sanitary 
sewer system within its municipal boundaries for the health, 
safety and welfare of its citizens; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Kamil Homsi (“Grantor”) is the owner in fee simple 
of certain real property located at 330 New York Avenue and 
designated as Block 6054, Lot 6 on the Tax Map of the Borough 



(“Property”); and 
 

WHEREAS,  the Grantor has recently received all necessary 
minor subdivision approval from the Borough’s Zoning Board of 
Adjustment to subdivide the Property into two new lots; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a condition of such subdivision approval, the 
Grantor agreed to record a Deed of Easement in favor of the 
Borough with respect to the existing sewer line along the eastern 
side of the Property, consistent with a description prepared by 
Neglia Engineering Associated, dated November 12, 2012 and 
attached hereto as Exhibit A (Available in the Office of the 
Borough Clerk); and  
 

WHEREAS, the acceptance of the easement in perpetuity, 
comprising eight hundred fifty-three square feet, is necessary for 
the construction, alteration, extension, relocation, maintenance, 
and operation of sanitary sewer facilities and services, 
including, but not limited to, pipes, lines, appurtenances under 
and through the easement area; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough shall be responsible, at its sole cost 
and expense, for obtaining and complying with any and all required 
permits in connection with the easement, and Grantor is required 
to cooperate with the Borough in obtaining all such permits and 
approvals through the execution of all necessary documents; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough shall be further responsible, at its 
sole cost and expense, for the maintenance and replacement of the 
sanitary sewer pipes and appurtenances; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s engineer has reviewed on behalf of 

the Borough the description of the easement and determined it to 
be accurate; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the acceptance and execution of the Deed of 
Easement with respect to the Property is in the best interests of 
the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That execution of the Deed of Easement, upon terms 
substantially similar to the Deed of Easement attached hereto as 
Exhibit B, is hereby authorized. 
 
 2. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute the Deed of Easement, in substantially the same form as that 
attached hereto, between the Grantor and the Borough, memorializing 
the terms and conditions for the grant of an easement to the Borough 
with regard to the Borough’s sanitary sewer system on the Property. 
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 3. That upon execution and recording by the Grantor of such 
Deed of Easement, this resolution and the Deed of Easement shall be 
available for public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 4. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
     There being no public discussion, the public hearing was  
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED 



 
R-1 - Authorizing the Issuance of Special Emergency Notes for  
Accumulated Sick, Vacation and Related Expenses in Connection with 
the Retirement of Borough Employees – $368,908.00 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$368,908 SPECIAL EMERGENCY NOTES FOR 
ACCUMULATED SICK, VACATION AND RELATED 
EXPENSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE RETIREMENT OF 
BOROUGH EMPLOYEES, IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds 
of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1.  An ordinance authorizing a special emergency 

appropriation of $368,908 for accumulated sick, vacation and 
related expenses in connection with the retirement of Borough 
employees has been finally adopted by the Borough of Fort Lee, in 
the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the “Borough”), and a copy 
thereof has been filed with the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services. 
 

Section 2. (a)  In order to finance the special emergency 
appropriation described in Section 1 of this resolution, the 
Borough is hereby authorized to borrow the sum of $368,908 and to 
issue its special emergency notes therefor in accordance with the 
Local Budget Law of New Jersey (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-55). 
 

(b) The special emergency notes authorized by this 
resolution may be issued in amounts and denominations not 
exceeding in the aggregate the amount of notes authorized herein, 
as determined by the chief financial officer of the Borough 
pursuant to this resolution. 

 
(c) The Borough may finance the special emergency 

appropriation from surplus funds available or may borrow money in 
a manner prescribed herein.  Where an appropriation is financed 
from surplus funds available, at least one-fifth of the amount 
thereof shall be included in each annual budget until the 
appropriation has been fully provided for. 

 
Section 3.  The following matters in connection with the 

notes are hereby determined: 
 

(a) All notes issued hereunder and any renewals thereof 
shall mature at such time as may be determined by the chief 
financial officer within the limitations of the Local Budget Law,  
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provided however, that at least one-fifth of all such notes and 
the renewals thereof shall mature and be paid in each year so that 
all notes and renewals shall have matured and have been paid not 
later than the last day of the fifth year following the date of 
this resolution; 
 

 (b) All notes issued hereunder shall bear interest at such 
rate or rates as may be determined by the chief financial officer; 

 
(c) The notes shall be in the form determined by the chief 

financial officer and the chief financial officer’s signature upon 
the notes shall be conclusive as to such determination. 

 



Section 4.  The chief financial officer is hereby authorized 
and directed to determine all matters in connection with the 
notes not determined by this or a subsequent resolution and the 
chief financial officer’s signature upon the notes shall be 
conclusive as to such determination. 
 

Section 5.  The chief financial officer is hereby authorized 
to sell the notes from time to time at public or private sale in 
such amounts as such officer may determine at not less than par 
and to deliver the same from time to time to the purchasers 
thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof 
and payment therefor. 
 

Section 6.  Any instrument issued pursuant to this 
resolution shall be a general obligation of the Borough.  The 
full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the 
punctual payment of the principal of and the interest on the 
obligations and, unless otherwise paid or payment provided for, 
an amount sufficient for such payment shall be inserted in the 
budget and a tax sufficient to provide for the payment thereof 
shall be levied and collected. 
 

Section 7.  The chief financial officer is authorized and 
directed to report in writing to this governing body at the 
meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the 
notes pursuant to this resolution is made, such report to include 
the amount, description, interest rate and maturity of the notes 
sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 
 

Section 8.  A copy of this resolution as adopted shall be 
filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services in the Department of Community Affairs of the State of 
New Jersey. 
 

Section 9.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
R-2 -  Authorizing Amendment to Developers Agreement With Dyker 
Ridge LLC for Property Located at 2142 North Central Road, Block 
6154, Lots 1,8,9 & 10  
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and R-3 and 
left the podium. 
 
 Council President Cervieri chaired this portion of the 
meeting.  
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 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE   
DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND DYKER 
RIDGE, LLC 

 
WHEREAS, on June 23, 2009, the Fort Lee Zoning Board of 

Adjustment (“ZBA”) granted approvals to Dyker Ridge, LLC (the 
“Developer”) for development of a five-story 40 unit multi-family 
residential project on property known as Block 6154, Lots 1, 8, 9, 
& 10, also known as 2142 North Central Road (the “Property”) 
pursuant to ZBA Application No. 23-08; and 



 
WHEREAS, on November 13, 2009, the Borough and Developer 

executed a Developer Agreement (the “Agreement”) regarding the 
Property and ZBA Application No. 23-08; and 

 
WHEREAS, on July 24, 2012, pursuant to Application No. 11-12 

filed by the Developer, the ZBA granted approval to amend the 
condition of the 2009 approval requiring satisfaction of the 
Developer’s COAH/Affordable Housing obligation generated by the 
project (“ZBA 2012 Approval”); and  
 

WHEREAS, the resolution adopted by the ZBA for Application 
No. 11-12 requires the Borough and Developer to amend certain 
terms set forth in the Agreement and the Parties have agreed to 
memorialize such amendments pursuant to the terms of this 
Amendment; and  
 

WHEREAS, an Amendment to the Developer’s Agreement (the 
“Amendment”) has been prepared by the Borough Attorney and the 
Developer has agreed to the terms and conditions of such 
Amendment. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk hereby 
approved and authorize to the execution of the Amendment to the 
Developer’s Agreement with the Developer; and   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be 
published in the official newspaper authorized to publish legal 
notices for the Borough as required by law and that a copy of this 
resolution shall be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
  
R-3 - Approving Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From     
Mac-On Inc. (Pocket) to Kerrspo LLC (Pocket) 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 
person transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-040-
009, heretofore issued to Mac-On Inc., (Pocket); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
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 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for the person-to-person transfer from the State of 
New Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, 
Trenton, New Jersey, 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Lee Governing 
Body does hereby approve the person-to-person transfer of the 
aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to Kerrspo LLC. 
located at a mailing address of 19 Sherbrooke Court, Saddle River, 
New Jersey 07458, effective December 20 2012 and does hereby 
direct the Borough Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the 
new ownership. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting from this point forward. 
 
 
R-4 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation With TDC 
Fort Lee, LLC, at 2018-2038 Lemoine Avenue, Block 4851, Lot 1.01 
for 2012 & 2013  
 
 Councilman Cervieri recused himself on this matter and R-5 
and left the podium. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF TAX APPEAL LITIGATION ENTITLED TDC 
FORT LEE, LLC VS. THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE FOR BLOCK 4851, LOT 
1.01, COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS 2018-2038 LEMOINE AVENUE, FORT LEE, 
NEW JERSEY 
 

WHEREAS, Tucker owns property known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01, 
commonly referred to as 2018-2038 Lemoine Avenue; and 
 

WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee (the “Borough”)in a matter entitled TDC FORT 
LEE, LLC V. BOROUGH OF FORT LEE; and  

 
WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the tax appeal attorney 

and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, and 
that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough.  
 
 WHEREAS, in furtherance of settlement of the Tax Appeal, the 
parties have agreed to terms and conditions in a stipulation of 
settlement, which stipulation of settlement also sets forth the 
parties’ understanding and agreement on actions to be taken by the 
parties (the “Stipulation of Settlement”).  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 
Council that the tax appeal attorney be and is hereby authorized and 
directed to execute any and all documents necessary in order to 
finalize the settlement of litigation entitled TDC FORT LEE, LLC V. 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, filed with the Tax Court on November 29, 2012,  
pending receipt of a Docket No., pursuant to the Stipulation of 
Settlement. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 

effect immediately.  
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 



 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 
R-5 - Authorizing United Water to Place Two Fire Hydrants for  
The Modern Towers on Martha Washington Way  
  
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that United Water New Jersey, Inc. is hereby 
requested to erect 2 fire hydrant(s) at the following designated 
place, to be used for fire purposes only, in accordance with the 
Rules and Regulations of the Company, and its rates as set forth 
in its Schedule of Rates filed with the New Jersey Board of Public 
Utilities in Newark, New Jersey.” 
 

LOCATION OF HYRDRANTS 
 

X-36619 (#23-389) and X-36620 (#23-390) per attached drawings 
(Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) 

 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 
Invest. No 53369 

  
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
     ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 Councilman Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in 
the meeting. 
 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy 
New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – wished everyone happy holidays. 
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Councilman Goldberg – wished everyone a happy and healthy holiday 
season along with a happy New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – wished all the residents a Merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – wished everyone happy holidays and a happy 
New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – thanked all the people who make Fort Lee 
such a great place to live and work and to raise a family.  He 
wished everyone a safe and healthy holiday season and offered his 



wishes for a happy New Year. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council, and  
carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for 
discussion. 
 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson         .Cost and Responsibility    Ms. Thomas 
1560 West St.           of Fire Hydrants (R-5)    Mayor Sokolich 
 
  
 There being no further discussion on motion by Councilman 
Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the meeting was recessed 
until January 3, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. and carried at 7:30 p.m.  
 
  
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                           Thursday, November 15, 2012 @7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, 
                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Pohan 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  



 
 David Grant, eighth grade student, at the Lewis F. Cole 
Middle School, played the National Anthem on his acoustic electric 
guitar. 

 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3.  On October 12, 2012, a copy of said change in schedule 
meeting time was posted at 309 Main Street and a copy of said 
schedule change was also mailed to all persons listed in #2 above. 
 

4.  On November 6, 2012 a copy of said change in scheduled 
meeting date was posted at 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey.  
On the same date, copies of the change in meeting time were also 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Police Department Merit 
ceremony gives the Borough a chance to extend its deepest credit 
to the Police Department members who have gone above and beyond  
their duties.  He’s hopeful everyone at home will watch and listen 
to the awards being given out.  It should make the residents feels 
safe and ever so proud of the Police Department. 
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He said that since the last public meeting there was the 
occurrence of Hurricane Sandy which by many accounts has been 
called the worse storm ever to hit New Jersey.  He has attended 
numerous meetings post-storm as well as other meetings before the 
storm.  After the storm he believes that a lot of things happened 
that showed what Fort Lee has to offer and a couple of examples of 
things not going so well.  All in all the people including 
emergency workers, government officials and volunteers did 
everything humanely possible to help as many people in Fort Lee as 
they could.   There were a myriad of problems including people out 
of power for as many as nine or ten days.   He was without power 
for eight days and said it was a horrible experience.  He and many 
members of government were going all out every day to keep people 
aware of what was going on.  A lot of the days were just spent 
waiting for PSE&G to get the power grids back up and running.   
They did a good job in some areas and failed the Borough in many 
other areas.  They did not do a good job in communicating.  



Another Achilles heal is how to communicate with people when there 
is no power, no television and no internet access.  He and many 
volunteers handed out thousands of notices for four to six days 
trying to get as much information to as many people as the Borough 
could.  He encouraged everyone to subscribe to Nixle on the 
Borough’s webpage at www.fortleenj.org which is the Borough’s free 
notification system which was providing updates on the fluid 
situation that Hurricane Sandy was.  After the hurricane a typical 
day was speaking to the Governor and his cabinet members getting 
real time information and then trying to relay that information to 
as many members of the public as possible.  Every day in the 
morning there would be a daily meeting with all of the department 
heads of the Borough’s emergency service workers.  This was done 
to make sure manpower was being distributed to all of the right 
places and there would be a meeting in the afternoon to find out 
where progress was being made and where to devote manpower for the 
next day.  He extended his gratitude to all of the people and 
volunteers who helped people with special needs.  It wasn’t a 
perfect ending by any means but the Borough did come together as 
best as it could under very trying circumstances.  If there was 
another storm like this which obviously he hopes never occurs, 
there are things he would do differently and there are things he 
would not change at all.  The ability of taking over gas stations 
to make sure all of the Borough’s emergency service vehicles had 
gasoline was very productive.  Getting notices to the public and 
setting up the shelter at the community center were also good 
things.  He’s grateful to the residents for sticking together and 
that Fort Lee survived what was a devastating event for many shore 
communities. There will be follow up meetings in the future to see 
what the Borough can do better next time if an event like this 
occurs again.  He again expressed his gratitude to all of the 
people who helped every one out during the hurricane.  He added 
that any tree that was down that was not impacting by a power line 
was gone within 24-48 hours of the hurricane.  The Borough by law 
had to hear from PSE&G before removing any tree on a power line to 
confirm that the lines were free of electricity. 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

PR-1 – Fort Lee Police Department Merit Board Ceremony 
 

 Mayor Sokolich introduced Chief Ripoli.  This is his last 
merit board ceremony as Chief as he will be retiring at the end  
of the year based on the State’s mandatory statutory age 
requirement.  He has had the privilege of serving with him for the 
last several years as Mayor and speaking to him and his department 
on an almost daily basis.  His tireless dedication and loyalty to  
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his department and the community is truly inspiring.  The 
community owes him a debt of gratitude and he and the community 
are proud of his performance and accomplishments.  He has kept the 
Borough safe.  He wished him well on his retirement and is hopeful 
the people who follow him will follow his lead and continue to 
keep the Borough the safe place it already is. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that because of Hurricane Sandy his 
schedule has been changed and he has a court ordered appearance 
tonight at 8:00 p.m. which unfortunately he will be leaving 
tonight’s meeting a little later.  This Mayor and Council meeting 
was originally scheduled for last Thursday but was pushed back to 
tonight because of Hurricane Sandy. 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

PR-1 – Police Department Merit Board Award Ceremony 

http://www.fortleenj.org/


 
Chief Ripoli thanked the Mayor for his kind words. 
 
He welcomed everyone to the Fort Lee Police Department’s 

ninth and his final Merit Board ceremony.  He believes it’s an 
important event due to the fact that it’s a morale booster for the 
rank and file members of the Police Department and it enables the 
public to see the heroic deeds the Fort Lee Police Officers are 
performing.  He thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing the 
ceremony to be held during its public meeting.  He also thanked 
Lt. Thomas Ottina and the rest of the Merit Board members for all 
of their help.   
 
 He thanked all the veterans who have served the country and 
are also now serving in the armed forces throughout the world.  He 
asked everyone to remember the men and women who are serving the 
country.   
 
 He thanked the Fire Department, Office of Emergency 
Management, Ambulance Corp and Department of Public Works for all 
of their efforts during Hurricane Sandy. 
 
 He will be giving out some special awards and then turning 
over the ceremony to Lt. Ottina.  
 

He stated that the Fort Lee Police Department is considered 
to be the one of the “best in the State of New Jersey” and after 
hearing tonight of the police officers heroic actions, 
investigative work and service to the community he believes 
everyone will agree.  

 
The Merit Board Award’s Ceremony brochure is available in the 

Office of the Borough Clerk and is part of the meeting minute’s 
folder. 

 
Chief Ripoli presented a Chief’s Plaque to the Mayor and 

Council members and Borough Attorney.   
 

 Chief Ripoli presented a Chief’s Plaque to all of the 
following business owners who have been in business for up to  
fifty years and who have given of themselves throughout those 
years with their time and donations they have made to help the 
Police Department and the community. 
 

Plaques were presented to the following people listed below: 
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     David Cafasso, *Robert Cafasso, Bruce Holtje, Terry Holtje, 
*Frank Vastano, Joseph Tropea, George Gentile, *Frank Patti, Tony 
Papavasiliou and Anthony Clemente    
 

* Not Present at Tonight’s Ceremony 
 
 
Chief Ripoli presented a Chief’s Plaque to Ann Piccirillo and 

*Erik Wander, reporters for the Fort Lee Patch.  He stated that 
the Police Department calls upon media outlets to issue public 
safety directives and other community based information.  Both Ann 
and Erik makes themselves available and assist the Police 
Department in getting the reports to the public in a timely 
fashion.  He thanked them for their support. 
      
    * Not Present at Tonight’s Ceremony 
 
 



 Chief Ripoli presented a Chief’s Plaque to Sandra Marin and 
Mike Hawkins for their work in maintaining the Police Department 
facility.  Their fine work is evident first hand by the public as 
they enter and move around police headquarters.  He recognized 
Sandra and Mike for their hard work and dedication to the 
department. 
 
 
 Chief Ripoli asked the family of William Birch to come 
forward.  He stated that the PBA named the pistol range for 
William Birch, the only officer in the history of the Fort Lee 
Police Department to be killed while answering a call in combat. 
Also, in the past couple of years the Mayor and Council named a 
street for William Birch.   In initial conversations with the 
Merit Board the Merit Board indicated to him that there was no 
Medal of Honor, but the Chief, replied “I’m the Chief, I know 
everything, there is a Medal of Honor” and shortly thereafter   
Merit Board members Lt. Ottina and Det. Ginsberg designed a Medal 
of Honor.  Hopefully, it will never have to be given out again.   
The Birch family has twenty one grandchildren.  He asked PBA 
President Officer Kevin Kosuda and Captain Keith Bendul to come 
forward.  He said that he worked for five police chiefs and all of 
them always showed respect to fallen Police Officer William Birch.  
He told Captain Bendul to continue that precedent.  He read a 
proclamation and presented the Medal of Honor to the members of 
the Birch family present tonight. 
 
 Chief Ripoli honored several South Korean military veterans 
who served for the Republic of Korea in Vietnam and who are 
members of Fort Lee VFW Post #2342.  These military veterans are 
currently trying to obtain veteran benefits and they have not been 
recognized by either South Korea or the United States to receive 
such benefits.  The members being honored have been strong 
supporters of the Police Department.  
 
 Chief Ripoli presented a Chief’s Plaque to Mr. Kim in honor 
of all the South Korean military veterans who are members of Fort 
Lee VFW Post #2342. 
  
 Chief Ripoli presented the Retired Police Veterans Award to 
the following military and retired police veterans who served in 
the armed forces: 
  
 Albert Palzer, Army – John Oates, Navy – Richard Hodge, Navy 
      - Ralph Liquor, Marines – *Tom Jones, Jr., Air Force  
      (His Brother, Jerry Jones Accepted on his Behalf) – Primo  
      Ottina, Navy – John Ford, Army – Thomas Sweeney, Army – 
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      Robert Boylan, Army 
    
 * Not Present at Tonight’s Ceremony 
   
 Chief Ripoli read a short biography and presented Sean 
Peppard with his Gold Detective Shield. 
 
 Chief Ripoli presented Det. Michele Morgenstern with the 
Chief’s Award for her efforts the last two years in getting the 
Police Department officially accredited by the Commission of 
Accreditation.  This accreditation should be occurring within the 
next couple of weeks. 
 
 Chief Ripoli recognized Det. Vincent Buda, P.O. Anthony Kim, 
P.O. Thomas Keelen, P.O. Michael Bialoblocki, *P.O. Deborah 
Siracuse and P.O. Christina Blue for their efforts in making the 
summer Junior Police Academy Award so successful.  The program is 
for incoming seventh and eight graders and allows them to 
understand the inner workings of the Police Department which 



fosters a mutual understanding and respect between the officers 
and youth of the Borough. 
 
 * Not Present at Tonight’s Ceremony 
 
 Chief Ripoli explained how the Merit Board was established 
and how it determines who will receive awards for Meritorious 
Service.  He recognized all the Merit Board members for the time 
and effort they put in to honor their fellow officers in getting 
the recognition they deserve for actions that have gone above and 
beyond the call of duty. (The Merit Board Members Being Honored 
Tonight are Included in the Ceremony Pamphlet Which is Available 
in the Office of the Borough Clerk and is Part of the Permanent 
Meeting Minutes.) 
 

Mayor Sokolich left at this point in the meeting at 
approximately 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
Police Chief’s Award (Officers of the Month End of 2011 and 2012) 
 
 Chief Ripoli read short biographies and handed out the Police 
Chief’s award, a ribbon, which the following officers are authorized 
to wear on their uniforms.  
 
 Captain Tim Ford, Lt. Robert Zevits, Det. Michele Morgenstern, 
Det. Robert Tilton, P.O. Kevin Kosuda, P.O. Patrick Kellett, P.O. 
Theron Kelly, P.O. Glenn Iafrate, P.O. Patrick Cillo, P.O. Anthony 
Kim, P.O. Darren Baumgardt and P.O. Michael Bialoblocki.  
 
 Chief Ripoli thanked everyone and turned the ceremony over to 
Lt. Ottina. 
 
 
 

MERIT BOARD CEREMONY CONTINUED 
 
 Lt. Ottina acknowledged Chief Ripoli for all of his help in 
getting the Merit Board restarted and making it such a public  
event.  He thanked the Mayor and Council for letting the Merit 
Board make their presentation publicly.  He also thanked all of 
the Merit Board members for all of their assistance.  
 
 He stated that he will miss Chief Ripoli as a friend and a 
mentor and read a plaque that was presented to him on behalf of 
the Fort Lee Police Department Merit Board. 
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 He briefly explained how and why the awards being presented 
tonight are given out.  It honors the special incidents that the 
officers have gone through.  It acknowledges their dedication,  
preservation of life as well as protection, valor and bravery.  He 
added that honor, leadership, loyalty and courage are qualities 
that are developed and mastered and qualities that the police 
department members over time, perfect.  The awards being handed 
tonight out are more than words on plaques and letters and ribbons 
on uniforms.  “These awards are to acknowledge the courage in 
their hearts, the honor in their soul, the leadership they 
developed and the loyalty and oath the members took to protect 
everyone.” 
  
 
Letter of Meritorious Service 
 
 Lt. Ottina presented a Letter of Meritorious Service to Lt. 
Stanely Zon, Det. Howard Ginsberg, Det. Kenneth Porrino, Det. Ed 
Young, Det. Douglas Cabler, P.O. Brett Howard, P.O. Marc 
Miskovitz, P.O. Michael Ferraro, P.O. Bryan Drumgoole, P.O. Dennis 



Pothos and P.O. Thomas Ripoli, Jr. for their efforts on February 
10, 2012 in arresting a male suspect with regard to a vehicular 
homicide after the actor abandoned his vehicle and was later 
apprehended. 
 
 In addition P.O. Kellet also received a Meritorious Service 
Medal for the above incident. 
 
 
Meritorious Service Medal 
 

Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to P.O. 
Mark Radoian and P.O. Anthony Bozzetti for their efforts on August 
9, 2012 leading to the arrest of a male suspect who had committed 
a car burglary in Palisades Park, who then fled on bicycle towards 
Fort Lee.  Their efforts led to the arrest of the suspect who had 
also committed two unreported car burglaries in the Borough. 

 
 

Meritorious Service Medal 
 

Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to P.O. 
Alex Lorenzo and P.O. William Triantafillou for their efforts on 
February 10, 2012 leading to the arrest of a male and female who 
had burglarized a home in Palisades Park   The fleeing male 
suspect was found and detained by Officer Lorenzo at gunpoint 
until backup could arrive.  Officer Triantafillou stopped the  
female suspect in the getaway vehicle on Fifth Street and Edsall 
Boulevard in Palisades Park. 
 
 
Civilian Appreciation Award 
 
 Lt. Ottina presented the Civilian Appreciation Award to 
Thomas Boyce, Jr. for his decisive actions on April 25, 2011 while 
working as a manger in Rite-Aid in Fort Lee he noticed an elderly 
gentlemen had come in three times to make wire transfers to a city 
in Guatemala.  Mr. Boyce spoke to the gentleman who explained why 
he was sending the wire transfers.  Mr. Boyce realized it was a 
scam and stopped the last Western Union money transfer in the 
amount of $1,650.00 from going through.  Mr. Boyce then 
accompanied the gentleman to the Police Department to file a 
report. 
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Life Saving Award 
 

Lt. Ottina presented the Life Saving Citation to P.O. Carlos 
Cabrera for his efforts on October 11, 2011 which was a few days 
after last year’s Merit Board ceremony.  Officer Cabrera was 
dispatched to a home on Fifteenth Street, where a male was seated 
on the couch, was having difficulty breathing, was unresponsive 
and had no pulse.  He along with a member of the Fort Lee 
Volunteer Ambulance Corp quickly administered CPR.  The victim was 
revived, gained consciousness and began breathing on his own.  He 
was then transported to Englewood Hospital for further evaluation.   
 
 
Lettter of Meritorious Service 
 

Lt. Ottina presented a Letter of Meritorious Service to P.O. 
Mark Radoian and P.O. Christina Blue for their efforts on August 
2, 2012.  They had stopped a vehicle on Route 4 East.  During the 
on scene investigation the vehicle was impounded.  A search 
warrant was then requested and executed and in the search of the 



vehicle three illegal handguns were found with hollow nose 
bullets.  
 
 
PBA Presentation 
 
 PBA President Kevin Kosuda, on behalf of the PBA members, 
presented Chief Ripoli with a plaque.  Officer Kosuda read the 
inscription on the plaque. 
 
 Lt. Ottina added that Chief Ripoli has served forty-one years 
with the Police Department making him the longest tenured officer 
in Fort Lee Police Department history. 
  
 
Letter of Meritorious Service  
 

Lt. Ottina presented a Letter of Meritorious Service to Lt. 
Stanley Zon, P.O. Marc Miskovitz, Detective Sean Peppard, P.O.  
Patrick Kellet, P.O. Bryan Drumgoole and P.O. Ralph Liquori for 
their efforts on July 12, 2012 leading to the arrest of three 
suspects who were in the midst of burglarizing a home on English 
Street.  The on scene investigation revealed that the front door  
had been kicked in and the burglary was in progress. All three of 
the suspects eventually revealed themselves and were arrested 
accordingly. 
 
 

Council President Cervieri chaired the meeting from this 
point in the meeting.  He requested a brief recess at this time. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the meeting was recessed for a short break at 8:35 p.m. 
 
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the meeting was reconvened at 8:42 p.m. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 
13, 2012 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Goldberg 
abstaining. 
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 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 18, 
2012 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Cervieri 
abstaining. 
 
 

On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the November 1, 
2012 Executive Session were approved. 
  
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2012-39 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  
Placement of Handicapped Parking Space by 1241 Anderson Avenue   
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman  
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2012-39 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 



first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 20, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-40 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Section I,  
to Include a No Parking Zone on Crescent Way (West Side) from  
its Apex with Bridle Way to its Intersection With Crescent Court  
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, Ord. #2012-40 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, 
SECTION 43 SCHEDULE I NO PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 20, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-41 - Authorizing a Special Emergency Appropriation 
for Accumulated Sick, Vacation and Related Expenses in Connection 
With the Retirement of Borough Employees - $368,908.00 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-41 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$368,908.00 FOR ACCUMULATED SICK, VACATION AND RELATED EXPENSES IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE RETIREMENT OF BOROUGH EMPLOYEES, IN AND BY THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
December 20, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky  
            Cervieri 
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Ordinance #2012-42 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  
Deletion of Certain Handicapped Parking Spaces on Cedar Street  
Glen Road  
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-42 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED “HANDICAPPED PARKING 
SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 20, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-43 - Bond Ordinance for Financing for the 
Acquisition of Land at 183 Main Street, Block 4851, Lot 5 – 
Settlement of a Civil Action Entitled 183 Main Street Realty 
Associates, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter. 
 



 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2012-43 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING 
$2,050,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,982,380 
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF” 
was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
the December 5, 2012 Executive Session meeting at 8:00 p.m.  
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 Mr. Cervieri continued to chair the meeting from this point 
in the meeting. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-44 - Amending Chapter 90-2 Police Department  
Formation and Rank 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-44 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 90-2, POLICE DEPARTMENT, FORMATION AND RANK, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 20, 
2012. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2012-33 – Amending Chapter 159 Builders and Contractors 
- to Comply With N.J.S.A. 56:8-136 Contractors Registration Act 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
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Ord. #2012-33 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 159 
BUILDING AND CONTRACTORS, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
  
Ordinance #2012-34 – Amending Chapter 258 Landscapers and 
Snowplowing Contractors – To Comply With N.J.S.A. 56:8-136 
Contractor’s Registration Act 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman  
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-34 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 258 
LANDSCAPERS AND SNOWPLOWING CONTRACTORS, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 



closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2012-35 – Appropriating $71,700.00 for Inwood Terrace 
Park Improvements and Authorizing the Issuance of $35,150.00 Bonds 
or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-35 “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO INWOOD 
TERRACE PARK PLAYGROUND IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $71,700.00 THEREFOR 
AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $35,150.00 OR NOTES OF  
THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-36 - Authorizing the Acquisition by Negotiated 
Purchase or Eminent Domain of Property at 183 Main Street, Block 
4851, Lot 5 for the Purposes of Creating Additional Public 
Parkland and Open Space 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter. 
 
 Ms. Kasofsky chaired this portion of the meeting. 
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 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the following minor amendments were offered: 
 

Original Text 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
have determined that it is in the public interest to acquire a fee 
simple interest in a 0.1315 acre property in Fort Lee, 
approximately 28 feet in width by 2001 feet in length, located at 
183 Main Street, in Fort Lee, New Jersey, legally identified as 
Block 4851, Lot 5 on the Tax Map for the Borough of Fort Lee (the 
“Property”), for the purpose of establishing a new public park and 
open space for the benefit of Borough residents and visitors.   
 
 

Amended Text 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
have determined that it is in the public interest to acquire a fee 
simple interest in a 0.443 acre property in Fort Lee, 
approximately 75 feet in width by 200 feet in length, located at 
183 Main Street, in Fort Lee, New Jersey, legally identified as 
Block 4851, Lot 5 on the Tax Map for the Borough of Fort Lee (the 



“Property”), for the purpose of establishing a new public park and 
open space for the benefit of Borough residents and visitors.   
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was amended on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-36- entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION BY NEGOTIATED 
PURCHASE OR EMINENT DOMAIN OF PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS BLOCK 4851, 
LOT 5, ALSO KNOWN AS 183 MAIN STREET, FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF CREATING ADDITIONAL PUVLIC PARKLAND AND OPEN SPACE” as 
amended. 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
             
 Mr. Cervieri chaired the meeting from this point. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-37 - Amending Chapter 289, Parking, Article IV 
Parking Meters et al. Section 15 Parking Meter Zones Established 
(17) Lewis  Street and (20) Fletcher Avenue - Hours on Meters from 
Three Hours to Nine Hours and One Hour to Nine Hours Respectively 
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting at approximately 8:47 p.m. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman  
Goldberg carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-37 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, 
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ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT 
PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES ESTABLISHED; VIOLATIONS 
AND PENALITIES OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
  
Ordinance #2012-38 - Amending Chapter 289 Parking, Article IV 
Parking Meters et al. Section 36 Residential Permit Parking – 
Certain Streets to be Restricted to Parking for Residents Only on  
Saturday, Sunday and Holidays 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-38 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, 
ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT AND PERMIT 
PARKING, SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 



 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
  
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-10. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $11,909,420.02 
Capital                                          160,438.14 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,370.50 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         31,272.10 
Special Dog Account                                5,000.00 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
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Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                                n/a 
Redemption Account                                12,864.08 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    8,517.00 
Police Justice                                          n/a 
Flexible Spending                                       n/a 
 
Total:                                       $12,128,881.84 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Richard  
Russo for Fire Company #4  
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Richard Russo for 
Fire Company #4 was approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Appointing Ashley Yook as an Additional Member to the Fort  
Lee Main Street Study Committee 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to provide for the 



continued economic vitality and contribution to the Borough of 
Fort Lee, its residents and taxpayers of Fort Lee’s historic Main 
Street commercial district; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to support the many 
property owners and business owners who contribute daily to the 
vitality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to ensure that the 
Main Street commercial district continues to serve the shopping 
needs of local families and the investment demands of a 
competitive regional marketplace, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council 
wishes to investigate the use, benefit, appropriateness and cost 
of a business improvement district (BID) along the Main Street 
Commercial District in Fort Lee.  Towards that end, the Mayor and 
Council establishes the Fort Lee Main Street Study Committee, 
operating under the auspices of the Borough of Fort Lee, to carry 
out said investigation and report back to the Mayor/Council their 
findings, conclusions and recommendations. 
 
 The following individual is hereby appointed to serve on the 
Fort Lee Main Street Study Committee and join the other eleven 
people who were originally approved by the governing body on 
October 11, 2012: 
 

Ashley Yook 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Request for Review and Approval by the Council  
on Affordable Housing of a Revised Municipal Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund Spending Plan 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF    
  FORT LEE REQUESTING REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE COUNCIL  
  ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING OF A REVISED MUNICIPAL AFFORDABLE  
  HOUSING TRUST FUND SPENDING PLAN 
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Borough of Fort Lee, County of 
Bergen, State of New Jersey (“Borough”), has petitioned the 
Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”) for substantive 
certification of its Housing Element and Fair Share Plan as on 
December 18, 2010 and submitted an updated Housing Element and 
Fair Share Plan to COAH on February 2, 2010; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough received approval from COAH of its 

development fee ordinance on March 19, 2010, which the Borough 
adopted on July 22, 2010; and 

 
WHEREAS, the development fee ordinance establishes an 

affordable housing trust fund that includes development fees, 
payments from developers in lieu of constructing affordable units 
on-site, barrier free escrow funds, rental income, repayments from 
affordable housing program loans, recapture funds, proceeds from 
the sale of affordable units, and/or affordable housing funding 
obtained through any other means; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.1(d) requires a municipality with an 

affordable housing trust fund to receive approval of a spending 
plan from COAH prior to spending any of the funds in its housing 
trust fund; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough received approval from COAH of its 

spending plan on December 15, 2010; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the Borough now seeks COAH approval of an amendment 
to its spending plan to allocate a portion of its affordable 

housing trust fund to the Fort Lee Housing Authority for 
rehabilitation 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C 5:97-8.10 requires a spending plan to include the 
following: 

 

1. A projection of revenues anticipated from imposing fees on 
development, based on pending, approved and anticipated developments 
and historic development activity; 

 

2. A projection of revenues anticipated from other sources, including 
payments in lieu of constructing affordable units on sites zoned for 
affordable housing, funds from the sale of units with extinguished 
controls, proceeds from the sale of affordable units, rental income, 
repayments from affordable housing program loans, and interest 
earned;  

 

3. A description of the administrative mechanism that the municipality 
will use to collect and distribute revenues; 

 

4. A description of the anticipated use of all affordable housing trust 
funds pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.7, 8.8, and 8.9; 

 

5. A schedule for the expenditure of all affordable housing trust 
funds; 

 

6. If applicable, a schedule for the creation or rehabilitation of 
housing units; 

 

7. A pro-forma statement of the anticipated costs and revenues 
associated with the development if the municipality envisions 
supporting or sponsoring public sector or non-profit construction of 
housing; and 

 

8. A plan to spend the trust fund balance as of July 17, 2008 within 
four years of the Council’s approval of the spending plan, or in 
accordance with an implementation schedule approved by the Council; 
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9. A plan to spend and/or contractually commit all development fees and 
any payments in lieu of construction within three years of the end 
of the calendar year in which funds are collected, but no later than 
the end of third round substantive certification period; 

 

10. The manner through which the municipality will address any expected 
or unexpected shortfall if the anticipated revenues from development 
fees are not sufficient to implement the plan; and 

 
11. A description of the anticipated use of excess affordable housing 

trust funds, in the event more funds  
 

12. than anticipated are collected, or projected funds exceed the amount 
necessary for satisfying the municipal affordable housing 
obligation. 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has prepared a Revised Spending Plan 
consistent with N.J.A.C.  5:97-8.10 and P.L. 2008, c.46. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, requests that COAH review 
and approve the Borough of Fort Lee’s Revised Spending Plan in the 
form annexed hereto (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) 
as Exhibit “A”. 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Designation of the Fort Lee Environmental &  
Beautification Committee as the Borough’s “Green Team” 
 



  Borough of Fort Lee - Designating the Fort Lee Environmental &  
  Beautification Committee as the Borough’s “Green Team” 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee strives to save tax dollars, 
assure clean air and water, improve working and living 
environments to build a community that is sustainable 
economically, environmentally and socially; a community which 
would thrive well into the new century; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to build a model of 
government which benefits our residents now and far into the 
future with green community initiatives which are easy to 
replicate and affordable to implement; and 

 WHEREAS, in an attempt to assist the Borough in identifying 
and implementing “green” initiatives and issues, the Borough 
previously under (Resolution/Ordinance No./Date …) created, 
established and appointed members to an Environmental and 
Beautification Committee; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has been participating in 
and working towards certification in the Sustainable Jersey 
program, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby designates the Fort Lee 
Environmental and Beautification Committee as the Borough’s “Green 
Team” for purposes of participation and certification under the 
Sustainable Jersey Program; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee Mission, the Green Team will identify, 
research and evaluate “Green” initiatives which are economically 
and environmentally sound by collaborating with Borough employees, 
service providers and other governmental agencies to share 
resource information and ideas.  
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CA-6 - Authorizing Adoption of a Complete Streets Policy  
Implementing Planning, Design, Construction, Maintenance and 
Operation of New and Retrofit Transportation Facilities Within the 
Public Rights-of-Way in the Borough 
 
   Adoption of a Complete Streets Policy Implementing Planning,  
   Design, Construction, Maintenance, and Operation of New and  
   Retrofit Transportation Facilities within the Public  
   Rights-of-Way in the Borough of Fort Lee 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough for Fort Lee is committed to creating 
and implementing a Complete Streets Policy within the Borough 
through planning, design, construction, maintenance, and operation 
of new and retrofit transportation facilities within the Borough 
Public Rights-of-Way including facilities that can safely 
accommodate and improve safe access and mobility of pedestrians, 
bicyclists, transit users of all ages and abilities;  and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s 
Complete Streets Policy seeks to implement through planning, 
designing, and construction of safe access and mobility of 
pedestrians and other transit users of all ages and abilities;  
and 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council and Borough of Fort Lee 
supports the complete streets initiative and wishes to create a 
comprehensive, integrated, connected street network that safely 
accommodates all road users of all abilities and for all trips, 



 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that all public street projects 
undertaken by the Borough shall be designed and constructed as 
“Complete Streets” whenever it is feasible to do so in order to 
safely accommodate travel by pedestrians, bicyclists, public 
transit and motorized vehicles and their passengers subject to the 
following conditions: 
 

1. Pedestrian and bicycle facilities shall not be required where 
they are prohibited by law. 

2. Public transit facilities shall not be required on streets 
not serving as transit routes and desirability of the transit 
facilities will be decided on a project-by-project basis. 

3. Scarcity of populations, travel and attractors, both existing 
and future, indicate the absence of need for such 
accommodations. 

4. Detrimental environmental or social impacts outweigh the need 
for these accommodations. 

5. Inclusion of such infrastructure would be unreasonable or 
inappropriate in light of the scope of the project. 

6. The cost of accommodation is substantially disproportionate 
to the cost of the project, in excess of five (5%) as 
determined by engineering estimates that would have to be 
funded with local tax dollars, in that event, and the 
approval by the Mayor and Council must be obtained for the 
same prior to the bidding of the project.  

7. Safety and timing of the project is compromised by the 
inclusion of elements of the policy. 

 
CA-7 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications 
and Advertise for Bids for a New Ambulance  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of  
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Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  
 
     . New Ambulance for the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corp  
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing the Tax Collector to Extend the Fourth Quarter  
Property Tax Grace Period to November 29th 
 
 WHEREAS, Hurricane Sandy caused hardship and disruption to 
the lives of many Fort Lee residents; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, it was impossible for many taxpayers to pay their 
4th Quarter 2012 Property Taxes within the designated time.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council, 
have extended the grace period until November 29, 2012, and any 
taxes received after that date, will be charged interest back 
until November 1, 2012. 
 
 
CA-9 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Jean Sweeney, Keyboarding 
Clerk 4, in the Police Department Records Room – Effective 
December 1st 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Jean Sweeney, Keyboarding Clerk 4 with 
the Police Department has submitted a retirement notice dated 
October 30, 2012 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    



 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Sweeney’s retirement will be 
effective December 1, 2012 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 
 
CA-10 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Kathy Patrick, Senior  
Police Records Clerk, in the Police Department Records Room – 
Effective December 1st 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Kathleen Patrick, Senior Police Records 
Clerk with the Police Department has submitted a retirement notice 
dated October 31, 2012 and the Mayor and Council have accepted 
same; and    
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Patrick’s retirement will be 
effective December 1, 2012 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 
     There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-10) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 - Authorizing the Issuance of Requests for Qualifications for  
2013 for Professional Services for the Borough of Fort Lee for 
Legal, Financial, Engineering, Health Benefits and Risk Management 
Services  
 
 Mayor Sokolich explained the resolution in detail. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
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     A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF REQUESTS FOR                 
     QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE FOR LEGAL, FINANCIAL, ENGINEERING, RISK  
     MANAGEMENT AND BANKING SERVICES  
 
 
     WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2006, N.J.S.A 19:44A-20.1 et seq., 
commonly known as the “State Pay to Play” law, enacted by  
the New Jersey State Legislature shall become effective; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.3, a municipality may 
not award contracts with a value in excess of $17,500.00 to a 
business entity which has made reportable  contributions in excess 
of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the said municipality’s political 
parties or to any candidate’s committee  
of any person serving in an elective public office of the said 
municipality when such a contract was awarded, unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open  
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the  
following: (1) public advertisement of a Request for 
Qualifications (hereinafter the “RFQ”) issued a minimum ten (10) 
calendar days notice prior to the receipt of responses to the RFQ; 
(2) award of contract under a process that provides for public 
solicitation of qualifications; (3) award of contract under 
publicly disclosed criteria established, in writing, by the 
municipality prior to the solicitation of qualifications; and (4) 
the municipality shall publicly open and announce the 



qualifications when awarded; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(hereinafter the “Borough”) to engage legal, financial and 
engineering professionals and the Borough desires to appoint such 
professionals by a “fair and open process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.1 et seq.,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that 
requests for RFQs for professional services for the following 
professional services for the Borough and its agencies are hereby 
authorized: 
 
 1.  Borough Attorney 
 2.  Labor Attorney 
 3.  Borough Auditor 
 4.  Bond Counsel 
 5.  Borough Engineer 
 6.  Building Department/Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 
 7.  Municipal Court/Police Department Accountant/Office of 
          Economic Development Accountant 
 8.  Tax Counsel 
 9.  Borough Risk Manager 
     10. Health Benefits Consultant 
 11. Traffic Engineer 
     12. Purchasing Consultant 
     13. Special/Conflict Counsel 
     14. Borough Planner 
     15. Rent Leveling Board Attorney 
      
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all of the RFQs for the 
professional services as set forth hereinabove shall be prepared 
and published in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. and 
all such RFQs shall be evaluated on the basis of the most  
advantageous RFQ, all factors considered, including, but not 
limited to: (1) experience and reputation in the profession; (2)  
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knowledge of the subject matter to be addressed under contract; 
(3) availability to accommodate any required meetings of the  
Borough or Borough Agency; (4) and any other factors if  
demonstrated to be in the best interest of the Borough or Borough 
Agency. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
R-2 - Authorizing the Issuance of Special Emergency Notes for  
Accumulated Sick, Vacation and Related Expenses in Connection with 
the Retirement of Borough Employees – $368,908.00 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$368,908 SPECIAL EMERGENCY NOTES FOR 
ACCUMULATED SICK, VACATION AND RELATED 
EXPENSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE RETIREMENT OF 
BOROUGH EMPLOYEES, IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds 
of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 10.  An ordinance authorizing a special emergency 

appropriation of $368,908 for accumulated sick, vacation and 



related expenses in connection with the retirement of Borough 
employees has been finally adopted by the Borough of Fort Lee, in 
the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the “Borough”), and a copy 
thereof has been filed with the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services. 
 

Section 11. (a)  In order to finance the special 
emergency appropriation described in Section 1 of this 
resolution, the Borough is hereby authorized to borrow the sum of 
$368,908 and to issue its special emergency notes therefor in 
accordance with the Local Budget Law of New Jersey (N.J.S.A. 
40A:4-55). 
 

(b) The special emergency notes authorized by this 
resolution may be issued in amounts and denominations not 
exceeding in the aggregate the amount of notes authorized herein, 
as determined by the chief financial officer of the Borough 
pursuant to this resolution. 

 
(c) The Borough may finance the special emergency 

appropriation from surplus funds available or may borrow money in 
a manner prescribed herein.  Where an appropriation is financed 
from surplus funds available, at least one-fifth of the amount 
thereof shall be included in each annual budget until the 
appropriation has been fully provided for. 

 
Section 12.  The following matters in connection with the 

notes are hereby determined: 
 
(a) All notes issued hereunder and any renewals thereof shall 
mature at such time as may be determined by the chief financial 
officer within the limitations of the Local Budget Law, provided 
however, that at least one-fifth of all such notes and the 
renewals thereof shall mature and be paid in each year so that all 
notes and renewals shall have matured and have been paid 
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not later than the last day of the fifth year following the date 
of this resolution; 

 
(b) All notes issued hereunder shall bear interest at such 

rate or rates as may be determined by the chief financial officer; 
 
(c) The notes shall be in the form determined by the chief 

financial officer and the chief financial officer’s signature upon 
the notes shall be conclusive as to such determination. 

 
Section 13.  The chief financial officer is hereby 

authorized and directed to determine all matters in connection 
with the notes not determined by this or a subsequent resolution 
and the chief financial officer’s signature upon the notes shall 
be conclusive as to such determination. 
 

Section 14.  The chief financial officer is hereby 
authorized to sell the notes from time to time at public or 
private sale in such amounts as such officer may determine at not 
less than par and to deliver the same from time to time to the 
purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price 
plus accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery 
thereof and payment therefor. 
 

Section 15.  Any instrument issued pursuant to this 
resolution shall be a general obligation of the Borough.  The 
full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the 
punctual payment of the principal of and the interest on the 
obligations and, unless otherwise paid or payment provided for, 
an amount sufficient for such payment shall be inserted in the 



budget and a tax sufficient to provide for the payment thereof 
shall be levied and collected. 
 

Section 16.  The chief financial officer is authorized and 
directed to report in writing to this governing body at the 
meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the 
notes pursuant to this resolution is made, such report to include 
the amount, description, interest rate and maturity of the notes 
sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 
 

Section 17.  A copy of this resolution as adopted shall be 
filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services in the Department of Community Affairs of the State of 
New Jersey. 
 

Section 18.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
            Cervieri 
 
 
R-3 - Authorizing an Emergency Appropriation to Fund Police 
Overtime Compensation and Further Authorizing the Issuance of 
Emergency Notes to Fund Such Emergency Appropriation – $500,000.00   
 
 Mayor Sokolich explained the reasons why the Borough is  
approving this resolution as well as R-4. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY 
APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-48 TO FUND 
POLICE OVERTIME COMPENSATION AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF EMERGENCY NOTES TO FUND SUCH EMERGENCY 
APPROPRIATION 
 

 WHEREAS, an emergency has arisen requiring the appropriation 
of funds of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New 
Jersey (the “Borough”), in the amount of $500,000 to provide for 
police overtime compensation, including all related costs and 
expenditures incidental thereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total amount of emergency appropriations 
created, including the appropriation to be created by this 
resolution, is $500,000, and 3% of the total current and utility 
operating appropriations in the budget for CY 2012 is 
$2,081,750.23; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the foregoing emergency appropriation, together with 
prior emergency appropriations, also does not exceed 3% of the 
total operating appropriations in the budget for CY 2012, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (by not less than two-thirds 
of the full membership of the governing body affirmatively 
concurring) as follows: 
 

1. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-48, an emergency 
appropriation is hereby made in the amount of $500,000 
for police overtime compensation, including all related 



costs and expenditures incidental thereto.  The $500,000 
appropriated herein is sufficient to fund the emergency 
described herein. 

 
2. An emergency note not in excess of $500,000 is hereby 

authorized to be issued pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-51.   
 
3. The emergency note authorized herein, if issued, shall 

be executed by the Mayor and the Chief Financial Officer 
of the Borough and attested by the Borough Clerk. 

 
4. The Chief Financial Officer of the Borough is hereby 

delegated the authority to sell and award the note, if 
any, and such notes, if issued, may be renewed from time 
to time by the Chief Financial Officer provided that any 
such renewals shall be payable on or before December 31, 
2013. 

 
5. Two certified copies of this resolution shall be filed 

with the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services. 

 
6. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
            Cervieri 
 
R-4 - Authorizing Storm Emergency Appropriation to Fund Storm  
Incurred Emergency Expenses From Hurricane Sandy – $500,000.00 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY 
APPROPRIATION RELATED TO HURRICANE SANDY  
 

 WHEREAS, an emergency has arisen requiring the appropriation 
of funds of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New 
Jersey (the “Borough”), in the amount of $500,000 to provide for 
expenses incurred during Hurricane Sandy, including all related 
costs and expenditures incidental thereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total amount of emergency appropriations 
created, including the appropriation to be created by this 
resolution, is $500,000.00, and 3% of the total current and 
utility operating appropriations in the budget for CY 2012 is 
$2,081,750.23; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the foregoing emergency appropriation, together with 
prior emergency appropriations, also does not exceed 3% of the 
total operating appropriations in the budget for CY 2012. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED (by not less than two-thirds of 
the full membership of the governing body affirmatively 
concurring) as follows: 
 

7. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-48, an emergency 
appropriation is hereby made in the amount of 
$500,000.00 for costs incurred during Hurricane Sandy, 
including all related costs and expenditures incidental 
thereto.  The $500,000.00 appropriated herein is 
sufficient to fund the emergency described herein. 

 



8. An emergency note not in excess of $500,000.00 is hereby 
authorized to be issued pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-51.   

 
9. The emergency note authorized herein, if issued, shall 

be executed by the Mayor and the Chief Financial Officer 
of the Borough and attested by the Borough Clerk. 

 
10. The Chief Financial Officer of the Borough is hereby 

delegated the authority to sell and award the note, if 
any, and such notes, if issued, may be renewed from time 
to time by the Chief Financial Officer provided that any 
such renewals shall be payable on or before December 31, 
2013. 

 
11. Two certified copies of this resolution shall be filed 

with the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services. 

 
12. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 
R-5 - Amending Capital Budget 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2012 was 
amended on the 11th day of October, 2012; and 
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 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 
section, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 
amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2012 
Budget be made: 
 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2012) 
    
         Capital     Grants in            To Be 
                   Estimated      Improvement     Aid and          Debt          Funded In 
Project             Total Cost       Fund         Other Funds     Authorized     Future Years 
  
 
 
Total All Projects   17,900,200     136,500        181,200      12,582,5000       5,000,000       
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 
                       Funding Amounts Per Year       
 
Project #2012-1   Estimated Total   Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 
                    Cost                Year    Year      Year       Year     Year      Year 
                                        2012    2013      2014       2015     2016      2017 
 
 
 
Total All Projects  17,900,200       12,900,200 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  
       Estimated     Capital  Grants in Aid  Bonds and Notes 
Project           Total Cost    Improvement    and Other        General     
                                     Fund            Funds 



 
 
Total All Projects    17,900,200     386,500       181,200         17,332,500 
 
 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2012) 
 
      Capital Grants in                 To Be 
       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Aid and      Debt          Funded In 
Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Other Funds  Authorized     Future Years 
 
Acquisition   2012-5     2,050,000      97,620                    1,952,380 
 Of Land 
 
Total All Projects      19,950,200     234,120      181,200      14,534,880     5,000,000 
          
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2011-2016 
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 

 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project    Project    Estimated  Estimated   Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 
              #       Total Cost Completion   Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 

 
                                   Time        2012     2013    2014   2015   2016   2017 
 
Various Impr 2012-5    2,050,000   2012    2,300,000 
             
                                                             
Total All Projects    19,950,200          14,950,200  1,000,000 Each Year for 2013-2017 
 
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 
  Estimated Total Capital  Grants in Aid    Bonds and Notes 
Project        Cost          Improvement     and Other          General 
                               Fund           Funds 
 
2012-5       2,050,000        97,620                           1,952,380 
 
Total All   19,950,200       484,120         181,200           19,284,880 
Projects 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 
resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 
Local Government Services. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Sohmer – hoped that everyone has recovered from 
Hurricane Sandy.  It was a terrible experience in Fort Lee as well 
as everywhere in the northeast corridor. 
 
 He stated that Tom Meyers held a dinner last Saturday night 
at In Napoli for the Thomas Paine statue fund.  The dinner was in 
honor of Kay Nest and VFW Post #2342 Commander, James Viola.  He 
praised Mr. Meyers for the efforts he made to make it such a great 
evening.  
 
 He thanked the voters in showing confidence in him by re-
electing him and Councilman Cervieri to another three year council 
term.   
 
 He stated that this Saturday, November 17th at 12:00 noon is 
the annual retreat reenactment in honor the 236th anniversary of 
General Washington’s Retreat from Fort Lee.  The Revolutionary War 
re-enactors will exit the Fort Lee Historic Park on Hudson Terrace 



at 12:00 noon and the public is invited to march along the actual 
retreat route used on November 20, 1776 on Main Street. Following 
the ceremony at Monument Park there will be free hot cider and 
donuts in the Fort Lee Museum courtesy of the Fort Lee Historical 
Society. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – hoped all the residents are getting back to 
normal.  He thanked all the Borough employees, many of them who 
went above and beyond the call of duty during Hurricane Sandy. 
It was reassuring to see all of the emergency workers out when the 
storm was on-going.  The damage was so great that it was 
impossible to stay ahead of the storm as transformers were being 
blown out all over, but the workers gave it their all.   
 
 He stated that Fort Lee PBA Local 245 will be collecting 
donations for the drive for the Jersey Shore.  Donations will be 
collected at the Police Department through November 30th.  The 
membership of the PBA will transport much needed supplies directly 
to those communities destroyed by Hurricane Sandy.  All donations 
will be accepted.  The most needed items are non-perishable foods, 
canned foods, box cereals, cookies, water, sports drinks, baby 
formula, baby food, diapers, male and female toiletries, cleaning 
supplies, flashlights and batteries.  The PBA is not requesting 
checks, but if anyone wants to donate money, checks should be made 
out to PBA 245.  All checks will be cashed and the money will be 
used to buy the needed supplies.  For further information contact 
Kevin Kosuda at 201-592-3700 ext 3518. 
  
 He offered his congratulations to Messrs. Sohmer and Cervieri 
on their re-election.  He looks forward to continue to work with 
them. 
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Councilman Sargenti – praised all the dedicated workers for their 
efforts during Hurricane Sandy.  He also noted that residents 
throughout the Borough were helping other residents throughout 
this long event including the many days after the Hurricane that a 
lot of the residents were without power. 
 
 He offered his congratulation to Messrs. Sohmer and Cervieri 
on their victory. 
 
 He also offered congratulations to David Sarnoff, Holly 
Morell, Esther Han Silver and Candy Romba for being elected to the 
Fort Lee Board of Education. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – also offered her congratulations to 
Messrs. Cervieri and Sohmer.   
 
 She stated that the library will be holding the second of 
four free special holiday season concerts on Sunday, November 18th 
at 2:00 p.m.  The MIKA Jazz Trio will be performing this Sunday.   
MIKA combines her love of the sounds of Jazz, Samba, and Bossa 
Nova learned and shared over the years in Japan, Brazil, Taiwan, 
Paris, India and New York.  
 
 She stated that since the Hurricane the Health Department has 
re-inspected all the eating establishments throughout the Borough.  
Over 135 restaurants and grocery stores have been checked and are 
satisfactory. 
 
 She wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving. 
 



 
Councilman Cervieri – thanked everyone who helped during Hurricane 
Sandy.  He also wanted to recognize the Mayor and Ms. Thomas for 
coordinating everyone throughout the Hurricane and its aftermath.  
He expressed his heartfelt thanks to everyone for getting the 
Borough through this disaster. 
 
 He expressed his appreciation to all of the Police Department 
members who keep the Borough so safe. 
 
 He thanked the voters for re-electing him and Councilman 
Sohmer.  He and the entire governing body strive to do the best 
that they can and to represent each and every citizen of the 
Borough as well as business owners who make Fort Lee the envy of 
Bergen County. 
 
 He announced that on Saturday, November 24th a Paul Ortlip 
painting will be rededicated at the Fort Lee Library Gallery at 
12:00 noon. 
 
 He wished everyone a safe, happy and healthy Thanksgiving. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – congratulated Messrs. Cervieri and Sohmer on 
being re-elected.  He stated it’s a privilege and a lot of fun 
working with both of them and he’s happy the governing body 
remains intact. 
 
 He stated that one of the biggest problems with Hurricane 
Sandy was trying to reach residents who did not have any power. 
He added that he believes it’s everyone’s public duty to subscribe 
to the Borough’s free public notification system known as NIXLE.  
Just go to www.fortleenj.org and hit the NIXLE box and it only  
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takes a minute or two to sign up and residents can register and  
get information through e-mail and/or texting.  No privacy rights 
are being given up by registering.  Then the Borough can update 
everyone on a regular basis.  Obviously, in this case not everyone 
would have been reached, but it would have reached a large segment 
of the population that was unreachable.  NIXLE is not only for 
disasters but it relays current traffic information, if an area in 
town is blacked out and for special Borough events. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – praised Mr. Grant for the job he did  in 
this particular election in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.  
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – stated that the Borough has a radio station 
and it has to be found out why it wasn’t up and running.  Even 
with battery operated radios, it would have been another way to 
communicate with the residents. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – announced that the Borough will be holding its 
holiday tree lighting ceremony on Thursday, December 6th.  He 
guaranteeing a fun, enjoyable event.  The Borough will be 
unveiling the largest holiday tree in this area.  He’s expecting 
at least a 1000 people to attend this special evening. 
 
 He extended his gratitude to David Grant for playing the 
National Anthem on his acoustic guitar. 
 
 
Ms. Thomas – added that as part of the tree lighting ceremony 
there will be a toy drive which is being held throughout the 

http://www.fortleenj.org/


holiday season at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 
public for discussion. 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Dave Rowan            .Ord #2012-38 - Thanked 
Hudson Terrace          the Mayor and Council 
                        For Adopting 
 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 
Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, and there 
being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 
objections at 9:20 p.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                             Thursday, October 11, 2012 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 



MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this past week one of Fort Lee’s 
greatest volunteers, Nat Infurna passed away.  Nat was a wonderful 
human being and the list of boards and commissions that he held in 
the Borough and the State were virtually countless.  Nat served on 
almost every Borough board at one point in his life.  Nat was a 
personal friend to the Mayor and someone the Mayor always 
respected.  The Borough has suffered a great loss and Nat will be 
sorely missed. 
 
 He announced that on a happier note the Borough will be 
holding its tree lighting ceremony on Thursday, December 6th at 
the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center.  One of the largest 
holiday trees in Bergen County will be officially unveiled on 
December 6th. 
 
 He stated that some trucks and equipment are now on the east 
portion of Redevelopment Area 5 which is the area closest to 
Central Road and Hudson Terrace.  The project began this past 
Monday and for the first time in close to forty-five years there 
is actively on that property.  He’s very hopeful that the actively 
will continue until there is a final certificate of occupancy 
issued. 
 
 

PROCLAMATION/PRESENTATION 
 

PR-1 – Ironman Triathlon Competitor – Paul Mandala 
 
 Mayor Sokolich read and presented the following proclamation  
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on behalf of the entire community to Borough resident Paul 
Mandala. 
 

WHEREAS, on August 11, 2012, the Borough of Fort Lee hosted 
the 2012 Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship and over 2100 world 
class athletes participated in this nationally televised and 
historic event, which by all accounts was one of the most 
successful triathlon events in the history of this Ironman 
Competition; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee served as the nucleus of the 

event and, in particular, the area known as Ross’ Dock, which 
served as the finishing line of the initial 2.4 mile swim, the 
starting and finishing line of the 112 mile bike race and the 
start of the 26.2 mile marathon; and,   

 
WHEREAS, by many accounts, August 11, 2012 was one of the 

most historic days in the 108 year history of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, which played host to thousands of spectators all without 
event or issue; and,  

 
WHEREAS, this historic athletic event was even more special 

with several residents of the Borough of Fort Lee participating in 
what many call the most challenging athletic organized event 
offered in the entire world; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, it 

is with great pleasure and pride that we proclaim our most sincere 
Congratulations to Paul Mandala for his participation in the 2012 
Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship hosted by the Borough of Fort 
Lee.   

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, as well as the entire Fort 

Lee community, collectively express its Congratulations to Paul 
Mandala in participating in this most historic athletic event and 



recognizes the tireless and incomparable commitment required to 
physically and emotionally prepare for this most challenging and 
epic event.    

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on this day, Paul 

Mandala is hereby acknowledged and it is hereby declared and 
directed that Paul Mandala’s participation in this event shall be 
made a permanent part of the public records in the Borough of Fort 
Lee and, in particular, his completion of the race in 14 hours, 8 
minutes and 9 seconds.  

 
  Mr. Mandala thanked the Mayor and Council for the 

proclamation and told everyone that if people remain diligent any 
goal can be achieved. 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 23, 2012 
Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Cervieri abstaining. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 6, 
2012 Executive Session were approved. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 
13, 2012 Regular Meeting were approved. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 4, 2012 
Executive Session were approved with Councilman Goldberg 
abstaining. 
 
    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2012-33 - Amending Chapter 159 Builders and Contractors 
- To Comply With N.J.S.A. 56:8-136 Contractors Registration Act 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, Ord. #2012-33 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 159 BUILDING AND CONTRACTORS, OF THE REVISED 
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for November 8, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-34 - Amending Chapter 258 Landscapers and 
Snowplowing Contractors – To Comply With N.J.S.A. 56:8-136 
Contractor Registration Act 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2012-34 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 258 LANDSCAPERS AND SNOWPLOWING CONTRACTORS, OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for November 8, 



2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-35 - Appropriating $71,700.00 for Inwood Terrace 
Park Improvements and Authorizing the Issuance of $35,150.00 Bonds 
or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2012-35 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS TO INWOOD TERRACE PARK PLAYGROUND IN AND BY THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $71,700.00 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$35,150.00 OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
November 8, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-36 - Authorizing the Acquisition by Negotiated 
Purchase or Eminent Domain of Property at 183 Main Street, Block 
4851, Lot 5 for the Purposes of Creating Additional Public 
Parkland and Open Space 
  
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
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podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2012-36 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH 
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION BY 
NEGOTIATED PURCHASE OR EMINENT DOMAIN OF PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS 
BLOCK 4851, LOT 5, ALSO KNOWN AS 183 MAIN STREET, FORT LEE, NEW 
JERSEY FOR THE PURPOSE OF CREATING ADDITIONAL PUVLIC PARKLAND AND 
OPEN SPACE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
November 8, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-37 - Amending Chapter 289, Parking, Article IV 
Parking  Meters et al. Section 15 Parking Meter Zones Established 
(17) Lewis  Street and (20) Fletcher Avenue - Hours on Meters from  
Three Hours to Nine Hours and One Hour to Nine Hours  
Respectively 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-37 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL 
PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES 
ESTABLISHED; VIOLATIONS AND PENALITIES OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 



 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for November 8, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-38 - Amending Chapter 289 Parking, Article IV 
Parking Meters et al. Section 36 Residential Permit Parking – 
Certain Streets to be Restricted to Parking for Residents Only on  
Saturday, Sunday and Holidays 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-38 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL 
PARKING LOT AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL PERMIT 
PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced 
and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for November 8, 
2012. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2012-28 - Amending Chapter 126, Section 2, Alarm 
Consoles – Rescinding Paragraph E, Establishing Annual 
Registration Fees 
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 Mr. Grant explained that this ordinance eliminates the $10.00 
annual fee for registration of alarm consoles. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-28 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 126, ALARM 
SYSTEMS, SECTION 2, ALARM CONSOLE, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-29 - Amending Ordinance #2012-15 (Adopted 5/10/12)  
Providing for a Conveyance to Redeveloper of Property Designated  
as Block 4851, Lots 2 and 3 in Redevelopment Area 5 in Accordance  
With the Redevelopment Law Subject to Public Roadway Easement 
Dedicated to County of Bergen 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2012-
29 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #2012-13 ADOPTED ON 
MAY 10, 2012 WHICH PROVIDED FOR THE CONVEYANCE TO REDEVELOPER OF 
PROPERTY DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 4851, LOTS 2 AND 3 IN REDEVELOPMENT 
AREA 5 IN ACCRODANCE WITH THE REDEVELOPMENT LAW SUBJECT TO PUBLIC 
ROADWAY EASEMENT DEDICATED TO COUNTY OF BERGEN.” 
 
 Anna Lypinski, 400 Park Place, stated that the Boswell 
McClave engineering letter attached to the ordinance refers to 



Martha Washington Way as Park Avenue.  She wanted to know if that 
was correct. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that the name of the street has not 
been changed at this point in time.  It’s a mistake in Boswell’s 
letter. 
 
 Ms. Lypinski replied that she does want to see the name 
changed from Martha Washington Way as it has historical 
significance to the Borough. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
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Ordinance #2012-30 - Amending Chapter 388, Vehicles and Traffic,  
Article V Schedules, Section 64 Schedule XVII Crosswalks –  
Establishing Various Mid-Block Crosswalks 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-30 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, 
ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 64, SCHEDULE XVII CROSSWALKS, OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
  
Ordinance #2012-31 - Amending Chapter 372, Section 2, Paragraph 
(3) Licensing of Taxicabs Required – Possession of a Valid New  
Jersey Driver’s License 
 
 Mr. Grant explained rather then only a New Jersey driver’s 
license being valid any state issued driver’s license may be used 
if ultimately approved by the Police Department. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-31- entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 372 TAXICABS 
AND LIMOUSING, ARTICLE 1, TAXICABS, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 



 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-32 - Amending Chapter 193, Section 2, Schedule B, 
Fire Sub-Code Fees  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-32 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 193, 
CONSTRUCTION CODES, UNIFORM, SECTION 2 FEES, SCHEULDE B FIRE SUB-
CODE FFES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if the fees are for 
new construction only. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that they are for commercial properties 
and some new residential construction. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri added that the fees being discussed tonight do 
not relate to continuing certificates of occupancy fees which fees 
remain unaffected by this ordinance.  The amended fees focus on 
commercial and high-rise properties.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich reiterated the main part of this ordinance 
deals with commercial properties. 
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 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the  
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-10. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $ 9,386,807.10 
Capital                                          344,754.29 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                    377.92 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,540.69 
Trip Admissions                                    2,260.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                        170,954.96 
Special Dog Account                                1,365.50 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 



Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             260.00 
Redemption Account                                38,124.51 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   43,190.62 
Police Justice                                          n/a 
Flexible Spending                                  2,017.50 
 
Total:                                        $9,994,031.01 
 
 
CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Philip Kaufmann, James Nola, Marge  
Penn and Edward Rose as School Crossing Guards - $18.28 Hourly  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in 
the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm 
effective retroactively from October 8, 2012. 
 

Philip M. Kaufmann 
1600 Parker Avenue – Apt #2A 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 
Regular Meeting                                   October 11, 2012 
                                                           Page #8  
  
 

James W. Nola 
2 Horizon Road – Apt #1410 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 
Marge Penn 

3021 Edwin Avenue – Apt #1A 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 
Edward E. Rose 

555 North Avenue – Apt #22C 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New  
Jersey for Period Covering July 1, 2012 Through September 30, 2012 
- $1,175.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  
amount of $1,175.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 
for the period covering July 1, 2012 through September  30, 2012. 
Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 
Human Services; and 
 

01-2887 
 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there were no Civil Unions during 
the aforementioned time period. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Purchase of Various Firefighter Department  
Equipment from State Line Fire & Safety Inc., Park Ridge, New 
Jersey, Through New Jersey State Contract #A80968 – $58,989.00 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department is 



desirous of purchasing various fire department equipment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the fire department equipment is available from 
State Line Fire & Safety, Inc. via New Jersey State Contract 
#A80968; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $36,000.00 and must be authorized by 
resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes the purchase of various 
firefighter equipment for the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department 
from State Line Fire & Safety, Inc. 50 Park Avenue, Park Ridge, 
New Jersey 07656, in the amount of $58,989.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through 
Capital Ordinance 04-2150-55-1004-021. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation With 
Slumber Inc., at 2339 Route 4 East, Block 6354, Lot 7 for Tax 
Years 2010-2012  
 

2010 - 2012 TAX APPEAL SETTLEMENT 
Slumber, Incorporated v.  Borough of Fort Lee 

Block 6354, Lot 7 - 2339 Route 4 East  
 

WHEREAS, Slumber, Incorporated, is the owner of certain 
property located at 2339 Route 4 East and known as Block 6354, Lot 
7 (formerly Block 6304, Lot 7), on the tax maps of the Borough of 
Fort Lee (hereinafter referred to as “the Subject Property”); and 
 

WHEREAS, Slumber, Incorporated filed appeals with the Tax 
Court of New Jersey seeking reductions in the Subject Property’s 
2010 through 2012 assessments; and 
 

WHEREAS, the parties have engaged in discovery and settlement 
negotiations; and 
 

WHEREAS, as a result of those settlement negotiations, a 
settlement has been reached; and 

 
WHEREAS, the following reduced assessment is proposed: 
 
 

2010 Tax Year 
 Original  

Assessment 
Proposed  

Assessment 
Land: $11,350,500 $11,350,500 
Improvements: $6,449,500 $3,049,500 



Total: $17,800,000 $14,400,000 
  
 

2011 Tax Year 
 Original  

Assessment 
Proposed  

Assessment 
Land: $11,350,500 $11,350,500 
Improvements: $6,449,500 $2,649,500 

Total: $17,800,000 $14,000,000 
 

 
 

2012 Tax Year 
 Original  

Assessment 
Proposed  

Assessment 
Land: $11,350,500 $11,350,500 
Improvements: $6,449,500 $2,449,500 

Total: $17,800,000 $13,800,000 
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WHEREAS, Slumber, Incorporated has agreed to waive all 

interest due on any refund provided that said refund is paid by 
the Borough of Fort Lee within sixty (60) days from the date the 
Tax Court Management Office issues a Final Judgment of the within 
matter; and 

 
WHEREAS, it has been recommended by Fort Lee’s Special Tax 

Appeal Attorney, the Fort Lee Tax Assessor and Fort Lee’s Real 
Estate Expert that the matter be settled at this time and that 
such settlement is in best interest of the Borough,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough that Fort Lee’s Special Tax Appeal Attorney be and is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of Slumber, 
Incorporated’s 2010 through 2012 property tax appeals on the 
Subject Property. 
 
 
CA-6 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to DMV/DRS Creative  
Services Inc., Verona, New Jersey to Provide Professional  
Consulting Services to Assist the Borough with Regard to  
Potentially Forming a Business Improvement District – Fee Not to 
Exceed $15,000.00  
 
     A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
     FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO DMV/DRS CREATIVE SERVICES,  
     INC. FOR BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a company to continue to investigate strategies for 
business development and the establishment of a business 
improvement district; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough previously solicited, pursuant to the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and 
received quotations for the provision of business district 
consulting services; and 



 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, by duly adopted resolution, the 

Borough awarded a contract to DMV/DRS Creative Services, Inc. 
d/b/a The Community Advocates (“Creative Services”) to 
investigate, as part of Phase I, strategies for business 
development and the establishment of a business improvement 
district; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, having reviewed the results of Phase I 
of the study, wishes to authorize the continuation of the study 
through the completion of Phase II for the development of a 
business improvement district; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) wish to award a contract for the provision of Phase II 
of business development consulting services; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for 
bids and bidding therefor, the purchase of any goods or services 
whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold, provided that 
the contracting unit obtains at least two competitive quotations; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, DMV/DRS Creative Services, Inc. d/b/a The Community 
Advocates (“Creative Services”) has submitted a proposal, dated 
October 22, 2011, outlining tasks in two phases for the  
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performance of business development consulting services to be 
provided to the Borough as the basis for the creation of a 
business development district to strengthen the vitality of the 
Borough’s business community; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the services for business development consulting to 
be performed by Creative Services at a cost for both phases of the 
investigative study that is below the threshold of $36,000 under 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 
seq., and, therefore, the contract is exempt from the provisions 
of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the provision of business development consulting 
services associated with Phase II of the investigative study; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
continued business development consulting services is in the best 
interests of the Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That DMV/DRS Creative Services, Inc. d/b/a The Community 
Advocates, 450 Bloomfield Avenue, Verona, New Jersey, shall be and 
is hereby appointed to provide business district consulting 
services in accordance Phase II of its proposal, dated October 22, 
2011, attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to 
and contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and 
substance satisfactory to the Borough. 
 
 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive 
bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, 
specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the goods 
or services does not exceed the bidding threshold and the Borough 



has obtained three competitive quotations for the goods or 
services. 
 
 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and Creative Services, 
providing for total compensation for the provision of business 
district consulting services in accordance with Phase II of its 
proposal to the Borough in the amount of $15,000.00, and further 
memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions 
as may be necessary. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Chief Financial 
Officer has certified that funds are available for the contract. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 
Clerk’s office. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract in a newspaper as required by law. 
 
 
CA-7 - Approving Limousine Owners License for Mario Polanco d/b/a  
Elite Car and Limo Service LLC at 1605 John Street, Suite 123 
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 WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Mario Polanco, to 
establish and operate Elite Car & Limo Service LLC. @ 1605 John  
 
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey a limousine business in the Borough 
of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only twelve (12) such 
companies can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently 
there are nine (9) limousine businesses operating; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant and business location has been 
reviewed and approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, Building 
Department and Fire Prevention Bureau, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 
applicable license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized 
and directed to issue a limousine business owner's license to 
Mario Polanco to operate as Elite Car & Limo Service LLC, for the 
operation of a limousine service from 1605 John Street, Suite 123 
to include parking of vehicle(s) at the same address. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications  
and Advertise for Bids for Five (5) New Police Motorcycles  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  
 
     .Five (5) New Police Motorcycles 
 
 
CA-10 - Appointing Eleven (11) Members to the Fort Lee Main Street 
Study Committee 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to provide for the 
continued economic vitality and contribution to the Borough of 
Fort Lee, its residents and taxpayers of Fort Lee’s historic Main 
Street commercial district; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to support the many 
property owners and business owners who contribute daily to the 
vitality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee wishes to ensure that the 
Main Street commercial district continues to serve the shopping 
needs of local families and the investment demands of a 
competitive regional marketplace, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council 
wishes to investigate the use, benefit, appropriateness and cost 
of a business improvement district (BID) along the Main Street 
Commercial District in Fort Lee.  Towards that end, the Mayor and 
Council establishes the Fort Lee Main Street Study Committee, 
operating under the auspices of the Borough of Fort Lee, to carry 
out said investigation and report back to the Mayor/Council their 
findings, conclusions and recommendations. 
 
 The following individuals are hereby appointed to serve on 
the Fort Lee Main Street Study Committee: 
 
 Michael Beyers, Anthony Clores, Janice Friedman, Gloria 
Gallo, Peggy Thomas, Denis Glennon, Kathy Lee, James Liu, Frank 
Patti, Brian Ribarro and Romina Luppino-Starace. 
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     There being no public comment, the public hearing was closed 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, 
and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-10 except for CA-9  
which was removed for separate vote by Councilman Pohan) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

R-A/CA-9 - Awarding Bid to Southbridge Park Inc., Block 3253, Lot 
3, for the Lease of  Borough Property – $3,000.00 Yearly Plus 
Annual CPI to be Calculated into the Base Price (Ten Year Lease) 
 
 Messrs. Pohan and Cohen recused themselves on this matter and 
left the podium. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
      FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE LEASE OF BOROUGH  
      PROPERTY 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to lease for a period of ten years certain real 
property owned by the Borough and specifically known and 
designated as Block 3253, Lot 3 on the Tax Assessment Map of the 
Borough, measuring approximately 20,000 square feet (“Property”); 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the current lease for the Property is scheduled to 
expire at the end of November 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, having publicly solicited bids, pursuant to 
resolution and in accordance with the Local Lands and Buildings 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq., on August 16, 2012 for the lease 
of the Property, the Borough received a single bid on September 
12, 2012, from the following bidder: 
 

Southbridge Park, Inc. (“Southbridge”) $3,000.00 first year 
; and  



 
WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by 

Southbridge, and determined that Southbridge submitted all of the 
documents required in accordance with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and is a complying bidder; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the sole bid of Southbridge should be accepted 
pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:12-1 et seq. as the highest responsible and complying bid for 
the lease of the Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of public bid, the Borough desires to 
award a contract to Southbridge for the lease of the municipal 
parking lot within Block 3253, Lot 3 on the Tax Assessment Map of 
the Borough, measuring approximately 20,000 square feet for a term 
of ten years, commencing on December 1, 2012, at the rate of 
$3,000.00 for the first year and escalating by the percentage 
increase in the Consumer Price Index for each ensuing year during 
the term; and 
 

WHEREAS, the award of a lease contract to Southbridge is 
necessary for the continued efficient operations of the Borough 
and is in the best interests of the Borough and its taxpayers; and   
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 WHEREAS, the Borough and Southbridge desire to enter into 
such lease agreement for a ten-year term subject to the terms and 
conditions respecting termination set forth therein,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the sole bid of Southbridge Park, Inc., 1500 
Palisades Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey, shall be and is hereby 
accepted pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq. as the highest responsible and complying 
bid submitted in response to the Borough’s public advertisement 
and Bid Specifications for the lease of the Property. 
   
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute the lease agreement on behalf 
of the Borough. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk, be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to maintain a copy of this Resolution and 
the lease agreement in his offices for public inspection, 
according to law. 
  
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 
 Mr. Cervieri explained that this contact was not a 
negotiation, but done through the required bid process for the 
lease of Borough property. 
 
 Messrs. Pohan and Cohen returned to the podium at this point 
in the meeting. 
 
 
R-1 - Amending Capital Budget  
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2012 was 
amended on the 14th day of June, 2012; and 



 
 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 
section, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 
amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2012 
Budget be made: 
 
 

FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2012) 
    
         Capital     Grants in            To Be 
                   Estimated      Improvement     Aid and          Debt          Funded In 
Project #2012-1     Total Cost       Fund         Other Funds     Authorized     Future Years 
  
 
Total All Projects   17,828,500      134,650       146,500         12,547,350       5,000,000       
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 
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                       Funding Amounts Per Year       
 
Project #2012-1   Estimated Total   Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 
                    Cost                Year    Year      Year       Year     Year      Year 
                                        2012    2013      2014       2015     2016      2017 
 
 
Total All Projects  17,828,000       12,828,500 1,000,000  1000,000 1,000,000 1000,000  1,000,000  

 
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  
       Estimated     Capital  Grants in Aid  Bonds and Notes 
Project           Total Cost    Improvement    and Other        General     
                                     Fund            Funds 
 
Total All Projects    17,828,500     384,650                      17,297,350 
 
 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2012) 
 
      Capital Grants in                 To Be 
       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Aid and      Debt          Funded In 
Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Other Funds  Authorized     Future Years 
 
Inwood Terrace 2012-4     71,700         1,850                       34,700        35,150 
 Park Improvements     
 
Total All Projects      17,900,000     136,500       181,200     12,582,500     5,000,000 
          
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 

 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project    Project    Estimated  Estimated   Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 
              #       Total Cost Completion   Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 
                                  Time        2012     2013    2014   2015   2016   2017 
 
Inwood      2012-4     71,700     2012        71,700 
 Terrace Park Improvements             
                                                             
Total All Projects    17,900,200           12,900,200 1,000,000 Each Year for 2013-2017 
 
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 
  Estimated Total Capital  Grants in Aid    Bonds and Notes 
Project        Cost          Improvement     and Other          General 
                               Fund           Funds 
 



2012-4          71,700        1,850           34,700              35,150 
 
Total All   17,900,200       386,500         181,200          17,332,500 
Projects 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 
resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 
Local Government Services. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – expressed his condolences to the Infurna 
family.  He stated that Nat was a great booster for the Borough.  
Nat was a nice man with a great sense of humor and that he will be 
sorely missed. 
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Councilman Sohmer – also expressed his condolences to the Infurna 
family.  He stated that he served with Nat on the Planning and 
Zoning Boards for many years.  Nat was very knowledgeable and he 
lent his knowledge to many of the new members when they became 
members of the Planning and/or Zoning Board.  Nat was a terrific 
person. 
 
 He stated that the Thomas Paine fundraising dinner honoring 
the Historical Society, Kay Nest and James Viola will be held on 
Saturday, November 3rd at In Napoli at 7:00 p.m.  Tickets are 
$76.00 per person.   
 
 He added that the Retreat to Victory will be held on 
Saturday, November 17th.  The march begins at Historic Park and 
ends with the troops arriving in Monument Park at 12:00 noon.  
Cider and donuts will be served.   
 
 He added that also on November 17th there will be a punch and 
pie event at the Kearney House at the bottom of the Palisades 
Interstate Park in Alpine.  Limited tickets are available at a 
cost of $25.00 per ticket.  This event also benefits the Thomas 
Paine statue fund. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – extended his condolences to Nat Infurna’s 
family as well as to many of his friends.  Councilman Cervieri 
gave his eulogy and he heard it was fabulous.   
 
 He announced that The Fall Cliffhanger Universal Frankenstein 
Horror on the Hudson continues every Thursday night in October at 
7:30 p.m. at the Fort Lee Historic Park.   The next events will be 
“The Son of Frankenstein” and “The House of Frankenstein” which 
will be held on October 18th and October 25th respectively. 
 
 He stated that there will be a free Historic Jitney Tour of 
Fort Lee on October 27th.  The tour will begin at the Fort Lee 
Museum beginning at 11:00 a.m. Sign-ups begin at 9:00 a.m. and run 
though 11:00 a.m.  It’s first come, first serve.  Tours will start 
at 11:00 a.m. and run through 3:00 p.m.  Several sites on the tour 
will be related to Universal Studios in honor of the centennial of 



their birth in Fort Lee.  For further information contact the Fort 
Lee Film Commission at 201-693-2763 or visit www.fortleefilm.org 
 
 He also announced that there will be a Universal exhibit 
reception at the Fort Lee Museum on Saturday, October 27th at 7:00 
p.m.  This formal reception is in celebration of Universal 
Studio’s 100th birthday.  This is a free event open to the public. 
 
 He added that the Senior Picnic was recently held and despite 
of the inclement weather it was still a very nice event. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – also offered his condolences to the Infurna 
family.  He served with Nat on the Board of Adjustment.  He made 
the people around him feel wanted and needed.  He will be missed. 
 
 He mentioned with the sun going down earlier as winter 
approaches he urged motorists to please be aware of their 
surroundings while driving. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – added that the Borough has increased its 
enforcement of pedestrian crosswalks.  Signboards are in numerous 
locations throughout the Borough.  He urged people to cross at  
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traffic lights and crosswalks.  Many of the crosswalks now have 
solar power enhancements which allows for drivers to see flashing  
colors along the pavement in the crosswalk area.   
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – also extended her condolences to the 
Infurna family.  She added that there was not a mean bond in his 
body and that he was very beloved in the community. 
 
 She stated that this Saturday is the Borough’s annual Health 
Fair. The event will be held at the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community 
Center commencing at 9:00 a.m.  Free flu shots along with many 
other health screenings are being offered. 
 
  
Councilman Cervieri – thanked the United Homeowners for hosting 
candidate’s night for the council candidates running in the 
November 6th general election.  
 
 He announced that the United Homeowners are also sponsoring a 
candidate’s debate on Wednesday, October 17th at the Lewis F. Cole 
Middle School at 7:30 p.m. for candidates running for seats on the  
Fort Lee Board of Education.  At some point in time before the 
general election, Time Warner Cable will broadcast the debate on 
its public access station. 
 
 He stated that this was the first senior picnic held indoors 
in the last seventeen years.  He thanked Kay Nest for her efforts 
and congratulated all the volunteers for doing a great job under 
difficult conditions.  The music and entertainment all came 
together in making this another successful senior picnic. 
 
 He stated that last Saturday night the Mayor and Council 
along with Ms. Thomas and Mr. Grant and many other Borough 
employees and volunteers attended the annual fire department 
inspection dinner which was held at the Alpine Country Club.  It 
was a very nice evening for everyone. 
 
 He stated that he’s going to make some comments regarding his 
friend Nat Infurna and asked Mr. Grant to put the eulogy he read 
at his funeral to be put into the official minutes of the Borough. 
 

http://www.fortleefilm.org/


 “He was Born June 16, 1921 and Baptized Natale Infurna 
  
 Nat’s parent brought him when they emigrated to Bensonhurst, 
Brooklyn in the early 20th Century from Sicily via Brazil. 
 
 His dad was a sewing machine mechanic and his mom a pattern 
maker. 
 
 Nat was raised in a loving family which supported his desire 
to attend college.  He was a celebrate high school athlete who 
received four scholarship offers from several colleges including a 
full basketball scholarship at Perdue in Indiana where Nat wished 
to attend.  Unfortunately, Nat told me he was unable to attend 
Perdue since his folks did not have the funds to get him there.  
He attended St. Francis College in Brooklyn on a basketball 
scholarship where he earned his Bachelor of the Arts Degree in 
Aeronautical Engineering in 1943. 
 
 Nat enlisted in the US Army Air Corps where he was trained as 
an engineer and pilot.  During World War II, Nat served as a pilot 
instructor in the Marinara, off the Phillippines where he flew 
missions piloting the B-29 Wichita Witch.  After completing his 
tour of duty in 1946 he joined the Army Air Force Reserves and in  
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1954 was drafted and he piloted the B-29 flying many combat 
missions during the Korean Conflict. 
 
 Upon is honorable discharge Nat became a private pilot for a 
major corporation for business travel.  He became the 
representative for the French Bureau of Veritas (FAA) inspecting 
and certifying the airworthiness of the Air France fleet including 
jumbo jets and the Supersonic Concorde. 
 
 Nat was a member of the Elite “Quiet Birdman Organization of 
Aircraft Pilots of Past and Present” and was inducted into the 
Aviation Hall of Fame. 
 
 He told me that he earned the nickname “U-turn” since he said 
that whenever he took off and started his jets ascent if he saw a 
cloud in the sky he would turn the craft around.  (He said “the 
cemeteries are filled with heroes and he didn’t wish to join them” 
of course he was kidding). 
 
 Nat was a very proud and caring father to his three children: 
Richard, Lisa and the later Dr. Robert Infurna. 
 
 Nat and Pat Infurna moved to Mediterranean Towers in Fort Lee 
from New York City in 1969 with the encouragement of one of his 
lear-jet passengers: John Inganimort.  Nat and Pat lived in 
Mediterranean South for fifteen years when they moved to a house 
on Riverdale Drive where they raised and spoiled Nat’s other true 
love: Mickey – his one hundred pound golden retriever. 
 
 Nat retired from the Aviation Industry full time but kept his 
hand in it as a U.S Federal Aviation Association inspector.  Not 
the type to be sedentary, he obtained his real estate license and 
started on a successful new career where he helped literally 
hundreds of people and families. 
 
 Nat’s volunteer service record is exemplary: 
 
 Unico (President), Kiwanis (Past President), Lions Club, 
Rotary Club, Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce, Board Member of the 
Eastern Bergen County Board of the National Association of 
Realtors, member of the Fort Lee Veterans of Foreign War, Fort Lee 
American Legion Post 244 – Commander. 
 
 He served with distinction on Fort Lee’s 



 
 Planning Board (Chairman & Vice Chairman) 
 Zoning Board of Adjustment (Chairman) 
 Ethics Board (Chairman) 
 Rent Leveling Board 
 Fort Lee Housing Authority’s Program Coordinating Committee 
      (Chairman) 
 
 Nat also served for many years as a Commissioner of the State 
of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Tidelands 
Resource Council and Council Member of the Division of Coastal 
Resources appointed by four New Jersey Governors. 
 
 Nat used to say as a pilot: 
 
 “The cemeteries are filled with heroes and he didn’t want to 
be one of them”.  Well his body will join those heroes and he will 
always be remembers by all fortunately to have made his 
acquaintance, as a great hero for all he did during his lifetime, 
affecting in the most positive way all whose lives he touched. 
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 If one is brought to this Earth with the mission to leave it 
in better shape than when you arrived; Nat you can really know 
that you earned those true words which I salute you: 
 
 ‘Mission Accomplished’! 
 
 God bless you Nat Infurna, your family and all your friends.” 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 
public for discussion. 
 
Speaker    Subject      Response 
 
Thomas Bennett       .Ord. #2012-36 - Against      Mayor Sokolich 
262 Riverdale Drive    Using Eminent Domain 
 
Nina Levinson        .Ord. #2012-38 – Residents    Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West Street        Only Parking on Certain 
                        Streets – Thanked Mayor 
                        and Council for Introducing  
 
  
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 
Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and there 
being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 
objections at 8.52 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                           Thursday, September 13, 2012 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Goldberg 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich hoped that everyone enjoyed their summer.  He 
announced that the Borough’s public schools opened up this week.  
They opened a week late due to on-going renovations at a number of 
schools over the summer.  He reminded everyone that with schools 
now open to drive safely.  He thought the music and movie concert 
series throughout the summer was as good as the Borough has ever 



had.  The Borough was the host community to the USA Ironman 
Triathlon Championship.  It gave him great pride as Mayor that 
Fort Lee was the host city for the USA Ironman Triathlon 
Championship.  He stated that with regard to Redevelopment Area 5 
on the east parcel which consists of the two tall towers, the two 
acre park along with the movie theater and museum the builders 
will be in Borough Hall tomorrow to pay their building fees and to 
receive a building permit. The groundbreaking is scheduled for 
October 1st.  He also announced that on Sunday, September 23rd the 
Fourth Annual Giant Steps for 9/11 Walk will commence from the 
George Washington Bridge at 10:00 a.m. with closing ceremonies at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University in Hackensack at 1:00 p.m.  
Participation in this event is a great way to not only show your 
support for first responders and their families, but also provide 
the Borough a chance to give back to the community at large.  He’s 
proud to announce that the Borough’s dog park has been constructed 
at the bottom of Stillwell Avenue next to the Fort Lee Recreation 
Center.  It’s probably one of the nicest dog parks in the State of 
New Jersey.  All the right and correct materials have been used in   
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the construction of the park.  There are two sections, one for 
smaller dogs, thirty-five pounds and under and one for larger 
dogs, thirty-six pounds and over.  He extended his thanks to the 
DPW and everyone else who did all of the work in-house and made 
the dog park possible.  No outside contractors were needed in the 
construction of the dog park.  The official grand opening of the 
dog park is Saturday, September 22nd at 10:00 a.m.     
 
 

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 
 

 Mayor Sokolich stated that proclamations from the Mayor and 
Council to the two winners of the USA Ironman Triathlon will be 
mailed to Jordan Rapp and Mary Beth Ellis. 

 
PR-1 – USA Ironman Triathlon – Men’s Champion (Jordan Rapp) 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee and 

the entire Fort Lee community join in expressing our most 
heartfelt Congratulations to Jordan Rapp who was the Pro-Men’s 
First Place Winner of the 2012 Ironman Triathlon U.S. 
Championship; and,   

 
WHEREAS, on August 11, 2012, the Borough of Fort Lee hosted 

the 2012 Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship and JORDAN RAPP’s 
finish time was 8 hours, 11 minutes and 18 seconds; and, 

 
WHEREAS, over 2100 world class athletes participated in this 

nationally televised and historic event, which by all accounts was 
one of the most successful triathlon events in the history of this 
Ironman Competition and the Borough of Fort Lee served as the 
nucleus of the event and, in particular, the area known as Ross’ 
Dock, which served as the finishing line of the initial 2.4 mile 
swim, the starting and finishing line of the 112 mile bike race 
and the start of the 26.2 mile marathon; and,   

 
WHEREAS, by many accounts, August 11, 2012 was one of the 

most historic days in the 108 year history of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, which played host to thousands of spectators all without 
event or issue; and,  

 
WHEREAS, this historic athletic event was even more special 

with several residents of the Borough of Fort Lee participating in 
what many call the most challenging athletic organized event 
offered in the entire world; and,  



 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, it 

is with great pleasure and pride that we proclaim our most sincere 
Congratulations to Jordan Rapp for his participation in the 2012 
Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship hosted by the Borough of Fort 
Lee.   

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, as well as the entire Fort 

Lee community, collectively express our most sincere 
Congratulations to Jordan Rapp in participating in this most 
historic athletic event and recognizes the tireless and 
incomparable commitment required to physically and emotionally 
prepare for this most challenging and epic event and it is 
recognized that his athletic achievement contributed to making 
August 11, 2012 as one of the most memorable and historic days in 
the history of Fort Lee.   

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on this day, JORDAN RAPP 
is hereby acknowledged and it is hereby declared and directed that 
Jordan Rapp’s participation in this event shall be made a  
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permanent part of the public records in the Borough of Fort Lee 
and, in particular, his completion of the race in 8 hours, 11 
minutes and 18 seconds.    
   
    
  
PR-2 – USA Ironman Triathlon  - Women’s Champion – Mary Beth Ellis 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee and 

the entire Fort Lee community join in expressing our most 
heartfelt Congratulations to Mary Beth Ellis who was the Pro-
Women’s First Place Winner of the 2012 Ironman Triathlon U.S. 
Championship; and,   

 
WHEREAS, on August 11, 2012, the Borough of Fort Lee hosted 

the 2012 Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship and MARY BETH ELLIS’ 
finish time was 9 hours, 2 minutes and 48 seconds; and, 

 
WHEREAS, over 2100 world class athletes participated in this 

nationally televised and historic event, which by all accounts was 
one of the most successful triathlon events in the history of this 
Ironman Competition and the Borough of Fort Lee served as the 
nucleus of the event and, in particular, the area known as Ross’ 
Dock, which served as the finishing line of the initial 2.4 mile 
swim, the starting and finishing line of the 112 mile bike race 
and the start of the 26.2 mile marathon; and,   

 
WHEREAS, by many accounts, August 11, 2012 was one of the 

most historic days in the 108 year history of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, which played host to thousands of spectators all without 
event or issue; and,  

 
WHEREAS, this historic athletic event was even more special 

with several residents of the Borough of Fort Lee participating in 
what many call the most challenging athletic organized event 
offered in the entire world; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, it 

is with great pleasure and pride that we proclaim our most sincere 
Congratulations to Mary Beth Ellis for her participation in the 
2012 Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship hosted by the Borough of 
Fort Lee.   

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, as well as the entire Fort 

Lee community, collectively express our most sincere 



Congratulations to Mary Beth Ellis in participating in this most 
historic athletic event and recognizes the tireless and 
incomparable commitment required to physically and emotionally 
prepare for this most challenging and epic event and it is 
recognized that his athletic achievement contributed to making 
August 11, 2012 as one of the most memorable and historic days in 
the history of Fort Lee.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on this day, MARY BETH 

ELLIS is hereby acknowledged and it is hereby declared and 
directed that Mary Beth Ellis’ participation in this event shall 
be made a permanent part of the public records in the Borough of 
Fort Lee and, in particular, his completion of the race in 9 
hours, 2 minutes and 48 seconds.    
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PR-3 -  USA Ironman Triathlon Captain & Chairperson - Ranee & 
Craig Weinstein  

 
Mayor Sokolich read and presented proclamations to Ranee 

Weinstein, Craig Weinstein & Margaret Maclay for their efforts in 
organizing the volunteers for the USA Ironman Triathlon 
Championship. 

 
WHEREAS, on August 11, 2012, the Borough of Fort Lee hosted 

the 2012 Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship; and, 
 
WHEREAS, over 2100 world class athletes participated in this 

nationally televised and historic event, which by all accounts was 
one of the most successful triathlon events in the history of this 
Ironman Competition; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee served as the nucleus of the 

event and, in particular, the area known as Ross’ Dock, which 
served as the finishing line of the initial 2.4 mile swim, the 
starting and finishing line of the 112 mile bike race and the 
start of the 26.2 mile marathon; and,   

 
WHEREAS, by many accounts, August 11, 2012 was one of the 

most historic days in the 108 year history of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, which played host to thousands of spectators all without 
event or issue; and,  

 
WHEREAS, this historic athletic event was even more special 

with several residents of the Borough of Fort Lee volunteered and 
participated in what many call the most challenging athletic 
organized event offered in the entire world; and,  

 
WHEREAS, in order for this event to be successful, it was 

critical that the Borough of Fort Lee, through its committed 
volunteers participated in the organization and implementation of 
this Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship; and,  

 
WHEREAS, through the leadership of Craig and Ranee Weinstein, 

the 2012 Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship was a complete 
success due in large part to Craig and Ranee’s mobilization of 
over 100 volunteers, who volunteered for many, many hours before 
and on the day of the championship; and,  

 
WHEREAS, it is recognized that the coordination and 

mobilization of volunteers to participate in an event such as the 
Ironman U.S. Championship, is a daunting task, requiring complete 



commitment and tireless effort; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 

hereby express their most sincere gratitude and appreciation to 
all the volunteers whose commitment and effort contributed to the 
success of the Ironman U.S. Championship Event in Fort Lee and, in 
particular, to Craig and Ranee Weinstein and the hundreds of hours 
they collectively devoted to this event to ensure that the 2012 
Ironman U.S. Championship was a complete success and enjoyed by 
everyone; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Craig and Ranee Weinstein and the volunteers that 

they coordinated were instrumental in recognizing August 11, 2012 
as one of the most historic days in the 108 year history of the 
Borough of Fort Lee.  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that it is hereby ordered and 
directed that this Proclamation, which recognizes the efforts and 
commitment of Craig and Ranee Weinstein, as well as a list of the 
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names of all volunteers who participated under the leadership 
of Craig and Ranee shall become a permanent part of the public 
records in the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 
 
PR-4 - USA Ironman Triathlon Volunteers 
 

WHEREAS, on August 11, 2012, the Borough of Fort Lee hosted 
the 2012 Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship and over 2100 world 
class athletes participated in this nationally televised and 
historic event, which by all accounts was one of the most 
successful triathlon events in the history of this Ironman 
Competition; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee served as the nucleus of the 

event and, in particular, the area known as Ross’ Dock, which 
served as the finishing line of the initial 2.4 mile swim, the 
starting and finishing line of the 112 mile bike race and the 
start of the 26.2 mile marathon; and,   

 
WHEREAS, by many accounts, August 11, 2012 was one of the 

most historic days in the 108 year history of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, which played host to thousands of spectators all without 
event or issue; and,  

 
WHEREAS, this historic athletic event was even more special 

with several residents of the Borough of Fort Lee volunteered and 
participated in what many call the most challenging athletic 
organized event offered in the entire world and in order for this 
event to be successful, it was critical that the Borough of Fort 
Lee, through the commitment of the volunteers whose names are 
listed below made it truly such a successful event and a day not 
to be forgotten in Fort Lee:  

 
Ken Bruno, President of Fort Lee Regional Chamber of Commerce  
Craig Weinstein, Chairman of Fort Lee Regional Chamber of   
                  Commerce - Ironman Committee & Captain of  
                  Runners Aid Station  

Margaret Maclay, Co-Chair & Lead Coordinator 
Liz Crawford, Lead Assistant 
Tiffany Pan, Lead Assistant 

Tatyana Dyagileva, Lead Assistant 
Mirela Tarabokija, Lead Assistant 
Ranee Weinstein, Vendor Captain 
Sheila Moore, Volunteer Captain  

 



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that it is hereby ordered and 
directed that this Proclamation, which recognizes the efforts and 
commitment of these volunteers who participated under the 
leadership of Craig and Ranee Weinstein shall become a permanent 
part of the public records in the Borough of Fort Lee.   

 
 
PR-5 - Max Almenas – 2012 USA Ironman Triathlon Competitor 
 
 Mayor Sokolich read and presented the following proclamation 
to Max Almenas. 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 11, 2012, the Borough of Fort Lee hosted 
the 2012 Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship; and, 

 
WHEREAS, over 2100 world class athletes participated in this 

nationally televised and historic event, which by all accounts was 
one of the most successful triathlon events in the history of this 
Ironman Competition; and,  
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee served as the nucleus of the 

event and, in particular, the area known as Ross’ Dock, which 
served as the finishing line of the initial 2.4 mile swim, the 
starting and finishing line of the 112 mile bike race and the 
start of the 26.2 mile marathon; and,   

 
WHEREAS, by many accounts, August 11, 2012 was one of the 

most historic days in the 108 year history of the Borough of Fort 
Lee, which played host to thousands of spectators all without 
event or issue; and,  

 
WHEREAS, this historic athletic event was even more special 

with several residents of the Borough of Fort Lee participating in 
what many call the most challenging athletic organized event 
offered in the entire world; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, it 

is with great pleasure and pride that we proclaim our most sincere 
Congratulations to MAX ALMENAS for his participation in the 2012 
Ironman Triathlon U.S. Championship hosted by the Borough of Fort 
Lee.   

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, as well as the entire Fort 

Lee community, collectively express its Congratulations to Max 
Almenas in participating in this most historic athletic event and 
recognizes the tireless and incomparable commitment required to 
physically and emotionally prepare for this most challenging and 
epic event.    

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on this day, MAX ALMENAS 

is hereby acknowledged and it is hereby declared and directed that 
Max Almenas’ participation in this event shall be made a permanent 
part of the public records in the Borough of Fort Lee and, in 
particular, his completion of the race in 16 hours, 28 minutes and 
3 seconds.    

 
 

PR-6 - National Disabilities Awareness Month 
 
 Mayor Sokolich presented the following proclamation to 
Councilman Sohmer, ADA Liaison and Kay Nest, Fort Lee Senior 
Citizen Council Director.  He also recognized the ADA members. 
 

WHEREAS, this Nation’s ardent promotion of the Rights of 
People with Disabilities affirms our commitment to ensure that 
People with Disabilities have every opportunity to reach their 
full potential, in every aspect of life; and 



 
     WHEREAS, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, which 
prohibits discrimination in employment, public accommodations, 
transportation and communication, reaches its twenty second year 
of implementation in 2012; and 
 
     WHEREAS, there is much progress to celebrate, and yet even 
more progress to strive toward, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby declares October as “National 
Disabilities Awareness Month” in Fort Lee; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council do hereby 
proclaim that October provides a special opportunity to actively 
celebrate the significant contributions of People with 
Disabilities, and to strengthen, even further, our ongoing 
dedication to equal opportunity for every individual. 
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PR-7 - Historic Committee/Historic Society 
 
 Tom Meyers, Director of Cultural & Heritage Affairs and 
permanent member of the Historic Site, Structural & Cultural 
Landmark Committee, stated that Donna Brennan, President of the 
Historical Society is present and taking pictures of tonight’s 
events.  Also present tonight is Arya Jenkins who does a lot of 
work for both the Historic Committee/Historic Society. 
 
 Mr. Meyers presented Mayor Sokolich with the restored 1930 
minutes book which minute book was found in former Mayor Henry 
Hoebel’s old house by Donna Medaglia, a Fort Lee resident, when 
the house was being cleaned out after it was sold following the 
death of Mrs. Hoebel.  Mr. Meyers is hopeful that working with Mr. 
Grant that a few of the minute books can be restored to their 
original condition each year.  He thanked the Mayor and Council 
for their continued efforts in recognizing how important Fort 
Lee’s history is and continues to be.  He also thanked Ms. Brennan 
and the other volunteers of the Historic Committee and the 
Historic Society along with Mr. Grant. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 16, 2012 
Executive Session were approved. 
 
    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2012-28 - Amending Chapter 126, Section 2, Alarm 
Consoles – Rescinding Paragraph E, Establishing Annual 
Registration Fees 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2012-28 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 126, ALARM SYSTEMS, SECTION 2, ALARM CONSOLE, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on 
first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 11 
13, 2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-29 - Amending Ordinance #2012-15 (Adopted 5/10/12)  
Providing for a Conveyance to Redeveloper of Property Designated  



as Block 4851, Lots 2 and 3 in Redevelopment Area 5 in  
Accordance with the Redevelopment Law Subject to Public Roadway  
Easement Dedicated to County of Bergen 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself and left the podium on this 
matter. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2012-29 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING ORDINANCE #2012-13 ADOPTED ON MAY 10, 2012 WHICH PROVIDED 
FOR THE CONVEYANCE TO REDEVELOPER OF PROPERTY DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 
4851, LOTS 2 AND 3 IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 IN ACCRODANCE WITH THE 
REDEVELOPMENT LAW SUBJECT TO PUBLIC ROADWAY EASEMENT DEDICATED TO 
COUNTY OF BERGEN,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 11 
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 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-30 - Amending Chapter 388, Vehicles and Traffic,  
Article V Schedules, Section 64 Schedule XVII Crosswalks –  
Establishing Various Mid-Block Crosswalks 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2012-30 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, 
SECTION 64, SCHEDULE XVII CROSSWALKS, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 11, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-31 - Amending Chapter 372, Section 2, Paragraph 
(3) Licensing of Taxicabs Required – Possession of a Valid New  
Jersey Driver’s License 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2012-31 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 372 TAXICABS AND LIMOUSING, ARTICLE 1, TAXICABS, OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 11, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-32 - Amending Chapter 193, Section 2, Schedule B, 
Fire Sub-Code Fees  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2012-32 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 193, CONSTRUCTION CODES, UNIFORM, SECTION 2 FEES, 
SCHEULDE B FIRE SUB-CODE FFES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 11, 
2012. 



 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2012-26 - Amending Chapter 406 Wreckers and Towing 
Service - Licensing Limitation for Police Call List to the  
Six Current Licensees 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-26 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 406 WRECKERS AND 
TOWING SERVICE, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
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Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-27 - Authorizing the Mayor and Borough Clerk 
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1 Et Seq. and/or N.J.S.A. 55:14K-1 et 
seq. to Execute a Financial Agreement by and Between the Borough 
and Assad Y. Daibes Memorial Foundation for Special Needs, Inc. 
for Property Located on Main Street, Know as a Portion of Lot 13 
and Lots 17, 18 & 19, Block 4355 As Shown on the Official Tax Map 
of the Borough for a Mixed Income Residential Project  
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Council President Cervieri chaired this portion of the 
meeting. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-27 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 
BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1 ET SEQ. AND/OR N.J.S.A. 55:14K-1 ET 
SEQ. TO EXECUTE A FINANCIAL AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AND ASSAD Y. DAIBES MEMORIAL FOUNDATION FOR SPECIAL 
NEEDS, INC. FOR PROPERTY LOCATED ON MAIN STREET, FORT LEE ALSO 
KNOWN AS A PORTION OF LOT 13 AND LOTS 17, 18 & 19 IN BLOCK 4355 AS 
SHOWN ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE FOR A 
MIXED INCOME RESIDENTIAL PROJECT.” 
 
 Ellen LaFurn, 564 Elm Avenue, Ridgefield, New Jersey, stated 
that she attended tonight’s meeting because of the article in The 
Record today regarding the construction of special needs housing 
on lower Main Street.  She belongs to a group Asperger Syndrome 
Education Network (ASPEN).  She wants this project to move forward 
as she has a special needs twenty-eight year old daughter.  She 
spent over twenty hours this past weekend trying to arrange for 
housing for her daughter in Ridgewood which is a HUD project which 
rules are first come, first serve.  She added that because of the 
lack of special needs housing trying to find housing is very 
difficult.  She’s hopeful that this project will come to fruition 
and she can put in an application for her daughter. 
 
 Council President Cervieri stated that the Borough is very 



supportive of trying to find housing for special needs people as 
well as all the people who have provided so many good services to 
the Borough.  He thanked Ms. LaFurn for her comments tonight. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
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 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting at this point in the meeting. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-8. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $9,988,428.00 
Capital                                          511,203.46 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,256.70 
Trip Admissions                                    7,525.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         36,879.71 
Special Dog Account                                1,553.50 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             891.00 
Redemption Account                                89,694.32 
School Resource Account                            5,756.16 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   10,326.99 
Police Justice                                    31,672.00 
Flexible Spending                                       n/a 
 
Total:                                       $10,685,186.14 
 
 
CA-2 - Authorizing the Hiring of Part-Time Fall Seasonal  



Employees for the Recreation Department – Termination Date  
December 31, 2012 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective  
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date of September 1, 2012 and a termination date of December 31 
2012. 
  
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Dennis Piano as a Maintenance  
Repairer/Electrician, Grade 14, Step A for the General Services 
Department - $49,979.00 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, due to a vacancy in the position of Maintenance 
Repairer/Electrician in the General Services Department, the Mayor 
and Council feel it would be prudent to hire an in-house 
electrician,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Denis Piano be appointed to a full 
time position of Maintenance Repairer/Electrician Grade 14, Step A 
with the General Services Department, with an effective date of 
September 17, 2012; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department 
of Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $49,979.00, in 
compliance with the Salary Ordinance of the Blue Collar Contract. 
 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Purchase of Firefighter Department Gear  
for Protective Clothing from Hi-Tech Fire & Safety Inc.,  
Farmingdale, New York, Through New Jersey State Contract #A76359 - 
$47,703.08 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department is 
desirous of purchasing fire protective clothing for its members; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the protective clothing is available from Hi-Tech 
Fire & Safety, Inc. via New Jersey State Contract #A76359; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $36,000.00 and must be authorized by 
resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 



the Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes the purchase of the protective 
clothing for members of the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department 
from Hi-Tech Fire & Safety, Inc. 158 Allen Boulevard, Suite A, 
Farmingdale, New York 11735, in the amount of $47,703.08; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through 
Capital Ordinance 04-2150-55-1024-071. 
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CA-5 - Authorizing the Sale of the Borough’s Surplus Property No       
Longer Needed for Public Use on an Online Auction Website and 
Publication of Such Notice of the Online Auction 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN,  
      STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS 
      PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE 
      AUCTION WEBSITE AND PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE OF THE ONLINE 
      AUCTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program 
and Study Act has been enacted by the New Jersey Legislature to 
permit local units to purchase bulk commodities and services and 
sell surplus property through means of the internet and related 
technologies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has surplus 
equipment and vehicles that is no longer used and useful in 
providing municipal services to the citizens of the Borough and 
wishes to dispose of these goods through an efficient and 
effective process; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough awarded a contract to Propertyroom.com to auction on its 
website any surplus and unclaimed property (“Property”) in the 
various departments in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the equipment and 
vehicles listed on Schedule A constitutes Property no longer 
needed for public use; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to sell through an online 
auction the Property listed in Schedule A, attached to this 
resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract to Propertyroom.com is 
necessary for the efficient operations of the Borough and the sale 
of Property no longer used and useful by the Borough for the 
provision of municipal services is in the best interests of its 
citizens,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 1.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to post an 
offer to sell the Property listed on schedule A, on an auction 
website as follows: 
 
 Online auction site: www.propertyroom.com 
                          http://www.propertyroom.com 
 Length of Auction:     Minimum of three (3) days 

http://www.property/
http://www.propertyroom.com/


     Anticipated Starting    
      Date:                 October 1, 2012 
 Account #:     1045 
 Auction fees:          revenue sharing 
     Method of Payment:     major credit card 
 Shipping:              common carrier 
     Possession:            Propertyroom.com with exception of  
                         in-place auction items 
               Other terms:         Bidders must pre-register  
                             with propertyroom.com 
     Minimum Bid:           $1.00  
     Equipment:             (Schedule A)  
      (Schedule {A} Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) 
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 2. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to  
publish a copy of this Resolution as notice of the on-line 
auction, including the information shown in Paragraph #1 above.    
 
    3.   That the Municipal Attorney is hereby authorized to 
forward to the Department of Community Affairs a copy of the 
contract with Propertyroom.com and the notice of the on-line 
auction, as well as any other documentation as may be required to 
evidence the Borough’s participation in the sale of surplus 
equipment pursuant to the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot 
Program and Study Act; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposal of and contract with 
Propertyroom.com, and a copy of this Resolution as notice of the 
on-line auction, be made available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-6 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  
Hackensack, New Jersey, for Preparation of Construction  Plans, 
Technical Specifications and Engineer’s Estimate for Roadway 
Improvements to Main Street/Hudson Terrace - Fee Not Exceed 
$45,000.00 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
       PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to prepare construction plans and 
technical specifications for the raising of the Main Street and 
Hudson Terrace intersection in the Borough, and the widening of 
the western side of the intersection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell to perform such professional engineer services in 
accordance with its proposal, dated August 29, 2012, attached 
hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 



skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services for the preparation of construction plans and technical 
specifications for the raising of the Main Street and Hudson 
Terrace intersection in the Borough, and the widening of the 
western side of the intersection; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without  
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competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 
to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional engineering services for the preparation of  
construction plans and technical specifications for the raising of 
the Main Street and Hudson Terrace intersection in the Borough, 
and the widening of the western side of the intersection 
construction plans and specifications, is in the best interests of 
the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services for the preparation of 
construction plans and technical specifications for the raising of 
the Main Street and Hudson Terrace intersection in the Borough, 
and the widening of the western side of the intersection 
construction plans and specifications, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated August 29, 2012, (Available in the Office of the 
Borough Clerk), in an amount not to exceed $45,000.00 on a time 
and materials basis. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 



 
CA-7 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications  
and Advertise for Bids for the Lease of Borough Property and to 
Prepare a Request for Proposals for Third-Party Billing Services 
for the Ambulance Corp  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  
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     .Lease of Borough Property – Block 4751, Lot 2 - Municipal 
       Parking Lot  
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Purchasing Consultant prepare 
specifications and advertise for a request for proposals for: 
 
     .Third-Party Billing Services for the Fort Lee Volunteer  
       Ambulance Corps (Request for Proposals) 
 
 
CA-8 - Awarding Contract to Field Turf USA, Tualatin, Oregon  
(Keystone Purchasing Network, Milton, Pennsylvania) for the 
Purchase and Installation of Field Turf for Van Fleet Park – Fee 
Not to Exceed $339,126.46 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO FIELDTURF USA, INC. FOR 
THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF FIELD TURF FOR VAN 
FLEET PARK 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase and have installed field turf at Van Fleet 
Park, including the removal and disposal of the existing turf 
field and the installation of a Little League backstop for the 
baseball field in order to provide suitable recreational 
facilities for the children of the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2, as recently amended, authorizes 
local contracting units, without public advertising for bids and 
bidding there for, to purchase goods or contract for services 
through the use of a nationally-recognized and accepted 
cooperative purchasing agreement that has been developed utilizing 
a competitive bidding process by another contracting unit within 
the State of New Jersey, or within any other state, when 
available; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received a proposal, dated September 6, 
2012, from FieldTurf USA, Inc. (“FieldTurf”) pursuant to prices 
based upon a purchasing program initiated by Keystone Purchasing 
network, for the purchase and installation of field turf at Van 
Fleet Park, including the removal and disposal of the existing 
turf field and the installation of a Little League backstop for 
the baseball field; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the proposal from FieldTurf, the 
purchase and installation services will be provided for an amount 
not to exceed $339,126.46; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough, subject to 
the performance of due diligence and consideration of cost savings 
that can be achieved through the use of cooperative purchasing for 
such goods and services and receipt of all documentation from 
FieldTurf required by law, desire to authorize the purchase and 
installation of field turf at Van Fleet Park, including the 



removal and disposal of the existing turf field and the 
installation of a Little League backstop for the baseball field, 
FieldTurf, in an amount not to exceed $339,126.46; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for purchase 
and installation of field turf at Van Fleet Park, including the 
removal and disposal of the existing turf field and the 
installation of a Little League backstop for the baseball field; 
and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for the continued efficient operations of 
the Borough in providing vital municipal services to its citizens, 
and to provide suitable recreational facilities for the children 
of the Borough,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that FieldTurf USA, Inc., 8088 Montview Road, Montreal, 
Canada, is awarded a contract for the purchase and installation of 
a field turf at Van Fleet Park, including the removal and disposal 
of the existing turf field and the installation of a Little League 
backstop for the baseball field in accordance with its proposal, 
dated September 6, 2012, in an amount not to exceed $339,126.46, 
expressly subject to compliance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 
52:34-6.2, including the consideration of cost savings associated 
with the proposal and receipt of all documentation from FieldTurf 
required by law.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 
competitive bidding, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2, 
because the goods or services will be purchased under a 
cooperative purchasing contract. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer 
certifies that, based upon the proposal and subject to the 
performance of due diligence as to cost savings that can be 
achieved, funds are available for the purchase and installation of 
a field turf at Van Fleet Park, including the removal and disposal 
of the existing turf field and the installation of a Little League 
backstop for the baseball field; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 

the award of the contract in a legal newspaper as may be required 
by applicable law.  
 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked Mr. Cohen if he’s considered conflicted 
with regard to CA-4 because the gear would be used by his son who 
is an auxiliary firefighter. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied that the Mayor is not conflicted on this 
matter as the gear will be used by all members of the Fire 
Department and is not specifically for the Mayor’s son. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to 
CA-7 and CA-8. 
 
 Mr. Grant responded to CA-7 and Mayor Sokolich spoke to CA-8. 
 
     Mr. Pohan asked for a clarification regarding the address 
pertaining to CA-8. 
 
 Ms. Thomas responded to his inquiry. 



  
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-8) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
Regular Meeting                                 September 13, 2012   
                                                          Page #17 
 

APPOINTMENT 
 
A-1 - Board of Health 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated John Sinisi to serve as a member of  
the Board of Health for unexpired term through December 31, 2013. 

 
On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 

Cervieri, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – reminded the Mayor and Council at the last 
Planning Board meeting he mentioned that the parking on the east 
parcel of Redevelopment Area 5 which has been used by the Borough 
and surrounding restaurants will be taken down after the 
anticipated construction commences in October.  The Redeveloper 
has promised to construct a new parking lot before the existing 
parking is removed.  The new lot will be on Borough property on 
the west side of Bigler Street, east of Central Road. Having the 
new lot before the existing lot closes down is very important 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – announced the following events for Tom Meyers, 
Fort Lee Cultural & Heritage Affairs Administrator: 
 
 1.  Art in the Park – Saturday, September 22nd from 11:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Monument Park. 
 
 This annual outdoor art show features the works of local 
artists of the Fort Lee Artist Guild – The works will be on 
display and are for sale. 
 
 2.  Fort Lee Historic Jitney Tour – Saturday, October 27th 
 
 This semi-annual free tour will depart from the Fort Lee 
Museum (1588 Palisade Avenue from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Sign up 
is from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and is on a first come, first 
serve basis.  
 
     3.  Fort Lee Museum Exhibit Reception: Universal Studio 
Centennial: From Fort Lee to Universal City – Saturday, October 
27th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 The reception is open to the public for free.  The reception 
will include a special 8mm screening of classic Universal Studio 
horror films.  Artifacts and items on display include items on 
loan from Universal Studios and their hit television show “Law & 
Order SVU” as will as archival items from Universal’s first 
studios in Fort Lee. 
 
     4.  Fort Lee Film Commission Fall Cliffhanger: Horror on the 
Hudson – The Universal Studio Frankenstein Collection. 
 
 Each Thursday at 7:30 p.m. there will be a screening of a 



classic Universal Frankenstein film in celebration of the 
centennial of this studio born in Fort Lee.  The evens will take 
place at the Fort Lee Historic Park Theater off Hudson Terrace and 
Bruce Reynolds Boulevard – Admission is free. 
      
      a. October 4th – Edison’s Frankenstein (1931) 
      b. October 11th – The Bride of Frankenstein (1935) 
      c. October 18th – The Son of Frankenstein (1939) 
      d. October 25th – The House of Frankenstein (1944) 
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       5.  Fort Lee’s Annual Retreat to Victory, Saturday, 
November 17th at 12:00 noon 
 
     Celebrate the 236th anniversary of General Washington’s 
Retreat to Victory.  The Revolutionary War re enactors will exit 
the Fort Lee Historic Park on Hudson Street at 12:00 noon and they 
will retrace Washington’s Army’s retreat route up Main Street to 
Monument Park. There will be a drill and musket salute at Monument 
Park followed by guest speakers and speakers from the Mayor and 
Council.  Following the commemoration there will be an informal 
reception in the Fort Lee Museum where there free refreshments for 
the public. 
 
 He also announced that the annual Tour de Fort Lee will be 
held on September 30th at 8:00 a.m.  This year this will be a 
professional bicycle race as well as the usual five mile bicycle 
run and two mile walk.  All the funds collected go to the Fort Lee 
Educational Foundation which does things for the Fort Lee school 
system including the awarding of scholarships and offering 
educational programs throughout the year.  
 
 He wished all his Jewish friends a “Happy New Year”. 
   
 
Councilman Sargenti – stated that the Fort Lee High School 
football team will be playing its home opener tomorrow night at 
the Alan Sugarman Field at the bottom of Stillwell Avenue at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
 He stated that he and a number of council people had a change 
to play in the PBA’s annual golf tournament yesterday.  It was a 
nice day for everyone including the raising of scholarship money 
for the PBA. 
 
 He also wished everyone a nice Jewish holiday. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced that tomorrow The Borough is 
sponsoring a paper shredding event for Fort Lee residents only at 
the Fort Lee Recreation Center from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Proof 
of residency is required and there will be a limit of four 
shopping bags per household. 
 
 She announced that the Borough’s annual Health Fair will be 
held on Saturday, October 13th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the 
Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center.  Along with the flu shot 
numerous other free health screenings are offered. 
 
 She announced the following Fort Lee Public Library events: 
 
 1.  Origami workshop on Saturday, September 15th at 2:00 p.m.  
Admission is free but children under eight years old must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
 
 
      2. “Blowing in the New Year and Dancing for the Earth” on 
Sunday, September 16th at 2:00 p.m. with the eco-music group 
Englewinds.  This ensemble of winds, piano & percussion will be 



joined by Flamenco dancer, Eva Conti in a program of opera and 
dance sure to bring in the Jewish New Year in style. Admission is 
free but seating is limited, children under eight years old must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
 
 She wished all her Jewish friends a “Happy New Year”. 
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Councilman Cervieri – announced that the annual senior picnic will 
be held on Sunday, October 7th at the Fort Lee High School parking 
lot from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  There will be food, prizes, music 
and dancing.  Transportation will be provided by the Fort Lee 
Parking Authority. 
 
 He mentioned that this past Tuesday, a number of members of 
the governing body along with the Mayor attended the dedication of 
the 9/11 Memorial Garden at the Fort Lee High School.  It was very 
well done and beautiful event.  The keynote speaker was Michael 
Zampieri who spoke about the loss of his brother on 9/11.  His 
speech touched the heart of everyone present. 
 
 He wished his colleague Councilman Goldberg a speedy recovery 
from his surgery today. 
 
 He also wished his Jewish friends a safe and “Happy New 
Year”. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – stated that Michael Zampieri’s speech about his 
brother was moving.  The high school students lead by Barbara 
Pastore and Principal Church did an incredible job in the 
courtyard.  Scott Vasel’s sister was also present at the event.  
Scott also lost his life on 9/11 and it was only his second day on 
the job. 
 
 
Mr. Grant - read the following notice from The United Homeowners 
about the upcoming debates for Council and Board of Education 
seats.  The details are as follows: 
 
 Candidates’ Debate for Seats on the Fort Lee Borough Council 
Thursday, September 27, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Location:  Lewis F. Cole Middle School, 467 Stillwell Avenue,  
      Fort Lee 
 
Incumbents:  Harvey Sohmer and Joseph L. Cervieri, Jr. – Democrats 
Challengers:  Peter B. Campbell and Thomas Bennett – Republicans 
 
 
 Candidates’ Debate for Seats on the Fort Lee Board of 
Education Wednesday, October 17, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Location:  Lewis F. Cole Middle School, 467 Stillwell Avenue,  
      Fort Lee 
 
Incumbent: John Bang – Challengers: Holly Morell, David Sarnoff, 
and Esther Han Silver (each running for a seat with a three year 
term), Candee Romba (unopposed) running to fill an unexpired one 
year term. 
 
 Refreshments will be served at both debates and they are open 
to all members of the public.  
 
 



 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 
public for discussion. 
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 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
  
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 
Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and there 
being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 
objections at 9:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                              Thursday, August 23, 2012 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
     ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the school year will be starting a 
week later due to ongoing renovations at a number of the schools.   
  
 He stated that the Borough is in the aftermath of the USA 
Ironman Triathlon Championship which was held on August 11th.  
Thousands came out for the event as the Borough was the main hub 
for the event.  The swim finished in Ross’ Dock.  The bicycle 
portion of the event started in Ross’ Dock and went through Hudson 
Terrace on the way to the PIP and then concluded in Ross’ Dock.  
The marathon then finished up the event which approximately 
fifteen miles was held in the Borough before the runners crossed 
over the George Washington Bridge and finished in Riverside Park.  
There was a tremendous volunteerism effort in the Borough and he 
considered it one of the most historic days in the Borough’s 108 
years of existence.  There were pockets of inconvenience but as 
long as he’s Mayor the Borough is not just about brick and mortar 
and the Borough will put itself out there with this type of event.  
He congratulated everyone involved. 
 
 He stated that on Saturday, September 22nd at 10:00 a.m. the 
Borough will be officially opening its dog park at the bottom of 
Stillwill Avenue behind the Middle School Field concession area by 



the pump station.  The Department of Public Works did a fantastic 
job and he thanked everyone who has been involved with the 
project.  There are some final items to be completed as well as 
the installation of dog benches being donated.  There will be some 
giveaways and adoption agencies will be on hand.  Refreshments  
will be served. 
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 He also stated that the Planning Board process for both the 
east and west parcels of Redevelopment Area 5 have been concluded. 
The appeals periods have expired which is critical.  There was an 
appeal which he believes will be amicably resolved.  From a 
timeline perspective shovels are expected to be in the ground on 
October 1st for the east parcel which consists of the two hi-
rises, the park in between and the theater for the Borough.  There 
is a closing within the next ten days which will make it permanent 
and the majority of the conditions have been satisfied.  The 
Borough has never been closer to developing the property that has 
been vacant for close to forty-five years.  The benefits of the 
projects will substantially outweigh the negatives.  As far as the 
west parcel, it’s still a work in-progress and the developer is 
still finalizing certain things.  The Borough continues to deal 
with this on a day-to-day basis and the Borough will continue to 
keep the public informed. 
 
 He expressed his condolences to the Engravalle famiy. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 19, 2012 Regular 
Meeting were approved. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 10, 2012 
Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Pohan abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 14, 
2012 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 12, 
2012 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 19, 
2012 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Pohan 
abstaining. 
 
 
    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2012-26 -Amending Chapter 406 Wreckers and Towing 
Service - Licensing Limitation for Police Call List to the  
Six Current Licensees 
  
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2012-26 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 406 WRECKERS AND TOWING SERVICE, OF THE REVISED 
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 13, 



2012. 
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Ordinance #2012-27 - Authorizing the Mayor and Borough Clerk 
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1 Et Seq. and/or N.J.S.A. 55:14K-1 et 
seq. to Execute a Financial Agreement by and Between the Borough 
and Assad Y. Daibes Memorial Foundation for Special Needs, Inc. 
for Property Located on Main Street, Know as a Portion of Lot 13 
and Lots 17, 18 & 19, Block 4355 As Shown on the Official Tax Map 
of the Borough for a Mixed Income Residential Project  
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Councilwoman Kasofsky chaired this portion of the meeting. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2012-27 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND 
BOROUGH CLERK PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1 ET SEQ. AND/OR 
N.J.S.A. 55:14K-1 ET SEQ. TO EXECUTE A FINANCIAL AGREEMENT BY AND 
BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND ASSAD Y. DAIBES MEMORIAL 
FOUNDATION FOR SPECIAL NEEDS, INC. FOR PROPERTY LOCATED ON MAIN 
STREET, FORT LEE ALSO KNOWN AS A PORTION OF LOT 13 AND LOTS 17, 18 
& 19 IN BLOCK 4355 AS SHOWN ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE FOR A MIXED INCOME RESIDENTIAL PROJECT,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 13, 
2012. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2012-22 – Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  
Placement of Handicapped Parking Spaces Near the Front Entrance   
of 2175 Hudson Terrace   
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2012-
22 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, 
SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 
ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 Charles Sobel, 2175 Hudson Terrace, asked if the handicapped 
spaces are allowed to be used during street sweeping periods. 
 
 Mr. Grant replied that there is no exemption for handicapped 
driver’s that allows them to keep their vehicles in handicapped 
spaces during street sweeping periods. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
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Ordinance #2012-23 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Section I,  
to Include a No Parking Zone on Crescent Way (West Side) from  
its Apex with Bridle Way to its Intersection With Crescent Court  
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan  
and carried, the public hearing relative to Ord. #2012-23 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, 
ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 43 SCHEDULE I NO PARKING, OF THE CODE 
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE was tabled unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-24 - Amending Chapter 90, Police Department – 
Borough Administrator is Designated as the Appropriate Authority 
for the Adoption and Promulgation of Rules and Regulations for the  
Police Department 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-24 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 90 POLICE DEPARTMENT, OF 
THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 Vinnie Spina, Linwood Avenue, stated that she discussed at 
the last meeting the intent and reason for the change in the 
ordinance.  She was told because the Borough wanted to designate 
the Borough Administrator as the disciplinary hearing officer she 
couldn’t understand why it could not be stated that way rather 
than changing who the appropriate authority was.  She believed 
that after reviewing the ordinance the Borough was changing the 
wrong ordinance. She spoke to Chapter 90, Sections 3 and 12.  She 
believes that they contradict each other. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich believed the change was for ministerial  
purposes.   
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that at the last meeting he explained it and 
if he did not make himself clear, he apologized for that lapse.  
However, two things are happening.  This is the police ordinance 
and the other part Ms. Spina was talking about “The Hearing 
Officer” was a separate matter.  The hearing officer is for 
civilian disciplinary hearings.  The appropriate authority is 
under NJSA 40A:14-118.  That provides the governing body can 
appoint an appropriate authority for the imposition of police 
rules and police discipline, and the Mayor and Council over a 
period of years have generally deferred to the Borough 
Administrator on a case by case basis.  Instead of doing it on a 
case by case basis, they have now formalized the practice that has 
been in effect.  The appropriate authority for police disciplinary 
matters will be the Borough Administrator. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked Ms. Spina what’s the thrust of her 
dialog. 
  
 Ms. Spina replied that the thrust is if the Borough is going 
to change the appropriate authority the Borough has to be 
consistent throughout the Borough Code and she believes the 
Borough is not doing that if the ordinance is adopted in this 
form.  She asked that Mr. Cohen review the chapter to make sure 
the Borough is consistent in what it’s trying to accomplish. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied that he would review it. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 



closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
Regular Meeting                                    August 23, 2012 
                                                           Page #5  
  
 Mr. Pohan stated that there is no reason the appropriate 
authority in one section has to be the appropriate authority in 
another section. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-25 - Amending Chapter 372, Article I, 
Taxicabs,   
Clarifying the Definition of an Operation of a Taxicab and  
Penalties Associated with Failure to Comply With Same  
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-25- entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 372, 
TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE 1, TAXICABS, OF THE REVISED 
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public hearing 
was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-28. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself with regard to CA-26 and  
CA-27. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $14,482,912.02 
Capital                                          217,412.77 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,678.50 
Trip Admissions                                   11,375.36 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                        115,130.65 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 



Fort Lee Film Commission                           4,218.72 
Redemption Account                                75,197.43 
School Resource Account                              374.17 
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Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    6,586.40 
Police Justice                                          n/a  
Flexible Spending                                       n/a 
 
Total:                                       $14,916,886.02 
 
 
CA-2 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Det. James Hunt –  
Effective September 1st 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Detective James A. Hunt of the Police 
Department has submitted a retirement notice dated July 24, 2012 
and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Detective Hunt’s retirement will 
be effective September 1, 2012 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 

 

CA-3 - Accepting Resignation Notice from Diran Jebejian, Police 
Department Telecommunication – Effective August 23rd 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that Diran Jebejian, Public Safety 
Telecommunicator with the Communications Center has submitted a 
resignation notice dated August 7, 2012 and the Mayor and Council 
have accepted same,    
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Diran Jebejian’s 
resignation will be effective August 22, 2012 with the Borough of 
Fort Lee.   
 
 
CA-4 – Approving Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from 
Kim and Yoon Inc. to James Kim (Pocket License) 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 
person transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-008-
010, heretofore issued to Kim and Yoon Inc.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the license business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for the person-to-person portion of the transfer from 
the State of New Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of 
Taxation, Trenton, New Jersey, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
Governing Body, does hereby approve the person-to-person transfer 



of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to James Kim 
located at a mailing address of 697 Clark Street, Ridgefield, New  
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Jersey 07657, effective August 23, 2012 and does hereby direct the 
Borough Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 
ownership. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Thomas Conway as a Public Safety 
Telecommunicator, Grade 9, Step A, in the Communications Center - 
$40,946.00 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, due to Diran Jebejian’s resignation from the 
Communications Center at the Police Department, the Mayor and 
Council have determined that the vacancy should be filled; and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Thomas Conway be appointed to a full 
time position of Public Safety Telecommunicator, Grade 9, Step A 
in the Communications Center, effective immediately; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department 
of Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $40,946.00 in 
compliance with the Salary Ordinance of the Blue Collar Contract.   
 
 
CA-6 – Item Removed from Agenda Before Meeting 
 
   
CA-7 - Requesting Approval from the DOLGS for the Dedication by  
Rider for Police Donation Trust Fund 
 
       A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION 
   BY RIDER FOR POLICE DONATION TRUST FUND REQUIRED BY THE  
   BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 
 WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services for approval as a dedication 
by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the revenue 
is subject to reasonably accurate estimates in advance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee provides for receipt of 
donations to the Police Department by the municipality to provide 
for the operating costs to administer this act; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues 
anticipated from the Police Donation Trust Fund are hereby 
anticipated as revenue and are hereby appropriated for the purpose 
to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other legal 
requirement: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of 
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to pay 
expenditures of Police Donation, Borough of Fort Lee 
 
 2. The Borough Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of 
Bergen is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this 
Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services. 
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CA-8 - Requesting Approval from the DOLGS for the Dedication by  
Rider for Parking Offense Adjudication Trust Fund 
 
   A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION 
   BY RIDER FOR PARKING OFFENSE ADJUDICATION TRUST FUND 
   REQUIRED BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 
 WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services for approval as a dedication 
by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the revenue 
is subject to reasonably accurate estimates in advance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee provides for receipt of 
Parking Offense Adjudication funds by the municipality to provide 
for the operating costs to administer this act; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues 
anticipated from the Parking Offense Adjudication Trust Fund are 
hereby anticipated as revenue and are hereby appropriated for the 
purpose to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other 
legal requirement: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of 
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to pay 
expenditures of Parking Offense Adjudication, Borough of Fort Lee 
 
 2. The Borough Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of 
Bergen is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this 
Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services. 
 
 
CA-9 - Requesting Approval from the DOLG for the Dedication by  
Rider for Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund 
 
       A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION 
   BY RIDER FOR UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION TRUST FUND 
   REQUIRED BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 
 WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services for approval as a dedication 
by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the revenue 
is subject to reasonably accurate estimates in advance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee provides for receipt of 
Unemployment Compensation funds by the municipality to provide for 
the operating costs to administer this act; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues 
anticipated from the Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund are 
hereby anticipated as revenue and are hereby appropriated for the 
purpose to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other 
legal requirement: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of 
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to pay 
expenditures of Unemployment Compensation, Borough of Fort Lee 
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 2. The Borough Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of 
Bergen is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this 
Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services. 
 
 
CA-10 - Requesting Approval from the DOLGS for the Dedication by  
Rider for Developers Escrow Trust Fund 
 
       A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION 
   BY RIDER FOR DEVELOPERS ESCROW TRUST FUND REQUIRED BY 
       THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 
 WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services for approval as a dedication 
by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the revenue 
is subject to reasonably accurate estimates in advance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee provides for receipt of 
Developers Escrow funds by the municipality to provide for the 
operating costs to administer this act; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues 
anticipated from the Developers Escrow Trust Fund are hereby 
anticipated as revenue and are hereby appropriated for the purpose 
to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other legal 
requirement: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. The Mayor and Council does hereby request permission of 
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to pay 
expenditures of Developers Escrow, Borough of Fort Lee 
 
 2. The Borough Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee, County of 
Bergen is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this 
Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services. 
 
 
CA-11 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for Funds 
for Operating Expenses of the Non-Profit “F.L.A.S.H. Corporation” 
- $10,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) 
Program Grant in the amount of $10,000.00 has been proposed by the 
Fort Lee Assistance and Support Housing  Corporation, for 
operating expenses of the non-profit “F.L.A.S.H Corporation in the 
municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
 
Regular Meeting                                    August 23, 2012 



                                                          Page #10 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the 
aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-12 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application for Tuition Assistance for the Cost of Child Care for 
Children of Family Self-Sufficiency Participants  for the Fort Lee 
Assistance and Support Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) - 
$30,000.00  

 
WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Grant in the amount of $30,000.00 has been proposed by the 
Fort Lee Assistance & Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H) Corporation for 
contracted child day care tuition subsidy; a very important 
support service which is made available to low income parents 
participating in the Housing Authority’s Family Self-Sufficiency 
Progean which is operated by the Fort Lee Housing Authority in the 
municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of Fort Lee and the County of Bergen; and 
 
     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 
     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.   
 
 
CA-13 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant for  
Improvements to the Harry J. Holtje House - $50,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) in the amount of $50,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort 
Lee Housing Authority for funds for improvements to the Harry J. 
Holtje House Public Housing Building, located in the municipality 
of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
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     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.   
 
 
CA-14 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for the 
Lease/Purchase Program of a Single Family Home - $100,000.00 
 
 WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnership Grant in 
the amount of $100,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 
Assistance & Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation for the 
acquisition of a single family house or condominium for the 
Lease/Purchase Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-15 - Endorsing Bergen County Home Investment Partnerships 
(HOME) Program Grant for Proposed Affordable Multi-Family Rental  
Housing Project for the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation – $800,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnership Grant in 
the amount of $800,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 
Assistance and Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) Corporation, for 
proposed Affordable Multi-Family Rental Project in the 
municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the 
aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-16 - Approving Liquor License Renewals for 442 Main Street LLC 
(Pocket License), Vin Romanee LLC (Pocket License) Fairview 
Equities LLC (Pocket License) and Picco Inc. (Debtor in 
Possession) for 2012-2013 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that plenary retail consumption licenses and plenary 
retail distribution licenses, for the year 2012/2013 be issued to 
each of the applicants listed on the attached page for premises 
designated opposite their respective names for the distribution or 
sale of alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE     
 
0219-33-001-009   Picco Inc., t/a Sooriya       
                  (Debtor in Possession) 
 
0219-33-004-008   442 Main Street LLC 
(Two Year Special Ruling Received from the State of NJ, ABC on 
 August 3, 2012 for 2012-2013 and 2013-2014)   
 
0219-44-039-005   Vin Romanee LLC  
(Two Year Special Ruling Received from the State of NJ, ABC on 
 August 20, 2012 for 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 
 
0219-33-044-007   Fariview Equities LLC  
(Special Ruling Received from the State of NJ, ABC on August 20,  
 2012 for 2012-2013 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 
is authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-17 - Authorizing Settlement of Three Tax Appeal Litigations 
at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, Units C1114, C0705 
and C3307 for Tax Years 2010-2012  
 
     WHEREAS, three owners have appealed the real property tax 
assessments for their units at the Old Palisades, Block 3352, Lot 
3, Units C1114, C0705 and C3307; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Assessor has recommended settling the pending 
Tax Court cases, based upon sales of similar units, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 
necessary in order to effectuate settlements of litigation as 
follows:   
 
 Unit C0705 - The assessment for 2010, 2011 and 2012 to be     
      reduced from a total of $552,000 to $470,000;  
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 Unit C1114 - The assessment for 2010, 2011 and 2012 to be  



      reduced from $544,000 to $460,000;  
 
 Unit C3307 - The assessment for 2011 and 2012 to be reduced  
      from $758,000 to $592,000; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlements are 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-18 - Approving Agreement with Bergen County for the Borough’s 
Participation in the Bergen County ADA Cooperative Curb Ramp 
Construction Grant Program 
 
     WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT), 
Federally funded programs and the Americans with Disabilities Act 
Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) and Public Right-of-Way 
Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) mandate, among other things, 
that public sidewalks at intersections provide, at a minimum: 
depressed curb cuts, detectable warning surfaces and a landing 
area at crosswalk locations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, public sidewalks are a municipal responsibility in 
as much as the County’s road responsibility is limited to improved 
road areas from curb face to curb face as set forth in N.J.S.A. 
27:16-8; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County, as set forth in Freeholder Resolution 
No.677-12 adopted on May 16, 2012, seeks to assist municipalities 
with their obligation to comply with NJDOT and Federal ADA 
regulations on County roadways by dedicating a portion of the 
County’s New Jersey Department of Transportation, Bureau of Local 
Aid funds for the funding of an “ADA Cooperative Curb Ramp 
Construction Grant Program”; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County, as set forth in Freeholder Resolution 
No. 676-12 adopted on May 16, 2012, seeks to further assist 
municipalities with their obligation to comply with NJDOT and 
Federal ADA regulations on County roadways by dedicating a portion 
of the County funds for a countywide “Cooperative ADA Engineering 
Design Grant Program”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to participate in 
the aforesaid grant programs, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough o Fort Lee 
hereby agrees to participate in the “ADA Cooperative Curb Ramp 
Construction Grant Program” and the “Cooperative ADA Engineering 
Design Grant Program”; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized 
to execute the aforesaid grant agreements. 
 
 
CA-19 - Approving Agreement with Bergen County for the Borough’s 
Participation in the Bergen County Cooperative ADA Engineering 
Design Grant Program 
 
     WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT), 
Federally funded programs and the Americans with Disabilities Act 
Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) and Public Right-of-Way 
Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) mandate, among other things, 
that public sidewalks at intersections provide, at a minimum: 
depressed curb cuts, detectable warning surfaces and a landing  
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area at crosswalk locations; and 
 



 WHEREAS, public sidewalks are a municipal responsibility in 
as much as the County’s road responsibility is limited to improved 
road areas from curb face to curb face as set forth in N.J.S.A. 
27:16-8; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County, as set forth in Freeholder Resolution 
No.677-12 adopted on May 16, 2012, seeks to assist municipalities 
with their obligation to comply with NJDOT and Federal ADA 
regulations on County roadways by dedicating a portion of the 
County’s New Jersey Department of Transportation, Bureau of Local 
Aid funds for the funding of an “ADA Cooperative Curb Ramp 
Construction Grant Program”; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County, as set forth in Freeholder Resolution 
No. 676-12 adopted on May 16, 2012, seeks to further assist 
municipalities with their obligation to comply with NJDOT and 
Federal ADA regulations on County roadways by dedicating a portion 
of the County funds for a countywide “Cooperative ADA Engineering 
Design Grant Program”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to participate in 
the aforesaid grant programs, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough o Fort Lee 
hereby agrees to participate in the “ADA Cooperative Curb Ramp 
Construction Grant Program” and the “Cooperative ADA Engineering 
Design Grant Program”; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized 
to execute the aforesaid grant agreements. 
 
 
CA-20 - Endorsing Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund Application  
for Improvements to Inwood Terrace Park (Improvements to Gazebo 
and Basketball Courts) - $35,000.00  
 

BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE ET AL. TRUST FUND 
MUNICIPAL PARK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 
 WHEREAS, a Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund application in 
the amount of $35,000.00 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort 
Lee for open space improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the 
municipality of Fort Lee at 1097 Inwood Terrace, Block 1053 Lot 1; 
and,  
 
   WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, such 
funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by 
the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of Fort Lee, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 
Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body is committed 
to providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Division of Community 
Development so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
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CA-21 - Approving NJDOT Grant Application for Roadway Improvements 
to Whiteman Street 
 



Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant  
Contract With the New Jersey Department of Transportation  
for Whiteman Street Improvements  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee formally approves the grant application for 
the above stated project; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application 
identified as MA-2013-Fort Lee Borough-00015 to the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, and that their signature constitutes 
acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and 
approves the execution of the grant agreement. 
 
 
CA-22 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  
Hackensack, New Jersey, for Design and Construction Inspection 
Services for Traffic Signal Modifications to Main Street and 
Center Avenue – $7,000.00 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 
       PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to prepare construction plans and 
specifications, and provide construction inspection services for 
the completion of traffic signal modifications and upgrading of 
handicap ramps on Main Street and Center Avenues in the Borough; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell to perform such professional engineer services in 
accordance with its proposal, dated August 8, 2012, attached 
hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services for the preparation of construction plans and 
specifications, and provide construction inspection services for 
the completion of traffic signal modifications and upgrading of 
handicap ramps on Main Street and Center Avenues in the Borough; 
and  
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  



 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 
to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional engineering services for the preparation of 
construction plans and specifications, and provide construction 
inspection services for the completion of traffic signal 
modifications and upgrading of handicap ramps on Main Street and 
Center Avenues in the Borough is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 
the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services for the preparation of 
construction plans and specifications, and provide construction 
inspection services for the completion of traffic signal 
modifications and upgrading of handicap ramps on Main Street and 
Center Avenues in the Borough, in accordance with its proposal, 
dated August 8, 2012, (Available in the Office of the Borough 
Clerk), in an amount not to exceed $3,500.00 for the design 
repackaging phase and $3,500.00 for the construction phase on a 
time and materials basis. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
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CA-23 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering Proposal, South  
Hackensack, New Jersey, for Additional Construction Inspection 
Services for Additional Various Handicap Ramp Installations – 
$7,500.00 
 



       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
       FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT WITH  
       BOSWELL McCLAVE ENGINEERING FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF  
       SUPPLEMENTARY CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION SERVICES OF  
       HANDICAP RAMPS AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE  
       BOROUGH 
  

WHEREAS, on prior occasions pursuant to duly adopted 
resolutions, the Borough authorized the award of a contract to 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to provide design and 
construction inspection engineering services related to the 
installation of American Disability Act (“ADA”)-compliant handicap 
ramps at various locations throughout the Borough as recommended 
by the Borough’s Department of Public Works; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 
perform supplementary construction inspection services with regard 
to the installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps at various 
locations throughout the Borough as a result of additional grant 
funds remaining available for the Borough’s use; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the project to install of ADA-compliant handicap 
ramps in the Borough is being funded by Bergen County Community 
Development; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell to perform such additional construction inspection 
engineering services in accordance with its proposal, dated July 
24, 2012, attached hereto; and 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide the additional construction 
inspection engineering services related to the installation of 
ADA-compliant handicap ramps at various locations throughout the 
Borough as recommended by the Borough’s Department of Public 
Works; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of amending its contract 
with Boswell for the performance of professional construction 
inspection engineering services in accordance with the procedures 
mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts and amendments thereto for 
“professional services” without competitive bidding and the 
agreement between the parties must be available for public  
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inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the amendment to the contract for professional 
construction engineering services to be performed by Boswell is 
awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 



seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 
that sufficient funds are available for the additional 
expenditures necessary for installation of ADA-compliant handicap 
ramps at various locations throughout the Borough; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the authorization to amend the contract with 
Boswell for the performance of additional professional 
construction engineering services related to the installation of 
ADA-compliant handicap ramps in the Borough is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 
amendment is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 
additional professional construction inspection engineering 
services related to  the installation of ADA-compliant handicap 
ramps at various locations throughout the Borough as recommended 
by the Borough’s Department of Public Works, in accordance with 
its proposal, dated July 24, 2012, (Available in the Office of the 
Borough Clerk), and the terms and provisions of the agreement by 
and between Boswell and the Borough for consulting engineering 
services be amended, for the sum of $7,500.00. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the additional engineering 
work pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written 
notice to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be 
completed within the budget established for the services.  If the 
services are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a 
detailed cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the 
Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract amendment shall be 
published, and this resolution must be available for public 
inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-24 - Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Contract With  
Bergen County Through the Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund 
Program for the Project Entitled Inwood Terrace Park Rubber 
Surface Playground at 1097 Inwood Terrace for 2012-2013 - 
$34,700.00  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of 
Bergen for the purpose of using $34,700.00 in 2012-2013 grant 
award from the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & 
Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“Trust Fund”) for the project  
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entitled Inwood Terrace Park Rubber Surface Playground, at the 
Inwood Terrace Park, which is located at 1097 Inwood Terrace, 
Block 1053 Lot 1; and,  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorize Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the 
aforesaid grant agreement; and  



 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorize Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., Chief Financial Officer, to sign 
all County of Bergen Payment Vouchers submitted in conjunction 
with the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognize 
that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for a dollar for dollar 
match for any funds awarded in accordance with the Trust Fund’s 
requirements;  
 
 This resolution was adopted by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee at a meeting on August 23, 2012. 
 
 
CA-25 - Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Contract With  
Bergen County Through the Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund 
Program for the Project Entitled William T. Birch Park Tennis 
Court Rehabilitations at 500 Stillwell Avenue for 2012-2013 - 
$78,842.00  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of 
Bergen for the purpose of using $78,842.00 in 2012-2013 grant 
award from the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & 
Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“Trust Fund”) for the project 
entitled, William T. Birch Park Tennis Court Rehabilitations, at 
the William T. Birch Park, which is located at 500 Stillwell 
Avenue, Block 2951 Lot 1; and,  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorize Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the 
aforesaid grant agreement; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorize Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., Chief Financial Officer, to sign 
all County of Bergen Payment Vouchers submitted in conjunction 
with the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognize 
that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for a dollar for dollar 
match for any funds awarded in accordance with the Trust Fund’s 
requirements;  
 
 This resolution was adopted by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee at a meeting on August 23, 2012. 
 
 
CA-26 - Authorizing the Planning Board to Examine Whether Block  
4355, Lots 17-19 and a Portion of Block 4355, Lot 13, Should be 
Determined to be an Area in Need of Redevelopment Pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40A-12A-1 et seq. 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE TO EXAMINE WHETHER CERTAIN LANDS, IN PARTICULAR, BLOCK 
4355, LOTS 17, 18 AND 19, ALONG WITH A PORTION OF LOT 13 IN BLOCK  
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4355, LOCATED ON MAIN STREET IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW 
JERSEY, SHOULD BE DETERMINED TO BE AN AREA IN NEED OF 
REDEVELOPMENT PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET SEQ.  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (the “Borough”) has 
identified certain properties located on Main Street, specifically 
Lots 17, 18 and 19 in Block 4355, along with a portion of Lot 13 
in Block 4355, as delineated on the tax map attached hereto and 



made part of this resolution, to be considered for designation as 
an area “in need of redevelopment”, pursuant to the Local 
Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.; and  

 

 WHEREAS, before an area may be declared in need of 
redevelopment, it is legally necessary for the adoption of a 
resolution authorizing the Planning Board of the Borough to 
undertake a preliminary study to determine whether the proposed 
area meets the criteria for designation as a redevelopment area 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires that the Borough Planning Board 
undertake an examination as to whether Block 4355, Lots 17, 18 and 
19, may be deemed “an area in need of redevelopment”. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 
Council, that the Borough Planning Board is hereby directed and 
authorized to examine whether the lands located on Main Street, 
comprising Block 4355, Lots 17, 18 and 19, along with a portion of 
Lot 13 in Block 4355, as delineated on the tax map attached hereto 
and made part of this resolution, should be determined “an area in 
need of redevelopment” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-3; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 
effect immediately.  

 
 
CA-27 - Authorizing an Amendment to the Amended and Restated  
Developers Agreement Between the Borough and Assad Y. Daibes 
Memorial Foundation for Special Needs, Inc. – Dated November 2, 
2011 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
AMENDED AND RESTATED DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AND ASSAD Y. DAIBES MEMORIAL FOUNDATION FOR SPECIAL 
NEEDS, INC., DATED NOVEMBER 2, 2011 

 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Supreme Court, has prescribed, in a 

series of rulings known as “the Mt. Laurel Doctrine”, that every 
municipality has a constitutional obligation to provide through 
its land use regulations a realistic opportunity for the creation 
of a fair share of its region's need for low and moderate income 
housing (“the affordable housing obligation”); and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Fair Housing Act, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-

301, et seq., as amended, (“the Fair Housing Act” or FHA”), the 
Legislature has provided a statutory mechanism for municipalities 
to address their affordable housing obligation under the Mt. 
Laurel Doctrine; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received court approval of its plan 

to provide for its prior affordable housing obligation, (“the 
Prior Round Obligation”), as prescribed by the rules of the 
Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”); and 
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WHEREAS,  the Borough seeks to address its Third Round 

Obligation, which includes any remaining Prior Round Obligation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, under the FHA the Borough may utilize various 

techniques for providing low and moderate income housing, 
including utilizing municipally-generated funds, see, N.J.S.A. 
52:27D-311a(8), and making donations, grants or loans of public 
funds for the provision of new affordable housing, see, N.J.S.A. 



52:27D-311f; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Assad Y. Daibes Memorial Foundation for Special 
Needs, Inc. (the “Developer”) has experience in the construction 
of public and private development projects, and is the owner of 
certain properties located within the Borough, designated as Block 
4355, Lots 17, 18 and 19, formerly Block 4305, Lots 23, 25, 27 and 
30 on the Borough Tax Map and commonly known as the Action Motors 
property, (“the Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough and the Developer entered into an 

Amended and Restated Development Agreement, dated November 2, 2011 
(the “Restated Agreement”), which changed the terms of an initial 
Development Agreement, dated November 19, 2009; and  

 
WHEREAS, under the Restated Agreement the Developer agreed to 

construct an affordable housing units in a development on the 
Property, (denominated the Revised Project”), and the Borough 
agreed to loan the Developer $3,100,000.00 (“the Loan”) for the 
construction of affordable units in the Revised Project; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough obtained approval from COAH on April 22, 

2010 and, as part of its approval of the Borough’s Spending Plan, 
on December 15, 2010 to expend funds from the Borough’s affordable 
housing trust fund to make the Loan, so long as the project 
generated ninety (90) affordable housing units/credits pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 (“the COAH Regulations”) and the FHA 
(collectively, “the COAH Approvals”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough and Developer have undertaken to 

implement the Restated Agreement, but the present financing 
requirements for the Revised Project, notably those of the Housing 
and Mortgage Finance Agency (“HMFA”), have resulted in a change in 
the scope of the Revised Project such that one-half (i.e. 70) of 
the total units (i.e. 140) must be market rate units and on-half 
(i.e. 70) units, but in no event less than seventy (70), will be 
affordable housing units; and  
 

WHEREAS, because the seventy (70) affordable housing units 
will be rental units, and because this will enable the Borough to 
exceed the minimum rental housing requirement of COAH Regulations, 
this will result in enhanced credit to the Borough such that the 
Borough will realize as many as ninety-four (94) affordable 
housing credits from the Revised Project as modified; and 

 
WHEREAS, because fifty-seven (57) units of the affordable 

housing component of the Revised Project as modified will be 
special needs units and enable the Borough to address a further 
public interest in providing such housing; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Revised Project as modified is in accordance 

with the Borough’s plan to address its Third Round affordable 
housing obligation and will result in more affordable housing 
credits than set forth in the applicable COAH Approvals; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Developer represents that it is committed to 

develop the Revised Project as modified and to obtain private or  
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other financing necessary and will otherwise undertake and do all 
things necessary for the development of the Revised Project as 
modified; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough and Developer desire to enter into a 

First Amendment to the Restated Agreement for the purpose of 
setting forth their respective undertakings, rights and 
obligations in connection with the construction of the Revised 
Project, all in accordance with applicable law and the terms and 
conditions of the First Amendment to the Agreement as set forth 



therein,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that it hereby approves the First 
Amendment to the Amended and Restated Development Agreement with 
the Assad Y. Daibes Memorial Foundation for Special Needs, Inc; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

authorized to execute the First Amendment to the Amended and 
Restated Development Agreement with the Assad Y. Daibes Memorial 
Foundation for Special Needs, Inc. on behalf of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, which First Amendment shall be in a form and content 
subject to the review and approval by the Borough Attorney. 
 
 
CA-28 - Authorizing Purchase of Three (3) 2013 Ford Interceptors 
for the Police Department Through Bergen County Co-Op #484-12 from 
Cherry Hill Winner Ford, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, - $28,477.00 for 
Each Vehicle (Total Cost $85,431.00) Which Includes Three-Year 
Premium Care Warranty for All Three Vehicles 
 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 
three (3) 2013 Ford Police Interceptors; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vehicles are available through Cherry Hill 
Winner Ford, via Bergen County Co-Op #484-12; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicles are over the bid threshold 
amount of $36,000.00 and the expenditure must be authorized by  
resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to 
purchase the aforementioned 2013 Ford Police Interceptors by 
purchase order from Cherry Hill Winner Ford, 250 Haddonfield - 
Berlin Road, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, 08034 in the amount of 
$28,477.00 for each vehicle, total amount of all three (3) 
vehicles is $85,431.00 which includes the three (3) year/100,000 
Premium Care Warranty for each vehicle; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase.  
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 Diane Sicheri, 1525 12th Street, has questions pertaining to 
CA-20, CA-21, CA-22 and CA-27. 
 
 Mr. Grant responded to CA-20, Mayor Sokolich replied to CA-
21. Ms. Thomas spoke to CA-22 and Ms. Thomas, Mr. Cohen and Mr. 
Pohan responded to CA-27. 
 
 Doug Sugarman, 2100 Linwood Avenue, asked about CA-26. 
 
 Mr. Cohen responded to his inquiry. 
 



 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions and 
or/statements with regard to CA-27, CA-2, CA-7 through CA-10 and 
CA-17. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied to CA-27.  Ms. Thomas responded to CA-7 
through CA-10 and Mayor Sokolich and Ms. Thomas spoke to CA-17. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-28) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 Ms. Thomas left at this point in the meeting at approximately 
8:40 p.m. 
 
 

APPOINTMENT 
 

A-1  - Board of Health 
 
 Mr. Pohan requested that this item be discussed at the 
September 6th executive session before any action is taken. 

  
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan - had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated Det. James Hunt on his pending 
retirement. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – stated that this Saturday, August 25th the 
“Music and Movie Under the Stars” series continues on the lawn at 
the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center with the movie “Pillow 
Talk” with music from the Sly Blue Jazz Band.  On September 1st 
the movie is “Apollo 13” with music by Swingadelic.  The last 
event for this summer on September 8th features the movie 
“Despicable Me” with music by the Coney Island Sideshow Circus. 
All the events start with the music at 7:00 p.m. followed by the 
movie at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – offered his congratulations to Det. Hunt on 
his retirement. 
 
 He also offered his condolences to Steven Engravalle, Fort 
Lee School Superintendent, on the loss of his wife. 
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Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Fort Lee Library has been 
awarded the 24th Annual New Jersey Council for the humanities book 
award collection.  The eighteen titles of the collection will be 
presented on Thursday, September 6th at 2:00 p.m. in the library 
meeting room. 
 
 She announced that The Borough is sponsoring a paper 
shredding event for Fort Lee residents only at the Fort Lee 
Recreation Center on Friday, September 14th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Proof of residency is required and there will be a limit of 
four shopping bags per household. 
 



 
Mayor Sokolich – stated that the volunteer effort during the USA 
Championship Triathlon was tremendous.  On behalf of himself and 
the governing body he extended his thanks to the Greater Fort Lee 
Chamber of Commerce who took the lead on the event.  In particular 
he thanked Ranee and Craig Weinstein as well as all of the 
volunteers who made the event such a great success.  The event 
made Fort Lee shine and it was a very bright day in the Borough’s 
108 year history. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 
public for discussion. 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Diane Sicheri        .R-1 From 8/16/12        Mayor Sokolich 
1525 12th St.         Executive Session 
                      Pertaining to FLRA 
 
Keith Jensen         .School Fair Funding     Mayor Sokolich 
2 Drury Way            Formula 
 
                     .Red Light Cameras       Mr. Pohan 
 
Vinnie Spina         .Red Light Cameras       Mayor Sokolich 
Linwood Avenue 
 
                     .Ord. #2012-24           Mayor Sokolich 
 
 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 
Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Goldberg, and there 
being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 
objections at 8:58 p.m.  
 
  
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, July 19, 2012 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
                Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Mayor Sokolich, Councilman Pohan 



 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Council President Cervieri chaired the meeting in the Mayor’s 
absence. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that Mayor Sokolich was called away at 
the last moment and the Mayor expressed his best wishes to 
everyone. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 21, 
2012 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Goldberg 
abstaining. 

 
   

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2012-22 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  
Placement of Handicapped Parking Spaces Near the Front Entrance   
of 2175 Hudson Terrace   
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried, Ord. #2012-22 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING 
SPACES” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
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 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 23, 
2012. 
 
Ordinance #2012-23 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Section I,  
to Include a No Parking Zone on Crescent Way (West Side) from  
its Apex with Bridle Way to its Intersection With Crescent Court  
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2012-23 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, 
SECTION 43 SCHEDULE I NO PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE” was introduced and passed on first reading. 



 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 23, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-24 - Amending Chapter 90, Police Department – 
Borough Administrator is Designated as the Appropriate Authority 
for the Adoption and Promulgation of Rules and Regulations for the  
Police Department  
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried, Ord. #2012-24 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 90 POLICE DEPARTMENT, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed 
on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 23, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-25 – Amending Chapter 372, Article I, Taxicabs, 
Violations for Taxicab Company Owners Allowing Drivers to Operate 
a Taxicab Without a Valid Taxicab Driver’s License 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2012-25 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 372, TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES, ARTICLE 1, TAXICABS 
OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for August 23, 
2012. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2012-18 - Granting Municipal Consent to the Renewal of 
a Franchise to Time Warner Entertainment Company, L.P., d/b/a 
Time Warner Cable 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE GRANTING MUNICIPAL CONSENT 
TO THE RENEWAL OF A FRANCHISE TO TIME WARNER ENTERTAINMENT 
COMPANY, L.P., d/b/a TIME WARNER CABLE TO CONTINUE TO CONSTRUCT, 
OWN, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEM IN AND FOR THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.” 
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 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2012-19 - Bond Ordinance for Roadway Improvements to 
Brinkerhoff Avenue – Appropriating $180,500.00 and Authorizing   
the Issuance of $34,000.00 in Bonds or Notes  
  

On motion by Councilman Sohmer seconded by Councilman  
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 



Ord. #2012-19 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS 
TO BRINKERHOFF AVENUE (SECTION 2) IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $180,500 
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE $34,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF 
THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, complained about the length 
in time roadways are taking to get paved once they have been 
milled. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Cervieri and Sargenti responded to her 
comments; however, her comments did not pertain to the bond 
ordinance itself. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-20 - Amending Chapter 388, Article V, Section 56,  
Schedule XII Penalties for Violation of Taxi Stands   
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-20 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 56, SCHEDULE XII TAXI 
STANDS, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2012-21 - Appropriating $2,693,000.00 for Various 
Capital Improvements and Authorizing the Issuance of $2,558,350.00 
Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof  
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-21- entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF 
$2,693,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,558,350 
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST  
THEREOF”. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked about the Community 
Center budget line particularly concerning lights and the outdoor 
fountain and spoke about the lack of parking; however, her 
comments concerning parking did not pertain to the bond ordinance 
itself. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri and Ms. Thomas responded to her comments about 
parking. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 



closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri requested that CA-15 be broken out separately. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
Current                                  $6,675,691.14 
Capital                                          510,656.93 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,861.19 
Trip Admissions                                   17,144.43 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         88,305.70 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           3,790.24 
Redemption Account                                      n/a 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
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Police Treasury                                    7,899.79 
Police Justice                                          n/a       
Flexible Spending                                       n/a 
 
Total:                                        $7,308,349.42 
 
 
CA-2 - Accepting Auditor’s Annual Report for 2011  
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of  
every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books,  
accounts and financial transactions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2011 has 
been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal 
Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received 



by each member of the governing body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board 
of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the 
local fiscal affairs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 
5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each 
municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing 
body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit 
entitled: “Comments and Recommendations; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally 
reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and 
specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments 
and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of 
the governing body attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by 
the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt 
of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and 
have familiarized themselves with, at least the minimum 
requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New 
Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, 
as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local 
Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members 
of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 
52:27BB-52,to wit: 
 
 R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local 
governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or 
refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local 
Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not 
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not 
more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of 
the  Borough of Fort Lee, hereby states that it has complied with 
N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this 
resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show 
evidence of said compliance.  
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CA-3 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local  
Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, State of 
New Jersey “South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Police 
Accreditation Grant” - $25,000.00 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of  
any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 
such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 
item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $25,000.00 from the 
South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund and wishes to amend 



its 2012 Budget to include a portion of this amount as an item of 
revenue, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 
insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2012, in the 
sum of  ..........................................$25,000.00 
which is now available as a revenue item from: 

Miscellaneous Revenues 
Special Items Of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 
Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services: 

Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 
Police – Police Accreditation Grant 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of....$25,000.00 
be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 

General Appropriations: 
(a) Operations excluded from CAPS 

Programs Offset by Revenues: 
Police – Police Accreditation Grant 
    

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 
directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 
Director of Local Government Services. 
 
 
CA-4 - Approving Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Andrew 
Troya for Fire Company #3 
 
 The junior auxiliary firefighter application for Andrew Troya 
for Fire Company #3 was approved. 
 
 
CA-5 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Ron Bisig, Police  
Department Telecommunicator – Effective August 1st 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Ronald K. Bisig, Public Safety 
Telecommunicator with the Communications Center, has submitted a 
retirement notice dated February 16, 2012 and the Mayor and 
Council have accepted same; and    
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Mr. Bisig’s retirement will be effective 
August 1, 2012 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
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CA-6 - Authorizing Hiring of James Piccirillo as a Public Safety 
Telecommunicator, Grade 9, Step A, in the Communications Center - 
$40,946.00 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, due to Ron Bisig’s retirement at the Communications 
Center at the Police Department, the Mayor and Council have 
determined that the vacancy should be filled,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that James Piccirillo be appointed to a 
full time position of Public Safety Telecommunicator, Grade 9, 
Step A in the Communications Center, with an effective date,  
retroactive to July 16, 2012; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department 
of Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $40,946.00, in 
compliance with the Salary Ordinance of the Blue Collar Contract.   



 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Title Change for Alisa Ellsworth from Principal 
Clerk Typist to Supervising Clerk Typist in the Building 
Department - $5,000.00 Salary Increase 
 
 WHEREAS, Alisa Ellsworth, Principal Clerk Typist, of the 
Building Department, has assumed additional responsibilities in 
the office due to a retirement of their Control Person, and in 
light of additional responsibilities associated with the 
Redevelopment Area 5 Project; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this department, due to budget considerations, has 
had to reorganize their staff’s responsibilities,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Alisa Ellsworth will be promoted to 
Keyboarding Clerk 4 (Supervising Clerk Typist),  and receive a 
$5,000.00 increase, effective retroactively to July 1, 2012; and   
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional 
pending certification from the State of New Jersey Civil Service 
Commission.   
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Title Change for Fran Weissman from Claims  
Examiner Workers Compensation to Administrative Secretary in the 
Administrative Offices – 7% Salary Increase 
 
 WHEREAS, Francine Weissman, Claims Examiner Workers 
Compensation, of the Administrative Offices, has assumed 
additional duties for some time; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this department, in light of budget considerations, 
has had to reorganize the staff responsibilities,   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Francine Weissman will be promoted 
to Administrative Secretary, with a 7% salary increase, effective 
retroactively to July 1, 2012; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional 
pending certification by the State of New Jersey Civil Service 
Commission. 
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CA-9 - Authorizing Title Change for Maryanne Leodori from  
Administrative Secretary to Executive Assistant in the  
Administrative Offices – 7% Salary Increase 
 
 WHEREAS, Maryanne Leodori, Administrative Secretary, of the 
Administrative Offices, has assumed additional duties for some 
time; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this department, in light of budget considerations, 
has had to reorganize the staff responsibilities,   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Maryanne Leodori will be promoted to 
Executive Assistant, with a 7% increase, effective retroactively 
to July 1, 2012; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional 
pending certification by the State of New Jersey Civil Service 
Commission. 



 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New  
Jersey for Period Covering April 1, 2012 Through June 30, 2012 - 
$1,175.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  
amount of $1,175.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 
for the period covering April 1, 2012 through June 30, 2012. Fees 
are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 
Human Services; and 
 

01-2887 
 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there were no Civil Unions during 
the aforementioned time period. 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Borough Administrator to Act as Hearing 
Officer for Appeals With Regard to a Denial of a Taxicab Driver’s  
License 
 
     A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR TO ACT  
     AS HEARING OFFICER REGARDING TAXICAB DRIVER’S LICENSE APPEAL 

 
 WHEREAS, no person is authorized to operate any taxicab 
within the Borough of Fort Lee unless both the taxicab and the 
driver thereof are licensed, in accordance with the appertaining 
Borough Ordinance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an Applicant may request a hearing to appeal a 
denial of a license or suspension or revocation thereof, to the 
Mayor and Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council may designate a Hearing 
Officer to conduct an aforesaid hearing, establish an evidentiary 
and testimonial record, as may be necessary, and issue a written 
report and recommendation to the Mayor and Council, who shall 
retain ultimate decision making authority, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Borough Administrator is hereby 
authorized to act as its designee, to conduct said appeal  
 
hearings, establish an evidentiary and testimonial record, as may 
be necessary, and issue a report and recommendation to the 
Governing Body for each appeal of a decision regarding an 
application for a taxicab driver’s license, unless the Mayor and 
Council choose to act as hearing officer. 
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
CCM Co vs. Borough of Fort Lee at 475 Main Street, Block  
4457, Lot 1, for Tax Years 2010-2013 
 
 WHEREAS, CCM Co. is the owner and taxpayer of property 
located at 475 Main Street, also known as Block 4457, Lot 1; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for 2010, 2011 and 
2012 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled CCM Co. 



vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in the Tax 
Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 
Attorney, the Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor  that the 
matter be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in the 
best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 
entitled CCM Co. vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the assessments  
for tax years 2010, 2011 and 2012 will remain intact at 
$25,000,000, and the 2013 assessment of $25,000,000 will be 
reduced to $24,000,000. 
 
 
CA-14 - Approving Developers Agreement with Fort Lee EP, LLC for  
Property Located at One Executive Drive, Block 6451, Lot 5 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT  
LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT  
BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND FORT LEE EP, LLC 

   
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Fort Lee 
EP, LLC (the “Developer”), for property located at Block 6451, Lot 
5 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, also known 
as One Executive Drive, Fort Lee, New Jersey (the “Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 
Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough 
of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by  

Special Counsel; and 
 
WHEREAS, proof of insurance coverage together with a 

performance bond must be provided,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and are 
hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with the 
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Developer.   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that proof of insurance coverage and receipt  
 
of a performance bond must be provided to the satisfaction of the 
Borough Attorney prior to the issuance of a building permit. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to 
CA-12 and CA-2. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri responded to CA-12.  Ms. Thomas and Messrs. 
Cervieri and Goldberg spoke to CA-2. 
 
 Vinnie Spina, 2186 Linwood Avenue, stated that Mr. Cervieri 
may be conflicted with regard to CA-12 because at a Board of 
Education meeting in June someone said that JJC Realty received a 
commission on the property (2175 Lemoine Avenue). 



 
 Mr. Cervieri thanked Ms. Spina for her statement and 
concurred with her that he’s conflicted with regard to CA-15. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-11 and CA-
13 and CA-14) was approved unanimously with items CA-12 and CA-15 
being removed for separate vote as requested by Mr. Cervieri. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1/CA-12 - Accepting Proposal from Robert McNerney of McNerney  
Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey to Provide Professional  
Appraisal Services for Property Located at 2175 Lemoine Avenue 
Block 5952, Lot 9 - $7,500.00  
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter as well as R-2 
listed below and left the podium. 
 
 Ms. Kasofsky chaired the meeting pertaining to R-1 and R-2. 
  
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 
        THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 2175 Lemoine 
Avenue (“Property”) in the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) filed a 
complaint with the Tax Court challenging the Borough’s total 
assessment for the property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed appraiser to provide professional appraisal 
services related to the complaint filed with the Tax Court 
challenging the Borough’s total assessment for the Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge  
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of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation;  
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 
McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 
professional appraisal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 
services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 
the Property; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 
McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  



 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be  
 available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 
appraisal services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 
accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 
Law, McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) 
days prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 
Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 
reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 
the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 
any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 
Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate and the certification have previously been 
submitted by McNerney and are maintained on file at the office of 
the Borough Clerk;  
 
 WHEREAS, the owners of the Property in the Borough filed a 
complaint with the Tax Court challenging the Borough’s total 
assessment for the property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 
of the Property, also known as Block 5952, Lot 9, on the tax map 
of the Borough, there exists a need for McNerney to perform such 
appraisal in accordance with its proposal, dated June 14, 2012, 
attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for these purposes, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 
appraisal with regard to the Property is in the best interests of 
the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 
07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform  
professional appraisal services related to the preparation of an 
appraisal with regard to the Property at a cost of $7,500.00, in  
accordance with its proposal, dated June 14, 2012, (Available in 
the Office of the Borough Clerk). 
 
 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
current funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 



 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 
R-2/CA-15 - Approving Renewal of Club Liquor License for Fort Lee 
Athletic Club Inc. for 2012-2013 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the club license, for the year 2012/2013 be issued 
to the applicant listed on the attached page for premises 
designated opposite their respective names for the distribution or 
sale of alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 
 
0219-31-054-001   Fort Lee Athletic Club      FORT LEE ATHLETIC 
       Inc.                       CLUB 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 
is authorized and directed to sign said license and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point and chaired 
the remainder of the meeting. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Sohmer – offered best wishes to Ron Bisig on his 
upcoming retirement. 
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Councilman Goldberg – read the list of movies and bands that will 
be playing at the Jack Alter Community Center through August 16th. 
The events are held on Wednesday, Friday and Saturday nights.  For 
further information regarding the Wednesday and Friday events call 
201-592-4699 or visit the web at www.fortleecommunitycenter.org 
For further information regarding the Saturday events call 201-
592-3663. 
 
 He added that this past Saturday a group called “The Hit Men” 
performed and he thought it was one of the best concerts ever held 
at the community center.  They said they want to come back again 
next year.  Three of the four members were part of “The Four 
Seasons” from 1970 to 1979. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – The Borough is sponsoring a paper 
shredding event for Fort Lee residents only at the Fort Lee 
Recreation Center on Friday, September 14th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Proof of residency is required and there will be a limit of 
four shopping bags per household. 
 

http://www.fortleecommunitycenter.org/


 She stated that the Fort Lee Library’s summer music concert 
series continues on Sunday, July 22, at 2:00 p.m. with a NYC Duo 
performance of "From Buenos Aires to the Balkan Mountains: A 
concert of music from South America and Europe" (guitar, violin, 
and cello). 
 
 Also at the library on Sunday, August 5th at 2:00 p.m. the 
Harmonia Chamber Players present “Tango Tango Tango”. This 
interactive program features soprano Ana Kouyoumdjian as the 
Harmonia Chamber Players explore the passionate and exhilarating 
art form of the Tango.  
 
 She added that the library held a book sale last Saturday and 
it was a big success.  She thanked everyone who volunteered and 
participated in the event. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – announced that 2012 Bergen County 4-H and 
Master Gardner Fair will be held on Saturday, August 4th from 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Van Saun County Park in Paramus.  The 
rain date is August 5th.  Activities include a plant clinic, 
animals, arts and crafts and food will be served.  People going 
are requested to bring a non-perishable food donation which 
supports “Rutgers Against Hunger” 
 
 He stated that The Richard A. Nest Senior Activities Center 
offers Fort Lee senior a variety of challenging program.  These 
programs include yoga, tai chi, tap dancing, aerobics and zumba 
gold which was just added and featured on New York 1. 
 
 Seniors can partake in the art classed offered at the Center.  
They also can play bingo and bridge.  The senior s are offered 
various trips during the year which include Yankee Stadium and 
Atlantic City. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
Vinnie Spina         .Ordinance #2012-24          Mr. Cohen 
2186 Linwood Ave.                                 Mr. Cervieri 
                                                  Ms. Thomas 
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 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 
Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, and there 
being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 
objections at 8:40 p.m.  
  
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, June 14, 2012 @7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
                    Kevin Conti, for Borough Attorney (Ordinance  
                     #2012-18) 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 



309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3.  On May 18, 2012, a copy of said change in schedule 
meeting time was posted at 309 Main Street and a copy of said 
schedule change was also mailed to all persons listed in #2 above. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that during a week you can experience 
some of the best things life has to offer and in the same week you 
can experience some of the worse things that life has to offer.  
This past weekend there was a horrible accident involving a young 
man and Borough resident who fell to his death on the Palisades 
Cliffs.  On behalf of himself, the governing body and the entire 
community he extended his deepest sympathies to the family of the 
young man.  He let the family know if there is anything that the 
Borough can do to help get through these trying times, the Borough 
will make itself available in anyway, shape or form. 
 
 He stated that in the same week another young man in Fort Lee 
who has been in the need of a heart transplant, received the phone 
call this past Tuesday night and with the escort the Police 
Department put together immediately, the young man received a new 
heart over a ten hour operation yesterday at Mount Sinai.  He’s 
stable and doing well and as texted the Mayor to let him know that 
he’s doing well.  Again on behalf of himself, the governing body 
and the entire community expressed his best wishes for a speedy 
recovery and to see him up and about and to see him what sixteen 
year old boys are supposed to be doing at this time in the lives. 
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 He added that Tucker Development did receive his site plan 
approval for its mixed used development for the west parcel of 
Redevelopment Area 5 from the Planning Board this past Monday 
night.  He was proud and privileged to serve on the Planning Board 
for this matter and the Planning Board members spent in an 
ordinate amount of time vetting the application after studying 
volumes and volumes of reports.  The challenge for the Board was 
to catch up and grasp what the governing body had been dealing 
with for the past three years.  Both applicants have now received 
Planning Board approval. 
 
  

PROCLAMATION 
 

PR-1 – Frances Gordan – 100th Birthday 
 
 WHEREAS, Frances Gordan is being honored for her 100th 
Birthday on  
June 15, 2012 at Parker at Stonegate in Highland Park, New Jersey; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, Frances was born on June 26, 1912; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Frances was a founding member of the Jewish 
Community Center of Fort Lee, and the New Synagogue of Fort Lee; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the value of a person’s life may be measured by 



their commitment to family, friends and community, and in Frances’ 
case, her contributions are immeasurable to Hadassah and the Fort 
Lee Chapter of Deborah Hospital in the capacity of fundraising and 
philanthropy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Frances’ commitment to her faith and community is 
admirable and her willingness to tirelessly serve neighbors and 
her community, and most important to Frances is being a devoted 
mother, mother-in-law, grandmother and great grandmother is 
commendable; and;  
 
 WHEREAS, Frances is a self-sufficient senior, who is up-to-
the-minute on current events and enjoys socializing with family 
and friends; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Frances was a dedicated and high standing citizen of 
the Borough of Fort Lee for over 50 years; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee are 
desirous of joining the chorus of those extending birthday 
greetings to her and of those acknowledging this outstanding human 
achievement, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich 
and Councilman Harvey Sohmer and the entire Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, New Jersey, that upon this 
momentous occasion of her Hundredth Birthday on June 26, 2012, 
Frances Gordan is hereby honored for her exemplary and inspiring 
long life and offered sincere best wishes for continued good 
health and happiness and for many, many more wonderful years! 
 
 Mayor Sokolich presented the proclamation to Roberta Sohmer, 
daughter of Frances Gordan, who has served on many boards in the 
Borough and who has also given her time to numerous charitable 
causes over the years. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2012-18 - Granting Municipal Consent to the Renewal of 
a Franchise to Time Warner Entertainment Company, L.P., d/b/a 
Time Warner Cable 
 
 Mayor Sokolich read the following statement: 

 Good evening.  Time Warner Entertainment Company, L.P. d/b/a 
Time Warner Cable has filed a petition with the New Jersey Board 
of Public Utilities pursuant to federal and state law for a 
renewal of its Certificate of Approval to continue to construct, 
operate and maintain its cable television system in the Borough.  
Time Warner’s operations in providing cable television service to 
the Borough and other municipalities in Bergen County are subject 
to the jurisdiction of the BPU pursuant to the New Jersey Cable 
Television Act. 

 The history of the cable television franchise in the Borough 
is described in the proposed ordinance.  Most pertinent to this 
franchise renewal application, the Borough adopted Ordinance No. 
88-44 on October 13, 1988, renewing Vision Cable’s municipal 
consent to continue to own, operate and maintain the cable 
television system in the Borough for a term of fifteen years from  
October 9, 1989, including an entitlement to an automatic renewal 
for an additional ten years.  In 1995, the BPU approved a transfer 
of the system from Vision Cable to Time Warner Entertainment-
Advance/Newhouse Partnership, and then in 2001 a transfer to Time 
Warner. 
 



 The Borough and Time Warner has discussed and agreed as part 
of the franchise renewal process that Time Warner will pay to the 
Borough an aggregate amount of $75,000, payable over the ten-year 
franchise term in ten annual payments of $7,500.  The first such 
payment shall be due within thirty days of the date of issuance by 
the BPU of a Renewal Certificate of Approval in this matter and 
the remaining nine payments shall be due on or about the 
successive nine anniversaries thereof.  These payments are to be 
utilized by the Borough to purchase and maintain equipment for use 
by students of the Fort Lee School System as part of a multi-media 
studio to promote students’ audio/video skills through the 
production of public, educational, and governmental access 
programming. 

 The purpose of tonight’s public hearing, which has been duly 
advertised by the Borough through newspaper notice on two 
occasions as required by the Cable Television Act, is to permit 
the citizens of Fort Lee an opportunity to present comments on the 
cable television services provided by Time Warner as part of the 
record for consideration by the Borough with respect to Time 
Warner’s application for a renewal of its franchise.  At the 
conclusion of this public hearing, the Borough will introduce an 
ordinance on the franchise renewal application.  After 
deliberation by the Mayor and Council on the application, the 
Borough will consider the adoption of the ordinance at its public 
meeting on July 19, 2012. 

 With regard to its consideration of the franchise renewal, 
pursuant to federal and state law, the Borough may only withhold 
its consent based upon findings that either:  

1) Time Warner failed to substantially comply with the material 
terms of the existing franchise and applicable law; or 

2) the quality of Time Warner’s service, including signal 
quality, response to consumer complaints, and billing practices, 
but without regard to the mix, quality, or level of cable services  
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or other services provided over the system, has not been 
reasonable in light of community needs; or 

3) Time Warner does not have the financial, legal and technical 
ability to provide the services, facilities and equipment; or 

4) Time Warner’s services will reasonably meet the future cable-
related needs and interests of the Borough, taking into account 
the cost of meeting those needs and interests. 

 I must advise those members of the public wishing to provide 
comments on the franchise renewal that, pursuant to federal and 
state law, a discussion of rates for cable television services and 
programming content are not proper subjects for a renewal hearing 
as those subjects are not permitted to be considered by the 
Borough as part of its determination as to whether to renew Time 
Warner’s franchise. 

 To begin tonight’s hearing, Time Warner will make a brief 
presentation in support of its application.  Following that 
presentation, members of the Council and the public will be 
permitted to ask questions and provide comments on Time Warner’s 
operations and application for renewal of its franchise. 

 At this time, I would like to introduce Marion Boykin, 
Director of Governmental Affairs at Time Warner, to make a 
presentation on behalf of the company.     

 

 Mr. Boykin stated that Time Warner Cable has approximately 
43,000 subscribers in the Bergen system.  In 2001 Time Warner 
Cable had a nationwide system upgrade allowed for the 



technological and digital advances that are current and offered to 
all of its subscribers such as video on-demand and video digital 
recorders and hi-speed online access along with hi-definition 
television programming.  Time Warner is the second largest mobile 
system operator in the United States.  He’s pleases to be able to 
provide their services to the Borough of Fort Lee and looks 
forward to a continued relationship with the Borough.  

 Mayor Sokolich reviewed the documents in detail and is 
grateful to the governing body for getting the annual payment 
increased to the Borough. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, he opened the meeting for any public comment.  
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, mentioned that her group 
(The United Homeowners) has to use old equipment when they are 
taping their meetings.  She would like to see the digital 
equipment updated. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the public portion of the meeting with regard to this item 
was closed. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2012-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE  
GRANTING MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO THE RENEWAL OF A FRANCHISE TO TIME 
WARNER ENTERTAINMENT COMPANY, L.P., d/b/a TIME WARNER CABLE TO 
CONTINUE TO CONSTRUCT, OWN, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A CABLE 
TELEVISION SYSTEM IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 19, 
2012. 
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 It was requested that Mr. Boykin and Dennis Linkin, Counsel 
for Time Warner Cable, attend the public hearing for the Time 
Warner Cable Franchise Ordinance #2012-18 on July 19, 2012. 
 
 Mr. Conti left the podium at this point in the meeting and 
Mr. Cohen handled the Borough Attorney duties from this point 
forward. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 22, 2011 
Special Meeting were approved with Councilman Cervieri abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 3, 2012 Executive 
Session were approved. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 17, 2012 
Executive Session were approved with Councilman Sargenti 
abstaining. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 7, 2012 
Executive Session were approved with Councilman Cervieri 
abstaining. 
 

INTRODCTION OF ORDINANCES CONTINUED 



 
Ordinance #2012-19 - Bond Ordinance for Roadway Improvements to 
Brinkerhoff Avenue – Appropriating $180,500.00 and Authorizing   
the Issuance of $34,000.00 in Bonds or Notes  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2012-19 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO BRINKERHOFF AVENUE (SECTION 2) IN 
AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $180,500 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE $34,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF 
THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
July 19, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance. #2012-20 - Amending Chapter 388, Article V, Section 56,  
Schedule XII Penalties for Violation of Taxi Stands   
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-20 entitled, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, SECTION 56, 
SCHEDULE XII TAXI STANDS, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE” 
was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 19, 
2012. 
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Ordinance #2012-21 - Appropriating $2,693,000.00 for Various 
Capital Improvements and Authorizing the Issuance of $2,558,350.00 
Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2012-21 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT  
LEE IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY APPROPRIATING THE 
AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $2,693,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $2,558,350 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE 
PART OF THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
July 19, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
  

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance #2012-17 – Amending Chapter 406, Wreckers and Towing 
Service – Accessory Uses and Fees for Towing of Automobiles 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council and 
carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2012-17 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 406 WRECKERS AND TOWING 
SERVICE, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE.” 



 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich explained the reasons why the ordinance was 
amended. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-16. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $10,944,994.89 
Capital                                          217,718.29 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
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Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,175.78 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                      3,262,367.49 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           3,790.24 
Redemption Account                               148,177.97 
School Resource Account                              760.00 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   32,403.11 
Police Justice                                     3,620.00      
Flexible Spending                                  2,467.18 
 
Total:                                       $14,618,474.95 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for Jack P. Sicardi for 
Fire Company #1 and Auxiliary Application for Alexander Acosta for 
Fire Company #3 
 
 The firefighter application for Jack P. Sicardi for Fire 
Company #1 was approved and auxiliary application for Alexander 
Acosta for Fire Company #3 was approved. 



 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing the Hiring of Part-Time Spring Seasonal  
Employees for the Recreation Department and Community Center – 
Termination Date August 31, 2012 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Community Center and the Mayor 
and Council have determined that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation and Community Center; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 
date of June 20, 2012 with a termination date of August 31, 2012. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Cancellation of Capital Ordinance #2012-7  
Originally Adopted on April 19, 2012  
 
 WHEREAS, Capital Ordinance 2012-7, was adopted on April 19, 
2012 and is no longer needed; and   
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel this ordinance 
and reduce the outstanding debt, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Capital Ordinance 2012-7 be and is 
hereby canceled. 
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CA-5 - Authorizing the Tax Collector to Prepare and Mail Out 
Estimated Tax Bills for the Third Quarter 
 

   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TAX      
        COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN                
        ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994 C. 72 

 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee had a public hearing 
regarding its scheduled budget adoption on April 19, 2012 and the 
Bergen County Board of Taxation maybe unable to certify Fort Lee’s 
tax rate at this time and the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector 
may be unable to mail the Borough’s 2012 tax bills on a timely 
basis; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector/Fort Lee Chief 
Financial Officer has computed an estimated tax levy in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and he has signed a certification showing 
the tax levies for the previous year, the tax rates and the range 
of permitted estimated tax levies, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 
on this the 14th day of June, 2012 as follows: 
 
     1.  The Fort Lee Tax Collector is hereby authorized and 
directed to prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough 
of Fort Lee for the Third Installment of 2012 taxes.  The Tax 
Collector shall take such actions as are permitted and required by 
P.L. 1994, c. 72 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3) 
  
     2.  The entire estimated tax levy for 2012 is hereby set at 
$124,751,997.00. 



 
     3.  In accordance with the law the Third Installment of 2012  
taxes shall not be subject to interest until the later of August  
10th or the twenty-fifth day after the date the estimated tax 
bills were mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice 
specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue. 
 
 
CA-6 - Approving Change Order #1 for Sutphen Corporation, Amilin, 
Ohio, for an Upgraded Motor for the Fire Truck Foam Pumper - 
$13,000.00 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 
 
PROJECT:                   Fire Truck Foam Pumper 
 
CONTRACTOR:                Sutphen Corporation 
                           7000 Columbus-Marysville Road 
                           Amilin, Ohio 43002-0148 
 
 
ORIGINAL RESOLUTION DATE:  February 11, 2010 (CA-11) 
  
ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:    $815,490.52  
 
COST OF CHANGE ORDER #1:   $ 13,000.00 
 
NEW CONTRACT SUM:        $828,490.52 
 
NATURE OF CHANGES:         To Upgrade the Cummins Diesel ISM 500 
                            H.P. Motor to a Series 60 Detroit 
                            Diesel 515 H.P. Motor 
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                           The Motor was Not Available at the Time 
                            of the Bid                  
 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT #          04-2150-55-1004-021         
 
 
CA-7 - Awarding Bid to Rapid Pump & Meter Service Co., Paterson, 
New Jersey for a Pump for the Palisade Terrace Pump Station – 
$39,480.00  
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
   OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF  
   A PUMP FOR THE PALISADE TERRACE PUMP STATION 
 
 WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(“USEPA”) has made funds available to the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) through a grant for equipment and improvements to the 
Borough’s pump stations and combined sewer operations; 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough have determined 
that it is necessary to procure a pump for use at the Palisade 
Terrace Pump Station for its efficient operation and the provision 
of sewerage services to the citizens of the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision of a pump for the Palisade 
Terrace Pump Station; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 30, 2012, a single bid was received from the 
following company in response to the Borough’s bid specifications 
and public solicitation: 
 



 Rapid Pump and Meter Service Co. 
 Paterson, New Jersey    $39,480.00 
 
; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by the sole bidder, Rapid Pump and Meter Service Co. (“Rapid”), is 
in compliance with the requirements of the bid specifications and 
that Rapid constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder 
for the provision of a pump for the Palisade Terrace Pump Station; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has 
determined that sufficient funds are available through the grant 
from USEPA to award a contract for the provision of a pump for the 
Palisade Terrace Pump Station; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for the continued efficient operations of 
the Palisade Terrace Pump Station in providing vital municipal 
services and the citizens of the Borough,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Rapid Pump and Meter Service Co., 285 
Straight Street, Paterson, New Jersey 07509, is hereby determined 
to be the lowest responsible and complying bidder and is awarded 
the contract for the provision of a pump for the Palisade Terrace 
Pump Station in the amount of $39,480.00 in accordance with the 
applicable bid documents and specifications; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Rapid for the provision of a  
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pump for the Palisade Terrace Pump Station;  and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision of a pump for 
the Palisade Terrace Pump Station; and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately.  
 
  
CA-8 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering South Hackensack, 
New Jersey, Construction Inspection Services for Roadway 
Improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue – $20,000.00 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
     PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been 
approved to receive a Municipal Aid Grant from the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation for the construction of improvements 
to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to duly adopted 
resolution, the Borough awarded a contract to Boswell McClave 
Engineering (“Boswell”) to prepare construction plans and 
specifications for the performance of improvements to Brinkerhoff 
Avenue in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to perform construction 



engineering and inspection services with regard to the planned 
improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell to perform such professional engineer services in 
accordance with its proposal, dated May 31, 2012, attached hereto; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the performance of  construction engineering 
and inspection services with regard to the planned improvements to 
Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 
to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional engineering services related to the provision of 
construction engineering and inspection services with regard to 
the planned improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough is 
in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 
this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to the provision of 
construction engineering and inspection services with regard to 
the planned improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough, in 
accordance with its proposal, dated May 31, 2012, attached hereto 
and made a part hereof, in an amount not to exceed $20,000,00 on a 
time and materials basis. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 



within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-9 - Awarding Bid to Reggio Construction Inc. Fort Lee, New  
Jersey for Roadway Improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue – 
$155,572.46  
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
   THE PERFORMANCE OF IMPROVEMENTS TO BRINKERHOFF AVENUE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been 
approved to receive a Municipal Aid Grant from the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation for the construction of improvements  
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to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed contractor to perform construction services 
as to improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision of improvements to Brinkerhoff 
Avenue in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 30, 2012, bids were received in response to 
the Borough’s public solicitation from the following bidders:  
 
  Reggio Construction, Inc.  $155,572.46 
 
  English Paving Company, Inc.  $156,627.71 
 
  AJM Contractors, Inc.   $158,298.00  
 
  4 Clean-Up, Inc.     $161,795.00 
     
  Smith-Sondy Asphalt Constr. Co. $170,310.65  
 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Reggio Construction, Inc. is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Reggio 
Construction, Inc. constitutes the lowest responsible and 
complying bidder for the provision of improvements to Brinkerhoff 
Avenue in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the provision of improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue 
in the Borough; and 



 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Reggio Construction, Inc., 1575 West 
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, 07024, is the lowest responsible and 
complying bidder and is awarded the contract for the provision of 
improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough in the amount of 
$155,572.46, in accordance with the applicable bid documents and 
specifications; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Reggio Construction, Inc. 
for the provision of improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the 
Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision of 
improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough; and   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the remaining 
bidders be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
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CA-10 - Authorizing Payment to Allstate Power Vac, Rahway, New  
Jersey, for Repairs to Various Sewer Lines that Lead Into the 
Borough of Leonia – Fee Not to Exceed $52,600.00 
 
 WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists in various sanitary 
sewer lines  
            

WHEREAS, new lining needs to be put in the sanitary sewer 
lines going into various lines that go into Leonia, 

 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
Department of Public Works, and the Superintendent of Sewers 
Allstate PowerVac will perform the work, 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes payment to Allstate Power Vac, 
928 E. Hazelwood Avenue, Rahway, NJ 07065 in an amount not to 
exceed $52,600.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of 
the Borough Clerk and funds are available under the capital 
account #04-2150-55-1114-091. 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Purchase of Various Computer Equipment From   
Hewlett-Packard, Omaha, Nebraska – State Contract #70262 for an 
Upgrade to the Police Department’s Traffic Camera Network - 
$35,065.02 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Police Department is 
desirous of purchasing various computer equipment to upgrade the 
current traffic control network; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the computer equipment is available from Hewlett-
Packard via New Jersey State Contract #70262; 
 



 WHEREAS, the total cost of this expenditure and one other 
expenditure from Hewlett-Packard related to the computer equipment 
is over the bid threshold amount of $36,000.00 and must be 
authorized by resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the purchase of various 
computer equipment (Available if the Office of the Borough Clerk) 
from Hewlett-Packard, Public Sector Sales, 10810 Farnam Drive, 
Omaha, Nebraska in the amount of $35,065.02 for this purchase and 
in the amount of $12,109.66 for a previous purchase of a HP DL380 
Server 18TB Archiver with 5 Year Support; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through the 
Police Department’s Capital Funds Account. 
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CA-12 - Authorizing Purchase of a F350 Pickup Truck for the Police  
Department Traffic Division From Winner Ford of Cherry Hill 
Through State Contract #A78843 - $36,946.00 
 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 
a special pickup truck to be used to transport various equipment 
for the Traffic Bureau; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vehicle is available through Winner Ford of 
Cherry Hill, via New Jersey State Contract #A78843; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicle is over the bid threshold 
amount of $36,000.00 and the expenditure must be authorized by  
resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to 
purchase a 2012 Ford FL-350 Pickup truck by purchase order from 
Winner Ford of Cherry Hill, 250 Haddonfield - Berlin Road, Cherry 
Hill, New Jersey, 08034 in the amount of $36,946.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase.  
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Settlement of Litigation in the Matter of the 
Borough of Leonia vs. Borough of Fort Lee 



 
       A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A  
   SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF LEONIA  
       AND THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
  
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the 
attached Settlement Agreement between the Borough of Leonia and 
the Borough of Fort Lee, on terms set forth in the Agreement, and 
at no cost to the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 
CA-14 - Endorsing Support for A-2950/S-2011 for Legislation  
Extending the Commitment to Expend Funds in the Municipal  
Housing Trust  
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
      FORT LEE SUPPORTING LEGISLATION EXTENDING THE COMMITMENT 
      TO EXPEND FUNDS IN THE MUNICIPAL HOUSING TRUST FUND 

 WHEREAS, legislation is presently pending in the New Jersey 
State Senate (Senate Bill No. S-2011) and Assembly (Assembly Bill 
No. 2950) providing for an extension of the commitment by 
municipalities to expend collected development fees and payments-
in-lieu of constructing affordable units held in a municipal trust 
fund, from four years after the date of collection to six years 
after the date of collection, and requires municipalities that  
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fail to expend all of their trust funds to transfer them to their 
county governments for the production and rehabilitation of homes 
in the same county; and   

     WHEREAS, under current law, a municipality that fails to 
commit to expend the balance required in the municipal trust fund 
within four years is required to transfer the remaining unspent 
balance at the end of the four-year period to the “New Jersey 
Housing Trust Fund” to be used in the housing region of the 
transferring municipality for the authorized purposes of that 
fund, 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That the Borough of Fort Lee supports Senate Bill No. S-
2011 and Assembly Bill No. 2950 and urges the members of the New 
Jersey State Senate and Assembly to vote for the passage of these 
bills. 
 
 2. That the Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee is hereby 
directed to file a copy of this Resolution to the New Jersey State 
Senate and Assembly. 
 
 
CA-15 - Approving Various Liquor License Renewals for 2012-2013 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
that plenary retail consumption licenses, plenary retail 
distribution licenses, plenary retail consumption w/broad package 
privilege, and club licenses for the year 2012/2013 be issued to 
each of the applicants listed on the attached pages for premises 
designated opposite their respective names for the distribution or 
sale of alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 
 
 
0219-33-002-003   WEST 99TH ST. CORP.      AIELLO'S HILLTOP  



                                              MOTEL & LOUNGE 
 
0219-33-007-013   POONG LIM LLC   POONG LIM 
 
0219-33-008-010   KIM & YOON INC.    
 
0219-44-009-003   9W WINES & SPIRITS LLC  QUENCH WINES & 
                                              SPIRITS 
0219-33-010-008   SUNBICHON RESTAURANT INC. MASIL HOUSE 
 
0219-44-011-004   B.L.W. WORLD INC.       WINE KING 
LIQUORS 
 
0219-33-012-003    FORT LEE BCD INC.   BCD TOFU 
HOUSE 
   
  
0219-33-013-014   YK II INC.                 RAKU IZAKAYA 
 
0219-44-014-004   BELLA ASHTON INC.          BANNER LIQUOR III 
  
0219-44-015-005   PHI ENTERPRISES LLC    
 
0219-33-016-005   CHRISOVALANTIS INC.  RED OAK DINER 
 
0219-33-019-007   ZENEX ENTERPRISE, INC.       
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0219-33-020-004   NEW GARDEN WEST CORP.       SILVER POND SEAFOOD 
                                               RESTAURANT 
0219-33-022-005   BADEN FORT LEE, INC. 
 
 
0219-44-023-004   GREAT ATLANTIC & PACIFIC A&P WINES AND 
      TEA CO.                     SPIRITS 
                  (Debtor in Possession) 
  
0219-33-024-003   STUNI INC.        HIRAM'S ROADSTAND 
 
0219-33-026-003   PIZZA CHEF, INC.   ARMANDO'S 
 
0219-32-027-007   FRANCO B. INC.       FRANCOS METRO 
          RESTAURANT 
 
0219-33-028-008   FNF INC.        TOTWAH 
 
0219-33-030-005   GAM NA MOO, INC.        PHO 32 & SHA BU 
 
0219-44-031-009   LINWOOD WINES & LIQUORS INC. 
 
0219-33-033-010   NAMPO LLC.    
     
0219-33-034-004   SLUMBER INC.        HOLIDAY INN - 
GWB 
 
0219-44-035-006   KIRITKUMA RANA   
(Two Year Special Ruling Received from the State of NJ, ABC on 
 May 20, 2011 for 2011-2012 and 2012-2013)   
 
                                      
0219-33-036-010   RISTORANTE IL LIMONCELLO  
                   LLC 
 
0219-33-037-003   177 NORTH MARGINAL   SIGGY'S  



      ROAD INC. 
 
0219-44-038-004   K&S DRUG & SURGICAL INC. JUNCTION DRUGS 
 
 
0219-33-041-011   JOE & MAX INC.   SO KYO SEAFOOD 
 
0219-33-043-006   MEMRIES INC.         IN NAPOLI 
 
0219-33-046-009   HAE H. KIM         
 
0219-33-048-017   MUSSO CAFE INC. 
 
0219-33-049-003   GAM ME OK, INC.    
 
0219-33-050-005   QUEENS RECIPE, INC.         MAHARANI INDIAN 
                                              CUISINE 
 
0219-44-051-006   BK FORT LEE INC.           GOOD NATURE FORT LEE 
                                              MARKET – HMART FRESH 
 
 
0219-31-057-001   HOOK & LADDER CO. #3 INC. HOOK & LADDER CO. #3 
 
0219-44-060-014   THE HUDSON WINE MARKET, INC.   
 
0219-36-062-004   FORT LEE HOTEL    DOUBLE TREE FORT LEE 
       MANAGEMENT INC. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 
is authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-16 - Authorizing Renewal of Liquor License for Fort Lee Four 
LLC at 2143 Route 4 East for 2012-2013 With Special Conditions 
Imposed 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL 
CONSUMPTION LICENSE 0219-33-006-011, JABADOU INC., t/a 
SOHO, 2027 LEMOINE AVENUE, FOR THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES, FOR THE LICENSING YEAR JULY 1, 2012 – JUNE 
30, 2013. 

 
WHEREAS, Jabadou, Inc. t/a Soho, (“Soho”) is the owner and 

was the holder of a plenary retail consumption liquor license for 
property known as the Soho Night Club; and  
 

WHEREAS, Soho had applied to the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Fort Lee”) for the reissuance of the liquor 
license for the subject property; and  

 
WHEREAS, Soho has taken appropriate measures to significantly 

improve their operations and to minimize the negative impacts that 
were previously prevalent; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney (“Attorney”) and the Fort Lee 

Police Department (“FLPD”) have reviewed the current operating  
conditions of Soho and have submitted proposed operating 
conditions for the premises which would have the effect of  
significantly improving the use and operation of the Night Club, 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that plenary retail consumption license 



0219-33-006-011, Jabadou Inc., t/a Soho, 2027 Lemoine Avenue, for 
the licensing year July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013 be renewed for the 
sale of alcoholic beverages with the following Special Conditions 
imposed on the license: 

 
1.   (Licensed) “Premises” as referenced herein is deemed to 
include the building(s) of the operation, adjacent and accessory 
premises including, but not limited to the parking area(s), 
adjacent streets, sidewalks, pedestrian walking areas and the 
like. 
 
2.   No person(s) under the age of 21 (including employees) are 
permitted on Premises when alcohol is being distributed.  “Teen” 
nights or “Special Events” allowing persons under age 21 access to 
the establishment shall not be permitted. 
 
3.   Security personnel must be clearly identifiable and display 
their full name and photographic identification on their outer 
most garments. The word “SECURITY” in large 8” print must be 
prominently displayed on the back of the outermost garment of each 
security guard. Furthermore, each security guard must also have 
the word “SECURITY” in large 3” print prominently displayed on the 
front of the outermost garment of each security guard. Licensee is 
required to make available to the Fort Lee Police Department, upon 
request, a list and contact information of and for personnel 
employed by Licensee for the Premises. 
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4.   A minimum of (7) seven dedicated security personnel shall be 
employed and on duty during hours of operation and an additional 
(3) three per 100 patrons after the 1st 100. Security is to remain 
on duty until all patrons have safely left the Premises. Personnel 
shall include both male and female security. Security shall keep 
and record an accurate and continuous real time count of the 
number of persons present in the facility and shall accurately and 
immediately report that number upon any inquiry of a Fort Lee 
Police Officer or other Public Health or Safety Official. Licensee 
must designate, with prior written notice to the Fort Lee Police 
Department on each day of operation, one person in charge of all 
operations during all operating hours and until all patrons have 
left the Premises.  That responsible person shall remain on site 
and shall insure occupancy load compliance and all safety and 
security issues.  
 
5.   Licensee must immediately contact and report to the Fort Lee 
Police Department, with details, any and all action taken by 
security which involves the use of physical force to restrain 
and/or remove any patron, visitor, or employee.  All personnel 
working for or with Licensee, shall be required to immediately 
report to Licensee and the Borough, all criminal activity in, on 
or about the Premises. 
 
6.   Licensee shall not conduct promotional events on the Premises 
including but not limited to: discount offerings based on dress, 
social status, race, gender, ethnicity, etc. There shall be no 
promotional or sponsored events in coordination with media 
outlets, private disc jockeys, sports or entertainment related 
events, without (7) seven days prior written approval from the 
Fort Lee Police Department.   
 
7.   The Licensee’s Premises, including but not limited to its 
building(s) parking areas, pedestrian walkways, and adjacent 
street and sidewalks all shall be secured and patrolled by 
Licensee’s security personnel to assist in the orderly exiting of 
patrons. 



 
8.   Licensee shall provide such security and safety controls as 
requested by the Fort Lee Police Department (FLPD). In the event 
the Licensee fails to provide such control, the Borough shall have 
the right to prohibit operation. 
 
9.   Patrons and employees shall be immediately barred from the 
Premises if they are wearing gang related clothing jewelry or 
other accessories or are gesturing in a fashion commonly 
associated with gang related activity. 
 
10.  Management shall assign security personnel to all restrooms 
to monitor for any unsafe conditions.   
 
11.  Licensee shall provide exterior cleaning to the Premises 
every Saturday and Sunday morning prior to 9:00 a.m. 
 
12.  Licensee shall, on the first day or each month or on the 
first day of operation thereafter, provide monthly updates, in 
writing, to the Fort Lee Police Department, of employee turnover 
including photographs and contact information of all current and 
new employees. 
 
13.  Licensee shall, prior to operations commencing and at all 
times thereafter, improve and maintain its video camera system to 
include (fully operable) digital quality surveillance of the 
interior and the exterior area of the front, rear and sides of the 
Premises’ building(s), car parking areas and adjacent pedestrian 
walkways, to the satisfaction of the Fort Lee Police Department.   
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Real time and password computer access to all audio/visual systems 
shall be provided to the Fort Lee Police Department and 90 day 
retention of video images, shall be provided, prior to commencing 
operations. 
 
14.  Licensee shall provide such additional security or other 
health and safety controls as may be, from time to time, requested 
by the Fort Lee Police Department.   
 
15   No admittance into the establishment aft 1:45 a.m.  Last call 
2:40 a.m.  All patrons off premises by 3:00 a.m.  
 
16.  Occupancy of the Premises shall not exceed five hundred-fifty 
(550) persons at any given time.  With the exception of up to 
eight (8) articulated events agreed upon annually under separate 
amendment, on which occasions, occupancy of 650 persons will be 
permitted. 
 
17.  No valet parking is to be provided/offered. 
  
18.  Failure to comply with any portion of the above stated terms 
and conditions shall subject Licensee to liability for any 
reasonable cost of enforcement or abatement incurred as a result 
of such non-compliance, including but not limited to, cost of 
additional police or other emergency service personnel, and may 
subject Licensee to the revocation of its liquor license 
 
 Dave Rowan, 2329 Hudson Terrace, questioned CA-12.  Ms. 
Thomas and Mayor Sokolich responded to Mr. Rowan. 
 
 Diane Sicheri, 1525 12th Street, had questions pertaining to 
CA-4, CA-8 and CA-13.  Mr. Grant responded to CA-4 and Mayor 
Sokolich spoke to CA-8 and CA-13. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that she’s against 
CA-5, but blames the State rather than local officials for the 
continuation of needing estimate tax bills sent to residents. 
 



 Ms. Thomas responded to her statement. 
  
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-16) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-1 – Amending Capital Budget  
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2012 was 
adopted on the 19th day of April, 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said adopted capital budget 
section, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, that the following 
amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of the 2012 
Budget be made: 
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FROM CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2012) 
    
         Capital     Grants in            To Be 
                   Estimated      Improvement     Aid and          Debt          Funded In 
Project #2012-1     Total Cost       Fund         Other Funds     Authorized     Future Years 
  
 
Various Improvements  6,000,000      50,000                         950,000       5,000,000 
 
Total All Projects   15,955,000      50,000                      10,905,000       5,000,000       
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENT 

 
                       Funding Amounts Per Year       
 
Project #2012-1   Estimated Total   Budget  Budget    Budget     Budget   Budget    Budget 
                    Cost                Year    Year      Year       Year     Year      Year 
                                        2012    2013      2014       2015     2016      2017 
 
Various Improvements 6,000,000        1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 
  
 
Total All Projects  15,955,000       10,955,000 1,000,000  1000,000 1,000,000 1000,000  1,000,000  
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

                                                  
       Estimated     Capital  Grants in Aid  Bonds and Notes 
Project           Total Cost    Improvement    and Other        General     
                                     Fund            Funds 
 
2012-1                 6,000,000     300,000                       5,700,000 
 
Total All Projects    15,955,000     300,000                      15,655,000 
 
 

TO CAPITAL BUDGET (CURRENT YEAR ACTION 2012) 
 
      Capital Grants in                 To Be 
       Project     Estimated    Improvement   Aid and      Debt          Funded In 
Project       Number      Total Cost     Fund      Other Funds  Authorized     Future Years 
 
Various Imp.  2012-1     7,693,000     134,650                    2,558,350     5,000,000 
Brinkerhoff   2012-3       180,500                   146,500         34,000 
 Ave. Improvements 
 
Total All Projects      17,828,000     134,650       146,500     12,547,350     5,000,000 
          



 
6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 

ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 
 
                          Funding Amounts Per Year 
Project    Project    Estimated  Estimated   Budget   Budget  Budget Budget Budget Budget 
              #       Total Cost Completion   Year     Year    Year   Year   Year   Year 
                                  Time        2012     2013    2014   2015   2016   2017 
 
Various Impr 2012-1    7,693,000   2012    2,693,000  1.000,000 each year 2013-2017 
Brinkerhoff  2012-3      180,500             180,500 
 Ave. Improvements             
                                                             
Total All Projects    17,828,000           12,828,500 1,000,000 Each Year for 2013-2017 
 
 
 

6 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2012-2017 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS 

 
  Estimated Total Capital  Grants in Aid    Bonds and Notes 
Project        Cost          Improvement     and Other          General 
                               Fund           Funds 
 
2012-1       7,693,000       384,650                           7,308,350 
2012-3         180,500                       146,500              34,000 
 
Total All   17,828,500       384,650         146,500          17,297,350 
Projects 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this 
resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 
Local Government Services. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT 
 
A-1 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Ed Mignone, Assistant Borough 
Engineer, as his representative to the Bergen County Community 
Development Regional Committee. 
 
 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 
 
A-2 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has entered into a three 
year cooperative agreement with the County of Bergen as provided 
under the Interlocal Services Act NJSA 40A:8-1 et seq. and Title I  
of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal  
representative be appointed to the governing body of the community 
to be part of the Community Development Regional Committee for the 
term of one year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2012 
through June 30, 2013, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
appoints Neil Grant its representative to participate on the 
Community Development Regional Committee. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 



 
A-3 – Bergen County Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement 
and Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee has entered into a Cooperative Agreement 
with the County of Bergen as provided under the Interlocal 
Services Act NJSA 40A:8A-1 et seq. to participate in the Bergen 
County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation 
Trust Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal 
representative be appointed by the governing body of the community 
to be part of the Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement and 
Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee for the term of one 
year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2012 through June 30, 
2013, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body 
hereby appoints Ed Mignone, Assistant Borough Engineer, as its 
representative to participate on the Open Space Trust Municipal 
Program Regional Committee. 
 
     The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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 Mayor Sokolich on behalf of himself and the Borough thanked 
James Viola for the close to twenty years he had previously served 
on the Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee. 
  
 Mayor Sokolich also noted that Mr. Viola is recuperating from 
heart surgery and all reports are he’s getting much better day-to- 
day.  On behalf of the governing body he wished him a speedy 
recovery. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the Planning Board in the last 
three months has accomplished a lot by granting approvals to both 
the developers of the east parcel (FLRA) and west parcel (Tucker 
Development) with regard to Redevelopment Area 5.  This is one of 
the many hurtles a developer has to go through before a shovel can 
be put into the ground.  He reminded the public that there are 
still other hurtles that have to be accomplished before the 
project starts.  There is a public interest group (Fair Share 
Housing Center) that has filed a complaint challenging the 
Planning Board’s approval of the east parcel because the Planning 
Board allegedly did not property take into account the COAH 
obligation imposed upon the Borough; even though, nobody knows 
what the obligations are at this point in time.  He believes the 
lawsuit is without merit, but it will still need to be dealt with 
and he’s hopeful that it will be disposed of fairly quickly with a 
favorable outcome for the Borough.  With respect to the west 
parcel there is a substantial amount of retail space that will 
need to be leased out and that Tucker Development needed the 
Planning Board’s approval so that they could sign up retailers for 
the development.  As he said to Mr. Tucker kiddingly after the 
Planning Board hearing this past Monday night, “congratulations, 
you are about a third of the way around the racetrack”.  He’s 
hopeful the projects will still move forward and the Borough has 
done its share to get to this point, but there are other approvals 
that will be needed. 
 



 Mayor Sokolich said he believes the Borough is more than a 
third done, and the Planning Board approval was just one hurtle 
that was completed after many other hurtles were done before the 
Planning Board heard the applications.  He praised the Planning 
Board and its Chairman Herbert Greenberg, for letting the public 
have as much input as it did.  The public was afforded great 
latitude and given every opportunity to speak on the matters 
before the Planning Board.  He was also proud to serve on the 
Planning Board during the hearings with regard to Redevelopment 
Area 5. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – praised the Mayor and Council and the Planning 
Board Members for all of their work to get to this point with the 
developers with regard to Redevelopment Area 5. 
 
 He announced that the Fort Lee Farmer’s Market will open on 
Sunday, June 24th and will run every Sunday through October 28th.  
The market is located in front of the Jack Alter Community Center. 
The operating hours are 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
 He also announced that the Fort Lee Museum will open a new 
exhibit about Universal Studios 2012 Centennial Salute on 
Saturday, July 7th and will run through January 2013.  It will 
feature archival photos of Universal’s first two studios which 
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were both in Fort Lee. 
 
 He further announced that The Fort Lee Office of Cultural & 
Heritage Affairs will be begin its 2012 Shakespeare in the Park 
program in Monument Park with performances by The Hudson 
Shakespeare Company of “Othello” commencing on Tuesday, June 19th 
and June 26th  at 7:30 p.m.  Also a “Comedy of Errors” will be 
performed on July 17th and July 24th.  
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – announced that the Fort Lee Film 
Commission’s ten week run of its annual “Music and Movies Under 
the Stars” series begins on Saturday, July 7th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
outdoor stage of the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center and 
continues weekly through September 8th.  The music portion of the  
events run from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. followed by the movie.  The 
entire music and movie series can be viewed on the Borough’s 
website.  
 
 He also announced that the Film Commission will be offering a   
film history jitney tour on Sunday, June 24th.  There is no cost 
for the tour and sign up is between 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. in 
the plaza of the community center.  Buses leave at 11:00 a.m. and 
run through 3:00 p.m.  In addition the Film Commission will be 
unveiling two new street signs honoring Universal Studios 100th 
Anniversary in Fort Lee during the tour.  For further information 
call 201-693-2763. 
 
 He added that the Film Commission will also honor the first 
women director in cinema history, Alice Guy Blache, founder of 
Solax Studio in Fort Lee, on Sunday, July 1st.  There will be 
commemorative ceremony recognizing Ms. Blache’s birthday at her 
gravesite beginning at 12:00 noon in Mahwah and a new graveside 
marker will also be unveiled.  Beginning at 2:00 p.m. at the Fort 
Lee Museum, 1588 Palisade Avenue, there will be a birthday 
barbecue and reception for the closing of the “Reel Jersey Girl” 
exhibit. 
 
 He announced that “Doomesday Diaries” was the winner in the  
Borough’s annual Battle of the Bands competition and that the 



Wendy’s audience choice award went to “Studio 19”. 
 
 He stated that cars must stop when pedestrians are in the 
roadway and they must let the pedestrians get to the sidewalk 
before moving forward. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced that the Borough will be holding 
a paper shredding event for residents only on Friday, September 
14th at the Fort Lee Recreation Center from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Proof of residency is required and there is a limit of four 
shopping bags per household. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – extended his congratulations to Tom Meyers 
and the Cultural and Heritage Affairs Committee, along with the 
Historic Committee and other volunteers who made the street fair 
held in early June such a great success. 
 
 He mentioned that the Borough is still raising money for the 
Thomas Paine statue.  Mr. Meyers can be contacted at his office 
with regard to anyone wanting to make a donation. 
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 He stated that today he and Councilman Sohmer were able to 
attend the Fort Lee Housing Authorities annual picnic barbecue at 
the Harry Holjte house.  He thanked Kay Nest, Fort Lee Housing 
Authority Chairperson, along with the other members of the Housing 
Authority who attended.  He thanked the Housing Authority staff 
and volunteers who work diligently all the time, who make the 
Housing Authority more than a place that houses people. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 
public for discussion. 
 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Doug Sugarman         .Capital Budget Line Item   Mayor Sokolich 
2100 Linwood Ave.       for Ambulance Corps       Ms. Thomas 
                                                  Mr. Goldberg 
 
 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 
Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and there being 
no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 
objections at 8:20 p.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                 Thursday, May 10, 2012 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, 
                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Pohan 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
 Mayor Sokolich stated that since the last public meeting 
there have been two deaths to people who have meant a lot to the 
Borough of Fort Lee.  On behalf of himself and the governing body 
he extended his condolences to the entire Cafasso family on the 



loss of Charles Cafasso, the patriarch of the family.  He was the 
founder and former owner of Fairway Market in Fort Lee.  He was an 
honest hard worker.  He never refused to help any public 
organization or charitable group.  He lived in Fort Lee for over 
sixty years and raised his family in Fort Lee.  He will be sorely 
missed. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that William Colosso also recently 
passed away.  On behalf of himself and the governing body he 
extended his condolences to the Colosso family.  He was the former 
chairman of the Fort Lee Republican Party as well as the former 
chairman of the Fort Lee Board of Adjustment.  He was a very 
community oriented person.  He previously owned Twin Gables on 
Palisades Avenue as well as the Dunk and Dip in the Whiteman 
Plaza.  He tried to help as many people as he could. Both Messrs. 
Colosso and Cafasso had a real impact on the Mayor.  They both led 
their lives in a way that people were enamored with them and he 
was proud to call both of them friends. 
 
 He reminded the public on Monday, May 14th there will be a 
continued Planning Board meeting with regard to the Tucker 
Development piece of Redevelopment Area 5 (west parcel).  The 
proposed mixed use parcel consists of 168,000 square feet of 
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retail space.  He encouraged the public to come out and listen to 
the continued testimony as well as speak during the public portion 
of the Planning Board meeting with regard to Tucker’s Planning 
Board application.  
 
 He stated that on Saturday, August 11th the Borough is going 
to be hosting the USA Ironman Triathlon.  It’s a big event and 
thousands are expected to attend to watch the competitors.  Ross’ 
dock is the hub of the event.  The bicycle portion and running 
portion of the event will be on Hudson Terrace.  Traveling in that 
part of town will definitely be difficult the day of the event.  
He extended his thanks to the Greater Fort Lee Chamber of Commerce 
who convened a meeting a little earlier tonight which the Mayor 
attended and had to leave a little early to attend tonight’s Mayor 
and Council meeting.  The Chamber is seeking volunteers, vendors 
and sponsors for the event to help out some of the best athletes 
in the world.  For further information contact the Chamber can be 
contacted at 201-944-7575. 
 
 He stated that the Borough has been in the news recently with 
regard to a crackdown with regard to protecting pedestrians.  The 
Police Department has implemented an enforcement initiative to 
make sure vehicles are stopping for pedestrians.  He urged drivers 
to yield to pedestrians and to obey the traffic laws.  He added 
that there are decoy police out every day at the Borough’s most 
troubled intersections.  He observed it the other day to make sure 
everyone was being treated fairly and respectfully and he saw 
first hand that they were.  Once somebody is in the pedestrian 
crosswalk a vehicle must come to a complete stop and wait until 
the pedestrian is fully across the street before going forward.  
He asked that pedestrians walk within the Borough’s crosswalks. 
 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

PR-1 - World Falun Dafa Day 
 
 Mr. Grant read the following Proclamaton: 
 

World Falun Dafa Day (May 13, 2012) and  
New Jersey Falun Dafa Month (May, 2012) 

 
 WHEREAS, May 13, 2012 marks the 13th “World Falun Dafa Day” 



and 20th anniversary of the public introduction of Falun Dafa; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the members of the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, New Jersey are pleased to extend warm greetings and 
salutations to Master Li Hongzhi, the esteemed founder of Faun 
Dafa, upon the occasion of World Falun Dafa Day (May 13, 2012) and 
New Jersey Falun Dafa Month (May, 2012) celebration; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Master Li Hongzhi has compiled a distinguished 
record of service to people throughout the world since the 
founding of Falun Dafa, also known as Falun Gong, which is a 
cultivation and practice system offering  
self-refinement of mind and body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, since its introduction to Rutgers University in 
1996, Falun Dafa has touched the lives of numerous residents of 
New Jersey, and free workshops and classes have been welcomed in 
many libraries, community centers, senior centers, universities, 
YMCAs, parks, and health expos; and 
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 WHEREAS, Master Li Hongzhi is especially commended for his 
tireless efforts in helping more than one hundred million people 
worldwide to improve their health, purify their mind, uplift their 
spirits, and deepen their understanding of life, humanity, and the 
universe; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an array of honors and awards bears witness to the 
remarkable accomplishments of Master Li Hongzhi and attests to the 
high regard in which he is held by numerous United States 
officials and representatives of international communities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in serving the citizenry of our global community 
with dedication, Master Li Hongzhi has set a standard of 
excellence in leadership and services toward which others might 
strive and has earned the respect and admiration of the members of 
the Senate of New Jersey.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich 

and the Borough Council of the Borough of Fort Lee hereby honor 
and salute Master Li Hongzhi and pay tribute to his meritorious 
record of service, leadership, and commitment, and urges the 
citizens of New Jersey to participate appropriately in World Falun 
Dafa Day and New Jersey Falun Dafa Month. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich gave the proclamation to Kenneth Kim. 
 
  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 5, 2012 
Executive Session were approved with Councilman Goldberg 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 19, 2012 
Executive Session were approved. 

 
   

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 
 
Ordinance #2012-17 - Amending Chapter 406, Wreckers and Towing 
Service – Accessory Uses and Fees for Towing of Automobiles 



 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2012-17 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 406 WRECKERS AND TOWING SERVICE, OF THE REVISED 
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June 14, 
2012. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2012-9 – Amending Chapter 216, Section 72, Fire 
Prevention Additional Registration Fees 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 216 FIRE 
PREVENTION, ARTICLE X ADOPTION OF UNIFORM FIRE SAFETY ACT, SECTION  
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72 ADDITIONAL REGISTRATION FEES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked how much are the fees 
being increased. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri replied that these are annual inspection fees.  
Before being introduced Steve Curry, Fire Sub-Code Official, had 
done a survey with what the State was charging as well as what 
municipalities similar to the Borough were charging.  The new fees 
will be no higher than what the Borough’s peer towns are charging.  
The last time these fees were raised was around fifteen years ago. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the fees only relate to commercial 
properties. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri added that the goal was not only to increase 
revenue but to offset the cost of the additional part-time fire 
inspectors currently working in the Fire Prevention Bureau. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2012-10 – Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  
Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 422 Jane Street 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-10 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, ENTITLED "HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldbrg, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 



 
Ordinance #2012-11 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I,  
Amending No Parking Zones on Jane Street North and South Sides 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-11 entitled “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 
388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, ENTITLED "NO PARKING.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
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Ordinance #2012-12 - Authorizing the Acquisition by Negotiated 
Purchase Or Eminent Domain for Property at 179 Main Street, 
(Cosmos) Block, 4851, Lot 4 for the Purpose of Establishing a New 
Public Street 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION BY NEGOTIATED 
PURCHASE OR EMINENT DOMAIN OF PROPERTY LOCATED AS BLOCK 4851, LOT 
4, ALSO KNOWN AS 179 MAIN STREET, FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING A NEW PUBLIC STREET.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-13 - Providing for the Conveyance to the 
Redeveloper of Property Designated as Block 4851, Lots 2 and 3 in 
Redevelopment Area 5 in Accordance With the Redevelopment Law 
Subject to a Public Roadway Easement Dedicated to Bergen County 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 

On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-13 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE CONVEYANCE 
TO REDEVELOPER OF PROPERTY DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 4851, LOTS 2 AND 3 
IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REDEVELOPMENT LAW 
SUBJECT TO PUBLIC ROADWAY EASEMENT DEDICATED TO COUNTY OF BERGEN 
was opened.” 
 



     Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that she has 
addressed these blocks and lot on a number of occasions.  She said 
that the Borough does own the property in question and that she 
has been previously given contrary information.  She believes the 
property is quite valuable based on the tax assessment. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that these properties were part of a 
global taking initiative many, many years ago to widen Main Street 
which serves the public use.  These are the portions of those 
properties which are referenced as the larger parcel but in fact 
are conveyed back to squaring off the development.  This is the 
administrative exercise to catch up what the Borough is required 
to do.  It was a quid-pro-quo from the previous redeveloper who 
paid $6,000,000.00 to $7,000,000.00 that was contributed to the 
road re-alignment and widening and in exchange the developer was 
conveyed some small left over parcels.  He added that he has told 
Ms. Levinson this information on numerous occasions and that she 
is not accepting of the answer. 
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 Ms. Levinson said that she believes the Mayor’s explanation 
is new to the public. 
 
 Al Norton, 1512 Palisade Avenue, spoke to lots 2 and 3 which 
are roughly .26 acres on Main Street which he mentioned are being 
given back to the redevelopers. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied the lots are not being given just the 
remnant properties which are identified as lot numbers. 
 
 Mr. Norton spoke to the Cosmos Realty property which is .13 
acre. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied that the Cosmos property is being 
purchased, but not by the Borough.   
 
 Mr. Norton asked if the .26 acres is deemed worthless, is 
there a way to construe the value of the property on Main Street 
based on what Tucker Development is going to pay for the Cosmos 
property. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that it’s like comparing apples and 
oranges in that Cosmos is an on-going business concern where the 
owners invested quite a bit of money in their building.  Also the 
redeveloper has cited to build a public road.  There are 
relocation and other expenses that come with the purchase of the  
Cosmos property. 
 
 Mr. Norton stated that he understood the Mayor’s statement, 
but he doesn’t believe that the .26 acres of property on Main 
Street is worthless. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that there were monies paid by the 
previous redeveloper for the purpose of road re-alignment. 
 
 Vinnie Spina, 2186 Linwood Avenue, asked if this property was 
paid for by the prior developer why is that not part of his 
bankruptcy estate. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied that he paid for it, but the Borough took 
title of the property. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that it was not subject to bankruptcy 
because it was already bought.  It wasn’t deemed to be for example 
a fraudulent conveyance where bankruptcy court would go back and 
undo that contract. 
 



 Mr. Cohen added that there was never a bankruptcy. 
 
 Ms. Spina stated that she’s not saying it was a fraudulent 
conveyance.  She heard someone mention bankruptcy and therefore if 
that is not the case she misunderstood what she heard. 
 
 Mr. Cohen said that the developer paid the money to the 
Borough with the promise to widen the road by contract many years 
ago, the developer would receive the remnants of the property to 
square off the corner. 
 
 Ms. Spina asked if there was documentation to that effect and 
why did that deal survive one developer walking away and another 
developer taking over the project.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich explained that the successor redeveloper 
purchases those rights.  It’s a deed and obligation that runs with 
the land. 
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 Mr. Cohen added that the original deal was in the original 
redevelopment agreements. 
 
 Ms. Spina asked then if the successor developer was able to 
acquire those rights. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied that the successor developer acquired a 
whole bundle of rights. 

 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 

On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilwoman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was amended as follows: 
  
 Mr. Cohen deemed the following amendment to be minor by 
nature. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that it would fulfill a public purpose, including the 
redevelopment of Area 5, to convey Block 4851, Lots 2 and 3 subject 
to the Roadway Easement to FLRA in accordance with and subject to 
the terms of the Redeveloper Agreement, to be changed to the 
following: 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has 

determined that it would fulfill a public purpose, including the 
redevelopment of Area 5, to convey Block 4851, Lots 2 and 3 subject 
to the Roadway Easement to the County of Bergen in accordance with 
and subject to the terms of the Redeveloper Agreement,   

 
 The minor amendment was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, Sargenti 
      
     ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Ordinance was adopted as amended on the following 
roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 



 
Ordinance #2012-14 – Vacating Paper Roads A,B and C Unimproved 
Roads Located in Redevelopment Area 5 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-14 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE VACATING PAPER ROADS A,B AND 
C LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, said that one of these 
streets is Hudson Street.  She’s confused as to what is being done 
with regard to this ordinance. 
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 Mr. Cohen stated that its commonplace for street relocations 
based on development plans. 
 
 Ms. Levinson said it’s the same street. 
 
 Mr. Cohen replied that it’s a different location. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich offered to meet with Ms. Levinson tomorrow or 
next week in his office to go over the plans so he could show her 
what’s being done through the metes and bounds description of the 
properties in question. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-15 – Vacating a Portion of Central Road and 
Conveying Such Vacated Land, Together With Remainder, to Adjacent 
Property Owners 
  
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman  
Goldberg and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF FORMER 
CENTRAL ROAD LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AND CONVEYING SUCH VACATED LAND, TOGETHER WITH 
REMAINDER, TO ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 



  
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-9. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
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ACCOUNT        AMOUNT 
Current                                 $14,910,700.47 
Capital                                          280,706.28 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                               22,000.00 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,708.00    
Trip Admissions                                      589.19 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         80,962.05 
Special Dog Account                                  313.50 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           4,764.52  
Redemption Account                                38,576.01 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   53,224.24 
Police Justice                                    20,619.25 
Flexible Spending                                  2,499.96 
 
Total:                                       $15,417,663.47 
 
                                   $ 
CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for Ahmed Salem for Fire 
Company #1 
 
 The firefighter application for Ahmed Salem for Fire Company 
#1 was approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Title Change for Jonathan O’Connor from  
Building Service Worker, to Inventory Control Clerk – $28,765.00 
Annually  
 
 WHEREAS, Jonathan O’Connor, Building Service Worker of the 
Senior Citizens Center, has assumed additional duties due to a 
retirement at the Center; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this department, in light of budget considerations 
has had to reorganize the staff responsibilities,   
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Jonathan O’Connor will be promoted 
to Inventory Control Clerk, with an increase of $4,000.00 to a 
salary of $28,765.00, effective May 14, 2012; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional 
pending certification by the State of New Jersey Civil Service 
Commission. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Bank of America at 154 Main Street, Block 4351, Lot 3 for Tax 
Years 2010-2012  
 
 WHEREAS, Bank of America is the owner and taxpayer of 
property located at 154 Main Street, also known as Block 4351, Lot 
Regular Meeting                                       May 10, 2012 
                                                          Page #10 
 
3; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals against the Borough 
of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Bank of America vs. Borough of 
Fort Lee, for tax years 2010, 2011 and 2012, which are presently 
pending in the Tax Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 
Attorney, The Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the 
matter be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in the 
best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 
entitled Bank of America vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that 
complaint for tax year 2010 will be withdrawn, and the assessment 
of $2,800,000.00 will remain intact; and that the assessments for 
tax years 2011 and 2012 will be reduced from $2,800,000.00 to 
$2,700,000.00; and  
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-5 - Awarding Bids to Amchar Wholesale, Inc., Rochester, New  
York, Items 1-3 - $122,585.70 and Atlantic Tactical, Inc., New 
Cumberland, Pennsylvania, Items 4-21 - $79,026.90 for Police 
Service Weapons and Related Equipment 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACTS FOR 
   THE PUCHASE OF HANDGUNS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR 
   THE FORT LEE POLICE DEPARTMENT AS PROPRIETARY GOODS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) have determined that it is necessary to procure and 
purchase handguns and related equipment to be utilized by the 
Borough’s Police Department in the performance of its law 
enforcement duties; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s procurement of handguns and related 
equipment is in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. and its 
implementing regulations promulgated by the New Jersey Department 
of Community Affairs; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 



resolution, based upon a letter certification from the Executive 
Officer of the Firearms Committee of the Borough’s Police 
Department, the Borough determined that the unique characteristics 
of the Heckler & Koch 45 compact handgun and related equipment met 
the specific needs of the Police Department and its officers in 
carrying out its public safety responsibilities, and were so 
compelling as to justify public bidding for only this particular 
handgun and related equipment; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law provides at N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-2(39) that goods or services are deemed proprietary if they 
are of a “specialized nature, that may be made or marketed by a 
person or persons having the exclusive right to make or sell them, 
when the need for such goods or services has been certified in 
writing by the governing body of the contracting unit to be 
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necessary for the conduct of its affairs;” and  
 
 WHEREAS, the letter certification from the Executive Officer 
of the Firearms Committee of the Borough’s Police Department 
confirmed that there is a special need for Heckler & Koch 45 
compact handgun that is directly related to the performance of the 
Police Department’s responsibilities in protecting the public; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the regulations implementing the Local Public 
Contracts Law, and specifically N.J.A.C. 5:34-9.1(a),  provide 
that goods or services are of a “specialized nature” when they 
possess unique characteristics that only such goods or services of 
a specific vendor are capable of meeting the contracting unit’s 
needs, and are “necessary for the conduct of its affairs” when the 
public need for a proprietary designation is of such a compelling 
nature that the value to the public gained by the proprietary 
designation overshadows the public benefit of permitting brand 
name or equivalent competition; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in response to the Borough’s public solicitation of 
bids for Heckler & Koch 45 compact handguns and related equipment, 
on April 20, 2012, three bids were received from the following 
companies: 
 
 Items 1 – 3 only: 
 
  Amchar Wholesale, Inc.  $122,585.70 
  Rochester, New York 
 
  Interstate Arms Corp.  $127,989.60 
  Billerica, Massachusetts 
 
 Items 3 – 21 only: 
 
  Atlantic Tactical, Inc.  $79,026.90 
  New Cumberland, Pennsylvania 
 
; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Amchar Wholesale, Inc. (“Amchar”) is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Amchar constitutes 
the lowest responsible and complying bidder for purchase of Bid 
Items 1 – 3; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Atlantic Tactical, Inc. (“Atlantic”) is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Atlantic 
constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for 
purchase of Bid Items 4 – 21; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has 



reviewed its available funds and has determined that sufficient 
funds are available at this time for the purchase of Heckler & 
Koch 45 compact handguns and related equipment for use by the Fort 
Lee Police Department; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of 
contracts to Amchar and Atlantic for the purchase of Heckler & 
Koch 45 compact handguns and related equipment for use by the Fort 
Lee Police Department is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
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 1. That Amchar Wholesale, Inc., 100 Airpark Drive, 
Rochester, New York 14624 be awarded a contract for the purchase 
of Bid Items 1 – 3 in accordance with its bid in the amount of 
$122,585.70. 
 
 2. That Atlantic Tactical, Inc., 763 Corporate Circle, 
North Cumberland, Pennsylvania 17070 be awarded a contract for the 
purchase of Bid Items 4 – 21 in accordance with its bid in the 
amount of $70,932.90. 
 
 3. That the Mayor is authorized to execute contracts with 
Amchar Wholesale, Inc. and Atlantic Tactical, Inc. in accordance 
with their respective bids for the purchase of Heckler & Koch 45 
compact handguns and related equipment for use by the Fort Lee 
Police Department. 
 
 3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
funds are available for the purchase of Heckler & Koch 45 compact 
handguns and related equipment for use by the Fort Lee Police 
Department through the Police Department’s confiscated funds 
account.  
 
 4. That the bid and associated contracts shall be available 
for public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications  
and Advertise for Bids for Roadway Improvements to Brinkerhoff 
Avenue, and for a Lease of Borough Property Block 3253, Lot 3  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  
 
     .Roadway Improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue 
     .Lease of Borough Property – Block 3253, Lot 3 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Rejecting the Sole Bid for the Provision of a  
Traffic Control Signal Monitoring System 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE REJECTING THE SOLE BID FOR THE PROVISION 
       OF A TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNAL MONITORING SYSTEM 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) determined it was necessary to 
explore the effectiveness of contracting for the provision of a 
traffic control signal monitoring system at certain intersections 
in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the 



competitive contracting provisions of the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 et seq., the Borough solicited bids for 
the procurement of a traffic control signal monitoring system at 
certain intersections in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on April 11, 2012, a single bid was received in 
response to the Borough’s public solicitation for the procurement 
of a traffic control signal monitoring system at certain 
intersections in the Borough; and    
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is no longer in 
the Borough’s best interests to move forward with the procurement 
of a traffic control signal monitoring system at certain 
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intersections in the Borough at this time and that the project 
should be abandoned; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 specifically provides a list 
of reasons justifying the rejection of all bids by a contracting 
unit, including that the contracting unit wishes to abandon the 
project for the services; and 
   
 WHEREAS, based upon the provisions of the Local Public 
Contracts Law and the bid specifications for the project, the 
Borough has concluded that the sole bid for the procurement of a 
traffic control signal monitoring system at certain intersections 
in the Borough should be rejected, pursuant to and in accordance 
with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2, as the Borough 
intends to abandon the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the abandonment of 
this project is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that that sole bid for the procurement of a traffic 
control signal monitoring system at certain intersections in the 
Borough shall be and is hereby rejected pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2, consistent 
with the Borough intention to abandon the project; and    
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the bidder be 
returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.;  and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Settlement of Litigation Between the Borough  
and Bergen County Utilities Authority and Authorizing Execution of 
a Consent Order Embodying the Settlement  
 
     A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE SETTLING LITIGATION,  
 AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONSENT ORDER EMBODYING  
 THE SETTLEMENT 
 
 WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) instituted a 
lawsuit captioned The Borough of Fort Lee v. Bergen County Utility 
Authority, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen 
County-Law Division, under Docket Number BER-L-908-10 (the 
“Lawsuit”), by filing a Complaint which seeks to invalidate 
certain amendments to the rules and regulations of defendant, the 
Bergen County Utilities Authority (the “BCUA”) with respect to the 



calculation of service charges; and  
 

WHEREAS, the BCUA responded by filing an Answer which denied 
the claims in the Complaint; and 

 
WHEREAS, the BCUA’s Answer included a Counterclaim in which 

the BCUA seeks a money judgment for certain unpaid service charges 
and interest, which the BCUA alleges that the Borough owes to the 
BCUA; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough filed an Answer denying the 

Counterclaim; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough and the BCUA have negotiated through 

their legal counsel and are desirous of resolving this matter 
amicably on the basis set forth in the proposed Consent Order 
attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference 
(the “Proposed Settlement”): 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Proposed Settlement by and is 
hereby approved; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney be and is 

hereby authorized to execute the Consent Order in the form 
attached hereto as Exhibit A (Available in the Office of the 
Borough Clerk) or with such minor amendments as may be 
satisfactory to the Borough Attorney, and is further authorized to 
execute a Stipulation of Dismissal With Prejudice and any other 
documents that may be necessary to effectuate the terms of the 
Proposed Settlement. 

 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from 
Madelemily LLC (Pocket License) to PHI Enterprises, LLC at a 
Mailing Address of 210 Whiteman Street  
 
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 
person transfer of plenary retail distribution license 0219-44-
015-004, heretofore issued to Madelemily, LLC. a limited liability 
company located at a mailing address of 1104 Arcadian Way (Pocket 
License), Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase of 
the license and the licensed business and all additional financing 
obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail distribution license to 
Phi Enterprises, LLC at a mailing address of 210 Whiteman Street, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 effective May 10, 2012 and does hereby 



direct the Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to 
the new ownership. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich explained CA-8 with regard to the history and 
settlement agreement between the Borough and BCUA. 
 
 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting.     
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
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Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-9) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 – Authorizing Hiring of Clean Community Employees for 
Spring/Summer $8.00 to $10.50 Hourly  
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter. 
 
 Council President Cervieri chaired this portion of the 
meeting. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal positions exist within 
various departments, and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that the positions should be filled,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired 
as spring/summer help, at the hourly rates of compensation listed 
below: 
 
Name    Department      Hourly  
                  Rate 
Pat Cillo   Clean Communities     $10.50 
Nicholas Cima  Clean Communities        10.50 
Derek Burke  Clean Communities           9.50 
Michael Francolino Clean Communities       9.25 
Jacquis Mayrant Clean Communities       8.00 
Juan Trujillo  Clean Communities       8.00 
Alyssa Martinez Clean Communities       8.00 
Kenneth Murray  Clean Communities       9.50 
Eric J. Salgado Clean Communities      10.25 
Javier A. Alicea Clean Communities       8.00 
Devin Sokolich  Clean Communities       8.00  
Chris Szabo         Clean Communities                 8.50 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich chaired the remainder of the meeting from this 
point forward. 
 
 
R-2 - Authorizing Submission of a Treatment Works Approval  
Application to the NJDEP for Sanitary Sewer Improvements  
Along Main Street/Hudson Terrace and Central Road 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and R-3 listed 
below and left the podium. 
 



 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates (FLRA) received 
approval for the development of The Towers at Fort Lee, Block 
4851, Lots 1.02, 2, and 3 (commonly referred to as the East Parcel 
of Redevelopment Area 5) and will require certain improvements to 
the Borough’s sanitary sewers along Main Street/Hudson Terrace and 
Central Road to support this project; and 
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 WHEREAS, in order to install the new sanitary sewers, a New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Treatment 
Works Approval is required; and 
 
     WHEREAS, Boswell McClave Engineering has reviewed a Treatment 
Works Approval (TWA) application prepared on behalf of the Borough 
of Fort Lee, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, 
consents to the submission of a Treatment Works Approval 
application to the NJDEP for sanitary sewer improvements along 
Main Street/Hudson Terrace and Central Road and authorizes the 
Mayor or Borough Administrator to execute same. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
       
     ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-3 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications   
and Advertise for a Pump for the Palisade Terrace Pump Station  
 
 Mayor Sokolich explained the resolution. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  
 
 .A Pump for the Palisade Terrace Pump Station 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
  
  
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Sohmer – also offered his condolences to the Cafasso 
family.  Charlie was always available to help the Borough. 
  
 He also extended his condolences to the family of William 
Colosso, who was also a friend. 
 
 He extended best wishes to Commander James Viola with is 
ongoing recovery from his recent heart surgery. 
 
 



Councilman Goldberg – also offered his condolences to both the 
Cafasso and Colosso families. 
 
 He wished James Viola, a quick and speedy recovery. 
 
 He also stated that in conjunction with the Film Commission,  
The Fort Lee High School drama department students under the 
direction of their teacher Jodi Etra will be performing the Jerry 
Herman musical “Mack and Mabel” on Saturday, May 18th and Sunday  
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May 19th at the Fort Lee High School Auditorium. Tickets are 
$10.00 with performance times as follows: 
 
 May 18th: 7:30 p.m. 
     May 19th: 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
 
 The Fort Lee Film Commission is producing the event via a 
Bergen County History Grant and parts of a NJEA grant was well as 
donations from businesses and community members.  This project is 
being mounted in 2012 on the centennial of the founding of 
Keystone Studio in Fort Lee by American film pioneer Mack Sennett. 
All proceeds will go for programming for the Fort Lee High School 
drama department.  For further information including advertising 
space in the playbill call 201-693-2763. 
 
 He announced that the annual Fort Lee Arts & Music Festival 
will be held on Sunday, June 3rd from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on 
Main Street between Center Avenue and Lemoine Avenue.  For further 
information or to call for a vending space call the Office of 
Cultural & Heritage Affairs at 201-693-2764. 
 
 He also announced that the Battle of the High School Bands 
will take place on Friday, June 8th at 7:00 p.m. at the Jack Alter 
Fort Lee Community Center.  Top prize is $500.00 for best band and 
a Wendy’s 250.00 prize for audience choice band.  If interested in 
having a band compete call the Film Commission at 201-693-2763 or 
visit www.fortleefilm.org.  
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – he wished all the moms a happy forthcoming 
Mother’s Day this Sunday. 
 
 He also offered his best wishes and a speedy recovery to 
Commander James Viola. 
 
 He also extended his condolences to the Cafasso family. He 
stated that Charles Cafasso was an icon in the Borough. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – also offered her wishes for a speedy 
recovery to Commander Viola. 
 
 She announced that the Fort Lee Health Department is holding 
a free rabies clinic tomorrow, May 11th at 309 Main Street from 
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Cats and dogs are welcome.  All cats must 
be leased or in pet carriers and all dogs must be leashed.  Pet 
licensing will be done on the premises.  The Bergen County Humane 
Enforcement will also have a small animal adoption /volunteer 
area. 
 
 She announced that the Fort Lee Public Library will be 
offering a lifestyle program “The Joys of Hiking” on Wednesday, 
May 30, at 7:30 p.m. in the meeting room, lower level. Join Peter 
Reiner and Suzan Gordon who are avid hikers and hike leaders of 
the Adirondack Mountain Club North Jersey Ramapo Chapter. The 
presentation will feature a discussion about how to get started in 
hiking as well as information about the trails in the lower Hudson 



Valley and northern New Jersey areas. The presentation will 
describe hiking trails in such parks as Sterling Forest Park, 
Harriman Park, Bear Mountain Park, Black Rock Forest, and 
Schunemunk area. There will also be a hiking equipment display.  
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Councilman Cervieri – announced on behalf of the United Homeowners 
that Al Norton, Financial Services Professional, will be the guest 
speaker on Wednesday, May 23rd at 7:30 p.m. at the Fort Lee 
Library.  The seminar will be on financial planning for life 
events including covering investments and insurance matters.  
There is no fee to attend, but a canned food or non-perishable 
donation is requested for the Food Bank. 
 
 He stated that the annual Madonna Carnival begins next 
Tuesday, May 15th and runs through Sunday, May 20th.  The carnival 
is across the street on the Madonna Church grounds next to the 
library. 
 
 He thanked Tom Meyers and the Historical Society who was 
proactive in getting the library board to recognize the importance 
of the Ortlip painting that had been donated to the library many 
years ago and had fallen into disrepair.  At last night’s meeting 
the Library Board of Trustees authorized the request made by Mr. 
Meyers on behalf of the Historical Society to restore the 
painting.  The Historical Society is also splitting the cost of 
the restoration. 
 
 He also expressed his condolences to both the Cafasso and 
Colosso families. 
 
 He wished all the moms a happy Mother’s Day this upcoming 
Sunday. 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 
public for discussion. 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson        .Deaths of Charles Cafasso   Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West Street       and William Colosso        Mr. Cervieri 
1560 West St.        .R-2 – TWA Application       Mayor Sokolich 
                       Area 5 East Side 
 
Al Norton            .Palisade Avenue Repairs by  Mayor Sokolich 
1500 Palisade Ave.     Atrium 
                     .Upkeep of Triangle on Pal.  Mr. Cervieri    
                       Avenue/Tom Hunter Road     Mayor Sokolich 
 
Dave Rowan           .Bicycle Traffic/Parking     Mayor Sokolich 
2329 Hudson Terr.      Enforcement of Hudson      Mr. Cervieri 
                       Terrace 
 
Tom Meyers           .Fort Lee High School   
1590 Anderson Ave.     Production of “Mack & Mabel”  
                     .Wendy’s Fundraiser May 16th 
                       Portion of Proceeds Being 
                       Given to the Film Commission 
 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 



Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, the meeting 
was adjourned with no objections at 9:00 p.m.  
 
  
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                               Thursday, April 19, 2012 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
                    Joseph Iannaconi, CFO 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

3.  On March 2, 2012, a copy of said change in schedule 
meeting date was posted at 309 Main Street and a copy of said 
schedule change was also mailed to all persons listed in #2 above. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the municipal budget is going to 
be adopted tonight.  Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor, is present 
tonight so he can give a more detailed explanation of the budget 
as well as to assist with answering questions from the public.  
The municipal tax levy increase is 1.86% which is well below the 
mandated State threshold.  The increase will be $109.00 annually 
for a homeowner with a property assessed at 465,000.00.  He’s 
happy with the numbers considering that some of the fixed costs 
there is no control over.  He thanked Ms. Thomas for her work on 
the budget.   
 
 He reminded the public that the west parcel (Tucker 
Development) is coming in front of the Planning Board for its 
first public hearing on Monday, April 23rd at the Jack Alter 
Community Center at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 



APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 1, 2012 
Executive Session were approved. 
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On motion by Councilman Pohan seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 8, 2012 Regular 
Meeting were approved with Council Members Kasofsky and Cervieri 
abstaining. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 15, 
2012 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Pohan 
abstaining. 
 
    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2012-9 - Amending Chapter 216, Section 72, Fire 
Prevention Additional Registration Fees 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, Ord. #2012-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 216 FIRE PREVENTION, ARTICLE X ADOPTION OF UNIFORM FIRE 
SAFETY ACT, SECTION 72 ADDITIONAL REGISTRATION FEES, OF THE CODE 
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 10, 2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-10 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  
Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 422 Jane Street 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-10 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE  
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED "HANDICAPPED PARKING 
SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 10, 2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-11 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule I,  
Amending No Parking Zones on Jane Street North and South Sides 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-11 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED "NO PARKING,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for May 10, 2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-12 - Authorizing the Acquisition by Negotiated 
Purchase Or Eminent Domain for Property at 179 Main Street, 
(Cosmos) Block, 4851, Lot 4 for the Purpose of Establishing a New 
Public Street 



  
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2012-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH 
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COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION BY 
NEGOTIATED PURCHASE OR EMINENT DOMAIN OF PROPERTY LOCATED AS BLOCK 
4851, LOT 4, ALSO KNOWN AS 179 MAIN STREET, FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING A NEW PUBLIC STREET,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
May 10, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
             
 
Ordinance #2012-13 - Providing for the Conveyance to the 
Redeveloper of Property Designated as Block 4851, Lots 2 and 3 in 
Redevelopment Area 5 in Accordance With the Redevelopment Law 
Subject to a Public Roadway Easement Dedicated to Bergen County 
  
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2012-13 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 
THE CONVEYANCE TO REDEVELOPER OF PROPERTY DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 
4851, LOTS 2 AND 3 IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
REDEVELOPMENT LAW SUBJECT TO PUBLIC ROADWAY EASEMENT DEDICATED TO 
COUNTY OF BERGEN,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
May 10, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-14 - Vacating Paper Roads A,B and C Unimproved 
Roads Located in Redevelopment Area 5  
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2012-14 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE VACATING PAPER 
ROADS A,B AND C LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
May 10, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky 



 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
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Ordinance #2012-15 - Vacating a Portion of Central Road and 
Conveying Such Vacated Land, Together With Remainder, to Adjacent 
Property Owners 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2012-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE VACATING A 
PORTION OF FORMER CENTRAL ROAD LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AND CONVEYING SUCH VACATED 
LAND, TOGETHER WITH REMAINDER, TO ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
May 10, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ord. #2012-16 - Authorizing the Renaming of Martha Washington Way  
to Park Place  
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, Ord. #2012-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE RENAMING A STREET 
IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was tabled on the following roll 
call. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2012-6 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  
Placement of Four (4) Handicapped Parking Spaces at 1325 Inwood  
Terrace (Municipal/Police Department Parking Lot) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, ENTITLED "HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 



 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
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Ordinance #2012-7 - Bond Ordinance for Installation of Various 
Handicap Accessible Ramps – Appropriating $225,000.00 and 
Authorizing $213,750.00 in Bonds and/or Notes 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-7 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION 
OF VARIOUS HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE RAMPS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $225,000 
THEREFORE AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $213,750 BONDS OR NOTES 
OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked what this ordinance is 
for. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that an appropriation line is being 
created for a grant that the Borough received for the installation 
of various handicap ramps in the Borough. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-8 - To Exceed the Municipal Budget  
Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A.40A:4- 
45.14) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-8 “CALENDER YEAR 2012 ORDINANCE TO EXCED THE MUNICIPAL 
BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 
40A:4-45.14).” 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

2012 MUNICIPAL BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  
Kasofsky, the public hearing was opened relative to the 2012 
Municipal Budget. 

 
Mr. Wielkotz stated that the municipal budget that is up for 

adoption tonight has a 1.86% tax levy increase which equates to a 
$109.74 increase on the average assessed home of $465,000.  If the 



tax assessment is lower than the increase will be less and if the 
tax assessment is higher than the increase will be more.  On the 
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spending side the appropriations are increasing 1.90% which covers 
contractual increases to employees as well as increases for health 
benefits which continue to go up every year.  The Borough just 
undertook its third refunding of outstanding debt in the past 
fifteen months earlier this week and another $287,000 was saved in 
future interest costs bringing the total savings for the three 
bond issues to over a $1,000,000.  That will also be reflective in 
future year’s budgets.  The Borough was just reviewed again for 
the third time by Moody’s Investors Services.  This is the bond 
agency the Borough. In their report that they issued a couple of 
weeks ago, a number of positives including a strong tax base, a 
very strong and dedicated management, a Mayor and Council that 
have been on the right track in terms of controlling taxes keeping 
spending in check.  Also the flexibility the Mayor and Council 
have undertaken by being $5,000,000 under the 2% tax levy CAP and 
$4,000,000 under the appropriations CAP which will afford future 
governing bodies the ability and flexibility to increase those 
lines if absolutely necessary for the residents of the Borough. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that the increase is 
fair and reasonable, but bond indebtedness has gone up. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that under the Mayor’s leadership the 
municipality has taken an aggressive view in paying down debt 
quicker.  The principal on bonds is $400,000.00 more this year 
than in last year’s budget and that is by virtue of the refunding 
bonds the Borough has undertaken.  Principal repayment has been 
stepped up thereby saving more interest in future budgets for the 
taxpayers.  At the beginning of 2011 there was $67,000,000.00 bond 
or notes of debt and at the end of 2011 the figure had been 
reduced to $61,000,000.00. 
                                                          
 Martha Cohen (MC), 1530 Palisade Avenue, stated that she has 
a bunch of questions to ask with regard to the budget. They are as 
follows: 
 
 (MC) - Why is the Library Tax separated out? 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied it’s was a new law passed last year 
after the Borough had adopted its 2011 budget. 
 
 (MC) - Why is the CAP rate up from 2% to 2.5%. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that the CAP changes every year and is 
set by the State. 
 
 (MC) - Why is anticipated revenue down from Cliffside Park 
with regard to sewer charges? 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that by law a municipality can only 
anticipate what it has received from the previous year. 
 
 (MC) Why did the elevator inspection fees decrease? 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that it’s based on collections and the 
fees aren’t necessary annually fees.  The law states that you can 
only anticipate in the current year what you collected in the 
previous year. 
 
 (MC) - Why was the decrease close to $100,000.00? 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied she will get back to Ms. Cohen. 
 



 (MC) - Why did the third-party ambulance billing decrease by 
a lot. 
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 Ms. Thomas replied that the drop wasn’t a lot. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz stated that the $915,000.00 anticipated rate in 
2011 was based on a calculation by the third-party biller based on 
all the information they had.  The Borough actually collected 
$882,000.00 therefore the $882,000.00 is the anticipated figure 
this year. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg added that the hospitals have to pay us their 
portion and they are notorious slow in paying.  
 
 (MC) - Why don’t we use that money for the Ambulance Corps 
instead of bonding for so many things? 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough just brought them a 
new ambulance. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that in fact it does off-set the costs the 
Borough pays to the ambulance corps.  It’s just not that in line 
item. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough committed monies based 
on the revenue the Borough was anticipating including certain 
capital contributions. 
 
 Based on a question from the Mayor, Mr. Wielkotz stated that 
the Borough can’t dedicate revenue unless there is a statute that 
allows for the dedication of revenue.  The money goes into the 
general treasury.  It offsets the debt service in the 
appropriations side of the budget. 
 
 Mr. Pohan stated that the budget money for the Ambulance 
Corps including the EMT’s is over $700,000.00 and that the Borough 
has been collecting more then that figure which it pays for other 
items for the Ambulance Corps.   
  
 (MC) - Why is the expense line for the Mayor and Council 
going up? 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that certain committee expenses such as 
Environmental and ADA Committee went up. 
 
 Mr. Grant added that even the upgrading of the recording 
system is partially paid out of the Mayor and Council account. 
 
 (MC) – Why is the financial administration line going up from 
$99,000.00 to $157,000.00? 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that the banks are no longer paying the 
processing costs for payroll.  This is not just occurring in Fort 
Lee. 
 
 (MC) – Did Fort Lee think about joining other municipalities 
and make a deal with the banks? 
  
 Mr. Wielkotz responded that there was no deal to be made.  
Big banks are getting out of government because there is no money 
to be made. 
 
 (MC) – Asked about the Collection of Taxes line item? 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz stated there was an employee who retired and 
then passed away and there was accrued money owed to her estate. 
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 (MC) – Why the Assessment of Taxes line item from 2011 which 
was appropriated at $34,600.00, was $63,000.00 spent? 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that the cost of appraisals for tax 
appeals went up. 
 
 On questioning from (MC), Mr. Cervieri replied that the 
Borough wins most of its tax appeals and that the appraisals are 
money well-spent. 
 
 (MC) – asked what is the $54,350.00 based on for next year? 
 
 Mr. Cervieri and Ms. Thomas both replied that the money is 
there for appraisals for expected tax appeals. 
 
     (MC) – spoke to $832,000.00 in legal cost last year of which 
$731,000.00 was actually spent. Why is $771,000.00 being estimated 
for this year? 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that there are three collective bargaining 
agreements expiring at the end of 2012 which negotiations will be 
started in the next couple of months.  
 
 On questioning from (MC) Ms. Thomas stated that Redevelopment 
Area 5 legal costs were paid out of escrow from the developers. 
 
     (MC) – Asked about a credit/reimbursement that she spoke 
about last year that was coming back to the Borough, and it wasn’t 
allowed to be put in the budget last year because it wasn’t 
allowed to be estimated in the budget.  She then asked how much is 
the credit for this year and where is it in the budget? 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that is was several hundred thousand 
dollars from developers which has gone to pay engineer and legal 
fees. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz added that in last year’s budget the expenditure 
was $531,000.00 and $731,000.00 was appropriated.  There was a 
$200,000.00 balance left in last year’s budget.  As it was said 
last year the budget is a plan and you have to budget gross 
because you don’t know what kind of reimbursements you are getting 
back.  We have to estimate what is going to be spent on a gross 
basis and whatever comes back goes into the budget.  It would be 
fiscally irresponsible to say we got $175,000.00 back last year 
and to expect to get the same this year and then put it in the 
budget. 
      
 (MC) – Asked were the money was credited to. It’s a large 
line item. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that they will get that information to Ms. 
Cohen. 
 
 (MC) – Why is there is a 50% increase in the Rent Leveling 
Board expense line? 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that there was a purchase of a computer. 
 
     (MC) – Mentioned that the insurance costs are high.  Is the 
Parking Authority covered under the medical insurance line?  If it 
is, how much is being covered in the budget? 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that their medical benefits are being 
covered in the budget.  She added that she will get that 



information to Ms. Cohen. 
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     (MC) – Suggested that the Parking Authority is a separate 
authority and should pay for there own medical expenses. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that the Borough received a check from the 
Parking Authority tonight in the amount of $91,000.00 which is a 
share of what they have collected. 
 
 (MC) – Asked about the Department of Communications salary 
and wage line.  Why is there a $30,000.00 increase in the line 
item? 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that there was an additional worker in the 
department who went from part-time to full time employment. 
 
 (MC) – Why are Fire Prevention Bureau salaries estimated at 
$552,000.00 when $502,000.00 was spent last year? 
 
 Ms. Thomas spoke to contractual increases as well as a grant 
the Borough received to have several additional part-time fire 
inspectors work in the department.  The grant is listed under 
FEMA. 
 
     (MC) – Why is the Fire Protection line going from $890,000.00 
spent last year to an estimated $915.000.00 for this year? 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that is for additional volunteers who get 
paid a stipend for answering fire calls. 
 
 (MC) – Why is the Road Repair and Maintenance Line (other) 
going from $279,000.00 to $182,000.00? 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied there was no snow during the winter. 
 
     (MC) – Why is the Public Buildings and Grounds (expenses) 
going from $342,000.00 to $358,000.00? 
 
     Ms. Thomas replied that is for expected building repairs 
including POSHA repairs the Borough has to make. 
 
 (MC) – Why was General Services (salary and wages) estimated 
at $546,000.00 but over $620,000.00 was spent? 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that an employee was moved from the Parks 
and Recreation line to General Services.  One of the supervisors 
from Parks and Recreation took over General Services as well as 
continuing his duties with the DPW. 
 
 (MC) – Why is $594,000.00 being budgeted for next year? 
 
 Mr. Pohan replied that there were several retirements in 
General Services last year.  There was $80,000.00 in termination 
pay in 2011. 
 
 (MC) – Why in the Communications Repair line there was 
$175,500.00 in salaries spent, but the budget was only 
$145,700.00? 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that this was the line where a part-time 
person became full time, not the previous Communications line 
mentioned earlier.  The Communications Dispatch line related to a 
death in the department as well as someone was out on disability 
and replacement people were added. 
 
 (MC) – Spoke to the Auto Repair line where $290,000.00 was 
spent, $278,000.00 budgeted and $287,000.00 is estimated for next 



year.  She asked why as to respect with the numbers in the budget?  
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     Ms. Thomas stated that a lot of the vehicles are older and 
need repairs as there are a lot of rough roads with lots of 
traffic and the vehicles have wear and tear on them. 
 
 (MC) – What is the significance of having two different lines 
for other expenses under Administration of Public Assistance. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied one is for regular operating costs and 
one is for emergency assistance. 
 
     (MC) – Why was $127,000.00 spent in the Senior Citizen 
(other) expense line when $116,000.00 was budgeted? Also why is 
$135,000 estimated for next year? 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied two people left in the department.  
Because it’s the (other) expense column being asked about, Ms. 
Thomas said she would get back to Ms. Cohen with the answer. 
  
 (MC) – Why is $25,000.00 more being projected for senior 
citizen special services? 
 
     Ms. Thomas said it relates to cost of living expenses plus 
the request was made to go up with regard to running their 
programs. 
 
 Mr. Pohan added that it relates to their lunch program, bus 
transportation and medical transportation. 
 
     (MC) – Why did Parks and Playgrounds (salaries and wages) go 
from a budgeted $670,000.00 to a spent $739,000.00? 
 
 Mr. Pohan replied that it related to termination pay 
including one employee for $45,000.00. 
 
     (MC) – Asked about the new costs for the insurance premiums 
from Horizon Blue Cross/Blue Shield.  She asked if everyone is 
paying 1.5%. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that people paying 1.5% are people 
currently in contract which includes the Police Department and 
non-contracted employees. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz stated the figure will go up in July.  
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that it’s based on salary or which is 
higher the 1.5% or the percentage of the salary towards the 
premium. 
 
 (MC) – Asked what the governing body members pay. 
 
 Mr. Pohan replied that he does not take health benefits from 
the Borough. 
 
 Ms. Thomas added that the rest of the governing body members 
pay 1.5%. 
 
     (MC)) – Mentioned that about a year ago PSE&G was going to be 
replacing lighting and the Borough was supposed to be getting 
either a $1,000,000 a year savings or revenue from it.  What is 
the status of the lights at this point in time and what is the 
status of getting any revenue from it? 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that she’s not sure about what revenue Ms. 
Cohen is talking about.  Decorative poles and different light 
bulbs have been changed as well as solar panels have been added. 
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 Mr. Sohmer replied to Ms. Cohen and said that PSE&G was going 
to save $1,000,000.00, not the Borough itself. 
 
     (MC) – Asked why the Capital Improvement Fund is only 
$50,000.00 when over the last few years it has been $150,000.00. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that there is money left over for 
previous years $100,000.00 was taken out this year. 
 
    (MC) – Mentioned that the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes went 
up. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that it’s a statutory calculation. It’s 
based on the percentage of the collection of taxes from the 
previous year plus other criteria. 
 
    (MC) – Asked if the Borough has had any problem collecting 
taxes more so this year then in previous years. 
 
    Mr. Wielkotz replied that the Borough has not had any problems 
collecting taxes. 
   
 
 Dave Cohen (DC), 1530 Palisade Avenue, asked why the budget 
gets prepared in January as opposed to when he was preparing 
budgets he would be preparing them in late November. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz explained that the budget process starts in 
September internally, but by statute the budget can’t be 
introduced before the beginning of the year and the earliest it 
can be introduced is by February 10th. The State like it has been 
doing for years extended that date for this year until March 10th. 
 
    (DC) – Asked about the audit being on the website. 
 
 Mr. Grant replied that the 2010 audit is on the website and 
the 2011 audit isn’t done yet. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz added that by law the audit has to be completed 
by June 30th of the following year.  The audit is done and the 
draft is out to the administration.  There a couple of loose ends 
to be tied up and the 2011 audit will be sent to the Borough in 
the near future. 
 
    (DC) – Asked if there were notes in the upcoming audit about 
eminent domain.  He asked about accruals. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that the Borough does not work on an 
accrual basis.  It works on a cash basis. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that if the Borough was going to take a 
property the Borough would bond for it. 
 
    (DC) – He said it’s much different in the private sector. 
 
    (DC) – Asked if any bank confirmations were sent to the Bank 
of New Jersey. 
  
 Mr. Wielkotz replied that confirmations would be sent to any 
bank the Borough does business with.  The Borough does not do 
business with the Bank of New Jersey. 
 
    (DC) – Spoke to the disclosure in the budget of $8,000,000 in 
unused sick time. 
 
 



Regular Meeting                                     April 19, 2012  
                                                          Page #12 
 
     Ms. Thomas replied that a number of years ago caps were put 
in place for new employees about the amount of money an employee 
can receive in unused sick time. 
 
     (DC) – Asked how many employees are grand-fathered in the 
$7,000,000.00 to $8,000,000.00 in unpaid sick time. 
 
     Ms. Thomas replied that it’s probably a couple of hundred.  
It’s an estimated number. 
 
     Mr. Cervieri stated that it’s part of the employee contract. 
Also public employees do pay into their pension. 
 
     (DC) – Are there people in Fort Lee who work two jobs. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated there may be people who work full time for 
the Borough who may work part-time in other Borough positions.  
There is no employee in the Borough who has two full time 
positions with the Borough. 
 
     (DC) – What is the percentage of no-bid contracts in the 
Borough? 
 
     Ms. Thomas stated that any contract over $36,000.00 has to be 
bid. 
 
 Mr. Grant added the majority of any professional contract 
over $17,500.00 is done by a fair and open process which everyone 
sees the results during the reorganization meeting. 
 
     (DC) – Asked about Brown & Brown’s contract. 
 
 Mr. Grant replied that professional contract is done through 
a fair and open process. 
  
     (DC) – Asked about bonds and notes authorized but not issued 
for 2011. 
 
     Mr. Wielkotz replied $4,198,534.28 is the number.  The 
Borough’s net debt is down $6,000,000.00 over last year. 
 
 There being no further discussion, on motion by Councilman 
Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the public hearing was 
closed relative to the 2012 Municipal Budget. 
 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET ADOPTION FOR THE YEAR 2012 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee of the County of Bergen that the budget herein before set 
forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for 
the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as 
appropriations, and authorization of the amount of $55,440,954.83 
for municipal purposes, and 
 
(a) $56,611,017.81 (Item 2 below) for municipal purposes, and 
 
(b)          $0.00 (Item 3 below) for school purposes in Type I  
School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18A:9-2) to be raised by taxation, 
and 
 
{C}                (Item 4 below) to be added to the certificate 
of amount to be raised by taxation for local school purposes in 
Type II School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18:9-3) and the 
certification to the County Board of Taxation of the following 
summary of general revenues and appropriations. 
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(d) 2,089,905.00 Minimum Library Tax 
 
 

SUMMARY OF REVENUES 
 
1. General Revenues 
    Surplus Anticipated                       08-100           $2,400,000.51 
    Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated        13-099           $7,045,751.50 
    Receipts from Delinquent Taxes            15-499           $1,245,000.00 
 
2. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
    MUNICIPAL PURPOSES (Item 6(a), Sheet 11)  07-190          $56,611,017.81 
 
3. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
    SCHOOLS IN TYPE 1 SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY 
    Item 6, Sheet 42                          07-195 
    Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14    07-191 
    Item 6{c}, Sheet 11 Minimum Library Tax      $2,089,905.00 
 
    Total Amount to be Raised by Taxation for 
     Schools in Type I School Districts Only                   
 
 
 
4. To Be Added TO THE CERTIFICATE FOR AMOUNT  
    TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR SCHOOLS IN 
    TYPE II SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY: 
 
     Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14)  07-195 
     Total Revenues                          40000-10         $69,391,674.31 
 
 

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 
 
5. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS: 
 
      Within “CAPS” 
 
        (a&b) Operations Including Contingent                $46,801,257.00 
        (e) Deferred Charges and Statutory  
             Expenditures - Municipal                         $5,438,746.62 
 
   Excluded from “CAPS” 
 
        (a) Operations - Total Operations Excluded 
             from “CAPS”                                      $6,910,046.69 
        {c} Capital Improvements                                  50,000.00 
        (d) Municipal Debt Service                             8,131,624.00 
        (e) Deferred Charges – Municipal                         360,000.00 
 
        (m) Reserve for Uncollected Taxes (Include Other       1,700,000.00 
             Reserves if any 
 
Total Appropriations                                         $69,391,674.31 
 
     On motion by Councilman Cervieri, and seconded  by Councilman 
Sohmer, the resolution to adopt the 2012 Fort Lee Municipal budget 
was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 It is hereby certified that the within budget is a true copy 
of the budget finally adopted by resolution of the Governing Body 
on the 19th Day of April, 2012.  It is further certified that each 
item of revenue and appropriation is set forth in the same amount 
and by the same title as appeared in the 2012 approved budget and 
all amendments thereto, if any, which have been previously 
approved by the Director of Local Government Services. 
 



Certified by me on this 19th day of April 2012 
Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
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PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $19,590,606.55 
Capital                                          235,599.31 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                      3,523,560.45 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,367.55 
Trip Admissions                                    1,784.40 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                        172,725.56 
Special Dog Account                                  436.50 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,639.56 
Redemption Account                                54,320.87 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    6,209.08 
Police Justice                                    32,138.00                
Flexible Spending                                  4,374.54 
 
Total:                                       $23,628,762.07 
 
  
CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for Richard Conti for 
Fire Company #2 
 
 The firefighter application for Richard Conti for Fire 
Company #2 was approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing the Hiring of Part-Time Spring Seasonal  
Employees for the Recreation Department – Termination Date  
June 25, 2012 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 



of Recreation; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 
date of April 1, 2012 and a termination date of June 25, 2012. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Superintendent of Public Works to File a 2011 
Application for a Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant With The New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Statewide Mandatory Source Separation 
and Recycling Act, N.J.S.A 13:1 E-99.11 et seq. has established a 
recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to 
municipalities in order to encourage local source separation and 
recycling programs;  and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the intent and spirit of the New Jersey 
Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage 
grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue 
and expand existing programs;  and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Recycling Act imposes on municipalities certain 
requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, 
including, but not limited to making and keeping accurate, 
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the 
municipality;  and 
 
 WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply 
for such tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of this 
municipality to recycling and indicate the assent of the Borough 
of Fort Lee to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the 
requirements contained in the Recycling Act;  and 
 
 WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual 
authorized to ensure that the application is properly completed 
and timely filed, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby endorses the submission of a 2011 
Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grants Application to the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection and Energy , Office of 
Recycling and Planning and designates Anthony Lione, 
Superintendent of Public Works, to ensure that the said 
application is properly filed.  
 
 
CA-5 - Approving Title Change for Lois Molinaro, from Senior Clerk  
Typist to Principal Clerk Typist for the Purchasing Department - 
$41,000.00 Annually  
 
     WHEREAS, Lois Molinaro, Senior Clerk Typist of the Purchasing 
Department, has assumed additional duties due to retirements in 
the Finance Department,  
 
 WHEREAS, this department has lost through attrition several 
employees and in light of budget considerations has had to 
reorganize the staff responsibilities,   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Lois Molinaro will be promoted to 
Principal Clerk Typist (Keyboarding Clerk 3),  with an increase to 
a salary of $41,000.00, effective April 19, 2012; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional 
pending certification by the State of New Jersey Civil Service 
Commission. 
 
 
CA-6 - Approving Application by 2103 Hudson Terrace LLC to Install          
an Extension to United Water’s Distributing System (Water Main) 
 

Applicant: 2103 Hudson Terrace LLC 
Extension No X-TBD 

Investigation No 53172 
 
 WHEREAS, 2103 Hudson Terrace LLC has presented to United 
Water New Jersey an application for an extension to its 
distributing system running as above described and consisting 
install approximately 320’ of 6” main in Hudson Terrace for (1) 4” 
domestic service and (1) 6” fire service at what will become 2001 
Hudson Terrace, Fort Lee New Jersey, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the said extension be 
made and the same is hereby approved. 
 
 I hereby certify that the above is a certified copy of a 
resolution which was duly passed by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, at a meeting thereof duly called and held on 
the 19th day of April, 2012. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Adoption of the Amended Personnel Policies and 
Procedure Manual 
 
       A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF THE AMENDED  
   PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL OF THE BOROUGH  
   OF FORT LEE 
 
  WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Borough of Fort Lee to 
treat current and prospective employees in a manner consistent 
with all state and federal laws and regulations including but not 
limited to Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended 
by the Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, the Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act, the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, The Family and Medical Leave Act, the Conscientious 
Employee Protection Act, (the New Jersey General’s guidelines with 
respect to Police Department personnel), the New Jersey 
Compensation Act, the Federal consolidated Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act (COBRA) and the Open Public Meetings Act;  and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough had determined that there is a need for 

personnel policies and procedures manual (“Manual”) to ensure that 
current and prospective employees are treated in a manner 
consistent with all state and federal laws and regulations and 
has, in the past, promulgated such a Manual; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary, from time to time, to revise the 

Manual for the purpose of improving operations or conforming to 
new regulations and/or procedures; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and the Borough Labor 

Attorney have recently revised the Manual for the purpose 
described herein, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
hereby adopts as its policy the attached amended Manual prepared  
by the Borough Administrator and Labor Attorney as set forth in 
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the personnel policies and procedures of the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 
CA-8 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering South Hackensack,  
New Jersey, Design Specifications for Improvements to Palisade 
Terrace Pump Station - Fee Not to Exceed $4,000.00  
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 
prepare bid specifications for the purchase of a dry pit 
submersible pump for the Palisade Terrace Pump Station in the 
Borough through a grant from the Environmental Protection Agency 
of a WILO-EMU; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 
professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated March 29, 2012, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the preparation of bid specifications for the 
purchase of a WILO-EMU dry pit submersible pump for the Palisade 
Terrace Pump Station in the Borough through a grant from the 
Environmental Protection Agency of a WILO-EMU; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Boswell at a cost not to exceed $4,000.00, and the 
contract for such professional engineering services is awarded 
pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose as payment for the professional 
engineering services to be performed by Boswell will be made from 
the developers’ escrow funds for Redevelopment Area No. 5; and 
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 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the preparation of bid 



specifications for the purchase of a WILO-EMU dry pit submersible 
pump for the Palisade Terrace Pump Station in the Borough through 
a grant from the Environmental Protection Agency of a WILO-EMU is 
in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 
this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to the preparation of bid 
specifications for the purchase of a WILO-EMU dry pit submersible 
pump for the Palisade Terrace Pump Station in the Borough through 
a grant from the Environmental Protection Agency of a WILO-EMU, in 
accordance with its proposal, dated March 29, 2012, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof, and the terms and provisions of the 
agreement by and between Boswell and the Borough, dated as of 
January 1, 2012, for services as the Borough Engineer. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
CA-9 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering South Hackensack,  
New Jersey, Design Services for Roadway Improvements to 
Brinkerhoff Avenue – Fee Not to Exceed $12,500.00 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
       PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been 
approved to receive a Municipal Aid Grant in the amount of 
$146,500.00 from the New Jersey Department of Transportation for 
the construction of improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the 
Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to prepare construction plans and 
specifications for improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the 
Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
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of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 



and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 
professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated March 28, 2012, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the preparation of construction plans and 
specifications for improvements to Brinkerhoff Avenue in the 
Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 
to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional engineering services related to the preparation of 
construction plans and specifications for improvements to 
Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 
the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to the preparation of 
construction plans and specifications for improvements to 
Brinkerhoff Avenue in the Borough, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated March 28, 2012, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, in the amount of $12,500.00. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
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 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 



 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-11 - Awarding Contract to DMV/DRS Creative Services, Inc.,  
Verona, New Jersey, to Provide Professional Consulting Services to 
Assist the Borough with Regard to Potentially Forming a Business 
Improvement District – Fee Not to Exceed $15,000.00 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
      FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO DMV/DRS CREATIVE  
      SERVICES, INC. FOR BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a company to investigate strategies for business 
development and the establishment of a business improvement 
district; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received 
quotations for the provision of business district consulting 
services; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) wish to award a contract for the provision of business 
development consulting services; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for 
bids and bidding therefor, the purchase of any goods or services 
whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold, provided that 
the contracting unit obtains at least two competitive quotations; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, DMV/DRS Creative Services, Inc. d/b/a The Community 
Advocates (“Creative Services”) has submitted a proposal, dated 
October 22, 2011, outlining tasks in two phases for the 
performance of business development consulting services to be 
provided to the Borough as the basis for the creation of a 
business development district to strengthen the vitality of the 
Borough’s business community; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the services for business development consulting to 
be performed by Creative Services at a cost that is below the 
threshold of $17,500.00 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 
contract is exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the provision of business development consulting 
services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
business development consulting services is in the best interests 
of the Borough; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 



the borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That DMV/DRS Creative Services, Inc. d/b/a The Community 
Advocates, 450 Bloomfield Avenue, Verona, New Jersey, shall be and 
is hereby appointed to provide business district consulting 
services in accordance Phase 1 of its proposal, dated October 22, 
2011, attached hereto and made a part hereof (available in the 
Office of the Borough Clerk), expressly subject to and contingent 
upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 
satisfactory to the Borough. 
 
 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive 
bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, 
specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the goods 
or services does not exceed the bidding threshold and the Borough 
has obtained three competitive quotations for the goods or 
services. 
 
 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and Creative Services, 
providing for total compensation for the provision of business 
district consulting services in accordance with Phase 1 of its 
proposal to the Borough in the amount of $15,000.00, and further 
memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions 
as may be necessary; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Chief Financial 
Officer has certified that funds are available for the contract; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 
Clerk’s office. 
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Grant Agreement              
With Bergen County for a Community Development Block Grant for the 
Purpose of Various Barrier Free Curbs and Ramps for 2012-2013 - 
$200,000.00 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of 
Bergen for the purpose of using $200,000 in 2012-2013 Community 
Development Block Grant funds for Barrier Free Curbs and Ramps to 
various locations in Fort Lee in order to provide handicap 
accessibility; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the 
aforesaid grant agreement; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., Chief Financial Officer, to sign 
all County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes 
that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for any funds not spent in 
accordance with the Grant Agreement; and that liability of the 
Mayor and Council is in accordance with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban requirements. 
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CA-13 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New  
Jersey for Period Covering January 1, 2012 Through March 31, 2012 
- $1,025.00 
 



BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  
amount of $1,025.00 to cover fees collected for marriage licenses 
for the period covering January 1, 2012 through March 31, 2012. 
Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the Department of 
Human Services; and 
 

01-2887 
 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there were no Civil Unions during 
the aforementioned time period. 
 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to 
CA-4, CA-6, CA-8 and CA-10. 
 
 Mr. Grant responded to CA-4.  Ms. Thomas spoke to CA-6 and 
CA-8 and CA-10. 
 
 Judith Fisher, 2400 Hudson Terrace, had questions pertaining 
to CA-9 and CA-11. 
 
 Mr. Grant responded to CA-9.  Mayor Sokolich, Ms. Thomas and 
Mr. Grant spoke to CA-11. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13, except 
for CA-10 which was removed by Councilman Cervieri for separate 
vote) was approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-B/CA-10 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering South 
Hackensack, New Jersey, for Rehabilitation of Lower Main Street  
Pumping Station and Sanitary Sewer Design Services for Lower Main 
Street to BCUA Trunk Line at Lewis Street - Fee Not to Exceed 
$320,000.00 Based on Time and Material Basis 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself from this matter. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to provide environmental 
engineering services for the design of pump station repairs and 
upgrades related to the construction of a force main and gravity 
sanitary sewer line from the Lower Main Street Pump Station to the 
Bergen County Utilities Authority’s interceptor sewer on Lewis 
Street in the Borough; and 
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 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 



formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 
professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated April 3, 2012, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional environmental 
engineering services for the design of pump station repairs and 
upgrades related to the construction of a force main and gravity 
sanitary sewer line from the Lower Main Street Pump Station to the 
Bergen County Utilities Authority’s interceptor sewer on Lewis 
Street in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 
to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 
that sufficient funds are available to award this contract for 
professional engineering services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional environmental engineering services for the design of 
pump station repairs and upgrades related to the construction of a 
force main and gravity sanitary sewer line from the Lower Main 
Street Pump Station to the Bergen County Utilities Authority’s 
interceptor sewer on Lewis Street in the Borough is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 
is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 
professional environmental engineering services for the design of 
pump station repairs and upgrades related to the construction of a 
force main and gravity sanitary sewer line from the Lower Main 
Street Pump Station to the Bergen County Utilities Authority’s 
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interceptor sewer on Lewis Street in the Borough, in accordance 
with its proposal, dated April 3, 2012, attached hereto and made a 
part hereof, and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and 
between Boswell and the Borough for consulting engineering 
services, at a cost not-to-exceed $320,000.00 on the basis of time 



and materials. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That this resolution shall be available for public 
inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-1 - Approving Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Devin  
Sokolich for Fire Company #3 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 The Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter application for Devin Sokolich 
for Fire Company #3 was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
R-2 - Authorizing the Mayor to Executive Collective Negotiations  
Agreements Between the Borough and Fort Lee PBA Local No. 245 for 
the Years 2007-2010 and 2011-2015 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
       A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE COLLECTIVE  
   NEGOTIATIONS AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE  
   AND THE FORT LEE PBA LOCAL NO. 245 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee and the Fort Lee PBA Local 
No. 245 have negotiated the terms and conditions for mutually 
agreeable Collective Negotiations Agreements (“CNA’s”) for the 
period January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2010 and January 1,  
2011 through December 31, 2015; and 
 
 
 
Regular Meeting                                     April 19, 2012 
                                                          Page #25 
 

WHEREAS, draft CNA’s have been prepared, which are acceptable 
to both parties, settling the 2007 through 2010 and 2011 through 
2015 contract periods; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee hereby designates the Mayor 

to execute the CNA’s for the 2007 through 2010 and 2011-2015 



contract periods on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 
execute the attached draft CNA’s for the 2007 through 2010 and 
2011 through 2015 contract periods, between the Borough of Fort 
Lee and the Fort Lee PBA Local No. 245, or with such minor 
amendments as may be satisfactory to the Borough Attorney. 
  
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

APPOINTMENT 
 
A-1 Historic Site, Structure, Cultural and Landmark Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Robert Donohue to serve as a member 
of the Historic Site, Structure, Cultural, & Landmark Committee 
for an unexpired term through December 31, 2014. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the Planning Board has approved the 
site plan for the east portion of Redevelopment Area 5.  He looks 
forward to the development starting sooner rather than later. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – acknowledged the passing of Ned Holtje, a 
former Borough employee and volunteer fireman.  He offered his 
condolences to the Holtje family.   
 
 He announced that grass clippings can be put out on Monday 
mornings.  They have to be in biodegradable bags or in a garbage 
pail. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission 
is presenting “Reel Jersey Girls” Theda Bara “The Women With the 
Hungry Eyes” on Friday, April 20th at 8:00 p.m. at the Fort Lee 
Historic Park Museum and Theatre.  Admission is free. 
 
 He also announced that on Saturday, April 21st at the Fort 
Lee Museum at 1:00 p.m. The Fort Lee Film Commission will be 
conducting a walking tour of Main Street.  Free film history maps 
will be distributed to all attendees.  For further information 
call 201-693-2763. 
 
 He also stated that in conjunction with the Film Commission,  
The Fort Lee High School Drama Program will be performing the 
Keystone Studio Centennial of “Mack and Mabel” on Saturday, May 
18th and Sunday May 19th at the Fort Lee High School Auditorium. 
Tickets are $10.00 with performance times as follows: 
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 May 18th: 7:30 p.m. 
     May 19th: 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
 
 All proceeds will go for programming for the Fort Lee High 
School Drama Department.  For further information including 
advertising space in the playbill call 201-693-2763. 
 



 He offered congratulations to the Starr family at 555 North 
Avenue, whose son graduated boot camp and is now an official 
Marine.  He wished him well. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – stated that last weekend he was able to 
attend both the National and American Little League opening days. 
 
 He added that this Saturday, the girl’s softball league 
commences at Van Fleet Park at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced that on Tuesday, May 8th the 
Environmental Committee will be dedicating a cheery tree to Frank 
Raimondo at the Lewis F. Cole Middle School at 1:00 p.m.  He was 
an educator who did a lot of great things for the Borough.   
 
 She announced that on Sunday, April 22nd at 2:00 pm, The Fort 
Lee Public Library will welcome guitarist Jonathan Trotta who will 
take listeners on a journey through different historical periods 
and different places around the world.  
 
 She also announced that District 37 Assemblywoman Valerie 
Huttle will be at Borough Hall on Tuesday, May 21st at 6:00 p.m. 
to discuss any matter that residents want to talk about. 
 
 She further announced that on Sunday, June 10th there will be 
a household Hazardous Waste disposal day at Bergen Community 
College.  Identification is required. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – announced that The United Homeowners will be 
hosting an event at the library on Wednesday, April 25th at 7:30 
p.m.  The guest speaker will be Freeholder Joan Voss who will 
address the work of the Bergen County Freeholders and the many 
county services that are offered.  A donation of non-perishable 
food is requested if attending the event. 
 
 He also attended the American Little League opening day 
ceremonies.  A presentation was made to last year’s champion team 
(UNICO).  It was a great day and it was a very well attended 
event.  He thanked all the volunteers who continue to make the 
Borough a great place. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 
public for discussion. 
 
Speaker    Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson        .Ord. #2012-13               Mr. Cohen 
1560 West St.                                     Mr. Pohan 
                                                  Mr. Cervieri 
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Tom Meyers           .Thanked the Mayor and        Mr. Sohmer 
1590 Anderson Ave.     Council/Borough Administrator 
                       for Letting Him Use the Council  
                       Chambers This Past Weekend for 
                       The Showing of “To Kill to a 
                       Mockingbird” Plus the Acting 
                       Troupe “The Hudson Shakespeare Company” 
                       Performed                     



 
                     .Statue Fundraising           Mr. Cervieri 
  
 
 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 
Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Cervieri, and there being 
no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 
objections at 9:20 p.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, March 8, 2012 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 



                Goldberg, Sargenti 
 
 ABSENT:  Council Members Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
                    Joseph Iannaconi, CFO 
                    Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that consistent with his policy in 
keeping the public informed that the Redevelopment Area 5 
development hearings are ongoing.  All meetings related to the 
east and west parcels are being conducted at the Jack Alter Fort 
Lee Community Center.  They’re being conducted by the Planning 
Board which is in the midst of reviewing Fort Lee Redevelopment 
Associates (FLRA) site plan application for the east parcel which 
predominantly deals with their application for high rise 
residential units.  Tucker Development which is for the west side 
will be in front of the Planning Board for a completeness review 
in the near future.  The next meeting is March 12th at 6:00 p.m. 
at which time Tucker’s application for completeness will be heard 
as well as a continuation of the FLRA site plan application.  
Meetings have also been scheduled for March 12th, March 26th and 
April 2nd.  He said these meetings give the public a chance to be 
heard with regard to the development.  The Mayor believes this 
project and related hearings are part of the most significant 
event in the Borough since the opening of the George Washington 
Bridge.  The entire council attends the hearings and he and 
Councilman Pohan are members of the Planning Board. 
 
 On behalf of the entire community he extended his condolences 
to the family of Al Griglio, a former Borough employee as well as 
a long time firefighter for the Borough.  He served for more than 
fifty years and was an honorary Chief of the Fire Department.  He  
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will be sorely missed as he was a part of the fabric of the 
community.  
 
 He said that last week there was major water main break on 
Palisades Avenue.  He said he went to the scene and met with 
United Water representative and was there until 1:00 a.m. He went 
back early next morning and again met with United Water 
representatives.  He was very happy with their response.  Water 
was restored relatively quickly in certain areas, but there were 
some areas where water was lost for upward to twenty four hours.  



United Water made available alternate water sources.  The Borough 
tried its best through its website and the Office of Emergency 
Management website to make information available to the public 
about the incident.  He just wishes more people would sign up for 
NIXLE through the Borough’s website so they can stay informed of 
such type of emergency situations.  People can sign up through the 
Borough’s website at www.fortleenj.org.  The registration process 
takes about a minute.  There is no cost and people can register 
their cell number and/or e-mail address.  Once registered a series 
of questions offers residents what kind of events they want to be 
notified about i.e. emergencies, traffic and community events. 
   
 

PROCLAMATION 
 
PR-1 Anthony J. Massaro (100th Birthday) 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked Mrs. Conway and her husband, Tom, to 
come forward and accept the proclamation for her father Anthony 
Joseph Massaro. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich read the following proclamation. 
 

WHEREAS, Anthony Joseph Massaro, a resident of Fort Lee from 
1957 through 1988, will celebrate his 100th Birthday on March 13, 
2012, and will be joined by his lovely wife, Frances Anne and 
family and friends; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Anthony Joseph Massaro is blessed to have three 

children, Maria, Tony and Frank and five grandchildren, Matthew, 
Andrew, Vanessa, Daniel and Amanda, who he is extremely proud of; 
and,  

 
WHEREAS, Anthony, as a pre-teen, already had a wonderful work 

ethic by assisting his father make deliveries for Taranto’s 
Butcher Store, which was located in the Coytesville section of 
Fort Lee; and,   

 
WHEREAS, Anthony served his country during World War II in 

Europe; and,  
 
WHEREAS, on this momentous occasion, we wish to recognize 

Anthony as a man who is always eager to assist his family, friends 
and neighbors; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Anthony and his wife relocated to their new home in 

Forked River in 1988 where they made many new friends; and,  
 
WHEREAS, that on this most special day, I, Mayor Mark J. 

Sokolich and the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee wish to 
recognize Anthony Joseph Massaro upon the occasion of celebrating 
his 100th Birthday, and honor him for being a shining example of 
how we all envision our life to be as a senior citizen.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the people 
of Fort Lee offer their sincere best wishes to Anthony Joseph  
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Massaro for his continued good health and many more years of 
happiness. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 19, 
2012 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 

http://www.fortleenj.org/


On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 9, 
2012 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
     

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2012-6 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69  
Placement of Four (4) Handicapped Parking Spaces at 1325 Inwood  
Terrace (Municipal/Police Department Parking Lot) 
  
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED "HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES,” 
was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 19, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-7 - Bond Ordinance for Installation of Various 
Handicap Accessible Ramps – Appropriating $225,000.00 and 
Authorizing $213,750.00 in Bonds and/or Notes 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2012-7 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 
THE INSTALLATION OF VARIOUS HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE RAMPS IN AND BY 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $225,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$213,750 OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
April 19, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti 
             
 
Ordinance #2012-8 - To Exceed the Municipal Budget  
Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A.40A:4- 
45.14) 
  
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-8 entitled, “CALENDER YEAR 2012 
ORDINANCE TO EXCED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS LIMITS AND 
TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14),” was introduced 
and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for  
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April 19, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF 2012 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and 



appropriations (available in the office of the Borough Clerk)  
shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2012; and 
 
 Mr. Grant announced that the total amount to be raised by 
taxation is anticipated to be $58,700,922.81.  The total 
anticipated general appropriations for 2012 at introduction is 
$69,391,674.31. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked Mr. Wielkotz to give an overview of the 
introduced budget.  He and Mr. Iannaconi can answer any questions 
that anyone may have during the public participation portion of 
the meeting. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz stated that the spending side of the budget 
(appropriations) is up 1.9% from 2011.  The tax levy increase is 
1.86% over 2011.  Salaries and health benefits are the driving 
forces with regard to the spending side of the budget.  All of the 
operating costs for the fourth and fifth year in a row are less 
than they were in the previous year.  The operating costs are 
$297,000.00 less than last year.  It’s obvious the mechanisms put 
in place by the Mayor and Council and Administration to control 
spending has been very successful for the last number of years.  
He added it’s important and remarkable to note that Fort Lee 
unlike other municipalities based on the economy the last four or 
five years has not had to lay workers off, use gimmicks such as 
furloughs or cut any of its services.  There have been a 
significant amount of retirements across the board and positions 
filled when only deemed critical to serve the taxpayers.  This has 
been very helpful in maintaining the integrity of the financial 
infrastructure of the Borough and being able to provide the best 
service at a minimal cost to the taxpayers. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich thanked Mr. Wielkotz for this comments and 
said there has been an overall community culture that has changed 
over the last four years which includes fiscal scrutiny.  No 
programs or services have been cut during this period.  He’s very  
proud where the Borough stands fiscally as of today.  He believes 
that the Borough’s budget is as strong as any and all 
municipalities in Bergen County based on the services the Borough 
offers.  Bond debt continues to be paid down aggressively.  The 
goal is to continue to strive to make it as low as possible and to 
get it to zero percent or even less.  He’s proud of the governing 
body in being a unified force and also praised Ms. Thomas for all 
of her efforts. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said budget be published in The 
Record in the issue of March 13, 2012. 
 
 The Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby 
approve the following as the Budget for year 2012 available in the 
office of the Borough Clerk): 
 
 The introduced budget was approved on the following roll 
call: 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti 
             
 Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was  
approved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
County of Bergen, on March 8, 2012.  A hearing on the Budget and 
Tax Resolution will be held at Borough Hall, on April 19, 2012 at 
8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget and  
Tax Resolution for the year 2012 may be presented by taxpayers or 
other interested persons. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that he spoke to both Councilman 
Cervieri and Councilwoman Kasofsky who both have provided their 



unconditional support for the budget being introduced tonight. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance #2012-4 – Amending Chapter 388, Vehicles and Traffic, 
Article V Schedules, Section 56, Schedule XII, Taxi Stands 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2012-
4 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388, VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEUDLES, SECTION 56, SCHEDULE XII, TAXI 
STANDS OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti 
             
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-12. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $12,498,563.79 
Capital                                           84,999.52 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                               35,075.00 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,747.50 
Trip Admissions                                      450.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         45,547.46 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
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Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,800.00 
Redemption Account                                97,215.26 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   10,214.24 
Police Justice                                          n/a 
Flexible Spending                                  1,350.00 



 
Total:                                       $12,779,962.77 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Budget Appropriation Transfers - $158,861.00  
 

     
 From     To   

 Legal O/E  
 $       
8,861.00    Administration O/E  

 $          
930.00  

 Road Repairs O/E  
 $     
50,000.00    Collection of Taxes O/E  

 $          
735.00  

 Street Lights O/E  
 $   
100,000.00    Assessment of Taxes  O/E  

 $            
24.00  

    Mt. Laurel Housing O/E  
 $       
6,289.00  

    Construction Code Official O/E  
 $          
478.00  

    Group Insurance O/E  
 $       
7,558.00  

    Ambulance Corps O/E  
 $       
2,227.00  

    Garbage O/E  
 $       
9,585.00  

    Public Buildings &   

    Grounds O/E  
 $      
18,546.00  

    Auto Repair O/E  
 $      
24,727.00  

    Senior Citizens    

    Special ServicesO/E  
 $       
2,712.00  

    Senior Citizens O/E  
 $       
9,481.00  

    Community Center O/E  
 $          
365.00  

    Parks & Playgrounds O/E  
 $          
782.00  

   
 Cultural & Heritage Affairs 
O/E  

 $       
3,954.00  

    Electric O/E  
 $      
64,522.00  

    Sewer System O/E  
 $            
14.00  

    Gasoline O/E  
 $       
4,427.00  

    FICA  
 $       
1,505.00  

     
 TOTAL:   $ 158,861.00     $ 158,861.00  
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CA-3 - Approving Resignation Notice from Karen Brookner, Inventory  
Control Clerk for the Senior Citizen’s Department – Retroactive to 
March 1st 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Karen Brookner, Inventory Control Clerk 
of the Senior Center has submitted her resignation notice dated 
February 1, 2012 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Brookner’s resignation will be 
effective March 1, 2012 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 
 



CA-4 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s Engineering South Hackensack,  
New Jersey, Construction Inspection Services for Borough-Wide 
Handicap Accessible Ramp Improvements at Various Locations - Fee  
Not to Exceed $22,000.00   
 
   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
   OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 
resolution, the Borough authorized the award of a contract to 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to provide design 
engineering services related to the installation of American 
Disability Act (“ADA”)-compliant handicap ramps at various 
locations throughout the Borough as recommended by the Borough’s 
Department of Public Works; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 
perform construction inspection services with regard to the 
installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps at various locations 
throughout the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the project to install of ADA-compliant handicap 
ramps in the Borough is being funded by Bergen County Community 
Development; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Boswell 
McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform engineering design 
services only in accordance with its proposal, dated October 25, 
2011, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the performance of construction inspection 
services for the installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps in 
the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
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Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Boswell for a lump sum fee of $22,000, and the 
contract for such professional engineering services is awarded 
pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; 



and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for professional 
engineering services related to the provision of construction 
inspection services for the installation of ADA-compliant handicap 
ramps in the Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and 
the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 
professional engineering services related to the performance of 
construction inspection services for the installation of ADA-
compliant handicap ramps in the Borough, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated October 25, 2011, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, for a lump sum of $22,000.00, and the terms and provisions 
of the agreement by and between Boswell and the Borough, dated as of 
January 1, 2011, for services as the Borough Engineer. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-5 - Awarding Non-Fair and Open Contract and Accepting Proposal  
from Robert McNerney of McNerney Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey 
to Provide Professional Appraisal Services for Property Located at 
2151 Linwood Avenue Block 5151, Lot 1 - $7,500.00 
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        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 
        THE PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 2115 Linwood 
Avenue (“Property”) in the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) filed a 
complaint with the Tax Court challenging the Borough’s total 
assessment for the property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed appraiser to provide professional appraisal 
services related to the complaint filed with the Tax Court 
challenging the Borough’s total assessment for the Property; and 
 



 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 
McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 
professional appraisal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 
services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 
the Property; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 
McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the retention of McNerney to provide professional 
appraisal services is pursuant to a non-fair and open process in 
accordance with the provisions of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 
Law, McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) 
days prior to the award of a contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.26 a Political Contribution Disclosure Form, a 
Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 
reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 
the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 
any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 
Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 
by McNerney and shall be placed and maintained on file at the 
office of the Borough Clerk; and  
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 WHEREAS, the owners of the Property in the Borough filed a 
complaint with the Tax Court challenging the Borough’s total 
assessment for the property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 
of the Property, also known as Block 5151, Lot 1, on the tax map 
of the Borough, there exists a need for McNerney to perform such 
appraisal in accordance with its proposal, dated February 7, 2012, 
(Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for these purposes, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 
appraisal with regard to the Property is in the best interests of 



the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 
07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 
appraisal services related to the preparation of an appraisal with 
regard to the Property at a cost of $7,500.00, in accordance with 
its proposal, dated February 7, 2012, attached hereto and made a 
part hereof. 
 
 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract awards shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
current funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Payment to Academy Electrical Contractors,  
Inc., Westwood, New Jersey for Emergency Generator Repairs Made to 
the Lower Main Street Sanitary Sewer Pumping Station - $104,988.00 

 
WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists to the safety and 

welfare of the public by the way of a potentially hazardous 
condition from the failure of the existing emergency generator at 
the Lower Main Street Sanitary Sewage Pumping Station; and  

 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that the generator is 

irreparable and there is an immediate need to replace the 
generator exists; and 
 
     WHEREAS, said the failure of the existing generator was 
declared an extreme emergency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Assistant Engineer, the 
Superintendent of the Department of Public Works, and the Borough 
Sewer Foreman, Academy Electrical Contractors will provide 
services to provide and install said generator, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to Academy Electrical 
Contractors, Inc., 20 Carver Avenue, Westwood, New Jersey 07675 in 
the amount of $104,988.00 for the purchase and installation of an 
Onan 300Kw replacement emergency generator; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of  
the Borough Clerk and such funds are available under capital  
account #04-2150-55-1023-021. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Purchase of Various Police Department Computer  
Equipment Through Hewlett-Packard Company, Omaha, Nebraska, 
Through State Contract #70262 - $180,654.88 
 



WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Police Department is 
desirous of purchasing various computer equipment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the computer equipment is available from Hewlett-
Packard Company through New Jersey State Contract #A70262 
(WSCA/NASPO PC Contracts 2009-2014); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $36,000.00 and must be authorized by 
resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the purchase of MS Exchange 
Migration and Virtualization Startup equipment plus various 
project related HP computer equipment and software, from Hewlett-
Packard Company, Government Product Sales, 10810 Farnam Drive, 
Omaha, Nebraska 68154, in the amount of $180,654.88; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through a 
Department of Justice Technology Grant and the Police Department’s 
Confiscated Funds Account. 

 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications  
and Advertise for Bids for Generators for the Bluff Road and 
Valley Street Pump Stations 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  
 
     .New Generator for Bluff Road Pump Station  
     .Relocating Bluff Road Generator and Re-Installing the 
       Generator at the Valley Street Pump Station 
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CA-10 - Authorizing Purchase of a 2012 Ford F550 Chassis Cab &  
Options from Ditschman/Flemington Ford, Flemington, New Jersey, 
Through State Contract #A79113 - $50,829.00  
 

WHEREAS, the Fire Department has requested the purchase of a 
2012 Ford F550 Chassis Cab & Options; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vehicle is available through DFFLM, LLC t/a 
Ditschman/Flemington Ford 215 Routes 202 & 31 Flemington, New 
Jersey via New Jersey State Contract #A79113 T2789; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicle is over the bid threshold 
amount of $36,000.00 and the expenditure must be authorized by  
resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 



Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes the Fire Department to purchase 
the aforementioned 2012 Ford F550 by purchase order from DFFLM, 
LLC, t/a Ditschman/Flemington Ford, 215 Routes 202 & 31 
Flemington, New Jersey, 08822 in the amount of $50,829.00 for the 
vehicle; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through the 
Fire Department’s 2010/2011 capital account.  
 
 
CA-11 - Endorsing and Supporting the Mayor Wellness Campaign 
 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE MAYORS WELLNESS CAMPAIGN 
 

WHEREAS, across New Jersey, communities are facing a rise in 
health care costs; and 

 
WHEREAS, physical activity levels have been decreasing and 

obesity rates increasing; and 
 
WHEREAS, local leaders are looking for ways to promote active 

living, healthy eating, and overall wellness in their communities; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayors Wellness Campaign works with mayors and 

key leaders to shape healthier lifestyles for the men, women and 
children in their communities; and 

 
WHEREAS, communities can work towards the goal of healthier 

citizens and lower health care costs by championing practices and 
programs that promote active living; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayors Wellness Campaign will work to implement 

a comprehensive program of outreach, education and technical 
assistance activities to combat obesity and inactivity issues for 
Fort Lee,  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, New Jersey, ask that all residents of this 
community join us in supporting the Mayors Wellness Campaign; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we encourage the residents of 

Fort Lee to participate in Mayors Wellness Campaign activities to 
promote exercise, eating properly and living healthier and better 
lives.  
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Execution of Memorandum of Understanding  
Between the Borough and PBA Local #245 Settling the 2007  
Through 2010 and 2011 Through 2015 Collection Negotiation  
Agreements, Subject to a Vote on the Text of the Final Contracts 
 
   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE  
   MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF  
   FORT LEE AND THE FORT LEE PBA LOCAL NO. 245 



 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee and the Fort Lee PBA Local 
No. 245 are negotiating the terms and language for a mutually 
agreeable contract for the period January 1, 2011 through December 
31, 2015; and 
 

WHEREAS, a Memorandum of Understanding has been prepared, 
settling the 2007 through 2010 and 2011 through 2015 Collective 
Negotiation Agreements; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Local PBA No. 245 has executed the 

aforementioned Memorandum of Understanding; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee must designate a 

representative to execute the Memorandum of Understanding on 
behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 
execute the attached Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Borough of Fort Lee and the Fort Lee PBA Local No. 245, settling 
the 2007 through 2010 and 2011 through 2015 collective 
Negotiations Agreements, subject to a vote on the text of the 
final Contracts. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street has questions pertaining to 
CA-5, CA-9 and CA-11. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich responded to CA-5, CA-9 and CA-11. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-12 except for 
CA-6 which was removed by Mayor Sokolich for separate vote) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Grant read the following statement from Councilman  
Cervieri: 
 
 “Please arrange for a statement of my support of this 
resolution along with "special thanks to Jan and Peggy for their 
efforts and persistence in getting this done. Also thank the local 
PBA for signing off on the Agreement. Without the good faith 
efforts of both parties this never would have been accomplished 
for the benefit of all of Fort Lee.” 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-A/CA-6 - Authorizing Payment to Gotthold Paving LLC, Edgewater,  
New Jersey for Emergency Sewer Repairs Made on Hoefley’s Lane - 
$5,433.00 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, Emergency repairs must be made to a pipe in a storm 
sewer on Hoefley’s Lane in Fort Lee New Jersey the Superintendent 
of the DPW has determined that this work should proceed 
immediately,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes payment in the amount of 
$5,433.00 to Gotthold Paving P.O. Box 205, Edgewater, New Jersey 



07020; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified to the availability of funds which is on file in the 
office of the Borough Clerk and which funds are available under 
capital account 04-2150-55-1114-091. 
  
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti  
 
 
R-1 – Amending Temporary Capital Budget 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to establish the 

2012 Temporary Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting 
therein the following project, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The 2012 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough 
of Fort Lee is hereby established by the adoption of the schedule 
to read as follows: 
 

Temporary Capital Budget of the 
Borough of Fort Lee 
County of Bergen 

Projects Scheduled for 2012 
Method of Financing 

 
                                    Capital  
               Est.        Imp.                  
Project        Costs        Fund       Bonds 
 
Installation of          $225,000     11,250     213,750 
 Various Handicapped 
 Accessible Ramps 
 
 Section 2.  The Clerk be and is authorized and directed to 
file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of 
Local Government Services Department of Community Affairs, State  
of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of this  
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project for 2012 Temporary Capital Budget, to be included in the 
2012 Permanent Capital Budget as adopted.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti  
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – congratulated Ms. Thomas, and Messrs. Goldberg 
and Cohen who worked long and hard in getting the PBA settlement. 
It has taken five years to get closure for the old and current 
contracts. 
 
 He spoke to the ongoing FLRA application as well as the 
forthcoming Tucker Development application for completeness.  He 
said if people cannot make it to the hearings there is a lot of 
useful information that has been posted on the Borough website 
including plan renderings. 



 
 He expressed his condolences to Al Norton whose wife, Helen, 
recently died in a tragic car accident. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – also thanked Ms. Thomas and Mr. Goldberg for a 
job well done. 
 
 He also sent his condolences to Mr. Norton on the loss of his 
wife. 
 
 He said that the NIXLE site is informative as well as being a 
safe website.  NIXLE does not give out any information to third-
party collectors. 
 
 He stated that he attended the film short “The Perils of 
Pauline” this past Sunday at the Fort Lee Historic Park.  He said 
the auditorium was packed.  He congratulated Tom Meyers and Erik 
Nelsen of the PIP for their efforts. 
 
 He spoke to the 2012 Bergen County Hazardous Waste 
Collections events.  The county holds these events throughout the 
year for different types of household goods such as batteries, 
fire extinguishers, insecticides, paints and varnishes et al.  The 
first collection date is Saturday, March 10th at the BCUA which is 
off of Empire Boulevard in Moonachie.  Computers are not accepted 
and must be brought to the Borough’s DPW facility on Jane Street. 
  
 
Councilman Goldberg – highlighted some of the upcoming Film and 
Cultural events ongoing in the Borough including the Fort Lee 
Museum opening reception for the “Reel Jersey Girls”.  Also on 
April 20th at the PIP auditorium the documentary “Theda Bara: The 
Woman With the Hungry Eyes” will be shown in the evening. 
 
 He also announced that on Friday, April 13th at 8:00 p.m. the 
Fort Lee Film Commission will sponsor a free 50th anniversary 
screening of the Academy Away winning Universal Studio film “To 
Kill a Mockingbird” at 8:00 p.m. in the Municipal Courtroom at 
Borough Hall.  On Saturday, April 14th and Sunday, April 15th, the 
Hudson Shakespeare Company will be putting on a live production of 
“To Kill a Mockingbird” in the Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m.  
Tickets are $10.00 and $5.00 for students and senior citizens.  
Seating is limited.  For further information contact the film 
commission at 201-693-2763.  All proceeds for the events are going 
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to the film  commission Fort Lee student production of “Mack and 
Mabel” which is being held May 18th and May 19th at the Fort Lee 
High School Auditorium. 
 
 He offered his condolences to Al Norton as well as to Harold 
Hersh on the loss of his mother. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – also thanked Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Goldberg 
and Cohen for their efforts in getting the Police Department 
contract settled. 
 
 He stated with the baseball and softball seasons just 
beginning, he wanted to alert drivers to be extra vigilant when 
they are driving by the playing fields. 
 
 He said that the clocks move forward one hour on Saturday, 
March 10th and that this is a good time for people to check their 
fire and carbon monoxide detectors to make sure that they are in 
good working order. 
 



 He also offered his condolences to Al Norton and his family 
on the loss of his wife. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – offered his congratulations to Ralph and Glen 
Zipper who are Fort Lee products and recent Academy Award winners 
for their documentary “Undefeated”.  He’s hopeful that they will 
come back to Fort Lee in the future to offer a program to the 
students showing how they became so successful.  It would be a 
phenomenal treat for the Borough if it comes to fruition. 
 
 He also expressed his deepest condolences to Al Norton and 
his family.  Al gained his respect while running for office.  He’s 
a decent human being and a good family man. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the public for 
discussion. 
 
Speaker     Subject      Response 
 
Ayra Jenkins         .Request for Increased        Mayor Sokolich 
1231 Inwood Terr.      Traffic and Pedestrian 
                       Safety and Accountability/ 
                       Task Force 
 
Tom Bennett          .Posting of Budget Online     Mr. Grant 
262 Riverdale Drive  .Traffic Surveys 
                     .Red Light Traffic Cameras    Mayor Sokolich 
                     .Against Renaming Martha      Mayor Sokolich 
                       Washington Way (MWW) to  
                       Park Place 
 
Robert Donohue       .Praised Mayor and Council    Mayor Sokolich 
2171 Center Ave.       for Handling of Displacement 
                       of Many Residents of Plaza 
                       Gardens 
 
William Shrewsbury   .Request for Volunteers for   Mayor Sokolich 
1487 Anderson Ave.     for American Little League  Mr. Sohmer 
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                     .Spoke to a Reality Show 
                       “Salavation” 
 
                     .Expressed Concern for        Mayor Sokolich 
                       Troubled Children – Wanted 
                       to Help – Building a Home 
                      in NY for Troubled Children 
 
Nina Levinson        .Parking Lots L-2, L-3        Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St.          by Redevelopment Area 5     Mr. Cohen 
 
Diane Sicheri        .Area 5 Application for FLRA  Mayor Sokolich 
1525 12th St.          Including Park, Theater     Mr. Cohen 
                       Amenities (Cost to Borough) Mr. Pohan 
                     .Secondary Traffic            Mayor Sokolich 
                       Intersections 
                     .Parking Lot by Central/      Mayor Sokolich 
                       Bigler 
                     .Against the Renaming of      Mayor Sokolich 
                       MWW to Park Place 
                    
 



 There being no further public discussion, on motion by 
Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Pohan, and there being 
no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned with no 
objections at 9:20 p.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                             Thursday, February 9, 2012 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 



schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich extended his congratulations to the New York 
Giants for winning the Super Bowl this past Sunday.  He mentioned 
this as a football fan and that the Borough is the home of Justin 
Tuck.  On behalf of the community and the governing body he 
congratulated Justin and thanked him for making Fort Lee his home.  
Justin has gone with the Mayor to speak to the kids in the youth 
football program throughout the years.  Justin also runs a very 
inspiring literacy program. 
 
 He stated that February is Black History Month.  He read an 
announcement from the Bergen County Executive and Board of Chosen 
Freeholders which outlines a program being held on Thursday, 
February 23rd at the Bergen County Administration Building, One 
Bergen County Plaza, 5th Floor, in Hackensack at 5:30 p.m.  The 
program is honoring black women in American history and culture.  
The keynote speaker is Dr. Ursula Parrish Daniels.  
 
 He stated that the Planning Board process has commenced its 
hearings on Redevelopment Area 5.  He gave a brief overview of the 
two parcels which consists in total of approximately a little less 
then sixteen acres.  At this point only the east parcel is being 
reviewed by the Planning Board which developer is Fort Lee 
Redevelopment Associates (FLRA).  The next meeting is Monday, 
February 13th, which will then be followed up with meetings on 
February 27th and then March 5th.  All the meetings are being held 
at the Jack Alter Community Center at 7:30 p.m.  The meetings are 
posted on the Borough’s web page.  He added that it’s very 
important that the public participate.  He estimated that there 
were approximately 100 people who attended the first meeting on  
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February 6th.  He’s hopeful that the property will be developed in 
a smart and conscientious manner that’s feasible for the 
redeveloper as well as being feasible from the community 
standpoint with the appropriate benefits and amenities inuring to 
the Borough’s benefit. 
  
 

PRESENTATION 
 

 Fort Lee Board of Education President Art Levine, and Board 
of Education member Linda McCue, were present for this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
 Mr. Levine stated that the School Board referendum question 
was approved by the voters on January 24th.  This is going to 
afford the school district the ability to renovate the 
infrastructure of the schools.  He thanked the Mayor and Council 
for their involvement and vocal support.  On behalf of himself and 
the other Board of Education members and the children of Fort Lee, 
he thanked the Mayor and Council and the residents of the Borough.  
It’s not easy to tell residents that their taxes are going to go 
up, but he really appreciated everyone’s help in getting the 
referendum question approved. 



 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that there is not a more important 
issue in preserving property values in keeping the public school 
system whole and that meant having the referendum question 
approved.  He believes that the Fort Lee School Board of Trustees 
and Fort Lee School Board Administrators conducted themselves in  
a professional manner.  They offered up many community meetings 
and availed themselves to give residents tours of the school 
facilities to show how badly the facilities needed to be upgraded.  
He added that out of the $30,000,000 bond referendum approved 
$10,000,000 is being given to the Board of Education for the 
repairs in the way of a State grant.  He applauded the school’s 
efforts in getting the referendum question approved.  
 
 Ms. McCue stated that is was nice to see a coordinated effort 
between the Mayor and Council and the School Board.  She thought 
it was good for the community to see the cohesion between the two 
entities.  She hopes that this could happen more often based on 
any issues that are at hand at any given time. 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 15, 2011 
Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 5, 
2012 Reorganization Meeting were approved. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 12, 
2012 Executive Session were approved. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 2, 
2012 Executive Session were approved with Council Members Pohan 
and Kasofsky abstaining. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 
 
Ordinance #2012-4 - Amending Chapter 388, Vehicles and Traffic, 
Article V Schedules, Section 56, Schedule XII, Taxi Stands 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2012-4 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 388, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEUDLES, SECTION 
56, SCHEDULE XII, TAXI STANDS OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 8, 
2012. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2012-1 – Amending Salary Ordinance #2010-16 
Establishing Salaries for Department Heads (Supervisor of Senior 
Citizen Activities) - $67,500.00 
 



 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2012-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2010-16 
PROVIDING SALARIES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS (SUPERVISOR OF SENIOR 
CENTER ACTIVITIES.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-2 – Amending Chapter 289-15 Parking Meter Zones  
Established by Adding Metered Spaces on Center Avenue and 
Anderson Avenue at 1400 Anderson Avenue – Eight Total Meters 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289 PARKING, 
ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT 
PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES ESTABLISHED; VIOLATION AND 
PENALTIES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-3 – Amending Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 
Area 5 Pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. 
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 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2012-3 “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE AMENDED REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 
FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND 
HOUSING LAW, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET SEQ.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if the amended plan 
was for the entire project or just for a certain portion of the 
project. 
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that the amendments are for the Tucker 
portion of the project.  These are miscellaneous matters that 
weren’t finished when the original plan was approved.  There are 
no real substantive changes.  There were some matters altered to 
bring them into conformance so that the same rules govern both 
sides of the development. 
 
 Mr. Pohan added that the Redevelopment Plan covers the entire 
site and the amendments being adopted tonight only affect the west 
parcel. 
 



 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $10,128,871.91 
Capital                                           47,014.88 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                         n/a 
Regular Meeting                                   February 9, 2012 
                                                           Page #5  
  
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                               n/a 
Special Dog Account                                  154.00 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             100.00 
Redemption Account                                      n/a 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   52,850.00 
Police Justice                                          n/a 
Flexible Spending                                       n/a 
 
Total:                                       $10.228.990.79 
 
 
CA-2 - Authorizing Commemorative Street Naming of the Corner of  
Main Street and Jones Road to Universal Studio Way 
 
Universal Studio Way Commemorative Street Naming on the Corner of 



Main Street and Jones Road 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 Universal Studio, the largest studio in the world, born in 
Fort Lee, NJ in 1912, built their largest studio to date in 1914 
on Main Street opposite Jones Road.  Here Universal shot such epic 
films as 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (1915), and here studio 
owner and founder Carl Laemmle broke ground for this studio 
himself in 1914.  Though Universal opened the largest studio in 
the world at Universal City in Los Angeles later in 1915, 
Universal retained ownership of the Main Street studio through 
1931 and leased the property to such film pioneers as Samuel 
Goldwyn and Lewis J. Selznick.  On this Main Street movie lot such 
stars as Mabel Normand and Will Rodgers worked and many Fort Lee 
residents were employed on the same lot; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in celebration of the centennial of Universal 
Studio and at the request of the Fort Lee Film Commission, do 
hereby pass this resolution to commemoratively name the 
intersection of Main Street and Jones Road UNIVERSAL STUDIO WAY. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Commemorative Street Naming of the Corner of  
Fifth Street and Washington Avenue to Carl Laemmle Way 
 

Carl Laemmle Way Commemorative Street Naming on the Corner of 
Fifth Street and Washington Avenue 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee as follows: 
 
Film pioneer Carl Laemmle came to the Coytesville section of Fort 
Lee to shoot his first film, HIAWATHA, for his Independent Motion 
Pictures Company (IMP) in 1909.  IN 1912 Mr. Laemmle purchased the 
Champion Studio on Fifth Street and this small studio housed the 
first Universal Studio.  Over the next two years much production 
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took place at this Universal Studio.  In 1914 Mr. Laemmle decided 
to build a larger Universal Studio on Main Street in Fort Lee but 
Universal continued production in the smaller original studio and 
maintained ownership of this building through 1931.   The building 
today remains the oldest surviving studio building in the United 
States; and    
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in celebration of the centennial of Universal 
Studio and at the request of the Fort Lee Film Commission, do 
hereby pass this resolution to commemoratively name the 
intersection of Fifth Street and Washington Avenue CARL 
LAEMMLE WAY. 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of James D. Rumi as a Laborer for the  
Department of Public Works, Grade 9, Step A - $40,540.00 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, due to retirements in the Department of Public 
Works, the Mayor and Council feel the positions should be filled,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that James D. Rumi be hired as a Laborer, 
Grade 9, Step A, with the Department of Public Works, at a base 
salary of $40,540.00, pursuant to the Blue Collar Contract, with 
an effective date of February 21, 2012; and  



 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment is provisional 
pending certification by the State of New Jersey Civil Service 
Commission. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of John Joseph Gallo as a Truck Driver 
for the Department of Public Works, Grade 10, Step A – $42,329.00 
Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, due to retirements in the Department of Public 
Works, the Mayor and Council feel the positions should be filled,   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that John Joseph Gallo be hired as a 
Truck Driver, Grade 10, Step A, with the Department of Public 
Works, at a base salary of $42,329.00, pursuant to the Blue Collar 
Contract, with an effective date of February 21, 2012; and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment is provisional 
pending certification by the State of New Jersey Civil Service 
Commission. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Title Change and Salary Increase for Maria 
Cafasso From Senior Clerk Typist to Principal Bookkeeping Machine 
Operator - $61,500.00 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, Maria Cafasso, Senior Clerk Typist of the Accounts 
Payable Department, has assumed additional duties in the Tax 
Collector’s Office due to a retirement; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, this department has lost through attrition several 
employees and in light of budget considerations,   
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Maria Cafasso will be promoted to 
Principal Bookkeeping Machine Operator, Principal Account Clerk  
(CSC title), with a salary increase from $43,454.00 to $61,500.00, 
effective retroactively to January 1, 2012; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this promotion is provisional 
pending certification by the State of New Jersey Civil Service 
Commission. 
 
 
CA-7 -  Authorizing Salary Increase for Barbara Klein for   
Additional Duties as Senior Clerk Typist/Zoning and  Planning 
Administrator - $63,783.00 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, Barbara Klein, Senior Clerk Typist/Planning 
Administrator of the Planning and Zoning Department, has assumed 
additional duties with respect to the Redevelopment Area #5 
Project,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Barbara Klein will receive a 
$5,000.00 salary increase, effective retroactively to January 1, 
2012, with a base salary of $63,713.00. 
 
 
CA-8 - Awarding Bid to Liberty Harley-Davidson LLC, Rahway, New  
Jersey for Five Police Motorcycles - $42,625.00 (Paid Through the 
Police Department’s Confiscated Fund Account) 
 



      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE 
      OF 2012 MOTORCYCLES FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of five 
new motorcycles for the Borough’s Police Department in performing 
vital municipal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on December 28, 2011, pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 
the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of five new 
motorcycles for the Borough’s Police Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on January 11, 2012, bids were received in response 
to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following bidders:  
 
 Liberty Harley-Davidson, LLC   $42,625.00 
 
 Harley-Davidson of Long Branch, Inc. $45,800.00 
 
 Bergen County Harley-Davidson/BMW  $45,990.00 
 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Liberty Harley-Davidson, LLC (“Liberty”) is in compliance with 
the requirements of the bid specifications and that Liberty 
constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 
purchase of five new motorcycles for the Borough’s Police 
Department; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the purchase of five new motorcycles for the 
Borough’s Police Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Liberty Harley-Davidson, LLC, 12 West 
Milton Avenue, Rahway, New Jersey, is the lowest responsible and 
compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for the purchase of 
five new motorcycles for the Borough’s Police Department in 
accordance with the applicable bid documents and specifications 
for the amount of $42,625.00; and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Liberty for the purchase of 
five new motorcycles for the Borough’s Police Department; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer 
certifies that funds are available for the purchase of five new 
motorcycles for the Borough’s Police Department; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the remaining 
bidders be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 



CA-9 - Authorizing an Increase for the Municipal Court’s Change  
Fund from $200.00 to $400.00 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee do hereby authorize to increase the change fund for the 
Municipal Court, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the change fund for the 
Municipal Court be increased from $200.00 to $400.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this 
resolution along with application be sent to the New Jersey 
Department of Community Affairs for final approval. 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing a Disabled Veteran’s Deduction for Property  
Located at 1014 Morningside Lane, Block 159, Lot 3 – $8,751.36 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to N.J.SA. 54:4-3.31 the Tax 
Assessor has granted a Disabled Veteran’s exemption on property 
located at 1014 Morningside Lane, Block 159, Lot 3; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner Mr. Senft is entitled to full 
real estate exemption commencing for the year of 2011 and 
thereafter, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector-
Treasurer be authorized to issue a refund check in the amount of 
$8,751.36 payable to: 
 

Joseph Senft 
1014 Morningside Lane 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
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CA-11 - Authorizing the Acceptance of a Grant from the South 
Bergen Joint Insurance Fund for Base Accreditation Services and 
Execution of a Grant Agreement for the Police Department - 
$25,000.00 
 
     A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A GRANT FROM  
 THE SOUTH BERGEN JOINT INSURANCE FUND FOR BASE ACCREDITATION  
 SERVICES AND EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commission on the Accreditation of Law 
Enforcement Agencies (“CALEA”) and the State of New Jersey 
Associations of Chiefs of Police offer a program to obtain 
accreditation in order to attain the highest standards of police 
department management;  and 
 
 WHEREAS, the South Bergen Joint Insurance Fund is seeking to 
encourage police departments to pursue such excellence by 
providing a grant in the amount not to exceed $25,000 to support 
the Borough of  Fort Lee’s Police Department’s efforts to attain 
accreditation from New Jersey Chiefs of Police; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief of Police and the governing body believe 
that the attaining of such certification is consistent with the 
goals of the Borough of Fort Lee Police Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief of Police is committed to taking necessary 
action in order to support the accreditation process.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, (Herein After the “Municipality”) in the 
County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
 1. The Mayor, Administrator and Chief of Police are hereby 
authorized to enter into a Grant Agreement with the South Bergen 



Joint Insurance Fund for the receipt of funding in the amount of 
$25,000.00 for the NJ State Chief’s of Police accreditation 
program.  
 
 2. The Municipality agrees to abide by the terms of the 
Grant Agreement to attain certification within two years of the 
date of the agreement. Upon accreditation being obtained, the 
South Bergen JIF will use their normal accreditation discount to 
offset the grant costs.  
  
 3.  If the Municipality does not achieve certification 
within the two year period, the amount of the Grant is due payable 
to the South Bergen JIF within a three year period. 
 
 4. If the Municipality does not achieve the certification 
within the two year period and/or leaves the South Bergen JIF 
before the grant is repaid in full, the amount of the grant is due 
immediately to the South Bergen JIF upon the date of termination 
to the JIF. 
 
 5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for a Loader Backhoe for the 
Department of Public Works 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  
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     .Loader Backhoe for the Department of Public Works 
 
 
CA-13 - Approving Limousine Owner’s License to Amy Lee to  
Establish and Operate Maxon Limousine Inc. at 2455 Lemoine 
Avenue 
 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Amy Lee, to 
establish and operate Maxon Limousine Inc. @ 2455 Lemoine Avenue  
Fort Lee, New Jersey a limousine business in the Borough of Fort 
Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only twelve (12) such 
companies can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently 
there are nine (9) limousine businesses operating; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant and business location has been 
reviewed and approved by the Fort Lee Police Department, Building 
Department and Fire Department, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 
applicable license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized 
and directed to issue a limousine business owner's license to Amy 
Lee d/b/a Maxon Limousine Inc. for the operation of a limousine 
service from 2455 Lemoine Avenue to include parking of vehicle(s) 
at the same address. 
 
 
CA-14 - Approving Place-to-Place Liquor License Transfer for 
Queens Recipe Inc. From 2151 Lemoine Avenue to 89 Main Street 
 
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Queens Recipe Inc. 
for a place-to-place transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption 



license number 0219-33-050-004, located at 2151 Lemoine Avenue, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form for transfer is 
complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and 
the applicant has complied with N.J.S.A. Title 33, and the license 
has been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said application has been approved by the Building 
Sub-Code Official and the Fire Official for transfer, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve, effective February 9,  
2012, the place to place transfer of the aforesaid Plenary Retail 
Consumption license, to include the premises located at 89 Main 
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 
CA-15 - Approving Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From 
Anastasios Papavasiliou to Kiritkuma Rana (Inactive Plenary Retail 
Distribution License) 
  
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- 
person transfer of plenary retail distribution license 0219-44-
035-005, heretofore issued to Anastasios Papavasiliou of Fort Lee, 
Inc., (Inactive) located at a mailing address of 1111 Buckingham 
Road, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
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 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee does hereby approve the person-to-person 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail distribution license to 
Kiritkuma Rana (Inactive) at a mailing address of 39 Irving Place, 
Passaic, New Jersey 07055 effective February 9, 2012 and does 
hereby direct the Municipal Clerk to endorse the license 
certificate to the new ownership. 
 
 Tom Meyers, 1590 Anderson Avenue, thanked the Mayor and 
Council for the commemorative street naming resolutions with 
regard to CA-2 and CA-3. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-4 and CA-5.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich responded to her inquiries. 
 
 Ms. Levinson also congratulated the people who received 
raises with regard to CA-6 and CA-7. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich responded to her comment with regard to CA-6 



and CA-7. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri asked why CA-10 needed to be on the consent 
agenda. 
 
 Mr. Grant replied that it’s required by law for the governing 
body to vote on a total disabled veteran’s tax deduction. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 - Awarding Contracts to Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie,  
LLP, Dario, Yacker, Suarez & Albert, LLC, Florio & Kenny, LLP, 
Nowell Amoroso Klein Bierman, P.A. and Joseph Ariyan, Esq., to 
serve as the Borough’s Conflict Counsel for 2012 (As-Needed Basis)  
  
 Mayor Sokolich explained the RFQ procedure so as to why the 
firms who are on tonight’s agenda are being awarded contracts. 
 
 He added that the firms would only be used on an as-needed 
basis when there are conflicts with any of the other Borough 
appointed professionals.  They would be paid no more in 
compensation than any attorney that they are replacing. 
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 Mayor Sokolich nominated the above listed legal professionals 
to be the Borough’s Conflict Counsels for 2012 to be used on an 
as-needed basis. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING  
       THE AWARD OF CONTRACTS FOR PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SERVICES 
 

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain the services of a 
licensed attorney to serve as the Borough’s Conflict Counsel and 
provide professional legal services as may be required to the 
Borough during 2012; and 
  
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged  
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for 

Qualifications on January 17, 2012, soliciting proposals for the 
performance of professional legal services as the Borough’s 
Conflict Counsel during 2012, and received proposals on January 
31, 2012; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of the 



following counsel to perform professional legal services as 
Conflict Counsel to the Borough during 2012: 
 
 Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie, L.L.P. 
     2200 Fletcher Avenue 
     9W Office Center 
 Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
 Florio & Kenny, LLP 
     5 Marine View Plaza – Suite 103 
 Hoboken, New Jersey 07030 
 
 Nowell, Amoroso, Klein, Bierman, PA 
     155 Polify Road 
 Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 
 
 Dario, Yacker, Suarez & Albert, LLC 
     345 Union Street 
     Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 
  
 Joseph M. Ariyan, Esq, LLC 
     594 Valley Health Plaza 
 Paramus, New Jersey 07652   
 
; and 
 
 WHEREAS, each of the above attorneys possesses the requisite 
expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 
legal services as may be necessary by the Borough in the event of 
a conflict; and  
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 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of authorizing the award of 
a contract to each of the attorneys listed above for professional 
legal services as the Borough’s Conflict Counsel during 2012 in  
 
accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contracts for professional legal services to be 
performed by conflict counsel are awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that funds are available 
for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of contracts by the Borough to each of 
the attorneys listed above for the provision of professional legal 
services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of these contract are necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of the Borough 
of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
 
 1. That the following attorneys shall be and are hereby 
appointed to serve as Conflict Counsel to the Borough and perform 
such professional legal services as may be necessary during 2012: 
 
 Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie, L.L.P. 
     2200 Fletcher Avenue 
     9W Office Center 



 Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
 Florio & Kenny, LLP 
     5 Marine View Plaza – Suite 103 
 Hoboken, New Jersey 07030 
 
 Nowell, Amoroso, Klein, Bierman, PA 
     155 Polify Road 
 Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 
 
 Dario, Yacker, Suarez & Albert, LLC 
     345 Union Street 
     Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 
  
 Joseph M. Ariyan, Esq, LLC 
     594 Valley Health Plaza 
 Paramus, New Jersey 07652 
 
 2. That each attorney is specifically placed on notice that 
it will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action 
regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the award of a contract to all such 
attorneys shall be published in accordance with the requirements of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 4. That the Borough Clerk is authorized and directed, in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to 
cause this Resolution for the award of the contracts to be filed  
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and available for inspection at the offices of the Clerk. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
  
 
R-2 - Authorizing a 8th Amendment to the Settlement Agreement   
With FLRA and Tucker Extending the Time Period for Adoption of  
Amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5  
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on R-2, R-3 and R-4 and left the 
podium. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that there are three resolutions on 
tonight’s agenda that deal with Tucker Development.  Tucker at 
this point is synonymous with the west parcel which is being 
called the mixed use development which is bordered by Lemoine 
Avenue. 
 
 He explained in detail the three resolutions that are before 
the Mayor and Council for expected action tonight. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A EIGHTH AMENDMENT TO  
THE SETTLEMENT AND ESCROW AGREEMENT BY AND AMONG THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE (THE “BOROUGH”), TDC FORT LEE, LLC AND TUCKER DEVELOPMENT 
AND ACQUISITION FUND, L.P. (“TUCKER”) AND FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATES, LLC (“FLRA”) DATED APRIL 15, 2011 REGARDING 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW 
JERSEY 
 

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into a Settlement and Escrow 
Agreement (the “Agreement”) on April 14, 2011; and  



 WHEREAS, Section 1.iv. of the Agreement includes a condition 
that within sixty (60) days of the designations of Tucker as 
conditional redeveloper of the West Parcel and of FLRA as 
conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel, the Borough shall 
adopt amendments to the redevelopment plan for Redevelopment Area 
5 (the “Redevelopment Plan”) incorporating the Additional Terms 
and Conditions in Section 2 of this Agreement set forth 
hereinafter, which amended Redevelopment Plan shall also contain a 
provision that prior to submission of any application to the 
Borough Planning Board for development approvals, FLRA or Tucker, 
individually as the case may be, must have entered into a fully 
executed redevelopment agreement with the Borough pursuant to 
Sections 3 and 4 of this Agreement, as the case may be.  The 
Parties shall not execute any redevelopment agreements until the 
process to amend the Redevelopment Plan has been completed; and  

WHEREAS, on June 10, 2011, the Parties entered into an 
Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending the 
timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the Redevelopment 
Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 from sixty (60) days to ninety (90) 
days; and  

 
WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Parties entered into a Second 

Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending the 
timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the Redevelopment 
Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional sixty (60) days 
until September 15, 2011; and  
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WHEREAS, on September 15, 2011, the Parties entered into a 
Third Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 
the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 
thirty (30) days until October 15, 2011; and  

 
WHEREAS, on October 15, 2011, the Parties entered into a 

Fourth Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 
the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 
thirty (30) days until November 10, 2011; and  

 
WHEREAS, on November 10, 2011, the Parties entered into a 

Fifth Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 
the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 
thirty (30) days until December 15, 2011; and  
 

WHEREAS, on December 15, 2011, the Parties entered into a 
Sixth Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 
the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 
thirty (30) days until January 19, 2012; and  

 
WHEREAS, on December 22, 2011, the Borough approved an 

ordinance adopting an Amended Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 
Area 5; and  

 
WHEREAS, on January 19, 2012, the Parties entered into a 

Seventh Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 
the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 
thirty (30) days until February 9, 2012; and  
 

WHEREAS, Sections 3 and 4 of the Agreement includes a 
condition that the Borough, FLRA and Tucker shall employ their 
best efforts to negotiate and execute the respective redevelopment 
agreements within ninety (90) days of the respective designations 
of Tucker and FLRA as conditional redevelopers by the Borough; and  



 
WHEREAS, on February 2, 2012, the Borough and FLRA executed a 

redevelopment agreement for the East Parcel 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Tucker have been working diligently 
to meet the terms and conditions of the Agreement, including those 
contained in Sections 3 and 4 of the Agreement and additional time 
is required for the Borough to negotiate and execute redevelopment 
agreements with Tucker; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 
Council that it hereby approves and authorizes the execution, by the 
appropriate Borough officials, of a Eighth Amendment to the 
Settlement and Escrow Agreement, for a further extension of the 
timeframe set forth in Sections 3 and 4 of the Settlement and 
Escrow Agreement for an additional period, which will expire on 
March 8, 2012. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Eighth Amendment shall be in 

the form similar to that attached hereto, subject to the execution 
of such amendment by the others parties. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect 

immediately.  
  
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
Regular Meeting                                   February 9, 2012  
                                                          Page #16 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-3 - Authorizing the Extending the Conditional Designation of  
Tucker as Redeveloper for the West Parcel  
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
EXTENDING THE DESIGNATION OF TUCKER DEVELOPMENT AND ACQUISITION 
FUND, L.P. AND TDC FORT LEE, LLC AS CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER OF 
BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.01, ALSO KNOWN AS THE WEST PARCEL, LOCATED IN 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the “Borough”), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 
Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “LRHL”), did 
designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of Fort 
Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need of 
redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 
border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 
Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 
Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 
Avenue; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 
Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 
for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of the 
Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 
Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  



 
 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 
Redevelopment Area 5 , the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee 
approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots for 
financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington Way 
(hereafter referred to as the “East Parcel”) and constituting Block 
4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the second 
parcel (hereafter referred to as the “West Parcel”) constituting 
Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 
redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for 
both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 
these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 
East and West Parcels; and 
 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 
of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”), which RFQ/P 
was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 
submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 
to July 31, 2009; and  
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WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 
to the RFQ/P from: 

• The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East 
and West Parcels 

• Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 
• Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East 

Parcel 
• Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for 

West Parcel; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough retained professionals in the areas of 
law, planning, finance and engineering to review the proposals and 
these professionals met with each proposer and also requested 
additional information from each of the proposers as a result 
thereof; and  

 
WHEREAS, each of the proposers, other than The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., provided supplemental 
information in response to the Borough’s questions and requests 
for additional information;  and 
 

WHEREAS, at the invitation of the Borough, each proposer made 
a public presentation regarding its proposal in December 2009, and 
entertained questions and answers posed by members of the public 
and the Governing Body; and 

 
WHEREAS, on December 28, 2009, the Borough held an additional 

public comment meeting to hear public comments on all four 
proposals and the presentations made by each proposer; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough met individually with: Amerea 

Development, LLC; Fort Lee Redevelopment Associate, LLC; and 
Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. to review and 
discuss their respective proposals and supplemental information 
submitted; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough did not meet individually with The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., due to their refusal to 



consider changes to their proposal requested by the Borough to 
more closely follow the requirements in the RFQ/P; and  
 

WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 
the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 
response to the Borough’s requests for such information, review of 
the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 
public comments provided at each public presentation and 
subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 
individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 
with its entire professional team, including final reports from 
its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 
Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a 
mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set forth 
in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 12, 2010 and on December 9, 2010, the 
Borough extended the designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 
Associates, LLC as conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 
located in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey for a mixed use smart growth project subject to the 
conditions set forth in the resolutions adopted by the Borough  
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Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development and 
Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 
Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 
multiple issues (the “Redevelopment Litigation”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA’s motion for summary judgment on counts six 
through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 
Borough’s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  
  

WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 
and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development and 
Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 
Lee, Docket #BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public 
Records Act, N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings 
Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to 
public records (the “OPRA Litigation”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 
Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the “Parties”) have been 
involved in active negotiations to settle the Redevelopment 
Litigation and the OPRA Litigation (collectively, the 
“Litigation”) and in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, 
the Parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an 
agreement to settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets 
forth the parties’ understanding and agreement on actions to be 
taken by the parties (the “Settlement Agreement”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, one of the actions to be taken pursuant to  the 
Settlement Agreement is the designation of Tucker Development and 
Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (“Tucker”) as 
conditional redeveloper of the West Parcel only; and 
 
  WHEREAS, on April 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 
authorizing the designation of Tucker Development and Acquisition 
Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC, 799 Central Avenue, Suite 300, 
Highland Park, IL, as conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 
1.01, also known as the West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 
in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; 
and  



 
WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker Development 
and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 
redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West Parcel, 
located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  

 
WHEREAS, on September 8, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker 
Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 
West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until October 15, 2011; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, on October 6, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker Development 
and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 
redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West Parcel, 
located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey until November 10, 2011; and  
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WHEREAS, on November 10, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker 
Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 
West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until December 15, 2011; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, on December 15, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker 
Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 
West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until January 19, 2012; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, on December 22, 2011, the Borough approved an 
ordinance adopting an Amended Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 
Area 5; and  
 

WHEREAS, on January 19, 2012, the Borough adopted a 
resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker 
Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 
West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until February 9, 2012; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Tucker have been working diligently 
to meet the terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement, 
including the Redevelopment Agreement and additional time is 
required for the Parties to finalize this document.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that it hereby extends the designation of Tucker 
Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC, 799 
Central Avenue, Suite 300, Highland Park, IL, as conditional 
redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West Parcel, 
located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey for the reasons set forth herein.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the extension of said 

Conditional Designation is subject to the following conditions: 
 



1. The Conditional Designation is limited to a period from 
February 9, 2012 until March 8, 2012 at which time it 
will automatically expire and be of no further force and 
effect, and the parties will no longer have any 
obligation to the other, except as to final payment of 
Borough costs under the Escrow Agreement required 
herein.  The Borough may, in its sole discretion, extend 
and re-extend the Conditional Designation provided 
sufficient progress is being in negotiation of a 
redevelopment agreement, which determination is at the 
sole discretion of the Borough and which extension must 
be in the form of a duly adopted Resolution of the 
Borough Council. 

2. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 
TDC Fort Lee, LLC and the Borough shall negotiate and 
agree upon the terms and conditions of a redevelopment 
agreement within the period of the conditional 
designation, as such period may be extended by the 
Borough in its sole discretion. 

3. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 
TDC Fort Lee, LLC shall comply with the terms and 
conditions of the Settlement Agreement. 
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4. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 

TDC Fort Lee, LLC agree to pay any and all costs 
incurred by the Borough from the date of the Conditional 
Designation (April 14, 2011) to execution of a 
redevelopment agreement or termination of the 
redeveloper designation, as set forth in the Settlement 
Agreement. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon completion of negotiations 

on a redevelopment agreement the Mayor and Borough Council shall 
review and may authorize execution of any and all related 
documents which the Borough Council may consider necessary or 
useful in order to effectuate the completion and implementation of 
the project. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 
effect immediately.  

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
  
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-4 - Approving Redevelopment Agreement with Tucker Development 
for the West Parcel Parcel  
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A REDEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND TDC FORT LEE, 
LLC AND TUCKER DEVELOPMENT AND ACQUISITION FUND, LLP, THE 
CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER, FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT OF BLOCK 4851, LOT 
1.01, ALSO KNOWN AS THE WEST PARCEL, LOCATED IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 
5, IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the “Borough”), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 
Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “LRHL”), did 
designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of Fort 



Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need of 
redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 
border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 
Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 
Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 
Avenue; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 
Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 
for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of the 
Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 
Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 
Redevelopment Area 5, the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee 
approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots for 
Regular Meeting                                   February 9, 2012 
                                                          Page #21 
 
financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington Way 
(hereafter referred to as the “East Parcel”) and constituting Block 
4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the second 
parcel (hereafter referred to as the “West Parcel”) constituting 
Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 
redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for 
both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 
these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 
East and West Parcels; and 
 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 
of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”), which RFQ/P 
was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 
submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 
to July 31, 2009; and  

 
WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 
to the RFQ/P from: 

• The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East 
and West Parcels 

• Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 
• Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East 

Parcel 
• Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for 

West Parcel; and 
 

WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 
the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 
response to the Borough’s requests for such information, review of 
the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 
public comments provided at each public presentation and 
subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 
individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 
with its entire professional team, including final reports from 
its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 
Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a 



mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set forth 
in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 
 

WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 
in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development 
Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 
Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 
multiple issues (the “Redevelopment Litigation”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA’s motion for summary judgment on counts six 
through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 
Borough’s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint and 
order to show cause entitled Tucker Development Acquisition Fund, 
L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, Docket #BER-L-
5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public Records Act, 
N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 
10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to public records 
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(the “OPRA Litigation”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 
Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the “Parties”) were involved in 
negotiations to settle the Redevelopment Litigation and the OPRA 
Litigation (collectively, the “Litigation”) and in furtherance of 
settlement of the Litigation, the Parties agreed to the terms and 
conditions of an agreement to settle the Litigation, which 
agreement also set forth the parties’ understanding and agreement 
on actions to be taken by the parties (the “Settlement 
Agreement”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, one of the actions taken pursuant to the Settlement 
Agreement was the de-designation of FLRA as conditional 
redeveloper of the East and West Parcels and designation of FLRA 
as conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel only; and  
 

WHEREAS, on April 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 
authorizing the de-designation of FLRA as conditional redeveloper 
of the entirety of Redevelopment Area 5, and designating Tucker as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 
West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  
 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 
authorizing an extension of the designation of TDC Fort Lee, LLC 
and Tucker Development Acquisition Fund, LLP (“Tucker”) as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 
West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, which designation was 
last extended on January 19, 2012 to February 9, 2012; and  

 
WHEREAS, on December 22, 2011, the Borough approved an 

ordinance adopting an Amended Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 
Area 5; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough and Tucker have been working diligently 
to meet the terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement, 
including negotiating a redevelopment agreement; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and Tucker have completed negotiations 
on a redevelopment agreement which will, among other things, sets 
forth the terms and conditions with respect to the redevelopment 
of the West Parcel, the construction of the improvements and the 
payment of certain costs in connection therewith (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Redevelopment Agreement”).   



 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that it hereby that it hereby approves and authorizes the 
execution of a Redevelopment Agreement between the Borough and TDC 
Fort Lee, LLC and Tucker Development Acquisition Fund, LLP as 
conditional redeveloper, for the redevelopment of Block 4851, Lot 
1.01, also known as the West Parcel located in Redevelopment Area 5 
in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to execute any and all documents, including the 
Redevelopment Agreement attached hereto in substantially similar 
form, to effectuate the completion and implementation of the 
redevelopment of the West Parcel, subject to final review and 
approval by the Borough Attorney as to legal form and content. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 

effect immediately.  
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 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in time. 
 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that last week he spent the morning at 
School #1.  The children were treated to a minstrel show in 
celebration of Thomas’ Paine birthday.  This was done through the 
Common Sense Society of the Borough.  He urged everyone to make a 
donation to the Common Sense Society for the Thomas Paine statue 
which is going to be placed in Monument Park in the near future.  
The donations can me mailed to Tom Meyers, Chairperson, at 309 
Main Street. 
 
 He added that today he and the Mayor were at School #1 and 
did a reading of the “Cat in the Hat” for grades K through 2. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – had no report tonight. 
 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced the following library events. 
 
 Sunday, February 12, at 2:00 p.m. will showcase the one woman 
play: Lady Bird, Pat & Betty: Tea for Three which offers portraits 
of three formidable first ladies.  Emmy Award-winning actress 
Elaine Bromka takes on the personae of Lady Bird Johnson, Pat 
Nixon, and Betty Ford in this thought-provoking perspective on the 
politics of love, devotion, and first “ladydom”.   
 



 Saturday, February 18, at 2:00 p.m. when Linda Ipanema also 
known as the "Queen of Dixieland”, will be performing New Orleans 
style Dixieland and bluesy ballads.  She’s considered one of the 
foremost singers of Dixieland jazz. 
 
 She stated that she along with Councilman Sohmer attended a 
special needs seminar a couple of months ago.  In relation to that 
seminar there is a New Jersey Special Needs Registry which helps 
people during times of disaster.  People can register for this 
program by dialing 2-1-1. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – wished everyone a forthcoming happy 
Valentine’s Day. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – stated that he and the governing body members try 
to attend as many events as possible.  He praised the governing 
body members for always being available, sometimes on very short 
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to attend events with him.  He’s grateful for everyone’s 
accessibility. 
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 
public for discussion. 
 
 
Speaker   Subject        Response 
 
Nina Levinson     .Redevelopment Area 5/         Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St.       Building Plans              
 
                  .Not in Favor of Having        Mayor Sokolich 
                    Two Towers Which is Part of 
                    FLRA’s Site Plan Application 
 
                  .Conflict of Board of          Mayor Sokolich 
                    Education and Planning       Mr. Cervieri 
                    Board Meetings 
 
                  .Requesting Time Warner Cable  Mayor Sokolich 
                    to Televise Redevelopment 
                    Area 5 Meetings 
 
Diane Sicheri     .Redevelopment Area 5/         Mayor Sokolich 
1525 12th St.       Redevelopment Plan -          
                  
                  .Publicizing of Meetings       Mr. Pohan 
                  
                  .Park Area in FLRA Plan/       Mayor Sokolich 
                    Amenities 
                   
                  .Number of Potential           Mayor Sokolich 
                    Children From Multi-Story    Mr. Sargenti 
                    Buildings                    Mr. Sohmer 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 



       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                             Thursday, January 19, 2012 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 5, 2012, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 6, 2012, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2012 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 He stated that he has no report tonight. 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
PR-1 - Historical Committee on Behalf of Henry Hoebel 
 
 Tom Meyers presented a 1930 minute book to the Mayor that  
was found by a crossing guard who wishes to remain anonymous while 
cleaning out Mr. Hoebel’s former residence. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich thanked Mr. Meyers and the anonymous donor who 



returned the book to Mr. Meyers. 
 
 

FIRE CHIEFS’ SWEARING IN CEREMONY (OATHS OF OFFICE) 
 

Mayor Sokolich administered the Oaths of Office to the newly 
elected Lieutenants, Captains, Battalion Chief, Deputy Chief and 
Chief for the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department. 
 

2nd Lieutenants: Richard Onufrey, (Not Present) John Klein 
Sr., Eric Jaikissoon and Pat Peluso 
 

1st Lieutenants:  Thomas Piper, Don Sauvageot, Bryan 
Drumgoole (Not Present) and Chris Richter 
 
 
Regular Meeting                                   January 19, 2012 
                                                           Page #2  

 
Captains: Chris Ipek, Gary Krautmann, Lane Goldstein, and 

Steven Piccinich 
 
Battalion Chief: William Chiappane. His sisters Marie and 

Debbie held the Bible, and pinned on his badge. 
  

Deputy Chief: Mark Sulcov. His daughter, Sara, and his son, 
Steven held the Bible, and his wife, Lisa, pinned on his badge. 

 
Chief: Keith Sabatino. His daughter, Isabella, and his 

mother, Marie held the Bible, and his father, Casper, pinned on 
his badge. 
 

CHIEF’S SPEECH 
 

 Chief Sabatino read the following speech from outgoing Chief 
Jeff Silver who is unable to be here tonight because he’s 
investigating the fire that occurred today in Hopelawn,(Woodbridge 
Township) where a firefighter was killed in the line of duty. 
 
 He requested a moment of silence at this time for the fallen 
firefighter. 
 
 “First I would like to congratulate Chief Sabatino, Deputy 
Chief Sulcov and Battalion Chief Chiappane.  During the past three 
years, I’ve had the pleasure of working with all three of you and 
I hope you have a successful year. 
 
 2011 was another busy year for the Fort Lee Fire Department.  
We handled 1,697 calls.  Some of the more notable calls and events 
of the year were: 
 

- the McCloud Drive working house fire 
 

- the 30” water main break in Englewood Cliffs that left 
most        
of Fort Lee with little or no water pressure 

 
- the car that crashed into a pool on Center Avenue 

 
- Hurricane Irene hit us with heavy rain and strong winds.   

The Fire Department demonstrated its strength and 
dedication, handling 200 calls in 24 hours during the 
storm and its aftermath. We… 

 
- The October snow/ice storm which brought down trees and  

power lines, with power outages all over the borough. 
  
 - the underground transformer fire in a high-rise on Bridge  



       Plaza North 
 
 The past year also saw the completion and delivery of FL3, a 
pumper/tanker which is located at Company #3. 
 
 The Fire Department was an active participant on the 9/11 
Memorial Committee and I am gratified that our hard work has 
resulted in a lasting tribute to the events on 9/11. 
 
 I am sad to say that we lost a member and good friend this 
year, firefighter Donald O’Prandy of Company #4 whose energy and 
personality will be missed. 
 
 The Fort Lee Fire Department is approaching its 125th 
anniversary.  Throughout its history, the Fire Department and its 
volunteers have always met the demands and needs of the growing 
Borough.  I have the utmost confidence that we will continue to  
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provide the highest level of fire protection even with the 
addition of Redevelopment Area 5. 
 
 Thank you to the Mayor and Council for your continued support 
of the Fire Department, they have always provided our members with 
the training and equipment needed to do our job.  I wish all the 
members and their families a safe and happy year.” 
 
 
 Chief Sabatino read the following speech that he gave on 
behalf of himself tonight: 
 
 “First I would like to thank the Mayor and Council for their 
continued support of the fire department.  Thank you for giving us 
the equipment and the funds we need to make the Fort Lee Fire 
Department the best Volunteer department in the county.  I also 
would like to thank Peggy Thomas for her support, and for also 
putting up with us for so many years. 
 
 Following in the footsteps of my father, I joined the 
Hibernia Fire Department in Rockaway, NJ in 1988.  As a young boy, 
I watched as my father rose through the ranks to assistant chief.  
For 25 years, my father gave so much to the fire department, and 
in return, gave so much to me.  Being a firefighter is in my 
blood.  For those of you who are here because of your fathers, as 
I know many of you are, then you know all too well that being a 
firefighter is the legacy of our fathers.  A legacy that you will 
pass on to your own sons and daughters.  So dad, thank you for 
getting me involved; thank you for that legacy.   Because nobody 
knows better the strength of the bonds of that brotherhood than 
those who stand here with me now. 
 
 I would like to thank my family for their continued support 
for the past twenty four years of my fire career.  Thank you for 
keeping dinners warm and parties going until I returned from a 
call. 
 
 Unless you’re fortunate enough to be a member of the fire 
department family, most people don’t really realize the level of 
commitment it takes to become a firefighter; the sacrifices we 
make on a daily basis both personally and professionally; and most 
people can’t believe we do this on a volunteer basis, but we do so  
willingly. 
 
 There’s a big difference in becoming a firefighter and being 
a firefighter.  To be a firefighter you really need to have a 
passion for helping others anytime of the day or night.  Whether 
or not you feel like running out in the bitter cold, the pouring 
rain, the sweltering heat—you do it without even thinking. 
 



 Most people don’t realize how many holidays we run out on, 
birthday parties, anniversaries, dinners, date nights, our kids 
baseball and soccer games, dance recitals.  But we do it without 
question. 
 
 Being a firefighter is so much more than just running to 
fires.  There is the constant training.  Every year we’re required 
to maintain and increase our skill level by taking classes at 
nights, weekends, whenever they’re offered—but we willingly give 
up our time so that we can continue to be firefighters.  Every 
year it seems like there are more and more required classes added 
that we must take in order to be able to put on our turnout gear 
and fight fires.  But we do it. 
 
 Funny thing is, we are not just about putting out fires—we 
help in so other many ways, from literally cats stuck in trees, to  
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flooded basements, to emergencies, to extrications to power lines  
down and so much more. 
 
 We responded to 1696 calls in 2011, most of them are not so 
exciting, but exciting or not, we responded to them all.  The 
residents of Fort Lee, and anyone that travels through this town, 
should feel safe and sleep well knowing that when they dial 911, 
they will have the best Fire Department responding to help them 
with whatever needs they have, any time of the day or night. 
 
 If you look at all the firefighters standing in this room you 
are collectively looking at thousands of dinners missed or 
interrupted, thousands of hours of lost or interrupted sleep, 
thousands of family or friends events missed, thousands of missed 
or interrupted moments.  But we do it without question, and our 
families and friends stand by us, because each and every one of us 
that join the volunteer fire department know that at any second we 
can be called out for some kind of emergency.  
 
 Standing here tonight is the brotherhood of the fire 
department; a brotherhood that is unmatched by anything else out 
there.  The fire department is not an extended family, it is your 
family.  We not only take care of each other, but we take care of 
each other’s family as if they were our own because, in a very 
special way, they really are. 
 
 Sure we have arguments and disagreements like any other 
family, but there is no better feeling, nothing more comforting, 
than knowing that standing behind you are 130 of the most highly 
trained brothers and sisters to fall back on if something happens. 
 
 I would like to thank the members of Company #2 fire house 
for putting me up at Chief and also the entire membership of the 
Fort Lee Fire Department.  A special thanks to 2011 Chief Jeff 
Silver, and all the past Chiefs.  I promise to do the best job 
possible to make 2012 a great year for the fire department.  I 
look forward to working with Deputy Chief Mark Sulcov, Battalion 
Chief William Chiappane, the 2012 Officers, the Police Department 
and Emergency Medical Services. 
 
 There is a saying in the fire service, ‘Everyone goes home.’  
Please let’s have a safe year and continue to make the Mayor, 
Council and the residents proud.” 
 
 Mayor Sokolich praised outgoing Chief Silver for the great 
job that he did in 2011.  He said it was a joy, pleasure and 
privilege to serve with him in 2011.  He added that the Borough is 
also in phenomenal hands with Chief Sabatino for 2012. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess at this point in the 
meeting. 



 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, a short recess was approved at 7:28 p.m. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the meeting was reconvened at 7:38 p.m. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 15, 
2011/January 5, 2012 Recessed Meeting were approved. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2012-1 - Amending Salary Ordinance #2010-16 
Establishing Salaries for Department Heads (Supervisor of Senior 
Citizen Activities) - $67,500.00 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman, 
Kasofsky and carried, Ord. #2012-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #2010-16 PROVIDING SALARIES FOR 
DEPARTMENT HEADS (SUPERVISOR OF SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES),” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
February 9, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-2 - Amending Chapter 289-15 Parking Meter Zones  
Established by Adding Metered Spaces on Center Avenue and 
Anderson Avenue at 1400 Anderson Avenue – Eight Total Meters 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2012-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 289 PARKING, ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING 
LOTS AND PERMIT PARKING, SECTION 15 PARKING METER ZONES 
ESTABLISHED; VIOLATION AND PENALTIES, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 9, 
2012. 
 
 
Ordinance #2012-3 - Amending Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 
Area 5 Pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. 
  
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
, and carried, Ord. #2012-3 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH 
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE 
AMENDED REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 PURSUANT TO 
THE LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET 
SEQ.,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 



 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call and the 
public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for  
February 9, 2012. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
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PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $7,455,028.85 
Capital                                          212,611.13 
Road Improvement Plan                             72,272.62  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                 59,511.75 
COAH Fees                                          6,816.00 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    2,496.00 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         53,503.84 
Special Dog Account                                  383.00 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                              75.85 
Redemption Account                                      n/a 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    9,959.60 
Police Justice                                          n/a       
Flexible Spending                                       n/a 
 
Total:                                        $7,872,658.64 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Application for Eric Hodge for Fire  
Company #2 and Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Leo Spina 
for Fire Company #3 
 
 The firefighter application for Eric Hodge and auxiliary 
firefighter application for Leo Spina were approved. 
 



 
CA-3 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Barbara Wyman, Senior  
Citizen’s Director – Effective February 1st 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Barbara Wyman, Director of the Senior 
Citizens Center, has submitted a retirement notice to the Mayor 
and Council and they have accepted same; an approval letter has 
been received by the Division of Pensions; and    
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Wyman’s retirement will be effective 
February 1, 2012 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
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CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Police Department Lt.  
Scott Bendul - Effective February 1st 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Lieutenant Scott Bendul of the Police 
Department has submitted a retirement notice dated December 27, 
2011 and the Mayor and Council have accepted same; and    
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Lieutenant Bendul’s retirement will be 
effective February 1, 2012 with the Borough of Fort Lee.   
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing a Three-Month Leave of Absence for Diran  
Jebejian, Emergency Telecommunicator for the Police Department 
Through March 31, 2012 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Diran Jebejian, Public Safety 
Telecommunicator with the Communications Center, has submitted a 
request dated December 7, 2011, requesting a leave of absence, and 
the Mayor and Council have accepted same for a period of three 
months; and    
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Mr. Jebejian’s leave of absence shall be 
granted for a period of three months, commencing January 1, 2012 
through March 31, 2012.     
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Hiring of Crissa Skarimbas as the Supervisor of 
Senior Citizen Activities - $67,500.00  
 
 WHEREAS, due to Barbara Wyman’s retirement at the Richard A. 
Nest Senior Citizens’ Center, the Mayor and Council have 
determined that the vacancy should be filled,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Crissa Skarimbas be hired to the full 
time position of Supervisor of Senior Citizen Activities in the 
Senior Center, with an effective starting date, retroactive to 
January 11, 2012; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department 
of Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $67,500.00 in 
compliance with the Salary Ordinance of the Department Head 
Contract.   
 
 
CA-7 - Amending the Ambulance Service Fee Schedule for Services 
Provided by the Fort Lee Ambulance Corp 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE   
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AMENDING THE FEE SCHEDULE 
FOR SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE FORT LEE 



AMBULANCE CORP IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 
132, AMBULANCE SERVICES, OF THE MUNICIPAL 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 
WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to amend the fee schedule for 
services performed by the Fort Lee Ambulance Corp (“Ambulance 
Corp”); and 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to Ordinance #2008-44, 
the Mayor and Council created the Ambulance Corp, a municipal 
billing ambulance service; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough bills for all services provided by the 
Ambulance Corp in accordance with the terms and conditions set 
forth Chapter 132, Ambulance Services, of the Municipal Code of 
the Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 132, Ambulance Services, 

of the Municipal Code, the Borough is required to establish a fee 
schedule for all services provided by the Ambulance Corp, which 
fee schedule may be amended from time to time in the sole 
discretion of the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS, the current fees are listed below: 
 

a. Basic Life Support Transport - $650.00 plus mileage 
 

b. Loaded Mileage Charge - $12.00 per mile 
 

WHEREAS, the amendment of the fee schedule for services 
provided by the Ambulance Corp is in the best interests of the 
Borough and is necessary for its efficient operation, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
1. The fee schedule for services provided by the Ambulance 

Corp shall be amended to provide for increase in fees as follows: 
 
a. Basic Life Support Transport (“BLS”) - $700.00 plus 

mileage 
 
b. Loaded Mileage Charge - $14.00 per mile 
 

 2. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Lodging of Fort Lee, LLC at 2300 Route 4 West, Block 6451 Lot 1, 
QB02 for Tax Years 2010 and 2011  
 
 WHEREAS, Lodging of Fort Lee, LLC is the owner and taxpayer 
of property located at 2300 Route 4 West, also known as Block 
6451, Lot 1 (and Qualifier B02); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for 2010 and 2011 
against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Lodging of 
Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which are presently pending 
in the Tax Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 
Attorney, the Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that 
these matters be settled at this time, and that such settlement is 
in the best interests of the Borough, 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 
entitled Lodging of Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that 
the total assessments for tax years 2010 and 2011, will be reduced 
from $6,137,300 to $4,725,000; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by  
the taxpayer. 
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CA-9 - Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for 2012 With  
the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program – $21.00 Per 
Employee 
 

2012 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
Between the Borough of Fort Lee 

     and the County of Bergen 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program, 
hereinafter referred to as the “BCEAP,” a program implemented by 
the County for the purpose of dealing with employees having 
personal problems, including alcoholism, having its office located 
at 327 East Ridgewood Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652-4895; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Department of Health Services and 
the Department of Health and Senior Services of the State of New 
Jersey have expressed a major concern for the development of 
Employee Assistance Program services for municipal governments, 
and private enterprise; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program staff 
is fully qualified to perform the Substance Abuse Professional 
function as specified by the Federal Department of Transportation 
Drug and Alcohol Testing Regulations (DOT Jn, 1995 SAP 
Guidelines); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has expressed its desire to 
have the services of the BCEAP made available to its employees for 
the period January 1, 2012 - December 31, 2012 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
agrees to pay a fee for BCEAP services of $21.00 per employee, per 
year; the total number of employees covered by this agreement 245. 
 

 
CA-10 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Police Department 
Accreditation and for Police Service Weapons 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby authorized and 
directed to obtain specifications and advertise for bids for:  
 
     .Police Department Service Duty Weapons 
     .Police Department Consultant’s Service for Accreditation 
 
 
CA-11 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
Application for VFW Post #2342 at 250 Main Street for a New Roof - 
$50,000.00 



 
WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) in the amount of $50,000.00 has been proposed by VFW Post 
#2342, 250 Main Street, for funds for improvements to the roof of 
the VFW Building, located in the municipality of Fort Lee New 
Jersey; and 
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.   
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 
Specifications and Advertise for Requests for Proposals for a “Red 
Light” Traffic Program 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby 
authorized and directed to prepare specifications and advertise 
for Requests for Proposals for: 
 
 . “Red Light” Traffic Program 
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing the Acceptance of a Grant from the South 
Bergen Joint Insurance Fund for Base Accreditation Services for 
the Police Department - $25,000.00 
 
     A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A GRANT FROM 
     THE SOUTH BERGEN JOINT INSURANCE FUND FOR BASE ACCREDITATION 
     SERVICES AND EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commission on the Accreditation of Law 
Enforcement Agencies (“CALEA”) and the State of New Jersey 
Associations of Chiefs of Police offer a program to obtain 
accreditation in order to attain the highest standards of police 
department management; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the South Bergen Joint Insurance Fund is seeking to 
encourage police departments to pursue such excellence by 
providing a grant in the amount not to exceed $25,000 to support 
the Fort Lee’s Police Department’s efforts to attain accreditation 
from New Jersey Chief of Police; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief of Police and the governing body believe 
that the attaining of such certification is consistent with the 
goals of the Fort Lee Police Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief of Police is committed to taking necessary 
action in order to support the accreditation process, 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee (Herein After the ”Municipality”) in the 
County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
 1.  The Mayor, Administrator and Chief of Police are hereby 
authorized to enter into a Grant Agreement with the South Bergen 
Joint Insurance Fund for the receipt of funding in the amount of 
$25,000 for the CALEA accreditation program. 
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 2.  The Municipality agrees to abide by the terms of the 
Grant Agreement to attain certification within two years of the 
date of the agreement.  Upon accreditation being obtained, the 
South Bergen JIF will use their normal accreditation discount to 
offset the grant plus interest until grant is paid back in full. 
 
 3.  If the Municipality does not achieve certification within 
the two year period, the amount of the Grant is due payable to the 
South Bergen JIF. 
 
 4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately, 
 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to 
CA-10 and CA-12. 
 
 Ms. Thomas responded to CA-10.  Mayor Sokolich, Ms. Thomas 
and Messrs. Cervieri and Sohmer spoke to CA-12. 
 
 Alfred Norton, 1500 Palisade Avenue, asked about CA-12.  
Messrs. Sokolich and Goldberg responded to Mr. Norton’s questions. 
 
 Tom Bennett, Riverdale Drive, spoke against CA-12.  Messrs. 
Sokolich, Cervieri, Pohan and Goldberg replied to his comments. 
 
 Douglas Sugarman, 2100 Linwood Avenue, spoke to CA-12. 
 
 
   There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13) was 
approved unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
459 Main Street, LLC at 459 Main Street, Block 4551, Lots 
3,4,5 for 2010 and 2011  
  
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself from this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 WHEREAS, 459 Main Street, LLC is the owner and taxpayer of 
property located at 459 Main Street, also known as Block 4551, 
Lots 3, 4 & 5; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed tax appeals for 2010 and 2011 
against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled 459 Main 
Street, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in 
the Tax Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 
Attorney, the Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor  that the 
matter be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in the 
best interests of the Borough, 



 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 
entitled 459 Main Street, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the 
assessments for tax years 2010 and 2011 will be reduced from 
$3,045,200 to $2,400,000; and  
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 
R-2 - Awarding Contract to Boswell McClave Engineering, 
Hackensack, New Jersey to Serve as the Borough’s Traffic  
Engineer for 2012 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering as the 
Borough’s Traffic Engineer for 2012. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of engineer for the year 2012 to 
serve as Traffic Engineer on an as needed basis; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, Boswell McClave possesses the requisite expertise 
and skilled personnel required to provide professional traffic 
engineering services required by the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
Open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., by 
issuing a Request for Qualifications for Traffic Engineering 
Services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an RFQ for Traffic Engineering Services was 
previously authorized by the Borough and issued through a “fair 
and open process”  commencing on November 23, 2011 returnable by 
December 22, 2011 and publicly opened on December 23, 2011; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that the 
services of Boswell McClave Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue, 



South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 will be the most advantageous 
to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Boswell McClave 
Engineering, to serve as the Borough’s Traffic Engineer for the 
Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2012; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough received timely and complete 
Qualification Statements from Boswell McClave Engineering   
including a Business Registration Certificate and Certificate of 
Affirmative Action compliance prior to entering into a contract; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 

 
WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Boswell 

McClave Engineering for the provision of professional traffic 
engineering services is in the best interests of the Borough and 
the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the aforesaid firm ise hereby appointed  
as Traffic Engineer for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 
way of the municipal budget to compensate said Traffic Engineers 
on an as needed basis by the Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Traffic 
Engineers for the year 2012 shall be approved and paid in the 
manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
  
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
R-3 - Awarding Contract to Paul Phillips of the Firm Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc., New York, New York, to Serve as 
the Borough’s Planner for 2012 – Fee Not to Exceed $42,750.00  
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Paul Phillips of the firm Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc., as the Borough’s Planner for 
2012. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Borough Planner for 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 
the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 
appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 



Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
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WHEREAS, Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips Preiss 
Shapiro Associates possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional planning services 
required by the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 
Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 
member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 
committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 
the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 
(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 
(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 
that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 
of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 
writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitation of 
qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 
announce the qualifications when awarded; and 
 

WHEREAS, an RFQ for Borough Planner services was previously 
authorized by the Borough and issued under a “fair and open 
process” commencing on November 23, 2011, returnable by December 
22, 2011 and publicly opened on December 23, 2011; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

Borough Planner services of Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, 434 Sixth Avenue, New York, New York, 
10011 will be the most advantageous to the Borough all relevant 
factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Paul Phillips and the 
firm of Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates to serve as Borough 
Planner for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a timely and complete 
Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 

 
WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Paul 

Phillips and the firm of Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates for 
the provision of professional planning services is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 
is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough,  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates said Borough Planner be and is hereby 
appointed as Borough Planner for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 



 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 
way of the municipal budget to compensate said Borough Planner; 
and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Borough  
Planner for year 2012 shall be a fee not to exceed $42,750.00; and 
that all claims shall be approved and paid in the manner set forth 
in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement to be entered 
into between the parties; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a  
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
R-4 - Awarding Contract to Administrative Purchasing Consultants, 
214 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, as the Borough’s 
Purchasing Consultant for 2012 - $75,000.00  
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Administrative Purchasing 
Consultants to be the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant for 2012. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Purchasing Consultant for 2012; and 
 
     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 
the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 
appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation  
within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, Maureen Holtje of Administrative Purchasing 
Consultants possesses the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional purchasing services 
required by the Borough; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 
Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 
member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 
committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 
the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq., and  
 
     WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 
(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 
(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 
that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 
of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 
writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitations of 
qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 



announce the qualifications when awarded; and 
 
     WHEREAS, an RFQ for Purchasing Consultant services was  
previously authorized by the Borough and issued a “fair and open 
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process” commencing on November 23, 2011, returnable by December 
22, 2011 and publicly opened on December 23, 2011; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
Purchasing Consulting Services of Administrative Purchasing 
Consultants, 214 Main Street, 3rd Floor, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
07024 will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant 
factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Administrative 
Purchasing Consultants to serve as the Borough’s Purchasing 
Consultant for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2012; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough has received a timely and complete 
Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 

 
WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to  

Administrative Purchasing Consultants for the provision of 
professional purchasing consulting services is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 
is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, and 

 
     WHEREAS, funds will be available by the way of the municipal 
budget to compensate said Purchasing Consultant,  
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said Purchasing Consultant is hereby  
appointed for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Purchasing 
Consultant for the year 2012 shall be $75,000 as listed below. 
 
     Borough of Fort Lee      $58,500 
 Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center     16,500 
 
; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all claims shall be approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to 
an agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof.    
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
R-5 - Authorizing a 7th Amendment to the Settlement Agreement   
With FLRA and Tucker Extending the Time Period for Adoption of 
Amendments to the Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself related to R-5, R-6, R-7 and R-8 
and left the podium. 



 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SEVENTH AMENDMENT TO 
THE SETTLEMENT AND ESCROW AGREEMENT BY AND AMONG THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE (THE “BOROUGH”), TDC FORT LEE, LLC AND TUCKER DEVELOPMENT 
AND ACQUISITION FUND, L.P. (“TUCKER”) AND FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATES, LLC (“FLRA”) DATED APRIL 15, 2011 REGARDING 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW 
JERSEY 
 

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into a Settlement and Escrow 
Agreement (the “Agreement”) on April 14, 2011; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Section 1.iv. of the Agreement includes a condition 
that within sixty (60) days of the designations of Tucker as 
conditional redeveloper of the West Parcel and of FLRA as 
conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel, the Borough shall 
adopt amendments to the redevelopment plan for Redevelopment Area 
5 (the “Redevelopment Plan”) incorporating the Additional Terms 
and Conditions in Section 2 of this Agreement set forth 
hereinafter, which amended Redevelopment Plan shall also contain a 
provision that prior to submission of any application to the 
Borough Planning Board for development approvals, FLRA or Tucker, 
individually as the case may be, must have entered into a fully 
executed redevelopment agreement with the Borough pursuant to 
Sections 3 and 4 of this Agreement, as the case may be.  The 
Parties shall not execute any redevelopment agreements until the 
process to amend the Redevelopment Plan has been completed; and  

WHEREAS, on June 10, 2011, the Parties entered into an 
Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending the 
timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the Redevelopment 
Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 from sixty (60) days to ninety (90) 
days; and  

 
WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Parties entered into a Second 

Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending the 
timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the Redevelopment 
Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional sixty (60) days 
until September 15, 2011; and  
 

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2011, the Parties entered into a 
Third Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 
the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 
thirty (30) days until October 15, 2011; and  

 
WHEREAS, on October 15, 2011, the Parties entered into a 

Fourth Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 
the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 
thirty (30) days until November 10, 2011; and  

 
WHEREAS, on November 10, 2011, the Parties entered into a 

Fifth Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 
the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 
thirty (30) days until December 15, 2011; and  
 

WHEREAS, on December 15, 2011, the Parties entered into a 
Sixth Amendment to the Settlement and Escrow Agreement extending 
the timeframe for the Borough to adopt amendments to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5 for an additional 
thirty (30) days until January 19, 2012; and  
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WHEREAS, on December 22, 2011, the Borough approved an 
ordinance adopting an Amended Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 
Area 5; and  
 

WHEREAS, Sections 3 and 4 of the Agreement includes a 
condition that the Borough, FLRA and Tucker shall employ their 
best efforts to negotiate and execute the respective redevelopment 
agreements within ninety (90) days of the respective designations 
of Tucker and FLRA as conditional redevelopers by the Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 
terms and conditions of the Agreement, including those contained 
in Sections 3 and 4 of the Agreement and additional time is 
required for the Borough to negotiate and execute redevelopment 
agreements with FLRA and Tucker,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 
Council, that it hereby approves and authorizes the execution, by 
the appropriate Borough officials, of a Seventh Amendment to the 
Settlement and Escrow Agreement, for a further extension of the 
timeframe set forth in Sections 3 and 4 of the Settlement and 
Escrow Agreement for an additional period, which will expire on 
February 9, 2012; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Seventh Amendment shall be 

in the form similar to that attached hereto, subject to the 
execution of such amendment by the others parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 

effect immediately.  
  
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-6 - Authorizing the Extending the Conditional Designation of  
Tucker as Redeveloper for the West Parcel  
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
EXTENDING THE DESIGNATION OF TUCKER DEVELOPMENT AND ACQUISITION 
FUND, L.P. AND TDC FORT LEE, LLC AS CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER OF 
BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.01, ALSO KNOWN AS THE WEST PARCEL, LOCATED IN 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the “Borough”), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 
Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “LRHL”), did 
designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of Fort 
Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need of 
redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 
border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 
Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 
Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 
Avenue; and  
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 
Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 
for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of the 
Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 
Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 
Redevelopment Area 5 , the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee 
approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots for 
financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington Way 
(hereafter referred to as the “East Parcel”) and constituting Block 
4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the second 
parcel (hereafter referred to as the “West Parcel”) constituting 
Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 
redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for 
both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 
these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 
East and West Parcels; and 
 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 
of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”), which RFQ/P 
was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 
submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 
to July 31, 2009; and  

 
WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 
to the RFQ/P from: 

• The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East 
and West Parcels 

• Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 
• Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East 

Parcel 
• Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for 

West Parcel; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough retained professionals in the areas of 
law, planning, finance and engineering to review the proposals and 
these professionals met with each proposer and also requested 
additional information from each of the proposers as a result 
thereof; and  

 
WHEREAS, each of the proposers, other than The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., provided supplemental 
information in response to the Borough’s questions and requests 
for additional information;  and 
 

WHEREAS, at the invitation of the Borough, each proposer made 
a public presentation regarding its proposal in December 2009, and 
entertained questions and answers posed by members of the public 
and the Governing Body; and 

 
WHEREAS, on December 28, 2009, the Borough held an additional 

public comment meeting to hear public comments on all four 
proposals and the presentations made by each proposer; and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough met individually with: Amerea 

Development, LLC; Fort Lee Redevelopment Associate, LLC; and 
Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. to review and 
discuss their respective proposals and supplemental information 
submitted; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough did not meet individually with The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., due to their refusal to 
consider changes to their proposal requested by the Borough to 
more closely follow the requirements in the RFQ/P; and  
 

WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 
the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 
response to the Borough’s requests for such information, review of 
the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 
public comments provided at each public presentation and 
subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 
individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 
with its entire professional team, including final reports from 
its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 
Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a 
mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set forth 
in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 
 

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2010 and on December 9, 2010, the 
Borough extended the designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 
Associates, LLC as conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 
located in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey for a mixed use smart growth project subject to the 
conditions set forth in the resolutions adopted by the Borough 
Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development and 
Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 
Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 
multiple issues (the “Redevelopment Litigation”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA’s motion for summary judgment on counts six 
through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 
Borough’s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  
  

WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 
and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development and 
Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 
Lee, Docket #BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public 
Records Act, N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings 
Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to 
public records (the “OPRA Litigation”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 
Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the “Parties”) have been 
involved in active negotiations to settle the Redevelopment 
Litigation and the OPRA Litigation (collectively, the 
“Litigation”) and in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, 
the Parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an 
agreement to settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets 
forth the parties’ understanding and agreement on actions to be 
taken by the parties (the “Settlement Agreement”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, one of the actions to be taken pursuant to  the 
Settlement Agreement is the designation of Tucker Development and 
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Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 
redeveloper of the West Parcel only; and 
 
  WHEREAS, on April 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 
authorizing the designation of Tucker Development and Acquisition 
Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC, 799 Central Avenue, Suite 300, 
Highland Park, IL, as conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 
1.01, also known as the West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 
in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker Development 
and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 
redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West Parcel, 
located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  

 
WHEREAS, on September 8, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker 
Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 
West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until October 15, 2011; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, on October 6, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker Development 
and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as conditional 
redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West Parcel, 
located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey until November 10, 2011; and  

 
WHEREAS, on November 10, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker 
Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 
West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until December 15, 2011; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, on December 15, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of Tucker 
Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the 
West Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until January 19, 2012; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, on December 22, 2011, the Borough approved an 
ordinance adopting an Amended Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 
Area 5; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 
terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement, including the 
Redevelopment Agreement and additional time is required for the 
Parties to finalize this document,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council, that it hereby extends the designation of Tucker 
Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC, 799 
Central Avenue, Suite 300, Highland Park, IL, as conditional 
redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.01, also known as the West Parcel, 
located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey for the reasons set forth herein.  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the extension of said Conditional 

Designation is subject to the following conditions: 
 
5. The Conditional Designation is limited to a period from 

January 19, 2012 until February 9, 2012 at which time it 
will automatically expire and be of no further force and 
effect, and the parties will no longer have any 
obligation to the other, except as to final payment of 
Borough costs under the Escrow Agreement required 
herein.  The Borough may, in its sole discretion, extend 
and re-extend the Conditional Designation provided 
sufficient progress is being in negotiation of a 
redevelopment agreement, which determination is at the 
sole discretion of the Borough and which extension must 
be in the form of a duly adopted Resolution of the 
Borough Council. 

6. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 
TDC Fort Lee, LLC and the Borough shall negotiate and 
agree upon the terms and conditions of a redevelopment 
agreement within the period of the conditional 
designation, as such period may be extended by the 
Borough in its sole discretion. 

7. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 
TDC Fort Lee, LLC shall comply with the terms and 
conditions of the Settlement Agreement. 

8. That Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. and 
TDC Fort Lee, LLC agree to pay any and all costs 
incurred by the Borough from the date of the Conditional 
Designation (April 14, 2011) to execution of a 
redevelopment agreement or termination of the 
redeveloper designation, as set forth in the Settlement 
Agreement. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of negotiations 

on a redevelopment agreement the Mayor and Borough Council shall 
review and may authorize execution of any and all related 
documents which the Borough Council may consider necessary or 
useful in order to effectuate the completion and implementation of 
the project; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 
effect immediately.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-7 - Authorizing the Extending the Conditional Designation of  
FLRA as Redeveloper for the East Parcel  
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
EXTENDING THE DESIGNATION OF FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES, 
LLC AS CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER OF BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.02, ALSO KNOWN 
AS THE EAST PARCEL, LOCATED IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the “Borough”), in 
accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 
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Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the 
“LRHL”), did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the 
Borough of Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area 
in need of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 
5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 
border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 
Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 
Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 
Avenue; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 
Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 
for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of the 
Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 
Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 
Redevelopment Area 5 , the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee 
approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots for 
financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington Way 
(hereafter referred to as the “East Parcel”) and constituting Block 
4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the second 
parcel (hereafter referred to as the “West Parcel”) constituting 
Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 
redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for 
both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 
these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 
East and West Parcels; and 
 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 
of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”), which RFQ/P 
was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 
submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 
to July 31, 2009; and  

 
WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 
to the RFQ/P from: 

• The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East 
and West Parcels 

• Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 
• Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East 

Parcel 
• Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for 

West Parcel; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough retained professionals in the areas of 
law, planning, finance and engineering to review the proposals and 
these professionals met with each proposer and also requested 
additional information from each of the proposers as a result 
thereof; and  
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WHEREAS, each of the proposers, other than The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., provided supplemental 



information in response to the Borough’s questions and requests 
for additional information;  and 
 

WHEREAS, at the invitation of the Borough, each proposer made 
a public presentation regarding its proposal in December 2009, and 
entertained questions and answers posed by members of the public 
and the Governing Body; and 

 
WHEREAS, on December 28, 2009, the Borough held an additional 

public comment meeting to hear public comments on all four 
proposals and the presentations made by each proposer; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough met individually with: Amerea 

Development, LLC; Fort Lee Redevelopment Associate, LLC; and 
Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. to review and 
discuss their respective proposals and supplemental information 
submitted; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough did not meet individually with The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., due to their refusal to 
consider changes to their proposal requested by the Borough to 
more closely follow the requirements in the RFQ/P; and  
 

WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 
the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 
response to the Borough’s requests for such information, review of 
the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 
public comments provided at each public presentation and 
subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 
individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 
with its entire professional team, including final reports from 
its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 
Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a 
mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set forth 
in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 21, 2010, Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, 

LLC and the Borough entered into an escrow agreement, which was a 
condition of the initial designation; and  

 
WHEREAS, on August 12, 2010 and on December 9, 2010, the 

Borough extended the designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 
Associates, LLC (“FLRA”) as conditional redeveloper of 
Redevelopment Area 5 located in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of 
Bergen, State of New Jersey for a mixed use smart growth project 
subject to the conditions set forth in the resolutions adopted by 
the Borough Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development 
Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 
Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 
multiple issues (the “Redevelopment Litigation”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA’s motion for summary judgment on counts six 
through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 
Borough’s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 
and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development Acquisition 
Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, Docket  
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#BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public Records 
Act, N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, 



N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to public 
records (the “OPRA Litigation”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 
Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the “Parties”) have been 
involved in active negotiations to settle the Redevelopment 
Litigation and the OPRA Litigation (collectively, the 
“Litigation”) and in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, 
the Parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an 
agreement to settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets 
forth the parties’ understanding and agreement on actions to be 
taken by the parties (the “Settlement Agreement”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, one of the actions to be taken pursuant to  the 
Settlement Agreement is the de-designation of FLRA as conditional 
redeveloper of the East and West Parcels and designation of FLRA 
as conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel only; and  
 

WHEREAS, on April 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 
authorizing the de-designation of FLRA as conditional redeveloper 
of the entirety of Redevelopment Area 5 and designating FLRA as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 
East Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  
 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 
authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as conditional 
redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the East Parcel, 
located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  
 

WHEREAS, on September 8, 2011, the Borough adopted a 
resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 
East Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until October 15, 2011; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, on October 6, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as conditional 
redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the East Parcel, 
located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey until November 10, 2011; and  

 
WHEREAS, on November 10, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 
East Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until December 15, 2011; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, on December 15, 2011, the Borough adopted a 

resolution authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 
East Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey until January 19, 2012; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, on December 22, 2011, the Borough approved an 

ordinance adopting an Amended Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 
Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 
terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement, including the 
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Redevelopment Agreement and additional time is required for 
the Parties to finalize this document,  



 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council, that it hereby extends the designation of Fort Lee 
Redevelopment Associates, LLC c/o SJP Residential Properties, whose 
address is 379 Interpace Parkway, Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 
East Parcel located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for the reasons set forth 
herein.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the extension of said 

Conditional Designation is subject to the following conditions: 
 
9. The Conditional Designation is limited to a period from 

January 19, 2012 until February 9, 2012 at which time it 
will automatically expire and be of no further force and 
effect, and the parties will no longer have any 
obligation to the other, except as to final payment of 
Borough costs under the Escrow Agreement required 
herein.  The Borough may, in its sole discretion, extend 
and re-extend the Conditional Designation provided 
sufficient progress is being in negotiation of a 
redevelopment agreement, which determination is at the 
sole discretion of the Borough and which extension must 
be in the form of a duly adopted Resolution of the 
Borough Council. 

10. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC and the 
Borough shall negotiate and agree upon the terms and 
conditions of a redevelopment agreement within the 
period of the conditional designation, as such period 
may be extended by the Borough in its sole discretion. 

11. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC shall comply 
with the terms and conditions of the Settlement 
Agreement. 

12. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC shall 
continue to pay any and all costs incurred by the 
Borough from the date of the initial Conditional 
Designation (April 15, 2010) to execution of a 
redevelopment agreement or termination of the 
redeveloper designation, as set forth in the Escrow 
Agreement. 

13. That the Escrow Agreement executed by Fort Lee 
Redevelopment Associates, LLC and the Borough shall 
remain in full force and effect and if necessary, shall 
be amended and re-executed by the parties consistent 
with the terms of this Resolution and the Settlement 
Agreement. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of negotiations 

on a redevelopment agreement the Mayor and Borough Council shall 
review and may authorize execution of any and all related 
documents which the Borough Council may consider necessary or 
useful in order to effectuate the completion and implementation of 
the project; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 
effect immediately.  

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
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R-8 - Approving Redevelopment Agreement with FLRA for the East  
Parcel 



 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A REDEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND FORT LEE 
REDEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES, LLC, THE CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER, FOR 
THE REDEVELOPMENT OF BLOCK 4851, LOT 1.02, ALSO KNOWN AS THE EAST 
PARCEL, LOCATED IN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5, IN THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, NEW JERSEY  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the “Borough”), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 
Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “LRHL”), did 
designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of Fort 
Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need of 
redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 
border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 
Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 
Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 
Avenue; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 
Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 
for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of the 
Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 
Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as part of an earlier effort to redevelop the 
Redevelopment Area 5, the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee 
approved a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots for 
financing purposes only, one to the east of Martha Washington Way 
(hereafter referred to as the “East Parcel”) and constituting Block 
4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.02); and the second 
parcel (hereafter referred to as the “West Parcel”) constituting 
Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as Block 4851, Lot 1.01); and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of an earlier 
redevelopment agreement and de-designation of the redeveloper for 
both the East and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of 
these parcels, the Borough was desirous of seeking a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5, including both the 
East and West Parcels; and 
 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 
of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”), which RFQ/P 
was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 
submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 
to July 31, 2009; and  

 
WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 

Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 
to the RFQ/P from: 
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• The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East 

and West Parcels 
• Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 



• Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East 
Parcel 

• Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for 
West Parcel; and 

 
WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 

the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 
response to the Borough’s requests for such information, review of 
the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 
public comments provided at each public presentation and 
subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the 
individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 
with its entire professional team, including final reports from 
its planner and financial consultant, on April 15, 2010, the 
Borough designated Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC as 
conditional redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a 
mixed use smart growth project, subject to the conditions set forth 
in the resolution adopted by the Borough Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 21, 2010, Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, 

LLC and the Borough entered into an escrow agreement, which was a 
condition of the initial designation; and  

 
WHEREAS, on August 12, 2010 and on December 9, 2010, the 

Borough extended the designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 
Associates, LLC (“FLRA”) as conditional redeveloper of 
Redevelopment Area 5 located in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of 
Bergen, State of New Jersey for a mixed use smart growth project 
subject to the conditions set forth in the resolutions adopted by 
the Borough Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, on or about May 17, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 

in lieu of prerogative writs entitled Tucker Development 
Acquisition Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort 
Lee, et al. (including FLRA) Docket #BER-L-5024-10 raising 
multiple issues (the “Redevelopment Litigation”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on or about January 4, 2011, the Court granted the 

Borough and FLRA’s motion for summary judgment on counts six 
through nine of the Redevelopment Litigation regarding the 
Borough’s 2004 blight designation of Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 

WHEREAS, on or about June 21, 2010, Tucker filed a complaint 
and order to show cause entitled Tucker Development Acquisition 
Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, Docket 
#BER-L-5940-10 alleging violations of the Open Public Records Act, 
N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 
10:4-6 et seq., and common law right of access to public records 
(the “OPRA Litigation”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough, FLRA, Tucker Development Acquisition 
Fund, L.P. and TDC Fort Lee, LLC (the “Parties”) have been 
involved in active negotiations to settle the Redevelopment 
Litigation and the OPRA Litigation (collectively, the 
“Litigation”) and in furtherance of settlement of the Litigation, 
the Parties have agreed to the terms and conditions of an 
agreement to settle the Litigation, which agreement also sets 
forth the parties’ understanding and agreement on actions to be 
taken by the parties (the “Settlement Agreement”); and 
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 WHEREAS, one of the actions to be taken pursuant to  the 
Settlement Agreement is the de-designation of FLRA as conditional 
redeveloper of the East and West Parcels and designation of FLRA 
as conditional redeveloper of the East Parcel only; and  



 
WHEREAS, on April 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 

authorizing the de-designation of FLRA as conditional redeveloper 
of the entirety of Redevelopment Area 5 and designating FLRA as 
conditional redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the 
East Parcel, located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and  
 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, the Borough adopted a resolution 
authorizing an extension of the designation of FLRA as conditional 
redeveloper of Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the East Parcel, 
located in Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey, which designation was last extended 
on December 15, 2011 to January 19, 2012; and  

 
WHEREAS, on December 22, 2011, the Borough approved an 

ordinance adopting an Amended Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment 
Area 5; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Parties have been working diligently to meet the 
terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement, including 
negotiating a redevelopment agreement; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Parties have completed negotiations on a 
redevelopment agreement which will, among other things, sets forth 
the terms and conditions with respect to the redevelopment of the 
East Parcel, the construction of the improvements and the payment 
of certain costs in connection therewith (hereinafter referred to 
as the “Redevelopment Agreement”).   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough 
Council that it hereby that it hereby approves and authorizes the 
execution of a Redevelopment Agreement between the Borough and 
Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC c/o SJP Residential 
Properties, whose address is 379 Interpace Parkway, Parsippany, New 
Jersey 07054, as conditional redeveloper, for the redevelopment of 
Block 4851, Lot 1.02, also known as the East Parcel located in 
Redevelopment Area 5 in the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, 
State of New Jersey.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to execute any and all documents, including the 
Redevelopment Agreement attached hereto in substantially similar 
form, to effectuate the completion and implementation of the 
redevelopment of the East Parcel, subject to final review and 
approval by the Borough Attorney as to legal form and content. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 
effect immediately.  
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 Mr. Cervieri returned to the podium at this point in the 
meeting. 
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APPOINTMENT 
 
A-1 – Sign/Façade Review Committee 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Jason Oh to serve on the Sign/Façade 



Review Committee for an unexpired term through December 31, 2012. 
 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight 
 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated the three Fire Chiefs and the 
incoming officers who were sworn in earlier this evening.   
 
 He concurred with the Mayor that the Fire Department is the 
best in the area. 
 
 He stated that snow is in the forecast and he urged residents 
not to park their vehicles on snow streets. 
 
 He sent condolences to Donna Brennan, Fort Lee Film 
Commission and Historical Committee Member, on the passing of her 
mother, Dorothy. 
 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – also congratulated Chief Silver on the great 
job he did in 2011.  He wished the new officers a safe and 
hopefully uneventful 2012. 
 
 He asked the residents to come out and vote “yes” for the 
School Board Referendum question that is scheduled for Tuesday, 
January 24th.  The voting hours are from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – also congratulated the newly sworn in fire 
officers tonight. 
 
 He stated that if the school board question is approved on 
January 24th a $10,000,000 New Jersey State grant is being given 
to the Board of Education as part of the overall approximately 
$30,000,000 referendum question.  If the question is voted down 
many of the repairs are still going to have to be made.  He also 
urged residents to vote “yes” on the referendum question.  
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced the following Fort Lee Library 
events: 
 
 Sunday, January 22nd at 2:00 p.m. – Libby Richman, composer, 
saxophonist and reed player will lead an ensemble which will play 
standard jazz pieces as well as original compositions.  
 
 Saturday, January 28th at 2:00 p.m. - Second Winter Jazz 
Concert.  Original compositions by the Kuiloh Trio (bass, piano 
and drums). This is accompanied by Dan Lipsitz on the saxophone 
and Suhee Chun on vocals.  
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 She stated that recently four new restaurant establishments 
have opened up in the Borough.  She believes the economy is 
getting a little bit better. 
 
 



Councilman Cervieri – Also congratulated the newly sworn in fire 
officers tonight as well as expressing his gratitude to all of the 
Fire Department members and all of the Borough’s emergency service 
members who keep the Borough safe, day and night. 
 
 He also thanked Jeff Silver for his service over the past 
year. 
 
 He also sent his best to Barbara Wyman, Richard A. Nest 
Senior Citizen’s Center Director, who has retired after serving 
twenty two years with the Borough.  He wished her the best in her 
retirement. 
 
 He stated that the first two referendums that were defeated 
in 2010 were for $90,000,000 to $100,000.000 which was much more 
than the Borough needed to take on in the form of debt, 
particularly that this Mayor and Council have made a concerted 
effort to lower debt which it has by $30,000,000 over the last 
four years.  This referendum would cost the residents $20,000,000 
which is a long-term investment for the community. 
 
  
Mayor Sokolich – stated no matter what he and the Council do will 
be for naught if the Borough’s school system is not up to par.  
The schools are the first question any potential homeowner or 
renter asks when deciding to move into an area.  That was evident 
when Public School #3 received a Blue Ribbon Award and the values 
of the properties in that area increased or the sales in the 
multiple listing started to sell at a much higher pace than in 
other areas.  He implored the public to vote “yes” as it’s the 
most important step anyone can take in keeping their property 
values preserved.  Fort Lee has a great school system, but the 
facilities are in need of desperate repair. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the meeting was opened to the 
public for discussion. 
 
 
Speaker    Subject      Response 
 
Nina Levinson        .Questioned R-8.          Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St. 
 
Alfred Norton        .Questioned R-5.          Mayor Sokolich   
1500 Palisade Ave. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________                        
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 

REORGANIZATION MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, January 5, 2012 @6:00 p.m. 
 

 The Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council 
Chambers, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 



New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,      
               Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
               Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
               J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
               Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 All members of this body have been advised both orally and in 
writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place, and proposed agenda hereof: 
 
 On December 16, 2011 a written notice of the time, place, and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and a copy was filed with the Borough Clerk. 
 
 On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed 
for the year 2011. 
 

INVOCATION 
 
 Rabbi Meir Berger of the New Synagogue offered the invocation 
for the New Year. 
 

OATHS OF OFFICE 
 
 Mayor Sokolich was sworn in as Mayor by Fort Lee Municipal 
Court Judge John DeSheplo.  His wife, Denise held the Bible, as he 
took his Oath of Office 
 
 Armand Pohan was sworn in as a Councilman by Judge DeSheplo. 
His wife, Nancy, and his daughter, Alicia, held the Bible, as he 
took his Oath of Office. 
 
 Michael Sargenti was sworn in as a Councilman by Judge 
DeSheplo.  His brother, Mark held the Bible, as he took his Oath 
of Office. 
  

PRESENTATIONS 
 
 Kay Nest, Fort Lee Democratic Chairwoman, congratulated  
the Mayor and Council Members Armand Pohan and Michael Sargenti 
for being re-elected to office and to once again work for the 
residents of the Borough. 
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 She gave the following speech: 
 
 “I am here tonight to show our gratitude for what the voters 
of Fort Lee have accomplished for our governing body by bringing 
back these three indispensable individuals who work hard to keep 
Fort Lee taxes at the lowest possible rate, especially in these 
uncertain times.  We have the lowest tax rate around and by this 



with a team works together.  Again, a big thanks to all of you.  
 
 I would like to thank our Borough Administrator, Peggy 
Thomas, our Borough Clerk, Neil Grant, our Borough Attorney 
Sheldon Cohen and of course, our seated council people, Jan 
Goldberg, Harvey Sohmer, Joseph Cervieri and Ila Kasofsky.   
 
 And by the way, let us not forget the lovely wives of our 
reappointed officials and for that we have a little thank you  
present to Denise, Nancy and Chris for lending their spouses for 
the better of Fort Lee.  
 
 The only think I can say is that this team will be working 
hard and long to keep Fort Lee a wonderful and thriving community.  
And again, I want to thank all of the voters of Fort Lee who cast 
their vote this past November to bring back this team 
 
 We wish you all a very happy and healthy New Year.  God bless 
and love to all.”  
 
 
 Mayor Sokolich acknowledged newly appointed Bergen County 
Freeholder Joan Voss.  He also recognized District 37 Legislators 
Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri Huttle and Assemblyman Gordon M. 
Johnson 
 
 Ms. Voss gave a short speech at this point in the meeting as 
follows: 
  
 “I just want to wish everybody a happy and healthy New Year. 
 
 I served on this Council for ten years and I think I taught 
half the Council as well and Mark was in school but he wasn’t in 
my class, he was lucky. 
 
 Anyway you do have a wonderful Council up here. 
 
 And I just want to thank all of you because when I was 
redistricted out of my assembly seat -- you have two wonderful 
people here representing you, Valerie Vainieri Huttle and Gordon 
Johnson.  
 
 But I want to thank all of you because I had the opportunity 
to run for Freeholder.  So I am there for you in that capacity; 
instead of being on Main Street, now I’ll be in Hackensack. 
 
 But one of the things that I feel very privileged is having 
the opportunity to help everybody that comes to me that needs 
help.  And we have a wonderful Council up here. You have a 
wonderful team in Trenton.  And you have lots of people in 
Hackensack who are going to be there for you. 
 
 Congratulations to Mike, Armand and Mark. 
 
 And I’m there for you whenever you need me. 
 
 God bless.” 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that so the electorate is aware, when  
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Freeholder Voss refers to legislative delegation what she’s 
referring to are the three representatives for District 37, which 
was recently realigned.  The Borough is very fortunate two of the 
three of that delegation are present tonight.  He once again 
thanked Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri Huttle and Assemblyman 
Gordon Johnson for attending.  District 37 also includes State 
Senator Loretta Weinberg, who was unable to attend tonight’s 
meeting. 



 
 He added that the Borough has one of the best legislative 
delegations that the State of New Jersey has to offer.  
 
 

MAYOR’S SPEECH 
 
 “We’re at that point in the meeting where it’s been the 
tradition that I provide to you a State of the Borough Address. 
 
 So I’m going to try to summarize as best I possibly can. When 
this Administration started three years ago, we started in the 
onset of a recession, depreciating property value, skyrocketing 
debt and a host of other problems. 
 
 The philosophy at that point was an attempt to change a 
culture.  And I can represent to you the members of the governing 
body, on their behalf and my own, that we have in fact, we 
believe, we’ve changed that culture and we’ve made great strides 
financially here in the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 As we sit before you this evening without hesitation we’re 
able to report to you that the Borough of Fort Lee is perhaps in 
its best financial condition as it’s ever been in the last 25 to 
30 years. 
 
 A culture of entitlement no longer exists at 309 Main Street.  
Our hiring freeze of permanent employees remains in place except 
for essential governmental services needed to protect your health, 
safety and welfare.   
 
 Our workforce over the course of the last three years has 
been reduced by approximately 15 percent, in excess of 40 
employees. 
 
 Our bond debt has been reduced by approximately $30 million, 
which is historic. 
 
 Our programs of attrition have saved over $6 million in 
salaries on an annual basis. 
 
 And these are obvious accomplishments.  These are 
accomplishments that any municipality in the State, in the County 
would want to achieve. 
 
 There are many other contributions to what we believe is now 
a very sound fiscal atmosphere here in the Borough of Fort Lee.  
And these accomplishments don’t necessarily grab headlines but  
they’re worthy of mention because they are as important as the 
ones that I’ve just mentioned. 
 
 We’ve introduced e-ticketing programming, which is now I 
believe in 40 vehicles at this point or about to be in 40 
vehicles, which is going to save not only on manpower but is going 
to make us more efficient. 
 
 Self-insurance programs are now the norm here in the Borough 
of Fort Lee in the hopes of saving taxpayers multiple premiums. 
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 We continue to aggressively negotiate all collective 
bargaining agreements in the Borough of Fort Lee and we’re very, 
very hopeful that in the very near future we’ll be reporting to 
you that the PBA contract, which has been a long, long and arduous 
struggle is about to settle. 
 
 We continue to rely on our own personnel for in-house 
projects.  And I can tell you that there is not another 
municipality in the County of Bergen that relies on our employees 



and asks them to do things as much as we ask them to do.  Whether 
it’s building a turf Little League field, whether it’s completing 
capital improvement projects, whether it’s refurbishments of parks 
and even off the mundane list but the fun things, the sled for the 
holiday tree lighting, the -- the other projects that we ask these 
guys and girls to do, they do it gladly.  And they therefore 
relieve us of the burden of constantly seeking outside contractors 
to do our work, saving us much, much, much in the way of money. 
 
 We continue an aggressive grant-writing campaign to make sure 
that we attract and apply for and obtain as much grant dollars as 
we possibly can. 
 
 Our in-house engineering continues to save us tens of 
thousands of dollars on an annual basis.  And in-house engineering 
allows us to do many of the smaller projects in-house, many of the 
inspections in-house, without having to hire outside engineering 
for that. 
 
 Our ambulance co-pay program flourishes.  Each year it’s 
gotten better and better.  The gross number is now just south of 
$1 million.  And I’m grateful to the Council and I’m grateful for 
the support of the community.  Doesn’t cost taxpayers one penny 
and it only seeks payment from the co-payment. 
 
 What this all has amounted to for the purposes of 2011 is a 
tax increase of less than one percent, .89.  And I will tell you 
that under these circumstances, with the increased pension  
contributions that this town has been asked to pay to Trenton, 
with the other costs and expenses that continue to rise, it is 
pretty much a tremendous accomplishment to be able to report to 
the taxpayers that your increase was less than one percent. 
 
 Now, we are working feverishly to get you to what I call the 
tax promised land, which is zero.  And we’re hopeful that we’re 
going to deliver a very, very ambitious tax hopefully 
stabilization this upcoming season.  
  
 Stay tuned, we’re working diligently on that.  But that’s our 
job.  That was our assignment from the electorate and we will 
continue to work in that direction. 
 
 While all of this is going on, while you continue to read 
headline after headline when you pick up The Record newspaper and 
you find out about furloughs, you find out about layoffs, you find 
out about services that are being cut, not one service in the 
Borough of Fort Lee has been either reduced or eliminated for 
purposes of making up tax dollars.  In fact, they continue to 
flourish. 
 
 And I’d like to point out to the public that it would have 
been very easy for this governing body to simply say, you know 
what, let’s find a million dollars or let’s find a substantial sum 
of money and let’s pick up garbage once a week. 
 
 Or let’s reduce the police -- the total count of police to a 
number that we believe would bring the community to an unsafe 
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condition. 
 
 We could have done that as other municipalities had but we 
didn’t because we found other avenues and we found other options.  
And we’re very, very proud of that. 
 
 So no quality of life has been impacted or reduced 
whatsoever. 
 
 To the contrary our activities and programs continue to 



flourish here in the Borough of Fort Lee like they never have 
before. 
 
 Our Community Center is basically a 24-hour a day, seven-day 
a week haven for activities of people of all ages.  
  
 There are many, many people to thank for the flourishing 
activities that are here in Fort Lee.  But I think one thing to 
point out is the attitude, the attitude that now exists in our 
Borough.  It’s no longer a chore to have a 3K run, which we do; to 
have a holiday tree lighting, which we do; to have other community 
events so we’re not just about brick and mortar, so that we’re 
Fort Lee, that we become the envy of Bergen County. 
 
 And you know that’s been recognized.  And I will tell you; on 
August 11 I am proud to report to you that Fort Lee is going to be 
the host community for the United States Champion Ironman 
Triathlon Championship. 
 
 They conduct that event in places like Honolulu and Munich 
and they’re conducting it here in Fort Lee on August 11th.  It’s 
going to be a phenomenal day for everybody. 
 
 I raise that with you because it’s in recognition of our 
ability to be able to conduct and have community events and do it 
at a very cost-effective way and manner. 
 
 There are many other people to thank over the course of 2011 
for allowing Fort Lee to flourish during these times and 
continuing with these activities that speak up.  Whether it’s 
Little League coaches or softball coaches or girls basketball 
coaches, we’re grateful to the administrators, we’re grateful of 
course to the parents that take these kids back and forth.  We’re  
grateful to the Community Center and its staff.  We’re also 
grateful to our senior citizens center and its staff. 
 
 We were ranked by Money Magazine last year as the fourth best 
community of our population size to retire to.  The fourth best 
community in the country of our size to retire to.  There’s a 
reason for it; because of the activities and the programs that we 
offer here in Fort Lee. 
 
 Through all of this, these cost-cutting measures, through all 
of this, these activities that we’ve not cut, there’s one other 
thing that we haven’t cut.  As a matter of fact we’ve contributed 
and we’ve empowered them as best we possibly could have done 
during the course of 2011 and that’s our Emergency Services. 
 
 I can tell you that when you go to bed tonight in this town I 
say to you without hesitation that you have the best Police, Fire, 
Ambulance and Emergency Service Departments that the State of New 
Jersey has to offer.  And a round of applause is definitely 
worthy. 
 
 With regard to our Police Department there are a few things 
that I’d like to point out. 
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 You’ve heard in the papers, you’ve read in the media about a 
very hard-fought and arduous negotiation that we’ve been having 
with this contract.  I’m equally -- I’m very proud to report to 
you that not at one point during the course of those negotiations, 
as heated as they may or may have gotten, was there any slowdown 
in work, was there any ineffectiveness in the Department.  They 
conducted themselves like professionals and I’m happy to report 
that that contract, we’re hopeful, will be settled in the very, 
very near future. 
 
 I think people need to be reminded that in this Borough a 



subculture occurs at night and I think Judge DeSheplo can attest 
to this. 
 
 There’s a culture that occurs at night, whether it’s as a 
result of either a nightclub or alternatively our proximity to the 
busiest bridge in the world that it’s very critical that we have 
the Police Department in place that we have. 
 
 These guys have been cut; their total workforce was at 112 
when we started, it’s now 89 and we’re grateful to Chief Ripoli 
and we’re grateful to his entire Department.  And the Chief is 
here this evening.  Chief, on behalf of the entire Mayor and 
Council, thank you for your efforts during 2011. 
 
 Again, with our Volunteer Fire Department I defy any   
citizen in the Borough of Fort Lee to just randomly pick any 
fireman in our town, whether it’s the youngest of our auxiliary 
officers or volunteers, to our Chief, Chief Silver or Chief 
Sabatino rather, and I can tell you that you will leave that 
conversation, as brief as it may be, convinced that these are just 
about the most dedicated and committed individuals that you will 
have ever had the privilege of engaging a conversation with. 
 
 It is all about dedication to community.  These guys and 
girls respond to I believe it’s over 2,000 calls on an annual 
basis.  They are phenomenal and here, too, I tell you we have the  
best Volunteer Fire Department in the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 And on behalf of the entire governing body, enjoy that new 
truck because you deserve and our community needed it. 
 
 To our Ambulance Corps, who continues to post record response 
times, whose calls continue to go up exponentially year after year 
after year, their commitment is second to none. 
 
 Not only do we call upon them to save our lives on a daily 
basis here in the Borough of Fort Lee but a couple years ago we 
asked them to be the conduit for our co-pay program, which now 
generates Fort Lee just under $1 million per year. 
 
 We have truly one of the most dedicated Ambulance Corps that 
you will ever, ever experience.  When I tell you when they arrive 
at the seen it is absolute complete pride just watching them 
perform.  Fort Lee has many, many calls.  We have a very high 
elderly population and here, too, go to bed at night knowing that 
we have the best Ambulance Corps in the State of New Jersey and we 
are forever grateful. 
 
 And to our Ambulance Corps, enjoy that new rig.  Our 
community deserves it and we are very, very happy to provide it to 
you. 
 
 Our Office of Emergency Management is no different.  This is 
the agency that coordinates all efforts between all of our 
emergency service agencies, whether it’s a blackout, a snowstorm 
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or attending to someone with special needs.  They coordinate the 
efforts between all of these agencies.  They performed their best 
during Hurricane Irene this past 2011.  They are an indispensable 
part of this Borough. 
 
 I will tell you one of the most memorable events during the 
course of 2011 for me was sitting in that Communications Center at 
the Police Station watching how Emergency Management was able to 
bring all the agencies  
together. 
 



 There were a group of people -- the Chief was there, many 
others, a representative from every agency was there ready to 
respond within seconds to whatever the event. 
 
 A very, very proud moment.  A lot of folks in Fort Lee don’t 
even realize that that happens.  We’re able to provide them with 
the services and the equipment to man the Communications Center 
and we were very, very proud. 
 
 So, to our Emergency Services there, too, thank you very much 
for your service over 2011. 
 
 Perhaps the most memorable day in the Borough of Fort Lee, at 
least for me, during 2011 was the commemoration of our 9-11 
memorial. By most accounts over 2,000 residents of Fort Lee 
attended.  The memorial was devoted, of course, to paying respect  
to the victims of 9-11 and also their families but to also praise 
the performance of our emergency services agencies on that day. 
 
 I truly, truly invite and encourage every resident of the 
Borough of Fort Lee to attend that memorial, to appreciate it, to  
read those placards.  It was a phenomenal, phenomenal experience 
to have worked with members of all the agencies putting that 
together and my fellow Council.   
 
 It is located at Constitution Park and you can access it most 
readily right off of Fletcher Avenue. 
 
 We continue here in the Borough of Fort Lee to call upon our 
own personnel to do a lot more with less, to not rely on outside 
contractors, to be as creative as possible.  We encourage them to 
apply their talents and to serve their community, especially 
during these financial times. 
 
 Accordingly, we’re grateful to our in-house projects teams, 
as I’ve indicated before, with roadway improvements and memorials 
and refurbishments of parks. 
   
 We’re grateful to all of our employees and department heads 
that we’ve asked to do more with a lot less.  And thus far it has 
worked.  We are very, very proud of you and we are very grateful. 
 
 To our volunteers and the folks that we’re going to be 
appointing this evening, without you this community doesn’t run 
and it doesn’t operate. 
 
 From the members of our Board of Adjustment to our Planning 
Board to our Sign/Façade to our Library Boards, our newly formed 
Environmental Board, Rent Leveling to Senior Citizen Advisory, 
Board of Health to Rent Leveling, as I said; and a special thanks 
also to our Film Commission and Historic Site Structure, Cultural 
Landmark, I said this a hundred times, you guys put a face and a 
personality on the Borough of Fort Lee, keep going and as long as 
we’re up here you’ll continue to do what you do.  Thank you for 
all of the events from Shakespeare in the Park to Movies Under the 
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Stars to the dances to the sidewalk fairs, so forth and so on. 
 
 I’ve said it many times, without organizations such as the 
one we have in Fort Lee, without that we are only brick and 
mortar. 
 
 Recently we received an award from a province in China that 
was given to us as a result of our economic policies, philosophies 
and the innovations that we’ve implemented here in Fort Lee. 
 
 The Mayor of that province, of that region, asked me upon his 
arrival through his translator how, in fact, we did and achieved 



many of the things that we were able to achieve.  And I indicated 
that we did it through the commitment of our employees, we did it 
through the commitment of our residents, and we did it through the 
commitment of our volunteers. 
 
 Fort Lee is a very, very special place and we are very, very 
grateful. 
 
 I would venture to say that for the past 47 years this State 
of the Borough Address has had one common thread through each of 
those 47 years. 
 
 Now, some of you might say traffic, some of you might say 
taxes; the answer’s Redevelopment Area 5.  
 
 For 47 years this property has laid fallow.  You’re all 
familiar with it.  It was called the Helmsley site; it was called 
Centuria.  Now it’s Redevelopment 5.  I’m tired of reporting to 
you on it.  I’m tired of dealing with it.  But I can tell you in 
its long and tattered history, we’ve never been closer and I’m  
happy to report that we’re hopeful within the next two to three 
weeks formal applications will be made before the Planning Board, 
public hearings will be conducted.  And during the first half of 
2012 we will have iconic residential structures, we will have 
residential -- excuse me, we will have retail on the first floor 
with residential on top.  We will have a park for a public 
amenity.  Hopefully we will have that theater that we’ve been 
assured we will get; we’re doing everything possible to preserve 
that.  And also a museum; as well as, as I said, a park for 
everyone in Fort Lee -- not only the residents of that community 
-- to enjoy. 
 
 I remind everyone in the Borough of Fort Lee that project 
could have been started two years ago.  We could have started it 
three years ago.  But we didn’t because we made a decision on 
behalf of the community that what we thought we were getting in 
return was not enough. 
 
 We’ve now collectively reached a conclusion that it is a fair 
deal.  It is a deal that’s good for community.  It’s a deal that’s 
fair for developer.  And we’re hopeful that those applications are 
going to be filed very shortly and promptly thereafter 
construction will begin. 
 
 We encourage everyone here on the governing body to attend 
those meetings.  They will be very well publicized.  You’ll know 
well in advance before they’re conducted. 
 
 I’ve often said that if you’re truly going to be a committed 
and transparent elected official it’s very easy to point out what 
it is you think you’ve accomplished or haven’t accomplished; some 
of the things that are positive, as opposed to some of the things 
that need to be done. 
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 But to truly, truly be a fair politician and to truly serve 
government and the community that you’re sworn to serve it’s 
important that you be able to realize what still needs to be done.  
  
 There’s a lot of work that needs to be done here in Fort Lee.  
I’m not suggesting to anyone that it’s perfect.  I’m not 
suggesting to anyone that we might as well you know, roll down our 
sleeves and go home because we’ve accomplished anything.  That 
couldn’t be further from the case. 
 
 And I could tell you that one of the things that I think that 
we’ve not yet performed on and I’m hopeful in 2012 we will  is 
incorporating here in the Borough of Fort Lee special improvement 



districts to hopefully improve our retail and commercial zones and 
in particular Main Street. 
 
 Now this has been a concept that’s been kicked around in this 
Borough for a long time.  And there’s a knowing determination that 
was made by this body not to proceed with this initiative over the 
course of the last two or three years because of the condition of 
the economy. 
 
 But I’m very, very hopeful that during the course of the next 
several months we will all agree on a consistent and agreed upon 
path to take to make sure that we could bring Main Street and our 
other retail areas into conformity, number one.  And, number two, 
to improve upon them. Not only for the business owners to 
encourage their business but to make sure that we have an 
aesthetically pleasing downtown that is worthy of the Borough of 
Fort Lee. 
 
 We’re also going to see other things that are getting worked 
on in 2011.  We will continue to strive for that zero tax 
increase, if not reductions.  We will continue to work towards 
Redevelopment 5 to make sure that that project starts. 
 
 You can rest assured that I personally spend four to five 
hours every day, including Saturdays and usually Sundays, on that 
development.  It is that complex. 
 
 Every single dimension that involved in this development is a 
chore.  You’re dealing with multiple attorneys, multiple lenders, 
multiple public interests, all of which have to be balanced, 
number one. 
 
 Also, remember, and I remind this of the public, the more 
work we do now and agree to now and put into the form of a 
redevelopment agreement we’re hopeful the less of a problem we’ll 
have during the application process and then ultimately get to 
constructing this project once and for all. 
 
 I also at this time would like to extend my most heartfelt 
thanks to Armand, to Harvey, to Jan, to Joe, to Ila and Michael, 
the Council folks that I serve with and also to Peggy Thomas our 
Borough Administrator; Lee Cohen, our attorney; the gentleman to 
my right, my Clerk, for always converting what I think sometimes 
are my crazy ideas into sensical ones. 
 
 I’m grateful to you for always allowing a fair and open 
debate.  I’m always grateful to you for always being available to 
me 24/7.  Whenever I call you are always available with my what-
about-type of conversation which I have with each of you multiple 
times during the course of the week.  I’m grateful to each of you 
for allowing me to explore many of the ideas that we’ve 
implemented here in Fort Lee. 
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 And I’d also like and remain forever grateful for recognizing 
that we’re doing this together as a team.  There’s no egos 
involved, there’s no agendas involved; it’s just about community. 
 
 Fort Lee, as I told you, is a special place.  You know an 
article was recently written in the fortlee.patch.com where I was 
quoted as basically saying that as a young man this community 
played a large part in raising me.  It was a watchdog; it set me 
straight.  When I went in the wrong direction it pointed me in the 
right direction.  It encouraged me to make right choices.   
The people of Fort Lee were a surrogate parent to me.  And I mean 
that.  I mean that from the bottom of my heart. 
 
 I view the job as being your Mayor as being the most 



important endeavor in my life, second only to my commitment to my 
family.  I have no other aspirations.  Everybody asks me that  
every day.  Every day, what’s next?  Nothing is next.  Trenton’s 
not calling.  I can assure you Bergen County and Hackensack’s not 
calling either.  I’m happy to be here in Fort Lee.  It’s an 
absolute privilege to serve you on a daily basis. 
 
 To my wife Denise, honey, don’t worry, one day I will be home 
for dinner.  I promise.  It’s been four years and I promise during  
2012 I will be home for at least one or two.  I love you dearly 
and thank you for your patience during my term as Mayor. 
 
 To my children, Daniel and Devin, who I love dearly, if 
anyone ever said that parenthood is easy then they are not parents 
because it’s very, very difficult.  But I love them dearly and I 
thank them.  And, by the way, just to let you know, I’m that guy 
that walks in at 11:30 at night tiptoeing so nobody realizes I’m 
walking in that late. 
 
 So thank you again, Denise, Daniel and Devin, for allowing me 
to serve. 
 
 In conclusion, with everything that we’ve accomplished and 
all the programs that have been implemented, with all the 
initiatives that we put into place during the course of 2011 and 
the proceeding years, I could tell you from the bottom of my heart 
that in my opinion the most important impact I think that you can 
have on your property values in this Borough is to make sure and 
to ensure that this Borough provides an excellent school 
system.Sorry, that’s my opinion. 
 
 There is not an affluent community or an upper class 
community or a community with high property values in the State of 
New Jersey that cannot boast a strong school system. 
 
 We don’t run the school system up here -- and I only speak 
for  myself.  We don’t make its decisions.  Yes, we lobby one way 
or another but ultimately those decisions are vested in a very 
qualified, respectful and dedicated, loyal group of individuals 
known as the Board of Education. 
 
 I share this with you because I ask you for your support 
during this upcoming referendum.  It will provide the District 
with dollars enabling capital improvement projects, desperately 
needed expansions, and provide our administrators, teachers and 
most importantly our children to flourish. 
 
 Under current conditions their efforts are nothing less than 
heroic but during these desperate times this District needs us.  
And, remember, it’s arguably the single most important initiative 
you can put forth to preserve and improve your property values. 
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 No one in the world wants to cut and save you your tax 
dollars more than the guy that’s talking at this microphone now.  
But believe me, I implore you, please consider supporting that 
referendum.  It’s that important. 
 
 So, again to the Borough of Fort Lee, thank you for your 
support this past November.  Thank you for providing me with the 
privilege of serving. 
 
 I’d like to point out to the Council that I did not use the 
word humble once. 
 
 And may God bless Fort Lee. 
 
 Thank you.” 



 
 

REORGANIZATION 
 
1-1 – Seating Arrangement and Order of Voting 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky  
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the seating arrangement and order of voting of the 
Borough Council for the year 2012 shall be as follows: 
 
 Council Members: Armand Pohan 
                      Harvey Sohmer 
      Jan Goldberg 
      Michael Sargenti 
      Ila Kasofsky 
      Joseph Cervieri, Jr. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

REORGANIZATION CONTINUED 
 
1-2 – Appointment of Borough Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the firm 
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Borough Attorney, 
for the year 2012; and 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an attorney for the year 2012 
to serve as Borough Attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation;  
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 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, J.S. Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, 
Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP possess the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional legal services 
required by the Borough; and 
  
 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that J.S 
Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP legal 
services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen and the 
firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Borough 



Attorney, for the year 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to J.S Lee 
Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the 
provision of professional legal services is in the best interests 
of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 
necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said attorney be and is hereby appointed 
as Borough Attorney for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 
Attorney for the year 2012 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18, as per their proposal, and 
pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 
and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 
available; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
       Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 
1-3 – Time and Place of Meetings for 2012 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee as follows: 
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 1. The schedule listed below of regular meetings of this 
public body is hereby adopted for the year 2012. 
 
 2. A copy of the schedule shall be: 
  
(a) Posted and maintained through the year on the bulletin board 
at the following location: 
 
 
     Memorial Municipal Building 
     309 Main Street  
     Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
   (b) Mailed at no cost to the following newspapers: 
  
 
           The Record, Jersey Journal, as well as Time Warner 



            Cable  
 
   (c) Filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk 
 
   (d) Mailed to those who have requested same and have 
prepaid the sum of $10.00 fixed to cover the cost of providing 
such notice. 
 
   (e) Official Action May Be Taken 
  

R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N 
 January 5, 2012 – 6:00 p.m.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS                  REGULAR MEETINGS 
1st & 3rd Thursday                   2nd Thursday 
Scheduled at 7:00 p.m.                       Scheduled at 8:00 
p.m. 
Mayor's Conference Room #201                 Council Chambers 
 
January  {a)12                        January   (b)19  
February     2 - 16                   February      9  
March        1 - 15                   March         8  
April        5 - 19                   April        12   
May          3 - 17                   May          10  
June         7 - 21                   June         14  
July     {c}12                        July      {d}19  
August      16                        August    {e)23  
September    6 – 20                   September    13   
October      4 - 18                   October      11  
November     1                        November      8     
December {f}13                        December  {g}20       
                                           
There will be no meetings on the following Thursdays: 
 
January 26th - February 23rd - March 22nd, March 29th, - April 
26th - May 24th, May 31st - June 28th, - July 5th, 26th - August 
2nd, August 9th, August 30th – September 27th - October 25th - 
November 22nd, 29th - December 6th, December 27th 
 

NOTES 
 
a. January 12th Executive Session will be held on the second                                                         

Thursday of the Month and begin at 6:00 p.m. 
 
b. January 19th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  
    Thursday of the Month and begin at 7:00 p.m. 
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c. July 12th Executive Session Meeting will be held on the second 

Thursday of the month.  
 
d. July 19th Regular Meeting will be held on the third Thursday of 

the month. 
 
e. August 23rd Regular Meeting will be held on the fourth 
    Thursday of the month.  
 
f. December 13th Executive Session will be held on the second 
    Thursday of the month. 
 
g. December 20th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  
    Thursday of the month. 
 



The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
1-4 – Selection of Council President 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that Council Member Joseph Cervieri, Jr. be and is hereby 
appointed to the position of Council President for the year 2012. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
1-5 – Liaison Assignments 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following be and the same are hereby designated as 
liaisons of the following committees of the Borough of Fort Lee 
for the year 2012: 
 
Ambulance............................................Jan Goldberg 
Americans with Disabilities.........................Harvey Sohmer  
Board of Education.............Joseph Cervieri & Michael Sargenti 
Buildings and Construction........................Joseph Cervieri 
Buildings and Grounds.............................Joseph Cervieri 
Communications.......................................Armand Pohan  
Emergency Management.................................Armand Pohan 
Environmental & Beautification Committee.............Ila Kasofsky 
Film Commission......................................Jan Goldberg 
Finance...............................Jan Goldberg & Armand Pohan 
Fire.............................Michael Sargenti & Harvey Sohmer 
Health...............................................Ila Kasofsky 
Historic............................................Harvey Sohmer 
Housing Authority.................................Joseph Cervieri 
Library............................................. Ila Kasofsky 
Local Assistance.....................................Ila Kasoksky 
Municipal Court......................................Jan Goldberg 
Parking Authority...................................Harvey Sohmer 
Parks/Recreation..................Jan Goldberg & Michael Sargenti 
Planning Board.......................................Armand Pohan  
Police............................Armand Pohan & Michael Sargenti 
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Public Works........................................Harvey Sohmer  

(Sewers-Sanitation-Roads-Engineering-General Services) 
Rent Leveling....................................Michael Sargenti 
Senior Citizens...................................Joseph Cervieri 
Street Lights........................................Ila Kasofsky 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
2-1 – Introduction of Temporary Budget 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-19 provides that where contracts, 
commitments, or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of  
the 2012 Municipal Budget, temporary appropriations should be made 
for the purposes and amounts required in the manner and time 



therein provided; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the date of this Resolution is written the first 
thirty (30) days of January 2012; and 
 

WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations are limited to 26.25% 
of the total appropriations in the 2011 Municipal Budget, 
exclusive of any appropriations made for Debt Service, Capital 
Improvement Fund and Public Assistance in said 2011 Municipal 
Budget, 

 
WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations total $15,750,772, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the following temporary 
appropriations be made and that a certified copy of this 
resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for the 
Borough records: 
 

General Government   
 Salaries & 
Wages  

 Other 
Expenses  

    
 Mayor & Council    $17,500.00   $ 2,000.00  
 Borough Clerk    $35,250.00   $ 4,500.00  
 Administration    $ 40,000.00   $ 8,000.00  
 Purchasing    $ 21,500.00   $ 2,000.00  
 Personnel & Data Processing    $ 30,000.00   $ 5,000.00  
 Collection of Taxes    $  45,000.00   $ 5,000.00  

 Legal Services & Costs   
 $                         
-     $55,000.00  

 Municipal Court   
 $                         
-     $12,000.00  

 Engineering Services & Costs    $ 25,000.00   $  5,000.00  
 Public Buildings & Grounds    $ 75,000.00   $18,000.00  

 Planning Board   
 $                         
-     $  1,000.00  

 Board of Adjustment   
 $                         
-     $  1,000.00  

 Senior Citizens Special 
Services   

 $                         
-     $  5,000.00  

 Rent Leveling Board    $ 12,000.00   $     500.00  

 Insurance: Other   
 $                         
-     $ 700,000.00  

 Insurance: Group   
 $                         
-     $ 961,213.00  

 Elections   
 $                         
-     $   1,500.00  

 Financial Administration   
 $                         
-     $ 10,000.00  

 Assessment of Taxes    $45,000.00   $   5,000.00  
 Municipal Court    $99,000.00   $ 14,000.00  
 Economic Development    $25,000.00   $ 50,000.00  
    
 Public Safety                 
    
 Fire Prevention    $ 75,000.00   $   5,000.00  
 Fire Protection    $ 30,000.00   $ 40,000.00  
 Aid to Volunteer Fire 
Company   

 $                         
-    

 $                      
-    

 Department of Communications    $100,000.00   $   5,000.00  
 Police     $8,714,878.00   $100,000.00  
 Ambulance Corps    $4,000.00   $  11,000.00  
 E M T    $16,000.00   $      500.00  
 Construction Code Official    $60,000.00   $   4,000.00  
 Emergency Management    $10,000.00   $   2,000.00  



 Communications--Repairs    $25,000.00   $   8,000.00  
    
    
    
 RESOLUTION     
    
 Temporary Budget 
Appropriations     
    
    
 Public Works     
    
 Streets & Roads    $250,000.00   $15,000.00  

 Street Lighting   
 $                         
-     $50,000.00  

 Garbage & Trash Removal   
 $                         
-    

 $       
1,033,944.00  

 Sewers    $ 45,000.00   $ 4,000.00  
 Bergen County Sewer Utility 
O/C   

 $                         
-     $700,000.00  

 Auto Repair   
 $                         
-     $  30,000.00  

 Prior Year Bills   
 $                         
-    

 $                      
-    

    
 Health, Welfare & Recreation     
    
 Board of Health    $85,000.00   $10,000.00  
 Recreation    $75,000.00   $ 10,000.00  
 Administration of Human 
Services    $15,000.00   $   1,000.00  
 General Services    $65,000.00   $   3,500.00  
 Parks    $ 95,000.00   $   4,000.00  
 Maintenance of Free Public 
Library   

 $                         
-     $550,000.00  

 Celebration of Public Events   
 $                         
-     $  10,000.00  

 Senior Citizens    $10,000.00   $   5,000.00  

 Elevator Inspections    $10,000.00  
 $                      
-    

 Senior Citizens Special 
Services   

 $                         
-     $ 50,000.00  

 Fort Lee Community Center    $10,000.00   $ 10,000.00  
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 Utilities     
    

 Gasoline   
 $                         
-     $ 40,000.00  

 Fuel Oil   
 $                         
-     $   5,000.00  

 Electricity   
 $                         
-     $ 85,000.00  

 Water   
 $                         
-     $ 10,000.00  

 Telephone   
 $                         
-     $ 50,000.00  

 Fire Hydrant   
 $                         
-     $ 40,000.00  

    
 Contributions to:     
    
 Public Employees Retirement 
System    

 $                         
-     $ 40,000.00  



 F I C A   
 $                         
-     $250,000.00  

    
 Consolidated Police & 
Fireman's Pension   

 $                         
-     $  20,457.00  

 Police & Fireman's 
Retirement System   

 $                         
-     $517,530.00  

 TOTALS:   
 
$10,165,128.00  

 $ 
5,585,644.00  

    

 GRAND TOTAL:    
 
$15,750,772.00  

    
    
    
 RESOLUTION     
    
 Temporary Budget 
Appropriations     
    
 DEBT SERVICE     
    
 Payment of Bond Principal    $5,000,000.00   
 Payment of Bond Interest    $1,875,000.00   

 Payment of Interest on Notes   
 $   
558,921.00   

 Green Trust Principal & 
Interest   

 $     
31,100.00   

 Bergen County Improvement Authority 
Payment  

 $     
71,671.00   

 New Jersey Economic 
Development Authority   

 $     
10,000.00   

    

 Total Debt Service:   
 $ 
7,546,692.00   

    
 Capital Improvements     

 Capital Improvement Fund   
 $     
50,000.00   
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 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
 
3-1 – Borough Auditor 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Steve Wielkotz, of the firm of 
Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as Borough Auditor.  
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a registered municipal accountant for 2012; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 



services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 

 
WHEREAS, Steve Wielkotz and the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, 

Cerullo & Cuva possess the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional accounting services 
required by the Borough; and  

 
 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steve 
Wielkotz, of the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva 
registered municipal accounting services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steve Wielkotz and the 
firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as the 
borough’s registered municipal accountant, for the year 2012; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without  
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 

WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Steve 
Wielkotz and the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva  for 
the provision of professional accounting services is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 
is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that said registered municipal accountant be 
and is hereby appointed for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 
Auditor for the year 2012 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 
pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 
and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 
available; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-2 – Borough Engineer 



 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering to serve 
as Borough Engineer. 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an engineer for the year 2012 
to serve as Borough Engineer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, Stephen Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave  

possess the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to 
provide professional engineering services required by the Borough; 
and  
 

WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 
Stephen Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave’s engineering 
services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Stephen Boswell and the 
firm of Boswell McClave Engineering to serve as Borough Engineer, 
for the year 2012; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Stephen 
Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave, for the provision of 
professional engineering services is in the best interests of the 
Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for 
the efficient operation of the Borough, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said engineer be and is hereby appointed 
as Borough Engineer for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 
Engineer for the year 2012 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 
pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 
and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 
available; and 



 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
3-3 – Borough Prosecutors 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Arthur Balsamo and Raffi Khorozian 
to both serve as Borough Prosecutors. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Borough Prosecutor for the year 2012 to 
provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of 
the Municipal Court of said Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 
appropriations to compensate said attorneys; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11 et 
seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of  
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids 
must be publicly advertised, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Arthur Balsamo and Raffi Khorozian, 
be and are hereby appointed as Borough Prosecutors for the year 
2012; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 

public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts 
Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically 
exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for the Borough 

Prosecutors shall be $25,000.00 paid through the Borough payroll 
for 2012 with no other compensation; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of this resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper 
within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-4 – Public Defender 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Kevin Corriston to serve as Public 
Defender. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Public Defender for the year 
2012 to provide general legal representation for the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget to 
compensate said Public Defender; and 
 
     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 



services from any requirement of public advertising for bids  
provided a notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of 
general circulation within the municipality,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that: 

 
1. Kevin Corriston be and is hereby appointed as Public 

Defender for the year 2012 without public advertisement for bids. 
 
2. Compensation for said Public Defender shall be $25,000.00 

through the Borough payroll for 2012 with no other compensation. 
 

3. The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this 
resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) 
days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-5A – Bond Counsel 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of McManimon & 
Scotland, LLC to serve as Bond Counsel. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 
bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 
matters for 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, McManimon & Scotland, LLC, possess the requisite 
expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 
bonding services required by the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
law firm of McManimon & Scotland, LLC bond counsel services will 
be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 
considered, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
 1. McManimon & Scotland, LLC, One Riverview Plaza, Fourth 
Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07102-5408, is also hereby retained as 
Bond Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 



 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 

resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to McManimon 
& Scotland, LLC for the provision of professional bond counsel 
services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby  
appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 
Counsel for the year 2012 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 
pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 
and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 
available; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
  

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-5B – Bond Counsel 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of DeCotiis, 
Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, to serve as Bond Counsel. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 
bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 
matters for 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, possess the 
requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 
professional bonding services required by the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 



law firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP bond counsel 
services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
 1. DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, 500 Frank W. Burr, 
Boulevard, Fifth Floor, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666, is also hereby 
retained as Bond Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to DeCotiis, 
Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the provision of professional bond 
counsel services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby 
appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 
Counsel for the year 2012 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 
pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 
and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 
available; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
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qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-5C – Bond Counsel 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of Nowell Amoroso Klein 
Bierman, P.A., to serve as Bond Counsel. 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 
bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 
matters for 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the  
 



Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient 
operation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Nowell Amoroso Klein Bierman, P.A. possess the 
requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 
professional bonding services required by the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
law firm of Nowell Amoroso Klein Bierman, P.A. bond counsel 
services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
 1. Nowell Amoroso Klein Bierman, P.A., 155 Polifly Road,  
Hackensack, New Jersey 07601, is also hereby retained as Bond 
Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Nowell 
Amoroso Klein Bierman, P.A., for the provision of professional 
bond counsel services is in the best interests of the Borough and 
the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and are hereby 
appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 
Counsel for the year 2012 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 
pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties;  
and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 
available; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
 
3-6 – Special Tax Counsel 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Steven Muhlstock to serve as Special 

Tax Counsel. 
 



 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Special Tax Counsel for the 
year 2012 to serve as Special Tax Counsel; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, Steven Muhlstock of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock, 

Chewcaskie, LLP, possess the requisite expertise and skilled 
personnel required to provide professional special tax counsel 
legal services required by the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steven 

Muhlstock of the firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock, Chewcaskie, LLP, 
special tax counsel services will be the most advantageous to the 
Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steven Muhlstock of the 
firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP to serve as 
Special Tax Council, for the year 2012; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
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firm prior to entering into a contract; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without  
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 

 
WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Steven 

Muhlstock of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP   
for the provision of professional special tax counsel legal 
services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Special Tax Counsel is hereby 
appointed for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Special 
Tax Counsel for the year 2012 shall be claimed, approved and paid 
in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, 
and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
funds are available; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 



notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-7 – Municipal Court/Police Department/Economic Development 
Accountant 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Michael Condosta to serve as an 
Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police Department, and Office 
of Economic Development. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 
books for the Municipal Court, Police Department and Office of 
Economic Development for the year 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
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WHEREAS, Michael Condosta possess the requisite expertise 
and skilled personnel required to provide professional accounting 
services required by the Borough; and  
  

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 
Michael Condosta, CPA, accounting services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Michael Condosta to 
serve as the Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police Department 
and Office of Economic Development for the year 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 
Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Michael 
Condosta, for the provision of professional accounting services  
is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 
this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Borough, 
  



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that said Accountant be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation shall be at $100.00 
per hour for said accounting services for the year 2012  for the 
Municipal Court not to exceed $6,840.00 annually for the Police 
Department not to exceed $8,550.00 annually and for the Office of 
Economic Development not to exceed $10,260.00 annually, approved 
and paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their 
proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between 
the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified 
that funds are available; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-8 - Municipal Court Judge 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Matthew Fierro to serve as a 
Municipal Court Judge. 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has appointed a second 
municipal judge with approval by the assignment judge of the 
Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Matthew Fierro, is hereby re-
appointed as a Municipal Court Judge for a term of three (3) years 
effective immediately with a termination date of December 31, 
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2014; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall become 
effective upon approval by the Bergen County Assignment Judge in 
accord with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2B:12-5; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the salary for said appointment 
for the year 2012 shall be $70,752.00 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-9 – Rent Leveling Board Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Carolyn Kristal to serve as Rent 
Leveling Attorney. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain the services of a 
licensed attorney to serve as the Borough’s Rent Leveling Board 
Attorney and provide professional legal services to the Rent 
Leveling Board during 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 



to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Board is empowered by law to appoint and employ 
professionals, technical advisors and experts as the Board may 
determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough publicly issued a Request for 

Qualifications on December 21, 2011, soliciting proposals for the 
performance of legal consulting services as the Borough’s Rent 
Leveling Board Attorney during 2012, and received proposals on 
January 5, 2012; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board wishes to retain the services of Kristal 
to perform professional legal services as counsel to the Rent 
Leveling Board during 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Carolyn Kristal, Esq. (“Kristal”) possesses the 
requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 
professional legal services required by the Rent Leveling Board; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of authorizing the award of 
a contract to Kristal for professional legal services Borough’s 
Rent Leveling Board Attorney during 2012 in accordance with the 
procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without  
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional legal services to be 
performed by Kristal is awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” 
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process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 
Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that funds are available 
for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract by the Borough to Kristal 
for the provision of professional legal services is in the best  
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 
is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough and the 
Rent Leveling Board; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of the Borough 
of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
 
 1. That Kristal shall be and is hereby appointed to serve as 
counsel to the Rent Leveling Board and perform such professional 
legal services during 2012. 
 
 2. That Kristal is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the award of a contract to Kristal shall 
be published in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
1 et seq. 
 



 4. That the Borough Clerk is authorized and directed, in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to 
cause this Resolution for the award of the contract to be filed and 
available for inspection at the offices of the Clerk. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
  The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-10 – Treasurer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Joseph Iannaconi to serve as 
Treasurer. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that Joseph Iannaconi be and is hereby appointed as 
Treasurer for the year 2012. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-11 – Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated William Katchen to serve as Building 
Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 
books for the Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau for 
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the year 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, William Katchen possess the requisite expertise and 

skilled personnel required to provide professional accounting 
services required by the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

William Katchen, accounting services will be the most advantageous 
to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated William Katchen to 
serve as the Accountant for the Building Department and Fire 
Prevention Bureau for the year 2012; and 



 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received or will receive a Business 
Registration Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance 
statement from the firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to William 
Katchen for the provision of professional accounting services is 
in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of 
this contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that said Accountant be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said accounting 
services for the year 2012 shall be at a fee not to exceed 
$12,825.00 annually at a rate of $100.00 per hour, approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their 
proposal, and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into  
between the parties; and that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

  
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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3-12 – Insurance Risk Manager 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Risk Management Consultant 
for the year 2012; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, David J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc. possess 

the requisite expertise and skilled personnel required to provide 
professional risk management services required by the Borough; and
  

 



WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that David 
J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc, risk management consulting 
services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated David J. Vozza of the 
Vozza Agency, Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Risk Management 
Consultant for the year 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to David J. 
Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc., for the provision of risk 
management services is in the best interests of the Borough and 
the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that said Risk Management Consulting Services 
be and is hereby appointed for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the bylaws for the Municipal 
Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund and the South Bergen 
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund indicate a minimum fee equal to  
six percent (6%)of the municipal assessment which expenditure 
represents reasonable compensation for the services required and 
is included in the assessment for these funds; and 
Reorganization Meeting      January 5, 2012 
             Page #32 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Risk 

Management Consulting Services for the year 2012 shall be paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 
pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 
3-13 – Health Benefits Consulting Services 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 

engage the professional services of a Health Benefits Consultant 
for the year 2012; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 



“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, Brown and Brown Metro, Inc., possess the requisite 

expertise and skilled personnel required to provide professional 
risk management services required by the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Brown 

and Brown Metro, Inc, health benefits consulting services will be 
the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 
considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Brown and Brown Metro, 
Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Health Benefits Consultant for the 
year 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to Brown and 
Brown Metro, Inc., for the provision of health benefits consulting 
services is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that said Health Benefits Consulting Services 
be and is hereby appointed for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Health 
Benefits Consulting Services for the year 2012 shall be paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 
pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-14 – Labor Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated J.S. Lee Cohen of the law firm of 
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Labor Negotiations 
Attorney. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a labor negotiator for the 
year 2012 to serve as Labor Attorney; and 
 



WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006 and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, J.S. Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, 

Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, possess the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional legal services 
required by the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS; the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the  

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP, Teaneck and Trenton, 
New Jersey legal services will be the most advantageous to the 
Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen of the 
firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP to serve as Labor 
Attorney for the year 2012; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without  
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to J.S Lee 
Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, & Cole, LLP for the 
provision of professional legal services is in the best interests 
of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 
necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, that said Labor Attorney be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2012 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Labor  
Attorney for the year 2012 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 as per their proposal, and 
pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the parties; 
and that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are 
available; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-1A – Designation of Depositories 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 



seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 
designate a depository or depositories for its monies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee recommended that the following banks be named as depositories: 
 
     Woori Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
     Bank of America, Fort Lee, NJ 
 TD Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 1st Constitution Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund 
 Capital One Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 PNC Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
     Noah Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
     Wilshire State Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
     Wells Fargo, Fort Lee, NJ 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named banks are hereby 
designated as depositories for the Current, Trust, Capital, and 
Welfare sections of the accounts of the Borough of Fort Lee for 
2012. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 
 
 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 
may designate. 
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2. All disbursements from said account shall be made by 
checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-1B – Designation of Depository 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter. 
 
 Council President Cervieri chaired this portion of the 
meeting. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 
designate a depository for its monies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee recommended that the following bank be named as a depository: 
 
     Mariners Bank, Edgewater, NJ. 
      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named bank is hereby designated 
as a depository for the Borough of Fort Lee for 2012. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 
  
 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 
may designate. 



 
2. All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by 

checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
  
4-2 – Designation of Tax Receiving Agency 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-122.3 became effective February 8, 1980, 
allowing municipalities to designate a bank or trust company to 
receive current tax payments, current water and sewer rents, as  
well as other public monies under the supervision of the tax 
collector. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee has recommended that PNC Bank, Fort Lee, New Jersey be  
designated as the “Official Tax Receiving Agency” of the 
municipality; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services must give his approval for the authorization of awarding 
of this contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that PNC Bank, Fort Lee, New Jersey be named 
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the Official Tax Receiving Agency of the Borough of Fort Lee for 
2012; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney is hereby 
directed to prepare said contract, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk 
are authorized to execute the contract for the “Official Tax 
Receiving Agency”.  
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-3 – Designation of Newspapers 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that pursuant to NJSA 40:53-1, the following newspapers are  
hereby designated as official advertisements and notices required 
by law to be published by the Borough of Fort Lee: 
 

The Record 
Jersey Journal 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 
 

5-1 – Planning Board – Class III 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Ordinance 261-1 of the codified 



ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee, provides that the Borough  
 

Council shall designate and appoint a member of the Borough 
Planning Board, pursuant to such ordinance and to New Jersey 
Statutes in such cases made and provided; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment deem it to 
be in the best interest of the Borough that such appointment be 
made, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Armand Pohan 
be and is hereby designated and appointed by the Borough Council 
and as the Borough Council Member of the Borough Planning Board 
pursuant to Borough Ord. 261-1 et seq. of the codified ordinances  
of the Borough of Fort Lee and pursuant to New Jersey Statues in 
such cases made and provided, the term of such appointment to be 
for the period of one year in accordance with the foregoing 
ordinance and statutes. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
5-2 – Multiple Dwelling Commission 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 321-3 requires the appointment of 
a Council Appointee to act as chairman of the Fort Lee Multiple  
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Dwelling Emergency Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the Borough to 
make such appointment, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Joseph 
Cervieri be and  is hereby appointed to the Fort Lee Multiple 
Dwelling Emergency Commission to act as Chairman thereof pursuant 
to Borough Ordinance, and in particular Ord. 321-3 of such 
appointment to be in accordance with such Ordinance for a period 
of one year. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
5-3 – Parking Authority 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 79-2 of the codified ordinances of 
the Borough of Fort Lee provides that the Borough Council shall 
designate and appoint a member of the Borough Parking Authority, 
pursuant to such ordinance and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in 
such cases made and provided and in particular, RS 40:11A-4 et 
seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment, deem it 
to be made in the best interest of the Borough that such 
appointment be made, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Catherine Nest be and 
hereby is designated and appointed by the Borough Council as a  
member of the Parking Authority pursuant to Borough Ordinance 79-1 
et seq. of the codified ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee and 
pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and provided, 



the term of such appointment to be for a period of five (5) years 
in accordance with the foregoing ordinance and statutes. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

MAYOR’S NOMINATIONS TO BOARDS 
 

6-1 – Board of Adjustment 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Richard Sierra to serve as a member 
on the Board of Adjustment for a four (4) year term expiring 
December 31, 2015. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated John Nitti to serve as alternate 
member #1 on the Board of Adjustment for a two (2) year term 
expiring December 31, 2013. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
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6-2 – Advisory Committee for the Disabled 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Patricia Ciccone, Eileen Goff, Roy 
Lippin, Sandra Pinkerton and Roberta Wailes to serve as members of 
the Advisory Committee for the Disabled for three (3) year terms 
expiring December 31, 2014. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-3 – Environmental and Beautification Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Ila Kasofsky to serve as Council 
Liaison to the Environmental and Beautification Committee for the 
year 2012. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated James Gencarelli, Munir Rizwani, 
Brian Radoian and Byong J. Suh to serve as members of the 
Environmental & Beautification Committee for three (3) years terms 
expiring December 31, 2014. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

   
 
6-4 – Fort Lee Film Commission 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Jan Goldberg to serve as Council 
Liaison to the Fort Lee Film Commission for the year 2012. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri seconded by Councilman 



Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Richard Koszarski and Nelson Page to 

serve as members of the Fort Lee Film Commission for two (2) year 
terms expiring December 31, 2013. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Goldberg, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-5 – Board of Health 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Dr. Paul Friedman and Dr. Harris 
Levine to serve as members of the Board of Health for three (3) 
year terms expiring December 31, 2014. 
 

On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-6 - Historic Site, Structure, Cultural and Landmark Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilman Harvey Sohmer to serve as 
a member of the Historic Site, Structure, Cultural, & Landmark 
Committee for a one (1) year term expiring December 31, 2012. 
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On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Donna Brennan, Bert Lief and 

Catherine Nest to serve as members of the Historic Site, 
Structure, Cultural, & Landmark Committee for three (3) year terms 
expiring December 31, 2014. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 

6-7 - Housing Authority 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Elsie O’Neill to serve as a member 
of the Housing Authority for a five (5) year term expiring 
December 31, 2016. 
          

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

6-8 – Library Board of Trustees 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Paige Soltano to serve as a member 
of the Library Board of Trustees for a five (5) year term expiring 
December 31, 2016. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-9 – Local Assistance Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Joan Alter to serve as a member of 
the Local Assistance Board for a four (4) year term expiring 



December 31, 2015 and Patricia Rumi to serve as a member of the  
Local Assistance Board for a one (1) year term expiring December 
31, 2012. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-10 – Rent Leveling Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated William Caruso and Charles Sobel to 
serve as members of the Rent Leveling Board for three (3) year 
terms expiring December 31, 2014. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-11 – Senior Citizens’ Council 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Catherine Nest to serve as Director 
of the Senior Citizens’ Council for a one (1) year term expiring 
December 31, 2012. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Connie Arnow, Fran DiGiovanni and 
Dorothy Greenlaw to serve as members of the Senior Citizens’ 
Council for two (2) year terms expiring December 31, 2013. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 
 
6-12 – Sign/Façade Review Committee 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Howard Joh to serve on the 
Sign/Façade Review Committee for a two (2) year term expiring 
December 31, 2013. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Kathy Lee to serve on the 
Sign/Façade Review Committee for an unexpired term through 
December 31, 2012. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 
 

7-1 – Planning Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed the following to the Fort Lee 
Planning Board: 
 
 Donald Porrino – Class II – One (1) Year Term Through 
                       December 31, 2012 



 
 Steve Sakin - Class IV – Four (4) Year Term Through  
                    December 31, 2015 
 
 Byong J. Suh – Class IV – One (1) Year Unexpired Term                 
                     Through December 31, 2012 
     
 Brian Radoian - Class IV Alternate #2 – Two (2) Year Term 

                 Through December 31, 2013                                          
 

     Louis LaMastro – Class I – (Mayor’s Designee) Concurrent  
                       with Mayor’s Term of Office Through  
                       December 31, 2015 
 
 
7-2 = Libaray Board of Trustees 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Joseph Cervieri as his designee to 
sit on the Library Board of Trustees through the Mayor’s term of 
December 31, 2015. 
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7-3 – Sign/Façade Review Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Donald Porrino as his designee to 
the Sign/Façade Review Committee for a one (1) year term expiring 
December 31, 2012. 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
8-1 – Police Physicians 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Physicians 
for the year 2012. 
 
 Dr. Louis Angioletti  Dr. Richard Finizio 
 Dr. Raymond Darakjian  Dr. Gregory Pappas 
 Dr. Ahmed Fahmy   Dr. Kenneth Kutner 
 Dr. Robert Monahan   Dr. Barry Herstik 
 Dr. Mark Hagopian   Dr. Clemens Loew 
 Dr. Neil Kolsky   Dr. Kevin Basralian 
 Dr. George Azzariti   Dr. Gene Rosenberg 
 Dr. Michael Vincent   Dr. Patricia A. Farrell 
 Dr. Jerome Goldfischer  Dr. Joseph A. Holzapfel 
 Dr. Jeffrey Rappaport  Dr. Alfred D. Kulik 
 Dr. Alan Barry Port   Dr. Michael Friedman 
 Dr. Samuel Suede   Dr. Anna J. Lavotshkin 
     Dr. Gino S. Ramundo           Dr. Kyu S. Wang 
 Dr. Parmod K. Sharma          Dr. Richard Weiner 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
8-2 – School Crossing Guards 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 



 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body that the following be 
appointed as School Crossing Guards in the Borough of Fort Lee 
without authority to carry a firearm: 
 
Ahmed, Laique        Alessio, Dorothy       Barrerio, Lidia  
Bauer, Arnold        Bianchetto, Dennis     Bottini, Albert       
Bove, Patrick        Cabrera, Yolanda       Campolongo, Ronald   
Cerchio, Mary        Ciecierski, Rose       Cohen, Deborah 
D’Ambrosio, Lucia    Davidson, Fred         DeLiberto, Carmine     
DeLiberto, Michael   DePanicis, Armand      DeVito, Deborah        
Di Perna, Vito       Elisberg, Harriet      Emadzadeh, Maria       
Fernandez, Hilda     Flisfeder, Valentin    Garay, Jazmine 
Garay, Lira          Greenberg, Herb        Harbus, Susan        
Hansen, Erik         Huang, Jennifer        Khemlani, Deepa      
Karabatsos, Dionysios  Ko, Wai Ping         Kokkinos, George     
Magnone, Joseph      Medaglia, Donna        Naughton, Patricia     
Nam, Yoongson        Occhipinti, Joann      Ok, Bong Hi          
Ok, Young S.         Pacheco, Jairo         Patrick, Susan       
Percontino, Anna     Scrivanich, Steven     Scrivanich, Yolanda    
Silvia Barbara       Stephens, Marie        Talocco, Ursula        
Triantafillou, Athena    
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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8-3 – Police Guards (Matrons) 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Guards 
(Matrons) in the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2012: 
 
 Kathy Patrick    Elizabeth Connell 
 Janice Pagano    Charlene Ortiz 
 Catherine Blue                
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-1 – Establishing Rate of Interest for Tax Delinquencies 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 direct that the 
governing body of each municipality may fix the rate of interest 
to be charged for the non-payment of taxes or assessments on or 
before the date when they would become delinquencies, and may 
further provide that no interest shall be charged if on payment  
following the date upon which the same became payable; and  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-67 further provides that the rate of 
interest so fixed shall not exceed eight percent (8%) on the  
first one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of the 
delinquency and eighteen percent (18%) per annum on any amount in 
excess of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee do hereby fix, in accordance with the 
provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 the rate of interest to be charged for  
the non-payment of taxes or assessments at eight percent (8%) per 
annum on the first one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of 
the delinquency, provided, however, that no interest shall be 
charged if payment of any installation is made within the tenth  



calendar day following the date upon which the same became 
payable. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-2 – Re-establishing Petty Cash Fund 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee do hereby authorize and establish a petty cash fund for 
the Borough Treasurer and other various departments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council authorize the Borough 
Treasurer to draw a check from the current account in the amount 
of $500.00 payable to Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., petty cash, and 
various authorized amounts for the other various departments, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with NJSA 
40A:5-21 said petty cash funds be established. 
 
Reorganization Meeting                            January 5, 2012 
                                                         Page #43 
 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-3 – Cash Management Plan 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-14 requires the Borough of Fort Lee 
to adopt a Cash Management Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee adopts its Cash Management 
Plan annually; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Cash Management Plan shall be designated to 
assure the extent practicable the investment of local funds in 
interest bearing accounts and may be modified from time to time  
in order to reflect changes in Federal or State law or 
regulations; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
Cash Management Plan be continued for 2012. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-4 – Borough Clerk (PACO Officer) 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is required to designate a 
Public Agency Compliance Officer to insure that proper forms are 
distributed and completed before contracts are awarded by the  
Borough and documents and manuals are made available to 
prospective contractors, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is 
hereby appointed to serve as the Public Agency Compliance Officer 
(PACO) for the year 2012 in the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 



The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – “Briefly, I want to first of all thank Kay Nest 
for having identified me for the process that ten or so years ago 
and for her support over those years and supporting me in my 
recent reelection bid. 
 
Second I wanted to thank the Mayor who carried me through the 
election. He works very hard at his job.  We don’t always agree 
about everything but we struggle mightily both with each other and 
together for the good of the Borough.  And I’m proud to be 
associated with him.  
 
Third, I want to thank my bride and my family, my daughter Alicia 
is here also, for putting up with all of this nonsense for so many 
years now and allowing me the time to do this what I consider to 
be very important work. 
 
Finally, I want to thank the voters of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
the citizens, for having reelected me.  I’ll work hard for you; I  
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won’t let you down.” 

 
 

Councilman Sohmer – “I’d like to congratulate you, Councilman 
Sargenti and Councilman Pohan on reelection.  The Borough of Fort 
Lee, the voters, know a right thing when they see it.  And the 
Mayor, I hope you can carry Joe Cervieri and myself next year. 
 
 Thank you to Kay Nest and the Democratic Party in Fort Lee 
for running all fine candidates here.  We have all separate 
thinkers on this Council.  What you see up here, yes, all yeahs, 
but you know we go into closed session and we’re not all yeahs in 
closed session.  I mean there’s a lot of fighting and words and 
different things in closed session.  And it’s not all fun and 
games up here, folks you know and we take things very seriously 
here and we take things very seriously for the taxpayers of Fort 
Lee.  And we just want you to know that we always, always have you 
in our hearts here.  We always do.   
 
 Thank you, Mr. Mayor.” 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – “I would too like to congratulate Armand and 
Mike and the Mayor for being back. 
 
 Mark provides us great leadership and some of his ideas are 
whacky but we do tone them down but they are feasible. 
 
 And I’d like to tell everybody, maybe you don’t know.  When 
the Mayor talks about Area 5, the Committee was the Mayor, Armand 
Pohan and Harvey Sohmer.  And the time that they spent working on 
this to get it to this point is just phenomenal.  And it’s almost 
inhuman.  I mean the times and the calls, we were sort of on-call 
because of Sunshine Laws, so if anything came up we got calls.  
But these three gentlemen were in meetings for hours.  You know 
it’s almost like they were in days at a time doing a union 
negotiation. And I just want to congratulate them and I want the 
public to know if this deal does go, which it will, that these  
three gentlemen were intricately involved and it would have 
happened because of them and they deserve our undying gratitude. 
 
 I just wanted to give you an update on e-tickets.  We have 
them installed in a lot of cars.  There should be 40, I think, by 



the end of this month.  It’s been a resounding success. 
I’ve talked to Judge DeSheplo and we are actually now reallocating 
personnel to do other tasks, which includes collection.  Because 
as the economy is bad and people don’t pay bills, they don’t pay 
their fines either.  But we will be having now an internal 
collections agency in the courts which will be going after these 
outstanding balances. And the police actually love the e-tickets.  
I was told by one officer 15 minute stops now take three or four 
minutes. And just so you know, because of the barcode and 
scanning, that they have ticketed some dangerous people off the 
streets that they normally wouldn’t have seen on a regular ticket 
because they were just able to get the information on a moment’s 
notice and people were taken off the streets. 
So it’s been a great success and we hope that it will generate 
additional revenue, which is what it’s supposed to do; and, most 
importantly, it keeps our police officers safe on the street and 
allows them to do more work with less officers, which is paramount 
to what we are looking to do and, frankly, what they want to do 
also. 
 
 So, Mr. Mayor, thank you and congratulations again.” 
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Councilman Sargenti – “First, I’d like to thank the people of Fort 
Lee for reelecting Armand, Mark and myself back into office.  As 
Armand had stated we will work hard, as we always do, when we’re 
up here and behind the scenes. 
 
 I would also like to thank Kay Nest.  Ten years ago I was 
giving awards out to children in a recreation program for baseball 
or whatever program I happened to be involved with at that time 
and at that time Kay came up to me and said, hey, we were, you 
know, kind of interested in you running for Council.  And I said, 
well, I have to go home and talk to my boss about it to make sure 
it’s kind of okay -- and that would be my wife.   
So for going on ten years now my wife has been by my side with 
this.  So, thank you very much for both of you.  All you had to  
do is say, no, it would be have been easy.  No.  I enjoy my time 
up here, I really do. 
 
 I really believe that we up here at the body really do make a 
difference in the town, whether it be putting the skate park or 
putting lights in or a new field down or keeping the taxes down.   
 
 We range from all different areas and we really do vote 
serious on issues for the townspeople. 
 
 One thing Mark did bring up in his speech is the school 
referendum that would be coming up.  I hope everybody -- and this 
is my own personal opinion -- that everybody does get out there 
and vote yes for this.  Our schools are in need of some service 
and this will help us get somewhat up to snuff.  So please come 
out and vote. 
 
 One other thing, I would like to bring to people’s attention, 
Donna Brennan, who you normally do see around here taking pictures 
-- a lot of pictures of the candidates and whatnot, unfortunately 
her mother had passed away this morning we have found out.  Our 
condolences go out to Donna Brennan and her  
family at this time in need. Donna’s a great volunteer.  Whenever 
you needed something she was there for us. So, Donna, you’re in 
our prayers. 
 
 Okay, so, that’s all I have, Mr. Mayor.  Thank you.” 
 
 



Councilwoman Kasofsky – “Congratulations, Mayor, Armand and Mike.  
I’m thrilled to be working with you. 
 
 Looking back at 2011, I think the Mayor touched upon all our 
highlights. I am very proud of our financial and fiscal 
accomplishments, without cutting any services. And looking ahead 
to 2012 there are so many new projects; one of which is the new 
library entrance and circulation desk.  We’re going to have a 
beautiful state-of-the-art library entrance. 
 
 We’re doing a lot of things with are Environmental Committee.  
We’re going to be certified by Sustainable New Jersey. 
 
  I also want to echo everybody’s sentiment that we got to 
where we got with Area 5 because of our Mayor and our committee.  
I don’t know that it ever had been brought this forth and I know 
that we will succeed in having that beautiful project built on our 
watch. 
 
 God bless everyone.  I wish everybody health and happiness.  
And I’m thrilled to begin 2012 with a great Mayor and Council.” 
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Councilman Cervieri – “I like to thank the people of Fort Lee for 
bringing back a terrific and talented group of people in Armand, 
Mike and our Mayor, Mark Sokolich. 
 
 Those efforts were spearheaded by the local Democratic Party, 
which was headed by Kay Nest and she brought together a group of 
people that did an outstanding job of getting that message of our 
accomplishments and the dedication that’s actually displayed day-
in/day-out, 24/7, by this group of people. 
  
 We’d also like to thank the efforts on behalf of the 
veterans; how they are also kept in the forefront by the efforts 
of Commander James Viola, and that group of World War II veterans, 
the greatest generation.  So, James, I’d like to also thank you. 
 
    One of the things that I’ve had the privilege of being the 
liaison to has been the Housing Authority. Fort Lee has a Housing 
Authority that’s probably second to none.  I’ve mentioned in the 
past during my Council reports the Family Self-Sufficiency 
Program, which is nationally recognized year after year as one of 
the finest in the country.  The Family Self-Sufficiency Program is 
one where a family that’s either under some sort of rent 
subsidiary or any type of subsidy from the government, those 
families sign up for a five year program.  It’s signing up for a 
program that enables them to become fully employed and to become 
what is, as it says, self-sufficient.  Fort Lee currently has 78 
families in that program and their efforts are made to try to get 
off Welfare or to try to get off Section 8 housing or others. 
And over the years Fort Lee has been successful in moving a number 
of those people through to become self-sufficient.   And, in fact, 
there have been almost 60 families that not only have been off 
subsidy but have also been able to afford and to purchase their 
own homes.  That’s an effort that’s been done; I don’t think it’s 
been matched throughout anywhere in the country.  And our Housing 
Authority, through Lillian Ciufo and her staff, has shown 
tremendous dedication and we thank them for their efforts. 
 
 Not to overlook anybody else but the Library Board is a 
fantastic group of dedicated people.  The volunteers that give so 
much of their time and effort, -- Planning Board, Rent Leveling 
Board, the Zoning Board of Adjustment, the Board of Health and the 
others, I mean those are hundreds and thousands of hours that are 



dedicated, basically, by volunteers who care about this community 
and I thank each one -- each and every one of them and I think 
they deserve recognition. 
 
 Mayor, you have 45 years to catch up with Mayor Gerry 
Calabrese.  Who has just started his 49th year. So, I know you 
said it was one term but you have 45 more, Mark. And Fort Lee 
would be fortunate to have you for that long. 
 
     Thank the people of Fort Lee for bringing our Mayor back. 
 
 Also, one of our mayors who was here, I guess it was a 
generation ago; it was at the front page of today’s Bergen Record.  
And our Councilman, Armand Pohan, is quoted in here.  We’re losing 
a Mayor from New Jersey.  Mayor Burt Ross is moving out to sunny 
California to be closer to his children. And we wish Burt Ross 
well.  We have to keep him apprised of the final 
development of the property that he was strong enough to say no   
- and not only say no to a bribe but also bring their efforts or 
their attempts to the attention of the federal authorities. 
I think that was the beginning of the culture in Fort Lee that 
said that we are honest, we’re transparent, we can’t be bought. 
Our group of people up here are probably the most honest,  
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courageous people that I’ve had the privilege to serve with and I 
look forward to continuing to serve with them this year and 
longer, for as long as my wife will let me do that. 
 
 So, once again, I thank everybody.  Congratulations to the 
people of Fort Lee for bringing back a very strong group of 
people, a tremendous team.  
 
 We have a fabulous Police Department.  
 
  Our judges are second to none.  We thank you, John, for 
being there for as long as you have and hope you stay for a good 
long time as well.  Your team of prosecutors are also terrific 
people; very fair.  People who walk out of this courtroom have 
nothing but good things to say about the way they’re treated in 
Fort Lee and we thank you and we’re happy to have you and we’re 
humbled by it.  
 
 Have a good year, 2012 and beyond.   
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the meeting was opened for public comment. 
 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Tom Meyers            .Film/Cultural/Special      Mayor Sokolich 
1590 Anderson Ave.      Events Happening in the   Mr. Sohmer 
                        Borough for 2012 
 
 
 There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried at 7:52 p.m. 
 
 
 
       _______________________ 
       Neil Grant 
       Municipal Clerk  
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