
SPECIAL MEETING 
  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
           Thursday, December 23, 2010 @10:00 a.m. 
 

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in Executive Conference 
Room #201, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,              
                Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT: Council Members Goldberg, Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, 
           Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
           J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On December 10, 2010 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, PRESS JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE 
filed with the Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all 
persons who have requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed 
for the year 2010. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mr. Grant read the operative portion of the special meeting. 
  
 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 
 
 1.  Public Hearing for Ordinance Listed Below: 
 

Ordinance #2010-32 - Amending Chapter 289, Section 36,  
Residential Permit Parking – Establishing Subsection (S)  
Administrative Fee of $5.00 for Issuance of RPP Permit 

 
 2.  Public Participation 
 
 It is expected that action will be taken at this meeting. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance #2010-32 - Amending Chapter 289, Section 36, Residential 
Permit Parking – Establishing Subsection (S) Administrative Fee of 
$5.00 for Issuance of RPP Permit  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-32 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 289, PARKING, 
ARTICLE IV PARKING METERS, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND PERMIT 
PARKING, SECTION 36 RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
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 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that this was a 
subject just spoken about at the last executive meeting.  She 
believes it’s an user tax.  She commended the Mayor and Council 
for bringing taxes down, but she rather see this item as part of 
the overall tax bill rather then paying what she reiterated as an 
user tax. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that this year’s municipal taxes will 
be hovering somewhere close to 0%.  He believes that a $5.00 fee 
for a four year parking sticker to help defray the cost of the 
program is not such a big deal.  In response to Ms. Levinson he 
said that it doesn’t make sense to include it as part of the 
overall tax bill for people who do not need the parking sticker.   
 
 Mr. Cervieri spoke to dog licensing and cat licensing, 
marriage and burial permit fees as well as Building Department 
fees for certain home renovations. All the fees mentioned are used 
to offset costs.  He added that he has asked the Parking Authority 
Commissioners to allow Borough residents an additional fifteen 
minutes of additional parking time if a parking meter becomes 
overdue.  This would be done by having tires marked.  If a 
resident saved one parking ticket over a four year period the cost 
of the administrative fee would have been well worth it. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recommended that the Parking Authority 
Commissioner adopt a resolution based on Mr. Cervieri’s request. 
 
 Ms. Levinson used the Rent Leveling Office as an office that 
she would never need as a homeowner. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that trying to decipher individual 
services is a difficult task.  
 
 David Cohen, 1530 Palisade Ave, stated that after reviewing 
the financial statements of the Parking Authority that they are 
running at a profit of excess of $200,000.00.  He asked if the 
Parking Authority is indeed running a profit, what’s the need for 
the residents to pay the $5.00 administrative permit fee? 
 
 He added that 68% of the Parking Authorities budget is 
salaries and health benefits. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri replied that the Parking Authority is not 
running in the black if the costs of salaries and health benefits  
is included. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that last year the Borough received a   
check back from the Parking Authority in the amount of $100,000 
which went back directly to the Borough’s operating expenses.   
The money could help create the parking lot across from In Napoli, 
which is to provide parking to retail shops.  If Redevelopment 
Area 5 gets started the other parking lots will not be available. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri added that the Borough is always trying to 
enlarge and create parking spaces.  The Gerome Avenue, Center 
Avenue and Warren Avenue parking lots have been previously created 
as recommended by business owners and residents.  The Borough is 
trying to be pro-active.  He’s hopeful that Redevelopment Area 5 
will be developed in his lifetime and if that is the case the 
parking lot will be a necessity.   
 
 David Cohen, 1530 Palisade Avenue, asked why the Parking 
Authority’s financial statement for 2009 is dated October 2010. 
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that Mr. Cohen’s inquiry is going beyond the 
scope of the ordinance and today’s public hearing. 
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 Mr. Sohmer stated that the RPP sticker program is running at 
a deficit of $72,000 over a four-year period. North Bergen and  
 
Hoboken are just two towns that charge between $15.00 to $90.00 
over a three-year period for their parking programs.  
 
 Mr. Cervieri commended the Parking Authority for trying to 
become more efficient. 
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that Steve Monetti, former Parking Authority 
Executive Director, had stated that the Parking Authority would 
never assess a fee to residents with regard to the Residential 
Permit Parking program.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated the benefits and services provided by 
the Parking Authority including the many senior citizen benefits 
far out weigh the cost of the RPP program. 
 
 Jeanette Diana, 1217 Inwood Terrace, stated that the RPP 
program is not a service and she should be allowed to park on the 
street without cost.  She also said many of the senior citizen 
buses are empty and suggested that maybe the seniors should be 
paying for bus services. 
 
 Keith Jensen, 2 Drury Lane, stated that he’s against the 
$5.00 fee.  He believes that he has ways to offset the cost of the 
permit program.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that 80% of his day is trying to find 
new revenue sources and also to reduce costs.  He asked that Mr. 
Jensen present his ideas on paper. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that the Port Authority has been 
responsible for donating two buses.  There is ongoing dialogue 
with the Port Authority to provide more services to the Borough.   
 
 David Sarnoff, 5 Horizon Road, asked about the scope of the 
program.   
 
 Gloria Gallo stated that 18,000 permits over a four-year 
period have been issued. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri asked if this included business permits. 
 
 Ms. Gallo replied that this does not include businesses.  She 
orders about 22,000 permits overall during any four-year period. 
 
 Doug Sugarman, 2100 Linwood Avenue,  stated that he lives in 
a cooperative building where he and the cooperative owners pay 
monthly parking fees that are much larger than the proposed five 
dollar fee.  He spoke to guest passes and said that people are 
getting services.  The cost is more than double what will be taken 
in.  He has no problem with the proposed fee.  
 
 Jeannette Diana added that she pays what she believes is a 
user tax through her property taxes. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that over the last three years the 
Borough has saved a lot of money and has paid down its debt at a 
record rate.  He’s a little shocked that this issue has gotten 
such attention. 
 
 Martha Cohen, 1530 Palisade Avenue, suggested to the council 
to knock on doors and see why $5.00 is a big deal.  She believes 
there is a philosophical difference between many of the speakers 
and the Mayor and Council.  
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 Mayor Sokolich stated that his perspective is to help defray 
the costs for parking enforcement which the Borough serves as the  
host community to the world’s busiest bridge.  He doesn’t view it 
as a privilege to park. 
 
 Martha Cohen, 1530 Palisade Avenue, spoke to Steve Monetti’s 
comments in 1991 when the RPP program began that there would never 
be a fee attached.  She also spoke to using a voucher system. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that a voucher system would add on to 
Borough’s payroll by adding personnel to handle the administrative 
end of trying to implement a voucher system. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer spoke to non-emergency medical transportation the 
Parking Authority also offers. 
 
 Nancy Forest, 1275 15th Street, stated that most of the 
apartment buildings in the Borough were built many years ago and 
there are more cars now per household.  She’s against the 
surcharge.  She spoke to home health aids, the line of business 
that she’s involved in. 
 
 Gloria Gallo stated that the Parking Authority adopted a 
program for health care service workers about a year ago where 
they can purchase a parking pass for $5.00 a month.  This was 
based on the realization that it was a burden for the health care 
specialists to park their vehicles while attending to the ill. 
  

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
  
 Mayor Sokolich thanked everyone for attending.  He and the 
governing body are trying to be as transparent as possible. 
 
 Mr. Pohan stated that he’s comforted by the fact that this 
issue seems to be the most controversial the Borough has.  It’s 
actually a tribute to the Mayor on how well the government is 
being run.  The Borough employees provide services not widgets as 
it relates to 68% of the Parking Authority’s employee’s budget 
that Mr. Cohen mentioned earlier tonight.  He spoke to the 
statement made by Ms. Diana about the right to park free in the 
street.  He said the State says driving a car is a privilege, not 
a right, which includes State registration fees.  Service is not 
about parking on the street, it’s about removing others who should 
not be parking on Borough streets, which is depriving local 
residents of much needed parking spaces.  He said this is hardly 
the first user tax the Borough has.  OPRA fees, alarm registration 
fee, ambulance billing services, building permits, tree removal 
permits, fence erection fees, pet licensing, fingerprinting and 
garage sales are just some of the myriad of user fees the Borough 
imposes.  This $5.00 fee is about the smallest fee the Borough 
would have regarding any of its fees it charges.  The Borough 
doesn’t charge for senior citizen buses.  He does not think that 
the $5.00 fee is unreasonable.  He closed by stating that this is 
the largest turnout on a particular issue that he has seen in the 
last four years. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that if it wasn’t for the Parking 
Authority, the cost of the program would be a lot more if it was 
being administered through the Police Department.  He stated that 
with regard to people’s personal bills, if they were going up only 
$5.00 over a four year period the majority of the people would be 
thrilled.  He applauded his colleagues and the Parking Authority 
for trying to become more efficient.  He thanked the residents who 
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 Mr. Sohmer concurred with his colleagues statements.   
 
 Ms. Kasofsky echoed the sentiments of her colleagues. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
Speaker     Subject      Response 
 
David Sarnoff        .Health Benefits              Mayor Sokolich 
5 Horizon Road       .Auditing/Commissioners       Mr. Cohen 
                                                   Gloria Gallo 
 
Nina Levinson        .Pay for Parking Lots         Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St.          Visitor Tags Not being 
                       Honored 
                     .Health Insurance Costs 
 
 
 There being no further discussion, the special meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by 
Councilwoman Kasofsky, and carried at 11:05 a.m.  
 
          
       ______________________                  
                               Neil Grant 
                                   Borough Clerk    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                            Thursday, December 16, 2010 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 
JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  
Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 
same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to 
cover the cost of providing notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough’s Christmas tree 
lighting was a great success.  He’s hopeful that this will become 
an annual event as this year’s event was well attended.  He 
thanked the Fort Lee Education Association for their sponsorship, 
the Cafasso family for donating the food and beverages and the LED 
lights which the Borough will be able to use from year to year.  
He also thanked Ms. Thomas, Mike Maresca, Cheryl Westeyn and her 
staff.  He added as long as he’s Mayor’s these type of events 
which encourage the community to come together will continue.  He 
specifically thanked Marc Macri, his law partner, who thought of 
this idea a couple of years ago and who started the process last 
year just two weeks before last year’s ceremony, but who had much 
more time to get this year’s tree lighting ceremony together which 
this year’s lighting was more involved and festive.   
 
 He gave a brief report with regard to the developments 
regarding Redevelopment Area 5.  Litigation is pending as one of 
the developers not named as redeveloper sued the developer named 
and the Borough.  The Borough is vigorously defending the lawsuit. 
There was a hearing conducted approximately two weeks ago where 
the Borough was well represented.  The judge has reserved ruling 
on the Borough’s determination on motion to dismiss.  There has 
been meaningful dialogue between two of the three litigants.  He’s 
been involved on a day-to-day basis talking, moderating and 
negotiating with the litigants.  Because it’s ongoing litigation 
he’s choosing his words wisely.  He does not want to prejudice  
 



Regular Meeting                                  December 16, 2010 
                                                           Page #2  
 
any of the litigants involved.  Since he took office he has had 
one steadfast rule which that the property has been vacant for 
over forty years and that it’s not going to be developed for the 
sake of being developed.  He has guarded confidence that things 
will work out amongst the litigants, but there are peaks and 
valleys within their negotiations; however, it will not be 
resolved at the expense of the community.  The goal is to have a 
prudent development which makes economic sense for a developer, 
but in the end it’s about having a development that will benefit 
the entire community.  He will continue to give updates as they 
become available and hopes to have a productive update in the very 
near future. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the November 4, 
2010 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 9, 
2010 Executive Session were approved. 
 
    

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2010-29 - Amending Chapter 356, Section 25, Solid 
Waste, Source Separation of Leaves – Leaves Shall be Placed in 
Paper Bags Except During Leaf Season From October 15th to December 
15th 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-29 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 356 SOLID WASTE, 
SECTION 25 SOURCE SEPARATION OF LEAVES, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, stated that the leaves can 
be put curbside except that after December 15th the leaves must be 
placed in bags.  She asked how grass clippings are disposed of in 
the summer.  
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that Borough’s hauler picks up the grass 
clippings, but was not 100% sure how the clippings are disposed 
of. 
 
 The Mayor and Council agreed that an announcement explaining 
how the clippings are picked up and disposed of will be mentioned 
at a future regular meeting in the spring, closer to the grass 
clipping season. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that in addition to the public 
announcement that he will have a notice posted on the Borough’s 
website in the spring. 
  
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
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Ordinance #2010-30 – Amending Chapter 293, Parks and Recreation,  
Article II, Section 11, Hours and Days of Operation 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-30 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 293 PARKS AND 
RECREATION, ARTICLE II, REGULATIONS, SECTION 11 HOURS AND DAYS OF 
OPERATION, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $5,010,800.38 
Capital                                          196,771.09 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                          3,784.60 
Trust Account (Old)                                  489.25 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    6,918.90 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         19,630.50 
Special Dog Account                                  371.00 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,162.47 
Redemption Account                                   161.44 
School Resource Account                            1,241.15 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   10,314.27 
Police Justice                                          n/a 
Flexible Spending                                  2,585.04 
 
Total:                                        $5,255,230.09 
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CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Applications  for Jonathan  
LaMouth and Timothy Park for Fire Company #1 and Ryan Handschin 
for Fire Company #3 and Jr. Auxiliary Application for Christopher 
Szabo for Fire Company #1  
 
 The Auxiliary and Jr. Auxiliary firefighter applications for 
the above named four (4) persons were approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Firefighter Applications for Shawn Werner for  
Fire Company #3 and David Schader for Fire Company #4 
 
 The firefighter applications for the above named two (2) 
persons were approved. 
  
 
CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Sergeant John T. Klein –  
Effective January 1, 2011 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated December 6, 2010, 
submitted by Police Sergeant John T. Klein of the Police 
Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Sergeant Klein’s effective date 
of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be effective 
January 1, 2011. 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Marvin Cha as a Public Safety  
Telecommunicator Trainee for the Police Department  
Communications Center, Grade 9, Step A – $39,745 Annually 
 

WHEREAS, due to a vacancy in the Communications Center, the 
Mayor and Council have determined that this vacancy should be 
filled due to the emergent nature this absence has created, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Marvin Cha be appointed to a full time 
position of Public Safety Telecommunicator Trainee in the 
Communications Center, with an effective date of January 3, 2011; 
and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department 
of Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $39,745 at Grade 
9, Step A, pursuant to the Blue Collar Bargaining Unit Contract.   
 
 
CA-6 - Awarding Contract to Commercial Acceptance Company,  
Shiremanstown, Pennsylvania for Ambulance Billing Collection 
Services  
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT AFTER NEGOTIATIONS FOR 
  THE PROVISION OF AMBULANCE BILL COLLECTION SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to procure ambulance bill collection services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion,  in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the procurement of ambulance bill collection 
services; and 
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 WHEREAS, on July 6, 2010, the Borough received a single bid 
for the procurement of ambulance bill collection services; and  
 

WHEREAS, after a review of the bid, it was determined that 
the bid failed to contain certain documents deemed necessary in 
accordance with the material requirements of the Bid 
Specifications and warranted a rejection of the bid as non-
complying and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law; 
and   
 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough rejected the bid as non-complying and non-responsive under 
the Local Public Contracts Law, and authorized the rebidding for 
the procurement of ambulance bill collection services; and   
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of a second public solicitation of bids 
for ambulance bill collection services, the Borough received a 
single bid on August 18, 2010, from Commercial Acceptance Company; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by 
Commercial Acceptance Company and determined that Commercial 
Acceptance Company failed to comply with the material requirements 
of the Bid Specifications and pursuant to resolution rejected the 
bid as non-complying and non-responsive under the Local Public 
Contracts Law,; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, and 

specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(3), where bids have been publicly 
advertised on two occasions and no acceptable bids have been 
received both times, a public body is entitled to negotiate a 
contract for the work; and 

 
WHEREAS, as a result of negotiations, the Mayor and Council 

wish to award a contract to Commercial Acceptance Company for 
ambulance bill collection services, as the price obtained from 
Commercial Acceptance Company is the lowest price and complies 
with all requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of procuring ambulance bill collection services as these services 
are necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough,   
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that a contract be and is hereby awarded to Commercial 
Acceptance Company, 2 West Main Street, Shiremanstown, 
Pennsylvania, 17011, for the provision of ambulance bill 
collection services consistent with its proposal, dated September 
29, 2010, and the requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby is 
authorized to execute a contract with Commercial Acceptance 
Company for the provision of ambulance bill collection services 
consistent with its proposal, dated September 29, 2010, and the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications, and pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
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CA-7 -  Requesting Approval from Bergen County to Make a Use 
Change for a 2010 Bergen County Community Development Block  
Grant Application From Improvements to Westview Street Park to 
Improvements to Sixth Street Park  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee in 2010 applied for a Bergen 
Community Development Block Grant of $100,0000 for improvements to 
Westview Park Phase I; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is requesting approval from Bergen 
County to change its secondary use of the Block Grant application  
so as to make improvements to Sixth Street Park, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the change of 
use of the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-8 - Requesting Approval from Bergen County to Make a Use Change  
for a 2011 Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
Application From Improvements to Westview Street Park to 
Improvements to Sixth Street Park  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee in 2011 applied for a Bergen 
Community Development Block Grant of $100,0000 for improvements to 
Westview Park Phase II; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is requesting approval from Bergen 
County to change its secondary use of the Block Grant application  
so as to make improvements to Sixth Street Park, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the change of 
use of the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications 
and Advertise for Bids or Purchase Through State Contract for a 
2011 GMC Crew Cab 4x4 Pick-Up Truck, 1995 International 4700 With 
Rescue Body to Replace Special Support Unit Vehicle and 
Replacement Generators and Transfer Switches for Fire Companies 1, 
2 and 4 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State contract for:  
 
     . 2011 GMC Crew Cab 4x4 Pick-Up Truck 
    

. 1995 International 4700 With Rescue Body – Replacement  
        for Current Special Support Unit Vehicle 
 
 . Replacement Generators and Transfer Switches for Fire  
        Companies 1, 2 and 4 
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CA-10 - Requesting that the State Legislature and the Governor to 
Exempt the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes from the 2% CAP 

   
   A RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE STATE LEGISLATURE AND  
   THE GOVERNOR TO EXEMPT THE RESERVE FOR UNCOLLECTED  
   TAXES FROM THE 2% CAP 

 
WHEREAS, on July 13, 2010, Governor Christie signed into law 

P.L. 2010, c. 44, which reduced the cap on the property tax levy 
from 4% to 2% and limited the number of exemptions; and 
 

WHEREAS, when the property tax levy was reduced, the 
exemption for the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes was removed; and 
 

WHEREAS, in addition to collecting property taxes for its own 
operations, the municipality also serves as the collection agent 
for the county, school districts, fire districts and other special 
local entities; and 
 

WHEREAS, the municipality must provide those entities with 
the full amount they deem necessary for their operations, 
regardless of the actual collection rate; and 
 

WHEREAS, due to myriad factors beyond local control, the 
actual collection rate never equals the total local levy, 
especially during an economic downturn, when unemployment soars 
and property values plummet, causing an increase in tax appeals, 
which the municipality must defend and which subject the municipal 
budget to further losses, when successful; and 
 

WHEREAS, to account for the shortfall and potential losses, 
State law requires the municipality to budget an appropriation in 
a line item known as the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes, which is 
generally determined through a formula driven calculation in which 
the variables change year to year; and 
 

WHEREAS, without a levy cap exemption, municipalities will be 
forced to further cut their own operations, in order to meet the 
2% tax levy cap to provide the county, school districts, fire 
districts and other special local entities the full amount they 
deem necessary for their operations; and 
 

WHEREAS, those other local entities, which do not have to 
budget for collection rate short-falls or the impact of declining 
property values, have been granted levy cap exceptions to address 
factors beyond their control; and 
 

WHEREAS, Assemblymen McKeon and Burzichelli has recently 
introduced A-3603, which excludes increases in appropriations to 
the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes in excess of two percent, from 
calculations of the municipal adjusted tax levy;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby urge the swift passage and signing 
of A-3603; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that consideration also be given to 
providing a levy cap exception to account for the impact of tax 
appeals on local operations; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be 
forwarded to New Jersey Governor Christopher Christie, to Senate 
President Stephen Sweeney, to Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver, to 
our State Senator, to our two Representatives in the General 
Assembly, and to the New Jersey League of Municipalities. 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST 
 
1.  The Hon. Chris Christie, 

Governor, State of New Jersey 
PO Box 001 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
Phone (609) 292-6000 
Fax (609) 292-3454 

 
2.  The Hon. Stephen Sweeney, 

Senate President, 
Senator, District 3 

 NJ Senate Democratic Office 
 State House PO Box 099 
 Trenton, NJ  08625 
 Phone (609) 292-5215 
 SenSweeney@njleg.org 
 
3.  The Hon. Sheila Oliver,  

Speaker, NJ General Assembly 
Assemblywoman, District 34 
NJ General Assembly Democratic Office 
PO Box 098 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
Phone (609) 292-7065 
Fax (609) 292-2386 
AswOliver@njleg.org 

 
4.  NJ League of Municipalities 

222 West State Street 
Trenton, NJ  08608 
Phone (609) 695-3481 
Fax (609) 695-0151 
NJLeague@njslom.com 

 
5.  District 38 Legislators (State Senator and Assembly 
Representatives) 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Emergency Sewer Repairs to be Made at North  
Central Road by Gotthold Paving LLC, Edgewater, New Jersey - 
$45,950.00 
 

WHEREAS, an the sewer needs emergency repair and an emergency 
condition exists at North Central Road in several sections causing 
building shutdowns; and 

            
WHEREAS, there needs to be excavation, trenching and 

replacement of lateral pipe, and stabilized based asphalt; and.  
 

 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
Department of Public Works, and the Superintendent of Sewers, 
Gotthold Paving has been retained at a price of $45,950.00, 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes payment to Gotthold Paving 
LLC, PO Box 205, Edgewater, New Jersey 07020; and.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of 
the Borough Clerk and funds are available under the capital 
account #04-2150-55-1024-101. 
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CA-12 - Authorizing the Hiring of Winter Seasonal Employees for 
the Recreation Department – Termination Date March 30, 2011 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 
date of January 1, 2011 and a termination date of March 30, 2011. 
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for 2011 With  
the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program – $20.00 Per 
Employee 
 

2011 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
Between the Borough of Fort Lee 

     and the County of Bergen 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program, 
hereinafter referred to as the “BCEAP,” a program implemented by 
the County for the purpose of dealing with employees having 
personal problems, including alcoholism, having its office located 
at 327 East Ridgewood Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652-4895; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Department of Health Services and 
the Department of Health and Senior Services of the State of New 
Jersey have expressed a major concern for the development of 
Employee Assistance Program services for municipal governments, 
and private enterprise; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bergen County Employees Assistance Program staff 
is fully qualified to perform the Substance Abuse Professional 
function as specified by the Federal Department of Transportation 
Drug and Alcohol Testing Regulations (DOT Jn, 1995 SAP 
Guidelines); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has expressed its desire to 
have the services of the BCEAP made available to its employees for 
the period January 1, 2011 - December 31, 2011, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
agrees to pay a fee for BCEAP services of $20.00 per employee, per 
year; the total number of employees covered by this agreement 245. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke to CA-5 and explained that the worker 
being hired is replacing a communications dispatcher who had 
passed away.  This has no effect on the hiring freeze in place as 
this hire falls into the health, safety and welfare of the 
community.  In addition the worker being hired has five to six 
years of experience from working in the Borough of Leonia in the 
same position.  Leonia has now outsourced the service. It was a 
perfect opportunity to hire this individual who is bilingual in  
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English/Korean.  He and the Council collectively agreed this to be 
a prudent hire. 
  
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-10 and CA-13. 
 
 Mr. Pohan and Ms. Thomas explained CA-10.  Ms. Thomas 
responded to CA-13. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
  
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – congratulated Sgt. Klein on his retirement from 
the Police Department after many years of meritorious service. 
 
 He wished the Mayor and Council and the residents a happy 
holiday season along with a happy and healthy New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that he heard from Councilman Sargenti 
who is home ill this evening.  Councilman Sargenti wishes everyone 
a happy and healthy New Year. 
 
 Mr. Sohmer also wished everyone a healthy and happy New Year. 
  
 He also offered his congratulations to Sgt. Klein. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – congratulated Sgt. Klein on his years of 
service to the Borough. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy and healthy holiday season and 
urged everyone not to drink and drive. 
 
 He spoke to Assembly Bill #2905 which would put back the 
movie credit for people filming in New Jersey.  This bill would 
help local businesses as money is spent in the community when 
filming television shows or movies.   Film companies may be 
filming fifteen to eighteen hours a day and they do use local 
services.  He urged residents to contact their local assembly and 
senate leaders to get this bill passed.  The bill was introduced 
on June 14th and nothing has happened since. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced that the Department of Human 
Services is having a tricky tray auction at the Fort Lee 
Recreation Center on Saturday, January 8th at 5:00 p.m.  Madonna 
Church and the Church of the Good Shepherd are sponsoring the 
event.  The proceeds raised will be given back to local residents 
who are in need of food, clothing and medicine.  Donations of any 
new items including gift certificates are being accepted for the 
auction. For further information contact Human Services at 201-
592-3500 ext. 1511. 
 
 She stated that anyone who is not getting adequate heat 
should call the Health Department at 201-592-3500 ext. 1510.  
 
 She stated that the Fort Lee Library does offer a mobile book 
program for people who cannot get to the library.  Books can also 
be reserved online at fortleelibrary.org 



Regular Meeting                                  December 16, 2010 
                                                          Page #11  
 
 She wished everyone a happy and healthy holiday season along 
with a happy New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – expressed his congratulations to Sgt. Klein. 
 
 He stated that Book #12 from the Main Street Poets and 
Writers is now available at the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ 
Center and consists of seventy pages of very interesting 
literature.  The Main Street Poets and Writers meet every Saturday 
morning at the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizen’s Center from 11:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  No prior creative writing knowledge is required 
to join the group.  As a group they offer each other constructive 
criticism, encouragement and a friendly atmosphere. 
 
 He stated that the Tom Meyers, Director of Cultural & 
Heritage Affairs, on behalf of the Historic Society and the Arts 
Commission, has requested from the Library Board of Trustees to 
allow the Ortlip family restore a very significant piece of art 
work which was once commissioned by Arthur Bruni.  The piece has 
been displayed not in the best light in a meeting room at the 
library.  The trustees have agreed to have the Ortlip family fully 
restore the painting and once it’s completed it will be remounted 
and displayed in a prominent place for everyone to see in the 
library atrium.  He commended Mr. Meyers and the group of 
volunteers who came in and made their presentation and request.  
This significant piece of art work will now be preserved well into 
the future for future generations to admire and enjoy. 
 
 He stated that on behalf of his colleagues that he would like 
to thank all the volunteers who dedicate a lot of their time to 
serve on the many various boards and committees of the Borough.  
The volunteers make Fort Lee a great place to live, work and raise 
a family. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy and safe holiday season. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – offered his congratulations to Sgt. Klein on his 
retirement.  He’s glad to see that John is going to remain an 
active part of the community. 
 
 He wished everyone the happiest and healthiest of holidays.  
He added that because there is not another regularly scheduled 
meeting left in 2011 that he also wanted to wish everyone a happy 
and prosperous 2011. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson         .Praised the Tree Lighting  Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St.           Ceremony Held on 12/9 
 
                      .12/23 Special Meeting of   Mayor Sokolich 
                        The Mayor and Council     Mr. Cervieri 
                        With Regard to Ordinance 
                        2010-32 - $5.00 RPP Fee 
 
 She’s stated that she’s against the proposed ordinance. 
 
Diane Sicheri         .Ord. #2010-32 and Proposed Mayor Sokolich 
1525 12th St.           Parking Lot on Central    Mr. Cervieri 
                        Road 
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 On questioning by Mayor Sokolich, she stated that she’s not 
supportive of the proposed parking lot. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that the $90,000 mentioned to build the 
parking lot was an overstatement and that he believes the cost 
would be closer to $30,000 to build a surface lot. 
 
 
Martha Cohen           .Ord. #2010-32 – RPP Fee             
1530 Palisade Ave.      
 
 She stated that she’s against the proposed ordinance. 
 
                       .Parking by the Community   Mr. Cervieri 
                         Center 
 
                   .Proposed Free Parking or   Mr. Cervieri 
                     Extension of Overtime  
                         Meter 
 
                       .Requested Change of Date 
                         For the December 23rd Meeting 
 
                       .Bond Ordinance #2010-24    Mayor Sokolich 
                         Adopted in the Summer     Mr. Goldberg  
            
                       .Parking Authority Deficit  Mr. Sohmer 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that the Parking Authority is running a 
deficit only on the RPP sticker program 
 
                       .$1,800,000 Severance       Mayor Sokolich 
                         Liability – Analysis of   Mr. Goldberg 
                         Compensated Absence       Ms. Thomas 
                         Liability                 Mr. Cohen 
 
Debra Jameson-Calin .Parking in Her Driveway       Mayor Sokolich  
 & Mircea Calin       With a Commercial Vehicle    Mr. Cohen 
52 Claremont Rd.      (Mobile Pet Truck)/Violation Mr. Cervieri 
                      Letter Received From Building 
                      Department With Regard to 
                      Parking of Her Vehicle 
 
   She and her husband spoke to Chapter 410-41: Storage of 
Commercial Vehicles in Residential Zones 
    
   
 
Tom Meyers             .Thanked the Mayor & Council/Borough Adm./ 
1590 Anderson Ave.       Police Department/Parking Authority/ 
                         Building Department for their Support 
                         of the Recent Independent Film Shoot  
                         “Junction” this Past Weekend on Jassamine 
                         Way 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
recessed until 6:00 p.m. January 6, 2011 and carried at 9:15 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 



 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
                           Thursday, November 10, 2010 @7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri (Arrived 
                at 8:08 p.m.) 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 
JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  
Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 
same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to 
cover the cost of providing notice. 
 

3.  On October 25, 2010, a copy of said change in schedule 
meeting time was posted at 309 Main Street and a copy of said 
schedule change was also mailed to all persons listed in #2 above. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this has become an annual event 
where the Police Chief and the Police Department Merit Board gets 
an opportunity to recognize the valiant and courageous efforts of 
the Police Department and other civilians who have assisted in the 
Police Department throughout the year or in one particular 
instance.  He asked Chief Ripoli to come forward to start the 
ceremony. 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

PR-1 – Police Department Merit Board Award Ceremony 
 

Chief Ripoli welcomed everyone to the Fort Lee Police 
Department’s seventh annual Merit Board award ceremony.  He 
believes it’s an important event. It’s a morale booster for the 
Police Department and it enables the public to see the heroic 
deeds the Fort Lee Police Officers are performing.  He thanked the 
Mayor and Council for allowing the ceremony to be held during its 
public meeting.  He also thanked Lt. Thomas Ottina, Sgt. Zusi,  
Det. Ginsberg, Police Officers Provenzano and Gherghetta and the  
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rest of the Merit Board for their help.  He also thanked the PBA 
for their donation of the food which will be served later. 
 
 He stated that tomorrow is Veteran’s Day.  He asked everyone 
to remember the men and women who are serving in the military 
throughout the world.  He will be giving out some special awards 
and then turning over the ceremony to Lt. Ottina.  
 

He stated that the Fort Lee Police Department is considered 
to be the “best in the State of New Jersey” and after hearing 
tonight of their heroic actions, service to the community and 
solid police work that he believes everyone will agree with his 
statement. 

 
Chief Ripoli presented a Chief’s Plaque to Max Almenas who he 

stated is a reporter for the Suburbanite, a local weekly Fort Lee 
newspaper.  He stated that over the last few years Max has helped 
portray a positive image for the Police Department.  He thanked 
him for his support. 
 
 Chief Ripoli presented a Chief’s Plaque to Kay Nest who he 
stated is a highly respected community activist who has donated 
countless hours to improve the lives of others.  Kay has always 
been a supporter of the Police Department and for this commitment 
and for all of the works she does on behalf of the residents of 
the Borough she was given a Chief’s Plaque. 

 
Chief Ripoli presented a Chief’s Plaque to Sidney Ostrovsky 

from Fort Lee VFW Post #2342 who was representing the VFW Post in 
the absence of Commander James Viola who is being honored by the 
United States Marine Corp. tonight.  Chief Ripoli stated that VFW 
Post #2342 is one of the most active VFW posts in the State of New 
Jersey.  They work tirelessly to honor all veterans and keep their 
memories alive.  Their support and dedication to the Borough of 
Fort Lee can be seen in Veteran’s Square.  They routinely respond 
to veteran’s hospitals to visit the less fortunate and to remind 
the veterans that they are not forgotten.  The VFW Post also 
provided support to the Police Department when the Police 
Department was erecting its memorial for fallen officers on Abbott 
Boulevard.  
 
 
Military Veteran’s Award 
 
 Chief Ripoli stated that he and the Police Department are 
presenting plaques to the Fort Lee officers who have served in the 
military and who are now serving the residents of the Borough.  
Their families, the Mayor and Council and the residents of the 
Borough should feel proud that the officers have dedicated their 
time to serve the country and making it a safer place for everyone 
to live. 
 
 He added that the officers listed below will be receiving  a 
plaque which plaque identifies the service and emblem of the 
military branch the officers represented. 
  

Lt. Stanley Zon, Lt. Stephen Gallagher, Sgt. Patrick Kissane, 
Det. Richard Stanley, Det. Terence McCabe, Det. Osvaldo Rivera, 
Det. Gregory Boylan, Det. Francis Pantaleo, Det. Robert Tilton, 
Det. Jaime Cuevas, Det. Douglas Cabler and Police Officers Pedro 
Morey, Mark Gondola, Theron Kelly, Nick Orta, Daniel Dawson, David 
Kurz, John Ordonez,  Armando Gherghetta, Kevin Kosuda, Peter 
Locovara, Glen Infrate,  Darren Baumgardt, Michael Bialoblocki,  
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Carlos Cabrera, Gabriel Cappola, Sean Peppard, Justin Wanco and  
Anthony Kim 
 
 Lt. Ottina handed Chief Ripoli his Military Veteran’s Award.   
Chief Ripoli served in the United States Navy. 
 
Police Chief’s Award 
 
 Chief Ripoli stated that retired officers receiving plaques 
but were unable to attend tonight’s meeting included Lt. Luke 
Guglilmo, Lt. Michael Gilmartin, Det. Joseph Gallo and Det. James 
Viola 
 
 Chief Ripoli read short biographies and handed out the Police 
Chief’s award to recently retired Sgt. John Ford and Det. Robert 
Menchise as well as active police officers Sgt. Patrick Kissane, 
Det. Greg Boylan, Det. James Hunt and Det. Richard Stanley 
 
Police Chief’s Award 
 
 Chief Ripoli handed out an additional Police Chief’s award to 
Lt. Ottina who has served and has been in charge of the Merit 
Board since its inception over ten years ago. 
 
 Chief Ripoli turned over the remainder of the ceremony to Lt. 
Ottina.  He thanked the Mayor and Council and congratulated all 
the officers and civilians who received awards tonight. 
 
 
 Lt. Ottina thanked the Mayor and Council for letting the 
Merit Board make their presentation publicly.  He also thanked 
Chief Ripoli and Captains Tim Ford and Roy Bortolus and the Merit 
Board members. 
 
Civilian Appreciation Award 
 
 Lt. Ottina presented the Civilian Appreciation Citation to 
Patricia Horton who provided the Police Department with 
information that helped the Police Department capture a male actor  
who confessed to committing four armed robberies in the north end 
of the Borough. 
 
Meritorious Service Medal 
 

Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to Sgt. 
Patrick Kissane and Det. Phillip Ross, for their efforts with 
regard to keeping a juvenile safe which juvenile had threatened to 
jump off a thirty-two foot ledge.  The entire incident encompassed 
four hours. 
 
Civilian Appreciation Award 
 

Lt. Ottina presented the Civilian Citation Award to 
Communication Dispatchers Michael Woods and John C. Klein for 
their efforts with regard to the same matter above. 
 
Life Saving Award 
 

Lt. Ottina presented the Life Saving Citation to Police 
Officers Sean Peppard and Dennis Pothos who helped save the life 
of a male who was in respiratory distress and going into cardiac 
arrest.   
 
 



 
Regular Meeting                                  November 10, 2010 
                                                           Page #4 
 
 
Meritorious Service Medal 

 
Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to Police 

Officer Timothy Cullen for his efforts in helping the Police 
Department ultimately arrest two Fort Lee residents who were 
involved in money laundering, possession of prohibited ammunition, 
and possession of large capacity ammunition magazines.  Over 
$135,000 in laundered drug money was recovered during this 
investigation. 

 
Lt. Ottina presented the Meritorious Service Medal to Police 

Officer Justin Wanco for his efforts in capturing a male actor who 
had robbed the Marathon Bank in the Borough.  The actor was 
charged with second degree robbery. 
  
 Mayor Sokolich requested a brief recess at this point in the 
meeting. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the meeting was recessed for a short break at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the meeting was reconvened at 7:57 p.m. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 
16, 2010 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 7, 2010 
Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the October 14, 2010 
Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
    

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2010-29 - Amending Chapter 356, Section 25, Solid 
Waste, Source Separation of Leaves – Leaves Shall be Placed in 
Paper Bags Except During Leaf Season From October 15th to December 
15th 
  
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried, Ord. #2010-29 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 356 SOLID WASTE, SECTION 25 SOURCE SEPARATION OF LEAVES, 
OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 16, 
2010. 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
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Ordinance #2010-30 - Amending Chapter 293, Parks and Recreation,  
Article II, Section 11, Hours and Days of Operation 
  
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2010-30 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 293 PARKS AND RECREATION, ARTICLE II, 
REGULATIONS, SECTION 11 HOURS AND DAYS OF OPERATION, OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was 
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for December 16, 
2010. 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-31 -Authorizing a Special Emergency Appropriation  
in the Amount of $1,800,000 for the Payment of Contractually 
Required Severance Liabilities 
  
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2010-31 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A 
SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,800,000 FOR 
THE PAYMENT OF CONTRACTUALLY REQUIRED SEVERANCE LIABILITIES, IN 
AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY,” was introduced nd passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
December 9, 2010. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance #2010-28 - Refunding Bond Ordinance for a Portion of  
Certain General Improvement Bonds, Series 2002 – $8,750,000.00 
  
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2010-
28 entitled, “REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 
IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING 
OF ALL OR A PORTION OF CERTAIN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS, SERIES 
2002 OF THE BOROUGH, APPROPRIATING $8,750,000 THEREFORE AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE BY THE BOROUGH OR REFUNDING BONDS IN THE 
AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF NOT EXCEEDING $8,750,000 FOR 
FINANCING THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
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AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 

            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-14. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $11,562,299.96 
Capital                                          353,071.54 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                          6,749.58 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,070.50 
Trip Admissions                                    2,775.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         41,583.90 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           2,866.25 
Redemption Account                                      n/a 
School Resource Account                              303.52 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    6,404.11 
Police Justice                                          n/a 
Flexible Spending                                  2,818.21 
 
Total:                                       $11,979,942.57 
 
 
CA-2 - Accepting Retirement Notice From Fred Massaro, Parks  
Maintenance Worker for the DPW – Retroactive to November 1st 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the retirement notice dated October 25, 
2010 submitted by Fred Massaro of the Parks Department, is hereby 
accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Mr. Massaro’s effective date of 
retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be retroactive to 
November 1, 2010. 
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CA-3 - Authorizing Hiring of Stephanie Tarabokjia, Jordan  
Parchment, Michael Hunter and Gabriel LaRosa as Emergency Medical 
Technicians for the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps – $17.46 
Hourly  

 
WHEREAS, there are Emergency Medical Technician vacancies in 

the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps and the Mayor and Council have 
determined that this vacancy should be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Stephanie Tarabokjia, Jordan 
Parchment, Michael Hunter and Gabriel LaRosa be hired as part-time 
Emergency Medical Technicians with the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps, 
with an effective date of November 11, 2010; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional  
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of  
Personnel.  This position shall be at the wage of $17.46 per hour, 
not to exceed 19.5 hours per week.                 
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Hiring of Dorothy Alessio, Patricia Naughton, 
Herb Greenberg, Valentin Flisfder and Susan Patrick as School 
Crossing Guards - $17.39 Hourly 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in 
the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm 
retroactive to November 8, 2010 
 

Dorothy Alessio 
501 Linwood Drive #1D 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Patricia Naughton 
3060 Edwin Avenue #4B 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Herb Greenberg 
505 North Avenue #11J 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Valentin Flisfeder 
2160 Center Avenue #5K 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Susan Patrick 
8900 Boulevard East 

North Bergen, New Jersey 07047 
 

 
CA-5 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local  
Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, Drunk 
Driving Enforcement Fund - $12,426,38 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 
any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 
such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 
and 
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WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 
item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $12,426.38 from the 
State of New Jersey and wishes to amend its 2010 Budget to include 
a portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough Of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 
insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2010, in the 
sum of $12,426.38 which is now available as a revenue item from: 

Miscellaneous Revenues 
Special Items Of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 
Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services: 

Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 
Police -- Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of $12,426.38 be and 

the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 
General Appropriations: 

(a) Operations excluded from CAPS 
Programs Offset by Revenues: 

Police -- Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund 
    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 
directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 
Director of Local Government Services. 
 
 
CA-6 - Ch. 159 Requesting Approval From Director of Local  
Government Services to Approve Special Item of Revenue, 12th 
Street Pump Station - $100,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 
any special item of revenue in the Budget of any Municipality when 
such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of adoption of the Budget; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an 
item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee received $100,000 from the 
State of New Jersey and wishes to amend its 2010 Budget to include 
a portion of this amount as an item of revenue, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough Of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the 
insertion of an item of revenue in the Budget year of 2010, in  
the sum of..................................$100,000.00 
which is now available as a revenue item from: 

Miscellaneous Revenues 
Special Items Of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior 
Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services: 

Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 
Sewer System, Other Expenses -- 12th Street Pump Station 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a like sum of ....$100,000.00 

be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption: 
General Appropriations: 
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(a) Operations excluded from CAPS 

Programs Offset by Revenues: 
Sewer System, Other Expenses -- 12th Street Pump Station 
    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby 
directed to forward two (2) copies of this Resolution to the 
Director of Local Government Services. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees to the State of New  
Jersey for Period Covering July 1st Through September 30, 2010 - 
$1,450.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  
amount of $1,450.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 
union licenses for the period covering July 1, 2010 through 
September 30, 2010. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis 
to the Department of Human Services. 
 

01-2887 
 
 
CA-8 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Robert McNerney of 
The Firm McNerney & Associates, Glen Rock, New Jersey with Regard 
to Tax Appeal Litigation at 1638-1642 Schlosser Street – $7,500.00  
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
  PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the owners of property located at 1638-1642 
Schlosser Street (“Property”) in the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) filed a complaint with the Tax Court challenging the 
Borough’s total assessment for the property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 
of the Property, also known as Block 4252, Lot 5 on the tax map of 
the Borough, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed appraiser to prepare an appraisal; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 
McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 
professional appraisal services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated September 27, 2010, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal  
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services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 
the Property; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 
McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional appraisal services will be 
performed by McNerney at a cost of $7,500, including all out-of-
pocket expenses, which amount is less than the threshold of 
$17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has awarded contracts to McNerney in 
2010 that exceed the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey 
Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, and the receipt of a proposal from 
McNerney to provide professional appraisal services was pursuant 
to a non-fair and open process in accordance with the provisions 
of New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 
Law, McNerney is required to complete and submit at least ten (10) 
days prior to the award of a contract a Political Contribution 
Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, a 
Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made any 
reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in 
the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from making 
any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 
Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 
by McNerney and shall be placed and maintained on file at the 
office of the Borough Clerk; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 
appraisal with regard to the Property in the Borough is in the 
best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 
contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That McNerney, 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 
07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 
appraisal services related to the preparation of an appraisal with 
regard to the Property in the Borough, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated September 27, 2010, attached hereto and made a 
part hereof. 
 
 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations  
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of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
current funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-9 - Awarding Contract to Pulice/William Architects, Leonia, New 
Jersey for the Preparation of Construction Drawings &    
Specifications for the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps Garage 
Floor at 350 Main Street - $14,500.00 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AWARDING ACONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL  
       ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed architect to provide professional 
architectural services related to the preparation of construction 
drawings and specifications for the implementation of renovations 
to the existing building for the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps 
(“Ambulance Corps Building”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Pulice/Williams Architects (“Architect”) to perform such 
professional architectural services related to the preparation of 
construction drawings and specifications for the implementation of 
renovations to the Ambulance Corps Building in accordance with its 
proposal, dated September 13, 2010, (attached hereto) and 
available in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and 
 

WHEREAS, in 2009, pursuant to formal resolution, the Borough 
awarded a contract to the Architect for the evaluation of the 
existing construction and feasibility of renovations to the 
Ambulance Corps Building; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Architect possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional architectural 
services related to the Ambulance Corps Building; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of accepting a proposal from the Architect for professional 
architectural services in accordance with the procedures mandated 
under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional architectural services will be 
performed by the Architect for a lump sum in the amount of 
$14,500.00 for the preparation of construction drawings and 
specifications for the implementation of renovations to the 
Ambulance Corps Building, which amount is less than the threshold 
of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, 
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is not 
subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 
Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the acceptance of the Architect’s proposal for the 
provision of professional architectural services related to 
Ambulance Corps Building in accordance with its proposal is in the 
best interests of the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That the Architect shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform professional architectural services related to the 
preparation of construction drawings and specifications for the 
implementation of renovations to the Ambulance Corps Building, in 
accordance with its proposal, dated September 13, 2010, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

2. That the Mayor be and is hereby is authorized to execute 
a contract with the Architect for the performance of architectural 
services pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 3. That the Architect is specifically placed on notice that 
they will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action 
regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified  as to 
the availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
CA-10 - Requesting Approval from Bergen County to Make a Use   
Change for a 2008 Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
Application for Improvements to Eighth Street et al. so as to Now 
Implement Borough Wide Handicap Accessible Ramps 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee in 2008 applied for a Bergen 
Community Development Block Grant of $100,0000 for improvements to 
8th Street et al.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is requesting approval from Bergen 
County to change its initial use of the Block Grant application   
 



 
 
Regular Meeting                                  November 10, 2010 
                                                          Page #13 
 
so as to now implement Borough wide handicap accessible ramps, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the change of 
use of the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-11 - Requesting Approval from Bergen County to Make a Use 
Change for a 2009 Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application for Improvements to Stillwell Avenue so as to 
Now Re-Do the 12th Street Pump Station 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee in 2009 applied for a Bergen 
Community Development Block Grant of $100,0000 for improvements to 
Stillwell Avenue; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is requesting approval from Bergen 
County to change its initial use of the Block Grant application  
so as to now re-do the 12th Street Pump Station in order to stop 
the flooding and handle the flow of one of the Borough’s largest 
pump stations, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the change of 
use of the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer from 
Hangar Inc. to Fort Lee Four LLC at 2143 Route 4 East With Certain 
Conditions Imposed  
 
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 
transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-042-008, 
heretofore issued to Hangar Inc., a New Jersey corporation for 
premises located at 2143 Route 4 East, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority 
reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase of the 
license and the licensed business and all additional financing 
obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
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WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, does hereby approve the person-to-person 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to 
Fort Lee Four LLC t/a Studio 4 at 2143 Route 4 East, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey 07024 (“Licensee”) effective November 10, 2010 and does 
hereby direct the Municipal Clerk to endorse the license 
certificate to the new ownership. 
 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the instant license and 
premises shall be subject to operation in accordance with law and 
the following (fully negotiated and agreed upon) terms and 
conditions: 
 

1. No person(s) under the age of 21 (including employees) are 
permitted on premises when alcohol is being distributed.  
“Teen” nights or “Special Events” allowing persons under 
age 21 access to the establishment shall not be permitted. 

 
2. Licensee shall maintain at its sole cost and expense, a 

minimum ratio of one security person for every 25 patrons  
during operating hours.  The minimum number of security 
personnel to be maintained, on any given day of operation, 
shall not be less than 20. 

 
3. Security personnel must be clearly identifiable and display 

name and photographic identification on their outer most 
garments. 

 
4. Licensee must immediately contact and report to the Fort 

Lee Police Department, any and all action taken by security 
which involves the use of physical force to restrain and/or 
remove a patron or potential patron. 

 
5. Licensee must designate, with prior notice to the Police 

Department, one person to be responsible for monitoring New 
Jersey fire code load occupancy requirements.  Management 
must pre-designate and identify to the Fort Lee Police 
Department, who will be responsible for keeping a running 
patron count.  Occupancy shall not exceed 500 patrons. 

 
6. Licensee will notify the Fort Lee Police Department, in 

writing, of any planned special event, no less than 7 days 
prior to the event being held.  Management will also 
cooperate with the Borough, to their fullest extent, to 
ensure a safe environment. 

 
7. Licensee shall provide such additional security controls as 

may be, from time to time, requested by the Fort Lee Police 
Department.  Licensee is required to make available to the 
Fort Lee Police Department, upon request, a list and 
contact information of and for personnel employed by 
Licensee for the premises. 

 
8. The Licensed Premise(s) is deemed to include adjacent and 

accessory premises, including but not limited to the 
parking lot, street and side walks. 
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9. Licensee shall, prior to operations commencing and at all 
times thereafter, improve and maintain the video camera 
system to include (fully operable) digital quality 
surveillance of the interior and the exterior area of the 
front, rear and sides of the building, to the satisfaction 
of the Fort Lee Police Department.  Password computer 
access for Police Department and 90 day retention of video 
images, shall be provided, prior to commencing operations.  

 
10. Licensee shall provide monthly updates, in writing, to the 

Fort Lee Police Department, of employee turnover including 
photographs and contact information of all current and new 
employees.  

 
11. Licensee shall eliminate the practice of valet parking, 

which, by design, funnels a large number of people into a 
confined area for a protracted period of time and creates 
an unsafe traffic condition on Rt. 4 East. 

 
12. Licensee shall provide exterior cleaning every Saturday and 

Sunday morning, to be completed before 9 am. 
 

13. Management shall assign security personnel to all restrooms 
to monitor for any unsafe conditions.  Personnel must 
report any criminal activity immediately. 

 
14. Management and operation of the premises and establishment 

must be maintained by a majority owner (not less than 51%). 
 

15. No patron shall be admitted or readmitted to the premises 
after 2 am.  “Last call” for food or beverage service shall 
be 2:15 am.  Premises shall be closed and all patrons 
exited, not later than 2:45 am.  

 
16. Licensee shall maintain adequate noise abatement measures 

so as to insure that surrounding premises are not unduly 
inconvenienced.  

 
17. Failure to comply with any portion of the abovestated terms 

and conditions shall subject Licensee to liability for any 
reasonable cost of enforcement or abatement incurred as a 
result of such non-compliance, including but not limited 
to, cost of additional police or other emergency service 
personnel, and may subject Licensee to the revocation of 
its liquor license. 

 
  
CA-13 - Authorizing Payment to J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc.,  
Hackensack, New Jersey, for Emergency Repairs to the DPW  
Facilities Retaining Wall – Fee Not to Exceed $28,000.00 

 
WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists to the safety and 

welfare of the public by the way of a potentially hazardous 
condition from cracking and separation in an existing retaining 
wall located the DPW yard border at Valley Street and where there 
is  an immediate need to repair this exists; and 
 
     WHEREAS, said repair of the retaining wall was declared an 
extreme emergency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Assistant Engineer and 
the Superintendent of the Department of Public Works, J. Fletcher 
Creamer & Son, Inc, will provide services to repair said wall, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes payment to J. Fletcher Creamer 
& Son, Inc., in the amount not to exceed $28,000.00 for the 
necessary repairs to the retaining wall; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of  
the Borough Clerk and such funds are available under capital  
account #04-215-55-1024-081.   
 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing Payment to Rapid Pump and Meter Co., Paterson, 
New Jersey, for the Purchase of an Emergency Pump Replacement at 
the Palisades Terrace Pump Station – $89,600.00 
 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists to the safety and 
welfare of the public by the way of the failure of an existing 
sanitary sewerage pump at the Palisade Terrace Pump Station and the 
immediate need to replace this exists; and 
 
     WHEREAS, said replacement of the sewerage pump was declared an 
extreme emergency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Assistant Engineer, 
Superintendent of the Department of Public Works, and the 
Supervisor of Sewers, Rapid Pump & Meter Service Company, Inc.,  
will provide said sewerage pump, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to Rapid Pump & Meter 
Company, Inc., in the amount of $89,600.00 for the purchase of the  
replacement sewerage pump; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of  
the Borough Clerk and such funds are available under capital  
account #04-215-55-1024-081. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke to CA-3 and CA-4 and explained that the 
hires being made are for health, safety and welfare reasons.  The 
hires are replacements for positions previously established. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-5, CA-6 and 
CA-8. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Mayor Sokolich responded to CA-5 and CA-6.  Mr. 
Cohen replied to CA-8. 
 
    There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-14) was 
approved unanimously with Councilman Cervieri being absent from 
the vote. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 - Authorizing the Issuance of Not to Exceed $1,800,000.00 
Special Emergency Notes for the Payment of Contractually Required 
Severance Liabilities 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE  ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED 
$1,800,000  SPECIAL  EMERGENCY  NOTES  FOR  THE  PAYMENT  OF 
CONTRACTUALLY  REQUIRED  SEVERANCE  LIABILITIES,  IN  AND  BY 
THE BOROUGH OF  FORT  LEE,  IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY 

 
  BE  IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,  IN THE 
COUNTY  OF  BERGEN,  NEW  JERSEY  (not  less  than  two‐thirds  of  all  members  thereof 
affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1.   An ordinance authorizing a special emergency appropriation of $1,800,000 
for the payment by the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the “Borough”) 
of  contractually  required  severance  liabilities  resulting  from  the  layoff  and/or  retirement  of 
Borough employees has been finally adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough, and a copy 
thereof  has  been  filed with  the Director  of  the Division  of  Local Government  Services  in  the 
Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey (the “Director”). 

 
Section 2.  (a)  In order  to  finance  the  special emergency appropriation described  in 

Section 1 of this resolution, the Borough is hereby authorized to borrow the sum of not to exceed 
$1,800,000 and  to  issue  its special emergency notes  (the “Notes”)  therefor  in accordance with 
the Local Budget Law of New Jersey (N.J.S.A. 40A:4‐55). 

 
  (b)  The  Notes  authorized  by  this  resolution  may  be  issued  in  amounts  and 
denominations  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  the  amount  of  Notes  authorized  herein,  as 
determined by the chief financial officer of the  pursuant to this resolution. 
 
  (c)  The Borough may finance the special emergency appropriation from surplus funds 
available  or may  borrow money  in  a manner  prescribed  herein.   Where  an  appropriation  is 
financed from surplus funds available, at least one‐fifth of the amount thereof shall be included 
in each annual budget until the appropriation has been fully provided for. 
 

Section 3.  The  following  matters  in  connection  with  the  Notes  are  hereby 
determined: 

 
  (a)  All Notes issued hereunder and any renewals thereof shall mature at such time as 
may be determined by the chief financial officer within the limitations of the Local Budget Law, 
provided however, that at least one‐fifth of all such Notes and the renewals thereof shall mature 
and be paid in each year so that all Notes and renewals shall have matured and have been paid 
not later than the last day of the fifth year following the date of this resolution; 
 
  (b)  All Notes  issued  hereunder  shall  bear  interest  at  such  rate  or  rates  as may  be 
determined by the chief financial officer; 
 
  (c)  The Notes shall be  in  the  form determined by  the chief  financial officer and  the 
chief financial officer's signature upon the Notes shall be conclusive as to such determination; 
 

Section 4.  The chief financial officer  is hereby authorized and directed to determine 
all matters in connection with the Notes not determined by this or a subsequent resolution and 
the  chief  financial  officer's  signature  upon  the  Notes  shall  be  conclusive  as  to  such 
determination. 

 
Section 5.   The chief financial officer is hereby authorized to sell the Notes from time 

to time at public or private sale in such amounts as such officer may determine at not less than 
par and to deliver the same from time to time to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of  
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payment of  the purchase price plus  accrued  interest  from  their dates  to  the date of delivery 
thereof and payment therefor. 
 
  Section 6.  Any instrument issued pursuant to this resolution shall be a general 
obligation of the Borough.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the 
punctual payment of the principal of and the interest on the Notes and, unless otherwise paid or 
payment provided for, an amount sufficient for such payment shall be inserted in the budget  
and a tax sufficient to provide for the payment thereof shall be levied and collected. 
 
  Section 7.   The chief financial officer is authorized and directed to report in writing to 
this governing body at  the meeting next succeeding  the date when any sale or delivery of  the 
Notes  pursuant  to  this  resolution  is made,  such  report  to  include  the  amount,  description, 
interest rate and maturity of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 
 
  Section 8.   A copy of this resolution as adopted shall be filed with the Director. 
 

Section 9.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-2 - Determining the Form and Other Details of Not to Exceed 
$8,750,000.00 of General Improvement Refunding Bonds et al. 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER 
DETAILS OF NOT TO EXCEED $8,750,000 OF GENERAL 
IMPROVEMENT REFUNDING BONDS OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY OR SUCH OTHER AMOUNT AS DETERMINED BY 
THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ACCOMPLISH THE 
REFUNDING ON THE TERMS APPROVED BY THE LOCAL 
FINANCE BOARD CONSISTENT WITH THE REFUNDING 
PROVISIONS OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE AND 
PROVIDING FOR THE SALE AND THE DELIVERY OF 
SUCH BONDS TO NW CAPITAL MARKETS INC. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof 
affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1. An amount not to exceed $8,750,000 of General Improvement Refunding Bonds of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the “Borough”), in specific 
amounts to be determined as provided herein and as more fully described in a bond ordinance 
finally adopted by the Borough pursuant to the Local Bond Law on November 10, 2010, and 
entitled, “Refunding Bond Ordinance of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen,  
New Jersey, Providing for the  Refunding of All or a Portion of Certain General Improvement 
Bonds, Series 2002 of the Borough, Appropriating $8,750,000 Therefor and Authorizing the 
Issuance by the Borough of Refunding Bonds in the Aggregate Principal Amount of Not  
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Exceeding $8,750,000 for Financing the Cost Thereof”  shall be issued as “General Improvement 
Refunding Bonds” (the “Bonds”). 

 
Section 2.   The Bonds are hereby authorized to be sold to NW Capital Markets Inc. 

(the “Underwriter”) at a purchase price determined by the parameters set forth below and 
otherwise consistent with the terms included in the approval by the Local Finance Board in the 
Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey (the “Local Finance Board”): 

 
(a) the principal amount of the Bonds does not exceed $8,750,000; 
 
(b) the Net Interest Cost of the Bonds does not exceed an interest rate that would 

enable the Borough to complete the refunding within the parameters established by the Local 
Finance Board; 

 
(c) the Underwriter’s discount does not exceed the amount referenced in the approved 

Local Finance Board application; 
 
(d) the maturity structure or weighted average maturity for the Bonds is substantially 

similar to the structure submitted to and approved by the Local Finance Board together with any 
adjustments recommended by the Underwriter on the sale date designed to reduce the total costs 
of the borrowing to the Borough; 

 
(e) all conditions required by the Local Finance Board for the sale of the Bonds are 

satisfied. 
 
Section 3.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed, without 

further authorization, to enter into and execute a purchase contract (the “Purchase Contract”) on 
behalf of the Borough with the Underwriter in the form satisfactory to bond counsel to the 
Borough and upon terms consistent with the above parameters.  Upon execution of the Purchase 
Contract, the signature of the Mayor and/or the Chief Financial Officer shall be conclusively 
presumed to evidence any necessary approvals for the sale of the Bonds.  If the Chief Financial 
Officer, after consultation with the Underwriter, determines that the above parameters cannot be 
satisfied in the present market, the Bonds shall not be sold until such time as said parameters may 
be amended, in whole or in part, or a sale on different terms is otherwise approved by resolution of 
this Borough Council. 

 
Section 4.   (a) The Bonds shall be issued in the par amounts consistent with the 

parameters set forth in Section 2 hereof and determined by the Chief Financial Officer to be 
necessary to pay costs of issuance and to provide an escrow fund that, when invested, will be 
sufficient to provide for the timely payment of the principal and redemption premium, if any, of 
and interest on all or a portion of the $7,730,000 outstanding principal amount of  General 
Improvement Bonds, Series 2002 dated February 15, 2002, originally issued in the principal 
amount of $18,030,000, which amounts mature on February 15 in each of the years 2013 through 
2016, inclusive ( the “Refunded Bonds”). 

 
(b)  The Bonds shall be dated and shall bear interest at the rates per annum as the Chief 

Financial Officer shall determine. 
 
(c)  The Bonds shall be numbered and have such prefix or prefixes as determined 

necessary by the Chief Financial Officer and be sold and issued with such serial maturities or with 
such term bond maturities payable from mandatory sinking fund payments made by the Borough 
as determined in the Purchase Contract.  
 

(d)  The Bonds shall mature in each of the years 2011 to 2016, inclusive, or such other 
dates deemed consistent with the approved Local Finance Board resolution and in the principal 
amounts as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer and shall bear interest on the dates 
as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer. 
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(e)  The Bonds are not subject to redemption prior to their stated maturities. 
 
(f)  The Bonds will be issued in fully registered form.  One certificate shall be issued 

for the aggregate principal amount of Bonds maturing in each year.  Both principal of and interest 
on the Bonds will be payable in lawful money of the United States of America.  Each certificate 
will be registered in the name of CEDE & Co., as nominee of The Depository Trust Company, 
New York, New York, which will act as securities depository (the "Securities Depository").  The 
certificates will be on deposit with the Securities Depository.  The Securities Depository will be 
responsible for maintaining a book-entry system for recording the interests of its participants or 
the transfers of the interests among its participants.  The participants will be responsible for 
maintaining records recording the beneficial ownership interests in the Bonds on behalf of 
individual purchasers.  Individual purchases may be made in the principal amount of $5,000 or 
any integral multiple thereof through book-entries made on the books and the records of the 
Securities Depository and its participants except that an amount maturing in any one year in 
excess of the largest principal amount thereof equaling a multiple of $5,000 will be in the 
denominations of $1,000 or any integral multiple thereof. 

 
(g) The principal of and the interest due on the Bonds will be paid to the Securities 

Depository by the Borough on the respective maturity dates and due dates and will be credited on 
the respective maturity dates and due dates to the participants of the Securities Depository as listed 
on the records of the Securities Depository as of the 15th next preceding each maturity date (the 
"Record Dates" for the Bonds).  The Bonds shall be executed by the manual or facsimile 
signatures of the Mayor and the Chief Financial Officer under the official seal of the Borough (or 
facsimile thereof) affixed, printed, engraved or reproduced thereon and attested by the manual 
signature of the Clerk.  

 
Section 5. The Bonds shall be substantially in the following forms with such additions, 

deletions and omissions as may be necessary for the Borough to market the Bonds: 
REGISTERED              REGISTERED 
No. GIRB-___              $_________          
 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 
 BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 
 GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BOND  
 

 
DATED DATE: 

 
MATURITY 
DATE: 

RATE OF INTEREST 
PER ANNUM: 

 
CUSIP: 

 
_/__/10 

 
__/__/__   _______% 

 
______ ___ 

 
 BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey (the 
“Borough”), hereby acknowledges itself indebted and for value received promises to pay to CEDE 
& Co., as nominee of The Depository Trust Company which will act as Security Depository on the 
Maturity Date specified above, upon presentation and surrender of this bond, the principal sum of 
________________________ DOLLARS ($__________), and to pay interest on such sum from 
the Dated Date stated above until it matures at the Rate of Interest Per Annum specified above 
semiannually on the first day of ________ and _______ in each year until maturity, commencing 
____________.  Principal of and interest on this bond will be paid to the Security Depository by 
the Borough and will be credited to the participants of The Depository Trust Company as listed on  
the records of The Depository Trust Company as of the ________ and _______ next preceding the 
date of such payments (the “Record Dates”).  The principal of and interest on this bond are 
payable in lawful money of the United States of America.  

 
This bond is not transferable as to principal or interest.  The participants are responsible for 
maintaining the records regarding the beneficial ownership interest in the bonds on behalf of the  
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individual purchasers except to an authorized nominee of The Depository Trust Company.  The 
Depository Trust Company shall be responsible for maintaining the book-entry system for 
recording the interests of its participants or the transfers of the interests among its participants.   

 
 This bond is not subject to redemption prior to its stated maturity.  This bond is one of an 
authorized issue of bonds and is issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law of the State of New 
Jersey, a bond ordinance of the Borough finally adopted November 10, 2010, and entitled, 
“Refunding Bond Ordinance of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey, 
Providing for the  Refunding of All or a Portion of Certain General Improvement Bonds, Series 
2002 of the Borough, Appropriating $8,750,000 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance by the 
Borough of Refunding Bonds in the Aggregate Principal Amount of Not Exceeding $8,750,000 
for Financing the Cost Thereof” and a resolution of the Borough adopted November 10, 2010. 

 
As long as The Depository Trust Company is the depository for the Bonds as provided 

herein, the procedures of The Depository Trust Company will determine the method of selection 
for redemption within a maturity.  Otherwise, it will be by lot or by a similar method. 

 
The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby irrevocably pledged for the punctual 

payment of the principal of and the interest on this bond according to its terms. 
 

It is hereby certified and recited that all conditions, acts and things required by the 
constitution or the statutes of the State of New Jersey to exist, to have happened or to have been 
performed precedent to or in the issuance of this bond exist, have happened and have been 
performed and that the issue of bonds of which this is one, together with all other indebtedness of 
the Borough, is within every debt and other limit prescribed by such constitution or statutes. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Borough has caused this bond to be executed in its name by 
the manual or facsimile signatures of its Mayor and its Chief Financial Officer, its corporate seal 
to be hereunto imprinted or affixed, this bond and the seal to be attested by the manual or 
facsimile signature of its Clerk and this bond to be dated the Dated Date as specified above. 

 
                BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 
 
                                                                                  ______________________________ 
                                                                                  Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor 

 
ATTEST:         
 
_________________________________               ________________________________  
 Neil Grant, Borough Clerk                                      Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 
 
 
 Section 6.  The law firm of McManimon & Scotland, L.L.C. is authorized to arrange 
for the printing of the Bonds.  The proper officials of the Borough are hereby authorized and 
directed to execute the Bonds and to deliver them to the purchaser upon receipt of payment 
therefor. 
 
 Section 7.   The Bonds shall have printed thereon a copy of the written opinion with 
respect to the Bonds that is to be rendered by the law firm of McManimon & Scotland, L.L.C., 
complete except for omission of its date.  The Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to certify 
the  
truth and the correctness of the copy of such opinion by executing on each of the Bonds by 
facsimile signature a certificate in form satisfactory to that law firm and to file a signed duplicate 
of such written opinion in the Clerk’s office.  Alternatively, each Bond may be accompanied by 
the signed legal opinion or copy thereof.  
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Section 8.   The Bonds are being issued to refund the Refunded Bonds.  The Chief 

Financial Officer shall take all steps necessary to call the Refunded Bonds on the first available 
call date at the applicable redemption price, deposit the proceeds of the Bonds with a bank for the 
purpose of defeasing the Refunded Bonds, invest the proceeds of the Bonds for this purpose and 
assist with the redemption of the Refunded Bonds.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby 
authorized to enter into an agreement with a bank (the “Escrow Deposit Agreement”) to effectuate 
the purpose of this Section 8. 

 
Section 9. The Borough hereby covenants that it will comply with any conditions 

subsequent imposed by the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”) in order to 
preserve the exemption from taxation of interest on the Bonds, including the requirement to rebate 
all net investment earnings on the gross proceeds above the yield on the Bonds, and that it will 
refrain from taking any action that would adversely affect the tax exemption of the Bonds under 
the Code. 

 
 Section 10.    The Borough hereby approves the preparation and the distribution of the 
Preliminary Official Statement on behalf of the Borough in the form approved or to be approved 
by the Chief Financial Officer.  Such Official Statement may be distributed in preliminary form 
and deemed final for purposes of Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission on 
behalf of the Borough by the Mayor or the Chief Financial Officer.  The Preliminary Official 
Statement shall be prepared in final form in connection with the issuance of the Bonds and the 
Mayor and/or the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough are authorized to execute any certificates 
necessary in connection with the distribution of the Official Statement.  Final Official Statements 
shall be delivered to the Underwriter of the Bonds within the earlier of seven business days 
following the sale of the Bonds or to accompany the Underwriter’s confirmations that request 
payment for the Bonds. 
 

Section 11.    The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make representations 
and warranties, to enter into agreements and to make all arrangements with the Securities 
Depository, as may be necessary in order to provide that the Bonds will be eligible for deposit 
with the Securities Depository and to satisfy any obligation undertaken in connection therewith. 

 
Section 12. In the event that the Securities Depository may determine to discontinue 

providing its service with respect to the Bonds or is removed by the Borough and if no successor 
Securities Depository is appointed, the Bonds which were previously issued in book-entry form 
shall be converted to Registered Bonds (the “Registered Bonds”) in denominations of $5,000, or 
any integral multiple thereof, except that an amount maturing in any one year in excess of the 
largest principal amount thereof equaling a multiple of $5,000 will be in denominations of $1,000, 
or any integral multiple thereof.  The beneficial owner under the book-entry system, upon 
registration of the Bonds held in the beneficial owner's name, will become the registered owner of 
such Registered Bonds.  The Borough shall be obligated to provide for the execution and delivery 
of the Registered Bonds in certificate form. 

 
Section 13.   Solely for purposes of complying with Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and 

Exchange Commission, as amended and interpreted from time to time (the “Rule”), and provided 
that the Bonds are not exempt from the Rule and provided that the Bonds are not exempt from the 
following requirements in accordance with paragraph (d) of the Rule, for so long as the Bonds 
remain outstanding (unless the Bonds have been wholly defeased), the Borough shall provide for 
the benefit of the holders of the Bonds and the beneficial owners thereof: 

 
 (a) On or prior to 270 days from the end of each fiscal year, beginning with the fiscal  
year ending December 31, 2010, to the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board through the 
Electronic Municipal Market Access Dataport (the “MSRB”), or any other designated nationally 
recognized municipal securities information repository (“State Repository”), if any, annual 
financial information with respect to the Borough consisting of the audited financial statements (or 
unaudited financial statements if audited financial statements are not then available, which audited  
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financial statements will be delivered when and if available) of the Borough and certain financial 
information and operating data consisting of (i) Borough and overlapping indebtedness including a 
schedule of outstanding debt issued by the Borough, (ii) the Borough’s most current adopted 
budget, (iii) property valuation information, and (iv) tax rate, levy and collection data.  The 
audited financial information will be prepared in accordance with modified cash accounting as 
mandated by State of New Jersey statutory principles in effect from time to time or with generally 
accepted  
accounting principles as modified by governmental accounting standards as may be required by 
New Jersey law and shall be filed electronically and accompanied by identifying information with 
the National Repository; 
 
 (b) in a timely manner not in excess of ten business days after the occurrence of the 
event, to the MSRB, and to the State Repository, if any, notice of any of the following events with 
respect to the Bonds (herein "Material Events"): 
 
  (1) Principal and interest payment delinquencies;  
  (2) Non-payment related defaults, if material;  
  (3) Unscheduled draws on debt service reserves reflecting financial difficulties; 
  (4) Unscheduled draws on credit enhancements reflecting financial difficulties; 

 (5) Substitution of credit or liquidity providers, or their failure to perform; 
  (6) Adverse tax opinions, the issuance by the Internal Revenue Service of 

proposed or final determinations of taxability, Notices of Proposed Issue 
(IRS Form 5701-TEB) or other material notices or determinations with 
respect to the tax status of the security, or other material events affecting the 
tax status of the security; 

 (7) Modifications to rights of security holders, if material; 
  (8) Bond calls, if material, and tender offers; 

 (9) Defeasances; 
  (10) Release, substitution, or sale of property securing repayment of the 

securities, if material; 
 (11) Rating changes; 
 (12) Bankruptcy, insolvency, receivership or similar event of the obligated 

person; 
 (13) The consummation of a merger, consolidation, or acquisition involving an 

obligated person or the sale of all or substantially all of the assets of the 
obligated person, other than in the ordinary course of business, the entry 
into a definitive agreement to undertake such an action or the termination of 
a definitive agreement relating to any such actions, other than pursuant to 
its terms, if material; and 

 (14) Appointment of a successor or additional trustee or the change of name of a 
trustee, if material. 

 
For the purposes of the event identified in subparagraph (12) above, the event is 

considered to occur when any of the following occur: the appointment of a receiver, fiscal agent or 
similar officer for an obligated person in a proceeding under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code or in any 
other proceeding under state or federal law in which a court or governmental authority has 
assumed jurisdiction over substantially all of the assets or business of the obligated person, or if 
such jurisdiction has been assumed by leaving the existing governing body and officials or officers 
in possession but subject to the supervision and orders of a court or governmental authority, or the 
entry of an order confirming a plan of reorganization, arrangement or liquidation by a court or 
governmental authority having supervision or jurisdiction over substantially all of the assets or 
business of the obligated person.  
 
 (c) in a timely manner to the MSRB, and to the State Repository if any, notice of 
failure of the Borough to provide required annual financial information on or before the date 
specified in this resolution. 
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 (d)  If all or any part of the Rule ceases to be in effect for any reason, then the 
information required to be provided under this resolution, insofar as the provisions of the Rule no 
longer in effect required the provision of such information, shall no longer be required to be 
provided. 
 
 (e) The Chief Financial Officer shall determine, in consultation with Bond Counsel, 
the application of the Rule or the exemption from the Rule for each issue of obligations of the  
Borough prior to their offering.  Such officer is hereby authorized to enter into additional written 
contracts or undertakings to implement the Rule and is further authorized to amend such contracts 
or undertakings or the undertakings set forth in this resolution, provided such amendment is, in the 
opinion of nationally recognized bond counsel, in compliance with the Rule. 
 

(f) In the event that the Borough fails to comply with the Rule requirements or the 
written contracts or undertakings specified in this certificate, the Borough shall not be liable for 
monetary damages.  The sole remedy is hereby specifically limited to specific performance of the 
Rule requirements or the written contracts or undertakings therefor. 

 
Section 14. If all or any part of the Rule ceases to be in effect for any reason, then the 

information required to be provided under this resolution, insofar as the provision of the Rule no 
longer in effect required the provision of such information, shall no longer be required to be 
provided.  

 
Section 15.     The Chief Financial Officer shall determine, in consultation with bond 

counsel, the application of the Rule or the exemption from the Rule for each issue of obligations 
of the Borough prior to their offering.  Such officer is hereby authorized to enter into additional 
written contracts or undertakings to implement the Rule and is further authorized to amend such 
contracts or undertakings or the undertakings set forth in this resolution, provided such 
amendment is, in the opinion of nationally recognized bond counsel, in compliance with the Rule. 

 
Section 16.    In the event that the Borough fails to comply with the Rule requirements or 

the written contracts or undertakings specified in this resolution, the Borough shall not be liable 
for any monetary damages, remedy of the beneficial owners of the Bonds being hereby 
specifically limited to specific performance of the Rule requirements or the written contracts or 
undertakings therefor. 

 
Section 17.   The undertaking may be amended by the Borough from time to time, 

without the consent of the Bondholders or the beneficial owners of the Bonds, in order to make 
modifications required in connection with a change in legal requirements or change in law, which 
in the opinion of nationally recognized bond counsel complies with the Rule. 

 
Section 18.   There can be no assurance that there will be a secondary market for the sale 

or purchase of the Bonds.  Such factors as prevailing market conditions, financial condition or 
market position of firms who may make the secondary market and the financial condition of the 
Borough may affect the future liquidity of the Bonds.  

 
Section 19.   The Mayor, the Chief Financial Officer, the Clerk and other appropriate 

representatives of the Borough are hereby authorized to take all steps necessary to provide for the 
issuance of the Bonds and the refunding of the Refunded Bonds, including preparing and 
executing such agreements and documents on behalf of the Borough, satisfying in full the 
requirements of notice of redemption of the Refunded Bonds and taking all steps necessary or 
desirable to implement this resolution, such agreements and documents as may be necessary and 
appropriate and the transactions contemplated thereby. 
 

Section 20.    The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to pay all 
costs of issuance in connection with the sale of the Bonds pursuant to a certificate of the Chief 
Financial Officer to be executed upon delivery of the Bonds in an aggregate amount not to exceed 
the aggregate amount authorized. 
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Section 21.   This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
R-3 - Authorizing the Issuance of Requests for Qualifications for  
2011 for Professional Services for the Borough of Fort Lee for 
Legal, Financial, Engineering, Health Benefits and Risk Management 
Services  
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF REQUESTS FOR               
       QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE FOR LEGAL, FINANCIAL, ENGINEERING, RISK  
       MANAGEMENT AND BANKING SERVICES 
 
     WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2006, N.J.S.A 19:44A-20.1 et seq., 
commonly known as the “State Pay to Play” law, enacted by  
the New Jersey State Legislature shall become effective; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.3, a municipality may 
not award contracts with a value in excess of $17,500.00 to a 
business entity which has made reportable  contributions in excess 
of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the said municipality’s political 
parties or to any candidate’s committee  
of any person serving in an elective public office of the said 
municipality when such a contract was awarded, unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open  
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the  
following: (1) public advertisement of a Request for 
Qualifications (hereinafter the “RFQ”) issued a minimum ten (10) 
calendar days notice prior to the receipt of responses to the RFQ; 
(2) award of contract under a process that provides for public 
solicitation of qualifications; (3) award of contract under 
publicly disclosed criteria established, in writing, by the 
municipality prior to the solicitation of qualifications; and (4) 
the municipality shall publicly open and announce the 
qualifications when awarded; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(hereinafter the “Borough”) to engage legal, financial and 
engineering professionals and the Borough desires to appoint such 
professionals by a “fair and open process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.1 et seq.,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that 
requests for RFQs for professional services for the following  
professional services for the Borough and its agencies are hereby 
authorized: 
 
 1. Borough Attorney 
 2. Labor Attorney 
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 3. Borough Auditor 
 4. Bond Counsel 
 5. Borough Engineer 
 6. Building Department/Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 
 7. Municipal Court/Police Department Accountant/Office of 
         Economic Development Accountant 
 8. Tax Counsel 
 9. Borough Risk Manager 
    10. Health Benefits 
    11. Traffic Engineer 
    12. Purchasing Consultant 
    13. Special/Conflict Counsel 
    14. Borough Planner 
      
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all of the RFQs for the 
professional services as set forth hereinabove shall be prepared 
and published in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. and 
all such RFQs shall be evaluated on the basis of the most  
advantageous RFQ, all factors considered, including, but not 
limited to: (1) experience and reputation in the profession; (2) 
knowledge of the subject matter to be addressed under contract; 
(3) availability to accommodate any required meetings of the  
Borough or Borough Agency; (4) and any other factors if  
demonstrated to be in the best interest of the Borough or Borough 
Agency. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – congratulated the police officers who received 
awards earlier tonight. 
 
 He also congratulated Councilman Goldberg and Councilwoman 
Kasofsky on being re-elected to the Council for another three 
years.  He looks forward to working them for at least another year 
until his term runs out. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri arrived at this point in the meeting at 8:08 
p.m. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated the police officers and 
civilians who received awards earlier this evening. 
 
 He also offered his congratulated to Council Members Goldberg 
and Kasofsky. 
 

He urged residents to sign up with NIXLE through  
The Borough’s website at www.fortleenj.org  so as to stay informed 
with what’s going on in the Borough specifically by receiving 
current traffic information.  
 
 He congratulated Fred Massaro on his retirement. 
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 He stated that November 20th and November 21st is George 
Washington’s Retreat weekend.  Encampment will be held on November 
20th in the Fort Lee Historic Park on Hudson Terrace and then on 
November 21st the retreaters will march up Main Street to Monument 
Park where a ceremony will take place.  Refreshments will be 
served at the Fort Lee Museum after the ceremony. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – congratulated the entire Police Department.  
He stated it just shows what a professional police force that the 
Borough has. 
 
 He thanked the residents for coming out and voting for him 
and showing the confidence by re-electing him back onto the 
Council.  He thanked his colleagues and the volunteers for all the 
help that they give him. 
 
 He wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving and urged everyone 
not to drink and drive.  
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – offered his congratulations to the police 
officers and civilians who received awards earlier this evening. 
 
 He also offered his congratulations to Council Members 
Goldberg and Kasofsky on being re-elected back onto the Council. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – extended her congratulations to the Police 
Department and the officers who received awards earlier this 
evening. 
 
 She thanked the voters who showed the confidence in re-
electing her and Councilman Goldberg.  She also thanked the Mayor, 
Kay Nest and the Council for their support. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – apologized for being late tonight.  He 
explained that because tomorrow is Veteran’s Day the Library Board 
of Trustees was holding their meeting at the same time as the 
Mayor and Council.   
 
 He thanked all the voters of the Borough for re-electing 
Council Members Goldberg and Kasofsky who both work hard for all 
of the residents of the Borough.  He stated that the Mayor and 
Council work together, but there is always plenty of debate on 
many of the issues between everyone.  He looks forward to continue 
working with his colleagues.  
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich extended his congratulations to all of the 
officers who received awards earlier this evening.  He’s very 
proud of the award winners and the Police Department in its 
entirety. 
 
 He congratulated Jan and Ila for being re-elected.  He stated 
that being an elected official during these times is not a lot of 
fun.  It’s all about trying to maintain the same quality of 
service that the residents have come to expect with less money and 
resources.  The Borough’s work force has been reduced by 10% over 
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the last couple of years.  The reason the quality of life in the 
Borough has not been adversely affected because the Borough has 
asked its employees to do a little bit more.  No one is immune 
from this economy. 
 
 He stated that in the last 30-45 days he has not seen the 
traffic any worse.  The Borough has now taken some extra steps to 
help alleviate some of the traffic.  Meetings are being held with 
the Port Authority in which the Borough is imploring them to man 
their traffic posts with their officers.  Also a diversionary and 
shutdown procedure is being implemented on many of the Borough’s 
local roads.  The message is that the Borough does not want to be 
the world’s busiest parking lot any more.  This extra ordinary 
step is being provided because a lot of times the Borough cannot 
get its own emergency vehicles through its gridlocked streets.  
The Borough does not want people to use the Borough as a shortcut. 
He’s been getting negative feedback from the surrounding 
communities; however, it’s something that has to be dealt with and 
tweaked on an ongoing basis.  He’s hopeful that the inconvenience 
can be limited, but his priority is Fort Lee. 
 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that the ARC tunnel is now a dead issue 
which funding of the project included a $3,000,000,000.00 
contribution by the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.  
The money is now up for grabs.  One of the projects on the Port 
Authorities capital improvement list five years ago was the 
connection of the Palisades Interstate Parkway to the lower level 
of the George Washington Bridge which is currently under utilized.  
This project if it been built was going to alleviate traffic on 
Hudson Terrace and Bruce Reynolds Boulevard with merging traffic 
from Martha Washington Way.  He urged the Mayor to write to Chris 
Ward, Executive Director and to David Samson, Chairman of the Port 
Authority. He added that the Mayor should write to Governor Chris 
Christie who ultimately signs off on the minutes of the Port 
Authority and who has veto power on the use of their 
appropriations.  This should be done so the money can be re-
directed to improve the traffic in the Borough which project had 
been on the Port Authorities capital improvement list which he now 
believes should be re-directed to the top of their list. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson        .Fort Lee Traffic Pass       Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West St.          Placard                    Mr. Goldberg 
 
                     .December 14th School         Mayor Sokolich 
                       Referendum – Property 
                       Swap –  
 
 
Stanley Goldberg     .Inwood Terrace Park         Mr. Sohmer 
1080 Inwood Terrace    Fence – Sprinkler          Ms. Thomas 
                       System                     Mayor Sokolich 
                      
                     .School Referendum -         Mayor Sokolich 
                       Unnamed Letter With        Mr. Goldberg 
                       Regard to Property         Mr. Cohen 
                       Swap 
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Kay Nest             .Congratulated Council 
3 Horizon Road         Members Goldberg and 
                       Kasofsky on Being 
                       Re-Elected 
         
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                             Thursday, October 14, 2010 @7:30 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 
JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  
Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 
same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to 
cover the cost of providing notice. 
 
 3.  On October 8, 2010, a copy of said change in scheduled 
meeting time was posted at 309 Main Street and a copy of said 
schedule change was mailed to all persons listed in #2 above. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 19, 
2010 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Pohan 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 16, 2010 
Executive Session were approved. 

 
PRESENTATION 

 
PRE-1 – Fort Lee American Little League 11-12 Year Old All-Stars 
District 6 Champions 
 
 Mayor Sokolich presented certificates of appreciation to the 
following members of the American Little League 11-12 Year Old 
All-Stars. 
 
 Kai Otomo, Josh Posner, Cory Hong, Richie Capone, Anthony 
Scrivanich, Danny Duarte, Sam Keller, Matt Ware, Matt Tarabola, 
Nick Menne, Zach Ware. 



 
 Assistant Coach: Kevin Ware – Head Coach: Scott Posner 
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PROCLAMATION 
 

PROC-1 – National Disabilities Awareness Month 
 
 Mr. Grant read the following proclamation. 
 

WHEREAS, this Nation’s ardent promotion of the Rights of 
People with Disabilities affirms our commitment to ensure that 
People with Disabilities have every opportunity to reach their 
full potential, in every aspect of life; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, which 
prohibits discrimination in employment, public accommodations, 
transportation and communication, reaches its twentieth year of 
implementation in 2010; and 
 
     WHEREAS, there is much progress to celebrate, and yet even 
more progress to strive toward, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, does hereby declare October 14, 2010 as 
“National Disabilities Awareness Month” in Fort Lee; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council do hereby 
proclaim that October 14, 2010 provides a special opportunity to 
actively celebrate the significant contributions of People with 
Disabilities, and to strengthen, even further, our ongoing 
dedication to equal opportunity for every individual. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2010-26 – An Ordinance Amending Chapter 388, Section 
57, Schedule XIII, of the Revised General Ordinances of the 
Borough of Fort Lee to Include a New Bus Stop on Main Street 
Westbound at Martha Washington Way  
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-26 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 57, 
SCHEDULE XIII, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE TO INCLUDE A NEW BUS STOP.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-27 –Amending Chapter 370, Establishing Article II,  
Fee Schedule for Payment of Taxes on the Internet by Credit Card 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-27 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 370 TAXATION OF 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE BY ESTABLISHING ARTICLE II, 
ON-LINE PAYMENT OF TAXES.” 
 
 There being no further public discussion, the public hearing 
was closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by 



Councilman Sohmer. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-9. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $8,896,882.11 
Capital                                           83,855.78 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                               97,574.00 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,434.50 
Trip Admissions                                    6,140.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         92,134.87 
Special Dog Account                                   88.00 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                         755.00 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             390.00 
Redemption Account                                32,468.48 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                1,200.00 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                    280.00 
Police Treasury                                   27,496.94 
Police Justice                                       480.00 
Flexible Spending                                    916.73 
 
Total:                                        $9,242,096.41 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Firefighter Applications for Orlando Corchado II, 
for Fire Company #4 and John T. Klein for Fire Company #2 and 
Auxiliary Applications for Thomas Broskie and Richard Conti for 
Fire Company #2 
 
 The above four (4) firefighter applications were approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing Four (4) Month Leave of Absence for Paul Kim, 
Building and Grounds Department – Effective October 12th 
 

WHEREAS, Paul Kim, Building Maintenance Worker, has  
submitted a request dated September 29, 2010, for a four month 



leave of absence; and  
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
granted his request, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the above request is hereby 
authorized with an effective date of October 12, 2010.   
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Part-Time Hiring of Cathy Blue and Judy Surace  
for the Tax Collector’s Office and Building Department at $21.49 & 
$40.56 Per Hour Respectively  
 

WHEREAS, the Building Department and Tax Collector’s Office 
have requested the Mayor and Council, to appoint  a part-time 
temporary position within each department, and the Mayor and 
Council have authorized same,   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be 
appointed to a part-time position: 

 
 Judy Surace  Building Department – ($40.56) 
 
 Cathy Blue  Tax Collector’s Office - ($21.49) 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that their hourly rates shall be 
$40.56 and $21.49, respectively.   
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled        
Fosteris, at 1605 John Street, Block 3652, Lot 2, vs Borough of 
Fort Lee for Tax Years 2008, 2009 and 2010 
 
 WHEREAS, Fosteris is the owner and taxpayer of property 
located at 1605 John Street, also known as Block 3652, Lot 2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeals for 2008, 2009 and 
2010 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Fosteris  
vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in the Tax 
Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is has been recommended by the Tax Appeal 
Attorney, Borough Appraiser and the Borough Assessor that the 
matter be settled at this time, and that such settlement is in the 
best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 
necessary in order to finalize the settlement of litigation 
entitled Fosteris vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the assessment 
for tax year 2008 will be reduced from $3,466,500 to $3,200,000; 
the assessment for tax year 2009 will be reduced from $3,466,500 
to $3,000,000; and the assessment for tax year 2010 will be 
reduced from $3,466,500 to $2,850,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-6 - Awarding Bid to Mobile Concepts by Scotty, Inc., Mount 
Pleasant, Pennsylvania, for a Fire Safety Mobile Classroom Trailer 



for the Fire Prevention Bureau - $77,100.00 (Being Paid Through a 
Fire Safety Prevention Grant)  
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  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF A  
  FIRE SAFETY MOBILE CLASSROOM TRAILER FOR THE FORT LEE  
  FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase a fire safety mobile classroom trailer for 
use by the Fort Lee Fire Prevention Bureau in order to provide 
fire safety education to its citizens; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 7, 2010, pursuant to resolution and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of a fire 
safety mobile classroom trailer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 22, 2010 the Borough received a single 
bid from the following bidder: 
 
  Mobile Concepts by Scotty, Inc.  $77,100.00 
 
 WHEREAS, after a review of the bid submitted by Mobile 
Concepts by Scotty, Inc. (“Scotty”), the Borough determined that 
Scotty is in compliance with the requirements of the bid 
specifications and constitutes the lowest responsible and 
complying bidder for the purchase of a fire safety mobile 
classroom trailer; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award 
contracts for the purchase of a fire safety mobile classroom 
trailer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of a 
contract to Scotty for the purchase of a fire safety mobile 
classroom trailer use by the Fort Lee Fire Prevention Bureau in 
order to provide fire safety education to its citizens is 
necessary for the Borough’s efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that a contract be and is hereby awarded to Mobile 
Concepts by Scotty, Inc., 480 Bessemer Road, Mount Pleasant, 
Pennsylvania 15666, in the amount of $77,100.00 for the purchase 
of a fire safety mobile classroom trailer use by the Fort Lee Fire 
Prevention Bureau in order to provide fire safety education to its 
citizens as contained in its bid consistent with the requirements 
of the Bid Specifications; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby is 
authorized to execute a contract with Mobile Concepts by Scotty, 
Inc., consistent with the requirements of the Bid Specifications, 
and pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq., for the purchase of a fire safety mobile 
classroom trailer use by the Fort Lee Fire Prevention Bureau in 
order to provide fire safety education to its citizens; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
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CA-7 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare Specifications  
and Advertise for Bids or Purchase Through State Contract for SCBA 
for the Fire Department  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State contract for:  
 
     . 300, 30-Minute SCBA Cylinders for the Fire Department 
        (Scott or SCI Brand) 
 
 .  60, 60-Minute SCBA Cylinder for the Fire Department 
        (Scott or SCI Brand)         
   
 
CA-8 - Approving Liquor License Renewal for Nippan Daido USA Inc. 
(Pocket License) for 2010-2011  
 

WHEREAS, on October 7, 2010 a Special Ruling was granted from 
the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
to permit consideration of liquor license renewal for one (1)  
plenary retail distribution license for a period of two (2) years 
(2010-2011) and (2011-2012) for Nippan Daido USA Inc.; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the renewal application for 2010-2011 has been filed 
in the Borough Clerk’s Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall 
be renewed for the licensing year 2010-2011. 
 
Ruling Date Liquor License #  Licensee 
 
10/7   0219-44-014-003    Nippan Daido USA Inc. 
 
  
CA-9 - Accepting Retirement Notice of Police Officer Stephen A. 
Pumila – Effective November 1st 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the retirement notice dated October 5, 
2010 submitted by Police Officer Stephen A. Pumilia of the Fort 
Lee Police Department, is hereby accepted; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that Police Officer Pumilia’s effective date 
of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be November 1, 
2010. 
 
  
 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-9) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 



 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that November 20th and 21st is  
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Washington’s retreat weekend.  There will be a march from Fort Lee 
Historic Park to Monument Park on Parker Avenue.  The encampment 
can be viewed on Friday night November 19th at the Fort Lee 
Historic Park and then the march will be on Saturday, November 
20th. 
 
 He announced that the Fort Lee Office of Cultural & Heritage 
Affairs will be holding a “Punch & Pie Night” at the Kearny House 
on Friday, November 19th at 7:00 p.m.  Tickets are $20.00 each 
which funds are being used for the Fort Lee statue of Thomas 
Paine. The Kearny House is located by Exit 2 on the Palisades 
Interstate Parkway.   
 
 He spoke to National Disabilities Month.  He urged the public 
not to park in handicapped parking spaces unless they have a 
handicapped placard.   
 
 He offered his congratulations to Police Officer Pumilia on 
his retirement. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg - announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission 
will be holding a fundraiser on Saturday, October 23rd from 9:00 
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. at In Napoli Restaurant at 116 Main Street.  
The documentary “Toots” will be shown.  It was produced by 
Tribecca Documentary Filmmaker, Kristi Jacobson who is also the 
granddaughter of Toots Shor.  The film is about the life and times 
of legendary restaurant owner Toots Shor.  Tickets are $50.00 
each.  To reserve tickets call 201-693-2763 or e-mail the Fort Lee 
Film Commission at ftleefilml@aol.com.  
 
 He also announced that on Saturday, October 30th, the Fort 
Lee Historical Society, The Fort Lee Historic Committee and the 
Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs are sponsoring The Ghosts of 
Historic Fort Lee Jitney Tour & Night at the Museum.  The sign up 
for the tour is from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Fort Lee 
Museum.  Tours will commence at 12:00 noon and conclude at 4:00 
p.m.  At 7:00 p.m. Fort Lee’s historical figures will be at 
museum.  
 
 He stated that on Saturday, October 23rd at 11:00 a.m. in 
Constitution Park the Borough will be unveiling a “Battle of the 
Bulge” memorial. Alvin Sussman, a Borough resident, is a survivor 
of this battle and was a strong proponent to have the memorial 
created. He hopes people come out to attend the unveiling as well 
as to get the chance to speak to Mr. Sussman. 
 
 He congratulated Police Officer on his twenty nine years of 
service to the Borough and wished him well on his retirement. 
 
 He stated that Tuesday, November 2ND is Election Day.  The 
voting hours are 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  He urged all registered 
voters to participate. 
 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Borough’s annual health 
fair will be held on October 23rd from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 



the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center.  Many health screenings 
will be offered plus the flu shot will be given out.  People must 
register with the Health Department at 201-592-3500 ext 1510. 
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 She stated that on Sunday, October 24th, at 2:00 p.m. the 
Fort Lee Public Library will be dedicating its new grand piano.  
For the dedication, concert pianist Steven Mase, will perform the 
works of Beethoven and Chopin. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that on October 3rd the Borough’s 
annual senior picnic was held.  On behalf of the Mayor and Council 
he thanked all the volunteers including the Fort Lee High School 
students who helped prepare and serve hundreds of meals.  He 
thanked Kay Nest, Senior Citizens Director and the Senior 
Citizens’ Council for putting the event together. 
 
 He also offered his congratulations to Police Officer Pumila 
on his retirement and for the years of service he gave to the 
Borough. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich also offered his congratulations and best 
wishes to Police Officer Pumilia.  He will be sorely missed.  The 
Pumilia family has had its roots in Fort Lee for many years.   
 

Mayor Sokolich stated that The November 10th regular meeting 
of the Mayor and Council is on a Wednesday night because November 
11th is Veteran’s Day.  The November 10th date was set at the 
beginning of the year at the Mayor and Council’s Reorganization 
Meeting.  The meeting time however has been changed so that the 
meeting will now begin at 7:00 p.m. rather than the normal meeting 
time of 8:00 p.m.  The Borough Clerk will be sending out the 
required legal notice to reflect the time change later in the 
month. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Ilana Kantey          .Request to Beautify the    Ms. Thomas 
2337 Hudson Terrace     PIP Fence on Hudson       Mr. Cervieri 
                        Terrace                   Mayor Sokolich 
 
                      .Recommended the Borough    Mayor Sokolich 
                        Hold a Clean the Town     Mr. Cervieri 
                        Day 
 
                      .Recommended a Town Wide    Mayor Sokolich 
                        Garage Sale       
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:15 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 



 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                           Thursday, September 16, 2010 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 
JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  
Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 
same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to 
cover the cost of providing notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the large banner behind him 
tonight shows the Borough’s official website at www.fortleenj.org. 
Over the past couple of years the Borough has worked hard to 
update its website.  As of today the new website is up and 
running.  It’s state of the art and user friendly.  There are 
things on the website that will be useful to everyone in the 
community.  It’s also multi-lingual.  One click on the upper right 
hand corner of the website translates the website to other 
languages.  All of the agencies are now inter-related.  There is 
also a monthly calendar.  There is one dimension the Borough has 
been hopeful to launch and is now able to by providing up to the 
minute updates through the Nixle communications system.  Anyone 
can register into this system communications program.  It’s an 
incredible tool for government.  By clicking on the Nixle box 
people will be able to register for real time traffic updates and 
other events that are going on in the Borough.  People can be 
notified by e-mail and/or text messaging.  Another useful tool is 
that different sections through Nixle can be shaded so that the 
residents in a particular area can be notified if there is an 
emergency or some other event that is only affecting a specific 
part of town.  An example of this would be if a building or a 
certain section of the Borough was having a blackout.  Nixle is 
completely private.  Nixle does not distribute any information to 
third-party users.   The FBI and the Borough’s investigation 
confirmed that the Nixle notification system is perhaps the most 
private in the business. He implored everyone to check out the 



Borough’s new website and to sign up with Nixle as the tool is 
most useful and valuable when there are as many registered users 
as possible. 
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PROCLAMATION 

 
 Mayor Sokolich asked Dr. Raymond Bandlow, Superintendent of 
Fort Lee Schools, to come forward to accept the following 
proclamation that Mayor Sokolich read on behalf of the Mayor and 
governing body. 

 
PR-1 – Recognition of Fort Lee Public School #3 – 2010 National 
Blue Ribbon School 
 

WHEREAS, on September 1, 2010, the Fort Lee Board of 
Education received some wonderful news from the State of New 
Jersey Department of Education; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Raymond Bandlow, Superintendent of Schools, was 

notified by the State Department of Education that they had 
certified the test results from last spring for Fort Lee School #3 
who has been selected as a Blue Ribbon School; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Raymond Bandlow, Superintendent of Schools, 

announced that the official announcement would come on September 
9, 2010; and,  

 
WHEREAS, “Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education, announced 

that Fort Lee’s School #3 has been selected as a 2010 National 
Blue Ribbon School.  School #3 is one of only eight elementary, 
middle, and high schools in New Jersey to earn this prestigious 
designation.  Nationally, 320 of the nation’s 330,000 public and 
private schools were chosen as this year’s best schools, placing 
School #3 in the top one-tenth of one percent in the United 
States!”; and,   

 
WHEREAS, the National Blue Ribbon School award is largely 

based on improvement in standardized test scores, though other 
important factors are also considered; the percentage of school 
children in Fort Lee School #3 scoring “Proficient” or “Advanced 
Proficient” made an astounding leap of some 20% on average in just 
one year, and the largest gain was among sixth grade students, 
where the percentage of students attaining high scores rose from 
66% to 94% in a single year; and  

 
WHEREAS, Fort Lee School #3 has also earned points for 

implementing effective programs to help children with effective 
lesson planning and for a culture that fosters learning,   

   
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Mayor Mark J. Sokolich and 
the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee wish to extend our 
most sincere Congratulations to Principal Robert Kravitz, the 
Teachers and Students of School #3 as well as the Superintendent 
of Schools on this prestigious honor.   
 
 Dr. Bandlow thanked the Mayor and Council for this honor.  He 
said it reflects well on all of the Fort Lee’s schools.  He’s very 
appreciative of the terrific working relationship the Mayor and 
Council have with the Fort Lee school system. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 24, 2003 
Closed Session Meeting pertaining to the Tollgate Motel were 



approved with Councilman Goldberg abstaining. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the August 12, 2010 
Executive Session were approved with Councilman Sargenti 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the September 2, 
2010 Executive Session were approved. 
 
  

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2010-26 – An Ordinance Amending Chapter 388, Section 
57, Schedule XIII, of the Revised General Ordinances of the 
Borough of Fort Lee to Include a New Bus Stop on Main Street 
Westbound at Martha Washington Way  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2010-26 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 57, SCHEDULE XIII, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TO INCLUDE A NEW BUS STOP,” 
was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 14, 
2010. 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-27 - Amending Chapter 370, Establishing Article 
II, Fee Schedule for Payment of Taxes on the Internet by Credit 
Card 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried, Ord. #2010-27 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 370 TAXATION OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE BY 
ESTABLISHING ARTICLE II, ON-LINE PAYMENT OF TAXES,” was introduced 
and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for October 14, 
2010. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance #2010-25 - Establishing Chapter 152 Bingo and Raffle  
Licensing – Authorizing the Municipal Clerk to Act as the  
Issuing Authority to Approve the Granting of Bingo and Raffle  
Licenses 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-25 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE BY ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 152 
ENTITLED BINGO AND RAFFLE LICENSING.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 



 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
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PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-23. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $7,709,706.04 
Capital                                          212,209.14 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,083.28 
Trip Admissions                                    4,835.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         35,337.80 
Special Dog Account                                  244.75 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                                   n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,423.75 
Redemption Account                                12,933.49 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    7,929.47 
Police Justice                                     1,857.60 
 
Total:                                        $7,990,560.92 
 
CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Vladimir  
Mperey for Fire Company #1  
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Vladimir Mperey for 
Fire Company #1 was approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing the Hiring of Fall Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department – Termination Date December 31st 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 



positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 
Regular Meeting                                 September 16, 2010 
                                                           Page #5  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
appointments are part-time seasonal positions with an effective 
date of September 1, 2010 and a termination date of December 31, 
2010. 
 
 
CA-4 -  Approving Liquor License Renewal for Madelemily LLC at 
1566 Lemoine Avenue for 2010-2011 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following plenary retail distribution license for the 
year 2010/2011 be issued to the applicants listed on the attached 
page for premises designated opposite their respective names for 
the distribution and/or sale of alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 
 
0219-33-015-004   MADELEMILY LLC   J. CLORES & SON 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said license and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-5 - Approving Liquor License Renewals for Callahan’s Inc, Vin  
Romanee LLC and Fairview Equities LLC (Pocket Licenses)  
for 2010-2011  

 
WHEREAS, on August 10, August 19, and August 27, 2010 Special 

Rulings were granted from the State of New Jersey, Division of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control, to permit consideration of liquor 
license renewals for two (2) plenary retail consumption licenses 
and one (1) plenary retail distribution license for a period of 
two (2) years (2010-2011) and (2011-2012) for Callahan’s Inc and 
Vin Romanee LLC and one (1) year (2010-2011) for Fairview Equities 
LLC; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the renewal applications for 2010-2011 have been 
filed in the Borough Clerk’s Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive licenses shall 
be renewed for the licensing year 2010-2011. 
 
Ruling Date Liquor License #  Licensee 
 
8/10   0219-33-012-003        Callahan’s Inc. 
8/19   0219-44-039-005  Vin Romanee LLC 
8/27   0219-33-044-007        Fairview Equities LLC 
 
CA-6 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application for Contracted Child Day Care for the Fort Lee 
Assistance and Support Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) - 
$30,000.00  
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Grant in the amount of $30,000.00 has been proposed by the 
Fort Lee Assistance & Support  Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) for 
Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) participants’ Child Day Care Tuition 
Subsidy in the municipality of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 
 



     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
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     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of Fort Lee and the County of Bergen; and 
 
     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 
Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 
     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.   
 
 
CA-7 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for Funds 
for Operating Expenses of the Non-Profit “F.L.A.S.H. Corporation” 
- $30,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) 
Program Grant in the amount of $30,000.00 has been proposed by the 
Fort Lee Assistance and Support Housing  Corporation, for 
operating funds for (F.L.A.S.H) in the municipality of Fort Lee; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-8 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Grant for  
Improvements to the Harry J. Holtje House - $50,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) in the amount of $50,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort 
Lee Housing Authority for funds for improvements to the Harry J. 
Holtje House Public Housing Building, located in the municipality 
of Fort Lee New Jersey; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 



 
     WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
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     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.   
 
 
CA-9 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for the 
Lease/Purchase Program of a Single Family Home - $100,000.00 
 
WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnership (HOME) 
Program Grant in the amount of $100,000.00 has been proposed by 
the Fort Lee Assistance & Support Housing (F.L.A.S.H.) 
Corporation, for FSS participants’ Home Ownership, Lease/Purchase 
Program, in the municipality of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.  
 
 
CA-10 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
Application as Proposed by the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation for the 
Proposed Affordable Senior Rental Housing Project - $300,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development (CDBG) Grant 
in the amount of $300,000.00 has been proposed by the Fort Lee 
Assistance & Support Housing Corporation (F.L.A.S.H) for the 
proposed Affordable Senior Rental Housing Project site work in the 
municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development Funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 
 
     WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 



resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the 
aforesaid project; and 
 
     BE OF FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.   
 
 
CA-11 - Endorsing Bergen County Home Investment Partnerships 
(HOME) Program Grant for Proposed New Construction of a Proposed  
Affordable Senior Retail Project for the “F.L.A.S.H.” Corporation 
- $500,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) 
Program Grant in the amount of $500,000.00 has been proposed by 
the Fort Lee Assistance and Support Housing Corporation, for 
proposed new construction of a proposed Affordable Senior Rental 
Project in the municipality of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
low income population in the Borough of Fort Lee and the County of 
Bergen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Center Avenue Realty, at 2055 Center Avenue, Block 4651, Lot 5 vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2009 and 2010 
 

WHEREAS, Center Avenue Realty is the owner of property 
located at 2055 Center Avenue, 4651, Lot 5; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeals for the years 
2009 and 2010 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled 
Center Avenue Realty vs. Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, 
and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 



in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Center 
Avenue Realty, LLC vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the tax appeal 
for tax year 2009 will be withdrawn and the assessment affirmed; 
and the 2010 assessment will be reduced from $11,991,500 to  
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$11,600,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and he is 
hereby authorized and directed to maintain a copy of this 
Resolution in his offices, for public inspection. 
 
 
CA-13 - Accepting Boswell’s McClave’s, Engineering Proposal, South  
Hackensack, New Jersey, for Construction Inspection Services for 
the 2010 Bergen County Road Resurfacing Program – Fee Not to 
Exceed $8,400.00 
  

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to provide construction 
engineering and inspection services related to  the installation 
of ADA-compliant handicap ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues 
in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Boswell McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such 
professional engineer services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated August 25, 2010, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide construction engineering and 
inspection services related to the installation of ADA-compliant 
handicap ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues in the Borough; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 



to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 
that sufficient funds are available to award this contract for 
professional engineering services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional construction engineering and inspection services 
related to the installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps along 
Anderson and Center Avenues in the Borough is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 
is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 
professional construction engineering and inspection services 
related to  the installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps along 
Anderson and Center Avenues in the Borough, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated August 25, 2010, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and 
between Boswell and the Borough for consulting engineering 
services, at a cost not-to-exceed $8,400.00 on the basis of time 
and materials. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this Resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for a New Pump for the 
Palisade Avenue Pump Station, a Generator for the 12th Street Pump  
Station, An Ambulance for The Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps, 
a Fire Suppression System for the Fort Lee Police Department 
Facility and to Install Fiber Optic Cable for the Borough’s Phone 
System 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State contract for:  
 
     . A New Pump for the Palisade Avenue Pump Station 
     . A Generator for the 12th Street Pump Station 
     . A New Ambulance for the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps 



     . A Fire Suppression System for the Fort Lee Police  
        Department Facility 
     . Installation of Fiber Optic Cables for the Borough’s New 
        Phone System 
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CA-15 - Requesting Governor Christie to Revisit the Elimination of  
the State Tax Incentive Program for Film and Television Production  
 

WHEREAS, Thomas Edison built the first studio in the world, 
the Balck Maria, in West Orange, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Fort Lee, birthplace of the American film industry 
and the first film town in the United States, were such studios as 
Universal, Fox and Keystone were born and where the first woman 
director, Alice Guy Blache, built and operated her Solax Studio, 
requests that Governor Christie, in conjunction with the state 
legislature, reestablish the state tax incentive for film and 
Television production; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Fort Lee, via the work of the Fort Lee Film 
Commission and the New Jersey Motion Picture and Television 
Commission, was successful at establishing the borough as a key 
part of the location filming of the NBC Universal hit TV show Law & 
Order SVU; and whereas the business and residential community of 
Fort Lee benefited economically from these numerous shoots; and 
 
 WHEREAS, film crews from around the world, most recently the 
British Broadcasting Company, come to Fort Lee to shoot portions of 
documentaries on the history of American film industry; and whereas 
TCM has included footage of Fort Lee in their upcoming documentary 
Moguls and Movie Stars, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVEFD that The Mayor & Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, urges Governor Christie to revisit the 
elimination of the state tax incentive program for film and TV 
production and to work with the state legislature to introduce a 
new film & TV tax incentive program that will bring back production 
to the Borough which has significantly hurt local businesses with 
the elimination of the state tax incentive program and the state 
where the American film industry was born.  This action will also 
benefit the economy of the entire state and produce jobs and allow 
New Jersey to compete with states such as New York that provide tax 
incentive programs. 
 
 
CA-16 - Authorizing Application to the New Jersey Transit  
Corporation for the Purchase and Installation of a Bus Shelter 
Along Main Street Eastbound Near Side of Central Boulevard,  
 

WHEREAS, NJ Transit has funds for the purchase of bus 
shelters throughout the State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of a municipality in New Jersey 
or the Board of Chosen Freeholders of a county may apply to the 
New Jersey Transit Corporation for the purchase and installation 
of bus shelters at legally designated bus stops; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, in the interest of 
promoting public transportation, conservation of energy, traffic 
safety, and for the convenience of the public, endorses the 
concept of providing bus shelters within its jurisdiction, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the application is hereby 
made by the Borough of Fort Lee to the New Jersey Transit 
Corporation for the purchase and installation of one (1) bus 
shelter(s) as set forth in Exhibit A,, made a part hereof; and 



 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator, Peggy 
Thomas and the Borough Clerk, Neil Grant be authorized to execute  
an agreement or agreements with NJ Transit to arrange for the 
Regular Meeting                                 September 16, 2010  
                                                          Page #12 
 
purchase and installation of the shelters. 
 
 
CA-17 - Endorsing Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund Application  
for Improvements to Inwood Terrace Park - $150,000.00  
 

BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND 
       MUNICIPAL PARK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
  

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund application in 
the amount of $150,000 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort 
Lee for open space improvements to Inwood Terrace Park in the 
municipality of Fort Lee; and 
 
   WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, such 
funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by 
the Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of Fort Lee, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of 
Fort Lee hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body is committed 
to providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Division of Community 
Development so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 
 
CA-18 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant  
Application for 2010 for Improvements to Westview Street Park - 
$100,000.00  
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of 
$100,000.00 had been proposed for the American League Little 
League Field in Whitey Lang Park by the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 

WHEREAS the Borough is requesting a change of use so as to 
make improvements to Westview Park (Phase 1) at 420 Westview Place 
for 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby confirm endorsement of the 
aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 



be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
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CA-19 - Endorsing Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
Application for 2011 for Improvements to Westview Park - 
$100,000.00  

 
WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of 

$100,000.00 has been proposed by the Borough of Fort Lee for 
improvements to Westview Park (Phase 2) at 420 Westview Place for 
2011; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, 
Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the 
people of the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, hereby confirm endorsement of the 
aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development 
Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited. 
 

 
CA-20 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to  
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering April 1, 2010 through 
June 30, 2010 - $1,855.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  
amount of $1,825.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 
union licenses for the period covering April 1, 2010 through June 
30, 2010. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis to the 
Department of Human Services; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 

authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $30.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the period covering April 1, 2010 through June 30, 2010. 
 

01-2887 
 
 
CA-21 - Authorizing Hiring of John T. Klein, Patrick Buglione, 
Mike Marrara Sr. and James Piccirillo as Part-Time Fire  
Inspectors for the Fire Prevention Bureau - $20.54 Hourly 
 

WHEREAS, the Fire Prevention Bureau has requested the Mayor 
and Council, to appoint part-time temporary positions within the 
department, based on a grant which was awarded by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency/Fire Prevention and Safety Grant,   

 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be 
appointed to the temporary position of Fire Inspector: 
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 John T. Klein  
 Patrick Buglione 
 Mike Marrara, Sr. 
 James Piccirillo  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that their hourly rates shall be 
$20.54, effective pending final approval of the Fire Prevention 
and Safety Grant.   
 
 
CA-22 - Awarding Bid to S. Rotondi & Sons, Inc., Summit, New  
Jersey, for a Three Year Leaf Removal Services Contract – $6.25 
Per Cubic Yard 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
       OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION 
       OF LEAF REMOVAL SERVICES  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) have determined it is necessary to retain the services 
of a licensed entity to provide leaf removal services in the 
Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision of leaf removal services in the 
Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 1, 2010, bids were received in 
response to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following 
bidders:  
 
 S. Rotondi & Sons, Inc. $6.25/cubic yard 
 Summit, New Jersey    
     
 Nature’s Choice Corporation  $7.90/cubic yard 
 Jersey City, New Jersey    
 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by S. Rotondi & Sons, Inc. (“Rotondi”) is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Rotondi 
constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the 
provision of leaf removal services in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has reviewed 
the Borough’s available funds and has determined that sufficient 
funds are available to award a contract for the provision of leaf 
removal services in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that S. Rotondi & Sons, Inc., P.O. Box 
1407, Summit, New Jersey 07902 is hereby determined 
to be the lowest responsible and complying bidder and is awarded a 
contract for a term of three years for the provision of leaf 



removal services in the Borough in the amount of $6.25 per cubic 
yard in accordance with the applicable bid documents and 
specifications; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Rotondi for the provision of 
leaf removal services in the Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer 
certifies that funds are available for the provision of leaf  
removal services in the Borough; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-23 - Authorizing Execution of a Contract With Bergen County for  
Replacement and Upgrading of Handicap Ramps on Anderson Avenue and 
Center Avenue 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT  
     WITH THE COUNTY OF BERGEN FOR THE REPLACEMENT AND  
     UPGRADE OF HANDICAP RAMPS ON ANDERSON AVENUE AND  
     CENTER AVENUE 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Bergen (“County”) awarded a contract 
with J. A. Alexander, Inc. (“Contractor”) for the replacement and 
upgrade of handicap ramps in order to bring certain roads into 
compliance with the requirements of the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation (“NJDOT”) and the federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act, in conjunction with the County’s road 
resurfacing program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County will finance through the use of funds 
from NJDOT the capital costs of installing the required handicap 
ramps on County roads that are being resurfaced pursuant to its 
resurfacing program; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary that the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) submit purchase orders to the Contractor in order for 
the County to reimburse the Borough for the construction costs 
reflected in the cooperative bid procurement for the replacement 
and upgrade of handicap ramps; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough will be responsible for all costs 
outside the scope of the County’s handicap ramp construction 
contract with the Contractor, including construction inspection 
costs and local police protection; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to duly adopted 
resolution, the Borough authorized award of a contract to Boswell 
McClave Engineering to provide construction engineering and 
inspection services related to the installation of ADA-compliant 
handicap ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues in the Borough; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County requires that the Borough enter into a 
Road Resurfacing Agreement with the County in order for the 
Borough to be eligible for the reimbursement of all capital 
construction costs; and  
 
 WHEREAS, its is necessary for the Borough to authorize, the 
execution of the Road Resurfacing Agreement with the County so 



that the Borough can be fully reimbursed for all capital 
construction costs associated with the installation of ADA-
compliant handicap ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues in the 
Borough; and  
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this contract may be authorized without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts  
Law since the goods and/or services are to be provided as a result 
of a contract to be entered into with a county in the State of New 
Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding and the 
contract itself must be available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 
that sufficient funds are available for the initial expenditures 
necessary for installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps along 
Anderson and Center Avenues in the Borough; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the authorization to execute the Road Resurfacing 
Agreement with the County related to the installation of ADA-
compliant handicap ramps along Anderson and Center Avenues in the 
Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That the Road Resurfacing Agreement with the County 
related to the installation of ADA-compliant handicap ramps along 
Anderson and Center Avenues in the Borough is be and is hereby 
authorized and approved. 
 
 2. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute 
the Road Resurfacing Agreement with the County.  
 
 3. That the Road Resurfacing Agreement shall be available 
for public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published as 
may be required by applicable law.  
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 Tom Meyers, 1590 Anderson Avenue, thanked the Mayor and 
Council for taking action on CA-15 tonight. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich responded to Mr. Meyer’s comments. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to 
CA-11, CA-17, CA-21 and CA-22. 
 
 Messrs. Sokolich and Cervieri responded to CA-11.  Messrs. 
Sargenti, Sokolich and Ms. Thomas spoke to CA-17.  Messrs. 
Sokolich and Sargenti and Ms. Thomas replied to CA-22 and Mayor 
Sokolich explained CA-21. 



  
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-23) was 
approved unanimously. 
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 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – stated that tomorrow morning from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. at the Recreation Center on Stillwell Avenue, Bergen 
County will be holding a household paper recycling and shredding 
event.  Residents may bring four bags of papers which can be 
shredded and recycled.  Certain items such as binders, plastic, 
metal or x-ray type film are prohibited because they can’t be 
recycled. 
 
 He stated that the Fire Department responded to 178 calls in 
August and through August of this year they have responded to 3104 
calls.  The Fire Department does an excellent job and he thanked 
the members for their service. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – wished everyone a happy Jewish New Year.   
 
 He announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission will be 
holding a fundraiser on Saturday, October 23rd at In Napoli 
Restaurant at 116 Main Street.  The documentary “Toots” will be 
shown.  It was produced by Tribecca Documentary Filmmaker, Kristi 
Jacobson who is also the granddaughter of Toots Shor.  The film is 
about the life and times of legendary restaurant owner Toots Shor.  
Tickets are $50.00 each.  To reserve tickets call 201-693-2763 or 
e-mail the Fort Lee Film Commission at flfc@fortleefilm.org.  
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – thanked Cheryl Westeyn, Recreation 
Superintendent, and her department for the handling of the great 
programs and shows that were offered throughout the summer at the 
Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center. 
 
 He also thanked Tom Meyers, Director of Cultural and Heritage 
Affairs, and the Fort Lee Film Commission for the programs they 
put on this summer as well. 
 
 He added that many of people who attend the various programs 
and shows the Borough puts on are from out of town because they 
know the Borough is putting out a great product. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – added that the Borough has more programs and 
events being offered then just about any other town in Bergen 
County.  He believes the new webpage will facilitate even more 
people to attend all of the events the Borough has to offer. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Borough’s annual health 
fair will be held on October 23rd from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 
the Jack Alter Fort Lee Community Center.  Many health screenings 
will be offered plus the flu shot will be given out.  People must 
register with the Health Department at 201-592-3500 ext 1510. 
 
 She announced that the Fort Lee Library offers a “Books on 



Wheels” program.  The library will pick up and deliver books to 
residents who are homebound.  Call 201-592-3615 ext. 4004 for 
further information. 
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Councilman Cervieri – stated that the fourth annual “Tour De Fort 
Lee” will be held on Sunday, October 3rd.  The event consists of a 
twelve mile bike ride or a 1.5 mile walk. Registration begins at 
7:30 a.m. with the event commencing at 9:00 a.m. at the Jack Alter 
Fort Lee Community Center. 
 
 He announced that the annual Fort Lee Senior picnic will also 
be held on October 3rd at 12:00 noon at the Fort Lee High School 
parking lot. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – also offered the Jewish community a happy, 
healthy, peaceful and prosperous New Year. 
 
 He stated that tomorrow morning he will be meeting with 
Governor Christie on various municipal initiatives that are being 
proposed.  He thanked Mr. Goldberg for giving him a series of 
questions to ask the Governor. 
 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker    Subject     Response 
Tom Meyers           .Thanked the Mayor and       Mr. Sargenti 
1590 Anderson Ave.     Council for Their Support 
 
                     .October 30th Jitney Tour 
                     .October 30th “Night at the Museum 
 
Lou Azzollini        .Historic Society Website    Mayor Sokolich 
2385 Third St.         www.thefortleehistoricsociety.org 
                       Also on Facebook 
 
Anna Lypinski        .Thanked the Mayor and       Mayor Sokolich 
400 Park Place         Council for All of the     Mr. Sohmer 
                       Various Events the Borough  
                       Conducts  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:55 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                              Thursday, August 19, 2010 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, 
                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Pohan 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    Kevin Conti, Esq. for Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 
JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  
Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 
same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to 
cover the cost of providing notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich reminded the residents to check in on the 
Borough’s web page and other various resources so as to be alerted 
to all of the events that the Borough has to offer. 
 
 He stated that the Borough’s new website is currently under 
construction and is expected to be running by mid-September.  It 
will be a state of the art website.  Everything will be readily 
accessible and there will be full calendars that people will be 
able to download to their own computers.   A component of the 
website will be translation software.  This will help the Borough 
reach out to everyone in the community.  Another major component 
will be a citizen notification a/k/a (NIXLE) section which will 
allow the Borough to communicate with the residents on a real-time 
basis.  It will require a very brief registration process and will 
ask if people want to sign up for certain items such as traffic 
alerts, park and recreation events, et al.  Based on the 
information received and based on the subject matter that people 
have chosen a message will be sent directly to the people who have 
signed on to a particular category and it can be done by e-mail 
and/or a text message.  Also certain sections of the Borough can 
be isolated so as to have people contacted for emergencies and/or 



particular events that are going on in the Borough.  He added that 
this is a wonderful tool to communicate with the taxpayers and the 
community and he’s looking forward to the fruition of this 
project.  He closed by stating that the more people who 
participate, the more successful the program will be.  The 
Borough’s web address remains unchanged at www.fortleenj.org.  
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PROCLAMATION 
 

PR-1 - Women’s Equality Day 
 

WHEREAS, August 26, 2010 marks the 90th anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment, guaranteeing women’s right to 
vote; and  

 
WHEREAS, the beginning of the debate over a woman’s right to 

vote began at the world’s first Woman’s Rights Convention in 
Seneca Falls, NY in 1848; and 

 
WHEREAS, the campaign continued for seventy-two years 

highlighted by the extraordinary efforts of New Jerseyan Alice 
Paul; and  

 
WHEREAS, support for the movement grew and on August 26, 

1920, the final state ratification for the amendment was passed 
and the enfranchisement of women became law; and 

 
WHEREAS, this date also marked the re-enfranchisement of 

women in New Jersey after an absence of 113 years; and  
 
WHEREAS, this year’s 90th anniversary of the greatest single 

expansion of citizenship rights in the United States presents a 
remarkable opportunity both to honor the unrelenting tenacity and 
spirit of the multitude of women and men who worked to secure 
women’s right to vote and also to illustrate how much can be 
achieved in a democratic society by the collective efforts of 
citizens committed to political reform; and 

 
WHEREAS, it was the hope of our Foremothers who fought and 

died for Women’s Suffrage that future generations of women would 
use that hard-won vote to make this a better world and to fight 
for full equality and justice for women, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, that August 26, 2010, the 90th 
anniversary of the constitutional affirmation of women’s right to 
vote in the United States, be celebrated by governing agencies at 
the local, state, and national level, as well as by educational 
institutions, workplaces, civic organizations, places of worship, 
and communities throughout the nation, with programs, events, 
proclamations, performances, parades, conferences, and other 
special ceremonies worthy of this uniquely important and historic 
occasion. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 15, 
2010 Executive Session were approved.  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the July 22, 
2010 Regular Meeting were approved with Council Members Goldberg 
and Sargenti abstaining. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2010-25 - Establishing Chapter 152 Bingo and Raffle  
Licensing – Authorizing the Municipal Clerk to Act as the  
Issuing Authority to Approve the Granting of Bingo and Raffle  
Licenses 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried, Ord. #2010-25 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
BY ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 152 ENTITLED BINGO AND RAFFLE LICENSING,” 
was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for September 16, 
2010. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2010-20 - Capital Ordinance for Roadway Improvements to 
Stillwell Avenue 8th to 11th Streets – $100,000 (Bergen County 
Community Development Block Grant) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-20 entitled, “ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $100,000 FROM A BERGEN 
COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT TO ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS TO 
STILLWELL AVENUE, 8TH TO 11TH STREETS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if the school 
referendum could affect the improvements the Borough wishes to 
undertake with the grant from Bergen County. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that this ordinance is being done to 
setup an account for work that has already occurred. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-21 - Capital Ordinance for Roadway Improvements to 
Myrtle Avenue - $200,000 NJDOT Grant 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-21 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $200,000 FROM A 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT FOR ROADWAY 
IMPROVEMENTS TO MYRTLE AVENUE IN AN BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN 



THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.” 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-22 - Bond Ordinance for Park Improvements to the 
William T. Birch Park – Appropriating $200,000 and Authorizing the 
Issuance of $95,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part 
of the Cost Thereof 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-22 “A BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PARK IMPROVEMENTS TO 
WILLIAM T. BIRCH PARK IN AN BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $200,000 THEREFOR AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $95,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH 
TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to the lack of 
improvements details in the bond ordinance and asked what 
improvements are expected to be made. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that the playground is being upgraded and 
made handicap accessible; however, the Borough is going to wait 
until the school board referendum is decided with regard to any 
potential improvements that will be made in the park.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that the ADA regulations regarding 
handicap accessibility are constantly changing. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky,  
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-23 - Bond Ordinance for Combined Sewer Outflow  
Abatement Upgrades – Appropriating $900,000 and Authorizing the  
Issuance of $370,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance  
Part of the Cost Thereof 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-23 entitled, “BOND ORDINACE PROVIDING FOR COMBINED SEWER 
OUTLFOW ABATEMENT UPGRADES IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $900,000 THEREFOR AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $370,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH 
TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 



Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
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 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
            Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-24 - Appropriating $2,390,000 for Various Capital 
Improvements and Authorizing the Issuance of $2,270,500 Bonds or  
Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Council and 
carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2010-24 
entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, 
NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGRATE AMOUNT OF $2,390,000 
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,270,500 BONDS OR NOTES 
OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to the HVAC system at 
the Police Department that is mentioned in the ordinance. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that the motors need to be replaced. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke to previous litigation with regard to 
the HVAC system at the police facility.  The Borough recovered 
money during the lawsuit.  The money in the capital ordinance is 
to make the necessary repairs and upgrades for a facility that is 
in operation at all times. 
 
 Ms. Levinson spoke to the money that is in the ordinance with 
regard to lowering the Ambulance Corps garage floor. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg stated that the new ambulances are larger, 
higher and more customized than the old ones so the garage floor 
grade has to be lowered so that the new ambulances can fit into 
the garage bays. 
 
 Ms. Levinson asked how many ambulances are being purchased. 
 
 Ms. Thomas replied that only one vehicle is going to be 
purchased. 
 
 Ms. Levinson asked about the money being allocated for 
general repairs to the Borough’s facilities. 
 
 Ms. Thomas explained that capital repairs need to be made  is 
money is being allocated for new windows at Borough Hall. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
            Cervieri 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 



 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-17. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $19,116,636.04 
Capital                                          313,198.54 
Road Improvement Plan                              1,550.00  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                      808.50 
Trip Admissions                                    9,522.65 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         40,454.79 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                            109,436.26 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             247.00 
Redemption Account                                   338.04 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   10,675.43 
Police Justice                                          n/a 
 
Total:                                       $19,602,867.25 
 
 
CA-2 - Accepting Auditor’s Report for 2009  
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of  
every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books,  
accounts and financial transactions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2009 has 
been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal 
Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received 
by each member of the governing body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board 
of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the 
local fiscal affairs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 
5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each 
municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing 
body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit 
entitled: “Comments and Recommendations; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally 



reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and 
specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments 
and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of 
the governing body attached hereto; and 
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 WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by  
the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt 
of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and 
have familiarized themselves with, at least the minimum 
requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New 
Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, 
as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local 
Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members 
of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 
52:27BB-52,to wit: 
 
 R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local 
governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or 
refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local 
Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not 
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not 
more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of 
the  Borough of Fort Lee, hereby states that it has complied with 
N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this 
resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show 
evidence of said compliance.  
 
 
CA-3 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Police Officer Kevin Mahon  
– Retroactive to August 1st   
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated July 27, 2010, 
submitted by Police Officer Patrick K. Mahon of the Police 
Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Officer Mahon’s effective date of 
retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be effective 
retroactive to August 1, 2010. 
 
 
CA-4 - Approving Liquor License Renewal for 442 Main Street LLC,  
(Pocket License) for 2010-2011  
 

WHEREAS, on July 26, 2010 a Special Ruling was granted from 
the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
to permit consideration of a liquor license renewal for one (1) 
plenary retail consumption license for the period of two years for 
2010-2011 and 2011-2012; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the renewal application for 2010-2011 has been filed 
in the Borough Clerk’s Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall 
be renewed for the licensing year 2010-2011. 
 



 Liquor License # Licensee 
 

1. 0219-33-004-008     442 Main Street LLC 
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CA-5 - Authorizing Renewal of Membership in the South Bergen  
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund for Three (3) Years 2011-2013 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is a member of the South 
Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said membership terminates as of December 31, 2010 
unless earlier renewed by agreement between the Municipality and 
the Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Municipality desires to renew said membership; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVED as follow: 
 
 1.  The Borough of Fort Lee agrees to renew its membership in 
the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund and to be subject 
to the Bylaws, Rules and Regulations, coverages, and operating 
procedures thereof as presently existing or as modified from time 
to time by lawful act of the Fund. 
 
 2.  The Mayor and Borough Clerk shall be and hereby are 
authorized to execute the agreement to renew membership annexed 
hereto (see renewal membership agreement) and to deliver same to 
the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund evidencing the 
Municipality’s intention to renew its membership. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Contract With  
Bergen County Through Bergen County Community Development for 
Improvements to the Fort Lee Little League Park at 1301 Anderson 
Avenue - $100,000.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of 
Bergen for the purpose of using $100,000.00 for 2010-2011 from 
Bergen County Community Development for the project entitled Fort 
Lee Little League Park Improvements located at 1301 Anderson 
Avenue, Block 1751, Lot 2, on the tax maps of the Borough of Fort 
Lee: and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the  
aforesaid grant agreement; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby  
authorizes Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer, to sign all 
County of Bergen Payment Vouchers submitted in connection with the 
aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council is liable 
for any funds not spent in accordance with the grant agreement and 
the liability of the Mayor and Council is in accordance with HUD  
requirements. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer From 
Min Jung Rhee to Poong Lim LLC at 2053 Lemoine Avenue 
 



WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a person-to- person 
transfer of plenary retail consumption license 0219-33-007-012, 
heretofore issued to Min Jung Rhee, a sole proprietor for premises 
located at 2053 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey; and 
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 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has 
been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according 
to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey 
Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing 
authority reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase 
of the license and the licensed business and all additional 
financing obtained in connection with the licensed business; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has received a tax clearance 
certificate for person-to-person transfer from the State of New 
Jersey, Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, does hereby approve the person-to-person 
transfer of the aforesaid plenary retail consumption license to 
Poong Lim LLC t/a Poong Lim at 2053 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey 07024 effective August 19, 2010 and does hereby direct the 
Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new 
ownership. 
 
 
CA-8 - Awarding Contract to Robert McNerney of McNerney &  
Associates, Inc., Glen Rock, New Jersey, to Prepare an Appraisal 
for Property Located at 2160 North Central Road - $5,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, Simmtech America Inc., the owner of premises located 
at 2160 North Central Road also known as Block 6253, Lot 1, has 
filed challenges to the 2009 and 2010 real property tax assessment; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough to prepare a Tax 
Court appraisal with respect to the matter, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the firm of McNerney & Associates, 
Inc., is hereby retained in order to prepare an appraisal in 
connection with the matter entitled Simmtech America Inc. vs. Fort 
Lee, respecting the premises located at 2160 North Central Road, 
also known as Block 6253, Lot 1; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of such appraisal, as per 
the McNerney proposal dated June 30, 2010, is in the amount of 
$5,000.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this contract is one 
for professional services, for which no public bidding is required; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Chief Financial 
Officer has certified the existence of funding for this purpose;  
and 



 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall maintain a 
copy of this Resolution and the agreement with McNerney & 
Associates, Inc., for public inspection. 
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CA-9 - Awarding Contract to Robert McNerney of McNerney &  
Associates, Inc., Glen Rock, New Jersey, to Prepare an Appraisal 
for Property Located at 2055 Center Avenue – $6,500.00 
 

WHEREAS, Center Avenue Realty, the owner of premises located 
at 2055 Center Avenue also known as Block 4651, Lot 5, has filed 
challenges to the 2009 and 2010 real property tax assessment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough to prepare a Tax 
Court appraisal with respect to the matter, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the firm of McNerney & Associates, 
Inc., is hereby retained in order to prepare an appraisal in 
connection with the matter entitled Center Avenue Realty vs. Fort 
Lee, respecting the premises located at 2055 Center Avenue, also 
known as Block 4651, Lot 5; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of such appraisal, as per 
the McNerney proposal dated July 11, 2010, is in the amount of 
$6,500.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this contract is one 
for professional services, for which no public bidding is required; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Chief Financial 
Officer has certified the existence of funding for this purpose;  
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall maintain a 
copy of this Resolution and the agreement with McNerney & 
Associates, Inc., for public inspection. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Le-Wash Associates, at 2460 Lemoine Avenue, Block 7151, Lots 3, 11 
and 12 vs. Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2009 and 2010  
 

WHEREAS, Le-Wash Associates is the owner and taxpayer of  
property located at 2460 Lemoine Avenue, also known as Block 7151, 
Lots 3,11 and 12; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeal for 2009 and 2010 
against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Le-Walsh 
Associates vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in 
the Tax Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, 
and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Le-Wash 
Associates vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the assessment for tax 
year 2009 and 2010 will be reduced from $4,363,800 to $4,000,000, 



and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
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CA-11 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
2500 Lemoine Avenue Associates, at 2500 Lemoine Avenue, Block 
7151, Lot 7, vs. Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2009 and 2010  
 

WHEREAS, 2500 Lemoine Associates is the owner and taxpayer of 
property located at 2500 Lemoine Avenue, also known as Block 7151, 
Lot 7; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeal for 2009 and 2010 
against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled 2500 Lemoine 
Associates vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in 
the Tax Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, 
and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled 2500 
Lemoine Associates vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the assessment 
for tax year 2009 will remain at $2,850,000 and for tax year 2010, 
the assessment will be reduced from $2,850,000 to $2,700,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Broadwest Corp, at 2151 Hudson Street, Block 6151, Lot 8 
vs. Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2009 and 2010   
 

WHEREAS, Broadwest Corp. is the owner and taxpayer of  
property located at 2151 Hudson Street, also known as Block 6151, 
Lot 8 and Block 6151, Lot 7 respectively; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeal for 2009 and 2010 
against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Broadwest 
Corp vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in the 
Tax Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, 
and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled 
Broadwest Corp. vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the assessment 
for both properties, for tax years 2009 and 2010 will be reduced 
from $907,100 to $800,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 



 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing Purchase of Eighteen (18) Sets of Tactical and  
Body Armor Plus Accessories from Atlantic Tactical of New  
Jersey, Inc., Somerset, New Jersey, Through State Contract #A73994 
for the Police Department - $54,644.20  
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Police Department is 

desirous of purchasing tactical body armor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the body armor is available via New Jersey State 
Contract #A73994; 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $36,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the purchase of (18) Protech 
MTO1 TAC 6 plus HP MT01 Ballistic 3A/Spike 3 w/Molle Attachment 
System plus accessories from Atlantic Tactical of New Jersey, 
Inc., 14 Worlds Fair Drive, Somerset, New Jersey 08873, in the 
amount of $54,644.20; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through the 
Police Department’s Confiscated Funds Account 
 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for a Fire Safety Trailer 
for the Fire Prevention Bureau and a New Roof for Borough Hall  
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Purchasing Consultant is hereby 
authorized and directed to advertise for bids or purchase through 
State contract for: 
 
 . One (1) Fire Safety Trailer for the Fire Prevention Bureau 
               .     A New Roof for Borough Hall at 309 Main Street 
 
 
CA-15 - Authorizing Change of Business Location for Fort Lee Car 
Service LLC (Taxi Service) Transfer from 511 Main Street to 1605 
John Street  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE GRANTING A 
     CHANGE IN BUSINESS LOCATION TO FORT LEE CAR SERVICE,  
     LLC 

 
WHEREAS, a Fort Lee Car Service, LLC was granted a license by 

the governing body to operate a taxi service at 511 Main Street in 
the Borough of Fort Lee on April 15th (CA-15); and 
 



 WHEREAS, the applicant has submitted an amended taxi service 
application to relocate his business to 1605 John Street, Suite 
123; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has been reviewed and approved by the  
Building Department and was issued a Business Certificate of 
Occupancy on August 12, 2010 for its new business location at 1605 
John Street, Suite 123, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee does hereby authorize the transfer of business 
location from 511 Main Street to 1605 John Street, Suite 123 which 
includes the parking of taxis at the same address.  
 
 
CA-16 - Awarding Contract to Hydroqual Inc., Mahwah, New Jersey  
to Provide Consulting Services for the Borough’s CSO Permit 
Renewal – Fee Not to Exceed $4,000.00 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
          OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
          PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 
provide services related to the preparation and filing of an 
application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection for the renewal of the Borough’s combined sewer 
overflow NJPDES permit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Hydroqual, Inc. (“Hydroqual”) to perform such professional 
engineer services in accordance with its proposal, dated August 
10, 2010, attached hereto (Available in the Office of the Borough 
Clerk); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Hydroqual possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the preparation and filing of an application 
for the renewal of the Borough’s combined sewer overflow NJPDES 
permit; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Hydroqual in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 



performed by Hydroqual for an amount not-to-exceed $4,000.00, 
which amount is below the threshold of $17,500 under the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., 
and, therefore, the contract is exempt from the provisions of the 
New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
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 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional engineering services related to the renewal of the 
Borough’s combined sewer overflow NJPDES permit is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 
is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Hydroqual shall be and is hereby appointed to 
perform professional engineering services related to the renewal of 
the Borough’s combined sewer overflow NJPDES permit in accordance 
with its proposal, dated August 10, 2010, attached hereto and made 
a part hereof. 
 
 2. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk shall be and are hereby 
authorized to execute a contract between the Borough and Hydroqual, 
providing for compensation in an amount not-to-exceed $4,000.00, 
and further memorializing the scope of work and such other terms 
and conditions as may be necessary. 
 
 3. That Hydroqual is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-17 - Authorizing Payment to Gotthold Paving, Edgewater, New  
Jersey, for Emergency Sewer Repairs Made to Bluff Road at New 
Jersey State Highway #5 - $14,500.00 Plus $4,800 for the Cost of 
Rock Excavation – Total $19,300 
 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists to the safety and 
welfare of the public by the way of a sewer main collapse and 
blockages at the vicinity of Bluff Road and New Jersey State 
Highway #5 and the need to repair this exists; and 
 
     WHEREAS, said repairs to the sewer was declared an extreme 
emergency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Assistant Engineer, 
Superintendent of the Department of Public Works, and the 
Supervisor of Sewers, Gotthold Paving, P.O. Box 205, Edgewater, New 
Jersey 07020 was retained on an emergency basis to repair said 
sewer pipes, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to Gotthold Paving, in 



the amount of $14,500.00 for the emergency sewer repairs plus 
$4,800.00 for the cost of rock excavation for a total of 
$19,300.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of  
the Borough Clerk and such funds are available under capital  
account #04-2150-55-2924-031. 
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 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, offered here congratulations 
to Police Officer Mahon (CA-2) and she questioned CA-8, CA-9 and 
CA-17. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich responded to CA-8 and CA-9.  Ms. Thomas and 
Mayor Sokolich replied to CA-17. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-17) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-1 - Authorizing Execution of Resubmitted Treatment Works 
Approval (TWA) Application for the State of New Jersey, Department 
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), for the Whitehall Towers 
Project, Block 4854, Lots 1 and 5   
 
 Mayor Sokolich explained the procedure as to why the 
applicant needed a re-submitted application for a treatment works 
approval from the NJDEP. 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS it is necessary to secure a permit from the 
State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, for a 
Treatment Works Approval permit for a sewer extension for the 
Whitehall Tower Project, Block 4854, Lots 1 and 5; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Whitehall Tower Project, in Fort Lee involves 
the construction of a twelve (12) story residential apartment 
building; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed Treatment Works consists of 
constructing 34 LF of 8" DIP and two sanitary manholes that will  
connect to an existing 8" CIP which will serve the proposed 
development; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the project has been reviewed by the Zoning Board, 
and Ed Mignone, Assistant Borough Engineer, for the Borough,    
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Mayor or Borough Administrator 
to execute a Treatment Works Approval application, to the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection on behalf of Costa 
Engineering Corporation, engineer for applicant for the Whitehall 
Tower @ Fort Lee Project, 325 South River Street, Hackensack, New 
Jersey 07601. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, 
 



 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 

APPOINTMENT 
 
A-1 – Board of Ethics  
 
 Mayor Sokolich gave a brief overview of the Ethic’s  
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Board duties and responsibilities as well as explaining the makeup 
of the Board. 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Harry Liapes to serve as a member of  
the Board of Ethics for an unexpired term through December 31, 
2013. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated Police Officer Kevin Mahon on 
his retirement. 
 
 He stated that last Wednesday at the Jack Alter Community 
Center the “3 Po Tenors” performed and sang their hearts out.  It 
was a wonderful event.   
 
 He announced that on Wednesday, August 25th, “The Duprees” 
will be performing at the Jack Alter Community Center. 
 
 He mentioned that on October 3rd, the third annual “Tour De 
Fort Lee” will be held.  The event is sponsored by the Fort Lee 
Education Foundation, which event commences at the Jack Alter 
Community Center.  Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.   
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – stated that the blood supplies in the area 
are currently running very low with only a ½ day supply of blood 
available.  The Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps is holding a 
blood drive on Friday, August 27th from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at 
the Jack Alter Community Center.  For further information contact 
Paul Favia at 201-592-3500 ext 1056. 
 
 He announced the following “Movie & Music Under the Stars” 
events being held at the Jack Alter Community Center. 
 
 1. Saturday, August 21st: The Party Dolls followed by the 
movie “Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs” 
 
 2. Saturday, August 28th: Jersey Sound followed by the movie 
“Frankenstein”  
 
 He added that the Fort Lee Film Commission will be holding a 
fundraiser on Saturday, October 23rd from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
at In Napoli Restaurant.  Tickets will be $50.00.  The guest 
speaker will be Tribecca documentary film maker Christine Jackson 
who will be screening her film “Toots” which is about the life and 
times of Toots Shor. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – had no report tonight. 
 



 
Councilwoman Kasofsky –  stated that the Fort Lee Library will be 
purchasing a used Kawai baby grand piano.  A lot of time was spent 
by the library sub-committee headed up by Councilman Cervieri and 
Library Board Trustee members Susan Siegel and Karen Sandberg as 
well as advice received by Councilman Pohan, who is a concert 
pianist.  After quite a few road trips the Kawai was found at a 
cost of $41,000.  The cost may seem high; however, Mary Meehan, 
who past away had generously left $200,000 in a trust fund for the 
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library’s use.  A cost of a brand new baby grand piano can run 
upward to $100,000. 
 
 She praised her building members at 555 North Avenue (Med 
West) who last Saturday night held at fundraiser at their pool 
which raised money and much needed food for the Center for Food 
Action in Englewood. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that the library board trustees were 
looking originally at a Steinway piano which would have been at a 
cost of approximately $72,000, but after doing research found the 
Kawai at a much lower cost.  He thanked Councilman Pohan for the 
giving of his time as well as the volunteers on the library board 
who were involved throughout the entire process. 
 
 He offered his congratulations to Kevin Mahon on his 
retirement.  He added that Kevin was a great motorcycle instructor 
for many Police Departments throughout Bergen County and the 
State.  
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – also offered his congratulations to Kevin Mahon 
who served the community well. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject       Response 
 
Adam Rodriguez        .Request for the Mayor &      Mayor Sokolich 
1006 Big Ridge Drive    Council to Pass a Resolution   
East Stroudsberg, PA.   in Support of Re-imposition of 
                        Glass-Steagall Principals 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:40 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, July 22, 2010 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Council Members Goldberg, Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 
JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  
Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 
same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to 
cover the cost of providing notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that even though things slow down in 
the summer the Borough government continues to work diligently on 
behalf of the community.  On tonight’s agenda there is an 
amendment to the 2010 budget which will ultimately lead to the 
budget being adopted tonight.  It’s a budget that he’s proud of.  
It’s a budget under dire economic conditions represents a relative 
modest increase considering the increases that everyone has read 
about from neighboring and other municipalities.  There is not one 
service that is being cut in the community.  The high quality of 
life will continue to remain in the Borough.  The Borough has been 
preparing for these times for the past 2.5 years.  The Borough 
hasn’t had to lay off anyone nor furlough anyone or limit any of 
its emergency services.   
 
 He mentioned that the Borough’s revised Website should be up 
and running in the near future which will include a citizen 
notification component which will allow government and the 



citizens to interact on a real time basis. 
 
 He spoke to the 9/11 Memorial which he’s hopeful will be 
erected before September 11th.  All of the work on the memorial 
will be done by Borough employees.   
 
 He said that particularly in the summer the Borough is the 
place to be.  Between movies, concerts and all of the other 
activities at the Jack Alter Community Center there is something 
going on daily for people of all ages.  The Borough was ranked by 
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a national recognized magazine as one of the top five communities 
to retire to in America.  One of its criteria was the activities 
the Borough provides to all of its citizens. 
 
 He closed by mentioning that people have been reading that 
the Redevelopment of Area 5, the property just south of the bridge 
between Lemoine Avenue and Central Road, has been delayed because 
one of the developers not selected to redevelop the property has 
sued the Borough.  Meetings and discussions are being convened and 
he’s hopeful in the near future that there will be development on 
the project and build the site the way which it has been 
envisioned on behalf of the community. 
 
 He wished everyone a wonderful and safe summer. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 3, 2010 
Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 10, 2010 
Regular Meeting were approved.  
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the June 28, 
2010 Special Meeting were approved. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2010-20 - Capital Ordinance for Roadway Improvements to 
Stillwell Avenue 8th to 11th Streets – $100,000 (Bergen County 
Community Development Block Grant) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2010-20 entitled, “ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING 
$100,000 FROM A BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT TO  
ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS TO STILLWELL AVENUE, 8TH TO 11TH STREETS IN 
AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
August 19, 2010. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-21 - Capital Ordinance for Roadway Improvements to 
Myrtle Avenue - $200,000 NJDOT Grant 
 



 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2010-21 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
APPROPRIATING $200,000 FROM A STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION GRANT FOR ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS TO MYRTLE AVENUE IN 
AN BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
August 19, 2010. 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-22 - Bond Ordinance for Park Improvements to 
William T. Birch Park – Appropriating $200,000 and Authorizing the 
Issuance of $95,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part 
of the Cost Thereof 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2010-22 entitled, “A BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR PARK IMPROVEMENTS TO WILLIAM T. BIRCH PARK IN AN BY 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $200,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$95,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
August 19, 2010. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-23 - Bond Ordinance for Combined Sewer Outflow  
Abatement Upgrades – Appropriating $900,000 and Authorizing the  
Issuance of $370,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance  
Part of the Cost Thereof 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2010-23 entitled, “BOND ORDINACE 
PROVIDING FOR COMBINED SEWER OUTLFOW ABATEMENT UPGRADES IN AND BY 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $900,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$370,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
August 19, 2010. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-24 - Appropriating $2,390,000 for Various Capital 
Improvements and Authorizing the Issuance of $2,270,500 Bonds or  
Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2010-24 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE 
AGGREGRATE AMOUNT OF $2,390,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $2,270,500 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE 
PART OF THE COST THEREOF,” was introduced and passed on first 



reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
August 19, 2010. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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MUNICIPAL BUDGET 2010 
 
R-1 – Muncipal Budget Amendment/Adoption of the 2010 Municipal 
Budget  
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2010 was 
approved on April 15, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as 
advertised; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, that the following amendment 
to the approved budget of 2010 be made: 
 
CURRENT FUND BUDGET 
 
ANTICIPATED REVENUES       From       To 
 
3.  Miscellaneous Revenues - Section B: State 
     Aid Without Offsetting Appropriations  
     Consolidated Municipal Property Tax Relief  $375,822.00       $181,477.00 
     Energy Receipts Tax                       $1,740,031.00     $1,520,261.00 
      
    Total Section B: State Aid Without  
     Offsetting Appropriations                 $2,185,682.00     $1,771,567.00 
 
    TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES               $6,770,716.05     $6,356,601.05 
 
5.  SUBTOTAL GENERAL REVENUES                 $10,108,716.05    $ 9,694,601.05       
    (Items 1,2,3 and 4)    
 
7.  TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES (Items 5 and 6)    $67,204,802.03    $66,790,687.03 
 
 
Appropriations 
 
8. (A) Operations – Within “CAPS” 
    Garbage and Trash Other Expenses           $2,650,000.00     $2,435,885.00 
 
 
  TOTAL OPERATIONS – (Item 8(A) Within CAPS)  $46,546,538.00    $46,332,423.00 
 
  TOTAL OPERATIONS INCLUDING CONTINGENT 
   WITHIN “CAPS”                              $46,546,538.00    $46,332,423.00 
 
  Detail: 
   Other Expenses (Including Contingent)      $19,360,480.00    $19,360,480.00 
 
  (H-1) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR      $51,547,874.00    $51,333,759.00 
   MUNICIPAL PURPOSES WITHIN “CAPS” 
 
 
8. (A) Operations – Excluded from “CAPS” 
    2010 CAP Exceptions 
    Group Insurance for Employees               $814,000.00        $614,000.00 
 



   Total Other Operations Excluded from 
    “CAPS”                                    $7,125,547.00      $6,925,547.00 
 
   TOTAL OPERATIONS – EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”    $7,399,375.03      $7,199,375.03 
 
  Detail: 
   Other Expenses 
 
(H-2) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR        
 MUNICIPAL PURPOSES EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”     $14,133,928.03     $13,933,928.03 
 
(O) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS – 
      EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”                  $14,133,928.03     $13,933,928.03 
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 (L) SUBTOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 
      (Items (H-1) AND (O)                  $65,681,802.03     $65,267,687.03 
 
 
9.  TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS            $67,204,802.03     $66,790,687.03 
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that three certified copies of this  
resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 
Local Government Services for his certification of the 2010 Local 
Municipal Budget so amended. 
 
 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, that the Amended Budget hereto and 
hereby made a part hereof is a true copy of the Amended Budget 
approved by resolution of the governing body on July 22, 2010. 
 
 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, that the Adopted Budget Amendment 
annexed hereto and hereby made a part of the 2010 Budget is a copy 
of the original on file with the Clerk of the Governing Body, that 
all additions are correct, all statements contained herein are in 
proof and the total of anticipated revenues equals the total of 
appropriations. 
 
 The budget amendment was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee of the County of Bergen that the budget herein before set 
forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for 
the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as 
appropriations, and authorization of the amount of $55,440,954.83 
for municipal purposes, and 
 
(a) $55,440,954.83 (Item 2 below) for municipal purposes, and 
 
(b)          $0.00 (Item 3 below) for school purposes in Type I  
School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18A:9-2) to be raised by taxation, 
and 
 
{C}                (Item 4 below) to be added to the certificate 
of amount to be raised by taxation for local school purposes in  
Type II School Districts only (N.J.S.A. 18:9-3) and the 
certification to the County Board of Taxation of the following 
summary of general revenues and appropriations. 
 

SUMMARY OF REVENUES 
 
1. General Revenues 
    Surplus Anticipated                       08-100           $1,950,000.00 
    Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated       40004-10          $6,356,601.05 
    Receipts from Delinquent Taxes            15-499           $1,388,000.00 
 
2. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
    MUNICIPAL PURPOSES (Item 6(a), Sheet 11)  07-190          $57,096,085.98 
 



3. AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
    SCHOOLS IN TYPE 1 SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY 
    Item 6, Sheet 42                          07-195 
    Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14    07-191 
 
    Total Amount to be Raised by Taxation for 
     Schools in Type I School Districts Only                  $57,096,085.98 
 
4. To Be Added TO THE CERTIFICATE FOR AMOUNT  
    TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR SCHOOLS IN 
    TYPE II SCHOOL DISTRICTS ONLY: 
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 Item 6(b), Sheet 11 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-14)  07-195 
     Total Revenues                          40000-10         $66,790,687.03 
 
 

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 
 
5. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS: 
 
      Within “CAPS” 
 
        (a&b) Operations Including Contingent                $46,332,423.00 
        (e) Deferred Charges and Statutory  
             Expenditures - Municipal                         $5,001,336.00 
 
   Excluded from “CAPS” 
 
        (a) Operations - Total Operations Excluded 
             from “CAPS”                                      $7,199,375.03 
        {c} Capital Improvements                                 150,000.00 
        (d) Municipal Debt Service                             6,584,553.00 
 
        (m) Reserve for Uncollected Taxes (Include Other       1,523,000.00 
             Reserves if any 
 
Total Appropriations                                         $66,790,683.03 
 
     On motion by Councilman Pohan, and seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, the resolution to adopt the 2010 Fort Lee Municipal 
budget was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 It is hereby certified that the within budget is a true copy 
of the budget finally adopted by resolution of the Governing Body 
on the 22nd Day of July, 2010.  It is further certified that each 
item of revenue and appropriation is set forth in the same amount 
and by the same title as appeared in the 2010 approved budget and 
all amendments thereto, if any, which have been previously 
approved by the Director of Local Government Services. 
 

Certified by me on this 22nd day of July 2010 
Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2010-12 - Establishing Salary and Wages for Blue Collar 
Employees for 2010-2012  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES 
FOR BLUE COLLAR EMPLOYEES FOR 2010-2012.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked relating to this 
ordinance and all of the salary ordinances what the percentage 



increases were.  She also thanked the Mayor and Council for not 
taking any salary increase. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough is grateful to all of 
the bargaining units for recognizing and understanding the 
difficult economic times.  He and the governing body are 
appreciative of that recognition. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
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On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-13 - Amending Chapter 261, Land Use Procedures,  
Article VII, Affordable Housing Development Fees 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-13 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 261, LAND USE 
PROCEDURES, ARTICLE VII, AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEE OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2010-15 - Establishing Salary and Wages for White 
Collar Employees for 2010-2012 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES 
FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES FOR 2010-2012.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-16 - Establishing Salary and Wages for Department  
Heads, Borough Administrator, Borough Clerk, Chief Financial  
Officer, Tax Assessor, Tax Collector and Certain Non-Union  
Employees for 2010-2012  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-16 “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR  
DEPARTMENT HEADS, BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR, BOROUGH CLERK, CHIEF 
FINANCIAL OFFICER, TAX COLLECTOR, TREASURER, TAX ASSESSOR AND 



CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES FOR 2010-2012.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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Ordinance #2010-17 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Section I,  
Establishing No Parking on the North and South Sides of Cedar  
Street From Parker Avenue Extending 50 Feet East 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-17 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V, SCHEDULES, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I, NO 
PARKING.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to the continuing 
issue of fewer street parking spaces. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this particular initiative is to 
help the residents in the area in question. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri spoke to where the Mayor and Council are trying 
to find various areas around the Borough for potential off-street 
parking. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that he and the governing body are 
cognizant that if parking is going to be found it has to be in a 
geographically desirable location otherwise it’s a waste of money. 
 
 There being no further public discussion, the public hearing 
was closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by 
Councilman Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2010-18 - Amending Chapter 358, Stormwater Management 
by Establishing Section 13 Private Storm Drain Inlet Retrofitting 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Pohan and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 358 STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
  
 
Ordinance #2010-19 - Amending Chapter 356, Solid Waste by 
Establishing Section 10A Refuse Containers/Dumpsters  
 



On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2010-19 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 356, SOLID 
WASTE, ARTICLE II, COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF GARBAGE, ASHES AND 
RUBBISH, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if someone is placing 
rubbish in a dumpster how and when is it supposed to be covered. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich clarified that once garbage has been placed in 
a bin it has to be covered once the work is completed.  This is 
very important when it’s windy and also when garbage has to be 
transported. 
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 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman  
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-18. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $9,744,294.69 
Capital                                        1,012,685.29      
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                      1,650,000.00 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,551.00 
Trip Admissions                                   16,451.60 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         80,423.23  
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Police Activity Trust                            326,390.23 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             833.72 
Redemption Account                                61,906.67 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   30,746.36  
Police Justice                                     2,369.69 
 
Total:                                       $12,930,652.48 
 
 



CA-2 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Mahmoud  
Salem for Fire Company #1 and Firefighter Application for Joe 
Carcich for Fire Company #4  
 
 The above listed firefighter applications were approved. 
 
 
CA-3 - Accepting Retirement Notice of Police Officer Dale Loyer – 
Effective August 1st 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated July 1, 2010, submitted  
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by Police Officer Dale Loyer, of the Police Department, is hereby 
accepted; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Police Officer Loyer’s effective 
date of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be August 1, 
2010.    
 
 
CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notice of Jeanne Reuter, Public Health  
Nurse – Effective August 12th 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated June 16, 2010, 
submitted by Jeanne Reuter, Public Health Nurse, of  the Health 
Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Reuter’s effective date of 
retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be effective August 
12, 2010. 
 
 
CA-5 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Richard Barone, Senior  
Park Maintenance Worker for the DPW – Effective August 1st 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated July 2, 2010, submitted 
by Richard Barone, Parks Maintenance Worker, of the Parks 
Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Barone’s effective date of 
retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be effective August 
1, 2010. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Hiring of Martin Brown, George Diaz, Michael  
Tomasi, David Briety and Ari Breslauer as Emergency  
Medical Technicians for the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance  
Corps – $17.46 Hourly 
 

WHEREAS, there are Emergency Medical Technician vacancies in 
the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps and the Mayor and Council have 
determined that this vacancy should be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Martin Brown, Goerge Diaz, Michael 
Tomasi, David Briety and Art Breslauer be hired as part-time 
Emergency Medical Technicians with the Fort Lee Ambulance Corps, 
with an effective date of July 25, 2010; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment be provisional  
pending certification from the New Jersey Department of  
Personnel.  This position shall be at the wage of $17.46 per hour, 



not to exceed 19.5 hours per week.                 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Salary Increase for Michael Maresca, Assistant 
Public Works Superintendent, for Assuming the Duties of Overseeing 
the General Services Department – $6,995 Increase to $122,000 
(Annual Salary) 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
have determined that Michael Maresca, Assistant Public Works 
Superintendent, will assume the duties of overseeing the General 
Services Department, due to the retirement of Stephen Richter, 
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Supervisor, Senior Maintenance Repairer Electrician/Supervising 
Maintenance Repairer, Carpentry for General Services, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Michael Maresca will be given an 
increase commensurate with the supervisory responsibilities for 
the General Services Department, and that his base salary will be 
$122,000.00 retroactive to June 14, 2010. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Contract With  
Bergen County Through the Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund 
Municipal Program for Improvements to the Fort Lee Little League 
Park at 1301 Anderson Avenue - $78,842.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of 
Bergen for the purpose of using $78,842.00 grant award from the 
2009 Funding Round of the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, 
Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“Trust Fund”) for the 
project entitled Fort Lee Little League Park Improvements located 
in Block 1751, Lot 2, on the tax maps of the Borough of Fort Lee: 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the  
aforesaid grant agreement; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby  
authorizes Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer, to sign all 
County of Bergen Payment Vouchers submitted in connection with the 
aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council recognizes 
that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for a dollar to dollar 
match for any funds awarded in accordance with the Trust Fund’s 
requirements. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Friedman, at 807 Edgewood Lane, Block 353, Lot 11, vs. Borough of 
Fort Lee for Tax Years 2009 and 2010 
 

WHEREAS, Sophie Friedman is the owner and taxpayer of  
property located at 807 Edgewood Lane, also known as Block 353, 
Lot 11; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal for 2009 and 
2010 against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Friedman 
vs. Borough of Fort Lee which is presently pending; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  



and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, 
and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled 
Friedman vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the assessment for tax 
year 2009 will be reduced from $544,100 to $300,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the assessment for tax year 2010 
will be reduced from $544,100 to $384,300; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled 
Magnone, at 43 Bluff Road, Block 76, Lot 10, vs. Borough  
of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2009 and 2010  
 

WHEREAS, Peter Magnone is the owner and taxpayer of  property 
located at 43 Bluff Road, also known as Block 76, Lot 10; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeal for 2009 and 2010 
against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Magnone vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee which is presently pending in the Tax Court; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, 
and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Magnone 
vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the assessment for tax year 2009 
will be reduced from $1,510,000 to $1,375,000, and for tax year 
2010, the assessment will be reduced from $1,510,000 to 
$1,275,000; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Submission of a 2011 Grant Application to the  
New Jersey Department of Transportation for Roadway Improvements 
to Linwood Avenue 
 
       Approval to submit a grant application and execute a 
       grant contract with the New Jersey Department of 
       Transportation for the Linwood Avenue Improvements 
       Project 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee formally approves the grant application for 
the above stated project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application 
identified as MA-2011-Fort Lee Borough-00090 to the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Fort Lee; 



and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the 
Borough of Fort Lee and that their signature constitutes 
acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and 
approves the execution of the grant agreement 
 
 
CA-12 - Approving Liquor License Renewals for 2010-2011  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that plenary retail consumption licenses, plenary retail 
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distribution licenses, for the year 2010/2011 be issued to 
each of the applicants listed on the attached pages for premises 
designated opposite their respective names for the distribution or 
sale of alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 
 
0219-33-005-002   ASTER CORPORATION   PLAZA DINER 
 
0219-44-038-004   K&S DRUG & SURGICAL INC. JUNCTION DRUGS 
 
0219-33-046-009   HAE H. KIM        SIKGAEK RESTAURANT 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-13 - Approving Liquor License Renewal for Mac-On Inc., (Pocket  
License) for 2010-2011  
 

WHEREAS, on September 1, 2009 a Special Ruling was granted 
from the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control, to permit consideration of a liquor license renewal for 
one (1) plenary retail consumption license for the period of two 
years for 2009-2010 and 2010-2011; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the renewal application for 2010-2011 has been filed 
in the Borough Clerk’s Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall 
be renewed for the licensing year 2010-2011. 
 
 Liquor License # Licensee 
 

2. 0219-33-040-009     Mac-On Inc. 
 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing Purchase of a Vesta Pallas 9-1-1 Phone Console   
From Verizon, Piscataway, New Jersey, Through State Contract #T-
1044, Vendor #A69907, for the Police Department - $35,185.60 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Police Department is 
desirous of purchasing a Vesta Pallas 9-1-1 Phone Console; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the phone console is available via New Jersey State 
Contract #T-1044, Vendor Contract #A69907; 
 
 WHEREAS, the total cost of the expenditure is over the bid 
threshold amount of $29,000 and must be authorized by resolution 
of the governing body; and 



 
WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 

bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the purchase of (1) Vesta 
Pallas 9-1-1 Phone Console from Verizon, 201 Centennial Avenue, 
Room, 3s050, Piscataway, New Jersey 08854, in the amount of 
$35,185.60; and 
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WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase through the 
Police Department’s Confiscated Funds Account.   
 
 
CA-15 - Authorizing Increase to the Borough’s Public Bidding  
Threshold from $29,000 to $36,000  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN THE BID THRESHOLD 

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law provides that 
contracts may be awarded without public bidding if the contract in 
the aggregate does not exceed $29,000 annually; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A 40A:11-3{c} and 18A:18a-3(b), 
Governor Chris Christie has exercised his authority to adjust the 
bid thresholds for awarding contracts by various contracting 
units; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law further provides that 
a governing body may now increase that  bid threshold to $36,000 
where a qualified purchasing agent (Maureen Holtje) has been 
appointed and the governing body adopts a resolution authorizing 
the increase in the bid threshold; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough have determined 
that, because the Borough contracts a qualified purchasing agent 
(Maureen Holtje), it is necessary for the efficient operation of 
the Borough to authorize an increase in the bid threshold, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the Borough’s purchasing agent (Maureen Holtje) is 
authorized, consistent with the Local Public Contracts Law, to 
award contracts without public bidding in those circumstances 
where the contract in the aggregate does not exceed $36,000.00 
annually. 
 
 
CA-16 - Authorizing Rejection of Bid of Commercial Acceptance  
Company, Shiremanstown, Pennsylvania, for Ambulance Bill 
Collection Services and Authorizing Rebid of Same 

 
  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

       OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE REJECTION OF BID AND 
       RE-BIDDING FOR AMBULANCE BILL COLLECTION SERVICES 
  



 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to procure ambulance bill collection services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, having publicly solicited bids for ambulance bill 
collection services, the Borough received a single bid on July 6, 
2010, from Commercial Acceptance Company; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough reviewed the bid submitted by 
Commercial Acceptance Company and determined that Commercial 
Acceptance Company failed to submit a bid guarantee and a Business 
Registration Certificate in accordance with the material 
requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
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WHEREAS, the failure to submit a bid guarantee and a 
Business Registration Certificate as required in the Bid 
Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non-complying 
and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A.  
 

40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 

WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a bid guarantee or a Business 
Registration Certificate in compliance with the requirements of 
the Bid Specifications is a material and non-waivable defect, 
rendering the bid to be unresponsive without any possibility of 
being cured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has concluded, on the basis of the 
foregoing, that the bid of Commercial Acceptance Company should be 
rejected as non-responsive for failure to comply with the 
requirements of the Bid Specifications and in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of procuring ambulance bill collection services that was the 
subject of this public procurement as these services are necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough,  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the bid of Commercial Acceptance Company shall be and 
is hereby rejected as non-responsive for failure to comply with 
the requirements of the Bid Specifications and in accordance with 
the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
   
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator shall 
be and is hereby directed to re-bid to procure ambulance bill 
collection services pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law as the award of this 
contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 
CA-17 - Awarding Bid to New Jersey Emergency Vehicles, Manasquan,  
New Jersey for a 2010 Emergency Services Utility Truck for  
the Police Department - $207,782 (Confiscated Funds) 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF A  
     2010 ESU UTILITY TRUCK  
 



 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of a 2010 
ESU utility truck for use by Borough Police Department personnel 
in performing vital municipal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on June 30, 2010, pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 
the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of a 2010 ESU utility 
truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 25, 2010, a single bid was received in 
response to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following 
bidder:  
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 P.L. Custom Body and Equipment Co., Inc.   $207,782.00 
 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by P.L. Custom Body and Equipment Co., Inc. is in compliance with 
the requirements of the bid specifications and that P.L. Custom 
Body and Equipment Co., Inc. constitutes the lowest responsible 
and complying bidder for the purchase of a 2010 ESU utility truck; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the purchase of a 2010 ESU utility truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that P.L. Custom Body and Equipment Co., 
Inc., 2201 Atlantic Avenue, Manasquan, New Jersey, is the lowest 
responsible and compliant bidder and is awarded the contract for 
the purchase of a 2010 ESU utility truck in accordance with the 
applicable bid documents and specifications for the amount of 
$207,782.00; and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with P.L. Custom Body and 
Equipment Co., Inc. for the purchase of a 2010 ESU utility truck; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and the 
Chief Financial Officer have certified that funds are available 
for the purchase of a 2010 ESU utility truck from the Police 
Department’s confiscated property account; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-18 - Awarding Contract to Miller-Rinaldi & Company, River Edge, 
New Jersey, to Appraise Certain Properties Which Include The 
National League Baseball Field, the General Services and 
Recreation Offices, and the Adjacent Tennis and Basketball Courts 
– Fee Not to Exceed $15,000 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 
  PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed real estate appraiser to provide an 



appraisal for certain properties, including the Borough’s National 
League baseball field, the General Services and Recreation 
Offices, and the adjacent tennis courts and basketball courts 
(collectively, the “Properties”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 28, 2010, the Mayor and Counsel of the 
Borough formally authorized by resolution at a public meeting the 
hiring of an appraiser to perform an appraisal of the Properties; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated  
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by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 

 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of 
Miller-Rinaldi & Company (“Appraisers”) to perform such 
professional appraisal services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated July 12, 2010, (Available in the Office of the Borough 
Clerk); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Appraisers possesses the requisite expertise 
and skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 
services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 
the Properties; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to the 
Appraisers in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Education in the Borough will share 
equally in the cost of hiring the Appraisers; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional appraisal services will be 
performed by Appraisers at a cost of $15,000, including all out-
of-pocket expenses, which amount is less than the threshold of 
$17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is not subject 
to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 
appraisal with regard to the Properties in the Borough is in the 
best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this 
contract is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 



 
 1. That Miller-Rinaldi & Company, 136 Hudson Cove Edgewater, 
New Jersey 07020-1482 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional appraisal services related to the preparation of an 
appraisal with regard to the Properties in the Borough, in 
accordance with its proposal, dated July 12, 2010. 
 
 2. That the Appraisers are specifically placed on notice 
that it will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action 
regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
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accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
current funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
    Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, wished all the retirees the 
best of wishes.  She questioned CA-16 and CA-18. 
 
 Ms. Thomas and Mayor Sokolich responded to CA-16.  Messrs. 
Sokolich, Cervieri, Pohan and Cohen spoke to CA-18. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-18) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-2 -  Approving Cutwater Asset Management, Hawthorne, New Jersey, 
as an Additional Financial Institution for the Borough 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 
designate a depository or depositories for its monies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee recommended that the following financial institution be named 
as a depository: 
 
     Cutwater Asset Management “MBNA”, 13 Metro Vista Drive, 
      Hawthorne, NJ 07506 
     
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 
  
 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 
may designate. 
  

2. All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by 
checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 



 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that in addition to adopting the budget 
tonight, the Borough has received its annual audit report for the 
year ending 2009.  One reason the Borough has been able to control 
its costs in the budget has been the aggressive nature the Borough 
has paid down its debt.  The Borough’s net debt at the end of 2007 
was $83,900,000, at the end of 2008 it was $70,100,000 and at the 
end of 2009 it was $61,700,000.  The Borough has reduced its debt 
over $22,000,000 in two years.  Under State law the Borough has 
the capacity to issue bonds up to 3.5% of its total assessed 
valuation.  The Borough has only used a little less than 1% of its 
potential bonding capacity. The Borough will continue to try to  
Regular Meeting                                      July 22, 2010 
                                                          Page #19 
 
keep its debt down, but there are times when the Borough has to do 
certain projects that will require bonding.  He closed by stating 
the Borough has controlled its spending quite well. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – spoke to the Borough’s ratables and said 
there are certain projects that once they start moving forward 
should increase the Borough’s ratables by $500,000,000. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated the new retirees listed on 
tonight’s consent agenda. 
 
 He announced that the following events for the Jack Alter 
Fort Lee Community Center: 
 
 1. July 23rd – “The “Dancing Under the Stars” program will  
         feature swing dancing. 
 
     2. July 24th – The movie “Oceans Eleven” which will be  
         preceded by music from the “New York Rat Pack Show”. 
 
 3. October 3rd the Fourth Annual Tour de Fort Lee will be  
         held which is sponsored by the Fort Lee Education  
         Foundation.  All the monies raised goes for scholarships  
         and programs in the Fort Lee school system.  There will  
         be a twelve-mile bike ride or a two-mile walk.            
         Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. and the bicycle race  
         starts at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – stated that the people who run the Tour de Fort 
Lee are very dedicated to the community.  It’s a very well run 
event. 
 
 With regard to the budget he also thanked Ms. Thomas and 
Messrs. Iannaconi and Wielkotz.  He informed the public the budget 
process takes hundreds of hours each year.  There is continuous 
debate as to what programs are needed and how each line item is 
handled.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich read the following statement from Councilman 
Goldberg who was ill and unable to make tonight’s meeting: 
 
 “Although I cannot be there tonight I would like the record 
to reflect my approval of this budget.  I believe everyone on this 
podium tonight as well as our Administrator and CFO should be 
proud of the job that was done.  This budget is passed with no 
cuts in service, no layoffs and no furloughs.  Unlike other 
municipalities this means our senior center and library remains 
open, our bus service remains in effect, garbage pickup schedule  
remains as is and all services remain intact. 



 
 To our employees your understanding of the economic 
conditions and the State restrictions coming down the pike has 
allowed us to keep Fort Lee on a very stable financial footing and 
for that we thank you.” 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – spoke to earlier this year the Borough 
received a grant to pave North Avenue which pleased all the 
residents in the area as well as the people who drive on that 
roadway.  She stated that Maple Street was just paved by the 
Borough’s DPW and she thanked everyone who did a great job in  
repairing a road that was in disrepair. 
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Councilman Cervieri – mentioned an article this week in the Bergen 
News that was written by Doug Sugarman, Chairman of the Board of 
Adjustment.  It explained how the Board of Adjustment functions 
and gave the public a lot of good information to how the Board 
functions.  He thanked Doug, the Board of Adjustment members as 
well as all of the other Borough boards and committee members who 
are made of up volunteers who put in a lot of time and serve the 
Borough and public well.   
 
 He thanked his colleagues as well as Ms. Thomas and Mr. 
Iannaconi for all of their hard work they put into the budget  
 
 He asked one question related to the mill rate of the budget. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz responded that a homeowner with an average 
assessment of $475,000 will be paying an additional $102.00 in 
taxes then last year. 
  
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:45 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

    Monday, June 28, 2010 @ 9:00 a.m. 
 
 The Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in Executive Conference 
Room #201, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT:  Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,              
    Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
         Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On June 23, 2010 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS RECORD and TIME WARNER CABLE 
filed with the Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all 
persons who have requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed 
for the year 2010. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mr. Grant read the operative portion of the special meeting. 
  
 The agenda of this meeting to the extent presently known, is 
as follows: 
 

R-1  Approving Liquor License Renewals for 2010-2011  
     R-2  Authorizing Renewal of Liquor License for 2010-2011  

 for Jabadou Inc., at 2027 Lemoine Avenue With Special  
           Conditions Imposed  
     R-3  Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Hangar Inc.,  



           (Pocket License) for 2010-2011 and any Other Liquor   
           License Where a Special Ruling Has Been Received From  
           the State Before the Scheduled Meeting Date and Time 
     R-4  Rejecting Bid for Replacement Windows at 309 Main  
           Street 
           (Cancellation of Project) 
     R-5  Awarding Bid for Roadway Improvements to Myrtle Avenue 
     R-6  Authorizing Transfer of Mobile Food License from 
           Bibi Spann to Hamza Abdelhadi & Waleed Miqbel t/a 
           Pete’s Ice Cream) 
              

Discussion of Ambulance Corps Garage Floor  
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     Public Participation 

 
 It is expected that action will be taken at this meeting. 
 
 Copies of the foregoing notice were mailed to The Record, 
Jersey Journal, The Press Journal and Time Warner Cable; and to 
those who have prepaid the 2010 established fee for receiving such 
notices.  This notice is also posted on the bulletin board in the 
Municipal Building. 
 

 
RESOLUTIONS 

 
R-1 – Approving Liquor License Renewals for 2010-2011 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that plenary retail consumption licenses, plenary retail 
distribution licenses, plenary retail consumption w/broad package 
privilege, and club licenses for the year 2010/2011 be issued to 
each of the applicants listed on the attached pages for premises 
designated opposite their respective names for the distribution or 
sale of alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE    TRADE NAME 
 
0219-33-001-009   PICCO INC.                   
 
0219-33-002-002   143 WEST 99TH ST. CORP. AIELLO'S HILLTOP  
 
0219-33-007-012   MIN JUNG RHEE   POONG LIM 
 
0219-33-008-010   KIM & YOON INC.   SAN CHON RESTAURANT 
 
0219-44-009-002   9W WINES & SPIRITS LLC  QUENCH WINES & 
                                               SPIRITS 
 
0219-33-010-008   SUNBICHON RESTAURANT INC. MASIL HOUSE 
 
0219-44-011-004   B.L.W. WORLD INC.       WINE KING LIQUORS 
 
0219-33-013-013   YOUNG J. YIM               RAKU IZAKAYA 
 
0219-33-016-005   CHRISOVALANTIS INC.  RED OAK DINER 
 
0219-33-019-006   PALAVE ASSOCIATES INC.      SALLY LING'S  
         RESTAURANT 



 
0219-33-020-004   NEW GARDEN WEST CORP.       SILVER POND SEAFOOD 
                                              RESTAURANT 
0219-33-022-004   NEW BANG’S KITCHEN INC. 
 
0219-44-023-004   GREAT ATLANTIC & PACIFIC A&P WINES AND 
      TEA CO.                     SPIRITS 
 
0219-33-024-003   STUNI INC.        HIRAM'S ROADSTAND 
 
0219-33-025-005   ARAXTHOS INC.   20/20 BAR & GRILL 
 
0219-33-026-003   PIZZA CHEF, INC.   ARMANDO'S 
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0219-32-027-007   FRANCO B. INC.       FRANCOS METRO 
         RESTAURANT 
 
0219-33-028-007   ZENEX ENTERPRISE CORP.     CHING HWA ROO 
 
0219-44-029-011   FAIRWAY MARKET, INC.  FAIRWAY MARKET   
                 GIFT BASKETS 
 
0219-33-030-005   GAM NA MOO, INC.        PHO 32 & SHA BU 
 
0219-44-031-009   LINWOOD WINES & LIQUORS INC. 
                   
0219-33-033-010   NAMPO LLC.    
     
0219-33-034-004   SLUMBER INC.        HOLIDAY INN - GWB 
 
0219-44-035-005   ANASTASIOS PAPAVASILIOU 
                                               
0219-33-036-010   RISTORANTE IL LIMONCELLO TRIPLE 
                   LLC 
 
0219-33-037-003   177 NORTH MARGINAL   SIGGY'S  
      ROAD INC. 
    
0219-33-041-011   JOE & MAX INC.   SO KYO SEAFOOD 
 
0219-33-043-006   MEMRIES INC.         IN NAPOLI 
 
0219-33-047-008    ASIA EXPLORERS LLC         MOON JAR 
 
0219-33-048-017   MUSSO CAFE INC. 
 
0219-33-049-003   GAM ME OK, INC.    
 
0219-33-050-004   QUEENS RECIPE, INC.         MAHARANI INDIAN 
                                              CUISINE 
 
0219-44-051-005   GOOD NATURE FORT LEE        GOOD NATURE FORT LEE 
                   MARKET, INC                 MARKET 
 
0219-33-052-007   BROWN WINE BAR, LLC 
 
0219-31-054-001   FORT LEE ATHLETIC CLUB      FORT LEE ATHLETIC 
      INC.                         CLUB 
 
0219-31-057-001   HOOK & LADDER CO. #3  HOOK & LADDER CO. #3 
 
 



0219-44-060-014   THE HUDSON WINE MARKET, INC.   
 
0219-36-062-004   FORT LEE HOTEL    FORT LEE DOUBLETREE 
      MANAGEMENT INC. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
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R-2 – Authorizing Renewal of Liquor License for 2010-2011 for 
Jabadou Inc., at 2027 Lemoine Avenue With Special Conditions 
Imposed 
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that Councilman Sargenti wanted the 
conditions to stay in place, but if there was another violation 
then Jabadou Inc. would forfeit its liquor license.  
 
 Messrs. Sokolich and Cohen along with the governing body 
concurred that it would be a good idea, but it’s not lawful based 
on the current State liquor license laws. 
  
 On questioning from Mayor Sokolich, Mr. Cohen replied that 
Jabadou Inc. (Tribecca) has been a lot quieter then it has been in 
the past with regard to major incidents. 
  
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL 
CONSUMPTION LICENSE 0219-33-006-011, JABADOU INC., t/a 
TRIBECCA, 2027 LEMOINE AVENUE, FOR THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES, FOR THE LICENSING YEAR JULY 1, 2010 – JUNE 
30, 2011. 
 
WHEREAS, Jabadou, Inc. t/a Tribecca (“Tribecca”) is the owner 

and was the holder of a plenary retail consumption liquor license 
for property known as the Tribecca Night Club; and  
 

WHEREAS, Tribecca had applied to the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Fort Lee”) for the reissuance of the liquor 
license for the subject property; and  

 
WHEREAS, Tribecca has taken appropriate measures to 

significantly improve their operations and to minimize the 
negative impacts that were previously prevalent; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney (“Attorney”) and the Fort Lee 

Police Department (“FLPD”) have reviewed the current operating  
conditions of Tribecca and have submitted proposed operating 
conditions for the premises which would have the effect of  
significantly improving the use and operation of the Night Club, 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that plenary retail consumption license 
0219-33-006-011, Jabadou Inc., t/a Tribecca, 2027 Lemoine Avenue, 
for the licensing year July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2011 be renewed for 
the sale of alcoholic beverages with the following Special 



Conditions imposed on the license: 
 

a) No patron under 21 years of age shall be permitted on the 
premises when alcohol is being distributed, to include 
employees as well; 

 
b) Security ID’s shall be displayed prominently by all 

employees.  The word “Security” shall be printed on the back 
of the outermost garment. 

 
c) No admittance into the establishment after 1:45 AM with last 

call at 2:40 AM.  All patrons shall be off the premises no 
later than 3:00 AM. 
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d) The licensee’s parking lot and adjacent sidewalks shall be 
secured and patrolled by licensee’s security personnel to 
assist in the orderly exiting of patrons. 

 
e) Licensee shall provide such security control as requested by 

the Fort Lee Police Department (FLPD).  In the even the 
licensee fails to provide such control Fort Lee shall have 
the right to prohibit operations. 

 
f) The “licensed premises” shall be deemed to include adjacent 

and accessory premises included, but not limited to, the 
parking lot(s), street, sidewalk and the like. 

 
g) The video recording system shall be maintained and upgraded 

as directed by the FLPD, with a minimum hold of 30 days 
before being re-used or erased. 

 
h) The licensee shall provide monthly updates to the FLPD of 

current employee lists, including photographs. 
 

i) No valet parking shall be provided or offered by licensee. 
 

j) Licensee shall provide exterior clearing of premises every 
Saturday and Sunday morning prior to 9:00 AM. 

 
k) Licensee shall not conduct promotion events on the premises 

including, but not limited to: discount offerings based on 
dress, social status, race, ethnicity and the like.  There 
shall be no promotion or sponsored events in coordination 
with media outlets or private disc jockeys without two weeks 
prior approval from the FLPD.  Further, there shall be no 
teen nights.  Also, there shall be no sports or entertainment 
related events without two weeks prior approval from the 
FLPD. 

 
l) Patrons and employees shall be immediately barred from the 

premises if they are wearing gang related clothing or gesture 
in a fashion commonly associated with gang related activity. 

 
m) Licensee shall immediately notify the FLPD of any action that 

involves the use of physical force to restrain and/or remove 
a patron. 

 
n) Occupancy shall be limited to 550 persons at any given time.  

With the exception of up to eight (8) articulated events              
  agreed upon annually under separate amendment between  
  Licensee and Fort Lee, occupancy limited to 650 will be  
  permitted. 

 



o) A minimum of 3 dedicated security personnel shall be employed 
and on duty during all hours of operation, and an addition 2 
security personnel per 100 patrons after the initial 100 
patrons. 

 
p)Failure to comply with any portion of these stipulation shall  
  subject licensee to liability for any cost incurred by such  
  non-compliance, including but not limited to, cost of  
  additional police or other security, and to the revocation of       
  liquor license. 

 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
R-3 – Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Hangar Inc. (Pocket 
License for 2010-2011 
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 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg asked if this license is currently active. 
 
 Mr. Grant replied that it’s not and that it required a 
Special Ruling from the State because it has been inactive for 
more than two years. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, on May 27, 2010 a Special Ruling was granted from 
the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
to permit consideration of a liquor license renewal for one (1) 
plenary retail consumption license for the period of 2010-2011 and 
2011-2012; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the renewal application for 2010-2011 has been filed 
in the Borough Clerk’s Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall 
be renewed for the licensing year 2010-2011; and 
 
 Liquor License # Licensee 
 

3. 0219-33-042-008     Hangar Inc. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
R-4 – Rejecting Bid for Replacement Windows at 309 Main Street 
(Cancellation of Project) 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that the Borough’s roof needs to be fixed 
before this project can be started and therefore the Borough will 
be rejecting the lone bid and cancelling the project until the 
roof is evaluated. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE REJECTING THE SOLE BID FOR THE PROVISION  
AND INSTALLATION OF REPLACEMENT WINDOWS AT BOROUGH  
HALL  

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) have determined it is necessary to have the windows at 
Borough Hall replaced to increase energy efficiency and want to 



contract with a reliable improvement contractor to provide the 
requisite equipment and installation services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision and installation of replacement 
windows at Borough Hall; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on March 3, 2010, bids were received in response to 
the Borough’s public solicitation for replacement windows at 
Borough Hall; and    
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough determined to revise the bid 
specifications to expand the requirement for windows from a 
specific manufacturer to include any reputable manufacturer whose 
windows meet the technical specifications for the work; and 
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 WHEREAS, on May 5, 2010, a single bid was received from C.A. 
Spinella, Inc., 235 Boonton Avenue, Boonton, New Jersey 07005 in 
the amount of $95,000 in response to the Borough’s revised bid 
specifications and public solicitation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is no longer in 
the Borough’s best interests to move forward with the project for 
the replacement of windows at Borough Hall at this time and that 
the project should be abandoned; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 specifically provides a list 
of reasons justifying the rejection of all bids by a contracting 
unit to reject all bids, including that the contracting unit 
wishes to abandon the project for the services; and 
   
 WHEREAS, based upon the provisions of the Local Public 
Contracts Law, the Borough has concluded that the sole bid for the 
provision and installation of replacement windows at Borough Hall 
should be rejected, pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2, as the Borough intends to 
abandon the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the abandonment of 
this project is necessary for its efficient operations, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that that sole bid for the provision and installation of 
replacement windows at Borough Hall shall be and is hereby 
rejected pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the bidder be 
returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be maintained in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made 
available for public inspection.   
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
R-5 – Awarding Bid for Roadway Improvements to Reggio 
Construction, Inc., Fort Lee, New Jersey for Roadway Improvements 
to Myrtle Avenue - $138,293.56 



 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
THE PERFORMANCE OF IMPROVEMENTS TO MYRTLE AVENUE 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been 
approved to receive State Aid Grants for the construction of 
improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed contractor to perform construction services 
as to improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough; and 
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 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision of improvements to Myrtle Avenue 
in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 22, 2010, bids were received in response to 
the Borough’s public solicitation from the following bidders:  
 
  Reggio Construction, Inc.  $138,293.56 
  Fort Lee, New Jersey 
        
  AJM Contractors, Inc.   $143,256.00  
      Clifton, New Jersey    
 
  M. Ingannamorte & Son, Inc.  $149,056.00 
  Tenafly, New Jersey        
 
  English Paving Company, Inc.  $157,693.71 
  Clifton, New Jersey        
 
  4 Clean-Up, Inc.     $169,878.59 
  North Bergen, New Jersey  
       
  Tilcon, New York, Inc.   $170,000.00  
      Wharton, New Jersey    
 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Reggio Construction, Inc. (“Reggio”) is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Reggio constitutes 
the lowest responsible and complying bidder for the provision of 
improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the provision of improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the 
Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Reggio Construction, Inc., 1575 West 
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, is the lowest responsible and 
complying bidder and is awarded the contract for the provision of 
improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough in the amount of 
$138,293.56, in accordance with the applicable bid documents and 



specifications;  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Reggio for the provision of 
improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough;  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision of 
improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the remaining 
bidders be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.;   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
  
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
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 Mr. Sohmer stated that the road controlled by Bergen County  
near 1047 Anderson Avenue is in disrepair and that he would like 
to see the road repaired.   
 
 It was agreed that if the Borough undertook the repairs and 
then tried to bill Bergen County there’s a good chance the Borough 
would not get reimbursed by Bergen County.  The more prudent route 
would be to ask the County to make the necessary repairs. 
 
 
R-6 – Authorizing Transfer of Mobile Food License from Bibi Spann 
to Hamza Abdelhadi & Waleed Miqbel t/a Pete’s Ice Cream 
 
 Mr. Cervieri asked if the Borough has a limit on mobile food 
licenses. 
 
 Mr. Grant replied there are no limits at this time and he 
believes there are three or four active licenses.  He added that 
the Mayor and Council could set a license limit if they so choose. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, Bibi Z. Spann, 3 Horizon Road, Unit G24, was granted 
a  mobile food truck license by resolution of the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee on May 14, 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ms. Spann has consented to transfer her license to 
Hamza Abdelhadi, 7420 Cottage Avenue, North Bergen, New Jersey 
07047 on May 3, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 273 of the Borough Code provides that the 
Mayor and Council must approve such license and/or transfer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has been reviewed and approved by the 
Fort Lee Police Department for a mobile food truck license, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 
applicable license fees and submission of proper liability 
insurance for the operation of a mobile food truck, the Police 
Department is hereby authorized and directed to issue a mobile food 
truck owner’s license to Hamza Abdelhadi. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 



Ambulance Corps Garage Floor 
 
 Mr. Goldberg stated that this item will be discussed further 
at the July 15th executive session.  Any work done in the 
Ambulance Corps garage will need to be known well in advance so 
that voting in District 19 can me moved to another polling 
location.   
 
 Conversation ensued about the Ambulance Chief’s vehicle and 
whether the Borough authorized a replacement. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that the Ambulance Corps has stated that 
they need two vehicles, but the Borough has not authorized a 
replacement. 
 

Mayor Sokolich replied that the Borough has made a commitment 
for one rig and that some of the funds the Borough continues to 
receive through the ambulance co-pay program would be spent on  
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helping the Ambulance Corps but no specific dollar amount has been 
set by the entire Mayor and Council.   
 

Ms. Thomas added that the Borough put a lot of money into the 
Ambulance Corps building including updating their kitchen and 
putting in new air conditioning.   
 

Messrs Cervieri and Sohmer stated that the Borough wants to 
help the Ambulance Corps but it does not want to put every dollar 
directly back to the Ambulance Corp as the purpose of the co-pay 
program was to give tax relief to the Borough’s residents.  
 

Ms. Thomas stated that that rigs the Ambulance Corps wants to 
purchase are large and there are chassis cracks because of there 
size.  Not all of the other municipalities are purchasing as large 
as rigs. 
 
 
Appraisal of Properties with Regard to Potential School Board 
Referendum (Added on Item) 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated a sub-committee of the Council met with 
the Board of Education last Thursday night with regard to property 
the Fort Lee Board of Education (FLBOE) would like to utilize upon 
voter approval to build a new school.  The properties in question 
that need to be appraised are the Recreation and General Service 
Offices on 8th Street and the adjacent basketball and tennis 
courts as well as the National Little League field.  The Planning 
Board has reviewed the two proposals.  Basically what is being 
suggested is a fair market appraisal to deal with the Borough’s 
relocation costs.   
 

Mayor Sokolich asked about the time line to do the appraisal 
as well the properties involved. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri replied that the appraisal needs to be done as 
soon as possible because of the pending referendum.  He added that 
the little league field is not necessarily a financial benefit to 
the Borough because the Borough has been leasing the field for 
$1.00 a year but the value of the property needs to be known. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri suggested Anthony Rinaldi or James Hannoch to do 
the appraisals. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked who would be paying for the appraisals. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri replied that the cost would be split 50-50 with 



the FLBOE.. 
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that this is a unique appraisal 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that everyone’s balance sheets will 
stay the same. 
 
 Mr. Cervieri stated that the Borough is neither endorsing nor 
not endorsing the FLBOE’s plans.  
 

Mayor Sokolich expressed concerns about using Anthony Rinaldi 
because he’s currently in negotiations with him with regard to his 
own business matters. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that this would be a pure property swap 
without a cash contribution if the FLBOE referendum is approved by 
the voters   
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 Mr. Cohen stated that the measure of the value of the 
property is based on the substitution facilities. 
 
 Mr. Pohan stated that the Borough can authorize the 
appraisal; however the FLBOE’s architect has to do a metes and 
bounds as well as a delineation of the little league field. 
 
 Ms. Thomas stated that Mr. Cohen should get a written 
commitment from the FLBOE with regard to splitting the cost of the 
appraisal. 
  
 It was agreed that the appraiser shall be paid a fee not to 
exceeded $15,000 which costs will be split 50-50 with the FLBOE. 
  
 Mr. Cervieri stated that whoever is available and can do the 
work on a fast track basis should be hired. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich closed by stating that this appraisal is not 
the normal typical land appraisal. 
 
 
R-7 – Authorizing the Hiring of an Appraiser to Complete Appraisal 
of Certain Properties  
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
   A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF AN APPRAISER TO  

  COMPLETE APPRAISAL OF CERTAIN PROPERTIES 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is in need of an appraiser 
to complete an appraisal for certain properties which include the 
National League Baseball field, the General Services and 
Recreation Offices, and the adjacent tennis courts and basketball 
courts (collectively referred to as the “Properties”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law  
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged  
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 



Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Education will share in the cost of 
hiring the appraiser in an amount equal to half of the total cost; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to an 
appraiser who can complete the job in a prompt manner, in 
accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, that 
the Borough is hereby authorized to hire an appraiser to complete 
an appraisal of the Properties for an amount not to exceed 
$15,000.00 total, which cost shall be shared by the Board of 
Education in an amount equal to half the total cost. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified the availability of funds for this purpose.  
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Speaker   Subject     Response 
 
Nina Levinson       .Borough Hall Window Bid  Ms. Thomas               
1560 West St.        

.National Little League Field Mr. Cervieri 
                     /School Board Referendum     Mr. Pohan                
                                                  Mayor Sokolich  
                                                  Mr. Sohmer 
 

There being no further public discussion, the special meeting 
was adjourned on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by 
Councilman Goldberg, and carried at 9:35 a.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________ 
       Neil Grant, RMC 
       Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                Thursday, June 10, 2010 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 
JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  
Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 
same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to 
cover the cost of providing notice. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that covered in the media the last 
couple of days was the institution of a complaint filed by one of 
the developers not selected for Redevelopment Area 5.  Because 
it’s pending legislation he’s restricted to what he can and cannot 
say.  He said he would have liked to give as much as detail as 
possible.  He added that the litigation was anticipated and there 
were four candidates for the Redevelopment Area.  Three of them 
were not going to be happy.  He assured the public that the 
government will continue to see, shepherd and marshal the project 
towards its fruition. 
 
 He said that today he and representatives of all of Fort 
Lee’s emergency services as well as other governing body members 
had the privilege to take a guided tour of Hanger 17 at JFK 



Airport which is where the remnants of the World Trade Center 
reside.  It was a somber trip.  The Borough was there today 
because he and the governing body thought that Fort Lee was an 
appropriate place to have a 9/11 Memorial.  The Borough was there 
to select a remnant for its memorial.  What was selected he 
believes is very symbolic of the day.  It represents the disaster 
and the endurance of the Country to recover from such a disaster.  
Other requests have been made to have some other small remnants 
displayed at the fire houses and some of the Borough’s other 
public buildings.  He closed by stating that the Borough is very 
grateful to the representatives of the Port Authority and the City 
of New York for allowing the Borough’s representatives to tour the 
Hanger. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman  
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Cervieri, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 13, 
2010 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Pohan 
abstaining. 
  

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2010-12 – Establishing Salaries and Wages for Blue 
Collar Employees  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2010-12 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR BLUE COLLAR EMPLOYEES FOR 
2010-2012,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
July 22, 2010. 
  

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
Ordinance #2010-15 – Establishing Salaries and Wages for White 
Collar Employees for 2010-2012  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2010-15 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR WHITE COLLAR EMPLOYEES FOR 
2010-2012,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
July 22, 2010. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
Ordinance #2010-16 – Establishing Salaries and Wages for 
Department Heads, Borough Administrator, Borough Clerk, Chief 
Financial Officer, Tax Collector, Treasurer, Tax Assessor and 
Certain Non-Union Employees for 2010-2012  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2010-16 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS, BOROUGH 
ADMINISTRATOR, BOROUGH CLERK, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER, TAX 
COLLECTOR, TREASURER, TAX ASSESSOR AND CERTAIN NON-UNION EMPLOYEES 
FOR 2010-2012,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 



 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
July 22, 2010. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
Ordinance #2010-17 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Section I,  
Establishing No Parking on the North and South Sides of Cedar  
Street From Parker Avenue Extending 50 Feet East 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2010-17 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V SCHEDULES, 
SECTION 43 SCHEDULE I NO PARKING,” was introduced and passed on  
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first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 22, 
2010. 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-18 - Amending Chapter 358, Stormwater Management 
by Establishing Section 13 Private Storm Drain Inlet Retrofitting  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2010-18 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 358 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 22, 
2010. 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-19 - Amending Chapter 356, Solid Waste by 
Establishing Section 10A Refuse Containers/Dumpsters  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried, Ord. #2010-19 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 356, SOLID WASTE, ARTICLE II, COLLECTION AND 
DISPOSAL OF GARBAGE, ASHES AND RUBBISH, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for July 22, 
2010. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Ordinance #2010-13 - Amending Chapter 261, Land Use Procedures,  
Article VII, Affordable Housing Development Fees 
 
 Mr. Grant stated that the Planning Board has not reviewed the 
ordinance at this time; therefore, the public hearing needs to be 
postponed until the next regular meeting on July 22, 2010. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing relative to Ord. #2010-13 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 261, LAND USE PROCEDURES, 
ARTICLE VII, AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEE OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE” was postponed until July 22, 2010. 



 
 The motion to postpone was approved unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2010-14 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 16, Vehicles 
and Traffic – Parking Spaces to be Not Less Than Twelve (12) Feet  
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-14 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, 
ARTICLE II PARKING, SECTION 16 PARKING SPACES TO BE NOT LESS THAN 
12 FEET OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
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 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
  
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-17. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $6,460,014.80 
Capital                                          164,452.30 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a 
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,730.45 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         96,542.97 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                              75.00 
Redemption Account                                46,184.27 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                     n/a 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   21,902.89 
Police Justice                                          n/a 
 
Total:                                        $6,793,902.68 

 
 

CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #1010 for the Fort Lee Education  



Foundation LTD (50-50 Off-Premise Raffle) 
 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee Education Foundation Ltd,  210 Whiteman 
Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application 
for October 3, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all  
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #1010, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing the Hiring of Summer Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department – Termination Date August 31st 
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WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 

Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
Appointments (available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) are 
part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of June 26, 
2010 and a termination date of August 31, 2010. 
 
 
CA-4 - Reappointing Kevin Hartley as Tax Assessor – Effective July  
1, 2010 
 
       A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
       FORT LEE REAPPOINTING KEVIN HARTLEY AS TAX ASSESSOR FOR 
       THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
previously appointed Kevin Hartley to a four (4) year term of 
office as Tax Assessor for the Borough of Fort Lee, with such four 
(4) year term having commenced on July 1, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Kevin Hartley has admirably performed his job 
responsibilities as Borough of Fort Lee Tax Assessor during this 
first term of office; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the Borough of 
Fort Lee to reappoint Kevin Hartley to the position of Tax 
Assessor, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on the 10th day of June 2010, 
that Kevin Hartley be and is hereby reappointed to the position of 
Tax Assessor of the Borough of Fort Lee pursuant to N.J.S.A 40A:9-
146 et seq., with said reappointment commencing on July 1, 2010; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said reappointment of Kevin 
Hartley to the position of Tax Assessor for the Borough of Fort 
Lee is subject to the rights and privileges provided by law under 
N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.31 et seq. 
 
 



CA-5 - Authorizing Leave of Absence for Dana Reilly, Deputy  
Municipal Court Administrator, Under the Family Leave Act 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the letter of request dated May 26, 2010, submitted 
by Dana Reilly, Deputy Municipal Court Administrator of the 
Municipal Court, for a six month leave of absence, is hereby 
accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Reilly’s leave of absence 
will commence on June 28, 2010 through January 2011, when Ms. 
Reilly will return to her position with the Municipal Court.   
 
 
CA-6 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Steve Richter, Senior  
Maintenance Repairer Electrician/Supervising Maintenance  
Repairer, Carpentry for General Services  
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated June 1, 2010, submitted 
by Stephen A. Richter, Senior Maintenance Repairer 
Electrician/Supervising Maintenance Repairer, Carpentry, of the 
General Services Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Richter’s effective date of 
retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be effective July 1, 
2010. 
 
 
CA-7 - Accepting Retirement Notices from Captains Steven Hervey,  
Stephen Ferraro, Lieutenant Michael Gilmartin, Sergeant Joseph 
Cullen and Police Officer James Viola  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated May 24, 2010, submitted 
by Captain Steven Hervey, of the Police Department, is hereby 
accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Captain Hervey’s effective date 
of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be retroactive to 
June 1, 2010; and 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated May 26, 2010, submitted 
by Captain Stephen M. Ferraro, of the Police Department, is hereby 
accepted; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Captain Ferraro’s effective date 
of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be July 1, 2010. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated June 3, 2010, submitted 
by Police Lieutenant Michael W. Gilmartin, of the Police 
Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Lieutenant Gilmartin’s effective 
date of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be July 1, 
2010. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated May 10, 2010, submitted 
by Sergeant  Joseph M. Cullen, of the Police Department, is hereby 
accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Sergeant Cullen’s effective date 



of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be July 1, 2010; 
and 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated May 17, 2010, submitted 
by Police Officer James Viola, of the Police Department, is hereby 
accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Police Officer Viola’s effective 
date of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be August 1, 
2010.    
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing Hiring of Six (6) Clean Communities Employees –  
$7.50 to $12.00 Hourly 
 

WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal positions exist within  
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various departments, and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that the positions should be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired 
as spring/summer help, at the hourly rates of compensation listed 
below: 
 
Name         Department      Hourly   
                                       Rate                
 
Jayson Colon         Clean Communities   $12.00 (Supervisor)  
 May 13, 2010 Regular Meeting Resolution CA-11 to be Amended from  
 $10.00 
 
Chad Klotzkin        Clean Communities   $8.25 
Michael Francolino       Clean Communities   $8.25 
Ricardo Figueroa Jr. Clean Communities   $7.50 
Alexander Boyiatzis    Clean Communities   $7.50       
William Grant          Clean Communities   $7.50 
Edward Farrell           Clean Communities   $7.50 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare  
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Leaf Removal  
Services  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids for:  
 
     . Leaf Removal Services 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Purchase of Three (3) Ford Expedition Special  
Service Vehicles from Winner Ford, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, 
Through State Contract #A73844 - $97,574.00 for All Three Vehicles 
Which Includes Extended Warranties for the Vehicles  
 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 
three (3) 2010 Ford Expedition Special Service Vehicles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vehicles are available through Winner Ford, via 
New Jersey State Contract #A73844; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicles is over the bid threshold 



amount of $21,000 and the expenditure must be authorized by  
resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to 
purchase the aforementioned 2010 Ford Expeditions by purchase 
order from Winner Ford, 250 Haddonfield - Berlin Road, Cherry 
Hill, New Jersey, 08034 in the amount of $97,574.00 which includes 
the cost of extended warranties for the vehicles; and 
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WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 

resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase.  
 
 
CA-11 - Approving Developers Agreement with 2044 Center Property,  
Inc. for Property Located at 2044 Center Avenue, Block 4751, Lot 
31 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND 2044 
CENTER PROPERTY, INC.  
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee 

adopted a resolution approving a development application by 2044 
Center Property, Inc. (“Developer”), for property located at Block 
4751, Lot 31 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
also know as 2044 Center Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
(“Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 
Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough 
of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney and executed by the Developer,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and 
are hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with 
the Developer; and.   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 
be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 
CA-12 - Accepting Boswell McClave’s, South Hackensack, New Jersey, 
Proposal for Construction Engineering and Inspection Services for 
Roadway Improvements to Myrtle Avenue - Fee Not to Exceed 
$19,000.00  
 



  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has been 
approved to receive State Aid Grants for the construction of 
improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough to retain the 
services of a licensed engineer to provide construction 
engineering and inspection services related to  the performance of 
improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged  
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formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Boswell 
McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such professional 
engineer services in accordance with its proposal, dated May 4, 
2010, attached hereto (Available in the Office of the Borough 
Clerk); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional construction 
engineering and inspection services related to the performance of 
improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for professional engineering services 
to be performed by Boswell is awarded pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified 
that sufficient funds are available to award this contract for 
professional engineering services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
professional construction engineering and inspection services 
related to the performance of improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the 
Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 



  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to provide 
professional construction engineering and inspection services 
related to the performance of improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the 
Borough, in accordance with its proposal, dated May 4, 2010, 
attached hereto (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) and 
made a part hereof, and the terms and provisions of the agreement 
by and between Boswell and the Borough for consulting engineering 
services, at a cost not-to-exceed $19,000 on the basis of time and 
materials. 
 
 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services  
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are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a copy of this resolution must be available for 
public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-13 - Requesting the New Jersey Department of Transportation to  
Install Certain Pedestrian Improvements Along a Section of New 
Jersey State Highway #5 Between Palisade Avenue and River Road 
 

  A Resolution of Support from the Governing Body  
  Supporting and Requesting the New Jersey State  
  Transportation (NJDOT) Install Certain Pedestrian  
  Improvements Along a Section of New Jersey State  
  Highway 5 Between Palisade Ave and River Road.   

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is desirous to improve 

pedestrian safety and improve quality of life for its residents; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee knows that New Jersey State 
Highway 5 is under the jurisdiction of the NJDOT; and 
 

WHEREAS, State Highway is only one of two access points from 
the Borough of Fort Lee to available mass-transit hubs along River 
Road in Edgewater; and 
 

WHEREAS, numerous residents of the Borough rely on sidewalks 
on State Highway 5 for their pedestrian access to their transit 
modes of choice; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee has great concern regarding 
the lack of an existing sidewalk or other protected means for safe 
pedestrian passage between two existing sections of sidewalk; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Fort Lee believes that an assessment 
of the existing conditions is warranted and that the Department 



evaluate and implement improvements to improve the pedestrian 
safety; and; 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough Assistant Engineer, on behalf and 
request of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, has 
prepared correspondence to the Department summarizing the 
Borough’s concerns and position with respect to this matter, 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, fully concurs that there is an existing 
pedestrian access and safe passage problem along a certain portion 
of New Jersey State Highway 5 and believes that there is a need 
that the Department of Transportation immediately undertake an 
evaluation thereof and take whatever corrective action deemed 
necessary; and; 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee, State 

of New Jersey, supports submission of a formal written request to 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation to conduct an 
assessment of the state of pedestrian access along a certain  
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section of New Jersey State Highway 5 and implement any changes 
needed to improve the safety thereof.  
 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing Payment to J. Fletcher Creamer, Hackensack, 
New Jersey, for Emergency Repairs Made Leading to the Roadway of 
the Westview Sanitary Sewer Pump Station - $37,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists to the safety and 
welfare of the public by the way of severe erosion and undermining 
of an asphalt vehicular roadway serving as the Borough’s sole 
access to the Westview Sanitary Sewer Pumping Station; and 

 
WHEREAS, the need to address this situation exists and        

said repairs to stabilize the roadway was declared an extreme 
emergency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Assistant Engineer, 
Superintendent of the Department of Public Works, and the 
Supervisor of Sewers, J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc., 101 East 
Broadway, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601 was retained on an 
emergency basis to repair said roadway, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, authorizes payment to J. Fletcher Creamer & 
Son., Inc., in the amount of $37,000.00 for the roadway 
stabilization and repair; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of 
the Borough Clerk and such funds are available under capital 
account number 04-2150-55-2924-031.               
 
 
CA-15 - Awarding Bid to AA Electrical Contractors and Design Inc.,  
Freehold, New Jersey, for a Replacement Generator for the 
Ambulance Corps – $59,900.00 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
   BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE 
   PROVISION AND INSTALLATION OF A REPLACEMENT 
   GENERATOR FOR THE BOROUGH’S AMBULANCE CORPS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough determined 
that Ambulance Corps required a replacement generator for its 



operations, including the removal and disposal off the existing 
generator, the installation of a concrete pad, and installation of 
new generator at the Ambulance Corps Building on Main Street and 
Anderson Avenue in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision and installation of a replacement 
generator for the Ambulance Corps Building; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 14, 2010, four bids were received in 
response to the Borough’s bid specifications and public 
solicitation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s review of the bid from the ostensible 
low bidder, TSUJ Corp. revealed that, among other things, it 
submitted a consent of surety from a surety company that did not 
have a rating of at least “A” from a nationally recognized rating 
agency and was not listed on Treasury Circular 570, contrary to 
the requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
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 WHEREAS, the failure to submit a consent of surety from a 
surety company meeting the minimum qualifications set forth in the 
Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non-
complying and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a consent of surety in compliance 
with the requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and 
non-waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without 
any possibility of being cured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by the ostensible second low bidder AA Electrical Contractors and 
Design, Inc., Freehold, NJ, is in compliance with the requirements 
of the bid specifications and that AA Electrical Contractors and 
Design, Inc. constitutes the lowest responsible and complying 
bidder for the provision and installation of a replacement 
generator for the Ambulance Corps Building; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has reviewed 
the Borough’s available funds and has determined that sufficient 
funds are available to award a contract for the provision and 
installation of a replacement generator for the Ambulance Corps 
Building; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for the continued operations of the 
Borough’s Ambulance Corps in performing vital municipal services 
and the citizens of the Borough,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that AA Electrical Contractors and 
Design, Inc., 12 Five Points Road, Freehold, New Jersey 07728, is 
hereby determined to be the lowest responsible and complying 
bidder and is awarded the contract for the provision and 
installation of a replacement generator for the Ambulance Corps 
Building in the amount of $59,900.00 in accordance with the 
applicable bid documents and specifications; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with AA Electrical Contractors 
and Design, Inc. for the provision and installation of a 
replacement generator for the Ambulance Corps Building; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 



certified that funds are available for the provision and 
installation of a replacement generator for the Ambulance Corps 
Building; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the remaining 
bidders be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately.  
 
 
CA-16 - Awarding Bid to Vanore Electric, Inc., Teterboro, New  
Jersey for a Generator for the Regency for the Borough’s Radio 
Communications Project - $191,728.00 
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  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION AND 
  INSTALLATION OF A STAND-BY GENERATOR FOR THE BOROUGH’S 
  WIRELESS PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 

Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) 
determined that improvements were necessary to its public safety 
radio communications system and authorized the award of a contract 
for the evaluation of the existing radio communication system, and 
to provide a report outlining findings and recommendations; and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution and in 

accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the provision of a 
wireless public safety radio communications network for the 
protection of the Borough’s emergency response personnel in 
performing vital municipal services and the citizens of the 
Borough and awarded a contract to M/A-COM, Inc.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as part of the upgrade to the wireless public 
safety radio communications system, it is necessary to contract 
for the purchase and installation of a stand-by generator at the 
one of the sites in the Borough where the wireless communications 
system facilities will be located in order to ensure it 
uninterrupted operation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, in accordance with the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough 
solicited bids for the provision and installation of a stand-by 
generator; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  based upon a review of the bids received in 
response to the public procurement, it was determined that each 
bid failed to comply in material respects with the requirements of 
the bid specifications for the equipment and services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough determined that it was necessary to 
revise the bid specifications to clarify the requirements for the 
installation of gas piping and the need for the designation of a 
master plumber to comply with the technical specifications for the 
work; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution, the Borough concluded that 
all bids for the purchase and installation of a stand-by generator 
should be rejected, pursuant to and in accordance with the 



provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2, and directed that the Borough 
substantially revise the bid specifications for the services to 
clarify the requirements for the installation of gas piping and 
the need for the designation of a master plumber to comply with 
the technical specifications for the work; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 14, 2010, three bids were received in 
response to the Borough’s revised bid specifications and public 
solicitation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s review of the bid from the ostensible 
low bidder, TSUJ Corp. revealed that, among other things, it 
submitted a consent of surety from a surety company that did not 
have a rating of at least “A” from a nationally recognized rating 
agency and was not listed on Treasury Circular 570, contrary to 
the requirements of the Bid Specifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to submit a consent of surety from a 
surety company meeting the minimum qualifications set forth in the 
Bid Specifications warrants a rejection of the bid as non- 
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complying and non-responsive under the Local Public Contracts Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and   
 
 WHEREAS, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2, provides that a 
contractor’s failure to provide a consent of surety in compliance 
with the requirements of the Bid Specifications is a material and 
non-waivable defect, rendering the bid to be unresponsive without 
any possibility of being cured; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by the ostensible second low bidder Vanore Electric, Inc., 
Teterboro, NJ, is in compliance with the requirements of the bid 
specifications and that Vanore Electric, Inc. constitutes the 
lowest responsible and complying bidder for the provision and 
installation of a stand-by generator; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has reviewed 
the Borough’s available funds and has determined that sufficient 
funds are available to award a contract for the provision and 
installation of a stand-by generator; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary as part of the Borough’s wireless public 
safety radio communications system for the protection of the 
Borough’s emergency response personnel in performing vital 
municipal services and the citizens of the Borough, and for its 
efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Vanore Electric, Inc., 375 North 
Street, Unit Q, Teterboro, New Jersey 07608, is hereby determined 
to be the lowest responsible and complying bidder and is awarded 
the contract for the provision and installation of a stand-by 
generator in the amount of $191,728.00 in accordance with the 
applicable bid documents and specifications; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and Borough Clerk 
are hereby authorized to execute a contract with Vanore Electric, 
Inc. for the provision and installation of a stand-by generator; 
and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision and 
installation of a stand-by generator under capital account #04-
2150-55-2709-021; and  
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the remaining 
bidders be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office.  
 
 
CA-17 - Authorizing an Increase to the Borough’s Public Bidding  
Threshold from $17,500 to $29,000  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN THE BID THRESHOLD 

 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law provides that 
contracts may be awarded without public bidding if the contract in 
the aggregate does not exceed $17,500 annually; and 
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WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law further provides that 
a governing body may increase that threshold to $29,000 where a 
qualified purchasing agent (Maureen Holtje) has been appointed and 
the governing body adopts a resolution authorizing the increase in 
the bid threshold; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough have determined 
that, because the Borough contracts a qualified purchasing agent 
(Maureen Holtje), it is necessary for the efficient operation of 
the Borough to authorize an increase in the bid threshold, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that the Borough’s purchasing agent (Maureen Holtje) is 
authorized, consistent with the Local Public Contracts Law, to 
award contracts without public bidding in those circumstances 
where the contract in the aggregate does not exceed $29,000 
annually. 
 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, questioned CA-8, CA-11, CA-
13, CA-16 and CA-17 and offered her congratulations to the listed 
retirees on tonight’s agenda. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich and Ms. Thomas responded to CA-8.  Mr. Sohmer 
spoke to CA-11.  Messrs. Goldberg and Sokolich replied to CA-13.  
Mayor Sokolich and Ms. Thomas responded to both CA-16 and CA-17. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-17) was 
approved unanimously. 
 

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT 
 
A-1 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Neil Grant, Borough Clerk, as his 
representative to the Bergen County Community Development Regional 
Committee. 
 
 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 
 
A-2 – Bergen County Community Development Regional Committee 



 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee has entered into a three 
year cooperative agreement with the County of Bergen as provided 
under the Interlocal Services Act NJSA 40A:8-1 et seq. and Title I  
of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal  
representative be appointed to the governing body of the community 
to be part of the Community Development Regional Committee for the 
term of one year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2010 
through June 30, 2011, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
appoints James Viola its representative to participate on the 
Community Development Regional Committee. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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A-3 – Bergen County Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement 
and Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
Kasofsky seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Fort Lee has entered into a Cooperative Agreement 
with the County of Bergen as provided under the Interlocal 
Services Act NJSA 40A:8A-1 et seq. to participate in the Bergen 
County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation 
Trust Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal 
representative be appointed by the governing body of the community 
to be part of the Open Space Trust Municipal Park Improvement and 
Land Acquisition Program Regional Committee for the term of one 
year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1, 2010 through June 30, 
2011, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body 
hereby appoints Neil Grant, Municipal Clerk, as its representative 
to participate on the Open Space Trust Municipal Program Regional 
Committee. 
 
     The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – stated that he wished all the police retirees 
the best of luck.  He specifically spoke to Captain Ferraro who is 
also the Borough’s Emergency Management Coordinator.  Over the 
last few years he has kept the Mayor and Council advised on any 
emergency that has arisen.  He’s done a very good job and he 
extended his best wishes to him upon his retirement. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – also congratulated all of the police retirees. 
 
 He mentioned that today’s trip to Hanger 17 was a very 
sobering experience.  The Borough plans to put up a 9/11 Memorial 
which he hopes will be ready by September 11th of this year. 
 
 He announced that “The Fabulous Greaseband” will be playing 
music from the 1950’s, 1960’s 1970’s and 1980’s on Wednesday, July 



14th at the Jack Alter Community Center at 7:30 p.m. as part of 
the Borough’s summer music and movie series. 
 
 He stated there will be a historic jitney tour of Fort Lee on 
Sunday, June 27th.  The Fort Lee Film Commission is running the 
guided tour which will commence at the Jack Alter Community Center 
at 11:00 a.m. Tour buses will continue to run through 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – also congratulated the police retirees as 
well as Steve Richter.  
 
 He sent his best wishes to Fran Weissman who is recovering 
from recent back surgery and is expected to be back at work in 
mid-July.  
 
 He said that technically all the pieces in Hanger 17 are 
under quarantine.  Every piece released has to be done through a 
judge.  He’s hopeful to have the Borough’s 9/11 Memorial ready by 
this September 11th, but the process could take longer because of  
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the legality to procure the pieces.  
 
 He announced the following for the “Movie and Music Under the 
Stars” series: 
 
 July 3rd - Barbershop music by the “Wooster St. Trolley Band” 
               and the movie, “1776” 
 
     July 10th - Rhythm and blues by the “Rhythm Doctors” and the  
                movie, 25th anniversary of “Pee-wee’s Big  
                Adventure” 
 
     July 17th - Soul sounds by “Soul be It” and the movie, “North  
                By Northwest” 
 
 The music begins at 7:00 p.m. followed by the movies. 
  
 He further announced the following “Shakespeare in the Park” 
programs for 2010. All the performances will be held at Monument 
Park on Palisade Avenue beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 June 22nd - King Lear 
 July 13th - Much Ado About Nothing 
     August 3rd - The Tempest 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – added that in discussing the piece the Borough 
chose for its 9/11 Memorial, the Borough is trying to maintain a 
co-existence of the remembrance of this dreadful, horrific 
experience and also that the country has risen through the ashes 
and will continue to exceed. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – added that personal pictures could be taken 
of some of the items at Hanger 17 but everyone had to sign a 
waiver precluding them from posting the pictures on any website or 
posting them in any public building. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – wished all the retirees the best of luck in 
the future. 
 
 He stated that tomorrow night at the Jack Alter Community 
Center “The Battle of the Bands” will take place beginning at 7:00 
p.m. 



 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – announced that The United Homeowners will 
be holding a program on Redevelopment Area 5, on Tuesday, June 
22nd at 7:30 p.m. in the ground floor meeting room of the Fort Lee 
Public Library. Mayor Sokolich will be the keynote speaker at the 
event.  Refreshments will be served. 
 
 She stated that the library made over $3,000 at their 
recently conducted book sale. 
 
 She wished William Camal, Events Coordinator for the library, 
the best of luck on his retirement. 
 
 She announced that library will be holding an opera gala this 
Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 
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 She spoke to a schematic she saw today in a conference room 
at Hanger 17 which was of the World Trade Center where the planes 
hits the towers.  The Borough will be able to match its piece of 
steel for its Memorial to where it actually was before the towers 
were destroyed. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – added that the piece of steel number is N099 and 
it was directly impacted by one of the two planes that crashed 
into the towers. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – offered his best wishes to the retirees and 
praised them for there many years of quality service to the 
Borough and to the people of Fort Lee. 
 
 He stated that this Saturday at Veteran’s Square at 11:00 
a.m. there will be a dedication of another monument to add to the 
building.  There will also be music and refreshments.  
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – extended his gratefulness to all of the retirees 
listed tonight.  He stated that all of the retiring police 
officers had many years of experience and they set a great example 
for all of the younger officers and that they will be sorely 
missed. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Kevin Conradt         .Landlord Tenant Dispute 
Catherine Conradt 
1233 16th St. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:35 p.m.  
 
 
 
       ________________________                 



                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                                 Thursday, May 13, 2010 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, 
                Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Pohan 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 
JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  
Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 
same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to 
cover the cost of providing notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich reminded everyone that the 2nd Annual 5K 
Run/Walk and Health Fair in support of the Diabetes Foundation 
will be held this Sunday morning at the Jack Alter Community 
Center.  The Borough co-sponsors this event with the Borough of 
Cliffside Park.  Check-in begins at 8:00 a.m.  There will be an 
opening ceremony at 9:45 a.m. with the race commencing at 10:00 



a.m.  The walk will begin at 10:15 a.m. and the kid’s fun run 
begins at 10:30 a.m.  He stated that this is the type of event 
that fosters community spirit.  Immediately following the 5K run 
there will be a charity softball game to be held at the Fort Lee 
American League Field in Whitey Lang Park.  For further 
information check the Borough’s website at www.fortleenj.org.  A 
lot of people spent a lot of time volunteering to make sure the 
event is going to be a success.  He’s hopeful that everyone will 
come out and participate for this worthy cause.  
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

PR-1 – VFW Post #2345 Buddy Poppies 
 

 WHEREAS, the distribution of Buddy Poppies by the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United States has been officially 
recognized and endorsed by governmental leaders since 1922; and 
 
     WHEREAS, V.F.W. Buddy Poppies are assembled by disabled 
veterans, and the proceeds of this worthy fund-raising campaign  
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are used exclusively for the benefit of disabled and needy 
veterans, and the widows and orphans of deceased veterans; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the basic purpose of the annual sale of Buddy 
Poppies by the Veterans of Foreign Wars is eloquently reflected in 
the desire to “Honor the Dead by Helping the Living”; therefore 
 
     I, Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor of the Borough of Fort Lee, do 
hereby urge the citizens of this community to recognize the merits 
for this cause by contributing generously to its support through 
your donations for Buddy Poppies on the day set aside for the 
distribution of these symbols of appreciation for the sacrifices 
of our honored dead. 
 
     I urge all patriotic citizens to wear a Buddy Poppy as mute 
evidence of our gratitude to the men and women of this country who 
have risked their lives in defense of the freedoms which we 
continue to enjoy as American citizens. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 11, 
2010 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Cervieri 
abstaining.   
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 8, 2010 
Executive Session were approved. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 15, 
2010 Regular Meeting were approved with Councilman Cervieri 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the April 22, 
2010 Executive Session were approved.  
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the May 6, 2010 
Executive Session were approved.   
 



 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 1, 
2009 Special Meeting were approved with Councilman Cervieri 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 3, 
2009 Special Meeting were approved with Councilman Cervieri 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 7, 
2009 Special Meeting were approved with Council Members Sargenti  
and Cervieri abstaining. 
 

On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 8, 
2009 Special Meeting were approved with Council Members Sargenti 
and Cervieri abstaining. 
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 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 28, 
2009 Special Meeting were approved with Council Members Sargenti 
and Cervieri abstaining. 
 
  

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2010-13 - Amending Chapter 261, Land Use Procedures,  
Article VII, Affordable Housing Development Fees 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried, Ord. #2010-13 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 261, LAND USE PROCEDURES, ARTICLE VII, AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEE OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” 
was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June 10, 
2010. 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-14 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 16, Vehicles 
and Traffic – Parking Spaces to be Not Less Than Twelve (12) Feet  
  
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried, Ord. #2010-14 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE II PARKING, 
SECTION 16 PARKING SPACES TO BE NOT LESS THAN 12 FEET OF THE CODE 
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for June 10, 
2010. 
 

 
PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-28. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 



 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 

which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $16,439,571.12 
Capital                                           38,589.25 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,975.00 
Trip Admissions                                         n/a 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         40,389.89 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
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Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                                n/a 
Redemption Account                                77,061.96 
School Resource Account                               54.00 
Dedicated Penalties                                4,085.00 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                      450.00 
Police Justice                                    30,230.58 
 
Total:                                       $16,632,406.80 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #1006 for the Fort Lee Athletic 
Booster Club (Casino Night) 
 

WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Athletic Booster Club, P.O. Box 3354, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application for June 
9, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #1006, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-3 - Approving Raffle License #1007 for the Saint Rocco American 
Mutual Aid Society (Games of Chance) 
 

WHEREAS, Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society, 
110 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle  
application for August 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #1007, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 



 
CA-4 - Approving Raffle License #1008 for the Saint Rocco American 
Mutual Aid Society (50-50) 
 

WHEREAS, Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society, 
110 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle  
application for August 8, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that their license 
application is complete in all respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body  
hereby approves raffle application #1008, pending final approval 
from the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-5 - Approving Raffle License #1009 for the Hackensack  
University Medical Center (50-50) 
 

WHEREAS, Hackensack University Medical Center, 30 Prospect  
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Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle  
application for August 22, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all 
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #1009, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-6 - Adopting the Memorandum of Agreement Between the Borough  
and the United Service Worker’s Union – Blue Collar, White Collar 
and Department Heads Negotiation Units 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN  
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND THE UNITED SERVICE WORKER’S  

     UNION – BLUE COLLAR, WHITE COLLAR AND DEPARTMENT HEADS  
     COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATION UNITS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and the United Service Worker’s Union 
(“USW”) (the exclusive representative of the Blue Collar, White 
Collar and Department Heads Collective Negotiations Units in the 
Borough) were parties to a collective negotiations agreement 
(“CNA”) that expired on December 31, 2009; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and the USW have been engaged in good 
faith collective negotiations for the purpose of reaching an 
agreement on the terms and conditions of employment for a 
successor CNA; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough and the USW have reached an agreement on 
modifying and creating new terms and conditions of employment for 
the parties, subject to approval by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the negotiating committees for the Borough and the 
USW unanimously agree to recommend ratification and approval;  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee as follows:  
 



The Borough of Fort Lee hereby adopts the Memorandum of Agreement 
and any exhibits attached thereto.  All relevant documents are 
attached to this Resolution. 
 
The Term of the Agreement shall be for a period of three (3) years 
from January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2012. 
 
This Resolution shall take effect immediately after final adoption 
and publication as required by law. 
 
 
CA-7 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Cathy Blue, Senior Clerk 
Typist for the Tax Collector’s Office – Effective May 1st 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated April 27, 2010, 
submitted by Catherine Blue, of the Tax Collector’s Office, is 
hereby accepted; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mrs. Blue’s effective date of 
retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be retroactive to May 
1, 2010. 
 
 
CA-8 - Accepting Retirement Notice From James Scala, Road  
Superintendent for the DPW – Effective July 1st 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated April 27, 2010, 
submitted by James Scala, of the Department of Public Works, is 
hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Scala’s effective date of 
retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be July 1, 2010.    
 
 
CA-9 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Judy Surace, Principal  
Clerk Stenographer/Control Person for the Building Department  
- Effective May 1st 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated April 30, 2010 
submitted by Judy Surace, of the Building Department, is hereby 
accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mrs. Surace’s effective date of 
retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be retroactive to May 
1, 2010. 
 
 
CA-10 - Authorizing Hiring of Peter Candela as a Part-Time 
Employee for the Parks Department – $10.00 Hourly 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that Peter Candela be hired as a part-time worker, 
replacing a former part-time employee of the Parks Department; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Candela will work no more 
than sixteen (16) hours per week, at an hourly rate of $10.00, 
with an effective date of May 13, 2010.   
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing Hiring of Five (5) Clean Communities Employees 



- $9.25 to $10.00 Hourly 
 

WHEREAS, spring/summer seasonal positions exist within 
various departments, and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that the positions should be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired 
as spring/summer help, at the hourly rates of compensation listed 
below: 
 
Name        Department      Hourly   
                                        Rate                
 
Jayson Colon        Clean Communities   $10.00       
Pat Cillo           Clean Communities   $9.50 
Nicholas Cima       Clean Communities   $9.50 
Eric Salgado, Jr.   Clean Communities   $9.25       
Derek Burke         Clean Communities   $8.50 
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CA-12 - Authorizing Purchasing Consultant to Prepare 
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for Collection Services for 
Third Party Billing  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids:   
 
     . Collection Services for Third Party Billing 
         
  
CA-13 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Advertise for 
Bids and/or Purchase Through State Contract for an ESU Medium- 
Duty Utility Truck and Three (3) Ford Expeditions XLT, 4X4 SUV’s 
for the Police Department  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids or purchase through State contract for:  
 
     . ESU Medium-Duty Utility Truck for the Police Department 
 
     . Three (3) Ford Expeditions XLT, 4X4 SUV’s with a Five (5) 
        Year Extended Premium Care Warranty for the Police  
        Department 
 
 
CA-14 - Authorizing Superintendent of Public Works to File a 2009 
Application for a Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant With The New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Statewide Mandatory Source 
Separation and Recycling Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1 E-99.11 et seq. has 
established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made 
to municipalities in order to encourage local source separation 
and recycling programs; and 
 
     WHEREAS, it is the intent and spirit of the New Jersey 
Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage 
grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue 
and expand existing programs; and 
 



     WHEREAS, the Recycling Act imposes on municipalities certain 
requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, 
including, but not limited to making and keeping accurate, 
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the  
municipality; and 
 
     WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply 
for such tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of this 
municipality to recycling and indicate the assent of the Borough 
of Fort Lee to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the 
requirements contained in the Recycling Act; and 
 
     WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual 
authorized to ensure that the application is properly completed 
and timely filed, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee hereby endorses the submission of a 2009 
Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant Application to the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection and Energy, Office of  
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Recycling and Planning and designates Anthony Lione, 
Superintendent of Public Works, to ensure that the said 
application is properly filed. 
 
 
CA-15 - Affirming the Borough of Fort Lee Civil Rights Policy With 
Respect to All Officials, Appointees, Employees et al. 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AFFIRM THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE CIVIL 
RIGHTS POLICY WITH RESPECT TO ALL OFFICIALS, 
APPOINTEES, EMPLOYEES, PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYEES, 
VOLUNTEERS, INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS, AND MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC THAT COME INTO CONTACT WITH MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES, 
OFFICIALS AND VOLUNTEERS 

 
 WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Borough of Fort Lee to treat 
the public, employees, prospective employees, appointees, 
volunteers and contractors in a manner consistent with all 
applicable civil rights laws and regulations including, but not 
limited to the Federal Civil Rights Act of 1964 as subsequently 
amended, the New Jersey Law against Discrimination, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act and the Conscientious Employee Protection 
Act, and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that certain procedures need to be established to 
accomplish this policy, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ADOPTED by the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 

Section 1: No official, employee, appointee or volunteer 
of the Borough of Fort Lee by whatever title known, or any 
entity that is in any way a part of the Borough of Fort Lee 
shall engage, either directly or indirectly in any act 
including the failure to act that constitutes discrimination, 
harassment or a violation of any person’s constitutional 
rights while such official, employee, appointee volunteer, or 
entity is engaged in or acting on behalf of the Borough of 
Fort Lee’s business or using the facilities or property of 
the Borough of Fort Lee. 

 
Section 2: The prohibitions and requirements of this 
resolution shall extend to any person or entity, including, 
but not limited to any volunteer organization or inter-local 
organization, whether structured as a governmental entity or 



a private entity, that receives authorization or support in 
any way from the Borough of Fort Lee to provide services that 
otherwise could be performed by the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
Section 3: Discrimination, harassment and civil rights 
shall be defined for purposes of this resolution using the 
latest definitions contained in the applicable Federal and 
State laws concerning discrimination, harassment and civil 
rights.   
 
Section 4: The Borough Administrator shall establish 
written procedures for any person to report alleged 
discrimination, harassment and violations of civil rights 
prohibited by this resolution.  Such procedures shall include 
alternate ways to report a complaint so that the person 
making the complaint need not communicate with the alleged 
violator in the event the alleged violator would be the 
normal contact for such complaints. 
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Section 5: No person shall retaliate against any person 
who reports any alleged discrimination, harassment or 
violation of civil rights, provided however, that any person 
who reports alleged violations in bad faith shall be subject 
to appropriate discipline. 
 
Section 6: The Borough Administrator shall establish 
written procedures that require all officials, employees, 
appointees and volunteers of the Borough of Fort Lee, as well 
as, all other entities subject to this resolution to 
periodically complete training concerning their duties, 
responsibilities and rights pursuant to this resolution. 

 
Section 7: The Borough Administrator shall establish a 
system to monitor compliance and shall report at least 
annually to the governing body the results of the monitoring. 

 
Section 8: At least annually, the Borough Administrator 
shall cause a summary of this resolution and the procedures 
established pursuant to this resolution to be communicated 
within the Borough of Fort Lee.  This communication shall 
include a statement from the governing body expressing its 
unequivocal commitment to enforce this resolution.  This 
summary shall also be posted on the Borough of Fort Lee’s web 
site. 

 
Section 9: This resolution shall take effect immediately.   

  
Section 10: A copy of this resolution shall be published 
in the official newspaper of the Borough of Fort Lee in order 
for the public to be made aware of this policy and the 
Borough of Fort Lee’s commitment to the implementation and 
enforcement of this policy. 

 
 
CA-16 - Authorizing Adoption of the Revised Personnel Policies and  
Procedures Manual of the Borough 
 
        A RESOLUTION REGARDING ADOPTION OF THE REVISED  
        PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL OF THE  
        BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 
WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Borough of Fort Lee to treat 

current and prospective employees in a manner consistent with all 
state and federal laws and regulations including but not limited 



to Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended by the 
Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, the Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act, the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, The Family and Medical Leave Act, the Conscientious 
Employee Protection Act, (the New Jersey General’s guidelines with 
respect to Police Department personnel), the New Jersey 
Compensation Act, the Federal consolidated Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act (COBRA) and the Open Public Meetings Act;  and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that there is a need for 

personnel policies and procedures to ensure that current and 
prospective employees are treated in a manner consistent with all 
state and federal laws and regulations; and  

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary from time to time to revise the 

Manual for the purpose of improving operations or conforming to 
new regulations and/or procedures; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and the Labor Attorney 
have recently revised the Manual for the purpose described herein; 
and 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Fort Lee 
hereby adopts as its policy the revised Personnel Policies and 
Procedures Manual prepared by the Borough Administrator and Labor 
Attorney as set forth in the Personnel Policies and Procedures 
Manual Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 
CA-17 - Authorizing Agreement Between the State and the Borough 
for Traffic Control With Regard to the Route 5 Rock Slope 
Stabilization Project  
 

 A RESOLUTON AUTHORIZINGTHE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT 
      BETWEEN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
      AND MUNICIPALITY OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey intends to stabilize the rock 
face under the Rt. 5 Rock Slope Stabilization project within the 
Municipality of The Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 WHEREAS, the project proposed by the State of New Jersey 
Department of Transportation may require the limited use of 
municipal police  as Traffic Directors for work zone safety 
operations supplementing the traffic control plan established under 
the contract for construction of the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation 
has requested that the Municipality of The Borough of Fort Lee 
enter into a Police Agreement for use of Municipality officers as 
Traffic Directors, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipality Committee 
of the Municipality of The Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of 
Bergen County in the State of New Jersey, the appropriate municipal 
official(s) are hereby authorized to execute an agreement between 
the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation and the 
Municipality of The Borough of Fort Lee to provide Police Officers 
as Traffic Directors. 
 
 The costs incurred by the Municipality of The Borough of Fort 
Lee for the use of its officers in connection with the State 
construction project shall be paid directly to the Municipality of 



The Borough of Fort lee by the State of New Jersey Department of 
Transportation pursuant to the agreement attached hereto. 
 
 The Municipality of The Borough of Fort Lee authorizes Peggy 
Thomas, Borough Administrator and/or Mayor Mark J. Sokolich and/or 
Sergeant Scott Bendul of the Fort Lee Police Department to sign and 
execute the Statement of Cost. 
 
 In addition, the Municipality of The Borough of Fort Lee 
authorizes Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator and/or Mayor Mark J. 
Sokolich and/or Sergeant Scott Bendul of the Fort Lee Police 
Department to submit and execute State Payment Vouchers, PV-C, on 
behalf of agreement signatory. 
 
CA-18 - Authorizing the Tax Collector to Prepare and Mail Out 
Estimated Tax Bills for the Third Quarter  
 
        A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE TAX      
        COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN               
        ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994 C. 72 
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     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee had a public hearing 
regarding its scheduled budget adoption on April 22, 2010 and the 
Bergen County Board of Taxation maybe unable to certify Fort Lee’s 
tax rate at this time and the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector 
may be unable to mail the Borough’s 2010 tax bills on a timely 
basis; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee Tax Collector/Fort Lee Chief 
Financial Officer has computed an estimated tax levy in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and he has signed a certification showing 
the tax levies for the previous year, the tax rates and the range 
of permitted estimated tax levies, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 
on this the 13th day of May, 2010 as follows: 
 
     1.  The Fort Lee Tax Collector is hereby authorized and 
directed to prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough 
of Fort Lee for the Third Installment of 2010 taxes.  The Tax 
Collector shall take such actions as are permitted and required by 
P.L. 1994, c. 72 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3) 
  
     2.  The entire estimated tax levy for 2010 is hereby set at 
$119,404,255.00. 
 
     3.  In accordance with the law the Third Installment of 2010  
taxes shall not be subject to interest until the later of August  
10th or the twenty-fifth day after the date the estimated tax 
bills were mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice 
specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue. 
 
 
CA-19 - Awarding Contract to Robert McNerney of McNerney &  
Associates, Inc., Glen Rock, New Jersey, to Prepare an Appraisal 
for Property Located at 2160 Lemoine Avenue – $7,500.00  
 

WHEREAS, Parene Realty, the owner of premises located at 2160 
Lemoine Avenue, also known as Block 6151 Lot 6, has filed 
challenges to the 2009 and 2010 real property tax assessment, in 
the amount of $12,720,400; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough to prepare a Tax 
Court appraisal with respect to the matter, 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the firm of McNerney & Associates, 
Inc., is hereby retained in order to prepare an appraisal in 
connection with the matter entitled Parene Realty vs. Fort Lee, 
respecting the premises located at 2160 Lemoine Avenue, also known 
as Block 6151 Lot 6; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of such appraisal, as per 
the McNerney proposal dated April 16, 2010, is in the amount of 
$7,500.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this contract is one 
for professional services, for which no public bidding is required; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Chief Financial 
Officer has certified the existence of funding for this purpose;  
 
and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall maintain a 
copy of this Resolution and the Agreement with McNerney & 
Associates, Inc., for public inspection. 
 
 
CA-20 - Awarding Contract to Robert McNerney of McNerney &  
Associates, Inc., Glen Rock, New Jersey to Prepare an Appraisal 
for Property Located at 3 Executive Drive – $9,500.00 
 

WHEREAS, CCA Crest at Fort Lee, the owner of premises located 
at 3 Executive Drive, also known as Block 6451 Lot 6, has filed 
challenges to the 2009 and 2010 real property tax assessment, in 
the amount of $83,825,300; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough to prepare a Tax 
Court appraisal with respect to the matter, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the firm of McNerney & Associates, 
Inc., is hereby retained in order to prepare an appraisal in 
connection with the matter entitled CCA Crest at Fort Lee vs. Fort 
Lee, respecting the premises located at 3 Executive Drive, also 
known as Block 6451 Lot 6; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of such appraisal, as per 
the McNerney proposal dated April 20, 2010, is in the amount of 
$9,500.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this contract is one 
for professional services, for which no public bidding is required; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough’s Chief Financial 
Officer has certified the existence of funding for this purpose; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall maintain a 
copy of this Resolution and the Agreement with McNerney & 
Associates, Inc., for public inspection. 
 
 
CA-21 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Song Won Suh, at 100 Old Palisade Road, Block 3352, Lot 3, Unit 
2710 vs. Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Year 2009                  
 



WHEREAS, Song Won Suh, is the owner and taxpayer of property 
located at 100 Old Palisade Road, Apartment 2710, also know as 
Block 3352, Lot 3, CC2710; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal for 2009 
against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Song Won Suh 
vs. Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in the Tax 
Court under Docket Number 009173-2009; and 
 
     WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 
Borough, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough, that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Song Won 
Suh vs Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket Number 009173-2009, so 
that the assessment for tax year 2009 will be reduced from $776,000  
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to $730,000; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-22 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Peter Magnone, at 49 Bluff Road, Block 76, Lot 9, vs. Borough of 
Fort Lee for Tax Year 2009  
 

WHEREAS, Peter Magnone, is the owner and taxpayer of property 
located at 49 Bluff Road, also know as Block 76, Lot 9;  and 
 
     WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal for 2009 
against the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Magnone vs. 
Borough of Fort Lee, which is presently pending in the Tax Court 
under Docket Number 007118-2009; and 
 
     WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 
Borough, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough, that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Magnone 
vs Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket Number 007178-2009, so that 
the assessment for tax year 2009 will be reduced from $1,548,800 to 
$1,250,000; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-23 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Endie Balazs and Janet Denlinger, at 1042 Arcadian Way, Block 756, 
Lot 2 vs. Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Year 2009                  
 

WHEREAS, Endie Balazs and Janet Denlinger, are the owners and 
taxpayers of  property located at 1042 Arcadian Way, also know as 
Block 756, Lot 2;  and 



 
     WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeal for 2009 against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Balazs vs. Borough of Fort 
Lee, which is presently pending in the Tax Court under Docket 
Number 006341-2009; and 
 
     WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 
Borough, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough, that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Balazs 
vs Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket Number 006341-2009, so that 
the assessment for tax year 2009 will be reduced from $1,380,000 to 
$1,240,000; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-24 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Wayne Roberts, at 1084 Briar Way, Block 951, Lot 11, vs. Borough 
of Fort Lee for Tax Year 2009  
 

WHEREAS, Wayne Roberts is the owner and taxpayer of property 
located at 1084 Briar Way, also know as Block 951, Lot 11; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed a tax appeal for 2009 against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Roberts vs. Borough of 
Fort Lee, which is presently pending in the Tax Court under Docket 
Number 005424-2009; and 
 
     WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 
Borough, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough, that the tax appeal attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Roberts 
vs Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket Number 005424-2009, so that 
the assessment for tax year 2009 will be reduced from $1,701,500 to 
$1,550,000; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 
CA-25 - Approving Limousine Owner’s License to Gabriel Craus to  
Establish and Operate Cobra Cars Inc. at One Bridge Plaza North 
 

 WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Gabriel Craus   
d/b/a Cobra Cars Inc., One Bridge Plaza North, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
for a license to operate a limousine business in the Borough of 
Fort Lee; and 
 



 WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only twelve (12) such 
companies can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently 
there are eleven (11) limousine businesses operating; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has been reviewed and approved by the 
Fort Lee Police Department and the building location has been 
approved by both the Building Department and the Fire Prevention 
Bureau for an office at One Bridge Plaza North, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that upon payment of the applicable license 
fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue 
a limousine business owner's license to Cobra Cars Inc., for the 
operation of a limousine service from One Bridge Plaza North to 
include parking of vehicle(s) at the same address.  
 
 
CA-26 – Authorizing Acceptance and Execution of a Bergen County  
Community Development Block Grant for Street and Road Improvements 
on 12th Street and Stillwell Avenue to 8th Street for 2009-2010 – 
$100,000  
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of 
Bergen for the purpose of using $100,000 in 2009-2010 Community 
Development Block Grant funds for the Stillwell  
Avenue, 8th to 12th Street roadway and sidewalk improvements in the 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor, to be a signatory for the 
aforesaid grant agreement; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby 
authorizes Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer, to sign all 
County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid 
project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes 
that the Borough of Fort Lee is liable for any funds not spent in 
accordance with the Grant Agreement; and that liability of the 
Mayor and Council is in accordance with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development requirements. 
 
 
CA-27 - Awarding Contract to Virtual Town Pages LLC, Fort Lee, New  
Jersey, for a New Updated Municipal Web Site for the Borough - 
$9,499.00 Plus $499.00 Monthly for Maintenance 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
  OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO VIRTUAL TOWN PAGES  
  FOR WEBSITE DESIGN, MAINTENANCE AND TECHNICAL  
  CONSULTING SERVICES 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 

(“Borough”) wish to award a contract for the provision of website 
design, maintenance and technical consulting services; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received 
quotations for the provision of website design, maintenance and 
technical consulting services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for 



bids and bidding therefore, the purchase of any goods or services 
whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold, provided that 
the contracting unit obtains at least two competitive quotations; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, Virtual Town Pages, LLC (“Virtual”) has submitted a 
proposal, dated May 11, 2010, outlining the website design, 
maintenance and technical consulting services to be performed for 
the Borough at a cost of $9,499.00, and monthly updates and 
maintenance to be billed at the rate of $499.00 per month; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the services for website design, maintenance and 
technical consulting will be performed by Virtual at a cost that 
is below the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit 
Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the 
contract is exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local 
Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the provision of website design, maintenance and 
technical consulting services; and 
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 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for the provision of 
website design, maintenance and technical consulting services is 
in the best interests of the Borough; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations, 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
 1. That Virtual Town Pages, 2337 Lemoine Avenue, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey, shall be and is hereby appointed to provide website 
design, maintenance and technical consulting services computer 
maintenance and technical consulting services for a period of one 
year in accordance with its proposal, dated May 11, 2010, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and contingent 
upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance 
satisfactory to the Borough. 
 
 2. That this contract is awarded without competitive 
bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, 
specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the goods 
or services does not exceed the bidding threshold, and the Borough 
has obtained at least two competitive quotations for the goods or 
services. 
 
 3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and Virtual, providing for 
total compensation for the provision of website design, 
maintenance and technical consulting services to the Borough in 
the amount of $9,499.00 and monthly updates and maintenance to be 
billed at the rate of $499.00 per month, and further memorializing 
the scope of work and such other terms and conditions as may be 
necessary. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the project; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available for public inspection in the Borough 
Clerk’s office; and 



 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 

the award of the contract in a newspaper as required by law. 
 
 
CA-28 - Authorizing Hiring of Brian Ribarro as the Construction  
Code Official/Zoning Officer - $120,500.00 Annually 
 
 WHEREAS, a vacancy has occurred in the position of 
Construction Code Official/Zoning Officer with the Building 
Department, due to the recent retirement of its predecessor, and 
the Mayor and Council have determined that the vacancy must be 
filled,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Brian Ribarro be appointed to the 
position of Construction Code Official/Zoning Officer with the 
Fort Lee Building Department; and  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the hiring of Brian Ribarro to serve as 
the Construction Code Official/Zoning Officer shall be effective 
June 1, 2010, at an annual salary of $120,500.00 in accordance 
with the Department Head Agreement.  
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 Nina Levinson, 1560 West, wished the retirees good luck.  She 
had questions pertaining to CA-6, CA-17, CA-18, CA-21 – CA-24 and 
CA-26. 
 
 Messrs. Cohen and Sokolich responded to CA-6.  Mayor Sokolich 
replied to CA-17.  Messrs. Cervieri and Goldberg and Ms. Thomas 
replied to CA-18.  Ms. Thomas spoke to the tax appeal litigation 
settlement figures with regard to CA-21, CA-22, CA-23, CA-24 and 
R-1 and Ms. Thomas replied to CA-26. 
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-28) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-1 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
Gigs, Inc., at 2139 Hudson Terrace, Block 6154, Lot 4, vs. Borough 
of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2008 and 2009 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Gigs, LLC is the owner of certain premises located 
at 2139 Hudson Terrace, also known as Block 6154, Lot 4; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeals for 2008, 
2009 and 2010 against the Borough of Fort Lee in matters entitled  
Gigs, Inc. vs. Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this time, and 
that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled Gigs, 
Inc., vs. Borough of Fort Lee, so that the assessments for the 



2008 and 2009 will be reduced from $1,200,700 to $1,000,000 and 
that the taxpayer will withdraw its appeal for 2010; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSTENTION: Councilman Cervieri 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Sohmer – offered his congratulations listed on 
tonight’s consent agenda.   
 
 He reminded everyone to attend Sunday’s 5K run which will be 
followed by the Health Fair where people can be checked for 
potential diabetes. 
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Councilman Goldberg – also congratulated the retirees and added 
that they will be missed. 
 
 He stated that the Borough’s annual “Music and Movies Under 
The Stars” series will commence on Saturday, July 3rd and will 
continue through Saturday September 4th.  For further information 
about each event contact the Director of Cultural and Heritage 
Affairs office at 201-592-3663 or at its website at 
fortleefilm.org. 
 
 He stated that resident Juliet Bergman has spoken to the Port 
Authority and has arranged a scheduled meeting at Hanger 17 at  
JFK Airport.  Hanger 17 is where all the artifacts are kept from 
9/11.  Members of the Fire Department are going to visit Hanger 17 
and hopefully the Borough will be able to get some artifacts which 
will be used for the Borough’s 9/11 Memorial. 
 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – congratulated all the retirees.   
 
 He stated that he and Councilman Sohmer visited the Fire 
Department where a test was being held with various fire agencies 
on the use of a new fire blanket which ultimately will be used to 
save lives.   
 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – reminded everyone to attend this Sunday’s  
5K run.  The money being raised is for diabetes research.  She 
stated that over 18,000,000 people across the United States are 
affected by diabetes.  This does not include 6,000,000 people who 
have not been diagnosed and 57,000,000 people now diagnosed as 
pre-diabetic.  Blood pressure tests, diabetes screenings and a 
battery of other health screenings will be offered this Sunday. 
 
 She stated that this year she and Councilman Sohmer have 
interviewed six or seven website designers.  She’s pleased that 
the Borough has finally awarded a contract to update its website. 
As part of the update there will be a citizen’s notification page 
which the Mayor has been asking for some quite some time.  As soon 



the updated website is completed in the next few months the 
residents will be able to access more current information then 
ever before.  
 
 She announced that the Fort Lee High School Honors Chorus 
under the direction of Harry Welte will be putting on a concert on 
Thursday, May 20th at the Jack Alter Community Center at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that Route 5 construction project 
will be starting on Monday, June 14th and will be ongoing through 
Saturday, October 25th.  Traffic at the southern end of the 
Borough will be affected by the construction.   
 
 He stated that the annual Madonna Carnival is currently 
underway and will run through this Sunday.  He urged everyone to 
come out and support the carnival. 
 
 He offered his congratulations to the retirees and expects 
that the employees in the departments affected will continue to 
serve the residents well. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker     Subject       Response 
 
Paul Jampolsky        .Budget and Salaries          Mayor Sokolich 
555 North Avenue        of Borough Employees        Mr. Goldberg 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:35 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                               Thursday, April 15, 2010 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
                    Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 
    Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 
JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  
Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 
same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to 
cover the cost of providing notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Mayor Sokolich gave the follow brief Mayor’s report as 
follows:  

 
“We have a busy agenda this evening.  I know that, obviously, 

the major issue that we have before us this evening is the 
designation of the recommendation to select a conditional 
redeveloper for Redevelopment Area #5. But just, very briefly, 
this evening -- or this afternoon I had a very interesting lunch.  
I was asked to have lunch with Governor Christie.  I, along with 
only two or three other mayors and the governor, engaged in a two 
hour question and answer period where we shared our thoughts. 
The governor had invited representatives of various towns North, 
South and Central New Jersey to share with him the plight of 
municipalities. And it was very interesting.  We -- this body 
collectively needs to deal with and understand the rules and 
regulations and laws that are promulgated by Trenton.  It’s up to 
this body to administer them, to enforce them, to apply them. 
So, I think it’s a very, very important step that the Governor’s 
office take to make sure that there’s an open line of 
communication so that he understands that there’s a direct 
relationship between the mandates that he submits and puts into 
law by Executive Order or otherwise and what that ultimately means 
to various municipalities.  The topics of today’s lunch included 
everything from collective bargaining agreements, to revamping of 
the arbitration process, to revamping of the Council on 
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Affordable Housing and the way in which that agency implements its 
rules as well the rules themselves, to a host of other issues.  I 
will tell you what is telling. The other mayors that I was with -- 
And this is also consistent with the breakfast that I attended a 
couple of weeks ago I believe with Councilman Sohmer where there 
were fourteen or fifteen mayors at that breakfast with a regional 
representative from the governor’s office.  And at times I think 
that the problems that we place here in Fort Lee are common only 
to Fort Lee and that perhaps things that we’re doing puts us in a 
particular circumstance and that we’re alone with the issues that 
we face.  Within three minutes of that breakfast, Harvey, I 
realized that the issues that confront Fort Lee are uniform – 
 

Councilman Sohmer:  That’s right. 
 

Mayor Sokolich:  -- across the board; every one of the 
hundreds of municipalities in the State of New Jersey.  What also 
was reconfirmed in my mind that we are in much, much better shape 
than many of the municipalities that participated not only in that 
breakfast a couple weeks ago but at today’s luncheon.  So, we put 
things into effect here in Fort Lee a couple years ago knowing 
what was ahead of us.  So, our community is financially prepared 
to deal with whatever Trenton throws our way.  But I am happy to 
report that our Legislature and the Governor are focusing on what 
at least I believe to be the most important issues that need to be 
resolved in this State.  You hear about them every day.  You hear 
about the unions.  You hear about collective bargaining.  You hear 
about expenses.  And my impression was that the Governor is going 
to not let go of these issues until there are results.  I can tell 
you on behalf of our community, I’m quite pleased about that.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 18, 
2010 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carrier unanimously, the minutes of the March 22, 
2010 Special meeting were approved. 
 

Mayor Sokolich then spoke to Redevelopment Area 5 as follows: 
 

“We -- here in Fort Lee this evening is a historic moment for 
our Borough; it’s a historic moment for our community.  It is the 
conclusion of the first of many steps in the designation of a 
redeveloper for what we refer to as Redevelopment Area Number 5. 
It’s last common name known as Centuria.  The common name that 
preceded that was the Helmsley tract.  But in our minds it’s 
Redevelopment Area Number 5.  This evening you are going to hear 
this body act and recommend and hopefully adopt a Resolution which 
is going to choose a redeveloper for that particular site.   
There’s a few words, a few thanks I wanted to extend before we got 
into that selection process.  At the outset I think it’s incumbent 
on me to express to many, many folks and agencies our most sincere 
appreciation and thanks on behalf of our entire community.   
First, I’d like to thank our engaged professionals.  I’d like to 
thank Lee and our financial experts, our engineering experts and 
our planning experts, which form the core expertise if you will of  
our selection and development team.  I’d also like to extend my 
gratitude to Peggy Thomas for enduring all that we’ve made her 
endure over the last few months, which were a multitude of  
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meetings and calls and conversations at all hours of the day and 
evening. This is an issue that has consumed government over the 
last eight and a half months and it’s eight and a half months to 
the day that the responses to the RFP occurred.  Our review and 
our analysis were very diligent as a result of the participation 
of those folks. I’d like to also extend a thanks to the media; 
many of whom are here this evening. When we first started this 
process, in particular the Town Hall Meetings and the other 
meetings that we convened, we asked the -- I asked the media to 
participate and provide coverage so as to bring as much exposure 
to the process as possible, so as to provide notice to the public 
so that anyone and everyone would be able to attend and 
participate in the Town Hall Meetings.  So, we thank them for 
their publicity; we thank the media for their exposure; and we 
also are grateful, in particular, the record provided reviews of 
each respondent at the conclusion at each Town Hall Meeting, which 
provided information to the public because the theme of this 
selection process was always to provide as much information to the 
public as possible and to encourage their participation as much as 
possible.  On behalf of the entire committee I’d like to extend my 
sincere thanks to the four respondents.  As everyone knows there 
were four entities, four groups that responded to our request for 
proposal. We are grateful for the proposals that were presented.  
We’re grateful for their participation in what’s otherwise been a 
very long process; tedious at times but nonetheless indispensible 
and necessary.  We’re grateful to the respondents for their 
patience.  I know that probably without exception they all would 
have liked the decision months ago.  This was not a decision that 
anyone in government was willing to rush.  We’ve been vacant with 
this property for 40 years and another month or two or three was 
not going to be the end of the world.  We’re also grateful for the 
volumes of information that were always provided to us and, of 
course, their respective willingnesses to respond to the 
information that we requested, which for the most part was always 
responsive.  I’d also like to extend, of course, our gratitude to 
the public; their participation for the questions and answers, for 
their attendance at the Town Hall Meetings, for their involvement.  
We believe that the public’s involvement in the selection process 
was an absolute critical cog in this wheel.  We believe that 
without their participation and without their involvement this 
would not be a successful process. So, we’re grateful for their 
appearance and their attendance at the Town Hall Meetings, their 
appearance and attendance and participation in the Open Meetings 
and we’re grateful.  And I hope -- I hope that each and every 
member of the public, whether you attended those meetings or you 
didn’t, felt like you were a part of it; felt that you 
participated in it and in some small way or large way, depending 
on what your observations were, that you did contribute to this 
decision-making process.  My greatest thanks though I must extend 
-- and this is not self-serving, this is not politics, but I must 
extend a heartfelt thanks to my colleagues in government, to my 
fellow -- to the Council here that sits before you, for their 
participation in these multiple meetings, these hours of 
deliberation, Town Hall Meetings, Closed Meetings, Open Meetings, 
calls from me at 6:30 in the morning, calls from me at 11 o’clock 
at night.  We would convene meetings, have dinner, spend four or 
five hours -- sometimes with experts, sometimes without experts 
and we would constantly deliberate and just give each other ideas 
back and forth.  What was interesting about the process that up 
until very recently I do not believe that there was an absolute 
consensus on who to pick or who not to pick because it was always  
deliberation.  Nobody ever committed because everyone always 
remained open-minded. The history of the project’s no secret here 
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in Fort Lee.  The property’s been vacant over 40 years, spanned 
numerous mayors; multiple administrations. 
There was a mayor, I believe, even that was in witness protection 
during the course of this project.  Let’s hope that’s the one and 
only mayor that will be in witness protection over this project. 
The project in the past has been fraught with false starts, with 
hollow promises, was the subject of a best-selling book.  It was 
our job to make sure that what’s happened in the fast and what’s 
been a part of our history doesn’t now happen in the future. 
As far as the process is concerned, as I’ve explained to you, the 
first step in the process was to terminate the prior relationship 
for the prior redeveloper that was selected.  That process was a 
long and tedious process from the moment this Administration 
started two years ago -- two years and three months ago. 
We had weekly meetings with the prior redeveloper and we found out 
very early on that what was being committed wasn’t, in fact, being 
applied.  The promises that were being made were, in fact, not 
being kept.  We then terminated that redeveloper because we always 
knew that before we can take a step forward, we had to take a 
couple back and make sure that we terminated that relationship. 
The process that we imposed, I’ve been told and I’m proud to tell 
you, is serving as a model for many other municipalities who are 
going to endure a similar selection process because of the 
transparency and because of the involvement with the public. 
Because of the public participation, the town hall meetings and 
our availability and our willingness to listen to what the 
public’s observations were, the lengthy deliberations and of 
course the assemblage of a top review team, are all examples on 
what I believe to be in my heart of hearts the correct way to 
select a redeveloper, especially for a project of this magnitude.  
And I am grateful to my colleagues here in government and I am 
proud to be associated with you in this regard. As far as to the 
public, a few things.  First and foremost, thank you for your 
patience.  This has been a very long process.  July 31 of last 
year was the deadline to respond to the RFP and eight a half 
months to the day we’re now here to select a redeveloper.  We are 
collectively grateful to the public for their participation and I 
can assure you of one thing.  I will, we will, never ever please 
every single one of you.  That was not our mission.  That was 
never the goal.  The goal though was to listen and consider as 
much information and as much participation and to consider as many 
possible concerns as we possibly could. The idea was to select a 
redeveloper that best fit the vision that we have for this project 
here in Fort Lee.  Now that doesn’t necessarily mean one versus 
the other.  It’s our vision; that’s where we started and from that 
vision we then went into our selection and deliberation process. 
There are many quid pro quos.  There’s many comparisons.  Some 
developments you might deem to be too high but there’s more open 
space.  Some developments you might believe to be too dense in 
certain areas but that then opens up space for retail in other 
areas.  So, there’s always a balancing test that you need to 
constantly keep in mind. We can assure you, we can assure the 
public, and we’ve made this promise to you that the process was 
transparent and we’ve always been cognizant of your priorities and 
that was, of course, to meet this vision, this place, this 
renaissance, where we here in Fort Lee didn’t have to travel from 
town to town to get what we just deserve, a choice of restaurants, 
places to gather with our friends, to do shopping and just to have 
a community life and a lifestyle that’s been absent in this 
community for way, way too long.  With you in mind we’ve always 
remained motivated to make the correct selection.  To the 
redeveloper that we designate this evening, before I make my 
recommendation let me remind you this is not a project about 
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brick a mortar, this is not a project about maximization of 
profit, this is not a project about simply building and getting 
out of Fort Lee; this is about our renaissance, this about our 
legacy here in our community and it’s that important.  It might 
sound corny and you may find it to be laughable in the parking lot 
but I am telling you this is a very important issue.  And it’s not 
just about bricks and mortar, it’s about our existence.  I could 
tell you whoever is selected you are officially relieved of the 
silver shovel ceremony to start this project.  We’ve had way too 
many of them in Fort Lee.  I’ve accumulated shovel after shovel; 
many of them I’m using in my garden.  We don’t need that anymore.  
We don’t need the fanfare.  We don’t need the celebration.  And at 
the risk of offending, no more Lucite paperweights.  What we need 
a developer to get started.  But I will tell you when you have 
that party at the conclusion of this project I will be the first 
one there with bells on and I’ll take my paperweight and I’ll take 
the shovel but only after everything is done.  Again, I’ve told 
you this is our community’s renaissance and it’s that important to 
us that we make sure that this be done properly. To the 
redeveloper that’s selected this evening, you and I are going to 
become fast friends.  Expect to hear from me on a daily basis.  
Expect me to be checking in on a constant and continual basis.  I 
can assure you a day or two’s not going to go by that we’re not 
either going to meet or engage in a lengthy deliberative 
conversation as to the progress of this development.  As of 9:00 
o’clock p.m. this evening, to that redeveloper, you are now 
officially on my speed dial. I don’t know if that’s good news for 
you or bad news for you but I can assure you there will be 
constant contact between you and government.  And let me suggest 
you put the Borough’s -- Borough Hall’s address on your GPS 
because you’re going to be here a lot and we’re going to be 
talking a lot and we’re going to be meeting a lot because these 
progress reports are going to be critical to our community.  You 
might even get tired of me; tough.  The project is your legacy; 
it’s our legacy; most important, it’s our community’s legacy.  As 
far as the designation is concerned, as you are all aware, there 
were four respondents:  Tucker Development, Amerea, 
Taubman/Silverstein and Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates. There 
were many, many considerations that formed our decision or my 
decision or at least my recommendation.  We had financial 
considerations.  We had equity of the redeveloper.  We had the 
consideration of what the financial commitment was of each 
developer.  We had the considerations of ability to borrow.  And 
this is not an exhaustive list; this is just a partial list of the 
many things that we’ve had to consider.  We’ve had to consider the 
financial benefits to the Borough.  We’ve had weigh whether or not 
there were requests for tax abatements or issuance of bonds.  We 
had to determine whether the Borough was a de facto partner or 
not.  We had to look at the experience and the ability to develop 
of each of the respondents.  We had to consider what the proposed 
improvements were and the use mix.  We had to consider the 
interrelationship of the development with the balance of the 
Borough.  We had to consider density and mix of use types, 
architectural aesthetics, planning considerations, timelines, 
benefits to the Borough and many, many more. Those considerations 
and characteristics are outlined in what appears to be a 12,000 
page RFP but that’s where they are and that’s what we’ve 
considered and those are the characteristics that have made up 
this decision-making process. This was a balancing test.  The 
balancing test required that we reviewed all aspects of each 
respondent.  Each respondent, I will tell you, had things that 
were very positive and things that were very negative.  Things 
that were kind of positive; things that were kind of negative.  We  
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had considerations of density versus open space; height versus 
retail; so forth and so on. Taking this all into account, this 
vast information over the course of the last eight and a half 
months, we’ve also considered the responsiveness of each proposed 
redeveloper; the use mix; as I said the financial strength.  And 
we’ve had to consider all of this. As far as my recommendation, 
which you’re about to hear, I’ve opted to focus my thoughts on why 
I support who I support, rather than focus on the reasons why I’m 
not recommending the other respondents.  Number one, -- so, as far 
as me, Mayor, Mark J. Sokolich, of the Borough of Fort Lee, I 
recommend that the redeveloper for Redevelopment Area Number 5, 
for both east and west parcels, is Fort Lee Redevelopment 
Associates, LLC, which is an entity or a project which is commonly 
referred to as The Center at Fort Lee.  My reasons for this 
selection are many.  Not all of which I’m going to articulate this 
evening; however, some of which I’m going to summarize.  For Lee 
Redevelopment Associates, LLC, is a joint venture consisting of 
SJP Residential Properties and James Demetrakis.  This is a 
project that proposes on the east two high-rise residential towers 
a top a block long three level parking structure.  Each tower is 
proposed to be around 40 stories with a total of 800 units. The 
proposal for the east also includes approximately 60,000 square 
feet of ground floor retail restaurant use along both Main Street 
and Martha Washington Way, as well as a 25-story 250 room hotel 
and condominium unit tower, which is nearest Bridge Plaza South.  
On the west Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates poses 372,000 square 
feet of office space in two midrise buildings and another 189,000 
square feet of desperately needed retail and entertainment space, 
including a cinema with parking of well over 3500 cars.  The 
proposal of Fort Lee Residential -- excuse me, Fort Lee 
Redevelopment Associates positively responds in my opinion to many 
of the goals of threshold criteria that we set forth and 
articulated in the RFQ. Not to name all of them but to name a few, 
we deem it or I deem it to be an appropriate mix of uses that are 
proposed by this redeveloper.  I deem very important to be the 
ground floor retail and restaurant use along the street frontage, 
which is critical, critical consideration at least from my part.  
Provisions for outdoor dining, structured parking hidden behind 
active uses at street level, and the top level of the parking 
structure serving as landscape, recreational amenities for project 
residents and hotel guests.  Perhaps most significantly are the 
plans to include a very, very large open public space on the west 
parcel directly across the street level retail restaurant space 
proposed to be located on the east parcel.  Summarizing some of 
the most important considerations -- and, again, I don’t want to 
be repetitive but they are worthy of reiteration.  First, I do 
believe that integrating the development and having one developer 
handle both east and west is of critical importance.  That was a 
minor consideration on my part but nonetheless a consideration on 
my part.  Number two, the proposal in my mind meets the Borough’s 
vision in terms of the mix of desired uses as well as the design 
objectives in providing new retail and related space as an 
extension of the existing central business district core. 
Thirdly, the development team has a proven local track record and 
the proposer’s architects and designers have considerable 
experience in the United States with these types of projects in an 
urban context.  Fort Lee Residential [sic] Associates is not 
seeking a public subsidy.  This I can tell you was a significant 
and material consideration on my part.  There was a directive that 
Fort Lee was not going to become a de facto partner in this 
development, was not going to participate in the abatement of 
taxes or the waiving of taxes, was not going to participate as a 
financial partner and be the issuer of bonds.  There’s no public  
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subsidy that’s being sought by my recommendation.  This project  
produces the greatest economic benefits to the Borough in terms of 
future tax ratables and revenues.  And finally, Fort Lee 
Residential [sic] Associates has expressed a willingness to meet 
and comply with the pertinent COAH obligations, achieve an LEED or 
LEED design and to market the residential units as for sale 
condominiums subject to prevailing conditions.  So, it is for 
those reasons and many, many more that it is my recommendation 
that this entity be designated as the conditional redeveloper for 
Redevelopment Area Number 5.  Now, having said those thoughts, at 
this point I’m going to ask that a Resolution be moved and 
ultimately adopted.  But first I’m going to ask Neil Grant, our 
Borough Clerk, to please read the heading of that Resolution.” 
Mr. Grant read the following heading of Resolution R-A listed 
below. Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee Authorizing a Designation of Fort Lee Redevelopment 
Associates, LLC as Conditional Redeveloper for Redevelopment Area 
5 Located in the Borough of Fort Lee, New Jersey for a Mixed Use 
Smart Growth Project.” 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
R-A - Consideration of Designation of Redeveloper(s) for  
Redevelopment Area #5 (Action May be Taken) 
 
 Councilwoman Kasofsky introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 
AUTHORIZING THE DESIGNATION OF FORT LEE REDEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES, 
LLC AS CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER FOR REDEVELOPMENT AREA 5 LOCATED IN 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY FOR A MIXED USE SMART GROWTH 
PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (hereafter the “Borough”), in 

accordance with the requirements of the Local Redevelopment and 
Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (hereafter the “LRHL”), 
did designate a certain assemblage of lots within the Borough of 
Fort Lee, constituting approximately 16 acres, as an area in need 
of redevelopment, and as such was named Redevelopment Area 5; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redevelopment Area 5 has as its approximate northerly 
border Bridge Plaza South, and its approximate southerly border at 
Main Street, with the approximate eastern border of the area being 
Central Road, and the approximate westerly border being Lemoine 
Avenue; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2004-29 adopted by the 
Borough on August 4, 2004, the Borough adopted a Redevelopment Plan 
for Redevelopment Area 5 and did further amend the zoning map of 
the Borough of Fort Lee to so indicate that area; and  
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution of September 30, 2004, the Borough did 
designate a Redeveloper for Redevelopment Area 5, said Redeveloper 
being Town and Country Developers at Fort Lee, Inc., a New Jersey 
corporation (hereafter, the “Redeveloper”) and the Redeveloper and 
the Borough entered into a certain Redevelopment Agreement dated 
September 30, 2004 (hereafter, the “Redevelopment Agreement”); and  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Ordinance No. 2005-5 adopted by the 
Borough on March 31, 2005, the Borough adopted an amendment to the 
Redevelopment Plan for Redevelopment Area 5; and  
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 WHEREAS, Redeveloper subsequently proceeded before the 
Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee for the purpose of 
obtaining site plan approval for the redevelopment project and for 
a subdivision of Redevelopment Area 5 into two lots, one to the 
east of Martha Washington Way (hereafter referred to as the “East 
Parcel”) and constituting Block 4802, Lot 1 (now known as Block 
4851, Lot 1.02); and the second parcel (hereafter referred to as 
the “West Parcel”) constituting Block 4801, Lot 1 (now known as 
Block 4851, Lot 1.01); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough made clear to the Redeveloper that the 
subdivision of the Redevelopment Area into the East and West 
Parcels was only for the purposes of financing the project and the 
Borough expected the Redeveloper to complete the comprehensive 
redevelopment of the entire Redevelopment Area 5 in accordance with 
its site plan approval; and   
 
 WHEREAS, subsequently, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Redevelopment Agreement, the Redeveloper, for the sole and limited 
purpose of financing, did enter into a Joint Development Agreement 
with an affiliated entity of Redeveloper, wholly-owned and 
controlled by Redeveloper, and known as Town & Country Redevelopers 
at Fort Lee West, Inc. (hereafter, “Fort Lee West”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, solely limited to financial issues, pursuant to the 
Joint Development Agreement between Redeveloper and Fort Lee West, 
the East Parcel was to be retained and financed by Redeveloper and 
the West Parcel was to be separately financed by Fort Lee West; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Redeveloper for the East Parcel and its affiliate 
company, Fort Lee West for the West Parcel, failed to maintain 
current tax payments to the Borough of Fort Lee for the property 
and failed to reimburse the Borough of Fort Lee for expenses 
incurred by the Borough to temporarily relocate utility services 
which temporary relocation expense was agreed to be paid pursuant 
to a certain Memorandum of Agreement entered into between 
Redeveloper and the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the failure to pay current taxes and reimburse the 
Borough constituted a breach of the agreements between Redeveloper 
and its affiliate, Fort Lee West, and with the Borough under the 
Redevelopment Agreement, and upon formal notice thereof, 
constituted events of default; and the Borough proceeded to provide 
appropriate notices under the Redevelopment Agreement to 
Redeveloper, its affiliates and its mortgagees by action of the 
Mayor and Council on May 1, 2008 and June 5, 2008; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the result of the Redeveloper’s failure to cure the 
events of default, within 30 days of notice, was the termination of 
the Redevelopment Agreement and de-designation of Redeveloper for 
the both the East and West Parcels by action of the Mayor and 
Council on June 12, 2008; and  
  

WHEREAS, the Borough was named a defendant and was  served 
with a Summons and Complaint in a foreclosure action venued in 
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Bergen County, 
Docket No. F-19001-08 and captioned TDC Fort Lee, LLC v. Town & 
Country Developers at Fort Lee West, Inc.: Town & Country 
Developers at Fort Lee, Inc.; Borough of Fort Lee; State of New 
Jersey; United States of America; John Does 1-10; and John Doe 
Companies 1-10, which was received on or about May 29, 2008 on 



  

behalf of the Borough wherein the Plaintiff TDC Fort Lee, LLC, is a  
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successor mortgagee (hereafter the “Plaintiff”) for the property 
known as Lot 1.01, Block 4851,  
 
which is owned by Redeveloper-affiliated Fort Lee West; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on January 2, 2009, said Complaint resulted in the 
issuance of a Final Judgment in Foreclosure for the benefit of the 
Plaintiff TDC Fort Lee, LLC and a Writ of Execution was issued to 
the Bergen County Sheriff who conducted a sale of the mortgage, 
interest and costs due on or about April 24, 2009, which were 
purchased by TDC Fort Lee, LLC; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Redeveloper for the East Parcel, in addition to 
its failure to pay taxes due to the Borough, had defaulted in both 
failing to pay its obligations and to address other matters under 
the mortgage documents/loan documents/agreements with mortgagees; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the mortgagees filed a Complaint in a foreclosure 

action venued in Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, 
Bergen County, Docket No. F-24555-08 and captioned PRIF II T&C Fort 
Lee, LLC v. Town and Country Developers At Fort Lee, Inc., et al 
for the property known as Lot 1.02 in Block 4851; and  
 

WHEREAS, said Complaint resulted in the issuance of a Final 
Judgment in Foreclosure for the benefit of the Plaintiff PRIF II 
T&C, LLC and a Writ of Execution was issued to the Bergen County 
Sheriff who conducted a sale of the mortgage, interest and costs 
due, which were purchased by PRIF II T&C, LLC; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the failure of Redeveloper for the East Parcel and 
Fort Lee West for the West Parcel to pay obligations when due and 
to suspend its payment of same constituted an event of default 
under Article VIII of the Redevelopment Agreement; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to a subsequent Resolution of the Mayor and 
Council adopted on September 4, 2008 (Resolution R-1), additional 
conditions of default were noticed and were not cured by the 
Redeveloper for both the East and West Parcels; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of all defaults by the Redeveloper and 
Fort Lee West for both the East Parcel and West Parcel for failure 
to pay real estate, impositions, mortgages and any other financial 
obligations, the termination of the Redevelopment Agreement by the 
Borough and the de-designation of Redeveloper for Redevelopment 
Area 5 were reconfirmed by the Mayor and Council on September 4, 
2008 by adoption of Resolution R-1 and by subsequent notice to the 
Redeveloper on September 8, 2008; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the termination of the Redevelopment 
Agreement and de-designation of the Redeveloper for both the East 
and West Parcels and the subsequent foreclosures of these parcels, 
the Borough was desirous of seeking a new redeveloper(s) for 
Redevelopment Area 5, including both the East and West 
Parcels; and 
 

WHEREAS, the process that the Borough proposed to seek a new 
redeveloper(s) for Redevelopment Area 5 was through the issuance 
of a Request for Qualifications/Proposals (“RFQ/P”), which RFQ/P 
was issued by the Borough on February 18, 2009 with an initial 
submission date of June 17, 2009, which was subsequently extended 
to July 31, 2009; and  
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WHEREAS, seven (7) addenda to the RFQ/P were issued by the 
Borough from March 3, 2009 through July 23, 2009; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals in response 

to the RFQ/P from: 
 

  The Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc. for the East and West Parcels 
  Amerea Development, LLC for the East and West Parcels 
  Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC for East Parcel 
  Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. for West Parcel; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough retained professionals in the areas of 

law, planning, finance and engineering to review the proposals and 
these professionals met with each proposer and also requested 
additional information from each of the proposers as a result 
thereof; and  

 
WHEREAS, each of the proposers, other than The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., provided supplemental 
information in response to the Borough’s questions and requests 
for additional information;  and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposal submitted by Fort Lee Redevelopment 

Associates, LLC for East Parcel also included a plan for the West 
Parcel and the Borough requested confirmation on whether Fort Lee 
Redevelopment Associates, LLC was willing to redevelop both the 
East and West Parcels, and Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC 
confirmed in writing that it would do so; and  

 
WHEREAS, the proposal submitted by Tucker Development and 

Acquisition Fund, L.P. was for the West Parcel only and the 
Borough requested confirmation as to whether Tucker Development 
and Acquisition Fund, L.P. was willing to develop both the East 
and West Parcels, and Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, 
L.P. confirmed in writing it was not interested in doing so; and  

  
WHEREAS, at the invitation of the Borough, each proposer made 

a public presentation regarding its proposal in December 2009, and 
entertained questions and answers posed by members of the public 
and the Governing Body; and 

 
WHEREAS, on December 28, 2009, the Borough held an additional 

public comment meeting to hear public comments on all four 
proposals and the presentations made by each proposer; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has met individually with: Amerea 

Development, LLC; Fort Lee Redevelopment Associate, LLC; and 
Tucker Development and Acquisition Fund, L.P. to review and 
discuss each of their respective proposals and supplemental 
information submitted; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough did not meet individually with The 

Taubman/Silverstein Properties, Inc., due to their refusal to 
consider changes to their proposal requested by the Borough to 
more closely follow the requirements in the RFQ/P; and  

 
WHEREAS, after a thorough and comprehensive review of each of 

the four (4) proposals and additional information submitted in 
response to the Borough’s requests for such information, review of 
the public presentations made by each proposer, consideration of 
public comments provided at each public presentation and 



  

subsequent public meetings, review and consideration of the  
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individual meetings with each proposer, and after consultation 
with its entire professional team, including final reports from 
its planner and financial consultant, the Borough has determined 
that it is in the best interest of the public that the selected 
proposer should be one that is prepared to redevelop the entire 
Redevelopment Area, inclusive of both the East and West Parcels, 
in order to ensure the proper, orderly, and commercially 
reasonable development of the Redevelopment Area and to achieve 
the goals and objectives of the Borough for the development of the 
Redevelopment Area; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough believes that the open public process it 
has conducted in the review and consideration of all proposals 
submitted has lead the Borough to select the best and most 
qualified redeveloper for the redevelopment of the Redevelopment 
Area and further supports its selection of the redeveloper; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has deliberated over the past nine (9) 
months and considered many factors in the selection of a 
redeveloper, including the evaluation criteria set forth in 
Section 5 of the RFQ/P, as well as other factors, including but 
not limited to the following: 
 

  Development intensity; 
  Proposed land uses; 
  Building height and massing; 
  Developer’s prior experience with similar projects of this size and 

complexity;  
  Pedestrian friendly street frontages; 
  Street network and connection to surrounding areas; 
  Traffic and parking; 
  Architectural design, quality and uniqueness; 
  Green design; 
  Affordable housing;  
  Public amenities; 
  Infrastructure improvements and costs to Borough of same; 
  Financial assistance requested/required by redeveloper; 
  Development schedule, timing; 
  Project feasibility; 
  Development team experience and prior project quality; 
  Tax revenues generated; 
  Cost/benefit to Borough; 
  Financial background and ability of redeveloper to undertake project of this 

size and magnitude; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough recognizes and has considered the 
difficult economic conditions that currently impact the national 
and local real estate market and the impact which this may have on 
the redevelopment of the Redevelopment Area; and 

 
WHEREAS, after further consideration of the proposals 

submitted, comments from the public and consultation with its 
professionals, the Borough has determined that the redevelopment 
of the entire Redevelopment Area 5 by one developer, subject to 
agreement to a comprehensive redevelopment agreement, within a 
specified time period, which is acceptable to the Borough, in its 
sole discretion, with a comprehensive plan for phased development 
is in the best interests of the Borough and will provide a greater 
likelihood that the entire Redevelopment Area 5 will be developed 



  

in a controlled and coordinated manner for the benefit of the  
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entire Borough community; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough also recognizes that once a redeveloper 

is selected and negotiations on a redevelopment agreement 
commence,  
 
the proposal submitted by that redeveloper may be altered to 
address certain issues that arise during such negotiations; and 

 
WHEREAS, after careful consideration, the Borough has 

determined that Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC is the 
proposer which will provide the Borough with the best opportunity 
to successfully complete the redevelopment of the entire 
Redevelopment Area, inclusive of both the East and West Parcels; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the proposal 

submitted by Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC generally 
meets the redevelopment vision and goals and objectives of the 
Borough as set forth in the RFQ/P; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC and its members have substantial 
development experience with large mixed use projects; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC and its members have the 
demonstrated capacity and ability to secure the financing 
commitments that will be required to undertake and successfully 
complete a project of this magnitude;  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC and its members have never failed to 
complete a project or failed to repay financing for a project; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC and its members have demonstrated 
success and experience in developing projects in Fort Lee and 
nearby communities.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough 

Council that it hereby designates Fort Lee Redevelopment 
Associates, LLC c/o SJP Residential Properties, whose address is 
379 Interpace Parkway, Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 as conditional 
redeveloper of Redevelopment Area 5 located in the Borough of Fort 
Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for a mixed use smart 
growth project for the reasons set forth herein.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Conditional Designation is 

subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. The Conditional Designation is limited to a period of one-hundred and twenty 

(120) days from the date of this Resolution at which time it will automatically 
expire and be of no further force and effect, and the parties will no longer have any 
obligation to the other, except as to final payment of Borough costs under the 
Escrow Agreement required herein.  The Borough may, in its sole discretion, 
extend and re-extend the Conditional Designation provided sufficient progress is 
being in negotiation of a redevelopment agreement, which determination is at the 
sole discretion of the Borough and which extension must be in the form of a duly 
adopted Resolution of the Borough Council; 
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2. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC and the Borough negotiate and 

agree upon the terms and conditions of a redevelopment agreement;  
 
3. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC continues to pursue the acquisition 

of all properties situated within Redevelopment Area 5; and 
 
4. That Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, LLC pays any and all costs incurred by 

the Borough from the date of the initial Conditional Designation to execution of a 
redevelopment agreement or termination of the redeveloper designation.  

 
5. Within fourteen (14) days of the adoption of this resolution, Fort Lee 

Redevelopment Associates, LLC and the Borough enter into an Escrow Agreement 
in a form substantially consistent with that attached hereto to meet condition 5 
above.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of negotiations 

on a redevelopment agreement the Mayor and Borough Council shall 
review and may authorize execution of any and all related 
documents which the Borough Council may consider necessary or 
useful in order to effectuate the completion and implementation of 
the project. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 
effect immediately.  

 
 “ Mayor Sokolich:  Do I hear a motion? 

 
Councilwoman Kasofsky: So moved. 

 
Councilman Pohan: Second. 

 
Mayor Sokolich: Thank you. 
 
Councilman Pohan:  Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Before I cast my 

vote on the Resolution, I’d like to say a few words of my own 
here.  On September 4, 2008, we terminated the previous 
designation of Town and Country as the developer of the project 
and terminated the previous redevelopment plan.  Since that time I 
would say collectively the Mayor and Council here has spent well 
over a thousand hours; first on the development of a new RFP for 
this property and then hearings, meetings and months of individual 
poring over of the documents that have been submitted. Given all 
that time it would be impossible, I think, for me or any one of us 
to articulate all of our reasons why we are doing what we’re doing 
tonight.  But like you, Mayor, I’m just going to hit a few 
highlights because I think for me not to say anything to my 
constituents as to my thinking about this would be -- would not be 
right either.  As far as I’m concerned I view this as one more 
step in a long process.  And I have to remind everybody tonight 
that while we had four redevelopers who submitted four 
redevelopment plans, all of which -- or at least three of which 
were done with very great thought and in some cases multiple 
redactions over a period of time, we are not tonight adopting any 
one of those redevelopment plans.  We are selecting a redeveloper 
with whom we must now sit down and hash out the finer points of 
the redevelopment plan that they submitted, plus all of the other 
issues that are involved in entering into a contract which will 
take at least five to seven years to execute from start to finish. 
So, again, we are not selecting a -- in fact, if I had to select 
any one of these plans exactly as they are written, I don’t know 
that I’m prepared to select any one of those plans exactly. 



  

But we have -- I certainly have considered in my thinking as to 
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which of these developer’s plans and which of these proposed 
redevelopers has come close to the vision that I have, that the 
Mayor and Council has for the redevelopment of this property. 
When we went out to the public RFQ/RFP process, we asked for plans 
for the redevelopment of the entire property or in its -- in the 
alternative of the east and west parcels. As a result of that 
process, two redevelopers -- proposed redevelopers submitted 
proposals for the entire project, one for the east and another for 
the west. As this process evolved to the public hearings, our -- 
the analysis of our consultants, it became increasingly clear to 
me that this development would best be served by a single overall 
redeveloper rather than try to split this project into two parts. 
There’s too many opportunities for things to fall through the 
cracks; there’s too many opportunities for one finger to be 
pointing this way and the other finger to be pointing in the 
opposite direction and that these are -- the overall interest in 
the town would best be served by a single redeveloper for the 
entire project. Having started moving to that way of thinking we 
asked all the developers who had submitted only for the east and 
west would they be willing -- would they be willing to develop the 
entire parcel and to look at the possibility of how they would 
propose to do that. When that question was posed to the -- to Fort 
Lee Redevelopment Associates would propose for the east only, they 
said yes we would be willing to develop the west and they did work 
into their proposal the economic pro forma and the planning -- the 
layout of a vision for the development of the east parcel. Tucker, 
which was the proposer of the west parcel only was asked the same 
question and respectfully declined to submit a proposal for the 
development of the east parcel. Therefore, that left us with two -
- with three of the four redevelopers who had proposals for the 
entire site. Of those three redevelopers, the proposal of 
Taubman/Silverstein was probably, in my opinion, the most sketchy 
as it was presented.  They were the least responsive as the 
process went on to further -- to questions for additional 
information and at the end of the day were offering a concept that 
was essentially a regional shopping mall for the entire site and 
it’s a concept which is not, in my opinion, an appropriate one for 
this development.  So, moving from the need for an overall 
developer of the entire site the question is the question of the 
vision that was proposed. I had -- I think that the plan proposed 
by Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates is a better plan than the 
other plans that were offered for the entire site.  I think that 
the mix of use between residential and retail is more appropriate 
to the needs of the Borough than was offered by the other plans.  
And I was not crazy about the use of a substantial piece of this -
- a significant piece of the property for an assisted living 
facility. The third thing, -- I’ve talked about the need for an 
overall redevelopment; the question of the overall vision of the 
plan. And the third thing is the extent of the financial relief 
that’s being sought by the various developers in proposing their 
plans. Of the three -- of the four plans, I would say that Fort 
Lee Redevelopment Associates is the most unequivocal about its 
willingness to pay full taxes on the property without commitments 
by the Borough for PILOT, for redevelopment area bonds or other 
types of financial relief.  And that -- and also an unequivocal 
commitment to acquire the portion of the property, which they do 
not control without cap or without cap on the amount that they 
were willing to commit to for the acquisition of that property. 
So, in terms of the -- the financial undertaking in terms of the 
overall vision and in terms of satisfying what I think is a clear 
need for a single redeveloper, I vote yes in support of the 
Resolution designating Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates as the 



  

conditional redeveloper. And I stress again conditional because  
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there’s still -- we’re one step in the process here of a 
redevelopment agreement which needs to be fleshed out here, which 
requires tweaking on issues of traffic density and all of the 
other issues that were raised by the public at these public 
meetings and which were not -- could not be disposed of until we 
take this next step. 
 

Thank you, Mr. Mayor. 
 

Mayor Sokolich:  Thank you, Councilman Pohan. 
 
Councilman Sohmer? 
 
Councilman Sohmer:  Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Before I vote I 

also would like to explain my vote. It’s been a long and tedious 
process for the Mayor and Council and all our professionals.  I 
want to thank our professionals, namely Paul Phillips from 
Phillips, Preiss and Grygiel who is our -- the Borough of Fort 
Lee’s planner; our financial analyst, N.W. Financial, Dan 
Marinello.  And, of course, Lee Cohen from DeCotiis, our attorney, 
helped us through this process.  And definitely Peggy Thomas for 
all the hours put into this. Thanks to you all. I’d like to thank 
the four applicants.  This was a real big process here.  Tucker 
Development, a very -- all four were very nice projects.  Tucker 
Development, Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, Amerea and 
Taubman/Silverstein. We waited for a long time for this.  This is 
in the process -- this is eight and a half months since we started 
but it’s 40 years.  Forty years for me because I remember when 
there were houses on that property years and years and years ago.  
Forty years ago.  Yes and we did have a mayor in the witness 
protection program.  There was a book written about it, like the 
Mayor said, and if you go to the library you can take that book 
out.  It’s there.  

 
Mayor Sokolich:  The Bribe. 
 

     Councilman Sohmer:  The Bribe is the name of the book. 
Three out of the four applicants kept to the RFP and the RFQ.  One 
did not.  There was one developer who had a vision of a regional 
mall, which I discounted right away.  He had ramps from the George 
Washington Bridge coming right into the mall and I thought that 
was not what we envisioned here for this particular project. Our 
little Town of Fort Lee, even though we’re adjacent to the busiest 
bridge in the world, we don’t really need the extra traffic from 
the George Washington Bridge.  So, I actually discounted that 
immediately; I did not even participate with that particular 
applicant.  Two out of the four did not want to commit to COAH -- 
two did, I’m sorry.  Two did commit to the COAH obligations. 
I always thought -- and talking with our planner I always thought 
that the continuity of one developer is the best way to go on 
this.  If we would have two developers here, one would put up one 
type one-half and the other would put up something else on the 
other half and the continuity -- we needed the continuity on this. 
There was a lot of time devoted into this and I just thought that 
whole planning of the whole development was the way we wanted to 
go.  I thought Amerea’s plan was a brilliant plan.  It was 
absolutely fantastic.  It’s gorgeous.  Panepinto Properties is a 
builder who can really -- you can really go back on but I thought 
it was really, really too large.  I thought it was a city within a 
city.  We did not want that.  We wanted to keep our downtown -- 
you know, our downtown of Fort Lee, we wanted to keep it as a 
downtown.  We wanted this to merge into the downtown. I thought 



  

that the Amerea -- I don’t think it would be -- it would do that,  
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so.  I thought Tucker’s presentation was very nice.  In fact, a 
lot of the people who were at the meeting with Tucker they liked 
the second proposal.  They thought the architecture was great.  
But, again, Tucker only wanted to do half the project. That leaves 
Fort Lee Redevelopment. Fort Lee Redevelopment, every time we ask 
different questions of our experts it came back, yes, Fort Lee 
Redevelopment would do that. We need a new firehouse down there.  
I believe three out of the four said yes, we’re going to put a new 
firehouse in that area for you -- or we’re going to negotiate I 
should say.  Let’s put it that way. So, I thought that Fort Lee 
Redevelopment Associates was the way to go and I concur and my 
vote is for the Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates. And this is 
also -- he is going to be a conditional developer and we have a 
lot to go on this.  We’re just starting out here.  And I heard 
some numbers  
 
and years today and I couldn’t believe that.  I want to put that 
silver shovel in tomorrow. So, my vote is for Fort Lee 
Redevelopment.  I vote for yes on the Resolution. 
 

Mayor Sokolich:  Thank you, Councilman Sohmer. 
 
Councilman Goldberg? 
 
Councilman Goldberg:  Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  I too would like 

to thank the participants in this process; Taubman/Silverstein, 
Amerea, Tucker and the Fort Lee Redevelopment Corporation. 
I also want to thank our consultants and our staff for all the 
help that they gave us. As far as the developers go, I appreciate 
their time to generate their visions for the redevelopment; their 
participation in public meetings, which was above and beyond what 
was requested in the RFQ; and also their meetings with the Mayor 
and Council. And all the plans were very interesting and this was 
not an easy decision; I know I was going back and forth between a 
couple of developers.  But for me the design -- the developer had 
to have certain elements and one of them was that the municipal 
tax base had to remain intact during the construction process. The 
development had to provide open space and the development had to 
be an extension of the business district, not a replacement to the 
business district.  Taubman/Silverstein, as Harvey had said, was a 
-- and Armand, was a regional mall and that’s something that I 
just cannot see in this Borough.  I don’t think the infrastructure 
can take it; they provided no open space, which was one of the big 
responsibilities that we requested in the proposal.  Amerea, asked 
for a PILOT program, which is not the worst but I also thought 
that it was a city within a city.  I thought their design was 
great; it was very intricate; it was different.  But when it came 
down to making the decision I just thought it was a city within a 
city.  Tucker Development had a request for the town providing a 
substantial financial guarantee, which is something that we said 
we would not do.  There was an allotment for offsite projects, 
which I didn’t think was enough to make the project feasible.  
They asked for PILOT program and they asked for waiver of taxes 
during construction and there was no COAH guarantees.  That means 
that it would have cost the town some money.  And that brings us 
to Fort Lee Redevelopment.  Fort Lee Redevelopment did not ask for 
any financial guarantees.  They did not request a PILOT program 
for construction.  They have planned for developing both east and 
west parcel.  They have an ownership position in part of the -- in 
one-half of the parcel.  They provided for five acres of open 
space, which was something that was very important to us.  And it 
provides a reasonable square footage of retail, movie, et cetera, 



  

to revitalize the downtown area.  They also recognize the  
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responsibility for any potential COAH obligations; that was their 
responsibility. And something that was important to me, is they 
have developed and they have been successful in developing in Fort 
Lee before. So, Mayor, based on those conditions I will also vote 
yes to select Fort Lee Redevelopment as the conditional developer. 
 

Mayor Sokolich:  Thank you, Councilman Goldberg. 
 
Councilman Sargenti? 
 
Councilman Sargenti:  Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  First I’d like 

to say thank you to everybody that participated in this; from 
Peggy all the way through to all of our professionals. Thought my 
voice was loud enough.  I’d like to say thank you to everyone that 
participated from Peggy all the way through our professionals,  
along with the developers through a long and tedious job of coming 
back and forth to the public.  And then again, as the Mayor said 
and everyone else, -- You know redundancy is going to be current 
here, so I’ll make mine short. -- I’d like to thank the public for 
their participation in what’s going on, what they were looking 
for.  Like the Mayor said we’re not going to please everybody but 
we will come to an overall view of what -- vision of what we want 
this project to look like.  And I believe that Fort Lee 
Redevelopment Associates is going to fulfill that need.  So I, 
too, vote on Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates, Mr. Mayor. 

 
Mayor Sokolich:  Thank you, Councilman – 
 
Councilman Sargenti:  Thank you. 
 
Mayor Sokolich:  -- Sargenti. 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky? 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky:  Thank you, Mayor Sokolich. On July 

31, ’09, four proposals were received.  I am choosing someone with 
experience, financial ability, a vision consistent with our input 
from the community, a priority to control traffic and a commitment 
to open public space.  To me financial ability is key. SJP will 
pay taxes on whatever the property is ultimately assessed at and 
according to the developer it was clear that SJP will pay taxes on 
whatever the property is ultimately assessed at and, according to 
the developer, it will not affect the financials of the project. 
Regarding the west parcel, FLRA would deposit the funds to the 
satisfaction of the Borough to support the acquisition of the west 
parcel through eminent domain or a negotiated purchase. 
One thing I know banks look at when lending money is the financial 
net worth of the developer, which SJP has.  They also have the 
local knowledge of the area in which they are developing.  They 
are not asking the Borough to participate in financing. Another 
proposer wants a contribution of millions of dollars of Borough 
revenue to assist in financing their proposal.  SJP has not 
requested any form of PILOT or any subsidy from the government for 
local real estate taxes.  They seek no public subsidy. They have a 
commitment to meeting any COAH obligation.  They have a 
willingness to contribute to the cost of a new fire station and a 
LEED design. 
Therefore, I vote yes for SJP and I want to thank everybody who 
participated in this process.” 
 
 The Resolution was therefore approved as listed above and 



  

summarized by the “AYES” listed below. 
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 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 

“Mayor Sokolich:  Thank you, Councilwoman Kasofsky. And I do 
believe that brings closure to this first part of our agenda.  
Again, congratulations to SJP.  Congratulations to the Council and 
our community.  Thank you to everyone participating. I’m going to 
ask for a five minute motion to take a break. 

 
Mr. Tucker:  If I can speak for a moment, Mr. Mayor, before 

you get your recess? 
 
Mr. Cohen:  There’s no public portion on this section. 
 
Mayor Sokolich:  I’m sorry, Mr. Tucker. 

 
Mr. Tucker:  Is there a public portion after 
 
Mayor Sokolich:  There will be. Yes. 
 
Mayor Sokolich: Motion to recess please” 

 
On Motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilwoman 

Kasofsky, the meeting was adjourned for a short recess at 8:55 
p.m. 

 
“Mayor Sokolich:  Back in about five minutes.  Thank you, 

folks.” 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2010-9 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 37, Vehicles and  
Traffic, Parking Prohibited When Road is Snow Covered to Include  
Schedule XXI into Schedule 388-68 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388 VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC, ARTICLE III TRAFFIC REGULATIONS, SECTION 37 PARKING 
PROHIBITED WHEN ROAD IS SNOW COVERED, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 Dave Rowan, 2329 Hudson Terrace, requested that the ordinance 
be tabled so it could be evaluated in more detail, specifically as 
to what’s going to be done with vehicles during snow storms.  He’s 
affected by this ordinance. 
  
 Mayor Sokolich asked the governing body if anyone wants to 
table the ordinance.  No one from the governing body offered a 
motion.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that he’s not anticipating a snow storm 
in the next ninety days.  He offered to meet with Mr. Rowan to try 
to rectify the parking situation on Hudson Terrace during snow 
storms. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 



  

 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman  
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Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2010-10 – Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget  
Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A.40A:4- 
45.14) 
 

On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-10 entitled, “CALENDAR YEAR 2010 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
(N.J.S.A.40A:4-45.14).” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked about the CAP bank and 
the expected tax increase for 2010.  She also spoke to cuts that 
the State may make and how the public can help out. 
 
 Mr. Wielkotz stated that the CAP rate is 0%; however, the 
ordinance needs to be done to preserve the CAP bank for future 
years.  He added that the municipal portion of the tax increase is 
2.99%. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich replying to what the State may or may not do 
is very subjective as to how the public can intervene.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that the potential 3.5% increase is on 
the appropriations portion of the budget; however he knows the 
Borough is going to be well below the 3.5%. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-11 – Renewal of Time Warner Cable of New York and 
New Jersey Franchise Agreement 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-11 “AN ORDINANCE GRANTING MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO THE RENEWAL 
OF A FRANCHISE TO TIME WARNER CABLE OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY TO 
CONTINUE TO CONSTRUCT, OWN, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A CABLE 
TELEVISION SYSTEM IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 



  

2010 MUNICIPAL BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 
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On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman  

Sohmer, the public hearing was opened relative to the 2010 
Municipal Budget. 
 
 There being no public discussion, on motion by Councilman 
Sargenti, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the public hearing was 
closed relative to the 2010 Municipal Budget. 
 
R-B – Amendment to the 2010 Municipal Budget 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the following budget amendment was introduced. 

 
WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2010 was 

approved on March 11, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as 
advertised; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, Bergen County, that the following amendment 
to the approved budget of 2010 be made: 
 
 
CURRENT FUND BUDGET 
 
ANTICIPATED REVENUES       From       To 
 
3.  Miscellaneous Revenues – Section F: Special Items of General Revenue 
     Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of Director of Local Government 
     Services – Public and Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations 
     Municipal Alliance on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 
                                               $16,765.00         $15,759.00 
 
    Total Section F: Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with 
     Prior Written Consent of Director of Local Government Services – Public 
     and Private Revenues                       205,490.03         204,484.03 
 
3.  Miscellaneous Revenues – Section G: Special Items of General Revenue 
     Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of Director of Local Government 
     Services – Other Special Items 
     Third Party Ambulance Billing              743,000.00         742,749.00 
      
 
    Total Section G. Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with 
     Prior Written Consent of Director of Local Government Services – Other 
     Special Items                              920,801.02         920,550.02 
 
      
 
    TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES              6,771,973.05       6,770,716.05  
 
  
5.  SUBTOTAL GENERAL REVENUES                10,109,973.05      10,108,716.05       
    (Items 1,2,3 and 4)    
 
7.  TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES (Items 5 and 6)   67,206,059.03      67,204,802.03 
 
 
Appropriations 
  
8 (A) Operations – Within “CAPS” 
    Group Insurance for Employees             8,094,000.00       7,280,000.00 
    Group Insurance for Employees UCC           393,000.00         355,680.00 



  

 
  TOTAL OPERATIONS (Item 8(A) Within “CAPS”)  47,397,858.00      46,546,538.00    
 
  TOTAL OPERATIONS INCLUDING CONTINGENT 
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 WITHIN “CAPS”                                47,397,858.00       46,546,538.00 
 
  Detail: 
   Other Expenses (Including Contingent)      20,211,800.00       19,360,480.00 
 
  (E) Deferred Charges and Statutory Expenditures – 
       Municipal Within “CAPS” 
       (2) Statutory   
           Public Employees Retirement System    918,075.00          864,848.00 
 
   TOTAL DEFERRED CHARGES AND STATUTORY EXPENDITURES – 
    MUNICIPAL WITHIN “CAPS”                    5,054,563.00        5,001,336.00 
            
 
  (H-1) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR MUNICIPAL  
    PURPOSES WITHIN “CAPS”                    52,452,421.00       51,547,874.00 
 
 
 
8. (A) Operations – Excluded from “CAPS” 
    2010 CAP Exceptions 
     Group Insurance for Employees                     0.00          814,000.00 
     Group Insurance for Employees UCC                 0.00           37,320.00 
     Public Employees Retirement System                0.00           53,227.00 
 
  Total Other Operations Excluded from “CAPS”  6,221,000.00        7,125,547.00 
 
  Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenues    
   Municipal Alliance on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 
    State Share                                  16,765.00            15,759.00 
    Local Share                                   4,191.00             3,940.00 
 
  Total Public and Private Programs Offset 
   By Revenues                                  209,681.03           208,424.03 
 
  TOTAL OPERATIONS – EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”     6,496,085.03         7,399,375.03 
 
  Detail: Other Expenses                      6,360,731.03         7,264,021.03 
 
(H-2) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR        
 MUNICIPAL PURPOSES EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”     13,230,638.03        14,133,928.03 
 
(O) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS – 
      EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS”                  13,230,638.03        14,133,928.03 
 
 (L) SUBTOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 
      (Items (H-1) AND (O)                  65,683,059.03        65,681,802.03 
 
 
9.  TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS           $67,206,059.03       $67,204,802.03 
 
 

The amendment to the 2010 municipal budget was approved on 
the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that three certified copies of this  
resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of 
Local Government Services for his certification of the 2010 Local 
Municipal Budget so amended. 
 
 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, that the Amended Budget hereto and 
hereby made a part hereof is a true copy of the Amended Budget 
approved by resolution of the governing body on April 15, 2010. 
 
 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, that the Adopted Budget Amendment 



  

annexed hereto and hereby made a part of the 2010 Budget is a copy 
of the original on file with the Clerk of the Governing Body, that 
all additions are correct, all statements contained herein are in 
proof and the total of anticipated revenues equals the total of  
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appropriations. 
 
  

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-17. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $8,101,636.09 
Capital                                          269,143.73 
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,881.25 
Trip Admissions                                    1,838.60 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         47,662.85 
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           1,200.00 
Redemption Account                                65,276.63 
School Resource Account                                 n/a 
Dedicated Penalties                                9,958.94 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   47,496.93 
Police Justice                                     3,321.01 
 
Total:                                        $8,549,416.03 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #1004 for Church of the Madonna, 
340 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ 
 

WHEREAS, Church of the Madonna, 340 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application for May 16, 2010; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all  
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 



  

approves raffle application #1004, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
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CA-3 - Approving Raffle License #1005 for HSA Christ the Teacher  
School, 359 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ 
 

WHEREAS, HSA Christ The Teacher School, 359 Whiteman Street, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application for May 
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th and 16, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all 
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #1005, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-4 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Vincent 
Gregov for Fire Company #4 
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Vincent Gregov for 
Fire Company #4 was approved. 
 
 
CA-5 - Accepting Retirement Notices from John Reuter, Deputy  
Police Chief and John Ford, Sergeant for the Fort Lee Police 
Department – Retroactive to April 1st for Deputy Chief Reuter and 
May 1st for Sergeant Ford 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated March 19, 2010, 
submitted by Deputy Chief John Reuter, of the Police Department, 
is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Deputy Chief Reuter’s effective 
date of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee is retroactive to 
April 1, 2010.  
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated April 8, 2010, 
submitted by Sergeant John Ford, of our Police Department, is 
hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Sergeant Ford’s effective date of 
retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be May 1, 2010.     
 
 
CA-6 - Accepting Retirement Notice from Erik Swanson, Building  
Sub-Code Official 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated April 1, 2010, 
submitted by Construction Code Official Einar E. Swanson, of the 
Building Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Swanson’s effective date of 
retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be May 1, 2010. 
 



  

 
CA-7 - Authorizing Hiring of Allison Saperstein as a Clerk Typist  
for the Municipal Court - $27,000 Annually   
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 WHEREAS, due to a previous vacancy in the Municipal Court, 
the Mayor and Council have determined that the vacancy should be 
filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Allison L. Saperstein be appointed 
to a full time position of Clerk Typist in the Municipal Court, 
with an effective date of April 19, 2010; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall be 
provisional pending certification from the New Jersey Department 
of Personnel and shall be at an annual salary of $27,000, pursuant 
to the White Collar Bargaining Unit Contract. 
 
 
CA-8 - Authorizing the Hiring of Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department - Termination Date June 25th 

 
WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 

Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
Appointments (available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) are 
part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of April 1, 
2010 and a termination date of June 25, 2010. 
 
 
CA-9 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation Entitled  
GHK Jung at 2169 Lemoine Avenue, Block 5952, Lot 10, vs. Borough 
of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2008 and 2009 
 

WHEREAS, GHK Jung is the owner of property located at 2169 
Lemoine Avenue, also known as Block 6151, Lot 9; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the taxpayer filed appeals for 2008 and 2009 against 
the Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled GHK Jung  vs. Borough 
of Fort Lee which are presently pending in the Tax Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough’s Tax Assessor that the matter be settled at this 
time, and that such settlement is in the best interests of the 
Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled GHK 
Jung vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket Numbers 003959-08 and 
009171-09, so that the assessment for tax years 2008 and 2009 will 
be reduced from $1,3649,400 to $1,150,000; and 
 



  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
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CA-10 - Authorizing Purchase of Four (4) Ford Crown Victoria  
Police Vehicles from Winner Ford, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, Through 
State Contract #A72467 - $25,502 for Each Vehicle Which Includes 
Extended Warranties for the Four Vehicles – Total Cost $102,008.00  

 
WHEREAS, the Police Department has requested the purchase of 

four (4) 2010 Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptors; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vehicles are available through Winner Ford, via 
New Jersey State Contract #A72467; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of the vehicles is over the bid threshold 
amount of $21,000 and the expenditure must be authorized by  
resolution of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract may be awarded without competitive 
bidding as a recognized exception under the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., since the goods and/or services 
are to be provided as a result of a contract to be entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, pursuant to and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes the Police Department to 
purchase the aforementioned 2010 Ford Crown Victoria(s) by 
purchase order from Winner Ford, 250 Haddonfield - Berlin Road, 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey, 08034 in the amount of $102,008.00 which 
includes the cost of an extended warranties for the vehicles; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that the 
resolution awarding a contract without competitive bidding must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for this purchase.  
 
 
CA-11 - Authorizing the Purchasing Consultant to Prepare  
Specifications and Advertise for Bids for a Generator for  
the Ambulance Corps 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the Purchasing Consultant and/or Borough Clerk are 
hereby authorized and directed to obtain specifications and 
advertise for bids for:  
 
     . A Generator for the Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
 
 
CA-12 - Authorizing Payment to H. Hofmeister & Co., Inc., 
Westwood, New Jersey, for Emergency Pipe Repairs Made to the 
Boiler Room at 309 Main Street - $22,450.00  
 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition existed to the safety and 
welfare of the public by the way of boiler room pipes leaking at 
309 Main Street and the need to make emergency repairs existed; and 
 



  

     WHEREAS, said repairs to the boiler room pipes was declared an 
extreme emergency by the Building Maintenance Supervisor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Building Maintenance 
Supervisor, and the Borough Administrator that H. Hofmeister & Co. 
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Inc., P.O. Box 179, Westwood, New Jersey 07675 was retained on an 
emergency basis to repair said pipes, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to H. Hofmesiter & Co., 
Inc., in the amount of $24,500.00 for the boiler room repairs; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s has 
certified to the availability of funds under capital account #04-
2150-55-2924-031 and that the certificate of funds is on file in 
the Office of the Borough Clerk.  
 
 
CA-13 - Approving Developers Agreement with Angelo Nigro Family 
Trust for Property Located at 1400 Anderson Avenue, Block  
2254, Lot 1 
  

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND ANGELO 
NIGRO FAMILY TRUST 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Fort Lee 

adopted a resolution approving a development by Angelo Nigro 
Family Trust (“Developer”), for property located at Block 2254, 
Lot 1 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee, also 
know as 1400 Anderson Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey (“Property”); 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 
Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough 
of Fort Lee and the posting of the necessary insurance coverage 
and performance bond, which bond has been posted by the Developer; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney; and 
 
WHEREAS, proof of insurance coverage must be provided. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and are 
hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with the 
Developer.   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that proof of insurance coverage must be 
provided to the satisfaction of the Borough Attorney. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 
CA-14 - Opposing the Request by United Water Which has Petitioned 
the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities for a Massive Rate  
Increase  



  

 
RESOLUTION OPPOSING UNITED WATER RATE INCREASE 

 
     WHEREAS, United Water New Jersey Inc. (“UWNJ”) has petitioned 
the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities for a massive rate 
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increase; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the petition proposes an increase in rates of 
approximately 20%; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the basis for the requested increase is essentially 
three-fold: (1) substantial improvements to the Haworth Treatment 
Plant which represents “the largest single capital investment that 
United Water has made since its inception in 1869”; (2) its 
entitlement “to earn a fair rate of return of, and on, these 
investments”; and (3) “significant increases in certain categories 
of costs, including power and chemicals”; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the majority of the improvements which form the 
primary basis for the rate increase have already been completed,  
effectively seeking to pass on costs “after the fact”; and 
 
     WHEREAS, this proposed rate increase comes on the heels of a 
rate increase in 2009 of more than 17.5%; and 
 
     WHEREAS, without this rate increase, UWNJ’s annual fee for 
“hydrant charges” in 2009 to the Borough of Fort Lee was 
$165,385.17, which is one of the largest single line items in the 
Borough’s budget; and 
 
     WHEREAS, while paying these exorbitant rates, the Borough 
receives relatively little in the way of services in return, and 
has had concerns with deficient hydrant maintenance; and 
 
     WHEREAS, while area residents continue to struggle through a 
difficult economy and municipalities are constrained by State 
imposed tax levy and appropriations caps, UWNJ seeks massive rate 
increases for unprecedented capital projects, its own profits and 
cost increases, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that for the reasons stated 
hereinabove, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey oppose the pending petition 
by United Water New Jersey Inc. for a substantial rate increase; 
and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to United Water New Jersey Inc., the New Jersey Board of 
Public Utilities, and all municipalities served by United Water New 
Jersey. 
 
 
CA-15 - Approving Taxi Owners License for (Roberto Semorile) Fort  
Lee Car Service, LLC at 511 Main Street  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE GRANTING A 
     TAXI LICENSE TO FORT LEE CAR SERVICE, LLC 

 
WHEREAS, an application has been filed by (Roberto Semorile), 

Fort Lee Car Service, LLC at 511 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
for a license to operate a taxi service in the Borough of Fort 
Lee; and 



  

 
 WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only eight (8) such 
companies can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently 
there are seven (7) taxi businesses currently operating; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has been reviewed and approved by the 
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Police Department; 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has also been reviewed and approved by 
the Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau for an office 
at 511 Main Street, with the parking of taxis at the same 
location,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 
applicable license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized 
and directed to issue a taxi business owner's license to Fort Lee 
Car Service, LLC, d/b/a Fort Lee Car Service for the operation of 
a taxi service at 511 Main Street which includes the parking of 
taxis at the same address. 
 
 
CA-16 - Authorizing the Sale of the Borough’s Surplus Property No 
Longer Needed for Public Use on an Online Auction Website and 
Publication of Such Notice of the Online Auction 
 
A NOTICE BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, OF THE SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR 
PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE AND PUBLICATION OF A 
NOTICE OF THE ONLINE AUCTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program 
and Study Act has been enacted by the New Jersey Legislature to 
permit local units to purchase bulk commodities and services and 
sell surplus property through means of the internet and related 
technologies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) has surplus 
equipment and vehicles that is no longer used and useful in 
providing municipal services to the citizens of the Borough and 
wishes to dispose of these goods through an efficient and 
effective process; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough awarded a contract to Propertyroom.com to auction on its 
website any surplus and unclaimed property (“Property”) in the 
various departments in the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the equipment and 
vehicles listed on Schedule A (Available in the Office of the 
Borough Clerk) constitutes Property no longer needed for public 
use; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to sell through an online 
auction the Property listed in Schedule A, attached to this 
resolution (Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the sale of surplus and unclaimed property through 
an online auction is to be  conducted in accordance with the 
requirements of Local Finance Notice 2008-9; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the auction of surplus and unclaimed property 
pursuant with the terms and condition of the Borough’s contract 



  

with Propertyroom.com is necessary for the efficient operations of 
the Borough and the sale of Property no longer used and useful by 
the Borough for the provision of municipal services is in the best 
interests of its citizens; and 
 
 WHEREAS the original bid proposal of Propertyroom.com and the 
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contract by and between the Borough and Propertyroom.com setting 
forth the terms and conditions for the auction services to be 
provided are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office and the 
website of Propertyroom.com 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee as follows: 
 
 1.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to post an 
offer to sell the Property listed on schedule A, on an auction 
website as follows: 
 
 Online auction site: www.propertyroom.com 
                          http://www.propertyroom.com 
 Length of Auction:     Minimum of three (3) days 
     Anticipated Starting    
      Date:                 May 17, 2010 
 Account #:     1045 
 Auction fees:          revenue sharing 
     Method of Payment:     major credit card 
 Shipping:              common carrier 
     Possession:            Propertyroom.com with exception of  
                         in-place auction items 
               Other terms:         Bidders must pre-register  
                             with propertyroom.com 
     Minimum Bid:           $1.00  
     Equipment:             (Schedule A)  
      (Schedule {A} Available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) 
 
     Additional Property Auctioned: Abandoned Vehicles  
     1992 Chevy Caprice - VIN#(1G1BL5378NW153101) 
     1998 Chevy Malibu – VIN# (1G1ND52M7W6237316) 
     1994 Simon/Duplex (Fire Truck) VIN# (1591F74J1R1020142) 
     1998 Ford Contour – VIN# (1FAFP66L5WK189967)  
     2000 Ford Crown Victoria - VIN# (2FAFP71W2YX178819)  
     1997 MPH Radar Trailer – VIN# (129AA0510131055022) 
     2000 Dodge Intrepid – VIN# (2B3HD46ROYH145312) 
     1996 Ford Bus – VIN# (1FDKE30F2HC13094) 
 2001 Green Machine Sweeper – VIN# (105232) 
     1984 Ford DumpL8000 – VIN# (1FDXR80U4EVA496782) 
          Maudlin 550 Parking Box – VIN# (55-9003-120) 
     3 Snow Blowers 31AE150-129 VIN#’S (1F1401320396) 
                                       (1F1401320394) 
                                       (1F1401320391) 
 
 2. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to  
publish a copy of this Resolution as notice of the on-line 
auction, including the information shown in Paragraph #1 above.    
 
    3.   That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward 
to the Department of Community Affairs a copy of this resolution 
and a copy of the official advertisement of the on-line auction, 
as well as any other documentation as may be required to evidence 
the Borough’s participation in the sale of surplus equipment 
pursuant to the Local Unit Electronic Technology Pilot Program and 
Study Act. 
 



  

 4.  That the proposal of and contract with Propertyroom.com, 
and a copy of the Resolution authorizing the sale of surplus 
property and the actual notice of the on-line auction, be made 
available for review by the public in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
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CA-17 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to  
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering January 1, 2010 
through March 31, 2010 - $705.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  
amount of $675.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 
union licenses for the period covering January  1, 2010 through 
March 31, 2010. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis  
to the Department of Human Services; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 

authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of  
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $30.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the period covering January 1, 2010 through March 31, 2010. 
 

01-2887 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, speaking to CA-5 and CA-6 
wished the three retirees the best.  She also asked about CA-14. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg responded to CA-14. 
 
 Marvin Rothenberg, 1500 Palisade Avenue, stated that on 
behalf of the Fort Lee Condominium and Cooperative Association 
thanked the Mayor and Council for supporting them on CA-14. 
 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-17) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 - Determining the Form and Other Details and Providing for the 
Determination of Other Terms of $24,150,000 General Improvement 
Bonds of the Borough and Providing for Their Sale 
 
 Councilman Sargenti introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER 
DETAILS AND PROVIDING FOR THE DETERMINATION OF 
OTHER TERMS OF $24,150,000 GENERAL IMPROVEMENT 
BONDS OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AND PROVIDING FOR 
THEIR SALE. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AS FOLLOWS: 

 



  

   Section 1. The $24,150,000 General Improvement Bonds of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the 
“Borough”), referred to and described in the resolution adopted by 
the City Council pursuant to the Local Bond Law of the State of 
New Jersey on April 15, 2010 and entitled, “ Resolution Providing 
for the Combination of Certain Issues of General Improvement Bonds 
of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey 
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into a Single Issue of Bonds Aggregating $24,150,000 in Principal 
Amount,” as duly published as required by law, shall be issued as 
General Improvement Bonds (the “Bonds”).  Based on the bond market 
and the negotiations with the Bergen County Improvement Authority 
(the “Authority”) as referred to below, the Bonds will be tax-
exempt. 
 
 Section 2.  The Bonds are hereby authorized to be sold to the 
Authority at a purchase price determined by the parameters set 
forth below and otherwise consistent with the terms included in 
the application submitted jointly by the Borough and the Authority 
to the Local Finance Board in the Department of Community Affairs, 
State of New Jersey (the “Local Finance Board”) on April 14, 2010 
(the “Application”) 
    
 (a) the aggregate principal amount of the Bonds does not 
exceed $24,150,000; 
 

(b) the maturity structure or weighted average maturity for 
the Bonds is substantially similar to the structure submitted to 
the Local Finance Board in the Application; and 

 
 (c) all conditions described in the Application as submitted 
to the Local Finance Board for the sale of the Bonds are 
satisfied. 
 
 Section 3. The Bonds are hereby authorized to be sold to the 
Authority in accordance with a Borough Bond Agreement or other 
similar loan agreement to be entered into by and between the 
Authority and the Borough (the “Borough Bond Agreement”).  The 
Bonds shall be issued as one series. The purchase price for the 
Bonds shall be as set forth in the Borough Bond Agreement, plus 
unpaid accrued interest from the dated date of the Bonds to, but 
not including, the delivery date of the Bonds, if any.  The Mayor, 
Administrator and/or Chief Financial Officer are each hereby 
authorized and directed, without further authorization, to enter 
into and execute the Borough Bond Agreement on behalf of the 
Borough in a form satisfactory to bond counsel for the Borough 
(“Bond Counsel”) in accordance with the provisions of this 
resolution.  Upon execution of the Borough Bond Agreement, the 
signature of the Mayor, Administrator or Chief Financial Officer 
shall be conclusively presumed to evidence any necessary approvals 
for the sale of the Bonds. 
 
 Section 4.  (a) The Bonds shall be issued in the par amounts 
as determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  
 
 (b) The Bonds shall be dated and shall bear interest at the 
rates per annum as the Chief Financial Officer shall determine. 
 
 (c) The Bonds shall be numbered and have such prefix as 
determined necessary by the Chief Financial Officer and be sold 
and issued with such serial maturities or with such term bond 
maturities payable from mandatory sinking fund payments made by 
the Borough as determined in the Borough Bond Agreement. 
 (d) The Bonds shall mature in the years and in the principal 



  

amounts as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer and 
shall bear interest on the dates as may be determined by the Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 (e) The Bonds may be subject to redemption prior to their 
stated maturities as determined by the Chief Financial Officer. 
 
 (f)  One certificate shall be issued for the principal amount 
Regular Meeting                                     April 15, 2010 
                                                          Page #32 
 
of each Bond maturing in each year, unless otherwise required by 
the Authority, and shall be numbered GI-1 to GI-__. Both principal 
of and interest on the Bonds will be payable in lawful money of 
the United States of America.  Each certificate will be registered 
in the name of the Bergen County Improvement Authority.  
Alternatively, if acceptable to the Authority, the Borough will 
issue one global tax-exempt bond for the aggregate amount of the 
Bonds. 
 
 (g) Any other details that may need to be determined shall be 
determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  
  

Section 5. The Bonds shall be substantially in the 
following form with such additions, deletions and omissions as may 
be necessary for the Borough to conform the Bonds to the 
requirements of the Borough Bond Agreement.: 
 
REGISTERED REGISTERED 
NUMBER GO- ___ $___________ 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
 

THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 
IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN 

 
GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BOND  

 

DATED DATE MATURITY 
DATE(S): 

RATE OF 
INTEREST PER 
ANNUM: 

CUSIP [If 
Applicable]: 

__/__/__ __/__/__ _______% ______ ___ 
 
 
 THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, New Jersey 
(the “Borough”) hereby acknowledges itself indebted and for value 
received promises to pay to 
 

THE BERGEN COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY 
 
(the “Authority”) on the Maturity Date(s) specified above, the 
[aggregate] principal sum of _______________________ DOLLARS 
($____________), and to pay interest on such sum from the Dated 
Date set forth above at the Rate of Interest Per Annum specified 
above semiannually on the ___ days of __________ and __________ in 
each year until maturity commencing on __________, 20__.  
Principal and interest on this bond will be paid to the Authority 
by the Borough or its duly appointed paying agent. 
 

This bond is one of an authorized issue of bonds issued 
pursuant to the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey and the 
resolution adopted by the City Council pursuant to the Local Bond 
Law of the State of New Jersey on April 15, 2010 and entitled, “ 
Resolution Providing for the Combination of Certain Issues of 
General Improvement Bonds of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the 
County of Bergen, New Jersey into a Single Issue of Bonds 



  

Aggregating $24,150,000 in Principal Amount,” , as duly published 
as required by law, and a resolution of the Local Finance Board, 
Division of Local Government Services adopted April 14, 2010 (the 
“Authorization Proceedings”). 

 
 The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby 
irrevocably pledged for the punctual payment of the principal of 
and the interest on this bond according to its terms. 
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 It is hereby certified and recited that all conditions, acts 
and things required by the constitution or the statutes of the 
State of New Jersey to exist, to have happened or to have been 
performed precedent to or in the issuance of this bond exist, have 
happened and have been performed and that the issue of bonds of 
which this is one, together with all other indebtedness of the 
Borough, is within every debt and other limit prescribed by such 
constitution or statutes. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, New Jersey has caused this bond to be executed in its name 
by the manual or facsimile signature of its Mayor and its Chief 
Financial Officer, its corporate seal to be hereunto imprinted or 
affixed, this bond and the seal to be attested by the manual or 
facsimile signature of its Clerk, and this bond to be dated the  
 
Dated Date as specified above. 
 

      THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 
IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, 
NEW JERSEY 

 
 
  By: ______________________________  
                                   Mayor 
ATTEST:         
 
By: ________________________ By: ______________________________  
    Borough Clerk                  Chief Financial Officer 

 

Section 6. The Bonds shall have printed thereon a copy of 
the written opinion with respect to the Bonds that is to be 
rendered by the law firm of McManimon & Scotland, L.L.C., complete 
except for omission of its date.  The Borough Clerk is hereby 
authorized and directed to file a signed duplicate of such written 
opinion in the Clerk’s office.  Alternatively, each Bond may be 
accompanied by the signed legal opinion or copy thereof. 

 
 Section 7. The law firm of McManimon & Scotland, L.L.C., 
is authorized to arrange for the printing of the Bonds.  The 
proper officials of the Borough are hereby authorized and directed 
to execute the Bonds and to deliver them to the Authority upon 
receipt of payment therefor, including accrued interest from their 
date to the date of delivery, if any.   
  
 Section 8. The Borough hereby covenants that it will 
comply with any conditions subsequent imposed by the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (the “Code”) in order to preserve the 
exemption from taxation of interest on and of the Bonds which are 
issued as tax-exempt, including the requirement to rebate all net 
investment earnings on the gross proceeds above the yield on the 
Bonds, and that it will refrain from taking any action that would 
adversely affect the tax exemption of the Bonds under the Code.   
 
 Section 9. The Chief Financial Officer is also authorized 
to pay the costs of issuance at or after the time of closing to 



  

the various participants regarding the sale and issuance of the 
bonds, based upon the recommendation of the Borough’s bond counsel 
to pay such costs.  In the alternative, the Authority is hereby 
authorized to pay such costs of issuance on behalf of the Borough.  
  
Section 10.   The Mayor, Administrator, Chief Financial Officer, 
and other appropriate representatives of the Borough are hereby 
authorized to take all steps necessary to provide for the 
Regular Meeting                                     April 15, 2010 
                                                          Page #34 
 

issuance of the Bonds, including preparing and executing all 
such agreements, documents, certificates and other instruments, on 
behalf of the Borough and take all steps necessary or desirable to 
effectuate the transactions contemplated thereby. 

 
Section 11. Solely for purposes of complying with Rule 

15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission, as amended and 
interpreted from time to time (the "Rule"), and provided that the 
Bonds are not exempt from the Rule and provided that the Bonds are 
not exempt from the following requirements in accordance with 
paragraph (d) of the Rule, for so long as the Bonds remain 
outstanding (unless the Bonds have been wholly defeased), the 
Borough shall provide for the benefit of the holders of the Bonds 
and the beneficial owners thereof: 
 
 (a) On or prior to 270 days from the end of each fiscal 
year, beginning with the fiscal year ending December 31, 2010, to 
the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board through the EMMA 
DataPort (the “MSRB”) and to the appropriate State information 
depository (“State Repository”), if any, annual financial 
information with respect to the Borough consisting of the audited 
financial statements (or unaudited financial statements if audited 
financial statements are not then available, which audited 
financial statements will be delivered when and if available) of 
the Borough and certain financial information and operating data 
consisting of (i) Borough and overlapping indebtedness including a 
schedule of outstanding debt issued by the Borough, (ii) the 
Borough’s most current adopted budget, (iii) property valuation 
information, and (iv) tax rate, levy and collection data.  The 
audited financial information will be prepared in accordance with 
modified cash accounting as mandated by State of New Jersey 
statutory principles in effect from time to time or with generally 
accepted accounting principles as modified by governmental 
accounting standards as may be required by New Jersey law and 
shall be filed electronically and accompanied by identifying 
information with the National Repository;  
 
 (b) in a timely manner to the MSRB and to the State 
Repository, if any, notice of the following events with respect to 
the Bonds, if material (herein "Material Events"): 
 

  (1) Principal and interest payment delinquencies;  
 (2) Non-payment related defaults;  
     (3) Unscheduled draws on debt service reserves reflecting  
           financial difficulties; 
     (4) Unscheduled draws on credit enhancements reflecting  
           financial difficulties; 
 (5) Substitution of credit or liquidity providers, or their 

failure to perform; 
 

(6) Adverse tax opinions or events affecting the tax-exempt 
status of the security; 

 (7) Modifications to rights of security holders; 
     (8) Bond calls; 

(9) Defeasances; 



  

     (10) Release, substitution, or sale of property securing  
           repayment of the securities; and 
 
 (11) Rating changes. 
 
(c)  in a timely manner to the MSRB and to the State Repository, 
if any, notice of failure of the Borough to provide required 
annual financial information on or before the date 
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specified in this resolution. 
 
Section 12. If all or any part of the Rule ceases to be in 

effect for any reason, then the information required to be 
provided under this resolution, insofar as the provision of the 
Rule no longer in effect required the provision of such 
information, shall no longer be required to be provided. 

 
Section 13. The Chief Financial Officer shall determine, 

in consultation with Bond Counsel, the application of the Rule or 
the exemption from the Rule for each issue of obligations of the 
Borough prior to their offering.  Such officer is hereby 
authorized to enter into additional written contracts or 
undertakings to implement the Rule and is further authorized to 
amend such contracts or undertakings or the undertakings set forth 
in this resolution, provided such amendment is, in the opinion of 
nationally recognized bond counsel, in compliance with the Rule. 

 
Section 14. In the event that the Borough fails to comply 

with the Rule or the written contracts or undertakings specified 
in this resolution, the Borough shall not be liable for monetary 
damages, remedy being hereby specifically limited to specific 
performance of the Rule requirements or the written contracts or 
undertakings therefor. 

 
 Section 15. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 
R-2 - Providing for the Combination of Certain Issues of General 
Improvement Bonds of the Borough Into a Single Issue of Bonds 
Aggregating $24,150,000 in Principal Amount 
 
 Councilman Sargenti introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE COMBINATION OF 
CERTAIN ISSUES OF GENERAL IMPROVMENT BONDS OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY INTO A SINGLE ISSUE OF 
BONDS AGGREGATING $24,150,000 IN PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1.   Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 

40A:2-26(f), the Bonds of the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County 
of Bergen, New Jersey (the “Borough”) authorized pursuant to the 
bond ordinances of the Borough heretofore adopted and described in 



  

Section 2 hereof shall be combined into a single and combined 
issue of General Improvement Bonds in the principal amount of 
$24,150,000 (the “Bonds”). 
 

Section 2.   The principal amount of Bonds authorized by each 
ordinance to be combined into a single issue as above provided, 
the bond ordinances authorizing the Bonds described by reference 
to the number, the improvement description and the date of  
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Section 3. adoption, and the period or average period of 
usefulness determined in each of the bond ordinances are 
respectively as follows: 
 



  

 
Principal 
Amount of 

Bonds 

 
Number of 
Ordinance 

 
Description of Improvement and 
Date of Adoption of Ordinance 

 
Useful 
Life 

$372,298 #1993-12 

Providing for the funding of a 
self insurance fund, finally 
adopted April 8, 1993. 5 years

$40,480 #2000-38 

Providing for the removal of 
underground storage tanks, 
finally adopted October 12, 
2000. 15 years

$492,436 #2005-07 

 Providing for the acquisition 
of real property, finally 
adopted April 28, 2005 40 years

$67,500 #2005-08 

Providing for various 
improvements to Cumbermead Road 
and related sanitary sewer and 
related expenses, finally 
adopted April 28, 2005. 10 years

$1,545,446 #2005-21 

Providing for various capital 
improvements, finally adopted 
July 21, 2005 

9.33 
years 

$10,585 #2005-27 

Providing for the purchase of 
domestic preparedness equipment 
for Firefighters Safety 
Program, finally adopted August 
18, 2005. 15 years

$152,241 #2006-06 

Providing for improvements to 
Inwood Terrace Park, finally 
adopted March 9, 2006. 15 years

$458,620 #2006-15 

Providing for environmental 
engineering and related 
services in connection with the 
combined sewer outflow, finally 
adopted March 23, 2006. 15 years

$1,651,034 #2006-28 

Providing for improvements to 
the Lewis F. Cole Middle School 
Field and the acquisition of 
various equipment for the Fort 
Lee Community Center, finally 
adopted April 20, 2006. 15 years

$380,000 

#2006-36 
(supplements 
#2004-27) 

Acquisition of property, 
finally adopted July 20, 2006. 40 years

$2,133,000 #2006-39 
Acquisition of property, 
finally adopted July 20, 2006. 40 years

$1,645,982 #2006-44 

Providing for various capital 
improvements, finally adopted 
September 14, 2006. 

6.20 
years 

$3,113,407 #2007-07 

Providing for improvements to 
various roads, finally adopted 
March 15, 2007. 10 years

$5,500,000 #2007-09 

Providing for the acquisition 
of a wireless public safety 
communications network, finally 
adopted March 15, 2007. 10 years

$2,000,388 #2007-30 

Providing for various capital 
improvements, finally adopted 
July 19, 2007. 

8.32 
years 

$760,000 

#2007-31 
(supplements 
#2006-36) 

Providing for the acquisition 
of property, finally adopted 
July 19, 2007. 

 
40 years



  

$380,000 

#2007-32 
(supplements 
#2006-39) 

Providing for the acquisition 
of property, finally adopted 
July 19, 2007. 

 
40 years

$961,500 #2007-47 

Providing for the installation 
of solar panels, finally 
adopted October 11, 2007. 15 years

$70,333 #2008-35 Providing for improvements to 
various roads, finally adopted 
August 21, 2008. 

10 years

$16,000 #2009-11 

Providing for the Fort Lee 
Abbott Boulevard Pedestrian 
Pathway Infrastructure Project, 
finally adopted March 12, 2009. 10 years

$2,185,000 #2009-24 

Providing for various capital 
improvements, finally adopted 
June 11, 2009. 

9.77 
years 

$213,750 #2009-35 Providing for the acquisition 
of firefighting equipment, 
finally adopted October 8, 
2009. 

5 years

 
Section 4.   The following matters are hereby determined with 

respect to the combined issue of Bonds: 
 

a. The period of usefulness, is not less than 
15.24 years. 

b. The Bonds of the combined issue shall be 
designated “General Improvement Bonds” and shall mature within the 
average period of usefulness herein determined. 
 

c. The Bonds of the combined issue shall be sold 
and issued in accordance with the provisions of the Local Bond Law 
applicable to the sale and the issuance of bonds authorized by a 
single bond ordinance and accordingly may be sold with other 
issues of bonds. 
 

Section 5.   The following additional matters are hereby 
determined, declared, recited and stated: 
 

a. None of the Bonds described in Section 2 
hereof has been sold or issued heretofore, and the several bond 
ordinances described in Section 2 have not been rescinded and now 
remain in full force and effect as authorizations for the 
respective amounts of Bonds set opposite the descriptions of the 
bond ordinances in Section 2. 
 

b. The several purposes or improvements 
authorized by the respective bond ordinances described in Section 
2 hereof are purposes for which bonds may be issued lawfully 
pursuant to the Local Bond Law and are all purposes for which no  
 

c. deduction may be taken in any annual or 
supplemental debt statement. 
 
 This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 
R-3 - Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Brown & Brown  
Insurance Inc., Florham Park, New Jersey, as the Borough’s Risk 
Management Consultant for Health Care Insurance Benefits 



  

 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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    A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
     PROFESSIONAL INSURANCE CONSULTING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to formal resolution, 
the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) 
awarded a contract to David J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc. 
(“Vozza”), to serve as the Borough’s risk management consultant 
for the year 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in its best 
interests to terminate that aspect of Vozza’s contract whereby 
Vozza provides risk management services related to health 
insurance for Borough personnel and award a contract for such 
services to Brown & Brown; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Brown 
& Brown to perform such professional insurance consulting services 
in accordance with its proposal, dated February 17, 2010, attached 
hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Brown & Brown possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional insurance 
consulting services related to the provision of health benefits to 
Borough personnel; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of terminating that aspect of Vozza’s contract for the performance 
of risk management services related to health benefits insurance 
and awarding a contract for such professional insurance consulting 
services to Brown & Brown in accordance with the procedures 
mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 

WHEREAS, the annual compensation to be paid to Brown & Brown 
is reasonably expected to exceed the threshold of $17,500 under 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 
seq., and, therefore, the contract is subject to the provisions of 
the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the receipt of a proposal from Brown & Brown to 
provide professional insurance consulting services was pursuant to 



  

a non-fair and open process in accordance with the provisions of 
New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et 
seq.; and 
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WHEREAS, Brown & Brown is required to complete and submit at 
least ten (10) days prior to the award of a contract a Political 
Contribution Disclosure Form in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.26, a Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and a Business 
Entity Disclosure Certification, certifying that it has not made 
any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee 
in the prior year, and that the contract will prohibit it from 
making any reportable contributions through the term of the 
contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Political Contribution Disclosure Form, 
Stockholder Disclosure Certification, and Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate and the certification have been submitted 
by Brown & Brown and shall be placed and maintained on file at the 
office of the Borough Clerk; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from Brown 
& Brown; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for professional insurance consulting services related to 
the provision of health benefits for Borough personnel; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for professional insurance 
consulting services related to the provision of health benefits 
for Borough personnel is in the best interests of the Borough and 
the implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That the portion of the contract with Vozza for the 
provision of professional insurance consulting services related to 
the provision of health benefits for Borough personnel shall be and 
is hereby terminated.  All other insurance consulting services in 
the contract with Vozza shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
 2. That Brown & Brown, 26 Columbia Turnpike, Florham Park, 
New Jersey 07932 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional insurance consulting services related to the provision 
of health benefits for Borough personnel, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated February 17, 2010, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof. 
 

3. That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract between the Borough and Brown & Brown, 
memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and 
conditions as may be necessary. 
 

4. That the bylaws for the Municipal Excess Liability Joint 
Insurance Fund and the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund 
indicate a minimum fee equal to six percent (6%) of the municipal 
assessment, which expenditure represents reasonable compensation 
for the services required and is included in the assessment for 
these funds.  

 



  

5. That the compensation for said risk management 
consulting services for health insurance for the year 2010 shall 
be paid in the manner set forth in the Local Fiscal Affairs Law  
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and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties. 
 
 6. That Brown & Brown is specifically placed on notice that 
it will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action 
regulations of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 7. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 8. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
current funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 9. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – wished Deputy Chief Reuter and Sgt. Ford the 
best on their retirements.  He found Deputy Chief Reuter to be a 
highly dedicated and professional intelligent law enforcement 
officer. His presence will be missed at the Police Department 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – extended his congratulations to Deputy Chief 
Reuter and Sgt. Ford.  He also wished Erik Swanson the best on his 
retirement.  He mentioned that when he was on the Planning and 
Zoning Boards how helpful Erik was to him. 
 
 He hopes that now that the Borough has named a redeveloper 
that the site will get developed and the entire Borough will have 
something that it can be proud of. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – thanked his colleagues with regard to naming 
a developer a team process. 
 
 He stated that the School Board Election will be held on 
Tuesday, April 20th from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  He urged 
registered voters to come out and vote. 
 
 He announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission’s 2010 Spring 
Cliffhanger series begins this Saturday May 1st and will continue 
each Saturday through May 22nd.  The theme of the movie series is 
courtroom dramas.  All of the films will be shown in the Municipal 
Building beginning at 7:00 p.m. There is no admission charge to 
attend the viewings.  For further information call 201-592-3500 
ext. 1205. 
 
 He announced that the Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center 
is now offering ChiKong five days a week.  Belly dancing is 
offered on Saturday mornings.  Linda Klein is also teaching basic 



  

and advanced computers to the seniors.  The seniors are now 
practicing for their spring recital. 
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 He stated that this is United Water’s second rate request in 
the last two years.  They received over a 17% increase last year.  
The rate increase they previously received and the potential new 
increase impacts both the school and Borough’s budget.  Everyone 
is under constraints and it has to stop.  The Governor is trying 
to put hard caps on many things and this is something that also 
has to be looked into.  The Borough has no control over what the 
Board of Public Utilities does. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – thanked his colleagues for picking and 
choosing a redeveloper through the many hours that they had to 
spend meeting and reviewing documents.  He concurred with Mr. 
Pohan that this is the first of many steps. 
 
 He urged drivers to be aware of the kids in the streets as 
many of the outdoor spring sports activities are underway. 
 
 He offered Deputy Chief Reuter and Sgt. Ford the best on 
their retirements.  They both have been a staple of the community 
for a long time.  He also wished Erik Swanson the best on his 
retirement. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – stated that there has been concern with speeding 
vehicles on Ninth Street as they approach the National Little 
League field.  There is now going to be police presence at the 
site to discourage any more infractions from taking place. 
  
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that recycling cards have been sent 
to all of the residents. She hopes everyone is recycling.  
Residents may place their recyclables in one bin. 
 
 She read the following memo from the Department of Human 
Services: 
 
 “The Fort Lee Department of Human Services provides Fort Lee 
residents with an agency designed to assist, refer and problem 
solve for a wide range of public concerns.  They interface with 
local, county, state and federal agencies to provide liaison 
networking during times of crisis as well as concern.”  For 
further information call 201-592-3500 ext 1511.  Jillian Raimondo-
Langham is the Director of Human Services for the Borough. 
 
 She announced that the Fort Lee Rotary will be holding its 
annual food festival on Monday, May 3rd at the Doubletree Hotel in 
Fort Lee.  Twenty five area restaurants will be participating. The 
money raised through the event will go to the many charities the 
Fort Lee Rotary supports.  The cost is $50.00 per person in 
advance of the event or $60.00 at the door. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – wished the best of luck to the three retirees. 
They have all served the community noblely and will be sorely 
missed.  
 
    On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 



  

Sohmer, the meeting was opened up to the public. 
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 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Speaker        Subject     Response 
 
Dave Rowan           .Hudson Terrace – Request    Mayor Sokolich 
2329 Hudson Terrace    for 7 Day Residential  
                       Parking 
 
                     .Lowering of Speed Limit     Mayor Sokolich 
                       On Hudson Terrace          Mr. Sohmer 
     
 
Nina Levinson        .Resolutions R-1 & R-2       Mayor Sokolich 
1560 West Street       General Improvement        Ms. Thomas 
                       Bonds 
 
                     .Recycling Notice – Milk     Mayor Sokolich 
                       Cartons                    Ms. Thomas 
 
                     .Homeowner’s Board of        Mayor Sokolich 
                       Educations Candidate’s 
                       Night 
 
 
Kay Nest             .Proud of Mayor & Council    Mayor Sokolich 
3 Horizon Road         With Regard to  
                       Redevelopment Area #5 
 
 
Anna Lypinski        .Redevelopment Area #5 -     Mayor Sokolich 
400 Park Place         Great Public Response 
 
                     .United Water Rate Request   Mayor Sokolich 
                       Increase 
 
                     .Thanked the Borough         Mayor Sokolich 
                       Employees for Their 
                       Efforts During The 
                       March Snowstorms and 
                       Water and Power Outages 
 
George Porto         .BCUA Billing Methodology    Mayor Sokolich 
450 Central Blvd.    
                     .Previous Handed Out         Mayor Sokolich 
                       Homeowner’s Report –  
                       Subsidizing Condominiums  
                       and Cooperatives 
 
                     .Potential School Referendum Mayor Sokolich 
                       Lack of Attendance at      Mr. Goldberg             
                       Board of Education  
                       Meetings 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:50 p.m.  
 
 



  

 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 

SPECIAL MEETING 
   

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                         Monday, March 22, 2010 @6:50 p.m. 
  

A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
Of Fort Lee was held on the above date in Executive Conference 
Room #201, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich (Arrived 7:00 p.m.), Council Members  
                Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ABSENT: Councilman Sargenti 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, 
             Sharon Scheiner, Deputy Borough Clerk 
           J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney    
                
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

All members of this body have been advised both orally and  
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof. 
 
 On March 15, 2010 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS RECORD and TIME WARNER CABLE 
filed with the Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all 
persons who have requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed 
for the year 2010. 
 
     

MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Ms. Scheiner read the operative portion of the special 
meeting. 
  
 The discussion of this meeting will be limited to: 
 
 1.  Main Street/Bigler Street Parking Garage 
 
 2.  Public Participation 
 
 It is expected that action will not be taken at this meeting. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the meeting was convened. 
                                                         
 
Main Street/Bigler Street Parking Garage – Paul Kaufman, Esq., and 
Dr. G. Jeremiah Ryan, President of Bergen Community College were 
present for this meeting  
 
 Council President Goldberg chaired the meeting until the 



  

Mayor arrived. 
 
 Robert Pimienta, President of Impact Development Company, 
Inc. was present for this portion of the meeting. 
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 Lloyd A. Rosenberg, AIA, President and CEO of DMR Architects, 
was present for this portion of the meeting. 
 
     Mr. Kaufman thanked the Governing Body for scheduling this 
special meeting on Monday so that Dr. Jeremiah Ryan, President of 
Bergen Community College, could attend to discuss the project.  
 

Mr. Cohen stated that his firm has represented Bergen 
Community College in the past and if the Governing Body felt there 
was a conflict of interest, he would recuse himself; however the 
proposal being made tonight is by the developer so there is no 
apparent conflict of interest.  
 
     Mayor Sokolich arrived at this point in the meeting at 7:00 
p.m. 
    
     Dr. Ryan spoke about Bergen Community College’s interest in 
occupying the upper portion of the project space for evening 
classes and the lower levels would be for the parking of vehicles. 
 
     Mr. Kaufman stated that there would be no retail space 
occupied by the college. 
 
     Dr. Ryan stated that he had a preliminary meeting with the 
Fort Lee Board of Education to discuss a few day classes for high 
school students with regard to the diverse languages spoken in the 
area. 
 
     Mayor Sokolich questioned the height of the proposed 
structure and how many levels of parking there would be. 
 
     Mr. Kaufman stated that there would be two ground levels of  
parking. 
 
     Mr. Cervieri asked how many potential students would be at 
the site if the project is ultimately built. 
  
     Mr. Pohan asked how many students would be attending at any 
given time. 
 
     Mayor Sokolich asked how many parking spaces would be 
provided. 
 
     Mr. Pimienta stated that the plan called for 228 parking 
spaces. 
 
     Mr. Pohan inquired if 228 spaces would be sufficient. 
 
     Mr. Pimienta stated that most students use either public 
transportation, are dropped off, or walk to school.  They do not 
like to pay for parking. 
 
     Dr. Ryan concurred with Mr. Pimienta’s statement. 
 
     Mr. Cervieri spoke about the potential of using an automated 
garage. 
    
     Mayor Sokolich asked how many parking spaces would be set 



  

aside for the college and how many for the public. 
 
     Mr. Kaufman stated that the number would be flexible. 
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 Mr. Pohan inquired if the students enrolled in the Paramus 
campus paid for parking. 
 
     Dr. Ryan stated that in Paramus, parking is incorporated into 
the tuition. 
  

Mr. Goldberg asked how many students are currently enrolled  
at the main campus. 
 
     Dr. Ryan stated approximately 17,000. 
 
    Mr. Cervieri inquired about the cost of tuition. 
 
     Mr. Kaufman asked Dr. Ryan how many years he estimated it 
would take for the college to reach its maximum enrollment. 
 
     Dr. Ryan estimated that it would take three to four years. 
 
     Mr. Cervieri stated that he liked the concept of a community 
college in Fort Lee. 
 
     Mayor Sokolich concurred with Mr. Cervieri. 
 
     Mayor Sokolich inquired if the courses would be standard or 
specialized. 
 
     Dr. Ryan replied that the program would primarily consist of 
business courses. 
 
     Mr. Cervieri asked Dr. Ryan how many classrooms would be 
needed. 
 
     Dr. Ryan stated between eight and ten rooms. 
 
     Ms. Kasofsky inquired if there were plans for a small café. 
 
     Dr. Ryan replied not at this time, perhaps a sitting area 
where students could study or socialize. 
 
     Mr. Kaufman stated that there are a number of places nearby 
to eat or have a cup of coffee. 
 
     Ms. Kasofsky left at this point in the meeting at 7:20 p.m. 
 
     Mayor Sokolich asked how revenue would be generated from this 
project. 
 
     Mr. Kaufman stated that the source of income would be 
generated from the parking garage and rent. 
 
     Mr. Kaufman stated that Dr. Ryan would outline a scenario of 
the project and the financials.  Mr. Kaufman reiterated that 
parking would be on the lower levels and the college on top. 
 
     Mr. Pimienta stated that his company had built a parking 
garage in Jersey City. 
 
     Mayor Sokolich inquired if the revenue from rent and the 



  

parking garage would cover the debt service, and if after thirty 
years, would the Borough retain ownership. 
 
 Mr. Pohan stated that the area in question has not been 
declared an area in need of redevelopment. 
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 Conversation ensued about financing the project including 
bonding, how much money the Borough could anticipate if the 
project is done and the good will the project could generate by 
having Bergen Community College having a satellite campus in the 
Borough. 
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Speaker     Subject           Response 
 
George Porto    Potential Students from New York  Mayor Sokolich 
450 Central Blvd. Parking Spaces          Mr. Pohan 
  

There being no further public discussion, the special meeting 
was adjourned on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by 
Councilman Sohmer, and carried at 7:40 p.m. 
 
 

RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION 
 

     On a motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and approved unanimously, the meeting moved into closed 
session. 
 
     BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that: 
 

This body shall hereafter discuss in closed session, pursuant  
to Section 7B of the Open Public Meetings Act, certain items which 
may generally be described as follows: 

     
 Personnel: Fort Lee Police Department  
   

The minutes of the discussion in closed session may be 
disclosed to the public when the Mayor and Council have determined 
that the need for confidentiality has been satisfied. 

 
     There being no further discussion the meeting was re-opened 
to the public and with no one present from the public, on motion 
by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.   
      
 
  
       _____________________                   
                               Sharon Scheiner 
                                   Deputy Borough Clerk  

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                               Thursday, March 11, 2010 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky 
 
 ABSENT:  Councilman Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    Frank Regan, Esq. for Borough Attorney  
                    Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer 
                    Steve Wielkotz, Borough Auditor 

 
MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, THE PRESS 
JOURNAL and TIME WARNER CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  
Copies have also been mailed to all persons who have requested 
same and who have prepaid the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to 
cover the cost of providing notice. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the 2010 municipal budget will be 
introduced later this evening.  He will be asking Mr. Wielkotz to 
provide a synopsis of the budget and to indicate to the public 
where the Borough stands financially.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich added that a couple of years ago the Borough 
started to find innovative ways to create revenue as well as find 
ways to decrease spending so that the Borough could weather very 
difficult economic times.  Not one particular program would have a 
significant impact on the budget, but taken as a totality all of 
the programs have had a positive significant effect on the budget.  
The programs included the institution of a hiring freeze, 
promotional freezes, reduction in the work force through 
attrition, co-payment for ambulance corps services and a major 
reduction in bonding which has an impact on lowering interest 
payments in the annual budget. Aggressive grant writing, 
negotiating with the unions to be fair with the employees, as well 
as to be fair to the public during this economic climate are all 
things that are coming back to benefit the community.  In the 
foreseeable future the Borough’s fiscal stability will progress 



  

and continue to get better and better.  He thanked the governing 
body, Peggy Thomas, Joseph Iannaconi, Steve Wielkotz and Mr. Cohen 
and everybody who participated in the budget process.  He believes 
the collective result of the budget is bringing great results to 
the community. 
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 Mr. Wielkotz stated that the budget that is set to be 
introduced tonight contains an increase of spending of 6/10 of 1% 
which is remarkable when health benefits for the employees 
increased over $1,100,000 for 2010.  Pension obligations increased 
by $150,000 and negotiated contractual obligations increased by 
approximately $600,000.  The reduction in debt service is down 
over $1,000,000 from 2009 to 2010.  The impact to the taxpayer is 
that the amount to be raised by taxation is up less than 3% from 
last year.  That translates into a little more than a 2% tax 
increase which is about $100.00 for a property assessed at the 
Borough’s average assessment of $475,000.   He added that being 
involved in many municipalities throughout multiple counties that 
the Borough’s budget process was one of the easiest he has been 
associated with specifically with the news that has to be 
delivered to the Mayor and Council of the bottom line.  There are 
a lot of municipalities that are in dire straits.  A lot of towns 
last year deferred pension payments and that is coming back to 
hurt many other municipalities this year.  This is one of the 
better budgets that he has been involved with the Borough in the 
past few years.  The items the Mayor and Council put in place over 
the last three to four years with regard to controlling spending 
are obviously helping the Borough as a whole. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

PR-1 – Cathi Goldfischer – Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
Chief  
 
 Mayor Sokolich called Cathi Goldfischer up to the podium as 
well as Councilman Goldberg. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich speaking on behalf of the entire governing 
body stated that he’s is very proud of her for her going to Haiti 
to help the victims in the aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich read the following proclamation: 
 

WHEREAS, Cathi Goldfischer was born and raised in the Borough 
of Fort Lee; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Cathi is an emergency room nurse at Englewood 
Hospital and Medical Center in Englewood, New Jersey; and 

 
WHEREAS, Cathi is also currently the Fort Lee Volunteer  

Ambulance Corps Chief and has been a Volunteer Ambulance Corp 
member since April 1981; and 
 

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, January 12, 2010 an earthquake in the 
Country of Haiti was of a catastrophic magnitude that affected 
3,000,000 people and the Haitian government has estimated that 
approximately 230,000 people were killed, 300,000 people were 
injured and another 1,000,000 people were left homeless; and 

 
WHEREAS, the headquarters of the United Nations Stabilization 

Mission in Haiti located in the capital, collapsed, killing many, 
including the Mission's Chief; and  

 



  

WHEREAS, many countries responded to appeals for humanitarian 
aid, by pledging funds and dispatching rescue and medical teams, 
engineers and support personnel; and 

 
WHEREAS, Cathi was deployed to Haiti for seventeen days as 

part of the NJ-1 Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT), which  
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functions within the National Disaster Medical System; and 
 

WHEREAS, Cathi and the DMAT team worked 15 to 16 hour days 
dealing with amputations and open wounds to compound fractures and 
child birth along with a wide variety of other injuries, 
emergencies and health issues; and 

 
WHEREAS, Cathi’s commitment and her willingness to help the  

victims of the Haiti earthquake is heroic and serves as an example 
to everyone hear in Fort Lee about how important volunteerism is 
locally and through the entire world; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the entire Fort Lee community is proud of Cathi’s 
efforts and selfless devotion to her fellow man and is grateful 
for the example that Cathi sets for every member of our community 
on a daily basis; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Cathi Goldfischer is a “hero” in the truest sense of 
the word; and  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Mark J. Sokolich, Mayor 
of the Borough of Fort Lee, wishes to recognize Cathi Goldfischer 
for her dedicated volunteerism to the Borough and specifically the 
seventeen days she spent in Haiti treating the Haitian people as 
part of the NJ-1 Disaster Medical Assistance Team. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 4, 
2010 Executive Session were approved with Councilman Pohan 
abstaining. 
 
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 11, 
2010 Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the February 18, 2010 
Executive Session were approved.  
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the March 4, 2010 
Executive Session were approved. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2010-9 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 37, Vehicles and  
Traffic, Parking Prohibited When Road is Snow Covered to Include  
Schedule XXI into Schedule 388-68 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
and carried, Ord. #2010-9 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 
388 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE III TRAFFIC REGULATIONS, SECTION 
37 PARKING PROHIBITED WHEN ROAD IS SNOW COVERED, OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first 



  

reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 15, 
2010. 
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Ordinance #2010-10 - to Exceed the Municipal Budget  
Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A.40A:4- 
45.14) 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, and carried, Ord. #2010-10 entitled, “CALENDAR YEAR 2010 
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND 
TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A.40A:4-45.14),” was introduced and 
passed on first reading. 
 

The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call and the 
public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for April 
15, 2010. 
  
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
  

INTRODUCTION OF MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and 
appropriations (available in the office of the Borough Clerk)  
shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2010; and 
 
 Mr. Grant announced that the total amount to be raised by 
taxation is anticipated to be $57,096,085.98.  The total 
anticipated general appropriations for 2010 at introduction is 
$67,206,059.13. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said budget be published in The 
Record in the issue of March 22, 2010. 
 
 The Governing Body of the Borough of Fort Lee does hereby 
approve the following as the Budget for year 2010 available in the 
office of the Borough Clerk): 
 
 The introduced budget was approved on the following roll 
call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was 
approved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
County of Bergen, on March 11, 2010.  A hearing on the Budget and 
Tax Resolution will be held at Borough Hall, on April 15, 2010 at 
8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget and 
Tax Resolution for the year 2010 may be presented by taxpayers or 
other interested persons. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2010-5 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 227 McElroy Avenue 
 



  

 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. 
#2010-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 
388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, 
ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.” 
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 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 
  
Ordinance #2010-6 – Appropriating $245,000 for Roadway 
Improvements to North Avenue and Eighth Street 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman  
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2010-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $245,000 FOR 
THE NORTH AVENUE AND EIGHTH STREET PROJECTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
Ordinance #2010-7 – Amending Chapter 388, Section 36, Schedule 
XXI, and Section 37, Schedule XXII, Parking Prohibited When Road 
is Snow Covered on Linwood Avenue and Hudson Terrace  
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer 
and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to Ord. #2010-
7 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 388, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, 
ARTICLE V, SCHEDULES, SECTION 67, SCHEDULE XXI PARKING PROHIBITED 
CERTAIN TIMES DURING WINTER MONTHS, AND SECTION 68 SCHEDULE XXII 
PARKING PROHIBITED WHEN ROAD IS SNOW COVERED, OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE.” 
 
 Dave Rowan, 2329 Hudson Terrace, spoke to the difficulty of 
parking on Hudson Terrace during snowstorms.    
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied there are safety problems when the DPW 
cannot get its equipment through the streets when people park 
there vehicles on streets where they are not allowed to park 
during snowstorms. Most of the area on Hudson Terrace people 
cannot park on anyway.  The Borough takes no joy in ticketing its 
residents.  This becomes a larger problem when emergent 
circumstances prevail.  The Borough after the last snowstorm 
convened a meeting of the many agencies that are involved when 
there is a snowstorm. The consensus amongst everyone was the 
biggest problem is that people parking on the streets do not give 
the Borough the ability to plow and remove the snow effectively. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, asked if emergency parking 
could be put in place on the Palisades Interstate Parkway property 



  

across from Hudson Terrace. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the property in question is 
dedicated park land and the Borough’s use of the property is very 
restricted.  
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 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
Ordinance #2010-8 – Amending Chapter 410, Zoning, Concerning an  
Amendment to the Regulations of the R-7A Mid-Rise Residential  
Zone and the Creation of a New R-7B Multifamily High-Rise  
Affordable Zone 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2010-8 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT 
CHAPTER 410, “ZONING,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE CONCERNING AN AMENDMENT TO THE REGULATIONS OF 
THE R-7A MID-RISE RESIDENTIAL ZONE AND THE CREATION OF A NEW R-7B 
MULTIFAMILY HIGH-RISE AFFORDABLE ZONE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously. 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the public 
hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-13. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $8,130,906.10 
Capital                                          173,821.30     
Road Improvement Plan                                   n/a  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    3,039.60  
Trip Admissions                                    1,250.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         26,786.89  
Special Dog Account                                     n/a 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 



  

Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                              30.00   
Redemption Account                                      n/a 
School Resource Account                              676.40 
Dedicated Penalties                                2,030.88 
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POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                   20,469.95   
Police Justice                                    20,111.20 
 
Total:                                        $8,379,122.32 
 
CA-2 – Budget Appropriation Transfers - $482,761.00 
 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the following 2009 budget appropriation  
reserve transfers are hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, 
not less than two-thirds of the full membership of the Governing 
Body concurring: 
 
 From     To   

 Police O/E   200,000.00   Administration O/E  
 
   $4,994.00   

 Director of      Purchasing O/E          398.00 
 Economic Development S/W     19,000.00   Financial Administration O/E     16,146.00 
 Director of      Legal O/E     11,362.00 
 Economic Development O/E     20,000.00   Engineering O/E       6,647.00 
 Elections       7,000.00   Police S/W   253,243.00 
 Construction Official O/E     27,000.00   ARS fees O/E       2,418.00 

 Group Insurance  
  
134,000.00    Ambulance Corps O/E           85.00  

 Ambulance Corps S/W     15,000.00   Road Repairs O/E         265.00  
 Road Repairs S/W     20,000.00   Garbage    26,000.00  

 Gasoline     22,000.00  
 Public Buildings & Grounds  
  O/E      7,954.00  

 Auto Repair O/E     18,761.00   Board of Health         301.00  

   
 Senior Citizens Special   
  Projects      7,384.00  

    Parks & Playgrounds O/E      1,103.00  

   
 Cultural & Heritage Affairs  
  O/E      3,901.00  

    Fire Hydrant O/E           32.00  
    Electricity    89,506.00  
    Telephone O/E    39,805.00  
    Sewer System O/E      6,564.00  
    Municipal Court O/E      3,379.00  
    BCIA Loan         957.00  
    Unemployment         317.00  

 TOTAL:  
  
482,761.00     482,761.00 

 
 
CA-3 - Approving Auxiliary Firefighter Application for Michael  
Peters for Fire Company #4 
 
 The auxiliary firefighter application for Michael Peters for 
Fire Company #4 was approved. 
 
CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notices from Lieutenants Luke  



  

Guglielmo and William Sutera, Sergeant Wayne Monico and Police 
Officers Mark Finocchairo and Robert Menchise of the Fort Lee 
Police Department 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of  
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Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated February 24, 2010, 
submitted by Lieutenant Luke Guglielmo, of the Fort Lee Police 
Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Lieutenant Guglielmo’s effective 
date of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be April 1, 
2010.   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated February 1, 
2010, submitted by Detective Robert Menchise, of the Police 
Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Officer Menchise’s effective date 
of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be retroactive to 
March 1, 2010.  
   
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated February 29, 
2010, submitted by Police Officer Mark Finocchiaro, of the Police 
Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Officer Finocchiaro’s effective 
date of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be July 1, 
2010.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated March 1, 
2010, submitted by Sergeant Wayne Monico, of the Police 
Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Sergeant Monico’s effective date 
of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be April 1, 2010.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, that the retirement notice dated March 8, 
2010, submitted by Lieutenant William Sutera, of the Police 
Department, is hereby accepted; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Lieutenant Sutera’s effective 
date of retirement from the Borough of Fort Lee will be April 1, 
2010. 
 
CA-5 -  Authorizing Hiring of Lauren Glynn and Christina  
Fitzsimmons as Guidance Counselors for the Fort Lee Police  
Department Stationhouse Adjustment Program - $56.25 Hourly (Monies 
to be Paid through a New Jersey Juvenile Justice Commission Grant) 
 

WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Police Department has been awarded a 
grant (J-J:102805) from the New Jersey Governor’s Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Committee to administer a 
Stationhouse Adjustment Program for juveniles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the juveniles may be required to be tutored, given 
counseling and to perform a certain number of hours of community 
service; and 
 



  

 WHEREAS, the Police Department has recommended the hiring of 
Lauren Glynn and Christina Fitzsimmons as counselors to the 
juveniles as part of the stationhouse adjustment program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicants have been investigated and approved 
by the Juvenile Justice Commission, 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individuals be hired  
as recommended by the Police Department at the following hourly 
rates of compensation listed below: 
 

Laura Glynn*    Guidance Counselor  $56.25 
     Christina Fitzsimmons*   Guidance Counselor       $56.25 
 
; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Police Department is solely 
responsible in administering the number of hours that the 
aforementioned persons shall work which shall be based on the 
number of juveniles in the program.  
 
 
*Retroactive Starting Date of March 8, 2010 
 
CA-6 - Approving Raffle License #1003 for the Christ The Teacher  
HSA  
 

WHEREAS, Christ The Teacher HSA, 359 Whiteman Street, Fort 
Lee, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle application for April 23, 
2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all  
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #1003, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
CA-7 -  Approving a Special Two Year Bingo License for the Jewish  
Community Center of Fort Lee, 1449 Anderson Avenue 
 

A special two year bingo license for the Jewish Community 
Center of Fort Lee at 1449 Anderson Avenue was approved. 
 
CA-8 - Approving a Special Two Year Bingo License for Claire and  
The VC Senior Club at 475 Main Street  
 

A special two year bingo license for Claire and the VC 
Seniors of 475 Main Street Club was approved. 
 
 
CA-9 - Approving Saint Rocco Italian American Mutual Aid Society 
Festival – August 4th - August 8, 2010 at Martha Washington Way 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that consent is granted to the Saint Rocco Italian 
American Mutual Aid Society to conduct their annual feast on 
August 4th 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8, 2010 on Martha Washington Way; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee shall be 

held harmless from any and all claims which might arise out of the 



  

St. Rocco festival; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that for any fireworks that St. 

Rocco’s wishes to setoff, a permit must be issued by the Fort Lee 
Fire Prevention Bureau, and that a certificate of insurance naming 
the Borough of Fort Lee as additionally insured be obtained. 
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CA-10 - Endorsing the League of Municipalities Initiative in 
Moving Interest Arbitration Reform Forward 
 

WHEREAS, the interest arbitration process was intended to 
fairly and adequately give all due consideration to the interest 
and welfare of the taxpaying public and support local government 
aims by arriving at award decisions that are equitable to all 
involved parties, including municipalities and Police and Fire 
Department personnel; and 
  

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Employer-Employee Relations Act, 
adopted in 1968, was amended in 1977 to provide for interest 
arbitration as the statutorily imposed terminal step in the 
collective bargaining process for police and fire personnel as 
defined by the Act; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Police and Fire Interest Arbitration Reform Act 
(L.1995, c. 425) was signed into law by Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman and became effective on January 10, 1996; and 
  

WHEREAS, in 2005, the League of Municipalities’ Arbitration 
Reform Committee suggested a number of Legislative reforms to the 
Interest Arbitration Process among the changes proposed by the 
Reform Committee were that: (1) the Arbitrator may not award 
salary increases in excess of the expenditure cap (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-
45 et seq.); (2) the Arbitrator’s Award may provide for salary 
increases limited to the budget cap imposed by the State of New 
Jersey and/or any lawful adjustment adopted by the public 
employer; and (3) the Arbitrator’s award may provide for salary 
increases limited to the percentage established by the State or 
the lawful adjustment adopted by the public employer, as may be 
appropriate, on a department line basis; and 
  

WHEREAS, in 2007 the Police and Fire Interest Arbitration 
statute was amended to add a new ninth factor of the 4% Tax Levy 
Cap which resulted in  4 of the 9 statutory factors in Interest 
Arbitration addresses the employer’s fiscal situation; and 
  

WHEREAS, municipalities are bound by strict fiscal controls 
embodied in the expenditure limit and tax levy caps and it is the 
norm rather than the exception for state approved arbitrators to 
award raises for police salaries at rates that exceed the annual 
caps; and 
  

WHEREAS, binding arbitration awards in excess of the caps 
forces municipalities to cut other critically needed municipal 
services, in order to fund salary increases, compounded by pension 
increases, to police and fire personnel, and cost for police and 
fire services continue to spiral at an unacceptable rate; and 
  

WHEREAS, the state approved interest binding arbitration 
process is inconsistent with the State cap laws and is unfair to 
municipalities attempting to control property taxes through fiscal 
responsibility; and 
  

WHEREAS, interest arbitration should be reform to provide 
that the cost of living and the employer’s ability to pay should 



  

be given greater weight and the total costs of the arbitrator’s 
award, including steps and cost of living (COLA) increases, should 
not exceed the cost of living; and 
  

WHEREAS, arbitrators should be required to evaluate and 
analyze the total cost of the salaries and benefits, including  
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step increases, and must provide a detailed line item analysis and 
explanation of the costs in the award; and 
 

WHEREAS, arbitrators must also evaluate and analyze the 
overall compensation received by the bargaining unit, including 
vacations, longevity, holidays, excused leave, medical and pension 
benefits; and 
  

WHEREAS, arbitrators should be required to live in New Jersey 
and the process of selecting the arbitrators and the length of 
time the Arbitration process takes needs to be reviewed, 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of 
the Borough of Fort Lee in the county of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey hereby urges the New Jersey State Legislature to pass 
legislation containing substantial reforms to the binding 
arbitration process; and 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to District 38 Legislators, the New Jersey State League 
of Municipalities and the Office of the Governor. 
 
 
CA-11 - Endorsing the Proposed New Jersey Department of  
Transportation Route 5 Rock Slope Stabilization Project 
 

WHEREAS, NJ Route 5 between mileposts 2.4 and 2.7 in the 
Borough of Fort Lee has experienced problems from rocks that fall 
onto the highway from the adjacent cliff face and the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation has identified the cliff face as 
requiring stabilization to reduce the risk from such rock falls; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation proposes 
to remove vegetation and scale loose rock from the face and 
stabilize the face through select placement of rock dowels, wire 
netting and shotcrete; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a wire catchment fence is to be installed along the 
base of the rock face to further reduce the rise of future rock 
falls entering the highway; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation will 
tint the shotcrete to match the existing rock hue; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the project will disturb approximately ½ acre of 
vegetation with monetary compensation to be made to the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Forestry as 
mitigation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Westbound detour of truck traffic from NJ Route 5 
will be required during construction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Westbound detour of all NJ Route 5 traffic will be 
implemented on weekends during certain construction activities; 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed detour shall divert westbound traffic 



  

North on River Road to Hudson Terrace to Bruce Reynolds Boulevard, 
South on Martha Washington Highway to Palisades Avenue to Central 
Boulevard; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed project and detour was presented at a 
Public Information Center held at the Borough of Edgewater  
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Community Center on January 26, 2010 and there was expressed no 
immediate objections to either the proposed project or detour; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pre and post construction medial surveys will 
document nearby property conditions; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation 
contractor will be required to carry insurance to protect area 
properties and the traveling public from loss; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation has 
requested that the Borough of Fort Lee submit a favorable 
resolution in support of this safety improvement project, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen and State of New 
Jersey that the Council does hereby support the proposed NJ Route 
5 Rock Slope Stabilization safety improvements. 
 
 
CA-12 - Acknowledging the Cessation of Liquor License #0219-44-
032-005 Trading as Main Liquors, LLC by the State Alcoholic  
Beverage Control for Failing to Comply With the 2009-2010  
Renewal Filing Requirements 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE ACTING AS ISSUING AUTHORITY  UNDER THE STATE 
ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL LAW ACKNOWLEDGING THE CESSATION 
OF LIQUOR LICENSE NUMBER 0219-44-032-005 TRADING AS MAIN 
LIQUORS, LLC FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE 2009-2010 
RENEWAL FILING REQUIREMENTS  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (the “Borough”) received 

notification from the New Jersey State Division of Alcohol 
Beverage Control (the “State ABC”) on March 3, 2010 regarding 
liquor license number 0219-44-032-005 trading as Main Liquors, 
LLC; and 

 
WHEREAS, the State ABC advised the Borough that liquor 

license number 0219-44-032-005 trading as Main Liquors, LLC ceased 
to exist as of June 30, 2009 for failure to comply with the 2009-
2010 renewal filing requirements under the Alcohol Beverage 
Control Law, N.J.S.A. 33:1-1 et seq. (the “ABC Law), 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Municipal Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, acting as issuing authority under the ABC 
Law hereby acknowledges the cessation of liquor license number 
0219-44-032-005 trading as Main Liquors, LLC for failure to comply 
with the 2009-2010 renewal filing requirements under the ABC Law.  
 
 
CA-13 - Expressing The Borough’s Willingness to Make Borough  
Property Available to the Fort Lee Board of Education for a 
Potential New School (School Board Referendum Required) 
 



  

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
  OF FORT LEE EXPRESSING ITS WILLINGNESS TO MAKE BOROUGH  
  PROPERTY AVAILABLE TO THE FORT LEE BOARD OF EDUCATION  
  FOR A NEW SCHOOL  
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Fort 

Lee (the “Borough”) heard a presentation from the members Fort Lee 
Board of Education (“Board”) regarding the need to expand school 
facilities due to growth in the school system; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board presented a concept plan for the 

construction of a new elementary school for 5th and 6th grade 
students at the location of the Borough’s current Recreation 
Center and adjoining Borough property on Stillwell Avenue (the 
“Project”), which would require a potential exchange of property  
 
between the Borough and the Board and the replacement of any 
Borough recreation facilities that may be displaced (the 
“Exchange”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Project will require further analysis and review 

by various levels of government, including the State of New Jersey 
Department of Education and the Borough, as well as voter approval 
of a referendum to fund the Project; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board and Borough both recognize and agree that 
if the Project and Exchange are to proceed, further review and 
approval from the Borough pursuant to applicable laws and 
regulations will be required to facilitate the Exchange.  
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Municipal Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that it hereby expresses its willingness to 
make Borough property available to the Fort Lee Board of Education 
for the Project and to proceed with the actions necessary to 
facilitate the Exchange.    
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Exchange shall be subject to 
further review and approval from the Borough pursuant to 
applicable laws and regulations.  
 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street questioned CA-13, CA-11, CA-
10 and CA-5. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich responded to CA-13 and CA-11.  Mr. Goldberg 
spoke to CA-10 and Ms. Thomas replied to CA-5. 
 
 Monte Seewald, 4 Horizon Road, spoke to CA-13. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich wished all of the police officers listed as 
CA-4 on the agenda tonight the best of the luck in the future on 
their retirement. 
 
 Mr. Pohan stated that out of a total of $115,000,000 tax levy 
for the Borough last year approximately $55,400,000 was for the 
municipal portion of the budget, $47,300,000 was the school 
portion of the budget and $12,500,000 was for the county portion 
of the budget. 
 
     There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 



  

Sohmer, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-13) was 
approved unanimously. 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-1 - Approving Developers Agreement with Whitehall Towers, LLC  
for Property Located at 2050 Central Road, Block 4854, Lots 1 and 
5 
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 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF    
 FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S   
 AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AND WHITEHALL  
 TOWERS, LLC 
 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of 

Fort Lee adopted a resolution approving a development by Whitehall 
Towers, LLC (“Developer”), for property located at Block 4854,  
Lots 1 and 5 on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of Fort Lee,  
also know as 2050 Central Road, Fort Lee, New Jersey (“Property”); 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the resolution was approved subject to the Developer 

adhering to certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the 
Developer entering into a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough 
of Fort Lee and the posting of the necessary insurance coverage 
and performance bond; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Developer’s Agreement has been prepared by the 

Borough Attorney; and 
 
WHEREAS, proof of insurance coverage together with an amended 

or new performance bond must be provided,  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and are 
hereby authorized to execute the Developer’s Agreement with the 
Developer; and   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that proof of insurance coverage and receipt 
of an amended or new performance bond must be provided to the 
satisfaction of the Borough Attorney prior to the issuance of a 
builders permit. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall 

be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
  
R-2 - Authorizing the Borough’s Participation in the Bond  
Financing Program of the Bergen County Improvement Authority  
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE 
“LOCAL UNIT”) AUTHORIZING THE LOCAL UNIT’S 



  

PARTICIPATION IN THE BOND FINANCING PROGRAM OF 
THE BERGEN COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, 
State of New Jersey (the “Local Unit”), has previously duly 
adopted various bond ordinances authorizing the issuance of bonds  
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or notes to finance the costs of various capital improvements (the 
“Local Unit Projects”); and 

WHEREAS, the Local Unit desires to issue bonds to permanently 
finance the Local Unit Projects; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Unit has reviewed the Bond Financing 
Program proposed by The Bergen County Improvement Authority (the 
“BCIA”), whereby the Local Unit would issue Bonds (collectively, 
the “Local Unit Bonds”) through the Bond Financing Program of the 
BCIA; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Unit believes that participation in the 
BCIA’s Bond Financing Program will benefit the Local Unit due to 
reduced interest costs as a result of a guaranty by the County of 
Bergen, State of New Jersey (the “County Guaranty”) on the debt 
service of the BCIA Bond Financing Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Unit further believes that any savings the 
Local Unit can achieve for its taxpayers, especially during this 
time of economic crisis, is of utmost importance to its community 
and accordingly, the Local Unit desires to issue its Local Unit 
Bonds through the Bond Financing Program of the BCIA; and 

WHEREAS, such Local Unit Bonds shall be issued in accordance 
with the provisions of the Local Bond Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:2-1 et 
seq. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE THAT: 

Section 1. The Local Unit hereby authorizes the Local Unit’s  
participation in the BCIA Bond Financing Program.   

 
Section 2. The Local Unit consents to the BCIA’s application 

to the Local Finance Board of the Division of Local Government 
Services, in the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs (the 
“Local Finance Board”) in connection with the Bond Financing 
Program. 

 
 
Section 3.  The Chief Financial Officer of the Local Unit is 

hereby authorized to, or direct the appropriate party to, enter 
into one or more loans with the BCIA and is further authorized to 
execute one or more Bond purchase contracts, loan agreements and 
any and all documents, certificates, opinions and other 
instruments that are necessary and as may be reasonably required 
by the Authority in connection with such loan, after consultation 
with counsel to the Local Unit.   

 
 
Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 



  

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
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R-3 – Making Application to the Local Finance Board for the 
Approval of a Non-Conforming Maturity Schedule in Connection with 
the Issuance of General Improvement Bonds to Permanently Finance 
Various General Capital Improvements 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Pohan seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE MAKING 
APPLICATION TO THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A.  40A:2-26(e) 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, 

New Jersey (the “Borough”) desires to make application to the 
Local Finance Board for its approval of a non-conforming maturity 
schedule in connection with the issuance of General Improvement  
 

Bonds to permanently finance various general capital 
improvements; 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough believes that: 
 
(a) it is in the public interest to accomplish such purpose; 
 
(b) said purpose is for the health, welfare, convenience or betterment of the inhabitants     
             of the Borough; 
 
(c) the amounts to be expended for said purpose are not unreasonable or exorbitant; 
 
(d) the proposal is an efficient and feasible means of providing services for the needs 
of  
             the inhabitants of the Borough and will not create an undue financial burden to be  
             placed upon the Borough; 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE 

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
as follows: 

 
Section 1. The application to the Local Finance Board is 

hereby approved, and the Borough's Bond Counsel, along with other 
representatives of the Borough, are hereby authorized to prepare 
such application and to represent the Borough in matters 
pertaining thereto. 

 
Section 2. The Clerk of the Borough is hereby directed to 

prepare and file a copy of this resolution and any other 
appropriate actions with the Local Finance Board as part of such 
application. 
 

Section 3. The Local Finance Board is hereby respectfully 
requested to consider such application and to record its approval 
as provided by the applicable New Jersey Statute. 

 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 



  

 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
 
 
A-1 – Environmental & Beautification Committee 
 
 The Mayor and Council took no action on this item tonight. 
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 Mr. Wielkotz left at this point in the meeting at 8:50 p.m.  
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – spoke to R-2 in that the Borough availed itself 
to the AAA bond rating that the BCIA has which is better than the 
Borough’s A1 debt service rating.  The result is that the Borough 
will save over $1,025,000 over a fourteen year period. 
 
 He stated that he along with the rest of the governing body 
worked diligently on CA-13.  The Borough wanted to give the Fort 
Lee Board of Education flexibility so that they can take the issue 
to the Borough’s voters, but the Borough was very specific that 
they are not endorsing the building of the new school, nor did the 
Borough approve the initial plan that was presented by the Board 
of Education.  The Borough told the Board of Education that the 
initial location was not an acceptable location and that there was 
other property north of the recreation center that the Borough  
would consider as part of as a land swap provided that they 
provide the Borough with equal or greater value of any facility. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated Cathi Goldfischer on the 
splendid job that she did for the people of Haiti.  She does a 
great job as Ambulance Corps Chief and she’s one of many people 
who give Fort Lee such a great name. 
 
 He praised all of the Borough employees who did such a great 
job handling the massive snowstorm which began February 25th and 
went through February 27th.   
  
 
Councilman Goldberg – stated that all of the Borough employees 
worked very well together during the snowstorm.  The police were  
tied up with overturned trucks and buses that could not navigate 
many of the Borough’s streets.  There were a lot of trees down 
which the Fire Department did a great job taking down so that the 
DPW could continue to plow the streets effectively.  He spoke to 
the way the Bergen County plows its streets which sometimes ends 
up burdening the Borough even more. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – praised Cathi Goldfischer for the service 
she performed in Haiti. 
 
 He stated that the Fire Department has responded to 279 calls 
this year.  He highlighted the many different types of calls they 
have had to respond to so far in 2010. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – had no report tonight. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 



  

 
Speaker     Subject     Response 
 
Monte Seewald        .Lack of Federal Monies      Mayor Sokolich 
4 Horizon Road         New Jersey Receives as a  
                       Percentage Compared to the  
                       Rest of the Other States 
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Dave Rowan           .Request to Reduce Speed     Mayor Sokolich 
2329 Hudson Terrace    Limit on Hudson Terrace    Ms. Thomas 
 
 
 Mr. Goldberg reminded everyone to fill out their census forms 
as it does effect federal funding that the State of New Jersey 
will receive in future years. 
 
 
Nina Levinson        .2010 Census Forms           Ms. Thomas 
1560 West St. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 9:10 p.m.  
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                            Thursday, February 11, 2010 @8:00 p.m. 
  
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Kasofsky, Sargenti, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich spoke to the huge snowstorm that occurred this 
past Tuesday night into Wednesday.  The DPW has been working 
around the clock to remove the snow and plow the streets.  He 
asked the residents to be patient if their specific streets 
haven’t been plowed yet.  He added that residents can contact the 
DPW and the DPW will send someone out as fast as they can.  The 
Borough also has to deal with the problem of storing the snow once 
it has been removed from the streets.   
 
 He stated that the Borough just finished a meeting fifteen 
minutes ago with Tucker Developer regarding Redevelopment Area 5.  
He spoke to the previous held five town hall meetings where 
residents heard the proposals of the four developers as well as 
the fifth meeting where the Mayor and Council heard the resident’s 
comments and questions without any of the proposers being present.  
The Borough beginning earlier this week, specifically in closed 
session, spoke to Fort Lee Redevelopment Associates and next week 
Amerea Development will be coming in.  He believes after the 
meeting is concluded next week that the final deliberation phase 



  

will commence unless the Mayor and Council and its professionals 
deem that additional meetings are needed.  He remains proud of the 
selection process as it has been transparent throughout the entire 
process at every level. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 7, 2010 
Reorganization Meeting were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 14, 
2010 Executive Session were approved. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 14, 
2010 Regular Meeting were approved.  
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the January 21, 
2010 Executive Session were approved. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance #2010-5 - Amending Chapter 388, Sections 14 and 69 
Placement of a Handicapped Parking Space by 227 McElroy Avenue 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2010-5 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTIONS 14 AND 69 OF THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING 
SPACES,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 11, 
2010. 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-6 -  Appropriating $245,000 for Roadway 
Improvements to North Avenue and Eighth Street 
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2010-6 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
APPROPRIATING $245,000 FOR THE NORTH AVENUE AND EIGHTH STREET 
PROJECTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved on the following roll call, and 
the public hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for 
March 11, 2010. 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-7 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 36, Schedule 
XXI, and Section 37, Schedule XXII, Parking Prohibited When Road 
is Snow Covered on Linwood Avenue and Hudson Terrace from Main  



  

Street to State Highway Route 9W for Linwood Avenue and to the 
Borough of Englewood Cliffs Line at 0.09 Miles North of Washington 
Avenue for Hudson Terrace  
  
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman , 
Sargenti and carried, Ord. #2010-7 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE  
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AMENDING CHAPTER 388, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE V, SCHEDULES, 
SECTION 67, SCHEDULE XXI PARKING PROHIBITED CERTAIN TIMES DURING 
WINTER MONTHS, AND SECTION 68 SCHEDULE XXII PARKING PROHIBITED 
WHEN ROAD IS SNOW COVERED, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT 
LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for March 11, 
2010. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinance #2010-1 – Repealing Chapter 12 Beautification Committee 
and Replacing it With Chapter 48 an Environmental and 
Beautification Committee 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2010-1 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 12 
BEAUTIFICAITON COMMITTEE AND REPLACING IT WITH CHAPTER 48 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND BEAUTIFCATION COMMITTEE.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
Ordinance #2010-2 – Repealing and Replacing Chapter 261, Land Use 
Procedures, Article I, Planning Board and Any Similar Uncodified  
Ordinances 
  

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman  
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2010-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING 
CHAPTER 261 LAND USE PROCEDURES ARTICLE I PLANNING BOARD AND ANY 
SIMILAR UNCODIFIED ORDINANCES.” 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to the word 
compensation used in the Ordinance. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich said there is no financial compensation to any 
member of the Planning Board. 
 
 Mr. Cohen stated that there were five ordinances within the 
Borough’s code that affected the Planning Board.  This ordinance 
consolidates those ordinances and generally follows the State 
ordinance with regard to the makeup of the Planning Board. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 



  

 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
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Ordinance #2010-3 – Amending Ordinance #2009-41 Which Was Adopted 
on December 17, 2009 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule    
I, No Parking on a Portion of Bridle Way Northbound at the Apex of 
Bridle Way and Cumbermeade Road 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2010-3 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2009-41 WHICH WAS 
ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE ON 
DECEMBER 17, 2009 SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE 
I OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE ENTITLED NO PARKING.” 
 
 Mr. Grant explained the amendment being made to the public. 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted unanimously.  
  
 
Ordinance #2010-4 - Bond Ordinance for Fire Pumper and Other 
Related Equipment - $900,000.00 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti and carried, the public hearing was opened relative to 
Ord. #2010-4- entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 
ACQUISITION OF A FIRE TRUCK AND OTHER RELATED EQUIPMENT IN AND BY 
THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $900,000 THEREFOE AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$855,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF.” 
 
 There being no public discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti. 
 
 Mr. Goldberg stated that this ordinance was done as a last 
resort.  The Borough tried to do joint ventures with other towns 
as well as speaking to the Port Authority about using there fire 
truck.   
 
 Mr. Cervieri added that the Borough tried to rehabilitate the 
old fire truck which the Borough was able to use for an extra 
couple of years. The fire truck being replaced is over twenty five 
years old. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the older model truck was 
susceptible to rusting from the inside out.  The new truck’s foam 
is mixed as it’s ejected from the pump.  The Borough’s old truck 
was at a maximum only going to be good for a couple of years, but 
with considerable cost repairs.  This piece of apparatus will go 
out on every call as it services the other pieces of fire 
equipment.  The new truck is needed for the safety and health of 



  

its residents. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Ordinance was adopted on the following roll call: 
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AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
            Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the 
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                 $14,696,754.56 
Capital                                           53,581.01 
Road Improvement Plan                                134.11  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 
Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                                     n/a 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    4,290.00 
Trip Admissions                                       35.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         81,044.14 
Special Dog Account                                1,359.00 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                             150.00 
Redemption Account                             2,958,550.25 
School Resource Account                            1,056.38 
Dedicated Penalties                               31,501.22 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    1,676.86 
Police Justice                                     3,246.55 
 
Total:                                       $17,833,397.08 
 
 
CA-2 - Authorizing Hiring of Laique Ahmed, Michael DeLiberto,  
Maria Emadzadeh, Susan Harbus and Jairo Pacheco as School Crossing 
Guards - $17.06 Hourly 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following be appointed as school crossing guards in 
the Borough of Fort Lee without authority to carry a firearm 
retroactive to Wednesday, January 13, 2010. 



  

 
Laique Ahmed 

1403 Teresa Drive – 3E 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
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Susan Harbus 
2175 Ellery Avenue 

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 

Jairo Pacheco 
400 Fairview Avenue – 5C 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

 
Maria Emadzadeh 
271 14th Street 

Palisades Park, New Jersey 07650 
 

Michael DeLiberto 
102 Third Street 

Wood-Ridge, New Jersey 07075 
 
 

CA-3 - Authorizing that the Corner of Main Street and Central Road  
be Commemoratively Named as “John Barrymore Way”  
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee, 
seeks to honor the most famous acting family in American history,  
 
the Barrymore family, who resided in the Coytesville section of 
Fort Lee from 1900 thru 1905; and 
 
     WHEREAS, John Barrymore, the most famous actor in that 
family, made his stage debut at the age of 18 in 1900 in August 
Thomas’s one-act comedy, “A Man of the World” staged at 
Buckheister’s Hotel on Main Street and Central Road in Fort Lee by 
Barrymore’s father, Maurice Barrymore for the benefit of the Fort 
Lee Fire Department; and 
 
     WHEREAS, John, Ethel and Lionel Barrymore all made films in 
Fort Lee during Fort Lee’s days as the motion picture center of 
the United States; and  
 
     WHEREAS, John Barrymore’s birthday is February 15th and in 
honor of his birthday the Fort Lee Film Commission, the Fort Lee 
Coalition For The Arts, and In Napoli Restaurant, will hold a 
Barrymore birthday fundraiser to benefit the Fort Lee High School 
Thespian Society and said event will take place on February 15th 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. across the street from the site where 
John Barrymore made his stage debut, and on every February 15th, 
John Barrymore’s birthday will be celebrated with a fundraiser for 
the Fort Lee High School Thespian Society; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Film Commission, the Fort Lee 
Historical Society, the Fort Lee Historic Site, Structure, 
Cultural and Landmark Committee and the Fort Lee Coalition for the 
Arts has petitioned the Governing Body to commemoratively name the 
intersection of Main Street and Central Road as JOHN BARRYMORE WAY 
in recognition of his stage debut in Fort Lee of the most 
prominent actor in American history, 
 
    NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 



  

the Borough of Fort Lee, commemoratively name the intersection of 
Main Street and Central Road as JOHN BARRYMORE WAY and that a 
street sign with a commemorative street marker be installed at 
said intersection. 
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CA-4 - Designating The Press Journal as One of the Borough’s          
Official Newspapers for Official Advertisements and Legal Notices 
as Required by Law 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that pursuant to NJSA 40:53-1, the following newspaper is  
hereby designated as official advertisements and notices required 
by law to be published by the Borough of Fort Lee: 
 

The Press Journal 
 
 
CA-5 - Authorizing the Borough to Leverage it 2010-2011 PARIS  
Grant Funds to Bergen County - $40,000 (Shared Services Project) 
 

THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
Department of State 

Division of Archives and Records Management 
 

PARIS Grants Program 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that, 
  

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has launched its pioneering 
Public Archives and Records Infrastructure Support (PARIS) grant  
program to meet the strategic records management, preservation, 
and storage needs of county and municipal governments; and 
 

WHEREAS, a top priority of the PARIS grants program is to 
achieve efficiencies of cost and operation through shared services 
and to create a service structure for municipalities that do not 
have the resources to create one for themselves; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the 2010-11 grant cycle, priority funding will be 

given to county shared services projects with its constituent 
municipalities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee desires to collaborate with 

the County of Bergen in the performance of PARIS Grant Shared 
Services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is acknowledging that their 

eligible funding of $40,000.00 will be leveraged with County of 
Bergen; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is acknowledging that the 

County of Bergen would be both the lead agency and the applicant 
for such a proposal; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Borough of Fort Lee does support 
and commit to cooperation and participation in the PARIS grant for 
the purposes set forth above, and to execute and deliver all 
documents required incident thereto. 



  

 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Fairview Equities  
LLC (Pocket License) for 2009-2010 
 

WHEREAS, on January 14, 2010 a Special Ruling was granted 
from the State of New Jersey, Division of Alcoholic Beverage  
Regular Meeting                                   February 11, 2010 
                                                            Page #8 
 
Control, to permit consideration of a liquor license renewal for 
one (1) plenary retail consumption license for the period of 2009-
2010; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the renewal application for 2009-2010 has been filed 
in the Borough Clerk’s Office in a timely manner, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the following inactive license shall 
be renewed for the licensing year 2009-2010: 
 
 Liquor License # Licensee 
 

   0219-33-044-007     Fairview Equities LLC. 
 
 ; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby 

is authorized and directed to sign said license and affix the 
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-7 - Authorizing Liquor License Renewal for Madelemily LLC for 
2009-2010 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following plenary retail distribution license for 
2009/2010 be issued to the applicant listed below for the premises  
designated opposite its respective name for the distribution or 
sale of alcoholic beverages.  
 
STATE LICENSE #   LICENSEE  ADDRESS              TRADE 
                                                           NAME 
 
0219-44-015-004   MADELEMILY LLC    1566 Lemoine Avenue     n/a   
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to sign said licenses and affix the  
corporate seal of the Borough of Fort Lee thereto. 
 
 
CA-8 - Approving Change Order #1 for English Paving Co. Inc.,  
Clifton, New Jersey for Using Less Construction Materials Than 
Originally Projected for Roadway Improvements to North Avenue – (- 
$21,750.55)  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following Change Order be approved: 
 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION:      Roadway Improvements to North Avenue 
                            and Eighth Street 
                             
CONTRACTOR:                English Paving Co., Inc. 
                           650 Route 46 West 



  

                           Clifton, New Jersey 07013 
 
ENGINEER:                  Boswell McClave Engineering 
 
CHANGE ORDER #:            1 
 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT COST:    $197,119.45 
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COST OF CHANGE ORDER      ($-21,750.55) 
 
NEW CONTRACT SUM:          $175,368.90 
 
NATURE OF CHANGES:         Reflect on As-Builts – Fewer Materials 
                            Used Than Originally Projected 
 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT #          Ord. #2010-4         
 
 
CA-9 - Approving Taxi Owner’s License for (Justin Sasso) Go Med  
Transit, LLC d/b/a 9 Lime Car Service at 1605 John Street  
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE GRANTING A  
  TAXI LICENSE TO GO MED TRANSIT, LLC 

 
WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Justin Sasso, Go 

Med Transit, LLC d/b/a 9 Lime Car Service at 1605 John Street, 
Fort Lee, New Jersey for a license to operate a taxi business 
owner's license in the Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, local ordinance provides that only eight (8) such 
companies can operate within the Borough of Fort Lee and currently 
there are seven (7) taxi businesses currently operating; and 
 

WHEREAS, the application for the license was originally 
denied for various reasons; and 
 

WHEREAS, the denial was appealed and Justin Sasso presented 
evidence that justifies an alteration of the Borough’s original  
findings; and 
 

WHEREAS, in light of this evidence, and the determination of 
the Borough Administrator, who was the hearing officer for the 
appeal, the Governing Body now desires to grant the license; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has also been reviewed and approved by 
the Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau for an office 
at 1605 John Street, with the parking of taxis at the same 
location,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon payment of the 
applicable license fees, the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized 
and directed to issue a taxi business owner's license to Go Med 
Transit, LLC, d/b/a 9 Lime Car Service for the operation of a taxi 
service from 1605 John Street which includes the parking of taxis 
at the same address. 
 
 
CA-10 - Accepting Boswell’s Proposal to Prepare a Topographic  
Survey and Prepare Documents for Roadway Improvements to Myrtle 
Avenue - Fee Not to Exceed $18,000.00 
 
        A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  



  

        PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed engineer to 
prepare construction plans and specifications related to the 
installation of improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough; and 
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 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Boswell 
McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) to perform such professional 
engineer services in accordance with its proposal, dated January 
12, 2010, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional engineering 
services related to the preparation of construction plans and 
specifications for the installation of improvements to Myrtle 
Avenue in the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous of 
awarding a contract for professional engineering services to 
Boswell in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Boswell at a cost not to exceed $18,000, and the  
contract for such professional engineering services is awarded 
pursuant to a “fair and open” process in accordance with the New 
Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds are 
available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of 
construction plans and specifications for the installation of 
improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough is in the best 
interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract 
is necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional engineering services related to the preparation of 



  

construction plans and specifications for the installation of 
improvements to Myrtle Avenue in the Borough, in accordance with 
its proposal, dated January 12, 2010, attached hereto and made a 
part hereof, and the terms and provisions of the agreement by and 
between Boswell and the Borough, dated as of January 1, 2010, for 
services as the Borough Engineer. 
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 2. That upon 80% completion of the engineering work 
pursuant to this resolution, Boswell shall provide written notice 
to the Borough Clerk as to whether the services will be completed 
within the budget established for the services.  If the services 
are expected to exceed the budget, Boswell shall submit a detailed 
cost overrun schedule for review and consideration by the Borough. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That this resolution must be available for public 
inspection, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-11 - Awarding Bids to Sutphen Corporation, Amilin, Ohio for the  
Purchase of a Fire Truck Foam Pumper - $815,490.52 and New Jersey 
Fire Equipment Co., Green Brook, New Jersey for Various 
Firefighting Equipment - $45,087.00 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FORT LEE AWARDING CONTRACTS FOR THE PURCHASE OF A 
NEW FIRE TRUCK-FOAM PUMPER AND FIREFIGHTER EQUIPMENT 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to purchase a new fire truck-foam pumper for use by 
the Fort Lee Fire Department for the protection of its citizens; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough rejected a sole bid for the purchase of a fire truck-foam 
pumper in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2(c) and the 
applicable bid documents and specifications based upon a 
determination that insufficient funds were available for the 
contract; and 
  

WHEREAS, on December 2, 2009, pursuant to resolution and in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq., the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of a new fire 
truck and various firefighter equipment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 16, 2009, bid packages were received 
from the following entities in response to the Borough’s public 
solicitation for bids for the purchase of a new fire truck-foam 
pumper and various firefighter equipment: 
 

Fire Truck-Foam Pumper 
Sutphen Corporation     $815,490.52 
7000 Columbus-Marysville Road 



  

Amilin, Ohio 43002-0148 
 
Firefighter Equipment 

 New Jersey Fire Equipment Co.   $  45,087.00  
            923 N. Washington Avenue 
 Green Brook, New Jersey 08812 
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; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough determined that the bid submitted by 
Sutphen Corporation is in compliance with the requirements of the 
bid specifications and that Sutphen Corporation constitutes the 
lowest responsible and complying bidder for a the purchase of a 
new fire truck-foam pumper; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough determined that the bid submitted by 
New Jersey Fire Equipment Co. is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that New Jersey Fire 
Equipment Co. constitutes the lowest responsible and complying 
bidder for a the purchase of a firefighter equipment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has 
reviewed its available funds and has determined that sufficient 
funds are available at this time for the purchase of a new fire 
truck-foam pumper and firefighter equipment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of 
contracts for the purchase of a new fire truck-foam pumper and 
firefighter equipment is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Sutphen Corporation, Amilin, Ohio, is awarded a 
contract for the purchase of a new fire truck-foam pumper in 
accordance with its bid in the amount of $815,490.52.  
 
 2. That New Jersey Fire Equipment Co., Green Brook, New 
Jersey is awarded a contract for the purchase of firefighter 
equipment in accordance with its bid in the amount of $45,087.00. 
  
 3. That the Mayor is authorized to execute contracts with 
Sutphen Corporation and New Jersey Fire Equipment Co. in  
accordance with their respective bids for the fire truck-foam 
pumper and firefighter equipment. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
funds are available for the purchase of a fire truck-foam pumper 
and firefighter equipment.  
 
 5. That the Borough Administrator and Purchasing Consultant 
shall take such steps are necessary under applicable New Jersey 
law to procure the balance of the firefighter equipment not bid by 
New Jersey Fire Equipment Co. 
   
 6. That the bids and contracts shall be available for 
public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-12 - Awarding Contract to Robert McNerney of McNerney &  
Associates, Inc., Glen Rock, New Jersey to Prepare a Tax Court 



  

Appraisal for One and Two Executive Drive 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
  OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
  PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the owners of Fort Lee EP, LLC, filed a complaint 
with the Tax Court in 2009 to challenge the total assessment of  
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the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) of $99 million on premises 
located at One and Two Executive Drive; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order for the Borough to defend the assessment 
of the property and commercial buildings located at former Block 
6401, Lot 8, currently known as Block 6451, Lot 5 and known as 
Executive Park, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to retain the services of a licensed appraiser to 
prepare an appraisal; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of Robert 
McNerney of McNerney Associates (“McNerney”) to perform such 
professional appraisal services in accordance with its proposal, 
dated December 31, 2009, (Available in the Office of the Borough 
Clerk); and 
 
 WHEREAS, McNerney possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide professional appraisal 
services related to the preparation of an appraisal with regard to 
the Executive Park property; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of awarding a contract for professional appraisal services to 
McNerney in accordance with the procedures mandated under the 
Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional appraisal services will be 
performed by McNerney at a cost of $15,000, including all out-of-
pocket expenses, which amount is less than the threshold of 
$17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is not subject 
to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose, and 
 



  

 WHEREAS, the award of a contract for preparation of an 
appraisal with regard to the Executive Park property in the 
Borough is in the best interests of the Borough and the 
implementation of this contract is necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New  
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Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That McNerney 266 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New Jersey 
07452 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform professional 
appraisal services related to the preparation of an appraisal with 
regard to the Executive Park property in the Borough, in 
accordance with its proposal, dated December 31, 2009. 
 
 2. That McNerney is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 
of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 3. That a notice of the contract award shall be published, 
and this resolution must be available for public inspection, in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 4. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 
current funds are available for this purpose. 
 
 5. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-13 - Awarding Contract to CGP&H, LLC, East Windsor, New Jersey 
to be the Borough’s Grant Writer for 2010 – Fee Not to Exceed 
$17,000.00 

 
 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
 OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO CGP&H, LLC FOR  
 SECURING GRANTS ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) to award a contract to a qualified company for 
securing grants available from federal, state, county and other 
funding sources for the benefit of the Borough during 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has solicited, pursuant to the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and received a 
proposal from CGP&H, LLC for the provision of such grant services 
on behalf of the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes the purchase of any goods or  
services whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold without 
public advertising for bids and bidding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposal from CGP&H, LLC offers to provide the 
required services for an amount not to exceed $17,000.00; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough, having 
reviewed and considered the proposal, desire to authorize the 
services for the procurement by CGP&H, LLC of grants on behalf of 
the Borough in an amount not to exceed $17,000.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the procurement of grants by CGP&H, LLC on behalf 
of the Borough will be performed at a cost that is below the 



  

threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play 
Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., and, therefore, the contract is 
exempt from the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available for the 
provision of grant procurement services by CGP&H, LLC on behalf of  
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the Borough and such services are necessary to the Borough 
exercising fiscal responsibility for the benefit of its citizens,  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that CGP&H, LLC, 569 Abbington Drive, Suite E, East 
Windsor, New Jersey, is awarded a contract for the provision of 
grant procurement services on behalf of the Borough in accordance 
with its proposal in an amount not to exceed $17,000.00; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 
competitive bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 
Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the 
goods or services does not exceed the bidding threshold; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with CGP&H, LLC for the provision 
of grant procurement services on behalf of the Borough; and.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the provision of grant 
procurement services on behalf of the Borough; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the provision of grant 
procurement services is necessary to the Borough in exercising 
fiscal responsibility for the benefit of its citizens; and.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office; and. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall advertise 
the award of the contract as may be required by applicable law.  
 
 
CA-14 - Opposing the Bergen County Utilities Authority et al.  
Decision to Abandon the Collection of Household Batteries Through 
Their Household Hazardous Waste Collections Program 
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE OPPOSING THE ABOANDONMENT BY THE COUNTY  
      OF BERGEN OF ITS PROGRAM TO RECYCLE HOUSEHOLD BATTERIES 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Recycling Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1E-99.11 
et seq. (the “Recycling Act”) establishes the State’s policy to 
mandate the source separation of marketable waste materials and  
recycling of reusable materials in order to return these materials 
to the economic main stream rather than disposing of them in 
landfills; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Recycling Act declares the State’s long-term 
commitment to an effective solid waste management policy, and 
requires the recycling of marketable materials by every 
municipality in the State; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has enacted a comprehensive recycling 
program in accordance with the State’s policy as enunciated in the 



  

Recycling Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has been advised by the County of 
Bergen that it will no longer recycle certain types of batteries 
normally used for household purposes and that citizens should 
dispose of such batteries with their household garbage; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough believes that the recycling of  
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batteries is not only environmentally responsible, but also 
results in a savings on solid waste disposal costs for the 
Borough; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough believe that 
it is contrary to the State’s recycling policy as established in 
the Recycling Act and will result in increased costs to the 
Borough for solid waste disposal as a result of the County’s 
discontinuance of the recycling of batteries;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, that it opposes the County’s proposed discontinuance of 
the recycling of batteries because it will negatively impact the 
environment and result in additional costs to the Borough for 
solid waste disposal; and 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is directed to 
send a copy of this resolution to the County of Bergen. 
 
 
CA-15 - Awarding Contract to Greenbaum Rowe Smith & Davis, LLP 
to Serve as Special Counsel for the Purpose of Reviewing and 
Evaluating the Legal Aspects of the Land Use LLC Report Dated 
April 2, 2009 (Fort Lee Cooperatives and Their Future) - $10,000         
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE APPOINTING GREENBAUM ROWE SMITH & DAVIS LLP AS 
SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR REVIEW OF PLANNING REPORT 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee (the “Borough”) engaged the 

services of Peter Abeles, P.P. (“Abeles) to prepare a report 
entitled “The Future of Affordable Housing in Fort Lee New Jersey” 
(the “Report”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Report was completed on April 2, 2009 and 

presented to the Governing Body and contains recommendations 
concerning possible tax abatement State and local legislation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body now desires to hire Special 

Counsel to review and evaluate the Report and provide a legal 
analysis of its legislative and other recommendations; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body has requested and received a 

proposal from Greenbaum Rowe Smith & Davis, LLP for professional 
services to serve as Special Counsel for this purpose; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has determined that Greenbaum 
Rowe Smith & Davis, LLP are qualified to serve as Special Counsel 
and desires to accept their proposal,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Governing Body hereby appoints 
Greenbaum Rowe Smith & Davis, Metro Corporate Campus One, P.O. Box 
5600, Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095-0988 to serve as Special 



  

Counsel to review and evaluate the Report for a flat fee of 
$10,000.00 plus payment of reasonable of out-of-pocket expenses 
such as photocopying, mail and messenger services, in accordance 
with the proposal submitted on January 27, 2010.    
 
 Douglas Sugarman, 2100 Linwood Avenue, questioned CA-15. 
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Messrs. Sokolich, Cervieri and Pohan responded to his 
questions. 
 
    Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, spoke to CA-5 and CA-13. 
 
 Mr. Grant responded to CA-5 and Ms. Thomas replied to CA-13. 
 

There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15) was 
approved unanimously. 
 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 

A-1 – Historic Site, Structure, Cultural & Landmark Committee 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Alex Fidelman to serve as a member 
of the Historic Site, Structure, Cultural, & Landmark Committee 
for an unexpired term through December 31, 2012. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
A-2 – Environmental & Beautification Committee 
 
 There was no action taken on this item tonight. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – reported on the passing of William Dennis, a 
former employee, who worked for the DPW.  His father, Ian Dennis, 
was a Councilman for the Borough in the early 1960’s. 
 
 He commended all the Borough employees who worked during the 
snowstorm.  He notified the residents not to throw snow back into 
the streets.  People can and will be issued summonses for not 
adhering to the Borough code.  
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – mentioned that there is a State law that 
mandates people’s cars be cleared of snow and ice on the roofs of 
their vehicles.  It’s very dangerous when ice goes flying off into 
other people’s cars which can lead to serious accidents.   
 
 He announced that the Fort Lee Film Commission will be 
holding a birthday party for legendary actor John Barrymore which 
moneys will be used to benefit the Fort Lee High School Thespian 



  

Society.  The event will take place on Monday, February 15h at In 
Napoli Restaurant from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The cost is $15.00.  
Fifteen minutes before the party commences the commemorative sign 
for John Barrymore will be unveiled at the corner of Main Street 
and Central Road. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – praised the Borough employees for handling 
the snow removal.  He reiterated Mr. Sohmer’s comments that  
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residents should not be dumping their snow back into the streets.  
He asked the residents to throw their snow into their yards where 
possible.  He reminded everyone to give enough braking distance 
when driving as there is black snow in the roadways and it’s 
sometimes impossible to see it. 
  
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Health Department has 
announced that the Pandemic Flu is almost over.  She mentioned 
that the Health Department has applied for and received over 
$130,000 in grants to fight H1N1.  The Health Department has also 
saved over $12,000 by assuming certain duties that have been 
outsourced over the years. 
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – stated that this past week an election 
victory party was held.  He thanked Kay Nest and the volunteers 
who worked so hard to return him and Councilman Sohmer back onto 
the Council.  It was a well-attended party. 
 
  
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
 
 On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:41 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
                            Thursday, January 14, 2010 @8:00 p.m. 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New 
Jersey. 
 
 PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                    Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                    J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney  
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 1.  On January 7, 2010, this body by resolution adopted a 
schedule of regular meetings.  The time, date and location of this 
meeting was accurately set forth therein. 
 
 2.  On January 8, 2010, a copy of said schedule was posted at 
309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ.  On the same date, a copy of said 
schedule was mailed to THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL and TIME WARNER 
CABLE and filed with the Borough Clerk.  Copies have also been 
mailed to all persons who have requested same and who have prepaid 
the $10.00 fee for the year 2010 to cover the cost of providing 
notice. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Sokolich asked that everyone keep the people of Haiti 
in their thoughts as the country is suffering through the horrible 
aftermath from their recent earthquake.   
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that there are a lot of issues and 
problems in the Borough, but the Fire Department is not one of 
them.  He’s proud of each and every member of the department.  The 
members are incredibly loyal and on behalf of the entire governing 
body he stated that the entire Fire Department makes Fort Lee a 
better place to live. 
 

FIRE CHIEFS’ SWEARING IN CEREMONY (OATHS OF OFFICE) 
 
 Mayor Sokolich administered the Oaths of Office to the newly 
elected Chief, Deputy Chief, Battalion Chief, Captains and 
Lieutenants for the Fort Lee Volunteer Fire Department. 
 
  Fire Chief William Chippane thanked the Mayor and Council for 



  

allowing the Fire Department the time to swear in the officers for 
2010. 
 

OATHS OF OFFICE CONTINUED 
 

1st Lieutenants:  Chris Ipek, Lane Goldstein   
 
First Lieutenants Philip Craddock and Steven Piccinich were 

unable to attend tonight’s meeting. 
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2nd Lieutenants: Thomas Piper, Donald Sauvageot, Bryan 

Drumgoole and Chris Richter 
 

Captains: Bruce Holtje, Gary Krautmann, Mark Sulcov, and 
John Pascale 
 
 Battalion Chief: Keith Sabatino.  His wife Jodi and his 
daughter Isabella held the Bible.  His father Casper pinned on his 
badge. 
 

Deputy Chief: Jeffrey Silver.  His wife, Esther and his 
children, Sara and Elizabeth held the Bible. His wife Esther also 
pinned on his badge. 
 

Chief:   William Chippane. His son Justin held the Bible, and 
his son Brandon pinned on his badge. 
 
 

SPEECHES/PRESENTATION 
  
 Steven Curry, outgoing 2009 Fire Chief, made the following 
speech. 
 

“It has been an honor to have been Chief of The Fort Lee Fire 
Department for a second time.  I would like to especially thank 
the membership of Fire Company #3 for giving me this opportunity.  
Capt. Mark Sulcov, Lt. Lane Goldstein, and Lt. Keith Elisberg for 
their tireless efforts preparing the numerous functions we hosted 
throughout the year.  Department Secretary Cindy Vida and 
department clerk Nadine Lerman for there professionalism and hard 
work. Thanks to Chief Chiappane and Silver who were always 
available to assist with whatever I asked them to help with.  Good 
luck to Chief Sabatino who has always performed his job as a 
professional through the ranks.  It was an honor to serve under 
Chiefs Jeff Bernard and Jack Siccardi in 2007 and 2008.  To my 
line officers for their support and professionalism, I could ask 
for no better, and to all the membership for their tireless 
contributions to this department and protecting the citizens of 
Fort Lee. 
 

Holding the position of Chief in 2009 has been much different 
then it was in 1985.  The makeup of our membership, the respect 
levels, the required training, the costs of running this 
department all were a lot different. 
 

When first taking command this past January, I was met with 
my first big challenge of the year the budget.  In 1985, I believe 
my budget was approximately $200,000. Today our budget has grown 
to over $1,000,000.  Much of this increase can be attributed to 
our stipend program which was a necessary evil implemented back in 
the late 1980’s in order to provide incentive for our members to 
remain living in town and keep our department Volunteer.  This 
program has been very successful in doing that but has changed the 



  

thinking of many members.  When I firs joined this department in 
1975 there was no stipend and you volunteered your time to help 
your fellow neighbor, the only compensation was a $250 clothing 
allowance and self satisfaction. You did it, because you wanted to 
not because there was money involved. 
 

At this year’s budget meeting I was asked to see where we 
might be able to make some cutbacks due to the worst financial 
times since the great depression.  I looked at where the most 
money is spent which is the stipend program.  I met with the  
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stipend administrator and reviewed statistics and based on those 
statistics, made some necessary changes in areas where I felt the  

 
system was being abused.  I presented my findings to the Mayor ad  
Council and convinced them to put the changes in place and include  
them in the Borough Ordinance so they could not be easily changed  
without the Mayor and Council’s approval. 
 

As you can imagine this was not met very kindly with some of 
the membership of my department especially the ones abusing the 
system.  So the campaign of cartoons, unsigned letters to the 
newspapers, websites, and member’s homes, etc. began.  Curry was 
killing the department’s moral, endangering the public, making 
decisions without the department’s approval and all this because I 
was doing what a good manager should do, properly manage.  Cut 
abuse where abuse exists.  No member was ever told not to respond 
to calls, however they were limited to what calls they would get 
stipend credit for. 
 

Once these changes were implemented these members refused to 
go to the calls because they weren’t getting paid for them.  I 
ask, is that the true meaning of a volunteer?  In the words of an 
old time member of Fire Co. #3 who has been deceased for many 
years now, Dominick Damico.  Those who care will always be there.   
 

This will be my 34th year as a member of this fine department 
more than half of which I served as a line or chief officer.  Do 
you think that I would ever jeopardize the safety of my members or 
the citizens of this community?  I say never. 
 

I recommend to the Mayor and Council that they not modify the 
changes that we implemented through ordinance to the stipend 
system.  Changes that I stand behind 100%.  Changes that have 
provided a more fair, cost effective, and productive system.  
 

This Mayor and Council, Borough Administrator Peggy Thomas, 
Borough Clerk  Neil Grant and CFO Joseph Iannaconi who sit behind 
me tonight have been unbelievably supportive to our department 
even in the terrible financial climate that we are experiencing. 
They continue to provide us with the most up to date equipment and 
training.  They have committed to replace our tanker foam unit 
which is necessary to provide safety to our residents with all the 
major highways that run through our borough with vehicles carrying 
dangerous chemicals and cargo on a daily basis in order to cross 
the George Washington Bridge. They have increased our life 
insurance to the state allowable maximum. They have purchased 
emergency escape systems for all our members, and still provide us 
with the best stipend program in the state if not the country.  
 

I say to all of them this evening thank you. 
 

In 2009 The Fort Lee Fire Department responded to its lowest 
amount of calls in over 10 years - 1386 alarms.  This is 



  

approximately 100 calls less than last year and over 300 calls 
less than 2003.  This can partially be credited to the Fire 
Prevention Bureau which is one of the best in the state.  One in 
which I have the honor of being in charge of.  Inspectors Jack 
Siccardi, John Pascale, Joseph Cariddi, Mary Boujotas, and Leah 
Wasserman all do a fine job.  
 

Our department continues to maintain our sleepover program 
with great success.  Seven nights a week, 365 nights a year, one 
of our firehouses are manned with five firefighters who respond  
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quickly to any and all calls for assistance. 
 

The citizens of Fort Lee are lucky and can rest easily 
knowing that they have the best emergency services Fire, Police, 
and Ambulance that anyone could ask for. 
 

The fire department still maintains over 120 highly trained  
members who are there 24/7 for your assistance and protection.  
Don’t pay attention to the poison that a few disenchanted members 
attempt to spread. 
 

In closing, I would like to congratulate all the new officers 
getting sworn in this evening. I say to all of you be officers 
that lead this department, do not let the department lead you. 
 

Thank you, God Bless you all and God Bless the Fort Lee Fire 
Department.” 
 

Chief Chippane and Deputy Chief Silver presented outgoing 
Fire Chief Steven Curry with his badges and shields. 
 
 Chief Chippane stated that the task of the Fire Department is 
challenging, but he’s confident that the department is prepared to 
move ahead and be stronger and more capable than ever.  As the 
future is mapped out there are critical challenges ahead that will 
be addressed.  Training and new technology must be kept up with.  
All new recruits must complete 156 hours of firefighting  
training.  The new personal escape system for the members is being 
installed this year.  This has been in the works since 2004.  A 
grant has been received from the 200 Club to purchase the first 
halo firefighting blanket which will be used for wind driven fires 
in high-rises.   
 
 He thanked the Mayor and Council, Ms. Thomas, Mr. Grant, Kay 
Nest, the Police Department, the Volunteer Ambulance Corp members, 
Fire Department Secretary Cindy Vida, all of the former Fire 
Chiefs for their words of wisdom, his line officers, Fire Co. #4 
members and the entire Fire Department.  
 
 In closing he thanked his wife, Paula and his sons Brandon 
and Justin for letting him accomplish what he set out to do by 
being the highest ranking officer in 2010 for the Fort Lee Fire 
Department. 
 
 He invited everyone back to Fire Co. #4 for food and 
refreshments.   
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, the meeting was recessed for a short break. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the meeting was reconvened. 
 



  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
 On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the December 17, 
2009/January January 7, 2010 Recessed Meeting were approved. 
 
  

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
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Ordinance #2010-2 - Repealing and Replacing Chapter 261, 
Land Use Procedures, Article I, Planning Board and Any Similar 
Uncodified Ordinances  
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2010-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 261 LAND USE PROCEDURES ARTICLE I 
PLANNING BOARD AND ANY SIMILAR UNCODIFIED ORDINANCES,” was  
introduced and passed on first reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 11, 
2010. 
 
 
Ordinance #2010-3 – Amending Ordinance #2009-41 Which Was Adopted 
on December 17, 2009 - Amending Chapter 388, Section 43, Schedule 
I, No Parking on a Portion of Bridle Way Northbound at the Apex of 
Bridle Way and Cumbermeade Road 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and carried, Ord. #2010-2 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING ORDINANCE 2009-41 WHICH WAS ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNING BODY 
OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE ON DECEMBER 17, 2009 SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 388, SECTION 43, SCHEDULE I OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FORT LEE ENTITLED NO PARKING,” was introduced and passed on first 
reading. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 11, 
2010. 
  
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced and the  
public hearing was opened relative to items CA-1 through CA-15. 
 
CA-1 - Payment of Claims 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims, the details for 
which are attached hereto and made a part hereof, are hereby 
authorized to be paid, having been audited and found correct by 
the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer. 
 
ACCOUNT         AMOUNT 
 
Current                                  $7,344,596.78 
Capital                                          724,739.60 
Road Improvement Plan                              3,217.83  
Multiple Dwelling                                       n/a 



  

Construction Fees                                       n/a 
COAH Fees                                               n/a 
Trust Account (Old)                               19,567.00 
Senior Citizen Advisory Council                    1,428.00 
Trip Admissions                                      930.00 
Wedding Fees                                            n/a 
Trust Account (Accutrack)                         49,895.40 
Special Dog Account                                  359.00 
Centennial Fund                                         n/a 
Disability Insurance Trust                              n/a 
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Unemployment Compensation Trust                         n/a 
Public Assistance Trust Fund                            n/a 
Fort Lee Film Commission                           5,335.00 
Redemption Account                                27,640.50 
School Resource Account                            1,056.38 
Dedicated Penalties                                2,153.91 
POAA                                                    n/a 
Cop Card Donation                                       n/a 
Police Treasury                                    3,000.30 
Police Justice                                     1,374.00 
 
Total:                                        $8,185,293.70 
 
 
CA-2 - Approving Raffle License #1002 for Heightened Independence 
and Progress HIP, Hackensack, New Jersey  

 
WHEREAS, Heightened Independence & Progress HIP, 131 Main 

Street, Suite 120, Hackensack, New Jersey, has submitted a raffle 
application for May 1, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Fort Lee has 
determined that the license application is complete in all 
respects, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body hereby 
approves raffle application #1002, pending final approval from the 
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission. 
 
 
CA-3 - Authorizing the Hiring of Seasonal Employees for the 
Recreation Department – Termination Date March 31st 
 

WHEREAS, part-time seasonal positions exist with the 
Department of Recreation and the Mayor and Council have determined 
that these positions must be filled, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of  
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the attached list of personnel 
(available in the office of the Borough Clerk) be appointed to the 
positions and rates of compensation indicated with the Department 
of Recreation; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached list of  
Appointments (available in the Office of the Borough Clerk) are 
part-time seasonal positions with an effective date of January 1, 
2010 and a termination date of March 31, 2010. 
 
 
CA-4 - Accepting Retirement Notices from Police Captain Joseph  
Zevits and Police Officers Joseph Gallo and Ray Flynn  
 



  

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the retirement notices dated November 29, 2009 and 
December 6, 2009 and January 4, 2010  respectively, submitted by 
Police Officers Raymond Flynn, Joseph Gallo and Captain Joseph 
Zevits, of  the Fort Lee Police Department, are hereby accepted; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Police Officer Flynn and Gallo’s 
and Captain Zevits’ effective dates of retirement from the Borough 
of Fort Lee will be February 1, 2010.    
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CA-5 - Authorizing Hiring of Aphrodite Microutsicos as a Tutor to  
the Fort Lee Police Department Stationhouse Adjustment Program - 
$35.00 Hourly (Monies to be Paid through a New Jersey Juvenile 
Justice Commission Grant) 
 

WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Police Department has been awarded a 
grant (J-J:102805) from the New Jersey Governor’s Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Committee to administer a 
Stationhouse Adjustment Program for juveniles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the juveniles may be required to be tutored and  
perform a certain number of hours of community service; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Police Department has recommended the hiring of 
Aphrodite Microutsicos to tutor juveniles as part of the 
stationhouse adjustment program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has been investigated and approved by 
the Juvenile Justice Commission, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the following individual be hired  
as recommended by the Police Department at the following hourly 
rates of compensation listed below: 
 

Aphrodite Microutsicos*  Tutor  $35.00 
 
; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Police Department is solely 
responsible in administering the number of hours that the 
aforementioned person shall work which shall be based on the 
number of juveniles in the program.  
 
*Retroactive Starting Date of 12-7-09 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Payment to Gotthold Paving, Edgewater, New  
Jersey, for Emergency Sewer Repairs Made to 2165-2205 Route 4 West 
- $37,600.00  
 

WHEREAS, an emergency condition exists to the safety and 
welfare of the public by the way of a sewer main collapse and 
blockages at the vicinity of 2165-2205 New Jersey State Highway #4 
West and the need to repair this exists; and 
 
     WHEREAS, said repairs to the sewer was declared an extreme 
emergency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Assistant Engineer, 
Superintendent of the Department of Public Works, and the 
Supervisor of Sewers, Gotthold Paving, P.O. Box 205, Edgewater, New 



  

Jersey 07020 was retained on an emergency basis to repair said 
sewer pipes, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee authorizes payment to Gotthold Paving, in 
the amount of $37,600.00 for the emergency sewer repairs; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer’s 
certificate of availability of funds is on file in the Office of  
the Borough Clerk and such funds are available under capital  
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account #04-2150-55-2924-031. 
 
 
CA-7 - Awarding Bid to Warnock Fleet, East Hanover, New Jersey for 
a 2010 Ford Expedition 4x4 for the Fire Department – $31,107.00  
 
      A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
     OF FORT LEE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE 
     OF A NEW FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4 VEHICLE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
(“Borough”) are desirous of contracting for the purchase of a new 
Ford Expedition XLT 4x4 vehicle for use by Borough personnel in  
performing vital municipal services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on December 7, 2009, pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., 
the Borough solicited bids for the purchase of a new Ford 
Expedition XLT 4x4 vehicle; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 18, 2009, bids were received in 
response to the Borough’s public solicitation from the following 
bidders:  
 
  Warnock Automotive, Inc. d/b/a 

Warnock Fleet and Leasing  $31,107.00 
 
  All American Ford, Inc.   $34,628.00 
; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the bid submitted 
by Warnock Fleet and Leasing is in compliance with the 
requirements of the bid specifications and that Warnock Fleet and 
Leasing constitutes the lowest responsible and complying bidder 
for the purchase of a new Ford Expedition XLT 4x4 vehicle; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed its available funds and 
has determined that sufficient funds are available to award a 
contract for the purchase of a new Ford Expedition XLT 4x4 
vehicle; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the award of this 
contract is necessary for its efficient operations,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that Warnock Automotive, Inc. d/b/a 
Warnock Fleet and Leasing 175 Route 10, East Hanover, New Jersey, 
is the lowest responsible and compliant bidder and is awarded the 
contract for the purchase of a new Ford Expedition XLT 4x4 vehicle 
in accordance with the applicable bid documents and specifications 
for the amount of $31,107.00; and  
 



  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with Warnock Fleet and Leasing 
for the purchase of a new Ford Expedition XLT 4x4 vehicle;  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that funds are available for the purchase of a new Ford 
Expedition XLT 4x4 vehicle; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the bid security of the other 
bidder be returned in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the original bid proposal and 
contract are available in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
CA-8 - Approving Boswell McClave’s Request for an Increase for  
Construction Inspection Service Fees for Roadway Improvements to 
North Avenue – $4,500.00   
 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
      OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO A CONTRACT  
      FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) awarded a contract to Boswell  
McClave Engineering (“Boswell”) as a licensed engineer to perform 
construction engineering and inspection services related to the 
installation of improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street in the 
Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on prior occasion, pursuant to resolution, the 
Borough awarded a contract to English Paving Company, Inc. 
(“English”) to provide services for he installation of 
improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street in the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the contract award to English included services at 
a base price of $162,774.77 and additional services under an 
alternate in the amount of $34,344.68; and 
 

WHEREAS, Boswell’s proposal for construction engineering and 
inspection services was based upon the base bid of English and did 
not include services for the additional work to be performed by 
English; and 

 
WHEREAS, Boswell proposed, in correspondence dated December 

17, 2009, to provide additional construction engineering and 
inspection services related to the additional services to be 
provided by English under its bid alternate for a amount of 
$4,500.00, causing Boswell’s total compensation to be an amount 
not to exceed $19,500.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 
services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 
employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 



  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain Boswell to perform such 
additional professional engineering services in accordance with 
its proposal, dated December 17, 2009, attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boswell possesses the requisite expertise and 
skilled personnel required to provide the additional professional 
construction engineering and inspection services related to the 
installation of improvements to North Avenue and 8th Street in the 
Borough; and  
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough are desirous 
of authorizing an amendment to Boswell’s contract for professional 
engineering services in accordance with the procedures mandated 
under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding must be available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the professional engineering services will be 
performed by Boswell at a cost not to exceed $19,500, which amount 
is above the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit 
Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the professional engineering services to be 
performed by Boswell are in accordance with a contract that was  
awarded pursuant to a “fair and open process,” in conformance with 
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that funds 
are available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the authorization to amend the contract for the 
performance of additional construction engineering and inspection 
services related to the installation of improvements to North 
Avenue and 8th Street in the Borough is in the best interests of 
the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary 
for the efficient operation of the Borough, 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That Boswell shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
such additional professional construction engineering and 
inspection services related to the installation of improvements to 
North Avenue and 8th Street in the Borough, in accordance with its 
proposal, dated December 17, 2009, attached hereto and made a part 
hereof. 
 
 2. That the contract with Boswell for the performance of 
professional construction engineering and inspection services 
related to the installation of improvements to North Avenue and 
8th Street in the Borough shall be and is hereby authorized to be 
amended to include additional compensation of $4,500, resulting in 
Boswell’s total compensation for the services to be an amount not 
to exceed $19,000, which services shall be billed on a time and 
material basis. 
 
 3. That Boswell is specifically placed on notice that it 
will be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations 



  

of P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 
 4. That a notice of the authorization to amend Boswell’s 
contract shall be published, and this resolution must be available 
for public inspection, in accordance with the requirements of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the 
availability of funds for this purpose. 
 
 6. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
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CA-9 - Opposing Public Law 2009, C.118 Resolution Opposing Tax  
Assessment Pilot Program Which was Created in Gloucester County 
 
        A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE ADOPTION OF P.L. 2009, 
        C. 118 AND ITS APPLICATION STATEWIDE 

 
WHEREAS, P.L. 2009, c. 118 was enacted by the New Jersey 

Legislature, and signed into law by the Governor on August 18, 
2009, creating a pilot program in Gloucester County, whereby the 
county will take over the tax assessment and valuation duties 
heretofore performed by municipal tax assessors; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort Lee 
understand that the legislature is considering the expansion of 
this pilot program statewide, consolidating the duties of every 
municipality’s tax assessor into those of the newly appointed 
county tax assessors; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough believes that local control of the 
municipal tax assessment and revaluation function is essential to 
the municipality’s ability to control costs and effectively budget 
for the future; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough believes that the local knowledge and 

expertise of a municipal tax assessor familiar with the properties 
within a municipality and local conditions affecting the community 
cannot be effectively and efficiently reproduced at the county 
level; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough believes that any potential cost savings 

to be realized by consolidation are outweighed by the local 
expertise and attention that local assessors currently provide to 
our state’s communities, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, 
object to and oppose the enactment of P.L. 2009, c. 118, and 
oppose any plan to expand the pilot program to Bergen County. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Municipal Clerk forward 

copies of this resolution to the Bergen County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders, District 38 Representatives, the Association of 
Municipal Assessors of New Jersey and the Surrounding 
Municipalities. 
 
      
CA-11 - Amending the Ambulance Service Fee Schedule for Services 
Provided by the Fort Lee Ambulance Corp 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AMENDING THE FEE SCHEDULE 



  

FOR SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE FORT LEE 
AMBULANCE CORP IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 
132, AMBULANCE SERVICES, OF THE MUNICIPAL 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE 

 
WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to amend the fee schedule for 
services performed by the Fort Lee Ambulance Corp (“Ambulance 
Corp”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on prior occasion pursuant to Ordinance #2008-44, 
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the Mayor and Council created the Ambulance Corp, a municipal 
billing ambulance service; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough bills for all services provided by the 

Ambulance Corp in accordance with the terms and conditions set 
forth Chapter 132, Ambulance Services, of the Municipal Code of 
the Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 132, Ambulance Services, 

of the Municipal Code, the Borough is required to establish a fee 
schedule for all services provided by the Ambulance Corp, which 
fee schedule may be amended from time to time in the sole 
discretion of the Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS, as a result of a decrease in rates for payment by 

Medicare in 2010 and anticipated increases in certain costs, it is 
necessary for the Borough to the fees charged for the following 
services pursuant to Chapter 132, Ambulance Services, of the 
Municipal Code: 

 
a. Basic Life Support Transport - $650.00 plus mileage 

 
b. Loaded Mileage Charge - $12.00 per mile 

 
 WHEREAS, the amendment of the fee schedule for services 

provided by the Ambulance Corp is in the best interests of the 
Borough and is necessary for its efficient operation, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
1. The fee schedule for services provided by the Ambulance 

Corp shall be amended to provide for increase in fees as follows: 
 
a. Basic Life Support Transport (“BLS”) - $650.00 plus 

mileage 
 
b. Loaded Mileage Charge - $12.00 per mile 
 

 2. That no further action of the Borough shall be required. 
 
 
CA-13 - Authorizing the Mayor and Council to Request Review and 
Approval of a Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund Spending 
Plan 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
  OF FORT LEE REQUESTING REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE     
  COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING (“COAH”) OF A MUNICIPAL  
  AFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND SPENDING PLAN 



  

 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Borough of Fort Lee, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey (“Borough”), will petition COAH for 
substantive certification of its Housing Element and Fair Share 
Plan endorsed by Borough Resolution R-1 on December 3, 2009; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has also requested that COAH review and 

approve the Borough’s development fee ordinance; and 
 

WHEREAS, the development fee ordinance establishes an affordable 
housing trust fund that includes development fees, payments from 
developers in lieu of constructing affordable units on-site, 
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barrier free escrow funds, rental income, repayments from 
affordable housing program loans, recapture funds, proceeds from 
the sale of affordable units, and/or affordable housing funding 
obtained through any other means; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.1(d) requires a municipality with an 

affordable housing trust fund to receive approval of a spending 
plan from COAH prior to spending any of the funds in its housing 
trust fund; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.10 requires a spending plan to include 

the following: 
 
A projection of revenues anticipated from imposing fees on development, based on 
pending, approved and anticipated developments and historic development activity; 

 
      2.      A projection of revenues anticipated from other sources, including payments in lieu     
                of constructing affordable units on sites zoned for affordable housing, funds from the  
                sale of units with extinguished controls, proceeds from the sale of affordable units,  
                rental income, repayments from affordable housing program loans, and interest  
                earned;  
 
      3.      A description of the administrative mechanism that the municipality will use to collect  
                and distribute revenues; 
 
       4.     A description of the anticipated use of all affordable housing trust funds pursuant to  
                N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.7, 8.8, and 8.9; 
 
       5.      A schedule for the expenditure of all affordable housing trust funds; 
 
       6.      If applicable, a schedule for the creation or rehabilitation of housing units; 
 
       7.      A pro-forma statement of the anticipated costs and revenues associated with the  
                development if the municipality envisions supporting or sponsoring public sector or 
non- 
                profit construction of housing; and 
 
         8.     A plan to spend the trust fund balance as of July 17, 2008 within four years of the        
                Council’s approval of the spending plan, or in accordance with an implementation  
                schedule approved by the Council; 
 
        9.     A plan to spend and/or contractually commit all development fees and any payments in  
                 lieu of construction within three years of the end of the calendar year in which funds are  
                 collected, but no later than the end of third round substantive certification period; 
 
        10.   The manner through which the municipality will address any expected or unexpected  
                 shortfall if the anticipated revenues from development fees are not sufficient to  
                 implement the plan; and 



  

 
        11.    A description of the anticipated use of excess affordable housing trust funds, in the  
                  event more funds than anticipated are collected, or projected funds exceed the amount  
                  necessary for satisfying the municipal affordable housing obligation. 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has prepared a spending plan consistent 

with N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.10 and P.L. 2008, c.46., 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, requests that COAH review 
and approve the Borough of Fort Lee’s spending plan. 
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CA-14 - Authorizing the Mayor and Council to Request Review and  
Approval of a Development Fee Ordinance 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF  
  FORT LEE REQUESTING THAT THE COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE  
  HOUSING (“COAH”) REVIEW AND APPROVE ITS DEVELOPMENT FEE  
  ORDINANCE 
 
  WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey (“Borough”), will petition COAH for substantive 
certification of its Housing Element and Fair Share Plan endorsed 
by Borough Resolution R-1 on December 3, 2009; and 

 
  WHEREAS, P.L.2008, c.46 section 8 (C. 52:27D-329.2) and the 

Statewide Non-Residential Development Fee Act (C. 40:55D-8.1 
through 8.7), permits municipalities that are under the  
jurisdiction of COAH or of a court of competent jurisdiction and 
that have a COAH-approved spending plan to impose and retain fees 
on residential and non-residential development; and 

  
  WHEREAS, subject to P.L.2008, c.46 section 8 (C. 52:27D-

329.2) and the Statewide Non-Residential Development Fee Act (C. 
40:55D-8.1 through 8.7), N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.3 permits a municipality 
to prepare and submit a development fee ordinance for review and 
approval by COAH that is accompanied by and includes the 
following: 

 
1. A description of the types of developments that will be subject to fees per N.J.A.C. 

5:97-8.3(c) and (d );  
 
2. A description of the types of developments that are exempted per N.J.A.C. 5:97-

8.3(e);  
 
3. A description of the amount and nature of the fees imposed per N.J.A.C. 5:97-

8.3(c) and (d) ;  
 
4. A description of collection procedures per N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.3(f);  
 
5. A description of development fee appeals per N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.3(g); and  
 
 6.   A provision authorizing COAH to direct trust funds in case of non-compliance per   
        N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.3(h).  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has prepared a draft development fee 

ordinance that establishes standards for the collection, 
maintenance, and expenditure of development fees consistent with 
COAH’s regulations at N.J.A.C. 5:97-8 and in accordance with 
P.L.2008, c.46, Sections 8 (C. 52:27D-329.2) and 32-38 (C. 40:55D-



  

8.1 through 8.7), 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, requests that COAH review 
and approve the Borough’s development fee ordinance. 
 
 
CA-15 - Authorizing the Mayor and Council of its Intent to  
Appropriate Funds or Bond in the Event of a Fund Shortfall 
With Regard to the Borough’s Affordable Housing Obligation 
  

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH  
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 OF FORT LEE OF INTENT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS OR BOND IN     
 THE EVENT OF A FUNDING SHORTFALL FOR THE BOROUGH OF  
 FORT LEE’S AFFORDABLE HOUSING OBLIGATION 
 
  WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey (“Borough”), will petition COAH for substantive 
certification of its adopted Housing Element and Fair Share Plan 
endorsed by Resolution R-1 on December 3, 2009; and 
 

  WHEREAS, the plan submitted to COAH allocates funds for: 
 

1.  New construction of affordable housing;  
2.  Rehabilitation projects; 
3.  Accessory apartment program 
4.  Supportive and special needs housing 
5.  Affordability assistance; and 

 
     WHEREAS, the Borough anticipates that funding will come from 
the following sources to satisfy these obligations:  

 
1.  Development fees; 
2.  Payments in lieu; 
3.  Projected interest 
4.  Other funding sources; and 

 
     WHEREAS, in the event that the above funding sources prove 
inadequate to complete the affordable housing programs included in 
the Borough’s COAH-certified Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, 
the Borough shall provide sufficient funding to address any 
shortfalls, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, State of New Jersey, that the Governing Body 
does hereby agree to appropriate funds or authorize the issuance 
of debt to fund any shortfall in its affordable housing program 
that may arise whether due to inadequate funding from other 
sources or for any other reason; and 

 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon written notification by 
COAH after a finding that inadequate funding exists to complete 
the affordable housing programs included in the Borough’s COAH-
certified Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, the Borough agrees 
to appropriate funds or authorize the issuance of debt within 90 
days of written notification by COAH; and 

 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough may repay debt 
through future collections of development fees, as such funds 
become available. 
 
 Nina Levinson, 1560 West Street, had questions pertaining to 



  

CA-5, CA-8, CA-9 and CA-15.   
 
 Ms. Thomas replied to CA-5 and CA-8.  Messrs. Sokolich and 
Sohmer responded to CA-9 and Ms. Thomas and Messrs. Sokolich and 
Cervieri replied to CA-15. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the public hearing was 
closed on motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman 
Sargenti, and the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 through CA-15, except 
for CA-10 which was removed by Councilman Cervieri and CA-12 which 
was removed by Mayor Sokolich for separate vote) was approved 
unanimously. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 
R-A/CA-10 - Authorizing Settlement of Tax Appeal Litigation 
Entitled Carsalve Corp, at 2152 Lemoine Avenue, Block 6151, Lot 9, 
vs. Borough of Fort Lee for Tax Years 2008 and 2009 
 
 Mr. Cervieri recused himself from this matter. 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Carsalve Corp. is the owner of property located at 
2152 Lemoine Avenue, also known as Block 6151, Lot 9; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property owner filed a tax appeal against the 
Borough of Fort Lee in a matter entitled Carsalve Corp. vs.  
Borough of Fort Lee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended by the Tax Appeal Attorney  
and the Borough Appraiser that the matter be settled at this time, 
and that such settlement is in the best interests of the Borough, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough that the Tax Appeal Attorney be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary 
in order to finalize the settlement of litigation entitled 
Carsalve Corp. vs. Borough of Fort Lee, under Docket No. 004731-
2008, so that the assessment for tax years 2008 and 2009 will be 
reduced from $3,884,000 to $3,600,000; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid settlement is 
predicated upon a waiver of any and all pre-judgment interest by 
the taxpayer. 
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
 AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
            Kasofsky 
  
R/B-CA-12 - Authorizing Execution of a Treatment Works Approval  
(TWA) Application for the State of New Jersey, Department of  
Environmental Protection, for Sanitary Sewer and Storm Drainage 
Improvements to 2150 North Central Road (Dyker Ridge, LLC) 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter and left the 
podium. 
 
 Council President Goldberg chaired this portion of the 
meeting. 
 



  

 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Dyker Ridge, LLC received approval for the 
construction of a forty (40) unit residential development at the 
property known as Block 6154, Lots 1, 8, 9, & 10 on the Borough of 
Fort Lee Tax Map which is also known as 2510 North Central Road; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the project requires the construction and connection  
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of a sanitary sewer lateral from the development to the Borough’s 
sanitary sewer collection system; and   

 
WHEREAS this specific project requires a Treatment Works 

Approval (TWA) from the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) in order to construct and install said sewer 
lateral; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed the TWA Application 

prepared by Stephen J. Collzuaol, P.E. on behalf of Dyker Ridge, 
LLC, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, 
consents to the submission of a Treatment Works Approval  
application to the NJDEP for a sanitary sewer lateral/connection 
for the aforementioned construction project by Dyker Ridge, LLC 
and authorizes the Mayor or Borough Administrator to execute same.  
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
 
R-1 - Awarding Contract to Administrative Purchasing Consultants, 
214 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey, as the Borough’s Purchasing 
Consultant for 2010 - $75,000 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Administrative Purchasing 
Consultants to be the Borough’s Purchasing Consultant for 2010. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Purchasing Consultant for 2010; and 
 
     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from 
the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 
appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation  
within the municipality; and 
 
     WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 
Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 
member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 
committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 
the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 



  

business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq., and  
 
     WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 
(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 
(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 
that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award  
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of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in  
writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitations of 
qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 
announce the qualifications when awarded; and 
 
     WHEREAS, an RFQ for Purchasing Consultant services was  
previously authorized by the Borough and issued a “fair and open 
process” on November 12, 2009, returnable by December 18, 2009 and 
publicly opened on December 21, 2009; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
Purchasing Consulting Services of Administrative Purchasing 
Consultants, 214 Main Street, 3rd Floor, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
07024 will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant 
factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Administrative 
Purchasing Consultants to serve as the Borough’s Purchasing 
Consultant for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2010; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Borough has received a timely and complete 
Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract; and 
 
     WHEREAS, funds will be available by the way of the municipal 
budget to compensate said Purchasing Consultant,  
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said Purchasing Consultant is hereby  
appointed for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Purchasing 
Consultant for the year 2010 shall be $75,000 as listed below. 
 
     Borough of Fort Lee      $58,500 
 Richard A. Nest Senior Citizens’ Center     16,500 
 
; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all claims shall be approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to 
an agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof.    
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
R-2 - Awarding Contract to Paul Phillips of the Firm Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc., New York, New York, to  
Serve as the Borough’s Planner for 2010 – Fee Not to  



  

Exceed $42,750  
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Paul Phillips of the firm Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, Inc., to be the Borough’s Planner for 
2010. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti  
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seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Borough Planner for 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts such services from  
the requirements of public bidding, provided a notice of the 
appointment be printed in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1st, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., the 
Borough may not award contracts with a value in excess of 
$17,500.00 to a business entity which has made reportable 
contributions in excess of $300.00, in the aggregate, to the 
member municipality’s political parties or to any candidate’s 
committee of any person serving in an elective public office of 
the member municipality when such contract was awarded unless said 
business entity is awarded a contract under a “fair and open 
process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: 
(1) public advertisement of a Request for Qualification 
(hereinafter the “RFQ”); (2) award of contract under a process 
that provides for public solicitation of qualifications; (3) award 
of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in 
writing, by the public entity prior to the solicitation of 
qualifications; and (4) the public entity shall publicly open and 
announce the qualifications when awarded; and 
 

WHEREAS, an RFQ for Borough Planner services was previously 
authorized by the Borough and issued under a “fair and open 
process” on November 12, 2009, returnable by December 18, 2009 and 
publicly opened on December 21, 2009; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

Borough Planner services of Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates, 434 Sixth Avenue, New York, New York, 
10011 will be the most advantageous to the Borough all relevant 
factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Paul Phillips and the 
firm of Phillips Preiss Shapiro Associates to serve as Borough 
Planner for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a timely and complete 
Qualification Statement, including a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that Paul Phillips and the firm of Phillips 
Preiss Shapiro Associates said Borough Planner be and is hereby 



  

appointed as Borough Planner for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 
way of the municipal budget to compensate said Borough Planner; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Borough  
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Planner for year 2010 shall be a fee not to exceed $42,750; and 
that all claims shall be approved and paid in the manner set forth 
in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement to be entered 
into between the parties; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a  
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
R-3 - Awarding Contracts to Boswell McClave Engineering,  
Hackensack, New Jersey and CMX Inc., Manalapan, New Jersey  
to Serve as the Borough’s Traffic Engineers for 2010   
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering and CMX, 
Inc. as the Borough’s Traffic Engineers for 2010. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of engineer(s) for the year 2010 
to serve as Traffic Engineers on an as needed basis; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
Open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., by 
issuing a Request for Qualifications for Traffic Engineering 
Services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an RFQ for Traffic Engineering Services was 
previously authorized by the Borough and issued through a “fair 
and open process” on November 12, 2009 returnable by December 18,  
2009 and publicly opened on December 21, 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that the 
services of Boswell McClave Engineering, 330 Phillips Avenue, 
South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 and CMX, Inc., 200 State 
Highway 9, Manalapan, New Jersey 07726 will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Boswell McClave 
Engineering and CMX, Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Traffic 
Engineers for the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2010; and 
 



  

 WHEREAS, the Borough received timely and complete 
Qualification Statements from Boswell McClave Engineering and CMX, 
Inc., including a Business Registration Certificate and 
Certificate of Affirmative Action compliance statement from both 
firms prior to entering into a contract, 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the aforesaid firms are hereby appointed  
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as Traffic Engineers for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be available by the 
way of the municipal budget to compensate said Traffic Engineers 
on an as needed basis by the Borough; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said Traffic 
Engineers for the year 2010 shall be approved and paid in the 
manner set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
R-4 - Awarding Contract to Steven Muhlstock of the Firm 
Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie to Serve as the Borough’s 
Conflict Counsel for 2010 on an as Needed Basis 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Steven Muhlstock of the firm 
Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP, to serve as the 
Borough’s Conflict Counsel for 2010. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests for the Borough of Fort 
Lee to engage the professional services of an attorney for the 
year 2010 to serve as Conflict Counsel for any issues for which 
the Borough’s other counsel may not be able to serve the Borough 
due to a conflict of interest, which perceived or actual, or for 
any other instance in which the Borough determines the best 
interest of the public will be served by alternative 
representation; and 
 

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney(s); and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general  
circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. by 
issuing a Request for Qualifications for Conflict Counsel 
Services; and 
 



  

 WHEREAS; the Mayor and Council has determined that the 
following attorney and/or firm services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered: 
  
 Steve Muhlstock, Esq. of the firm Gittleman, Muhlstock & 
      Chewcaskie, LLP 
     2200 Fletcher Avenue 
     9W Office Center 
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     Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
  ; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated the above listed 
attorney to serve as Conflict Counsel for the Borough of Fort Lee 
for the year 2010; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said Conflict Counsel be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said legal 
services for the year 2010 shall be at a fee based on proposals 
received on a case by case basis; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attorney and/or firm named 
listed above have not been awarded a contract and are not 
guaranteed to receive any compensation from the Borough and that 
said services will be requested on an “as-needed” basis; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED all monies paid will be a manner set 
forth under NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement to be 
entered into between the parties; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
R-5 -  Awarding Contract to PNC Bank, Woodland Park, New Jersey 
for Professional Banking Services 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti  
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNSEL OF THE BOROUGH 
        OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR  
        PROFESSIONAL BANKING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee (“Borough”) to retain the services of a 
licensed banking institution to perform general banking services; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are recognized as “professional 



  

services” as same shall be rendered by persons authorized by law 
to practice a recognized profession, whose practice is regulated 
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge 
of an advance type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged 
formal course of specialized instruction and study, pursuant to 
and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(6); and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough is empowered by law to appoint and 

employ professionals, technical advisors and experts as the 
Borough may determine to be necessary for its efficient operation; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough wishes to retain the services of PNC 
Bank (“PNC”), to perform such general banking services in 
accordance with its proposal, dated December 18, 2009, (Available 
in the Office of the Borough Clerk); and 
 
 WHEREAS, PNC possesses the requisite expertise and skilled  
personnel required to provide general banking services required by 
the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of awarding a contract for 
general banking services to PNC in accordance with the procedures 
mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 
et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the 
resolution awarding contracts for “professional services” without 
competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be 
available for public inspection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for general banking services to be 
performed by PNC is awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” process 
in accordance with the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, 
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.; and 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined that 
funds are available for this purpose, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award by the Borough of a contract to PNC for 
the provision of general banking services is in the best interests 
of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is 
necessary for the efficient operation of the Borough; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 
 
 1. That PNC Bank, One Garrett Mt. Plaza, Woodland Park, New 
Jersey 07424 shall be and is hereby appointed to perform 
professional general banking services on behalf of the Borough, in 
accordance with its proposal, dated December 18, 2009, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
 2. That the Mayor of the Borough shall be and is hereby 
authorized to execute a contract with PNC and all other documents 
necessary to implement the contract award as set forth herein for 
the provision of general banking services in the Borough;   
 
 3. That PNC is specifically placed on notice that it will 
be required to comply with the Affirmative Action regulations of 
P.L. 1975 c. 127. 
 



  

 4. That a notice of the contract award shall be published in 
accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 
 
 5. That the Borough Clerk is authorized and directed, in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(1), to 
cause this Resolution for the award of the contract to be filed and 
available for inspection at the offices of the Borough Clerk. 
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 6. That no further action by the Borough is required. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
 COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – had no report tonight. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated the newly installed Fire Chief 
along with the rest of the officers who were sworn in tonight. 
 
 He praised the Fire Department members and stated that the 
Borough wants to continue to keep them safe and well-equipped. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – also congratulated that newly installed Fire 
Department Officers.  He praised Steven Curry for a great job done 
in 2009. 
 
 He stated that the Ambulance Corps had their installation 
dinner last Saturday Night.  Cathi Goldfischer was installed as 
the Ambulance Corps Chief and Diran Jebejian as the Deputy Chief. 
 
 He stated that the Fort Lee Film Commission will be having a 
birthday party on February 15th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to 
honor Actor John Barrymore which monies raised will benefit the 
Fort Lee High School drama department.  The event will be held at 
In Napoli Restaurant and the cost is $15.00 per ticket. 
 
 
Councilman Sargenti – praised Steven Curry in that he was given a 
difficult task to help save the Borough money.  He came up with a 
solution that did that; even though, it did not please all of his 
members.  However, the members continued to serve the people of 
the Borough with the utmost professionalism. 
 
 He wished the new Ambulance Corp and Fire Department Officers 
the best of luck in 2010. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – stated that the Health Department will be 
holding another Swine Flu Clinic on January 25th at the Lewis F. 
Cole Middle School from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – outlined a letter received from a Borough 
resident which praised Mr. Grant in helping the resident out in a 
professional and timely manner. 
 
 He praised Steven Curry for standing up and making some hard 
decisions. He truly showed that he was a leader.  He stated that 
leaders don’t always make popular decisions, but they make the 



  

right decision.  He closed by saying that the Mayor and Council 
completely supported Mr. Curry in the decisions that he made. 
 
 He congratulated Armand Pohan on his engagement to his future 
wife, Nancy.  He wished them both the best of luck and happiness. 
 
 
Mayor Sokolich – thanked Steven Curry for his commitment and  
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leadership in 2009.  He told Mr. Curry that the decisions 
regarding the stipend program were difficult with regard to how 
his membership was going to respond, but it was the right thing to 
do for the Borough.   
 
 He wished all the officers sworn in tonight the best of the 
luck. 
 
 He wished the best of luck to retiring Police Captain Joseph 
Zevits and Police Officers Joseph Gallo and Raymond Flynn.  
Between all of three of them they had put in over 100 years of  
service to the Borough. 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Sargenti, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and there being no further discussion, the meeting was 
adjourned, and carried at 8:57 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
       ________________________                 
                                   Neil Grant, RMC 
                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REORGANIZATION MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, January 7, 2010 @6:00 p.m. 
 

 The Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council 
Chambers, Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer,    
Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
        Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
          J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
          Joseph Iannaconi, CFO 
 
 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 
 

 Let the minutes reflect that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been provided in the following manner: 
 
 All members of this body have been advised both orally and in 
writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place, and proposed agenda hereof: 
 
 On December 18, 2009 a written notice of the time, place, and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, TIME WARNER CABLE and a copy was filed 
with the Borough Clerk. 
 
 On the same date, copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested copies of such notices, and have prepaid the fee fixed 
for the year 2009. 
 
 

INVOCATION 
 

 Rabbi Berger of the New Synagogue offered the invocation for 
the New Year. 
 
  

OATHS OF OFFICE 
 

 Joseph Cervieri was sworn in as a Councilman by Judge John 
DeSheplo. His wife, Joann held the Bible, as he took his Oath of 
Office. 
  

Harvey Sohmer was sworn in as a Councilman by Mayor Sokolich. 
His daughter, Jill, held the Bible, as he took his Oath of Office.   
 



  

PRESENTATIONS 
 
 Kay Nest stated as the Chairperson of the Fort Lee Democratic 
Party and Vice-Chair of the Bergen County Democratic Organization 
that she is here to express her gratitude to the following: 
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 1. The Mayor and Council 
 2. The dedicated Borough employees 
 3. The Borough’s professionals; attorneys, engineers,   
         accountants and consultants 
 4. The seniors and the unselfish volunteers 
 5. The teachers and their staffs 
     6. The Borough’s emergency services. 
 
 She thanked all the residents of the Borough especially those 
who cast their vote this past November enabling two of the very 
dedicated council persons to return and to continue to represent 
all the residents of the Borough. 
 
 She looks forward to the challenges ahead.  She added that 
nothing is too difficult to accomplish with the cooperation and 
collective effort of the dedicated group of representatives. 
 
 She closed by stating that she has great expectations for the 
future of the Borough and knows that the path to accomplish great 
goals is in the competent hands of the elected officials. 
 
 She wished everyone a Happy New Year. 
  
 Mayor Sokolich called up County Executive Dennis McNerney to 
the podium. 
 
 Mr. McNerney stated that the Borough should be honored for 
having a terrific dedicated group of public servants, including 
all of its workers as well as all of its volunteers. 
 
 He presented certificates of commendation to Messrs. Cervieri 
and Sohmer. 
 
 Mr. McNerney closed by stating that the people have put their 
trust in Messrs. Cervieri and Sohmer along with the entire Mayor 
and Council and that trust has to be upheld.  
 
 Mayor Sokolich replied that Mr. McNerney does a phenomenal  
job for Bergen County and that the Mayor and Council are very 
honored that he attended tonight’s meeting. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich called up Tom Meyers, Director of Cultural and 
Heritage Affairs and Nelson Page, Chairman of the Fort Lee Film 
Commission. 
 
 Mr. Meyers stated that he and Nelson are both very honored to 
be present tonight and to thank outgoing Fort Lee Film Commission 
liaison Armand Pohan.  Mr. Pohan has been the liaison since the 
film commission was originated in 2003.  Mr. Pohan has taken him 
and Nelson from Coytesville to Italy, Los Angeles, to all over 
America; from the Museum of Modern Art to the Library of Congress 
and to the film commission’s most recent involvement with the 
Whitney Museum.  He added that none of it would have happened 
without the involvement, support and constant aid of Armand Pohan. 
 



  

 Messrs. Meyers and Page presented Mr. Pohan a plaque that 
read as follows: 
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 “In recognition and appreciation for your service in your 
years of service as liaison, of the Fort Lee Film Commission from 
the years 2003 through 2009.  
 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
 See official written transcript to the Mayor’s speech which 
is part of the permanent record minutes for this meeting. 
 
 

REORGANIZATION 
 

1-1 – Seating Arrangement and Order of Voting 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the seating arrangement and order of voting of the 
Borough Council for the year 2010 shall be as follows: 
 
 Council Members: Armand Pohan 
                      Harvey Sohmer 
      Jan Goldberg 
      Michael Sargenti 
      Ila Kasofsky 
      Joseph Cervieri 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

 See official written transcript to the Mayor’s speech which 
is part of the permanent record minutes for this meeting. 
 
 

REORGANIZATION CONTINUED 
 

1-2 – Appointment of Borough Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the firm 
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler LLP to serve as Borough 
Attorney, for the year 2010; and 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an attorney for the year 2010 
to serve as Borough Attorney; and 
 



  

 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that J.S. 

Lee Cohen and the firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, 
LLP legal services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, 
all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen and the 
firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP to serve as 
Borough Attorney, for the year 2010; and    

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said attorney be and is hereby appointed 
as Borough Attorney for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for said 

Borough Attorney for the year 2010 shall be claimed, approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 
AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti,  
       Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 

 
1-3 – Time and Place of Meetings for 2010 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fort 
Lee as follows: 
 
 1. The schedule listed below of regular meetings of this 
public body is hereby adopted for the year 2010. 
 
 2. A copy of the schedule shall be: 
  
  (a) Posted and maintained through the year on the bulletin 



  

board at the following location: 
 
     Memorial Municipal Building 
     309 Main Street  
     Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
   (b) Mailed at no cost to the following newspapers: 
The Record, Jersey Journal, as well as Time Warner Cable.  
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   (c) Filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
   (d) Mailed to those who have requested same and have prepaid 
the sum of $10.00 fixed to cover the cost of providing such notice. 
 
   (e) Official action may be taken. 
 
 R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N 
 January 7, 2010 – 5:00 p.m.  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS        REGULAR MEETINGS 
1st & 3rd Thursday              2nd Thursday of Each Month           
Scheduled @7:00 p.m.                   Scheduled @8:00 p.m.  
Mayor's Conference Room #201           Council Chambers         
 
January  {a)14 – 21                            January           14  
February     4 - 18                            February          11  
March        4 - 18                            March             11 
April    {b} 8 – 22 (d)                        April         {c} 15  
May          6 - 20                            May               13 
June         3 - 17                            June              10  
July             15                            July          (e) 22  
August   {f}     12                            August        (g) 19  
September    2 – 16 (h)                        September     (h) 16  
October      7 - 21                            October           14 
November     4                                 November      (i) 10     
December (j) 9 -                               December      (k) 16  
                                           
There will be no meetings on the following Thursdays: 
 
January 28th - February 25th - March 25th - April 1st, 29th -    
May 27th - June 24th - July 1st, 8th, 29th - August 5th, 26th,  - 
September 9th, 23rd, 30th - October 28th - November 11th, 18th, 
25th – December 2nd, 23rd, 30th 
 

NOTES 
 
a. January 14th Executive Session will be held on the second                

Thursday of the month and begin at 6:00 p.m. 
 
b. April 8th Executive Session will be held on the second Thursday 

of the month.  
 
c. April 15th Regular Meeting will be held on the third Thursday 
    of the month. 
 
d. April 22nd Executive Session will be held on the fourth  
    Thursday of the month. 
 
e. July 22nd Regular Meeting will be held on the fourth Thursday  
    of the month 
 
f. August 12th Executive Session will be held on the second  



  

    Thursday of the month. 
 
g. August 19th Regular Meeting will be held on the third Thursday  
    of the month. 
 
h. September 16th Executive Session will be begin at 6:00 p.m. 
   September 16th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  
   Thursday of the month. 
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i. November 10th Regular Meeting will be held on the second  
    Wednesday of the month. 
 
j. December 9th Executive Session will be held on the third  
    Thursday of the month.    
 
k. December 16th Regular Meeting will be held on the third  
    Thursday of the month. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
 
 
1-4 – Selection of Council President 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that Council Member Jan Goldberg be and is hereby appointed to 
the position of Council President for the year 2010. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
1-5 – Liaison Assignments 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilwoman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following be and the same are hereby designated as 
liaisons of the following committees of the Borough of Fort Lee 
for the year 2010: 
 
Ambulance............................................Jan Goldberg 
Americans With Disabilities.........................Harvey Sohmer  
Beautification.......................................Ila Kasofsky 
Board of Education...............................Michael Sargenti 
Buildings and Construction........................Joseph Cervieri 
Buildings and Grounds.............................Joseph Cervieri 
Communications.......................................Armand Pohan  
Emergency Management.................................Armand Pohan 
Environmental........................................Ila Kasofsky 
Film Commission......................................Jan Goldberg 
Finance..............................................Armand Pohan 
Fire.............................Michael Sargenti & Harvey Sohmer 
Health...............................................Ila Kasofsky 
Historic............................................Harvey Sohmer 
Housing Authority.................................Joseph Cervieri 
Library............................Joseph Cervieri & Ila Kasofsky 
Local Assistance.....................................Ila Kasoksky 
Municipal Court......................................Jan Goldberg 



  

Parking Authority...................................Harvey Sohmer 
Parks/Recreation..................Jan Goldberg & Michael Sargenti 
Planning Board.......................................Armand Pohan  
Police............................Armand Pohan & Michael Sargenti 
Public Works........................................Harvey Sohmer  

(Sewers-Sanitation-Roads-Engineering-General Services) 
Rent Leveling....................................Michael Sargenti 
Senior Citizens...................................Joseph Cervieri 
Street Lights........................................Ila Kasofsky 
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 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
2-1 – Introduction of Temporary Budget 
 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-19 provides that where contracts, 
commitments, or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of 
the 2010 Municipal Budget, temporary appropriations should be made 
for the purposes and amounts required in the manner and time 
therein provided; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the date of this Resolution is written the first 
thirty (30) days of January 2010; and 
 

WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations are limited to 26.25% 
of the total appropriations in the 2009 Municipal Budget, 
exclusive of any appropriations made for Debt Service, Capital 
Improvement Fund and Public Assistance in said 2009 Municipal 
Budget, 

 
WHEREAS, said temporary appropriations total $15,493,847.00, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that the following temporary 
appropriations be made and that a certified copy of this 
resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for the 
Borough records: 
 

General Government   
 Salaries & 
Wages  

 Other 
Expenses  

    
 Mayor & Council     $17,500.00      $2,000.00 
 Borough Clerk      35,250.00       4,500.00 
 Administration      40,000.00       8,000.00 
 Purchasing      21,500.00       2,000.00 
 Personnel & Data Processing      30,000.00       5,000.00 
 Collection of Taxes      45,000.00       5,000.00 
 Legal Services & Costs                     55,000.00 
 Municipal Court                     12,000.00 
 Engineering Services & Costs     25,000.00       5,000.00 
 Public Buildings & Grounds      75,000.00      18,000.00 
 Planning Board                      1,000.00 
 Board of Adjustment                      1,000.00 
 Senior Citizens Special 
Services                      5,000.00 
 Rent Leveling Board       12,000.00         500.00 
 Insurance: Other                    700,000.00 
 Insurance: Group                    690,325.00 



  

 Elections                      1,500.00 
 Financial Administration                     10,000.00 
 Assessment of Taxes       45,000.00       5,000.00 
 Municipal Court       99,000.00      14,000.00 
 Economic Development       25,000.00      50,000.00 
    
 Public Safety     
    
 Fire Prevention       75,000.00       5,000.00 
 Fire Protection       30,000.00      40,000.00 
 Aid to Volunteer Fire 
Company  
             ---          --- 
 Department of Communications     100,000.00        5,000.00 
 Police     8,728,841.00     $100,000.00 
 Ambulance Corps         4,000.00      11,000.00 
 E M T        16,000.00         500.00
 Construction Code Official        60,000.00       4,000.00 
 Emergency Management        10,000.00       2,000.00 
 Communications--Repairs        25,000.00       8,000.00 
    
    
    
 RESOLUTION     
    
 Temporary Budget 
Appropriations     
    
    
 Public Works     
    
 Streets & Roads      250,000.00       15,000.00 
 Street Lighting                      50,000.00 
 Garbage & Trash Removal                   1,033,944.00 
 Sewers        45,000.00       4,000.00 
 Bergen County Sewer Utility 
O/C                     700,000.00 
 Auto Repair                      30,000.00 
 Prior Year Bills                      
    
 Health, Welfare & Recreation    
    

 Board of Health   
      
85,000.00       10,000.00 

 Recreation   
      
75,000.00       10,000.00 

 Administration of Human 
Services   

      
15,000.00        1,000.00

 General Services   
      
65,000.00        3,500.00

 Parks   
      
95,000.00        4,000.00

 Maintenance of Free Public 
Library                     550,000.00 
 Celebration of Public Events                     10,000.00 

 Senior Citizens   
      
10,000.00            5,000.00

 Elevator Inspections   
      
10,000.00       

 Senior Citizens Special                     50,000.00 



  

Services  

 Fort Lee Community Center   
      
10,000.00       10,000.00 

    
 Utilities     
    
 Gasoline                      40,000.00 
 Fuel Oil                       5,000.00 
 Electricity                      85,000.00 
 Water                      10,000.00 
 Telephone                      50,000.00 
 Fire Hydrant                      40,000.00 
    
 Contributions to:     
    
 Public Employees Retirement 
System                       40,000.00 
 F I C A                     250,000.00 
 Consolidated Police & 
Fireman's Pension                      20,457.00 
 Police & Fireman's 
Retirement System                     517,530.00 
    

 TOTALS:   
 
$10,179,091.00 

   
$5,314,756.00 

    
 GRAND TOTAL:    $15,493,847.00 
    
 RESOLUTION     
    
 Temporary Budget 
Appropriations     
    
 DEBT SERVICE     
    
 Payment of Bond Principal   $5,000,000.00   

 Payment of Bond Interest   
    
1,875,000.00   

 Payment of Interest on Notes  
       
558,921.00   

 Green Trust Principal &  
  Interest   

        
31,100.00   

 Bergen County Improvement    
  Authority Payment       

        
71,671.00  

 New Jersey Economic     
  Development Authority   

        
10,000.00   

   
 Total Debt Service:    $7,546,692.00  
    
 Capital Improvements     
    

 Capital Improvement Fund   
      
$50,000.00   

    
    
    
    
 
 The Resolution was approved on the following roll call: 
 



  

AYES: Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, Goldberg, Sargenti, 
Kasofsky, Cervieri 
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3-1 – Borough Auditor 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Steve Wielkotz, of the firm of 
Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as Borough Auditor.  
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a registered municipal accountant for 2010; 
and   
 

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said registered municipal accountant; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  

“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steve 

Wielkotz, of the firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva 
registered municipal accounting services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steve Wielkotz and the 
firm of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva to serve as the 
borough’s registered municipal accountant, for the year 2010; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said registered municipal accountant be 
and is hereby appointed for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Auditor for the year 2010 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 



  

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-2 – Borough Engineer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Boswell McClave Engineering to serve 
as Borough Engineer. 
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Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an engineer for the year 2010 
to serve as Borough Engineer; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said Borough Engineer; and 
  

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 

services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

Stephen Boswell and the firm of Boswell McClave’s engineering 
services will be the most advantageous to the Borough, all 
relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Stephen Boswell and the 

firm of Boswell McClave Engineering to serve as Borough Engineer, 
for the year 2010; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said engineer be and is hereby appointed 
as Borough Engineer for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair and 
open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Borough 

Engineer for the year 2010 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
3-3 – Borough Prosecutors 



  

 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Arthur Balsamo and Chris Hummel to 
serve as Borough Prosecutors. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Borough Prosecutor for the year 2010 to  
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provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of 
the Municipal Court of said Borough; and 
 
  WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 
appropriations to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11 et 
seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of 
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids 
must be publicly advertised, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that Arthur Balsamo and Chris Hummel, be 
and are hereby appointed as Borough Prosecutors for the year 2010;  
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 

public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts 
Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically 
exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for the Borough 

Prosecutors shall be $25,000 paid through the Borough payroll for 
2010 with no other compensation; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of this resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper 
within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-4 – Public Defender 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Matthew Skelley to serve as Public 
Defender. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Public Defender for the year 
2010 to provide general legal representation for the Borough; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget to 
compensate said Public Defender; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from any requirement of public advertising for bids 
provided a notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of 
general circulation within the municipality,  



  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
1. Matthew Skelley be and is hereby appointed as Public 

Defender for the year 2010 without public advertisement for bids. 
 
2. Compensation for said Public Defender shall be $25,000 

through the Borough payroll for 2010 with no other compensation. 
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3. The Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of passage of this 

resolution to be printed in a qualified newspaper within ten (10) 
days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-5A – Bond Counsel 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of McManimon & 
Scotland, LLC to serve as Bond Counsel. 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 
bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding  
matters for 2010; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

law firms of McManimon & Scotland, LLC bond counsel services will 
be the most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors 
considered, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
1a. McManimon & Scotland, LLC, One Riverview Plaza, Fourth 

Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07102-5408, is hereby retained as Bond 
Counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and is hereby 
appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair 



  

and open” process; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 
Counsels for the year 2010 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
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The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-5B – Bond Counsel 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated the law firm of Gibbons, P.C. to 
serve as Bond Counsel. 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded, 
the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Borough of Fort Lee engage 
bond counsel to represent the Borough of Fort Lee on bonding 
matters for 2010; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 
law firm of Gibbons P.C. bond counsel services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that: 
 
1a. Gibbons, P.C., One Gateway Center, Newark, New Jersey 

07102-5310, is hereby retained as Bond Counsel to represent the 
Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said bond counsel be and is hereby 
appointed as Bond Counsel for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Bond 

Counsels for the year 2010 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 



  

to be entered into between the parties; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
 
Reorganization Meeting       January 7, 2010 
               Page #15 
 
3-6 – Special Tax Counsel 

 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Steven Muhlstock to serve as Special 

Tax Counsel. 
 

 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 

 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Special Tax Counsel for the 
year 2010 to serve as Special Tax Counsel; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said Borough Engineer; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a  
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the  
“State Pay to Play” law, took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that Steven 
Muhlstock of the firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP 
special tax counsel services will be the most advantageous to the 
Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Steven Muhlstock of the 
firm of Gittleman, Muhlstock and Chewcaskie, LLP to serve as 
Special Tax Counsel, for the year 2010; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Special Tax Counsel is hereby 
appointed for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for said Special 

Tax Counsel for the year 2010 shall be claimed, approved and paid 
in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an 
agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 
notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 



  

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-7 – Labor Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated J. S. Lee Cohen of the law firm of 
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler LLP to serve as Labor  
Attorney. 
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Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a labor negotiator for the 
year 2010 to serve as Labor Attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said attorney; and 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP, Teaneck and 
Trenton, New Jersey legal services will be the most advantageous 
to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated J.S. Lee Cohen and the 

firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP to serve as 
Labor Attorney, for the year 2010; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said Labor Attorney be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for said Labor 

Attorney for the year 2010 shall be claimed, approved and paid in 
the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-8 - Municipal Court Judge 



  

 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated John DeSheplo to as Municipal Court 
Judge for the Borough. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that John DeSheplo be and is hereby reappointed as 
Municipal Court Judge for a term of three (3) years retroactively  
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from January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2012; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall become 
effective upon approval by the Bergen County Assignment Judge in 
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2B:12-5. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-9 – Municipal Court/Police Department/Economic Development 
Accountant 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Michael Condosta to serve as an 
Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police Department, and Office 
of Economic Development. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 
books for the Municipal Court, Police Department, and Office of 
Economic Development for the year 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said accountant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 
Michael Condosta, CPA, accounting services will be the most 
advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated Michael Condosta to 
serve as the Accountant for the Municipal Court, Police 
Department, and Office of Economic Development for the year 2010; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 



  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that said Accountant be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation shall be at $100.00 

per hour for said accounting services for the year 2010 for the 
Municipal Court not to exceed $6,840 annually, for the Police 
Department not to exceed $8,550 annually, and for the Office of 
Economic Development not to exceed $10,260 annually, approved and 
paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an  
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agreement to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 
 
3-10 – Rent Leveling Board Attorney 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Carolyn Kristal to serve as Rent 
Leveling Board Attorney. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Kasofsky 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the services of a Rent Leveling Attorney for the year 2010 
to provide legal services which are necessary for the operation of 
the Rent Leveling Board of said Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, compensation will be available by way of budget 
appropriations to compensate said attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11 et 
seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of 
contracts for “professional services” without competitive bids 
must be publicly advertised, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Fort Lee that Carolyn Kristal be and is hereby 
appointed as Rent Leveling Board Attorney for the year 2010; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without 
public bidding as professional services under the Local Contracts 
Law by virtue of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. which specifically 
exempts such contracts from the requirements of public bidding; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for the Rent 
Leveling Board Attorney shall be $17,500 through the Borough 
payroll for 2010 with no other compensation and that a salary 
ordinance shall be adopted to reflect said compensation; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that notice of the award of this 
contract shall be published in a qualified newspaper within ten 
(10) days as provided by the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 

 



  

 
3-11 – Treasurer 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Joseph Iannaconi to serve as 
Treasurer. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee that Joseph Iannaconi be and is hereby appointed as  
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Treasurer for the year 2010. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
3-12 – Building Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated William Katchen to serve as Building 
Department and Fire Prevention Bureau Accountant. 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of an accountant to reconcile the 
books for the Building Department and Fire Department for the year 
2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said accountant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 
open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that 

William Katchen, accounting services will be the most advantageous 
to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated William Katchen to 
serve as the Accountant for the Building Department and Fire 
Prevention Bureau for the year 2010; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 

Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the  

Borough of Fort Lee that said Accountant be and is hereby 
appointed for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair and open” process; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation shall be at $100.00 



  

per hour for said accounting services for the year 2010 shall be 
at a fee not to exceed $12,825 annually at a rate of $100.00 per 
hour, approved and paid in the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 
and pursuant to an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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3-13 – Insurance Risk Manager 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
  
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Fort Lee to 
engage the professional services of a Risk Management Consultant 
for the year 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond 
ordinances to compensate said risk management consultant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. exempts professional 
services from certain requirements of public bidding provided a 
notice of the appointment be printed in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. commonly known as the 
“State Pay to Play” law, that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and 

open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  
              

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Review Team has determined that David 
J. Vozza of the Vozza Agency, Inc., risk management will be the 
most advantageous to the Borough, all relevant factors considered; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Sokolich has nominated David J. Vozza of the 

Vozza Agency, Inc., to serve as the Borough’s Risk Management 
Consultant for the year 2010; and    
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Business Registration 
Certificate and Affirmative Action compliance statement from the 
firm prior to entering into a contract,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Fort Lee that said Risk Management Consultant Services 
be and is hereby appointed for the year 2010 pursuant to a “fair 
and open” process; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the bylaws for the Municipal 

Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund and the South Bergen 
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund indicate a minimum fee equal to  
six percent (6%) of the municipal assessment which expenditure 
represents reasonable compensation for the services required and 
is included in the assessment for these funds; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for said Risk 

Management Consulting Services for the year 2010 shall be paid in 



  

the manner set forth in NJSA 40A:5-18 and pursuant to an agreement 
to be entered into between the parties; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause a 

notice of the adoption of this resolution be printed in a 
qualified newspaper within ten (10) days after passage hereof. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-1A – Designation of Depositories 
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 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 
designate a depository or depositories for its monies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee recommended that the following banks be named as depositories: 
 
     Woori Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 Bank of America, Fort Lee, NJ 
 TD Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, NJ 
 State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund 
 Capital One Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
     PNC Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
     Royal Asian Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
     Wilshire State Bank, Fort Lee, NJ 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named banks are hereby 
designated as depositories for the Current, Trust, Capital, and 
Welfare sections of the accounts of the Borough of Fort Lee for 
2010. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 
  
 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 
may designate. 
 

2. All disbursements from said account shall be made by 
checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-1B – Designation of Depository 
 
 Mayor Sokolich recused himself on this matter. 
 
 Council President Goldberg chaired this portion of the 
meeting. 
 

Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-14 requires the governing body to 



  

designate a depository for its monies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee recommended that the following bank be named as a depository: 
 
     Mariners Bank, Edgewater, NJ. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that the above named bank is hereby designated 
as a depository for the Borough of Fort Lee for 2010. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows: 
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 1. The custodian of such funds or accounts shall be the 
Borough Treasurer or such other officials as the governing body 
may designate. 
 

2. All disbursements from said accounts shall be made by 
checks signed by the Mayor and Treasurer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee or such other officials as the governing body may designate. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Sokolich returned to the podium and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
 
4-2 – Designation of Tax Receiving Agency 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-122.3 became effective February 8, 1980, 
allowing municipalities to designate a bank or trust company to 
receive current tax payments, current water and sewer rents, as  
well as other public monies under the supervision of the tax 
collector. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fort 
Lee has recommended that JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, New Jersey be 
designated as the “Official Tax Receiving Agency” of the 
municipality; 
 
     WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services must give his approval for the authorization of awarding  
of this contract, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee that JP Morgan Chase, Fort Lee, New Jersey be 
named the Official Tax Receiving Agency of the Borough of Fort Lee 
for 2010; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney is hereby 
directed to prepare said contract, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk 
are authorized to execute the contract for the “Official Tax 
Receiving Agency”.  
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
4-3 – Designation of Newspapers 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 



  

seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that pursuant to NJSA 40:53-1, the following newspapers are  
hereby designated as official advertisements and notices required 
by law to be published by the Borough of Fort Lee: 
 

The Record 
Jersey Journal 

 
The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
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COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 
 

5-1 – Planning Board – Class III 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer  
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Ordinance 261-1 of the codified 
ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee, provides that the Borough 
Council shall designate and appoint a member of the Borough 
Planning Board, pursuant to such ordinance and to New Jersey 
Statutes in such cases made and provided; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment deem it to 
be in the best interest of the Borough that such appointment be 
made, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Armand Pohan 
be and is hereby designated and appointed by the Borough Council 
and as the Borough Council Member of the Borough Planning Board 
pursuant to Borough Ord. 261-1 et seq. of the codified ordinances  
of the Borough of Fort Lee and pursuant to New Jersey Statues in 
such cases made and provided, the term of such appointment to be 
for the period of one year in accordance with the foregoing 
ordinance and statutes. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
5-2 – Multiple Dwelling Commission 
 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 321-3 requires the appointment of 
a Council Appointee to act as chairman of the Fort Lee Multiple 
Dwelling Emergency Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the Borough to 
make such appointment, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Councilman Joseph 
Cervieri be and  is hereby appointed to the Fort Lee Multiple 
Dwelling Emergency Commission to act as Chairman thereof pursuant 
to Borough Ordinance, and in particular Ord. 321-3 of such 
appointment to be in accordance with such Ordinance for a period 
of one year. 
 



  

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
5-3 – Parking Authority 
 

Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 79-2 of the codified ordinances of 
the Borough of Fort Lee provides that the Borough Council shall 
designate and appoint a member of the Borough Parking Authority, 
pursuant to such ordinance and pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in  
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such cases made and provided and in particular, RS 40:11A-4 et 
seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council does, in its judgment, deem it 
to be made in the best interest of the Borough that such 
appointment be made, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Patricia Horton be and 
hereby is designated and appointed by the Borough Council as a 
member of the Parking Authority pursuant to Borough Ordinance 79-1 
et seq. of the codified ordinances of the Borough of Fort Lee and 
pursuant to New Jersey Statutes in such cases made and provided, 
the term of such appointment to be for a period of five (5) years 
in accordance with the foregoing ordinance and statutes. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 

MAYOR’S NOMINATIONS TO BOARDS 
 

6-1 – Board of Adjustment 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Argia Rubino and Howard Joh to serve 
as members on the Board of Adjustment for four (4) year  terms 
expiring December 31, 2013. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated John Nitti to serve as alternate 
member #1 on the Board of Adjustment for a two (2) year term 
expiring December 31, 2011. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-2 – Beautification Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Maria Cafasso and Catherine 
Golfinopoulous to serve as members of the Beautification Committee 
for three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2012. 
 

On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated William Lowe, to serve as a member 
of the Beautification Committee for an unexpired term through 



  

December 31, 2011. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-3 – Advisory Committee for the Disabled 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Leo Kalabacos to serve as a member 
of the Advisory Committee for the Disabled for a three (3) year 
term expiring December 31, 2012. 
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On motion by Councilman Sohmer, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-4 – Board of Ethics 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Judith Silver and Roman Shendelman 
to serve as members of the Board of Ethics for five (5) year terms 
expiring December 31, 2014. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Goldberg, the nominations were confirmed unanimously.  

 
 
6-5 – Fort Lee Film Commission 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Jan Goldberg to serve as Council 
Liaison to the Fort Lee Film Commission for the year 2010. 
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 
the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Richard Koszarski and Nelson Page to 

serve as members of the Fort Lee Film Commission for two (2) year 
terms expiring December 31, 2011. 

 
On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sohmer, 

the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-6 – Board of Health 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Dr. Lawrence Altman and Dr. Alan 
Port to serve as members of the Board of Health for three (3) year 
terms expiring December 31, 2012. 
 

On motion by Councilwoman Kasofsky, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
  
6-7 - Historic Site, Structure, Cultural and Landmark Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Councilman Sohmer to serve as a 
member of the Historic Site, Structure, Cultural, & Landmark 
Committee for a one (1) year term expiring December 31, 2010. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 



  

 
 
Mayor Sokolich nominated Bert Rosenbluth, Hayle Cho to serve 

as members of the Historic Site, Structure, Cultural, & Landmark 
Committee for three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2012. 

 
On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 

Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
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6-8 – Housing Authority 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Charles Blue and Maureen Keigher to 
serve as members of the Housing Authority for five (5) year terms 
expiring December 31, 2014. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-8A- Housing Authority 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Judith Silver to serve as a member 
of the Housing Authority for a five (5) year term expiring 
December 31, 2014. 
 
 
6-9 – Library Board of Trustees 
 

Mayor Sokolich nominated Mata Nikias, Susan Siegel and Karen 
Sandberg to serve as members of the Library Board of Trustees for  
five (5) year terms expiring December 31, 2014.  
 

On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilwoman 
Kasofsky, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
6-10 – Local Assistance Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Fr. Stephen Carey to serve as a 
member of the Local Assistance Board for a one (1) year term 
expiring December 31, 2010. 
 

On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Beverly Rosas to serve as a member 
of the Local Assistance Board for a four (4) year term expiring 
December 31, 2013. 
 

On motion by Councilman Goldberg seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
 
6-11 – Rent Leveling Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Pam Robins Neimira and Susan 



  

Wielkocz to serve as members of the Rent Leveling Board for three 
(3) year terms expiring December 31, 2012. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Sohmer, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
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6-12 – Senior Citizens’ Council 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Kay Nest to serve as Director of the 
Senior Citizens’ Council for a one (1) year term expiring December 
31, 2010. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nomination was confirmed unanimously. 

 
 

 Mayor Sokolich nominated Connie Arnow, Fran DiGiovanni and 
Dorothy Greenlaw to serve as members of the Senior Citizens’ 
Council for two (2) year terms expiring December 31, 2011. 
 

On motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman 
Pohan, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 

 
 
6-13 – Sign/Façade Review Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich nominated Howard Joh, Andrew Kim and Frank 
Patti to serve as members of the Sign/Façade Review Committee for 
a one (1) year term expiring December 31, 2010. 

 
On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 

Sohmer, the nominations were confirmed unanimously. 
 
 
 

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 
 

6-13A – Sign/Façade Review Committee 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed Donald Porrino as his designee to 
the Sign/Façade Review Committee for a one (1) year term expiring 
December 31, 2010. 

 
 
7-1 – Planning Board 
 
 Mayor Sokolich appointed the following to the Fort Lee 
Planning Board: 
 
 Chris Nicholas – Class I – Four (4) Year Term Through  
                       December 31, 2013 
 
 Byong J. Suh - Class II – One (1) Year Term Through 2010 
  
 Noel Albert - Class IV Alternate #2 – Two (2) Year Term 

               Through 2011 



  

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
8-1 – Police Physicians 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Pohan 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
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BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Physicians 
for the year 2010. 
 
 Dr. Louis Angioletti  Dr. Richard Finizio 
 Dr. Raymond Darakjian  Dr. Gregory Pappas 
 Dr. Richard Salb   Dr. Richard Weiner 
 Dr. Ahmed Fahmy   Dr. Kenneth Kutner 
 Dr. Robert Monahan   Dr. Barry Herstik 
 Dr. Mark Hagopian   Dr. Clemens Loew 
 Dr. Neil Kolsky   Dr. Kevin Basralian 
 Dr. George Azzariti   Dr. Gene Rosenberg 
 Dr. Michael Vincent   Dr. Patricia A. Farrell 
 Dr. Jerome Goldfischer  Dr. Joseph A. Holzapfel 
 Dr. Jeffrey Rappaport  Dr. Alfred D. Kulik 
 Dr. Alan Barry Port   Dr. Michael Friedman 
 Dr. Samuel Suede   Dr. Anna J. Lavotshkin 
 Dr. Gino S. Ramundo           Dr. Kyu S. Wang 
 Dr. Parmod K. Sharma 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
8-2 – School Crossing Guards 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body that the following be 
appointed as School Crossing Guards in the Borough of Fort Lee 
without authority to carry a firearm: 
 
Anides, Deborah  Barrerio, Lidia     Bauer, Arnold        
Bianchetto, Dennis  Bottini, Albert        Bove, Patrick          
Cabrera, Yolanda     Campolongo, Ronald     Cennerazzo, Rudolph    
Cerchio, Mary        Chin, Mee Kam          D’Ambrosio, Lucia       
Davidson, Fred       DeLiberto, Carmine     DePanicis, Armand      
Di Perna, Vito       Efraimov, Olga         Elisberg, Harriet      
Favia, Joseph        Garay, Jasmine         Hansen, Erik               
Huang, Jennifer      Khemlani, Deepa        Karabatsos, Dionysios 
Ko, Ellie            Kokkinos, George       Kokkinos, Peter        
Mangone, Joseph  Mancino, Michael       Martin, Gerard 
McNerney, Charles  Medaglia, Donna        Muhammed, Sadiq      
Nam, Yoongson        Occhipinti, Joann      Ok, Bong Hi          
Ok, Young S.         Oliver, Hyman          Puhky, Izrail        
Ruby, George         Russo, Daniel          Scrivanich, Steven   
Scrivanich, Yolanda  Silvia Barbara         Stephens, Marie      
Talocco, Ursula      Trantafillou, Athena         
      
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
8-3 – Police Guards (Matrons) 



  

 
 Councilman Sohmer introduced, and Councilman Goldberg 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Fort 
Lee that the following are hereby appointed as Police Guards 
(Matrons) in the Borough of Fort Lee for the year 2010: 
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 Kathy Patrick    Elizabeth Connell 
 Janice Pagano    Charlene Ortiz 
 Catherine Blue               Jaime Tripodi 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-1 – Establishing Rate of Interest for Tax Delinquencies 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 direct that the 
governing body of each municipality may fix the rate of interest 
to be charged for the non-payment of taxes or assessments on or 
before the date when they would become delinquencies, and may 
further provide that no interest shall be charged if on payment of 
any installment is made within the tenth calendar day following 
the date upon which the same became payable; and  
 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-67 further provides that the rate of 
interest so fixed shall not exceed eight percent (8%) on the first 
one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of the delinquency and 
eighteen percent (18%) per annum on any amount in excess of one 
thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500), 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee do hereby fix, in accordance with the 
provisions of NJSA 54:4-67 the rate of interest to be charged for  
the non-payment of taxes or assessments at eight percent (8%) per 
annum on the first one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) of 
the delinquency, provided, however, that no interest shall be 
charged if payment of any installation is made within the tenth  
calendar day following the date upon which the same became 
payable. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-2 – Re-establishing Petty Cash Fund 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Sohmer 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee do hereby authorize and establish a petty cash fund for 
the Borough Treasurer and other various departments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council authorize the Borough 
Treasurer to draw a check from the current account in the amount 
of $500.00 payable to Joseph Iannaconi, Jr., petty cash, and 
various authorized amounts for the other various departments, 



  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with NJSA 
40A:5-21 said petty cash funds be established. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
 
9-3 – Cash Management Plan 
 
 Councilman Pohan introduced, and Councilman Sohmer seconded,  
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the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-14 requires the Borough of Fort Lee 
to adopt a Cash Management Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee adopts its Cash Management 
Plan annually; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Cash Management Plan shall be designated to 
assure the extent practicable the investment of local funds in 
interest bearing accounts and may be modified from time to time in 
order to reflect changes in Federal or State law or regulations; 
and 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Fort Lee 
Cash Management Plan be continued for 2010. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 
  
9-4 – Borough Clerk (PACO Officer) 
 
 Councilman Cervieri introduced, and Councilman Sargenti 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Fort Lee is required to designate a 
Public Agency Compliance Officer to insure that proper forms are 
distributed and completed before contracts are awarded by the  
Borough and documents and manuals are made available to 
prospective contractors, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is 
hereby appointed to serve as the Public Agency Compliance Officer 
(PACO) for the year 2010 in the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 

The Resolution was approved unanimously. 
 

 
RESOLUTIONS CONTINUED 

 
R-1 - Authorizing the Borough Attorney to Research and Prepare in  
Draft a Lawsuit Challenging the BCUA Utility Rates 
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that this has been one of the most 
disappointing issues that he’s had to deal with as Mayor.  The 
BCUA changed their billing methodology where they have gone to an 
average billing method across all of the Bergen County 
municipalities.  This methodology has cost the Borough a 
tremendous amount of money in extra BCUA fees.  Tonight’s 
resolution authorizes the Borough Attorney to conduct the 
necessary legal research and to prepare in draft a lawsuit 
preserving the Borough’s rights to challenge the BCUA’s billing 



  

methodology. 
 
 Councilman Goldberg introduced, and Councilman Cervieri 
seconded, the following Resolution: 
 

     A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FORT LEE AUTHORIZING  
          THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY TO RESEARCH AND PREPARE IN DRAFT 
          A LAWSUIT CHALLENGING UTILITY RATES 
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WHEREAS, the Bergen County Utilities Authority (“BCUA”) has 

adopted a new method by which it calculates rates for the 
municipalities that it services, thereby affecting the rate being 
charged to the Borough of Fort Lee; and 

 
WHEREAS, the said new method of calculation has dramatically 

increased the cost of services for the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough believes this new charged rate to be 
both arbitrary and capricious; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has engaged in good faith negotiations 
with the BCUA in an effort to ameliorate these excessive charges; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the negotiations with the BCUA have not produced a 
satisfactory resolution of this issue and the Governing Body now 
desires to pursue a final determination on the appropriateness of 
these charges, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the 
Borough of Fort Lee, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that 
the Borough Attorney is hereby authorized to research and prepare 
in draft a lawsuit against the BCUA for it to repeal and readjust 
its rates and charges applicable to the Borough of Fort Lee. 
 
 The Resolution was approved unanimously.  
  
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 
 
Ordinance #2010-1 - Repealing Chapter 12 Beautification Committee 
and Replacing it With Chapter 48 an Environmental & Beautification 
Committee  
 
 Mayor Sokolich stated that the Borough has and is going to 
continue with environmental initiatives.  Once the ordinance is 
adopted, the newly formed committee will have the ability to 
conduct research and make suggestions to the Mayor and Council 
with regard to environmental (green) initiatives. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Goldberg, seconded by Councilman 
Cervieri, and carried, Ord. #2010-1 entitled, “REPEALING CHAPTER  
12 BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE AND REPLACING IT WITH CHAPTER 48 AN 
ENVIRONEMNTAL & BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FORT LEE,” was introduced and passed on first reading 
by title only. 
 
 The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and the public 
hearing relative to this ordinance was scheduled for February 11,  
2010. 
 



  

 Ms. Nest and James Viola, Vice Chairman of the Fort Lee 
Democratic Party, handed out flowers to Ms. Thomas and Joann 
Cervieri, wife, of Councilman Cervieri.  Flowers were also given 
to Mr. Sohmer to be given to his wife, Roberta, who was unable to 
attend tonight’s meeting. 
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COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Pohan – thanked Nelson Page and Tom Meyers for 
presenting him with his plaque.  He believes it’s an important 
mission to increase public awareness of the history of the Borough 
and its relation to the film industry.  He said as liaison there 
are many evenings that are involved and he expects that with all 
the potential Planning Board meetings needed for Redevelopment 
Area 5 that he would not be able to do the duties as liaison to 
the Film Commission properly.  He will continue to be a spokesman 
for the arts in the Borough. 
 
 He expects that this will be a big year for the Planning 
Board.  He’s hopeful that plans will be presented for the 
development of Redevelopment Area 5.  He has an open mind as to 
the right developer for the property.  The Borough is looking for 
the developer to make this more of a public place and offer 
amenities for the entire public and not just for the residents of 
the property, including perhaps some arts components.  There is a 
price tag attached to that and it may cause the developer to look 
for concessions from the Borough in order to be able to justify 
those types of improvements.  He said that when the Planning Board 
approved the Town and Country project five years ago, that project 
provided for 2,890 parking spaces.  There is no plan before the 
Mayor and Council currently that requires less than 3,400 parking 
spaces.  Whether the Borough’s road system can tolerate this kind 
of intensity without some kind of public transportation he doesn’t 
know.  It’s something the Mayor and Council and the Planning Board 
will have to grapple with.  He added that at the end of the day, 
the decision will be made to do what’s best for the Borough which 
includes issues of tax ratables, students in the school system, 
traffic and having a  
town center which the Borough doesn’t really have.  Weighing all 
the factors will not be easy. But, as the Mayor has said, this is 
the most challenging and interesting aspect of the governing 
body’s job. He looks forward to participating in that effort. 
 
 He thanked his fellow Council members for putting him back on 
the Planning Board. 
 
 He congratulated Messrs. Cervieri and Sohmer on being re-
elected. 
 
 He closed by stating that he’s looking forward to working 
with them and the entire governing body in 2010. 
 
 
Councilman Sohmer – congratulated his running mate, Joseph 
Cervieri on being re-elected. 
 
 He thanked the voters of Fort Lee for having the confidence 
in him in electing him to his full three year term.  He will 



  

continue to serve the public as he’s done the past two years. 
 
 He thanked the workers of the Fort Lee Democratic Party for 
their hard work and especially the people who help behind the 
scenes. 
 
 
 He stated that the Mayor and Council did a lot of things in 
2009 to try to help the taxpayers of the Borough; unfortunately, 
the continued downturn in the United States economy has made 
things difficult. 
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 He spoke to the hiring freeze that was put into effect in 
2008 which still remains in effect in 2010.  He mentioned that the 
Borough has reduced its bond indebtedness by $14,000,000 in two 
years.  The debt reduction lowers the Borough’s annual interest 
payments.  There has been several income producing initiatives 
done including the ambulance co-payment program.  The Mayor and 
Council will continue to work very hard in see that Redevelopment 
Area 5 is finally developed in the best interest of the residents 
of the Borough.  He’s been a resident of the Borough for 55 years 
and the property has been vacant for 40 years. 
 
 In closing he thanked Kay Nest, Chairwoman of the Fort Lee 
Democratic Party and Vice-Chair Person of the Bergen County 
Democratic Party for her devotion to good government and he wished 
everyone a healthy and prosperous New Year. 
 
 
Councilman Goldberg – congratulated Messrs. Cervieri and Sohmer on 
being re-elected back onto the Council.  He said that continuity 
on the governing body currently is necessary as there is a 
learning curve for a new person after they take office.  He added 
that the voters by re-electing Messrs. Cervieri and Sohmer have 
made it a lot easier for the entire governing body to do their 
job, particularly concerning Redevelopment Area 5. 
 
 He also congratulated the appointees and especially those on 
the Planning Board who are going to be dealing with Redevelopment 
Area 5 if a redeveloper is picked by the Mayor and Council.     
 
 He added that there is a new governor and as the newspapers 
have been stating there is no program or funding that is safe.  
Last year the Borough received $3,000,000 to $4,000,000 in State 
Aid. No one knows at this time what is going to happen this year, 
as the Borough may have to prepare for a reduction in State aid 
based on the Governor’s comments. 
 
 He discussed sharing services with the neighboring 
communities but only if it makes sense.  With the potential State 
aid cuts a lot of municipalities may be ready to sit down with 
each other and seriously start negotiating things that can be done 
together.  The only thing the Borough did last year was to 
approach the school board about working together and he will 
continue to pursue with the school board in 2010 ways to save the 
taxpayer’s money. 
 
 He urged residents to be patient with regard to picking a 
developer for Redevelopment Area 5 as there are more questions 
than answers at this point. It’s important to make the right 
decision and he’s looking forward to picking the right developer 
for the Borough. 
 
 



  

Mayor Sokolich – recognized Police Chief Thomas Ripoli and Deputy 
Chief Jack Reuter who were in the audience tonight. 
 
     
Councilman Sargenti – congratulated Messrs. Cervieri and Sohmer, 
along with Councilman Goldberg on being named Council President. 
 
 He thanked Kay Nest for all of her work. 
 
 He stated that in 2009 the Borough government met its 
challenges head on.  The Borough continued to maintain its  
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services without having to let any of its employees go.  He’s 
hopeful that the economy in 2010 will move upward, but he doesn’t 
foresee it happening and he believes the residents will still 
receive the same services they have come to expect. 
 
 He stated that Redevelopment Area 5 maintains a top priority 
and that the governing body will continue to do what’s right and 
in the best interests of the community. 
  
 He wished everybody a happy and healthy 2010. 
 
 
Councilwoman Kasofsky – offered her congratulations to Messrs. 
Cervieri and Sohmer. 
 
 She’s enthusiastically looking forward to the hard work that 
is before the Mayor and Council in 2010. 
  
 She stated that there was a Swine Flu epidemic this year, but 
the Health Department besides offering regular flu shots within 
its annual clinic also offered Swine Flu shots in special clinics 
that it’s been holding and is currently continuing in 2010.  She 
added that the Borough received a grant for $98,000 which has paid 
for the costs of the Swine Flu clinics. 
 
 She closed by stating that the Borough is in the midst of an 
energy audit where its bills from PSE&G are being studied to see  
where the Borough can save money in its energy costs in the 
future.   
 
 
Councilman Cervieri – thanked the residents of the Borough for 
giving him the privilege to serve them for another three years. 
 
 He stated that it seemed like yesterday when he was standing 
there with his wife, Joann, holding the Bible with his mother-in-
law Mary, the first time he was being sworn in by Judge DeSheplo, 
who has now sworn in him as a Councilman five times.  He told 
Judge DeSheplo it’s truly an honor to have him present again 
tonight. 
 
 He thanked Joann for giving up a lot of time so that he can 
serve on the Council.  Fort Lee is a place that they both grew up 
in and it’s a place they both really love. 
 
 He thanked all the volunteers who serve on the Borough’s 
various boards and committees who receive no compensation except 
the feeling that one gets for volunteering their time. 
 
 He acknowledged Ed Mignone, Assistant Borough Engineer, who 
has probably saved the Borough hundreds of thousands of dollars.  
It was an initiative the Mayor and Council undertook a few years 



  

to bring in an in-house engineer and that initiative has resulted 
in huge savings for the Borough.  Mr. Mignone works well with 
Boswell Engineering and the Borough is proud to rename them as 
Borough Engineer for 2010. 
 
 He thanked each of his colleagues on the Mayor and Council 
for sharing their guidance, wisdom and patience with him.  He 
added that he can be difficult and he appreciates his colleague’s 
efforts in dealing with him. 
 
 He acknowledged Joan Alter’s presence at tonight’s meeting.  
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 He told Kay Nest that she’s very much appreciated and loved. 
 
 He closed by stating that he’s looking forward to the 
challenges ahead and he wished everyone a safe, happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year. 
     
   

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 No one from the public chose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
 
 There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned 
on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, 
and carried at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
       _______________________ 
       Neil Grant 
       Municipal Clerk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECESSED MEETING 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Thursday, December 17, 2009/ 
January 7, 2010 @ 5:00 p.m. 

 
     The recessed meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fort Lee was held on the above date in the Council Chambers, 
Memorial Municipal Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, NJ. 
 
       PRESENT:  Mayor Sokolich, Council Members Pohan, Sohmer, 
                  Goldberg, Sargenti, Kasofsky, Cervieri 
 
       ALSO PRESENT: Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator 
                     Neil Grant, Borough Clerk 
                     J. Sheldon Cohen, Borough Attorney 
                     Joseph Iannaconi, CFO 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING STATEMENT 
 
      All members of this body have been advised both orally and 
in writing at least 48 hours prior to this meeting of the time, 
place and proposed agenda hereof; 
 
      On December 18, 2009 a written notice of the time, place and 
proposed agenda of this meeting was posted at the Municipal 
Building, 309 Main Street, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
 On the same date a copy of said written notice was mailed to 
THE RECORD, JERSEY JOURNAL, and TIME WARNER CABLE filed with the 
Borough Clerk, and copies were mailed to all persons who have 
requested same, and have prepaid the fee fixed for the year 2008. 
 
      Let the minutes reflect that this is a continuation of the 
regularly scheduled Mayor and Council meeting of December 17, 
2009.  
 
      Let the minutes also reflect that the 2010 Fort Lee Mayor 
and Council Reorganization Meeting will commence after the 
recessed meeting is completed. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Mayor Sokolich deferred his report until the reorganization 
meeting.       
 
 
                       APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Councilman Pohan, seconded by Councilman Pohan, 
and carried unanimously, the minutes of the November 12, 2009 



  

Regular Meeting were approved. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 
 

     On motion by Council Pohan, seconded by Councilman Sargenti, 
the Proposed Consent Agenda was introduced relative to items CA-1 
through CA-6. 
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CA-1 - Approving Budget Transfers - $482,454.00 
 
      BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Fort Lee, that the following 2009 budget appropriation transfers  
are hereby made, pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-58, not less than two-
thirds of the full membership of the Governing Body concurring: 
 
From     To 
Salary & Wage Adj.       Administration S/W              9,997.00 
 $250,000.00             Purchasing S/W                  2,457.00 
Director of Econ. Dev.   Borough Clerk S/W               5,026.00 
   39,273.00             Payroll/Date Processing S/W     2,083.00 
Gasoline                 Collection of Taxes S/W        20,994.00  
  105,181.00             Construction Code Official S/W 13,320.00 
Municipal Court S/W      Communications Dispatch S/W    30,727.00 
   58,000.00             Emergency Management S/W       16,192.00 
Road Repairs S/W         E.M.T. S/W                     82,836.00 
   34,000.00             Fire Prevention S/W               540.00 
Fire Protection S/W      General Services S/W           13,050.00 
   30,000.00             Senior Citizens S/W            30,913.00   
                         Parks & Playgrounds S/W        15,920.00 
                         Community Center  S/W          21,885.00 
                         Cultural & Heritage S/W         2,832.00 
                         Sewer System S/W                1,236.00 
                         Administration O/E             42,336.00          
                         Purchasing O/E                  3,462.00 
                         Ambulance Corps O/E            12,952.00 
                         Road Repairs O/E               19,359.00 
                         Public Buildings & Grounds O/E 41,501.00 
                         Parks & Playgrounds O/E         6,809.90  
                         Fire Hydrant O/E               26,000.00 
                         Water O/E                       5,000.00 
                         Telephone                       5,000.00 
                         Sewer System O/E               10,120.00 
                         Consolidated Police & Fire        820.00 
                          Retirement System     
                         Municipal Court O/E            38,033.00          
                         NJ Economic Development Auth.     334.00      
 
Total:         $ 481,729.00    Total:                 $481,729.00  
 
CA-2 - Authorizing the Chief Financial Officer to Cancel 
Outstanding Open Checks in Various Accounts for 2008 and Prior 
Years - $30,773.73 
 
      WHEREAS, there remain checks outstanding on the Borough of 
Fort Lee’s banking records for 2008 and prior years; and 
 
      WHEREAS, every attempt has been made by the Chief Financial 
Officer to have the checks cleared, 



  

 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the Chief Financial Officer is 
hereby authorized to cancel the following outstanding amounts in 
the various accounts (See Attached Schedule {A}) in the total 
amount of $30,777.73. 
 
Account Name                              Amount 
Current Account                             $23,902.50 
Capital Improvement                             143.74                    
Developers’ Escrow                               69.71 
Payroll                                       1,265.55 
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Redemption Account                            2,843.17 
Senior Advisory Council                       1,160.00 
Special Dog Account                             326.00 
Welfare Petty Cash                              152.06 
Public Assistance Trust II                      915.00 
 
Grand Total:                                $30,777.73   
 
 

SCHEDULE A 
 

Account                     Date         Check #       Amount 
 
Capital                      5/2007       10292        $143.74 
 
          TOTAL:       $143.74 
 
 
Current Account              3/2008       65962      $2,000.00  
                             5/2008       66528         300.00 
                             5/2008       66614       3,454.17 
                             5/2008       66777         239.00 
                             6/2008       66990       1,160.40 
                             7/2008       67520      14,910.00 
                             9/2008       67828         110.93   
                            11/2008       68377         100.00 
                            11/2008       68457         100.00 
                            12/2008       68730       1,375.00 
                            12/2008       68749         153.00 
                            
                                           TOTAL:   $23,902.50 
 
Developers’ Escrow           5/2008       19040         $17.07 
                         8/2008       19090          52.64 
                                                        
                                         TOTAL:         $69.71          
 
Payroll                      2/2008      109134        $184.80 
                             3/2008      109606         106.22 
                             4/2008        3527          34.80 
                             8/2008      111793          60.98 
                             8/2008      111796          60.98 
                             9/2008      112713          52.12 
                            10/2008      113064         407.12 
                            10/2008      113399         358.53 
 
                                         TOTAL:      $1,265.55 
 
Redemption       5/2008      51302       $2,843.17 



  

 
         TOTAL:      $2,843.17 
 
Senior Advisory Council     12/2008      16054       $1,160.00 
 
                                         TOTAL:      $1,160.00 
 
 
Special Dog       1/2008       1068         $326.00 
 
         TOTAL:        $326.00 
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Welfare Petty Cash           4/2008       1017         $112.06 
                             6/2008        186           40.00 
 
                                         TOTAL:        $152.06 
 
Public Assistance II         1/2008        616          $34.00 
                             1/2008        617          250.00 
                             3/2008        678          136.00 
                             3/2008        679           85.00 
                             7/2008        803          200.00 
                            10/2008        851          210.00 
                             
                                         TOTAL:        $915.00 
 
 
                                   GRAND TOTAL:     $30,777.73 
 

 
CA-3 - Authorizing Outstanding Credits on the Tax Collector’s 
Books for 2008 to be Credited Back to Surplus - $183,002.59 
 

WHEREAS, there are outstanding credits on the Tax Collector’s 
books for the period of January 1st through December 31, 2008, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee that the balance of these credits be 
credited back to surplus in the amount of $183,002.59 as per the 
listing kept in the office of the Tax Collector-Treasurer.   
 
 
CA-4 - Authorizing Cancellation of Current Budget Appropriation - 
$50,000.00 
 
      WHEREAS, the following Current Fund budget appropriation 
remains unexpended: 
 
 Appropriation Name     Amount  
 
 Bergen County Utilities Authority       $50,000 
 
and; 
 
      WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balance so 
that the unexpended balance may be credited to surplus, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Fort Lee, that the above listed unexpended balance 
of the Current Fund be and is hereby cancelled. 



  

 
CA-5 - Approving Jr. Auxiliary Firefighter Application for James 
Kim for Fire Company #4 
 
 The Junior Auxiliary Firefighter Application for James Kim 
for Fire Company #4 was approved. 
 
 
CA-6 - Authorizing Payment of Marriage Fees and Burial Permits to  
the State of New Jersey for Period Covering October 1, 2009 
through December 31, 2009 - $975.00 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 
authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the  
amount of $925.00 to cover fees collected for marriage and civil 
union licenses for the period covering October 1, 2009 through 
December 31, 2009. Fees are to be forwarded on a quarterly basis  
to the Department of Human Services; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector-Treasurer be 

authorized to draw a check drawn from the Current Account, Bank of 
America payable to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey, in the 
amount of $50.00 to cover fees collected for burial permits for 
the period covering October 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009. 
 

01-2887 
 
 

      There being no discussion, on motion by Councilman Cervieri, 
seconded by Councilman Sohmer, the Consent Agenda (items CA-1 
through CA-6) was approved unanimously. 
 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

      All of the council members deferred their reports to the 
reorganization meeting. 
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Mayor Sokolich – asked the public to defer their comments until 
the reorganization meeting unless there was something of urgency 
that needed to be said at this time.  
 
 No one from the public choose to speak during this portion of 
the meeting. 
 
 
      There being no further discussion, the recessed meeting was 
adjourned on motion by Councilman Cervieri, seconded by 
Councilwoman Kasofsky and carried at 5:08 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
                                   _________________________ 
                                   Neil Grant 



  

                                   Municipal Clerk 
 
 


